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CONTAINING, 


EDITATIONS and CoNTEMPLATIONs, XFSERMONS. 


M 

THERON and AsPASIO. Mi1SCELLANEOUS TRACTS. 

AsPASIO VINDICATED. A COLLECTION of LETTERS. 
rr 


A particular ACCOUNT of the LIE, CHARACTER, and 
WRITINGS of the AUTHOR. 


To WHICH, IS ANNEXED, 


A TABLE of the SCRIPTURES explained, and a complete INDEX 
of the PRINCIPAL MATTERS contained in the whole work. 


T am not 8 of the goſpel of Chriſt : for it is the power of God unto 
Hauen to every one that believeth, Rom. i. 16, 


Do we make void the lau through faith « ? God forbid : yea, we efabli 4 
the lau. Rom. iii. 31, 
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The LIE of the AUTHOR, 


18 birth and parentage, i,—Educated at Northampton 
ſchool, ib. Entered of Lincoln-college, Oxford, ib,— 
gucceſs of his ſtudies there, ib. — Learns the Hebrew, ib. 
Though he ſhewed a ſerious turn early, yet he was a ſtran- 
ger to the doctrines of grace, till his prejudices were removed 
by Jenks's treatiſe on ſubmiſſion to the righteouſneſs of God, 
i,,—Enters into holy orders, refuſes to hold his exhibition, 
and becomes curate to his father, ib, Becomes curate at Dum- 
mer, and lives ſome time with Mr Orchard, ib,—Stands god- 
father to Mr Orchard's eldeſt ſon, ib.—Undertakes the cura- 
cy of Biddeford, ib.—Diſmiſſed againſt the will of his pariſhi- 
oners, ib.—Plans his Meditations in Cornwall, ii. — Becomes 
curate again to his father, ib, Publiſhes the firſt volume of 
his Meditations, ib,—Publiſhes the ſecond, ib,—Sent off to 
London, and dangerouſly ill there, ib, —Returns to Weſton- 
Favell, where he reſides till his death, ib. Takes his degree of 
Maſter of Arts at Cambridge, ib.,—Reluctantly accepts the two 
livings of Weſton-Favell and Collingtree, ib,—Publiſhes ſe- 
veral pieces, ib, — Recommends Marſhall on ſanctification, 
ib. His Theron and Aſpaſio attacked by ſeveral writers, ib. 
—Writes a defence of it, ib, —Publithes three faſt-ſermons, 
and recommends Jenks's Meditations, iii.— His labours in the 
miniſtry, ib.— The ſeverity of his laſt illneſs, ib.—His affect- 
ing ſpeeches on his death-bed, ib. His ſpeech and exhortation 
to Dr Stonhouſe, ib.—His exemplary patience, ib, — His ſe- 
vere conflict, iv.—His laſt pathetic ſpeeches, ib.— His death 
and burial, ib. — His heavenly life and triumphant death, 
ib. —His character as a miniſter, ib. His method of preach- 
ing, ib. — Affects plainneſs in his public diſcourſes, v. — His 
method of catechiſing, ib. — His family-devotion, ib,—Ex- 
plains the ſcripture daily in his family, ib,—Is a member of an 
aſſembly for Chriſtian improvement, ib.— His uncommon and 
extraordinary Charities, ib.—Devotes the profits of his works 
to charitabe uſes, ib.—Frugal in perſonal expences, ib.— A re- 
markable inſtance of his deſire to do good, vi.— The happy 
effects of his attachment to the doctrines of free grace, ib.— 
Too negligent of his dreſs, ib.—In learning inferior to few, ib. 
His humility, ib.—Writes many religious letters, ib.—His re- 
ply to an abuſive letter, ib. — The doQtrines he preached, 
ib. His character in the Northampton Mercury, vii. — Mr 
Dodds's eulogium on him, ib. Elegy on him, by a young ap- 
prentice, ib. 
Verſes to Mr Hervey on his Meditations, viii. 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXX XNX NN 
MEDITATIONS among the Tomss. 


Ccaſion of the meditations, 13.— Solitary walk in a church, 
ib. — Handſome altar- piece; gratitude celebrated, ib. 
—3Slomon's temple; his noble ſentiments at the dedication ; 
the paſſage illuſtrated, 13. 14, — The Holy Ghoſt dwelling in 
our hearts; a' rich privilege; an obligation to holineſs, 14. 
— The floor covered with funeral inſcriptions, ib, — Wil- 
dom of meditating on our latter end, ib.—Promiſcuous lodg- 


ment, and amicable agreement of corpſes, ſuggeſt humility, - 


and concord, 15,—Monument of an infant; its fortunate cir- 
cumſtances ; ſuperior felicity of ſurvivors, ib. Monument of 
a youth; grief of the parents; mitigated or aggravated by the 
proſpect of the inviſible ſtate ; exhortation to educate children 
religiouſly, ib. Monument of a young man, cut off in his 
prime; how unexpected and afflictive the ſtroke}; the frailty 
of all ſublunary happineſs, 16.—RefleCtion on the three pre- 
ceding exits ; oo uncertainty of life; call to be always ready, 
17,—This farther urged from the inſtance of a perſon kil- 
led by a misfortune ; nothing caſual, but all ordered by provi- 
dence, ib.—Caſe of a lady, who died in childbed; her charac- 
ter : with regard to earthly things, we know not what is really 
deſirable or truly good; remarks on Mrs STONHOUSE's mo- 
nument, in the great church at Northampton, 18.—A religious 


father taken from his young family; his behaviour on a dying 
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bed; their ſupport in a fatherleſs ſtate, 19. Monument of a 
middle- aged perſon; immerſed in buſineſs; diſappointment of 
his ſchemes ; his dying acknowledgments ; the folly of world- 
ly-mindedneſs; very bitterneſs in the end, 20.— The graves of 
the aged ; the difficulties and hazard of a late repentance 
youth entreated to enter upon a courſe of holineſs without de- 
lay, 21,——The ſingular wiſdom and felicity of the righteous; the 
reſt of their bodies; the calmneſs of their departure; the 
ſafety of their diſembodied ſouls ; their delightful fituation till 
the judgment-day, 22,Monument of a warrior, ſlain in bat- 
tle ; reflections on the death of CHRIS r, that it was volun- 
tary, foreſeen, undergone for enemies ; was moſt torturous, 
lingering, and ignominious, 23.— The meanneſs of being obli- 
ged to a monument for perpetuating our names: author's wiſh 
or himſelf; true method of eternizing our characters, ib,— 
The vault ; its awful aſpect; grandeur in abaſement; the vani- 
ty of pleaſures, honours, and riches, 24.— The clock ſtrikes ; 
a warning to redeem the time, 25.— The wonderful change 
which takes place in the tomb, diſplayed in ſeveral particulars, 
ib, —Soliloquy of a lover; admonition to the ladies; true 
beauty of the fair ſex, ib.—Sin the cauſe of our diſſolution, 
26.— Subject of 8 brought home to our own caſe; 
incitement to improve life; this che beſt embalming, ib.— 
View of our Saviour's ſepulchre ; his lying in the grave has 
ſoftened it for his people; faith in his dying love diſarms death, 
27. — The reſurrection of the righteous ; their meeting the 
Judge; their acceptance at the great tribunal, ib.—Sickneſs, 
fin, and death, deſtroyed ; bliſs or miſery unchangeable ; ob- 
ſervation on eternity, 28.— The wicked; the anguith of their 
laſt ſickneſs, No hope but from the religion they deſpiſed ; 
that very precarious ; the horror of their diſſolution; this the 
beginning of ſorrows ; their treatment in the inviſible world 
reſerved to the judgment of the great day, ib, — They riſe, 


though reluctant ; are diſtracted with terror; covered with 


contempt ; condemned to endleſs wo, 29. — To be inſtru- 
mental in ſaving our fellow-creatures from this miſery, the 
trueſt exerciſe of benevolence, 30. — A reflection on tha vaſt 
importance of theſe truths; a perſuaſive to a& under the be- 
lieving conſideration of them; enforced by the inexpreſſible 
neceſſity of preparing for them, ib,—The whole cloſes with a 
view of the preſent ſecurity, and future glory, of the righ- 
teous, ib, 


CEP EEE EE ananas 
REFLECTIONS on a FLOWꝭER-GAR DEN. 


WII in the garden; ſummer - morning; a ſoaring lark; 

invitation to early riſing, 31. — Vaſtneſs of the 
heavens, greater extent of divine mercy, 32.—The ſun ; its 
riſing glorics; emblem of CHRI6 T, in its enlightening, 
fructifying, chearing, and extenſive influences, ib.—Dews ; 
their tranſient brightneſs ; their refreſhing nature; their im- 
menſe number: difficult paſſage in the ve cleared up, 33. 
—'The various, but harmonious, procedure of providence and 
grace, 35,—View of the country, and its principal productions; 
particularly of an orchavd, and kitchen- garden; chiefly charac- 
terized as uſeful, ib, —CuRr1sT made and recovered, up- 
holds and actuates all; addreſs to mankind on this occaſion, 
37. Obſervations contracted to the garden; fields of litera- 
ture lett for the ſtudy of the Bible, 38.— Fragrance of flowers; 
its fugitive nature, another motive to ſhake off floth; the de- 
lightful ſenſation it creates, faint repreſentation of CHRIS T's 
ſacrifice ; all our performances polluted, this the cauſe of our 


acceptance, ib, — Colours of flowers, how perfect in every 


kind; with what ſkill diſpoſed; fineneſs of the flowery texture: 
inducement to truſt in providence, 39. —The folly of pride in 


dreſs ; our true ornaments diſplayed, ib. Flowers naturally 


inſpire delight; what pleaſure muſt ariſe from the'bearifie vi- 
ſion, 40. Solomon pictures out the bleſſed JES Us dy'rhie moſt 


delicate flowers; beauties in the creature lead us to the Creator, 5 
erſity of flowers, in their airs, habits, attitudes, and 
lineaments; wiſdom of the almighry Maker : the perfection 
and ſimplicity of his operations, b. Difference baween ig: | 


ib. Div 


THe 


dividuals'of the ſame ſpecies. emblem of the ſmaller differences 
among Proteſtants, 41,—Regular ſucceſſion of flowers; fome 
of the choiceſt ſets deſcribed ; pleaſing effects produced by this 
economy; a benevolent providence apparent in conducting it, 
42.—This beautiful diſpoſition, and all that is admirable in the 
creation, referred to CHRIS x as the author; to conſider the 
things that are made, in this view, has excellent influence on 
our faith and love, 43. — The ſtructure of flowers ſo correct, 
could not be altered, but to their prejudice ; the time of their 
appearing, choſen with the niceſt precaution : theſe circum- 
ſtances, a ſtriking argument for reſignation to the diſpoſals of 
heaven, 44. — Quotations from Caſimir and Juvenal tranſ- 
lated, ib. — A favourite tenet of Mr Pope's rightly ſtated, 
ib. The brute creatures unaffected with flowers: their fine 
qualities peculiarly intended to delight mankind: all things 
conſtituted with a particular regard to our advantage; this 
an endearing obligation to gratitude; but a more engaging mo- 
tive, is the gift of an immortal ſoul, 45. — Remark on the 
notion of a great poet, ib, — The cultivated garden, an i- 
mage of a well-nurtured mind; addreſs to perſons concerned in 
the education of youth, 46. — Flowers in the bud, figurative 
of a niggard ; flowers in full expanſion, expreſſive of a bene- 
volent diſpoſition, 47. — Sun-flower ; its remarkable attach- 
ment to the ſun; ſuch ſhould be our adherence to the Saviour, 
ib, Paſſion · flower; its deſcription; with a religious improve- 
ment, 48, — Senſitive plant; ſhrinks from every touch: ſuch 
ſhould be our ſolicitous care to avoid fin, 49.— The delicacy 
of flowers, and coarſeneſs of their roots; the ennobling change 
of our bodies at the reſurrection ; this thould reconcile us to 
the thoughts of diſſolution, ib.—Paſſage from Theocritus ; the 
perfections of flowers ſoon decay; the charms of complexion 
ſcarce more laſting, 50, — Inſtances of tranſitory continuance 
in the nobleſt lowers ; the honours of the future ſtate unta- 
ding, ib. -— All the delights of the flowery ſeaſon paſs away; 
the celeſtial entertainments know no end, 51. — Not flowers 
only, but the moſt durable things in nature, are periſhing; 
their felicity ſtable, who have G op for their portion, ib, — 
Retreat into an arbour ; practice of St Auguſtine, pattern for 
our imitation, ib, — Coolneſs of this ſhady fituation ; the in- 
ſufferable heat, that rages abroad; our ſafety in all the dangers 
of life, and amidſt the terrors of eternal judgment, if ſhelter- 
ed by the Redeemer's protection, and intereſted in his merits, 
£2,—The bees; their ingenuity ; their induſtry ; ſet an example 
for the author, ib. A diſtant proſpect of the whole ſcene, 
with its various decorations, reminds the beholder of heaven ; 
its glories not to be deſcribed, but moſt paſſionately deſired, 


zb. 
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A DEsSCANT upon CREATION. 


Eſign of the whole, 54. — Angels, 55. —The viſible 
D heavens, ib, — Stars, ib, — Comets, ib.—Planets, ib.— 
Sun, ib. — Moon, ib. — Thunders, 56. — Lightnings, ib.— 
Clouds, wintry and vernal, ib. — Rainbow, ib. — Storms 
and tempeſts, 57.—Peſtilence, ib,—Heat and cold, ib.— Ocean, 
ib —Monuntains, woods, and ſhrubs, ib. Vine and fruit-trees, 
ib;— Meadows and fields, ib.—Mines and jewels, 58.—Foun- 
tains and rivers, ib.—Birds,/ ib.—Bees, ib. —Silkworm, ib. 
Cattle, and creatures in every element, 59.,—General chorus 
of praiſe, ib. | 


— 
ConTEMPLATIONS on the NIGHT. 


Deligbtful-evening walk; the unmoleſted enjoyment of 
A ſuch pleaſures, owing to our late victory over the re- 
bels, 63. 64. — The ſetting fun, 64. — Twilight; its uſe- 
fulneſs; ſerious conſideration, ib. — The dewy coolneſs; its 
beneficial influence on nature; returns of ſolitude equally uſe- 
ful to man, 65.— Angels our ſpectators; GOD ever preſent ; 
comfortable improvement of this truth, ib. — The day ended; 
the ſwiftneſs, the ſhortneſs of time; the work to be done while 
it laſts ; to ſquander it away, the moſt deſtructive extravagance, 


66. — The profound filence, 67. — Univerſal ceflation of bu-- 


ſineſs, ib. — The variations of nature, pleaſing and advan- 
. tageous, 68, — Darkneſs ; the obliging manner of its taking 
place ;' wild beaſts of the deſert, and ſavages in human ſhape, 
make uſe of this opportunity, ib. — Darkneſs renders the 
leaſt ſpark viſible ; yet ſteals from our ſight all the lovely diſ- 
tinctions of things, 69.—Sleep ; its chearing nature; the gift 
'of heaven ; fine preparatives for its approach ; the kindneſs of 


"IF providence in guarding our flumbers, 70. — Dreams; their 
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unaccountable oddneſs ; many people's waking thoughts no 
leſs chimerical, 71. — A very ſingular, and very happy cir- 
cumſtance, attending fleep and dreams, ib, — Ghoſts; our 
unreaſonable timorouſneſs on this occaſion ; the true object of 
fear; the rcality and deſign of apparitions, deducted from a 
paſſage in 7b, 72.—The owl ; its gloomy diſpoſition; unho- 
ly perſons, incapable of reliſhing the delights of heaven, 73. 
—Ov!l fcreaming, ſuppoſed to be a token of death; the many 
real preſages of this great change; due preparation pointed 
out, and preſſed, ib.—The nightingale; her charming ſong ; 
entertains the lovers of retirement ; how to have a ſweeter 
melody in our own breaſls, 74, — The very different circum- 
ſtances of mankind, particularly of the gay, and the afflicted ; 
addreſs to the devotees of mirth and ſenſuality, ib. — The 
glow-worm, and ignis fatuus ; the pleaſures of the world, and: 
powers of unenlightened reaſon, 75. — A comet; imagined 
to be the forerunner 'of judgments; licentiouſneſs abounding 
in a nation, a much more formidable omen; the diſtemper a- 
mong the cattle, ib. Northern lights; the panic they occaſion; 
the general conflagration, 76, — The moon riſing ; brightens 
as the advances ; ſuch ſhiduld be our moral conduct, 77. — 
Moon opens a majeſtic ſcene ; how worthy our admiration, ib, 
Moon, a moſt ſerviceable appendage to our globe, ib.— 
Moon ſhines with derivative light; Chriſtians receive their all 
from their Saviour, 78,—Moon always varying; the things 
of this world liable to perpetual viciſſitudes; our own righteouſ- 
neſs unequal and imperfect, our Redeemer's complete, and al- 
ways the fame, ib,—Moon under an eclipſe; gazed at by 
multitudes ; the faults of eminent perſons ſeldom efcape ob- 
ſervation, 79.—Moon reflected by the ocean; the virtues of 
perſons in diſtinguiſhed ſtations, influential on others, ib, 
Moon actuates the ſea ; the everlaſting joys of heaven at- 


tract and refine the affections, 80.—Prayer, a reaſonable ſer- 
vice; praiſe, a delightful duty; with devout recollectious pro- 


per for the night, ib. 
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CoNTEMPLATIONS on the STARRY HEAVENS. 


WAI on the ſummit of a hill, —The advancing night with- 

draws the rural proſpect ; opens the beauties of the ſky, 
82. — Fragrance of the blooming beans, ib. — The heavens, 
a noble field for the diſplay of the divine perfections, ib.— 
Folly of judicial aſtrology ; right uſe of contemplating the: 
ſtars, 83. — A ſketch of the moſt remarkable diſcoveries of 
our modern aſtronomy, ib. — Religion, and neceſſary bu- 
ſineſs; religion, and innocent pleaſure ; as conſiſtent, as the 
annual and diurnal motions of the earth, ib. — The ſun, its 
enormous ſize, 84.— Stars, the centres of ſyſtems; their in- 
conceivable diſtance, ib. — Other ſkies furniſhed with other 
ſtars, ib. — The greatneſs of the Creator, ib. — The prece- 
ding obſervations inculcate humility, 85. — Shew the littleneſs: 
of terreſtrial things, ibid. The ſtupendous condeſcenſion of 
GOD, in. his gracious regards to the children of men, ib. 


— The prodigious hainouſneſs of human guilt, 86. — The rich 


neſs of CHRIST's atonement, and its complete ſufficienc 

for the moſt deplorable caſes of fin and e ib. — The 
power of GOD manifeſted in the ſtarry heavens, this the. 
Chriſtian's conſtant ſafeguard, and ſure reſource, 87. — The 
miſerable condition of the ungodly, who have Omnipotence 
for their enemy, 88. — The unwearied patience of this al- 
mighty Being, ib. — The wiſdom of GO D, diſplayed in the 
ſkies; ſubmiſſion to his diſpenſations, even when they ſeem 
moſt frowning and ſevere; all ſpring from love, and will ter 

minate in good, 89. — The goodneſs of . GOD, diffuſed 
through the vaſt ſyſtem of created things; but far more illu , 
ſtriouſly exemplified in the work of redemption ; the former- 
view gives a moſt amiable, the latter a perfectly- raviſhing, idea 
of the divine beneficence, 90. — The purity of GOD, faint- 
ly repreſented by the unſpotted firmament: the defilement of 
ſinful man; the immaculate excellence of his Surety, g91.,— 
The unmeafurable dimenſions of the ſky; the greater extenr 
of the divine bounty and mercy ; the laſt of ckelt ſubjects, be 
ing ſo peculiarly comfortable to ſinners, conſidered ſomewhat 
copiouſly, 92. — What ſuſtains the arch of heaven, and ſup- 
ports the globes it contains; the ſame inviſible hand upholds 
the Chriſtian in his courſe, 94. — The faithfulneſs of GOD 
pourtrayed, in the ſtability of the heavenly bodies and perpe 
tuity of their motions; the unreaſonableneſs of our unbelief; 
motives to an aſſured faith, 95. — Various attributes of the 
divine nature appear, with a glimmering light, in the celeſtial 
luminaries; all ſhine forth, with the fulleſt luſtre, in CHRIST 
JESUS, 96. — The dignity of prayer, and happineſs of ha- 
ving G0 D for our portion, 97. — The horrible ingratitude, 
and deſtructive perverſeneſs, of living without GOD in che 
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world, 98.—All the rolling worlds on high, punctually obe- 
dient to their Maker's orders ; are a pattern, in this reſpect, 
and a provocative to the rational creation, ib. — The gradual 
appearance of ſtars ; and progreſſive ſtate of a true converſion, 
99.—The multitude of ſtars; eſpecially in the galaxy; the 
more attentively ſurveyed, the greater number diſcovered - this 
applied to the unſearchable treaſures of wiſdom in the ſcriptures, 
of merit in CHRIST, of bliſs in heaven, 16.—The celeſtial 
bodies diſpoſed in ſuch a manner, as to be delightful and ſer- 
viceable to man; adorn his abode, and meaſure his time; a 
ſilent admonition this, to improve the talent, 100,—Bright- 
neſs of the ſtars ; encouragement to fidelity in the miniſterial 
office, ib. Polar ſtar; its invariable ſituation; gow to the an- 
cient mariners ; ſuch the word of GOD to our ſouls ; perſuaſive 
to follow its unerring dictates, 101,—Variety in the magnitude, 
and ſplendor »f the ſtars ; different degrees in the world of 
glory; yet all the bleſſed completely happy. ib. Projection 
and attraction, the grand principles that actuate the planetary 
ſyſtem ; faith and love bear much the ſame proportion, in 
the œconomy of Chriſtianity, ib —The admirable effects, 
and extenſive influences, of attraction ; the agency of the 
HOLY GHOST on the human mind, 102.—Vaſt grada- 
tion in the ſcale of beings; all are objects of the divine care, 


and full of the divine preſence, 103.—'The ſurpaſſing worth of 


an immortal ſoul; a ſolicitude for its final welfare urged, 104. 
An unthinking view of the ſkies is affecting; much more a 
rational and devout one, i6.,—The ſcantineſs of our know- 
led e, with regard to the celeſtial bodies ; after all our ſearch, 
they are objects of admiration, rather than of ſcience + exhor- 
tation to ſuch purſuits, as are of eaſy attainment, and will be 
of everlaſting advantage, 105,-—Short recapitulation of the 
whole ; and an hymn of praiſe, ſuited to the occaſion, ib. 


N. B. It may ſeem unaccountable to an unlearned reader, 
that aftronomers ſhould ſpeak ſuch amazing things and ſpeak 
#/em with ſuch an air of aſſurance; — the diflances and 


mag nitudes, the motions and relations, of the heavenly bodies, 1 


worl! defire ſuch a pern to conſider the caſe of ECLIPSES, 
and with what exactneſs they are calculated. They are not only 


foretold, but the very inſtant of their beginning is determined. 


The preciſe time of their continuance is aſſigned ; aſſigned, al- 
moſt to the nicety of a moment; and what is jtill more ſurpriſing, 


for the ſpace of hundreds or thouſands of years to come.— As 


this is a matter of fact, abſolutely indiſputable ; it is alſo a very 
ebr1ious, vet ſolid demonſtration, that the principles of ſcience, on 
which thoſe calculations proceed, are not mere conjecture, or pre- 
carious ſuppoſition ; but have a real, a certain foundation, in the 
nature and conflitution of things. 


* . . &. *. . N. KN . & * .. t u *. . 
A WiNTER-P1ECE. 


Ntroduction, 106.—Shortneſs of the winter's day, i6.—In- 

ceſſant rain, producing a flood, ib. Tempeſt; its effects, at 
Ind, by ſea, 1075,—Pitchy darkneſs; riding in it, ib. Thick 
rime, 108. Keen froſt, and ſerenity of weather, 109. Severe 
cold, and piercing winds, ib. Deep ſnow, 110. General thaw, 
ib —Ever-greens, ib. Storm of hail, 111.—Rainbow, ib. 


An imitation of Mr Hervey's meditations, 111. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


| HE reader is here preſented with a complete edition of the good Mr Hervey's 
works in one large volume. All his derached pieces are now firſt collected, and 
| printed from the beſt editions; in reprinting of which many errors have been corrected: 
| and though it is not pretended that this edition is free from miſtakes, to which print- 
ing is unavoidably liable ; yer 'tis hoped theſe will be found to be very trifling, and 

[ not to mar the ſenſe, 3 


| 


The Meditations, Theron and Aſpaſio, the three Faſt-ſermons, &c. are printed from 
copies that received Mr Here's laſt amendments ; an advantage to which no editions 
of theſe pieces printed formerly in Scotland or Ireland can lay claim, except one copy 
in twelves of the Meditations printed at Edinburgh, for the preſent publiſher, in 1768. 
And the Leiters are arranged in as exact chronological order as was poſlible. 


It was thought proper to inſert Mr Cudworth's Defence of Theron and Afpaſio 
againſt Mr Sandeman, as it was previouſly peruſed and approved by Mr Hervey be- 
fore his death; and, for the benefit of uniearned readers, to give a tranſlation of his 
Latin letter on the book of Job. Some poems on his death at the end of the book, 
were wrote by Scotch gentlemen, and will not, tis ſuppoſed, be diſhonourable to che 
memory of the excellent author. 


This is the only genuine and complete edition of this RG OE works that hach ki. 
therto appeared, and therefore ſeems at leaſt ro merit the attention of the Public; 
which, tis hoped, will even exceed the moſt ſanguine expectations of the publiſhers. - 


May every reader profit by the peruſal of theſe truly-evangelical and inſtructive 
writings, which will certainly be held in eſteem till the lateſt ages. AEN! 
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n Regard to eminent writings, which diſ- 
Oe; play genius, learning, orthodoxy, and 
piety, naturally excites a deſire to be 
acquainted with the writer; and this 


eagerly read by good people of all de- 
LOT. * one is fond to know the author in private 
life, how he ſpent his time, how he ſuſtained his character as 
a public teacher of religion, what influence the doctrines of 
grace, which he ſo warmly inculcated on others, had on his 
own heart and converſation; and, finally, how he cloſed the 
laſt ſcene. Abundant ſatisfaction, as to all thoſe particulars, 
will be obtained from the following account. 


Mr Jamzs Hervey was born on Friday the 26th of 
February 1713-14, at Hardingſtone, a country-village, one 
mile from Northampton; his father being then miniſter of the 
pariſh of Collingtree, within two miles of Hardingſtone. His 
firſt inſtruction was from his mother, who taught him his let- 
ters, and to read. Under her tuition he continued till he was 
ſeven years of age; when he was ſent, as a day-ſcholar, to the 
free grammar-ſchool at Northampton, of which the Rev. Mr 
Clarke, Vicar of St Sepulehre's, in the ſaid town, was at that 
time maſter. | 

At this ſchool he remained till he was ſeventeen years old, 
and learned the Latin and Greek languages ; in which his ge- 
nius and memory would have enabled him to have made a much 
earlier progreſs, if it had not been prevented by his ſchoolma- 
ſter, who would not ſuffer him, or any other of his ſcholars, to 
learn faſter than his own ſon. Whilſt Mr Hervey was at ſchool, 
though he ſhewed a remarkable dexterity at all the innocent 
games uſual among children; yet he had a perfect indifference 
for the acquiſitions he made by his {kill in theſe games, which 
he practiſed only for exerciſe and amuſement. 

In the year 1731, at the age of ſeventeen, he was ſent by 
his father to the univerfity of Oxford, and entered of Lincoln 
college there, under the tuition of the Rev. Mr Hutchins, now 
Doctor, and Rector of that college. He reſided in the uni- 
verſity ſeven years, and took the degree of Bachelor of Arts. 
The firſt two or three years were ſpent by him with ſome degree 
of indolence, or rather leſs application to his ſtudies than he 
afterwards uſed. But in 1733, about his nineteenth year, be- 
coming acquainted with ſome perſons, who began to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves by their ſerious impreſſions of religion, and their 
zeal for the promotion of it, he was engaged, by their influ- 
ence in a ſtricter attachment both to piety and learning. He 
made himſelf maſter of Dr James Keill's Anatomy, Dr Der- 
ham's Phyſico-theology and Aſtro-theology, the Spectacle de la 
Nature [Nature diſplayed], as tranſlated by Mr Humphreys ; 
Which laſt work he read with a peculiar ſatisfaftion. Nor was 
he leſs delighted by the Eſſay on Pope's Odyſſey, written by the 
Rev. Mr Spence, now Prebendary of Durham ; to which ele- 
gant and judicious diſcourſe Mr Hervey often acknowledged 
| thathe owed moreof his improvement in ſtyle and compoſition, 
than to any other, which he had ever read. | 


In 3 2 at the perſuaſion of a much valued friend, he be · 


US deſire is the ſtronger, when theſe wri- | 
- tings are not only truly excellent in 

e themſelves, but are univerſally admired, 
< 


calculated to promote the beſt intereſts of 


A. 


R M. 


gan to learn the Hebrew language without any teacher, by the 
Weſtminſter grammar itſelf; but ſoon found that grammar too 
conciſe and difficult for the inſtruction of a learner ; and there - 
fore then deſpaired of ever attaining a competent knowledge in 
the Hebrew, though he afterwards made himſelf ſo thorough 
a maſter of that ſacred language. 

It appears from his letters to his ſiſter in 1733 and 1734, that 
though he then ſhewed a pious and ſerious turn ; yet theſe 
letters either ſpeak a language different from free grace, for 
which we find he was afterwards ſo powerful an advocate, or 
at leaſt they treat very confuſedly of it. The truth is, he was 
then a ſtranger to, and had ſtrong prepoſſeſſions againſt the 
doctrine of juſtification by faith in imputed righteouſneſs. And 
he acknowledges, in a note on his Deſcant upon Creation, 
p. 59. that Mr Jenks's excellent treatiſe, entitied, Submiſſion to 
the righteouſneſs of God, was the inſtrument of removing his 
prejudices, and reducing him to a better judgment *, 

He entered into holy orders, as ſoon as his age, and the ca- 


nons of the church, would allow. And though the preciſe 


time of his taking orders cannot be aſcertained, yet it appears 
to have been in the end of 1736 or beginning of 1737; atleaſt, 
it appears from one of his letters, that he had a curacy in the 
beginning of the latter year. Whilſt he was at Oxford; he had 
a ſmall exhibition of about 20 1, a- year; and when he was or- 
dained, his father preſſed him very much to take ſome curacy, 
in or near Oxford, and to hold his exhibition : but this he 
would by no means comply with, thinking it an injuſtice to de- 
tain it, after he was in orders, from another perſon, who might 
more want the benefit of that proviſion. On his leaving Ox- 
ford in 1736, he went to his father, and became his curate. 
He afterwards went to London; and, after ſtaying ſome time 
there, became curate-at Dummer. Here he continued about 
twelve months; and, upon his leaving that curacy, in the year 
1738, he was invited and went to Stoke -Abbey, in Devonſhire 

the ſeat of his worthy friend, the late Paul Orchard, Eſa; 
Here he lived upwards of two years, in great eſteem and friend- 
ſhip with that worthy gentleman, who valued him very much 
for his piety. A remarkable proof of the great regard he had 
for him on that account, he ſhewed on the following occaſion. 
When his eldeſt ſon, the preſent Paul Orchard, Eſq; to whom 
the ſecond volume of his Meditations is dedicated, was to be 
baptized, he inſiſted that Mr Hervey ſhould be one of his god- 
fathers, that he might have an eye to his Chriſtian education - 
and this he did in preference to many gentlemen of large 5 
ſtates in that neighbourhood, who would have thought them- 
ſelves honoured to have ſtood ſponſors for Mr Orchard's ſon, 

| In the year 1740, he undertook the curacy of Biddeford, 
fourteen miles from Stoke-Abbey, where he lived greatly be- 
loved by his people. His congregation was large, though his 
ſtipend was ſmall: his friends, therefore, made a colle&ion 
yearly for him, which raiſed his income to 60 |. per annum, ſo 
highly did they eſteem him. At Biddeford he was curate a- 
bout two years and a half, and remained ſo until there was a 
new rector of that church, who diſmiſſed Mr Hervey from his 
Curacy, againſt the united requeſts of his pariſhioners, who of- 

This excellent treatiſe, entitled, Submiſffon to 


of God; or, The nectfity the righteouſneſs 


of truſting to a beiter righteou/ne/5 than - 


our own, with Mr Hervey's recommendation prefixed, may be had of . -- 
the publiſhers of this work, a: the ſmall price of 8 d. deen) _ 
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fered to maintain him at their own, expenice. During the time 


that Mr Hervey lived in the weſt, via, from 1738, till the lat- / 


ter end of 1743, his family heard very liule of him, by reaſon 
of the great diſtance he was from them; though he laboared 
diligently in che ſervice of his Maſter. Here it was that he 
planned his Meditations, aud probably wrote ſome part of 
them. He ſays in his firſt volume of Meditations, that it was 
on a ride to Kilkhampton, in Cornwall, that he went into the 
church, where he lays the ſcene of his Meditations among the 
tombs. 

In Auguſt 1743, ot thereabouts, he returned from Bidde- 
ford to Weſton-Favell, leaving behind him many diſconſolate 
friends, and officiated as curate to his father. Here he paid 
the greateſt attention to his duty, and faithfully preached the 
goſpel of Chriſt, 

The firſt of his writings which ralfed the attention of the 
public, was his Meditations among the tombs, Reflections on a 
lauer. garden, and, A Deſcant on creation, publiſhed in February 
1745-6, Of this kind of writing we had before an example 
from no lefs a man than the great philoſopher Mr Boyle “, in 
his Occaſional refleftions on ſeveral ſubjefts, written in his 
younger years, 

Mr Hervey's performance was ſo well received by the pu- 
blic, that it has already paſſed through about twenty editions in 
London, beſides many ſurreptitious ones in Scotland and Ire- 
land. A ſecond volume, containing Contemplations on the night 
and flarry heavens, and, A winter-piece, was publiſhed in De- 
cember 1747 f. d 

In June 1750, his health being much impaired by his great 
attention to duty, and his family and friends judging that the 
change of air might be of benefit to him, they formed a 
delign, . which they executed, of conveying him to London, 
under a pretence of his riding a few miles in a friend's poſt- 
chaiſe, who was going thither, and of which he pleaſantly com- 
plains in a letter, dated June 28, 1750, to a friend, upon his 
arrival there. | 
le ſtaid in London until April or May 1752; during which 
time he was viſited with a ſevere ſickneſs, which had well mgh 
put a period to his painful life, But he recovered; and, upon 
Eis father's death in 1752, he returned to Weſton, where he 
conſtantly reſided till his death. 

Mr Hervey took his degree of Maſter of Arts, at Cambridge, 
in 1752, when he entered at Clare hall; and as he was of ſuf- 
ficient ſtanding at Oxford, he ſtaid only the few days required 
by the ſtatutes to perform the univerſity-exerciſe. 

It may be thought ſtrange, that he who had refuſed to hold 
his exhibition at Oxford, along with a curacy, ſhould, upon his 
father's death, accept of the two livings of Weſton-Favell and 
Collingtree, and hold them during his life, It was very far 
from being his choice, and it was what he had for a long time 
refuſed to do. He was determined againſt being a pluraliſt; 
and notwithſtanding his father kept him at Oxford, with a de- 
ſign, that he ſhould take his degree of Maſter of Arts, and 
conſtantly urged him to do it; yet he could not be perſuaded 
to yield to ſuch a requeſt, though he was of ſufficient ſtand- 
ing to have taken the ſame, looking upon that ſtep as a qualifi- 
cation intended for his future holding both his father's livings. 
When his father died, he remained determined to have Weſton- 
Favell only : and this he frequently declared to his family and 
friends, and refuſed to accept of Collingtree, or to qualify 
himſelf for the ſame; inſomuch that it was in danger of la- 
pling to the Biſhop. But at length, through the earneſt and 
conſtant entreaties of his family, and of his friends, who, un- 
known to him, had ſent to, and procured from Oxford, the 
neceſſary certificates of his being a Bachelor of Arts, in order 

to his taking his Maſter's degree at Cambridge, he was, after 


* See Boyle's Life, by the late Dr Birch. | 
+ There 75 few books in the Engliſh language, which in fo ſhort 
a time have ever paſſed through ſuch numerous and very large edi- 
tions,. as Mr Hervey's Meditations ; which not only pleaſe, utfim- 
prove us; and were written with a view of familiarizing to our minds 
thoſe ſublime objects, which wilk be the STUDY and Dtn of a 
lorious EreamitY, How many have 97 tranſportingly entertained 
In their retirements and lonely walks, and how oftem elevated them to 
"thoſe lofty heights, from whence they could look down on all things 
| below (the delights of good mens friendſhip excepted) with an eaſy 40- 
difference! A ale e the moſt ſerĩous piety and ardent devotion runs 
through them; ard they tend to inculcate ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ing doArines of the goſpel, ſuch as the neceſſit of regeneration, the 
utter impbtency of fallen man to help himſelf, the efficacy of the 
grace of God for that purpoſes and the juſtification of a guilty finner 
through faith in the blood of Chriſt. 


taken, and almoſt forgotten.“ 


much importunity, prevailed on to comply with their requeſts, 
hoping that he might be thereby enabled to do ſo much the 
more good, And when he waited upon Dr Thomas, the then 
Biſhop of Peterborough, for inſtitution to Collingtree, which 
was near fix months after he had been inducted into Weſton, 
he ſaid to him, “I ſuppoſe your Lordſhip will be ſurpriſed to 
ee James Hervey come to deſire your Lordſhip to permit him to 
be a pluraliſt; butL aſſure you, I do it to ſatisfy the repeated ſoli- 
* citations of my mother and my fiſter, and not to pleaſe myſelf.” 

In November 1752, he publiſhed his Remarks on Lord Boling- 
broke's letters on the ſtudy and u/e of hiſtory, ſo far as they relate 
to the hiftory of the Old Teflament, and eſpecially to the caſe of 
Noah, denouncing a curſe upon Canaan + In a letter to a lady of 
quality “. 

The year following, having been called upon to preach, on 
the roth of May, the ſermon at the viſitation of the Rev. Dr 
John Browne, Archdeacon of Northampton, at All-Saints 
church in that town ; he permitted it, the ſame year, for the 
benefit of a poor diſeaſed child, to be printed, under the title 
of The cre/s of Chriſt the Chriſtian's glory. He had preached 
before this another ſermon at the ſame church, which he had 
been ſolicited to print; but could not then be prevailed upon 
to do it: but ſince his death it has been publiſhed under the 
title of The miniſtry of reconciliation, &c. + | 

The fame year he wrote a recommendatory preface to Burn- 
ham Pious Memorials ; or, The power of religion on the mind 
in fickneſs, and at death; exemplified by the experience of many 


eminent perſons at thoſe important ſeaſons. 


His Theron and Aſpaſio, publiſhed in January 1755, in three 
volumes Octavo, met with the ſame approbation from the pu- 
blic as his Meditations ; and the demand for this work likewiſe 
was very uncommon; it having paſſed through three editions 
in one year :. 

In 1756, Mr Hervey being informed of the deſign of re- 
printing The goſpel-myflery of ſan#fification, by the Rev. Mr 
Walter Marſhall, and of prefixing to it, by way of recommen- 
dation, what he had faid in its favour, in Theron and Aſpaſio, 
he wrote a letter, dated Nov. 5. 1756, to his bookſeller, gi- 
ving his conſent, and enlarging on that recommendation. This 
he did the more readily, as Mr Marſhall's book might (for ſo 
he has declared) be looked upon as no improper ſupplement to 
the dialogues and letters contained in Theron and Aſpaſio. 

His Theron and Aſpaſio was attacked by ſeveral writers, 
particularly by Mr Robert Sandeman a congregational preacher 
at Edinburgh, in a book, entitled, Letters on Theron and Aſpa- 


io; wherein the doctrine of the goſpel, under the title of the 


popular doctrine, is moſt abominably miſrepreſented, and its 
tendency aſperſed. The Arminians too objected to that work; 
and Mr John Weſley in particular wrote againſt it. Mr Bel- 
lamy, of New England, alſo attacked his doctrine, and that of 
Mr Marſhall, Mr Cudworth wrote a defence of Theron and 
Aſpaſio, in oppoſition to both Mr Sandeman and Mr Bellamy ; 
and Mr David Wilſon, miniſter of the Scots congregation in 
Bow-lane, London, publiſhed a book, entitled, Palæmon's 
creed reviewed, &c. in which he judiciouſly vindicates Mr 
Hervey's doctrine, and expoſes that of Mr Sandemaa, 

Mr Hervey's own defence of Theron and Aſpaſio againſt the 
objections of Mr John Weſley, was tranſcribed fair for the preſs 
from his ſhort-hand copy, within a few pages; and would have 
been publiſhed in a volume of the ſame fize with Theron and 
Afpaſio, had he lived a few weeks longer. The manuſcripr 


* The Rev. Mr Peter Whalley, Vicar of St Sepulchre's, in North- 
ampton, has publiſhed, by way of ſupplement to this piece of Mr 
Hervey's, a vindication of the —_— and authenticity of the 
goſpel from the objections of the late Lord Bolingbroke. 

+ A defence of this ſermon from the groundleſs objections raiſed a- 
gainſt it by ſome inconſiderate readers, will be found among Mr Her- 
vey's tracts in this edition. 

t This is the moſt valuable book, written in any language, on that 


grand and diſtinguiſhing doctrine of Chriſtianity, the juſtification of 


a finner before God by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to him; 
which ſpreads itſelf through the whole ſyſtem of divinity ; and which 
Luther juſtly calls arriculus flantis vel cadentis ecclefe. In Mr Her- 
vey's'own words, “the beauty and excellency of the /eriprures,—the 
„ruin and depravity of human nature,—its happy recovery, founded 
« on the atonement, and effected by the Spirit of Chriſt, —are ſome 
* of the chief points vindicated, illuſtrated, and applied in this work. 
6 —But the grand article, that which makes the principal figure, is 
„ the 1MPUTED RIGHTEOVSNEss of our divine Lord; from whence 
u ariſes our juſtification before God, and our title to every heavenly 
«© bleſſing: An article, which, though eminent for its importance, 
.«« ſeems to be little underſtood, and Ie regarded ; if not much miſ- 
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was left in the poſſeſſion of his brother Mr William Hervey, 
wine-merchant in Miles's-lane, London ; who publiſhed it in 


1766, for the reaſons given by him in a preface prefixed to 


2 | 
" Io Auguſt 1757, Mr Hervey obliged the public with three 
ſermons preached by him on the late: public faſt-days. To 
which, in the third edition, in 1759, were added his viſitation· 
ſermon preached in 17533 his poſthumous ſermon on the mi- 
niſtry of reconciliation; and his conſiderations on the prevail. 
ing cuſtom of viſiting on Sundays. In a poſterior edition of 
theſe were given his Remarks on Lord Bolingbroke's letters, 
and a treatiſe on the religious education of daughters +, 


In the ſame year likewiſe, he publiſhed a new edition of his 
favourite author, Mr Jenks's Meditations, in two volumes Oc- 


tavo ; to which he wrote a very ſtrong recommendatory preface, 
ſhewing the uſe of thoſe meditations, and the reaſons for ſuch 
republication t. | 

He intended to have wrote a treatiſe on goſpel-holineſs, as a 


_ ſupplement to Theron and Aſpaſio; and actually formed a ve- 


ry excellent and judicious plan of it, which he communicated 


in letters to ſome of his correſpondeats ; but he did not live to 


finiſh it, to the very great loſs of the public. 

His lahours, both in his miniſterial office, and in his ſtudy, 
were purſued by him as long as poſſible, under the diſadvan- 
tage of a very weak conſtitution of body; which, together 
with the ſeverity of his laſt illneſs, he ſupported not only with 
incredible patience, but without a ſingle expreſſion of peeviſh- 
neſs, That illneſs had long been coming on him; but greatly 
increaſed in the beginning of October 1758, and grew very 
formidable in the December following. For on Sabbath the 
zd of that month, in the evening, after prayer in his family, 
he ſeemed to be arreſted by the meſſenger of death; ſo that 
the united aſſiſtance of his ſiſter and ſervant, with difficulty, 
enabled him to get up ſtairs into his room, from whence he 
never came down. His illneſs gaining ground every day, he 
ſoon became ſenſible that his end was approaching. He had 
frequent and violent returns of the cramp, which gave him 
moſt acute pain. He had likewiſe a hectic cough, which af- 
flicted him ſo grievouſly in the night, that he could ſeldom lie 
in bed till four || in the morning; and was often obliged to 
riſe at two, eſpecially as opium (how much ſoever guarded by 
other medicines) would not agree with him. On the 15th of 
that month, he complaincd of a pain in his fide; for which, 
at his own deſire, he was blooded, though his phyſician Dr 
Stonhouſe, in whom he placed the greateſt confidence, had 
objected to it, apprehending him too weak to bear any evacua- 
tion of that kind. When the ſurgeon came, he could ſcarce- 
ly perceive any pulſation, and therefore took away no more 
than four ounces of blood ; intimating to his relations and 
friends, that the caſe was deſperate, and that he had blooded 
him very unwillingly, and merely to fatlsfy Mr Hervey's de- 
fire, who had ſome hope that the pain might poſlibly be re- 
lieved by it. His curate, the Rev. Mr Abraham Maddock, 
being much with him in the afternoon of that day, Mr Hervey 
ſpoke to him in ſtrong and. pathetic terms of his aſſurance of 
faith, and of the great love of God in Chriſt, © O!“ ſaid 
he, what has Chriſt, how much has Chriſt done for me; 
„ and how little have I done for ſo loving a Saviour! If I 
«© preached even once a-week, it was at laſt a burden to me. 
I have not viſited the people of my pariſh, as I ought to 
have done; and thus have-preached, as it were, from houſe 


te to houſe. I have not taken every opportunity of ſpeaking 
« for Chriſt.” | 

Theſe expreſſions being accompanied with tears, which were 
too viſible not to be obſerved; and leſt his tears ſhould be miſ- 


* This treatiſe contains the beſt, the moſt evangelical, and the moſt 
elaborate account of that righteouſneſs, which is imputed to a ſinner 
for his juſlification z and will be read with the higheſt delight, by e- 
wW one that adores the Son of God as the Lord our righteou/- 
27571. N 

+ Theſe ſermons and tracts are fo valuable and excellent, that ev 
one who reads them, will lament that he did not enrich the library of 
Chriſtianity with more of thoſe precious treaſures ; which ſhew the 
accompliſhed gentleman, the learned ſcholar, the orthodox divine, the 
2 Chriſtian, the champion for rhe diſtinguiſhing doctrines of Chri- 
. * and the foe to ſelf- dependence, and every ſpecies of vice and 
fidelity. 


t This preface, with that to Burnham's pious memorials, his letter 
to the publiſher of 
&c. &c. are annexed to his tracts in this edition. 
| When Mr Hervey was in tolerable health, be rarely lay in bed 
after fix, even in the winter; and roſe ſtill earlier in the ſummer. 


Mr Trails works, 


4c 


t Dr Stonhouſe and Mr Hervey being then between for 
years old, 'The Doctor lately entered into holy orders in 
of England, and has got a good living in the country. 


thanking God for his bounty and goodneſs, 
and refreſhments to a fick and decaying body. 


interpreted, as they had been converſing about his expected 


end, and of his aſſurance of happineſs, he proceeded thus: 
Do not think, that I am afraid to die. I aſſure you I am 
not. I know what my Saviour hath done for me, and I 
«« want. to be gone; But I wonder and lament to think of the 
love of Chriſt in doing ſo much for me; and how little I 
* have done for him.” And in another converſation, diſ- 
courſing likewiſe of his approaching diſſolution, which he did 


with the utmoſt calmneſs and ſerenity; and of the little which we 
know of God's word; he ſaid, ** How many precious texts are 


there big with the moſt rich truths of Chriſt, which we can- 


thoſe we do know, how few do we remember? Bonus textuarius 
eſt bonus theologus. A good textuary is a good divine; and 
that is the armour; the word of God is the ſword. Thoſe 
texts are the weapons, which I muſt uſe, when that ſubtle 
ſpirit, that arch-adverſary of mankind; comes to tempr 
and ſift me in my laſt conflict, Surely I had need be well 
provided with theſe weapons; I had need have my quiver 


full of them, to anſwer. Satan with texts out of the word 
of God, when he aſſaults me. 


© was tempted in the wilderneſs,” 


On the 19th the pains of his body abated, and he grew 
drowſy and lethargic ; but in the night following his imme- 
diate death was apprehended, 

The next day, the 20th, he was viſited by Dr Stonhouſe, 
who declared, that, in his opinion, Mr Hervey could not live 
above three or four days; and happening to ſpeak of the ma- 
ny conſolations through Chriſt, which a good man enjoys in 
the proſpect of death, and diſcourſing on the emptineſs of 


worldly honour to an immortal, and on the unprofitableneſs 


of richcs to the irreligious; Mr Hervey replied, True, Doctor, 
true; the only valuable treaſures are in heaven, What 
* would. it avail me now to be Archbiſhop of Canterbury? 
Diſeaſe would ſhew no reſpect to my mitre, That pre- 
late “ is not only very great, but, I am told, he has reli- 
gion really at heart, Yet it is godlineſs, and not grandeur, 
„that will avail him hercafter. The goſpel is offered to me 

a poor country parſon, the ſame as to his Grace. Chriſt makes 
no difference between us. Oh ! why then do miniſters thus 
neglect the charge of ſo kind a Saviour; fawn upon the 
great, and hunt after worldly preferments with ſo much 
eagerneſs, to the diſgrace of our order ? Theſe, theſe are 
the things, Doctor, and not our poverty, or obſcurity, which 
render the clergy ſo juſtly contemptible to the worldlings, 
No wonder the ſervice of our church, grieved I am to ſay 
it, is become ſuch a formal lifeleſs thing, ſince it is, alas 
too generally executed by perſons dead to godlineſs in all their 
converſation ; whoſe indifference to religion, and worldly- 
minded behaviour, proclaim the little regard they pay to the 
doctrines of the Lord, who bought them,” 


When the Doctor was going away, Mr Hervey, with great 
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tenderneſs, obſerved to him, that as not long ago he had a 
dangerous fall from his horſe, by which he was much brui- 
ſed; and as he had been lately ill, and then looked very pale, 
he hoped he would think on theſe narrow eſcapes, ſo often 
fatal to others, as a kind of warning from God to him, and 
remember them as ſuch; adding, How careful ought we to be 


* to improve thoſe years which remain, at a time of life, when 
«© but few can remain for us + ?” | 


The day before his death, Mr Hervey went a few ſteps a- 


croſs his room; but immediately finding his ſtrength failing him, 
he funk rather than fell down ; his fall being broken by his 
fiſter, who, obſerving his weakneſs, ran and caught him; but 
he fainted away, and was in all appearance dead, it being a | 
conſiderable time before any pulſe could be perceived, When 
he came to himſelf, his brother Mr William Hervey, who 
was come from London to viſit him, ſaid, We were afraid 
« you was gone.“ He anſwered, I with I hid,” And well 
he might wiſh ſo, for his ſtrength was quite exhauſted, his body 
extremely emaciated, and his bones ſo ſore, that he could not 
bear any one to touch him, when it was neceflary to move 
him about. Yet, under all this calamity, he was ever 1 prai- 


* The late Dr Thomas Secker, who died Aug. 4. 1768. 


Church 


t He never received a bit of lemon to moiſten his mouth, without 
in creating ſo many helps 


not comprehend, which we know nothing of; and of 


Thus did Chriſt when he 


and fifty 
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ſing God for his mercies, and for enduing him with pa- 
tience *, | | | | 
- On the 25th ( Chriſtmas-day), on which he died, Mr Mad. 
dock paying him his morning-vifit, Mr Hervey lifted up his 
head, and opened his cyes, as he fat in his eaſy chair, (for he 
could not lic in bed), to ſee who it was, and faid, “ vir, I 
* cannot talk with you.“ He complained much all this day of a 
great inward conflict which he had, laying his hand upon his 
brealt, and ſaying, * O! you know not how great a conflict I 
„ have.” During this time, he almoſt conſtantly lifted up 
his eyes towards heaven, with his hands claſped together in a 
praying form, and ſaid, two or three- times, When this 
«« preat conflict is over, then“ but ſaid no more; though 
it was underſtood he meant that then he ſhould go to reſt. 

Dr Stonhouſe came to him about three hours before he ex- 
pired. Mr Hervey urged ſtrongly and affeQionately to the 
Doctor the importance and care of his everlaſting concerns, as 
here is no abiding place ; and entreated him not to be over- 
charged with the cares of this life +, but to attend, amidit the 
multiplicity of his buſineſs, to the one thing needful + :” 


Which done, the pooreſt can no wants endure ; 
And which not done, the richeſt muſt be poor ||. 


The Doctor ſeeing the great difficulty and pain with which 
he ſpoke, (for he was almoſt ſuffocated with phlegm and fre- 
quent vomitings), and finding, by his pulſe, that the pangs of 
death were then coming on, deſired that he would ſpare him- 
ſelf. * No,” ſaid he, Doctor, no; you tell me I have but 
a few moments to live. O! let me ſpend them in adoring 
our great Redeemer,” He then repeated the 26th verſe of 
Pal. Ixxlii. Though my fleſh and my heart fail me, yet God is the 
firength of my heart, aud my portion for ever; and he expa- 
tiated in a moſt ſtriking manner on theſe words of Paul, 
1 Cor, iii. 22. 23. Al! things are yours ; life and death; for ye 
are Chriſl's |. © Here,” ſays he, © is the treaſure of a Chri- 
% ſtian. Death is reckoned among this inventory; and a noble 
«© treaſure it is. How thankful am I for death, as it is the 
« paſſage through which I paſs to the Lord and Giver of e- 
« ternal life; and as it frees me from all this miſery you how 
© ſee me endure, and which I am willing to endure, as long 
as God thinks fit; for I know, he will by and by, in his own 
« good time, diſmiſs me from the body. Theſe light afflictions 
* are but for a moment, and then comes an eternal weight of 
„glory. Ol welcome, welcome death Thou mayſt well be 
« reckoned among the treaſures of the Chriſtian, To live is 
« Chriſt, but to die is gain.” After which, as the Doctor 
was taking his final leave of him, Mr Hervey expreſſed great 

titude for his viſits, though it had been long out of the 

wer of medicines to cure him. He then pauſed a little, and 
with great ſerenity and ſweetneſs in his countenance, though the 
pangs of death were upon him, being raiſed a little in his 
chair, repeated thoſe words, Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant 
depart in peace, according to thy moſt holy and comfortable word, 
fer mine eyes have ſeen thy precious ſalvation. “ Here, Doc- 
* tor, is my cordial! What are all the cordials given to ſup- 
« port the dying, in compariſon of that which ariſes from the 
« promiſes of ſalvation by Chriſt ? This, this ſupports me.” 
About three o'clock he ſaid, The great conflict is over.— 
« Now all is done.“ After which he ſcarce ſpoke any other 
words intelligibly, except now and then precious ſalvation. 

During the laſt hour he ſaid nothing, but leaned his head 
againſt the fide of an eaſy chair, and without a figh, groan, . 
ſtruggle, or the leaſt emotion in the world, he ſhut his eyes, 
and died, between four and five in the afternoon, on Chriſtmas- 
day 1758, in the forty-fifth year of his age. God grant, 
that we may all live the life, and die the death of the righ- 

teous ;—and that our laſt end may be like his. 

A few years ago Mr Hervey had a terrible fever at his brother 
William's houſe, in which he had ſeveral bliſters. On this occaſion 
Mr William Hervey wrote as follows to one of his intimate friends, 
My brother is indeed an example of patience.— He has not ſpoke 
„ (diving; the whole of his ſevere illneſs) one ſingle word of peeviſh- 
- neſs.—1 am 
4 he lies fick u 
« walking in 
« Spirit.” 

+ See Luke xxi. 34: 

|| Mr Hervey uſed f 
phaſis, and ſignificant look, as conveyed their important meaning in 
a manner not eaſily to be forgot. | 
' 4 This paſſage is illuftrated in a very inſtruffive manner by Dr 
Doddridge, in his Family-expofitor, and contains the ſubſtance of 

what Mr Hervey ſaid, and to which he referred. | 1 


Port. 


n his bed, I hope this will find you and yours well, 
e fear of the Lord, and the comforts of his Holy 


t Lake x, 435 : 


) 


* 


rſuaded he prays for you, and remembers you now 


cequently to repeat theſe lines with ſuch an em 


* 


„ 


When his body was conveyed to church, it was covered, by 
his expreſs deſire, with the poor's pall, and he was buried under 
the middle of the communion-table in the chancel of Weſton- 
Favell church, on Friday Dec. 28. in the preſence of a nume- 


rous congregation, full of regret for the loſs of ſo excellent a 


paſtor, His funeral was indeed a moſt awful and very affecting 
ſight.— Mr Maddock his curate, who buried him, was himſelf 
in tcars,—50me were wringing their hands, others ſobbing, 
many were ſilently weeping, but all were inwardly and ſincerely 
grieved, as their looks ſufficiently teſtified ;—and his attendants 
then bore a viſible witneſs, that he had not been altogether un- 
ſerviceable in his generation.—The poor thankfully acknow- 
ledged it; and, as they looked into his grave, ſeemed to ſay 
within themſelves, <** There lies the man whoſe unwearied kind- 
© neſs was the conſtant relief of my various diſtrefſes ; who 
** tenderly viſited my languiſhing bed, and readily ſupplicd 
* my indigent circumſtances.— Others, once ignorant and 
ungodly, looked at his grave, and ſeemed by their expreſſtve 
ſighs to ſay, are the laſt remains of that ſincere friend, 
* who watched foF my ſoul. I tremble to think into what 
« irretrievable ruin I might quickly have been. plunged, had 
* not his faithful admonitions and repeated exhortations ar- 
*« reſted me in the wild career. I was then unacquainted with 
the goſpel of peace; but now enlightened by his inſtruc- 
tions, I ſee the all-ſufficiency of my Saviour. His diſcourſes 
are ſtill warm on my heart, and I truſt will be more and more 
operative on my life *.“ 

It may truly be ſaid of Mr Hervey, that few lives have ever 
been more heavenly, and few deaths more triumphant. He 
died inthe Lord, and is now at reſt; where even the wicked ceaſe 
from troubling. His name is recorded in the annals of eter- 
nity; and the honours conferred on him by Chriſt, will for 
ever continue blooming and incorruptible in the world of glory. 

His character, both in his public and private capacity, was 
of the moſt exemplary kind. | 

As a miniſter, he performed all the duties of that office 
with the greateſt ſtriftneſs. In the pulpit he was earneſt and 
fervent, and ſhewed that he felt the efficacy of what he preach- 
ed Nor did he think it ſufficient to preach on the Lord's day 
only, but ſet up a weekly lecture every Wedneſday evening +, 
at Weſton-Favell church, which was very well attended. His 
zeal for the performance of his duty, was however, for ſome 
time before he died, much interrupted by the ill ſtate of his 
health, which would not permit him perſonally ro take due 
care even of the pariſh of Weſton, where he reſided. A cir- 
cumſtance that gave him inexpreffible concern. The laſt two 
or three years of his life he could ſcarce do any thing more 
than preach once on the Lord's day, when people from many 
miles around flocked to hear him, His Wedneſday evening-lec- 
ture at ſeven he diſcontinued for the laſt year. He had not 
been able for ſome time to preach at Collingtree t, or to vi- 
ſit his pariſhioners at their own houſes, as his cuſtom had been: 
but he encouraged them to come to him, and to converſe free- 
ly on the ſubjects relating to their eternal intereſts; and on ſuch 
occaſions he would ſpeak with a force and propriety peculiar to 
himſelf, He would frequently lament his inability to ſerve his 
people, comparing himſelf to a bleeding diſabled ſoldier, and 
only not ſlain. | AL any x 
. He always preached without notes, except on ſome very parti- 
cular occaſions ; but his method was judicious, clear, and not 
encumbered with too many ſubdivifions. His weakneſs render- 
ing him for ſeveral months before his death incapable of ſpeak- 
ing to his congregation as uſual, he ſhortened his diſcourſes, 
and took a moſt uſeful method of inculcating his inſtructions : 
for after he had expounded his text, and divided his ſermon in- 
to two heads, (rarely into more, and never exceeding three), 
he would ſpeak briefly, and at the concluſion of each head 
enforce what he had ſaid, by a pertinent text -of ſcripture, 
defiring his congregation (which was generally very numerous) 
to turn to their Bibles, and double down that text. Now,” 
added he, my dear brethren, if you forget my ſermon, 


| * See Meditations among the tombs, p. 24 . 
+ This leQure was held during the winter balf-year at ſeven, as it 
aid not then interfere with the work. of the labouring people ; and he 
illuminated the church out of his own pocket, not chuſing to put the 
pariſh to any additional expence. 6 

t Weſton-Favell, and Collingtree, the two family-livings, are 
within five meaſured miles of each other; which Mr Hervey and his 
curate uſed to attend alternately, till his ill kealth confined him en- 
tirely to Weſton-Favell. 
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2 . forget God's word in this text, unleſs you wilful - He was a Weiber of an aſſembly formed for Chriſtian im- e 8. 
you She theſe to your children, or provement, which was eſtabliſhed in his neighbourhood on te 


« jy throw your Bibles aſide. 
10 2 4. part of your family, when you return home.“ 


ave a ſtriking exhortation, and at the end of it 
pa Bog for them to double down; ſo that they had al- 
4 in order to their finding of which, he pauſed 


ways three texts: ' 6 Ip thereof 
in the pulpit two OF three minutes. This method was at- . b ; 
in the p r good effect: —it obliged the generality of In the exerciſe of his charity, Mr Hervey choſe to clothe the 


his kn their Bibles along with them; for thoſe who poor rather than to give them money ; and he would get ſome 
were without a Bible loſt the benefit of the texts, and were un- Judicious perſon to buy linen, coarſe cloth, ſtockings, ſhoes, 
loyed, while the majority who had one were buſy in look- &c. for them at the beſt hand; alleging, that the poor could 
cup ap * aſſages referred to in his ſermon. not purchaſe on ſuch good terms what they wanted at the little 
9 e e as much as poſſible to diveſt himſelf in his ne with ſmall ſums of money. I am,” ſaid he, 
public diſcourſes of his uſual elegancy of ſtyle, and to adapt 4 God's ſteward for the poor, and I muſt huſband the little 
his language to the lowelt capacity. In this he followed the ex- _ pittance I Dave to beſtow upon them, and make * % 2s far 
ample of Luther, who in his Table-talk ſays, „If in my as poſſible. But when money would be really ſerviceable to 
« preaching I were to pay a regard to Philip Melanchthon and * family, as to a prudent houſekceper, diſtreſſed by ſickneſs or 
« other learned divines, then 1 thould do little good, I preach misfortunes, he would give five or more guineas at a time; 
taking care that it ſhould not be known whence the money 


« in the plaineſt manner to thre illiterate, and ghat gives content ; | 
4 to all, Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, I ſpare till we learned Same. Pope's compliment to Mr Allen of Bath, might be 
« ones come together.” Mr Hervey thought perſpicuous juſtly applicd to him, who would 


language and evangelical doctrine of much more importance t Do good by flealth, and bluſh to find it fame. 


t 

N is nariſhioners, than elaborate or ornamented aiſcourſol? es ; : 
| * refs few 80 living, perhaps, were more capable of ſatisfy- 12 {as 1 8 ts * 2 of a phy- 
ng a polite or learned audience. * * a 'S . judicious apothecary) for the ſick 
His method of catechiſing children in church, and of ſpeak- 5 Wy an Oy ever ready y procure them the very beſt me- 
ing to them in private, was very engaging and uſeful, He I moſt D—_ 2 5 to mankind; and in 
would put little queſtions to them, after they had repeated the wontta: 8 =: wn * 5g os 1 l He 
words of the catechiſm; as for inſtance, ©* Well, my little; dig: quentiy * uch phyliclans ot his acquaintance 
« maid, let me hear if you ungf#{tand what you ſaid, If you 3 f phe es na of the kingdom, as he apprehended thus 
« do underſtand the meaning#Þf theſe words, you will then 2 K r br. 3g rr LP A when they 
% be able to anſwer the qufions I ſhall put to you . He rode through a town, to fuch poor creatures as the clergyman 
would at theſe times aſk nof6nly ſuch queſtions as were ſuit- be: ow 2 3 erer ſhould - why og 2: 
able to the words of thgfcatechiſm, but alſo ſuch as would _ = ”y _—_ MY paſſion. Mr Hervey would then 
ſtrike at the capital vices A his pariſhioners, yet without giving as if e. wY 2 * ae as much gratitude to tlie phyſician, 
perſonal offence +. e to himſelf, de ray the expence of what medicines 
He did not forget that he was a miniſter in his houſe ; for „s wanted. He greatly diſapproved indeed of the clergy's at- 
he worſhipped God with his family twice a-day. He ſupped at VIE ps dxf, as en- 56 r * he judici- 
eight every night, and at nine he expounded a text of ſerip- ouſly inferred, that it was impoſſible for them to do it with the 
ture for about a quarter of an hour, and ſeldom longer, ex- regen judgment. E wy brethren,” be would ſay, 
cept when ſome friend was preſent, to whom he thought _ - chem ry bread, 747 beer, and get good ſpoon · meats 
diſcourſe might be uſeful, or when particularly requeſted to ,, made for them; but medicines are of too important a na- 
enlarge. After this he concluded with prayer. hi ture to be given indiſcriminately.“ He obſerved, that by 
He breakfaſted at nine, and about eight he called his family nn method the ſick poor had the very beſt medicines, as the 
phylician ſaw them himſelf, and bought them very cheap, be- 


together, and required each of his ſervants to repeat by heart ( 

the text which he had explained the preceding evening, and then rant kv (RAIDS, knowing they were for Charitable uſes, 

he would recapitulate his expoſition : by which method, both his charged the phyſician for them no more than prime coſt *, with 
ſome little allowance merely for his trouble in compounding them; 


text and commentary were imprinted on their memories. After : 
this he had prayers. and as the phyſician knew what diſeaſes were curable, there was' 
—— when hs wall ld die 20 ae ee- weed no waſte of medicines in fruitleſs attempts to cure caſes, which, 
to bring his Hebrew Bible or Greek Teſtament with him, and though actually incurable, perſons of leſs judgment could not 
would ſpeak (as he was ever ſtudious how he might promote the pronounce to be fo. | 
He gave away a great number of good books, with ſuitable 


1 f God, and improve time) eicher 

8 to A * ed, in ch ) OT . Bae Free Ow inſtructions for their uſe ; and cſpecially Bibles. In the blank 

taining manner imaginable. And in the ſummer-ſeaſon he leaf he frequently wrote ſomething capable of making an impreſ- 
ſion, or elſe ſtuck in a printed paper relating to the promiſes 


would now and then drink tea, when his health would permit | i 
him, with ſome of his moſt ſerious pariſhioners; and then five of God, in and through Jeſus Chriſt, or to creation, preſer- 
vation, and redemption . | 


or fix of the neighbours were invited, and Mr Hervey's con- : * 
verſation was remarkably affecting, as he had a happy talent All the future profits of his works he has left to ſome of the 
charitable uſes above ſpecified, except his Meditations; the co- 


at ſpiritualizing almoſt every incident, and was naturally of a ' 
moſt obliging and chearful diſpoſition. Py of which he had ſold, after it had paſſed through ſeveral e- 
| ditions ; which ſale of the copy, and the profits of the for- 


5 x6: ſome farther account of his manner of catechiſing, in one of mer impreſſions, amounted to about 700 I. all of which he gave 
$ letters, | | i ity. - at 1 
ede enk bin lin i bn ne mig ro ey , a 


longer than he approved, —and others having been buſy in foddering 
their cattle when he was coming to church, and ſeveral having fre. Wrote not for profit or fame, but to ſerve the cauſe of God; 


vented the alehouſe, he thus catechiſed one of the children before and as Providence had bleſſed his attempt, he thought himſelf 


* 


the congregation: : : * 1. 2 
Repeat me the fourth commandment—Now, little man, do you un- * 2 1 br on OY X f — e e e 
. , 


derfland the meaning of this commandment ?—Yes, Sir,—Then, if ws l 
you do, you will be able to anſwer me theſe queſtions.— Do thoſe that he might be liberal to others ; and it was always his defire 


1 the N — lie 1 eight or nine o'clock to die juſt even with the world. I will be my own executor,” 

| the morning, inſtead of riſing to ſay their prayers and read the ſaid he. And as he died we EY wy” ; 

Bible? No, Sir.—Do thoſe keep the Sabbath who fodder their cattle, * * LEBE Te wm 5 4 ol os Aire 
" , 


when other people are going to church? No, Sir.-Does God Al- 
mighty bleſs ſuch Wal as 5 to alehouſes, and don't mind the in- given in warm cloathing to the poor in that ſevere ſeaſon. 


ſtructions of their miniſter? No, Sir, — Don't thoſe who love God ky | | 
read the Bible to their families, pac(icularly on Sunday evenings, and Whenever he ſolicited the aſſiſtance of apothecaries on theſe cha- 


have prayers every morning and night in their houſes? Yes, Sir.— ritable occaſions, he deſired the favour of them to relinquiſh. their u- 
A great variety of ſuch pertinent and familiar queſtions he would fre- ſual profits; promiſing, on that condition, to-repay what they might : 
ently aſk in the moſt engaging. manner, on every part of the cate- be out of pocket. 1 — * | Toby — 
cbiſm, as he thought moſt conduzive to ine improvement and refor- + See a copy of thY printed paper among his tracts. 

mation of his pariſh, No 1. 7 


th of July 1747, and conſtantly attended it fo long as he was 
able to ride to the place of meeting. A ſhort account of the 
rules of this aſſembly is given at the end of his tracts, together 
with two prayers compoſed by him for the uſe of the members 


* 7 


— * 


„ 
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To theſe inſtances of his charity, we may K add an 
incident, which, how trifling ſocver in itſelf, yet atfords a very 
ſtrong proof, not only of the benevolence of his heart, but of 
his regard to practical religion, and to the doing of every good 
work within his power. | 

A day or two before his death, when he was reduced to ſuch 
extreme weakneſs as to be unable to read, and could with difti- 
culty ſpeak, a little account being ſettled with him by a friend, 
on the balance of which he received 18 s. looking on the money 
with great indifference, he expreſſed himſelf to this effect: © I 
+ would gladly diſpoſe of this ſmall ſum, in ſuch manner as 
e may do the moſt good. It is the only act which I now am, 
* and probably the laſt that I ſhall be, able to perform. Give 
*« yourſelf the trouble of looking amongſt theſe books, and you 
« will find Mr Richards's pamphlet “;: at the latter end of 
©« which are, I remember, ſome hints concerning the means 


„of promoting religion in ourſelves or others, which (even 


« with ſome additions and improvements, which you might 
e eaſily make) will not fill more than a ſheet of paper f, and, 
jf ſtuck up or framed, might be particularly uſeful in that 
« form. Le t then ſuch a number of them be printed and 
« given away, as this money will admit of,” His orders 
were properly executed; and the evidences of ſuch an angelic 
temper were equally matter of edification and comfort to his 
friend, as this charitable legacy, if we may ſo call it, will be to 
all who receive and rightly ule it. 

This incident affords a ſtriking evidence of the happy fruits 
and effects of his favourite doctrine and ſtrong expreſſions of 
the all- ſuſſicient righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as the ſole requiſite 
to juſtification before God, and acceptance. with him; and 
(hews that indecd his faith wrought by love. No man had 
ever a greater diſregard for money; which he eſteemed un- 
worthy of his notice on any other account, than as it furniſh- 
ed him with the means of doing good Surely we may here 
barrow the ſentiment and expreſſion of the celebrated Mr 


Pope, and juſtly conclude, that 
| He felt his ruling paſſion flrong in death, 


Mr Hervey was indeed too negligent of his dreſs ; which, 
though it could not in the leaſt leſſen the reſpect paid to him in 
his own pariſh, and neighbourhood, where he was ſo well 
known, yet he would unqueſtionably have avoided it, if he 
had lived in a more public ſcene, where the decency and pro- 
priety of appearance are of much greater importance, 

In learning he was inferior to few. Greek was almoſt as 
familiar to him as his native language. He was a great maſter 
of the claflics ; and in the younger part of his life had written 
ſome copies of verſes, which ſhewed no contemptible genius 
for poetry. He had a critical knowledge of the Hebrew 
tongue, and delighted in it, 

With reſpect to his private capacity, he was never known to 
be in a paſſion. He lived as in heaven. No worldly concerns 
(though he ſometimes met with very trying ones) ever affected 
him. His humility rendered him invulnerable. When he 
was miſrepreſented and calumniated, he would ſay, „Our 
« enemies are ſometimes our beſt friends, and tell us truths ; 
« and then we ſhould amend our faults, and be thankful for 
„ ſuch information: and if what they ſay be not true, and 
« only ſpoke through malice, then ſuch perſons are to be 
© conſidered as diſeaſed in their minds, and that he would 
% pray for them. They are to be pitied,” ſays he, “ and I 
„ might be as juſtly angry with a man, who is diſeaſed in his 
&« body.” . 

All Nis he ſpoke with humility, ſeriouſneſs, and ſweetneſs ; 
for it was the language of his heart, and not of affectation. 
In his ordinary tranſactions with others, he was ever chear- 
ful, punctual, juſt, and candid to perſons of every denomina- 
tion. 

He frequently wrote religious letters to his acquaintance, 
according to their different circumſtances, in the moſt amiable 
and convincing manner; and he ſeemed to make it almoſt an 


invariable rule, not to write a letter on any occaſion, without 


This pamphlet (wrote by the Rev. Mr Richards of Northampton, 


and formerly of Trinity College, Oxford) is entitled, Hints for re- 
ligious converſation, with the afflited in mind, body, and eftate, and 
with ſuch others as ſtand in need of ſpiritual alliſtance, eſpecially at the 
times when they are confined by fickne/s. 

+ The Hints, &c. which were printed in the 6 
are ſubjoined to Mr Hervey's tracts in this editi 


ngle ſheet of paper, 
n. | 
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at leaſt one pious ſentence “ ia it; and that not introduced 
in a forced and awkward manner, but interwoven ſo as to a 
pear naturally to ariſe from the ſubje&t. Of this kind ſome 
ſpecimens may be ſeen in the note at the bottom of the 
page f. 

Notwithſtanding Mr Hervey lived a very holy and exem- 
plary life, preaching Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified, and in- 
culcating the practice of real religion and holineſs in heart 
and life, yet his enemics (for, ſtrange as it is, even Mr Her- 
vey himſelf, the moſt inoffenſive of men, had enemies) have 
not ſcrupled to affert, that “ his tenets were diſhonourable 
« to God, ſubverſive of all goſpel-holineſs, deſtructive even 
„ of common morality, and very injurious to ſociety itſelf, 
© by making men melancholy and regardleſs of buſineſs.” 
Theſe were the very words of an abuſive and anonymous 
letter ſent to him by the poſt: on which, that meek and 
moſt excellent man obſerved to an intimate friend, with all 
his uſual mildneſs, “ Indeed this gentleman may be ſaid, I 
„think, to write at random. Surely he has never read my 
* works, If I knew where to direct to him, I ſhould defire 
% him to turn to what I have advanced in the ninth para- 
« graph of my Contemplations on the ſtarry heavens t, and 
&© ſuch a reply I would hope might convince him of his miſ- 
% take.” 

Some of Mr Hervey's friends thought he carried the Cal- 
viniſtical tenets ſo far, that conſequences diſadvantageous to 
religion might be deduced from them, and which he himſelf, 
inſtead of aſſenting to them, would have ſtartled at and reject- 
ed with abhorrence. The fact is, the doctrine he delivered in 
his writings, is purely ſcriptural, and agreeable to that contain- 
ed in all the confeſſions of the reformed churches ; and is ſo 
far from having a tendency to weaken the obligations to pu- 
rity and holincis of life, that it promotes them in the moſt 
effectual manner, and has the moſt happy influence on mora- 
lity, When perſons of judgment have pointed out to him 


* Nulla dies fine linea, Nulla epiſtola fine Chrifto, were Mr Hervey's 
maxims. 

+ Theſe ſpecimens are taken from haſty meſſage-cards, or billets, to 
ſome of his intimate friends. 

„When [ ſee my dear triend, we will talk about the contents of 
* his laſt, My money is Chriſt's, and I only deſire that he will give 
«© me benevolence to diſpoſe of it willingly; diſcretion to beſtow it 
% prudently. I hope you have quite recovered, and adapted the 
*« pſalmiſl's reſolution, P/al. cxvi. 8. 9. What do you think is the 
% meaning of that remarkable expreſſion, 7 will walk before the Lord ? 


In another billet to a perſon about retiring from buſineſs, he writes, 
„Thanks for your Witfius de æconomia farderum. The time, I 
hope, is coming, when you will bave leiſure to read, a heart to re- 
« liſh, and a tongue to diſplay ſuch precious doctrines.“ 


In another he writes, 

Let us all remember, my dear friend, chat time is upon the 
„wing ;—eternity is at our door; therefore what we do for our bleſ- 
« ſed Maſter, we muſt do quickly,” 

Mr Hervey's letters were collected, and publiſhed, in two volumes 


octavo, in 1760. A full and particular account of them is given in 


the preface prefixed to them in this edition. They exhibit, in their 
purport, compoſition, and tendency, a ſtriking and amiable picture 
of a; ingenuity, learning, candour, and piety of the excellent 
author. 

t Some, I believe, are apt to imagine, that they muſt renounce ſo- 
ciety, if they devote themſelves to Chriſt; and abandon all the ſatis- 
faction of this world, if they once become zealous candidates for the 
felicity of another. But this is a very miſtaken notion, or elſe a very 
injurious repreſentation of the doctrine, which is according to godli- 
neſs, It was never intended to drive men into deſerts, but to lead 
them, through the peacefu] and pleaſant paths of wiſdom, into the 
bliſsful regions of life eternal. It was never intended to ſlrike off the 
wheels of bu/ine/s, or cut in ſunder the ſinews of induſtry; but rather 
to make men induſtrious from a principle of conſcience, not from the 
inſtigations of awarice ; that they may promote their immortal happi- 
neſs, even while they provide for their temporal maintenance.—lt has 
no deſign to extirpate our paſſions, but only to reſtrain their irregulari- 
ties; neither would it damp the delights of ſenſe, but prevent them 
from evaporating into vanity, and ſubſiding into gall. A perſon may 
be chearful amongſt his friends, yet joyful in God. He may taſle the 
ſweets of his 5-46, 1 eſtate, and at the ſame time cheriſh his hopes of 
a nobler inheritance in heaven. 

The trader may proſecute the demands of commerce, without neg- 
letting to negotiate the affairs of his ſalvation :—The avarrior may 
wear his ſword 3 may draw, in a juſt cauſe, that murderous weapon; 
and yet be a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chritt, and obtain the crown that 


fadeth not aw ay.— The parent may lay up a competent portion for his 


children, and not forfeit his title to the treaſures either of grace or 
glory. So far is Chriſtianity from obſtructing any valuable intereſts, 
or with-holding any real pleaſure, that it evidently advances the one, 
and improves the other. See p. 83. 
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ſome expreſſions that were liable to be miſunderſtood in that 
reſpect, he always diſavowed any ſuch meaning? and affirmed, 
chat the fault was not in the evangelical doctrines ſo much 
inſiſted on by him, but in the miſapprehenſion, ignorance, or 
inattention of thoſe who abuſed them to licentiouſneſs, He 
would then add, he was ready to alter or retract any ſen- 
timent or expreſſion which he apprehended to be really ob- 
jectionable ; but that to make things equally clear to every 
one's apprehenſion, or to have the ſame effect upon every 
one's mind, was an impracticable attempt; that he profeſſed 
himſelf a Calviniſt, and that conſequently the Arminians 
would not reliſh ſome things he advanced, though what he 
wrote was exactly conformable to the church-articles, which 
are Calviniſtical ; yet he hoped they would not reject the 
whole, becauſe they could not in every point concur with him; 
and that his writings in general might be uſeful, how much 
ſocver ſome of his particular (though truly ſcriptural) opi- 
nions might be doubted or cenſured. And on this head let 
us hear Mr Hervey himſelf, He, in a letter written by him a 
very little before his happy death, thus expreſles himſelf : 
« Do they who deny faith, and extol their good works, diſ- 
« tinguiſh themſelves by the practice of them ? I will be 
« bold to ſay, that, on an impartial examination, the majority 
ce will be found on the fide of thoſe who embrace the doctrine 
« of the imputation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, and who expect 
«« ſalvation by him alone.“ 

Of the compliments publicly paid to his piety and genius, 
it will be ſufficient to inſert a paragraph from the Northamp- 
ton Mercury, which may be ſeen at the bottom of the next co- 
lumn =; and the following eulogium extracted from the Rev. 
Mr Dodd's poem on the Epiphany. 


. Thou HERVEY, too, 
Whoſe page and ſoul alike breathe humbleſt love 
To thy ador'd Redeemer ; thou haſt ſhewn 

That piety and poliſh'd elegance 

May well together ſuit : and while remains 

Or piety, or elegance, thy works, 

Like genuine gold, the touchſtone will abide, 
And grateful in thy countrymen remain! 

Oh! may 1 to my lowly flrains derive 

Some merit from the friend/hip of thy name ; 
Strains, whoſe exalted ſubje fills thy heart 
So ronſtant with delight; and ſrom thy tongue 
In CONVERSE fours ſuch ſtreams of eloquence, 
That the wrapt hearer wonders at bis fears 
Of death ere while, and glowing with the love 
Of IJxs v, caught from thee, longs to behold 
His Saviour in the clouds : for who can ſtand 
Amidſt the ſweetneſs of Arabian groves, 

And not bear thence ſome fragrance *—Valu'd friend, 
Proceed, and (thy too feeble firength renew'd) 
May to hoar age thy journey be prolong'd, 

And ftrew'd each ſtep with bleſſings to mankind ! 


We ſhall cloſe this account of Mr Hervey's life, with the 
following elegy on him. 
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Mr James HERVEY. 
URANIa ſpeak! in penſive numbers tel 
How Z10N trembled when great HRRVEN fell! 
When fail'd his ſtrength, and when his pulſe beat lou, 
Tell how ſhe mourn'd to ſee th' impending blow ! 

O thou, to whom all ſacred themes belong, 

Pour forth the ſweetly-melancholy ſong ! 

« Alas! grim death hath ſhot the fatal dart, 

* Which long ſeem'd pointed at his languid heart. 
7% inſatiate tyrant, crewn'd with fun'ral gloom, 
* In triumph drags him to the hollow tomb ; 

Who now fo well can paint the blooming flow'r, 

Or preach from ſepulchres at midnight-hour ? 

* Who now ſo well the ftarry heavens ſcan, 

And read the lectures Nature meant for man 

No more his voice a careleſs world can move, 

Or tell the wonders of redeeming love; 

* No more ſhall thouſands round his pulpit throng, 

To hear the heav'nly precepts of his tongue : 

For lo ! above this groſs impurer air, 

Releas'd from every pain, and every care, 

* He ſoars aloft ( angelic hoſts his guide) 

On wings new plum'd, which ne er before he try'd, 

With rapid ſpeed his golden pinions riſe 

Thro' flarry plains, and ſtim th' empyrean ſhies. 

And now where ſparkling portals wide diſplay 

Tie bliſsful regions of eternal day; 

His Lord receives him midſt celeſtial choirs, 

Who crown his head, and ſtrike their golden lyres; 

Thro' heav'n's glad courts the greeting anthems roll, 

And joys new blooming feaſt his raviſbd foul ; 

* Joys which to tell all eloquence is faint, 

And which the loftieft muſe can never paint +." 


* On Chriſtmas day, in the afternoon, died, in the 45th year of his 
ages the Rev. Mr James Hervey, Rector of Weſton-Favell, near 

orthampton, and author of the Meditations on the tombs, flower-gar- 
den, &c,— He was one of the moſt eminent inſtances of the power of 
Chriſtianity upon the human mind. In his miniſterial province he was 
pious, fervent, and indefatigable.— In his ordinary connections with 
the community, he was ever chearful, conſcientiouſly punctual in all 
his dealings, and amiably candid to perſons of every denomination.— 
To his charities he ſet no bounds, ſcarcely leaving himſelf the mere 
requiſites of his ſtation.— Under the ſevereſt trials of infirmity for ſe- 
veral years he diſplayed the higheſt example of fortitude, ſerenity, pa- 
tience, and an entire reſignation to the divine will, His writings 
molt abundantly evidence his learning and ingenuity.—Bot, reader, 
it is not the acquiſitions of his underſtanding, but the improvements 
of his heart, and his confidence in the great Redeemer, which will 
now avail this moſt excellent man, 

+ The reader may be aſſured, that theſe verſes were wrote by a very 
ſerious and well diſpoſed young man, apprentice to a Jerſey comber, 
in the town of Northampton, in a low ſtation of life, and of no libe- 
ral education; whoſe mind, by Mr James Hervey's preaching and 
writings, had been very early impreſſed with the ſacred ardor off piet 
and poetry, The original copy is in the hands of the Rev. AI. 
Richard Onely, of Clipſton, A. M. maſter of the free ſchool there, 
to whom it was tranſmitted by a friend of the lad's, for his in- 
ſpection and correction: the alterations he has made are not many; 
and, upon the whole, it may be conſidered as a kind of Chriſtian a- 
potheofis; or, at leaſt, a neat elegiac garland, not altogether unworthy 
of being hung over that great and good man's tomb. 
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N theſe lov'd ſcenes, what rap'trous graces ſhine, 
Live in each leaf, and breathe in every line ! 
What ſacred beauties beam throughout the whole, 
To charm the ſenſe, and ſteal upon the ſoul ! 
In claſſic elegance, and thoughts—his own, 
We ſee our faults, as in a mirror, ſhown : 
Each truth, in glaring characters expreſt, 
All own the twin reſemblance in their breaſt : 
His eaſy periods, and perſuaſive page, 
At once amend, and entertain the age : 
Nature's wide fields all open to his view, 
He charms the mind with ſomething ever new : 
On fancy's pinions, his advent'rous ſoul 
Wantons unbounded, and pervades the whole; 
From death's dark caverns in the earth below, 
To ſpheres, where planets roll, or comets glow. 


See him explore, with more than human eyes, 
The dreary ſepulchre, where GRANVILLE lies: 
Converſe with ſtones, or monumental braſs, 

The rude inſcriptions, —or the painted glaſs : 
To gloomy vaults deſcend with awful tread, 
And view the ſilent manſions of the dead. 


To gayer ſcenes he next adapts his lines, 
Where laviſh nature in embroid'ry ſhines : 
The jeſs'mine groves, the woodbine's fragrant bow'rs, 
With all the painted family of flow'rs ; 
There, SACHARI1SSA ! in each fleeting grace, 
Read all the tranſient honours of thy face. 


With equal dignity, now ſee him riſe 
To paint the ſable horrors of the ſkies ; 
When all the wide horizon lies in ſhade ; 
And midnight-phantoms ſweep along the glade : 
All nature huſh'd—a ſolemn ſilence reigns, 
And ſcarce a breeze diſturbs the ſleeping plains. 


Laſt, yet not leſs, in majeſty of phraſe, | 
He draws the full-orb'd moon's expanſive blaze ; 
The waving meteors, trembling from on high, 
With all the mute artill'ry of the ſky : 

Syſtems on ſyſtems, which in order roll, 
And dart their lambent beams from pole to pole. 


Hail, mighty genius! whoſe excurſive ſoul 
No bounds confine, no limits can controul: 
Whoſe eye expatiates, and whoſe mind can rove, 
Thro' earth, thro' æther, and the realms above; 
From things inanimate can direct * the rod 
In juſt gradation, to aſcend to Gov. 

Taught by thy lines, ſee hoary age grows wiſe, 
And all the rebel in his boſom dies : 

E'en thoughtleſs youth, in luxury of blood, 

Fly the infectious world, and dare —be good: 
Thy ſacred truths ſhall reach th' impervious heart; 
Diſcord ſhall ceaſe, Diſeaſe forget to ſmart: 
E'en Malice love, and Calumny commend ; 
Pride beg an alms, and Av'rice turn a friend. 


Center'd in Cyr1sT, who fires the ſoul within, 
The fleſh ſhall know no pain; the ſoul, no fin ; 
E'en in the terrors of expiring breath, | 
We bleſs the friendly ſtroke, and live—in death. 


Oxſord, April 28. 1748. 


An alluſion to the cuſtom of ſhewing curious objects, and parti- 
cularizing their reſpective delicacies, by the pointing of a rod. 


By a PHYSICIAN. 


8 meditant ! whoſe ardors riſe 

Deep from the tombs, and kindle to the ſkies ; 
How ſhall an earthly bard's profaner ftring 
Reſound the flights of thy ſeraphic wing ? 

When great EL1JAH, in the fiery car, 

Flam'd viſible to heav'n, a living ſtar, 

A ſeer remain'd to thunder what he knew, 

And with his mantle caught his ſpirit too. 

Wit, fancy, fire, and elegance have long 

Been loſt in vitious or ignoble ſong : 

Sunk from the chaſtely grand, the pure ſublime, 
They flatter'd wealth and pow'r, or murder'd time, 
"Tis thine their devious luſtre to reduce, 

To prove their nobleſt pow'r, their genuine uſe 
From carth-born fumes to clear their tainted flame, 


And point their flight to heav'n—from whence they came. 


O more than bard in proſe! to whom belong 
Harmonious ſtyle and thought, in rhymeleſs ſong ; 
Oft, by thy friendly conduct, let me tread 
The ſoftly-whifp'ring manſions of the dead: 
Where the grim form, calcining hinds and lords, 
Grins at each fond diſtinction pride records. 
Dumb, with immortal energy they teach: 
Lifeleſs, they threaten, mould ring as they preach 
To each ſucceeding age, thro' every clime, 
The ſpan of life, and endleſs round of time: 
Hence may propitious melancholy flow, 
And ſafety find me in the vaults of wo. 

While ev'ry virtue forms thy mental feaſt, 
I glow with fair ſincerity at leaſt : 
I feel { thy face unknown ) thy heart refin'd, 
And taſte, with bliſs, the beauties of thy mind; 
Collecting clearly, through thy ſacred plan, 


What reverence of Go ÞD ! what love to man 


—O ! when at laſt our deathleſs forms ſhall riſc, 

And flow'rs and ſtars deſiſt to moralize; + 

Shall then my ſoul, by thine inform'd, furvey, 

And bear the ſplendors of eſſential day? 

But while my thoughts indulge the glorious ſcope, 

(My utmoſt worth beneath my humbleſt hope), 

Conſcience, or ſome exhorting angel, cries, 

„No lazy wiſhes reach above the ſkies. | 

« Would you indeed the perfect ſcenes ſurvey, 

% And ſhare the triumphs of unbounded day; 

« His love-diffuſive life with ardor live ; 

% And die like this divine contemplative.” 
London, July 9. 1748. 


By a PHYSICIAN.” 
form the taſte, and raiſe the nobler part, 


| 'To mend the morals, and to warm the heart 4, 


To trace the genial ſource we nature call, 

And prove the Go p of nature friend of all; 
HERVIn x for this his mental landſcape drew, 
And ſketch'd the whole creation out to view. 

Th' enamell'd bloom, and variegated flow'r, 
Whoſe crimſon changes with.the changing hour ; 
The humble ſhrub, whoſe fragrance ſcents the morn, 
With buds diſclofing to the early dawn ; 
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VERSES to Mr Hervey, on his MEDITATIONS. ix 


The oaks that grace Pritannia's mountains fide, 
And ſpicy Lebanon's ſuperior * pride; 7” 
All loudly $0 REIGN EXCELLENCE proclaim, 
And animated worlds con feſs the ſame. 

The azure fields that form th' extended ſky, 
The planetary globes that roll on high, ; 

And ſolar orbs, of proudeſt blaze, combine, 

To act ſubſervient to the great deſign. 
Men, angels, ſeraphs, join the gen'ral voice : 
And in the Lord of nature A L L rejoice. 

His, the grey Winter's venerable guiſe, 
Its ſhrouded glories, and inſtructive ſkies ; 
His, the ſnow's plumes, that brood the fick'ning blade; 
His, the bright pendant, that impearls the glade ; 
The waving foreſt, or ths whiſ p'ring brake, 
The ſurging billow, or the ſleeping lake. 
The saMkE, who pours the beauties of the ſpring, 
Or mounts the whirlwind's deſolating wing. 
The saut, who (miles in nature's peaceful form, 
Frowns in the tempeſt, and directs the ſtorm, 

"Tis thine, bright teacher, to improve the age ; 

'Tis thine, whoſe life's a comment on thy page, 

Thy happy page ! whoſe periods ſweetly flow, 

Whoſe figures charm us, and whoſe colours glow 
Where artle/s piety pervades the whole, 

Refines the genius, and exalts the ſoul, 

For let the witling argue all he can, 

It is religion ſtill that makes the man. 

"Tis this, my friend, that ſtreaks our morning bright; 
This this that gilds the horrors of our night. 

When wealth forſakes us, and when friends are few; 
When friends are faithleſs, or when foes purſue ; 
is this that wards the blow, or ſtills the ſmart ; 
Diſarms affliction, or repels its dart; 

Within the breaſt bids pureſt rapture riſe ; 

Bids ſmiling conſcience ſpread her cloudleſs ſkies, 

When the ſtorm thickens, and the thunder rolls, 
When the earth trembles to th' affrighted poles ; 
The virtuous mind, nor doubts nor fears aſſail; 
For ſtorms arc zephyrs, or a gentler gale. 

And when diſeaſe obſtructs the lab'ring breath, 
When the heart fickens, and each pulſe is death; 
E'en then religion ſhall ſuſtain the juſt, N 
Grace their laſt moments, nor deſert their duſt. 


Auguſt 5. 1748. 
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8 ſome new ſtar attracts th' admiring fight, 
His ſplendors pouring thro” the fields of light, 
Whole nights, delighted with th' unuſual rays, 
On the fair heav'nly vi/itant we gaze : 
So thy fam'd velumes ſweet ſurpriſe impart ; 
Mark'd by all eyes, and felt in ev'ry heart. 
Nature, inform'd by thee, new paths has trod, 
And riſes, here, a preacher for her Gop ; 
By fancy's aids, myſterious heights ſhe tries, 
And lures us, by our ſenſes, to the ſkies, 
To deck thy fyle collected graces throng, 
Bold as the pencil's tints, yet ſoft as ſong. 
In themes, how rich thy vein ! how pure thy choice ! 
Tranſcripts of truths, own'd clear from ſcripture's voice: 
Thy judgment theſe, and piety atteſt, 
Tranſcripts—read only fairer in thy breaſt. 
There, what thy works would ſhew, we beſt may ſee, 
And all they teach in doctrine, lives in thee. 
Oh !—might they live !—Our pray'rs their ſtrife engage ; 
But thy fix'd languors yield us ſad preſage. 
In vain ſkill'd med'cine tries her healing art: 
Diſeaſe, long foe, entrenches at thy heart, 
Yet on new labours till thy mind is prone, 
For a world's good, too thoughtleſs of thy own. 
Active, like day's kind orb, life's courſe you run, 
Its ſphere till glorious, tho' a ſetting ſun. 
Redemption opes thee wide her healing plan, 
Health's only balm, her ſov'reign'ſt gift to man. 
Themes ſweet like theſe thy ardors, freſh, excite : 
Warm at the ſoul, they nerve thy hand to write ; 
— cedar, t Referring to the V inter. piccr. 
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Make thy try'd virtues in their charms appear, 
Patience, rais d hope, firm faith, and love ſincere ; 
Like a big conſtellation, bright they glow, 
And beam ou: lovelier by the night of wo. 
Known were thy merits to the-public long, 
Ere own'd thus feebly in my humble ſong. 
Damp'd are my fires ; my heart dark cares depreſs 
A heart, too feeling from its own diſtreſs. 
Proud on thy friendſhip, yet to build my fame, 
I gain'd my page * a ſanction from thy name. 
Weak theſe returns (by gratitude tho' led) 
Where mine ſhall in thy fav'rite leaves be read, 
Yet o'er my conſcious meanneſs hope prevails ; 
Love gives me merit, where my genius fails. 
On its ſtrong baſe my ſmall deſert I raiſe, 
Averſe to flatt'ry, as unſkill'd to praiſe. 
Mile-End Green, 


Feb. 23. 1749. Mosrs BRowNE. 


Hence flow theſe ſolemn ſounds ? this raptur'd 
ſtrain ? 

Cherubic notes my wond'ring ear detain ! 
Yet tis a mortal's voice; tis Hervey ſings : 
Sublime he ſoars on contemplation's wings : 
In every period breathes ecſtatic thought, 
HERvEy, 'twas heav'n thy ſacred leſſons taught. 
Celeſtial viſions bleſs thy ſtudious hours, 

Thy lonely walks, and thy ſequeſter'd bow'rs. 
What fav'ring pow'r, diſpenſing ſeeret aids, 
Thy cavern'd cell, thy curtain'd couch pervades ? 

Still hov'ring near, obſervant of thy themes, 
In whiſpers prompts thee, or inſpires thy dreams ? 
Jzsvs! effulgence of paternal light! 
Ineffably divine! ſupremely bright 
Whoſe energy according worlds atteſt, 
Kindled theſe ardors in thy glowing breaſt. 
We catch thy flame, as we thy page peruſe ; 
And faith in every object Jes Us views. 
We in the bloomy breathing garden trace 
Somewhat—like emanations of his grace : 
Yet muſt all ſweetneſs and all beauty yield, 
1dume's grove, and Sharon's flow'ry field, 
Compar'd with Jes vs: meanly, meanly ſhows 
The brighteſt lily, faint the lovelieſt roſe. ” 
Divine inſtructor! lead thro' midnight-glooms, 
To moralizing ſtars, and preaching tombs : 
Thro' the ſtill void a Saviour's voice ſhall break, 
A ray from JacosB's ſtar the darkneſs ſtreak : 
To him the faireſt ſcenes their luſtre owe ; 
His cov'nant brightens the celeſtial bow; 
His vaſt benevolence profuſely ſpreads 
The yellow harveſts, and the verdant meads, 
Thy pupil, Herver, a Redeemer finds 
In boundleſs oceans, and in viewleſs winds : 
He reins at will the furious blaſts, and guides 
The rending tempeſts, and the roaring tides. 


O give, my ſoul, thy welfare to his truſt : 


Who rais'd the world, can raiſe thy ſleeping duſt ! 
He will, he will, when nature's courſe is run, 
Midſt falling ſtars, and an extinguiſh'd ſun ; 
He will with myriads of his ſaints appear. 
O may I join them, tho' the meaneſt there ! 

Tho nearer to the throne my HR RVE I ſings; 


Tho' I at humbler diſtance ſtrike the ſtrings ; 


Yet both ſhall mingle in the ſame employ, 
Both drink the fulneſs of cternal joy. 


Clerkenwell Green, 


Feb. 24. 1773 Jonx Dole x. 


WIr numbers of our race ſurvey 
The monarch of the golden day, 


Night's ample canopy unfurl'd, 
In gloomy grandeur round the world, 


* Sundar-TrougGuTs, 
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But, ah ! from whence ſhall gratitude obtain 


7 


4. 


The earth in ſpring's embroid' ry dreſt, 
And occan's ever- working breaſt 

And ſtill no grateful honours riſe 

To him who ſpread the ſpacious ſkies, 
Who hung this air-ſuſpended ball, 

And lives, and reigns, and ſhines, in all ! 

To chaſe our ſenſual fogs away, | 
And bright to pour th'* eternal ray 
Of Deity inſcrib'd around 
Wide nature to her utmoſt bound, 

Is HErvery's taſk; and well his {kill 
Celeſtial can the taſk fulfil : 
Aſcending from theſe ſcenes below, 
Ardent the Maker's praiſe to ſhow, 
His facred contemplations ſoar, 

And teach our wonder to adore. 

Now he ſurveys the realms beneath, 
The realms of horror, and of death ; 
Now entertains his vernal hours 
In flow'ry walks, and blooming bow'rs; 
Now hails the black-brow'd night, that brings 
Athereal des upon her wings; 

Now marks the planets as they roll 

On burning axles round the pole: 

While tombs, and flow'rs, and ſhades, and ftars, 
Unveil their ſacred characters 

Of juſtice, wiſdom, pow'r, and love ; 

And lift the foul to realms above, 

Where dwells the Gon, in glory crown'd, 

Who ſends his boundleſs influence round. 

So Jacos, in his bliſsful dreams, 
Array'd in heav'n's refulgent beams, 

Saw from the ground a ſcale ariſe, |, 
Whoſe ſummit mingled with the ſkies ; 
Angels were pleas'd to paſs the road, 

The itage to earth, and path to Go p. 

Herver, proceed: for nature yields 

Freſh treaſure in her ample fields ; 
And in ſeraphic ecſtaſy 

Still bear us to the throne on high. 
Ocean's wild wonders next explore, 
His changing ſcenes, and ſecret ſtore ; 


Or let dire EAR THQUAKE claim thy toil, 


EARTHQUAKE, that ſhakes a guilty iſle. 
So, if ſmall things may ſhadow forth, 


Dear man, thy labours, and thy worth, 


The bee upon the flow'ry lawn 
Inbibes the lucid drops of dawn, 
Works them in his myſterious mould, 
And turns the common dew to gold. 
Le, din, 


' As G1iBBONS. 
May 26. 1750. e 
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Aunghtful author ! whom the ſaints inſpire! 

Aad whiſp'ring angels with their ardors fire 
From youth like mine, wilt thou accept of praiſe ? 
Or {mile with candor on a ſtripling's lays ? 

My little laurel (but a ſhoot at moſt) 

Has hardly more than one ſmall wreath to boaſt. 
Such as it is—(ah ! might it worthier be!) 

Its ſcanty foliage all is due to THEE. 

Oh ! if, amongſt the honours of thy brow, 
This ſlender circlet may but humbly grow, 

If its faint verdure haply may find place— 

A foil to others ;—tho' its own diſgrace ; 

Accept it, HExver, from a heart fincere ; 

And, for the giver's ſake,—the tribute wear. 

Thy ſoul-improving works perus'd, what tongue 
Can hold from praiſe, or check th' applauſive ſong ? | 
Deſcrib'd by thee, cold ſepulchres can charm ; 
Storms calm the ſoul ; and freezing winter warm. 
Clear'd from her gloomy ſhades, we view pale night 


Surrounded with a blaze of mental ligt. 
Lo! where ſhe comes! all filent ! penſive ! Now! 


Language that may its glowing zeal explain ? 
How to ſuch wondrous worth adapt a ſtrain ? 


On her dark robe unnumber'd meteors glow ! 


VERSES to Mr Hin rn v, on his MEDITATIONS. 
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High on her head a ſtarry crown ſhe wears 
Bright in her hand the lamp of reaſon bears 
Smiling, —bchold ! ſhe points the foul to heav'n, 
And bids the weeping ſinner be forgiv'n ! 

But when thy fancy ſhifts this ſolemn ſcene, 
And ruddy morning gilds the chearful green ; 
With ſudden joy we view the proſpect chang'd, 
And bluſhing ſweets in beauteous order rang'd. 
We ſee the violets ; ſmell the dewy roſe, 

And each perfume that from the woodbine flows: 
A boundleſs perſpective there greets our eyes: 
Rich vales deſcend, and verdant mountains riſe. 
The ſhepherds cottages, the rural folds : 

All, that thy art deſcribes, the eye beholds. 

Amazing limner ! whence this matchleſs pow'r ? 
Thy work's a garden !—every word a flow'r ! 

Thy lovely tints almoſt the bloom excel, 
And none but nature's ſelf can paint ſo well! 

Hail, holy man !—henceforth thy work ſhall ſtand 
(Like ſome fair column by a maſter-hand, 

Which, whilſt it props, adorns the tow'ring pile) 
At once to grace and elevate our e. 

Tho' ſimple, lofty ; tho' majeſtic, plain; 

Whoſe bold deſign the rules of art reſtrain. 

In which the niceſt eye ſecs nothing wrong ; 
'Tho' poliſh'd, juſt ; and elegant, tho' ſtrong. 


June 24. 1750. ST GEORGR MoLEsSwoORTH. 


EOATE LILLE TEA CTECTL CPEIPE MES CLAOCTEIPL CELONF, CPE.CPE CPEC? 


N Pleaſure's lap the muſes long have lain, 
And hung, attentive, on her Syren ſtrain : 

Still toils the bard beneath ſome weak deſign, 
And puny thought but halts along the line : 
Or tuneful nothings, ſtealing on the mind, 
Melt into air, nor leave a trace behind. 
While to thy rapt'rous proſe, we feel, belong 
The ſtrength of wiſdom, and the voice of ſong : 
This lifts the torch of ſacred truth on high, 
And points the captives to their native ſky. 

How falſe the joys, which earth or ſenſe inſpires, 
That clog the ſoul, and damp her purer fires ! 
Truths, which thy ſolemn ſcenes, my friend, declare, 
Whoſe glowing colours paint us as we are, 

Yet not moroſely ſtern, nor idly gay, 

Dull melancholy reigns, or trifles ſway ; 

Ill would the ſtrains of levity beſit, 

And ſullen gloom but ſadden all thy wit: 
Truth, judgment, ſenſe, imagination, join; 


And ev'ry muſe, and ev'ry grace, is thine. 


Religion prompting the true end of man, 

Conſpiring genius executes the plan; 

Strong to convince, and elegant to charm, 

Plaintive to melt, or paſſionate to warm. 

Rais'd by degrees, we elevate our aim, 

And grow immortal as we catch thy flame ; 

True priety informs our languid hearts, 

And all the vitious and the vain departs. 

So when foul ſpreading fogs creep ſlowly on, 

Blot the fair morn, and hide the golden ſun ; 

Ardent he pours the boundleſs blaze of day, 

Rides through the ſky, and ſhines the miſt away. 
O, had it been th' Almighty's gracious will, 

That I had ſhar'd a portion of thy ſkill; 

Had this poor breaſt receiv'd the heav'nly beam, 

Which ſpreads its luſtre thro* thy various theme; 

That ſpeaks deep leſſons from the ſilent tomb, | 

And crowns thy garden with freſh-ſpringing bloom; 

Or, piercing thro' creation's ample whole, 

Now fooths the night, or gilds the Harry pole: 

Or marks how inter calls her howling train, 


Her ſnows and ſtorms, that deſolate the plain; 


With thee the muſe ſhall trace the pleaſing road, 
That leads from nature up to nature's Goos; 
Humble to learn, and, as ſhe knows the more, 
Glad to obey, and happy to adorG. 


Northumpton, 
Aug. 25.1750. 


PETER WHALLEY.. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, DEDICATION, &c. 
Oh ! with like happy labour could I trace 
Each virtue, each exalted Chriſtian grace, 
Each heay'nly gift, with which his ſonl was bleſt, 
And fix the bright aſſemblage in my breaſt : 
Then how tranſcendent far wou'd be my plan, 
You point his mimic s HA DE: —IT'd live the MAN. 


On the Rev. Mr JAMES HERVEY's Pifture, by 
the Rev. Mr Jonun Nixon, A. M. Rector of Cold 
Higham, in Northamptonſhire. 
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ILL14Ms! 'tis yours to bid the canvas wear, 


By art illuſive, HER vEr's form and air. 
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I MUST entreat the purchaſers of the former edi- be offended at my practice, or complain of it as inju- 
tions, to excuſe the freedom ] have taken, in ma- rious. Nevertheleſs, as I would willingly avoid 
king ſeveral confiderabl: additions to this. It has whatever might ſeem to ſtand in need of an Aroro- 
been done at the perſuaſion of ſome judicious friends, GY, I defire leave to declare, That no fature enlarge- 
who apprehended the piece might be more uſeful, and ments, or alterations, ſhall be ſuffered to depretiate 
| leſs unworthy of the public patronage, if it touched what, with the deepeſt gratitude for their paſt en- 
= wuton ſome very intereſting ſubjetts, hitherto omitted. *couragement, I now commit to the candaur of the 
= As I had no views, but to render the performance public, | 

more pleaſing and ſerviceable ; no reader, 1 hope, wall 
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FL, HES E Reflections, the oN E on the Lo NG, Madam, may you bloom. in all the vi- 
55 => deepeſt, the OTHER on the gag vacity and amiableneſs of youth, like the charm». 
*** "2 ſcenes of nature, when they pro- ing ſubject of one of theſe contemplations. But 
| * ceeded privately from the pen, were at the ſame time remember, that, with regard to 
addreſſed to a lady of the moſt valuable endow- ſuch inferior accompliſhments, you muſt one day 
ments: who crowned all her other endearing qua- fade, (may it prove ſome. very remote period I). 
lities, by a fervent love of CHRIST, and an like the mournful objects of the other. This 
cxemplary conformity to his divine pattern. She, conſideration will prompt you to go on as you 
alas! lives no longer on earth; unleſs it be in the have begun, in adding the meetneſt of wiſdom, 
honours of a diſtinguiſhed character, and in the and all the beauties of holingſi, to the graces of an 
bleeding remembrance of her acquaintance, engaging perſon, and the refinements of a polite 

IT is impoſſible, Madam, to with you a richer education. 
bleſſing, or a more ſubſtantial happineſs, than that Axp might—O ! might che enſuing hints 
the ſame ſpirit of unfeigned faith, the ſame furniſh you with the leaſt aſſiſtance, in proſecu- 
courſe of undefiled religion, which have enabled ting ſo defirable an end; might they contribute, 
her to triumph over death, may both animate in any degree, to eſtabliſh your faith, or elevate 
and adorn your life. And you will permit me to your devotion ; they would, then, adminiſter 
declare, that my chief inducement in requeſting, to the author ſuch a ſatisfaction, as applauſe can- 
your acceptance of the following Meditations, not give, nor cenſure take away: A ſatisfaction, 
now they make a public appearance from the pręſ, which I ſhould be able to enjoy, even in thoſe 
1s, that they are deſigned to cultivate the ſame ſa- awful moments, when all that captivates the eye is 
cred principle, and to promote the ſame excellent ſinking in darkneſs, and every glory of this lower 
practice. | world diſappearing for ever, 
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TRrsE wiſhes, Madam, as they are a moſt a- perfſections, may incite us to regard bim with ſenti- 
greeable employ of my thoughts, ſo they come ments of the moſt profound veneration; to long for 
attended with this additional circumſtance of an aſſured intereſt in his merits, with all the ardency of 


pleaſure, that they are alſo the ſincereſt expreſſion deſire; and to truſt in his powerful mediation, with an 


of that very great eſteem, with which I am, affiance not to be ſhaken by any temptations, not to be 
ſhared with any performances of our own. 

* J. flatter myſelf, that the thoughts conceived among 

the tombs, may be welcome to the ſerious and humane 

mind: Becauſe, as there are few who have not con- 

ſigned the remains of ſome dear relations, or honoured 

Moſt humble ſervant, friends, to thoſe filent repofitories ; fo there are none 

but muſt be ſenſible, that this is the houſe appointed 

OS: a gia for all li ving ; and that they themſelves are ſhortly to 

. remove into the ſame ſolemn manfions. And who 

May 20. 1746. would not turn afide for a while, from the moſt fa- 

vourite amuſements, to view the place where his once 

loved companions lie? Who would not ſometimes 

ſurvey thoſe apartments, where he himſelf 7s to take 
up an abode, till time ſhall be no more? 


Your moſt obedient, 


James Hervey. 


LEDGER As to the other little efſay, may I not humbly pre- 
| fume, that the very ſubjeFt itſelf will recommend the 

remarks ? For who is not delighted with the proſpect 

of the blooming creation, and even charmed with the 

P REF A C E. delicate attractions of flowers ? Who does not covet 
to aſſemble them in the garden, or wear them in a 

FHE firſt of theſe occaſional meditations begs leave noſegay ® Sinc FF bis is a paſſion fo untverſal, who 
to remind my readers of their latter end ; and would not be willing to render it produttive of the ſub- 
would invite them to ſet, not their houſes only, but, limeſt improvement —.— Tic piece of holy frugality 
| which is inexpreſibly more needful, their ſouls, in or- 1 have ventured to ſuggeſt, and endeavoured to exem- 
der: that they may be able, through all the intermedi- ply, in the ſecond letter ; that, while the hand is crop- 
ate flages, to look forward upon their approaching ping the tranſient beauties of a flower, the attentive mind 


exit, without any anxious apprehenſions; and, when may be enriching itſelf with ſolid and laſting good. 


the great change commences, may bid adieu to terreſtrial And I cannot but entertain ſome pleaſing bopes, that 
things, with all the calmneſs of a chearful refignation, the niceſt taſte may receive and reliſh religious impref- 


with all the comforts of a well-grounded faith, ſions, when they are conveyed by ſuch lovely moni- 
tors; when the inſtruttive' leſſons are found, not on 


The other attempts to ſketch out ſome little tra- the leaves of ſome formidable folio, but ſtand legible | 
ces of the all- ſufficieney of our Redeemer, for the on the fine ſarcenet of @ narciſſus; when they ſavour 


grand and gracious purpoſes of everlaſting ſalvation ; not of the lamp and recluſe, but come breathing from 
that a ſenſe of his unutterable dignity, and infinite the fragrant boſom of a jonquil. 
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Every Stone that we look upon in this Repoſitory of paſt ages, is both an Entertainment, and a Monitor. 


Plain-dealer, Vol. I. Ne 42. 
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MapaM; | Ti! 3 
rx lately into Cornwall, 1 
5502 SOR happened to alight at a conſiderable 
N Þ F Fs village m that county ; where finding 
It # T 4 22 myſelf under an unexpected neceſſity 
BY 5 e of ſtaying a little, I took a walk to 


Pleated with the N I reſolved to ſpend a 
few minutes under 


In a ſituation ſo retired and awful, I could not avoid 


falling into a train of meditations, ſerious and mournful- 

ly-pleaſing : which, I truſt, were in ſome degree pro- 

fitable to me, while they poſſeſſed and warmed my 

thoughts; and it they may adminiſter any ſatisfaction 

to you, Madam, now they are recollected, and com- 

5 to writing, I ſhall receive a freſh pleaſure from 
em, | 


IT was an ancient pile; reared by hands, that, ages 
ago, were mouldered into duſt.Situate in the cen- 
tre of a large burial-graund ; remote from all the noiſe 
and hurry of tumultuous life. The body ſpacious ; 
the ſtructure lofty; the whole magnificently plain. A 
row of regular pillars extended themſelves through the 
midit ; ſupporting the roof with ſimplicity, and with 


dignity. The light that paſſed through the win- 
Town ſeemed to ſhed'a kind of luminous obſcurity ; 
whic 


gave every object a grave and venerable air, — 
The deep ſilence added to the gloomy aſpect, and both 
heightened by the, lonelineſs of the place, greatly in- 
creaſed the ſolemnity of the ſcene.—A ſort of religious 
dread ſtole inſenſibly on my mind, while I advanced, 
all penſive and thoughtful, along the inmoſt iſle ; ſuch 


I had named, in ſome former editions, a particular 
church, viz, K LK HAM Ton; where ſeveral of the mo- 
numents deſcribed in the following pages, really exiſt. But 
as I thought it convenient to mention ſome caſes here, which 
are not, according to the beſt gf my remembrance, referred 
© in any inſcriptions there: I have now omitted the name; 

imagination might operate more freely, and the improve- 

nent of the reader be conſulted; without any thing that ſhould 

look oe from truth and fact. ao Dos T5 8911 
ES 0030 + et id rigs nod 


a dread, as huſhed every ruder paſſion, and diſſipated 
all the gay images of an alluring world. 


| HayixG adored that eternal Majeſty, who, far from 


being confined to temples made with hands, has hea- 


ven for his throne, and the earth for his footſtool;—Itook 
particular notice of a handſome altar-prece ; preſented, 
as I was afterwards informed, by the maſter-builders of 
Stow * ; out of gratitude; I preſume, to that gracious 
Go p, who carried them through their work, and ena- 
bled them to“ bring forth their top-ſtone with joy.“ 


O! now amiable is gratitude / eſpecially when it has 
the ſupreme Benefactor for its object. I have always 
looked upon gratitude, as the moſt exalted principle 
that can actuate the heart of man. It has ſomething noble, 
diſintereſted, and (if I may be allowed the term) gene- 
rouſſy devout. Repentance indicates our nature fallen. 
and prayer turns chiefly upon a regard to one's ſelf. 
But the exerciſes of gratitude ſubſiſted in paradiſe, 
when there was no fault to deplore; and will be perpe- 
tuated in heaven, when Gop ſhall be all in all,” 

The language of this ſweet temper is, I am un- 
«© ſpeakably obliged : what return thall I make? 
And, ſurely, it is no improper expreſſion of an un- 
feigned thankfulneſs, to decorate our Creator's courts, 
and © beautify © the place where his honour dwelleth.“ 
Of old, the habitation of his feet was glorious: let it 
not, now, be ſordid or contemptible. It muſt grieve 
an ingenuous mind, and be a reproach to any people, 
to have their own houſes wainſcotted with cedar, and 
painted with vermilion ; while the temple of the Loxp 
of hoſts 1s deſtitute of every decent ornament, - | 


HERE I recollected, and was charmed with Sslomon's 
fine addreſs to the Almighty, at the dedication of his 
famous temple. With immenſe charge, and exquiſite 
{kil], he had erected the moſt rich and finiſhed ſtruc- 


ture that the ſyn ever ſaw. Yet, upon a review of 


* 'The name of a grand ſeat, belonging to the late Earl of 
Bath ; remarkable formerly for its excellent workmar.ſhip, 


and elegant furniture; once the principal reſort of the quality 
and gentry of the weſt; but now demoliſhed, laid even with 
the ground, and ſcarce one ſtone left upon another.—80 that 
corn may grow, or nettles * 5 where Stou lately ſtood, 
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his work, and a reflection on the tranſcendent perfec- 
tions of the Godhead, how he exalts the one, and a- 
baſes the other — The building was too glorious for the 
mightieſt monarch to inhabit ; too ſacred for unhal- 
lowed feet even to enter ; yet infinitely too mean for 
the Deity to reſide in. It was, and the royal worſhip- 
per acknowledged it to be, a moſt marvellous vouch- 
ſafement in uncreated Excellency, to © put his name 
% there. The whole paſlage breathes ſuch a delicacy, 
and is animated with tuch a ſublimity of ſentiment, 
that I cannot perſuade myſelf to paſs on, without re- 
peating it. * But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Be- 
hold! the heaven, and the heaven of heavens, cannot con- 
tain thee ; how much leſs this houſe that I have builded ! 
—]Incomparable 71 worthy the wiſeſt of men. 
Who would not chuſe to poſſeſs ſuch an elevated de- 
votion, rather than to own all the glittering materials 
of that ſumptuous ediſice? | 


Wr are apt to be ſtruck with admiration at the ſtate- 
lineſs and deur of a maſterly performance in ar- 
chitecture; and, perhaps, on a ſight of the ancient 
ſanctuary, ſhould have made the ſuperficial obſervation 
of the diſciples ; + What manner of ſtones, and what 
« buildings, are here!“ But what a nobler turn of 
thought, and ju/er taſte of things, does it diſcover, to 
join with [/raePs king, in celebrating the condeſcen- 
ſion of the divine inhabitant ! That the high and lofty 
One, who fills immenſity with his glory, ſhould, in a 
peculiar manner, fix his abode there! ſhould there 
manifeſt an extraordinary degree of his benedictive 
preſence ; permit ſinful mortals to approach his Ma- 
jeſty, and promiſe © to make them joyful in his houſe 
« of prayer” —this ſhould more ſenſibly affect our 
hearts, than the moſt curious arrangement of ſtones 
can delight our eyes. | 


Nax, the everlaſting Gop does not diſdain to dwell 
in our / u by his Holy Spirit; and to make even our 
bodies his temple.—Tell me, ye that frame critical 
judgments, and balance nicely the diſtinction of ble 
« Is this moſt aſtoniſhing, or moſt rejoicing !” e 
humbleth himſelf, the ſcripture aſſures us, even to 
behold the things that are in heaven +. *Tis a moſt 
condeſcending favour, if HE pleaſes to take the leaſt 
approving notice of angels and archangels, when 
they bow down in homage from their. celeſtial 
thrones. Will he then gracioully regard, will he be 
united, moſt intimately united to poor, polluted, breath- 
ing duſt ?— Unparallelled honour ! invaluable privi- 
lege! Be this my portion, and I ſhall not covet 
crowns, NOT envy conquerors. 


* 1 Kings viii. 27. But will— A fine abrupt beginning, 
moſt ſignificantly deſcribing the amazement and rapture of the 
royal prophet's mind !—C 0 D : He uſes no epithet, where 
writers of inferior diſcernment would have been fond to multi- 

ly them; but ſpeaks of the Deity, as an incomprehenſible 
Bring, whoſe perfections and glories are exalted above all 
raiſe. Dwell: To beſtow on finful creatures a propitious 
ook, to favour them with a tranſient viſit of kindneſs; even 
this were an unutterable obligation. Will he then vouchſafe 
to fix his abode among them, and take up his ſtated reſidence 
with them? Indeed: A word, in this connection, peculiarly 
emphatical ; expreſſive of a condeſcenfion, wonderful and ex- 
traordinary almoſt beyond all credibility.— Behold : intimating 
the continued, or rather the increaſing ſurpriſe of the ſpeaker, 
and awakening the attention of the hearer.—Behold ! the hea- 
ven: The ſpacious concave of the firmament, that wide-ex- 
tended azure circumference, in which worlds unnumbered 


perform their revolutions, is too. ſcanty an apartment. for the 2 5 N : | 
was the favourite, maxim of Pythagoras, and ppaſcd to. be 
( H f 


Godhead.—Nay, the heaven of heavens : 'thoſe vaſtly higher 
tracts, which lie far beyond the limits of human ſurvey, to 
which our very thoughts can hardly ſoar; even theſe (un- 
* bounded as they are) cannot afford an adequate habitation for 
Jzanovan; even theſe dwindle into a point, when compa- 
red wich the infinitude of his eſſence; even theſe are as no- 
« thing before him.” — How much leſs proportionate is this poor 
diminutive ſpeck (which I have been erecting and embelliſhing) 
to ſo auguſt a Preſence, ſo immenſe a Majeſty! ? 
I + Pfal, cxiii. 6. 
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Bor let me remember, what a ſanctity of diſpoſi- 
tion, and n of converſation, ſo exalted a re- 
lation demands: remember this, “ and rejoice with 
a trempang. — Our I commit any iniquity, while I 
tread theſe hallowed courts? Could the Few:/þ high 
prieſt allow himſelf in any Enown tranſgreſſion, while 
he made that ſolemn yearly entrance “ into the holy 
of holies, and ſtood before the immediate preſence of 
FEHOVAH? No, truly. In ſuch circumſtances, a 
thinking perſon muſt ſhudder at the moſt remote ſo- 
licitation to any wilful offence. I ſhould now be ſhock- 
ed at the leaft indecency of behaviour, and am appre- 
henſive of every appearance of evil.—-And why do we 
not carry this holy jealouſy into all our ordinary life ? 
Why do we not, in every place +, reverence ourſelves ; 
as perſons dedicated to the Divinity, as living temples 
of the Godhead? For if we are real, and not mere- 
ly nominal Chriſtians, the Gop of glory, according 
to his own promiſe, f dwells in us, and walks in us,— 
O! that this one doctrine of our religion might ope- 
rate with an abiding efficacy upon our conſciences ! 
It would be inſtead of a thouſand laws, to regulate our 
conduct; inſtead of a thouſand motives, to quicken 
us in holineſs. Under the influence of ſuch a con- 
viction, we ſhould ftudy to maintain a purity of in- 
tention ; a dignity of action; and to walle worthy of 
that tranſcendently-majeſtic Being, who admits us to 
a fellowſhip with himſelf, and with his Son JESUS 


CHRIST. 


Txt next thing which engaged my attention, was 
the lettered floor. The pavement, ſomewhat like Eze- 
ktiel*s roll, was written over from one end to the other. 
I ſoon perceived the compariſon to hold good in an- 
other reſpect; and the inſcriptions to be matter of 
« mourning, lamentation, and wo ||. They ſeemed to 
court my obſervation ; ſilently inviting me to read 
them. And what would theſe dumb monitors inform 
me of —“ That, beneath their little circumferences, 
«© were depoſited ſuch and ſuch pieces of clay, wy 
once lived, and moved, and talked: that they had 
received a charge to preſerve their names, and were 
« the remaining truſtees of their memory.“ 


An! ſaid I, is ſuch my ſituation! the adorable 
Creator around me, and the bones of my fellow- erea- 
tures under me! Surely, then, I have great reaſon to 
cry out, with the revering patriarch, How dreadful is 
this place I! Seriouſneſs and devotion become this houſe 
for ever. May I never enter it lightly or irreverent- 
ly ; but with a profound awe, and godly fear ! | 


O. that they were wiſe + / ſaid the inſpired penman. 
It was his laſt wiſh for his dear people. He breathed 


it out, and gave up the ghoſt —But what is wiſdom ? 


It conſiſts not in reſined peculations, accurate reſearches 
into nature, or an univerſal acquaintance with hi- 
ſtory. The divine lawgiver ſettles this important point, 
in his next aſpiration: O / that they underſtood this] that 
they had right apprehenſions of their ſpiritual intereſts, 
and eternal concerns! that they had eyes to diſcern, and 


inclinations to purſue, the things which wag, © their 


eace - But how ſhall they attain this valu | 
edge? I ſend' them not, adds the illuſtrious teacher, to 
turn over all the volumes of literature: they may ac- 
quire, and much more expeditiouſly, this ſcience of life, 


- * Heb. ix. 7. 


wreavlov. bt ras” ci xuvte of eulor, 


one of the beſt moral precepts ever given to 
world, With what ſuperior force, and very ſingular advantage, 
does the argument take place in the Chriſtian ſcheme ! where. 
We are taught to regard ourſelves, not merely as intelleBual 
beings, who baye. reaſen. for our monitor; but as conſecrated, 
creatures, "who haye a Go p of the moſt conſummate pers 


4 : 


tion ever with us, ever in us. 
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MEDITATIONS 
by conſelering their latter end. This ſpark of heaven is 


en loſt under the glitter of pompous erudition, 
Ma ſhines clearly in the gloomy manſions of the tomb. 


| Prowned in this gentle whiſper amidſt the noiſe of ſe- 


: Irs, but ſ eaks diſtinctl in the retirements of 
car eee, how providentially 
I am brought to the ſchool of wiſdom * b The grave 
is the moſt faithful + maſter ; and theſe inſtances of 
mortality, the moſt inſtructive leſſons. Come then, 
calm attention, and compoſe my thoughts ; come, thou 
celeſtial Spirit, and enlighten my mind: that I may 
ſo peruſe theſe awful pages, as to become © wiſe un- 
« to ſalvation.” 


FxamminG the records of mortality, I found the 
memorials of a f promiſcuous multitude. They were 
huddled, at leaſt they reſted together, without any 
regard to rank or ſeniority. None were ambitious of 
the uppermoſt rooms, or chief ſeats, in this houſe of 
mourning. None entertained fond and eager expec- 
tations of being honourably greeted in their darkſome 
cells. The man of years and experience, re uted as 
an oracle in his generation, was content to lie down 
at the feet of a babe. In this houſe appointed for all 
living, the ſervant was equally accommodated, and 
lodged in the fame ſtory, with his maſter. The poor 
indigent lay as ſoftly, and flept as ſoundly, as the moſt 
. 22 All the diſtinction that ſubſiſted, was 
a graſſy hillock, bound with oſiers; or a ſepulchral 
ſtone, ornamented with imagery. 


War then, ſaid my working thoughts, O! why 
ſhould we raiſe ſuch a mighty ſtir about ſupertority and 
precedence, when the next remove will reduce us all 
to a ſtate of equal meanneſs? Why ſhould we exalt 
ourſelves, or debaſe others; ſince we muſt all, one 
day, be upon a common level, and blended together 
in the fame undiſtinguiſhed duſt? O! that this con- 
ſideration might humble my own, and others pride; 
and fink our imaginations as low, as our habitation 


will ſhortly be ! 


Awoxs theſ: confuſed relics of humanity, there 
are, without doubt, verſons of contrary intereſts, and 


Ea Sar 6 But death, like ſome able 


days-man, has laid his hand on the contending par- 
ties, and brought all their differences to an || amicable 
concluſion, Here enemies, ſworn enemies, dwell to- 
gether in unity. They drop every embittered thought, 
and forget that they once were foes, Perhaps, their 
crumbling bones mix, as they moulder ; and thoſe who, 
while they lived, ſtood aloof, in irreconcileable vari- 
ance, here fall into mutual embraces, and even in- 
corporate with each other in the grave. O! that we 
might learn from theſe friendly aſhes, not to perpe- 
tuate the memory of injuries; not to foment the fe- 
ver of reſentment ; nor cheriſh the turbulence of pa/- 
ion ; that there may be as little animoſity and diſa- 
greement in the land of the living, as there is in the 
congregation of the dead! But I ſuſpend for a while 
ſuch general obſervations, and addreſs myſelf to a more 
particular inquiry. te pr abs | 


Yoxpes white ſtone, emblem of the innocence it co- 
vers, informs the beholder of one, who breathed out 
its tender ſoul almoſt in the inſtant of receiving it.— 


* The man how wiſe, who, ſick of gaudy ſcenes, 
Is led by choice to take his fay'rite walk 
Beneath Death's gloomy, ſilent, cypreſs ſhades, 
Unpierc'd by Vanity's fantaſtic ray ! 

To read his monuments, to weigh his duſt, 
Viſit his vaults,” and dwell among the tombs ! - | 
0 | 3 1 £ " Night-Thoughts. 


} Wait the great teacher Death, Fork. 
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i Mita ſenum ac juvenum denſantur funerm. Hon. 
Hi motus animorum, atque hac certamina tant, 
Pulveris exigui jactu compreſſa quieſcent, V1iRG, 


among the TOMBS, 13 
There, the peaceful infant, without ſo much as know- 
ing what labour and vexation mean, „ lies ſtill and 
is quiet; it ſleeps and is at reft:;” Staying only to 
waſh away its native impurity in the laver of regene- 
ration; it bid a ſpeedy adieu to time, and terreſtrial 
things.—What did the little haſty ſojourner find {6 
forbidding and diſguſtful in our upper world; to oc- 
caſion its precipitant exit? *Tis written, indeed; of 
its ſuffering Saviour, that when he had taſted the vi- 
negar mingled with gall, he would not drink 4. And 
did our new. come ſtranger begin to /i the cup of life; 
but, perceiving the bitterneſs, turn away its head, and 
refuſe the draught * Was this the cauſe why the wary 
babe only opened its eyes ; juſt looked on the light, 
and then withdrew into the more inviting regions of 
undiſturbed repoſe | 1 oP 
Happy voyager ! no ſooner launched, than arrived 
at the haven 1 But more eminently happy they, who 
have paſſed the waves, and weathered all the ſtorms; 
of a troubleſome and dangerous world ! who © through 
„many tribulations have entered into the kingdom 
* of heaven;” and thereby brought honour to their 
divine convoy, adminiſtered comfert to the companions 
of their toil, and left an inſtructive example to ſucceed- 
ing pilgrims: E 
Iighly-favoured probationer accepted, without 
being exerciſed It was thy peculiar ghiha, y not to 
5 


feel the ſlighteſt of thoſe evils, which pre thy ſur- 
viving kindred ; which frequently fetch groans from 
the moſt manly fortitude, or moſt eleyated faith. The 


arrows of calamity, barbed with anguiſh, are ien fix- 
ed deep in our choiceſt comforts. The kiery darts of 
temptation, ſhot from the hand of hell, are a/ways Hy- 
ing in ſhowers around our integrity. To thee, ſweet 
babe, both theſe diſtreſſes and dangers were alike un- 
we 15 | | 

Conſider this, ye mourning parents, and dry up your 
tears. Why ſhould you l that bur Tak. =_ 
are crowned with victory, before the ſword was drawn, 
or the conflict begun ?—Perhaps, the ſupreme Diſpo- 
{er of events foreſaw ſome inevitable ſnare of tempta- 
tion formirig, or ſame dreadful ſtorm of adverſity im- 
pendin And why ſhould you be ſo diſſatisfied with 

hat 4nd precaution, which houſed your pleaſant plant, 
and removed into ſhelter a tender flower, before- the 
thunders roared ; before the ightnin gs flew; before 
the tempeſt poured its rage ? O remember! they are 
not loſt, but aten away from the evil to come ||, 

At the ſame time, let /urmvors, doomed to bear the 
heat and burden of the day, for their encouragement re- 
flect,— that it is more honourable to have entered the 
liſts, and to have fought the good fight, before they 
come off conquerors, They who have bore the croſs, 
and ſubmitted to afflictive providences, with a chearful 
reſignation, have girded up the loins of their mind, 
and performed their Maſter's will with, an honeſt and 
perſevering fidelity ;—theſe, having glorified their Re- 
deemer on earth, will, probably, be as ſtars of the 12 
magnitude in heaven. They will ſhine with brighter 
beams, be repleniſhed with ſtronger joys, in their 
Loxp's everlaſting kingdom. 1 


HERE lies the grief of a fond mother, and the blaſt- 
ed expectation of an indulgent father. The youth grew 
up, Ike a well-watered plant; he ſhot deep, roſe high, 
and bid fair for manhood. But juſt as the cedar began 
to tower, and promiſed ere long to be the pride of the 
wood, and prince among the neighbouring trees; 
behold ! the axe is laid unto the root ; the fatal blaw 
truck ; and all its branching honours tumbled. to the 
duſt.— And did he fall alone? No: the hopes of his 
Job ili, 123. . Matth. xxvii. 34. ' 
+ Happy the babe, who privileg'd by fate 
To ſhorter labour, and a lighter weight, | | 
Receiv'd but yeſterday the gift of breath, - 9 
Order d to-morrow * _ to dea. Pxzo0R's Sol. 
| „ IVu. I, . . 


16 MEDITATIONS 


father that begat him, and the pleaſing proſpects of her 
that bare him, fell, and were cruſhed together with him. 

Doubtleſs it would have pierced one's heart, to 
have beheld the tender parents following the breathleſs 
youth to his long home. Perhaps drowned in tears, 
and all overwhelmed with ſorrows, they ſtood, hke 
weeping ſtatues, on this very ſpot. —Methinks, I ſee 
the deeply-diſtrefſed mourners attending the fad ſolem- 
nity. How they wring their hands, and pour floods 
from their eyes ls it fancy? or do I really hear the 
paſſionate mother, in an agony of aflliction, taking her 
final leave of the darling of her ſoul? Dumb ſhe remain- 
ed, while the awful obſequies were performing ; dumb 
with grief, and leaning upon the partner of her woes. 
But now the inward anguiſh ſtruggles for vent; it 
rb too big to be repreſſed. She advances to the 

rink of the grave. All her ſoul is in her eyes. She 
faſtens one more look upon the dear doleful object, be- 
tore the pit ſhuts its mouth upon him. And as ſhe 
looks, ſhe cries ;—in broken accents, interrupted by 
many a railing ſob, ſhe cries,—< Farewell, my ſon! 
« my ſon! my only beloved! would to Gop I had died 
for thee Farewell, my child! and farewell all my 
« earthly happineſs I ſhall never more ſee good in 
& ths land of the living. —Attempt not to comfort 
« me. I will go mourning all my days, till my grey 
& hairs come down, with ſorrow, to the grave.” 

From this affecting repreſentation, let parents be 
convinced how highly it concerns them to cultrvate 
the morals, and ſecure the immortal intereſts of their 
children.—If you really love the offspring of your 
own bodies; if your bowels yearn over thoſe amiable 
pledges of conjugal endearment ; ſpare no pains; give 
all diligence, I entreat you, © to bring them up in 
te the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” Then 
may you have joy in their life, or conſolation in their 
death. If their ſpan is. prolonged, their unblameable 
and uſeful conduct will be the ſtaff of your age, and a 
balm for dechning nature. Or, if the number of 
their years be cut off in the midſt, you may commit 
their remains to the duſt, with much the ſame com- 
fortable expectations, as you ſend the ſurvivors to 
places of genteel education. You may commit them 
to the duſt, with chearing hopes of receiving them 
again to your arms, inexpreſſibly improved in every noble 
and endearing accompliſhment. 

Tis certainly a ſevere trial, and much more afflictive 
than I am able to imagine, to reſign a lovely blooming 
creature, ſprung from your own Joins, to the gloomy 
receſſes of corruption. Thus to reſign him, after ha- 
ving been long dandled upon your knees, united to 
your affections by a thouſand, ties of tenderneſs; and 
now become both the delight of your eyes, and the 
ſupport of your family to have ſuch a one torn from 
your boſom, and thrown into darkneſs, doubtleſs, it 
muſt, be like a dagger in your hearts. But O! how 
much more cutting to you, and confounding to the 
child, to have the Þul {ſeparated from Gop ; and, for 
JShameful ignorance, or early impiety, tranſmitted to places 
of eternal torment ! How would it aggravate your di- 
ſtreſs, and add a diſtracting emphaſis to all your ſighs, if 
you ſhould follow the pale corple with theſe bitter re- 
flections ““ This dear creature, though long ago ca- 
* pable of knowing e evil, is gone out of the 
World, before it had learned the great deſign of 
coming into it. A ſhort-lived momentary x. lp 
it received from me; but no good inſtructions, no 
holy admonitions, nothing to further its well-being 
<« in that everlaſting ſtate, upon which it is now en- 
« tered. The poor body is conſigned to the cofſin, and 
« carried out to conſume away, in the cold and ſilent 
4 grave. And what reaſon have to ſuppoſe, that the 
precious ſoul is in a better condition? May I not 
« juſtly fear, that, ſentenced by the righteous Judge, 
6 it is going, or gone away, into the pains of endleſs 
“ puniſhment Perhaps, while I am bewailing its 
« untimely departure, it may be cur/ing, in outer 
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« darkneſs, that ever to be deplored, that moſt cala- 
% mitous day, when it was born of ſuch a careleſs, 
« ungodly parent, as I have been.” 

Nothing, I think, but the 2 of that worm 
which never dies, can equal the anguiſh of theſe ſelf- 
condemning thoughts. The tortures of a rack muſt 
be an eaſy ſuffering, compared with the ”" and 
horror of ſuch a remorſe. How earneſtly do I with, 
that as many as are entruſted with the management 
of children, would take timely care to prevent theſe 
ſcourges of conſcience, by endeavouring to conduct 
their minds into an early #nowledge of Chriſt, and > 
cordial /ove of his truth | 


Ox this hand is lodged one, whoſe ſepulchral ſtone 
tells a moſt pitiable tale indeed! Well may the /:7tle ima- 
geo, reclined over the ileeping aſhes, hang down their 

eads with that penſive air! None can conſider 10 
mournful a ſtory, without feeling ſome touches of ſym- 
„ene, e age twenty-eight ; his death 

; himſelf cut down in the prime of life, amidit 
all the vivacity and vigour of manhood ; while “ his 
* breaſts were full of milk, and his bones moiſtened 
% with marrow.” — Probably, he entertained no ap- 
8 of the evil hour. And indeed, who could 
ave ſuſpected, that ſo bright a ſun ſhould go down at 
noon? To human appearance, his hill ſtood ſtrong. 
Length of days ſeemed written in his ſanguine counte- 
nance. He ſolaced himſelf with the proſpect of a long, 
long ſeries of carthly ſatisfactions.— When lo! an un- 
expected ſtroke deſcends ! deſcends from that mighty 
arm, which “ overturneth the mountains by their 
roots; and cruſhes the imaginary hero, *“ before the 
« mot h;“ as quickly, and more eaſily, than our fin- 
gers preſs ſuch a feeble fluttering inſect to death. 


PERHAps, the nuptial joys were all he thought on.— 
Were not ſuch the breathings of his enamoured ſoul ? 
&« Yet a very little while, and I ſhall poſſeſs the utmoſt 
«© of my wiſhes. I ſhall call my charmer mine; and, 
* in her, enjoy whatever my Leurt can crave.” — 
the midſt of ſuch enchanting views, had ſome faithful 
friend but ſoftly reminded him of an opening grave, 
and the end of all things; how «n/eaſonable would he 
have reckoned the admonition ! Yet though all warm 
with life, and rich in viſionary bliſs, he was even then 
tottering upon the brink. of both. Dreadful viciſſi- 
tude! to have the bridal + feſtivity turned into the ſune- 
ral ſolemnity! Deplorable misfortune! to be ſhipwreck- 
ed in the very haven | and to periſh even in ſight of 
happineſs ! — What a memorable proof is here of the 
frailty of man, in his beſt eſtate! Look, O! look on 
this monument, ye gay and careleſs / attend to this 
date; and boaſt no more of to-morrow ! 

Who can tell, but the bride-maids, girded with 


* 7ob iv. 19. Wy Ad inſtar, ad modum, tineæ. — I re- 
tain this interpretation, both as it is moſt ſuitable to my pur- 


poſe, and as it is patronized by ſome eminent commentators. 


eſpecially the celebrated Schultent. Though I cannot but give 
the preference to the opinion of a judicious friend, who would 
render the paſſage more literally, Before the face of a moth, 
making it to repreſent a creature ſo exceedingly frail, that even 
a moth, flying againſt it, may daſh it to pieces. 

ſides its cloſer correſpondence with the exact import of. the 
Hebrew, preſents us with a much finer image of the moſt ex- 


treme imbecillity. For it certainly implics a far greater degree 


of weakneſs, to be cruſhed by the feeble flutter of the feebleſt 
creature, than only to be cruſhed as eaſily as that creature, by 
the hand of man,—The French verſion is very expreſſive and 
beautiful ; 2 /a rencantre d'un vermiſſeau, | | 

"+ A diſtreſs of this kind is painted in very affecting colours 
by Pliny, in an epiſtle to Marcellinus : O triſte plane acerbum- 
que ſunus ] O morte ipſa mortis tempus indignius Jam deſtinata 
erat egregio juveni : jam electus nuptiarum dies ; jam nos ad- 


vorati. Quod gaudium quo mœrere mutatum eft! Non paſſum 


exprimere verbis, quantum animo vulnus acceperim, quum au- 
divi Fundanum ipſum ( ut multa luftuo/a dolor invenit ) præcipi- 
entem, quod in veſtes, margaritas, gemmas, fuerat erogaturus, 
hoc in thura, et unguenta, et oderes, impenderetur. 
; | 1 PLIN. lib. v. epiſt. 26. 
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turn pale at 


nad prepared the marriage: bed? had decked 
2 the A* covers, and dreſſed it in pillows of 
down? When, —oh! truſt not in youth or ſtrength, 
or in any thing mortal; for there is nothing certain, 
nothing to be depended on, beneath the unchangeable 
Gop; — Death, relentleſs death, is making him another 
Lind of bed in the duſt of the earth. Unto this he 
muſt be conveyed, not with a iplendid proceſſion of 
foyous attendants ; but ſtretched in the gloomy hearſe, 
11d folowed by a train of mourners. On this he muſt 
take up a lonely lodging, nor ever be releated, “ till 
«© the heavens are no more.“ In vain does the con- 
ſenting fair-one put on her ornaments, and expect her 
ſpouſe. Did the not, like Siſcra's mother, look out 
of the lattice, chide the delays of her beloved; and 
wonder © why his chariot was ſo long in coming?“ 
little thinking that the intended bridegroom had for 
ever done with tranſitory things! that now everlaſting 


cares employ his mind, without one ſingle remem- 


brance of his lovely Lucinda /—Go, diſappointed VIr- 
gin! go, mourn the uncertainty of all created blifs : 
Teach thy ſoul to aſpire after a {ure and immutable felt- 
city for the once gay and gallant Fidelio fleeps in 
other embraces; even in the icy arms of death! for- 
getful, eternally forgetful, of the world—and hee. 


HirTatkTo, one is tempted to exclaim againſt the 
king of terrors, and call him capriciouſſy cruel. He 
ſcems, by beginning at the wrong end of the regiſter, 
to have inverted the laws of nature. Paſling over the 
couch of decrepit age, he has nipped infany in its bud, 
blaſted youth in its b/oom, and torn up manhood in its 
full maturity. Terrible indeed are theſe providences, 
yet not unſearchable the counſels : 


For us they ficken, and for us they die *. 


Such ſtrokes muſt not only grieve the relatives, but 
ſurpriſe the whole 8 They ſound a power- 
ful alarm to heedleſs dreaming mortals, and are in- 
tended as a remedy for our carnal ſecurity. Such paſl- 
ing-bells inculcate loudly our LoRD's admonition; 
« Take ye heed, watch, and pray: for ye know not 
« when the time is.” — We nod, like intoxicated crea- 
tures, upon the very verge of a tremendous precipice. 
Theſe aſtoniſhing diſpenſations are the kind meſſengers 
of heaven, to rouſe us from our ſpineneſi, and quicken 
us into timely circumſpection. I need not, ſurely, ac- 
commodate them with language, nor act as their inter- 
preter. Let every one's conſcience be awake, and this 
will appear their awful meaning ;—+* O!] ye ſons of 
men, in the midſt of life you are in death. No ſtate, 
no circumſtances, can aſcertain your preſervation a 
ſingle moment. 80 ſtrong is the tyrant's arm, that 
nothing can reſiſt its force; ſo true his aim, that 
nothing can elude the blow. Sudden as lightning, 
* ſometimes, is his arrow launched; and wounds, 
and kills, in the twinkling of an eye. Never pro- 
© miſe yourſelves ſafety in any _— but conſtant 
e preparation. The fatal ſhafts fly ſo promiſcuoully, 
++ that none can gueſs the next victim. Therefore be 
© ye always ready: for in ſuch an hour as ye think not, 
<< the final ſummons cometh.” “ | 

Be ye always ready: for in ſuch an hour as ye think not 
—Important admonition! Methinks it reverberates 
from ſepulchre to ſepulchre ; and addreſſes me with 
line upon line, precept upon precept. The reiterated 
warning, I acknowledge, is too needful ; may co-ope- 
rating grace render it effectual! The momentous truth, 
though worthy to be engraved on the tables of a moſt 

us memory, is but ſlightly fetched on the tran- 
flow of paſſion. We ſee our neighbours fall; we 
e ſhock; and feel, norks a trembling 

+ No ſooner are they removed from our ſight, 


* Night- ats. 
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but, driven in the whirl of buſineſs, or lulled in the 
languors of pleaſure, we forget the providence, and 
neglect its errand; The impreſſion made on our un- 
ſtable minds, 1s like the trace of an arrow through the 
penetrated air, or the path of a keel in the furrowed 
wave. Strange ſtupidity ! To cure it, another moni- 
tor beſpeaks me, from a neighbouring ſtone: It con- 
tains the narrative of an unhappy mortal, ſnatched 
from his friends, and hurried to the awful bar; with+ 
out leiſure, either to take a /a/? farewell of the one, 
or to put up ſo much as a /ingle prayer preparatory fon 
the other; killed, according to the uſual expreſſion, 
by a ſudden ſtroke of caſualty. 
Was it then a random ſtroke? Doubtleſs, the blow 
came from an aiming, though inviſible hand. Go y 
preſideth over the armies ot heaven; God ruleth a- 
mong the inhabitants of the earth; and Gop conduct: 
eth what men call chance. Nothing, nothing comes 
to paſs through a blind and umdiſcerning Fatality. If 
accidents happen, they happen according to the exact 
foreknowledge, and conformably to the determinate 
counſels of eternal wiſdom. The Loxp, with whom 
are the iſſues of death, ſigns the warrant, and gives 
the high commiſſion. The ſeemingly-fortuitous diſ- 
alter is only the agent, or the inſtrument appointed to 
exccute the ſupreme decree. When the king of 1/-ae! 
was mortally wounded, it ſeemed to be a caſual ſhot. 
A certain man drew a bow at a venture *. At a venture, 
as he thought. But his hand was ſtrengthened by an 
omnipotent aid, and the ſhaft levelled by an unerrin 
eye. So that what we term caſualty, is really provi- 
dence, accompliſhing deliberate deſigns, but concealin 
its own interpoſition.— How comforting this reflection 
Admirably adapted, to ſooth the throbbing anguiſh of 
the mourners, and compoſe their ſpirits into a quiet 
ſubmiſſion | Excellently ſuited, to diſſipate the fears of 
the godly ſurvivors, and create a calm intrepidity even 
amidſt innumerable perils ! | 
How thin is the partition between this world and 
another! How Hort the tranſition from time to eter- 
nity | The partition, nothing more than the breath in 
our noſtrils; and the tranſition may be made in the 
twinkling of an eye.—Poor Chremylus, I remember, 
aroſe from the diverſion of a card-table, and dropt in- 
to the dwellings of darkneis.—One night, Corinna was 
all gaiety in her ſpirits, all finery in her apparel, at a 
magnificent ball, The next night, ſhe lay pale and 
ſtiff, an extended corpſe, and ready to be mingled 
with the mouldering dead. —Young Atticus lived to 
ſee lus ample and commodious ſeat completed; but 
not to ſpend one joyous hour under the ſtately. roof. 
'The ſaſhes were hung to adinit the day ; but the ma- 
ſter's eyes were cloſed in endleſs night. The apart- 
ments were furniihed, to invite ſociety, or adminiſter 
repoſe ; but their lord reſts in the lower parts of the 
earth, in the ſolitary, ſilent chambers of the tomb. 
The gardens were planned, and a thouſand elegant 
decorations deſigned ; but alas! their intended poſ- 
ſeflor is gone down to © the place of ſkulls ;” is gone 
down to the valley of the ſhadow of death. N 
While I am recollecting, many, I queſtion not, are 
experiencing the ſame tragical viciſſitude. The eyes of 
that ſublime Being, - who ſits upon the circle of the 


earth, and views all its inhabitants with one compre- 


henſive glance, —even now behold many tents in af- 
fliction; ſuch affliction, as overwhelmed the Egyptian, 
in that fatal night, when the deſtroying angel ſheathed 
his arrows in all the pride of their ſtrength.— Some, 
ſinking to the floor from their ea/y chair; and deaf e- 


ven amidſt the piercing ſhrieks of their diſtracted rela- 
tions. — Some, giving up the ghoſt, as they ſit retired, 
or lie reclined, under the ſhady arbour, to taſte the 
ſweets of the flowery ſcene.—Some, as they fail, aſſo- 
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ciated with a party of pleaſure, along the dancing 
ſtream, and through the laughing meads. Nor is the 
grim intruder mollified, though wine and mulic flow 
around.—Some intercepted, as they are returning home; 
and ſome interrupted, as they enter upon an important 
negotiation,—Some arreſted, with the gain of juſtice 
in their hands; and ſome ſurpriſed in the very act of 
lew4neſs, or the attempt of cruelty. 

Legions, legions of diſaſters, ſuch as no prudence 
can foreſce, and no care prevent, lie in wait to accom- 
pliſh our doom. A /tarting horſe may throw his rider; 
may at once daſh his body againſt the ſtones, and fling 
his ſoul into the inviſible world. A Pack of chimneys 
may tumble into the ſtreet, and cruſh the unwary paſ- 
{enger under the ruins. Even a ſingle ie, dropping 
from the roof, may be as fatal as the fall of the whole 
ſtructure.— 80 trail, ſo very attenuated is the thread of 
life, that it not only burſts before the /orm, but breaks 
even at a breeze. The moſt common occurrences, thoſe 
from which we ſuſpect not the leaſt harm, may prove 
the weapons of our deſtruction. A grape-ſtone, a de- 
ſpicable fly, may be more mortal than Goliath, with all 
his formidable armour.—Nay, if Gop give command, 
our very comforts become filling. The air we breathe, 
is our bane; and the food we eat, the vehicle of death. 
— That laſt enemy has unnumbered avenues for his 
approach; yea, lies entrenched in our very boſon, 
and holds his fortreſs in the ſeat of our lite. Ihe crim- 
ſon fluid, which diſtributes health, is impregnated with 
the ſeeds of death. Heat may inflame it, or toil op- 
preſs it, and make it deſtroy the parts it was deſigned 
to cheriſh. Some unſeen impediment may obſtruct its 
paſſage, or ſome unknown violence may divert its 
courſe ; in either of which caſes, it acts the part of a 
poiſonous draught, or a deadly itab. 


Ah! in what perils is vam life engag'd / 

What flight neglects, what trivial faults deſtroy 
| The hardieſt frame! Of indolence, of toil 

We die; of want, of ſuperfluity. 

The all-ſurrounding heav*n, the vital air, 

Is big with death. 


Since then we are ſo liable to be diſpoſſeſſed of this 
carthly. tabernacle, let us look upon ourſelves only as 
tenants at will ; and hold ourſelves in perpetual readi- 
neſs, to depart at a moment's warning. Without ſuch 
an habitual readineſs, we are like wretches, that ſleep 
on the top of a maſt, while a horrid gulf yawns, or 
furious waves rage, below. And where can be the 
peace, what the ſatisfaction, of ſuch a ſtate ?—Where- 
as, a prepared condition will inſpire a chearfulneſs of 
temper, not to be diſmayed by any alarming accident ; 
and create a firmneſs of mind, not to be overthrown 
by the moſt threatening dangers. When the city is 
fortified with walls, furniſhed with proviſion, guard- 
ed by able and reſolute troops ; what have the inhabi- 
tants to fear? what may they not enjoy? 80, juſt ſo, 
or rather by a much ſurer band, are connected the 
real taſte of life, and the conſtant thought of death. 


I sA1D, Our very comforts may beccine killing. And fee 
the truth inſcribed by the hand, ſealed with the ſignet 
of fate. The marble, which graces yonder pillar, in- 
forms me, that, near it, are depoſited the remains of 
Sophronia; the much lamented Saphronia, who died in 


child-bed.—How often does this calamity happen! The 


branch ſhoots ; but the ſtem withers. The babe ſpring 
to light; but ſhe that bare him, breathes her laſt. 8 
gives life, but gives it (O pitiable conſideration ) at the 
expence of her own; and becomes at once, a mot her, 
and a corpſe. —Or elſe, perhaps, ſhe expires in ſevere 
pangs, and is herſelf a tomb for her infant; while the 
melancholy complaint of a monarch's wo is the epitaph 
for them both: The. children are come to the birth, and 


there is not ſtrength to bring forth *.—Leſs to be lament- 


If. xxxvii, 3. 


MEDITATIONS among the TOMBS. 


ed, in my opinion, this misfortune than the cher. 
Better for the tender ſtranger to be itopped in the 
porch, than to enter only to converſe with affliction, 
Better to find a grave in the womb, than to be expo- 
ſed on a hazardous world, without the guardian of its 
infantile years, without the faithful guide of its youth. 
This monument is diſtinguiſhed by its finer materi- 
als, and more delicate appendages: It ſeems to have 
taken its model from an affluent hand, directed by a 
generous heart, which thought it could never do e- 
nough for the deceaſed. —lt ſeems, alſo, to exhibit an 
emblematical picture of Sophroma's perſon and accom- 
pliſhments. Is ker beauty, or, what is more than beau- 
ty, her white-robed innocence, repreſented by the 
inowy colour? The ſurface, ſmoothly poliſhed, like her 
amiable temper, and engaging manners. The whole 
adorned, in a welljudged medium between extrava- 
gant pomp and fordid negligence ; like her undiſſem- 
bled goodneſs, remote from the leaſt. oſtentation, yet 
in all points exemplary.—But ah ! how vain were all 
theſe endearing charms! How vain the luſtre of thy 
ſprightly eye; how vain the bloom of thy bridal youth! 
how vain the honours of thy ſuperior birth | how un- 
able to ſecure the lovely poſſeſſor from the ſavage vio- 
lence of death How ineffectual the univerſal eſteem 
of thy acquaintance ; the fondneſs of thy tranſported 
huſband ; or even the ſpotleſs integrity of thy charac- 
ter; to prolong thy ſpan, or procure thee a ſhort re- 
prieve — The concurrence of all theſe circumſtances 
reminds me of thoſe beautiful and tender lines : 


How Ion? d, how valu'd once, avails thee not; 

To whom related, or by whom begot. 

A heap of duſt alone remains of thee : 

Tie all THOU art! and all the PROUD Hall be*! 
Poreg's Miſcell. 


* Theſe verſes are inſcribed on a ſmall, but elegant monu- 
ment lately erected in the great church at Northampton; which, 
in the hieroglyphical decorations, correſponds with the deſcrip- 


tions introduced above : in this circumſtance particularly, 


that it is dedicated to the memory of an amiable woman, Mrs 
ANNE STONHOUSE, che excellent wife of my worthy 
friend Dr STON HOUSE; who has feen all the powers 
of that healing art, to which I, and ſo many others, have 


been greatly indebted, failing in their attempts to preſerve a 
life dearer to him than his own, 


Nec profunt domino, que preſunt omnibus, artes. Ovip. 


No longer his all-healing art avails ; 
But ev'ry remedy its maſter fails. 


In the midſt of this tender diſtreſs, he has ſought ſome kind of 
conſolation, even from the ſepulchral marble ; by teaching it 
to ſpeak at once, his eſteem for her memory; and his venera- 
tion for that religion, which ſhe ſo eminently adorned. Nor 
could this be more ſignificantly done, than by ſumming up her 
character, in that conciſe, but comprehenſive ſentence, A 
SINCERE CHRISTIAN. Coxcije enough, to be the mot- 
to for a mourning-ring ; yet as comprehenſive, as the moſt en- 


larged ſphere of perſonal, ſocial, and religious worth. For 


whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, what- 
ſoever things are of good report, are they not all included in 
that grand and noble aggregate, A ſincere Chriſtian ? 

Ihe firſt lines, conſidered in ſuch a connection, are wonder- 
Fully plaintive and pathetic ; es 


Hou lov'd, how valu'd once, avails thee net: 
To whom related, or by whom begot. 


They ſound, at leaſt in my ears, like the voice of ſorrow 
mingled with admiration. The ſpeaker ſeems to have been 
loſt, for a while, in melancholy contemplation ; ſuddenly 


breaks out into this abrupt encomium; then melts into tears, 
and can proceed no farther, Yet, in this caſe, how eloquent 


is ſilerice ! While it hints the univerſal eſteem which attended, 
and the ſuperiority of birth which diſtinguiſhed, the deceaſed 
wife; it expreſſes, beyond all the pomp of words, the yearu- 
ing affection, and heart-felt affliction, of the ſurviving huſband.— 
Amidſt the groupe of monumental marbles, which are laviſh 
of their panegyric ; this, I think, reſembles the inc 
addreſs of the painter ; who, having placed round a beautiful 


expiring virgin, her friends in all the agonies of grief, repre- 


omparable 
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h unable to divert the ſtroke, Chriſtianity 
* A. pluck out the ſting, of death. Is not 
this the filent language of thoſe lamps which burn, and 
of that heart which flames; of thoſe palms which flou- 
riſh, and of that crown which glitters, in the well-imi- 
tated and gilded marble ? Do they not, to the diſcern- 
ing eye, Aeribe the vigilance of her faith; the fer- 
vency of her devotion; her victory over the world; 
and the celeſtial diadem, which the Lonp, the righ- 
tcous Judge, fhall give her at that day * ? 

How happy the huſband; in ſuch a ſharer of his bed, 
and partner of his fortunes! Their inclinations were 
nicely-tuned unions, and all their converſation was 
harmony. How filken the yoke to ſuch a pair, and 
what bleſſings were twiſted with ſuch bands! Every 
joy was heightened, and every care alleviated. No- 
thing ſeemed wanting to conſummate their bliſs, but 
a hopcful progeny riſing around them. — That they 
might ſee themſelves multiplied in their little ones; 
ſec their mingled graces transfuſed into their offspring; 
and feel the glow of their affection augmented, by being 
reflefled from their children: © Grant us this gift, 
ſaid their united prayers, © and our ſatisfactions are 
% crowned; we requeſt no more.” 

Alas! how blind are mortals to future events! how 
unable to diſcern what is really good +! Give me chil- 
dren, ſaid Rachel, or elſe I die 1. An ardor of impa- 
tience altogether unbecoming, and as miſtaken as it 
was unbecoming. She dies, not by the tet e 
but by the accompliſhment, of her defire.—It children 
arc, to parents, like a flowery chaplet, whoſe beauties 
bloflom with ornament, and whoſe odours breathe 
delight; death, or ſome fell misfortune, may find 
means to entwine themſelves with the lovely wreath. 
Whenever our ſouls are poured out, with paſſionate 
importunity, after any inferior acquiſition 3 it may 


ſented the unegualled anguiſh of the Father with far greater 
liveliacſs and ſtrength, or rather with an inexpreflible empha- 
lis, by drawing a veil over „is face. 

If the laſt lines are a wide departure from the beaten track 
of our modern epitaphs, and che very reverſe of their high- 
flown compliments, N 


A heap of duſt alone OTE of thee ! | 
'Tis all THOU art /—and all the PROUD all be 


they are not without a precedent, and one of the moſt conſum- 
mate kind, Since they breathe the very ſpirit of that ſacred 
elegy, in which all the heart of the hero and the friend ſeems 
to be diffolved ; How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of 
war periſhed! 2 Sam. 1. 27. They remind the reader of 
that awful leſſon, which was originally dictated by the ſupreme 
wiſdom ; Duft thou art, and unto duft thou ſhalt return, Gen, 
iii. 19. They inculcate, with all the force of the moſt con- 
vincing evidence, that ſolemn admonition delivered by the pro- 
phet; Ceaſe ye from man, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils ; ſor 
wherein is H E to be accounted of ? II. li. 22. 

That no reader, however inattentive, might miſtake the 
ſenſe and defign of this part of the fourth line, | 


'Tis ALL thou art! 


it is guarded above and beneath.— Above, is an expanded book, 
that ſeems to be waved, with an air of triumph, over the em- 
blem of death : which we cannot but ſuppoſe to be the volume 
of inſpiration, as it exhibits a ſort of abridgment of its whole 
contents, in thoſe animated words; BE YE NOT SLOTHFUL, 
BUT FOLLOWERS OF THEM, WHO THROUGH FAITH 
AND PATIENCE INHERIT THE PROMISES, Heb. vi. 12, 
Beneath, that every part might be pregnant with inſtruction, 
are thoſe ſtriking reflections; worthy the conſideration of the 
bigheſt proficient in knowledge and piety, yet obvious to the 
underſtanding of the moſt untaught reader; LIirR, mow 
SHORT | ETERNITY, HOW LONG |! May my ſoul learn 
the forcible rport of this ſhort leſſon, in her contracted 
ſpan of time ! and all eternity will not be too long, to rejoice 
in having learned it. * 2 Tim. iv. 8. | 


T Neſcia mens hominum fati, ſortiſque future ! 
Turns tempus erit, magno cum optaverit emptum 


Intatum Pallanta ; et cum ſpolia ifta diemque 
Oderit. 5 | 


F Gen. xxx. 1, 
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be truly ſaid, in the words of our divine Maſter, . Te 
know not what Je a. Does Providence with-hold the 


thing that we long for? It denies in mercy; and only 
with-holds the occaſion of our miſery, perhaps the in- 
ſtrument of our ruin. With a ſickly appetite, we often 
loath what is wholeſome, and hanker after our bane: 
Where imagination dreams of unmingled ſweets, there 
experience frequently finds the bitterneſs of wo; _ 
Therefore may we covet immoderately, neither this 
nor that form of earthly felicity ; but refer the whole 
of our condition, to the choice of unerring wiſdom, 
May we learn to renounce our own will; rs, be ready 
to make a ſacrifice of our warmeſt wiſhes, whenever 
they. run counter to the good pleaſure of Gop. For, 
indeed, as to obey his laws, is to be perfectly free; {6 
to re/;gn ourſelves to his diſpoſal, is to e/tabli/h our own 
happineſs, and to be ſecure from fear of evil, 


HERE a ſmall and plain ſtone is placed upon the 
ground ; purchaſed, one would imagine, from the lit- 
tle fund, and formed by the hand, of frugality itſelf. 
Nothing coſtly ; not one decoration added; only a 
very ſhort inſcription; and that fo effaced, as to be 
ſcarcely intelligible. —Was the depolitary unfaithful to 
its truſt? Or were the letters worn, by the frequent 
reſort of the ſurviving family, to mourn over the 
grave of a moſt valuable and beloved relative ?—Por l 
perceive, upon a cloſer inſpection, that it covers the 
remains of a father; a religious father; ſnatched from 
his growing offspring, before they were ſettled in the 
world, or ſo much as their principles fixed by a tho- 
rough education, 


Tuts, ſure, is the moſt complicated diſtreſs, that has 
hitherto come under our conſideration, The /olemni- 
ties of ſuch a dying chamber, are ſome of the moſt melt- 
ing and Ae. e ſcenes -l gag lies the 
affacionate huſband; the indulgent parent; the faith- 
ful friend; and the generous maſter. He lies in the 
laſt extremities, and on the very point of diſſolution. 
Art has done its all. The raging diſeaſe mocks the 
power of medicine. It haſtens, with reſiſtleſs impetu- 
olity, to execute its dreadful errand ; to rend aſunder 
the ſilver cord of life, and the more delicate tie of ſo- 
cial attachment, and conjugal affection. | 

A ſervant or two, from a revering diſtance, caſt 
many a wiſhful look, and condole their honoured ma- 
ſter in the language of ſighs. The condeſcending mild- _. 
neſs of his commands was wont to produce an Acne £0 


of obedience, and render their ſervice a pleaſure. The 


remembrance of both embitters their grief, and makes - 
it trickle plentifully down their honeſt cheeks. —His 
Friends, who have ſo often ſhared his joys, and glad» 
dened his mind with their enlivening converſe, now 
are miſerable comforters. A ſympathizing and mourn- 
ful pity is all the relief they are able to contribute; un- 
leſs it be augmented by their ſilent prayers for the di- 
vine ſuccour, and a word of conſolation ſuggeſted from 
the ſcriptures *.—Thoſe poor innocents, the children, 
croud around the bed; drowned in tears, and almoſt 
frantic with grief, they ſob out their little ſouls, and 
paſſionately cry, he leave us? leave us in a help 
e leſs condition! leave us to an injurious world? 
Theſe ſeparate ſtreams are all united in the diſtreſſ- 
ed ſpouſe, and overwhelm her breaſt with an impe- 


tuous tide of ſorrows. In her, the lover weeps, the 


wife mourns, and all the mother yearns. To her, the 


loſs is beyond meaſure aggravated, ”7 months and 


years of delightful ſociety, and exalted friendſbip.— 

* Texts of ſcripture, proper for ſuch an occaſion; contain- 
ing promiſes—of ſupport under affliftion, Lam. iti. 32. Heb, 
xii, 6. 2 Cor. iv. 17,—0f pardon, /. li, 5. 17.18. 1 John 
ti. 1. 2. Af x. 43.—of juſtification, Nom. v. 9. Rom, viii, 24 


** 


33. 
2 34: 2 Cor. v. 21,—0f victory over death, P/al. xxiii. 4. Plot 5 
VIA G. 


xxiii. 26. 1 Cor. xv. 56. 5. —of a happy reſurrection, hn 
vi. 40. 2 Cr. v 1. Rev, Mi. 16. 7. | 


* 
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Where, alas! can ſhe mect with ſuch unſuſpected ſi- 
delity, or repoſe ſuch unreſerved confidence * where 
find ſo diſcreet a counſellor; to improving an example ; 
and a guardian fo ſeduloufly attentive to the interelts 
of herſelf, and her children : Sce! how me hangs 0 
ver the languiſhing bed; molt tenderly ſolicitous to 
prolong a life, important and deſirable far beyond her 
own ; or, if that be impracticable, no leſs tenderly of- 
ficious to ſooth the Taft agonies of her dearer felf.— 
Her hands, trembling under direful apprehenſions, 
wipe the cold dews from the livid cheeks ; and fome- 
times ſtay the ſinking head on her gentle arms, ſome- 
times reſt it on her compaſſionate botom.-—See ! how 
the gazes, with a ſpeechleſs ardor, on the pale coun- 
tenance, and meagre features. Specchleſs her tongue: 
but ſhe looks unutterable things. While all her ſoft 
paſſions throb with unavailing fondneſs, and her very 
ſoul bleeds with exquiſite anguiſh, - 

The /uferer, all patient and adoring, ſubmits to the 
divine will; and, by ſubmiſſion, becomes ſuperior to 
his affliction. He is ſenſibly touched with the diſcon- 
ſolate ſtate of his attendants ; and pierced with an an- 
xious concern for his wife and his children; his wife, 
who will ſoon be a deſtitute widow ; his children, who 
will ſoon be helpleſs orphans. © Yet, though caſt down, 
not in deſpair,” He is greatly refreſhed by Bis truſt 
in the everlaſting covenant, and his hope of approach- 
ing glory. Religion gives a dignity to diitrets., At 
cach interval of eaſe, he comforts his very coinfort- 
ers; and ſuffers with all the majeſty of wo. 

The ſoul, juſt going to abandon the tottering clay, 
collects all her force, and exerts her /a/t efforts. Ihe 

ood man raiſes himſelf on his pillow ; extends a kind 
fand to his ſervants, whicli is bathed in tears; takes 
an affecting farewell of his friends; claſps his wife in 
a feeble embrace; kiſſes the dear pledges of their mu- 
tual love; and then pours all that remains of life and 
of ſtrength, in the following words :—< I die, my dear 
« children: but Gop, the everlaſting Gop, will be 
« with you.—Though you loſe an earthly parent, 
& you have a Father in heaven, who lives for ever- 
more. Nothing, nothing but an unbelieving heart, 
4 and irreligious Tie. can ever ſeparate you from the 
c regards of his providence, — from the endearments 
&* of his love.” | | 

He could proceed no farther. His heart was full ; 
but utterance failed. After a ſhort pauſe, with diffi- 


culty, great difficulty, he added, —* You the dear 


& partner of my ſoul, you are now the only protector 
« of our orphans.—l leave you under a weight of 
© cares.—But Gor, who defendeth the cauſe of the 
«© widow,—Gop, whoſe promiſe is faithfulneſs and 


cc truth,—Gop hath faid, I will never leave thee, nor 


66 forjake thee *. — This revives my drooping ſpirits, — 
let this ſupport the wife of my boſom.—And now, 
« O Father of compaſſions, into thy hands I commend 
« my ſpirit. —Encouraged by thy promited goodneſs, 
« [ leave my fatherleſs” 

Here he fainted ; fell back upon the bed; and lay, 
for ſome minutes, bereft of his ſenſes. As a taper, up- 
on the very point of extinction, is ſometimes ſud- 
denly rekindled, and leaps into a quivering flame; 
ſo life, before it totally expired, gave a parting 
ſtruggle, and once more looked abroad from the 0- 
pening eye-lids.—He would fain have ſpoke, fain have 
uttered the fentence he began. More than once he eſ- 
ſayed: but the organs of ſpeech were become like a 
broken veſſel, and nothing but the obſtructing phlegm 
Tattled in his throat. His ape howeyer, ſpot aftec- 
tion inexpreſſible. With all the father, all the huſ- 


band ſtill living in his looks, he takes one more view 
of thoſe dear children, whom he had often beheld with 
a parental triumph. He turns his dying eyes on that 
beloved woman, whom he never bcheld but with a 


* Heb. xili. 5. 


F 
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glow of delight. Fixed in this poſture, amidſt - ſmiles 
of love, and under a gleam of heaven, they ſhine out 
their laſt. 

Upon this, the ſilent ſorrow burſts into loud la— 
ments. "They weep, and refule to be comtorted. 
Till ſome length of time had given vent to the excels 
of paſſion; and the conſolations of religion had 
ſtaunched their bleeding woes. "Then the afflicted ſa- 
mily {earch for the ſentence which fell w1finyhed from 
thoie loved, thoſe venerable, and pious lips. They 
find it recorded by the prophet Feremah, containing 
the direction of infinite wiſdom, and the promiſe of 
unbounded goodnels ; Leave thy fatherleſs children; I 
will preſerve them alive; and let thy widows truft in 
me *,— This, now, is the comfort of their life, and 
the joy of their heart. They treaſure it up in their 
memories. It is the beſt of /egacies, and an ineæhauſl- 
ible fund: A fund which will ſupply all their wants, by 
entailing the bleſſing of heaven on all their honeſt la- 
bours.— They are rich, they are happy, in this ſacred 
pledge of the divine favour. They fear no evil; they 
want no good; becauſe Gop is their portion, and 
their guardian G op; 


No ſooner turned from one memento of my own, 


and memorial of another's deceaſe, but a ſecond, 4 


third, a long ſucceſſion of theſe melancholy monitors, 
croud upon my fight +.—That which has fixed my 
obſervation, is one of a more grave and fable aſpect 
than the former. I ſuppoſe, it preſerves the relics 
of a more aged perſon. One would conjecture, that 
he made ſomewhat of a figure in his ſtation among 
the living, as his monument does among the funeral 
marbles. Let me draw near, and inquire of the ſtone, 
« Who or what, is beneath its fur face?“ -I am inform- 
ed, he was once the owner of a conſiderable eſtate ; 


which was much improved, by his own application - 
and management: that he left the werld in the buſy 


period of life, advanced a little beyond the meri- 
dian. 

Probably, replied my muſing mind, one of thoſe 
indefatigable drudges, who riſe early; late take reſt; 
and eat the wan, | of carefulneſs; not to fecure the 
loving-kindneſs of the Loxp, not to make proviſion 
for any reaſonable neceſſity, but only to amaſs toge- 
ther ten thouſand times more than they can poſſibly 
4. Did he not lay ſchemes for enlarging his fortune, 
and aggrandizing his family? Did he not purpoſe to 
join held to field, and add houſe to houſe, till his 
poſſeſſions were almoſt as vaſt as his deſires? that, 
then, he would | fit down and enjoy what he had ac- 
quired ; breathe a while from his toilſome purſuit of 
things temporal, and, perhaps, think a little of things 
eternal. 

But ſee the folly of worldly wiſdom / How ſilly, how 
childith, is the ſagacity of (what is called) manly and 
maiterly prudence, when it contrives more ſolicitouſ- 
ly for TIME, than it provides for ETERNITY! 
How ſtrangely infatuated are thoſe ſubtile heads, which 
weary themſelves in concerting meaſures for phantoms 
of a day, and ſcarce beſtow a thought on everlaſting 
realities /— When every wheel moves on ſmoothly ; 
when all the well-diſpoſed deſigns are ripening apace 
for execution; and the long- expected criſis of enjoy- 
ment ſeems to approach ; behold | Gop from on high 
laughs at the Babel-builder. Death touches the bubble, 
and it breaks; it drops into nothing. The cobweb, 
moſt finely ſpun indeed, but more eaſily diſlodged, is 


ſwept away in an inſtant; and all the abortive pro- 


jects are buried in the ſame grave with their projector. 


* Jer, xlix, 11. 
Plurima mortis imago. 
—Hac mente laborem 
Sefe Ferre, ſenes ut in otic tuta recedant, 
Aunt, cum ſibi ſint congeſta cibaria.— 


+ 
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80 true is that verdict, which the wiſdom from above 
paſſes on theſe ſucceſiſul unfortunates ; “ They walk 
te in a yain ſhadow, and diſquiet themſelves in vain &.“ 

Speak ye that attended ſuch a one in his laſt mi- 
nutes ; ye that heard his expirim ſentiments ; did he 
not cry out, in the language of diſappointed ſenſu- 
ality ?—* O death! how terrible is thy approach, to a 
« man immerſed in ſecular cares, and void of all con- 
« cern for the never-ending hereafter / Where, alas! 
« is the profit, where the comfort, of entering deep 
« into the N and of being dexterous in the 
« diſpatch, of earthly affairs; ſince I have, all the 
« while, neglected the one thing need ful. Deſtructive 
« miſtake! I have been attentive to eve inferior in- 
« tereſt ; I have laid myſelf out on the trifles of a mo- 
e ment; but have diſregarded heaven ; have forgot 
« eternal ages! O! that my days'——Here he was 

oing on to breathe ſome fruitleſs wiſhes, or to form 

know not what ineffeftual reſolutions. But a ſud- 
den convulſion ſhook his nerves ; diſabled his tongue; 
and, in leſs than an hour, diſſolved his frame. | 

May the children of this world be warned, by the 
dying words of an unhappy brother, and gather ad- 
vantage from his misfortune, —Why ſhould they pant, 
with ſuch impatient ardor, after white and yellow earth, 
as if the univerſe did not afford ſufficient for every 
one to take a little? Why ſhould they /ade them- 
ſelves with thick clay, when they are to © run for an 
« incorruptible crown, and preſs towards the prize 
« of their high calling?“ Why ſhould they over- 
load the veſſel, in which their everlaſting ALL is em- 
barked ; or fill their arms with ſuper/luities, when they 
are to ſwim for their /ives *— Yet ſo prepoſterous is 
the conduct of thoſe perſons, who are all hg to 
heap up an abundance of the wealth which peritheth; 
but are ſcarce ſo much as faintly defirous of being rich 
towards Gop. dic 

O! that we may walk, through all theſe glittering 
toys, at leaſt with a wiſe indifference, if not with a 
ſuperior diſdain! Having enough for the convenien- 
cies of life, let us only accommodate ourſelves with things 
below, and lay up our treaſures in the regions above. 
— Whereas, if we indulge an anxious concern, or la- 
viſh an inordinate care, on any tranſitory poſleſſions ; 
we ſhall rivet them to our affections with ſo firm an 
union, that the utmoſt ſeverity of pain muſt attend 
the ſeparating ſtroke. By ſuch an eager attachment 
to what will certainly be raviſhed from us, we ſhall 
only inſure to ourſelves accumulated anguiſh, againſt 
the agonizing hour: we ſhall plant, àforehand, our 
dying pillow with thorns f. 


Sou; I perceive, arrived at threeſcore years and 
ten, before they made their exit ; nay, ſome few re- 
ſigned not their breath, till they had numbered four- 
ſcore revolving harveſts. "Theſe, I would hope, re- 
« membered their Creator in the days of their youth” 
before their ſtrength became labour and ſorrow ;—be- 
fore that low ebb of languiſhing nature, when the heep- 
ers of the houſe tremble, and theſe that look out of the win- 
dows are darkened } ; when even the lighting down of 
the graſbopper is a burden on the bending ſhoulders, and 
defire itſelf fails in the liſtleſs, lethargic ſoul ;—before 
thoſe heavy hours come, and thoſe tireſome moments 


* Pal. xxxix. 6. 
Lean not on earth; *twill pierce thee to the heart; 
3 i reed at beſt, but oft a ſpear : 

its int e bleeds, and hope expires. 
e Night- Thoughts, Ne III. 
4 Eccl. xi. 3. 5. I need not remind my reader, that, by 
the former of theſe figurative expreſſions, is fignified the e- 
nervated ſtate of the hands and arms ; by the latter, the dim- 
neſs of the eyes, or the total loſs of fight : that, taken in con- 
nection with other parts of the chapter, they exhibit, in a ſe- 
rics of bold and lively metaphors, a deſcription of the various 

Nr attendant on old age; 175 
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Gop may ſuſpend his power; may withdraw his help; 


unaffected piety, and a vein of thought amazingly fertile, has, 


lately depends) a little more E a through all his works; 
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draw nigh, in which, there is too much reaſon to ſay, 
Me have no pleaſure in them; no improvement from 
« them.” 3 

If their lamps were unfurniſhed with oil, how unfit 
maſt they be, in ſuch decrepit circumſtances, to go to 
the market, and buy * For, belides a variety of diſ- 
orders, ariſing from the enfeebled conſtitution, their 
corruptions mult be ſurpriſingly ſtrengthened, by ſuch 
a long courſe of irreligion. Evil habits muſt have 
{truck the deepeſt root ; muſt have twiſted themſelves 
with every fibre of the heart; and be as thoroughly 
ingrained in the diſpoſition, as the ſoot in the Æthiopi- 
an's complex1on, or the ſpots in the leopard's ſkin. If 
ſuch a one, under ſuch diſadvantages, ſurmounts all 
the difhiculties which lie in his way to glory, it muſt 
be a great and mighty ſalvation indeed. If ſuch a one 
eſcapes deſtruction, and is ſaved at the laſt, it muſt, 
without all peradventure, bei as by fire +. 

This 1s the ſeaſon which ſtands in need of comfort, 
and is very improper to enter upon the conflict. The 
huſbandman ſhould now be putting in his ſickle; or 
eating the fruit of his labours ; not beginning to break 
up the ground, or ſcatter the ſeed.— Nothing, *tis true, 
is impoſſible with Gop. He faid, Let there be light, 
and there was light ; inſtantaneous light diffuſed, as 
quick as thought, through all the diſmal dominion of 
primeval darkneſs. At his command, a leproſy of the 
longeſt continuance, and of the utmoſt inveteracy, de- 
parts in a moment. He can, in the greatneſs of his 
ſtrength, quicken the wretch, who has lain dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins, not four days only, but fourſcore 
years. Vet truſt not, O truſt not, a point of ſuch in- 
expreſſible importance to ſo dreadful an uncertainty. 


way {wear in his wrath, that ſuch abuſers of his long- 
ſuffering ſhall + never enter into his reſt.” 

Ye, therefore, that are vigorous in health, and bloom- 
ing in years, improve the precious opportunity. Im- 
prove your golden hours to the nobleſt of all purpo- 
ſes; ſuch as may render you meet for the inheritance 
of ſaints in light; and aſcertain your title to a ſtate of 
immortal youth, to a crown of eternal glory f.— 
Stand not, all the prime of your day, idle; trifle no 
longer with the ofters of this immenſe felicity ; but 
make haſte, and delay not the time, to keep Gop's 
commandments. While you are loitering in a gay in- 
ſenſibility, death may be bending his bow, and mark- 
ing you out for ſpeedy victims.—Not long ago, I hap- 
pened to *ſpy a thoughtleſs jay. 'The poor bird was idly 
buſied in drefling his pretty plumes, or hopping care- 
leſsly from ſpray to ſpray. A ſportſman, coming by, 
obſerves the feathered rover. Immediately he lifts the 
tube, and levels his blow. Swifter than whirlwind, 
flies the leaden death ; and, in a moment, lays the filly 
creature breathleſs on the ground. Such, /uch may 
be the fate of the man, who has a fair occaſion of ob- 
taining grace to-day, and wantonly poſtpones the im- 

rovement of it till to-morrow. He may be cut off 
in the midſt of his folly ; and ruined for ever, while he 
is dreaming of being wi/e hereafter. 


Matth. XXV. 9. f 1 Cor. iii. 15. | 

1 May I be permitted to recommend, as a treaſure of fine 
ſentiments, and a treatiſe particularly appoſite to my ſubject, 
Dx LUCAS's InqQuUiRY AFTER HAPPINESS ? that part e- 
ſpecially, which diſplays the method, and enumerates the ad- 
vantages, of improving life, or living much in a little time. 
chap. III. p. 158: of the 6th edit, —An author, in whom the 
gentleman, the ſcholar, and the Chriſtian, are moſt happily 
united. A. performance, which, in point of ſolid argument, 


perhaps, no ſuperior, —Nor can I wiſh my reader a more re- 
fined pleaſure, or a more ſubſtantial happineſs, than' that of 
having the ſentiments of this entertaining and pathetic writer, 
wove into the very texture of his heart, Unleſs I might be 
allowed to wiſh, that the writer himſelf had interſperſed the 
glorious peculiarities of the goſpel (on which our happineſs abſo- 
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Sour, no doubt, came to this their laſt retreat, ll 


. of piety, and full of days, “ as a thock of corn, 11pe 


« with age, and laden with plenty, cometh in, in his 
„ ſeaſon *. — Theſe were children of light, and 2 
in their generation; wiſe with that exalted wiſdom 
which cometh from above, and with that enduring 
wiſdom which laſts to eternity. Rich alſo they were, 
more honourably and permanently rich, than all the 
votaries of mammon. The wealth of the one has made 
itſelf wings, and is irrecoverably gone; while the 
wretched acquirers are tranſmitted to that place of pe- 
nury and pain, where not ſo much as one drop of wa- 


ter is allowed to cool their ſcorched tongues. The 


ſtores of the other {till abide with them; will never de- 
part from them ; but make them glad, for ever and 
ever, in the city of their GD. Their treafures were 
ſuch as no created power could take away; ſuch as 
none but infinite beneſicence can beſtow ; and (com- 
fortable to conſider!) ſuch as I, and every indigent 
longing ſinner, may obtain; treaſures of heavenly 
knowledge, and faving faith ; treaſures of atoning 
blood, and imputed righteouſneſs. 

Here + he their bodies in “ peaceable habitations, 
« and quiet reſting-places.” Here they have thrown 


* Job v. 26. 

+ Some, I know, are offended at our burying corpſes with- 
in the church; and exclaim againſt it, as a very great i / opriety 
and indecency. But this, I imagine, procecds from an excet- 
ſive and miſtaken delicacy, If proper care be taken to ſecure 
from injury, the ſoundations of the building; and to prevent 
the exhalation of any noxious efluvia, from the putrefying 
fleſh; I cannot diſcover any inconveniencics attending this 
practice, 

The notion, that noiſome carcaſes (as they are called) are 
very unbecoming a place conſecrated to religious purpoſes, feems 
to be derived from the antiquated Jewiſh canon ; whereby it 
was declared, that a dead body imparted defilement to the per- 
{on who touched it, and polluted the ſpot where it was lodged. 
On which account, the Jets were fcrupulouſly careful to have 
their ſepulchres built at a diflance from their houſes; and 
made it a point of conſcience, not to ſuffer burial-places to ſub- 
ſiſt in the city. But as this was a rite purely ceremonial, it ſeems 
to be entirely ſuperſeded by the geſpel-· diſpenſation. 

I cannot forbear thinking, that, under the Chriſtian œcono- 
my, there is a propriety and uſcfulneſs in the cuſtom.—U/e- 

Julneſs, becauſe it muſt render our folemn aſſemblies more 
vencrable and. awful. For, when we walk over the duſt of our 
friends, or kneel upon the aſhes of our relations, this awaken- 
ing circunſtance muſt ſtrike a lively impreſſion of our own 
mortality, And what confideration can be more effectual, to 
make us ſerious and attentive in hearing, earneſt and impor- 
tunate in praying ? 

As for the /itne/5 of the uſage, it ſeems perfectly ſuitable to 
the deſign of thoſe ſacred edifices, They are ſet apart for Gop; 
not only to reccive his worſhippers, but to preſerve the furniture 
for holy miniſtrations, and what is, in a peculiar manner, ap- 
propriated to the Divine Majeſty, Are not the bodies of the 
faints the Almighty's property? Were they not once the ob- 
jefts of his tender love! Are they not ſtill the ſubjeCts of his 
ſpecial care ? Has he not given commandment concerning the 
bones of his elect; and charged the occan, and enjoined the 
grave, to keep them until that day When rocks bright with 
gems, or mountains rich with mines, are abandoned to the de- 
vouring flames; will not the/e be reſcued from the fiery ruin? 
Will not the/e be tranſlated into JEHovan's kingdom, and, 
conjointly with the ſoul, made © his jewels ;” made his pecu- 
liar « treaſure;“ made to ſhine as the brightneſs of the firma- 
ment, and as the ſtars for ever and ever ? 

Is not CurIsT the LORD of our bodies? Are they not 
bought with a price ? bought, not with corruptible things, ſil- 
ver and gold, but with his divinely- precious blood. And if 
the bleſſed Jesvs obtained the redemption of onr bodies, at 
ſo infinitely-dear a rate; can it enter into our hearts to con- 
ceive, that he ſhould diſlike to have them repoſed under bis 
own habitation ?—Once more; Are not the bodies of the faith- 
ful, temples of the Holy Ghoſt ? and is there not, upon this ſup- 

oſition, an apparent propriety, rather than the leaſt indecorum, 
in remitting theſe temples of fleſh to the temples made with 
hands? They are veſſels of honour ; inſtruments of righteouſ- 


neſs; and, even when broken by death, like the fragments of 


a golden bowl, are valuable; are worthy to be laid up in the 
ſafeſt, moſt honourable repoſitories, | 


friends * How ſecurely do they wing their way, and 
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off every burden, and are eſcaped from every ſnare, 
The head aches no more; the eye forgets to weep; the 
fleſh is no longer racked with acute, nor walted with 
lingering diſtempers. Here they receive a final releaſe 
from pain, and an everlaſting diſcharge from forrow. 
Here danger never threatens them with her terrifying 
alarms ; but tranquillity ſoftens their couch, and ſafety 
guards their repoſe. —Reſt then, ye precious relics, 
within this hoſpitable gloom: Reſt in gentle flumbers, 
till the laſt trumpet ſhall give the welcome ſignal, and 
ſound aloud, through all your filent manſions, “ Ariſe ; 
« ſhine; for your light is come, and the glory of the 
« Loxp is riſen upon you “.“ 

To theſe, how calm was the evening of life! In what 
a ſmiling ſerenity did their fun go down | When their 
fleſh and their heart failed, how reviving was the re- 
membrance of an all- ſufficient Redeemer, once dying 
for their ſins, now riſen again for heir juſtification ! 
How chearing the well-grounded hope of pardon for 
their tranſgreſſions, and peace with Gop, through Ix- 
sos CyxrrsT our LoD! How did this afſuage the ago- 
nies, and e ten the bitterneſs of death? — Where 
now is health, with all her golden mountains? 
Where is honour, with her proud trophies of rend 
Where are all the vain pomps of a deluded world ? 
Can they inſpire /uch comfort, can they adminifter any 
ſupport, in this laſt extremity ? Can they compoſe the 
aflrighted thoughts, or buoy up the departing foul, 
amidſt all the pangs of diflolution ?—The followers of 
the Lamb ſeem pleaſed and triumphant, even at their 
laſt gaſp. © Gov's everlaſting arms are underneath “ 
their fainting heads. His Spirit whiſpers peace and 
conſolation to their conſciences. In the ſtrength of 
theſe heavenly ſuccours, they quit the field, not cap- 
tives, but conquerors ; with © hopes full of immortality.” 

And now they are gone.—The ſtruggles of reluctant 
nature are over. The body ſleeps in death: the foul 
launches into the inviſible ſtate. But who can ima- 
= the delightful ſurprife, when they find themſelves 
urrounded by guardian angels, inſtead of weeping 


paſs through unknown worlds, under the conduct of 
thoſe celeſtial guides !—The vale'of tears is quite loſt. 
Farewell, for ever, the realms of wo, and range of 
malignant beings! They arrive on the frontiers of in- 
expreflible fel:city. They © are come to the city of 
<« the living Gop :”* While a voice, ſweeter than mu- 
fic in her ſofteſt ſtrains, ſweet as the harmony of hym- 
ning ſeraphim, congratulates their arrival, and beſpeaks 
their admiſſion : Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and 8 
be ye lift up, ye everlaſting doors; that the heirs of glo- 3 
ry may enter in. | þ 

Here, then, let us leave the fpirits and ſouls of the 11 
righteous, eſcaped from an entangling wilderneſs, and 
received into a 2 of delights! eſcaped from the 
territories of diſquietude, and ſettled in regions of un- 
moleſted ſecurity ! Here they fit down with Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of their Father. 
Here they mingle with an innumerable company of 
angels, and rejoice around the throne of the Lamb; 
rejoice in the fruition of 'preſent felicity, and in the 
affured expectation of an inconceivable addition to their 
blifs; when GOD Fall call the heavens from above, 
and the earth, that he may judge his people. 


Upon the whole, ſince the LoD Jxsus has purchaſed them 
at the expence of his blood, and the bleſſed Spirit has honour- 
ed them with his indwelling preſence ; tince they are right 
dear in the fight of the adorable Trinity, and undoubted heirs 
of a glorious immortality: why ſhould it be thought a thing 
improper, to admit them to a tranſient reſt in their heavenly 
Father's: houſe? Why may they not lie down and ſleep in the 
outer courts, ſince they are ſoon. to be introduced into the in- 
moſt manſions of everlaſting honour and joy? , 

* If, Ix. 1. I Dent. xxxiii. 27 , 

+ Seneca's reflections upon the ſtate of holy ſouls, delivered 
from the burden of the fleſh, are ſparkling and fine ; yet very 
indiſtinft and empty, compared with the particulars mentioned 
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„ 2-counted their life madneſs, and their end to be 
E biet e _ the children 
of G D, and their lot, their diſtinguiſhed and eternal 
lot, 15 among xy goon * / However, therefore, an un- 
diſcerning world may deſpiſe, and a profane world vi- 
lify the truly religious; be this the ſupreme, the inva- 
riable deſire of my heart ! 1 Let me live the life, and 
« dic the death, of the righteous. O! let my latter 
« end, and future ſtate be like theirs !” | 


Wuar figure is that which ſtrikes my eye from an 
eminent part of the wall! It is not only placed in a 
. more elevated ſituation than the reſt, but carries a more 
= {ſplendid and ſumptuous air than ordinary. Swords and 

ſpears, murdering engines, and inſtruments of ſlaugh- 
tcr, adorn the ſtone with a formidable magnificence.— 
It proves to be the monument of a noble warrior. 
Is ſuch reſpect, thought I, paid to the memory of 
this brave ſoldier, for ſacrificing his life to the public 
od ?—Fnen, what honours, what immortal honours, 
are due to the great Captain of our ſalvation ? who, 
though Lord of the angelic legions, and ſupreme Com- 
mander of all the heavenly hoſts, willingly offered 
himſelf a bleeding propitiation for inner, 

The one died, being a mortal; and only yielded up 
a life, which was long before forfeited to divine juſtice; 
which muſt ſoon have been ſurrendered as a debt to 
nature, if it had not fallen as a prey to war,—But 
CurisT took fleſh, and gave up the ghoſt, though 
he was the great I AM; the Fountain of exiſtence ; 
who calls happineſs and immortality all his own. He, 
who thought it no robbery to be equal with Gd; he, 
whoſe outgoings were from everlaſting ; even he was 
made in the likeneſs of man, and cut off out of the 
land of the living. Wonder, O heavens ! be aſtoniſh- 
ed, O carth ! HE died the death, of whom it is witneſ- 

fed, that he is the true Gop, and eternal life f.“ 

The one expoſed himſelf to peril, in the ſervice of 
his ſcvereign and his country; which, though it was glo- 
rious to do, yet would have been ignominious, in ſuch 
circumſtances, to have declined. —But CHRIST took 
the field, though he was the bleſſed and only potentate ; 
the KING of kings, and Lorp of lords. CHRIST 
took the fiddd, though he was ſure to drop in the en- 

ement ; and put on the harneſs, though he knew 
betore-hand, that it muſt reek with his blood. That 
Prince of heaven reſigned his royal perſon, not barely 
to the hazard, but to the inevitable ſtroke ; to death, 
certain in its approach, and armed with all its horrors. 
4 —And for whom? Not for thoſe who were in any de- 
gree deſerving; but for his own diſobedient creatures; 
jor the pardon of condemned malefactors; for a band 
of rebels, a race of traitors, the molt obnoxious and 
inexcuſable of all criminals; whom he might have 
lett to periſh in their iniquities, without the leaſt im- 
peachment of his goodneſs, and to the diſplay of his 
avenging juſtice. 

The one, it is probable, died expeditiou/ly ; was ſud- 
denly wounded, and ſoon flain. A bullet lodged in 
his heart, a ſword ſheathed in his breaſt, or a battle- 
axe cleaving the brain, 'might put a ſpeedy end to his 
miſery, diſpatch him “ as in a moment.” — Whereas 
the divine Redeemer expired in tedious and protract- 
ed torments. His pangs were as lingering, as th 
were exquifite. Even in the prelude to his Vt ſuffer- 
ing, what a load of ſorrows overwhelmed his ſacred 
humanity | till the intolerable preſſure wrung blood, 


above, and with many others that might be collected from 
ſcripture. In hoc tam procelloſo, et in omnes tempeſtates ex- 
Peſito navigantibus mari, nullus portus, niſs mortis eft. Ne 
Haque invideris fratri tuo; quieſcit, Tandem liber, tandem 
zutus, tandem æternus eft, Fruitur nunc aperto et libero cœ- 


vinculit animas beato rrripit finu 5 et nunc omnia rerum natu- 
ra bona cum ſumma voluptate-percipit. SEN. ad Polyb. 
+ 1 John v. 20. 


* Wiſdom v. 4. f. 
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inſtead of ſweat, from every pore; till the crimſon 
flood ſtained all his raiment, and tinged the very 
ſtones. - But when the laſt ſcene of the tragedy com- 
menced, when the executioner's hammer had nailed 
him to the croſs; O!] how many di/mal hours did that 
illuſtrious ſufferer hang; a ſpectacle. of wo to Gop, to 
angels, and to men! His temples mangled with the 
thorny crown ! his hands and feet cleft with the rug- 
ged irons! his whole body covered with wounds and 
bruiſes ! and his ſoul, His very ſoul, pierced with pangs 
of unutterable diſtreſs ! 

So long he hung, that nature, through all her do- 
minions, was thrown. into ſympathizing commotions. 
The earth could no longer ſuſtain ſuch barbarous in- 
dignities, without trembling ; nor the %% behold 
them, without horror. Nay, ſo long did he hang in 
this extremity of agony and torture, that the alarm 
reached even the remote regions of the dead. Never, 
O my ſoul, never forget the amazing truth. The 
Lamb of Gop was ſeized ; was bound; was flaugh- 
tered with the utmoſt inhumanity; and endured death 
in all its bitterneſs, for thee. His murderers, ſtudiouſ- 
ly cruel, ſo guided the fatal cup, that he taſted every 
drop of its gall, before he drank it off to the very dregs. 

Once again ; 'The warrior died like a hero, and fell 
gallantly in the field of battle.—But died not CuRIST 
as a fool dieth & Not on the bed of honour, with 
ſcars of glory in his breaſt ; but, like ſome execrable 
miſcreant, on a gibbet; with laſhes of the vile ſcourge 
on his back. Yes, the blefled JIESUs bowed his expi- 
ring head on the accurſed tree; ſuſpended between 
heaven and earth, as an outcaſt from both, and un- 
worthy of either. | 

What ſuitable returns of inflamed and adoring devo- 
tion can we make to the Holy One of Gop; thus dy- 
ing, that we might live? dying in ignominy and an- 

ih, that we might live for ever in the heights of 
joy, and fit for ever on thrones of glory? — Alas! it 
is not in vs, impotent, inſenſible mortals, to be dul 
thankful. He only, who confers ſuch inconceivably- 
rich favours, can enkindle a proper warmth of grate- 
ful affection. Then build thyſelf a monument, moſt gra- 
cious IMMANUEL, build thyſelf an everlaſting monu- 
ment of gratitude in our fouls. Inſcribe the memory 
of thy matchleſs beneficence, not with ink and pen, 
but with that precious b/ood, which guſhed from thy 
wounded veins. Engrave it, not with the hammer 
and chizel, but with that ſharpened ſpear, which pier- 
ced thy ſacred fide. Let it ſtand conſpicuous and in- 
delible, not on outward tables of ſtone, but on the 
very inmoſt tables of our hearts. 


Ox thing more let me obſerve, before I bid adieu 
to this intombed warrior, and his garniſhed ſepulchre. 
How mean are theſe oſtentatious methods of bribins 
the vote of fame, and purchaſing a little poſthumous 
renown | What a poor ſubſtitute for a fet of memo- 
rable actions, 1s poliſhed alabaſter, or the mimicry of 
ſculptured marble! The real excellency of this 
+ bleeding patriot, is written on the minds of his 


* 2 Sam, iii. 33. Of this indignity our T.ox Þ complains ; 
Are ye come out as againſt a thief Match. xxvi. 5 5. 

+ Sir Bevil Granville, flain in the civil wars, at an engage- 
ment with the rebels. It may poflibly be ſome entertainment 
to the reader, if I ſubjoin Sir Beuil's character, as it is draun 
by that celebrated pen, which wrote the hiſtory of thoſe cala- 
mitous times,—* That which would have clouded any victo- 

ry,” ſays the noble hiſtorian, © and made the loſs of others 
leſs ſpoken os, was the death of Sir Bevil Granville. He 
was indeed an excellent perſon, whoſe activity, intereſt 
and reputation, were the foundation of what had been 
done in Cornwall: his temper and affections ſo public, that 
no accident which happened, could make any impreſſion 
upon him; and his example kept others from taking an 
thing ill, or at leaſt ſeeming to do ſo. In a word, abrighte> | 
courage, and a gentler. diſpoſition, were never married to- 
gether, to make the moſt chearful and inn 
tion.“ CLAR. Hiſt. Reb. vol. II. 
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countrymen. It would be remembered with applauſe, 
ſo long as the nation ſubſiſts, without this artificial ex- 
pedient to perpetuate it.—And ſuch, ſuch is the mo- 
nument I would with for myſelf, Let me leave a me- 
morial in the breaſts of my tellow-creatures. Let ſur- 
vr friends bear witneſs, that I have not lived to 
myſelf alone, nor been altogether unſerviceable in my 

eneration. O! let an uninterrupted ſeries of bene- 
licent offices be the inſcription z and the beſt intereſts 
of my acquaintance, the plate that exhibits it. 

Let the yer, as they pals by my grave, point at the 
little ſpot, and thankfully acknowledge, “ There hes 
« the man, whoſe unwearied kindneſs was the conſtant 
tc relief of my various diſtreſſes; who tenderly vilited 
« my languiihing bed, and readily ſupplied my indi- 
« gent circumſtances. How often were his counſels a 
& guide to my perplexed thoughts, and a cordial to 
« my dejected ſpirit ! Tis owing to Gop's bleſſing on 
& his ſeaſonable charities, and prudent conſolations, 
& that I now live, and live in comfort.” Let a perſon, 
once ignorant and ungodly, lift up his eyes to heaven, 
and ſay within himſelf, as he walks over my bones, 
« Flere are the laſt remains of that ſincere friend, who 
« watched for my ſoul. I can never forget with what 
<« heedleſs gaicty 1 was poſting on in the paths of per- 
& dition; and I tremble to think, into what irretri-- 
e yable ruin I might quickly have been plunged, had 
&« not his faithful admonitions arreſted me in the wild 
& career. I was unacquainted with the goſpel of peace, 
« and had no concern for its unſearchable treaſures : 
but now enlightened by his inſtructive converſation, 
&« I ſee the all-ſufticiency of my Saviour; and, anima- 
e ted by his repeated exhortations, I count all things 
« but loſs, that I may win Carxisr. Methinks his diſ- 
& courles, ſeaſoned with religion, and ſet home by the 
« divine Spirit, ſtill tingle in my ears; are ſtill warm 
« on my heart; and, I truſt, will be more and more 
e operative, till we meet each other in the houſe not 
„ made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

The only infallible way of immortalizing our cha- 
racters a way equally open to the meaneſt and moſt 
exalted fortune, is, © to make our calling and elec- 
e tion ſure;” to gain ſome ſweet evidence, that our 
names are written in heaven. Then, however they may 
be diſregarded or forgotten among men, they will not 
fail to be had in everlaſting remembrance, before the 
LoxD.—This is, of all diſtinctions, far the nobleſt. 
Ambition, be this thy object, and every page of ſcrip- 
ture will ſanctify thy paſſion ; even grace itſelf will fan 
thy flame.—As to earthly memorials, yet a little while, 
and they are all obliterated. The tongue of thoſe, 
whoſe happineſs we have zealouſly promoted, muſt 
ſoon be ſilent in the coffin. Characters eut with a 
pen of iron, and committed to the ſolid rock, will ere 
long ceaſe to be legible *. But as many as are inrol- 
led “ in the Lamb's book of life, he himſelf declares, 
ſhall never be blotted out from thoſe annals of eter- 
nity f. When a flight of years has mouldered the tri- 
umphal column into duſt ; when the brazen ſtatue pe- 
riſhes, under the corroding hand of time ; thoſe honours 
ſtill continue; {till are blooming and incorruptible, in 
the world of glory. 


Make the extended ſkies your tomb; 
Let ſtars record your worth : - 
Yet know, vain mortals, all muſt die, 
As nature's fec4lieft birth. 


Would bounteous heav'n indulge my pray' r, 
aol frame a nobler choice ; | 

or, living, wiſh the pompous pile; 

Nor, dead, regret the lo.” * -'* 
In thy fair book of life divine, 

My God, inſcribe my name: 


Data ſunt ipſis quoque fata fepulchris, Juv. 
ö ev. ni. 5. | 


| Mortifying truth! Sufficient, one would think, to 
wean the moſt ſanguine appetite from this tranſitory 
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There let it fill ſome humble place; 
Beneath the ſlaughter'd Lamb. 


Thy ſaints, while ages roll away, 

In cndleſs fame ſurvive; 

Their glories, o'er the wrongs of time 
Greatly triumphant, live. 


YoxpER entrance leads, I ſuppoſe, to the vault. 
Let me turn aſide, and take one view of the habita- 
tion, and its tenants.—The ſullen door grates upon its 
hinges : not uſed to receive many viſitants, it admits 
me with reluctance and murmurs.—W hat meaneth 1 
this /udden trepidation, while I deſcend the ſteps, ang 
am viſiting the pale nations of the dead ?!—Be compo- WR 
ſed, my ſpirits ; there is nothing to fear in theſe quiet 
chambers. *©* Here even the wicked ceaſe from trou- b 4 
„bling.“ {7208 

Good heavens! what a ſolemn ſcene !—how diſmal | 
the g/oom Here is perpetual darkneſs, and night even 
at noon-day.— How doleful the folitude / Not one 
trace of chearful ſociety ; but ſorrow and terror ſeem 
to have made this their dreaded abode.—Hark ! how 
the hollow dome reſounds at every tread. The echoes, 
that long have ſlept, are awakened, and lament, and MR 
ligh, along the walls. i:W 

A beam or two finds its way through the grates ; 1 
and reflects a feeble glimmer from the nails of the coffins. 
So many of thoſe ſad ſpectacles, half concealed in 
ſhades, half ſeen dimly by the baleful twilight, add a 


deeper horror to theſe gloomy manſions. I pore upon 
the inſcriptions, and am juſt able to pick out, that MY 
theſe are the remains of the rich and renowned. No 


vulgar dead are depoſited here. The Meft Illuſtrious, 
and Right Honourable, have claimed this for their laſt 
retreat. And, indeed, they retain ſomewhat of a ſha- 
dowy pre-eminence. They lie, ranged in mournful | 
order, and in a ſort of filent pomp, under the arches MM 
of an ample ſepulchre ; white meaner corpſes, without 
much ceremony, © go down to the ſtones of the pit.” 

My apprehenſions recover from their ſurpriſe. I fnd 
here are no phantoms, but ſuch as fear raiſes —How- 
ever, it ſtill amazes me, to obſerve the wonders of Wl 
this nether world. Thoſe who received vaſt revenues, 
and called whole lordſhips their own, are here reduced 
to half a dozen feet of earth, or confined in a few MR 
ſheets of lead. Rooms of ſtate, and ſumptuous furni- ** 
ture, are reſigned, for no other ornament than the 
ſhroud, for no other apartment than the darkſome niche. j 4 
— Where is the ſtar that blazed upon the breaſt, or 
coronet that glittered round the temples ? The only re- 
mains of departed dignity are, the weather-beaten i *R 
hatchment, and the tattered eſcutcheon. I ſee no 
ſplendid retinue ſurrounding this ſolitary dwelling. 
The lordly equipage hovers no longer about the lifeleſs 
maſter. He has no other attendant, than a duſty a- 
tue; which, while the regardleſs world is as gay as 
ever, the ſculptor's hand has taught to weep. MF 

Thoſe who gloried in high-born anceſtors, and noble 
peas gree, here drop their lofty pretenſions. They ac- 

nowledge kindred with creeping things, and quarter 

arms with the meaneſt reptiles. They os to corruption, 
Thou art my father; and to the worm, Thou art my mo- 
ther and my fiſter—Or, ſhould they ſtill aſſume the 
ſtyle of diſtinction, ah! how impotent were the claim 
how apparent the oſtentation! Is it ſaid by their mo- 
nument? HERE LIES THE GREAT. How eaſily is 
it replied by the ſpectator | 


Ha marble! Where? 
Nothing but poor and ſordid duſt lies here. 


ſtate of things; from its ſickly ſatisfactions, its fading | I 
glories, its vaniſhing treaſures. : = 
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MEDITATIONS 
For now ye lying vanities of life! 
Ye ever-tempting, ever-cheating train | 
Where are ye now? and what is your amount? 


is all the world to theſe poor breathleſs beings? 
Rr their pleaſures A bubble broke.— What 
their honours A dream that is forgotten.— What the 
ſum- total of their enyoyments below? Once, perhaps, it 
appeared to unexperienced and fond deſire, ſomething 
conſiderable. But, now death has meaſured it with 
his line, and weighed it in his ſcale, what is the up- 
ſhot? Alas! it is ſhorter than a ſpan ; lighter than 
the dancing ſpark 3 and driven away like the diſſol- 
ing ſmoke. n 7+ ITEM 
"Indulge, my ſoul, a ſerious pauſe. Recollect all the 
gay things, that were wont to dazzle thy eyes, and in- 
veigle thy affections. Here examine thoſe baits of 
ſenſe. Here form an eſtimate of their rea/ value. Sup- 
poſe thyſelf firſt among the favourites of fortune, who 


revel in the lap of pleaſure, who ſhine in the robes of B 


honour, and ſmim in tides of inexhauſted riches. Yet 
how ſoon would the paſling-bell proclaim thy exit ! 
And, when once that iron call has ſummoned thee to 
thy future reckoning, where would all theſe gratifica- 
tions be! At that period, how will all the pageantry 
of the moſt affluent, ſplendid, or luxuriant circum- 
ſtances, vaniſh into empty air — And is this a happi- 
neſs ſo paſſionately to be coveted f? 

I thank you, ye relics of ſounding titles, and mag- 
nificent names. Ye have taught me more of the little- 
neſs of the world, than all the volumes of my library. 
Your nobility arrayed in a winding-ſheet, your gran- 
deur mouldering in an urn, are the moſt indiſputable 

roofs of the nothingneſs of created things. Never, 
hardy, did Providence write this important point in 
ſuch legible characters, as in the aſhes of My Lord, or 
on the corpſe of His Grace . Let others, if they 

leaſe, pay their obſequious court to 2 wealthy 
ons; and ignobly fawn, or anxiouſly ſue for prefer- 
ments: my thoughts ſhall often reſort, in penſive con- 
templation, to the ſepulchres of their fires ; and learn, 
from their ſleeping duſt, to moderate my expectations 
from mortals,—to ſtand diſengaged from every undue 
attachment to the little intereſts of time';—to get a- 
bove the deluſive amuſements of honour, the gaudy 
tinſels of wealth, and all the empty ſhadows of a pe- 
riſhing world. = 


Hark! what /ourd is that -In ſuch a ſituation, every 


noiſe alarms. —Solemn and flow, it breaks again upon 
the filent air.— Tis the ſtriking of the clock. De- 
ſigned, one would imagine, to ratify all my ſerious 
meditations. Methinks, it ſays Amen, and ſets a ſeal 
to every improving hint. It tells me, that another 
portion of my appointed time is elapſed. One calls it, 
<< the knell of my departed hours.” *Tis the watch- 
word to My rome and activity. It cries in the ear of 
reaſon, © Redeem the time. Catch the favourable 
ho er of opportunity: O! catch them, while they 
<* breathe; before they are irrecoverably loſt. The 
<< ſpan of life ſhortens continually. Thy minutes are 
* all upon the wing, and haſtening to be gone. Thou 
art a borderer upon eternity, and making inceſſant 
* advances to the ſtate thou art contemplating.” May 
the admonition ſink deep into an attentive and obedi- 
ent mind! May it teach me that heavenly arithmetic, 
of * numbering' my days, and applying my heart un- 
* to wiſdom!” ? | | | 

I have often walked beneath the impending pro- 
montory's craggy cliff; I have ſometimes trod the vaſt 
ſpaces of the lonely deſert; and penetrated the inmoſt 
receſſes of the dreary cavern: but never; never be- 
held nature louring, with ſo fremendous à form; never 
felt ſuch impreſſions of awe, ſtriking cold on ny 4 
thefe black-browed arches, amidſt 
Mors fola. fatetur ne 5195 
bominum cor puſcula.— Juv. 
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among the TOMBS. 28 
theſe mouldy walls, and ſurrounded by ſuch rueful 
objects, Where Melancholy, deepeſt Melancholy, for 
ever ſpreads her raven wings. Let me now emerge 
from the damp and dreadful obſcurity.— Farewell, ye 
ſeats of deſolation, and ſhades of death! Gladly I re- 
viſit the realms of day. 


Havins caſt a ſuperficial view upon thele receptacles 
of the dead, curioſity prompts my inquiry to a more 
intimate ſurvey. Could we draw back the covering of 
the tomb; could we diſcern what thoſe are now, Who 
once were mortals,— O! how would it ſurpriſe and 
groom us! Surpriſe us, to behold the prodigious tranſ- 
ormation which has taken place on every individual ; 
grieve us, to obſerve the diſhonour done to our nature 
in general, within theſe ſubterraneous lodgments ! 

Here, the ſweet and winning 4% ed, that wore per- 
petually an attractive ſmile; grins horribly a naked, 
haſtly ſkull.—The eye, that outſhone the diamond's 
brilliancy, and glanced its lovely lightning into the 
arded heart; alas! where is it? Where ſhall we 
find the rolling ſparkler? How are all its ſprightly 
beams eclipſed, totally eclipſed !—The tongue, that once 
commanded all the power of eloquence, in this ſtrange 
land, © has forgot its cunning.” Where are now thoſe 
{trains of harmony, which raviſhed our ears? Where 


is that flow of perſuaſion, which carried captive our 


judgments? The great maſter of language and of ſong, 
is become ſilent as the night that ſurrounds him.— 
The pampered fleth, ſo lately clothed in purple and 
fine linen, how is it covered rudely with clods of clay! 
There was a time, when the timorouſly- nice creature 
would ſcarce © * adventure to ſet a foot upon the 
« ground, for delicateneſs' and tenderneſs; but is 
now enwrapped- in clammy earth, and ſleeps on no 
ſofter a pillow than the ragged gravel-ſtones.—Here 
* the ſtrong men bow themſelves.” The nervous arm 
is unſtrung; the brawny ſinews are relaxed; the limbs, 
not long ago the ſeats of vigour and activity, lie down 
motionleſs ; and the bones, which were as bars of 
iron, are crumbled into duſt. | 

Here the man of bujineſs forgets all his favourite 
ſchemes, and diſcontinues the it of gain. Here 
is a total ſtand to the circulation of merchandize, and 
the hurry of trade. In theſe ſolitary receſſes, as in the 
building of Solomon's temple, is heard no ſound of the 
hammer and axe. The winding-ſheet and the coffin 
are the utmoſt bound of all earthly devices. Hither- 
eto they may go, but no farther.” —Here the ſons of 
pleaſure take a final farewell of their dear delights: No 
more is the ſenſualiſt anointed: with oil, or crowned' 
with roſe-buds. He chants' no more to the melody 
of the viol, nor revels any longer at the banquet of 
wine. Inſtead of ſumptuous tables, and delicious 
treats, the poor volaptuary is himſelf a feaſt for fat- 
tened inſects ; the reptile riots in his fleſh ; © the worm 
feeds ſweetly on him f. —Here alſo beanty fails; 
bright beauty drops her luſtre here. Ol] how her ro- 
ſes fade, and her lilies languiſh, in this bleak ſoil ! 
How does the grand leveller pour contempt upon the 
charmer of our hearts! how turn to deformity, what 
captivated the world before! x 


Coulp the lover have a ſight of his once inchanting 
fair- one, what a ſtartling aſtoniſhment would ſeize 
him !—* Is this the object I not lon ago ſo paſſionate - 
„ly admired! I ſaid, the was Any fair, and 
thought her ſomewhat more than mortal. Her 
form was ſymmetry itſelf; every elegance breathed 
4 6 air; and all the graces waited on her motions. 
« —Twas muſic when ſhe ſpoke :. but, when the - 
« ſpoke encouragement, twas little leſs than rapture. 
„How my heart danced to thoſe charming accents ! 
« —And can that which ſome weeks ago was to admi- 
« ration lovely, be now ſo inſuffera "Toathſome ?— 


Deut. xxviii, 56. . Job xxiv. 20. 


* 
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+ Where are thoſe bluſhing cheeks? here the coral 
„ lips? where that ivory neck, on which the curlin 
jet, in ſuch gloſſy ringlets, flowed? with a . 
other beauties of perſon, and ten thouſand delicacies 
of action *?—Amazing alteration ! deluſory bliſs ! 
% Fondly I gazed upon the glittering meteor. It 
© ſhone brightly ; and 1 miſtook it for a /tar, for a 
* permanent and ſubſtantial good. But how is it 
4 fallen! fallen from an orb, not its own ! and all that 
I can trace on earth, is but a putrid _ 

Lic, poor Horella / lie deep as thou doſt, in obſcure 
darkneſs. Let night, with her impenetrable ſhades, 
always conceal thee. May no prying eye be witneſs 
to thy diſgrace ; but let thy ſurviving ſiſters think upon 
thy ſtate, when they contemplate the idol in the glaſs. 
When the pleaſing image riſes gracefully to view, ſur- 
rounded with a world of charms, and fluſhed with 
joy at the conſciouſneſs of them all; — then, in thoſe 
minutes of temptation and dangers, when vanity uſes 
to ſteal into the thoughts, then let them remember, 
what a ve! of horror is drawn over a face, which was 
once beautiful and brilliant as theirs. Such a ſeaſon- 
able reflection might regulate the labours of the toilet, 
and create a more earneſt ſolicitude to pohſh the jerve/, 
than to varniſh the ca/tet. It might then become their 
higheſt ambition, to have the mind decked with di- 
vine virtues, and dreſſed after the amiable pattern of 
their Redeemer's holineſs. | 

And would this prejudice their perſons, or depre- 
tiate their charms ? — Quite the reverſe. It would 
ſpread a ſort of heavenly glory over the fineſt ſet of 
features, and heighten the lovelineſs of every other en- 
gaging accompliſhment. — What is yet a more invitin 
conſideration, theſe flowers would not wither wit 
nature, nor be tarniſhed by time; but would open 
continually into richer beauties, and ouriſb even in 
the winter of age. But the moſt incomparable recom- 
mendation of theſe noble qualities, is, that from their 
hallowed relics, as from the fragrant aſhes of the p- 
nix, will ere long ariſe an illuſtrious form, bright as 
the wings of angels, laſting as the light of the new 
Jeruſalem. | | 
For my part, the remembrance of this ſad revolu- 
tion ſhall make me aſhamed to pay my devotion to a 
ſhrine of periſhing fleſh, and afraid to expect all my 
happineſs from ſo brittle a joy. It ſhall teach me, not 
to think too highly of well-proportioned clay, thongh 
formed in the moſt elegant mould, and animated with 
the ſweeteſt ſoul. Tis heaven's laſt, beſt, and crownin 

ift. to be received with gratitude, and cheriſhed with 

= as a moſt valuable bleſſing; not worſhipped with 
the incenſe of 2 and ſtrains of fulſome adoration, 
as a goddeſs.—It will cure, I truſt, the dotage of my 
eyes ; and incline me always to prefer the ſabſtantial 
„ ornaments of a meek and virtuous ſpirit,” before 
the tranſient decorations of white and red on the ſkin. 


HERE I called in my roving meditations from their 
iong Women on this tender ſubject. Fancy liſtened 
a while to the ſoliloquy of a lover. Now judgment 
reſumes the reins, and guides my thoughts to more 
near and ſelt-intereſting 1nquiries—However, upon a 
review of the whole ſcene, crouded with ſpectacles of 
mortality and trophies of death, I could not forbear 
ſmiting my breaſt, and fetching a ſigh, and lamenting 


over the nobleſt of all viſible beings, laid proſtrate un- 
der the feet of “ the pale horſe, and his rider 4.”—1, 


could not forbear repeating that pathetic exclamation, 
« O! thou Adan, what 327 thou done] What de- 
ſolation has thy diſobedience wrought in the earth !—. 
See the malignity, the ruinous malignity of /n! Sin 


Quo ſugit Venus? heu! quove color? decent 
Quo motus? — habet illius, illius, | 
Quæ ſpirabat amores,; NOM. £9 1 

Que me ſurpuerat mihi ? Hor, 
+ Rev. vi. 8. It f 2 Ef 


has demoliſhed fo many ſtately ſtructures of fleſh ; ſin 
has made ſuch havock among the moſt excellent ranks 
of Gop's lower creation; and ſin (that deadly bane of 
our nature) would have planged our better part into 
the execrable horrors of the nethermoſt hell, had not 


our merciful Mediator anterpoſed, and given himſelf - 


for our ranſom. Therefore, what grateful acknow- 
ledgments does the whole world of penitent ſinners 
owe ; what ardent returns of love will a whole heaven 
of glorified believers pay, to ſuch a friend, benefactor, 
and dehverer ! | | 

Muſing upon theſe melancholy objects, a faithful 
remembrancer ſuggeſts from within, —+ Muſt this ſad 
change ſucceed in me allo? Am I to draw my laſt 
« paſp, to become a breathleſs corpſe, and be what 1 
% deplore &; Is there a time approaching, when this 
„ body ſhall be carried out upon the bier, and con- 
« ſigned to its clay. cold bed? while ſome kind acquain- 
«© tance, perhaps, may drop one parting tear; and 
© cry, Alas! my brother!—ls the time approaching?“ 
Nothing is more certain. A decree, much ſurer 
than the | of the Medes and Perſians, has irrevo- 
cably determined the doom. 

Should one of theſe ghaſtly figures burſt from his 
confinement, and ſtart up, in frightful deformity, be- 
fore me ; ſhould the haggard fieletcn lift a clattering 
hand, and point it full in my view ; ſhould it open 
the ſtiffened jaws, and, with a hoarſe tremendous 
murmur, break this profound filence ;—ſhonld it ac- 
colt me, as Samuel's apparition addreſſed the tremblin 
king,—The <* Lorp Hall deliver thee alſo into the hands 
« of death; yet a little while, and thou ſhalt be with 
« me f,; the ſolemn warning, delivered in ſo ſtriking 
a manner, mult ſtrongly impreſs my imagination. A 
meſſage in thunder would ſcarce fink dceper.—Yet 
there is abundantly-greater reaſon to be alarmed, by 
that expreſs declaration of the Loxpd GOD Almighty, 
« Thou ſhalt ſurely die.” Well then, ſince ſentence is 
paſſed ; ſince I am a condetnned man, and know not 


when the dead warrant may arrive; let me die to /in, 


and die to the world, before I die beneath the ſtroke of 
a righteous Gop. Let me employ the little uncertain 
interval of reſpite from execution in preparing for a 
happier ſtate, and a better life ; that, when the fatal 
moment comes, and I am commanded to ſhut my eyes 


upon all things here below, I may open them again, to 


ſee my Saviour in the manſions above. 5 

Since this body, which. 1s ſo fearfully and wonder- 
fully made, muſt fall to pieces in the grave; ſince I muſt 
ſoon reſign all my bodily powers to darkneſs, inactivity, 
and corruption ; let it be my conſtant care to uſe them 
well, while I pofleſs them !—Let-my hands be ſtretched 


forth to relieve the needy ; and always be © more rea- 


« dy to give than to receive.” Let my 4nees bend, in 


deepeſt humiliation, before the throne of grace; while 
my eyes are caſt down to the earth, in penitential con- 
fuſion ; or devoutly eg, up to heaven, for par- 


doning mercy -In every friendly interview, let the 
„law of kindnefs dwell on my is,“ or rather, if 


I paſs, with melancholy ſtate, 
By all theſe ſolemn heaps of fate; 
And think, as ſoft and ſad I tread 
Above the-venerable dead, 4 | 
„Time was, like me, they life poſſeſt ; 
And time will be, when I ſhall reſt “ PanneL; 


+ 1 Sam, xxviii, 19. On this place, the Dutch tranſlator of 


the Meditations has added a note ; to correct, very probably, 


- what he ſuppoſes a miſtake. ' On the fame ſuppoſition, I pre- 
ſume, the compilers of our rubric ordered the laſt verſe of 
Ecclus xlvi. to be omitted, in the daily ſervice of the church. 
But that. the, ſentiment, hinted abbve, is ſtrictly true; that it 
was NH N Samuel him/elf (not an infernal ſpirit, perſona- 
ting the prophet) who appeared to the female necromancer_ at 
Endor; appeared, not in compliance with any diabolical incan- 


tation, but in purſuance of the divine comimilMon ; this, I 


think, is fully proved in the Fiſtorical account of the life of Da- 


vid, vol. I. chap. 23. | 
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MEDITATIONS 


ſeriouſneſs. of my acquaintance permits, let the 
L. peace flow from my tongue. O! that I 


might be enabled, in every public concourſe, to lift up 
my voice like a trumpet; and pour abroad a more joy- 
tul ſound, than its moſt melodious accents, in pro- 
daiming the glad tidings of free ſalvation —Be ſhut, 
my ears, reſolutely ſhut, againſt the malevolent hi- 
tpers of flander, and the Sag breath of Fray 
talking. But be ſwift to hear the inſtructions of wil- 
dom ; be all attention when your REDEEMER ſpeaks; 
imbibe the precious truths; and convey them care- 
fully to the heart.—Carry me, my feet, to the temple 
of the Lo xp, to the beds of the ſick, and houſes of 
the poor, —May all my members, devoted entirely to 
my divine Maſter, be the willing inſtruments of pro- 
moting his glory! | 4H 

Then, ye embalmers, you may ſpare your pains. 
Theſe works of faith, and labours of love; theſe ſhall 
be my ſpices and perfumes. Enwrapped in theſe, I 
would lay me gently down, and fleep ſweetly in the 
bleſſed IESVUS; hoping, that Gop © will give com- 
« mandment concerning my bones;“ and one day 
fetch them up from the duſt, as ſilver from the fur- 
nace, purified, “ I ſay not ſeven times, but ſeventy 
« times ſeven.” 


Hex my contemplation took wing; and, in an in- 
ſtant, alighted in the garden adjoining to mount Cal- 
vary. Having viewed the abode of my deceaſed fel- 
low-creatures, methought, I longed to ſee the place 
where our Loxzp lay.—And, O! what a marvellous 
ſpectacle was once exhibited in this memorable ſepul- 
chre! He, * who clothes himſelf with light, as with a 
« garment; and walks upon the wings of the wind *;” 
HE was pleaſed to wear the habiliments of mortality, 
and dwelt among the proſtrate dead. Who can repeat 
the wondrous truth too often? Who can dwell upon 
the tranſporting theme too long? He, who fits en- 
throned in glory, and diffuſes bliſs among all the hea- 
venly hoſts; Hz was once a pale and bloody corpſe, 
and preſſed this little ſpot. Shag 

O death ! how great was thy triumph in that hour ! 
Never did thy gloomy realms contain /uch a priſoner 
before. Priſoner, did I ſay? No; he was more than 
conqueror. He aroſe, far more mightily than Samſon, 


from a tranſient flumber ; broke down the gates, and 


demoliſhed the ſtrong-holds, of thoſe dark dominions. 
And this, O mortals, this is your only conſolation 
and ſecurity. Ixsus has trod the dreadful path, and 
ſmoothed it for your paſſage.— ] ESsUs, fleeping in the 
chambers of the tomb, has brightened the diſmal man- 
ſion, and left an inviting odour in thoſe beds of duſt. 
The dying Ixsus (never let the comfortable truth de- 
part from your minds! the dying J Ess) is your ſure 
protection, your unqueſtionable paſſport, through the 
territories of the grave, Believe in him; and they 


The ſcriptures, ſpeaking of the ſupreme Being, ſay, — 


He walketh upon the waves of the ſea, to denote his uncon- 


trollable power, Job ix. 8.—He walketh in the circuit of hea- 
ven, to expreſs the immenſity of his preſence, Fob xxii. 14.—- 
He walketh upon the wings of the wind, to ſignify the amazin 
ſwiftneſs of his operations, P/a/. civ. 3.——In which 


Phraſe, there is, I think, an elegance and emphaſis, not taken 


notice. of by our commentators, yet unequalled in-any writer. 
Not, he flieth ; he runneth ; but, he walketh : and that on the 
very wings of the wind; on the moſt impetuous;of elements, 
rouſed into its utmoſt rage, and ſweeping along with incon- 
ceivable rapidity, A tumult in nature, not to be deſcribed, is 
the compoſed and ſedate work of the DEITY. A ſpeed, 
not to be meaſured, is (with reverence I uſe the expreſſion, and 
to comport with our low methods of conception) the /olemn 
and mqjeftic foot-pace of JEHOV A H.—How fat are the 
following lines, even in the great malter of lyric ſong, 


: Oeyor cervis, et agente nimbos _ 

zh | Ocyor euro, 

when compared with this inimitable ſtroke of divine poetry 
He walketh upon the wings of the wind. 
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ſafe to paradiſe. Believe in him; and you ſhall be no 
loſers, but unſpeakable gainers, by your diſſolution. 
For hear what the oracle of heaven ſays upon this im- 
portant point, Wheſo believeth in me, ſhall never die &. 
— What ſublime and emphatical language is this! Thus 
mach, at leaſt, it muſt import: “ The nature of that. 
e laſt change ſhall be ſurpriſingly altered for the bet- 


e ter, It ſhall no longer be inflicted, as a puniſhment; 


„but rather be vouch/afed, as a bleſſing. To ſuch 
% perſons, it ſhall come attended with fuch a train of 
«© benefits, as will render it a kind of happy impro- 
* pricty, to call it . Dying! No; *tis then they 
« truly begin to live. Their exit is the end of their 
4 frailty, and their entrance upon perfection. Their 
« laſt groan is the prelude to lite and immortality.” 

O ye timorous ſouls, that are terrified at the ſound 
of the paſling-bell ; that turn pale at the ſight of an 
opened grave; and can ſcarce behold a coftin or a ſkull, 
without a ſhuddering horror; ye that are in bondage 
to the griſly tyrant, and tremble at the ſhaking of his 
iron rod ; cry mightily to the Father of your ſpirits, 
for faith in his dear Son. Faith will free you from 
your flayery . Faith will embolden you to tread on 
(this fercelt of) ſerpents 1. Old Simeon, claſping the 
child Jesus in the arms of his fleſh, and the glorious 
Mediator in the arms of his faith, departs with tran- 
quillity and peace. That bitter perſecutor Saul, having 
won CHRIST, being found in CHRIST, longs to be 
diſmiſſed from cumbrous clay, and kindles into ra 
ture at the proſpect of diflolution ||. Methinks, I ſee 
another of IMMANUEL's followers, truſting in his Sa- 
viour, leaning on his Beloved, go down to the ſilent 
ſhades, with compoſure and alacrity 4. In this power- 
ful name, an innumerable company of ſinful creatures 
have ſet up their banners; and © overcome through 
the blood of the Lamb.” Authoriſed by the Cap- 
tain of thy ſalvation, thou alſo gy ſet thy feet upon 
the neck of this king of terrors. Furniſhed with this 
antidote, {hou alſo mayſt play around the hole of the 
aſp, and put thy undaunted hand on this cockatrice- 
den . Thou mayſt ++ feel the viper faſtening to thy 
mortal part, and fear no evil : thou ſhalt one day ſhake 
it off by a joyful reſurrection, and /ufer no harm. 


RESURRECTION | That chearing word eaſes my mind 
of an anxious thought, and ſolves a moſt momentous 


queſtion. I was going to aſk, © Wherefore do all theſe 


* corpſes lie here, in this abje& condition? Is this 
their final ſtate? Has death conquered ? and will the 
e tyrant hold captivity. captive? How long wilt thou 
forget them, O Loxp ? For ever ?”—No, faith the 
voice from heaven ; the word of divine revelation; 


The righteous are all“ priſoners of hope =.” There is 


* Jahn xi. 26. 
+ Death's terror is the mountain faith removes : 
"Tis faith diſarms deſtruction.— 


Believe, and look with triumph on the tomb. 


Theſe, and ſome other quotations, I am proud to borrow 
from the Night-thoughts, eſpecially from night the fourth, In 


which, energy of language, ſublimity of. ſentiment, and the 


moſt exquiſite beauties of poetry, are the leaſt perfections to be 


admired. Almoſt every line glows with devotion; riſes into 
the moſt exalted apprehenſions of the adorable Redeemer; and 


is animated with the moſt lively faith in his all- ſufficient media- 
tion. The author of this excellent performance has the pecu- 


liar felicity, of ennobling all the ſtrength of ſtyle, and every 
delicacy of imagination, with the grand and diſtinguiſhing 
truths of Chriſtianity, Theſe thoughts give the higheſt entex- 


talnment to the fancy, and impart the nobleſt improvement to 
the mind. They not only-refine our taſte, but prepare us for 


death, and ripen us for glory. I never take up this admirable 
piece, but I am ready to cry. out, cum vivere amem, tecum 


obeam libens ; i. e. Inſpire me with ſuch a ſpirit, and life hall - 
ce be delightful, nor death itſelf unwelcome” +» | 

Luke x. 19. 
i. 14. II. 


| Phil. i. 23. 2 Tim. iv. 7. 8. 


£ 


Ak. + 2 Det. 
xi, . ++ Ai. 35. — Tech. ix. 12. 


"- 


„ my Father, receive the fingdom t 


one of its immunities, The inhabitant thereof ſhall 
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an hour, (an awful ſecret that, and known only to all- 
foreſoeing wiſdom), an appointed hour there is, when 
an act of grace will paſs the great ſeal above, and give 
them an univerſal diſcharge, a general delivery from 
the abodes of corruption.—Then ſhall the Loap Jxsvs 
deſcend from heaven, with the ſhout of the archangel, 
and the trump of Gov. Deſtruction itſelf ſhall hear 
his call, and the obedient grave give up her dead. In 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, they ſhake off 
the ſleep of ten thouſand years; and ſpring forth, 
like the bounding roe, to © meet their Loxp in the 
« air.“ : 

And, O! with what cordial congratulations, what 
tranſporting endearments, do the ſoul and body, thoſe 
affectionate companions, re-unite ! But with how 
much greater demonſtrations of kindneſs, are they 
beth received by their compaſſionate Redeemer! The 
Ancient of days, who comes in the clouds of heaven, 
is their friend, their father, their bridegroom. He 
comes with irreſiſtible power and infinite glory ; but 
they have nothing to fear from his majeſtic appear- 
ance: Thoſe tremendous folemnities, which ſpread deſo- 
lation and aſtoniſliment through the univerſe, ſerve 
only to inflame their love, and heighten their hopes. 
The Judge, the awful Judge, amidſt all his magnifi- 
cence and ſplendor, vouchſafes to confeſs their names; 
vouchſafes to commcunorate their fidelity, before all 
the inhabitants of the ſkies, and the whole aflembled 
world. 

Hark ! the thunders are huſhed. See! the lightnings 
ceaſe their rage. 'The angelic armies ſtand in filent 
ſuſpenſe. The whole race of Adam is wrapped in 
pleaſing, or anxious expectation.— And now that ad- 
orable perſon, whoſe favour is better than life, whoſe 
acceptance is a crown of glory, lifts up the light of 
his countenance upon the righteous. He ſpeaks ; and 
what raviſhing words proceed from his ious lips! 
What ecſtaſies of delight they enkindle in the breaſts 
of the faithful !—* I accept you, O my people! Ye 
<« are they that believed in my name. Ye are they 
e that renounced yourſelves, and are complete in me. | 
<« ſee no ſpot or blemiſh in you; for ye are waſhed in 
« my blood, and clothed with my righteouſneſs. Re- 
C newed by my Spirit, ye have glorified me on earth, 
« and have been faithful unto death. Come, then, 
ce ye ſervants of holineſs, enter into the joy of your 
«© Loxp. Come, ye children of 1 e bleſſed of 

at ſhall never be 
« removed; wear the crown which fadeth not away; 
« and enjoy pleaſures for evermore.“ 

Then it will be one of the ſmalleſt privileges of the 
righteous, that they ſhall languiſh no more; that ſick- 
neſs will never again ſhew her pale countenance in 
their dwellings . Death 200 will be fwallowed 
« up in vidory,” That fatal javelin, which has 
drank the blood of monarchs, and finds its way to 
the hearts of all the ſons of Adam, ſhall be utterl 
broken. That enormous ſithe, which has ftruck 
empires from their root, and ſwept ages and genera- 
tions into oblivion, ſhall lie by in, perpetual uſeleſſ- 


neſs. Sin alſo, which filled thy quiver, thou inſatiate 


archer !—fin, which ſtrung thy arm with reſiſtleſs vi- 
our,—which pointed all thy ſhafts with inevitable 
eſtruction z—ſin will then be done away. What - 

ever is rail, or depraved, will be thrown off with 

our grave - cloaths. All to come is perfect holineſs, 
and conſummate happineſs; the term of whoſe conti- 
nuance is eternity. ' | | 


O ErxxxNIT TI eternity, how are our boldeſt, our 
ſtrongeſt. thoughts, loſt. and overwhelmed: in thee ! 
* T/aiah, ſpeaking, of the new. Zeru/alem, mentions chis a8 


its ! a no more ſay, 


Jam fick. Another clauſe, in its royal charter, runs thus: 
GOD. ſhall wipe away, all Wars from | their 28 and there 

ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, nar cryings neither ſbal! 
there be any more pain. If. xxxiii, 24. Rev. xxi. 4. 


leſs, amazing eternity, will only be 3 


Who can ſet land-marks to limit thy dimenſions; or 
find plummets to fathom thy depths ? Arithmeticians 
have figures to compute all the progreſſions of time; 
aſtronomers have inſtruments to calculate the diſtances 
of the planets : but what numbers can ſtate, what lines 
can gauge, the lengths and breadths of eternity ? « It 
« is higher than heaven; what canſt thou do? deep- 
& er than hell; what canſt thou know? the meaſure 
« thereof is longer than the earth, broader than the 
* 

Myſterious, might exiſtence ! A ſum not to be leſ- 
ſened by the largeſt dedudt:ons/ An extent not to be 
contracted by all poſſible d:minutions None can trul 
ſay, after the moſt prodigious waſte of ages, © 80 
« much of eternity is gone.” For wheti millions of 
centurics are elapſed, it is but juſt commencing ; and 
when milllions more have run their ample round, it 
will be no nearer ending. Yea, when ages, numerous 
as the bloom of ſpring, increaſed by the herbage of 
ſummer, both augmented by the leaves of autumn, 
and all multiplied by the drops of rain, which drown 
the winter ;—when theſe, and ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand more, - more than can be repreſented by an 
ſimilitude, or unagined by any conception ;—when all 
theſe are revolved and finiſhed, eternity, vaſt, bound- 


/ 

What a pleaſing, yet awful thought is this! full of 
delight, and full of dread. O! may it alarm our fears, 
Fes our hopes, and animate all our endeavours / 
Since we are ſoon to launch into this endleſs and in- 
conceivable ſtate, let us give all diligence to ſecure our 
entrance into bliſs.—New let us give all diligence ; be- 
cauſe there is no alteration in the ſcenes of futurity. 
The wheel never turns: all is ſtedfaſt and immoveable 
beyond the grave. Whether we are then ſeated on 
the throne, or ſtretched on the rack, a ſeal will be ſet 
to our condition, by the hand of . everlaſting mercy, 
or inflexible juſtice. The ſaints always rejoice amidſt 
the ſmiles of heaven ; their harps are perpetually tu- 
ned ; their triumphs admit of no interruption.—The 
ruin of the wicked is irremediable. The fatal ſentence, 
once paſſed, is never to be repealed; No hope of ex- 
changing their doleful habitations. But all things bear 
the ſame diſmal aſpect for ever and ever. 


THE n mind recoils at the apprehenſion 
of their miſery. It has ſtudiouſſy waved the fearful 
ſubject, and ſeems unwilling to purſue it even now. — 
But *tis better to reflect upon it for a few minutes, 
than to endure it to eternal ages. Perhaps, the con- 
ſideration of their aggravated miſery may be profitably 
terrible ; may teach me more highly to prize the Savi- 
our, who © delivers from going down into the bot- 
« tomleſs pit ;” may drive me, like the avenger's 
ſword, to this only city of refuge for obnoxious ſin- 
Ders. | : 

The wicked ſeem to lie here, like malefactors, in a 
deep and ſtrong dungeon; reſerved againſt the day of 
trial.— Their departure was without peace.” Clouds 
of horror ſat louring upon their cloſing eye-lids, moſt 
ſadly foreboding the © blackneſs of darkneſs for ever.” 
When the laſt ſickneſs ſeized their frame, and the in- 
evitable change advanced; when they ſaw the fatal 
arrow fitting to the ſtrings, ſaw the deadly archer 
aiming at their heart, and felt the envenomed ſhaft 


_ faſtened in their vitals ;— Gop.! what fearfulneſs 


came upon them! what horrible dread overwhelmed 
them! How did they ſtand ſhuddering and aghaſt upon 
the n exceſſively afraid to plunge 
into the abyſs of eternity, yet utterly unable to main - 
tain their ſtanding on the verge of life. | 

O! whiat- pale reviews, what ſtartling proſpects, 
conſpire to augment their ſorrows . They look back- 
ward, and behold: a moſt melancholy ſcene! Sins 


f — Animus meminiſſe horret, luctugue refugit. V1RG. 
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of ; mercy lighted ; and the day of grace 
2 hey look Reed; and nothing preſents it- 
ſelf, but the righteous Judge, the dreadful tribunal, 
and a moſt ſolemn reckoning.— They roll around their 
affrighted eyes on attending friends. If accomplices 
in debauchery, it ſharpens their anguiſh, to conſider 
this farther aggravation of their guilt, that they have 
not ſinned alone, but drawn others into the ſnare. If 
religious acquaintance, it ſtrikes a freſh gaſh into their 
hearts, to think of never ſeeing them any more, but 
only at an unapproachable diſtance, ſeparated by the 
unpaſſable gulf. ; 3 

At laſt, perhaps, they begin to pray. Finding no 
other poſſible way of relief, they are conſtrained to ap- 
ply unto the Almighty. With trembling lips, and a 
taltering tongue, they cry unto that ſovereign Being, 
« who kills and makes alive.” —But why have they 
deferred, ſo long deferred their addreſſes to G o Þ ? 
Why have they deſpiſed all his counſels, and ſtood in- 
corrigible under his inceſſant reproofs? How often 
have they been forewarned of theſe tcrrors, and moſt 
importunately entreated to ſeek the LO RD while he 
nig hi be found *—1 with they may obtain mercy at the 
eleventh, at the laſt hour. I wiſh they may be ſnatch- 
ed from the jaws, the opened, the gaping, the almoſt 
cloſing jaws of damnation. But, alas! who can tell, 
whether affronted Majeſty will lend an ear to their 
complaint ? whether the Holy One will work a mi- 
racle of grace in behalf of ſuch tranſgreſſors? He may, 
for aught any mortal knows, “laugh at their cala- 
« mity, and mock when their fear cometh.” 

Thus they lie groaning out the poor remains of lite; 
their limbs bathed in ſweat; their heart ſtruggling 
with convulſive throes ; pains inſupportable — 
in every pulſe; and innumerable darts of agony tranſ- 
fixing their conſcience. 


In that dread moment, how the frantic ſoul 
Raves round the walls of her clay tenement ; 
Runs to each avenue; and ſbriets for help; 
But fhrieks in vain! How wiſhfully ſhe looks 
On all he's leaving, now no longer hers / 

A little longer, yet a little longer, 

O! might ſhe ſtay, to waſh away her crimes, 
And # her for her paſſage ! Mournful fight /! 
Her very eyes weep blood ; and every groan 
She heaves, is big with horror : but the foe, 
Like a ſtaunch murd'rer, ſteady to his purpoſe, 
Purſues her cloſe through every lane of life, 
Nor miſſes once the tract; but preſſes on; 
Till, forc'd at laſt to the tremendous verge, 

At once ſhe finks *. —— 


If this be the end of the ungodly, © My ſoul, come 
« not thou into their ſecret! Unto their aſſembly, 
« mine honour, be not thou united! How awfully 
accompliſhed is that prediction of inſpired wiſdom ! 
Sin, though ſeemingly ſweet in the commiſſion, yet 
at the laſt it hiteth like a ſerpent, and frengeth like an ad- 
der.—Fly therefore from the tents, O! fly from the 
ways of ſuch wretched men. 


Hape diſſolution ! were this the period of their 
woes. But, alas! all theſe tribulations are only “ the 
„beginning of ſorrows ;** a {mall drop only from that 
cup of trembling,” which is mingled for their fu- 
ture portion.—No ſooner has the lait pang diſlodged 
their reluctant ſouls, but they are hurried into the pre- 
ſence of an injured angry Gop. Not under the con- 
duQing care of beneficent angels, but expoſed to the 
inſults of accurſed ſpirits, who lately tempted them, now 
utbraid them, and will for ever torment them. Who 
can imagine their confuſion and diſtreſs, when they 
ſtand guilty, and inexcuſable, before their incenſed 
Creator? They are received with frowns. The Gop 


* See a valuable poem, entitled, The Grave. 
No II. | 
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that made them, has no * mercy on them *. The 
Prince of Peace rejects them with abhorrence. He con- 
ſigns them over to chains of darkneſs, and receptacles 
of deſpair ; againſt the ſeverer doom, and more public 
infamy, of the great day.—Then all the vials of wrath 
will be — upon theſe wretched creatures. The 
law they have violated, and the goſpel they have 
lighted, the power they have defied, and the good- 
neſs they have abuſed, will all get themſelves honour 
in their exemplary deſtruction. Then Gop, the Gop 
to whom vengeance belongeth, will draw the arrow 
to the very head, and ſet them as the mark of his 
inexorable diſpleaſure. 

Reſurrection will be no privilege them ; but immor- 
tality itſelf their everlaſting curſe. Would they not 
bleſs the grave, © that land where all things are for- 
«« gotten ;*” and wiſh to lie eternally hid in its deepeſt 
gloom ? But the duſt refuſes to conceal their perſons, 
or to draw a vei/ over their practices. They alſo muſt 
awake; muſt ariſe ; muſt appear at the bar; and meet 
the Judge; a Judge, before whom © the pillars of 
heaven tremble, and the earth melts away ;” a 
Judge, once long-ſuffering, and very compaſſionate ; 
but now unalterably determined to teach ſtubborn of- 
fenders,—what it is to provoke the omnipotent Godhead; 
what it is to trample upon the blood of his Son, and 
offer deſpite to all the gracious overtures of his Spirit. 

O!] the perplexity ! the diſtraction ! that muſt ſeize 
the impenitent rebels, when they are ſummoned to 
the great tribunal !—What will they do in this day of 
ſevere viſitation ? this day of final deciſion ?—Where? 
how? whence can they find help? To which of the 
ſaints will they turn? whither betake themſelves for 
ſhelter or for 4 ?—Alas! 'tis all in vain; ' tis all 
too late. Friends and acquaintance know them no 
more. Men and angels abandon them to their 
proaching doom. Even the Mediator, the ME DI A- 


1 OR himſelf deſerts them in this dreadful hour.— 


To %%, will be impracticable; to , themſelves, 
ſtill more impoflible ; and now to make any ſupplica- 
tions, utterly unavailable. 

Behold ! the books are opened; the ſecrets of all 
hearts are diſcloſed ; the hidden thiggs of darkneſs are 
brought to light. How empty, how ineffectual now, 
are all thoſe refined artifices, with which hypocrites 
impoſed npon their fellow-creatures, and preſerved a 
character in the ſight ot men !—The jealous Goo, who 
has been about their path, and about their bed, and 
ſpied out all their ways, ſets before them the things 
that they have done. They cannot anſwer him one 1n 
a thouſand, nor ſtand in the awful judgment. The 
heavens reveal their iniquities, and the earth riſes up a= 
gainſt them f. They are ſpeechleſs with guilt, and /tig+ 
matized with infamy, betore all the armies of the ſky, 
and all the nations of the redeemed. What a favour 
would they eſteem it, to hide their aſhamed heads in 
the bottom of the ocean, or even to be buried beneath 
the ruins of the tottering world! 

If the contempt poured upon them be thus inſup- 
portable, how will their hearts endure, when the 
ſword of infinite indignation is unſheathed, and fierce- 
ly waved around their defenceleſs heads, or pointed di- 
rectly at their naked breaſts? How muſt the wretches 
ſcream with wild amazement, and rend the very hea- 
vens with their cries, when the right-aiming thunder- 
bolts go abroad! go abroad with a dreadful commiſſion, 
to drive them from the kingdoms of glory; and plunge 
them,—not into the ſorrows of a moment, or the tor- 
tures of an hour,—but into all the reſtleſs agonies of 
unquenchable fire, and everlaſting deſpair f. | 


* If. xxvil. 11. + Job xx. 27. Iver. 
+ Regions of ſorrow, doleful ſhades, where peace 
And reſt can never dwell; hope never comes, 
That comes to all: but torture without end 
Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 
With ever-burning ſulphur unconſum'd. MilT. 
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30 
Miſery of miſeries! too ſhocking for reflection to 
dwell upon. But, if ſo diſmal to foreſee, and that at 
4 diſtance, together with ſome comfortable expectation 
of eſcaping it,. O! how bitter, inconceivably bitter, 
to bear, without any intermiſſion, or any mitigation, 
through hopeleſs and eternal ages 
Who has any bowels of pity ?—Who has any ſenti- 
ments of compaſſion? Who has any tender concern 
tor his fellow-creatures? Who?—In Gop's name, 
and for CurisT's fake, let him ſhew it, by warning 
every man, and beſecching every man, to /eef the 
Lokxp while he may be found; to throw down the 
arms of rebellion, before the act of indemnity expires; 
ſubmiſlively to adore the Lamb, while he holds out the 
golden ſceptre.—Here let us act the friendly part to 
mankind ; here let the whole force of our benevolence 
exert itſelf; in exhorting relations, acquaintance, 
' neighbours, whomſoever we may probably influence, 
to take the wings of faith unfeigned, of repentance un- 
delayed, and flee way from this wrath to come. 


Ueox the whole, what ſtupendous diſcoveries are 

theſe! Lay them up in a faithful remembrance, O my 
ſoul. Recollect them with the moſt ſerious attention, 
when thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up. When 
thou walkeſt, receive them for thy companions ; when 
thou talkeſt, liſten to them as thy prompters ; and 
whatever thou doſt, conſult them as thy directors. — 
Influenced by theſe conſiderations, thy views will 
greaten, thy affections be exalted, and thou thyſelf 
raiſed above the tantalizing power of e things. 
Duly mindful of theſe, it will be the ſum of thy de- 
fires, and the ſcope of thy endeavours, to gain the ap- 
probation of that ſovereign Being, who will then fill 
the throne, and pronounce the deciſive ſentence. Thou 
wilt ſee nothing worth a wiſh *, in compariſon of ha- 
ving his will for thy rule ; his glory for thy aim ; and 
his Holy Spirit for thy ever- actuating principle. 

Wonnper, O man; be loſt in admiration, at thoſe 

rodigious events, which are coming upon the univerſe: 
1 the greatneſs of which nothing finite can mea- 
ſure; ſuch as will cauſe whatever is conſiderable or 
momentous in the annals of all generations, to ſink 
into littleneſs and nothing: Events (Jxsvus prepare us 
for their approach; defend us, when they take place!) 
big with the everlaſting fates of all the living, and all 
the dead, -I muſt ſee the graves cleaving, the ſea 
teeming, and ſwarms unſuſpected, crouds unnumber- 
ed, yea, multitudes of hren ing nations, riſing from 
both.—I muſt ſee the world in flames; muſt ſtand at 
the diſſolution of all terreſtrial things; and be an at- 
tendant on the burial of nature.—I muſt ſee the vaſt 


Great day of dread, deciſion, and deſpair ! 
At thought of thee, each ſublunary wiſh 
Lets go its cager graſp, and quits the world. Night-Thoughts. 


The 


END 


MEDITATIONS among the TOMBS. 


END. 


8 05 
r 
Ned 


Nr 
— 


expanſe of the ſky, wrapt up like a ſcroll; and the in- 
carnate Gop, iſſuing forth from light inacceſſible, with 
ten thouſand times ten thouſand angels, to judge both 
men and devils, I muſt ſee the curtain of time drop; 
ſee all eternity diſcloſed to view; and enter upon a 
Hate of being, that will never, never, have an end. 

And ought I not (let the vaineſt imagination deter- 
mine; ought I not) to try the ſincerity of my faith, 
and take heed to my ways? Is there an inquiry, is there 
a care, of greater, of equal, of comparable importance? 
Is not this an inſinitely-preſſing call, to ſee that m 
loins are girded about, my lamp trimmed, and myſelf 
dreſled for the Bridegroom's appearance? that wath- 
ed in the fountain opened in my Saviour's ſide, and 
clad with the marriage-garment wove by his obedi- 
ence, I may be found in peace, unblameable, and un- 
reproveable.—Otherwife, how ſhall I ſtand with bold- 
neſs, when the ſtars of heaven fall from their orhs ? 
How ſhall I come forth ered and courageous, when the 
earth itſelf ree/s to and fro like a drunkard * How 
ſhall 1 look up with joy, and ſee my falvation drawing 
nigh, when the hearts of millions and millions fail for 
fear ? 


Now, Madam, leſt my meditations ſet in a cloud, 
and leave any unpleaſing gloom upon your mind, let 
me once more turn to the brightening proſpetts of the 
righteous. A view of them, and their delightful ex- 

ectations, may ſerve to exhilarate the thoughts, which 
hin been muſing upon melancholy ſubjects, and ho- 
vering about the edges of infernal darkneſs. Juſt as a 
ſpacious field, arrayed in chearful green, reheves and 
reinvigorates the eye, which has fatigued itſelf by po- 
ring 00m ſome minute, or gazing upon ſome glaring 
object. 
a The righteous ſeem to lie by in the boſom of the 
earth, as a wary pilot in ſome well-ſheltered creek, till 
all the ſtorms, which infeſt this lower world, are blown 
over. Here they enjoy fafe anchorage ; are in no dan- 
ger of foundering, amidit the waves of prevailing ini- 
quity, or of being /51pwrecked on the rocks of any 
powerful temptation. But ere-long we ſhall behold 
them hoiſting their flag of hope ; riding before a ſweet 
gale of atoning merit, and redeeming love ; till they 
make, with all the fails of an aſſured faith, the bleſſed 
port of eternal life. 

Then may the honoured friend, to whom I am wri- 
ting, rich in Oy works, rich in heavenly tempers, 
but inexpreflibly richer in her Saviour's righteouſneſs, 
O! may ſhe enter the harbour, like a gallant ately 
veſſel, returned ſucceſsful and victorious from ſome 
grand expedition, with acclamations, honour, and joy ! 
While my little bark, attendant on the ſolemnity, and 
a partaker of the triumph, glides humbly after; and 
both reſt together in the haven,—the wiſhed-for, bliſs- 
ful haven, of perfect ſecurity, and everlaſting repoſe. 


* If. xxiv. 20. 
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J hok upon the pleaſure which we take in a garden, as one of the moſt innocent delights in human life. A 


garden was the habitation of our firſt parents before the fall. It is naturally apt to fill the mind with 
calmneſs and tranquillity, and to lay all its turbulent paſſions at reſt. It gives us a great inſight into 
the contrivance and wiſdom of Providence, and ſuggeſts innumerable ſubjects for meditation. 


Spect. vol. VII. No 477. 
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MAD AN, 


ok time ago, my meditations took a turn 
Dy among the Tombs ; they viſited the awful and 
Cady) melancholy manſions of the dead *; and 

> you was pleaſed to favour them with your 
attention. May I now beg the honour of your com- 
pany in a more inviting and delightful excurſion? in 
a beautiful fower-garden ; where I lately walked, and 
at once regaled the ſenſe, and indulged the fancy. 


* 


Ir was early in a nn when the air was 
cool, the earth moiſt, the whole face of the creation 
freſh and gay. The noiſy world was ſcarce awake. 
Buſineſs had not quite ſhook off his ſound ſleep; and 
Riot had but juſt reclined his giddy head. All was 
ſerene; all was ſtill; every thing 
tranquillity of mind, and invite to ſerious thought. 


* « Diſcourſes on the vanity of the creature, which repre- 
* ſent the barrenneſs of every thing in this world, and its inca- 
pacity of producing any ſolid or ſubſtantial happineſs, are uſe- 
ful. Thoſe ſpeculations alſo, which ſhew the bright fide 
of things, and lay forth thoſe innocent 'entertainments, 
* which are to be met with among the ſeveral objects that en- 
** compaſs us, are no leſs beneficial.” Spe. vol. v. N? 393. 
Upon the plan of theſe obſer vations, the preceding and following 
refleftions are formed. : 


tended to inſpire 


- Only the wakeful /ark had left her neſt, and was 


mounting on high, to falute the opening day. Ele- 
vated in air, ſhe ſeemed to call the laborious huſband- 
man to his toil, and all her fellow-ſongſters to their 
notes, —Earlieſt of birds, faid I, companion of the 
dawn, may I always riſe at thy voice! riſe, to offer 
the matin-ſong, and adore that beneficent Being, 
« who maketh the outgoings of the morning and e- 
4 vening to rejoice.” | 

How joe. to rove abroad, at this ſweet hour of 
Je to enjoy the calm of nature; to tread the dewy 

wns, and taſte the unrifled freſhneſs of the air ! 


Sweet is the breath of morn, her riſing ſweet, 
With charm of earlieſt birds *. 


What a pleaſure do the ſons of /{oth loſe? Little, ah! 
little is the ſluggard ſenſible, how delicious an enter- 
tainment he foregoes, for the pooreſt of all animal 


gratifications g. 
* MiL r. Par. Loſt, b. iv. lin. 641. 25 


+ See! how revelation. and reaſon, the ſcriptures and the 
claſſics, unaninouſly exhort to this maſt beneficial practice, 
They both invite us to early riſing, by the maſk engaging mo- 
tives, and the moſt alluring repreſentationss. „ 
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The greyneſs of the dawn decays gradually. Abun- 
dance of ruddy ſtreaks tinge the fleeces of the firma- 
ment; till, at length, the dappled aſpect of the eaſt is 
loſt, in one ardent and boundleſs /,. Is it the ſur- 
miſe of imagination, or do the ſkies we redden 
with ſhame, to ſee ſo many ſupinely ſtretched on their 
drowſy pillows ?—Shall man be loſt in luxurious eaſe ? 
ſhall man waſte theſe precious hours in idle ſlumbers? 
while the vigorous ſun is up and going on his Maker's 
errand ? while all the feathered choir are HYWINg 
their Creator, and paying their homage in harmony! 
No. Let him heighten the melody of the tuneful 
tribes, by adding the rational ſtrains of devotion. Let 
him improve the fragrant oblations of nature, by min- 
gling, with the riſing odours, the more refined breath 
of praiſe. 


»Tis natural for man to look upward *; to throw 
his firſt glance upon the objects that are above him. 


Strait towards heav'n my wond” ring eyes I turn' d, 
And gaz d a while the ample Sky +. 


Prodigious theatre ! where lightnings dart their fire, 
and thunders utter their voice ; where tempeſts ſpend 
their rage, and worlds unnumbered roll at large! 
O the greatneſs of that mighty hand, which meteth 
out this amazing circumference with a ſpan! O the 
immenſity of that wonderful Being, before whom this 
unmeaſurable extent is no more than a point !—And 
O (thou pleaſing thought !) the unſearchable riches of 
that mercy, which is 3 than the heavens t is more 
enlarged and extenſive, in its gracious exerciſe, than 
theſe illimitable tracts of air, and ſea, and firmament ! 
which pardons crimes of the moſt enormous 1ize, and 
the moſt horrid aggravations ; pardons them, in con- 
ſideration of the Redeemer's atonement, with perfect 
freeneſs, and the utmoſt readineſs! more readily, if 
it were poſlible, than this a/l-ſurrounding expanſe ad- 
mits, within its circuit, a ridge of mountains, or even 
a grain of ſand. | 

Come hither, then, ye awakened, trembling ſinners. 
Come ||, weary and heavy-laden with a ſenſe of your 
iniquities. Condemn yourſelves. Renounce all reli- 
ance on any thing of your own. Let your truſt be in 
the tender mercy of GOD for ever and ever. 


Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field ; let us lodge 
in the villages, Let us get up early to the vineyards ; let us 


ſee if the vine flouriſh, whether the tender grape appear, and 
the pomegranates bud forth. Cant. vii. 11. WE ear, 


Luciferi primo cum ſidere, frigida rura 
Carpamus : dum mane novum, dum gramina canent, 
Et ros in tenera pecori gratiſſimus herba eſt. 


| | Viss. Georg, III. 
* Os homini ſublime dedit, celumque tueri 


Fuſſit, et eretlos ad ſidera tollere vultus. 


+ MIL r. Par. Loſt, b. viii. lin. 257. 
4 Pſal. cviii. 4. 

The lines which follow, are admirably deſcriptive of the 
ſpirit and practice hinted above. In them deſire pants; pray- 
er wreſtles; and faith, as it were, gra/ps the prize. I take 
leave to tranſplant them into this place; and I could wiſh them 
a better, a more conſpicuous ſituation, than either their new 
or their native ſoil. Their native foil is no other than the lamen- 
tation of a finner, written by Mr Sternhold., Notwithſtanding 
the unpromiſing genius of the performance, I think, we may 
challenge the greateſt maſters, to produce any thing more 


ſpirited and importunate; more full of nature, or more fluſh- 
ed with life. 


Mercy, good LO RD, mercy I crave ; 

_ . This is the total ſum; © 

For mercy, LORD, is all my ſuit; 
LORD, let thy mercy come. 


The ſhort ſentences — Not a fingle copulative — The frequent 
repetition of the divine name—The almoſt inceſſant reiteration 
of the bleſſing, ſo paſſionately deſired, and inexpreſſibly needed 
— this is the genuine language of ardor ; theſe are beauties ob- 


Ovip. 


vious to every eye; and cannot fail, either to pleaſe the judi- 


ciaus taſte, or to edify the gracious heart. 


adorable original. 


FLOWER-GARDEN. 


IN them hath he ſet a tabernacle for the ſun *.—Be- 
hold him coming forth from the chambers of the eaſt, 
Sce! the clouds, like floating curtains, are thrown 
back at his approach. With what refulgent majeſty does 
he walk abroad! How tranſcenden bright 1s his 
countenance ſhedding day, and inexhauſtible light, 
through the univerſe is there a ſcene, though finiſh- 
ed by the moſt elaborate and coſtly refinements of art, 
« comparable to theſe illuſtrious ſolemnities of open- 
« ing ſunſhine ? Before theſe, all the ſtudied. pa- 
“ geantry of the theatre, the 1 c conomy of 
« an aſſembly, or even the heig tened ornaments of a 
royal palace, hide their diminiſhed heads, and ſhrink 
« into nothing.” -I have read of a perſon ſo ſtruck 
with the ſplendors of this noble luminary, that he ima- 
gined himſelf made on purpoſe to contemplate its glo 
ries. O! that Chriſtians would adopt his perſuaſion, 
and transfer it to the Sun of Righteouſneſs / Thus ap- 
plied, it would ceaſe to be a chimerical notion, and be- 
come a moſt important truth. For ſure J am, it is the 
ſupreme happineſs of the eternal ſtate, and therefore 
may well be the ruling concern of this preſent life, 7 
know the only true GOD, and ESS CHRIST, whom 
he hath ſent. Nor do ſtand alone in this opinion. The 
very beſt judge of whatever is valuable in ſcience, or 
perfective of our nature; a judge, who formed his 
taſte on the maxims of paradiſe, and received the finiſh- 
ings of his education in the third heavens ; this judge 
determines to know nothing but 7 ESUS CHRIST, 
and him crucified. He poſſeſſed, in his own perſon, the 
fineſt, the moſt admired accompliſhments ; yet pronoun- 
ces them no better than dung, in compariſon of the 

ſupereminent excellency of this ſaving knowledge. 


Methinks I diſcern a thouſand admirable properties 


in the ſun. Iis, certainly, the beſt material emblem 
of the Creator. There is more of Gop in its luſtre, 
energy, and vſefulneſs, than in any other viſible being. 
To worſhip it as a deity, was the leaſt inexcuſable of 
all the Heathen idolatries. One ſcarce can wonder, 
that fallen reaſon ſhould miſtake ſo fair a copy for the 


of ſacred wiſdom, pleaſes me more, than that which 
reſembles the bleſſed IEsus, to yonder regent of the 
day f; who now advances on his azure road, to ſcat- 
ter light and diſpenſe gladneſs through the nations. 


WurarT were all the realms of the world, but a dun- 


geon of darkneſs, without the beams of the ſun? All 


their fine ſcenes hid from our view, loſt in obſcurity.— 
In vain we roll around our eyes in the midnight-gloom. 
In vain we ſtrive to behold the features of amiable na- 
ture. Turn whither we will, no form or comelineſs 
appears. All ſeems a dreary waſte, an undiſtinguiſhed 
chaos, till the returning hours have unbarred the gates 
of light, and let forth the morn.—Then what a pro- 
ſpect opens! The heavens are paved with azure, and 
ſtrewed with roſes. A variety of the livelięſt verdures 
array the plains. The flowers put on a glow of the 
richeſt colours. The whole creation ſtands forth, dreſ- 
ſed in all the charms of beauty. The raviſhed eye 
looks round, and wonders. 

And what had been the condition of our intellectual 
nature, without the great Redeemer, and his divine re- 
velation *—Alas! what abſurd and unworthy appre- 
henſions did the Pagan ſages form of Gor ! What idle 
dreams, what childith conjectures, were their doctrines 
of a future ſtate How did the bulk, even of that fa- 
voured nation, the Fews, weary themſelves in very 


vanity, to obtain peace and reconciliation with their 


offended Jeyovan! till Jesvs aroſe upon our be- 
nighted minds, and brought life and immortality to 


* Pfalm xix. 4. 
+ To uripexor The ponies. Phil. iii. 7, 


t Unto you that fear my name, ſhall the Sun cf Ri T 
ariſe, with healing in his wings. 5 Mal. iv. 2. if Righteouſneſs 


No compariſon, in the whole book 
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lizlit ; till HE aroſe, te en/rgoten the wretched Gentiles, 
nd to be the glory of his people [jraet. | Br 
Now we no longer cry out, with a reſtlefs impati- 
ence, Where is G pr 28 4 Tn we pay Lr pale. 20 
.mplate the brightnefs of his glory, and the exprels 
TD o* his 21 Is the face of FESUS CHRIST. 
Now we no longer inquire, with an unfatisfied ſoli- 
citude, © Which is the way to bliſs ? becauſe JE SU8= 
has marked the path, by his ſhining example, and left 
us an unerring che, in his holy word. Now we have 
no more reaſon to proceed with miſgiving hearts in our 
:Ourney to eternity, or to aſk anxiouſly as we go, 
„ Who will roll away the ſtone, and open the ever- 
« laſting doors? Who will remove the flaming ſword, 
« and give us admiſſion into the delights of para- 
« diſe? For it is done, all done, by the Captain of 
our falvation. Sin he has expiated, by the unblemiſh- 
ed ſacrifice of himſelf. The law he has frulf/led, by his 
perfect obedience. The ſinner he transforms, by his 
lanctifying Spirit. In a word, he hath both preſented 
us with a clear diſcovery of good things to come, and 
adminiſtered to us an abundant entrance into the final 
enjoyment of them. 3 
Whenever, therefore, we bleſs Gop for the circling 
ſeaſons, and revolving day, let us adore, thankfully 
adore him, for the more precious appearance of the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs, and his glorious goſpel. Without 
which, we {ſhould have been groping, even to this 
hour, in ſpiritual darkneſs, and the ſhadow of death : 
without which. we muſt have wandercd in a maze of 
inextricable uncertainties ; and have“ ſtumbled upon 
« the dark mountains” of error, tul we fell into the 


bottomleſs pit of perdition. 4 
WITHOUT that grand en/ivenin -brinciple, what 


were this earth, but a lifeleis mals ? à gude lump of 
inactive matter? The trees could never break forth into 
leaves, nor the plants ſpring up into flowers. We 
ſhould no more behold the meadows mantled over 
with green, nor the valleys ſtanding” thick with corn. 
Or, to ſpeak in the beautiful language of a praphet ; 
* No longer «vould the fig-tree bloſſom, nor fruit be in the 
vine: the labour of the olive would fail, and the fields 
could yield no meat: the flecks muſt be cut off. from the 


fold, and there would be no herd in the ſtalls —The fun 


darts its beams among all the vegetable tribes, and 
paints the ſpring, and enriches the autumn. This 
pierces to the roots of the vineyard and the orchard ; 
and ſets afloat thoſe fermenting juices, which at length 
burſt into loods of wine, or bend the boughs with a 
mellow load. Nor are its fayours confined. to the up- 
per regions ; but diſtributed unto the deepeſt receſſes of 
creation. It penetrates the beds of metal, and finds 
its way to the place of the ſapphires. It tinctures the 
ſeeds of gold, that are ripening into ore ; and throws 
a brilliancy into the water of the diamond, that is 
hardening on its rock. In ſhort, the beneficial agency 
of this magnificent luminary is inexpreſſible. It beau- 
tifies, and impregnates, univerſal nature. There is 


nothing hid from the heat thereof.“ 


JusT in the fame manner, were the rational world 
dead in ireſpaſſes and ſins, without the reviving ener- 
gy of Jesus CxrisT. He is © the reſurrection and the 
fe; the overflowing fountain of the one, and the 
all- powerful cauſe of the other. The ſecond Adam is 
a quickening ſpirit, and all his faints tve through him. 
He ſhines upon their affections ; and they ſhoot forth 


into heav graces, and abound in the fruits of righ- 
teouſneſs. Falch unfeigned, and love undiſſembled, 
thoſe nobleſt productions of the renewed nature, are 

the effect of hig operation on the mind. Not ſo much 
as one divine diſpoſition could itſelf, not one 


Chriſtian habit unfold and flouriſn, without the kindly | 


influences of hrs grace. | 
| Wwe * Hab. ili. 17, 
No Il | 


As there is no fruitfulneſs, ſo likewiſe no chearful- 
neſs *, without the fun.—When that auſpicious ſove- 
rcizn of the day diffuſes the mildneſs of his morning- 
ſplendor, he creates an univerſal feſtival. Millions of 
glittering inſects awake into exiſtence, and baſk in 
his rays. The birds ſtart from their flumbers, and 
pour their delighted ſouls in harmony. The flocks, 
with bleating accents, hail the welcome bleſſing. The 
valleys ring with rural muſic ; the hills echo back the 
artleſs ſtrains. All that is vocal, joins in the general 
choir : all that has breath, exults in the chearing in- 
fluence, —Whereas, was that radiant orb extinguithed, 
a tremendous, gloom. would enſue, and horror inſup- 
portable. Nay, let it only be eclipſed for a few mi- 


nutes, and all nature aſſumes an air of /adne/s. The 


heavens are wrapt in ſables, and put onakind of mourn- 
ing. The molt ſprightly animals hang down their 
dejected heads. The ſongſters of the f Sts are {truck 
dumb. Howling beaſts roam abroad for prey, omi- 
nous birds come forth and ſcreech ; the heart of man 
fails, or a ſudden pang ſeizes the foreboding mind.— 
So, when CHRIST hides away his face, when faith lo- 
ſes ſight of that Conſolation of MVael, how g/comy are 
the proſpects of the ſoul! Our Gop ſeems to be a con- 
ſuming fire, and our fins cry loudly for vengeance. 
The Rounlics bleed inwardly ; the Chriſtian walks 
heavily. All without is irkfome ; all within is diſcon- 
ſolate. Lift up then, moſt gracious Jtsvs, thou nobler 
Day-ſpring from on high! O lift up the light of thy 
countenance? upon thy people! Reveal the fulne( of 
thy mediatorial ſufficiency; make clear our title to 
this great ſalvation ; and thereby impart 


What nothing earthly gives, or can deſiroy, 
The ſoul's calm ſun-ſhine, and the heart-felt joy +. 


Is one inſtance more let me purſue the ſimilitude. 
The ſun, I obſerve, pours his luſtre: all 2r0und, to e- 
ray diſtance, and in every direction. Profuſely liberal 
of his gifts, he illuminates and chears all the ends of 
the earth, and the whole compaſs of the ſkics. The 
eaſt reddens with his riſing radiance, and the weſtern 
hills are gilded with his ſtreaming ſplendors. The 
chilly regions of the north are cheriſhed by his genial 
warmth ; while the ſouthern tracts glow with his fire. 
—Thus are the influences of the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
diffuſrve and unconfined. The generations of old felt 
them; and generations yet unborn will rejoice in thetn. 
The merits of his precious death extended to the firſt, 
and will be propagated to the laſt ages of mankind. — 
May they, ere long, viſit the remoteſt climates, and 
darkeſt corners of the earth! Command thy goſpel, 
bleſſed Jesus, thy everlaſting goſpel, to take the win 
of the morning, and travel with yonder ſun. Let it 
fly upon ſtrong pinions among every people, nation, 
and language; that where the heat ſcorches, and the 
cold freezes, thou mayſt be known, confeſſed, and ad- 
ored! that frangers to thy name, and enemies to thy 
doctrine, may be enlightened with the knowledge, and 
won to the love, of thy truth! O! may that of 
#ras come, that wiſhed-for period advance, when a//. 
the ends of the world ſball remember themſelves, and be 
turned unto the LORD, and all the kindreds of the na- 
tions worſhip before him f. wy 


| 1 the r we retire to the earth. Here the 
drops of dew, like ſo many liquid cryſtals I, ſparkle up 

on the eye. How brilliant and unſullied is their — 
ſtre! How little inferior to the proud ſtone, which: ir 
radiates a monarch's crown ! They want nothing but 


0 The ſun, which is as the great ſoul of the univerſe, and 
50 ces all the neceffaries of life, has a particular influence 
in chearing the mind of man, and making the heart glad,” 
Syrct. vol. V. No 387. | ME io ara 


+ Por Eth. Ep. f Pal. xxii. 27+ 


I Now morn, her roſy ſteps in th' caſtern clime 
Advancing, ſow'd the earth with orient pearl. 
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ſolidity and permanency, to equal them with the fineſt 
treaſures of the jeweller's caiket,—Here it mult be 
confeſled, they are greatly deficient ; ſhort-lived orna- 
ments; poſſeſſed of little more than a momentary radi- 
ance, The fun that lights them up, will ſoon melt 
them into air, or exhale them into vapours. Within 
another hour, we may © look for their place, and they 
„ {halt be away.” —O! may every good reſolution of 
mine, and of my flock's ; may our united breathings 
after Gob, not be like theſe tranfient decorations of the 
morning, but like the ſubſtantial glory of the growin 
day! The one ſhines more and more, with augmente 
ſplendors, while the other, having glittered gaily for 
a few moments, diſappear and are loſt. 

flow ſenſibly has this dew refreſhed the vegetable 
kingdoms! The fervent heat of yeſterday's ſun had 
almoſt parched the face, and exhauſted the ſweets, of 
nature. But what a ſovercign reſtorative are theſe 
cooling diſtillations of the night! How they gladden 
and invigorate the languiſhing herbs ! Sprinkled with 
theſe reviving drops, their verdure deepens ; their 
bloom is new fluſhed ; their fragrance, faint or inter- 
mitted, becomes potent and copious.—Thus does the 
ever-bleficd Sy1riT revive the drooping troubled con- 
{cicnce of a ſinner. When that almighty Comforter 
ſheds his ſweet influence on the foul, diſplays the all- 
{ullicient facrifce of a divine Redeemer, and “ wit- 
« nefles with our ſpirit,” that we are intereſted in the 
Saviour, and, by this means, are children of GOD; 
then what a pleaſing change enſues? Former anxictics 
are remembered no more. Every uneaſy apprehenſion 
vaniſhes. Soothing hopes, and delightful expectations, 
ſucceed. The countenance drops its dejected mien ; 
the cyes brighten with a lively chearfulneſs; while 
the lips expreſs the heart-felt ſatisfaction, in the lan- 
guage of thankſgiving, and the voice of melody.—In 
this ſenſe, merciful Gop, be as the dew unto Iſrael !/ 
Pour upon them the continual dew of thy ble «a 
And O! let not my fleece be dry, while heavenly 
nediction deſcends upon all around. 

Who can number theſe pearly drops? They han 
on every hedge; they twinkle from every ſpray ; an 
adorn the whole herbage of the field. Not a blade of 

als, not a ſingle leaf, dut wears the watery pendants. 
& vaſt is the profuſion, that it baſſles the arithmeti- 
cian's art. Here let the benevolent mind contemplate 
and admire that emphatical ſcripture, which, from this 
elegant fimilitude, deſcribes the increaſe of the Mefrah's 
kingdom, The royal prophet, ſpeaking of CHRIS r, 
and foretelling the ſucceſs of his religion, has this re- 
markable expreſſion * ; The dew of thy birth is of the 
womb of the morning. (i. e.) As the 8 is the mo- 
ther of dews ; produces them, as it were, from a pro- 
lific womb ; and ſcatters them, with the moſt laviſh 
abundance, over all the ſurface of the earth: /o hall 
thy ſeed be, O thou everlaſting Father ! By the preach- 


* P/al. cx. 3. IM? 92 17 00 nerv. The moſt ex- 
act tranſlation of this difficult paſſage is, I apprehend, as fol- 
lows; Pra rore uteri aurore, tibi eft rot juventutis vel prolis 
tus. The dew of thy birth is larger, more copious, than the 
dew which eeds from the womb of the morning. —I can- 
not acquieſce in the new verſion; becauſe that disjoins the 
womb of the morning, from the dew of thy birth. Whereas, 
they ſcem to have a clear affinity, and a cloſe connection. The 
womb of che morning is, with the utmoſt pertinency, applied 
to the conception and produttion of dews ; agreeably to a 
delicate line, in that great maſter of juſt deſcription, and live- 
iy painting, Mr Thom/on - 

De meek-ey'd morn appears, mother of dews. Summer. 


We mect with a fine expreſſion in the book of Joh, which 
may ſer ve to confirm this remark ; may illuſtrate the proprie- 
ty of the phraſe, uſed in this connection. © Hath the rain a 
««* father, or who hath begotten the drops of dew ?” Ir ſeems, 


the oriental writers delighted to repreſent the dew, as a kind 


of birth, as the offspring of the morning. And if ſo, ſurely 
there could be no image in the whole compaſs of the univerſe, 


then they are not- = 
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ing of thy word, ſhall ſuch an innumerable race of re- 
generate children be born unto thee, and prove an or- 
nament and a bleſſing to all ages. Millions, millions of 
willing converts, from my nation under heaven, ſhall 
croud into thy family, and repleniſh thy church ; till 
they become like the ſtars of the ſky, or the ſands of 
the ſea for multitude ; or even as numberleſs as theſe 
line ſpangles, which now cover the face of nature.— 


better adapted to the pſalmiſt's purpoſe, or more ſtrongly ſig- 
nificant of thoſe multitudes of proſelytes, which were born 
not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, 
ears G 0 D ; by the powerful energy of his word and Spirit. 
— Upon this ſuppolition, the whole verſe deſcribes 


The willing ſubjection, 
'The gracious accompliſhments, 


of Chriſt's converts. 
And the vaſt number, 


q. d. In the day of thy power, when thy glorious goſpel ſhall” 
be publiſhed in the world, and accompanied with marvellous 
efficacy. in that memorable period, thy people, dilcontinuing 
the former oblations, commanded under the Maſaic law, thall 
devote themſelves, as ſo many living ſacrifices, to thy honour. 
Not conſtrained by force, but charmed with thy excellency, 
they ſhall come in volunteers to thy ſervice, and be free-will 
efferings in thy church..—Neither ſhall they be © empty vines,” 
or bare proteſſors; but ſhall walk in all the beauties of holineſs, 
and bring forth ſuch amiable fruit, as will adorn the doctrine 
they embrace, — What is ſtill more deſirable, they ſhall be as 
numereut, as they are waling and holy: born to thee in num- 
bers immenſe and inconceivable ; - exceeding even the count- 
leſs myriads of dew-dvops, which are begotten by the night, 
and iflue from the womb of the recent morning. 

By this interpretation, the text, I think, is cleared of its 
OY and appears both truly ſublime, and perfectly 
juſt. 7 

May I be pardaled the digreſon, and acquitted from pre. 
ſumption, if, on this occaſion, I take leave to animadvert up- 
on what ſeems harſh and unnatural in the common expoſition 
of the laſt yerſ@ of this pſalm ? All the commentators (as many, 
at leaſt, as I have conſulted) inform their readers, that to 
drink of the brook in the way, ſignifies to undergo ſufferings and 
death: which, in my opinion, is a conſtruction extremely for- 
ced, and hardly ſupportable; altogether remote from the im- 
port of ſuch poetical forms of ai&ion, cuſtomary among the 
eaſtern nations. In thoſe ſultry climes, nothing could be more 
welcome to the traveller, than a brook ſtreaming near his 
paths. To quench his thirſt, and lave his feet, in the cooling 
current, was one of the greateſt refreſhments imaginable, and 
reanimated him to purſue his journey. For which reaſon, 
among others, brooks are a very favourite image with the in- 
ſpired penmen ; uſed to denote a fituation fertile and delight- 
ful, or a ſtate of pleaſure and ſatisfaFion ; but never, that l 
can recollect, to picture out the contrary condition of tribula- 
tion and diſtreſs. 

The water-flords, indeed, in the ſacred writings, often re- 
preſent ſome imminent danger, or grievous affliction. But 
ſtreams ſo ca/m, that they 
keep within their banks, and glide quietly by the traveller's 
footſteps ; ſo clear, that they are fit for the wayfaring man's 
uſe, and invite his lips to a draught ; both which notions are 
plainly implied in the text. —They are rather ei- 
flerous biliows ; burſting over a ſhip, or daſhing themſelves, 
with dreadful impetuoſity, upon the * or- U up- 
ing inundations; which bear down all before them, and drown 
the neighbouring country.—Beſides, in theſe inſtances of hor- 
ror, we never find the word -H — He Hall drink, which 
conveys a pleaſing idea (unleſs when it relates to a cup, filled 
with bitter, intoxicating, or empoiſoned liquors; a caſe quite 
—_— from that under conſideration) ; but either 4 
which imports terror and aftoniſbment ; or elſe - and 
——which ſignify to ruſb upon, to overwhelm, . to — 
under che waves. ö 

Upon the whole : May not the 
to the influences of the Holy Gb 
in unmeaſurable 


age more properly allude 
ich were communicated, 
degrees, to our great High Prieſt ; and were, 


in fact, the cauſe of his ſurmounting all difficulties. —Theſe are 
frequently repreſented by waters: Whoſo believeth on me, 


«out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living waters.” The 
enjoyment of them is deſcribed by drinking ; He that drink- 
eth of the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall never thirſt,” — 
Then, the ſenſe may run in this well- connected and perſpicuous 
manner. Is it aſked, How ſhall the Redeemer be able to exc- 
cute the various and important offices foretold in the prece- 
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gchold then, ye obſtinately wicked, though vou“ are 
« not gathered, yet will the Saviour be glorious. 

His deſign ſhall not miſcarry, nor his labour prove 
abortive, though you render it of none effect with re- 
gard to yourſelves. Think not that IMMANUEL will 
Laut believers, or heaven inhabitants, becauſe you con- 
tinue incorrigible. No; the Lamb that was flain, will 
« {ve of the travail of his ſoul, and be ſatisſied,“ in a 
never-fuiling ſeries of faithful people below, and an 
immenſe = of glorified ſaints above; who ſhall 
form his retinue, and ſurround his throne, in ſhining 
and triumphant armics, ſuch as no man can number. 


nen I was reminded of the various expechents 
which Providence, unſearchably wiſe, uſes, to fruttify 
both the material and intellectual world, Sometimes 
you ſhall have impetuous and heavy ſhowers, r 
trom the angry clouds. They laſh the plains, an 
make the rivers foam. A ſtorm brings them, and a 
deluge follows them. At other times, theſe gentle 
dexws are formed, in the ſerene evening-air. They 
ſteal down, by flow degrees, and with inſenſible ſtil- 
neſs; ſo ſubtile, that they deceive the niceſt eye; ſo 
flent, that they eſcape the moſt delicate ear; and when 
fallen, ſo very light, that they neither bruiſe the ten- 
derwelt, nor oppreſs the weakeſt flower. Very different 
operations! yet each concurs in the ſame beneficial 
end, and both impart fertility to the lap of nature. 

So, ſome perſons have Iknown reclaimed from the un- 
fruitful works of darknets, by violent and ſevere means. 
The Almighty addreſſed their ſtubborn hearts, as he 
zdctreſſed the 1/raelites at Sinai, with lightning in his 
eyes, and thunder in his voice. The conſcience, ſmit 
with a ſenſe of guilt, and apprehenſive of eternal ven- 
geance, trembled through all her powers ; juit as that 
ſtrong mountain toterred to its centre. Pangs of re- 
morſe, and agonies of fear, preceded their new birth. 
They were reduced to the laſt extremities, almoſt o- 
verwhelmed with deſpair, before they found reſt in 
Jesus Cnyr1sT.—Others have been recovered from a 
vain converſation, by methods more mild and attrac- 
tive. The Father of ſpirits applied himſelf to their 
teachable minds, in © a ſtill and ſmall voice.” His 
grace came down, as the rain into a fleece of wool ; 
or as theſe ſoftening drops, which now water the 
earth. The kingdom of Gop took place in their ſouls, 
without noiſe or obſervation. They paſſed from death 
unto life, from a carnal to a 1 * ſtate, by al- 
moſt imperceptible advances. e tranſition reſem- 
bled the growth of corn: was very viſible, when ef- 
fected ; though ſcarce ſenſible, while accompliſhing. — 
O thou Author and Finiſher of our faith, recall us 
from our wanderings, and reunite us to thyſelf ! Whe- 
ther thou alarm us with thy terrors, or allure us with 
thy ſmiles ; whether thou drive us with the ſcourge of 
conviction, or draw us with the cords of love ; let us, 
in any wiſe, return to thee ; for thou art our ſupreme 
good ; thou art our only happineſs. 


Brok I proceed farther, let me aſcend the terrace, 
and take one ſurvey of the neighbouring country.— 
What a proſpect ruſhes upon my ſight! How vaſt ; 
how various; how © full and plenteous with all man- 
ner of ſtore !” 
nch and inexhauſtible magazine is here, furniſhing 
ſubſiſtence for every creature! Methinks I read, in 


ding parts of the pſalm ? The prophet replies, He ſball drink 
of the brook in the way. He ſhall not be left barely to his hu- 
man nature, which muſt unavoidably ſink under the tremen- 
dous work of recovering a loſt world; but, through the whole 
courſe of his incarnate ſtate, through the whole adminiſtration 
ot his mediatorial kingdom, ſhall be ſupported with omnipo- 
tent ſuccours. He ſhall drink at the brook of almighty power, 
and travel on in the greatneſs of an uncreated firength.— 
Therefore ſhall he lift up his head. - By this means, ſhall he be 
equal to the prodigious taſk, and ſuperior to all oppoſition. By 
this means, ſhall he be thoroughly fucceſsful in whatever he 
undertakes, and greatly triumphant over all his enemies. 


Nature's whole wealth !—What a 
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theſe ſpacious volumes, a moſt lively comment upon 
that noble celebration of the divine benehcence 3; He 
openeth his hand, and filleth all things living with flen- 
teouſneſs. 


Theſe are thy ohoriovs works, Parent of good, 
Almighty ! Thine this univerſal frame, 
Thus wondrous fair ! Thyſelf how wond'rous then! 


Milt. 


The feld are covered deep, and ſtand thick, with 
corn. They expand the milky grain to the tun ; while 
the gales, now inclining, now railing each flexile (tem, 
open all their ranks to the agency of his beams: 
which will ſoon impart a firm conliſtence to the grain, 
and a glofly golden hue to the ear; that they may he 
qualified to fill the barns of the huſbandman with plen- 
ty, and his heart with gladneſs. | 

Yonder lie the meadows, ſmoothed into a perfect 
level; decorated with an embroidery of the gayeſt 
flowers; and loaded with * ſpontaneous crops of Her- 
bage Which, converted into hay, will prove a moſt 
commodious proviſion for the barrenneſs of winter; 
will ſupply with fodder our ſerviceable animals, when 
all the verdure of the plain is killed by froſts, or bu- 


ried in ſnows.—-A winding //ream glides along the 


flowery margin ; and receives the image of the bend- 
ing ſkies, and waters the roots of many a branching 
willow. *Tis ſtocked, no doubt, with variety of , 
which afford a ſolitary diverſion to the angler, and nou- 
riſh for his table a delicious treat. Nor is it the only 
merit of this liquid clement, to maintain the finny na- 
tions; it alſo carries c/eanlineſs, and diſpenſes fruitſul- 
neſs, where-ever it rolls the cryſtal current. 

Ihe paſtures, with their verdant mounds, chequer 
the proſpect, and prepare a ſtanding repaſt for our 
cattle. 'There “ our oxen are made ſtrong to labour; 
and our ſheep bring forth thouſands and ten thou- 
* ſands.” There the horſe acquires vigour for the 
diſpatch of our bufineſs; and ſpeed to expedite our 
journeys. From thence the kine bring home their 
udders, diſtended with one of the richeſt and heal- 
thieſt liquors in the world. 

On ſeveral ſpots, a grove of trees, like ſome grand 
colonnade, erects its towering head. Every one pro- 
jects a friendly ſhade for the beaſts, and creates a ho- 
ſpitable lodging for the birds. Every one ſtands ready, 
to furniſh fimber for a palace; maſts for a navy; or, 
with a. more condeſcending courteſy, fue! for our 
hearths.—One of them ſeems ſkirted with a wild un- 
cultivated heath; which, like well-difpoſed ſhades in 
painting, throws an additional luſtre on the more or- 
namented parts of the landſcape. Nor is its uſefulneſs, 
like that of a foil, relative only, but real. There ſe- 
veral valuable creatures are produced, and accommo- 
dated, without any expence or care of ours. There, 
likewiſe, ſpring abundance of thoſe herbs, which aſ- 
ſuage the ſmart of our wounds, and allay the fiery 
tumults of the fever ; which impart floridity to our 
circulating fluids, add a more vigorous tone to our 
active ſolids, and thereby repair the decays of our en- 
feebled conſtitutions. - | 

Nearer the houſes, we perceive an ample ſpread of 
branches; not ſo ſtately as the oaks, but more amiable 
for their annual ſervices. A little while ago, I beheld 


them; and all was one beauteous, boundleſs waſte of 


bloſſoms. The eye marvelled at the lovely fight, and the 
heart rejoiced in the pro of autumnal — But 
now the blooming maid 1s reſigned, for the uſeful ma- 
tron. The flower is fallen, and the fruit ſwells out on 
every twig. Breathe ſoft, ye winds! O ſpare the ten- 
der fruitage, ye ſurly blaſts! Let the pear-tree ſuckle 
her juicy progeny, till they drop into our hands, and 
diſſolve in our mouths. Let the plum hang unmoleſted 
upon her boughs, till the fatten her delicious fleſh, and 


* .——Injuſa vireſcunt 
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cloud her poliſhed ſkin with blue. And as for the ap- 
ples, that ſtaple commodity of our orchards, let no in- 
jurious thocks precipitate them immaturely to the 
ground ; till revolving ſuns have tinged them with a 
ruddy complexion, and concocted them into an exqui- 
ſite flavour. Then, what copious hoards, of what 
burnithed rinds, and what delightful rchſhes, wall re- 
pleniſh the ſtore-room ! Some, to preſent us with an 
early entertainment, and refreſh our palates amidſt the 
ſultry heats. Some, to borrow ripeneſs from the fall- 
ing ſnows, and carry autumn into the depths of winter. 
Some, to adorn the ſalver, make a part of the deſſert, 
and give an agreeable * cloſe to our feaſts. Others, to 
fill our vats with a foaming flood ; which, mellowed by 
age, may ſparkle in the glaſs, with a livelineſs and 
delicacy little inferior to the blood of the grape. 

I obſerve ſeveral ſmall incloſures, which ſeem to be 
apprehenſive of ſome hoſtile viſit from the north ; and, 
therefore, are defended, on that quarter, by a thick 
wood, or a lofty wall; At the fame time, they culti- 
vate an uninterrupted correſpondence with the ſouth, 
and throw open their whole dimenſions to its friendly 
warmth. One, in particular, lies within the reach of 
a diſtinguiſhing view, and proves to be a &:tchen-gar- 
den, It looks, methinks, like a plain and — 
public. Whatever may reſemble the pomp of courts, 
or the enſigns of royalty, is baniſhed from this humble 
community. None of the productions of the olitory 
affect finery, but all are habited with the very perfec- 
tion of decency. Here thoſe celebrated qualities are 
eminently united, the utmoſt ſimplicity with the ex- 
acteſt neatneſs +.—A ſkilful hand has parcelled out the 
whole ground into narrow beds, and intervening al- 
leys. The fame diſcreet management has afligned to 
each verdant family, a peculiar and diſtin abode. So 
that there is no confuſion amidſt the greateſt multiplict- 
ty ; becauſe every individual knows its proper home, 
and all the tribes are ranged with perfect regularity.— 
If it be pleaſing to behold their orderly ſituation, and 
their modeſt beauties ; how much more delightful, to 
conſider the advantages they yield! What a fund of 
choice accommodations is here | what. a ſource of whole- 
ſome dainties! and all for the enjoyment of man. Why 
does the par/ley, with her frizzled locks, ſhag the bor- 
der; or why the celery, with her whitening arms, per- 
forate the mould; but to render his ſoups favoury? The 
aſparagus ſhoots its tapering ſtems, to offer him the 
firſt-fruits of the ſeaſon ; and the artichoke ſpreads its 
turgid top, to give him a treat of vegetable marrow. 
The tendrils of the f cucumber creep into the ſun ; and, 
though baſking in its hotteſt rays, they ſecrete for their 
maſter, and barrel up for his uſe, the moſt cooling jui- 
ces of the ſoil. The beans ſtand firm, like files of em- 
battled troops ; the =_ reſt upon their props, like ſo 
many companies of invalids ; while both repleniſh 
their pods with the fatneſs of the earth, on purpoſe to 
pour it on their owner's table. Not one ſpecies, amon 
all this variety of herbs, is a cumberer of the ground. 
Not a ſingle plant, but is good for food, or ſome way 
ſalutary. With ſo beneficent an ceconomy, are the ſe- 
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+ Simplex munditiis. 


Hon. 
KE e, 9 
1 4 Virgil, with great conciſeneſs, and equal propriety, de- 
ſcribes the cucumber — | 
| —Tortuſque per herbam A] 
| Creſceret in ventrem cucumis,— . Georg. IV. 
Mit. Ton has (if we admit Dr Bentley's Alteration, which 
is, I think, in ths place, unqueſtionably juſt) almoſt rranfla» 
ted the Latin poet i . 
— Forch crept L 
T be ſwelling gourd ——. . 
3 Par. Loft, b. VII. I. 320. 
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veral periods of their miniſtration ſettled, that no por- 
tion of the year is left deititute of nouriſhing eſculents. 
What is {till more obliging, every portion of the year 
affords ſuch eſculents, as are beſt ſuited to the tempera- 
ture of the air, and the ſtate of our bodies. —Why 
then ſhould the pr of ſo valuable a ſpot envy the 
condition of kings * ? ſince he may daily walk amidit 
rows of peaceable and obſequious, though mute ſub- 
jets. Every one of which tenders him ſome agrec- 
able preſent, and pays him a willing tribute; ſuch as 
is moſt happily adapted, both to ſupply his wants, and 
to regale his taſte ; to furniſh him, at once, with pleu- 
ty and with pleaſure. | 

At a diſtance, one deſcries the mighty Vs They 
heave their huge ridges among the clouds; and look 
like the barriers of kingdoms, or the boundanes of 
nature. Bare and deformed as their ſurface may ap- 
pear, their bowels are fraught with inward treaſures ; 
treaſures lodged faſt in the quarries, or ſunk deep in 
the mines. From thence, Induſtry may draw her im- 
plements, to plough the ſoil, to reap the grain, and 
procure every neceſſary convenience. From thence, 
Art may fetch her materials, to rear the dome, to 
{well the organ, and form the nobleſt ornaments of 
politer life. 

On another ſide, the great deep terminates the view, 
There go the ſhips ; there is that leviathan ; and there, 
in that world of waters, an inconceivable number cf 
animals have their habitation. —This is the capacious 
ciſtern of the univerſe ; which admits, as into a recep- 
tacle, and diſtributes, as from a reſervoir, whatever 
waters the whole globe. There is not a fountain that 
guſhes in the unfrequented deſert ; nor a rivulet that 
flows in the remoteſt continent, nor a cloud that 
ſwims in the higheſt regions of the firmament, but is 
fed by this all-repleniſhing ſource.—The ocean is the 
grand vehicle of trade, and the uniter of diſtant na- 
tions. To us it is peculiarly kind, not only as it waits 
into our ports the harveſt of every climate, and ren- 
ders our iſland the centre of traffic; but alſo as it ſe- 
cures us from foreign invaſions, by a ſort of impreg- 
nable entrenchment f. | 

Methinks, the view of this profuſe munificence in- 
ſpires a ſecret delight, and kindles a diſintereſted gold. 
will, —While the © little hills clap their hands,” and 
the luxuriant © valleys laugh and ſing;“ who can for- 
bear catching the general joy? who is not touched 
with lively ſenſations of pleaſure ?—While the ever- 
laſting Father is ſcattering bleſſings through his-whole 
family, and crowning the year with his 71 
who does not feel his breaſt overflowing with a diffu- 
ſive benevolence ?—My heart, I muſt confeſs, beats 
high with ſatisfaction ; and breathes out congratulatory 
wiſhes, upon all the tenants of theſe rural abodes: 
« Peace be within your walls, as well as plenteouſne!s 


* Hic rarum tamen in dumis olus, albaque circum 
Lilia, verbenaſque premens, veſcumque papaver, 
Regum zquabat opes animis : ſeraque revertens 
Nocte domum dapibus menſas onerabat inemptis. 
| VIRS. Georg. IV. 


+ Whoſe rampart was the ſea. Nahum hii. 8, | 

I hope this little” excurſion into the country, will not be 
looked upon as a departure from my ſubje& ; becauſe a ruri 
view, though no eſſential part of a garden, is yet a deſirable 
appendage, and neceſſary to complete its beauty. As uſefulne 
is the moſt valuable property which can attend any production, 
this is the circumſtance. chiefly touched upon in the ſurvey of 
the landſcape. Though every piece of this extenſive and dr 
verſified ſcene is caſt in the wag elegant mould, yet nothing is 
calculated merely for fſhew and parade. You ſee nothing for! 
ed in the taſte of the oftenratious obeliſk, or infignificant pom? 
of the pyramid. No ſuch idle expences were admitted into 
that conſummate plan, which regulated the ſtructure of tht 
univerſe. All the decorations of nature are no leſs advant® 
fene than ornamental; ſuch as ſpeak the M AK ER infinite 
y beneficent, as well as incomparably magnificent. 
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and the price paid to redeem them. 
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around your NN ye hi 


ly favaur- 
ed; live ſenſible of your ts, and than al to your 
Beucfactor. Look round upon theſe prodigionlly- 
jarge incomes of the fruitful foil, and call them, (for 
you have free leave) all your own.——Only let me re- 
uind you of one very uaportant truth. Let me ſug- 
veſt, and may you never forget, that you are obhged 
% Gunst JESUS, for every one of theſe accommo- 
dations, which ſpring from the teeming earth, and 
the ſmiling ſkies. | 

i. CurisT * made them, when they were not, — 
He fetched them up from utter darkneſs; and gave 
them both their being, and their beauty. He created 
the materials, of which they are compoſed; and 
moulded them into this endleſs multiplicity of amiable 
torms, and ufefal ſubſtances. He arrayed the heavens 
with 2 veſture of the mildeſt blue; and clothed the 
cath in a very of the gayeſt green. His pencil ſtreak- 
ed, and his breath perfumed, whatever is beautiful or 
fragrant in the univerſe, His ſtrength ſet Faſt the 
mountains; his goodneſs garniſhed the vales ; and the 
{me touch which healed the per, wrought the whole 
viſihle em into this complete perfection. 

>. Calis recovered them, when they were for- 
feited.— By Adam's fin, we loſt our right to the com- 
forts of life, and fruits of the ground, His diſobedi- 
-nce was the moſt impious and horrid trea/on againſt 
the King of kings. Conſequently, his whole patri- 
mony became ronf/cated : as well the portion of tem- 
paves god things; ſettled upon the human race du- 
ring their minority; as that everlaſting heritage reſer- 
ved for their enjoyment, when they ould come to 
full age. But the © ſeed of the woman,” inſtantly in- 
terpoſing, took off the attainder, and redeemed the 
alienated inheritance. The firſt Adam being diſinhe- 
rited, the ſecond Adam ſ was appointed heir of all things, 
viſible as well as inviſible. And we hold our poſſeſ- 


When I aſcribe the work of creation to the Son, I would 
by no means be ſuppoſed to with-hold the fame honour from 
the eternal FATHER, aud ever-bleſſed 8 PI KIT. The acts of 
thoſe inconceivably-glorious perſons are, like their eſſence, un- 
divided and one. Burt I chufe to ſtate the point in this manner, 
becauſe this is the manifeſt doctrine of the New Teſtament, is 
the expreſs belief of our church, and a moſt noble peculiarity 
of the goſpel· revelation.—I chuſe it alſo, becauſe I would take 
every opportunity of inculeating, and celebrating, the divinity 


of the REDEEMER: A truth, which imparts an unutterable 


dignity to Chriſtianity : 4 truth, which lays an immoveable foun- 
dation for all the comfortable hopes of a Chriſtian : a truth, 
which will render the myſtery of our redemption, the won- 
der and delight of eternity : and with this truth, every one 
will obſerve, my aſſertion is inſeparably connected. 

If any one queſtions, whether this be the doctrine of our 
church; let the creed, which we repeat in our moſt ſolemn devo- 
tions, determine his doubt : © 1 believe, ſays that form of 
ſound words, © in one LORD IJESUSCRRIS T, very Gop 
6 of very Go D, by whom all things were made. If it be far - 
ther inquired, From whence the Nicene fathers derived this 
article of their faith? I anſwer, From the writings of the be- 
loved diſciple, who lay on the Saviour's boſom ; and of that 
great apoſtle, who had been cauglit up itito the third heaven. 
John i. 3. Col. i. 16. ilk 1 | | 

+ Heb. i. 2.-—In this ſenſe atleaſt, CHR IS T is the Savibur 
of all men, The former and latter rain; the precious fruits 
of the earth; food to edt, and raiment to put on z—all theſe 


he purchaſed, even for his We enemies. They cat, of 
his bread, who lift up their heel again him. „ 

We learn from hence, in what a 28 and endearing 
light the Chriſtian is to eontemplate the things that are ſeen. 
Heathent whight diſcover an eternal power, and infinite wiſdom, 
in the ſtructure of the uniyerſe; Heathens might acknowledge 
a moſt ſtupendous liberality, in the unreſerbed grant of the 
whole fabric, with all its furniture, to the ſervice of man. But 
the Chriſtian ſhould ever keep in mind his forfeiture of them, 
ric | He ſhould receive the 


ifts of indulgent providenee, as the I/ratlites received their 
aw, from the hand of a Mediator : or father, to him hey 
ſhould come, not only Hſuing from the ſtores of an unbound- 
ed bounty, but ſwimming (as it were) in that crimſon tide, 
which ſtreamed from IM MANUEL“ veins, 
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37 
lion of the former, we expect an inſtatement in the 
latter, purely by virtue of our alliance to him, and 
our union with him. | | 
3. CurisT wphelds them, which would otherwiſo 
tumble into ruin. him, fays the oracle of inſpi. 
ration, all things conjiſt *, His finger rolls the ſeaſons 
round, and preſides over all the celeſtial revolutions, 
His finger winds up the wheels, and impels ev 
ſpring of vegetative nature. In a word, the whole 
weight of the creation reits upon his mighty atm, and 
receives the whole harmony of its motion from his un- 
erring cye.— This habitable globe, with all its rich ap- 
pendages, and fine machinery, could no more conti- 
nue, than they could create themſelves. Start they 
would into inſtant confuſion, or drop into their primi- 
tive nothing, did not his power ſupport, and his wiſ⸗ 
dom regulate them, every moment. In conformity to 
his will, they ſubſiſt ſtedfaſt and invariable in their 
orders; and wait only for his ſovereign nod, to “ fall 
away like water that runneth apace.” | 
4. CHRIsT + aftuates them, which would otherwiſe 
be lifeleſs and inſignificant. —Penſioners they are, con- 
{tant penſioners, on his bounty; and borrow their a/l 


from lis fulneſs. He only has life ; and whatever ope- 


rates, operates by an emanation from his all- ſufficien- 
cy. Does the grape retreth you with its enlivenin 
juices? It is by a warrant received, and virtue deri- 
ved, from the Redeemer. Does bread ſtrengthen your 
heart, and prove the ſtaff of your life? Remember,- 
that it is by the Saviour's appointment, and through 
the elncacy of his operation. You are charmed with 
hrs melody, when “'the time of the ſinging of birds 
is come, and the voice of the nightingale is heard 
*in your land.” You taſte % goodneſs in the luſci- 
ous fig, the melting peach, and the muſky flavour of 
the apricot. You ſmell his ſweetneſs in the opening 
honeyſuckle, and every odoriferous ſhrub. | 


Could theſe creatures ſpeak for themſelves, they 


would, doubtleſs, diſclaim all ſufficiency of their own, 
and aſcribe the whole honour to their Maker. We 
care feryants,” would they fay, „of HN, who died 
for you. Ciſterns, only dry ciſterns in ourſelves, we 
+ tranſmit to mortals no more than the unereated foun- 
tain trans fuſes into us. Think not, that, from any 
ability of our own, we furniſh you with aſſiſtanct, 
or adminiſter to your comfort. *Tis the divine e. 

nergy, the divine energy alone, that works in us, 
and does you good. We ſerve you, O ye ſons of 

men, that you may /ove him, who placed us in theſe 
ſtations. O! love the Loxp, therefore, all ye who 
are ſupported by our miniſtry ; or elſe we ſhall 
I groan with indignation and regret, at your abuſe 
& of our ſervices.— ſe us, and welcome; for we are 

yours, if ye are Cùhusr's. Crop our choiceſt beau- 
ties; rifle all our treaſures; accommodate yours 
* ſelves with our moſt valuable qualities; only ſet us 


ebe incentives to your gratitude, and motives to yo 
* obedience.” Ms Nine en K 


cc 
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Having ſurveyed the ſpacious ſky, and ſent a lance 
round the inferior creation, *tis time to deſcend from 


Cal. i. 17. I beg leave to ſubjoin St oftom's perti 
nent and beautiful note upon the — by w — it . 
pear, that the ſentiment of theſe ſegtions is not merely a pri- 
vate opinion, hut the avowed belief of the primitive church 
mw fays = eloquent father, tug auloy npr jerTau nm warluv virorari v my 
* Ix TY @y of tis ro tivai it, a beg a ruſepal, 
arerrartn Ty, avis — ERIE e . 
+. John v. 17. My Father worketh hitherto; and 1 work; ory 
I exert that ue and unwearied energy, which is the 
life of rhe creation. Thus the words are paraphraſed by a ma- 
ſterty expoſitor, Who has illuſtrated the life of our blefli 
LoRD, in tlie moſt elegant taſte of criticiſm ; with the mo 
. 
SETS” 9 or | I | a . : 
mily-expoſitor,, vol. I. ſect, 47. ; 1985 * 83852 
1 Fon. Mn. 22, 
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this eminence, and confine my attention to the bear- 
ttful ſpot below, Here Nature, always plealing, every 
where lovely, appcars with peculiar attractions. Yon- 
der ſhe ſees drefled in her deſhabille; grand, but ir- 
regular, Here ſhe calls in her handmaid, Art; and 
ſhines in all the delicate ornaments, which the niceſt 
cultivation is able to convey. Thoſe are her common 
apartments, where ſhe lodges her ordinary guelts ; this 
is her cabinct of curiolitics, where the entertains her 
intimate acquaintance, My eye ſhall often expatiate 
over thoſe ſcenes of univerſal fertility ; my feet ſhall 
ſometimes bruſh through the thicket, or traverſe the 
lawn, or {troll along the foreſt-glade: but to this de- 
lightful retreat ſhall be my chief reſort. Thither will 
I make excurſions ; but here will I dell. 

If, from my low procedure, I may form an alluſion 
to the moſt exalted practices, I would obſerve, upon 
this occaſion, That the celebrated Eraſmus, and our 
judicious Locke, having trod the circle of the ſciences, 
and ranged through the whole extent of humun hte- 
rature, at length betook themſelves ſolely to the Bible. 
Leaving the fages of antiquity, they ſat inceſſantly at 
the feet of *Jusus. Wilely they withdrew from that 
immenſe multiplicity of learning, from thoſe endleſs 
tracts of amuſing erudition, where noxious weeds are 
mixed with wholeſome herbs ; where is generally a 
much larger growth of prickly ſhrubs, than of fruit- 
tul boughs. "They ſpent their moſt mature hours in 
thoſe hallowed gardens, which Gobp's own wiſdom 
planted, which Gop's own Spirit watereth, and in 
which Gop's own Son 1s continually walking ; where 
he meeteth thoſe that ſeek him, and revealeth to them 
the glories of his perſon, and the riches of his good- 
nels. 

Thus would 1 finiſh the remainder of my days! 
Having juſt ta/ted (what my call) the politer ſtudies, 
i would now devote my whole application to the lively 
oracles. From other purſuits, I might glean, perhaps, 
a few ſcattered fragments of low, of lean, of unſatiſ- 
factory inſtruction. From this I truſt to reap a harveſt 
of the ſublimeſt truths, the nobleſt improvements, 
and the pureſt joys *#—Waft me then, O! waft my 
mind to Sion's conſecrated bowers. Let my thoughts 
perpetually rove through the awfully-pleaſing walks 
of inſpiration. Here grow thoſe heaven-born plants, 
the trees of /ife and 4nowledge ; whoſe ambroſial fruits 
we now may © take and eat, and live for ever.“ Here 
flow thoſe precious ſtreams of grace and righteouſneſs, 
whoſe hving waters “ whoſoever drinks, thall thirſt 
© no more.” And what can the fables of Grecian 
ſong, or the fineſt pages of Reman eloquence, what 
can they exhibit, in any degree comparable to theſe 
matchleſs prerogatives of - revelation ? — Therefore, 
though I ſhould not dillike to pay a viit now and then 
to my Heathen maſters, I would live with the pro- 
phets and apoſtles. With thoſe I would carry on ſome 
occalional correſpondence ; but theſe ſhould be my bo- 
ſom-friends, my inſeparable companions, . „my de- 
“ light, and my counſellors.” 


a 


Wuar feweets are theſc, which. ſo agreeably ſalute 
my noſtrils? They are the breath of the flowers, the 
incenſe of the garden. —llow liberally does rhe jefla- 
mine diſpenſe her odoriferous riches? How deliciouſly 
has the woodbine embalmed this morning-walk.? The 
air is all perfume.—And is not this another moſt en- 
gaging argument to forſake the bed of th? Who 
would lie diflolved in ſenſeleſs ſlumbers, while ſo many 
breathing ſweets invite him to a feaſt of ws Arr A 
Eſpecially conſidering, that the advancing day will 
_ exhale the volatile dainties. A fugitive treat they are, 

repared only for the wakeful and induſtrious. 
hereas, when the ſluggard lifts his heavy eyes, the 
flowers will droop ; their fine ſcents be diſfipated; 


| vs 3 98 (e IQ, in 
Aulicquid docetur, veritas; quicquid præcipitur, bonitas ; 
guicguid promittitur, Felicitas. | 
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and, inſtead of this refreſhing humidity, the air will 
become a kind of liquid fire. 

With this very motive, heightened by a repreſenta- 
tion of the moſt charming pieces of morning-ſcenery, 
the parent of mankind awakes his lovely conſort, 
There is ſuch a delicacy in the choice, and ſo much 
life in the deſcription, of theſe rural images, that I 
cannot excuſe myſelf, without repeating the whole 
paſſage. —Whiſper it, ſome friendly genus, in the ear 
of every one, who is now ſunk in lleep, and loſt to 
all theſe refined gratifications ! 


Awake : the — ſhines, and the freſh field 
Calls you : ye loſe the prime, to mark how ſpring 
The tended plants, how blows the citron-grove ; 
What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed; 
How Nature paints her colours; how the bee © 
Sits on the bloom, extracting liquid ſweets &. 


How delightful is this fragrance ! It is diſtributed in 
the niceſt proportion; neither ſo ſtrong, as to oppreſs 
the a nor ſo faint, as to elude them. We are 
ſoon cloyed at a ſumptuous banquet ; but this pleaſure 
never loſes its pagnancy, never palls the appetite.— 
Here luxury itſelf is innocent; or rather, in this caſe, 
indulgence is incapable of exceſs. —This balmy enter- 
tainment, not only regales the ee, but + chears the 
very ſoul; and, inſtead of clogging, elates its powers. 
Alt puts me in mind of that ever-memorable ſacrifice, 
which was once made in behalf of offending mortals. 
I mean the ſacrifice of the blefſed JIESUSs, when he of- 
tered up himſelf to Gop, “ for a ſweet- ſmelling ſa- 
„ your.” Such the Holy Spirit ſtyles that wonderful 
oblation ; as if no image, in the whole ſenſible crea- 
tion, was ſo proper to give us an idea of the inef/able 
ati faction. which the Father of mercies conceived 
from that unparallelled atonement, as the pleaſing ſenſa- 
tions, which ſuch rich perfumes are 4 of raiſing. 
« Thouſands of rams, and ten thouſands of rivers of 
„ dil,“ from an apoſtate world; the moſt ſubmiſſive 
acknowledgments, added to the moſt coſtly offerings, 
from men of defiled hands, and unclean lips; what 
could they have effected? A prophet repreſents the 
« high and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity,” 
turning himſelf away from ſuch filthy rags ; turning 
himſelf away, with a diſdainful abhorrence j, as from 
the noiſome ſteams of a dunghill.— But in Cx xisT's 
immaculate holineſs, in CHRIS T's conſummate obe- 
dience, in CHRIST's moſt precious blood - ſhedding, 
with what unimaginable complacency does juſtice reſt 
ſatisfied, and vengeance acquieſce — All thy works, O 
thou Surety for ruined ſinners! all thy /ufferings, O 
thou ſlaughtered Lamb of Gop ! as well as all thy gar- 
ments, O thou Bridegroom of thy church! nell of 
myrrh, aloes, and cafha |} / They are infinitely more 
1 to the eternal Godhead, than the choiceſt ex- 

alations of the garden, than all the odours of the ſpicy 
eaſt, can be to 8 human noſtrils. 

, As the altar of old ſanctiſied the gift; ſo this is the 
great propitiation, which recommends the obnoxious 
perſons, and unprofitable ſervices of the believing 
world. In this may my ſoul be intereſted ! By this 
may it be reconciled to the Father There is ſuch a 
leprous depravity cleaving to my nature, as pollutes 
whatever I perform. My moſt profound adorations, 
and ſincereſt acts of religion, muſt not preſume to 
challenge a reward, but humbly implore forgiveneſs +. 


* MiLT. Par. Loſt, b. v. 1. 20. 
+ Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart, Prov. xxvii. 9. 
_ 't Amos v. 21.22. || Pfal. xlv. 9. | 
4 A writer of diſtinguiſhed ſuperiority, thus addreſſes the 
great Obſerver of actions, and Searcher of hearts; and vindi- 
cates my ſentiments, while he ſo juſtly and beautifully utters 
his own: W | 

Look down, great GoÞ, with pity's ſofteſt eye, 

On a poor breathing particle in duſt, 
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Rerouncing therefore, myſelt in every inſtance of du- 
ty, diiclaiming all ſhadow of confidence * in any deeds 
of mv own, may I now, and evermore, be accepted 
through the Beloved / 


War colours, what charming colours, are here! 
Theſe ſo nobly bold; and thoſe ſo delicately languid. 
V/hat a glow is enkindled in ſome ! what a gloſs ſhines 
upon others; In one, methinks, I ſee the ruby with 
her bleeding radiance ; in another, the {apphire with 
her ſky- tinctured blue; in all ſuch an exquiſite rich- 


nels of dyes, as no other ſet of paintings in the uni- 


verſe can boaſt 4— With what a maſterly ill is every 
one of the varying tints difpc/ed/ Here they feem to 
be thrown on with an eaſy daſh of ſecurity and free- 
dom; there they are adjuſted by the niceſt touches of 
art and accuracy. Thote which form the ground, are 
always ſo judiciouſly choſen, as to heighten the luſtre 
of the ſuperadded figures; while the verdure of the 
impalement, or the ſhadings of the foliage, impart 
new livelineſs to the whole. Indeed, whether they 
are blended or arranged, ſoftened or contraſted, they 
ire manifeſtly under the conduct of a taſte that never 
nliſtakes, a felelty that never falls ſhort of, the very 
perfection of elegance, —Fine, inimitably fine, is the 
'exture of the web, on which theſe ſhining treaſures 
re diſplayed. What are the labours of the Perfran 
looms, or the boaſted commodities of Bruſſels, com- 
pared with theſe curious manufactures of nature? 
Compared with theſe, the moſt admired chintzes loſe 
their reputation; even ſuperſine cambrics appear coarſe 
as canvaſs in their preſence. 

What a chearing argument does our Saviour derive 
from hence, to ſtrengthen our affiance in Gop! He 
directs us to learn a leſſon of heaven-depending faith, 
from every bird that wings the air, and from oy 
flower that bloſſoms in the field. If Providence, wit 
unremitted care, ſupports thoſe inferior creatures, and 
arrays theſe inſenſible beings with ſo much ſplendor ; 
2 he will in nowiſe with-hold from his elect chil- 
dren, „ bread to eat, and raiment to put on.“ -e 
faithful followers of the Lamb, diſmiſs every low an- 
xiety, relating to the needful ſuſtenance of life. He 
that feeds the ravens from an inexhauſtible magazine; 
he that paints the plants with ſuch ſurpaſſing elegance; 
in ſhort, he that provides ſo liberally, both for the a- 
nimal and vegetable parts of his creation ; will not, 
cannot, neglect his own people.—Fear not little flock 
ye peculiar objects of almighty love! it is your Father's 
good pleaſure to give you a kingdom J. And, if he oy 

ives you an everlaſting kingdom hereafter, is it poſ- 
lible to ſuppoſe, that he will deny you any neceflary 
conveniencies here:? 


His crimes forgive; forgive his virtues too, 
Thoſe ſmaller faults, haif-converts to the right. 
Night-Thoughts, No IX. 


* Sec page 44. & 45. in the ſecond edition of a moſt can- 
did and evangelical little treatiſe, called CHRISTIANITY 
the great ORNA MENT of human life, —* If Chriſtians 
'* happily avoid the dangerous extreme, and too often fatal 


© rock, of a dead fruitleſs faith on the one hand, he [7z. e. 


Satan] will endeavour, by all kind of plaufible inſinuations, 
* to ſplit them on the oppoſite, viz. ſpiritual pride, oſtenta- 


tion, and dependence on their works, as if THESE were 


the meritorious or procuring cauſe of all true peace, hope, 


e conſolation, and divine acFeptance,—Now, this ſelf-depend- 
*« ence may be ranked among the moſt dangerous of the infer- 
© nal politics, becauſe the fatal poiſon lies deep, and too often 
« undiſcerned.” 4 TIT 


+ 


Who can paint 


Like Nature ? Can Imagination boaſt, 

Amid his gay creation, hues like theſe ? 

And can he mix them with that matchleſs ſkill, 

And lay them on ſo delicately fine, 4 

And loſe them in each ot her, as appears: 

In ev'ry bud that blows ?— * 
| I Luke xii. 32. 


Troms. Spring. 


of a renewed and heavenly min 
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Oxz cannot forbear reflecting, in this 12 on the 
too prevailing humour, of being fond and oſtentatious 
of dreſs *. What an abject and miſtaken ambition is 
this! How unworthy the dignity of immortal, and the 
wiſdom of rational beings | Lipecially, ſince theſe little 
productions of the carth have indiſputably the pre- e- 
minence in ſuch outward embelliihments.—Go, clothe 
thyſelf with purple, and fine linen ; trick thyſelf up 
in all the gay attire, which the ſhuttle or the needle 
can furniſh: yet know, to the mortification of thy 
vanity, that the native elegance of a common daiſy + 
eclipſes all this e/aborate finery.— Nay, wert thou deck- 
ed like ſome illuſtrious princeſs, on her coronation-day, 
in all the ſplendor of royal apparel ; couldſt thou equal 
even Solomon, in the height of his magnificence and 
glory; yet would the meaneſt among the fowery popu- 
face outihine thee. Every diſcerning eye wo give 
the preference to theſe beauties of the j groun 

Scorn then to borrow thy recommendations from a 
neat diſpolition of threads, and a curious arrangement 
of colours. Aſſume a becoming greatneſs of temper. 
Let thy endowments be of the immortal kind. Study 
to be all-glorious within. Be clothed with humility. 
Wear the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit ||]. To 
ſay all in a word, Put on the LoRDUIESUVs CurisT þ: 


Mr Addiſon has a fine remark on a female warrior, cele- 
brated by Virgil. He obſerves, that, with all her other great 
qualities, this little foible mingled itſelf; becauſe, as the poet 
relates, an intemperate fondneſs for a rich and fplendid ſuit of 
arm.our, betrayed her into ruin. In this circumſtance, our 
critic diſcovers a moral concealed ; this he admires, as a neat 
though oblique /atire, on that trifling paſſion. Spect. vol. I. 
No XV. 

I would refer it to the judicious reader, whether there is 
not a beauty of the /ame kind, but touched with a more ma- 
ſterly hand, in the ſong of Deborah,—Speaking of Siſera's 
mother, the ſacred euchariſtic ode repreſents her as anticipa- 
ting, in her fond fancy, the victory of her ſon; and indulging 


the following ſoliloquy :— Have they not ſped ? have they not di- 


vided the 1.49 to Siſera a prey of divers colours: a prey of 
divers colours of needle-work ; of divers colours of needle-work 
on both fides ; meet for the necks of them that take the ſpoil ?— 
She takes no notice of the ſignal ſervice, which her hero 
would do to his country, by quelling ſo dangerous an inſurrec- 
tion. She never reflects on the preſent acclamations, the fu- 
ture advancement, and the eternal renown, which are the tri- 
bute uſually paid to a conqueror's merit. She can conceive, 
it ſeems, nothing greater, than to be clad in an embroidered 
veſture ; and to trail along the ground, à robe of the richeſt 
dyes, This is, in her imagination, the moſt lordly ſpoil he 
can win; the moſt ſtately trophy he can erect.—It is alſo ob- 
ſervable, how ſhe dwells upon the trivial cirumſtance, reitera- 
ting it again and again. It has ſo charmed her ignoble heart, 
ſo entirely engroſſed her little views, that ſhe can think of no- 
** elſe, ſpeak of nothing elſe, and can hardly ever dei from 
the darling topic.—ls not this a keen, though delicately-couch- 
ed cenſure, on that poor contemptible, grovelling taſte, which 
is enamoured with ſilken finery, and makes the attributes of 
a butterfly the idol of its affections? 

How conſpicuous is the elevated and magnificent ſpirit of 
that venerable mother in Iſrael, when viewed in compariſon 
with the low, the deſpicable turn of this Canaanitiſh lady !— 
Such ſtrong and beautiful contrafts are, I think, ſome of the 
moſt ſtriking excellencies of poetic painting: and in no book 
are they more frequently uſed, or expreſſed with greater life, 
than in the /acred volumes of inſpiration. | 


+ Peaceful and lowly in their native ſoil, 
They neither know to ſpin, nor care to toil ; 
Yet with confeſs'd magnificence deride 
Our mean attire, and impotence of pride. PRlox. 


t Mr Cowley, with his uſual brilliancy of imagination, ſtyles 
them ars of earth. A | | 
(| How beautifully does the dev deſcribe the furniture 

„ under the ſimilitude of a rich 

and complete ſuit of apparel! I will greatly rejoice in the 
LoRD; my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my Go d; for he hath clothed 
me with the garments of ſalvation ; he hath covered me with the 
robe of righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom decketh himſelf with orna- 
ments, and as a bride adorneth herſelf with her jewe . II. Ixi. 10. 


4 Rom. xiii. 14. p 
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let bis bleed be ſprinkled upon thy conſcience, and it 
Niall te whiter than the virgin-ſnows. Let his ig evi. 
„V, like a ſpotleſs robe, adorn thy inner man; and 
thou ſralt be amiable, cven in the moſt diſtinguiſhing 
cyc of Gov. Let his blefled Spirit dwell in thy heart; 
and, under his fandifying operations, thou {halt be 
made partaker of a divine nature. 

Thele arc real excellencies ; truly noble accompliſh- 
ments theſc. In this manner be arrayed, be beauti- 
fied; and thou wilt not {ind a rival in the feathers of 
a peacock, or the foliation of a tulip. Theſe will ex- 
alt thce far above the [nv pretenſions of Jace and em- 
broidery. Theſe will prepare thee to ſtand in the bea- 
tiſic preſence, and to take thy feat among the angels 
of light. | 


Wu an inchanting fitrotion is this! One can 
ſcarce be melancholy within the atmoſphere of flowers. 
Such lively hues, and delicious odours, not only ad- 
dreſs themſelves agreeably to the ſenſes; but touch 
with a ſurpriſing delicacy, the ſweeteſt movements of 
the mind : 


. To the heart inſpiring 
Vernal * delight and joy. 


How often have I felt them diſſipate the g/oom of 
thought, and transfuſe a ſudden gaiety through the 
dejected ſpirit! 1 cannot wonder, that kings deſcend 
from their thrones to walk anudſt blooming ivory and 
gold; or retire from the moſt ſumptuous feaſt, to be 
recreated with the more refined ſweets of the garden, 
I cannot wonder, that queens forego, for a while, the 
compliments of a nation, to receive the tribute of the 
parterre ; or withdraw from all the glitter of a corrt, 
to be attended with the more ſplendid eqvipage of a 
bed of flowers. — But if this be ſo pleaſing, what tranſ- 
porting pleaſure muſt ariſe from the fruition of un- 
created excellency! O! what unknown delight, to 
enter into thy immediate preſence, moſt bleſſed Lo RD 
God! to ſee thee +, thou King of heaven, and Loxp 
of glory, no longer “ through a glaſs darkly, but face 
« to face” to Wave all thy goodneſs, all thy great- 
neſs, ſhine before us; and be made glad for ever with 
the brighteſt diſcovery of thy perfections, with the in- 
eflable joy of thy countenance. _ 

This we cannot bear, in our preſent imperfect ſtate. 
The effulgence of unveiled divinity would dazzle a 
mortal fight. Our feeble faculties would be overwhe/m- 
ed with ſuch a fulneſs of ſuperabundant bliſs ; and 
muſt lie oppreſed under ſuch an exceeding great, eternal 
weight of glory. — But, when this corruptible hath put 
on incorruption, the powers of the ſou] will be great- 
ly invigorated; and theſe earthly tabernacles will be 


M1iLT. b. iv. 


, would have my reader endeavour to MOR ALIZE 
{+ {this natural pleaſure of the ſoul, and to improve this vernal 
« delight, as Milton calls it, into a Chriſtian virtue. When 
« we find ourſelves inſpired with this pleafing inſtinct, this 
« ſecret ſatisfaction and complacency, ariſing from the beauties 
« of the creation, let us confider, to whom we ſtand indebted 
for all theſe entertainments of ſenſe; and who it is that 
© thus opens his hand, and fills the world with good. Such 
© an habitual diſpoſition of mind conſecrates every field and 
« wood; turns an ordinary walt into a morning and evening 
« ſacrifice; and will improve thoſe tranſient gleams, which 
„ naturally brighten up and refreſh the ſoul on ſuch occaſions, 
« into an inviolable and perpetual ſtate of bliſs and happi- 
© neſs.”  Spet#t. vol. V. No 394. 
I Ifaiah repreſents the felicity of the righteous, in the ever- 
laſting world, by this elegant and amiable image; Thine eyes 
Hall fee the King in his beauty. Milton touches the fame ſub- 
_ je, with wonderful elevation and-majefty of thought : = 


U 


Fenn — They walk with GOD, 
Hligb in jalvation, and the climes of bliſs. | 55 
Words, which, like the fiery ear, almoſt tranſport our afﬀec- 


tions to thoſe glorious abodes.' 
J XIII. 17. 


XII T. b. XI. v. 707. 
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transformed into the likeneſs of CuRISFn's glorious bo- 
dy. Then, though the moon ſhall be confounded, 
« and the ſun aſhamed *, when the Loxp of hoſts 
is revealed from heaven ; yet ſhall his faithful people 
be enabled to /ee him as he 1s +. 

Here then, my withes, here be fixed. Be this your 
determined and invariable aim. Here, my affections, 
here give a looſe to your whole ardor. Cry out, in 
the language of inſpiration, This one thing have I de- 
fired of the Lorp, which, with inceflant earneſtneſs, 
I will require ; that I may dwell in the celeſtial houſe 5 
the Lord, all the days of my future /ife ; to behold the 
fair beauty of the LoR DI, and to contemplate with 
wonder and adoration with unſpeakable and ever- 
laſting „ the attributes of the incomprehen- 
ſible Godhead. | | 


SOLOMON, a moſt penetrating judge of human 
nature, knowing how highly mankind is charmed with 
the fine qualities of flowers, has figured out the bleſſed 
Jesvs, that “ faireſt among ten thouſand,” by theſe 
lovely repreſentatives, He ſtyles him || the rofe of $ha- 
ron, and the lily of the valleys | like the firſt, full of 
delights and communicable graces ; like the laſt, ex- 
alted in majeſty, and complete in beauty.—In that ſa- 
cred paſtoral, he ranges the creation; borrows its moſt 
finiſhed forms ; and dips his pencil in its choiceſt dyes, 
to preſent us with a ſketch of the amiableneſs of his 
perſon : his amiableneſs, who is the light of the world; 
the glory of his church ; the only hope, the ſovereign 
conſolation of ſinners ; and exalted, infinitely exalted, 
not only above the ſublimeſt compariſon, but even 
4 above all bleſſing and praiſe.” May I alſo make the 
ſame hea uſe of all ſublunary enjoyments! What- 
ever is pleaſurable or charming below, let it raiſe my 
deſire to thoſe delectable objects, which are above ; 
which will yield, not partial, but perfect felicity ; not 
tranſient, but never-ending, ſatisfaction and joy.—Yes, 
my ſoul, let theſe beauties in miniature always remind 
thee of that glorious perſon, in whom * dwells all the 
« fulneſs of the Godhead bodily.” Let theſe little c- 
manations teach thee to thirſt after the eternal fountain. 
O! may the creatures be thy conſtant clue to the Cre- 
ator ! For this is a certain truth, and deſerves thy fre- 
quent recollection, demands thy moſt attentive conſi- 
deration ; that the whole compaſs of finite perfection, 


is only a faint ray ++, ſhot from that immenſe ſource ; 


is only a ſmall drop, derived from that inexhauſtible 


War a furpriſing variety is obſervable among the 
flowery tribes ! How has the bountiful hand of Pro- 
vidence diverſified theſe niceſt pieces of his workman- 
ſhip! added the charms of an endleſs novelty, to all 
their other perfections A conſtant uniformity would 


* If. xxiv. 23. +1 John iii. 2. 
| Cant, ii. 1, 

Malus ut arboribus decori eft, ut vitibus uvæ, 

Utque roſe campis, ut lilia vallibus alba, 

Sic CuRIS TVs decus omne fuis,— 


+ By the /ily of the valleys, I apprehend, is meant, not 
the flower which commonly paſſes under that denomination, 
and is comparatively mean; but the grand, majeſtic, garden- 
lily, growing in a rich irriguous ſoil, where it flouriſhes in the 
moſt ample manner, and arrives at the higheſt perfection. The 
circumſtance of the valleys, added by the ſacred writer, is ſig- 
nificant not of the /pecies, but of the place.— This is by far the 
nobleſt interpretation, and moſt exactly ſuitable to the ſpiritual 
ſenſe ; which intimates, that the bleſſed JES us delights to 
dwell, by the communications of his Spirit, in humble bearts. 
- D7OLT NUR - lilium vallibus gaudens. | Ge 


++ — Thou ſitt'ſt above all heav'ns, 
To us inviſible, or dimly feen 
In theſe thy loweſt works; yet theſe declare 
Thy goodneſs beyond thought, and pow'r divine, 
EM | "HL MIL r. book v. 


+ Pal, xxvii, 4. 
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ſoon render the entertainment tireſome, or inſipid; 
therefore every ſpecies is formed on a ſcparate plan, 
and exhibits ſomething entirely new. The faſhion 
ſ»reads not from family to family; but every one has 
1 mode of its own, which is truly original. The moſt 
curſory glance perceives an apparent difference, as 
well as a peculiar delicacy, in the airs and habits, the 
attitude and lineaments, of every diſtinct claſs. 

Some rear their heads with a majeſtic mien, and o- 
verlook, lik: ſovereigns or nobles, the whole parterre. 
Others ſeem more moderate in their aims, and ad- 
vance only to the middle ſtations; a genius turned for 
heraldry might term them the gentry of the border. 
While others, free from all aſpiring views, creep un- 
ambitiouſly on the ground, and look like the common- 
2/ty of the kind. Some are interſected with elegant 
Hi pes, or ſtudded with radiant ſpots. Some affect to 


te genteelly powdered, or neatly fringed ; while others 


are plain in their aſpect, unaffected in their dreſs, and 
content to pleaſe with a naked /implicity. Some aſſume 
the monarch's purple ; ſome look moſt becoming in the 
virgin's white ; but black, doleful black, has no ad- 
mittance into the wardrobe of ſpring. The weeds of 
mourning would be a manifeſt indecorum, when na- 
ture holds an univerſal feſtival. She would now in- 


| ſpire none but delightful ideas, and therefore always 


;1akes her appearance in ſome * amjable ſuit. —Here 
ande a warrior, clad with crimſon; there fits a ma- 
giſtrate, robed in ſcarlet; and yonder /truts a pretty 
tellow, that ſeems to have dipped his plumes in the 
rainbow, and glitters in all the gay colours of that re- 
ſplendent arch. Some vi into a curious cup, or al. 
into a ſet of beautiful bells. Some ſpread themſelves 
in a ſwelling tuft, or croud into a delicious clutter. — 
In ſome, the predominant ſtain ſoftens by the gentleſt 
diminutions, till it has even ſtole away from itſelf. The 
eye is amuſed at the agreeable deluſion ; and we won- 
der to find ourſelves inſenſibly decoyed into a quite dif- 
ferent luſtre. In others, you would think, the fine 
tinges were emulous of pre-eminence. Diſdaining to 
mingle, they confront one another with the reſolution 
of rivals, determined to diſpute the prize of beauty; 
while each is improved, by the oppoſition, into the 
higheſt vivacity of complexion. 

Hero manifold are thy works F, O Loxp! Multiplied 
even to a prodigy. Yet in wi/dom, conſummate wiſ- 
dom, haſt thou made them all. How I admire the va/?- 
neſs of the contrivance, and the ene of the exe: 
cution ! Man, feeble man, with difliculty accompliſh- 
es a ſingle work. Hardly, and after many efforts, 
does he arrive at a tolerable imitation of ſome one pro- 
duction of nature. ' But the almighty Artiſt ſpoke 
millions of ' ſubſtances into inſtantaneous being; the 
whole collection wonderfully various, and: cach indi- 
vidual completely perfect. Repeated experiments ge- 
nerally, I might ſay always, diſcover errors or defects 
in o happieſt inventions. Nay, what wins our ap- 
probation, at the preſent, hour, or in this particular 
place, is very probably, in ſome remote period, or 


ſome diſtant clime, treated with contempt. Whereas, 


theſe fine ſtructures have pleaſed every taſte, in every 
country, for almoſt ſix thouſand years. Nor has any 
fault been detected in the original plan, nor any room 
left for the leaſt improvement upon the firſt model. 
All our performances, the more a are ſcan- 
ned, the more imperfef they appear. With regard to 
theſe delicate objects, the more we ſearch into their 
properties, the more we are raviſhed with their graces. 
They are ſure to diſcloſe freſh ſtrokes of the mot 
maſterly ſkill, 'in proportion to the attention with 
which they are examined. liteon 


® —Nunc formeſiſſimus annus. VII. + Pſal. civ. 24. 

+ Ecclef, iii. 14. J know, that whatfoever Go p doth, it 
12 be fer ever * nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken 
rom it. | Runen 3 
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Nor is the /implicity of the operation leſs aſtoniſhing, 
than the accuracy of the workmanſhip, or the infini- 
tude of the effects. Should you aſk, „Where, and 


Wat are the materials which beautify the blooming 


« world? What rich tints, what ſplendid dyes, what 
<« ſtores of ſhining crayons, ſtand by the heavenly 
«© Limner, when he paints the robe of nature?” *Tis 
anſwered, His powerful pencil needs no ſuch coſtly 
apparatus. A fingle principle under bis conducting 
hand, branches out into an immenſity of the moſt va- 
ried, and moſt finiſhed forms. The moiſture of the 
earth, and of the circumambient air, paſſed through 
proper ſtrainers, and diſpoſed in a range of pellucid 
tubes; this performs all the wonders, and produces all 
the beauties, of vegetation. This creeps along the fibres 


of the low- ſpread moſs, and c/:mbs to the very tops of 


the lofty-waving cedars. This, attracted by the root, 
and circulating — inviſible canals ; this burſts 
into gems, expands itſelf into leaves, and clothes the 
foreſt with all its verdant honours.- -This one *, plain 
and /mple, cauſe, gives birth to all the charms, which 
deck the youth ad. maturity of the year. This bluſhes 
in the early hepatica, and fames in the late-advancing 
poppy. This reddens into blood in the veins of the 
mulberry ; and attenuates itſelf into leafen gold, to 
create a_covering for the quince. This breathes in all 
the fragrant gales of our garden, and weeps odorous 
gum in the groves of Arabia.—So f wonderful is our 
Creator in counſel, and to excellent in working / 


Ix a grove of tulips, or a knot of pinks, one per- 
ceives a diflerence in almoſt every individual. Scarce 
any two are turned and tinctured exactly alike. Each 
allows himſelf a little particularity in his dreſs, though 
all belong to one family : ſo that they are various, and 
yet the ſame.—A pretty emblem this of the /maller 
differences between Proteſtant Chriſtians. There are 
modes 1n religion, which admit of variation, without 
prejudice to ſound faith, or real holineſs. Juſt as 
the drapery on theſe pictures of the ſpring, may be 
formed after a variety of patterns, without blemiſhing 
their beauty, or altering their nature.—Be it ſo then, 
that, in ſome points of inconſiderable conſequence, 
ſeveral of our brethren diſſent: yet let us us all live 
amicably and ſociably together ; for we harmonize in 
principals, though we vary in punitilios. Let us join 
in converſation, and intermingle intereſts ; diſcover 
no eſtrangement of behaviour, and cheriſh no aliena- 
tion of affection. If any ſtrife ſubſiſts, let it be to fol- 
low our divine Maſter moſt cloſely, in humility of 
heart, and unblameableneſs of life. Let it be to ſerve 
one another moſt readily, in all the kind offices of a 
cordial friendſhip. Thus ſhall we be united, though 
diſtinguiſhed ; united in the ſame grand fundamentals, 
though diſtinguiſhed by ſome ſmall circumſtantials ; 
united in one important bond of brotherly love, 
though diſtinguiſhed by ſome ſlighter peculiarities of 
ſentiment. | | £ 

Between Chriſtians, whoſe judgments diſagree on- 
ly about a form of prayer, or manner of worſhip, I 
apprehend, there is no more eſſential difference, than 
between flowers which bloom from the ſame kind of 
ſeed, but happen to be ſomewhat diverſified in the 
mixture of their colours.— Whereas, if ane denies the 
divinity of our Loxp JESUS CHIIST, and degrades 
the incarnate Gop to the meanneſs of a mere creature; 
if another cries up the worthineſs of human works, 
and depretiates the alone-meritorious righteouſneſs of 
When every ſeveral effect has a particular ſeparate cauſe, 


this gives no pleaſure to the ſpectator, as not di covering con- 


„ trivance, But that work is beheld with admixation and delight, 
as the reſult of deep counſel, which is complicated in its parti, 
and yet ſimple in its operations ; where a great variety of ef- 
fects are ſeen to ariſe from one principle operating uniform- 
« ly.” ABERNETHY on the attributes, | 

| + If. xxvii. 29. 


in religious doctrines, which he diſclaims, as abſurd; and ab- 
c He is for no force, but that of rational 
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the glorious Mediator; if a third addreſſes the incom- 
municable honours to a finite being, and bows to the 
image, or prays to the ſaint ;—theſe are errors, ex- 
tremely derogatory to the RRDHEEMER s dignity, and 
not a little prejudicial to the comfort of his people. A- 
gainſt theſe to remonſtrate; againſt theſe to urge every 
argument, and uſe every difluaſive ; beſpeaks not the 
cenſorious bigot, but the friend of truth, and the lo- 
ver of mankiad,—Whereas, to ſtand neuter and ſilent, 
while ſuch principles are propagated, would be an in- 
{tance of criminal remiſſneſs, rather than of Chriſtian 
moderation. For the perſons, we will not fail to main- 
tain a tender compaſſion ; we will not ceaſe to put up 
carneſt interceſſions; we will alſo acknowledge and 
love whatever is excellent and amiable in their charac- 
ter. Yet we dare not ſübſetbe their creed; we can- 
not remit our aſſiduous, but kind endeavours, if by 
any means we may reconcile them to a more ſcriptural 
belief, and a purer worlſlup “. 


ANOTHER circumſtance, recommending and endear- 
ing the flowery creation, is their regular ſucceſſion. 
They make not their appearance all at once, but in an 
orderly rotation. While a proper number of theſe ob- 
liging retainers are in waiting, the others abſcond ; 
but hold themſelves in a poſture of ſervice, ready to 
take their turn, and fill each his reſpective ſtation, the 
inſtant it becomes vacant, —The ſnowdrop, foremoſt of 
the lovely train, breaks her way through the frozen 
ſoil, in order to preſent her early compliments to her 
lord. Dreſſed in the robe of innocency, ſhe ſteps forth, 
fearleſs of danger; long before the trees have ventured 
to unfold their leaves, even while the icicles are pen- 
dent on our houſes. Next, peeps out the crocus, but 
cautiouſly, and with an air of timidity. She hears the 
howling blaſts, and ſkulks cloſe to her low ſituation. 
Afraid ſhe ſeems to make large excurſions from her 
root, while ſo many ruffian winds are abroad, and 
ſcouring along the æther.— Nor is the violet laſt, in this 
ſhining embaſſy of the year; which, with all the em- 
belliſhments that would grace a royal garden, conde- 
ſcends to line our hedges, and grow at the feet of 
briers. Freely, and without any ſolicitation, ſhe diſ- 
tributes the bounty of her emiſſive ſweets : while her 
ſelf, with an exemplary humility, retires from light ; 
ſceking rather to adminiſter pleaſure, than to win ad- 
miration f. Emblem, expreſſive emblem, of thoſe 
modeſt virtues, which delight to bloom in obſcurity; 
which extend a chearing influence to multitudes, who 
are ſcarce acquainted with the ſource of their comforts! 
Motive, engaging motive, to that ever- active beneficence, 
which ſtays not for the importunity of the diſtreſſed, 
but anticipates their ſuit, and prevents them with the 
bleſſings of its 
lately adorned the border with her ſparkling beauties, 
and, tranſplanted into our windows, gave us a freſh en- 
tertainment, is now nò more. I ſaw her complexion 
fade; I perceived her breath decay ; till at length ſhe 
2 and dropt into her grave. —Scarce have we 
ſuſtained this loſs, but in comes the auricula, and more 
than retrieves it. Arrayed ſhe comes, in a ſplendid va- 
riety of amiable forms; with an eye of cryſtal, and 
garments of the moſt gloſſy ſatin; exhaling e, 
and powdered with ſilver. A very diſtinguiſhed pro- 


* In ſome former editions, I expreſſed myſelf, on this point, 
unwarily and harſbly, But my meaning, and real ſentiments, 
were no other than thoſe repreſented above.—The reader, 
from ſuch unguarded intimations, might too naturally be led 
to conclude, that the author avows, and would ſtir up, a ſpirit 
of perſecution, But this is a method of dealing with opponents 


hors, as iniquitous, 
conviction ; for no conſtraint, but that of affectionate perſua- 
fion. Thus, if you pleaſe, compel them to come in, Luke xiv, 
23. + Prodeſſe quam conſpici. 


neſs .—The poor polyanthus, that 
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ceſſion this! The favourite care of the floriſt ! Scarce 
one among them, but is dignified with a character of 
renown, or has the honour to repreſent ſome celebra- 
ted toaſt. But theſe alſo, 2 their illu- 
ſtrious titles, have exhauſted their whole ſtock of fra- 
ce, and are mingled with the meaneſt duſt.— 
Who could forbear grieving at their departure, did not 
the tulips begin to raiſe themſelves on their fine wands, 
or ſtately flalks? They fluſh the parterre with one of 
the gayeſt dreſſes that blooming nature wears. Did 
ever beau or belle make ſo gaudy an appearance, in a 
birth-night ſuit? Here one may behold the innocent 
wantonneſs of beauty. Here ſhe indulges a thouſand 
freaks, and ſports herſelf in the moſt charming diver- 
ſity of colours. Yet I ſhould wrong her, were I to 
call her a coquet ; becauſe ſhe plays her lovely changes, 
not to enkindle diſſolute affections, but to diſplay her 
Creator's glory.—Soon ariſes the anemone ; encircled 
at the bottom with a ſpreading robe, and rounded at 
the top into a beautiful dome. In its looſely-flowing 
mantle, you may obſerve a noble negligence; in its 
gently-bending tufts, the niceſt ſymmetry. I would 
term it the fine gentleman of the garden; becauſe it 
ſeems to have learned the ſingular addreſs of unitin 
ſimplicity with refinement, of reconciling art and eaſe. 
be ſame month has the merit of producing the ra- 
nunculus. All bold and graceful, it expands the riches 
of its foliage; and acquires, by degrees, the lovelieſt 
enamel in the world. As perſons of intrinſic worth 
diſdain the ſuperficial arts of recommendation, prac- 
tiſed by fops ; ſo this lordly flower ſcorns to borrow 
any of its excellence from powders and eſſences. It 
needs no ſuch attractives to render it the darling of 
the curious; being ſufficiently engaging from the ele- 
gance of its figure, the radiant variety of its tinges, 
and a certain ſuperior dignity of aſpect. Methinks 
nature 1mproves 1n her operations. Her lateſt ſtrokes 
are moſt maſterly. To crown the collection, ſhe in- 


troduces the carnation ; which captivates every eye, 


with a noble ſpread of graces; and charms another 
ſenſe, with a profuſion of exquiſite odours. This 
ſingle flower has centered in itſelf, the perfections of 
all the preceding. The moment it appears, it ſo com- 
mands our attention, that we ſcarce re the abſence 
of the reſt.— The g:/ly/ower, like a friend, attends 
you through all the viciſſitudes and alterations of the 
ſeaſon. While others make a tranſient viſit only, this 
is rather an inhabitant, than a gueſt in your gardens ; 
adds fidelity to complaiſance. 

It is in vain to attempt a catalogue of theſe amiable 
gifts. There is an endleſs multip/icity in their charac- 
ters, yet an invariable order in their approaches. E- 
very month, almoſt every week, has its peculiar or- 
naments; not ſervilely copying the works of its pre- 


deceſſor, but forming, ſtill forming, and ſtill execu- 


ting ſome new _ So laviſh 1s the fancy, yet ſo 
exact the proceſs, of nature 
Here let me ſtand a while, to contemplate this d:/?r:- 
bution of flowers, through the ſeveral periods of the 
ear. Were they all to bloſſom together, there would 
at once a promiſcuous throng, and at once a total 
privation. We ſhould ſcarce have an opportunity of 
adverting to the dainty qualities of half; and muſt 


ſoon loſe the agreeable company of them all. But now 


ſince every ſpecies has a ſeparate to occupy, and a 
diſtinct N for appearing, 17 take a fefurely 
and minute ſurvey of each ſucceeding ſet. We can 
view and review their forms; enter into a more inti- 
mate acquaintance with their charming accompliſh- 
ments; and receive all thoſe. pleaſing ſervices, which 


they are commiſſioned to yield, This remarkable piece 


of ceconomy, is productive of another very valuable 
effect. It not only places in the moſt advantageous 


light, every particular community; but is alſo a ſure 
proviſionary reſource againſt the frailty of the whole 
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nation. Or, to ſpeak more truly, it- renders the 
flowery tribes a ſort of * immortal corps. For though 
ſome are continually dropping; yet, by this expedi- 
ent, others are as continually riſing, to beautify our 
borders, and prolong the entertainment. 


War goodneſs is this, to provide ſuch a ſeries of 
eratifications for mankind ! both to diverſity and per- 
pctuatc, the fine collation ! to take care, that our paths 
ſhould be, in a manner, inceſſantly ſtrewed with flow- 
ers — And what wiſdom, to bid every one of theſe 
inſenſible beings know the preciſe juncture for their 
coming forth | inſomuch that no actor on a ſtage can 
be more exact in performing his part; can make a 
more regular entry, or a more punctual exit. 


Wo emboldens the daffodil to venture abroad in 
February, and to truſt her flowering gold with incle- 
meant and treacherous ſkies? Who informs the vanous 
tribes of fruit-bearing bloſſoms, that vernal ſuns, and a 
more genial warmth, are fitteſt for their delicate tex- 
ture? Who teaches the c/ove to ſtay, till hotter beams 
are prepared, to infuſe a ſpicy richneſs into her odours, 
and tincture her complexion with the deepeſt crim- 
{on ?—Who diſpoſes theſe beautiful troops into ſuch 
orderly bodies, retarding ſome, and accelerating others? 
Who has inſtructed them to file M, with ſuch perfect 
regularity, as ſoon as the duty of their reſpective ſta- 
tion is over? And, when one detachment retires, who 
gives the ſignal for another immediately to advance? 
Who, but that unerring Providence, which, from 
the higheſt throncs of angels, to the very loweſt de- 
grees of exiſtence, orders all things in “ number, 
« weight, and meaſure :” 

Theſe, O my ſoul, are the regulations of that moſt 
adorable, that moſt beneſicent Being, who bowed the 
heavens ; came down to dwell on earth ; and united 
the frailty of thy mortal nature, to all the 4 * of 
his Godhead. All the honour of this admirable eſta- 
bliſhment belongs to thy Ranſom, thy Surety, thy Sa- 
viour. To HIM it belongs, who ſuſtained the ven- 


1 which thou hadſt deſerved, and waſt doomed to 


uffer; who fulfilled the obedience, which thou waſt ob- 
liged, but unable to perform; and who humbled him- 
ſelf (ſtupendous, ineffable loving-kindnelſs :), humbled 
himſelf to death, even the death of the croſs. —H E 
formed this vaſt machine, and adjuſted its nice depen- 
dencies. The pillars that ſupport it, the embelliſh- 
ments that adorn it, and the laws that govern it, are 
the reſult of his unſearchable counſels. O! the heights 
of his majeſty, and the depths of his abaſement ! 
Which ſhall we admire moſt, his eſſential greatneſs, 
or his free grace? He created the exalted ſeraph, that 
lings in a and. every the minuteſt inſect, that 
flutters in air, or crawls in duſt. He marks out a path 
for all thoſe globes of light, which travel the circuit 
of the ſkies; and diſdains not to rear the violet from 
its lowly bed, or to plait the daiſy which drefles our 
plains. So grand are his operations; yet ſo condeſcend- 
ing his regards !—If ſummer, like a ſparkling bride, 
is brilliant and glorious in her apparel ; what is this, 
but a feeble reflection of his uncreated efulgence ? If 
autumn, like a munificent hoſt, opens her ſtores, and 
gives us all things richly to enjoy; what is this but a 
little taſte of his inexhauſtible iberakity ? If thunders 
roar, you hear the ſound of his trumpet ; if light- 
nings glare, you ſee the launching of his glittering 
ſpear: if „ the perpetual hills be ſcattered, and the 
** everlaſting mountains bowed,” you behold a di/- 
play ;—no, ſays the prophet, you have rather the 


In allufion to the celebrated practice of the Perſian kings; 
** who maintained, for their lifeguard, a body of troops, call- 
* ed Immortal; becauſe it perpetually ſubſiſted; for as ſoon 
as any of the men died, another was immediately put into 
his place,” RoLLin's ancient hiſtory, vol. II. 


hiding of his power &. So immenſe is his power, ſo un- 
controllable and inconceivable, that all theſe mighty 
works are but a fetch, in which more is concealed 
than diſcovered. 

Thus, I think, we ſhould always view the viſible 
ſyſtem, with an evangelical teleſcope, (if, Lymay be al- 
lowed the expreſſion), and with an evangelical Micro- 
ſcope ; regarding CurIsT JESUS as the great 8 
and architect; who planned, and executed the ama- 
zing ſcheme. Whatever is magnificent or valuable, 
tremendous or amiable, ſhould ever be aſcribed to the 
Redeemer, This is the Chriſtian's natural philoſophy. 
With regard to this method of conſidering the things 
that are ſeen, we have an inſpired apoſtle for our pre- 
ceptor and precedent. Speaking of CHRIST, he 
ſays, “ Thou, Lox, in the beginning, haſt laid the 
foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the 
work of thy hands.” —Did we carefully attend to 
this leading principle, in all our examinations of na- 
ture ; it would, doubtleſs, be a moſt powerful means 
of enkindling our love, and + ſtrengthening our faith. 
When I look round upon millions of noble ſubſtances, 


* Hab. iii. 4. Nothing can be more magnificently concei- 
ved, than the imagery of this whole chapter; and, upon the 
foot of our interpretation, nothing was ever more delicately 
and nobly turned, than the ſentiment of this clauſe. Other 
ſenſes of the paſſage, I acknowledge, may be aſſigned with 
equal propriety, But none, I think, can be imagined ſo ma- 
tic and ſublime, As the original will fairly admit of it; as 
it carries no diſagreement with the context; and expreſſes a 
moſt important, as well as undoubted truth; I hope, 1 may be 
permitted to uſe it, at leaſt by way of accommodation. —Eſpe- 
cially, as it ſuggeſts one of the fineſt mottoes imaginable, where- 
with to inſcribe all the viſible productions of the Creator's 
hand. When, ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, we conſider their 
grandeur, beauty, and conſummate perfections; let us, in 
juſtice to their author, apply the exalted reflection of this ſa- 
cred ode: © In all theſe is the hiding, rather than an adequate 
„ diſplay, of his matchleſs power. ough they challenge our 
„ praiſe, and ſurpaſs our comprehenſion ; yet. are they by no 
means the utmoſt exertions, but rather ſome lighter eſſays, 
of omnipotent ſkill.” —Milton, relating the overthrow of 
the fallen angels, introduces a grand circumſtance, not much 
unlike the preceding. Meſſiah, unaided and alone, had routed 
an innumerable hoſt of apoſtate ſpirits, This was great and 
marvellous. But to create a juſter idea of the illuſtrious Con- 
queror, our poet beautifully adds, 


Yet half his flrength he put not forth. 


If we forget to make the ſame remark, when we contemplate 
God in his works; we muſt neceſſarily form very ſcanty con- 
ceptions of that SUPREME BEING, before whom all na- 
tions are as a“ drop of a bucket, and are counted as the ſmall 
++ duſt of the balance,” | 


+ The apoſtles, I obſerve, delight to uſe this method of diſ- 
playing the honours of the Redeemer, and eſtabliſhing the faith 
of his people. The beloved diſciple, teaching that moſt pre- 
cious doctrine, “ of a Lamb flain to take away the ſins of the 
* world;” in order to evince the ſufficiency of Cyr1sT's ſacri- 
fice for this bleſſed purpoſe, affirms, that all things were made 
by him; and without him was not any thing, no, not ſo much 
as one ſingle being, made, John 1. 3.—St Paul, preaching the 
ſame glad tidings to the Colefſians, and expreſsly maintaining, 
that we have redemption through his blood, ſeems to foreſee 
an objection of this kind, © To expiate tranſgreſſions againſt 
an infinite Majeſty, is a moſt prodigious act. It muſt coſt 
60 8 more than any common ſurety can pay, to redeem a 
% ſinful world. What reaſon have we to believe, that Ixsus 
* is equal to this mighty undertaking ?” All poſſible reaſon, 
replies the apoſtle, from the dignity of his perſon, for he is 
the image of the inviſible Go p; and from the greatneſs of his 
works, for by him all things were made. Conſider the opera- 
tions of his hands, and you cannot doubt the atoning efficacy 
of his death, Col. i. 1 5+ 16.— The author of the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, falls exaQly into the ſame train of arguing. Decla- 
ring, that CuRISs T fee has pur ed our ſins by * ſacrifice 
of himſelf, he proves his ample ability for this tremendous 


office, from his eſſential excellence, becauſe he is the bright- 
neſs of his Father's glor 
cauſe he made the — 5 


and from his admirable works, be- 
and upholdeth all things by the word 


4 
, 
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and carry with me this tranſporting reflection, The 
« Maker of them all expired on a croſs for me; how 
can I remain any longer indifferent? Muſt not the 
coldeſt heart begin to glow with gratitude ?—When I 
ſurvey an immenſity of the fineſt productions imagi- 
nable, and remember, that the Author of them all 
is © my nghteouſneſs and = redemption ;” how can 
I chuſe but repole the moſt chearful confidence in ſuch 
a Mediator: 


Lyr me add one more remark, upon the admirable 
adjuſtment of every particular relating to theſe fine co- 
lonies planted in the parterre. With ſuch accuracy and 
correctneſs is their ſtructure ſinithed, that any the leaſt 
conceivable alteration would very much impair their 
perfection. Should you ſee, for inſtance, the nice diſ- 
polition of the tulip's attire fly abroad, diſorderly and 
irregular, like the flaunting wwodbine ; ſhould the je/- 
ſamine rear her diminutive head, on thoſe grand co- 
lumns which ſupport the hol/rhock ; ſhould the erect 
and manly aſpect of the piony hang down with a pen- 
live air, hke the flexile bells of the hyacinth ; ſhould 
that noble plainneſs which diſtinguithes the Jh, be ex- 
changed for the glittering fringes which edge the pink, 
or the gaudy ſtains which bedrop the zr:s ; ſhould thoſe 
tapering pillars which arite in the middle of its vaſe, 
and, tipt with golden pendants, give ſuch a luſtre to 
the ſurrounding pannels of alabaſter, —{hould thoſe 
link and diſappear, like the chives which cover the 
heart of the anemone :—in many of theſe caſes, would 
not the tranſpoſition be fantaſtical and awkward ? in 
all, to the apparent prejudice of every individual ? 

Again, with regard to the time of their appearing, 
this circumſtance is ſettled, by a remarkable foreſight 
and precaution. What would become of the /azlor, 
if, in very ſtormy weather, he ſhould raiſe a lofty maſt, 
and croud it with all his canvaſs? Such would be the 
ill effect, if the moſt ſtately ſpecies of flowers ſhould 
preſume to come abroad, in the bluſtering months. 
Ah! how would they rue the imprudent boldneſs ! 
Therefore thoſe only that ſhoot the ſhorteſt ſtems, and 
diſplay the ſmalleſt ſpread of leaves, or (it you pleaſe) 
carry the leaſt fail, are launched amidit the blowin 
ſeaſons. How injudiciouſly would the perfumer act, if 
he ſhould unſeal his fineſt eſſences, and expoſe them to 
the northern winds, or wintry rains! Our bloomin 
artiſts of the aromatic profeſſion, at leaſt the moſt de- 
licate among them, ſeem perfectly aware of the conſe- 
quences, of ſuch a procedure. Accordingly they poſt- 
pone the opening of their odoriferous treaſures, till a 
ſerener air, and more * unclouded ſkies grant, a pro- 
tection to their amiable traffic ; till they are under no 


of his power, Heb. i, 2. 3,—Which truth, as it is ſo impor- 
tant in itſelf, of ſuch ſignal comfort to Chriſtians, and ſo par- 
ticularly inſiſted on by the inſpired writers, I hope, I ſhall need 
no apology for an attempt to illuſtrate and enforce it, in a 


kind of evangelical Deſcant upon creation, annexed to theſe re- 
flections. | | | | 


Caſimir, in a very poetical manner, addreſſes himſelf to 


the dormant roſe, and moſt prettily invites her to venture a- 


broad, by the mention of theſe two circumſtances ; 


Siderum ſacros imitata vultus, | 
Puid lates dudum, Roſa ? Delicatum 
er e terris caput, O tepentis 
Filia cœli. 


Jam tibi nubes fugiunt aquoſæ, 
Quas fugant albis Zephyri quadrigrs ; 
Jam tibi mulcet Boream jocantis 

| Aura Favoni. 


Child of the ſummer, charming Roſe, 
No longer in confinement lie; 
Alriſe to light; thy form diſcloſe;  _, 
Rival the ſpangles of the ſky. 


The rains are gone; the ſtorms are oer; 
Winter retires to make thee way : 
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more apprehenſions of having their ſpicy cells rifled by 
rude blaſts, or drowned in inceſſant ſhowers. 
What a ſtriking argument is here for refgnation. ; un- 
feigned reſignation, to all the diſpoſals of Providence / 
Too often are our diſſatisſied thoughts apt to find fault 
with divine diſpenſations. We tacitly arraign our Ma- 
ker's conduct, or queſtion his kindneſs with regard to 
ourſelves. We fancy our lot not fo commodioully ſitu- 
ated, or our condition not ſo happily circumſtanced, as 
if we had been placed in ſome other ſtation of life.— 
But let us behold this exquilitely-nice regulation of the 
minuteſt plants, and be aſhamed of our refining folly, 
Could any fibre in their compoſition be altered, or one 
line in their features be tranſpoſed, without clouding 
ſome of their beauties? Could any fold in their veſt- 
ments be varied, or any link in their orderly ſucceſſion 
be broken, without injuring ſome delicate property? 
And does not that all-ſceing eye, which preſerves {© 
exact a harmony among theſe pretty toys, maintain as 
watchful a care over his rational creatures? Does he 
chuſe the propereſt ſeaſon for the cowllip to ariſe, and 
drink the dews? And can he neglect the concerns, or 
misjudge the conveniencies of his ſons and daughters: 
He, who has ſo completely diſpoſed whatever pertain 
to the vegetable ceconomy, that the leaſt diminution 
or addition would certainly hurt the finiſhed ſchemc, 
does, without all peradventurc, prefide, with equa! 
attention, over the intereſts of his own people. 
Be ſtill, then, thou uncaly mortal * ; know, that 
Gop is unerringly wiſe ; and be aſſured, that, amidit 
the greateſt multiplicity of beings, he does, not over- 


look thee. Thy Saviour has given me authority to at: 


ſert, that thou art of far ſuperiour value, in the eſti- 
mate of Omnipotence, than all the herbage of the ſield, 
If his ſacred will ordains /ic&ne/s for thy portion, 
never dare to imagine, that uninterrupted health would 
be more advantageous. It he pleaſes to with-hold, or 
take away, children ; never preſume to conclude, that 
thy happineſs is blaſted, becauſe thy hopes of an in- 
creaſing family are diſappointed, He, that marſhals all 
the ſtarry hoſt, and ſo accurately arranges every the 
meaneſt ſpecies of herbs ; HE orders all the peculiari- 
ties, all the changes of thy ſtate, with a vigilance that 
nothing can cds: with a goodneſs that endureth for 
ever.—Bow thy head, therefore, in humble acquie!- 
cence. Reſt ſatisfied, That whatever is by the appount- 
ment of heaven +, 7s right, is beſt, | 


Come then, thou ſweetly-bluſhing flow'r ; 
Come, lovely ſtranger, come away. 


The fun is dreſs'd in beaming /miles, 
To give thy beautics to the day: 

Young Zzephyrs wait, with gentleſt gales, 
To fan thy boſom, as they play. 


* Permittas ipſis expendere numinibus, quid 
Conveniat nobis, rebuſque fit utile naſtris. 
Nam pro jucundis aptiſſima quaque dabunt dit : 
Carior eft illis homo, quam ſibi.— Joy, 


Since all the downward tracts of time 
God's watchful eye ſurveys ; 

O! who ſo wiſe to chuſe our lot, 
And regulate our ways ? 


Since none can doubt his equal love, 
Unmeaſurably kind; 
Jo his unerring, gracious will, 


Be ev'ry with reſign'd. 


Good when he gives, ſupremely good ; 
Nor leſs, when he denies; 
Ev'n croſſes, from his ſov'reign hand, 
Are bleſſings in diſguiſe. _ 


+ Whatever is, is right. —If Mr Pope underſtands the mas 


xim according to the limitation ſuggeſted above, he ſpeaks a molt 
undeniable and glorious, truth. But if that great poet includes 


whatever comes to peſs through the wild and extravagant paſ-' 


ſions of men; furely no thinking perſon, at leaſt no Chriſtian, 


can accede to his opinion.—W hat-G oa p orders, is wiſe, be; 


yond all poſſibility of correction; and good, above all that ws 
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AMoxG all the productions of the third creating - day, 
chis of flowers ſeems to be peculiarly deſigned for man. 
Man has the monopoly of this favour; it is conferred on 
him by a ſort of excluſive charter. See the imperial 
crown, ſplendid and beautifully grand! See the tubergſe, 
delicate and languiſhingly fair! See all the pomp and 
glory of the parterre, where paint and perfume do 
wonders. Yet the inferior animals are neither ſmit with 
their beauties, nor regaled with their odours: The 
horſe never ſtands ſtill to gaze upon their charms ; nor 
does the ox turn aſide to browſe upon their ſweets. 
Senſes they have to diſcern theſe curious objects in the 
groſs, but no taſte to diſtinguiſh or reliſh their. fine ac- 
compliſhments. — Juſt ſo, carnal and unenlightened 
men may underſtand the literal meaning of ſcripture, 
may comprehend the evidences of its divine inſpi- 
ration; yet have no reliſh of the heavenly truths it 
teaches, no ardent /onging for the ſpiritual bleſſings it 
offers ; ſee “ no form or comelineſs*”” in the Saviour 
it deſcribes, ſo as to render him the ſupreme deſire 
of their ſouls. 

The chief end of theſe beautiful appearances, philo- 
ſophers ſay, is to enfold and cheriſh the embryo ſeed, 
or to ſwathe the tender body during its infant ſtate.— 
But, whatever is the chief end of nature, 'tis certain, 
ſhe never departs from the deſign of adminiſtering de- 
light to mankind *. This is inſeparably connected 
with her other views. — Were it only to ſecure a re- 
productive principle, what need of ſuch elegant compli- 
cations * why ſo much art employed, and ſo many de- 
corations added? Why ſhould veitments be prepared, 
richer than brocades, more delicate than- lawns, and 
of a finer glow than the moſt admired velvets !—It 
the great mother had no other aim than barely to ac- 
commodate her little offspring, warm flannel, or home- 
ly fuſtian, would have ſerved her turn; ſerved it full 
as well as the moſt ſumptuous tiſſues, or all the furni- 
ture of the mercer's ſhop. 

Evident then it is, that flowers were endued with 
ſuch enchanting graces for the pleaſure of man. In pur- 
ſuance of this original intention, they have always 
paid their court to the human race; 'they ſtill ſeem 
particularly ſolicitous of recommending themſelves to 


our regard. The fineſt of each ſpecies croud about 


our habitations, and are rarely to be ſeen at a diſtance 
from our abodes. "They thrive under our cultivating 
hand, and obſerving eye; but degenerate, and pine 
away, if unregarded by their lord. To win his atten- 
tion, and deck his retreats, they hide their deformi- 
tics under ground ; and diſplay nothing but the moſt 
graceful! forms, and engaging colours, to his ſight.— 
To merit a farther degree of his eſteem, the generali- 


can aſk or think. His decrees are the reſult of infinite diſ- 
cernment; and his diſpenſations the jiſſues of unbounded bene- 
volence.—But man, fallen man, is burried away, by his luſts, 
into a thouſand irregularitics ; which are deplorably evil in 
themſelves, and attended with con/equences manifeſtly pernici- 
ous to ſocicty. Let the ſentiment, therefore, be reſtrained to 
the diſpoſals of heaven, and I moſt readily ſubſcribe it. But, 
if it be extended to the conduct of men, and the effects of 
their folly ; I think myſelf obliged to enter my proteſt againſt 
it, For whatever kindles the divine indignation,—is cauſe 
of final ruin to the avthor,—is ſtrictly forbidden by Go p's 
holy word,—is contrary to the whole deſign of his revealed 


will, and the very reverſe of his eſſential attributes :—this can- 


not poſſibly be right; his, is moſt undoubtedly wrong. Om- 
nipotence, indeed, can over-rule it, and educe good from it : 
but the very notion of over-ruling, ſuppoſes it to be abſolutely 
wrong in itſelf. 

% We find that the moſt important parts in the vegetable 
* world, are thoſe which are the moſt beautiful. Theſe are 
the ſeeds by which the ſeveral races of plants are propagated 
and continued, and which are always lodged in flowers or 
bloſſoms. Nature ſeems to hide her principal deſign, and to 
be induſtrious in making the earth gay and delightful, while 
* ſhe is carrying on her great work, and intent upon her own 
* preſervation.” Spec. vol. v. No 387. 


N® III. 


ty of them diſpenſe a delightful perfume. What is 
{till more obliging, they * reſerve their richeſt exhala- 
tions, to embalm his morning and evening walks f. 
Becauſe he uſually chuſcs thoſe cool hours to recreate 
himſelf among their blooming ranks; therefore, at 
thoſe hours, they are moſt laviſh of their fragrance, 
and breathe out their choiceſt ſpirits. 


O Man, greatly beloved by thy Creator! the dar- 
ling of Providence! thou art diſtinguiſhed by hrs good- 
neſs; diſtinguiſh thyſelt allo by thy gratitude. Be it 
thy one undivided aim to glorify him, who has been 
at ſo much expence to gratity thee !— While all theſe 
inferior creatures, in ent eloquence, declare the glo- 
ry of Gop, do thou lend them thy tongue. Be thou 
the high prieſt of the mute creation. Let their praiſes 
become vocal in thy ſongs.— Adore the ſupreme Be- 
nefactor, for the bleiſings he ſhowers down upon every 
order of beings. Adore him for numberlets mercies, 
which are appropriated to thy ſelſę But, above all, adore 
him for that noble gift of a rational and immortal foul. — 
This conſtitutes us maſters of the globe, and gives us the 
real enjoyment of its riches. "This diſcovers ten thou- 
ſand beauties, which otherwiſe had been loſt ; and ren- 
ders them both a ſource of delights, and a nurſery of 
devotion. —By virtue of this exalted principle, we 
are qualified to admire our Maker's works, and capa- 
ble of bearing his illuſtrious image,; bearing his illuſtri- 
ous image, not only when theſe ornaments of the 
ground have religned their honours, but when the 
great origin of day is extinguiſhed in the ſkies, and 
all the flaming orbs on high are put out in obſcure 
darkneſs.—Then to ſurvive, to ſurvive the ruins of 
one world, and to enjoy G O D, to reſemble Go Dd, 
to be © filled with all the tulneſs of GO p,“ in ano- 
ther ;—what a happineſs, what an ineſtimable happi- 
nels, is this! Yet his is thy privilege, (barter it not 
for trifles of an hour), this thy glorious prerogative, 
O man! | 


O! THE goodneſs, the exuberant goodneſs, of our 
GOD! I cannot forbear. celebrating it once more, be- 


fore I paſs to another conſideration. How muchſhould 


we think ourſelves obliged to a generous friend, who 
ſhould build a ſtately edifice , purely for our abode ! 
But how greatly would the obligation be increaſed, if 


The flow'rs, 
That open now their choiceſt boſom'd ſmells, 
Reſerv'd from night, and kept for thee in ſtore. 


— 


Mi. r. 


+ The twining jaſmine, and the bluſhing roſe, 
With lavith grace their morning-ſcents diſcloſe ; 
The ſinelling tub'roſe and jonquil declare 
The ſtronger impulſe of an ev'ning-air, 
| . PR1OR's Sol. 


+ I cannot perſuade myſelf, that the compariſon is ſtretched 
beyond proper bounds, when carried to this pitch, It is my 
ſtedfaſt opinion, that the world, at leaſt this lower world, 
with its various appurtenances, was intended purely for man ; 
that it is appropriated to him; and that he (in ſubordination to 
Go p's glory) is the end of its creation.—Other animals, 'tis 
true, partake of the Creator's benefits: but then they partake 
under the notion of man's domeſtics, or on the foot of re- 
tainers to him ; as creatures which bear ſome relation to his 
ſervice, and ſome way or other contribute to his good. 80 
that ſtill he is the centre of the whole; or, as our incompa- 
rable Miſtan, equally maſter of poetry and divinity, expreſſes 
himſelf, All things live jor man. Par, Loft, b. XI. I. 161. 

Mr Pope, in his Ethic Epiſtles, is pleaſed to Explode this 
tenet, as the height of pride, and a grofs ab/urdity.—For my 
part, I ſee no reaſon for ſuch a charge, With all ſubmiſſion 
to ſo ſuperior a genius, it ſeems very remote from pride, to be 
duly ſenſible of favours vouchſafed; to contemplate them in 
all the extent of their munificence, 'and acknowledge them ac- 
cordingly. I ſhovld rather imagine, that to contract their 
ſize, when they are immenſely large; to ſtint theic. num- 
ber, when they are altogether innumerable ; that ſuch a pro- 
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the hand that built ſhould alſo ſurniſb it! and not only 
furniſh it with all that is commodious and comfortable, 
but ornament it alſo with whatever is ſplendid and de- 
lightful! This has our moſt indulgent Creator done, 
in a manner infinitely ſurpaſling all we could willi or 
imagine. 

The earth is aſſigned us for a dwelling. —The ies 
are ſtretched over us like a magnificent canopy, dyed 
in the pureſt azure; and beautifed, now with pictures 
of floating ſilver, now with colourings of reflected 
crimſon, —The graſs is ſpread under us, as a ſpacious 
carpet; wove with ſilken threads of green, and da- 
maſked with flowers of every hue. —The /un, like a 
golden lamp, is hung out in the ethereal vault ; and 
pours his effulgence, all the day, to lighten our paths. 
— When night approaches, the moon takes up the friend- 
ly office; and the „ars are kindled in twinkling my- 
riads, to chear the darkneſs with their milder luſtre, 
not diſturb our repoſe by too intenſe a glare. The 
clouds, beſides the rich paintings they hang around the 
heavens, act the part of a ſhitting ſcreen ; and defend 
us, by their ſeaſonable interpolition, from the ſcorcli- 
ing beams of ſummer. May we not alſo regard them, 
as the great watering- pots of the globe; which, watt- 
ed on the wings of the wind, diſpenſe their moi- 


cedure ſavours more of inſenſibility, than our hypotheſis of 
preſumption ; and has more in it of ingratitude, than that of 
arrogance, 

And how can it be deemed an abſurdity, to maintain that 
Gop gave us a world for our poſſeſſion, when it is our duty to 
believe, that he gave us his only Son for our propitiation ? Sure, 
it can be neither difficult, nor extravagant, to ſuppoſe, that 
he deſigned the habitable globe, with its whole furniture, for 
our preſent uſe; ſince he with-held not his holy child Jx- 
sus, but freely delivered him up for our ſinal ſalvation. 

Upon the whole, I cannot but concludg,” that the attempt 
of our famous poet is neither kind with regard to his fellow- 
creatures,—nor grateſul with regard to his Creator, — nei- 
ther is his ſcheme, in fact, true. The attempt not kind, 
with regard to man; becauſe it robs him of one of the moſt 
delightful and raviſhing contemplations imaginable. To con- 
tider the great Author of exiſtence as having me in his eye, 
when he formed univerſal nature ; as contriving all things with 
an immediate view to the exigencies of my particular ſtate ; and 
making them all in ſuch a manner, as might be moſt conducive 
to my particular advantage; this muſt occaſion the ſtrongeſt 
ſatisfactions, whenever I caſt a glance on the objects that ſur- 
round me. Not grateſul with regard to Gop ; becauſe it has 
the moſt direct tendency to diminiſh our ſenſe of his kindneſs, 
and by that means to throw a damp upon our gratitude, It 
teaches us to look upon ourſelves as almoſt loſt among a croud 
of other beings, or regarded only with an occaſional and inci- 
dental beneficence ; which muſt certainly weaken the diſpoſition, 
and indecd ſlacken the ties, to the moſt adoring thankfulneſs. 
To which, I apprehend, we may juſtly add, Neither is the 
ſcheme, in fact, true. For, not to mention what might be 
urged from the fure word of revelation, this one argument 
appears ſufficiently concluſive. The world began with man; 

the world muſt ceaſe with man; conſequently, the grand uſe, the 
principal end of the world, is, to ſubſerve the intereſt of man. 
It is on all ſides agreed, that the edifice was erected, when man 
was to be furniſhed with an habitation; and that it will be de- 
moliſhed, when man has no farther need of its accommoda- 
tions. When he enters into the houſe not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens, © the earth, and all the works that 
are therein, ſhall be burnt up.” From which it ſeems a 
very obvious and fair deduction, That man is the final cauſe of 
this inferior creation, 

So that I think my readers and myſelf privileged (not to ſay, 
on the principles of gratitude, obliged) to uſe thoſe lovely lines 
of our author, with a propriety and truth equal to their elegance 
and beauty : 


For me kind nature wakes her genial pow'r, 
Suckles each herb, and ſpreads out ev'ry flow'r ! 
Annual, for me, the grape, the roſe renew 
The juice nectareous, and the balmy deu; 
For me, the mine a thouſand treaſures brings ; 
For me, health guſbes from a thouſand ſprings. | 
| | Eth, Ep. I. ver. 129, 


.<« tains, lakes, and rivers, are as refreſhing to the imagination, 
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ſture * evenly through the univerſal garden ; and 
tructify, with their ſhowers, whatever our hand plants. 
— The fields are are our exhauſtleſs granary.—The ocean 
is our vaſt reſer voir. The ama ſpend their ſtrength, 
to diſpatch our bulineſs ; reſign their cloathing, to re- 
pleniih our wardrobe ; and ſurrender their very lives, 
to provide for our tables.—In ſhort, every element is a 
ſtore-houſe of conveniencies ; every ſeaſon brings us 
the choiceſt productions; all nature is pur caterer.— 
And, which is a moſt endearing recommendation of 
theſe favours, they are all as lovely as they are uſeful, 
You obſerve nothing mean or inelegant. All is clad 
in beauty's faireſt robe , and regulated by proportion's 
niceſt rule. The whole ſcene exhibits a fund of plea- 
ſures to the imagination, at the ſame time that it more 
than ſupplies all our wants f. 

Theretore thou art inexcuſable, O man, whoſoever 
thou art, that rebe/le/t againſt thy Maker. He ſur- 
rounds thee with unnumbered benefits, and follows 
thee with an effuſion of the richeſt, nobleſt gifts. He 
courts thy affections, he ſolicits thy gratitude, by libe- 
ralities which are never intermitted, by a bounty which 
knows no limits.—Moſt bleſſed Lo xp, let this thy 
goodneſs, thy unwearied goodneſs, lead us to repen- 
tance. Win us to thyſelf, thou Fountain of felicity, 
by theſe ſweet inducements. Draw us to our duty, 
thou Gop of our ſalvation, by theſe “ cords of love.” 


WaarT a living picture is here of the beneficial et- 
fects of induſtry By induſtry and cultivation, this neat 
ſpot is an image of Eden. Here is all that can enter- 
tain the eye, or regale the ſmell. Whercas, with- 
out cultivation, this feet garden had been a deſolate 
wilderneſs. Vile thiſtles had made it loathſome, and 
—y briers inacceſſible. Without cultivation, it 
might have been a neſt for ſerpents, and the horrid 
haunt of venomous creatures. But the ſpade and 
pruning-knife, in the hand of Induſtry, have improved 
it into a ſort of terreſtrial paradiſe. 

How naturally does this lead our contemplation to 
the advantages which flow from a virtuous education, 
and the miſeries which enſue from the I neglect of it! 
—The mind, without carly inſtruction, will, in all 


* This circumſtance, amidſt abundance of other delicate 
and edifying remarks upon the wonders of nature, is finely 
touched in the Philoſophical Tranſattions recorded in the book 
of Job, chap. xxxvili. ver. 15.— 0p Rav? 199 W Who 
hath divided a water-courſe for the overflowing of waters ?— 
The Hebrew is ſo pregnant and rich with ſenſe, that no tranſ- 
lation can do it juſtice, The following paraphraſe, perhaps, 
may repreſent the principal ideas comprehended in the expreſ- 
ſive original. — Who has branched out, and, with admirable 
judgment, diſpoſed a variety of aqueducts, for that immenſe 
collection of waters which float in the ſky ? Who diſtributes 
thoſe pendulous floods through all the borders of the earth? 
diſtributes them, not in dreadful cataracts, or promiſcuous gluts 
of rain, but in kindly drops, and refreſhing ſhowers; with as 
much regularity and economy, as if they were conveyed by pipes 
from a conduit *—To w HOM ſhall we aſcribe that niceneſs of 
contrivance, which now cmits, now reſtrains them ; ſome- 
times derives their humid train to one place, ſometimes to an- 
other; diſpenſes them to this ſoil in larger, to that in ſmaller 
communications ; and, in a word, ſo manages the mighty 
fluid, that every ſpot is ſupplied, in exact proportion to its 
wants; none deſtroyed by an undiſtinguiſhing deluge ? 


+ Perhaps it was from ſuch an obſervation, that the Greeks, 
thoſe critical and refined judges of things, expreſſed the mun- 
dane ſyſtem by a word, which ſignifies beauty, —0wor. 


t Thoſe ſeveral living creatures, which are made for our 
*« fervice or ſuſtenance, at the fame time either fill the woods 
« with their muſic, furniſh us with game, or raiſe pleaſing 
ideas in us by the delightfulneſs of their appearance. Foun- 


* as to the ſoil through which they paſs.” | 
Spect. vol. v. No 387. 


Hor. 
Hor. 


| Omnis copia narium. 
4 Negle#tis urenda filix innaſcitur agris. 


ili ome like the © vineyard of the ſlug- 
probe If hott to the propenſities of its own depraved 
will, what can We expect, but the moſt luxuriant 
owth of unruly appetites, which, in time, will 
9 forth into all manner of ſcandalous wregulari- 
ties? What ?—but that anger like a prickly thorn, 
arm the temper with an untractable moroſeneſs; pee- 
viſhneſs, like a ſtinging nettle, render the converſation 
irkſome and forbidding; avarice, like ſome choking 
weed, teach the ſingers to gripe, and the hands to op- 
reſs; revenge, like ſome poiſonous plant, replete 
with baneful juices, rankle in the breaſt, and me- 
ditate miſchief to its neighbour : while unbridled 4%, 
likeſwarmsof noiſome inſects, taint each rifing thought; 
and render © every imagination of the heart, only evil 
c continually. - Such are the uſual products of lavage 
nature! ſuch the furniture of the uncultivated ſoul ! 
Whereas, let the mind be put under the “ nurture 
« and admonition of the Loxp 3” let holy diſcipline 
clear the ſoil ; let ſacred inſtructions ſow it with the 
beſt ſeed ; let ſkill and vigilance dreſs the riſing 
ſhoots, direct the young ideas how to ſpread, the 
wayward paſſions how to move :—then, what a dif- 
ferent ſtate of the inner man will quickly take place ! 
Charity will breathe her ſweets, and Hape expand her 
bloſſoms ; the perſonal virtues diſplay their graces, and 
the /ſoctal ones their fruits * ; the ſentiments become 
enerous, the carriage endearing, the life honourable 
and uſeful +. e 2 
O! that governors of famihes, and maſters of 
ſchools, would watch, with a conſcientious ſolicitude, 
over the morals of their tender charge! What pity it 
is, that the advancing generation ſhould loſe theſe in- 
valuable endowments, through any ſupineneſs in 
their inſtructors See! with what aſſiduity the curi- 
ous floriſt attends his little nurſery! He viſits them 
early and late; furniſhes them with the propereſt 
mould; ſupplies them with ſeaſonable moiſture; guards 
them from the ravages of inſects ; ſcreens them trom 
the injuries of the weather ; marks their ſpringing 


buds ; obſerves them attentively, through their whole. 


rogreſs ; and never intermits his anxiety, till he be- 
holds them blown into full pertection.—And ſhall a 
range of painted leaves, which flouriſh to-day, and 
to-morrow fall to the ground ;—ſhall theſe be tended 
with more zealous application, than the exalted facul- 
ties of an immortal ſoul ! | 

Yet truſt not in cultivation alone. It is the bleſſin 

of the almighty Huſbandman which imparts ſucceſs 
to ſuch labours of love. If Gop “ ſeal up the bot- 
& tles of heaven,” and command the clouds to with- 
hold their fatneſs, the beſt manured plot becomes a 
barren deſert. And if HE reſtrain the dew of his 
heavenly benediction, all human endeavours miſcarry ; 
the rational plantation languiſhes; our moſt pregnant 
hopes, from youths of the moſt promiſing genius, 
prove abortive. Their root will be as rottenneſs, and 


their bloſſom ill go up as duſt j.—Therefore let parents 


This transformation of the heart, and renewal of the life, 
are repreſented, in ſcripture, by fimilitudes very nearly allied 
to the images uſed above, —Gop, by his ſanctifying Spirit, wi/l 
make the ſoul as a watered garden, Under the operation of this 
divine principle, the deſert ſhall rejoice, and bloſſom as the roſe. 
Where-ever it exerts the refining and ennobling energy, in- 
ſtead of the thorn, ſhall come up the fir-tree ; and, inftead of the 
brier, the myrtle-tree. Jer. xxxi. 12, If, xxxv. 1. & lv. 13. 


+ — — 4 teneris aſſueſcere tanti eſt ! VIRC. 
— —— e Aνhνẽ,AWauapepti, ro Weg n vlg wv tx vt iht, & raw 
Tohv, warroy Js ro war. ARIS TOT. The principles we imbibe, 
and the habits we contract, in our early years, are not mat- 
ters of ſmall moment, but of the utmoſt conſequence imagina- 
ble. They not only give a tranſient or ſuperficial tincture to 
our firſt appearance in life, but moſt commonly ſtamp the 


mY of our whole future conduct, and even of our eternal 
ate, 


1. 24. 
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man ſtyles, drauing out the ſoul. 
mam tuam, IC, Iviti. 10. 


47 


plant; let tutors water; but let both look up to the 
Father of /p:r:its, for the deſired increaſe. 


O every ſide, I eſpy ſeveral budding flowers. As 

et they are like bales of cloth from the packer's ware- 
— Each is wrapt within a ſtrong incloſure, and 
its contents are tied together by the firmeſt bandages ; 
ſo that all their beauties lie concealed, and all their 
ſweets are locked up.—Juſt ſuch is the nggardly 
wretch, whoſe aims are all turned inward, and mean- 
ly terminated upon himſelf ; who makes his own pri- 
vate intereſts, or perſonal pleaſures, the ſole centre 
of his deſigns, and the ſcanty circumference of his 
actions. | | 

Ere long the ſearching beams will open theſe ſilken 
folds, and draw them into a graceful expanſion. 'Then, 
what a lovely bluth will glow in their cheeks, and 
what a balmy odour exhale from their boſoms !—So, 
when divine grace ſhines upon the mind, even the 
churl becomes bountiful ; the heart of ſtone is taken a- 
way ; and a heart of fleſh, a heart ſuſceptible of the 
ſofteſt, moſt compaſſionate emotions, is introduced in 
its ſtead. O] how ſweetly do the ſocial affections di- 
late themſelves, under ſo benign an influence! Juſt 
like theſe diſcloſing gems, under the powerful eye of 
day. The tender regards are no longer confined to a 
ſingle object; but extend themſelves into a generous 
concern for mankind, and ſhed liberal refreſhments on 
all within their reach &. ; 

Ariſe then, thou Sun of Righteouſneſs ; ariſe, with 
healing under thy wings ; and transfuſe thy gentle, 
but penetrating ray, through all our intellectual pow- 
ers. Enlarge every narrow diſpoſition, and fill us with 
a diffuſrve benevolence. Make room in our breaſts for 
the whole human race; and teach us to love all our 
fellow-creatures, for their amiable Creator's ſake. 
May we be pleaſed with their excellencies, and rejoice 
in their happineſs ; but feel their miſeries as our own, 
_ with a brother's ſympathy, haſten to relieve 
them : 


DrseosED at proper diſtances, I obſerve a range of 
ſtrong and lately ſtalks. They ſtand like towers, a- 
long the walls of a fortified city ; or riſe like lofty 
ſpires, amidſt the group of houſes. They part, at the 
top, into ſeveral penſile ſpiky pods: from each of 
which we ſhall ſoon ſee a fine figure diſplaying itſelf ; 
rounded into a form, which conſtitutes a perfect circle; 


ſpread wide open, into the moſt frank and communi- 


cative air; and tinged with the colour which is fo 
peculiarly captivating to the miſer's eye. 
But the property I chiefly admire, is its paſſionate 


fondneſs for the . When the evening ſhades take 


Place, the poor flower droops, and folds up its leaves. 
t mourns all the long night, and pines amidſt the 

loom, like ſome forlorn lover, baniſhed from the ob- 
ject of his affections. No ſooner does Providence 
open © the eyclids of the morning,” but it meets + 
and welcomes the returning light; courts and careſſes 
it, all the day; nor ever loſes ſight of the refulgent 


The prophet, deſcribing the charitable temper, very beau- 
tifully ſays, F thou draw out thy ſoul to the hungry — This, I 
think, may not improperly be illuſtrated by the circumſtances 
obſerved above. The opening of thoſe buds into a large and 
extenſive ſpread, is a pretty portrait of the amplitude of a ge- 
nerous heart; which cannot ſhut up its compaſſion, or remain 
unconcerned at any human calamity. The freeneſs and copi- 
ouſneſs, with which the expanded flowers are continually pour- 
ing out their choiceſt eſſences, may repreſent the various acts 
of an unwearied liberality ; together with thoſe endearing 
words, and that cordial affection, which embalm, as it were, 
a gift, double its value ; and conſtitute what the ſacred pen- 


1622 plan deprompſeris ani. 


+ — — Aa ſuum, quamvis radice tenetur, 


Vertitur ad ſolem. Ov1p. 
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charmer, ſo long as he continues above the horizon. 
la the morning, you may perceive it preſenting a 
golden boſom to the eaſt ; at noon, it points upward 
% the middle ſky; in the evening follows the ſame 
attractive influence to the weſt. 

Surely, Nature is a book, and every page rich with 
ſacred hints. To an attentive mind, the garden turns 
preacher, and its blooming tenants are ſo many lively 
{ermons. What an engaging pattern, and what an 
excellent leſſon, have we here -&, let the redeemed 
of the Lonp le unte ess *, and be conformed to 
their Beloved. Let us all be Heliatropes (it I may uſe 
the expreſſion) to the Sun of Righteouſneſs. Let our 
paſſions riſe and fall; take this courſe or that; as his 
word determines, as his holy example guides. Let us 
be ſo accommodated, both to his commanding and 
providential will, as the wax is turned to the imprint- 
ed ſeal 3 or as the aſpect of this enamoured flower, to 
the ſplendid ſtar, which creates our day. 

In every enjoyment, O thou . Chriſtian, look 
unto sus; receive it as proceeding from his love, 
1nd purchaſed by his agonies f. —In every tribulation 
look unto Jesus; mark his gracious hand, managing 
the ſcourge, or mingling the bitter cup; attempering 
it to a proper degree of ſeverity; adjuſting the time 
of its continuance and ready to make theſe ſeeming 
ditaſters productive of real good. —In every inſirmity 
and failing, look unto JEsus, thy merciful High 
Pricit, pleading his atoning blood, and making inter- 
cttion for tranſgreflors.—In every prayer look unto 
}: 5:8, thy prevailing Advocate, recommending thy 
devotions, and “ bearing the iniquity of thy holy 
„things f. -In every temptation look unto JE 5vU 5, 
the Author of thy ſtrength, and Captain of thy ſalva- 
tion; who alone is able to lift up the hands which 
hang down, to invigorate the enfeebled knees, and 
make thee more than conqueror over all thy enemies. 
— But eſpecially, when the hour of thy departure ap- 
proaches ; when © thy fleſh and thy heart fail;“ when 
all the ſprings of life are irreparably breaking; then 
look unto ſusus with a believing eye ||. Like expiring 
Stephen, behold him ſtanding at the right hand of 
Gop, on purpoſe to ſuccour his people, in this their 
laſt extremity. Yes, my Chriſtian friend, when thy 
journey through lite is finiſhed, and thou art arrived 
on the very verge of mortality; when thou art juſt 
launching out into the inviſible world, and all before 
thee is vaſt eternity ; then, O then, he ſure to look 
itedfaſtly unto Jus s! “ See by faith the Lok pD's 
« CarisT.” View him as the only Way | to the ever- 


lalling manſions; as the + only Door to the abodes of 
blits. 


YoxDER tree, which faces the ſouth, has ſomething 
too remarkable to paſs without obſervation. —Like the 
{ruitful, though teeble vine, the brings forth a large 
family of branches; but, unable to ſupport them 
herſelf, commits them to the tuition of a funny wall. 
As yet the tender twigs have ſcarce gemmed their fu- 
ture bloſſoms. However, I may anticipate the well- 
known productions, and picture to myſelf the paſfun- 


flower 5 Which will, in due time, with a long and co- 


pious ſucceſſion, adorn the boughs. 
L have read, in a Latin author, of flowers inſcribed 
with the namesof kings ++: but here is one emblazoned 


* Heb. xii. 2. 
+ He ſunk beneath our heavy woes, 
To raiſe us to his throne : 
There's net a gift his hand beftows, 
But coft his heart a groan. 
} Exod. xxvili. 38. 


|| Look unto ME, and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth, 
If. xlv. 22. 


WaTTs. 


+ John xiv. 6. 5 John x. 9. 
Dic, quibus in terris inſcripti nomina regum | 
Naſcantur flores ?— | "IRS, 


a FLOW ER-CA,KNIMEN. 
with the marks of the bleeding Prince of life. I read, 


in the inſpired writings, of apoſtolic men, who bore 
about in their bodies, the dying of the LORD JESUS“: 
but here is a b/coming religieſo, that carries apparent me- 
morials of the {ane tremendous and fatal cataſtrophe. 
— Who would have expected to kind ſuch a tragedy 
of wo exhibited in a collection of the moſt delicate 
delights? or to ſee Calvary's horrid ſcene pourtrayed on 
the ſofteſt ornaments of the garden PIs nature then 
actuated by the noble ambition of paying cammemoralive 
honours to her agonizing Sovereign? Is ſhe Kindly of. 
ſicious to remind forgettul mortals of that miracle of 
mercy, which it is their duty to contemplate, and their 
happineſs to belicve ?—Or is a ſportive imagination my 
interpreter ; and all the ſuppoſed reſemblance no ore 
than the precarious gloſs of fancy? Be it ſo: yet even 
fancy has her merit, when the ſets forth, in ſuch pleaſing 
imagery, the crucified Jusus. Nor ſhall I refuſe a willin 
regard to Imagination herſelf, when the employs her 
creative powers to revive the ſenſe of ſuch unparallelled 
love, and prompt my gratitude to ſo divine a friend. 
That fpiral tendril, ariſing from the bottom of the 
ſtalk, is it a repreſentation of the ſcourge, which laſhed 
the Redecmer's unſpotted ficth ; — inflicted thoſe 
ſtripes, by which our ſouls are healed ? or, is it twiſted 
for the cord, which bound his hands in painful and ig- 
nominious conhnement; thoſe beneficent hands, which 
were inceſſantly ſtretched out to unlooſe the heavy 
burdens, and to impart bleflings of every choice kind? 
Behold the nails, which were drenched in his ſacred 
veins, and rivetted his feet to the accurſed tree; thoſe 
beautiful + feet, which always went about doing good; 
and travelled far and near, to ſpread the glad tidings 
of everlaſting ſalvation. See the hammer, ponderous 
and maſſy, which drove the rugged irons through the 
{hivering nerves; and forced a paſſage for thoſe dread- 
ful wedges, between the diſlocated bones. View the 
thorns, which encircled our Royal Maſter's brow, and 
ſhot their keen affiictive points into his bleſſed head. 
O the ſmart! the racking ſmart | when, inſtead of the 
triumphal laurel, or the odoriterous garland, that pun- 
gent and ragged wreath was planted on the meek Meſ- 
ſiah's forehead ! When violent and barbarous blows of 
the ſtrong eaſtern cane }, ſtruck the prickly crown, 
and hxed every thorn deep in his throbbing temples ||! 
— There ſtand the diſciples, ranged in the green impale- 
ment, and forming a circle round the inſtruments of 
their great Commander's death. They appear like ſo 
many faithful adherents, who breathe a gallant reſo- 
lution, either of defending their Loxd to the laſt ex- 
tremity, or of dropping honourably by his ſide. But 
did they give ſuch proofs of zeal and fidelity in their 
conduct, as their ſteady poſture, and determined aſpect, 
ſeem to promiſe? Alas! what is all human firmneſs, 


T4 Cor. Iv. x0: 

+ How beautiful are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publiſbeth peace, that bringeth good tidings of good, that pu- 
bliſbeth jalvation ! If, lii. 7. | he 

They took the reed, ſays the ſacred hiſtorian, and ſinote him 
on the head; © and ſo, as it were, nailed down the thorns in- 
& to his forchead and temples, and occaſioned thereby exqui- 
“ ſite pain, as well as a great effuſion of blood.” Family- 
expofitor, vol. II. ſect. 188.—< It is moſt probable,” adds thc 
ſame judicious critic, “ this was a walking-ſtaff, which they 
put into his hand as a ſceptre; for a blow with a fight reed 
«© would ſcarce have been felt, or have deſerved a mention in 
* a detail of ſuch dreadful ſufferings.” 

The ſmart attending this unparallelled piece of contempt 
and barbarity, muſt be inexpreſſibly ſevere ; not only on ac- 
count of the many painful punctures made in the fleſh, but 
principally, becauſe the perigſteum, an exquilitely ſenſible te- 
gument of the bones, lying, in thoſe parts, very near the ex- 
ternal ſkin, muſt receive a multitude of terrible wounds, The 
anguiſh of which could not fail of being inflamed to an exceſs 
of rage, by the continuance of ſo many thorny lancets in that 
extremely tender membrane; which, in ſuch a caſe, 


— tremblingly alive all ver, 
Muſt ſmart and agonize at ev'ry pore. 
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when deſtitute of ſuccours from above, but an expiring 
vapour ? What 18 every ſaint, if unſup | rted by power- 
ful grace, but an abandoned trailor:- ſerve the glory, 
delineated in double rays, grand with imperial purple, 
and rich with æthereal blue. But ah: how incapable are 
threads, though dipped ſummer's fineſt hand, though 


dyed in ſnows or di in heaven, to diſplay the imma- 
culate excellency of his human, or the ineffable majeſty 
of his divine nature! Compared with theſe ſublime per- 
fections, the moſt vividaſſemblage of colours fades into an 
enmeaning flatneſs; the moſbcharming effects of light and 
ſhade are not only mere daubings, but an abſolute blank. 

Among all the beauties Which ſhine in ſunny robes, 
and ſip the ſilver dews, this, I think, has the nobleſt 
import, if not the fineſt preſence. Were they all to pals 
in review, and expect the award of ſuperiority trom 
my deciſion, I ſhould not heſitate a moment. Be the 
prize aſſigned to this amiable candidate, which has ſo 
eminently ee S and ſo highly dignified her- 
ſelf, by bearing ſuch a remarkable reſemblance to © the 
« righteous Branch; the Plant of Renown “. While 
others appoint it a place in the parterre, I would. tranſ- 
plant the paſſion-flower, or rather transter its ſacred 
ſignificancy, to my heart. There let it bloom, both 
in ſummer and in winter; bloom, in the moſt impreſ- 
ſive characters, and with an undecaying luſtre : that 
I alſo may wear,—wear on my very ſoul, the traces of 
IMMANUEL, pierced for my ſins, and bruiſed for my 
tranſgreſſions: that I alſo may be cructfied with CHRIST, 
at leaſt in penitential remorſe, and affectionate ſympa- 
thy: that I may know the fellotoſbip of his ſufferings | ; 
and feel all my evil affections, wounded by his agonies, 
mortified by his death, 


THERE is another ſubject of the verdant kingdom, 
which, on account of its very uncommon qualities, 
demands my particular notice: one, ſo extremly difli- 
dent in her diſpoſition, and delicate in her conſtitution, 
that ſhe dares not venture herſelf abroad in the open 
air, but is nurſed up in the warmth of a hot-bed, and 
lives cloiſtered in the cells of a pro ous. But the 
moſt curious pecularity is, that, of all her kindred- 
ſpecies, ſhe alone partakes of perceptive life; at leaſt 
advances neareſt to this more exalted ſtate of being, 
and may be looked upon as the link Which —— 
the animal and the vegetable world. A ger, ob- 
ſerving her motions, would almoſt be induced to ſu- 
ſpect, that ſhe is endued with ſome inferior degrees of 
conſciouſneſs and caution. For, if you offer to handle 
this — plant, ſhe immediately takes an alarm; 
haſtily contracts her fibres ; and, hi 
apprehenſions of violence, withdraws from your finger, 
in a kind of precipitate diſorder. Perhaps, the beauty 
of her aſpect might be ſullied, or the niceneſs of her 
texture diſcompoſed, by the human touch. There- 
fore, like a coy virgin, ſhe recedes from all unbeco- 
ming familiarities; and will admit no ſuch improper, 
if not pernicious, freedoms. 

Whatever be the cauſe of this unuſual effect, it ſug- 

eſts an inſtructive admonition to the Chriſtian. Such 
ould be our apprehenſive timorous care, with regard 
to fin, and all, even the moſt diſtant, approaches of 
vice. So ſhould we avoid the very * pay of evil, 
and ſtand aloof from every occaſion of falling.—If ſin- 
ners entice, if forbidden pleaſures tempt, or if op- 
rtunity beckon, with the gain of injuſtice in her 
d; O! turn from the gilded ſnare; touch not the 
beauteous bane; but fly, fly with haſte, fly without 
any delay, from the bewitching ruin.—Does Anger 
draw near with her lighted torch, to kindle the flame 
of reſentment in our breaſts? does Flattery ply our ears, 
with her enchanting and intoxicating whiſpers? would 
Diſcontent lay her leaden hand upon our temper, and 


* $o the bleſſed Inbus is deſcribed, Jer. xxili, 5, Ezet. 


xxxiv. 29. *n os 
f Gal, i. 20. t Phil. wi. 10. 
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49 
mould into our minds her ſour leaven, in order to make 
us a burden to ourſelves, and unamiable to other: ? 
inſtantly let us divert our attention from the danger- 
ous objects; and not ſo much endeavour to antiacte, 
as to ſhun, the moral contagion. Let us revolve in 
our meditations, that wonderful mezkneſs of our diſir ei- 
{cd Maſter, which, amidſt the moſt abuſive and provo- 
king inſults, maintained an uniform tenor of unſhaken 
ſerenity. Let us contemplate that prodigious humilia- 
tion, which brought him, from an infinite height above 
all worlds, to make his bed in the duſt of death. Let 
us ſooth our jarring, our uneaſy paſſions, with the 
remembrance of that chearfulneſs and refignationg which 
rendered him, in the deepeſt poverty, unfeignedl 
thankful ; and, under the heavieſt tribulations, — 
ſubmiſſively patient, 

Harbour not, on any conſideration, the betrayer of 
your virtue. Be deat, inflexibly deaf, to every be- 
guiling ſolicitation. If it obtrude into the unguard- 
ed heart, give it entertainment, no, not for a mo- 
ment. To parley with the enemy, is to open à door 
for deſtruction. Our ſafety conſiſts in flight: and, in 
this caſe, ſuſpicion is the trueſt prudence; fear, the 
greateſt bravery.—Play not on the brink of the preci- 
= Flutter not round the edges of the flame. 

ally not with the ſtings of death. But reject, with 
a becoming mixture of ſolicitude and abhorrence, the 
very firſt inſinuations of iniquity; as cautioully, as 
the /marting ſore ſhrinks even tram the ſofteſt hand; 
as conſtantly, as this jealous plant recgils at the ap- 
proaching touch “. £35 oy 


Nor long ago, theſe curious productions of the 
ſpring were coarſe and miſ-ſhapen roots. Had we 0- 
pened the earth, and beheld them in their ſeed, how 
uncouth and contemptible had their appearance been ! 
But now they are the boaſt of nature, the delight 
of the ſons of men, finiſhed. patterns: for en 
and embroidery, outſhining even th happicſt : 
of the pencil. They are taught to Bloom, but with a 
very inferior luſtre +, in the richeſt tapeſtries, and 
moſt magnificent ſilks. Art never attempts to equal 
their incomparable elegancies ; but places all her me- 
rit, in copying after theſe delicate originals. Even 
thoſe who glitter in ſilver, or whoſe c ing is of 
wrought gold, are deſirous to borrow additipnal or- 

om a ſprig of jeſſamine, n lice aſſem- 
blage of pinks. . IEP rac ſe 
What a fine idea may we form, from hence, of the 


The prophet Jaiab, in an elegant and lively deſcription 
of the upright man, ſays, He ſhaketh his hands from holding of 
bribes ; and, I may add, from practiſing any kind of iniquity. 
The image, excecdingly beautiful, and equally expreſſive, both 
illuſtrates and enforces the doctrine of this whole ſection.— 
Shaketh his hands ; juſt as a perſon would do, who happens to 
have burning coals fall into his lap, or ſome venomous crea- 
ture faſtening upon his fleſh. In ſuch a caſe, none would ſtand 
a moment to conſider, or to debate with himſelf the expedi- 
ency of the thing. He would inſtantly fling off the pernici- 
ous incumbrance ; inſtantly endeavour to diſengage himſelf 
from the clinging miſchief. —1/. xxxiii, 1 5. 

I have repreſented the danger of not extinguiſhing immedi- 
ately the very firſt ſparks of temptation, in a variety of views. 
Becauſe a proper behaviour, in this conjuncture, is of ſuch 
vaſt importance to the purity, the ſafety, and the comfort of 
our minds.—Becauſe,I' had the royal moraliſt in my eye; who, 
deterring his pupils from the path of the wicked, cries, with 
an air of deep concern, and in the language of vehement im- 
portunity, cries ; Avoid it ; paſs not by it; turn from it ; and 
paſt away. How ſtrongly is the counſel urged, by being fo 
frequently repeated; in ſuch a remarkable diverſity of conciſe 
and abrupt, conſequently of forcible and prefling admonitions l 


Prov, iv. 15. 


+ The cowſlip ſmiles io brighter yell dreſt, 


Than that which veils th r "ny 
A fairer red ſtands bluſhing in the role, _ 
Than that which on the — veſtments flow. 
: Pon Sol. 
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reſurreflion of the juſt, and the ſtate of their reanima- 
ted bodies! As the roots cven of our choicelt flowers, 
when depolited in the ground, are rude and ungrace- 
ful; but, when they ſpring up into blooming life, are 
moſt elegant and ſplendid; fo the fleſh of a ſaint, when 
committed to the duſt, alas! what is it? A heap of 
corruption ; a maſs of putrefying clay. But, whea it 
obeys the great archangel's call, and ſtarts into a new 
exifierice\ what an aſtoniſhing change enſues ! what a 
moſt ennobling improvement takes place!—That which 
was ſown in weakneſs, is raiſed in all the vivacity of 

er. That which was ſown in deformity, is raiſed in 
the bloom of celeſtial beauty. Exalted, refined, 
and glorified, it will ſhine “ as the brightneſs of the 
« firmament, ” when it darts the inimitable blue 
through the fleeces—the ſnowy fleeces of ſome clea- 
ving cloud. 

Fear not, then, thou faithful Chriſtian ; fear not, 
at the appointed time, to deſcend into the tomb. Thy 
foul thou mayſt truſt with thy omnipotent Redeemer, 
Who is Loko of the unſeen world; “ who has 
« the keys of nell, and of death.” Moſt ſafely mayſt 
thou trult thy better part, in thoſe beneficent hands, 
which were pierced with nails, and faſtened to the 1g- 
nominious trec, for thy ſalvation.—With regard to 
thy earthly tabernacle, be not diſmayed. It is taken 
down, only to bc rebuilt upon a diviner plan, and in 
a more heavenly form. If it retires into the ſhadow 
of death, and lies immured in the gloom of the grave; 
it is only to return, from a ſhort conſinement, to end- 
leſs liberty. If it falls into diſſolution, it is in order 
to riſe more illuſtrious from its ruins; and wear an infi- 


nitely brighter face of perfection, and of glory . 


Having now made my panegyrics let me next take 
up a lamentation, for theſe ovelieſt productions of the 
vegetable world. — For I foreſee their approaching 


doom. Yet a little while, and all thefe pleaſing ſcenes 


vaniſh. Yet a little while, and all the ſweets of the 
breathing, all the beauties of the blooming ſpring, 
are no more. Every one of theſe amiable forms mult 
be ſhrivelled to deformity, and trodden to the earth. 
Significant reſemblance this of all created beauty 
All fleſh is graſs ; like the green herbage, liable and 
prone to fade. Nay, all the goodlineſs thereof, its fineſt 
accompliſhments, and what the world univerſally ad- 
mires, is as the flower of the field , which loſes its 
gloſs, decays and periſhes, more ſpeedily than the 
ſs itſelf. — Behold then, ye brighteſt among the 
aughters of Eve ; behold yourſelves, in this glaſs. 
See the charms of your perſon eclipſed, by the luſtre of 
theſe little flowers; and the frailty of your ate repre- 
ſented, I by their tranſient glories. A fever may 


The wiſe, the juſt, the pious, and the brave, 
Live in their deaths, and flouriſh from the grave. 
Grain hid in earth, repays the peaſant's care, 
And ev'ning-ſuns but ſet to riſe more fair. 

| + If. xl. 6. 

4 Kat To % xanov u, xa 0 xporog culo kccrpmiver 
Kai To o Kanov r oy tap, xa Taxu ynpe* 
Atvkov ro xpivey 654, warpeeiveler avixee wirly” 
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The reader will excuſe me, if I imitate, rather than tran/- 
late, theſe lines from Theocritus ; if I vary one image, add an- 
other, and give a new turn to the whole. ' 

When ſnows deſcend and robe the fields 
In winter's * array; | 

Touch'd by the fun, the luſtre fades, 
And weeps itſelf away. 8 


When ſpring appears; when violets blow, 
And ſhed a rich perfume; 2 
How ſoon the fragrance breaths its laſt! 
Ho ſhort-liv'd is the bloom 1 
Fireſh in the morn, the ſummer- roſe 
Hlangs with ring ere tis non; 
We ſcarce enjoy the balmy gift, 
But mourn the pleaſure gone. 


it repeated viſtts, and are never 
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ſcorch thoſe poliſhed veins; a conſumption may ema- 
ciate the dimpling cheeks ; and a load of unexpected 
forrows depreſs thoſe lively ſpirits. Or ſhould theſe 
diſaſters, in pity, ſpare the tender frame; yet age, 
inexorable zge and wrinkles, will aſſuredly come at 
lait ; wilt wither all the fine features, and blaſt every 
ſprightly grace. 

Then, ye fair, when thoſe ſparkling eye sare dark. 
ened, and fink in their orbs; when they are rolling 
in agonies, or ſwimming in death; how will you tu. 
tain the affliction? how wilt you repair the loſs 7-—Ap. 
ply your thoughts to religion. Attend to the ane 
thing needful. Believe in, and imitate, the bleſſed Ju- 
sus. Then ſhall your ſouls mount up to the realms 
of happineſs, when the welkproportioned clay is min- 
gling with its mean inal The light of, Gop's 
countenance will irradiate, with matchleſs and con- 
ſummate perfection, all their exalted faculties. Clean- 
ſed entirely from every dreg of corruption, like ſome 
unſullied mirror, they will reflect the complete image 
of their Creator's holineſs.— O! that you would thus 
drefs your minds, and prepare for the immortal ſtate! 
Then, from ſhining among your fellow-creatures on 
earth, you ſhall be tranſlated, to ſhine around the 
throne of Gop. Then, from being the ſweeteners of 
our life, and the delight of our eyes here below ; you 
ſhall paſs, by an cafy tranſition, into angels of light ; 
and become “ an everlaſting excellency, the joy of 
„ all generations.“ 


TES ; ye ons nations, ye muſt all decay. Vonder 
lily, that looks like the queen of the gay creation. 
ſee, how gracefully it erects its majeſtic head! What 
an air of dignity and grandeur ennobles its aſpect ! 
For elevated mien, as well as for incomparable luſtre, 
ow may it be preferred to the magnificent monarch 
of the Eaſt “. But, all ſtately and charming as it is, 
it will hardly ſurvive a few more days. That un- 
| mg whitenefs muſt quickly be tarniſhed, and the 

owy form defiled in the duſt. 

As the lily *** with the noble fimplicity of its 


appearance; the fulip is admired, for the gaiety and 
multiplicity of its colours. Never was cup either 


Fon or enamelled with fuch a profuſion of dyes. 
s tinges are ſo glowing, its contraſts fo ſtrong, and 
the arrangement of them both ſo elegant and artful ! 
—” Twas lately the pride of the border, and the reign- 
ing beauty of the delightful ſeaſon ; as exquiſitely 
fine as the rainbow, and almoſt as extremely tranſient. 
It ſpread, for a little moment, its glittering plumage ; 
but has, now, laid all its variegated and 10 or ho- 
nours down. Thoſe radiant ſtripes are blended, alas! 
rudely blended with common mould. 

To a graceful ſhape, and blooming complexion, the 
roſe adds a moſt agreeable perfume. Our noſtrils make 
weary of drinking in 
its ſweets. A fragrance, ſo peculiarly rich and revi- 
ving, tranſpires from its opening tufts, that every one 
covets its acquaintance. How have I ſeen even the 
accompliſhed Charifſa, for whom ſo many votaries 
languith, fondly careſſing this little flower! That love- 
ly boſom, which is the ſeat of innocence and virtue; 
whoſe leaſt excellency it is, to rival the delicay of the 


With gliding fire, an evening-ſtar 
R Streaks the autumnal ſkies ; 

hook from the ſphere, it darts away, 
And, in an inſtant, dies, , 


Such are the charms that fluſh the cheek, 
And ſparkle in the eye: - | 
So, from the lovely finiſh'd form 

The tranſient graces fly, _ ; | 


To this the ſeaſons, as they roll, 
'Their atteſtation bring : 

They warn the fair; their ev'ry.roond 1 » 
Confirms the truth I ſing, f | 


* Math. vi, 29. * 


& ſhows; among a thouſand charms of its own, 
— 10 poſlible to © Jopt another from the damaſk 
roſe-bud. Yet even this univerſal favourite muſt fail. 
Its native balm cannot preſerve it from putrefaction. 
Soon, ſoon, mult it reſign all thole endearing qualities; 
and hang neglected on its ſtem, or drop deſpiſed to 
the ground. ry ; 

One could wiſh, methinks, theſe moſt amiable of 
the inanimate race, a longer exiſtence : but in vain. 
They fade almoſt as ſoon as they Hauri. Within lels 
than a month their glories are extinct. Let the ſun 
take a few more journeys through the ſky ; then viſit 
this enchanting walk; and you will find nothing but 
2 wretched wilderneſs of ragged or naked ſtalks. But 
(my ſoul exults in the thought) the garment of celeſtial 
zlory, which ſhall ere long array the reanimated body, 
will never wax old. The illuſtrious robes of a Saviour's 
conſummate righteouſneſs, which even now adorn the 
juſtified ſpirit, are incorruptible and immortal. No 
moth can corrode their texture; no number of ages 
ſully their brightneſs. The light of day may be 
quenched, and all the ſtars fink in obſcurity ;- but the 
honours of “ juſt men made perfect“ are ſubject to 
no diminution. Inextinguiſhable and untading is the 
luſtre of their crown. 


YES; ye flowery nations, ye muſt all decay. Win- 
ter, like ſome enraged and irreſiſtible conqueror, that 
carries fire and ſword where-ever he advances; that 
demoliſhes towns ; depopulates countries ; ſpreads 
{laughter and deſolation on every fide ;—ſo, juſt ſo, 
will Winter, with his ſavage and unrelenting blaſts, 
invade this beautiful proſpect. The ſtorms are gather- 
ing, and the tempeſts muſtering their rage, to fal up- 
on the vegetable kingdoms. They will ravage through 
the dominions of nature; and plunder her riches, and 
lay waſte her charms. — Then, ye trees, muſt you 
ſtand ſtript of your verdant apparel ; and, ye fields, 
be ſpoiled of your waving treaſures. Then, the earth, 
diſrobed of all her gay attire, muſt fit in fables, like a 
diſconſolate widow. The ſun too, who now rides in 
triumph round the world, and ſcatters gaiety from his 
radiant eye, will then look faintly from the windows 
of the ſouth; and, caſting a ſhort glance on our de- 
jected world, will leave us to the uncomfortable gloom 
of tedious nights.—Then, theſe pretty choriſters of the 
air will chant no more to the gentle gales; the lark, 
the linnet, and all the feathered ſongſters, abandon 
their notes, and indulge their woes. The harmony of 
the woods is at an end; and ſilence, (unleſs it be in- 
terrupted by howling winds), a ſullen ſilence, ſits 
brooding upon the boughs; which are now made vo- 
cal, by a thouſand warbling throats. 

But (fweet recollection! raviſhing expectation )) the 
ſongs of ſaints in light never admit a pauſe for ſadneſs, 
All heaven will reſound with the melody of their gra- 
titude ; and all eternity echo to their triumphant ac- 
clamations. The Hallelujahs of that world, and the 
harmonious joy of its inhabitants, will be as laſting 
as the divine perfections they celebrate.—Come then, 
holy love, and tune my heart ; deſcend, celeſtial fire, 
and touch my tongue ; that I may ſtand ready to ſtrike 


up, and bear my part, in that- great hoſanna, that e- 
verlaſting wha . me n 


YES; yes; ye flowery nations, ye muſt all decay.— 
And, indeed, could you add the ek, of an _ 


or the ſtability of a pyramid *, to all the delicacy of 
your texture ; yet 


* I know not any performance, in which the tranſitory na- 
ture of theſe moſt durable monuments of human grandeur, is 
hinted with ſuch a modeſt air of inſtruction, or their hideous 
ruin deſcribed in ſuch a pomp of pleaſing horror, as in a ſmall, 
but ſolemn, pictureſque, and majeſtic poem, entitled — TE 

INS OF Roux, written by the Rev. Mr DyEx : whom 
che reader (if he has the pleaſure of peruſingthat beautiful piece) 
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ort, exceeding ſhort, even then 


Cl 


would your duration be. For / fe that all things come 
to an end. The pillars of nature are tottering. The 
foundations of the round world are falling away. 
„ The heavens themſelves wax old like a garment.” — 
But, amidſt theſe views of general ruin, here is our 
refuge; this is our conſolation; We know that our Re- 
deemer livetb. Thy years, blctied JESGs, ſhall not 
fail. From everlaſting to everlaſting, thou art ſtill the 
ſame; the ſame moſt excellent and adorable perſon; 
the ſame omnipotent and faithful friend; the ſame all- 
ſufficient and ineſtimable portion. O! may we but 
partake of thy merits; be ſanctified by W grace; 
and received into thy glory! Then periih, if ye will, 
all inferior delights. Let all that is /p/endid in the 
ſkies expire; and all that is amiable in nature be ex- 
punged. Let the whole extent of creation be turned 
a gain into one undiſtinguithable void, one univerſal 
blank. — et, if GoD be ours, we thall have enough. 
If Gop be ours, we {hall have /, and abound “; all 
that our circumſtances can want, or our wiſhes crave 

to make us inconccivably bleſſed and happy; bleſſe 

and happy, not only through this little interval of 
time, but through the unmeaſurable revolutions of e- 
ternity. 


Tux ſun is now come forth in his ſtrength, and beats 
fiercely upon my throbbing pulſe. Let me retire to 
onder inviting arbour. There the woodbines retain the 
ucid drop; there the jeſſamines, which line the ver- 
dant alcove, are ſtill impearled, and deliciouſly wet 
with dews. Welcome, ye refreſbing ſhades I feel, I 
feel, your chearing influence. My languid ſpirits re- 
vive; the ſlackened ſinews are new ſtrung ; and life 
bounds briſker through all her crimſon channels. 
Reclined on this moſly couch, and ſurrounded by 
this fragrant coldneſs, let me renew my aſpirations to 
the ever-preſent Deity. Here let me remember, and 
imitate, the pious Auguſtine, and his mother Monica ; 
who, being engaged in diſcourſe on the beauties of the 
viſible creation, roſe, by theſe ladders, to the glories 
of the inviſible ſtate ; till my were inſpired with the 
moſt afßfecting ſenſe of their ſupereminent excellency, 
and actuated with the moſt ardent breathings after their 
full enjoyment : inſomuch that they were almoſt rapt up 
into the bliſs they contemplated ; and ſcarce * knew, 
« whether they were in the body, or out of the body.” 


Wren tempeſts toſs the ocean; when plaintive ſig- 
nals of diſtreſs are heard from the bellowing deep; and 
melancholy tokens of ſhipwreck come floating on the 
foaming ſurge ; then how delightful to ſtand ſafe on 
ſhore, and hug one's ſelf in conſcious ſecurity f 
When a glut of waters burits from ſome mighty torrent, 
ruſhes headlong over all the neighbouring plains, 
ſweeps away the helpleſs cattle, and drives the affrighted 
ſhepherd from his hut ; then, from the top of a diſtant 


will eafily perceive to have taken his draughts from the origi- 
nals themſelves ; as nothing but the {ig ht of thoſe magnificent 


remains, could have inſpired his lines with ſuch vivacity.— As 
a ſpecimen of the work, and a confirmation of the remark 
ſuggeſted above, I take leave to tranſcribe the following paſſ- 
age: 
4 ——The pilgrim oft, 
At dead of night, mid his oraiſon hears 
Aghaſt the voice of time, diſpdrting tow'rs, 
Tumbling all precipitate down daſh'd, 
Rattling around, loud thund'ring to the moon. 


* His hand the good man faſtens on the ſkies, 
And bids earth roll, nor feels the idle whirl. 

Night- Thoughts, Ne IV. 
+ As Lucretius gave the hint for theſe obſervations, ſo he 
aſſigns the reaſon of the pleaſure ſpecified. It ariſes, not from 
the conſiderations of another's miſery : this would argue the 
rankeſt malevolence: but from the agreeable contemplation of 
our own perſonal /afety ; which, while we viewcircumſtances that 
are pernicious to others, but harmleſs to ourſelves, is not a lit- 

tle heightened by the contraſt, Suave mari magno, &cc. 


— 
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eminence, to deſcry the danger we need not fear ; how 
pleaſing !—Such, methinks, is my Pros ſituation. For 
now the ſun blazes from on high : the air glows with 


his Hire: the fields are rent with chinks: the roads are 


ſcorched to duſt : the woods ſeem to contract a ſickly 
aſpect, and a ruſſet hue : the travcller, broiled as he 
rides, haſtens to his inn, and intermits his journey: 
the labourer, bathed in ſweat, drops the ſithe, and de- 
fiſts from his work: the cattle flee to ſome ſhady co- 
vert, or elſe pant and toſs under the burning noon. 
Even the ſtubborn rock, fmit with the piercing beams, 
is ready to cleave. All things languiſb beneath the 
dazzling deluge. — While I thatl enjoy a cool hour, and 
calm reflection, amidſt the gloom of this bowery receſs, 
which ſcarce admits one ſpeck of ſunſhine. 

Thus, may both the flock, and their ſhepherd, dwell 
beneath the defence of the Moſt High, and abide under the 
adio of the Almighty *. Then, though + the peſtilence 
walketh in akne, and the ſictnaſi deſtroyeth at noon- 
day; though thonſands fall beſide us, and ten thou- 
ſands at our right hand ; we need fear no evil. Either 
the deſtroying angel ſhall paſs oVer our houſes ; or elle 
he ſhall diſpenſe the corrections of a friend, not the 
ſcourges of an enemy; which, inſtead of hurting us, 
ſhall work for our good. — Then, though profaneneſs 
and infidelity, far more malignant evils, breathe deadly 
contagion, and taint the morals of multitudes around 
us; yet, if the great Father of ſpirits “ hide us in 
« the hollow of his hand,” 1 _ hold faſt our in- 

egrity, and be faithful unto death. 

: . deareſt LoD, O! let thy ſervant, and the 
people committed to his care, be received into thy pro- 
tection, Let us take ſanctuary under that Tree of Life, 
erected in thy ignominions crofs. Let us fly for ſafety 
to that City of Refuge, opened in thy bleeding wounds. 
Theie ſhall be a facred hiding-place, not to be pierced 
by the flames of divine wrath, or the fiery darts of 
temptation. Thy dying merits, and perfect obedience, 

be to our ſouls, as rivers of water in a dry. place, 


or as the ſhadow of a great rock in a weary land}. 


Bur moſt of all, in that /aft tremendous day, when 
the heavens are rent aſunder, and wrapped up like 
a ſcroll ; when thy -almighty arm ſhall arreſt the ſun 
in his career, and daſh to pieces the ſtructure of 
the univerſe ; when the dead, both ſmall and great, 
ſhall be gathered before the throne of thy glory ; and 
the fates of all mankind hang on the very point of a 
final irreverſible deciſion: then, blefſed JIESdvs, let us 
be owned by thee, and we ſhall not be aſhamed ; de- 
fended by thee, and we ſhall not be afraid. O! may 
we, at that awful, that unutterably important junc- 
ture, be covered with the wings of thy redeeming 
love, and we ſhall behold all the horrible convulſions 
of expiring nature, with compoſure, with comfort! 
We ſhall even welcome the diſſolution of all things, as 
the times of refreſhing from the preſence of the Lo xo ||. 


THERE are, I perceive, who ſtill attend the flowers ; 


and, in defiance of the fun, ply their work on every 
expanded bloſſom. 'The bees I mean; that nation of 
chymiſts! to whom nature has communicated the rare 
and valuable ſecret, of enriching themſelves, without 
impoveriſhing others; who extract the moſt delicious 
ſyrup from every fragrant herb, without wounding 


its ſubſtance, or diminiſhing its odours.—I take the 


more notice of theſe ingenious operators, becauſe I 
would willingly make them my pattern 4. While the 


gay butterfly flutters her painted wings, and ſips a lit- 


* Pfal. xci. 1. | 
+ This was written, when a very infectious and mor tal diſ- 


_ temper raged in the neighbourtiood, 


1 + If, xxxii. 2. | 
+ — — Ego apir matinæ 


More modoque 


GBrata carpentis thyma. Hor, 


Acts iu. 19. 


tle fantaſtic delight, only for the preſent moment; 
while the gloomy Hider, worſe than idly buſied, is 
preparing his inſidious nets for deſtruction, or ſucking 
venom Even from the moſt wholeſome plants; this fru- 
gal community are wiſely employed in providing for 
tuturity, and collecting a copious ſtock of the moſt 
balmy treaſures.—And O! might theſe meditations 
fink into my foul! would the G o Db, who ſuggeſted 
each heavenly tllouglit, vouchſaſe to convert it into 
an eſtabliſted principle, to determine all my inclinati- 
ons, and regulate my wliole conduct! I ſhould, then, 
gather advantages from the ſame blooming objects, 
more precious than your golden ſtorcs, ye induſtrious 
artiſts. I alſo ſhould go home, laden with the richeſt 
ſweets, and the noble/} ſpoils, though I crop not a leaf, 
nor call a ſingle flower my own. 


Hexe I behold, aſſembled in one view, almoſt all the 
various beauties which have been feverally entertain- 
ing my imagination. The var, ſtruck through an 
ancient wood, or formed by rows of venerable elms ; 
conducting the ſpectator's obſervation to ſome remark- 
able object; or leading the traveler's footſteps to this 
delightful ſeat :—The walls, enriched with fruit-trees, 
and faced with a covering of their leafy extenſions ; 1 
ſhould rather have ſaid, hung with different pieces of 
nature's nobleſt tapeſtry :—The walks, neatly ſhorn, 
and lined with verdure ; or finely ſmoothed, and coat- 
ed with gravel :—The alleys, arched with ſhades, to 
embower our noon-tide repoſe; or thrown open for 
the free acceſſion of air, to invite us to our evening- 
recreation: Ihe decent edgings of box, which incloſe, 
like a plain ſelvage, each beautiful compartment, and 
its ſplendid figures: — The ſhapely evergreens, and 


flowering ſhrubs, which ſtrike the eye, and appear with 


peculiar dignity, in this diſtant ſituation :—The baſen, 
with its cryſtal fount, floating in the centre, and dif- 
fuſing an agreeable freſhneſs through the whole: The 
waters, falling from a remote caſcade, and gently mur- 
turing, as they flow along the pebbles :—The/e, added to 
the reſt, and all ſo diſpoſed, that each recommends and 
endears each, render the whole a moſt ſweet raviſhin 
ſcene of order and variety, of elegance and magnih- 
cence. | 

From ſo many lovely proſpects, cluſtering upon the 
ſight, it is impoſlible not to be reminded of Heaven, 
that world of bliſs, thoſe regions of light, where the 
Lamb that was ſlain manifeſts his beatiſic preſence, and 
his ſaints live for evermore.—But O! what pencil can 
ſketch out a draught of that goodly land? What co- 
lours, or what ſtyle, can expreſs the ſplendors of Iu- 
MANUEL's kingdom! Would ſome celeſtial hand 
draw aſide the veil, but for one moment; and permit 
us to throw a ſingle glance on thoſe divine abodes; 
how would all ſublunary poſſeſſions become tarniſhed in 
our eyes, and grow flat upon our taſte! A glimpſe, a 
tranſient glimp 
captivate our ſouls, and engroſs all their faculties. Eden 
itſelf, after ſuch a viſion, would appear a chearleſs de- 
ſert; and all earthly charms intolerable deformity. 


Very excellent things are ſpoken of thee, thou city of 


Gop *. Volumes have been written, and thoſe by 


inſpired men, to diſplay the wonders of thy perfections. 


All that is rich and reſplendent in the viſtble creation, 
has been called in to aid our conceptions, and elevate 
our ideas. But, indeed, no tongue can utter, no pen 
can deſcribe, no fancy can imagine, what G op, of his 
unbounded munificence, has prepared for them that 
love him.—Seeing then that all terreſtrial things muſt 
come to a ſpeedy end; and there remaineth a reſt, a 
bliſsful and everlaſting reſt, for the people of Goo; 
let me never be too fondly attached to any preſent ſa- 
tisfactions. Weaned from whatever is temporal, may 


„ Pſal. IXxxvii. 2. 


ro ee. ; 
4 7 y "a 


e of thoſe unutterable beatitudes, would 


re 


* 


my 


maintain a ſuperior indifference for ſuch tranſitory 
— but long, long earneſtly, for the ae þ 
ſions that are above; the paradiſe, Which 1 
« hath planted, and not man.“ Thither may I tranſ- 
mit the chief of my converſation ; and from thence ex- 


werful magnet, which ever influences my heart, e- 
ver attracts my affections. There are ſuch tranſcendent 
glories, as eye has not ſeen ; there are ſuch tranſporting 

leaſures, as ear has not heard; here is ſuch a fulneſs 
of joys, as the thought of man cannot conceive. 


Ix ro that conſummate felicity, thoſe eternal frui- 
tions, permit me, Madam, to wiſh you, in due time, 
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an abundant entrance; and to aſſure you, that this with 
is breathed, with the ſame ſinceri ro ardor, for my 
. honoured correſpondent, as it Is, ADAM, for wy 


. 
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the whole of my happineſs. Be that the ſacred, 


Tour moſt obedient, &c. 


JAMES Hemxvsy. 
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With joy, with grief, that healing hand I ſee; 
The ſkies it form'd, and yet it bled for me. 


Night-Thoughts, Ne IV. 
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JEW F the reader pleaſes to look back on page 


44. he will find me engaged, by a promiſe 
NZ fry note, to ſubjoin a DESCANT upon 
WI CREATION. | 
To know the love of CHRIST; to have ſuch a deep 
apprehenſion of his unſpeakable kindneſs, as may 
produce in our hearts an adoring gratitude, and an 
unfeigned faith; this, according to St Paul's eſti- 
mate, is the higheſt and happieſt attainment in the 
facred ſcience of Chriſtianity X. What follows, is an 
attempt to aſſiſt the attentive mind, in learning a line 
or two of that beſt and greateſt leſſon. It introduces 
the moſt conſpicuous parts of the viſible ſyſtem, as 
ſo many prompters to our dull affections; each ſuggeſt- 
ing a hint, adapted to the important occaſion, and 
ſuited to its reſpective character. 

Can there be a more powerful incentive to devout 
gratitude, than to conſider the magnificent and deli- 
cate ſcenes of the univerſe, with a particular reference 
to Cukis r, as the Creator? Every object, viewed in 
this light, will ſurely adminiſter inceſſant recruits to 
the languiſhing lamp of divine love. Every produc- 
tion in nature will ſtrike a ſpark into the ſoul; and 
the whole creation concur to raiſe the ſmoking flax 
8 iro the beli 

an any thing im a tron oy to the believer, 
or more effe — 4 Dis faith in the crucified 
IEsus, than to behold the heavens declaring his glory, 
and the firmament ſhewinghis handy- work? Surely, it 
muſt be matter of inexpreſſible conſolation to the poor 


finner, to obſerve the honours of his Redeemer, writ- 

ten with ſun-beams, over all the face of the world. 

We delight to read an account of our incarnate 

JrHovan, as he is revealed in the books of Moſes and 

the prophets, as he is diſplayed in the writings of 
* Eph. ii. 19. 


e the field of Zoan ;” 


the evangeliſts and apoſtles. Let us alſo endeavour to 


ſee 2 ſketch of his perfections, as they ſtand delineated 


in that. ſtately volume, where every leaf is a ſpacious 
any—every ine, a flowing brook,—every period, a 


lofty mountain. 


Sbould any of my readers be unexerciſed in ſuch 
ſpeculations, I beg leave (in purſuance of my promiſe) 
to preſent them with a ſpecimen; or to offer a clue, 
which may poſſibly lead their minds into this moſt 
improving and delightful train of thinking. 

Should any be inclined to ſuſpect the ſolidity of the 
following obſervations, or to condemn them, as the 
voice of rant, and the lawleſs flight of fancy; I muſt 
entreat ſuch perſons to recollect, that the grand doc- 
trine, the hinge on which they all turn, is warranted 
and eſtabliſhed by the unanimous teſtimony of the 
inſpired penmen ; who frequently celebrate IMM A- 
NUEL, or CHRIST JESUS, as the great almighty 
cauſe of all; aſſuring us, that all things were created 
by him, and for him ; and that in him al 

On ſuch a ſubjet, what is wonderful, 
being extravagant. To be wonderful, is the inſepa- 
rable characteriſtic of Gop and his works; eſpecially 
of that moſt diſtinguiſhed and glorious even of the 
divine works, REDEMPTION ; ſo glorious, that 
all the miracles in Egypt, and the marvellous acts in 
that the Jewiſh annals have 
recorded, or the human ear has heard; all dwindle into 
trivial events, are ſcarce worthy to be remembered , 
in compariſon of this infinitely grand and infinitely 

cious tranſaction.—Kindled, 9 ey into plea- 
ling aſtoniſhment, by ſuch a ſurvey, let me give full 
{cope to my meditations. Let me pour out my whole 


* Col. i. 16. 17. Before my reader enters upon the fol- 
lowing Deſcant, 
"+" TP 4 If. »liui. 18, | 


things conſiſt *. 


is far from 


he is defired to peruſe the note, page 43. 
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on the boundleſs ſubject ; not much regardin 
> 6 knits, which cold criticiſm, or colder unbelief, 


might preſcribe. 


O vs angelt, that ſurround the throne; ye princes 
of heaven, © that excel in ſtrength,” and are clothed 
with tranſcendent brightneſs ; He, who placed you in 
thoſe ſtations of exalted honour, and dignified your 
nature with ſuch illuſtrious endowments ; He, whom 
you all obey, and all adore: HE took not on him the 
angelic form, but was made fleſh, and found in faſhion 
25 a man. Like us wretched mortals, He was ſubject 
to wearineſs, pain, and every infirmity, ſin only ex- 
cepted; that we might, one day, be raiſed. to your 
ſublime abodes; be adopted into your bliſsful ſociety; 
and join with your tranſported choir, in giving glory 
to HIM that ſitteth upon the throne, and to the 
LAM B for ever and ever “. 


O vn heavens, whoſe azure arches riſe immenſely 


high, and ſtretch unmeaſurably wide; ſtupendous am- 


hitheatre! amidſt whoſe vaſt expanſive circuit, orbs 


of the moſt dreadful grandeur are perpetually running 
their amazing races: unfathomable depths of æther! 


where worlds unnumbered float; and, to our limited 


ſight, worlds unnumbered are loſt :—He, who adjuſted 
your dimenſions with bis ſpan, and tormed the mag- 
nificent ſtructure with his word ; H E was once wrapt 
in ſwaddling-cloaths, and laid in a manger :—that the 
benefits accruing to his people, through his molt meri- 
torious humiliation, might have no other meaſure of 
their value than immenſity ; might run parallel, in 
their duration, with eternity. 


VE ars, that beam with inextinguiſhable brilliancy, 
through the midnight-ſky ; oceans of flame, and cen- 
tres of worlds, though ſeemingly little points of light! 
—He, who ſhone, with eſſential effulgence, innumer- 
able ages, before your twinkling tapers were kindled; 
and will ſhine with everlaſting majeſty and beauty, 
when your places in the firmament ſhall be known no 
more: HE was involved, for many years, in the deep- 
eſt obſcurity ; lay concealed in the 3 12 es city 
Nazareth ; lay 2 under the mean habit of a 
carpenter's ſon: — that he might plant the heavens þ 
as it were, with new conſtellations; and array theſe 
clods of earth, theſe houſes of clay, with a radiancy 
far ſuperior to yours; a radiancy, which will adorn 
the very heaven of heavens, when you ſhall vanith a- 
way like ſmoke f; or expire as momentary ſparks from 
the ſmitten ſteel. | | . 


COMETS, that ſometimes ſhoot into the illimit- 
able tracts of æther, farther than the diſcernment of 
our eye is able to follow; ſometimes return from the 
long, long excurſion, and ſweep our affrighted hemi- 
{ſphere with your enormous fiery 
make near approaches to the ſun, and burn almoſt in 
his immediate beams ; ſometimes retire to the remoteſt 
diſtance, and freeze, for ages, in the exceſſive rigours 
of winter :—He, who, at his ſovereign pleaſure, with- 
draws the blazing wonder ; or leads forth the porten- 
tous ſtranger, to ſhake terror over guilty kingdoms ; 
HE was overwhelmed with the moſt ſhocking amaze- 
ment, and plunged into the deepeſt anxiety ; was chill- 


» Rev. v. 13. + II. li. 16. | 

t Alluding to a paſſage in Jaiah, which is, I think, grand 
and elevated * all compariſon. Lit up your eyes to the 
heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens ſhall 
vaniſh away like ſmoke, and the earth ſball wax old like a gar- 
ment, and they that duell therein ſhall die like the feeble inſect: 
but my 1 all be for ever, and my ſalvation ſball 
not be aboliſhed, If. li. 6. — With the great Vitringa, I tranſ- 
late the words 13 WJ not, in like manner; but, like the feeble 


ect. Which renders the period more complete; the ſenſe 


pore emphatical : and is more agreeable to the genius of the 
«cred original, | f a 


into dimneſs, and 
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ed with apprehenſions of fear, and ſcorched by the 
flames of avenging wrath :—that I, and other 


ved rebellious creatures, might not be eternally agitated 


with the extremes of jarring paſſions ; oppoſite, yet, 


on either ſide, tormenting; far more tormenting to 
the ſoul, than the ſevereſt degrees of your heat and 
cold to the human ſenſe. 


Ye planets, that, winged with unimaginable ſpeed, 
traverſe the regions of the ſky; ſometimes climbing 
millions and millions of miles above, ſometimes de- 
ſcending as far below, the great axle of your motions : 
ye, that are ſo minutely faithful to the viciſſitudes of 
day and night; ſo exactly punctual in bringing on the 
changes of ——＋ reſpective ſeaſons: He, who launch- 
ed you, at firſt, from his mighty arm; who continual- 
ly impels you with ſuch wonderful rapidity, and guides 
you with ſuch pw regularity ; who fixes © the ha- 
« bitation of his holineſs, and his 7,” infinite 
heights above your ſcanty rounds: HE once became 
a helpleſs infant, ſojourned in our inferior world, fled 
from the perſecutor's ſword, and wandered as a vaga- 
band in a foreign land :—that he night lead our feet 
into the way of peace; that he might bring us aliens 
near to G o p, bring us exiles home to heaven. 


Trov ſun, inexhauſted ſource of light, and heat, 
and comfort! without whoſe preſence an univerſal 
gloom would enſue, and horror inſuppertable; who, 
without the aſſiſtance of any other fire, ſheddeſt day 
through a thouſand realms; and, not confining thy 
munificence to realms only, extendeſt thy enlightening 
influences to ſurrounding worlds: prime chearer of 
the animal, and great enlivener of the vegetable tribes ! 
ſo beautiful in thyſelf, ſo beneficial in thy effects, that 
erring Heathens addreſſed thee with adorations, and 
miſtook thee for thy Maker — He, who filled thy orb 
with a profulion of Jute ; luſtre, in its dire& emana- 
tions, unſufterably a> ith but, rebated by thy reflec- 
tion, delightfully mild: He, before whom thy meri- 
dian ſplendors are but a ſhade ; whoſe love transfuſed 
into thy heart, is infinitely more exhilarating, than e- 
ven the ſweet and clear ſhining after the rain: -H E di- 
veſted himſelf of his dltrankendiog diſtinctions, and 
drew a veil over the effulgence of his divinity ; that, 
by ſpeaking to us, face to face, as a man ſpeaketh un- 
to his friend, he might diſpel our intellectual darkneſs. 
His © viſage was marred *“, and he became the ſcorn 
of men, the outcaſt of the people; that, by this manij- 
feſtation of his unutterably tender 7 or our wel- 
fare, he might diffuſe many a gleam of joy through our 
dejected minds: that, in another ſtate of things, he 
might clothe even our fallen nature, with the honours 
of that magniſicent luminary; and give all the righ- 
teous to ſhine forth as the fun, in the kingdom of their 


train; that ſometimes Te: 


Tnov moon, that walkeſt among the hoſt of ſtars, 
and, in thy lucid appearance, art ſuperior to them all: 
fair ruler of the night! ſometimes half-reſtoring the 
day, with thy waxin 2 ſometimes wani 

arcely ſcattering the nocturna 
gloom ; ſometimes covered with fackcloth, and alarm- 
ing the gazing nations —He, who dreſſes thy opake 
globe, in beaming, but borrowed filver ; He, whoſe 
| ignity is unchangeable, underived, and all his own; 
He vouchſafed to wear a body of clay: H E was con- 
tent to appear as in a bloody eclipſe, ſhorn of his re- 
ſplendent beams, and furrounded with a night of hor- 
ror, which knew not one reviving ray.—Thus has he 
impowered his church, and all believers, to tread the 
moon under their feet f. Hence, inſpired with the 
hope of brighter glory, and of more enduring bliſs, 
are they enabled to triumph over all the vain anxieties, 


* II. lii. 14. TP + Rev. Xii. 1. ö 


ſplendor 


the Prince of 
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and vainer amuſements, of tlys ſublunary, precarious, 
mutable world. 


Ys thunders, that, awtully grumbling in the diſtant 
clouds, ſeem to meditate indignation, and form the firſt 
eſſays of a far more frightful peal ; or, ſuddenly burſt- 
ing over our heads, rend the vault above, and ſhake 
the ground below, with the hideous, horrid crack : 
ye, that ſend your tremendous volleys from pole to 

le, ſtartling the ſavage herds *, and aſtoniſhing the 
— race: He, who permits terror to ſound her 
trumpet, in your deep, prolonged, enlarging, aggra- 
vated roar: HE uttered a feeble infantile cry in the 
ſtable, and ſtrong N groans on the accurſed 
tree :—that he might, in the gentleſt accents, whiſper 
peace to our ſouls ; and, at length, tune our voices to 
the melody of heaven. 


O vs. lightnings, that brood, and he couchant, m 
the ſulphureous vapours ; that glance, with forked fu- 
ry, from the angry gloom, ſwitter and fiercer than the 
lion ruſhes from his den; or open into vaſt expanſive 
ſheets of flame, fublimely waved over the proſtrate 
world, and fearfully lingering in the frighted ſkies : 

e, that formerly laid in aſhes the licentious abodes of 
uſt and violence; that will, ere long, ſet on fire the 
elements, and co-operate in the conflagration of the 
globe :—He, who kindles your flaſh, and directs you 
when to ſally, and where to ſtrike z He, who commiſ- 
ſions your whirling bolts, whom to kill, and whom to 
ſpare: H E reſigned his ſacred perſon to the moſt bar- 
barous indignities ; ſubmitted his beneſicent hands to 
the ponderous hammer, and the piercing nail ; yea, 
with-held not his heart, his very heart, from the ſtab 
of the executioner's ſpear: and, inſtead of flaſhing 
confuſion on his outrageous tormentors ; inſtead of 
ſtriking them dead to the earth, or phanging them to 
the depths of hell, with his frown 3 He cried—in his 
laſt moments, and with his agonizing lips, He cried, 
FATHER, FORGIVE THEM; FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT 
THEY DO -O! what a pattern of — for his ſaints! 
What an object of admiration for angels! What a 
conſtellation of every mild, amiable, and benign vit- 
tue ; ſhining, in this hour of darkneſs, with ineffable 
— beauty +!—Hence, hence it is, that we 


* Pſal, xxix. g. 

+ One can hardly forbear animadverting upon the diſenge- 
nuous temper, and perverſe taſte of Cel/us ; who at ts to 
turn this moſt diſtinguiſhing and ornamental part of our 
Lonxp's life, into ridicule and reproach.— Having ſpoken of 
CARS r, as deſpitefuliy uſed, and arrayed in a purple robe; 


crowned with thorns ; and holding, by way of mock majeſty, 
a reed inſtead of a ſceptse, (for he enters into all theſe circum- 


ſtances, which: is a teſtimony to their truth even from the mouth 


of an enemy) ; he adds, T.. „ ay pc, c vw your Frv Tr endures; 


Ka rug ao yung e ανν putlat, ras Tv vepiforias tic raxvlov Te ra roy welipe 
Jam Orig. contra CEL Ss. p. 81. i. e. Why, in the name 
of wonder, does he not, on this occaſion, at leaſt, act the 


Gop ? Why does he not deliver himſelf from this ſbocking ig-. 


nominy ; or execute ſome ſignal vengeance on the authors of ſuch 
injurious and abuſive inſults, both of himſelf and bis Father ?— 


Why, Celſus? Becauſe HE was meekneſs and gentleneſs itſelf; 


whereas your «cities were flaves to their own turbulent and re- 


fentful paſſions. Becanſe they were little better than ſavages 


in human ſhape ; who too often made a merit of ſlaughter, 
and took a horrid pride in ſpilling blood: While CHRIST was 
ace, and came not to deſtroy mens lives, but to 
ſave. Becauſe any madman on earth, or fury from hell, is 
capable of venting his rage: but who, amidſt ſuch unſuffer- 
e provocations and barbarities; who, having in his own hand, 
the power to reſcue himſelf, the power to avenge himſelf; could 
ſubmit to all, with an unruffled ſerenity of patience; and not 
only not be exaſperated, but overcome, in ſo triumphant a man- 
ner, evi with good ? None but CHRISH ! none but CRRTIST! 
This was compaſſion worthy of a Gop; clemency and charity 
truly divine. * Nun Wes 

' "Pherofore, the calumny raiſed by the ſame virulent objector 
in another place, carries its own confutation; or rather, falls 


with a weight of infamy on his dunghill-deities ; while it bears a 


are not trembling under the lightnings of mount Sinai; 
that we are not blaſted by the flames of divine venge- 
ance ; or doomed to dwell with everlaſting burnings. 


Vr frowning wintry clouds ; oceans pendent in the 
air, and burdening the winds : He, in whoſe hand you 
are an overflowing ſcourge; or, by whoſe appointment, 
an arſenal * of warlike ſtores: He, who opens your 
{luices, and a flood guſhes forth, to deſtroy the fruits 
of the earth, and drown the huſbandman's hopes: 
who moulds you into frozen balls, and you are = 
linked with death f, on the troops of his enemies : 
HE, inſtead of diſcharging the furiouſneſs of his 
wrath upon this guilty head, poured out his prayers ; 
poured out his ſighs; poured out his very ſoul; for me 
and my fellow-tranſgreſſors: that, by virtue of his 
ineſtimable propitiation, the overflowings of divine 
good-will might be extended to ſinful men; that the 
Kies might pour down righteouſneſs ; and peace on her 
downy wings, peace with her balmy bleſſings, deſcend 
to dwell on earth, ny 


Vr vernal clouds ; furls of finer air, folds of ſofter 
moiſture: He, who draws you, in copious exhalations, 
from the briny deep ; bids you leave every diſtaſteful 
quality behind, and become floating fountains of ſweet- 
eſt waters: He, who diſſolves you into gentle rain, and 
diſmiſſes you in fruitful ſhowers ; who kindly com- 
miſſions you to drop down fatneſs, as you fall, and to 
ſcatter flowers over the field :—H E, in the unutterable 
bitterneſs of his ſpirit, was without any comforting 
ſenſe of his almighty Father's preſence: He, when 
his bones were burnt up like a firebrand, had not one 
drop of that ſacred conſolation, which, on many of his 
afflicted ſervants, has been diſtilled as the evening-dews, 
and has © given ſongs in the night” of diſtreſs :—that, 
from this unallayed and inconſolable anguith of our all- 
gracious Maſter, we, as from a well of ſalvation, might 
derive large draughts of ſpiritual refreſhment. 


Trov grand ethereal bow ; whoſe beauties fluſh the 
firmament, and charm ey ſpectator: He, who 
paints thee on the fluid ſkirts of the ſky; who decks 
thee with all the pride of colours, and bends thee into 
that graceful and majeſtic figure ; at whoſe command, 
thy vivid ſtreaks ſweetly riſe, or ſwiftly fade: E, 


through all his life, was arrayed in the humble gard 


of poverty ; and, at his exit, wore the gorgeous gar- 
ment of contempt ? inſomuch that even his own fami- 
har friends, -aſhamed or afraid to own him, „hid as it 


moſt honourable teſtimony to the majeſtic and invincible meek- 
neſs of our Saviour — #, ſays he to the Chriſtian, τ «y«%a«l« 
rule Xoibopuy xalaythas, of avlev Ys Tor Atorwoev » ror Hpaxaia wapevic ti troiopnonce, 
wx au wwe xaipey exnnatag T0 ys gov Ohe rapoia rxalaſuvorls xa xonatoritg, 
ven oi rav Ipacavig worden, ibid. p. 404. i. e. You, indeed, take up- 
on you, to deride the images of our deities ; but if Bacchus him- 
ſelf, er Hercules had been pre/ent, NS would not have dared 10 
offer fuch an affront ; or if you had been ſo preſumptudus, would 
ve ſeverely ſmarted for your inſolence. Whereas, they who tor- 
mented the very per ſon of your GoD, and even exterided him with 
mortal agony on the croſs, ſuffered no effetts-of his diſpleaſure. 


Juvenal ſeems to confider the clouds, under this fame 
character, in that beautiful line, | | 


Quicquid habent telorum armamenta ria celi, 


+ Job has informed us, for what purpoſe the ines of 
the firmament are ſtocked with hail.” That they may be ready 
apainſt the day of battle and war. Job xxxviii, 23,— Joſþud 
has recorded, what terrible ſlaughter has been made, by thoſe 
miſiue weapons of the Almighty, Joſh. x, 11 —Modern hiſto · 
rians relate, that, wherr Edward III. invaded France, a ſhower 
of hailftones deſcended, of ſuch a prodigious ſize, that fix 
thoufand horſes, and one thauſand' men, were ſtruck dead in- 
ſtantaneouſly. — But the moſt dreadful deſcription of this 
great ordnance of the heavens, is given us in Rev. xvi, 21, 


There fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every flone abt 
the weight of a talent, | ates 


nd 


ere their faces from him *:”—to teach us a be- 
ere dit for the unſubſtantial and tranſitory glit- 
ter of all worldly vanities: to introduce us, in robes 
brighter than the tinges of thy reſplendent arch; even 
in the robes of his own immaculate righteouſneſs, to 
introduce us, before that auguſt and venerable throne, 
which the peaceful rainbow ſurrounds ; furrounds, as 
a pledge of inviolable fidelity, and infinite mercy. 


Ys ſtorms and tempeſts, which vex the continent, 
and toſs the ſeas ; which daſh navies on the rocks, and 
drive foreſts from their roots: He, whoſe breath rouſes 
you into ſuch reſiſtleſs fury, and whoſe nod controls 
you in your wildeſt career : He, who holds the rapid 
and raging hurricane in ſtreightened reins; and walks, 
dreadfully ſerene, on the very wings of the wind: HE 
went, all meck and gentle, hke a lamb to the {laughter 
for us; and, as a theep before her ſhearers is dumb, 
ſo he-opened not his mouth.—Thus are we inſtructed 
to bear, with decent magnanimity, the various aſſaults 
of adverſity; and to paſs, with a becoming tranquillity 
of temper, through all the rude blaſts of injurious treat- 
ment. Thus are we delivered from the unutterably 


the © fire, the brimſtone, and the horrible tempeſt, 
« which will be the final portion of the ungodly.” 


Tuo peſtilence, that ſcattereſt ten thouſand poiſons 
from thy baleful wings ; tainting the air, and infecting 
the nations : under whoſe malignant influence, joy 1s 
blaſted, and nature ſickens ; mighty regions are depo- 
pulated, and once crouded cities are left without inha- 
bitants : He, who arms thee with inevitabledeſtruction, 
and bids thee march before + his angry countenance, 
to ſpread deſolation among the tents of the wicked, 
and be the forerunner of far more fearful indigna- 
tion: HE, in his holy humanity, was arraigned as a 
criminal ; and, though innocence itſelf, yea, the very 
pattern of perfection, was condemned to die, like the 
moſt execrable miſcreant. As a nuiſance to ſociety, 
and the very bane of the public happineſs, he was hur- 
ried away to execution, and hammered to the gibbet: 
—that, by his blood, he might prepare a ſovereign me- 
dicine, to cure us of a more fatal diſtemper, than the 
peſtilence which walketh in darkneſs, or the ſickneſs 
which deſtroyeth at noon-day : that he might himſelf 
ſay to our laſt enemy, © O death, I will be thy plagues; 
4 O grave, I will be thy deitruction f.“ 


HE AT, whoſe burning influence parches the Li- 
byan wilds; tans into ſoot the Ethioprarn's complexion; 
and makes every ſpecies of life pant, and droop, and 
languiſh : Cold, whole w breath glazes yearly the 
Ruſſian ſeas ; often glues the frozen ſailor to the cord- 
age; and ſtiffens the traveller into a ſtatue of rigid 
fleſh :—HE, who ſometimes blends you both, and 
produces the moſt agrecable temperature ; ſometimes 
ſuffers you to act ſeparately, and rage with intolerable 
ſeverity : that King of heaven, and controller of uni- 
verſal nature, when dwelling in a tabernacle of clay, 
was expoſed to chilling damps, and ſmitten by ſultry 
beams. The ſtars, in their midnight-watches, heard 
him pray ; and the ſun, in his meridian fervours, ſaw 
him toil. Hence are our frozen hearts diſſolved into 
a mingled flow of wonder, love, and Joy; being con- 
ſcious of a deliverance from thoſe inſufferable flames, 
Which, kindled by divine indignation, burn to the 


loweſt hell. 


J. li. 3. 1h E332 WOOL) Fuit tanguam aliguis, a quo 
quiſque faciem occultaret. He was as ſome flagitious and aban- 
doned wretch, from whom every one, diſdaining ſuch a character, 
and diſclaiming ſuch an acquaintance, ſtudiouſly hid his face. 
f Before him went the peſtilence, Hab. iii. 5. 

| 1 Hoſ. xiii, 14. x 
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that capacious bed for oy | 


ſhores: 


fiercer ſtorms of incenſed and inexorable juſtice ; from 
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Tnou ocean, vaſt world of waters! He, who ſunk 
reception, and poured the 
liquid element into unfathomable channels; before 
whom, all thy foaming billows, and floating moun— 
tains, are as the ſmall drop of a bucket: who, by the 
leaſt intimation of his will, ſwells thy fluid kingdoms, 
in wild confuſion, to mingle with the clouds; or re- 
duces them, in calm compoſure, to ſlumber on the 
He, who once gave thee a warrant to over- 
whelm the whole carth, and bury all its degenerate in- 
habitants in a watery grave; but has now laid an ever 
laſting embargo on thy boiſterous waves; and bound 
thee, all fierce and madding as thou art, in chains 
ſtronger than adamant, yet formed of deſpicable ſand : 
—all the waves of vengeance and wrath, of tribulation 
and anguiſh, paſſed over HIS crucified body, and HIS 
On ſoul: that we might emerge from thoſe 
depths of miſery, from that abyſs of guilt, into which 
we were plunged by Adam's fall, and more irretrieva- 
bly ſunk by our own tranſgreſſions : that, at the laſt, 
we might be reſtored to that happy world, which is 
repreſented, in the viſion of Gop, as having *“ no 
„ ſea *,“ to denote its perpetual ſtability, and undiſ- 
turbed ſerenity. 


Vr mountains, that overlook the clouds, and pro- 
ject a ſhade into diſtant provinces : everlaſting. pyra- 
mids of nature, not to be ſhaken by conflicting ele- 
ments; not to be ſhattered by the bolts of thunder; 
nor impaired even by the ravages of time: He, who 
bid your ridges riſe ſo high, and your foundations 
ſtand ſo faſt : He, in whole ſcale you are lighter than 
duſt ; in whoſe eye you are leſs than nothing :—H E 
ſunk beneath a load of woes ; woes inſupportable, but 
not his own ; when he took our iniquities upon him- 


ſelf, and heaved the more than mountainous' burden 
from a guilty world. 


 Yx verdant woods, that crown our hills, and are crown- 
ed yourſelves with leafy honours : Ye humble fbrubs 
adorned, in ſpring, with opening bloſſoms; and fan- 
ned, in ſummer, by gentle gales: Ye, that in diſtant 
chmes, or in cultivated gardens, breathe out ſpicy 
odours, and embalm the air with delightful perfumes : 
your all-glorious and ever-bleſſed Creator's head was 
encircled with the thorny wreath; his face was defiled 
with contumelious ſpitting ; and his body bathed in a 
bloody ſweat: that we might wear the crown, the 
crown of glory, which fadeth not away ; and live for 
evermore, ſurrounded with delights, as much ſurpaſ- 


ling yours, as yours exceed the rugged deſolations of 


winter. | 


Trov mantling vine; He who hangs on thy ſlender 
ſhoots, the rich, tranſparent, weighty cluſter ; who, 
under thy unornamented foliage, and amidſt the pores 
of thy otherwiſe worthleſs bough, prepares the liquor, 
—the refined and exalted liquor, which chears the 
nations, and fills the cup of joy: trees, whole branch- 
es are elevated and waving in air; or diffuſed in eaſy 
confinement, along a ſunny wall: He, who bends 
you with a lovely burden of delicious fruits ; whoſe 
genial warmth beautiſies their rind, and mellows their 
taſte :—HE, when voluntarily ſubject to our wants, 
inſtead of being refreſhed with your generous juices, 
or regaled with your luſcious -pulp, had a loathſome 

tion of vinegar, mingled with gall, .addrefſed to 


his lips :—that we might ſit under the ſhadow of his 


merits, with great tranquillity and the utmoſt com- 


placency : that, ere long, being admitted into the pa- 


radiſe of Gop, we might eat of the Tree of Life +, 
and drink new wine with him in his Father's kingdom. 


YE luxuriant meadows ; He who, without the ſeed- 
man's induſtry, repleniſhes your irriguous lap with ne- 
Nen, 


8 


* Rev. xxi. 1. 
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ver-failing crops of herbage ; and enamels their chear- 
ful green with flowers of every hue :—Ye fertile felds ; 
He, who bleſſes the labours of the huſbandman ; enrich- 
es your well-tilled plains with waving harveſts, and 
calls forth the ſtaff of life from your furrows: He, 
who cauſes hoth meadows and fields to laugh and ſing, 
for the abundance of plenty :;—HE was no ſtranger to 
corroding hunger, and parching thirſt ; he, alas: ate 
the bitter bread of wo, and had . plenteouſneſs of 
« tears to drink :”—that we might partake of richer 
daiuties, than thoſe which are produced by the dew of 
heaven, and proceed from the fatneſs of the earth: 
that we might feed on © the hidden manna, and eat the 
bread which giveth li e, eternal life, unto the world. 


Ye mines, rich in yellow ore, or bright with veins 
of ſilver ; that diſtribute your ſhining treaſures, as far 
as winds can waft the veſſel of commerce ; that be- 
ſtow your alms on monarchs, and have princes for 
your penſioners :—Ye beds of gems, toy4hops of na- 
ture! which form, in dark retirement, the ghttering 
ſtone : diamonds, that ſparkle with a brilliant water; ru- 
bies, that glow with a crimſon flame: emeralds, dipped 
in the freſheſt verdure of ſpring ; /apphires, decked 
with the faireſt drapery of the iky : !opaz, emblazed 
with a golden gleam ; amethyſt, impurpled with the 
bluſhes of the morning :—He, who tinctures the me- 
tallic duſt, and conſolidates the lucid drop; HE, when 
ſojourning on earth, had no riches, but the riches 
of diſintereſted benevolence ; had no ornament, but 
the ornament of unſpotted Py: Poor he was in 
his circumſtances, and mean in all his accommodations; 
that WE might be rich in grace, and - obtain ſalvation 
4 with eternal glory: that we might inhabit the new 
Jeruſalem; that ſplendid city! whoſe ſtreets are paved 
with gold ; whoſe gates are formed of pearl ; and the 
walls garniſhed with all manner of precious ſtones * . 


Ys guſhing fountains, that trickle potable ſilver 
through the matted graſs: ye fine tranſparent ſtreams, 
that glide, in cryſtal waves, along your fringed 
banks : ye deep and ſtately rivers, that wind and wan- 
der in your courſe, to fpread your favours wider; that 
ng kingdoms in your progre's, and augment the 

a with your tribute: — lie, who ſupplies all 7 
currents from his own ever - flowing and inexhauſtible 
liberality: HE, when his nerves were racked with 
exquiſite pain, and his blood inflamed by a raging 
fever, cried, ITHIXS TH; and was denied (unparallel- 
led hardſhip!) in this his great extremity, was denied 
the poor refreſhment of a ſingle drop of water:—that 
we, having all ſufficiency in all things, might abound to 
every good work ; might be filled with the fulneſs of 
ſpiritual bleſſings here, and hereafter be fatisfied with 
that fulneſs of joy, which is at Gop's right hand for 
evermore. 


Vr birde, chearful tenants of the bough, gaily dreſ- 
ſed in glofly plumage ; who wake the morn, and ſo- 
lace the groves, with your artleſs lays: inimitable ar- 
chitects! who, without rule or line, build your penſile 
ſtructures, with all the nicety of proportion: you 
have each his commodious neſt, roofed with ſhades, 
and lined with warmth, to protect and cheriſh the cal- 
low brood.—But He, who tuned your throats to har- 
mony, and taught you that curious ſkill; HE was a 
man of ſorrows, and had not where to lay his head; 
had not where to lay his head, till he felt the pangs of 
diſſolution, and was laid in the ſilent grave: — that 
we, dwelling under the wings of Omnipotence, and 
reſting in the boſom of infinite love, might ſpend an 
harmonious eternity, in “ ſinging the ſong of Moſes 
„ and of the LAMB,” . 17 


BEES, induſtrious workmen | that fweep, with 


4 
* Rev. xxi. 19. 27. 


buſy wing, the flowery garden; and ſearch the bloom. 
ing heath ; and fip the mellifluous dews : ſtrangers to 
idleneſs! that ply, with inceſſant aſſiduity, your plea- 
ling taſk ; and ſuffer no opening bloſſom to pals unex- 
plored, no funny gleam to ſlip away unimproved; moſt 
ingenious artificers ! that cling to the fragrant buds ; 
drain them of their treaſured ſweets ; and extract (if 
I may fo ſpeak) even the odoriterous ſouls of herbs, 
and plants, and flowers: you, when you have com- 
pleted your work; have collected, reſined, and ſe- 
curely lodged the ambroſial ſtores; when you might 
reaſonably expect the peaceful fruition of your acqui- 
ſitions z you, alas ! are barbarouſly deſtroyed, and leave 
your hoarded delicacies to others; leave them to be 
en;oyed by your very murderers. I cannot but pity 
your hard deitiny — How then ſhould my bowels melt 
with ſympathy, and my eyes flow with tears , when I 
remember, that thus, thus it fared with your and our 
incarnate Maker! After a life of the moit exempl. 
and exalted piety ; a lite filled with offices of benel. 
cence, and labours of love; HE was, by wicked 
hands, crucified and flain. He left the honey of 
his toil, the balm of his blood, and the riches of 
his obedience, to be ſhared among others; to be ſha- 
red even amoag the, WU too often crucify him a- 
freſh, and put him to open ſhame. 


SHALL I mention the animal +, which ins her 
ſoit, her ſhining, exquilitely fine ten thread ? whoſe 
matchleſs manufactures lend an ornament to grandeur, 
and make royalty itſelf more magnificent.— Shall I 
take notice of the cell, in which, when the gaiety 
and buſineſs of li:e are over, the little recluſe immures 
herſelf, and ſpends the remainder of her days in re- 
tirement ?—Shall I rather obſerve the ſepulchre, which, 
when cloyed with pleaſure and weary of the world, 
the prepares for her own interment? Or how, when afla- 
ted period is ela ſed, the wakes from a death - like inac- 
tivity ; breaks the incloſure of her tomb; throws off 
the duſky ſhroud; aſſumes a new form; puts on a 
more ſumptuous array; and, from an inſect crecpin 
on the ground, becomes a winged inhabitant of the 
air ?—No :. this is a poor Ge; and theretore un- 
worthy to ſerve as an illuſtration, when any charac- 
ter of the Son of GOD comes under conſideration. 
But let me correct myſelf, Was not CRAIS r 
(to uſe the language of his own bleſſed Spirit) 4 
worm, and no man! in appearance ſuch, and treated 
as ſuch. Did he not alo bequeath the fine linen of 
his own molt perfect righteouſneſs, to compoſe the 


marriage - garment || tor our diſarrayed and dcfiled 


* Canſt thou, ungrateful man, his torments ſee, 
Nor drop a tear for HIM, who peur'd his blood for thee ? 


PiTTs's Poems. 
+ No one, I hope, will be offended at my introducing, on 


ſuch an occaſion, creatures of ſo low a rank. Since even the 


volumes of inſpiration ſeem to lend me the ſanction of their 
ſacred authority; as they diſdain not to compare the bleſſed 
Jxsus to a deer, a highway, &c. And, perhaps, all compariſons 
which reſpect a Being of infinite dignity, are not only mean, 
but equally mean and unworthy. 

I am ſenſible, likewiſe, that in this paragraph, and ſome 
others, all the circumſtances are not completely correſpondent. 
But if, in /me grand particulars, the reddition anſwers to the 
deſcription ; this, I truſt, will be fuſficient for m purpoſe, 
and ſatisfactory to my readers.,——Perhaps, it weouldle no miſ- 
taken caution, to apply the ſame obſervation to many of the 
beautiful fimilirudes, parables, and allegories, uſed by our Loxp; 
ſuch as the brazen ſerpent, the unjuſt ſteward, the thief in the 
night, &c. ; which, if ſcrupulouſly ſifted, or rigorouſly ſtrain- 
ed, for an entire coincidence in every circumſtance, muſt ap- 
pear to great diſadvantage, and lead into palpable inconvenien- 
cies. = + Pal. xxii. 6. 

| This, and ſeveral other hints, interſperſed in the Medita- 
tlons, refer to the active and paſſive righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 
imputed to believers, for their juſtification : which, in the o- 
pinion of many great expofitors, is the myſtical and the moſt 
ſublime meaning of the wedding-garment, ſo emphatically and 
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ſouls? Did he not, before his fleſh ſaw corruption, e- turn earth into heaven, and make even inanimate na- 


triumphant from the grave ; and not only 
— the —— firmament, but aſcend the heaven of 
heavens; taking poſſeſſion of thoſe ſublime abodes, 
in our name, and as our forerunner. 


cattle, that reſt in your incloſed paſtures; ye 
3 that range the unlimited foreſt; ye , that 
rove through trackleſs paths of the ſea: ſheep, clad in 
rments, which, when left by you, are wore by 
Bags: line, who feed on verdure, which, tranſmuted 
in your bodies, and ſtrained from your udders, fur- 
niſhes a repaſt for queens: lions, roaring after your 
prey; leviathan, taking your paſtime in the great deep; 
wich all that wing the firmament, or tread the ſoil, or 
ſwim the wave :—He, who ſpreads his ever-hoſpitable 
board; who admits you all to be his continual gueſts; 
and ſuffers you to want no manner of thing that is 
good HE was deſtitute, afflicted, tormented : He 
endured all that was miſerable and reproachful; in or- 
der to exalt a degenerate race, who had debaſed them- 
ſelves to a level with the beaſts that periſh, unto ſeats 
of diſtinguiſhed and immortal honour ; in order to in- 
troduce the ſlaves of ſin, and heirs of hell, into man- 
fions of conſummate and everlaſting bliſs. 


SURELY, the contemplation of ſuch a ſubject, and 
the diſtant anticipation of ſuch a hope, may almoſt 


forcibly recommended by the Teacher ſent from Gor, Matth. 
xxli. 11. A doctrine, which ſome of thoſe who honour my 
Meditations with a peruſal, probably may not receive with much, 
if any, approbation. I hope, the whole performance will not 
be caſhiered, for one difference in ſentiment. And I beg, that 
the ſentiment itſelf may not haſtily be rejected, without a ſerious 
hearing, For I have the pleaſure of being intimately acquaint- 
ed with a gentleman of good learning, and diſtinguiſhed ſenſe, 
who had once as ſtrong prepoſſeſſions againſt this tenet, as can 
well be imagined. Yet now he not only admits it, as a truth; 
but embraces it, as the joy of his heart ; and cleaves to it, as 
the rock of his hopes. 

A clear and cogent treatiſe, entitled, Submiſſion to the righ- 
teou/ne/s of Gon, was the inſtrument of removing his preju- 
dices, and reducing him to a better judgment.—In which he 
has been happily confirmed, by the authority of the moſt z/- 
lyftrious names, and the works of the moſt eminent pens, that have 
ever adorned our church and nation. In this number are,— 
Biſhop Zewel, one of our great reformers ; and the other ve- 
nerable compilers of our homilies; — Archbiſhop U/ber, that 
oracle of univerſal learning ;—Biſhop Hall, the devout and 
ſprightly orator of his age ;—the copious and fervent Biſhop 
Ho'kins ;, the ſingularly good and unaffected Biſhop Beveridge ; 
—that everlaſting honour of the bench of judicature, Lord 
Chief Juſtice Hales ; — the nervous, florid, and perſuaſive 
Dean Stanhope ;—the practical and perſpicuous Mr Burkitt ; 
—and, to ſummon no other evidence, that matchleſs genius 
Milton ; who, in various parts of his divine poem, inculcates 
this comfortable truth ; and, in one paſſage, reſents it under 
a very ſame image, which is made uſe of chove, book X. 
222. | 

I had almoſt forgot to mention, that the treatiſe entitled, 
Submiſſion, &c. was written by Mr Benjamin Jenks ;—whoſe 
book of devotions has deſervedly paſſed through eleven editions; 
is truly admirable for the ſublimity, ſpirituality, and propriety 
of the ſentiments; as well as for the conciſe form, and pathe- 
tic turn of the expreffion : — Whoſe book of meditations, 
though no leſs worthy of general acceptance, has, for a con- 
ſiderable time, been almoſt unknown and extinct. But it is 
now revived, and is lately publiſhed, in two octavo volumes, 
by Mr James Rivington, For which ſervice he has my thanks; 
I flatter myſelf, he will have the thanks of the public: as 1 
am perſnaded, could religion and virtue ſpeak, he would have 
their acknowledgments alſo. Since few treatiſes are more hap- 
pily calculated, to repreſent religion in its native beauty, and to 
promote the intereſts of genuine virtue.—On which account, 
I truſt, the candid will excuſe me, and the judicious will not 
condemn me, even though the recommendation. of thoſe de- 
Youons and of theſe meditations may appear to be a digreſſion 
from my ſubject. 

N. B. Should the reader be inclined to-examine the aforementi- 
"ned tenet, he will find it flated, diſcuſſed, and applied to its due 
"nprovement, in a piece entitled TatroN and ASPASIO, which 
follows immediately after the Meditations. 


ture vocal with praiſe. Let it then break forth from 
every creature. Let the meane/? feel the inſpiring im- 
pulſe ; let the greateſt acknowledge themſelves unable, 
worthily to expreſs the ſtupendous goodneſs. 

Praiſe HIM, ye inſecis that crawl on the ground; 
who, though high above all height, humbled himſelf 
to dwell in dull. Birds of the air, waft on your 
wings, and warble in your notes, HIS praiſe; who, 
though Lox Þ of the celeſtial abodes, while ſojourn- 
ing on earth, wanted a ſhelter commodious as your 
neſts. Ve rougher world of brtes, join with the 
tle ſongſters of the ſhade, and howl to HIM your 
hoarſe applauſe ; who breaks the jaw-bones of the in- 
fernal lion; who ſoftens into mildneſs the ſavage diſ- 
poſition ; and bids the wolf lie down, in amicable a- 

eement, with the lamb. Bleat out, ye hills; let 
broader /ows be reſponſive from the vales ; ye foreſts 
catch, and ye rocks retain, the inarticulate hymn ; be- 
cauſe MEs514an the Prince feeds his flock, like a ſhep- 
herd. He gathers the lambs with his arm; he carries 
them in his boſom ; and gently leads thoſe that are with 
young *,— Wave, oben pd cedars, in ſign of worſhip, 
wave your branching heads to HIM, who meekly 
bowed his own, on the accurſed tree. Pleaſing pro- 
ſpefts, ſcenes of beauty, where niceſt art conſpires with 
laviſh nature, to form a paradiſe below ; lay forth all 
your charms, and in all your charms confeſs yourſelves 
a mere blank, compared with his amiableneſs, who is 
« faireſt among ten thouſand, and altogether lovely.” 
Drop down, ye ſhowers ; and teſtify, as you fall; 
teſtify of HIS grace, which deſcends more copiouſly 
than the rain, diſtils more iweetly than the dew. Let 
ſighing gaſes breathe, and murmuring rivulets flow; 
breathe and flow in harmonious conſonance to HIM; 
whole Spirit is far more reviving than the cooling 
breeze ; who is himſelf the fountain of living waters. 


VE lightnings, blaze to HIS honour; ye thunders, 
ſound HIS praiſe ; while reverberating clouds return 
the roar, and bellowing oceans propagate the tremen- 
dous anthem.—Muteſt of creatures, add your ſilent o- 
ratory, and diſplay the triumphs of HIS meekneſs; 
who, though he maketh the clouds his chariot, and 
treadeth upon the waves of the ſea; though the thun- 
der is his voice, and the lightning his ſword of juſtices 
yet, amidſt the moſt abuſive and cruel injuries, was 
ſubmiſſive and lifted not his hand, was dumb and 
« opened not his mouth.” —Great 45 F day, ad- 
dreſs thy radiant homage to a far ſublimer ſun. Write, 
in all thy ample round, with every lucid beam, O! 
write a teſtimony to HIM, who is the brightneſs of 
his Father's glory ; who 1s the Sun of righteouſneſs to 
a ſinful world; and is riſen, never to go down; is ri- 
ſen, to be our everlaſting light.—Shine clear, ye fhres ; 
look gay, thou earth ; let the 2 clap their hands, 
and let every creature wear a ſmile: for he cometh, 
the CREATOR himſelf cometh, to be manifeſted in 
the fleſh ; and with him comes pardon, peace, and joy; 
every virtue and all felicity comes in his train.—Ange/s 
and archangels, let your ſongs be of JESUS, and 
teach the very heavens to echo with his adored and ma- 
jeſtic name. Ye beheld him, with | Sex tranſports 
of admiration, when you attended his agony in the 
garden, and ſaw him proſtrate on the ground, than 
when you beheld univerſal nature riſing at his call, 
and ſaw the wonders of his creating . Tune to 
loftieſt notes your golden harps, and waken raptur es 
unknown re even in heavenly breaſts: while all 
that has breath ſwells the concert of harmony; and all 
that has being unites in the tribute of praiſe. 

Chiefly, let man exalt his voice; let man, with diſ- 
tinguiſhed hoſannas, hail the RE DEKEME RA. For man, 
he was ſtretched on the racking croſs; for man, 
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he was conſigned to the gloomy ſepulchre ; for man, 
he procured grace unmeaſurable, and bliſs inconcei- 
vable.--FHowever different, therefore, in your age, or 
more diflerent in your circumſtances, be unanimous, O 
men, in ew ant fy tx Saviour, who is no reſpecter of 
perſons, who gave himſelf a ranſom for all. —Bend, 
ve kings, from your thrones of ivory and gold; in 
your robes of imperial purple, fall proſtrate at H 15 


feet; who forſook a nobler throne, and laid aſide more 


illuſtrious enſigns of majeſty, that you might reign 
with Gop for ever and ever.—Children of poverty, 
meaneſt of mortals, (if any can be called poor, who 
arc thus enriched ; if any can be accounted mean, 
who are thus ennobled), rejoice, greatly rejoice, in 
Gop your Saviour; who choſe to be indigent, was 
willing to be contemned, that you might be entitled 
to the treaſures, and be numbered with the princes of 
heaven.—Sons of afliction, though harafled with pain, 
and inured to anguiſh, O] change your groans into 
ſongs of gratitude, Let no complaining voice, no 
jarring ſtring be heard, in the univerſal ſymphony ; 
but g/orify the LAMB even in the fires *; who him- 
ſelf hore greater torment, than you feel; and has pro- 
miſed you a ſhare in the joy which he inherits ; Who 
has made your ſufferings ſhort, and will make your 
reſt cternal.—Men of hoary locks, bending beneath a 
weight of years, and tottering on the brink of the 
grave; let Cy As be your ſupport, under all infir- 
mities ; lean upon CHRIST, as the rock of your ſalva- 
tion. Let his name, his precious name, form the laſt 
accents, which quiver on your pale expiring lps.— 
And let this be the firſt, that liſps on your tongues, ye 
tender infants, Remember your REDFEMER, in your 
earlieſt moments. Devote the choice of your hours to 
the learning of his will, and the chief of your ſtrength 
to the glorifying of HIS name; who, in the pertec- 
tion of health, and the very prime of manhood, was 
content to become a motionleſs and ghaſtly corpſe, that 
you might be girt with the vigour, and clothed with 
the bloom, of cternal youth. 


Ys ſpirits of ii men made fs who are relea- 
{ed from the burden of the fleſh ; and freed from all 
the vexatious ſolicitations of corruption in yourſelves; 
delivered from all the injurious effects of iniquity in 
others: who ſojourn no longer in the tents of ſtrife, 
or the territories of diforder ; but are received into 
that pure, harmonious, holy ſociety, where every one 
acts up to his amiable and exalted character; where 
Gop himſelf is pleaſed graciouſly and immediately to 
prelide,—You had, not without pleaſing aſtoniſhment, 
your hopes improved into actual enjoyment, and your 
faith ſuperſeded by the beatific viſion. You feel all 
your former ſhineſs of behaviour, happily loſt in the 
overflowings of unbounded love ; and. all your little 
differences of opinion, entirely bore down by tides of 
invariable truth. Bleſs, therefore, with all your en- 
larged powers, bleſs his infinitely larger goodneſs ; 
who, when he had overcome the ſharpneſs of death, 
opened the gates of paradiſe, opened the kingdom of 
heaven, to all generations, and to every denomination 
of the faithful. h 

Ye men of holy converſation, and humble tempers, 
think of HIM, who loved you, and waſhed you from 
your fins in his own blend. Think of him, on your ſi- 
ent couch; talk of him, in every ſocial interview. 
Glory in his excellencies ; make your boaſt of his o- 
bedience ; and add, ſtill continue to add, the incenſe 
of a dutiful life, to all the oblations of. a grateful 
tongue.—Weake/? of believers, who go mourning un- 
der a ſenſe of guilt, and conflicting with the ceaſeleſs 
aſſaults of temptation ; put off your ſackcloth; and 
be girded with gladneſs. Becauſe IESus is as mer- 
ciful to hear, as he is mighty to help. Becauſe he is 
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touched with the tendereſt ſympatiuzing concern, for 
all your diſtreſſes; and he lives, ever lives, to be your 
Advocate with the FATHER. Why then ſhould un- 
caſy doubts ſadden your countenances ? why ſhould 
deſponding fears oppreſs your fouls? Turn, turn 
thoſe diſconſolate ſighs into chearful hymns ; fince you 
have his powerful interceſſion, and his ineſtimable merits, 
to be your anchor in all tribulations, to be your paſſ- 
port into eternal bleſſedneis. 


Mosr of all, ye min/ters of the ſanctuary, heralds 
commiſlioned from above; lift, _ one, his voice 
like a trumpet, and loudly proclaim the REDEEMER, 
Get ye up, ye ambatfladors of peace, get ye up into 
the high mountains; and ſpread far and wide the ho- 
nours of the LAMB, © that was lain, but is alive 
& for cvermore.” Teach every ſacred roof, to re- 
ſound with his fame ; and every human heart, to glow 
with his love. Declare, as far as the force of words will 
go, declare the inexhauſtible fulneſs of that great 
atonement, whoſe merits are commenſurate with the 
glories of the Divinity “. Tell the ſinful wretch, 
what pity ycarns in IMMANUEL's bowels; what blood 
he has ſpilt, what agonies he has endured, what won- 
ders hc has wrought, for the falvation of his enemies. 
Invite the indigent, to become rich; entreat the guil- 
ty, to accept of pardon ; becauſe with the crucified 
Jesus is plenteous redemption, and all- ſuſliciency to 
ſave. While you, placed in conſpicuous ſtations, 
pour the joyful ſound; may I, as I ſteal through the 
vale of humble life, catch the plealing accents ! For me, 
the Author of all bleſings became a curſe; for me, 
his bones were diilocated, and his fleſh was torn; he 
hung with ſtreaming veins, and an agonizing ſoul, on 
the croſs, for me. O! may 1, in my little ſphere, and 
amidſt the ſcanty circle of my acquaintance, at leaſt 
whriper theſe ac traniporting tidings ; whiſper them 
from my own heart, that they may ſurely reach, and 
ſweetly penetrate theirs. 

But, when men and angels raiſe the grand hymn; 
when all worlds, and all beings, add their collective accla- 
mations ; this tull, fervent, and univerſal chorus will be 
fo inferior to the riches of the ReDEEMER's grace; fo 
diſproportionate to the magnificence of his glory, that it 
will ſeem but to debaſe the unutterable ſubject it at- 
tempts to exalt. The loud Hallelujah will die away, 
in the ſolemn mental eloquence of proſtrate, raptu- 
rous, /ilent adoration. 


O goodneſs infinite ? goodneſs immenſe / 

And love that paſſeth knowledge !—Words are vain ; 
Language is loſt in wonders fo divine. | 
Come then, expreſſrve SILENCE, muſe his praiſe.” 


If in this place and others, I have ſpoken magnificently 
of the blood of CHRIS , and its inſuperable efficacy to ex- 
Plate guilt; I think, it is no more than is expreſſed in a very 
celebrated hymn, written by one of the greateſt wits, who 
had alſo been one of the greateſt /ibertines, and afterwards 
commenced one of the moſt remarkable penitents, in France: 
A hymn, which even Mr Bayle confeſſes to be a very fine 
one; which another great critic calls an admirable one; and 
which a genius ſuperior to them both recommends as a noble 
one. (See Spect. vol. VII. No 513.) 

The author, having acknowledged his crimes to be beyond 
meaſure hainous, and almoſt beyond forgiveneſs provoking ; 
ſo provoking, as to render tears from ſuch x . offenſive, and 


- prayers from ſuch lips abominable; — compoſes himſelf to ſub- 


mit, without the leaſt repining ſentiment; to ſubmit, even with 
praiſe and adoration, to the moſt dreadful doom. Accordingly, 
he ſtands in reſigned expectation of being inſtantly ſtruck by the 
bolts of vengeance: but—with a turn of thought equally ſurpri- 


ſing and ſprightly; with a faith properly founded, and hap- 


pily firm ; he adds, 


| Yet where! O where! can ev'n thy thunders fall? 
. CarisT's blood o'erſpreads and ſhields me from them all. 


The End , the Firſt Part. 
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To PAUL ORCHARD, of Stole- Abbey, in Devonſhire, Eſq; 


Dear SIR, 
rs 8 your honoured father was pleaſed to 
| 0 make choice of me to anſwer in your 
ol name at the font, and to exerciſe a ſort 
of guardianſbip over your ſpiritual in- 
tereſts; permit me, by putting theſe little treati- 
ſes into your hand, to fulſil ſome part of that ſo- 
lemn obligation. 

GRATITUDE for many ſignal favours, and 
a conſcientious regard to my ſacred engagement, 
have long ago inſpired my breaſt with the warm- 
eſt wiſhes, both for your true dignity, and real 
happineſs. Nor can I think of a more endearing, 
or à more effectual way, of advancing either the 
one or the other, than to ſet before you a ſketch 
of your excellent father's character. —Illuſtrious 
examples are the moſt winning incitements to 
virtue. And none can come attended with ſuch 
particular recommendations to Y ov, Sir, as the 
pattern of that worthy perſon, from whom you 

rive your very being. 
= — 1 . eſteem for the 
divine word, was one of his remarkable qualities. 
Thoſe oracles of heaven were his principal de- 
light, and his inſeparable companions. Your 
gardens, your folitary walks, and the hedges of 


your fields, can witneſs *, with what an unwea- 


ried aſſiduity he exerciſed himſelf in the law of 
the Lonp. From hence he fetched his maxims 
of wiſdom, and formed his judgment of things. 
The facred precepts were the model of his temper, 
and the guide of his life ; while the precious pro- 
miſes were the joy of his heart, and his portion 
for ever. [ST : 
IMPROVING company was another of his moſt 
reliſhing pleaſures. Few gentlemen were better 
furniſhed, either with richneſs of fancy, or copi- 
ouſneſs of expreſſion, to bear a ſhining part in 
converſation. With theſe talents, he always en- 
deavoured to give ſome u/eful, goo ſome re- 
lgious, turn to the diſcourſe, Nor did he ever re- 
flea, with greater complacency, on his ſocial 
hours, than when they tended to glorify the eter- 
nal Majeſty; and to awaken, in himſelf and 
others, a more lively ſpirit of devotion. 
Io project for the good of others, was his fre- 
quent ffudy ; and to carry thoſe benevolent contri- 
vances into execution, his favourite employ. When 
vilited by the young perſons of the neighbour- 
hood, far from taking an ungraceful pride to ini- 
tiate them in debauchery, or confirm them in a 
riotous habit; x was his inceſſant aim, by finely- 


adapted perſuaſives, to encourage them in induſtry, 


and eſtabliſh them in a courſe of ſobriety; to guard 
them againſt the allurements of vice, and animate 
them with the principles of piety. A noble kind 
of hoſpitality this ! which will probably tranſmit 
its beneficial influence to theit earthly poſſeſſions, 


to their future families, and even to their ever- 


laſting ſtate. | 
A ConvicTion of human N and a 
thorough perſuaſion of the divine all- ſufficiency, 
induced him to be frequent in prayer. To pro- 
ſtrate himſelf, in profound adoration, before that 
infinitely exalted Being, who dwells in light in- 
* Joſh. xxiv. 27. TT 
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acceſſible, was his glory; to implore the continu- 
ance of the almighty.favour, and the increaſe of 
all Chriſtian graces was his gain. In thoſe mo- 
ments, no doubt, he remembered You, Sir, with 
a particular earneſtneſs ; and lodged many an ar- 
dent petition in the court of heaven, for his infant- 
ſon. Ceaſe not to ſecond them with your own 
devout ſupplications, that they may deſcend upon 
your head, in the fulneſs of the bleſſings of the 
«« goſpel of peace.” 

To give their genuine luſtre to all his other en- 
dowments, he was careful to maintain an humble 
mind. Though his friends might admire his ſu- 
perior abilities, or his acquaintance applaud his 
exemplary behaviour, he Go how far he fell ſhort 
of the mark of his high calling; ſaw, and la- 
mented his defects ; ſaw, and renounced himſelf ; 
relying, for final acceptance, and endleſs felicity, 
on a better righteouſneſs than his own; even on the 
tranſcendently perfect righteouſneſs, and incon- 
ceivably precious death, of Jzsus the Redeemer. 
This was the rock of his hope, and the very 
crown of his rejoicing. 

THESE, Sir, are ſome of the ditinguiſhing cha- 
racteriſtics of your deceaſed parent. As you had 
the misfortune to loſe ſo valuable a relative, before 
you was capable of forming any acquaintance 
with his perſon; I flatter myſelf, you will the 
more attentively obſerve his picture: this his - 
ral picture; deſigned, not to be ſet in gold, or 
ſparkle in enamel, but to breathe in your ſpirit, 
and to live in all your condut,—Which, though 
it be entirely your own, calculated purely for 
yourſelf, may poſſibly (like the family-pieces in 
your parlour, that glance an eye upon as many as 
enter the room) — ſome plea/ing and uſeful im- 
preſſion on every beholder. — May every one, 
charmed with the beautiful image, catch its re- 
ſemblance; and each, in his reſpective ſphere, 
” go and do likewiſe.” 

UT you, Sir, are peculiarly concerned to copy 
the amiable original. As the order of an indul- 
gent Providence has made you heir of the affluent 
circumſtances, let not a gay and thoughtleſs inad- 
vertence cut you off from the richer inberitance of 
theſe noble qualifications.—Theſe will be your 
N amidſt all the glittering dangers, which 
are inſeparable from blooming years, and an ele- 
vated ſituation in life. Theſe are your path, your 
ſure and only path, to true greatneſs, and ſolid 
happineſs.— Tread in theſe EO and you can- 
not fail to be the darling of your friends, and the 
favourite of heaven. Tread in theſe ſteps, and 
you will give inexpreſſible joy to one of the beſt 
of mothers; you will become an extenſive bleſ- 
ſing to your fellow- creatures; and which, after 
ſuch moſt engaging motives, is ſcarce worthy to 
be mentioned, you will be the delight, the ho- 
nour, and the boaſt of, 


Dear STIR, | 
Nour very affettionate godfather, 
And moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


Weſton Favell, near Northampton, 
July 14. 1747+ 
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A have already exerciſed our ſpeculations on 
the tombs and flowers ; ſurveying nature, 
covered with the deepeſt horrors, and ar- 
rayed in the richeſt beauties. Allegory 
taught many of the objects to ſpeak the language of 
virtue, while Imagination /ent her colouring to give 
the leſſons an engaging air.—And this, with a view 
of imitating that divine Inſtruttor ; who commuſioned 
the ly “, in her ſilver ſuit, to remonſtrate in the ear 
of unbelieving reaſon ; who ſent his diſciples (men or- 
dained to teach the univerſe} to learn maxims of the 
laft importance, from the moft inſignificant birds *, 
that wander through the paths of the air; from the 
very meaneſt herbs *, that are ſcattered over tbe 
face of the + ground. | 
Emboldened by the kind wp of the preceding 
ſhetches, I beg leave to confide in the ſame bene vo- 
lence of taſte, for the protettion and ſupport of the 
two remaining eſſays ; which exhibit à preſpect of (till 
life, and grand operation ; which moralize on the 
moſt compoſed, and moſt magnificent, appearances of 
things — In which, Fancy is again ſuffered to intra- 
duce her imagery, but only as the handmaid of Truth, 
in order to dreſs her perſon, and diſplay her charms ; 
to engage the attention, and win the love, even of the 
gay, and of the faſhionable. Which is more hkely 
to be effected, by forming agreeable pictures of nature, 
and deriving inftruttive obſervations, than by the la- 
borious method of long-deduced arguments, or cloſe- 
connected reaſonings. — The contemplation of the heu- 
vens and the earth, of their admirable properties and 
beneficial changes, has always afforded the moſt exalt- 
ed gratification to the human mind. In compliance 
with this prevailing taſte, I have drawn my ſerious 
admonitions from the ſtupendaus theatre, and variega- 


ted ſcenery, of the unvverſe: that the reader may 
learn his duty from his very pleaſures ;-—may gather 
wiſdom, mmgled with virtue, from the moſt refined 
entertainments, and nobleſt delights. 


The Evening, drawing her ſables over the world, 
and gently darkening mto Night, is a ſeaſon peculi- 
arly proper for ſedate conſideration. All circumſtan- 
ces concur to huſh our paſfions, and ſooth our cares; 
to tempt our ſteps abroad, and prompt our thoughts to 
ſerious reflettion. 


— — — Then is the time, 

For thoſe whom wiſdom, and whom nature 

charm, | 
To fteal themſelves from the degen'rate croud, 
And ſoar above this little fcene of things; 
To tread low-thoughted vice beneath their feet; 
To ſooth the throbbing paſſions into peace; 
And woo lone quiet in her ſilent walks “. 


The favourgl would ſolicit for the firſt of the fol- 
lowing compoſitions, is, That it may be permitted to 
attend, in ſuch retired and contemplative excurſions ; 
to attend, if not under the character of a friend, at 
leaft, in the humble capacity of a ſervant, or a page: 
t a ſervant, to open the door of meditation, and 
remove every impediment to thoſe 77 exerciſes of the 
mind; which blend advantage with amuſement, and 
improve while they delight :—as a page, to gather up 
the unſtable, fluctuating train of Fancy; and collect 
her fickle powers into a confiftent, regular, and uſeful 
habit of thinking. | * 


The other, converſant among the ſtarry regions, 
would lead the imagination through thoſe beautifub 
tracts of unclonded azure ; and point out to the judg- 
ment ſome of thoſe aſtoniſhing particulars, which jo 
eminently fognalize the celeſtial worlds. A profhett 
kw 1 2 by a 12 wank 7 properly be This, to which curioſity attracts our eyes, and to which 

led H 1 + Acheltte, Jet tamiltar; happily uniting ſcripture itſelf often directs our ſtudy : A profpe# 

dignity with condeſcenſion; it conſiſts, in teaching his follow - < 1 all 5 Fl 11 off excellen ty . af „ 0 
ers the /ublimeſt truths, b ſpiritualizing on the moſt common 9 E l gd bg 8 
occurrences : which, beſi es its being level to che loweſt ap- the foul, and ennoble 176 conceptions ;—to give the 
2 ee — fv — 2 a” _ 2 m- grandeſt apprebenſions of the everlaſting GO D, ard 
attentive , | is very ſingular advan· . | 13 2 
tage, that it turns even the /phere of buſineſs into a ſchoal of in- Mg . 2 of becoming a thr with | rela 
ftruftion ; and renders the moſt penny objects a ſet of mo- 7 2 to at tranutory nter efts A @ Wor da, to furniſh 
nitors, ever ſoliciting our regard, becauſe ever preſent to our faith with the ſureſt foundation for a fled afhance, 
ſenſes.—S0 that, I believe, it may be ſaid of this amiable method and true magttanimity af ſpirit * o affor piet? the 
in which dur Loxp conveyed, as well as that of powerful ener- fron e motives Bath te * 7 vely r 02 
gy which attended his doctrines, That never man ſpake like 7 8 i 8 ude, and p 

oun ration. "wt Ny 8 

While Galilæo liſts his tube, and ao; 
digious magnitude of thoſe radiant orbs; hie New- 


„Matth. vi. 26. 28. 29. 30. 
+ Celebrated writers, as Demgſthenes and Cicero, Thucydides 
and Livy, are obſerved to have a ſtyle peculiar to themſelves. 
Now, whoever conſiders the diſcourks of Chriſt, will find 


this man. The harveſt approaching, he reminds his diſciples 
of a far more important harveſt, Jahn iv. 35. Matth. xiii. 39. 
when immortal beings ſhall be reaped from the grave, and ga- 
thered in from all the quarters of the earth; when every hu- 


man creature ſhall ſuſtain the character of valuable wheat, or 
deſpicable taret; and accordingly be lodged in manſions of 
everlaſting ſecurity, or conſigned over to the rage of utiquench- 
able fire, —In his charge to fiſbermen, when they are commen- 
cing preachers, Matth. iv. 19. he exhorts them, conformably 
to the nature of their late oceupation, to uſe the ſame affiduity 
and addreſs in winuiug ſouls, as they were wont to exerciſe in 
co—_— the finny prey. For the farther illuſtration of this no 
leſs uſetul, than curious ſubject, I would refer my reader to a 
valuable note, in Sir e Newton's obſervations on the pro- 
phecies, p. 148. 4to edition, | 0 


ton meaſures their amazing diftances, and unites the 
whole Atem in harmonious order, 5 fubtile influen- 
ces of attraction. I would only, like the herald before 
that illuſtrious Hebrew +, proclaim at every turn, 
« Bow the knee, and adore the almighty Maker ; 
«* magnify his eternal name, and make his praiſe, le 

4% all his works, to be glorious.” ** 
* Tnous. Autumn, 1. 973. laſt edit. 

+ Gen. 2 57 . 
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nr buſineſs of the day diſpatched, and the ſul- 
WS try heats abat d, invited me to the recre- 
2 ation of a walk; a walk in one of the #- 
E neſt receſſes of the country, and in one of 
pleaſant evenings which the ſummer-ſeaſon 
produced. 5 : 8 
The limes and elms, uniting their branches over 
my head, formed a verdant canopy, and caſt a moſt 
refreſhing ſhade. Under my feet lay a carpet of na- 
ture's velvet; graſs intermingled with moſs, and em- 
broidered with flowers. Jeſſamines, in conjunction 
with woodbines, twined around the trees, diſplaying 
their artleſs beauties to the eye, and diffuſing their de- 
licious fiveets through the air. On either ſide, the 
boughs, rounded into a ſet of regular arches, opened 
a view into the diſtant fields, and preſented me with 
a proſpect of the bending flies, The little birds, all 
joyous and grateful for the favours of the light, were 
paying their acknowledgm Ff / 
77, and ſoothing themſelves to reſt with ſongs. 
ile a French-horn, from a neighbouring ſeat, ſent 
its melodious accents, ſoftened by the length of their 
paſſage, to complete the concert of the grove. 
Roving in this agreeable manner, my thoughts were 
exerciſed on a ſubject ſtill more agreeable than the ſea- 
ſon, or the ſcene. I mean, our late „gn vidtory 
over the united forces of inteſtine . and f- 
reign invaſion: a victory, which pours joy through 
the preſent age, and will tranſmit its influence to ge- 
nerations yet unborn.— Are not all the bleſſings, 
which can endear ſociety, or render life itſelf deſira; 
ble, centred in our preſent happy conſtitution, and 
auſpicious government ? Were they not all ſtruck at, 
by that impious and horrid blow, meditated at Rome, 
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Night is fair Virtue's immemorial friend : 
The conſcious Moon, through ev'ry diſtant age, 
Has held a lamp to Wiſdom. 


Night-Thoughts, No V. 


w 


levelled by France, and ſeconded by factious ſpirits at 

home ? ) then can be ſufficiently thankful for the 

gra interpolition of Providence, which has not on- 

y averted the impending ruin, but turned it, with 

ag . vated confuſion, on the authors of our trou- 
es 


Methinks, every thing valuable which I poſſeſs, e- 
very thing charming which I behold, conſpire to en- 
hance this ever-memorable event. To this it is owing, 
that I can ramble unmoleſted along the vale of private 
life, and taſte all the innocent ſatisfactions of a con- 
templative retirement. Had Rebellion * ſucceeded in 
her deteſtable deſigns; inſtead of walking with ſecu- 
rity and complacence in theſe flowery paths, I might 
have met the afaſjin with his dagger; or have been 
obliged to abandon my habitation, and embrace 
&* the rock for a ſhelter.” Farewell then, ye fragrant 
ſhades; ſeats of meditation, and calm repole I ſhould 
have been driven from your loved retreats, to make 
way for ſome barbarous, ſome inſulting victor. Fare- 
well then, ye pleaſing toils, and wholeſome amuſe- 
ments of my rural hours! I ſhould no more have rear- 
ed the tender flower to the ſun ; no more have taught 
the eſpalier to expand her boughs ; nor have fetched, 
11 log od Foes my Kkitthen-garden, the pureſt ſup- 

cs 0 h. ot 9 | 

Had Rebellion ſucceeded ih her deteſtable deſigns ; 
inſtead of being regaled with the muſic of the woods, 
I might have been alarmed with the ſound of the 
trumpet, and all the thunder of war. Inſtead of be- 

* Referring to the rebellion, ſet on foot in the 
which, for ſeveral months, made a very 


in the north but was happily extinguiſhed glorious 
and deciſive victory at Culloden. | | I ; 


64 


ing entertained with this beautiful landſcape, I might 
have beheld our hou":s ranſacked, and our villages 
plundercd ; I might have behold our fenced cities en- 
compaſſed with armies, anl our fruitful fields “ cloth- 
« ed with deſolation;“ or have been ſhocked with the 
more frightful images of“ garments rolled in blood,” 
and of a ruflian's blade recking from a brother's 
heart. Inſtead of Peace, with her chearing olives, 
ſheltering our abodes; inſtead of Juſtice, with her im- 
partial ſcale, ſecuring our goods; Perſecution had bran- 
diſhed her ſword, and $S/avery clanked her chains. 
Nor are theſe miſeries imaginary only, or the crea- 
tures of a groundleſs panic. There are, in a neigh- 
bouring kingdom, who very lately 1 them 
in all their rigour *, And, it the malignant ſpirit of 
Popery had forced itſelf into our church ; if an abjured 
reterder had cut his way to our throne; we could 
8 no reaſon to expect a mitigation of their ſeverity, 
on our behalf. But, ſuppoſing the tender mercies of 
a bigotted uſurper to have been ſomewhat leſs cruel; 
where, alas! would have been the encouragement to 
cultivate our little portion ; or what pleaſure could a- 
riſe from an improved ſpot ; if both the one and the 
other lay, every moment, at the mercy of lawleſs 
wer? This embittering circumſtance would ſpoil 
their reliſh ; and by rendering them a precarious, would 
render them a jy/z/5 acquilition,—ln vain might the 
vine ſpread her purple cluſters; in vain be lavith of her 
generous juices; it Tyranny, like a ravenous harpy, 
thould be always hovering over the bowl, and ready 
to ſnatch it from the lip of Induſtry, or to wreſt it 
from the hand of Liberty. 
LIBERTY, that deareſt of names ; and Preperty, 


that beſt of charters, give an additional, an inexpreſ- 


ſible charm, to every delightful object.—See, how the 
declining ſun has beautified the weſtern clouds ; has ar- 
rayed them in crimſon, and ſkirted them with gold. 
Such a refinement of our domeſtic bliſs is property; 
ſuch an improvement of our 23 privileges is liberty. 
When the lamp of day ſhall withdraw his beams, 
there will ſtill remain the ſame collection of floating 
vapours ; but O! how changed, how gloomy! The 
carnation- ſtreaks are faded; the golden edgings are 
worn away ; and all the lovely tinges are loſt, in a 
leaden-coloured louring ſadneſs. Such would be the a- 
ſpect of all theſe ſcenes of beauty, and all theſe abodes 
of pleaſure, if expoſed continually to the caprice of 
arbitrary ſway, or held in a ſtate of abject and crin- 
ging dependence. 

he ſun has almoſt finiſhed his daily race, and haſtens 
to the goal. He deſcends lower and lower, till his cha- 
riot-wheels ſeem to hover on the utmoſt verge of the 
ſky. What is ſomewhat remarkable, the orb of light, 
upon the point of ſetting, grows conſiderably broader. 
The ſhadows of objects, * before they become blend- 
ed in undiſtinguiſhable darkneſs, are exceedingly 
lengthened +.—Like bleſſings, little prized, while poſſe/ 
kd; but highly eſteemed, the very inſtant they are 
preparing for their flight; bitterly regretted, when 
once they are gone, and to be ſeen no more. 

The radiant globe is, now, half-immerſed beneath 
the duſky earth; or, as the ancient poets ſpeak, 1s 
ſhooting into the ocean, and ſinks in the weſtern ſea. 
—And could I view the {® at this juncture, it would 

ield a moſt amuſing and curious ſpectacle. The rays, 
— horizontally on the liquid element, give it the 
appearance of floating glaſs; or, reflected in many a 
different direction, form a beautiful NI of 
colours. — A ſtranger, as he walks along the ſandy 
beach, and, loſt in penſive attention, liſtens to the 


* Sce a pamphlet, entitled, Popery always the ſame ;—which 
contains a narrative of the perſecutiont, and ſevere hardſhips, 
lately ſuffered by the Proteſtants in the ſouthern parts of France ; 
and cloſes with a moſt ſeaſonable, alarming, and ſpirited addreſs 
to the inhabitants of Great Britain, Printed 1746. | 


+ Majoreſque cadunt altis de montibus umbra., V1RG. 
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murmurings of tlie reſtleſs flood, is agrecably alarmed 
by the gay decorations of the ſurface. With entertain. 
ment, and with wonder, he ſees the curling waves 
here gliſtering with white, there glowing with purple; 
in one place, wearing an azure tincture; in another. 
gancing a caſt of undulating green ; in the whole, ex- 
ibiting a piece of fluid ſcenery, that may vie with 
yonder penſile tapeſtries, though wrought in the loom 
and tinged with the dyes of heaven. ö 
While I am tranſported by fancy to the ſhores of the 
ocean, the great luminary is funk beneath the horizon, 
and totally diſappears.” The whole face of the ground 
is overſpread with ſhades; or, with what one of the 
fineſt painters of nature calls, a dun 9 ſcurity. Only a 
few very ſuperior eminences are tipt with ſtreaming 
ſilver. The tops of groves, and lofty towers, catci; 
the /aſt ſmiles of day *; are till irradiated by the de- 
parting beams.—But, O! how tranſient is the dit. 
tinction! how momentary the gift! Like all the bleſ. 
ſings, which mortals enjoy below, it is gone, almoſt 28 
ſoon as granted, See! how guide r it trembles 
on the leaty ſpire; and glimmers, with a dying faint- 
neſs, on the mountain's brow. The little vivacity that 
remains, decays every moment. It can no longer 
hold its ſtation. While I ſpeak, it expires; and re- 

ſigns the world to the gradual approackes of night, 

o twilight grey | 
Has in her ſober liv'ry all things clad +. 


Every object, a little while ago, glared with light; 
but now all appears under a more qualified luſtre. The 


animals harmonize with the inſenſible creation; and 
What was gay in thoſe, as well as r in this, 


gives place to an univerſal gravity. In the meadows, 
all was jocund and fportive ; but now the gameſome 
lambs are grown weary of their frolics, and the tired 
ſhepherd has impoſed filence on his pipe. In the 
branches all was ſprightlineſs and ſong : but now the 
lively green is wrapt in the deſcending glooms ; and 
no tuneful airs are heard, only the plaintive ſtock- 
dove, cooing mournfully through the grove.—Should 
I now be vain and trifling, the heavens and the earth 
would rebuke my unſeaſonable levity. Therefore, be 
theſe moments devoted to thoughts /edate as the clo- 
ling day, /olemn as the face of things. And, indeed, 
however my ſocial hours are enlivened with innocent 
pleaſantry, let every evening, in her ſable habit, toll the 
bell to ſerious conſideration. Nothing can be more pro- 
per, for a perſon who walks on the borders of eternity, 
and is haſting continually to his final audit; nothing 
more proper, than daily to ſlip away from the circle 
of amuſements, and frequently to retnquiſh the hurry 
of buſineſs, in order to contider and adjuſt . the 
things that belong to his peace.” | 4 


SINCE the ſun is departed, from whence can it pro 
ceed, that I am not involved in pitchy darkneſs? 
Whence theſe remainders of diminiſhed . 
which, though ſcarcely forming a refulgence, ſo 
and ſooth the horrors of night. I ſee not the ſhining 
ruler, yet am cheared with a real, though faint com- 
munication of his ſplendor.—Does he remember us, 
in his progreſs through other climes ? Does he fend a 
detachment of his rays to eſcort us during his perſonal 


abſence ; or to cover (if I may uſe the military term) 
our retreat from the ſcene of action? Has he bequeath- 


ed us a dividend of his beams, ſufficient to render 
our circumſtances eaſy, and our ſituation agreeable? 
till ſleep pours its ſoft oppreſſion on the organs of 
ſenſe ; till {ſleep ſuſpends all the operations of our 


See this remarkable appearance delicately deſcribed, and 
wrought into a compariſon, which, in my opinion, is one of 
the moſt juſt, beautiful, and noble pieces of imagery, to be 
found in modern poetry; Night-Thoughts, No H. p. 42. 4t0 
edit. N | 

F Mir r. Par, Lift, b. IV. I, 598. 
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hands, and entirely ſuperſedes any farther occaſion for 
the light. _ n 
zie is ill judged and unreaſonable, to aſcri 8 
r to the ſun. Not unto him, _ 
unto him; but unto his almighty Maker, we are obli- 
ed. for this pleaſing attendant, this valuable legacy. 
The gracious Author of our being has ſo diſpoſed the 
collection of circumambient air, as to make it pro- 
ductive of this fine and wonderful effect. The ſun- 


beams, falling on the higher parts of the aereal fluid, 


- Nead of palling on in ſtrait lines, are bent inwards, 
1 — our ſight. Their natural courſe is 
over-ruled, and they are bidden to wheel about, on 
purpole to favour us with a welcome and ſalutary vi- 


lit —By which means, the bleſſing of light, and the 


ſeaſon of buſineſs, are conſiderably prolonged ; and, 
what is a very endearing circumſtance, prolonged moſt 
conſiderably, when the vehement heats of ſummer in- 
cline the ſtudent to poſtpone his walk, till the tempe- 
rate evening prevails ; when the important labours of 
the harveſt call the hyſbandman abroad, before the day 


is fully riſen. 


AFTER all the ardors of the ſultry day, how revi- 
ving is this coolneſs /—This gives new verdure to the fa- 
ding plants, new vivacity to the withering flowers, 
and a more exquiſite fragrance to their mingled ſcents. 
By this, the air alſo receives a new force, and is 
qualified to exert itſelf with greater activity: qualified 
to brace our limbs ; to heave our lungs ; and co-ope- 
rate, with a briſker impullſe, in perpetuating the circu- 
lation of our blood. —This I might call the grand a- 


lembic of nature ; which diſtils her moſt ſovereign cor- 


dial, the refreſhing dews. Inceſſant heat would rob 
us of their beneficial agency ; and oblige them to eva- 
porate, in imperceptible exhalations. Turbulent winds, 
or even the gentler motions of Aurora's fan, would 
diſſipate the riſing vapours, and not ſuffer them to 
form a coalition. But, favoured by the ſtillneſs, and 
condenſed by the coolneſs of the night, ny unite in 
pearly drops, and create that jinely-tempered humidity, 
Which chears the vegetable world, as 1leep exhilarates 
the animal. 4 

Not unlike to theſe are the advantages of /o/:tude. 


Ihe world is a troubled ocean; and who can erect ſta- 


ble purpoſes on its fluctuating waves? The world by 


a ſchool of wrong; and who does not feel himfelf 


warping to its pernicious influences &? On this ſed of 


glaſs t, how inſenſibly we flide from our own ſtedfaſt- 
neſs! Some ſacred truth, which was ſtruck in livel 


characters on our ſouls, is obſcured, if not obliterated. 


Some worthy re/olution, which heaven had wrought in 
our breaſts, is ſhaken, if not overthrown. Some en- 
ticing vanity, which we had ſolemnly renounced, again 
practiſes its wiles, and again captivates our affections. 
How often has an unwary glance kindled a fever of 
regular deſire in our hearts? How often has a word 
of applauſe dropt luſcious poiſon into our ears; or 
ſome diſreſpectful expreſſion raiſed a guſt of paſſion in 
our boſoms? Our innocence is of ſo tender a conſti- 


tution, that it ſuffers in the promiſcuous croud. Our 


purity is of ſo delicate a complexion, that it ſcarce 
touches on the world, without contracting a ſtain. We 
ſee, we hear, with peril. 

But here ſafety dwells. Every meddling and in- 
truſive avocation is ſecluded. Silence holds the door 
againſt the ſtrife of tongues, and all the impertinen- 
cies of idle converſation. The buſy ſwarm of vain i- 


mages, and cajoling temptations, which beſet us, with 


2 buzzing importunity, amidſt the gaieties of life, are 


chaſed by theſe thickening ſhades.—Here I may, with- 


. 


* Nunquam a turba mores, quot extuli, refero. Aliquid, ex co 


7d compoſui, turbatur : aliquid; ex his que ſugavi, redit, 
Inimica eft multorum con verſat io. SENEC, 


No III. + Rev. xv. 2. 


In eve 
pleaſe him; nor covet any happineſs, but to enjoy him. 


that diſtant ſituation, be beyond thy 


65 


my own heart; and 
learn that beſt of ſciences, to know: myſelf. Here the 


out diſturbance; commune with 


ers, and grace recover 


ſoul may rally her diſſipated 
1 opportunity to rectify 


its native energy.— This is 


every evil impreſſion; to expel the poiſon, and guard 


againſt the contagion, of corrupting examples. This 
is the place where I may, with advantage, apply my- 
ſelf to ſubdue the rebe/ within; and be maſter, not of 
a ſceptre, but of myſelf. —Throng then, ye ambitious, 
the levees of the powerful; I will be punctual in my 
aſſignations with ſolitude. To a mind intent upon its 
own improvement, ſolitude has charms incomparably 
more engaging, than the entertaimments preſented in the 
theatre, or the honours conterred in the drawing-room. 


I sd, ſolitude. Am I then alone *—"Tis true, my, 
acquaintance are at a diſtance. I have ſtole away from 
company, and am remote from all human obſervation. 
But that is an alarming thought, 


Millions of ſpiritual creatures walk the earth, 
Unſeen, both when we wake, and when we ſleep *. 


Perhaps, there may be numbers of thoſe invi/ible 
beings, patrolling this ſame retreat ; and joining with 
me, in contemplating the Creator's works. Perhaps, 
thoſe miniſtering ſpirits, who rejoice at the converſion of 
a ſinner, and hold up the goings of the righteous, 
may follow us to the lonely receſs; and, even in our 
moſt ſolitary moments, be our conſtant attendants.— 
What a pleaſing awe is awakened by ſuch a reflection! 
How venerable it renders my retired walks! I am ſtruck 
with reverence, as under the roof of ſome ſacred 
edifice, or in the preſence-chamber of ſome mighty mo- 
narch.— O! may I never bring any pride of imagi- 
nation, nor indulge the leaſt diſſolute affection, where 
i and exalted intelligences exerciſe their 
Watch! 

Tis poſſible, that I am encompaſſed with ſuch a 
cloud of witneſſes ; but it is certain, that Gop, the 
infinite eternal God, is now and ever with me. The 
great JEHovan, before whom all the angelic armies 
bow their heads, and veil their faces, ſurrounds me; 
ſupports me; pervades me. * In Him I live, move, 
and have my being.“ —The whole world is his au- 
guſt temple ; and, in the moſt ſequeſtered corner, I ap- 
pear before his adorable Majeſty, no leſs than when 
worſhip in his houſe, or kneel at his altar. In every 
place, therefore, let me pay him the homage of a 
heart, cleanſed from idols, and devoted to his ſervice. 
circumſtance, let me feel no ambition, but to 


How ſublime is the deſcription, and how ſtrikin 
the ſentiment, in that noble paſſage of the pſalms! 
Whither ſhall I go from thy Spirit, or whither ſhall I flee 


| from thy preſence *? If I climb up into the heights of Hhea- 


ven, thou art there inthroned in light. / I go down to 
the depths of the grave, thou art there alſo in thy pavilion 
of darkneſs. / I retire to the remoteſt eaſtern climes, 
where the morning firſt takes wing : if, ſwifter than the 
darting ray, I paſs to the oppoſite regions of the weſt, 
and remain in the uttermoſt parts of the ſea + : ſhall I, in 
reach ; or, by 
this ſudden tranſition, eſcape thy notice! So far from 
it, that could I, with one glance of thought, tranſ- 
port myſelf beyond all the bounds of creation; 1 
ſhould {till be encircled with the immenſity of thy eſ- 
ſence ; or rather, ſtill be incloſed in the hollow of thy 
hand. —Awtul, yet delightful truth ! Let it be inter- 


5 Mr. Par. Loft, b. IV. I. 677. of 
+ Pal. cxxxix, 7. 8. 9. There is, 1 chihk, an additional 
ſtrength and oy in the thought, if, with- the learned Mr 
Mudge, we ſuppoſe an antitheſis between the two clauſes of the 


laſt verſe, as there evidently is between thoſe of AA 


and that they expreſs, in a poetical ſtyle, the extremities of t 
eaſt and the 20. | or 
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woven with every thought! and become one with the 
very conſciouſneſs of my exiſtence ! that I may conti- 
nually walt with GOD, and conduct myſelf, in every 
ſtep of my behaviour, as ſeeing HIM that is inui- 
«. /ble.” 

The, are the happy perſons ; felicity, true felicity, is 
all their un; who * under an habitual ſenſe of 
Gop*'s omnipreſence, and a ſweet perſuaſion of his 
ſpecial love. If dangers threaten, their impregnable 

cfence is at hand. Nothing can be ſo near to territy, 
as their almighty Guardian to ſecure them,—To thele 
the hours can never be tedious ; and it is impoſſible 
for them to be alone. Do they ſtep aſide from the 
occupations of animal life? A more exalted ſet of em- 
ployments engage their attention. They addreſs 
themſelves, in all the various acts of devotion, to their 


heavenly Father; % now. ſees in ſecret, andwill hereafter 


reward them openly. They ſpread all their wants before 
his indulgent eye, and diſburden all their ſorrows into 
his compaſtionate boſom. Do they withdraw from hu- 
man ſociety ? They find themſelves under the more 
immediate regards of their Maker. If they reſign 
the ſatisfactions of ſocial intercourſe, it is to cultivate 
a correſpondence with the condeſcending Dxirx, and 
taſte the pleaſures of divine friendſhip. What is fuch 
a tate, but the very ſuburbs of heaven? What is ſuch 
a conduct, but an antepaſt of eternal bleſſedneſs ? 


Now, my ſoul, the day is ended. The hours are all 
fled. They are fled to the ſupreme Judge, and have 
given in their evidence; an evidence regiſtered in hea- 
ven! and to be produced at the great audit, Happy they 
whoſe improvement has kept pace with the fleetin 
minutes; who have ſeized the important fugitives, an 
engaged them in the purſuit of wi/dom, or devoted them 
to the ſervice of virtue.” | 

Fugitives indeed they are. Our moments flip a- 
way ſilently and inſenſibly. The thief ſteals not more 
unperceived from the pillaged houſe. —And will the 
runagates never ſtop? No: where-ever we are, how- 
eyer employed, time . purſues his inceſſant courſe. 
Though «we are liſtleſs and dilatory ; the great meaſu- 
rer of our days prefles on; {till preſſes on, in his un- 
wearied career * ; and whirls our weeks, and months, 
and years away. it not then ſurpriſingly ſtrange, to 
hear people complain of the ted:auſne/s of their time, 
and how heavy it hangs upan their hands? to ſee them 
contrive a varicty of amuling artifices, to accelerate 
its light, and get rid of its burden? Ah! thoughtleſs 
mortals! Why need you. urge the headlong torrent? 
Your days are ſwifter than a #«/t Which, carrying diſ- 
patches of the laſt importance, with unremitted ſpeed 
{cours the road. They paſs away like the nimble Pies F 
which have the wind in their wings, and ſkim along 
the watery plain, They haſten to their deſtined peri- 
od, with the rapidity of an eagle Which leaves the 
ſtormy blaſt behind her, while ſhe cleaves the air, and 
darts upon her prey +. 

Now the day is gone, haw hort it ap When 
my fond eye beheld it in perſpectiue, it ſeemed a very 
conſiderable fpace. Minutes crouded upon minutes, 
and hours ranged behind hours, exhibited an extenſive 
draught, and flattered me with a long progreſſion of 


pleaſures But, upon a retreſpective view, how won» 


- * Sed fugit interea, ſugit irreparabile tempus, VIRG. 
+ Fob ix. 25. 26. By theſe three very expreſſive images, 


the inſpired E repreſents the unintermitted and rapid flight 


of time. The paſſage is illuſtrated with great judgment, and 
equal delicacy, in Dr Grey's moſt ingenious abridgment of 

Schultens,— Pug tribus in elementis vii, hic admirabili 
cum emphaſi congeruntur. In terris, nil pernicius curſore, et 


quidem leti quid ferente. Rapidius tamen adhuc undas, non ſe- 


cant, ſed ſupervolant, 1 papyro contexta, Omnium ra- 
pidiſſime airem grandibus alis permetitur aquila, præcipiti lapſu 
ruens"in prædum. - "P | 
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derfully is the ſcene altered! The landicape, large and 
ſpacious, which a warm fancy drew, brought to the 
telt of cool experience, ſhrinks into a ſpan. Juſt as 
the ſhores vaniſh, and mountains dwindle to a ſpot, 
when the ſailor, ſurrounded by ſkies and occan, throws 
his laſt look on his native land. —How clearly do! 
now diſcover the cheat May it never impoſe upon my 
unwary imagination again! I find, there is nothing 
abiding on this fide eternity. A /ong duration, in a 
ſtate of finite exiſtence, is mere illuſion. 

Perhaps, the healthy, and the gay, may not readily 
credit the ſerious truth; eſpecially from a young pen, 
and new to its employ. Let us | refer ourſelves to 
the deciſion of the ancient. Aſk ſome venerable old 
perſon, who is juſt marching off the mortal ſage, 
How many have been the days of the years of thy life * ? 
It was a monarch's queſtion, and therefore can want 
no recommendation to the faſhionable world.—Oh. 
ſerve, how he ſhakes his hoary locks, and from a deep- 
felt conviction replies; © PFourſcore years have finiſhed 
their rounds, to furrow theſe Fe and clothe 
* this head in ſnow. Such a term may ſeem long and 
large to inconſiderate youth. But O] how * 
* how ſcanty, to one that has made the experiment! 
„Short, as a gleam of tranſient ſunſhine; ſcanty, as 
«© the ſhadow that departeth. Methinks, it was but 
« yeſterday thatlexchanged my chuldith ſports, for man- 
her! . exerciſes; and now I am reſigning them both, for 
58 the {leep of death. As ſoon as we are born, we be- 
gin to draw to our end,; and how ſmall is the inter- 
val between the cradle and the tomb! -O! may we 
believe this teſtimony of mature age! May every 
evening bring it, with clearer evidence, to our minds! 
And may we form ſuch an eſtimate of the little pit- 
tance, while it is upon the advancing hand, as we 
certainly make, when the ſands are all run down! 

Let me add one reflection on the work to be done, 
while this ſhuttle is flying through the loom 4. A 
work of no ſmall difficulty, yet of the utmoſt conſe- 

uence !—Haſt thou not ſeen, haſt thou not known, 

e excellent of the earth, who were living images of 
their Maker? His divine likeneſs was transfuſed into 
their hearts, and beamed forth in all their conduct; 
beamed forth in meekneſs of wiſdom, and purity of 
affection ; in all the tender offices of love, and all the 
noble efforts of zeal. To be ſtamped with the ſame 
beautiful ſignature, and to be followers of them, as 
they were of CHRIST; this, this is thy bufineſs. On 
the accompliſhment of this, thy eternal all depends. 
And will an affair of ſuch unſpeakable weight admit 
of a moments delay, or conſiſt with the leaſt remiſſ- 
neſs ? Eſpecially, ſince much of thy appointed time 
is already elapſed ; and the remainder is all uncertainty, 
ſave only that it is in the very act to fly,—Or fuppote, 
thou hadſt made a covenant with the grave, and waſt 
aſſured of reaching the age of Methuſelab,; how ſoon 
would even ſuch a leaſe expire — Extend it, if you 
pleaſe, ſtill farther ; and let it be co-exi/tent with nature 
itſelf. How inconſiderable is the addition! For yet 
a very little while, and the commiſſioned archangel 
lifts up bis hand to heaven, and ſwears by the al- 
mighty name, That time ſhall be no longer 1. Then 
abuſed opportunities will never return; and new o 
portunities will never more be offered, Then, ſhould 


Gen. xlvii. 8. Heb. Bib. 

+ My days are fwifter than a weaver's ſhuttle, Job vii. 6. 

t This alludes to the beginning of Revelations the xth ; 
which, abſtracted from its ſpiritual meaning, and conſidered 
only as a ſtately piece of machinery, well deſerves our attention; 
and, I will venture to ſay, has not its ſuperior, perhaps not 
its equal, in any of the moſt celebrated maſters of Greece and 
Rome.—A1l that is gloomy or beautiful in the atmoſphere, all 
that is ſtriking or magni t in every element, is taken to 
heigbten the idea. Yet nothing is diſproportionate; but an 
uniform air of ineffable majeſty greatens, exalts, ennobles the 
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; g with—wiſh ever ſo paſſionately—for 
neghgent mort few moments only—to be thrown 
back from the opening eternity; thouſands of worlds 
would not be able to procure the grant. Wap 
Shall I now be induſtrious to ſhorten what is no 
longer than a ſpan, or to quicken the pace of what is 
— on the wing? Shall I ſquander away what 1s 
unutterably important, while it laſts ; and, when once 
departed, is altogether irrevocable? O! my ſoul, for- 
bear the folly; forbear the deſperate extravagance. 
Wilt thou chide as 2 loiterer, the arrow that boundeth 
from the ſtring; or ſweep away diamonds, as the re- 
fuſe of thy houſe ? Throw time away Aſtoniſhing, 
ruinous, irreparable profuſeneſs : Throw empires away, 
and be blamelefs. But O! be parſimonious of thy 
days; huſband thy precious hours. They go connect- 
ed, indiſſolubly connected, with heaven or hell *. 
Improved, they are a ſure pledge of everlaſting glo- 
ry; waſted, they are a fad preface to never-ending con- 


fulion and anguiſh. 


Wu a profound ſilence has compoſed the world! 
So — 8 the Fara: that my very breath ſeems a 
noiſe ; the ticking of my watch is diſtinctly heard; if 
I do but ſtir, it creates a diſturbance.— There is now 
none of that confuſed din from the tumultuous city 
no voice of jovial ruſtics from the my rg 11. mea- 
dow ; no chirping melody from the ady thicket.— 
Every lip is ſealed. Not the leaſt whiſper invades the 
air; nor the leaſt motion ruſtles among the boughs. 
Echo herſelf ſleeps unmoleſted. The expanded ear, 
though all attention, catches no found, but the liquid 
lapſe of a diſtant murmuring ſtream. | 


All things are huſb' d, as nature's ſelf lay dead. 


whole, —Be pleaſed to obſerve the 5 of this auguſt perſon- 
age. All the brightneſs of the ſun thines in his countenance z 
and all the rage of the fire burns in his feet.-Sec his apparel. 
The clouds compoſe his robe, and the drapery of the iky 
floats upon his ſhoulders, The rainbow forms his diadem ; and 
that which © compaſſeth the heaven with a glorious circle,” 
is the ornament of his head, —Behold his attitude, One foot 
ſtands on the ocean, the other reſts on the land The wide-ex- 
tended earth, and the world of waters, ſerve as pedeſtals for 
thaſe mighty columns. — Conſider the action. His hand is 
lifted up to the height of the ſtars, He ſpeaks; and the re- 
gions of the firmament echo with the mighty accents, as the 
midnight-defert refounds with the lion's roar, The artillery 
of the ſkies is diſcharged at the ſignal ; a peal of ſevenfold 
thunders ſpreads the alarm, and prepares the univerſe to re- 
ceive his orders, —To finiſh all, and give the higheſt grandeur, 
as well as the utmoſt ſolemnity, to the repreſentation, hear the 
decree that iſſues from his mouth. He fwears by H I'M that 
liveth for ever and ever. In whatever manner fo majeſtic a 
perſon had expreſſed himfelf, he could not fail of commanding 
univerſal attention. But when he confirms his ſpeech by a moſt 
ſacred and inviolable oath, we are not only wrapt in ſilent ſuſ- 
penſe, but overwhelmed with the profoundeſt awe, —He ſwears, 
That time ſhall be no langer. Was ever voice ſo full of terror 
ſo big with wonder ? It proclaims, not the fall of empires, but 
the final period of things, It ſtrikes off the wheels of nature; 
bids ages and generations ceaſe to roll ; and, with one potent 
word, conſigns a whole world over to diſſolution.— This is one 
among a multitude of very ſublime and mafterly firokes, to 
be found in that too much neglected book—the BIBLE. 
I remember to have ſeen, upon a ſun-dial in a phyſician's 
garden at Northampton, the following inſcription ; which, I 
think, is the moſt 7 motto for the inſtrument that mea- 
ſures our time, and the moſt Ariting admonition that can poſ- 
fibly be preſented to every eye. 


AB HOC MOMENTO PENDET ZETBRNITAS. 


The weighty ſenſe of which, I know not how to expreſs in 
Engliſh, more happily than in thoſe words of Dr Watts : 


Good God! on what a fender thread 


[Or, on what a moment of time] 
Hang everlaſting things ! 
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If, in the midſt of this deep and univerſal compo- 
ſure, ten thouſand bellowing thunders ſhould burſt o- 


ver my head, and rend the ſkies with their united vol- 
leys; how ſhould I bear ſo unexpected a fbock? It 
would ſtun my ſenſes, and confound my thoughts. 
I ſhould ſhudder in every limb; perhaps ſink to the 
earth with terror. Conſider then, O mortals ! conſi- 


der the much more prodigious and amazing call, which 


will, ere long, alarm your fleeping bones. When the 
tenants of the tomb have ſlumbered, in the moſt un- 
diſturbed repoſe, for a multitude of ages; what an in- 
conceivable conſternation muſt the out of the arch- 
angel, and the trump of Go p, occaſion! Will it not 
wound the ear of the ungodly ; and affright, even to 
diſtraction, the impenitent ſinner? The ſtupendous 
peal will ſound through the vaſt of heaven; will ſhake 
the foundations of nature; and pierce even the dee 
elt receſſes of the grave. And how—O! how will the 
priſoners of divine juſtice be able to endure that tre- 
mendous ſummons to a far more tremendous tribunal ? 
—Do thou, my ſoul, liſten to the fill voice of the 
goſpel. Attend, in this thy day, to the gracious in- 
vitations of thy Saviour. Then ſhall that great mid- 
night-cry loſe its horror, and be muſic in thy ears. It 
ſhall be welcome to thy reviving clay, as the tidings 
of liberty to the dungeon-captive ; as the year of ju · 
bilee to the haraſſed flave. This, this ſhall be its 
charming import ; © Awake, and ſing, ye that dwell in 
duſt * 75 a 


WHaT 2 eral ceſſation of affairs has this duſky 
hour introduced, A little while ago, all was hurry, 
hurry. Life and activity exerted themſelves in a thou- 
ſand buſy forms. The city ſwarmed with paſſing and 
repaſſing multitudes. All the country was ſweat and 
duſt. The air floated in perpetual agitation, by the 
fitting birds, and humming bees. Art ſat prying with 
her piercing eyes; while Induſtry plied her reſtleis hands. 
— But ſee, how all this fervent and impetuous buſtle 
is fled with the ſetting ſun. The beaſts are ſlunk to 
their graffy couch; and the winged people are retired 
to their downy neſts. The hammer has reſigned its 
ſounding taſk, and the file ceaſes to repeat its flying 
touches. Shut is the well-frequented ſhop, and its 
threſhold no longer worn by the feet of numerous 
cuſtomers. The village-ſwain lies drowned in ſlum- 
bers; and even his truſty dog, who, for a conſiderable 
time, ſtood centry at the door, is extended at his eaſe, 
and fnores with his maſter.— In every place To reclines 
her head, and Application folds her arms. All intereſts 
ſeem to be forgot ; all purſuits are ſuſpended ; all em- 
ployment is funk away, ſunk away with t thoſe fluttering 
myriads, which lately ſported in the ſun's departing rays. 
—” Tislike the ſabbath of univerſal nature; or as though 
the pulſe of life ſtood ſtill. 

Thus will it be with our infinitely momentous con- 
cerns, when once the ſhadows of the evening (that long 
evening which follows the footſteps of Jeath ) are 
ſtretched over us. The dead cannot ſeek unto Gop; 
the living, the living alone, are poſſeſſed of this ine- 
ſtimable opportunity f. There is no work or de- 
“vice, no repentance or amendment, in the grave t, 


| * If. xxvl. 19 AG! 

+ Behold! now is the accepted time. Behold! now is the day 

of ſalvation. 2 Cor. vi. 2. 8 
Haſte, haſte, he lies in wait, he's at the door, 
Inſidious death! ſhou'd his ſtrong hand arreſt, 

No compoſition ſets the pris ner free. 

+ They who are gone down to the grave, are repreſented 
(J xxxviy. 11.) by the phraſe, AW — rendered by Vi- 
tringa, Theſe that inhabit the land of intermiſſion or 1 — 
Which prevents all appearance of tautology in the ſentence; 
and is, I think, a valuable improvement of tranſlation ; 
it conveys an idea, not only diſtin from the. preceding; bal ; 
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« whither we all are haſting,” When once that c/n 
ſcene is advanced, we ſhall have no other part to ac 
on this earthly theatre. Then, the fluggard, who has 


ilumbered away life in a criminal inactivity, mult lie 


down in hopcleſs diſtreſs, and everlaſting ſorrow. 
Then that awful-doom will take place, 
& holy, let him be holy ſtill ; and he that is /t, let 


„hum be filthy for ever.“ | 


Is it ſo, my foul ? Is this the only, only time allotted 


for obtaining the great reward, and making thy ſalva- 
tion ſure? And art thou lulled in a vain ſecurity, or 
dreaming in a ſupine inadvertency* Start, O! ſtart 
from thy trance. Gird up:the loins of thy mind, and 
work while it is day. Improve the preſent ſeed- time, 
that eternity may yield a joyful harveſt.— We eſpecially, 
who are watchmen in [/rae/, and miniſters of the glo- 
rious goſpel; may we be awakened, by this conſidera- 
tion, to all aſſiduity in our holy office. Some or other 
of our people are ever and anon departing into the invi- 
lible ſtate; all our friends are making inceſſant ap- 
proaches to their long home; and we ourſelves hall ve- 
ry ſhortly be tranſmitted to the confinement of the 
tomb. This is the favourable juncture, wherein alone 
we can contribute to their endleſs welfare. This 1s the 
crilis, the all-important rriſis, of their final felicity. 
inſtantly, therefore, let us pour in our wholeſome in- 
ſtructions; inſtantly let us ply them with our earneſt 
exhortations. A moment's delay may be an irrepa- 
rable loſs ; may be irretrievable ruin. While we pro- 
craſtinate, a fatal ſtroke may intervene ; and place us 
ond the power of adminiſtering, or place hem be- 
yond all poſſibility of receiving, any ſpiritual good “. 


How frequently is the face of nature changed / and, 
by changing, made more agreeable /—The long- 
continued glitter of the day, renders the ſoothing 
| thades of the evening doubly welcome. Nor does 
the morn ever purple the eaſt with ſo engaging a luſtre, 
as after the gloom of a dark and diſmal night.—At 
preſent, a calm of tranquillity is ſpread through the 
univerſe. The weary winds have forgot to blow. The 
gentle gales have fanncd themſelves aſleep. Not fo 
much as a ſingle leaf nods. Even the quivering aſpin 
reſts. And not one breath curls ver the ſlreem.—Some- 
times, on the contrary, the fempeſt ſummons all the 
forces of the air; and pours itſelf, with reſiſtleſs fury, 
from the angry north. The whole atmoſphere is toſ- 
{ed into tumultuous confulion, and the watery world is 
heaved to the clouds. The aſtoniſhed mariner, and 
his ſtraining veflel, now ſcale the rolling mountain, 
and hang dreadfully viſible on the broken ſurge ; now 
ihoot, with headlong impetuoſity, into the yawning 

ulf; and neither hulk nor maſt is ſeen. The ſtorm 
— over the continent; raves along the city-{treets; 


of a very poetical and very afflicting nature; ſuch as was per- 
teftly natural for the royal finger, and royal ſufferer to dwell 
upon, in his deſponding moments. Thus interpreted the ſenſe 


will run; „I ball ſee man no more; I ſhall be cut off from 
16 


the chearful ways of men, and all the ſweets of human ſo- 
46 


ciety. And, what is a farther aggravation of the threaten- 
** ed ſtroke, I ball, by its taking place, be numbered with 
«© thoſe that inherit the land of ceſſation and inaCtivity ; where 
there will be no more poſſibility of contributing to the hap- 
pineſs of my kingdom, no more opportunity of advancing 
my Creator's glory, or of making my own final ſalvation 
** ſure.” A ſentiment like his is grand, important, and full 
of benevolence; removes all ſuſpicion of unbecoming pujilla- 
nimity, and does the higheſt honour to the monarch's charac- 
ter, a | 

»The caſe repreſented by the prophet (1 Kings xx. 40.) 
ſeems perfectly applicable on this occaſion. As thy ſervant 
was buſy here and there, he was gone. So, while we are either 
remiſs in our function, or laying ourſelves out upon inferior 
cares, the people of our charge may be gone ;—gone beyond 
| the influence of our counſels, beyond the reach of our prayers; 
gone into the unchangeable and eternal ſtate, | 


e that is 
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ſtruggles through the foreſt-boughs ; and terrifies the 
ſavage nations with a howl, more wildly horrid than 
their own. The Knotty oaks bend before the blaſt 3 
their iron trunks groan; and their ſtubborn limbs are 
daſhed to the ground. The lotty dome rocks; and 
even the {old tower totters on its baſis. 

Such variations are kindly contrived, and with an 
evident condeſcenſion to the ſickleneſs of our taſte.” 
Becauſe a perpetual repetition of the ſame objects would 
create ſatiety and di/puſt ; therefore the indulgent Fa- 
ther of our race has diverſified the univerſal ſcene, 
and bid cvery appearance bring with it the charm of 
novelty.— This circumſtance is beneficial, as well as en— 
tertaining. Providence, cver n to mortals, ever 
intent upon promoting our felicity, has taken care to 
mingle, in the conſtitution of things, what is pleaſing 
to our imagination, with what is ſerviceable to our 
intereſts. The piercing winds, and rugged aſpect of 
winter, render the balmy gales, and flowery ſcenes 
of ſpring, peculiarly delightful. At the ſame time, 
the keen froſts mellow the ſoil, and prepare it for the 
hand of Induſtry. The ruſhing rains impregnate the 
glebe, and fit it to become a magazine of plenty. 
The earth is a great /aboratcry ; and December's ll 
collects the grofs materials, which are ſublimated by 
the reſining warmth of May. The air is a pure elaſtic 
fluid; and were it always to remain in %ig motion- 
leſs ſerenity, it would loſe much of its active ſpring ; 
was it never agitated by thoſe wholeſome concuſſions, 
it would contract a noiſome, perhaps, a peſtilential 
taint. In which caſes, our reſpiration, inſtead of 
purifying, would corrupt the vital juices ; inſtcad of 
ſupplying us with refreſhment, would be a ſource of 
diſcaſes; or every gaſp we draw, might be unavoid- 
able death *.—How then ſhould we admire, how 
ſhould we adore, that happy union of benignity and 
wiſdom; which, from a 24 74 of diſpenſations, pro- 
duces an wirformity of good? produces a perpetual 
ſucceſhon of delights, and an uninterrupted ſeries of 
advantages ! 

The darkneſs is now at its height; and I cannot but 
admire the obliging manner of its taking place. It 
comes not with a blunt and abrupt incivility, but 
makes gentle and reſpectful advances. A precipitate 
tranſition, from the ſplendors of day, to all the hor- 
rors of midnight, would be inconvenicnt and fright- 
ful. It would bewilder the traveller in his journey ; 
it would ſtrike the creation with amazement ; and, 
perhaps, be pernicious to the organs of fight. There- 
fore the gloom ruſhes not upon us inſtantaneouſly, 
but increaſes by flow degrees; and, ſending twilight 
before as its harbinger, decently advertiſes us of its ap- 
proach. By this means, we are neither alarmed, nor 
incommoded, by the change ; but are able to take all 
ſuitable and timely meaſures for its reception.—Thus 
graciouſſy has Providence regulated, not only the 


grand viciſſitudes of the ſeaſons, but alſo the common 


interchanges of light and darkneſs, with an apparent 
reference to our comfort. 


* Conſidering the immenſe quantity of , coals, and other 
combuſtible materials, which are daily conſumed, and evapo- 
rate into the air; conſidering the numberleſs ſteams, and 
clouds of ſmoke, which almoſt continually overwhelm populous 
cities; the noiſome exhalations, which ariſe from thronged in- 
ſirmaries and loathſome jails, from ſlagnating lakes and putrid 
fens the variety of offenſive and unwholeſome effluvia, which 
proceed from other cauſes ;—it is a very remarkable inſtance 
of a Providence, at once tenderly kind, and infinitely powerful, 
that mankind is not fuffocated with ſteneh; that the air is not 
choked with filth, —The air is the common ſewer, into which ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand nuiſances are inceſſantly diſcharged; 
yet it is preſerved. ſo thoroughly clear, as to afford the, mot 
tranſparent medium for viſion ; 1o delicately undulatory, as to 
tranſmit, with al! imaginable diſtinctneſs, every diverſity gf ſound; 
ſo perfectly pure, as to be the conſtant refiner of the fluids, in 
every animal that breathes, 1 Fe 1 1 
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erce inhabitants of the foreſt forſake 
* - thouſand grim forms, 2 thouſand 
rowling monſters, pace the deſert. Death is in their 
ws, While, ſtung with hunger, and athirſt for blood, 
th roam their nightly rounds.—Unfortunate the 
2 who is overtaken by the night, in thoſe diſ- 
mal wilds ! How muſt he ſtand aghaſt at the min- 
gled yell of ravenous throats, and lions roaring atter 
their prey! Defend him, propitious heaven! or elle 
he muſt ſee his endearing ſpoule, and hail his native 
home, no more Now the prowling 
murderous ruffian, dogs the ſhepherd's footſteps, and 
beſets his bleating charge. The fox, like a crafty fe- 
lon, ſteals to the thatched cottage, and carries off the 
ered booty. 
wy for the world, were theſe the only —_— 
ers that walk in darkneſs. But, alas! there are ſa- 
vages in human ſhape, who, muffled in ſhades, infeſt 
the abodes of civilized life. The ſons of violence 
make choice of this ſeaſon *, to perpetrate the molt 
outrageous acts of wrong and robbery. The adulte- 
rer waiteth for the twilight; and, baſer than the vil- 
lain on the highway, betrays the honour of his bo- 
ſom-friend. Now Faction forms her cloſe cabals, and 
whiſpers her traiterous inſinuations. Now Rebellion 
plans her accurſed plots, and prepares the train to 
blow a nation into ruin. Now crimes which hide 
their odious heads in theday, haunt the ſeats of ſociety, 
and ſtalk through the gloom with audacious front. Now 
the vermin of the /tews crawl from their lurking-holes, 
to wallow in fin, and ſpread contagion through the 
night : each ſoothing himſelf with the fond notion, 
that all is ſafez that no eye ſees. Lite 
Are they then concealed ? Prepoſterous madmen : 
to draw the curtain between their infamous practices, 
and a little ſet of mortals ; but lay them open to all 
theſe chaſte and waleful eyes of heaven +! as though 
the moon and ſtars were made to light men to their 
revels, and not to GO D.—are they then concealed ? 
No, truly. Was every one of theſe vigilant lumina- 
ries cloſed ; an eye #eener than the lightning's flaſh, an 
eye brighter than ten thouſand ſuns, beholds their e- 
very motion. Their thickeſt ſhades are beaming 
day f, to the jealous Inſpector, and ſupreme Judge 
of human actions, —Deluded creatures! have hy 
not heard, have ye not read, that clouds and dark- 
« nefs are HIS majeſtic reſidence ||?” In that very 
gloom, to which you fly for covert, he erects his 
throne. What you reckon your ſcreen, is the bar of 
his tribunal. O! remember this ! ſtand in awe, and 
ſin not. Remember, that the great and terrible Gov 
i about your path J, when you take your midnight- 
range ; 18 about your bed, when you indulge the looſe 


delire ; and ſpies out all your ways, be they ever ſo ſe- 


cretly conducted, or artfully diſguiſed. 


Som minutes 230, a paſſenger croſſed along the 
ground, and fetch- 
ed fire from a flint. My eye, tho' at a diſtance, catch- 


road. His horſe's foot ſtruck the 


* _— — When night h 
Darkens the ſtreets, then wander forth the ſons 
Of Belial, flown with infoleace.and wine. MiLT., 


+ — — Sed luna videt, ſed fidera teſtes 
Intendunt oculos. 
I This is finely, and very forcibly expreſſed by the pſalmiſt: 
If I jay, Peradventure the darkneſs ſhall cover me; then ſball 
my night be turned to day : or, as it may be rendered ſomewhat 
more emphatically, Even the night 
round me, Pal. cxxzix. 10. 


| Pfal, xcvii. 2. 


+ The original words are much ſtronger than the wanberion, 
MW and nra0on figaify, Thou ffteft my path, and art in- 
!1mately acquainted with all my ways: the former, I apprehend, - 


denoting the exact cogniſance which the Almighty taketh, the 
latter implying the conſtant inſpection which he exerciſeth, o- 
ver ali the circumſtances of our conduct. P/al. cxxxix. 2. 


Ne IV, 


blaze of day.—So *, when ſickn 


wolf, like a 


be broad day - light all a- 


ed the view ; and ſaw, with great clearneſs, the tran- 
ſient ſparkles: of which, had I been ever ſo near, I 
ſhould not have diſcerned the /eaſt 65 under the 

has drawn a veil 
over the gaiety 


how many important convictions preſent themſelves with 
the brighteſt evidence! Under the ſunſhine of proſpe- 
rity, they lay undiſcovered ; but, when ſome inter- 
vening cloud has darkened the ſene, they emerge 
from their obſcurity, and even glitter upon our minds. 
Then, the world, that deluſive cheat, confeſſes her 
emptineſs: but IEsus, the bright and Morning-ſtar, 
beams forth with inimitable luſtre. Then, vice loſes 
all her fallacious allurements ; that painted ſtrumpet is 
horrible, as the hags of hell: but virtue, deſpiſed vir- 


tue, gains lovelineſs from a louring providence, and 


treads the ſhades with more than mortal charms.— 
May this reconcile me, and all the /ons of ſorrow, to 
our appointed ſhare of ſuffering | If tribulation tend 
to diſſipate the inward darkneſs, and pour heavenly 
day upon our minds; welcome diſtreſs ; welcome 
diſappointment ; welcome whatever our froward fleſh, 
or peeviſli paſſions, would miſcall calamities. Theſe 
light alflictions, which are but for a moment, ſhall fit 
eaſy upon our ſpirits ; ſince they befriend our know- 
ledge; promote our faith; and ſo © work out for us a 
> for more exceeding and eternal weight of glory f.“ 


How has this darkneſs ſnatched every ſplendid and 
graceful object from my ſight! It has daſhed the {pon 
over the pictures of ſpring, and deſtroyed all the deli- 
cate diſtinctions of things. Where are now the fine 
tinges, which ſo lately charmed me from the owing 
parterre? The bluſh is {truck out from the cheeks of 
the role, and the ſnowy hue is dropt from the lily. I 
calt my eyes toward a magnificent ſeat z but the aſpi- 


ring columns, and fair-expanded fro 


nt, are mingled 
in rude confuſion. Without the ſun, all the Games 


of the blooming world is a mere blank ; all the ſym- 
metry of architecture is a /hapeleſs heap. 

Is not this an expreſſive emblem of the lovelineſs, 
which the Sun of Righteouſneſs transfuſes into all that 
is amiable ? Was it not for Iss, and his merits; 1 


ſhould ſigh with anguiſh of ſpirit ; even while I rove © 


through ranks of the moſt beautiful flowers, or breathe 
amidſt a wilderneſs of ſweets. Was it not for ]zsvs, 


and his merits ; I ſhould roam like ſome diſconſelate 


ſpectre, even through the ſmiles of creation, and the 


careſſes of fortune. My converſation in this Id 
though dreſſed in the moſt engaging forms of — 


beg leave to inform the young gentleman, whoſe name 
dignifies my dedication, that bis was a remark of his honour- 
ed father, when we rode together, and converſed in a duſky 
evening, I mention this circumſtance, partly to ſecure the pa- 
ragraph from contempt ; 3 to give him, and the world, 
an idea of that eminently ſerious taſte which diſtinguiſhed my 
deceaſed friend, —The 4% obvious the reflection, the more clear- 
ly it diſcovers a turn of mind remarkably ſpiritual ; which 


© would ſuffer nothing to eſcape, without yielding ſome religious 
improvement. The meaner the incident, the more admirable 


was that fertility of imagination, which could deduce 
limeſt truths from the moſt trivial occurrences, © the ſub- 


+ 2 Cor iv. 17. The great Stephens, that oracle of Grecian 
learning, tranſlates a one,, Duo nibil majus diei aut fingi 
poteſt. But how does the ſenſe riſe ! how is the idea ealrged, 
under two ſuch forcible expreflions! wav vripform us 
The whole verſe is a maſterpiece of the beautiful antitheſis, the 
lively deſcription, and the nervous diftion. It is one of thoſe 
exquiſite paſſages in the inſpired writings, which, like ſome 
rich aromatic plants, cannor be transferred from their own ge> 


nerous and native ſoil, without being impaired in their vivaci b 


and loſing much of their delicacy. Perhaps. the following 


verſion may be ſomewhat leſs injurious to the ſacred. 01 inal, 


than the common tranſlation ;—Our very light affliftion, which. 


1s but juft ſor the preſent moment, worketh out a far more ex. 
ceeding, an incomparnbly great, and eternal weight of glory. 
att; 0 


of our hearts; When misfortunes have 
eclipſed the ſplendor of our outward circumſtances; 
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pleaſure, would be like the paſſage of a condemned ma- 
ſefactor, through enamelled meadows, and bowers of 
blus, to be broke upon the wheel, or to expire on the 
rack. But a daily reflection on the Lams's atoning 
blood; a comfortable truſt, that / my foul is reconciled 
through this divine expiation ; this is the ray, the 
golden ray, which irradiates the face of the univerſe. 
This is the // of beauty, which makes all things wear 
a chearful aſpect; and the oi of gladnef, which diſ- 
poſes the ſpectator to behold them with delight “. This, 
this is the ſecret charm, which teaches nature, in all 
her proſpects and all her productions, ſo exquilitely to 
pleaſe. 


« Man goeth forth to his work, and to his labour, 
«till the evening.“ But then his ſtrength fails; his 
ſpirits flag; and he ſtands in need, not only of ſome 
reſpite from toil, but of ſome kindly and ſovereign 
refre{hments.--What an admirable 3 for this 
zurpoſe is /eep/ Sleep introduces a moit welcome va- 
— — for the ſoul and body. The exerciſes of 
the brain, and the labours of the hand, are at ONCE diſ- 
continued. So that the weary limbs repair their ex- 
hauſted vigour ; while the per/ive thoughts drop their 
load of ſorrows, and the buſy ones reſt fi um the tatigue 
of application. — Moſt reviving cordial: equally bene- 
ficial to our animal and intellectual powers. It ſupples 


the fleſhly machine, and keeps all its nice movements 


in a proper poſture for eaſy play. It arimates the 
thinking faculties with freſh alacrity, and rekindles 
their ardor for the ſtudies of the dawn. Without theſe 
enlivening recruits, how ſoon would the moſt robuſt 
conſtitution be waſted into a walking feleton ; and the 
moſt learned ſage degenerate into a hoary idiot! Some 
time ago, I beheld, with ſurpriſe, poor Florio. His 


air was wild; his countenance meagre; lus thoughts 


roving, and ſpeech diſconcerted. Inquiring the cauſe 
of this ſtrange alteration, I was informed, that, for 
ſcveral nights, he had not cloſed his eyes in ſleep. For 
want of which noble reſtorative, that ſprightly youth 


{who was once the life of the diſcourſe, and the darling 


of the company) is become a ſpectacle of miſery and 
horror. i 
Hew m_ of my fellow creatures are, at this very 


inſtant, con 


nights are appointed to me +/ Inſtead of indulging ſoft 
repoſe, they are counting the tedious hours ; telling 
every ſtriking clock; or meaſuring the very moments, 
by their throbbing pulſe. How many, harafled with 


pain, moſt paſſionately long to make tome little truce. 


with their agonies, in peaceful ſlumbers! How many, 
lick with di/quietude, and reſtleſs even on their downy 
pillows, would purchaſe this tranſient obhvion of their 
woes, almoſt at any rate That which wealth cannot 
procure, which multitudes ſigh for in vain, thy Gop 


has beſtowed on thee, times out of number. The wel- 
come viſitant, punctual at the needed hour, has enter- 


ed thy chamber, and poured his poppies round thy 


» Thus applied, that fine piece of Fattery, addreſſed to: the 
Heathen emperor, is ſtrictly and literally true. 


— Vultus ubi tnus 
Aﬀulſfit populo, gratior it dies, 
Et foles melius nitent. HorarT. 
Which I would caſt in a Chriſtian mould, and thus tranſlate : 
When faith preſents the Saviour's death, 
And whiſpers, ** This is thine ;” 
"ug my riſing hours advance, 
And peacefully decline. 
While ſuch my views, the radiant ſun 
Sheds a more ſprightly ray 
Each object ſmiles; all nature charms: 
Iſing my cares away. 
+ Job vii. 3. 


ned to the bed of languithing; and com- 
phining, with that illuſtrious ſufferer of old, Meariſome 


| — 
couch ; has gently cloſed thy eye-lids, and ſhed hi; 
flumberous dews over all thy ſenſes. 

Since ſleep is ſo abſolutely neceſſar'r, fo ineſtimably 
valuable, obſerve, what a fine apparatus almighty Sock. 
neſs has made, to accommodate us with the balmy bleſ- 
ſing. With how kind a precaution he removes what- 
ever might obſtruct its acceſs, or por its influence! 
He draws around us the curtain of darkneſs ; which 
inclines us to a drowly. iadolence, and conceals ey 
object that might too ſtrongly agitate the ſenſe. He 
conveys peace into our apartments ; and impoſes ſilence 
on the whole creation. Every animal is bidden to 
tread ſoftly, or rather to — 1 * its motion, when 
man is retiring to his repoſe. May we not diſcern, in 
this gracious diſpoſition of things, the tender cares of 
a nur/ing-mother ; who huſhes every noiſe, and fecludes 
every diſturbance, when the has laid the child of her 
love to reſt? So, by ſuch ſoothing circumſtances, and 
gently-working opiates, HE giveth, to his beloved, fleep &. 

Another ſignal inſtance of a providence intent upon 
our welfare, is, that we are preſerved /afe in the 
hours of /umber, How are we then loſt. to all appre- 
henſion of danger, even though the murderer be at 
our bed- ſide, or his naked ſword at our breaſt ! De- 
ſtitute of all concern for ourſelves, we are unable to 
think of, much more to provide for, our own ſecurity, 
At theſe moments, therefore, we lie open to innumer- 
able perils; perils from the reſiſtleſs rage of flames ; 
perils from the inſidious artifices. of thieves, or the 
outrageous violence of robbers; perils from the irregular 
workings + of our own thoughts, and eſpecially from 
the incurſions of our ſpiritual enemy. | 

What dreadful miſchief might that reſtlefs, that im- 
placable adverſary of mankind work, was there not an 
inviſible hand to control his rage, and protect poor 
mortals : What ſcenes of horror might he repreſent 
to our imaginations, and © ſcare us with dreams, or 


« terrify us with viſions} ”* But the Keeper of Iſrael, 


Pfad. enn. 2. 


+ I think, it is referable only to a ſuperintending and watch · 
ful providence, that we are not hurried into the moſt pernicious 
actions, when our imagination is heated, and our reaſon ſtu- 
pehed by dreams.—-We have ſometimes heard of unfortunate 
perſons, who, walking in their ſleep, have thrown themſelves 
headlong from a window, and been daſhed to death on the 
pebbles. And whence is it, that ſuch diſaſtrous accidents are 
only related as pieces of news, not experienced by- ourſelves, 
or our families? Were our minds more ſober in their opera- 
tions, or more circumſpect in their regards? No, verily : no- 
thing could be more wild than their excurſions ; and none 
could be more inattentive to their own welfare. Therefore, if 
we have laid us down, and flept in peace; it was, becauſe the 
LORD vouchſafed us the ſweet refreſhment: if we roſe again 
in ſafety, it was, becauſe the LORD ſuſtained us with his unre- 
mitted protection. 

Will the candid reader excuſe me, if I add a ſhort ſtory, or 
rather a matter of fact, ſuitable to the preceding remark ?— 
Two perſons, who had been hunting together in the day, flept 
together the following night. One of them was renewing the 
purſuit in his dream ; and, having run the whole circle of the 
chace, came, at laſt, to the fall of the Upon this, he 
cries out with a determined ardor, Pl! kill him, I' kill him: 
and immediately feels. for the knife, which he carried in his 
pocket. His companion happening to be awake, and obſer- 
ving what paſſed, leaped from the bed. Being fecure from 


danger, and the moon ſhining into the room, he ſtood to view 


the event. When, to his inexpreſſible ſurpriſe, the infatuated 
ſportſman gave ſeveral deadly ſtabs, in the very place, where, 
a moment before, the throat and the life of his friend lay. 
This I mention, as a proof, that nothing hinders us, even from 
being aſſaſſins of other's, or murderers of ourſelves, amidſt the mad 
fallies of ſteep ; only the preventing care of our heavenly Father. 

+ What a complete maſter that malignant ſpirit is in exhibiting 
viſionary repreſentations, appears from his conduft towards 
CHRIST, on the high mountain: and that he is too ready, 
if not reſtrained by an over - ruling power, to employ his dex- 
terity in aflifting mankind, is evident from his treatment of Job. 
See Luke iv. 5. Jol vil. 14. | — 
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ſlumbers nor ſleeps, interpoſes in our be- 

2 1 2 to cheriſh us under his wings, and to 
defend us as with a ſhield, —It 1s faid of Solomon, 
« That threeſcore valiant men were about his bed; all 
= expert in war ; every one with his ſword upon his 
« thigh, becauſe of fear in the night“. But one 
eater than Solomon, one mightier than myriads of arm- 
ed hoſts; even the great J.yovan, in whom is ever- 
laſting ſtrength, he vouchſafes to encamp about our hou- 
ſes, to watch over our lleeping minutes, and to ſtop all 
the avenues of ill.—O ! the unwearied and condeſcend- 
ing goodneſs of our Creator | who Julls us to our reff, 
bringing on the filent ſhades ; and plants his own 
ever-watchtul eye as our centinel, while we enjoy the 


needful repoſ-. 


REASON, now, reſigns her ſedate office z and Fancy, 
extravagant fancy, leads the mind through 
vanity. The head is crouded with falſe images, and 
tantalized with the moſt ridiculous miſapprehenſions 
of things. Some are expatiating amidſt 3 and 
gathering garlands of viſionary bliſs; while their bo- 
dies are ſtretched on a wiſp of ſtraw, and ſheltered by 
the cobwebs of a barn. Others, quite inſenſible of 
their rooms of ſtate, are mourning in a doleful dun- 
geen, or ſtruggling with the raging billows. Perhaps, 
wich haſty ſteps, they climb theſcraggy cliff; and, with 
real anxiety, fly from the imaginary danger. Or elle, 
benumbed with ſudden fear, and finding themſelves 
unable to eſcape, they give up at once their hopes and 
their efforts; and, though reclined on a couch of ivory, 
are ſinking, all helpleſs and diſtreſſed, in the furious 
whirlpool. So unaccountable are the vagaries of the 
brain, while ſleep maintains its dominion over the 
limbs! 

But is this the only ſeaſon, when abſurd and inco- 
herent irregularities play their magic on our minds ? 
Are there not thoſe who dream, even in their waking 
moments — Some pride themſelves in a notion of ſu- 
perior excellency, becauſe the royal favour has annex- 
ed a few ſplendid titles to their names; or becauſe the 
dying ſilkworm has bequeathed her fineſt threads to 
cover their nakedneſs.—Others congratulate their own 
ſignal happineſs, becauſe loads. of golden lumber are 
amaſſed together in their coffers; or promiſe them- 
ſclves a moſt ſuperlative felicity indeed, when ſome 
thouſands more are added to the uſeleſs heap.— Nor 
are there wanting others, who gape after /ub/tantial ſa- 
tisfaction from airy applauſe ; and flatter themſelves 
with, I know not what, immortality in the momenta- 
ry buz of renown.— Are any of theſe a whit more rea- 
ſonable in their opinions, than the poor ragged wretch 
in his reveries; Who, while ſnoring under a hedge, 
exults in the poſſeſſion of his ſtately palace, and ſump- 
tuous furniture ?—lf perſons, who are very vaſſals to 
their own domineering paſſions, and led captive by num- 
berlefs temptations ; if theſe perſons pique themſelves 
with a conceit of their liberty, and fancy themſelves 
the generous and gallant ſpirits of the age : where is 
the difference between theirs, and the madman's fren- 
zy; who, though chained to the floor, is throned in 
thought, and wielding an imaginary f !—In a 
word, as many as borrow their dignity from a plume 
of feathers, or the gaudy trappings of fortune; as 
many as ſend their fouls to ſeek for bliſs in the blan- 
diſhments of ſenſe, or in any thing ſhort of the divine 
favour, and a well-grounded hope of the incorrupti- 
ble inheritance +; what are they but dreamers with 
their eyes open; delirious, though in health * 

Would you ſee their picture drawn to the very life, 
and the ſucceſs of their ſchemes calculated with the ut- 


| * Cant. iii. 7. 8, 


7 Theſe g ve a ſacred, and home - felt delight, 
A /ober certainty of waking bliſs. Mrr1.T. Comur. 


not ſerve only to increaſe our torment. 


2 maze of 
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moſt exactneſs; caſt your eye upon that ſine repreſen- 


tation exhibited by the prophet: It Hall be even as 
when a hungry. man dreameth, and behold, he eateth-; 


but he awaketh, and his foul is empty: or 4s when a thir- 


fly man dreameth, and behold, he drinketh ; but he awa- 


keth, and behold he is faint, and his ſoul hath appetite *. 
Such is the race, and ſuch the prize, of all thoſe can- 
didates for honour and joy, who run wide from the 
mark of the high calling of Gop in CRRIST JE$vs. 
They live in vanity, and die in wo.—Awaken us, 
merciful Lo xD, from theſe noon-tide trances / Awaken 
us, while conviction may turn to our advantage, and 
O! let our 
<« eyes be enlightened, to diſcern the things that are ex- 
« cellent;” and no longer be impoſed upon by fanta- 
ſtic appearances, which, however pompous they may 
ſeem, will prove more empry than the viſions of the 
night, more tranſient than the dream that is forgotten. 


Having mentioned ſleep and dreams, let me once a- 

in conſider thoſe remarkable incidents of our frame; 

very remarkable, that I may venture to call them a 
kind of experimental my/tery, and little leſs than a 
ſtanding miracle. Behold the moſt vigorous conſtitution, 
when ſtretched on the bed of eaſe, and totally reſigned 
to the ſlumbers of the night. Its activity is oppreſſed 
with fetters of indolence; its ſtrength is u ed o- 
ver to a temporary annihilation ; the nerves are like a 
bow unſtrung, and the whole animal ſyſtem is like a 
motionleſs log.—Behold a perſon of the moſt delicate 


ſenſations, and amiable diſpoſitions. His eyes, though 


thrown wide open, admit not the viſual ray ; at leaſt, 
diſtinguith not objects. His ears, with the organs un- 
impaired, and articulate accents beating upon the drum, 
preceive not the ſound; at leaſt, apprehend not the 
meaning. The ſenſes, and their exquiſitely- fine feel- 
ings, are overwhelmed with an unaccountable ſtupe- 
faction. You call him a ſocial creature ; but where 
are his ſocial affections? He knows not the father that 
begat him, and takes no notice of the friend that is as 
his own ſoul. The wife of his boſom may expire by 
his fide, and he lie more unconcerned than a barbarian. 
The children of his body may be tortured with the ſe- 
vereſt pangs ; and he, even in the ſame chamber, re- 
main untouched with the leaſt commiſeration.—Behold 
the moſt ingenious ſcholar ; whoſe judgment is piercing, 
and able to trace the moſtintricatedifficulties of ſcience; 
his taſte refined, and quick to reliſh all the beauties of 
fentiment and compoſition. Yet, at this juncture, 
the thinking faculties are unhinged, and the intellec- 
tual ceconomy quite diſconcerted. Inſtead of cloſe- 
connected 3 nothing but a disjointed huddle 
of abſurd ideas; inſtead of well - digeſted principles, no- 
thing but a diſorderly jumble of crude conceptions. 
The molt palpable deluſions impoſe upon his imagina- 
tion. The whole night paſſes, and he frequently miſ- 
takes it for a ſingle minute ; is not ſenſible of the tran- 
fition, hardly ſenſible of any duration. | 
Yet, no ſooner does the morning dawn, and day- 
light enter the room ; but this ſtrange inchantment va- 
niſhes. The man awakes, and finds himſelf poſſeſſed 
of all the valuable endowments, which, for ſeveral 
hours, were ſuſpended, or loſt. His finews are braced, 


and fit for action. His ſenſes are alert and keen. The 


romantic viſionary brightens into the maſter of reaſon. 
The frozen or benumbed affections melt with tender- 
neſs, and glow with benevolence. And, what is be- 
ond meaſure ſurpriſing, the intoxicated mind works 
itſelf ſober, not by /ow degrees; but, in the twink- 
J 77 of an eye, recovers from its perturbation.— 
Why does not the ſtupor, which deadens all the nice 
operations of the animal powers, hold faſt its poſſeſſion? 
When the thoughts are once diſadjuſted, why are th 
not always in confuſion? How is it, that they are ral- 
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hed im a moment; and, from the wildeſt irregularity, 
reduced to the maſt orderly array From an inacti- 
vity reſembling death, how is the body ſo /uddenly re- 
ſtored to vigour and agility? From extravagancies 
bordering upon madneſs ; how is the underitanding 1. 
/tantaneouſly re-eſtabliſhed in ſedateneſs and harmony ? 
—Surely, this is the Lozp's doing, and it ſhould be 
„% marvellous in our eyes; ſhould awaken our grati- 
tude, and inſpirit our praiſe. 


Tus is the time in which ghofts are ſuppoſed to make 
their appearance. Now the t1morous imagination teems 
with phantoms, and creates numberlels terrors to ittelt. 
Now dreary forms, in ſullen ſtate, ſtalk along the 
gloom ; or, ſwifter than lightning, glide acrots the 
ſhades. Now voices more than mortal * are heard 
from the echoing vaults, and groans iſſue from the 
hollow tombs. Now melancholy ſpectres viſit the ruins 
of ancient monaſteries, and frequent the ſolitary dwel- 
lings of the dead. They paſs and repaſs, in unſub- 
ſtantial images, along the forſaken galleries; or take 
their determined ſtand over ſome lainented grave.— 
How often has the ſchool-boy fetched a long circuit, 
and trudged many a needleſs ſtep, in order to avoid the 
haunted church-yard ? Or, if neceſlity, ſad neceſlity, 
has obliged him to croſs the ſpot, where human hulls 
are lodged below, and the balefu/ yews thed ſupernu- 
merary horrors above; a thouſand hideous ſtories rum 
into his memory. Fear adds wings to his feet; he 
{carce touches the ground ; dares not once look behind 
him; and bleſſes his good fortune, if no frightful 
ſound purred at his heels, if no ghaſtly ſhape bolted 
upon his fight. hs hs ; 
Tiis ſtrange, to obſerve the exceſſive timidity which 
poſſeſſes many people's minds, on this fanciful occaſion ; 
while they are void of all concern, on others of the 
taoſt tremendous import. "Thoſe who are ſtartled, in a- 
ny dark and lonely walk, at the very wy? of a 
lingle ſpectre, are nevertheleſs unimpreſſed at the ſure 

roſpect of entering into a whole world of diſembodied 
they know themſelves to be haſtening into the preſence 
of the great, infinite, and eternal Spirit. Should 
'forne pale meſſenger from the regions of the dead, 
draw back our curtains at the hour of midnight; and, 
appointing ſome particular place, ſay, as the horrid 
apparition to Brutus, I'll meet thee there f; I believe 
the boldeſt heart would feel ſomething like a panic ; 
would ſeriouſly think upon the adventure, and be in 
pain for the event. But, when a voice from heaven 
cries, in the awakening language of the prophet, Pre- 
pare to meet thy God, O Iſrael } ; how little is the warn- 
ing regarded ! how ſoon 1s it forgot! Prepoſterous 
ftupidity ! to be utterly unconcerned, where it is the trueſt 
wiſdom to take the alarm; and to be all trepidation, 
where there is nothing really terrible Do thou, my 
ſoul, remember thy Saviour's admonition ; „I wil 
« forewarn you, whom you ſhall fear. Fear not theſe 
« 1maginary horrors of the night: but fear that awful 
„Being, whoſe revelation himſelf, though with 
<« expreſſions of pecultar mercy, made Mg, his fa- 
«« vounite ſervant, tremble exceedingly : whoſe mani- 
“ feſtation, when he appears with purpoſes of inexo- 


a 
“ rable vengeance, will make mighty conquerors, who 


were familiar with dangers, and eſtranged to diſmay, 
call upon the mountains to fall on © 2a and the 
rocks to cover them: the menace of whoſe majeſtic 


* Vox quoque per lucos vulgo exaudita filentes 
Ingens, et ſimulacra modis pallentia miris 
Viſa ſub obſcurum noFtis. | 


- + The ſtory 


Virc. 
of Brutus, and his evil genius, is well known, 


. 


Nor mult it be denied, that the preciſe words of the ſpectre to 
the hero were, T meet thee at Philippi. But as this would 
not anſwer my purpofe, I was obliged to make an alteration 
in the circumſtance of place. 


4 Amos iv. 12. 


CONTEMPLATION S on the NIGHT. 
„ eye, when he comes attended with thouſand thou. 


ngs ; nay, are without any emotions of awe, though 


4 


« ſands. of his immortal hoſts, will make the ver 
heavens cleave aſunder, and the earth flee away. 
« O! dread a1s diſpleaſure; ſecure is favour; and 
then thou mayſt commit all thy other anxieties to 
« the wind; thou mayſt laugh at every other fear.” 

This brings to my mind a memorable and amazing 
occurrence, recorded in the book of Fob *: which is, 
I think, no inconſiderable proof of the real exiſtence of 
apparitions , on ſome very extraordinary emergencies ; 
while it diſcountenances thoſe legions of idle tales, 
which ſuperſtition has raiſed, and credulity received. 
Since it teaches us, that if, at any time, thoſe viſitants 
from the unknown world render themſelves perceivable 
by mortals, it is not upon any errand of frivolous 
conſequence, but to convey intelligences of the utmoſt 
moment, or to work impreſſions of the higheſt advan- 
tage. 

Tas in the dead of night. All nature lay ſhrouded 
in darkneſs. Every creature was buried in ſleep. The 
molt profound lilence reigned through the univerſe, 
In theſe folema moments, Eliphaz alone, all wakeful 
and ſolitary, was muſing upon ſublime and heavenly 
ſubjects. —When, lo! an awful being, from the inviſible 
realins, burit into his apartment f. A fpirit paſſed be- 
fore his face. Aſtoniſhment ſeized the beholder. His 
bones ſhivered within him ; his fleſh trembled all over 
him; and the hair of his head ſtood erect with horror. 
Sudden and unexpected was the appearance of the 
phantom; not ſuch its departure. If flood till, to 
preſent itlelf more fully to his view. It made a ſolemn 
pauſe, to prepare his mind for ſome momentous meſ- 
ſage.— After which, a voice was heard: a voice, for 
the importance of its meaning, worthy. to be had in 
everlaſting remembrance ; for the ſolemnity of 'its de- 
livery, enough to alarm a heart of ſtone. It ſpoke; 
and this was the purport of its words: Shall man, 


« frail man, be juſt before the mighty GOD? Shall 
% even the moſt accompliſhed of 2. pure in the fight 


F his Maker ||/ Behold, and conſider it attentively. 


| * Job iv. 12. 14. &c. 

+ 1s a proof of the real exiſtence of apparitions,—if the ſenſe, 
in which I have always underſtood this paſſage, be true. Ei- 
phaz, I apprehend, was neither in a trance, nor in a dream, 


but perfectly awake.— Though he ſpeaks of ſleep ; he ſpeaks 


of it, as fallen not upon him/elf, but upon other men. He 
does not mention dreams, though H omnia, would have 


ſuited the verſe (if the book be in metre) altogether as well as 


Mm vi/ones.—lIt could not ſurely be a wind, as ſome tranſ- 


late the word M Becauſe the circumſtance of flanding ftill is 


not ſo compatible with the nature of a wind; and a wind 


would have paſſed above him, all around him, as well as before 


him. Not to add, how tow a remark it is, and how unworthy of 
a place in fo auguſt a deſcription, that he could not diſcern the 
form of a wind. —It ſeems, therefore, to have been a real ſpi- 
rit : either angelical, as were thoſe which preſented themſelves 
to Abraham reſting at the door of his tent, and to Lot fitting 
in the gate of Sodom or elſe the ſpirit of ſome departed ſaint, 
as in the caſe of Samuel's apparition, or the famous appearance 
of Maſes and Elijah on the mount of transfiguration, —A ſpirit, 
aſſuming fome vehicle, in order to become viſible to the human 
eye: which, accordingly, Eliphaz faw, exhibiting itſelf as an 
object of tight ; but ſaw ſo obſcurely and indiſtinctly, that he 
= _ Py either to deſcribe its aſpect, or to diſcern whom it 
reiem . | | 


+ I have given this ſolemn picture a modern dreſs, rather for 


the ſake of variety and illuſtration, than from any apprehen- 
ſion of improving 


the admirable original. Such an attempt, I 
am ſenſible, would be more abſurdly vain, than to lacquer 
gold, or paint the diamond. The defcription, in Eliphaz's 
own language, is awful and affecting to the laſt degree; a night- 
piece, dreſſed in all the circumſtances of the deepeſt horror. 1 
queſtion, whether Shakeſpeare: himfelf, though ſo peculiarly 
happy for his great command gf terrifying images, has any 
thing ſuperior or comparable to this. 'The judges of fine com- 
poſition /ee the maſterly ſtrokes ; and, I believe, the moſt or- 
dinary reader feels them, chilling his blood, and awakening 


emotions of dread in his mind. 


There ſeems to be a fignificaat and beautiful gradatien in the 
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0 He pat nc ſuch truſt in his moſt exalted /ervants, as 


” ſpeak them incapable of defect. Aud his very 
64 — Fu nod with folly 5 As ſinking, even in the 
« higheſt perfection of their holineſs, infinitely beneath 
« his tranſcendent glories ; as falling, even in all the 
« fidelity of their obedience, inexpreſſibly ſhort of 
« the homage due to his adorable Majeity. 
« lic natures mult not preſume to juſtify either them- 
« ſelves or their ſervices, before uncreated purity; 
« how much more abſurd is ſuch a notion, how much 
« more impious ſuch an attempt, in them tat dwell in 
« houſes of clay; whoſe original is from the duſt, and 
« whoſe Rate is all imperfection :”” 

would obſerve from hence, the very ſingular neceſſi- 
ty of that poverty of ſpirit, which entirely renounces its 
own attainments ; and moſt thankfully /ubmits to the 


righteouſneſs of the incarnate G o p.—To inculcate 


this leſſon, the Son of the Bleſſed came down from hea- 
ven; and preſſed no other principle, with ſo repeat- 
ed * an importunity, on his hearers. To inſtil the 
ſame doctrine, the Holy GHoOsf touched the lips of 
the apoſtles with ſacred eloquence ; and made it an 
eminent part of their commiſſion. © to demoliſh e- 
« yery high imagination.” That no expedient might 
be wanting, to give it a deep and laſting eflicacy on 
the human mind ; a phantom ariſes from the valley 
of the ſhadow of death, or a teacher deſcends from 
the habitation of ſpirits Whatever then we neglect, 
let us not negle& to cultivate 7/15 Fraces which has 
been ſo varioully taught, ſo powerfully enforced. 


Hark! a doleful voice —With ſudden ſtarts, and hi- 


deous ſcreams, it diſturbs the ſilence of the peaceful 
night. Tis the ſcreech-ow!, ſometimes in frantic, ſome- 
times in diſconſolate accents, uttering her woes . She 
flies the vocal grove, and ſhuns the ſociety of all the 
feathered choir. The blooming gardens, and flowery 
meads, have no charms for her. Obſcene ſhades, rag- 
ged ruins, and walls overgrown with ivy, are her fa- 
vourite haunts. Above, the mouldering precipice nods, 
and threatens a fall; below, the toad crawls, or the 
poiſonous adder hifſes. The ſprightly morning, which 
awakens other animals into joy, adminiſters no plea- 
ſure to this gloomy recluſe. Even the ſmiling face of 
day is her averſion ; and all its lovely ſcenes create no- 
thing but uncaſineſs. 

80, juſt ſo, would it fare with the ungodly, were it 
poſlible to ſuppoſe their admiſſion into the chaſte and 
bright abodes of endleſs felicity. They would find 
nothing but diſappointment and ſhame, even at the 
fountain-head of happineſs and honour,—For how 
could the tongue, habituated to profaneneſs, taſte any 


Hebrew words UN and I!, which I have endeavoured to 
preſerve, by a ſort of paraphraſtic verſion.— The reader will 
obſerve a new turn given tothe ſentiment; preferable, I think, 
to that which our Eugliſh tranſlation exhibits, Not, Shall man be 
more juſt than GOD? but, Shall man be juſt before, or in the 
ſight of GOD ? The paſſage, thus rendered, ſpeaks a truth 
incomparably more weighty, and needful to be inculcated : a 
truth exactly parallel to that humbling confeſſion of the pro- 
phet, We are all as an unclean thing ; and to that ſolemn de- 
2 of the pſalmiſt, In thy ſight ſhall no man living be ju- 

e ; 

* It is well worthy of our obſervation, ſays an excellent 
commentator, - . That no one ſentence uttered by our Loxp, 
is ſo frequently repeated as this; Who/oever ſhall exalt him- 
© ſelf, ſhall be abaſed ; and he that ſhall humble himſelf, ſball be 


** exalted :“ which often occurs in the evangeliſts ; but is ne- 


ver duly accompliſhed in us, till we diſclaim all pretenſion to 
merit and rightcouſneſs of our own, and ſeek them only in 
the atonement and obedience of Insus CuxIST. | 


| + Solaque culminibus ferali carmine bubo 

Sepe queri, longaſque in fletum ducere voces. 
Thus ſung that charming genius, that prince of the ancient 
poets, that moſt conſummate maſter of elegance and accuracy ; 
all whoſe /entiments are pature, whoſe every deſcription is a 
picture, whoſe whole language is mufic—VinG1L. 


NY IV. 


If ange- 


delight in the harmonious adorations of heaven. 
could the lips, cankered with „ander, reliſh the rap- 
tures of everlaſting praiſe? Where would be the ſa- 
tisfaction of the vain beauty, or the ſupercilious gran- 
dee? Since, in the temple of the ſkies, no incenſe 
of flattery would be addrefled to the former ; nor any 
obſequious homage paid to the latter. The ſpotleſs and 
inconceivable purity of the bleſſed G o p, would fafh 
confuſion on the laſcivious eye. The envious mind 
muſt be on a rack of ſelt-tormenting paſſions, to ob- 
ſerve millions of happy beings, ſhining in all the per- 
fections of glory, and ſolacing themſelves in the ful- 
neſs of joy.—ln ſhort, the unſanctified foul, amidſt 
holy 114 triumphant ſpirits; even in the refined regi- 
ons of bliſs and immortality; would be like this me- 
lancholy bird, di//odged from her darkſome retirement, 
and impriſoned under the beams of day “. X 

The voice of this creature ſcreaming at our win- 
dows, or of the raven croaking over our houſes, is, 
they ſay, a taten of approaching death. There are perſons 
who would regard ſuch an incident with no ſmall degree 
of ſolicitude. Trivial as it 1s, it would damp their 
ſpirits, perhaps break their reſt.—One cannot but 
wonder, that people ſhould ſuffer themſelves to be 
affrighted at ſuch fantaſtical, and yet be quite unaffect- 
ted with real, preſages of their diflolution. Real pre- 
ſages of this awful event addreſs us from every quar- 
ter. What are theſe incumbent glooms, which over- 
whelm the world, but a kind of pall provided for na- 
ture; and an image of that long night, which will 
quickly cover the inhabitants of the whole earth ? 
What an affinity has the ſleep 4, which will very 
ſoon weigh down my drowſy eye-lids, with that ſtate 
of entire ceſſation, in which all my ſenſes muſt be laid 


alide! The filent chamber, and the bed of ſlumber, 


are a very ſignificant repreſentation of the land, where 
all things are huſhed, all things are forgotten. What 
meant that deep death-bell note, which, the other even- 
ing, ſaddened the air? Laden with heavieſt accents, it 


ſtruck our ears, and ſeemed to knock at the door of our 


hearts. Surely, it brought a meſſage to ſurviving mor- 
tals, and thus the tidings ran: < Mortals, the deſtroyer 
of your race is on his way. The laſt enemy has begun 
the purſuit; and is gaining ground upon you, every 
% moment. His paths are ſtrewed with heaps of lain. 
Even now his javelin has laid one of your neigh- 
„ bours in the duſt; and will ſoon, very ſoon, aim 
the inevitable blow at each of your lives. 

We need not go down to the charnel-houſe, nor 
carry. our ſearch into the repoſitories of the dead, in 
order to find memorials of our impending doom. A 
multitude of theſe remembrancers are planted in all 


our paths, and point the heedleſs paſſengers to their 


long home. I can hardly enter a conſiderable town, 
but I meet the funeral proceſſion, or the mourners 
going about the ſtreets. The hatchment ſuſpended on 
the wall, or the crape ſtreaming in the air, are ſilent 
intimations, that both ric and poor have been empty - 
ing their houſes, and repleniſhing their ſepulchres. FP 
can ſcarce join in any converſation, -but mention is 


* I would beg of the reader to obſerve, with what emphaſes 
and propriety our LokD touches this important point, in his 
memorable reply to Nicodemus. Verily, verily I ſay unto thee, 
Except a man be born again, be CANNOT enter into the kingdom 
of heaven; q. d. I wave the authority of the ſupreme Judge, 
and ſpeak with the condeſcenſion of a teacher in 1/rae!, Though 
I might, without being liable to. the leaſt control, paſy- it 
« into a ſovereign decree, that unrenewed mortals, who are 
„ flaves to corrupt appetite, SHALL NOT enter the habitatior a 
« of the juſt; I rather chuſe to repreſent it as a caſe utterly 
& impoſſible ; and charge the calamity, not upon divine ſeverity, 
„but upon human folly. Such perſons, from the very na- 
ture of things, preclude themſelves ; they incapacitate their 


they, in their unregenerate condition, can be partakerg of 
<* thoſe ſpiritual and ſublime delights,” John n 80 
+ Et cenſanguineus lethi ſapor. Vis G. 
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own minds; and contrarieties muſt be reconciled; before 


* , 
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made of ſome that are given over by the phyſician, and 
hovering on the confines of eternity? of others, that 
have juſt dropt their clay amidſt weeping friends, and 
are gone to appear before the Judge of all the earth? 
There's not a news-paper comes to my hand, but, a- 
midſt all its entertaining narrations, reads ſeveral ſe- 
rious lectures of mortality. What elſe are the repeated 
accounts—of age worn out by 5 ſick- 
neſſes of youth daſhed to pieces by ſome ſudden 
ſtroke of caſualty - of patriots exchanging their ſeats 
in the ſenate for a lodging in the tomb of miſers re- 
ngning their breath, — (O relentleſs a ) lea- 
ving their very riches for others? Even the vehicles of 
our amuſement are regiſters of the deceaſed; and the 
3 of ſume ſeldom ſounds, but in concert with a 
nell. 

Theſe monitors croud every place; not ſo much as 
the ſcenes of our diverſion excepted. What are the 
decorations of our public buildings, and the moſt ele- 
gant furniture of our parlours, but the imagery of 
death, and trophies of the tomb? That marble bult, 
and thoſe gilded pictures, how ſolemnly they recognrze 
the fate of others, and ſpeakingly remind us of our 
own A ſee, I hear, and O! I feel this great truth. 
It is interwoven with my conſtitution. The frequent 
decays of the ſtructure foretel its final ruin. What 
are all the pains, that have been darted through my 
limbs; what every diſcaſe, that has aſſaulted my health; 
but the advanced guards of the foe? What are the 
junguors and wearinels that attend the labours of each 
revolving day, but the more ſecret practices of the ad- 
verſary, ſlowly T_T the carthly tabernacle ? 

Amidſt ſo many notices, ſhall we go on thoughtleſs 
and unconcerned? Can none of theſe prognoſtics, 
which are ſure as oracles, awaken our attention, and 
engage our circumſpection? Noah, *tis written, bein 
warned of G O D, prepared an art. Imitate, my foul, 
imitate this excellent example. Admoniſhed by ſuch 
a cloud of witneſſes, be continually putting thyſelf in 
a readineſs for the laſt change. Let not that day, of 
which thou haſt ſo many infallble Fur. come upon 
thee unawares. Get the wy untwined, and thy affec- 
tions diſentangled from this inchanting world, that 
thou mayſt be able to quit it without reluctance. Get 
the dreadfnl hand-writing cancelled, and all thy fins 
blotted out, that thou mayft depart in peace, and have 
nothing to fear at the deciſive tribunal. Get, O! get 
thyſelt intereſted in the Redeemer's merits, and trans- 
formed into his ſacred image ; then ſhalt thou be meet 
for the inheritance of ſaints in light, and mayſt even 
deſire to be diſſolved, and to be with CHRIST. 


SOMETIMES in my evening walk I have heard 


— The wakeful bird 
Sing darkling, and in ſhadieſt covert hid, 
Tune her notturnal note &. 


How different the airs of this charming ſongſter, from 
thoſe harſh and boding outcries/ The little creature 
ran through all the variations of muſic ; and ſhewed 
herſelf miſtreſs of every grace, which conſtitutes or 
embelliſhes harmony.—Sometimes ſhe fwells a manly 
throat, and her ſong kindles into ardor. The tone 1s 
ſo bold, and ſtrikes with ſuch energy, you would ima- 
gine the ſprightly ſerenader in the very next thicket. 
Anon the ſtrain /angui/bes, and the mournful warbler 
melts into tenderneſs. The melancholy notes juſt 
ſteal upon the ſhades, and faintly touch your ear ; or, 
in ſoft and fadly-pleafing accents, they ſeem to die 


along the diſtant vale. Silence is pleaſed, and night 


liſtens to the trilling tale. 

What an invitation is this, to ſlip away from the 
thronged city | This coy and modeſt minſtrel enter- 
tains only the /overs of retirement. Thoſe who are ca- 
rouſing over their bowls, or 'ranting at the riotous 


* MitT. Par. Lt, b. III. I. 38. 
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club, loſe this feaſt of harmony 5 like man- er 
Pleaſures of religion, and the joy of — 2 
with Gop; the fatisfactions ariſing from an eſtabliſheq 
intereſt in CnRIsr, and from the proſpect of a bliſsful 
immortality; theſe are all loſt to the mind, that js 
ever in the croud ; and dares not, or delights not, to 
retire into itſelf.— Are we charmed with the nightin- 
gale's ſong? Do we with to have it nearer, and hear 
it oftencr! Let us ſeek a renewed heart, and a re- 
ſigned will; a conſcience that whiſpers peace, and paſ- 
ons that are tuned by grace. Then ſhall we never 
want a melody in our own breaſts, far more muficall 
pleaſing than tweet Philomela's ſweeteſt ſtrains. F 
As different as the voices of theſe birds, are the ci. 
cumſtances of thoſe fe perſons who continue awake 
Some are ſquandering, pearls ſhall I ſay, or kin 
doms ? No; but what 1s unſpeakably more dare 
time; ſquandering this ineſtimable talent, with the 
moſt ſenſeleſs and wanton prodigality. Not content 
with allowing a few ſpare minutes for the purpoſe of 
neceſſary recreation, they laviſh many hours, devote 
whole nights, to that idle diverſion of ſhuffling, ran- 
ging, and detaching a ſet of painted paſteboards.— 
Others, inſtead of this buſy trifling, act the part of 
their own tormentors. They even piquet themſelves &, 
and call it amuſement ; they are torn by wild horſes 
yet term it a ſport. What elle is the game/ter”'s practice: 
His mind is ſtretched on the tenter-hooks of anxious 
iuſpenſe, and agitated by the fierceſt extremes of hope 
and fear. While the dice are rattling, his heart is 
throbbing ; his fortune is tottering: and, poſlibly, at 
the very next throw, the one {inks in the gulf of 
ruin, the other is hurried into the rage of diſtraction. 
Some, ſnatched from the bloom of health, and the 
lap of plenty, are confined to the chamber of jichneſs : 
where they are conſtrained, either to plunge into the 
everlaſting world, in an unprepared condition ; or elſe 
(fad alternative) to think over all the follies of a heed- 
leſs hfe, and all the bitterneſs of approaching death. 
The difeaſe rages; it baffles the force of medicine; 
and urges the reluctant wretch to the brink of the pre- 
cipice. While furies rouſe the conſcience, and point 
at the bottomleſs pit below. — Perhaps, his drcoping mo- 
ther, deprived long ago of the huſband of her boſom, 
and bereft of all her other offspring, is, even now, re- 
ceiving the blow which conſummates her calamities +. 
In vain the tries to aſſuage the ſorrows of a beloved 
ſon; in vai ſhe attempts, with her tender offices, to 
prolong a life dearer than her own. He faints in her 
arms; he bows his head; he ſinks in death. Fatal, 
doubly fatal, that laſt expiring pang! While it diſ- 
lodges the unwilling ſoul, it rends an only chi/d from 
the 22 embraces of a parent, and tears awa 
the ſupport of her age from a diſconſolate widow. 
While %% long for a reprieve, others invite the 
ſtroke. Quite weary of the world, with a reſtleſs im- 


* Alluding to a very painful puniſhment inflicted on delin- 
quents among the ſoldiery. 

+ This brings to my mind one of the deepeſt mourning-pieces 
extant in the productions of the pen, The facred hiſtorian 
paints it in all the ſimplicity of ſtyle, yet with all the ſirength 
of colouring. When FESUS came nigh to the gate of the city, 
behold ! there was a dead man carried out, the only fon of his mo- 
ther, and ſhe was a widow.—What a gradation is here! How 
patherically beautiful! Every freſh circumſtance widens the 
wound ; aggravates the calamity ; till the deſcription is worked 
up into the moſt finiſhed picture of exquiſite and inconſolable 
diſtreſs, -He was a young man ; cut off in the flower of life, 
amidſt a thouſand gay expectations, and ſmiling hopes. A 
ſon ; an only ſon; the afflifted mother's all: fo that none re- 
mained to preſerve the name, or perpetuate the family. What 
rendered the caſe ſtill more deplorable, ſbe was a widow : left 
entirely deſolate ; abandoned to her woes; without any to ſhare 
her ſorrows, or to comfort her under the irreparable loſs, — 
Is not this a fine ſketch of the impaſſioned and piftureſque? Who 
can conſider the narrative with any attention, and not feel his 
heart penetrated with a tender commiſeration? Luke vii. 21. 


CONTEMPLATIONS on the NIGHT. 


f {ich for diſſolution: ſome pining away 
po ſous decays of an incurable conſumption ; 
or gaſping for breath, and almoſt ſuffocated by an 1n- 
undation of dropſical waters. On ſome a relentleſs 
cancer has faſtened its envenomed teeth; and is gnaw- 
ing them, though in the midſt of bodily vigour, in 
the midſt of pitying friends, Pry to death. 
Others are on a rack of agonies, by convullive fits of 
the ſtone. O! how the pain writhes their limbs ; 
how the ſweat bedews their fleſh ; and their 2 
wildly roll! Methinks the night condoles with theſe 
her diſtreſſed children; and ſheds dewy tears over 
their ſorrowful abodes. But of all mortals, they are 
the moſt exquiſitely miſerable, who groan beneath the 

rellure of a melancholy mind, or ſmart under the laſhes 
of a reſentful conſcience. Though robed in ermine, or 
covered with jewels, the ſtate of a flave chained to 
the galleys, or of an exile condemned to the mines, 
is a perfect paradiſe compared with theirs. 

O! that the votaries of mirth, whoſe life is a conti- 
nued round of merriment and whim, would beſtow 
one ſerious reflection on this variety of human woes / 
It might teach them to be leſs enamoured with the 
few languid ſweets, that are thinly ſcattered through 
this vale of tears, and environed with ſuch a multi- 
tude of ragged thorns. It might teach them no long- 
er to dance away their years, with a giddy rambling im- 
pulſe ; but to aſpire, with a determined aim, after 
thoſe happy regions, where delights, abundant and un- 
embittered, flow. | 

Can there be circumſtances, which a man of wiſ- 
dom would more earneſtly deprecate, than theſe ſeve- 
ral inſtances of grievous tribulation? There are; and, 
what is very aſtoniſhing, they are frequently the deſire 
and the choice of thoſe, who fancy themſelves the ſole 
heirs of happineſs : thoſe I mean, who are launching 
out into the depths of extravagance, and running ex- 
ceſſive lengths of riot: who are proſtituting their re- 
putation, and ſacrificing their peace, to the gratifica- 
tion of their luſts; ſapping the foundation of their 
health, in debaucheries; or ſhipwrecking the intereſts 
of their families, in their bowls; and, what is worſe, 
are forfeiting the joys of an eternal heaven, for the 
ſordid ſatisfactions of the beaſt; for the 22 ſenſa- 
tions of an hour.— Le flaves of appetite, how far am 
[ from envying your groſs ſenſualities, and voluptuous 
revels! Little, ah! little are you ſenſible, that, while 
Indulgence ſhowers her roſes, and Luxury diffuſes her 
odours, they ſcatter poiſons alſo, and ſhed unheeded 
bane * : evils e 294-2 ; 
wormwood and gall of the ſharpeſt affliction.— Since 
death is in the drunkard's cup, and worſe than poniards 
in the harlot's embrace, may it ever be the privilege 
of the man whom I love, to go without his ſhare of 
theſe peſtilent feveets +! | 


ABUNDANCE of living ſparks glitter in the lanes, and 
twinkle under the hedges. I ſuppoſe they are the 
glow-worms ; which have lighted their little lamps, and 
obtained leave, through the abſence of the ſun, to 
play a feeble beam. A faint glimmer juſt ſerves to 
render them perceivable, without tending at all to diſ- 
lipate the ſhades, or making any amends for the de- 
parted day.—Should ſome weather-beaten traveller, 
dropping with wet, and ſhivering with cold, hover 
round this mimicry of fire, in order to dry his garments, 
and warm his benumpbed limbs; ſhould ſome bewilder- 
ed traveller, groping for his way, in a ſtarleſs night 


* Yes ; in the 'flow'rs that wreathe the ſparkling bowl, 

Fell adders hiſs, and pois'nous ſerpents roll. ProR's Sol. 
Dam ſuave eft ſuavitatibus iſtis carere ! was St Augu- 
ne's pious exclamation. The ſubſtance of which Mr Pope 

has expreſſed, with more ſimplicity, and with no leſs dignity. 


Count all th' advantage proſp'rous vice attains ; 
'Tis but what virtue flies from, and diſdains. 


more malignant, than the 
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and trackleſs deſert, take one of theſe languid apes | 
as a light to his feet, and a lantern to his paths : how 
certainly would both the one and the other be fruſtra- 
ted of their expectation !—And are they more likely to 
ſucceed, who, neglecting that ſovereign balm, which 
diſtilled from the croſs, apply any carnal diverſion, to 
heal the anxiety of the mind? who, deaf to the infal- 
lible deciſions of revelation, reſign themſelves over to 
the erroneous conjectures of reaſon, in order to find the 
way that leadeth unto life ? or, laſtly, who have re- 
courſe to the froth of this vain world, for a ſatisfacto 

rtion, and a ſubſtantial happineſs ? Their condu 
is in no degree wiſer; their diſappointment equally 
ſure; and their miſcarriage infinitely more diſaſtrous. 
To ſpeak in the delicate language of a ſacred writer, 
„They ſow the wind, and will reap the whirlwind &.“ 

To {peak more plainly ; the pleaſures of the world, 
which we are all ſo prone to dote upon; and the pow- 
ers of fallen reaſon, which ſome are ſo apt to idolize + ; 
are not only vain, but treacherous : not only a painted 
Jlame, like theſe ſparkling animals; but much like thoſe 
unctuous exhalations, which ariſe from the marſhy 
ground, and often dance before the eyes of the be- 
nighted wayfaring man. Kindled into a ſort of fire, 
they perſonate a guide, and ſeem to offer their ſervice ; 
but, blazing with delufrve light, miſlead their follower 
into hidden pits, headlong precipices, and unfathom- 
able gulfs; where, far from his beloved friends, far 
from all hopes of ſuccour, the unhappy wanderer is 
ſwallowed up and loſt. 


Nor long ago, we obſerved a very ſurpriſing ap- 
pearance in the weſtern ſky. A prodigious ſtar took 
its laming route through thoſe coaſts ; and trailed, as 
it paſſed, a tremendous length of fire,. almoſt over 
half the heavens. Some, I imagine, viewed the por- 
tentous ſtranger, with much the ſame anxious amaze- 
ment, as Bel/hazzar beheld the hand writing upon the 
wall. Some looked upon it as a bloody f flag, hung 
out by divine reſentment, over a guilty world. Some 
read, in its glaring viſage, the fate of nations, and 
the fall of kingdoms ||. To others, it ſhook, or ſeem- 
ed to ſhake, peſtilence and war from its horrid hair,— 
For my part, I am not ſo ſuperſtitious as to regard 
what every aſtrologer has to prognoſticate, upon the 
acceſſion of a comet, or the projection of its huge va- 

oury train. Nothing can be more precarious and un- 
juſtihable, than to draw ſuch concluſions from ſuch 
events: ſince they neither are preternatural effects, 


| * Hoſ. viii. 7. 

+ I hope it will be obſerved, that I am far from decrying 
that noble faculty of reaſon, when exerted in her proper ſphere; 
when acting in a deferential ſubordination to the revealed will of 
heaven. While ſhe exerciſes her powers within theſe appointed 
limits, ſhe is unſpeakably ſerviceable, and cannot be too indu- 
ſtriouſly cultivated. —But, when ſhe ſets up herſelf in proud 
contradiſtinction to the ſacred oracles ; when, all- arrogant and 
{clf-ſufficient, ſhe ſays to the word of ſcripture, I have no need 
of thee ; ſhe is then, I muſt be bold to maintain, not only a 

ow-worm, but an ignis fatuus ; not only a bubble, but a 
nare, . | 
May not this remark, with the ſtricteſt propriety, and with- 
out the leaſt limitation, be applied to the generality of our mo- 
dern romances, novels, and theatrical entertainments ? 'Theſe 
are commonly calculated to inflame a wanton fancy ; or, if con- 
ducted with ſo much modeſty, as not debauch the affections, 
they pervert the judgment, and bewilder the taſte, By their 
incredible adventures; their extravagant parade of gallantry ; 
and their characters, widely different from truth and nature; 
they inſpire foliſh conceits ; beget idle expectations; intro- 
duce a diſguſt of genuine hiſtory; and indiſpoſe their admirers, 
to acquieſce in the decent civilities, or to reliſh the ſober ſatiſ- 
factions, of common life. | WARTS 


f —Lyquida fi quando nocte comete 


Sanguinei lugubre rubent. VrROG. 
— — Crinemque timendi 
Sideris, et terris mutantem regna cometem. 


Lucan. 
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nor do they throw the frame of things into any diſorder. 
I would rather adore that omnipotent Being, who rot- 
led thoſe ſtupendous orbs from his creating hand and 
leads them, by his providential eye, through unmea- 
ſurable tracts of ther: who bids them, now approach 
the fun, and glow with unſuſſerable ardors * now 
retreat to the utmoſt bounds of our planetary ſyſtem, 
and make their entry among other worlds. 

They are harmleſs viſitants. I acquit them from 
the charge of cauſing, or being acceſfary to, deſolating 
plagues. Would to Go p, chere were no other more 
formidable indications of approaching judgments, or 
impending ruin! But, alas! when vice becomes pre- 
dominant, and irreligion almoſt epidemical : when the 
ſabbaths of a jealous Go are notoriouſly profaned ; 
and that “ name, which is great, wonderful, and ho- 
« ly,” is proſtituted to the meaneſt, or abuſed to the 
molt execrable purpoſes: when the worthup of our 
great Creator and Preſerver is baniſhed from many of 
the moſt conſpicuous families ; and it is deemed a piece 
of rude impertinence, ſo much as to mention the gra- 
cious Redeemer, in our genteel inverviews : when it 
paſſes for an elegant freedom of hehaviour, to ridicule 
the myſteries of Chriſtianity ; and a ſpecies of reſined 
converſation, to taint the air with laſcivious hints: 
when thoſe who fit in the ſcorrer's chair, fin with a 
high hand: and many of thoſe who wear the profeſſor's 
garb, are deſtitute of the power, and content them- 
ſelves with the mere form of godlineſs : when ſuch is 
the ſtate of a community, there is reaſon, too appa- 
rent reaſon, to be horribly afraid. Such phenomena, 
abounding in KS moral world, are not fanciful, but 
real omens. ill not an injured Gop © be avenged 
% on ſuch a nation as this?” Will he not be provo- 
ked to * ſweep it with the beſom of deſtruction !“ 

O! that the inhabitants of Great Britain would lay 
theſe alarming conſiderations to heart! The Loxp 
of hoſts has commanded the ſword of civil diſcord to 
return into its ſheath. But have we returned every 
one from his evil ways? Are we become a renewed 
people; devoted to a dying Saviour; and zealous 
of good works? — What mean thoſe peals of ſobs, 


which burſt from the exprring cattle? What mean 


thoſe melancholy moans, where the luſty droves were 
wont to low |? What mean thoſe arrows of untime- 
ly death, diſcharged on our innocent and uſeful ani- 
mals? 

No wantonneſs or ſloth has vitiated the blood of 
theſe laborious, temperate creatures. They have con- 
tracted no diſeaſe from unſeaſonable indulgencies, and 
inordinate revellings. The pure ſtream is their drink; 
the ſimple herb their repaſt. Neither care diſturbs their 
ſleep, nor paſſion inflames their breaſt. Whence then are 
they vilited with ſuch terrible diſorders, as no prudence 
can prevent, nor any medicines heal ?—Surely, theſe 
calamities are the weapons of divine diſpleaſure, and 


„ The comet in the year 1680, according to Sir 1/aac 
«© Newton's computation, was, in its neareſt approach, above 
*« 166 times nearer the fun than the earth is. - Conſequently, 
e jts heat was then 28000 times greater. than that of ſummer, 
© So that a ball of iron as big as the earth, heated by it, would 
„ hardly become cool in 500co years.” DERH. Aftr. Theol. 
p. 237. . 

+ J. xiv. 23. The eternal Sovereign, ſpeaking of Babylon, 
denounces this threatening, I will fweep it with the beſom of 
deftruftion —What a noble, but dreadful image, is here! How 
ſtrongly and awfully pourtrayed ! How e pregnant alſo in its 
ſignification ! intimating the vile nature, and expreſſing the 
total extirpation, of this wicked people; at the ſame time, 
ſuggeſting the perſect eaſe, with which the righteous Gp 
would execute his intended vengeance, : 

+ If theſe papers ſhould be ſo happy as to outlive their au- 
thor, perhaps, it may be needful to inform poſterity, that the 
above-mentioned hints allude to a moſt terrible, contagious, 
and mortal diſtemper, raging among the horned cattle, in va- 
rious parts of the kingdom. 


CONTEMPLATIONS o the NIGHT. 


manifeſt cliaſtiſements of an evil generation *. Sure. 
ly Go p, the © Gop to whom yengeance belongeth,” 
has {till a controverſy with our ſinful land. And who 
can tell, where the viſitation will end? what a ſtorm 
may follow theſe preluſive drops :O] that we may 
* hear the rod, and who hath appointed it!” Taught 
by theſe penal efefts of our diſobedience, may we re. 
move the accur/ed thing 4 from our tents ; our practices: 
our hearts! May we turn from all ungodlineſs, he. 
tore wrath come upon us to the uttermoſt; before ini. 
quity prove our ruin! | 


SOMETIMES, at this hour, another moſt remarkable 
light amules the curious, and alarms the vulgar. A 
blaze of lambent meteors is kindled, or ſome very ex- 
traordinary Ats are refracted, in the quarters of the 
north. — Ihe ſtreams of radiance, like legions ruſhing 
to the engagement, meet and mingle, inſomuch that 
the air ſcems to be all conflicting fire. Within a while 
they ſtart from one another; and, like legions in pre- 
cipitate flight, ſweep, each a ſeparate way, through 
the irmament. Now they are quieſcent ; anon they 
are thrown into a quivering motion; preſently the 
whole horizon is illuminated with the glancing flames, 
Sometimes, with an aſpect awfully ludicrous, they re- 
repreſent extravagant and antic vagaries: at other times, 
you would ſuſpect, that ſome inviſible hand was play- 
ing off the dumb artillety of the fies ; and, by a ſtrange 
expedient, giving us the flaih, without the roar. 

The villagers gaze at the ſpectacle, firſt with wonder, 
then with horror. A general panic ſeizes the country. 
Every heart throbs, and every face is pale. The crouds 
that flock together, inſtead of diminiſhing, increaſe 
the dread. They catch contagion from each other's 
looks and words; While fear is in every eye, and e- 
very tongue ſpeaks the language of terror. Some ſee 
hideous ſhapes, armies mixing in ſierce encounter, or 
fields ſwimming with blood. Some foreſee direful e- 
vents, ſtates overthrown, or mighty monarchs totter- 
ing on their thrones. Others, ſcared with ſtill more 
frightful apprehenſions, think of nothing but the day 
of doom. Sure,“ ſays one, © the unalterable hour 
« 1s truck, and the end of all things come.” —< See, 
replies another, © how the blaſted ſtars look wan! 
« Are not theſe the ſigns of the Son of man, coming 
in the clouds of heaven?“ “ IESUs prepare us” 
(cries a third, and lifts his eyes in devotion) “ for the 
« Archangel's trump, and the great tribunal !” 

If this waving brightneſs, which plays innocently o- 
ver our heads, be ſo amazing to multitudes; what in- 
expreſſible conſternation muſt overwhelm unthinking 
mortals, when the general conflagration commences! The 
day, the dreadful day, is approaching, “ in the which the 
« heavens ſhall paſs away with a great noſe I, and the 


* Hinc /etis vituli vulgo moriuntur in herbis, 
Et dulces animas plena ad preſepia reddunt. 
Balatu hinc pecorum, et. crebris mugitibus amnes, 
Arenteſque ſonant ripe, colleſque ſupini. V1RG. 
1 Joch i. 18. 

t 2 Pet. il. 10, I have often thought this verſe an emi- 
nent inftance of that kind of beautiful writing, in which the 
very ſound bears a ſort of ſignificancy ; at leaſt, carries an exact 
correſpondence with the ſenſe, The original expreſſion— fu 
—is one of the hoarſeſt and deepeſt words in language. No- 
thing could be more exquiſitely adapted to affect the ear, a3 
well as impreſs the imagination, with the wreck of nature, 
and the craſh of a falling world.] ſcarce ever read this clauſc, 
but it brings to my mind that admired deſcription in Mu- 
TON : Et . ao 
— — On a ſadden open fly, . 

With impetnous recoil, and jarring ſound, 
Th' infernal doors, and on their hinges grate | 
Harſh thunder,— — ook II. 1. 879. 


- . 
- 


| It is a pleaſing employ, and a very laudable office of true cri 


ticiſm, to point out theſe inferior recommendations of tlie 


” 
- 
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«« +; Hall melt with fervent heat; the earth alſo, 
4e 24 1 works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up.” 
That mighty hand, which once opened the windows 
from on high, and broke up the fountains of the great 
deep, will hen unlock all the magazines of fire, and 

my ſecond deluge upon the earth. The vengeful flames, 
kindled by the breath of the — 1 ſpread themſelves 
from the centre to the circumference. Nothing can 
withſtand their impetuoſity; nothing can eſcape their 
rage. Univerſal deſolation attends their progreſs. Mag- 
nificent palaces, and ſolemn temples, are laid in aſhes. 
Spacious cities, and impregnable towers, are mingled 
in one ſmoking maſs. Not only the productions of 
human art, but the works of _—_— Wer, are tuel 
for the devouring element. The everlaſting mountains 
melt, like the ſnows which cover their ſummit. Even 
vaſt oceans ſerve only to augment the inconceivable 
rapidity and fury of the blaze.—O ! how ſhall I, or 
others, ſtand undiſmayed amidit the glare of a burnin 
world, unleſs the Loxp JeHovan be our defence! 
How ſhall we be upheld in ſecurity, when the globe 
itſelf is ſinking in a fery ruin, unleſs the Rock of Ages 
be our ſupport ? 


BznoLD! a new ſpectacle of wonder! The moon is 
making her en 


on the eaſtern ſky. See her riſing 
in clouded majeſty! opening, as it were, and aſſerting 
her original commiſſion to rule over the night. All grand 
and ſtately, but ſomewhat ſullied is her aſpect. How- 
ever, the brightens as ſhe advances ; and grows clearer, 
as ſhe climbs higher : till, at length, her ſilver loſes all 
its droſs ; ſhe unveils her peerleſs light; and becomes 
te the beauty of heaven, the glory of the ſtars * 
delighting every eye, and chearing the whole world, 
with the brightneſs of her appearance, and the ſoftneſs 
of her ſplendors.—O ! thou queen of the ſhades! may 
it be my ambition to follow this thy inſtructive exam- 
ple! While others are fond to tranſcribe the faſhions 
of little courts, and to mimic perſonages of inferior 
ſtate; be it mine to imitate thy improving purity / May 
my conduct become more unblemiſhed, and my tem- 
per more refined, as I proceed farther and farther in my 
probationary courſe | May every ſordid deſire wear a- 
way, and every irregular appetite be gradually loſt, as 
I make nearer approaches to the celeſtial manſions !|— 
Will not this be a comfortable evidence, that I too 
ſhall ſhine in my adored Redeemer's kingdom? ſhine 
with a richer luſtre, than that which radiates from thy 
reſplendent orb; ſhine with an unfading luſtre, when 
every ray that beams from thy beauteous ſphere, is 
totally extinguiſhed ? | 
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What a majeſtic ſcene is here! incomparably grand, 
and exquilitely fine — The moon, like an immenſe 
cryſtal lamp, pendent in the magnificent ceiling of 
the heavens. The ſtars, like ſo many thouſands of 
golden tapers, fixed in their azure ſockets. All pour- 
ing their luſtre on ſpacious cities, and lofty moun- 
tains; glittering on the ocean; gleaming on the fo- 
reſt; and opening a proſpect, wide as the eye can 
glance, more various than fancy can paint *.—We 
are forward to admire the pertormances of human 
art. A landſcape, elegantly deſigned, and executed 
with a maſterly hand; a piece of ſtatuary, which ſeems, 
amidſt all the recommendations of exact proportion, 
and graceful attitude, to ſoften into fleſh, and almoſt 
breathe with hte; theſe little imitations of nature, we be- 
hold with a pleaſing ſurpriſe. And ſhall we be leſs af- 
fected, leſs delighted, with the inexpreſſibly-noble, 
and completely-finiſhed original — The ample dimen- 
ſions of Ranelagh's dome; the gay illuminations of 
Vaux-hall grove; I ſhould ſcorn to mention on ſuch 
an occaſion, were they not the objects of general ad- 
miration. Shall we be charmed with thoſe puny eſ- 
ſays of finite ingenuity ; and touched with no tranſ- 
port, at this ſtupendous diſplay of omnipotent {kill ? at 
the auguſt grandeur, and ſhining ſtatelineſs, of the firma- 
ment? which forms an alcove Br ten thouſand worlds, 
and is ornamented with myriads of everlaſting lumi- 
naries.—Surely, this muſt betray, not only a total 
want of religion, but the moſt abject littleneſs of mind, 
and the utmoſt poverty of genius. 

The moon is not barely “ an ornament in the high 
places of the LORD 4,” but of ſignal ſervice to the 
inhabitants of the earth. —How uncomfortable is deep, 
pitchy, total darkneſs! eſpecially in the long abſence of 
the winter's ſun. Welcome therefore, thrice welcome, 
this auſpicious gift of Providence, to enliven the noc- 
turnal gloom, and line with ſilver the raven- coloured 
mantle of night.—How defirable to have our ſummer- 
evenings illuminated ! that we may be able to tread 
the dewy meads, and breathe the delicious fragrance of 
our gardens ; eſpecially, when the ſultry heats render 
it irkſome and fatiguing, to walk abroad by day.— 
How chearing to the epherd, the uſe of this uni- 
verſal lantern ; as he tends his fleecy charge, or late 
conſigns them to their hurdted cots! How comfort- 
able and how advantageous to the mariner, as he 
ploughs the midnight-main, to adjuſt the tackling, to 
explore his way, and, under the influence of this 
beaming ſconce, to avoid the fatal rock !—For theſe, 
and other beneficial purpoſes, the hand of the A- 


| MIGHTY has hung the /tately branch on high; and filled 
l Tar dey afforded nga variety of end 88 it with A e e not confined to a ſingle edifice, or 
c | riety of entertaining ſights. te t ticular ſ. : 

4 Theſe ward all ilaidinmnn: at the nceeiomad 25 — commenſurate to a particular ſquare, but diffuſive as 


The ſtars, kindly officious, immediately lent us their 
aid. This ſerved to alleviate the frown of night, ra- 
ther than to recover the objects from their obſcurity. 
A faint ray, ſcarcely reflected, and not from the entire 
ſurface of dae gave the ſtraining eye a very imper- 
fect glimpſe; ſuch as rather mocked, than ſatisfied vi- 
ſion. Now the moon is riſen, and has collected all her 


the whole extent of the hemiſphere. 
The moſt faithful of our inferior ſervants are ſome- 


times tardy in their office, ſometimes negligent of 


their duty. But this celeſtial attendant is moſt exact 
ly fpunctual, at all the ſtated periods of her miniſtra- 


* As when the moon, refulgent lamp of night, 


* O'er heav'n's clear azure ſpreads her ſacred light ; 
u- beams, the veil is taken off from the countenance of When not a breath diſturbs the deep ſerene, 
he nature. I ſee the recumbent flocks ; I ſee the green And not a cloud vercaſts the ſolemn ſcene : 
4 hedge-rows, though without the feathered choriſters Around her throne the vivid planets roll, 
o- hopping from ſpray to ſpray. In ſhort, I ſee once a- 2 42 7 a AN 'd Sid the glowing Par 

in , ; q n 1 er the dark trees a yellower verdure ſhed, 
— , ſve e279 mountains heads 
re, 5 . . | . 
15 e . 5 Then ſhine the vales ; the rocks in proſpect riſe ; 
LL* 


ſacred claſſics. Though, I believe, the inſpired writers themſelves, 
amidſt all the elevation and magnificence of their divine ideas, 
diſdained a ſcrupulous attention to ſuch little niceties of ſtyle. 


A flood of glory burſts from all the ſkies ; 
The conſcious ſwains, rejoicing in the ſight, 
Eye the blue vault, and bleſs the uſeful light. 


Iliad VIII. 


I tranſcribe theſe lines, becauſe Mr Pope ſays, they exhibit, in 
* Ecclus xliii. 9. 


the original, the fineſt night-piece in poetry. And, if they are 
Lucidum cœli decus. Hor. ſo beautiful in Homer's language, who can ſuſpect their tuffer- 
+ — — Now reigns | ing any diſadvantage from the pen of his able tran/la- 
4 Full orb'd the moon, and with more pleaſing light tor? | 
NOT ſets off the face of things. M1LT. + Ecclus xliii, . 
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tion, If we chuſe to prolong our journey, after the 
fun is gone down; the moon, during her whole in- 
treaſe, is always ready to act in the capacity of a 
guide. If we are inclined to ſet out very early in the 
morning ; the moon in her decreaſe prevents the 
dawn, on purpoſe to offer her aſſiſtance. And, be- 
cauſe it is ſo pleaſant a thing for the eyes to behold 
the light, the moon, at her Vu, by a courſe of unin- 
termitted waiting, gives us, as it were, a double day. 
—How apparently has the divine wiſdom intereſted it- 
ſelf, in providing even for the e accommodation 
of man! How deſirous, that he ſhould want no piece 
of commodious furniture, no kind of delightful con- 
venience! and, in proſecution of theſe benevolent in- 
tentions, has annexed ſo valuable an appendage to 
the terreſtrial globe. juſtly, therefore, does the pſal- 
miſt celebrate that admirable conſtitution, which or- 
dained the moon and the ſtars ts govern the night, as an 
inſtance of rich goodneſs, and of mercy which endureth 
for ever &. h 


Tur moon, it is confeſſed, is no luminous body. 
All the brightneſs, which beautifies her countenance, 
is originally in the ſun, and no more than tranſmiſſive- 
ly in her. That glorious orb is the parent of day, and 
the palace of light. From thence the morning:ſtar 
gilds ber horn +; from thence the e circles 
are crowned with luſtre; and from thence the moon 
derives all her ſilver radiance, —lt is pleaſing to reflect, 
that ſuch is the caſe with the a!l-ſuffrcrent Redeemer, 
and his dependent people. We are repleniſhed from his 
filneſs. What do we poſſeſs, which we have not re- 
ccived ; and what can we deſire, which we may not 
expect; from that never-failing Source of all good? 
He is the author of our faith, and the former of our 

races. In his unſpotted life, we ſee the path; in 

is meritorious death, the price; and in his triumph- 
ant reſurrection, the proc, of bliſs and immortality. 
If we offend, and fall ſeven times a-day; he is the 
LorxD our peace l. If we are depraved, and our 
beſt deeds very unworthy ; he is the Loxp our r:gh- 
teouſneſs ||, It we are blind, and even brutiſh, in hea- 
venly knowledge; he is the Loxp our rim + : his 
word diſpels the ſhades ; his Spirit ſcatters the intellec- 
tual gloom ; his eye looks our darkneſs into day. In 
ſhort, we are nothing, and © CHRIST is all.” 
Worſe than defective in ourſelves, “ we are complete 
« jn him.” So that if we ſhine, it is with delegated 
rays, and with borrowed light. We act by a ſtrength, 
and glory in merits, not our own!—O! may we be 
thoroughly ſenſible of our dependence on the Saviour : 
May we conſtantly imbibe his propitious beams; and 
never, by indulging unbelief, or backſliding into folly, 
withdraw our ſouls from his benign influences! leſt 
we loſe our comfort, and our holineſs ; as the fair ru- 
ler of the night loſes her ſplendor, when her urn is. 
turned from its fountain —, and receives no more 
communications of ſolar effulgence. | 


Tax moon is inceſſantly varying, either in her aſpect, 
or her ſtages.—Sometimes ſhe looks full upon us, and 
her viſage is all luſtre. Sometimes ſhe appears. in pro- 
file, and ſhews us only half her enlightened face. A- 
non a radiant creſcent but juſt adorns her brow. Soon 


* Pial. cxxxvi. 9. 

+ I might, to jaſtify this expreſſion, obſerve, that the planet 
Venus, commonly called the morning-ſtar, is found, by our 
teleſcopes, frequently to appear horned ; or to have a creſcent 
of light, ſomewhat like the moon, a little before or after her 
conjunction. But this would be a remark too deep and refi- 


ned for my ſcheme ; which proceeds only upon a ſuperficial 


knowledge, and the moſt obvious appearances, of nature, 
t Judg. vi. 24. || Jer. xxiii. 6. 4 1 Cor. i. 30. 
+ Alluding to thoſe truly poetical lines in Milton, 
Hither, as to their fountain, other flars 
Refairivg, in their golden urns draw light. 
| Par, Loft, b. VII. I. 364. 
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it dwindles into a flender ſtreak: till, at length, an 
her beauty vaniſhes, and ſhe becomes a beamleſs orh 
-—Sometimes ſhe riſes with the deſcending day, and be. 
gins her proceſſion amidſt admiring multitudes, Fre 
long ſhe defers her progreſs till the midnight-watches 
and ſteals unobſerved upon the 1leeping world.—Some. 
times ſhe juſt enters the edges of the weſtern Horizon 
and drops us a ceremonious viſit. Within a while, the 
ſets out on her nightly tour, from the oppoſite regions 
of the eaſt ; traverſes the whole hemiſphere; and ne. 
ver offers to withdraw, till the more refulgent partner 
of her ſway renders her preſence unnecetiary.—In , 
word, ſhe is, while converſant among us, ſtill waxing 
or waning, and © never continueth in one ſtay,” 

Such is the moon; and ſuch are all ſublunary things; 
expoſed to perpetual viciſſitudes. How often, and 
how ſoon, have the faint echoes of renown ſlept 
in ſilence, or been converted into the clamours ot 
obloquy ! The ſame lips, almoſt with the ſame breath, 
cry Hoſanna, and Crucify.— Have not riches confeſſed 
their notorious treachery, a thouſand and a thouſand 
times? either melting away, like ſnow in our hands, 
by inſenſible degrees; or eſcaping, like a winged pri- 
ſoner from its cage, with a precipitate flight. — Have 
we not known the bridegroom's cieſet, an antechamber 
to the tomb; and heard the voice, which fo lately pro- 
nounced the ſparkling pair huſband and wife, proclaim 
an everlaſting divorce ; and ſeal the decree with that 
ſolemn aſſeveration, ** Aſhes to aſhes, duſt to duſt ?” 
Our friends, though the medicine of life; our health, 
though the balm of nature; are a moſt precarious pot- 
ſeſſion. How ſoon may the firſt become a corpſe in 
our arms; and how eaſily is the laſt deſtroyed in its vi- 
gour ou have ſeen, no doubt, a ſet of pretty paint- 
ed birds, perching on your trees, or ſporting in your 
meadows. You was pleaſed with the lovely vilitants, 
that brought beauty on their wings, and melody in 
their throats. But could you infure the continuance 
of this agreeable entertainment ? No, truly. At the 
leaſt diſturbing noiſe, at the leaſt terrifying appearance, 
they ſtart ms. 4 their ſeats; they — the ſkies; 
and are gone 1n an inſtant, are gone for ever. Would 
you chute to have a happineſs, which bears date with 
their arrival, and expires at their departure ? If you 
could not be content with a portion, enjoyable only 
through ſuch a fortuitous term, not of years, but of 
moments, O ! take up with nothing — 7 ſet your 
affections on things above; there alone is © no varia- 
<« bleneſs or ſhadow of turning.” 

Fob is not a more illuſtrious pattern of patience, 
than an eminent exemplification of this remark. View 
him in his private eſtate. He heaps up ſilver as the 
duſt; he waſhes his ſteps in butter, and the rock 
pours him out rivers of oil.—View him in his public 
character. Princes revere his dignity ; the aged liſten 
to his wiſdom ; every eye beholds him with delight; 
every tongue loads him with bleſſings. View him in 


his domeſtic circumſtances. On one hand, he is defended 


by a troop of ſons ; on the other, adorned with a train 
of daughters; and on all ſides ſurrounded by “ a ve- 
ry great houſehold.” Never was human felicity ſo 
conſummate ; never was diſaſtrous revolution fo ſudden. 
The lightning, which conſumed his cattle, was not 
more terrible, and ſcarce more inſtantaneous. The 
Joyful parent is bereft of his offspring, and his “ chil- 
<«« dren are buried in death.” The man of affluence is 
ſtript of his abundance; and he who was clothed in 
ſcarlet, embraces the dunghill. The venerable patriarch 
is the derifion of ſcoundrels ; and the late darling of an 
indulgent providence, is become © a brother to dra- 
> gons, a companion of owls.” Nor need we go back 
to former ages, for proofs of this afflicting truth. In 
our times, in all times, the wheel continues the ſame 
inceſſant whirl. And frequently thoſe who are tri- 
umphing to-day in the higheſt elevations of joy, to- 
morrow are bemoaning the inſtability of mortal affairs, 
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intl depths of miſery *. Amidſt ſo much fluc- 
1 2 wretched is the condi- 
tion, which has no anchor of the ſoul, ſure and ſted- 
faſt! May thy loving-kindneſs, O Go, be our pre- 
ſent treaſure; and thy future glory, our reverſionary 
inheritance! Then ſhall our happineſs, not be like the 
fall-orbed moon, which is “ a light that decreaſeth in 
« its perfection; but like the fun, when he goeth 
forth in his ſtrength, and knoweth no other change, 
but that of Mining more and more unto the perfect day. 


MtTarinks, in this ever-varying fphere, I ſee a re- 
reſentation, not only of our temporal advantages, but 
alſo of our AN accompliſhments. Such, I am ſure, 
is what the kind partiality of a friend would call my 
righteouſneſs : and ſuch, I am apt to ſuſpect f, is the 
righteouſneſs of every man living. Now we exerciſe 
it, in ſome few inſtances, in ſome little degrees. A- 
non ſin revives, and leads our ſouls into a tranſient, 
though unwilling captivity. Now we are meet; but 
ſoon a ruffling accident intervenes, and turns our com- 
poſure into a fretful diſquietude. Now we are humble; 
ſoon we reflect upon ſome inconſiderable or imaginary 
ſuperiority over others, and a ſudden elatement ſwells 
our minds. Now, perhaps, we poſſeſs a clean heart, 
and are warm with holy love. But O! how ealily is 
the purity of our affections ſullied ! how ſoon the fer- 
vour of our gratitude cooled ! And 1s there not ſome- 
thing amiſs even in our beſt moments? ſomething to 
be 4 of, in all we are; ſomething to be repented 
of, in all we do? - 

With what gladneſs, therefore, and adoring thank- 
fulneſs, ſhould we «+ ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of 
gur incarnate Gop;“ and receive, as a divine gift, 
what cannot be acquired by human works {!—A writer 
of the firſt diſtinction, and niceſt diſcernment, ſtyles 
the obedience of our glorious Surety, an everlaſting 


I believe, I may venture to apply, what the Temanite ſays 
of the affairs of the wicked, to all ſublunary things, as a 
true deſcription of their very great inſtability. Job xxii. 16. 
DIM pv u rendered by Schultens, Flumen fuſum funda- 
mentum eorum. Their foundation (or what they reckon their 
moſt ſolid and ſtable poſſeſſion) is a flood poured out, — Which 
is one of the boldeſt images, and moſt poetical beauties, I e- 
ver met with in any language, ſacred or profane, In order 
to have a tolerable conception of the image, and a taſte of its 
beauty, you muſt ſuppoſe a torrent of waters, ruſhing in bro- 
ken cataracts, and with impetuous rapidity, from a ſteep and 
craggy mountain, Then imagine to yourſelf an edifice, built 
upon the ſurge of this rolling precipice ; which has no other 
baſis than one of thoſe headlong whirling waves, Was there 
ever ſuch a repreſentation of tranſitory proſperity, tending, with 
inconceivable ſwiftneſs, unto ruin? Yet ſuch is every form of 
human felicity, that is not grounded on Jesvus, and a parti- 
cipation of his merits, who is the Rock of Ages; on JESUS, 
and his image formed in our hearts, which is the hope glo- 
ry. J ot 
+ I would not be underſtood, as meaſuring, in this reſpect, 
others by my/elf; but as taking my eſtimate from the unerring 
ſtandard of ſcripture. And indeed, proceeding on this evi- 
dence, ſupported by this authority, I might have ventured 
farther than a bare ſuſpicion. For © there is not a juſt man upon 
earth that doth good, and ſinneth not,” ſays the Spirit of 
inſpiration by Solomon (Ecclef. vii. 20;:)—Nay, ſuch is the pu- 
rity, and ſo extenſive are the demands of the divine law, that 
an apoſtle makes a till more humbling acknowledgment; © In 
many things we offend a/l.” (Jam. iii. 2.)—And the unerring 
Teacher, who moſt thoroughly knew our frame, directs the 
moſt advanced, moſt eſtablithed, and moſt watchful Chriſtians, 
to pray daily for the forgiveneſs of their daily treſpaſſes.—To 
Which teſtimonies. I beg leave to add an elegant paſſage from 
the Canticles ; becauſe it not only expreſſes the ſentiment of 
this paragraph, but illuſtrates it by the very ſame ſimilitude. 
Sbe (the church) is fair as the moon; clear as the ſun. Fair as 
the moon, the leſſer and changeable light, in her /anfification ; 
clear as the ſun, the greater and invariable luminary, in her 
Ju/tification : the inherent holineſs of believers being imper- 
fact, and ſubject to many inequalities ; while their imputed 
righteouſneſs is every way complete, and conſtantly like itſelf. 
Cont. vi. 10. 1 Rom: v. 17.—X. 3. 


righteouſneſs * ; ſuch as was ſubje& to no interruption, 
nor obſcured by the leaſt blemiſh ; but proceeded al- 
ways in the ſame uniform tenor, of the moſt ſpotleſs 
perfection. —This righteouſneſs, in another ſenſe, an- 
ſwers' the prophet's exalted deſcription ; as its bene- 
ficial and ſovereign efficacy knows no end; but laſts 
through all our lite ; laſts in the trying hour of death ; 
laſts at the deciſive day of judgment; laſts through 
every generation; and will Jaſt to all eternity. 


SOMETIMES I have ſeen that reſplendent globe /tript 
of her radiance; or, according to the . en lan- 

age of ſcripture, © turned into blood.” The earth, 
interpoſing with its opake body, intercepted the ſolar 
rays, and caſt its own gloomy thadow on the moon. 
The malignant influence gained upon her fickening 
orb; extinguiſhed, more and more, the feeble remain- 
ders of light; till at length, like one in a deep ſwoon, 
no comelineſs was left in her countenance; ſhe was 
totally overſpread with darkneſs.— At this juncture, 
what a multitude of eyes were gazing upon the rueful 
ſpectacle! even of thoſe eyes, which diſregarded the 
empreſs of the night, or beheld her with indifference, 
when, robed in glory, and riding in her triumphal 
chariot, ſhe ſhed a ſofter day through the nations. 
But now, under theſe circumſtances of diſgrace, they 
watch her motions with the moſt prying attention. -In 
every place, her misfortune 1s the obje& of general ob- 
ſervation ; and the prevailing topic o aiTourſe, in 
every company. 

Is it not thus with regard to perſons of eminence, in 
their reſpective ſpheres! Kings, at the head of their 
—_— nobles, ſurrounded with their dependents ; 
and (after names of ſo much grandeur, may I be al- 
lowed to add ?) miniſterslabouringamong their people ; 
are each in a conſpicuous ſtation. Their conduct in 
its minuteſt ſtep, eſpecially in any miſcarriage, will be 
narrowly ſurveyed, and critically ſcanned. Can there 
be a louder call, to ponder the paths of their feet, and 
to be particularly jealous over all their ways ?—Thoſe 
who move in inferior life, may groſsly offend ; and 
little alarm be given, perhaps no notice taken. But it 
is not to be expected, that the leaſt {lip in their carriage, 
the leaſt flaw in their character, will paſs undiſcovered. 
Malice, with her eagle-eyes, will be ſure to diſcern 
them; while Cenſure, with her ſhrill trumpet, will be 
as far from concealing them; as Calumny, with her 
treacherous whiſpers, * extenuating them. A pla- 
net may ſink below the horizon; or a ſtar, for ſeveral 
months, withdraw its ſhining; and ſcarce one in ten 
thouſand perceive the loſs. But, if the moon ſuffers a 
tranſient eclipſe, almoſt half the world are ſpectators 
of her diſhonour. 

Very different was the caſe, when, at this late hour, 
I have taken a ſolitary walk on the weſtern cliffs. At 
the foot of the ſteep mountain, the ſea, all clear and 
ſmooth, ſpread itſelf into an immenſe plain, and held a 
watery mirror to the ſkies. Infinite heights above, the 
firmament ſtretched its azure expanſe, beſpangled with 
unnumbered ſtars, and adorned with the moon, 
„ walking in brightneſs f.“ She' ſeemed to contem- 
plate herſelf, with a peculiar pleaſure ; while the tranſ- 
parent ſurface both received, and returned her filver 
image. Here, inſtead of being covered with fackcloth, 
ſhe ſhone with double luſtre ; or rather, with a luſtre 
multiplied, in proportion to the number of beholders, 
and their various ſituations. 

Such, methinks, is the effect of an exemplary be- 
haviour, in perſons of exalted rank. Their courſe, as 
it is nobly diſtinguiſhed, ſo it will be happily infaen- 
tial. ers will catch the diffuſive ray; and be am- 
bitious to reſemble a pattern ſo attracting, ſo com- 


* Dan. ix. 24. | 
+ Ye are the light of the world, A city that is ſet on an 
hill, cannot be hid. Matth. v.14. f Job xxxi. 26. 
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manding. Their amiable qualities will not terminate 
in themſelves; but we ſhall ſee them reflected from 
their families, thew acquaintance, their retainers. Juſt 
as we may now behold another moon, trembling * in 
the ſtream, glittering in the canal, and diſplaying its 
lovely imprels on every collection of waters. 


Tur moon, philoſophy ſays, is a ſort of ſcvereign 
over the great deep. Her orb, like a royal ſceptre, 
ſways the ocean, and actuates the fluid realms. It 


{wells the tides, and perpetuates the reciprocal returns 


CONTEMPLATIONS on 


the NIGHT. 


In a word, can there be a more ſublime 22 than 
c 


to dwell, in fixed contemplation, on the beauties of 
the eternal Mind ; the amiable original of all that is 
fair, grand, and harmonious ; the beneficent giver of 
all that is convenient, comfortable, and uſeful Can 
there he a more advantageous employ, than to preſent 
our requeſts to the Father of mercies; opening our 
minds to the irradiations of his wiſdom, and all the 
faculties of our ſouls to the communications of his 
grace lt is ſtrange, unaccountably ſtrange, that the 
notion of dignity in ſentiment, and the purſuit of re. 


of ebb and flow. By which means the liquid element #7ed enjoyment, ſhould ever be diſunited from devo. 


urges off its filth; and is preſerved from being pu- 
trefied itſelf, and from poiſoning the world.—Is the 
moon thus eerative on the vaſt abyſs? And ſhall not 
the faith of eternal and infinite delights to come, be 
equally efficacious on this ſoul of mine ?: Far above 
her argent fields, are treaſures of bappineſ unſeen by 
mortal eye, by mortal ear unheard, and unconceived 
by any human imagination. In that deſirable world, 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed and exalted honours allo are con- 
ferred ; in compariſon with which, the thrones and 
diadems of earthly monarchs are empty pageants, and 
childiſh toys.—Y onder arch of ſapphire, with all its 
ſpangles of gold, is but the floor of thoſe divine 
abodes. What then are the apartments what 1s the 
palace? how bright with glories; how rich with bliſs ? 
O ye manſions of bleſſedneſs; ye beauties of my 
Father's kingdom; which far outſhine theſe lamps of 
the viſible heaven ; tranſmit your ſweet and winning 
invitations to my heart. Attratt and refine all my at- 
fections. Withdraw them from /tagnating on the ſor- 
did ſhores of fleſh; never ſuffer them to ſettle upon 
the impure lees of ſenſe ; but impreſs them with emo- 
tions of reſtleſs deſire after ſublime and celeſtral joys : 
Joys, that will proceed, ſtill proceed in a copious 
and everlaſting flow, when ſeas ſhall ceaſe to roll — 
Joys, that will charm every faculty with unimaginable 
pleaſure ; when the moon, with her waxing ſplendors, 


{hall chear our fight no more, 


Exoucn for the preſent evening. My thoughts 


have been ſuſfliciently exerciſed, and my ſteps begin to 
be attended with wearineſs. Let me obey the admo- 


nition of nature; and give reſpite to my meditations, 


ſlumber to my eyes. But ſtay.— Shall I retire to the 
bed of fleep, with as little ceremony, and with as 
much inattention, as the brutes to their ſordid lair ? 
Are no acknowledgments due to that divine Being, who 
is the ſupport of my life, and the length of my days ? 
Have I no farther necd of his eee, care; no 
more occaſion for the bleſſings of his goodneſs ?—Le- 
idus, perhaps, may laugh at the bended Knee; and 
8 a thouſand darts of raillery ready to diſcharge on 
the practice of devotion. The wits, I know, are un- 
mercifully ſevere on what they call the drudgery of 
rayer, and the fantaſtical rant of praiſe. Thefe they 
49 to the illiterate labourer, and the mean mechanic; 
or treat them, with a contemptuous ſneer, as the par- 
ſon's ignoble trade. | 2 F | 
Is it then an inſtance of ſiperſtitious blindneſs, to 
diſtinguiſh ; or of whimfical zeal, to celebrate, the 
moſt ſupereminent excellency and merit? Is it an un- 
gracefu buſineſs, or does it argue a en! diſpoſi- 
tion, to magnify goodneſs tranſcendently rich and dif- 
fuſive? What can be ſo truly becoming a dependent 
ſtate, as to pay our adoring homage to the Author of 
all perfection, and profeſs our devoted allegiance to 
the ſupreme almighty Governor of the univerſe? 
Can any thing more ſignificantly beſpeak an ingenuous 
temper, or adminiſter a more real ſatisfaction to its fineſt 
feelings, than the exerciſes of penitential devotion ; 
by which we give vent to an honeſt anguiſh, or melt 
into filial ſorrow, for our inſenſibility to the beſt of 
friends, for our diſobedience to the beſt of parents ?— 


* Splendet tremulo ſub lumine pontus, VIRG. 


tion: that perſons, who make pretenſions to an im- 
proved taite, and exalted genius, ſhould neglect this 
moſt ennobling intercourſe with the wiſeſt and beſt of 
beings, the inexhauſtible ſource of honour and joy. 

Shall I be deterred from approachirig this ſource of 
the pureſt delight? deterred from purſuing this high- 
eſt improvement of my nature ? deterred from all by 
a formidable banter, or confuted by one irrefragable 
imile ? No: let the moon, in her reſplendent ſphere; 
and yonder pole, with all its ſtarry train ; witneſs, if 
I be ſilent even or morn; if I refrain to kindle in my 
heart, and breathe from my lips, the reaſonable in- 
ccnfe of praiſe; praiſe to that great and glorious God, 
who formed the earth, and built the ſkies ; who pour- 
ed from his hand the watery world, and ſhed the all. 
ſurrounding air abroad. — “ Thou alſo madeſt the 
night, Maker omnipotent! and thou, the day! 
* which I, though leſs than the leaſt of all thy mercies, 
have paſled in ſafety, tranquillity, and comfort, — 
When I was loſt in the extravagance of dreams, or 
lay immerſed in the inſenſibility of fleep, thy hand 
* recovered me from the temporary lethargy. Thy 
„hand fet, a new, a delicately-fine edge on all my 
** blunted /er/es ; and ſtrung my ſinews with recruit- 
* ed vigour. When my thoughts were benumbed 
and ſtupefied, thy quic*ening influence rouſed them 
into activity; when they were diſconcerted and wild, 
* thy regulating influence reduced them into order: 
« rehitting me at once, to reliſh the innocent enter- 
* tainments of an animal, and to enjoy the ſublime 
<« gratifications, of a rational capacity. When dark- 
* neſs covered the creation, at thy command, the un 
<« aroſe ; painted the flowers, ad diſtinguiſhed every 
* object; gave light to my feet, and gave nature, 
* with all her beautiful ſcenes, to my eye.—To thee, 
O thou Gop of my ſtrength, I owe the continuance 
« of my being, and the vivacity of my ' conſtitution. 
* By thy ſacred order, without any conſciouſneſs of 
“ mine, the wheels of life move, and the crimſon 
« fountain plays. Over- ruled by thy exquiſite ſkill, it 
“ transforms itſelf, by the niceſt operations of an inex- 
* plicable kind of chemiſtry, into a variety of the 
* fineſt ſecretions : which glide into the muſcles, and 
„ {well them for action; or pour themſelves into the 
* fluids, and repair their inceſſant decays: which 
* cauſe chearfulneſs to ſparkle in the eye, and health 
* to bloom in the cheek. 

* Diſaſtrous accidents, injurious to the peace of my 
mind, or fatal to the — — of my body, beſet my 
paths. But thy faithfulneſs and truth, like an im- 
<« penetrable ſhield, guarded me all around. Under 
this divine protection, I walked ſecure, amidſt legion 
of apparent perils; and pane unhurt, through 2 
« far pr multiplicity of unſeen evils. Not one of 
my bones was broken; not a ſingle ſhaft grazed up- 
on my eaſe; even when the eye that watched over 
„me, faw, in its wide ſurvey, thouſands falling beſide 
* me, in irrecoverable ruin; and ten thouſands deeply 
* wounded, on my right hand.—lf ſickneſs has, at any 
„time, ſaddened my chamber, or pain harrowed my 
* fleſh; it was a wholeſome diſcipline, and a gracious 
« ſeverity. The chaſtiſement proved a ſovereign me⸗ 
„ dicine, to cure me of an immoderate fondneſs for 
this imperfect troubleſome ſtate; and to quicken my 


— 


CONTEMPLATIONS on the NIGHT. 


deſires after the unembittered enjoyments of my e- 
ternal home. Has not thy munificence, unwearied 
and unbounded, 1 my table ; and furniſhed it 
with the fineſt wheat ; repleniſhed it with marrow 
and fatneſs? While temperance ſweetened the bowl; 
appetite ſeaſoned the diſh ; contentment and grati- 
tude crowned. the repaſt.—Has not thy kindneſs, O 
Gop of the families of 1/-ael, preſerved my affec- 
tionate relations; who ſtudy, by their tender offices, 
to ſoften every care, and heighten every joy? Has 
not thy kindneſs given me valuable friends ; whoſe 
preſence is a cordial, to chear me in a dejected hour; 
and whoſe converſation mingles improvement with 
delight ? 
« When ſin lay diſguiſed amidſt flowery ſcenes of 
pleaſure ; enlightened by thy wiſdom, I diſcerned 
the latent miſchief ; made reſolute by thy grace, I 
unned the luſcious bane. If, through the impulſe 
of ſenſuality, or the violence of paſſion, I have been 
hurried into the ſnare, and ſtung by the ſerpent ; 
thy faithful admonitions have recalled the fooliſh 
wanderer ; while the blood of thy Son has healed 
his deadly wounds.—Some, no doubt, have been 
cut off ia the midſt of their iniquities; and tranſ- 
mitted from the thrillings of pollated joy, to the 
agonies of eternal deſpair. Whereas, I have been 
diſtinguiſhed by long- ſuffering mercy ; and, inſtead 
of lifting up my eyes in torments, to behold a hea- 
ven irrecoverably loſt ; I may lift them up. under 
the pleaſing views of ** admitted, ere long, into 
thoſe abodes of endleſs felicity.— In the mean time, 
thou haſt vouchſafed me the revelation of thy will; 
the influences of thy Sp:r:t ; and abundance of the 
moſt effectual aids, for advancing in knowledge, 
and growing in godlineſs ; for becoming more con- 
formable to thy image, and more meet for thy pre- 
ſence ; for taſting the pleaſures of religion, and ſe- 
curing the riches of eternity. 
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81 
« How various is thy beneficence, O thou Lover of 


ſouls! It has unſealed a thouſand ſources of good ; 
opened a thouſand avenues of delight ; and heaped 
bleſſings upon me, with a coalelely liberality. if 1 
ſhould attempt to declare them, they would be more 
than the Harry hoſt, which glitter in this unclouded 
ſky ; more than the dewy gems, which will adorn 
the face of the morning. 


« AND ſhall I forget the GOD of my ſalvation, the 
Author of all my mercies? Rather let my pulſe 
forget to beat !—Shall I render him no expreſſions of 
thankfulneſs? Then might all nature reproach my 
ingratitude. —Shall I reſt ſatisfied with the bare ac- 
knowledgment of my lips? No: let my life be vo- 
cal, and ſpeak his praiſe, in that only genuine, that 
moſt emphatical language,—the language of devout 
obedience. Let the bi be drawn upon my ve 

heart; let all my affections acknowledge the draught; 
and let the whole tenor of my actions, in time and 
through eternity, be continually paying the debt. 
the ever- pleaſing, ever-growing debt of duty, vene- 


ration, and love. 


And can I, O thou Guide of my goings, and 
Guardian of all my intereſts,—can I diſtruſt ſuch ſig- 
nal, ſuch experienced goodneſs? Thou haſt been my 
Helper, through all the buſy ſcenes of day: therefore 
under the ſhadow of thy wings will I repoſe myſelf, 
during the darkneſs, the danger, and death-like in- 
activity of the night. Whatever defilement I have 
contracted, waſh it thoroughly away in redeeming 
blood ; and let neither the final ſtain, nor the ſin- 
ful inclination, accompany me to my couch Then 
ſhall / ” me down in peace, and take my reſt ; chear- 
fully referring it to thy all-wiſe determination, whe- 
ther I ſhall open my eyes in this world, or awake in 
the unknown regions of ancther.” 
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There dwells a noble pathos in the ſd ies, 
Which warms our paſſions, proſelytes our hearts. 
How eloquently ſhines the glowing pole! 

With what authority it gives its charge, 


Remonſtrating great truths in flyle ſublime ! 


Night- Thoughts, No X. 


of art for the noble theatre of nature. In- 
ſtead of meaſuring my ſteps under the co- 
vert of an arbour, let me range along the 
ſummit of this e hill. There is no need of 
the leafy ſhade, ſince the ſun has quitted the horizon, 
and withdrawn his ſcorching beams. But ſee, how 
advantages and inconveniencies are uſually linked, and 
chequer our affairs below ! If the —_ ceaſes, 
the /andſcape, and its plealing ſcenes, are allo removed. 
— The majeſtic caſtle, and the lowly cottage, are va- 
niſhed together. I have loſt the aſpiring mountain, 
and its rufſct brow ; I look round, but to no purpoſe, 
for the humble vale, and its flowery lap. The plains 
whitened with flocks, and the heath yellow with 
furze, diſappear. The advancing night has wrapt in 
darkneſs the long-extended foreſt, and drawn her 
mantle over the windings of the filver ſtream. I no 
longer behold that luxuriant fertility in the fields; 
that wild magnificence of proſpect, and endleſs variety 


Se Foe evening, I exchange the nice retreats 


of images; which have ſo often touched me with de- 


light, and ſtruck me with awe, from this commanding 
eminence. 

The loſs, however, ts ſcarcely to be regretted; 
ſince it is amply compenſated by the opening beauties 
of the ſky. Here I enjoy a free view of the whole 
hemiſphere ; without any obſtacle from below, to con- 
fine the exploring eye; or any cloud from above, to 
overcaſt the ſpacious concave. *Tis true, the lively 
vermilion, which ſo lately ſtreaked the chambers of 
the weſt, is all faded. But the p/anets, one after an- 
other, light up their lamps; the lars advance in their 
2 train; a thouſand and a thouſand luminaries 

ine forth in ſucceſſive ſplendors; and the whole fir- 
mament is kindling into the moſt beautiful glow. The 
blueneſs of the æther, heightened by the ſeaſon of the 
year, and ſtill more enlivened by the abſence of the 
moon, gives thoſe gems of heaven the ſtrongeſt luſtre. 

One pleaſure more, the invading gloom has not 
been able to ſnatch from my ſenſe. The night rather 

improves, than deſtroys, the fragrance which exhales 
from the blooming beans. With theſe the ſides of this 
lloping declivity are lined ; and with theſe the balmy 


zephyrs perfume their wings. Does Arabia, from all 
her ſpicy groves, breathe a more liberal, or a more 
charming gale of ſweets? And, what is a peculiar re- 
commendation of the rural entertainments preſented 
in our happy land, they are alloyed by no apprehen- 
ſions of danger. No poiſonous ſerpent lurks under 
the bloſſom ; nor any ravenous beaſt lies ready to ſtart 
from the thicket.—But I wander from a far more ex- 
alted ſubject. My thoughts, like my aſſections, are 
too eaſily diverted from the heavens, and detained b 
inferior objects. Away, my attention, from theſe lit- 
tle 8 of the earth; ſince all the glories of 
the /y invite thy regard. 


Wr have taken a turn among the Tombs, and view- 
ed the ſolemn memorials of the dead; in order to 
learn the vanity of mortal things, and to break their 
ſoft inchantment. We have ſurveyed the ornaments 
of the Garden ; not that the heart might be planted in 
the parterre, or take root among the flowery race; 
but that theſe delicacies of a day might teach us to 
aſpire after a better paradiſe, where beauty never 
fades, and delight is ever in the bloom. A third time 
we tghted the candle of meditation; and ſought for 
wiſdom, not in the crouded city, or wrangling ſchools, 
but in the ſilent and lonely walks of ancient Night *.— 
Let us once more indulge the contemplative vein, and 
raiſe qur ſpeculations to thoſe /ſub/imer works of the 
great Creator, which the regions of the ſky contain, 
and this duſky hour unveils +, | 

If we have diſcerned the touches of his pencil glow- 
ing in the colours of ſpring ; if we have ſeen a ſample 
of his beneficence exhibited in the ſtores of nature, 
and a ray of his brightneſs beaming in the blaze of 
day; what an infinitely richer field for the difplay of 
his 2 are the heavens! The heavens, in the 
moſt emphatical manner, declare the glory of G Op. 


F * Referring to the ſeveral ſubjects of the three preceding eſ- 
ays. | 


+ Night opes the noble/t ſcenes, and ſheds an awe, 
Which pives thoſe venerable ſcenes full weight, 
And deep reception in th' entender'd heart, 
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CONTEMPLATIONS on 


heavens are nobly eloquent of the Deity, and the 
— — hens of their Maker's praiſe. "oa 
ſpeak to the whole univerſe ; for there is neither ſpeec 
ſo barbarous, but their language is underſtood ; nor 
nation ſo diſtant, but their voices are heard among 
them Let me then, in this ſolemn ſeaſon, formed 
for thought, and a calm intercourſe with heaven; let 
me liſten to their ſilent lectures. N Perhaps, I may re- 
ceive ſuch impreſſive manifeſtations of the eternal 
« power and Godhead,” as may ſhed religion on my 
ſoul, while I walk the ſolitary ſhades; and may be a 
tutelary friend to my virtue, when the call of bulinels, 
and the return of light, expoſe me again to the in- 


roads of temptation. 


Tun I/raelites, inſtigated by frenzy rather than de- 
votion, worſhipped the hoſt of heaven. And the 
pretenders to judicial aſtrology talk of I know not 
what myſterious efficacy, in the different aſpect of the 
ſtars, or the various conjunction and oppoſition of the 
planets, —Let thoſe who are unacquainted with the 
{ure word of revelation, give ear to theſe ſons of delu- 
ſion, and dealers in deceit. For my-part, it is a que- 
{tion of indifference to me, whether the conſtellations 
ſhone with ſmiles, or loured in frowns, on the hour 
of my nativity. Let CurisT be my guard; and, 
ſecure in ſuch a protection, I would laugh at their 
impotent menaces. Let Cyrisr be my guide ; and [ 
hall ſcorn to aſk, as well as deſpair of receiving, any 

redictory information from ſuch ſenſeleſs mailes. — 
What | ſhall “ the living ſeek to the dead +?” Can 
theſe bodies advertiſe me of future events, which are 
unconſcious of their own exiſtence ? Shall I have re- 
courſe to dull unintelligent matter, when I may ap- 
ply to that all-wiſe Being; who, with one comprehen- 
five glance, diſtinctlyj views whatever is lodged in the bo- 
ſom of immenlity, or forming in the womb of futurity? 
— Never, never will | ſearch for any intimations of my 
fate, but often trace my Creator's foot/teps f, in yon- 
der ſtarry plains. In the former caſe, they would be 
teachers of lies; in the latter, they are oracles of truth. 
In this therefore, this ſenſe only, I profeſs myſelf the 
pupil of the ſtars: 


Tyr vulgar are apprehenſive of nothing more, 
than a multitude of High ſpangles dropt over the 
æthereal blue. They have no higher notion of theſe 
fine appearances, than that they are ſo many golden 

uds, with which the empyrean arch is decorated.— 
But ſtudious minds, that carry a more accurate and 
ſtrict inquiry among the celeſtial bodies, bring back 
advices of a moſt altoniihing import. Let me juſt re- 
collect the molt material of thoſe /Zupendous diſcoveries, 
in order to furniih out proper ſubjects for contempla- 
tion. And let the unlearned remember, that the ſcene 
I am going to diſplay, is the workmanſhip of that in- 
comprehenſible Go p, who is “perfect in knowledge, 


* Pſal. xix. 2. + If. viii. 19. 
t © It is moſt becoming” (ſays a great author) “ ſuch imper- 
« fe&t creatures as we are, to contemplate the works of GOD, 
* with this deſign, that we may diſcern the manifeſtations of 
* wiſdom in them; and thereby excite in ourſelves thoſe de- 
* vout affections, and that ſuperlative reſpect, which is the very 
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upon its own centre; and turns its ſides alternately 
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* 
and mighty in power;“ whoſe name, whoſe nature, 
and all whoſe operations, are . great and marvellous;“ 
who ſummons into being, with equal eaſe, a ſingle 
grain, or ten thouſand worlds.—'To this if we conti- 


nually advert, the aſſertions, though they will certain- 


ly excite our admiration, need not tranſcend our belief, 


Tur earth, is in fact, a round body; however it 
may ſeem, in ſome parts, to be ſunk into vales, and 


railed into hills &; in other parts, to be ſpread into a a | 


ſpacious plain, extending to the confines of the hea- 
vens, or terminated by the waters of the occan.—We 
may fancy, that it has deep foundations, and reſts up- 
on ſome prodigiouſlly ſold baſis. But it is pendent in 


the wide tranſpicuous æther, without any viſible cauſe 


to uphold it from above, or ſupport it from beneath. 
Alt may ſeem to be ſedentary in its attitude, and mo- 
tionleſs in its ſituation. But it is continually /ailing +, 
through the depths of the ſky; and, in the ſpace of 
twelve months, ſiniſhes the mighty voyage. Which 
periodical rotation produces the ſeaſons, and completes 
the year.—As it proceeds in the annual circuit, it ſpins 
to 


the fountain of light. By which means, the day 


dawns in one hemiſphere ; while the night ſucceeds in 


the other. Without this expedient, one part of its 
regions. would, during half the great revolution, be 
ſcorched with exceſſive heat, or languiſh under an un- 
intermitted glare: while the other, expoſed to the con- 
trary extremes, would be frozen to ice, and buried un- 
der a long oppreſſion of diſmal and deſtructive darkneſs. 

I cannot torbear taking notice, that, in this com- 
pound motion of the. earth, the one never interferes 
with the other, but both are perfectly compatible. Is it 
not thus with the precepts of religion, and the need- 
ful aſlairs of the preſent life; not excepting even the 
innocent gratifications of our appetites /—Some, I be- 
lieve, are apt toimagine, that they muſt renounce ſociety, 
if they devote themſelves to CHRIST; and abandon 
all the ſatisfactions of this world, if they once become 
zealous candidates for the felicity of another.—But this 
is a very miſtaken notion, or elſe a very injurious re- 
preſentation, of the doctrine which is according to 

odlineſs. 
deſerts; but to lead them, through the peaceful and 


pleaſantpaths of wiſdom, into the bliſsful region of 


life eternal. It was never intended to ſtrike off the 
wheels of buſineſs, or cut in ſunder the ſinews of in- 
duſtry ; but rather, to make men induſtrious from a 


principle of conſcience, not from the inſtigations of 
avarice ; that ſo they may promote their immortal hap- 


pineſs, even while they provide for their temporal main- 


tenance.- It has no delign to extirpate our paſſions, 
but only to reſtrain their irregularities; neither would 


it extinguiſhthedelights of ſenſe, but prevent them from 


evaporating into vanity, and ſubſiding into gall.— A 


perſon may be chearful among his friends, and yet joy- 


ful in GOD. He may taſte the ſweets of his earthly 
citate ; and, at the ſame time, cheriih his hopes of a 
nobler inheritance in heaven. The trader may proſe- 


* A learned wricer, I think, Dr Derham, has ſomewhere 


an obſervation to this purpoſe :—'That the lofrieſt ſummits of 


It was never intended to drive men into 


" 
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hills, and the moſt enormous ridges of mountains, are no real 
objection to the globular or round form of the earth. Becauſe, 
however they may render it, to our limited ſight, vaſtly une · 


eſſence of praiſe, as it is a reaſonable and moral ſervice.” 
ABERNETHY on the attributes, — And, indeed, if we are ſin- 


cerely diſpoſed to employ ourſelves in this excellent, this delight- 
ful duty of praiſing the infinite Creator ; the means, and the 
motives, are both at hand. His works, in a wonderful and 
iuſtructive variety, preſent themſelves, with pregnant manife- 
ſlations of the moſt tranſcendent excellencies of their Maker. 
They pour their evidence from all quarters, and into all the 
avenues of the mind, They invite us, eſpecially in the mag- 
nificent ſyſtem of the univerſe, to contemplate—counſel con- 
ſummately wiſe, and execution inimitably perfect; -wer, to 


which nothing is impoſlible; and goodneſs, which extendeth to 


all, which endureth for ever. To give, not a full diſplay, but 
only ſome flight ſtrictures, of theſe glorious truths, is the prin- 
cipal ſcope of the following remarks, 


2 


ven and protuberant ; yet they bear no more proportion to the 
entire ſurface of the terraqueous ball, than a particle of duſt, 


caſually dropt on the mathematician's globe, bears to its whole 
circumference, Conſequently, the rotund figure is no more 


deſtroyed in the former caſe, than in the latter. On the ſame 
principle, I have not thought it neceilary, to take any notice 
of the comparatively ſmall difference between the polar and 
equatorial diameter of the earth. 2 
+ With what amazing /peed, this veſſel (if I may carry on 
the alluſion), filled with a multitude of nations, and freighted 
with all their poſſeſſions, makes her way through th: zthereal 


| ſpace; ſee page 87. in note f. col. 2. 
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cute the demands of commerce, without neglecting to 
negotiate the affairs of his ſalvation. The warrior may 
wear his ſword ; may draw, in a juſt caufe, that mur- 
derous weapon; yet be a good ſoldier of JESUS 
CHRIST, and obtain the crown that fadeth not a- 
way. The parent may lay up a competent portion for 
luis children, and not forfeit his title to the treaſures, 


either of grace or of glory.—5So far is Chriſtianity 
from obſtrufting any valuable intereſt, or with-holding 


any real pleaſure ; that it improves the one, and advan- 
ces the other. ſuſt as the diurnal and annual motions 


are ſo far from claſhing, that they entirely accord; and 
FR of being deſtructive of each other, by mutual- 


Ay blending their effects, they give proportion and har- 


mony to time, fertility and innumerable benefits to 


natur c. 


To us, who dwell on its ſurface, the earth is by far 
the moſt extenſive orb, that our eyes can, any where, 
behold. It is alſo clothed with verdure ; diſtinguiſhed 
dy trees; and adorned with a variety of beautiful de- 
corations. Whereas, to a ſpectator placed on one of 
the planets, it wears an uniform aſpect ; looks all lu- 
minous, and ns larger than a ſpot. To beings who 
dwell at ſtill greater diſtances, it entirely difappears.— 
That which we call, alternatcty, the morning and the 
evening ſtar; as in one part of her orbit, ſhe rides 
foremoſt in the proceſſion of night; in the other, 
uſhers in, and anticipates the dawn; 1s a planetary 
tworld, Which, with the four others, that ſo wonder- 
fully vary their myſtic dance, are in themſelves dark 
bodies, and ſhine only by reflection; have fields, and 
leas, and ſkics of their on; are furniſhed with all 
accommodations for animal ſubſiſtence, and are ſuppo- 
{cd to be the abodes of intellectual life. All which, to- 
gether with this our m—_— habitation, are dependent 
on that grand diſpenſer of divine muniſicence, the ſun ; 
receive their light from the diſtribution of his rays, 
and derive their comforts from his benign agency. 


Tun ſun, which ſeems to perform its daily ſtages 
through the ſky, is, in this reſpect *, fed and im- 
moveable, *Tis the great axle of heaven, about which 
the globe we inhabit, and other more ſpacious orbs, 
—. their ſtated courſes. The ſun, though ſeeming- 
ly /maller than the dial it illuminates, is abundantly 
larger + than this whole earth ; on which ſo many lofty 
mountains riſe, and ſuch vaſt oceans roll. A line, ex- 
tending from {ide to fide, through the centre of that 
reſplendent orb, would meaſure more than eight hun- 
dred thouſand mules : a girdle, formed to go round its 
circumference, would require a length of millions: 
were its ſolid contents to be eſtimated, the account 
would overwhelm our underſtanding, and be almoſt 
beyond the power of language to expreſs f.—Are we 
ſtartled at thele reports of Philoſophy? Are we read 
to cry out, in a tranſport of ſurpriie, How mighty ts 
the Being, who kindled ſuch a prodigious fire; and 
keeps alive, from age to age, fach an enormous maſs 
of flame !—Let us attend our philoſophic guides, and 
we ſhall be brought acquainted with ſpeculations more 
enlarged and more amazing. 

This ſun, with all its attendant planets, is but a ve- 
ry little part of the grand machine of the univerſe. 


* I fay, in this reſpeft; that I may not ſeem to forget, or 
exclude, the revolution of the ſun round its own axis. 

+ A hundred thoufand times, according to the loweſt reck- 
oning. Sir Isaac NEw rox computes the ſun to be 900,000 
times bigger than the earth. Religious Philoſopher, p. 749. 

t Dr DER nam, after having calculated the dimenſions of 
the planets, adds, Amazing as theſe maſſes are, they are all 
far outdone by that ſtupendous globe of light, the ſun ; 
« which, as it is the fountain of light and heat to all the pla- 
„ nets about it, fo doth it far ſurpaſs them all in its bulk: its 

apparent diameter being computed at 822,148 Engliſh miles, 
its.ambit at 2,582,873 miles, and its ſolid contents at 299, 
„971, ooo, ooo, ooo, ooo.“ A/r5-Theo!. book I. chap. II. 
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Every /tar, though, in appearance, no bigger that 
the diamond that glitters upon a lady's ring, is real] 
a vaſt globe, like the ſun in ſize, and in glory, no leſs 
ſpacious, no leſs luminous, than the radiant ſource of 
our day. $0 that every ſtar is, not barely a world 
but the centre of a magnificent fyſtem ; has a retinye 
of worlds, irradiated by its beams, and revolyin 
round its attractive influence. All which are loſt to 
our light, in unmeaſurable wilds of æther.— That the 
ſtars appear like ſo many diminutive, and ſcarce dif. 
tinguithable points, is owing to their immenſe and in- 
conceivable diſtance. Immenſe and inconceivable in. 
deed it is; ſince a ball, ſhot from the loaded cannon, 
and flying, with unabated rapidity, muſt travel, at 
this impetuous rate, almoſt ſeven hundred thouſand 
years *, before it could reach the neare/t of thoſe 
twinkling luminaries. 

Can any thing be more wonderful than theſe obſer. 
vations? Yes: there are truths far more ſtupendous; 
there are ſcenes far more extenſive. As there is no 
end of the almighty Maker's greatneſs; ſo no imagi- 
nation can ſet limits to his creating hand. Could you 
ſoar beyond the moon, and paſs through all the plane- 
tary choir ; could you wing your way to the higheſt 
appaygent ſtar, and take your itand on one of thoſe 
loftieſt pinnacles of heaven: you would, there, ſee 
other ties expanded; another ſun, diſtributing his in- 
exhauſtible beams by day; «ther /tars, that gild the 
horrors of the alternate night: and «ther +, perhaps 
nobler /y/tems, eſtabliſhed; eſtabliſhed, in unknown 
profuſion, through the boundleſs dimenſions of ſpace. 
— Nor does the dominion of the univerial Sovereign 
terminate there. Even at the end of this vaſt tour, 
you would find yourſelf advanced no farther than the 
ſuburbs of creation ; arrived only at the fronticrs of 
the great JEHovan's kingdom f. 

And do they tell me, that the fun, the moon, and 
all the planets, are but a little part of HIS works? 
How great, then, are his figns ! and how mighty are his 
wonders || And if ſo, what is the CREATOR 
himſelf! How far exalted above all praiſe ! who is ſo 
high, that he looks down on the higheſt of theſe daz- 
zling ſpheres, and ſees even the ſummit of creation in 
a vale : ſo great, that this prodigious extent of ſpace 
1s but a point in his preſence ; and all this confluence 
of worlds, as the lighteſt atom, that fluctuates in air, 
and ſports in the meridian ray j. 


* See Religious Philaſapber, p. 819. 

+ See 4ftro-Theolegy, book II. chap. II. Where the 
author, having aſſigned various reaſons to ſupport this theory 
of our modern aſtronomers, adds,—** Beſides the foremention- 
« cd ſtrong probabilities, we have this farther recommenda- 
« tion of ſuch an account of the univerſe, that it is far more 
* magnificent, and worthy of the infinite Creator, than any 
© other of the narrower ſchemes.“ | 

Job, after a moſt beautiful diſſertation on the mighty 
works of GOD, as they are diſtributed through univerſal na- 
ture, from the heights of heaven, to the very depths of hell, 
cloſes the magnificent account with this acknowledgment ; Le 
theſe are parts of his ways. Or, as the original word more li- 
terally ſignifies, and may, I think, be more elegantly rendered, 
"Theſe are only the ſtirts, the very outermoſt borders of his 
works. No more than a ſmall pretace to the immenſe volume 
of the creation. From the Hebrew MFg extremitates, | can 
not forbear thinking on the extreme and very attenuated . 
bres of the root, when compared with the whole ſubſtance of 
the trunk ; or on the exquiſitely ſmall ſize of the capillary veſ- 
ſels, when compared with the whole ſtructure of the body. 7 
xxvi. 14. | | Dan. iv. 3. 

+ This puts me. in mind of a very fine remark on a ſeriptu- 
ral beauty, and a ſolid correction of the common tranſlation, 
made by that learned, fagacious, and devout expoſitor Vitringa. 
5. we find it written of the Supreme Being, that 
he taketh up the iſles as a very little thing. Which, our critic 
obſerves, is neither anſwerable to the import of the original, nor 
conſonant to the ſtru&ure of the diſcourſe. The prophet had 
no intention to inform mankind, what the Almighty could do 
with regard to the iſlands, if he pleaſed to exert uncontrollable 
power, His delign was to ſhew, how inſignificant, or rather 
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oft ſublime and incomprehenſibly glorious 

G — = am I overwhelmed with awe: how ſunk 
into the loweſt proſtration of mind! When I conſider 
thy © excellent greatneſs,” and my own utter inſignifi- 
cancy And have I, exceſſively mean as I am, have! 
entertained any conceited apprehenſions of myſelf? Have 
I felt the leaſt elatement of thought, in the preſence 
of ſo majeſtic and adorable a Being? How ſhould 
this wound me with ſorrow, and cover me with con- 
fuſion — O my G OD, was I poſſeſſed of all the h:gh 
erfedtions, which accompliſh and adorn the angels of 
Reh ; amidſt all theſe noble endowments, I would fall 
down in the deepeſt abaſement at thy feet. Loſt in the 
infinitely ſuperior blaze of thy uncreated glories, I 
would confeſs myſelf to be nothing; to be leſs than 
nothing, and vanity.— How much more ought I to 
maintain the moſt unfeigned humiliation, before thy 
divine Majeſty ; who am not only duſt and aſhes, but 
a compound of ignorance, imperfection, and depravity : 


 WuiLF, beholding this vaſt expanſe, I learn my own 
extreme meanneſs, I would alſo diſcover the abject lit- 
tleneſs of all terreſtrial things, —What 1s the earth, 
with all her oſtentatious ſcenes, compared with this a- 
ſtoniſhingly nd furniture of the ſkies? What, but 
a dim ſpeck, hardly perceivable in the map of the uni- 
verſe? It is obſerved, by a very judicious writer *, 


That if the ſun himſelf, which ealightens this part of the 


creation, was extinguiſhed ; and all the hoſt of plane- 


tary worlds, which move about him, were annihilated ; 


they would not be miſſed, by an eye that can take in 
the whole compaſs of nature, any more than a grain of 
ſand upon the ſea-ſhore. The bulk of which they con- 
ſiſt, and the ſpace which they occupy, is ſo exceeding- 
ly little in compariſon of the whole, that their los 
would ſcarce leave a blank in the immenſity of Gop's 
works.—If then, not our globe only, but this whole 
ſyſtem, be ſo very diminutive ; what 1s a kingdom, or 
a county? What are a few /ord/hips, or the ſo much 
admired patrimonies of thoſe who are ſtyled wealthy +? 
When I meaſure them with my own little pittance, 
they ſwell into proud and bloated dimenſions. But, 
when I take the univerſe for my ſtandard, how ſcanty 
is their ſize, how contemptible their figure! They 
ſhrink into pompors nothings |. 

When the keen-eyed eagle ſoars above all the fea- 
thered race, and leaves their very ſight below; when 
ſhe wings her way, with direct aſcent, up the ſteep of 
heaven ; and, wry gazing on the meridian ſun, ac- 
counts its beaming ſplendors all her own : does ſhe 
then regard, with any ſolicitude, the mote that is fly- 
ing in the air, or the duſt which ſhe ſhook from her 
feet? And ſhall this eternal mind, which is capable 
of contemplating its Creator's glory ; which is intend- 
ed to enjoy the viſions of his countenance ; ſhall this 


eternal mind, endued with ſuch great capacities, and 


made for ſuch exalted ends, be ſo ignobly ambitious, as 
to ſigh for the tinſels of ſtate ; or ſo peorty covetous, as 
to graſp after ample territories on a needle's point ?— 
No; under the influence of ſuch conſiderations, I feel 
my ſentiments expand, and my wiſhes acquire a turn 
of ſublimity. My throbbing defires after worldly 


what mere nothings they are, in his eſteem, and before his ma- 
jeſty.ä— The iſlands, ſays, he, though ſo ſpacious, as to afford 
room for the erection of kingdoms, and the abode of nations; 
though ſo ftrong, as to withſtand, for many thouſands of years, 
the raging and reiterated aſſaults of the whole watery world; 
are yet, before the adored JEHOva Hy ſmall as the minuteſt 
grain, which the eye can ſcarce diſcern light as the feathered 
mote, which the leaſt breath hurries away like a tempeſt. — 
IN PT TIYR [nfule ſunt ut leve quid, quod avolat. The 
deep-rooted i/ands are as the volatile atom, which, by the gen- 
tleſt undulations of the air, is wafted to and fro in perpetual agi- 
tation, © Spect. vol. VIII. No 565. | 
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grandeur die away; and I find myſelf, if not poſſeſſed 
of power, yet ſuperior to its charms. Too long, muſt 
I own, have my affections been pinioned by vanity, and 
immured in this earthly clod. But theſe thoughts 
break the ſhackles x. Theſe objects open the door of 
liberty. My ſoul, fired by ſuch noble proſpects, weighs 
anchor from this little nook ; and coaſts no longer a- 
bout its contracted ſhores; dotes no longer on its 
painted ſhells. The immenſity of things is her range; 
and an finity of bliſs is her aim. 


BEroLD this immenſe expanſe, and admire the con- 
deſcenſiun ot thy Go p. —In this manner, an inſpired 
and princely aſtronomer improved his ſurvey of the 
nocturnal heavens. When I confider thy heavens, even 
the works of thy fingers, the moon and the ſtars which 
thou haſt ordained ; JI am ſmitten with wonder at thy 
glory, and cry out in a tranſport of gratitude, LORD, 
what is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the ſon of 
man, that thou viſiteſt him f? * How amazing, how 
“charming, is that divine benignity, which is pleaſed 

to bow down its ſacred regards to ſo fooliſh and 
worthleſs a creature! yea, diſdains not, from the 
height of infiniteexaltation, to extend its kind provi- 
dential care to our molt minute concerns — This is 
amazing. But that the everlaſting Sovereign ſhould 
give his Son, to be made fleſh, and become our Sa- 
viour! ſhall I call it a miracle of condeſcending 
«« goodneſs? Rather, what are all miracles, what are 


cc 
cc 
cc 
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all myſteries, to this ineffable gift! 


Had the brighteſt archangel been commiſſioned to 


come down, with the olive-branch of peace in his 


hand, ſignifying his eternal Maker's readineſs to be re- 
conciled ; on our bended knees, with tears of joy, and 
a torrent of thankfulneſs, we ought to have received 
the tranſporting news. But when, inſtead of ſuch an 
angelic envoy, he ſends his only-begotten Son, his Son 
beyond all thought illuſtrious, to make us the gracious 
overture :—ſends him from the © habitation of his ho- 
* lineſs and glory,” to put on the infirmities of mor- 
tality, and dwell in a tabernacle of clay :—ſends him, 
not barely to make us a tranſient viſit, but to abide 
many years 1n our interior and miſerable world :—ſends 
him, not to exerciſe dominion over monarchs, but to 
wear out his life in the ignoble form of a ſervant ; and, 
at laſt, to make his exit under the infamous character 
of a malefattor/ Was ever love like this? Did ever 
grace ſtoop ſo low f? Should the ſun be ſhorn of all 
his radiant honours, and degraded into a c/od of the 
valleys ; ſhould all the dignitaries of heaven be de- 


poſed from their thrones, and degenerate into in/e&s of 


* The ſoul of man was made to walk the ſkies, 

Delightful outlet of her priſon here ! 

There, diſencumber'd from her chains, the ties 

Of toys terreſtrial, ſhe can rove at large ; 

There freely can reſpire, dilate, extend, 

In full proportion let looſe all her pow'rs. | 

Re Night- Thoughts, No IX. 

+ Pſal. viii. 3. 4. 7 „1 
+ This reminds me of a very noble piece of ſacred oratory, 

where, in a fine ſeries of, the moſt beautiful gradations, the 
apoſtle diſplays the admirably-condeſcending kindneſs of our 
Saviour, —He thought it no robbery, it was his indiſputable right, 
to be equal with the infinite, ſelf exiſtent, immortal GO D. Yet, 
in mercy to ſinners, he emptied him/elf of the incommunicable 
honours, and laid aſide the robes of incomprehenſible glory.— 
When he entered upon his mediatorial ſtate, inſtead of acting 
in the grand capacity of univerſal Sovereign, he took upon him 
the form of a ſervant : and not the form of thoſe miniſterin 
ſpirits, whoſe duty is dignity itſelf ; who are throned, thov 
adoring.— He took not on him the nature of angels, but ſtoop- 
ed incomparably low; aſſumed a body of animated duſt, and 
was made in the likeneſs of men; thoſe inferior and depraved 
creatures, —Aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion | but not ſufficient for 
the overflowing richneſs of the Redeemer's love. For, being 


+ fuvat inter ſidera vagantem divitum pavimenta ridere, et found in faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf farther till ; oc- 


totam cum auro ſus ter ram. SEN. 
+ Terrelle grandia inania. 


No IV. 


WarTs's Hor. lyr. 


cupied the loweſt place, where all was low and ignoble. He 
not only ſubmitted 'to the yoke of the law, but alſo bore the 
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a day ; great, great would be the abaſement. But no- 
thing to thine, moſt bleſſed JESUS; nothing to thine, 
thou Prince of peace; when, for us men, and for our 
falvation, thou didſt not abhor the coarſe accommoda- 
tions of the manger ; thou didſt not decline even the 
gloomy horrors of the grave. ; 
"Tis well, the ſacred oracles have given this doctrine 
the moſt explicit confirmation, and evidence quite in- 
conteſtable. Otherwiſe, a favour ſo undeſerved, ſo 
unexpected, aud rich beyond all imagination, might 
ſtagger our belief. Could H, who launches all theſe 
lane:ary globes, through the illimitable void; and 
ds them on, frotn age to age, in their extenſive ca- 
reer; could Ix reſign his hands, to be confined by the 
girding cord, and his back to be ploughed by the bloody 
ſcourge ? Could He, who crowns all the ſtars with in- 
extinguiſhable brightneſs, be himſelf defiled with /prt- 
ting, and disfigured with the thorny ſcar? It is the 
greateſt of wonders, and yet the ſureſt of truths. 
O! ye mighty orbs, that roll along the ſpaces of the 
ſky; 1 wondered, a little while ago, at your vaſt di- 
menſions, and ample circuits. But now my amazement 
ceaſes ; or rather, is entirely ſwallowed up by a much 
more ſtupendous ſubject. Methinks, your enormous 
bulk is ſhrivelled to an am,; your prodigious revolu- 
tions are contracted to a /pan 5 while I mute upon the 
far more elevated heights, and unfathomable depths ; 
the infinitely more extended lengths, and unlimited 


breadths of this love of G OD in CHRIST FESUS*, 


ConTEMPLATING this ſtately expanſe, I ſee a mirror, 
which repreſents, in the molt awful colours, the Hai- 
- nouſneſs of human guilt —Ten thouſand volumes, wrote 

on purpoſe to diſplay the aggravations of my various 
acts of diſobedience, could not ſo effectually convince 
me of their inconceivable enormity, as the confidera- 
tion of that all-glerious perſon ñ, who, to make an at- 
onement for them, ſpilt the laſt drop of his blood. — 
I have ſinned, may every child of Adam ſæy; and what 
ſhall I do unto thee, O thou Obſerver of ment* Shall I 
give my firſt-born for my tranſgreſſion, the fruit of 
my body for the ſin of my ſoul? Vain commutation! 
and ſuch as would be rejected by the blefled Gop, with 
the utmoſt abhorrence. — Will all the potentates, that 
fway the ſceptre in a thouſand kingdoms, devote their 
royal and honoured lives, to reſcue an obnoxious crea- 
ture from the ſtroke of vengeance? Alas! it muſt 
colt more, incomparably more, to expiate the malig- 
+ nity of ſin, and fave a guilty wretch from hell. — Will 
all the principalities of heaven be content to aſſume my 
nature, and reſign themſelves to death for my pardon |}? 


infirmitics, and miniſtered to the neceſſities of mortals. He e- 
ven waſhed the feet of others, and had not where to lay his 
own head, —Yea, he carried his meritorious humiliation to the 
very dcepeſt degrees of poſſible abaſement. He became obedient 
unto death ;—and not to a common or natural death, but a 
death more infamous than the gibbet ; more torturous than 
the rack ; even the accurſed death of the croſs. Phil. ii, 6. 
7. 8, * Eph. iii. 18. 19, | 

+ Nuo quiſque altius aſcendit in agnitione CHRIS TI, ee pro- 
ſundius peccati atrocitatem cagnoſcet. 

+ Job vii. 20. Not pre/erver, as it ftands in our verſion, 
but obſerver of men, Which phraſe, as it denotes the exact 
and inceſſant inſpection of the divine eye; as it intimates the 
abſolute impoſſibility, that any tranſgreſſion ſhould eſcape the 
divine notice; is evidently moſt proper, both to aſſign the rea- 
fon, and heighten the emphaſis of the context. | 

|| Mit ron ſets this thought in a very poetical and ſtriki 
light —All che ſanctities of heaven ſtand round the throne © 
the Supreme Majeſty. Gop foreſees and foretels the fall of 
man; the ruin which will unavoidably enſue on his tranſgreſ. 
nion; and the utter impoſſibility of his being able to extricate 
himſelf from the abyſs of miſery. 


He, with his whole poſterity, muſt die ; 
Die he, or juſtice muſt ; unleſs for him 
Some other able, and as willing, pay 

The rigid /atis/attion, death for death, 
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Even this would be too mean a ſatisfaction for inexg. 
rable juſtice ; too ſcanty a reparation of Gop's injured 
honour. . So flagrant is human guilt, that nothing but 
a victim of infinite 2 could conſtitute an ade. 
quate propitiation.— Ile who ſaid, © Let there be light, 
& and there was light ;*”” Let there be a firmamen 
and immediately the blue curtains floated in the ſky ; 
He muſt take fleſh; Hz muſt feel the fierce torments 
of crucifixion ; and pour out his foul in agonies, if 
ever ſuch tranſgreſſors are pardoned. 

How vaſt is that debt, which all the wealth of both 
the Indies cannot diſcharge! How vitiated that habit 
of body, which alt the drugs produced by nature her. 
ſelf, cannot rectify! But how much more ruined was 
thy condition, O my foul! how much more hainous 
were thy crimes: Since nothing leſs than the ſuffer. 
ings and death of Meſſiah, the Son of Go p, and ra- 
diant image of his glory, could effect thy recovery, or 
cancel thy iniquity.—Though perhaps thou art not 
ſunk ſo very deep in pollution, as ſome of the moſt 
abandoned proſligates; yet remember the ineſttmable 
ranſom paid to redeem thee from everlaſting deſtruc- 
tion. Remember this; and “ never open thy mouth 
any more *,“ either to murmur at the divine cha- 
ſtiſements, or to glory in thy own attainments. Re- 
member this; — even *© /oath thyſelf + for the mul- 
« titude of thy provocations,” and thy great baſeneſs. 


OxcE more: let me view this beautiful, this magni- 
ficent expanſe; and conceive ſome juſter apprehen- 
lions of the unknown richneſs of my Saviour's atone- 
ment. I am informed by a writer who cannot miſtake, 
that the High Prieſt of my profeſſion, who was alſo 
the ſacrifice for my ſins, is Higher than the heavens t ; 
more exalted in dignity, more bright with glory, than 
all the heavenly manſions, and all their illuſtrious inha- 
bitants. If my heart was humbled at the confidera- 
tion of its exceſſive guilt, how do all my drooping 
powers revive at this delightful thought? The poor 
criminal, that ſeemed to be ?ottering on the very brink 
of the infernal pit, is razed, by ſuch a belief, even to 
the portals of paradiſe. My ſelf-abaſement, I truſt, 
will always continue ; but my fears, under the influ- 
ence of ſuch a conviction, are quite gone l. I do not, 


After which affecting repreſentation, intended to raiſe the moſt 


render emotions of pity, the following inquiry is addrefled to 
all the ſurrounding angels : 


Say, heav'nly pewers, where ſhall we find ſuch love? 
Fhich of you will be mortal, to redeem 


Man's mortal crime ? and die, the dead to ſave ? 


He aſk'd; but all the heav'nly choir flood mute, 
And filence was in heav'n,— 


There is, to me at leaſt, an inimitable ſpirit and beauty in the 
laſt circumſtance. —That ſuch an innumerable multitude of ge- 
nerous and compaſſionate beings, ſhould be ſtruck dumb with 
ſurpriſe and terror, at the very mention of the deadly forfeiture 
and ranfem ſet! No language is ſo eloquent as this filence. 
Words could not poflibly have expreſſed, in fo emphatical a 
manner, the dreadful nature of the taſk ; the abſolute inability of 
any or all creatures to execute it; the ſupereminent and match- 
leſs loue of the eternal Son, in undertaking the tremendous 
work; not only without reluctance, but unſought and unim- 
plored ; with readineſs, alacrity, and delight. Paradiſe Loft, 
book III. line 209. Edit. BenTL. | 

* Ezek. xvi. 63. + Ezek. xxxvi. 31. f Heb. vii. 26. 

| T am ſorry to find, that ſome of my readers were a little 
diſguſted at this expreffion, © My fears are quite gone: as 
thinking, it diſcovered a tincture of arrogance in the writer, 
and tended to diſcourage the weak Chriſtian. But, I hope, 
a more mature conſideration will acquit me from both theſe 
charges,—For what has the author ſaid ? Only, that at ſome 
peculiarly happy moments, when the Holy Ghoſt bears witneſs 
of CHRIST in his heart, and he is favoured with a — of 
the Redeemer's matchleſs excellency ;—that, in theſe brighter 
intervals of life, his trembling fears, with regard to the deci- 
ſive ſentence of the great tribunal, are turned into pleaſing ex- 
pectations. And what is there in ſuch a declaration offenſive 
to the /trifig/t modeſty, or diſpiriting to the weakeſt believer 2 
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ubt the efficacy of this propitiation. While 
17 2 ſe of its matchleſs ina rerure and verily 
believe myſelt intereſted in its merits; know not 
what it is to feel any miſgiving ſuſpicions ; but am 
ſtedfaſt in faith, and joyful through hope. | 

Be my iniquities like debts of millions of talents, 
here is more than full payment for all that prodigious 
fm. Let the enemy of mankind, and accuſer of the 
brethren, load me with invectives ; this one plea, A di- 
vine Redeemer died, moſt thoroughly quaſhes every in- 
dictment. For, though there be much turpitude, 
and manifold tranſgreſſions, © there is no condemnation 
« to thoſe that are in CMRIST JesVs.” —Nay, were 
I chargeable with all the vileſt deeds, which have been 
committed in every age of the world, by every nation 
of men; even in this moſt deplorable caſe, I need not 
fink into deſpair. Even ſuch guilt, though grievous 
beyond all expreſſion, is not to be compared with that 
abundance of grace and righteouſneſs, [which dwell in 
the incarnate Divinity How great, how tranſcendent- 
ly glorious, are the perfefions of the adored JEHovan: 
So great, ſo ſuperlatively precious, is the expration of 
the dying Jesus. *Tis impoſſible for the human mind 
to exalt this atonement * too highly; tis impoſſible 
for the Hud BLE PRENIT ENI to confide in it too ſtea- 
dily. The ſcriptures, the ſcriptures of eternal truth, 
have ſaid it (exult, my ſoul, in the belief of it), that 
the blood on which we rely, is Gop's own blood f] 
and therefore all-ſufficient to expiate, omnipotent to 
ſave. 

David, that egregious ſinner, but more exempla- 
ry ſaint, ſeems to have been well acquainted with this 
comfortable truth. What elſe can be the import of 
that very remarkable, but moſt devout declaration? 
Thou ſhalt purge me { with hyſſop, and T ſhall be clean: 
thou ſhalt waſh me, and T ſhall be whiter than ſnow.— 
I have been guilty, I muſt confeſs, of the moſt com- 
« plicated and ſhocking crimes : crimes, inflamed by 
« every aggravating circumſtance, with regard to my- 
« ſelf, my neighbour, and my Gop. Myſelf, who 
« have been bleſſed above men, and the diſtinguiſhed 
« fayourite of providence ; my r who, in the 
«© moſt dear and tender intereſts, has been irreparably 
« jinjured; my GOD, who might juſtly expect the moſt 
« grateful returns of duty, inſtead of ſuch enormous 
« yiolations of his law. Yet, all horrid and execrable 
« as my offence is, it is nothing to the ſuperabundant 
« merit of that great Redeemer, who was promiſed from 
« the foundations of the world ; in whom all my fa- 
e thers truſted ; who is the hope of all the ends of the 
« earth. Though my conſcience be more loathſome, 
with adulterous impurity, than the dunghill; though 


Inſtead of creating diſcouragement, it points out the way to 
obtain a ſettled traaquillity, Irs natural tendency is, to engage 
the ſerious mind in a more conſtant and attentive meditation 
on the unknown merits of the Divine MEDIATOR. And 
were we more th2roughly acquainted, more deeply affected, with 
his unutterable dignity; I am perſuaded, our vneafſy appre- 
henſions would proportionably vaniſh ; our faith be eſtabliſhed, 
our hopes brightened, and our joys enlarged. 

This doctrine, though rich with con/o/ation to the ruined 
ſinner ; yet is it not likely to open a door for licentiouſneſs, and 
embolden tranſgreſſors to proſecute their VICES ?—No: it 
is the moſt powerful motive to that genuine repentance, which 
Aus from an unfeigned love of God; and operates ina hearty 


cgeiteſtation of all ſin. One, who knew the unmeaſurable good- 


neſs of the Lox D, and was no ſtranger to the ſinful perverſe- 

neſs of our nature, ſays, There is mercy with thee : THERF- 

FORE /balt thou be feared. Pal. cxxx. 4.—Words full to 

my purpoſe; which at once add the higheſt authority to this 

| ſentiment, and direct our minds to its proper influence, and due 
improvement. | t Acts xx. 28. 

} Pal, li. 7. Thou ſhalt purge, 1 prefer this tranſlation 
before the new one. Becauſe this ſpeaks the language of a 
more ſtedfaſt belief, and gives the higheſt honour to the divine 
goodneſs, Were the words intended to bear no more than the 
common petitianary ſenſe, and not to be expreſſive of a noble 
pleraphory of faith; they would rather have been VNN and 


N imperatives, not futures. 
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e treachery and murder have rendered it even black 
« as the gloom of hell ; yet, waſhed in © the fountain 
« opened for ſin and for uncleanneſs *, I ſhall be,—I 
« {xy not, pure only, this were a diſparagement to the 
b efficacy of my Saviour's death; but I ſhall be fair 
« as the /ily, and white as the ſnow. Nay, let me 
« not derogate from the 4 object of my conſi- 
« dence; cleanſed by this ſovereign ſanctifying ſtream, 
„ ſhall be farrer than the full-blown lily, 2wvhiter than 
« the new-tallen fnows.”? 


POWER, faith the ſcripture, belongeth unto GOD }. 
And in what majeſtic lines is this attribute of JE Ho- 
van written, throughout the whole volume of the 
creation ? eſpecially, through thoſe magnificent pages, 
unfolded in yonder ſtarry regions: which are therefore 
ſtyled, by the ſweet and ſeraphic linger of 1/rael, “the 
« firmament of his power ;“ becauſe the grand ex- 
ploits of omnipotence are there diſplayed with the utmoſt 
pomp, and recorded in the moſt legible characters. 

Who, that looks upward to the midnight-ſky ; and, 
with an eye of reaſon, beholds its rolling wonders ; 
who can forbear inquiring, Of what were thoſe mighty 
orbs formed Amazing to relate | they were produ- 
ced without materials. They ſprung from emptineſs 
itſelf. The ſtately fabric of umverſal nature emerged 
out of nothing. What inſtruments were uſed by the 
ſupreme Architect, to faſhion the parts with ſuch ex- 
quilite niceneſs, and give ſo beautiful a poliſh to the 
whole? How was all connected into one finely-propor- 
tioned, and nobly-finiſhed ſtructure A bare Fiat ac- 
compliſhed all. LET THEM BE, ſaid Gop. He added 
no more; and immediately the marvellous ediſice aroſe ; 
adorned with every beauty; diſplaying innumerable per- 
fections; and declaring, amidſt enraptured ſeraphs, its 
great Creator's praiſe. © By the word of the Lo xD 
„ were the heavens made, and all the hoſts of them 
% by the breath of his mouth 4. What forceful ma- 
chinery fixed ſome of thoſe ponderous globes on an im- 
moveable baſis ? What irreſiſtible impulſe boww/ed others 
through the circuit of the heavens ? What coercive e- 
nergy confined their impetuous courſes within limits aſto- 
niſhingly large, yet moſt minutely true Nothing but 
his ſovererzgn will. For all things were at firſt conſtituted, 
and all to this day abide, © according to his ordinance.” 

Without any toilſome aſſiduity or laborious proceſs, 
to raiſe to touch to ſpeak ſuch a multitude of im- 
menſe bodies into being ;—to launch them through the 
ſpaces of the ſky, as an arrow from the hand of a 
r to impreſs on ſuch unwieldy maſſes a motion 

r outſtripping the ſwiftneſs of the winged creation + ; 
—and to continue them in the fame rapid whiyl, for 
thouſands and thouſands of years ;—what an amazin 
inſtance of infinite might is this !—Can any thing be 
impoſſible to the Lo Rx D, the Lo RD Gop ; the Creator 
and Controller of all the ends of the earth, all the re- 
gions of the univerſe? Rather, is not all that we 
count difficult, perfect eaſe to that glorious Being, 


Tech. xiii. 1. 1 Pal Ixii. 11. | Pal. dl. «. 

+ If this thought is admitted a ſecond time, and ſuffered to 
onnoble the next paragraph; it is partly, becauſe of its un- 
equalled /ublimity ; partly, becauſe it awakens the moſt grand 
idea of creating power; and partly, becauſe the practice 
of the p/almift, an authority too great to be controverted, 
is my precedent.— The beautiful ſtanza quoted from P/al. 
Xxxxiii. 6. is a proof, how thoroughly the royal poet entered 
into the majeſty of the Maſaic narration. The repetition of 
the ſentiment, ver. 9. intimates, how peculiarly he was charm- 
ed with that noble manner of deſcribing the divine operations. 
While the turn of his own compolition ſhews, how perfectly 
he poſſeſſed the ſame elevated way of thinking. And this, 
long before Longinus wrote. the celebrated treatiſe, which has 
2 the 1 5 7 * the 1 to admire 

e dignity of the Jeuiſb legiſlator's ſtyle. Vid. Lo N GIN. 
Sublins. ſect. IX. 6 * 1 

F To give one inſtance of this remark. —The earth, in the 
diurnal revolution, which it performs on its own axis, whirls 


| 
| 
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who only ſpake, and the world was made * ? who on- 
ly gave command, and the ſtupendous axle was lodged 
faſt, the lofty wheels moved complete? What a ſure 
defence, O my foul, is this everlaſting ſtrength of thy 
Gor! Be this thy continual refuge, in the article of 
danger; this thy never-failing reſource, in every time 
of necd. 

What cannot this uncontrollable power of the great 
Jerovy an effect for his people? Be their miſeries ever 
ſo galling, cannot this Gop relieve them? Be their 
wants ever ſo numerous, cannot this Go p ſupply them? 
Be their corruptions within ever ſo inveterate, or their 
temptations without ever ſo importunate; cannot this 
mighty, mighty GD ſubdue the former, and fortity 
them againſt the latter ?—Should frials, with an in- 
ceſlant vehemence, ſift thee as wheat; ſhould Tribula- 
tion, with a weight of woes, almoſt grind thee to 
powder; ſhould Pleaſure, with her hewitching ſmiles, 
ſolicit thee to delicious ruin; yet © hold thee faſt by 
« Gop,” and lay thy help upon him that is omnipo- 
tent + Thou canſt not be involved in ſuch calami- 
tous circumſtances, or expoſed to ſuch imminent pe- 
ril; but thy Gop, whom thou ſerveſt, is able to de- 
liver thee from the one, and to ſupport thee under 
the other. To ſupport / to deliver / let me not diſho- 
nour the unlimited greatneſs of his power. He 1s 
able to exalt thee, from the deepeſt diſtreſs, to the 
moſt triumphant joy; and to make even a complica- 


Shout at the rate of above a thouſand miles an hour. And as 


the great orbit which it deſcribes annually round the ſun, is 


reckoned at 540 millions of miles, it muſt travel near a million 
and a half each day. What a force mult be requiſite, to pro- 
trude ſo vaſt a globe; and wheel it on, loaded as it is with 
huge mountains, and ponderous rocks, at ſuch a prodigious 
degree of rapidity ! It ſurpaſſes human conception Ho 
natural, how pertinent, how almoſt neceſſary, after ſuch an 
obſervation, is the acknowledgment made by holy 7b, 1 
know that Thou canſt do every thing, and that no thought, no 


| imaginable ſcheme, can be with-holden from thee, can lie beyond 


thy power to execute. Chap. xlii. 2. 
* Plal. xxxiii. . 
+ It is a moſt charming deſcription, as well as a meſt com- 


. fortable promiſe, which we find in /. xl. 29. 30. 31.— H E 


giveth power to the feeble ; and to them that have no might at 
all, he not only imparteth, but increaſeth ſirength ; making it 
to abound, where it did not ſo much as exiſt.— Without this 
aid of JEHovAn, even the youths, amidſt the very prime of 
their vigour and activity, ſhall become languid in their work, 
and weary in their 1 And the young men, to whoſe re- 
ſolution and abilities nothing ſeemed impracticable, ball not 
only not ſucceed, but utterly fall, and miſcarry in their various 
enterpriſes. — Whereas they that wait upon the LORD, and 
confide in his grace, ſhall preſs on, with a generous ardor, 
from one degree of religious improvement to another. Inſtead 
of exhauſting, they hall renew their ftrength ; difficulties ſhall 
animate, and toil invigorate them. They ſhall mount up as 
with ſoaring wings, above all oppoſition ; they ſhall be carried 
through every diſcouragement, as eagles cleave the yielding 
air. They ſball run, with ſpeed and alacrity, the way of Gop's 
commandments, and not be weary : they ſhall hold on (927) 
progredientur, carpent iter] with conſtancy and perſeverance, 
in thoſe peaceful paths, and not faint ; but arrive at the end 
of their progreſs, and receive the prize of their high calling. 

To this moſt chearing doctrine, permit me to add its no 
leſs beautiful and aclightfal contraſt, Eliphaz, ſpeaking of the 
enemies of the righteous, ſays.— 0 41133 N7 — which is 
rendered by a great critic in ſacred learning, Nihil exciſum fattio 
nobis adverſaria. We ſhould reckon our language acquitted 
itſelf tolerably well, if, when depretiating the abilities of an ad- 
verſary, it ſhould repreſent them weak as the ſcorched thread, 
feeble as the diſolving ſmoke. But theſe are cold forms of 
ſpeech, compared with the eloquence of the eaſt. 3 
to the genius of our Bible, all the power that oppoſes the god- 
ly, is a mere nothing; or, to ſpeak with a more emphatical 
air of contempt, a deſtroyed, an extirpated nothing Admire 
this expreſſion, ye that are charmed with daring images, and 
(what Tully calls verbum ardens) a ſpirited and glowing diction. 
Remember this declaration, ye that fight the good fight of 
Faith. The united force of all your enemies, be it ever ſo for- 
midable to the eye of fleſh, is, before your almighty Guardian, 
nihil nibiliſimum, not only nothing, but leſs than nothing, and 
vanity. Job xxii. 20. 4 | 
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tion of evils work together for thy everlaſting good. 
He is able, not only to accompliſh what I have been 
ſpeaking, but ts do exceeding abundantly above all th 5 
We COR aſk or think *. | - 
O! the wretched condition of the wicked, v 
this Loxp of all power for their enemy! 9 * 
ſperate madneſs of the N who provoke the Al 
mighty to jealouſy; Beſotted creatures! are you able 
to contend with your Maker, and enter the liſts again 
incenſed Omnipotence? Can you bear the fierceneſs of 
his wrath, or ſuſtain the vengeance of his lifted arm? 
At his preſence, though awfully ſerene, the hills melt 
like wax, and the © mountains ſkip like frighted 
„ lambs.” At the leaſt intimation of his diſpleaſure 
the foundations of nature rock, and the . pillars of 
„heaven tremble.” How then can a withered leaf 
endure, when © Jus lips are full of indignation, and 
his tongue as a devouring fire? Or can any thin 
ſcreen a guilty worm, when the great and terrible G05 
ſhall whet his glittering ſword, and his hand take hold on in. 
exorable Judgment ” when that hand, which ſhoots the 
planets, maſles of exceſſive bulk , with ſuch ſurpri- 
ling rapidity, through the ſky : that hand, which 
darts the comets to ſuch unmeaſurable diſtances, be- 
yond the orbit of our remoteſt planet, beyond the 
purſuit of the ſtrongeſt eye: when THAT HANb is 
ſtretched out to punith, can the munition of rocks, the 
intervention of ſeas, or even interpoſing worlds, di- 
vert the blow?—Conſider this, Ambition ; and bow thy 
haughty creſt. Conſider this, Diſebedience; and bend 
thy iron ſinew. O! conſider this, all ye that forget 
or affront, the tremendous IEHOVAH. He can, by a 
ſingle act of his will, lay the univerſe in utter ruin: 
and can he want power to bring you, in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, to the duſt of death, or to 
the flames of hell? He has ſay not, ten thoufand 
lightnings to ſcorch you to aſhes ; ten thouſand thun- 
ders to cruſh you into atoms ; but, what is unſpeak- 
ably more dreadful, —he has an army of terrors, even 
in the /ook of his angry countenance. His very frown 
is worſe than deſtruction. 
I cannot diſmiſs this ſubject, without admiring the 
patience of the bleſſed Gop ; who, though ſo ſtrong 
and powerful, Tet 5 28 provoked every day.”—Sure- 
ly, as is his majeſty, ſo is his mercy ; his pity altoge- 
ther commenſurate to his power. If I vilify but the 
name of an earthly monarch, I loſe my liberty, and 
am confined to the dungeon. If I appear in arms, 
and draw the ſword, againſt my national ſovereign; 
my life is forfeited, and my very blood will ſcarce at- 
one for the crime. But thee I have diſhonoured, O 
thou King immortal and invilible ! Againſt thee my 
breaſt has fomented ſecret diſalfection; my behaviour 


* I ſhould, in this place, avoid ſwelling the notes any far- 
tker, was it not to take notice of the inimitable paſſage quo- 
ted above, and to be found Eph. iii. 20.— Which, if I do not 


. greatly miſtake, is the moſt complete repreſentation of divine 


power, that it is poſſible for words to frame.—To do all that 
our tongue can aſt, is a miracle of might. But we often 
think more thay we can expreſs, and are . with “ groan- 
„ ings unutterable,” Yet to anſwer theſe vaſt deſires, is not 
beyond the accompliſhment of our heavenly Father.—Nay, to 
make his gifts and his bleſſings commenſurate to the largef 
firetch of human expectations, is a ſmall thing with the Gon 
of glory. He is able to do above all that the moſt enlarge! 
apprehenſion can imagine; yea, to do abundantly more, exceed: 
ing abundantly more, than the mind itſelf, in the utmoſt ex- 
ertion of all its faculties, is capable of wi/bing, or knows hov 
to conceive. ; 
| + One of the planets (Saturn) is ſuppoſed to be more than 
go times as big as the globe on which we live. According to 
the ſame calculation, the largeſt of the planets { Jupiter is 
above 200 times vaſter, than this vaſt collection of ſpacious fo- 
reſts, towering mountains, extenſive continents, and boundleſs 
oceans.—Such enormous magnitude! winged with ſuch prodi- 
gious ſpeed —It raiſes aſtoniſhment beyond expreflion. —/it) 
COD is tarrible majefty ! Job xxxvii. 22.—//ho ſhall not fea! 
THEE, O LORD, an/ g/erify thy name? Rev. xv. 4. 
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CONTEMPLATIONS on 
1 rebellion ; and yet I am ſpared, yet 


e 4 Inſtead of being baniſhed from thy 


ble, and am fed from thy hand. 
1 e * : dy toes 2 "with thunder-bolts of ven- 
in 2 thy favours ſurround me on every fide. That 
a that injured arm, which might juitly fall, with 
e ruin, on a traitor's head, is moſt graci- 
_ ſtretched out, to careſs him with the tendereſt 
e to cheriſh him with every inſtance of 
parody kindneſs !—O ! thou mightielt, thou beſt of 
bein how am I pained at my very ſoul, for ſuch 
— and odious difingenuity | Let me always 
abominate myſelf, as the baſeſt of creatures : but 
ere that unwearied long-ſuffering of thine, which 
refuſes to be irritated; love that unremitted goodneſs, 
acts of ingratitude could itop, or ſo much 
which no 8 Pe, OT 
as check, in its gracious current. O: let = 
born heart, which duty could not bind, whic 
threatenings could not awe, be the captive, the will- 
ing captive, of ſuch triumphant beneficence. 


nav often been ſtruck with wonder at that al- 
mighty {kill, which weighed the mountains in ſcales, 
and the hills in a balance; which proportioned the wa- 
ters in the hollow of its hand, and adju/ted the duſt of 
the earth * by a meaſure. But how much more marvel- 
lous is that magnificent cecono:ny, which poſed the ſtars 
with inexpreilible nicety, and meted out the heavens 
with a ſpan! where all 1s prodigiouſly vait ; immenſely 
various ; and yet more than mathematically exact, 
Surely the wiſdom of Gop manifeſts itſelf in the ſkies, 
and ſhines in thoſe lucid orbs ; ſhines on the contem- 
lative mind, with a luſtre incomparably brighter 


"Behold yonder countleſs multitude of globes ; con- 
fider their amazing magnitude ; regard them as the 
ſovereigns of ſo many ſyſtems, each accompanied with 
his planetary equipage. Upon this ſuppoſition, what 
a multiplicity of mighty ſpheres mult be perpetually 
running their rounds, in the upper regions! Yet none 
miſtake their way, or wander trom the goal, though 
they paſs through trackleſs and unbounded fields. 
None fly of from their orbits, into extravagant ex- 
curſions; none preſs in upon their centre, with too 
near an approach. None interfere with each other in 
their perennial paſſage, or intercept the kindly com- 
munications of another's influence +. But all their 
rotations procced in eternal harmony ; keeping ſuch 
time, and obſerving ſuch laws, as are moſt exquilitely 
adapted to the — of the whole. 


WulLE I contemplate this “ excellent wiſdom, 
« which made the heavens,” and attunes all their mo- 


* 1/. xl. 12. The duſt of the earth, in this ſublime ſcripture, 
ſignifies the dry land, or /d part of our globe; which is pla- 
ced in contradiſtinction to the whole collection of fluid matter, 
mentioned in the preceding clauſe.— Perhaps, this remarkable 


niceneſs, which ſtated the dimenſions of the world in gefleral, 
or in the groſs ; but alſo that particular exatneſs, with which 
the very ſmalleſt materials that conſtitute its frame, (not ex- 
cepting each individual atom), were calculated and diſpoſed, — 
9. d. Tis a ſmall thing to ſay, No ſuch enormous redundan- 
cies, as unneceſſary ridges of mountains, were ſuffered to ſubſiſt. 
There was not ſo much as the leaſt grain of ſand ſuperfluous, 
or a ſingle particle of duſt deficient.—As the grand aim of the 
deſcription is, to celebrate the conſummate wiſdom, exemplified 
in the creation; and to diſplay that perfect proportion, with 


whole; I have taken leave to alter the word of our Engliſh 

tranſlation comprehend, and introduce in its ſtead a term, 

equally faithful to the Hebrew, and more ſignificative of the 

prophet's preciſe idea. Salty \ Win 

＋ The interception of light, by means of an eclipſe, hap- 

pens very rarely. And then it is of ſo bort a continuance, 
as not to beat all inconvenient. Nay, it is attended with ſuch 
ciſcuniſtances, as render it rather uſeful, than prejudicial. 


NO IV. | 


than that which their united ſplendors tranſmit to the 


expreſſion may be intended to intimate, not only the extreme 


which every part tallies, coincides, and harmonizes, with the 
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tions ; how am I abaſhed at that mixture of arrogance 
and folly, which has, at any time, inclined me to 
murmur at thy al enſations, O Loxd! What is this, 
but a ſort of implicit treaſon againſt thy ſupremacy, 
and a tacit denial of thy infinite underſtanding ? —Haſt 
thou ſo regularly placed ſuch a wonderful en of 
ſyſtems, through the ſpaces of the univerſe ? — didſt 
thou, without any probationary eſſays, without any 
improving retouches, ſpeak them into the moſt con- 
ſummate perfection ?—doſt thou continually ſuperin- 
tend all their circumſtances, with a ſagacity that never 
miſtakes the minuteſt tittle of propriety ? And ſhall I 
be 10 unaccountably ſtupid, as to queſtion the ju/tne/5 
of thy diſcernment, in * chuſing my inheritance, and 
fixing the bounds of my Yabltation .— Not a 
ſingle erratum, in modelling the ſtructure, determi- 
ning the diſtance *, and conducting the career of un- 
numbered worlds! And ſhall my peeviſh humour pre- 
ſume to cenſure thy interpoſition, with regard to the 
affairs of one inconſiderable creature; whoſe ſtature, 
in ſuch a comparative view, is leſs than a ſpan, and 
his preſent duration little more than a moment ? 

O! THou Gop, “ in whoſe hand my breath is, and 
* whole are all my ways,” let ſuch ſentiments as now 
polleſs my thoughts, be always lively on my heart ! 
Theſe ſhall compoſe my mind into a chearful acquieſ- 
cence, and a thankful ſubmiſſion ; even when afflic- 
tions gall the ſenſe, or diſappointments break my 
ſchemes. Then ſhall I, like the grateful patriarch +, 
in all the changes of my condition, and even in the 
depths of diſtreſs, erect an altar of adoring reſigna- 
tion, and inſcribe it with the apoſtle's motto, To 
GOD ONLY WISE. Then, ſhouldſt thou give me 
leave to be the carver of my own fortunes, I would 
humbly deſire to relinquiſh the grant, and recommit 
the diſpoſal of myſelf to thy unerring beneficence. 
Fully perſuaded that thy counſels, though contrary to 
my troward inclinations, or even afflictive to my fleſh, 
are incomparably more eligible than the blind impulſe 


of my own will, however ſoothing to animal na- 
ture. 


On a careleſs inſpection, you perceive no accura 
or uniformity in the poſition of the heavenly bodies. 
They appear like an z/lu/trious chaos; a promiſcuous 
heap of ſhining globes ; neither ranked in order, nor 
moving by line. —But what ſeems confuſion, is all re- 

larity. What carries a ſhow of negligence, is real- 
y the reſult of the moſt maſterly contrivance. You 
think, perhaps, they rove in their aereal flight; but 
they rove by the niceſt rule, and without the leaſt error. 
Their circuits, though ſeemingly devious; their mazes, 
though intricate to our apprehenſions ; are marked 
out, not indeed with golden compaſſes, but by the infi- 
nitely more exact determinations of the all-wiſe Spirit. 

So, what wears the appearance of calamity, in the 
allotments appointed for the godly, has really the na- 
ture of a bleſſing. It iſſues from fatherly love, and 
will terminate in the richeſt good. If J is ſnatched 
from the embraces of an indulgent parent, and aban- 
doned to ſlavery in a foreign land; it is in order to ſave 
the holy family from — by famine; and to pre- 

* The ſun in particular, (and let this ſerve as a ſpecimen of 
that moſt curious exactneſs, with which the other celeſtial bo- 
dies are conſtitured and all their circumſtances regulated), the 
ſun is formed of ſuch a determinate magnitude, and placed at 
ſuch a convenient diſtance, —* as not to annoy, but only re- 
*« freſh us, and nourith the ground with its kindly warmth, 
&« It it was larger, it would ſet the earth on fire; if ſmaller, 
« jt would leave it frozen. If it was nearer us, we ſhould be 
c ſcorched to death; if farther from us, we ſhould not be 
« able to live for want of heat.“ * 
| | | STACKHOUSE's Hiftory of the Bible. 

| + See Gen. xii. 7. 8. | 
t —Mazes intricate, - | 
Eccentric, intervolv'd; yet regular 
'Then moſt, when moſt irregular they ſeem, 
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ſerve © the ſeed, in whom all the nations of the earth 
<« ſhould be bleſſed.” If he falls into the deepeſt diſ- 
e, it is on purpoſe that he may riſe to the higheit 
onours, Even the confinement of the priſon, by the un- 
ſcarchable workings of providence, opens his way to the 
right hand of the throne itſelf, —Let the moſt afllicted ſer- 
vant of J:8vs wait the finalupſhot of things, He will ther 
diſcover the apparent 1 * of all thoſe tribulati- 
ons, Which now, perhaps, he can hardly admit without re- 
inctance, or ſuffer without ſome ſtruggles of diſſatis facti- 
on. Then the guſhing tear, and the heaving ſigh, will be 
turned intotides of gratitude, and hymns ot holy wonder. 
In the mean time, let no audacious railer preſump- 
tuouſly impeach the divine procedure; but, adoring 
where we cannot comprehend, let us expect the evolu- 
tion of the myſterious plan. Then ſhall every eye per- 
ceive, that the ſceming labyrinths of providence, were 
the moſt direct and compendious way, to effect his gene- 
ral purpoſes of grace, and to bring about cach one's 
particular happineſs *.—Then, alſo, ſhall it be clearly 
ſnewn, in the preſence of applauding worlds, why Vir- 
tue pined in want, while Vice rioted in aſſluence; Why 
amiable Innocence ſo often dragged the dungeon- chain, 
while horrid Guilt trailed the robe of ſtate, —That day 
of univerſal audit, that day of everlaſting retribution, 
will not only vindicate, but magnify, the whole manage- 
ment of Heaven. The auguſt ſeflions thall cloſe with 
this unanimous, this giorious acknowledgment : 
« Though clouds and darkiiefs, impenetrable by any hu- 
« man ſcrutiny, were ſometimes round about the ſupreme 
© Conductor of things; yet righteouſneſs and judgment 
% dere the conſtant habitation of his ſeat ; the inva- 
« riable ſtandard of all his adnunittrations.” —Thus 
(if I may illuſtrate the grandeſt truths by interior oc- 
currences) while we view the arras on the fide of /ea// 
diſtinction, it is void of any elegant fancy; without any 
nice ſtrokes of art; nothing but a confuſed jumble of 
incoherent threads. No ſooner is the piece beheld in 
its proper a/ped?, but the ſuſpected rudeneſs vaniſhes, 
and the molt curious arrangement takes place. We 
are charmed with deſigns of the fineſt taſte, and figures 
of the moſt graceful form. All is ſhaped with ſymme- 
try ; all is clad 1n beauty. 


Tux goodneſs of Gor is moſt eminently diſplayed 
in the ſkies.— Could we take an underitanding ſurvey 
of whatever is formed by the divine Architect, through- 
out the whole extent of material things ; our minds 
would be tranſported with their excellencies, and our 


tongues echo back that great encomium, They are 


* good, very good |.” Moſt beautiful || in themſelves ; 
contrived by unerring wiſdom, and executed with ini- 
mitable ſkill, Moſt v/eful || in their functions; exactly 
fitting the places they fill, and completely anſwering 
the purpoſes for which they were intended. —AIl the 
parts of the inanimate creation proclaim, both by their 
intrinſic and relative excellencies, the all- diffuſive bene- 
ticence of their Maker. 

How much more wonderful are the diſplays of di- 
vine indulgence, in the worlds of life! Becauſe dead 


* — — The moral world, 
Which, though to us it ſeems embroil'd, moves on 
In higher order ; fitted, and impell'd 
By wi/dom's fineſt hand, and iſſuing all 
In gen'ral good. Tnous. Hint. I. 586. laſt edit. 


+ Pal. xcvii. 2. 4 Gen. i. 31. 


l | This xanoxagyale of the univerſe, and all its parts, has 
been very highly, and very-juſtly extolled, by the ancient in- 
quirers into nature; and was, indeed, an illuſtrious ſcene ſpread 


before the ſages of the Heathen world, wherein to contemplate 
the goodneſs and the glories of the Supreme Being.—It was 
nobly ſaid, by a Pagan philoſopher, on this occaſion ; Ec wore 
HC Aub ro Otoy wirnovia Irpivpyin. That GOD, when he undertook 
the work of creation, transformed himſelf into love, But he need 
not trans/orm himſelf into this amiable principle; for“ Gop 


„ ig love;” as was much more nobly ſaid by one, whom that 


philgſopher would have termed a barbarian, 1 John iv. 8. 


matter is incapable of delight, therefore the graciouz 
Creator has raiſed innumcrable ranks of perceptive exi. 
ſtence; ſuch as are qualified to taſte his bounty, and 
enjoy each a happineſs ſuited to its peculiar itate 
With this view, he furniſhed the regions of inferior 
nature, with an order aud a ſeries of ſenſitive beings 
The waters teem with ſhoals of finny inhabitants, 
The dry land ſwarms with animals of every order. 
The dwellings of the frmament are occupied by mul. 
titudes of winged pcople. Not ſo much as a green 
leaf, philoſophers ſay, but lodges and accommodates its 
puny animalcule tenants *.—And wherefore this ai. 
verlity, this profuſion of living creatures, flying the 
air, treading the ground, and gliding through the 
paths of the fea? For this nat glorious reaton ;—. 
That the eternal Sovereign may exerciſe his ſuperabun- 
cant goodnels ; that his fable may be furniſhed with 
millions and millions of gre/ts ; that he may fill, eve 
hour, every moment, their mouths with food, or 
their hearts with gladneſs. 

But what a ſmall theatre are three or four element; 
for the operations of JEenovan's bounty! His mag. 
nificent Jiberality ſcorns ſuch ſcanty limits. If you 
alk, Wherefore has he created alf worlds, and repleniſh. 
ed them with an unknown multiplicity of begs, riſing, 
one above another, in an endleſs gradation of ſtil} 
richer endowments, and ſtill nobler capacities? The 
anſwer 1s,—For the manifeſtation of his own gl 
and eſpecially for the communication of his inexhauſtible 
benehcence f.— The great Creator could propoſe no 
advantage to himſelf. His bliſs is incapable of any 
addition.“ Before the mountains were brought 
forth, or ever the earth and the world were made,” 
he was ſupremely happy in his own independent and 
all-ſuſticient ſelf. His grand deſign therefore, in e- 
recting ſo many ſtately fabrics, and peopling them 
with ſo many tribes of inhabitants, was, to transfuſe 
his exuberant kindneſs, and impart felicity in all its 
forms. Ten thouſand worlds, ſtocked with ten thou- 
ſand times ten thouſand ranks of ſenſitive and intelli- 
gent exiſtence, are ſo many ſpacious gardens, which, 
with rivers of communicated joy, this ever-flowing 
fountain waters continually. 

Boundleſs 1, and (which raiſes our idea of this di- 
vine principle, to the very higheſt degree of perfec- 
tion) dilintereſted | munificence | How inexpreſſibly 


* A very celebrated poet, in a beautiful paragraph on this 
ſubject, informs his readers, that all nature ſwarms with life. 
In ſubterrancan cells, the earth heaves with vital motion. E- 
ven the bard fone, in the very inmoſt receſſes of its impenetra- 
ble citadel, holds multitudes of animated inhabitants. The pulp 
of mellow fruit, and all the productions of the orchard, feed 
the inviſible nations. Each liquid, whether of acid taſte, or 
milder reliſh, abounds with various forms of ſenſitive exiſtence. 
Nor is the pure ſtream, or tranſparent air, without their colonies 
of unſeen people. —In which conſtitution f things, we have 
a wonderful inſtance, not only of the divine goodneſs to thoſe 


minute beings, in giving them a capacity for animal gratifica- 


tions ; but of his tender care for mankind, in making them 
imperceptible to our ſenſes, 


— — 'Theſe, conceal'd 
By the kind art of forming Heav'n, efcape 
The grofler eye of man: for if the worlds 
In worlds inclos'd ſhould on his ſenſes burſt ; 
From cates ambroſial, and the nectar'd bowl, 
He'd turn abhorrent; and, in dead of night, 
When filence fleeps o'er all, be ftunn'd with noiſe. 
| TroMsoON's Summer. 


+ A facred writer, conſidering this delightful ſubject, and 
confining his obſervation within the narrow limits of his own 
country, cries out, with a mixture of amazement and gratitude, 
How great is his goodneſs, and how great is bis beauty! Who 
then can forbear being loſt in wonder, and tranſported wich 
delight, when he extends his ſurvey to thoſe infinitely more ci 
Pigus communications of divine bounty; which, like ſalutarſ 
and refreſhing ſtreams, run through all worlds; and make, not 
only the little valleys of a ſingle kingdom, but the immenſitj 
of creation laugh, and ing? Zech. ix. 17. 

+ 4 In this ente, there is none geod, but One, that is 6 9D. 
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amiable is the bleſſed G o p, conſidered in this charm- 


ing licht! Is it poſſible to conceive any excellence ſo 
xr Jes =: and 9 as inſinite benevolence, guided 
by unerring wiſdom, and exerting almighty power, 
on I to make a whole univerſe happy: O my 


hat an irreſiſtible attractive is here: What a 
oY worthy object, for thy moſt fervent affection : 


now every glittering toy become a rival to this 
1 Be, and rob him of thy 
heart ?—No. Let his all- creating arm teach thee to 
truſt in the fulneſs of his ſuſſiciency: H let his all- ſuper- 
intending eye incline thee to acquieſce in the diſpenſa- 
tions of Jin Providence :—and let his bounty, ſo free- 
ly vouchſafed, ſo amply diffuſed, induce thee to /ove 
him, with all the ardor of a grateful and admiring 
ſoul; induce thee to ſerve him, not with a joyleſs awe, 
or laviſh dread, but with unfeigned alacrity, and a 
lightful complacency. 
ors the 2. of G op is ſo admirably ſeen in the 
works of nature, and the favours of Providence; 
with what a noble ſuperiority does it even triumph in 
the myſtery of redemption * Redemption is the bright- 
eſt mirror, in which to contemplate this moſt lovely 
attribute of the Deity. Other gifts are only as mates 
from the divine treaſury ; but redemption opens, I had 
almoſt ſaid exhauſts, all the ores of indulgence and 
ce. Herein © Gop commendeth his love 1. not 
only manifeſts, but ſets it off, as it were, with every 
bright and grand embelliſhment: manifeſts it in fo ſtu- 
pendous a manner, that it is beyond parallel; beyond 
thought; © above all bleſſing and praiſe.” —Was he not 
thy Son, everlaſting Go p, thy only Son; the Son of 
thy boſom from eternal ages; the higheſt object of thy 
complacential delight? Was not thy love to this ado- 
rable Son, incomparably greater than the tendereſt af. 
fection of any, or the united affections of all, mortal 
arents? Was not the bleſſed IE sUs more illuſtrious 
in excellency than all angels; more exalted in dignity 
than all heavens? Yet didſt thou reſign Him for poor 
mortals ; for vile ſinners !—Couldſt thou ſee him de- 
ſcend from his royal throne ; and take up his abode 1n 
the ſordid able? ſee him forego the homage of the 
ſcraphim ; and ſtand expoſed to the reproachful iadig- 
nities of an inſolent rabble? ſee him arraigned at the 
bar, and ſentenced to death ; numbered with male- 
factors, and nailed to the gibbet; bathed in his own 
innocent blood, and pouring out his ſoul in agonies of 
ſorrow ? — Could the Father, the Father him/e/f, with 
unknown philanthropy f, ſay ? It ſhall, it ſhall, be 
« ſo! My pity to rebellious man pleads, and prevails. 
„Awake, therefore, O ſword ||, edged with divine 
« wrath; awake; and be ſheathed in that immaculate 
© breaſt; pierce that dearly-beloved heart. I am con- 
e tent, that my Son endure the ſharpneſs of death, 


None univerſally and eſſentially good: none, whoſe goodneſs 
extends itſelf, in an infinite variety of bleſſings, to every capa- 
ble object; or, who always diſpenſes his favours, from the /ole 
principle of free and diſintereſted benevolence, 

* In this, and in other parts of the Contemplations, the read- 
er will obſerve, that the attributes of the DEIT x are repre- 
ſented as ſhining with more diſtinguiſhed luſtre, in the wonders 
of redemption, than in the works of creation, If ſuch remarks 
ſhould ſeem to be unprecedented, or to ſtand in need of a vin- 

ication ; permit me to ſubjoin the ſentiments of a great critic, 
equally verſed in beth thoſe ſublime theories.—* In a perfect 
* orator,” he ſays, Tully requires ſome {kill in the nature 
© of heavenly bodies ; becauſe his mind will become more ex- 
* tenſive and unconfined ; and, when he defcends to treat of 
human affairs, he will both think and write in a more exalted 
and magnificent manner. For the ſame reaſon, that excel- 
* lent maſter would have recommended the ſtudy of thoſe 
great and glorious myſteries, which revelation has diſcover- 
ed to us; to which the nableft parts this ſyſtem of the world 
are as much\inferior, as the creature is leſs excellent than the 
Creator.“ Spect. vol. VIII. No 633. | 

+ Rom. v. 8. | 
+ Philanthropy, that is, loving-kindneſs to man. 
Zech. xiv. 7. 
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ce rather than ſinful mortals periſh for ever. —Incom- 
prehenſible love! May it henceforward be the favou- 
rite ſubject of my meditation; more delightful to my 
muſing mind, than applauſe to the ambitious ear! May 
it be the darling theme of my diſcourſe ; ſweeter to 
my tongue, than the droppings of the honey-comb to 
my taſte: May it be my choiceſt comfort, through all 
the changes of life ; and my reviving cordial, even in 
the laſt extremities of diflolution itſelf ! 

A prophet contemplating, with a diſtant ſurvey, this 
unexampled inſtance of almighty love, is wrapt into a 
tranſport of devotion. At a loſs for proper acknow- 
ledgments, he calls upon the whole univerſe to aid 
his labouring breaſt, and ſupply his lack of praiſe. 
Sing melodioufly, ye vaulted heavens ; exult, and even 
leap for gladneſs, thou cumberous earth ; ye mountains, 
break your long ſilence, and bur/? into peals of loudeſt ac- 
clamation * ; for the Lo xb, by this precious gift, and 
this great ſalvation, hath comforted his people. A ſa- 
cred hiſtorian hath left it upon record, that, at the firſt 
exhibition of this raviſhing ſcene, there was with the 
angel who brought the bleſſed tidings, a multitude of 
the heavenly hoſt, praiſing Gop, and making the concave 
of the ſkies reſound with their Hallelujahs. At the 
dawn of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, when he was be- 
ginning to riſe with — — in his wings, the morning- 
ars ſang together, and all the ſons of GOD ſhouted 
for joy.—And ſhall man, whom this gracious diſpen- 
lation principally reſpects; ſhall man, whois the cen- 
tre of all theſe gladdening rays ; ſhall he have no 
heart to adore, no anthem to celebrate, this 


Love without end, and without meaſure grace * 
MtLT. 


How pure 1s the ſtate of the ſky, and how clear its 
aſpect: Clearer than the limpid ſtream ; purer than 
the tranſparent cryſtal; and more curiouſly fine than 
the poliſhed mirror. That /ately ceiling, fretted with 
gold, and ſtretched to an extent of many millions of 
leagues, is not disfigured with a ſingle flaw. That azure 
canopy, embroidered with ſtars, and ſpacious enough 
to forin a covering for unnumbered worlds, is with- 
out the leaſt ſpot or wrinkle.—Yet this, even this, 
will ſcarce yield us fo much as a faint repreſentation 
of the divine purity. Gop is a Gop of matchleſs 
and tranſcendent excellency. His ways are upright- 
neſs itſelf. His counſels and words are the very ſanc- 
tity of wiſdom and of truth. The law which he has 
given to univerſal nature, are exquiſitely contrived, 
and beyond all poſſibility of improvement. The pre- 
cet which he has appointed for the human race, are 
a complete ſummary of all that is honourable in itſelf, 
and perfective of the rational mind.—Not the leaſt 
over/ight, in planning a ſeries of events for all faturi- 
iy: Not the leaſt maleadminiſtration, in managing 

e affairs of every age, ſince time began; and of e- 
very nation under the whole heavens. — Pardon theſe 
diſparaging expreſſions. A negative perfection is far, 
far beneath thy dignity, O thou Mo/? Higheſt t. In all 


IJ. xlix. 13.—I have not adhered to our common tranſ- 
lation, but endeavourcd to preſerve, ſomewhat more faithful- 
ly, the noble pathos, and inimitable energy, of the facred original. 
he love of Gon manifeſted in a divine and dying Saviour, 
is a bleſſing of ſuch inconceivable richneſs, as muſt render all 
acknowledgments flat, and all encomiums languid. Yet, I 
think, the moſt poetical and moſt emphatical celebration of 
that unſpeakable inftance of goadneſs, is contained in this 
rapturous exclamation of the prophet. Which intimates, 
with a wonderful majeſty of, ſentiment, that even the whole 
compaſs of the inanimate creation, could it be ſenſible of the 
benefit, and capable of delight, would expreſs its gratitude, in 
all theſe demonſtrations of the moſt lively and exuberant joy. 


+ © thou Moſt Higheſt. This expreſſion oceurs more than once 
in the pſalms uſed by the eſtabliſhed church. It is, I think, 
one of thoſe beauties, which, becauſe often exhibited, general- 
ly eſcape our notice. It is a ſuperlative formed on a ſuperlative; 
and, though not ſtrictly conformable to grammatical rules, is 
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theſe inſtances; in all thy acts, and all thy attributes ; 
thou art not only holy, but © glorious in holineſs.” 

So inconceivably holy is the LORD GOD of hoſts, 
that he ſees defilement even in the brightneſs of the fir- 
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mament. The living ſapphire of the heavens, before 
his majeſty, loſes its luſtre. Tea, the /tars (though 
the moſt pure and reſplendent part of the heavens) 
are not pure in his fight. How much leſs man, who, 1n 
his fallen and depraved ſtate, ig but as a worm, that 
crawis in the corrupted carcaſe; and the ſon of man, 
who, by reaſon of his manitold actual impurities, zs 
too juſtly compared to an inſect, that wallows amidſt 
ſtench and putrefaction * ?—lIs there not then abun- 
dant cauſe, for the moſt irreproachable and eminent 
of mankind, to renounce all arrogant pretenſions; to 
lay aſide every aſſuming air; to take nothing but 
/hame and confuſion to themſelves ? A holy prophet, 
and a holy prince, felt ſuch humbling impreſſions, 
from a glimple of the uncreated purity. I abhor m 

felf in duſt and aſhes f, was the declaration of the 
one; I am a man of unclean lips t, the confeſſion of 
the other. Should not this tcach us all to adore the 
divine mercies, for that precious purifying fountain ||, 
which was foretold from the foundation of the 
world, but was opened at that awful juncture, when 
knotty whips tore the fleſh ; when ragged thorns 
— the temples; when ſharpened nails cut freſh 
{luices for the crimſon current; when the gaſh of the 
ſpear completed the dreadtul work, and forthwith flow- 
ed there, from the wounded heart, blood and water? 


nobly ſuperior to them all. The language ſeems to be ſenſible 
of its own deficiency, when the incomprehenlible JEHovan 
is addreſſed, or celebrated. Oppreſſed, as it were, with the 
glories of the ſubject, it labours after a more emphatical man- 
ner of diction, than the ordinary forms of ſpeech afford. —It 
is, if I rightly judge, one of thoſe daring and happy peculiari- 
tics of a maſterly genius, which Mr Poe E ſo finely deſcribes; 
and, while he deſcribes, exemplifies : 


Great wits ſometimes may glorisuſly offend, 
And riſe to faults true critics dare not mend; 
From vulgar bounds with brave diſorder part, 
And ſnatch a grace beyond the reach of art. 
Eſſay on Criticiſm, 


St Pauls— mayirolepeg raviev Twv is A beautiful paſſage of the 
like nature, Which our tranſlators have very properly render* 
ed, le/s than the leu of all ſaints, His norrp ware n- is ano- 
ther inſtance of the ſame kind. But here the £ngli/b verſion fails. 
Far better is extremely flaccid, compared with the nervous o- 
riginal, And I greatly queſtion, whether it is poſſible to tranſ- 
late the ſentence, with equal conciſeneſs, and with equal ſpirit, 
Sce Eph. iii, 8, Phil. i. 23. 

Job xxv. 5. 6. I ſubmit it to the judgment of the learn- 
cd, whether this is not the true meaning of the text. It may 
not, perhaps, recommend itſelf to the /queami/hly-nice critic ; 
0: to thoſe perſons who dream. of, I know not what, dignity 
in our fallen nature, But it ſeems, in preference to every other 
interpretation, /titable to the ſacred context; and. is far, far 
from being injurious to the character of that apoſtate race, 
which is “ altogether become abominable,” and “ is as an un- 
&« clean thing.” —On this ſuppoſition, there is not only an ap- 
parent, but a very ſtriking contraſt, between- the purity of 
GoD, and the pollution of man: the purity of the moſt high 
Go p, which outſhines the moon, and eclipſes the ſtars ; the 
pollution of degenerate man, which, exclufive of a Saviour, 
would render him as loathſome to the all-ſeeing eye, as the 
vileſt vermine are in ours. Without afligning this ſenſe to the 
paſſage, I cannot diſcern the force of the antitheſis, nor indeed 
the propriety of the ſentiment. Worms, in the general, give 
us an idea of meanne/s and infirmity ; not of defilement and 
impurity : unleſs they are inſets, hatched amidſt putrefaction, 
and conſidered in ſuch noiſome circumſtances. —The two words 
of the original, . and y) are evidently uſed in this ſig- 
nification, by Mees and Iſatah : by the former, to denote the 
vermin which devoured the putrefied manna ; by the latter, to 
expreſs ihe reptiles which ſwarm in the body that ſees corruption. 
Exod. xvi. 20. J. xiv. 11. | 


+ Job xii, 6, t I. vi. f. 


In that day there ball be a fountain opened to the houſe of 


David, and to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, for ſin and unclean- 
neſs, Tech. Xiu. 1. 
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Eſpecially, ſince G o p himſelf ſaw no blemiſh in hi 
dear Son. He looketh to the moon, and it ſbineth not. 
yet his all-penetrating and jealous eye diſcerned no- 
thing amiſs, nothing defective, in our glorious Redeem. 
er. Nothing amiſs ? He bore this molt illuſtrious teſti. 
mony concerning his holy child Jssus: “ In him I am 
« pleaſed ; I am well pleaſed ; I acquieſce, with entire 
* complacency, and with the higheſt delight, in his 
* perſon; his undertaking; and the whole execution 
of his oſſice. How ſhould this thought enliven 
our hopes, while the other mortifies our pride? Should 
not our hearts ſpring within us, and even leap for 
Joy, at the repeated atfurance given us by revelation, 
that fuch a divinely- excellent perſon is our Mediator ? 
What apparent reaſon has every believer to adopt the 
bleſſed virgin's exclamation: My foul doth magnify 
« the LORD for his tranſcendent mercy ; and my 
„ ſpirit rejoices, not in wide-extended harveſts, wa- 
« ving over my fertile glebe *; not in armies vanquiſh- 
ed, and leaving the pecuhar treaſure of nations for 
„my ſpoil *; but in an infinitely richer, nobler bleſ- 
«- {ing, even in GO my Saviour,” —That a perſon ſo 
ſublime and perfect, has vouchſafed to become my 
Surety ; to give himſelf for my Ranſom, in the world 
below ; and act as my Advocate, in the royal preſence 
above; yea, to make my recovery the reward of his 
ſufferings ; my final felicity, the honour of his media- 
torial kingdom ! 


WHEN an innumerable multitude + of bodies, ma- 
ny of them more than a hundred thouſand miles in dia- 
meter f, are all ſet in motion; —when the orbits, in 
which they perform their periodical revolutions, are 
extended at the rate of ſeveral hundreds of mill:ons ;— 
when each has a diſtinct and ſeparate ſphere for finiſh- 
ing his vaſt circuit ;— when no one knows what it is 
to be cramped ; but each moſt freely expatiates in his 
unbounded career ;—when every one is placed at ſuch 
an immenſe remove from each other, that they ap 
to their reſpective inhabitants, only as ſo many fot 
of light ;—how aſtoniſhing muſt be the expanſe, 
which yields room for all thoſe mighty globes, and 
their widely-diffuſed operations ! To what prodigious 
lengths did the almighty Builder ſtretch his line, when 
he marked out the ſtupendous platform I wonder at 
ſuch an immeaſurable extent. My very thoughts are 
loſt in this abyſs of ſpace. But be it known to mor- 
tals, be it never forgot by ſinners, that, in all its moſt 
ſurpriſing amplitude, it is /mall, it is ſcanty, compared 
with the bounty and the mercy of its Maker. 

His bounty is abſolutely without hmits ||, and without 
end. The moſt laviſh generoſity cannot exhauſt, or 
even diminiſh, his munificence. O! all ye tribes of 
men, or rather, all ye claſſes of intelligent creatures, 


* * The inſpired penman, from theſe two occaſions of diſ- 
tinguſhed joy, ſets forth the incomparably greater delight, which 
ariſes from the gift of a Saviour, and the bleſſing of redemp- 
tion. J. ix. ver. 3. compared with ver. 6. 

+ This refers, not only to the planets which paſs and repaſs 
about our ſan, but alfo to the other planetary worlds, which 
are ſuppoſed to attend the ſeveral fixed ſtars. 

t The diameter of Jupiter is calculated at 130,650 miles, 
while its orbit is reckoned to confiſt of 895,134,000. Which 
computation, according to the maxims of aſtronomy, and the 
laws of proportion, may, as is taken for granted in the Con- 
templations, be applied to other planets revolving round other 

uns. 

7 | By bounty, I mean, not the actual exerciſe, or the ſenſi- 
ble effects, of this excellency in the Deity. Theſe are, and al- 
ways muſt be, through the immenſe perfection of the attribute, 
and the neceſſary ſcantineſs of the recipient, bounded. But l 
would be underſtood, as ſpeaking of the divine power, and the 
divine will, to exert divine beneficence. Theſe can have no 
real, no imaginable limits. Theſe, after a profuſion of bleſ- 
ſings, diſtributed to unnumbered worlds, continued through 
unnumbered ages, muſt till have more to beſtow ; for ever have 
more to beſtow ; infinitely more to beſtow, than. it is. poſſible 
for creation itſelf to receive. 
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reightened in the /iberality of your ever- 
feed 8 :; = not ſtreightened in your Own ex 25 
tations, © Open your mouth wide, and he ſhal - 
« it.“ with copious and continual draughts from the 
cup of joy. Your Gop, on whom 1s your whole de- 
pendence, 1s More than able, is more than willing, ve 
« ſupply all your need, according to his riches in glo- 
« ry.” —When the Lox bv JcHovan is the giver, and 
his grace * the gift; let your wiſhes be unbounded, 
and your cravings unſatiable. All that created beings 
can poſſibly covet, 15 but a very ſmall pittance of that 
unknown happineſs, which the everlaſting Benefactor 
is ready to beſfow. Suppole wy charitable diſpoſition 
which warms the hearts of the human race, added to 
thoſe more enlarged affections which glow in heavenly 
boſoms ; what were they all, even in their higheſt 3 
ciſe, compared with the benignity of the divine nature ! 
_— Bleſs me then, thou eternal Source of love; blels all 
that reverence thy holy name; according to thy own 
moſt profuſe goodneſs; whoſe great prerogative it is to 
diſdain all meaſure. O! bleſs us, in proportion to that 
grace; the richneſs of which (unutterable by the 
tongues of men, and of angels) was once ſpoken in the 
groans, and written in the wounds, of thy expiring 
erg 
3 indeed are theſe heavens! Where do they 
begin ? Where do they end! What is their extent ! 
Can angels anſwer my queſtion ? Have angels ＋ 
the vaſt circuit? can angels meaſure the bounds of ſpace * 
No; 'tis boundleſs, tis unknown, *tis amazin all. — 
How charming then to reflect, that the mercy of GOD 
is © greater than the heavens; ”” is more extenſive 
chan the dimenſions of the ſky. Tranſporting reflec- 
tion! Let me indulge thee once more . Let me think 
over the delightful diſplays of this lovely attribute; 
and, while I admire the trophies of forgiving goodnels, 
add one to the number.—With what amiable and affect- 
ing colours is this repreſented in the parable of the pro- 
digal What could induce that fooliſh youth to forſake 
his father's hou ? Had he not been tenderly cheriſhed by 
the good parent, and loaded with benefits from his in- 
dulgent hand? Were not the reſtraints of parental go- 
vernment an eaſy yoke? or rather, a preſervative from 
ruin? Notwithſtanding oy endearing obligation, he 
revolts from his duty; and launches into ſuch ſcanda- 
lous irregularities as were diſhonourable to his family, 
and deſtructive to himſelf, —When neceſſity, not choice, 
but ſharp neceflity drove him to a ſubmiſſive return; 
does the injured father ſtand aloof, or ſhut his doors? 
Quite the reverſe, He eſpies him, while he is yet a 
great way off ; and, the moment he beholds the profli- 
gate youth, he has compaſſion on him. His bowels yearn ; 
they “ ſound like an harp,” touched with notes divine- 
ly ſoft. He never once thinks of his ungracious depar- 
ture, and infamous debaucheries. Pity, parental pity, 
aſſes an act of oblivion ; and, in one inſtant, cancels 
a ſeries of long-continued provocations.—S0 ſtrong are 
the workings of fatherly affection, that he is almoſt im- 


* 2 Cor. ix. 8. GOD is able to make all grace abound to- 
wards you, that ye, having all ſufficiency in all things, may a- 
bound to every got work, —How beautiful and emphatical is 
this deſcription ! inferior to nothing, but that extent of ability, 
and thoſe riches of liberality, which it ſo eloquently celebrates. 
Does it not Zxhauſt all the powers of language, while it at- 
tempts to give us a ſpecimen of the munificence of the Lorp ? 

+ Once more refers to page 32. of Reflections on a Flouer- 
Carden.— What follows, to the next page, exhibits a digre/- 
ſive view of the divine mercy. I thought it proper to appriſe 
my reader of this excurſion ; though, I hope, it will be need- 
leſs to offer an apology for enlarging upon a theme incompa- 
rably joyous. Who can complain of tediouſneſs, while I ſpeak 
conſolation to diſtreſſed, and recovery to ruined creatures? 
The divine mercy is the ſole fountain of all our preſent and 
future bleflings. In conformity to this benign attribute, human 
hopes ariſe, and human felicity flows. Who, therefore, can be 
weary of viewing and reviewing, when the _— and breadths 


of forgiving grace are the raviſhing proſpect 
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paticnt to embrace the naked and deſtitute wretch. 
The ſon's pace is flow, He aroſe and came; the father's 
is ſwift, He ſprung forth (aged as he was) and rar. 
And is there a ſingle frown in his brow, or one up- 
braiding word on His tongue ?—Inſtead of - loathing 
the ſordid creature, or reproaching him for his odious 
exceſſes; he falls on his neck, claſps him in his arms, 
and hugs him to his boſom. Inſtead of diſowning the 
riotous ſpendthrift, or rejecting him for his undutiful 
behaviour; he receives and welcomes him with ie of 
delight. He rejoices at his return from extravagance 
and vice, as he tormerly rejoiced on the day of his nativi- 
ty. When this companion of harlots opens his mouth, 
before he ſpeaks, the father hears. He interrupts him, 
in the midit of his intended ſpeech, The overflowings 
of his compaſſionate heart can brook no delay. He 
ſeems to be uneaſy himſelf, till he has made the afflicted 
penitent glad, with the aſſurance of his acceptance, 
and the choiccit of his favours.—While the poor abaſh- 
ed oftender ſecks nothing more than not to be abhorred, 
he is thoroughly reconciled, and honoured before the 
whole family. While he requeſts no other indulgence, 
than only to be treated as the meaneſi ſervant ; he is 
clothed with the % robe ; he is feaſted with the fat- 
ted calf; he is careſſed as the deareſt of children.,— 
Was there ever ſo bright and winning a picture of 
the tendereſt mercy, molt frecly vouchtafed, even to 
the moit unworthy of creatures ? Yet thus, my foul ; 
and thus, my tellow-linner ; will the LORD Go D of 
everlaſting compaſſions receive us, if, ſenſible of our 
miſery, and thirſting for ſalvation, we turn to him 
through JESUS CHRIST. 

Where fin has abounded, ſays the proclamation 
from the court of heaven, grace doth much more abound. 
— Manaſſeh was a monſter of barbarity ; for he cauſed 
his own children to paſs through the fire, and filled 
Jeruſalem with innocent blood. Manaſſeh was an adept 
in iniquity ; for he not only multiplied, and to an ex- 
travagant degree, his own ſacrilegious impieties ; but 
he poiſoned the principles, and perverted the manners 
of his ſubjects, making them to do worſe than the moſt 
deteſtable of the Heathen idolaters x. Yet, through 
this ſuperabundant grace, he is humbled ; he is reform- 
ed; and becomes a child of forgiving love, an heir 
of immortal glory. Behold that bitter and bloody per- 
ſecutor Saul, when, breathing out threatenings , and 
bent upon ſlaughter, he worried the lambs, and put to 
death the diſciples of JESUS. Who, upon the princi- 
ples of human judgment, would not have pronounced 
him a veſſel of wrath, deſtined to unavoidable damna- 
tion ? nay, would not have been ready to conclude, 
that, if there were heavier chains, and a deeper dungeon, 
in the world of wo; they mutt ſurely be reierved for 
ſuch an implacable enemy of true godlineſs? Yet (ad- 
mire and adore the inexhaultible treaſures of grace !) 
this Sau! is admitted into the goodly fellowſhip of 


* Sce 2 Chron, xxxili. 

+ Acts ix. 1. Taue th ewrvav ,t xe pore, Saul yet breathing 
out threatening and ſlaughter.— What a repreſentation is here 
of a mind, mad with rage, and abandoned to the fierceſt ex- 
tremes of barbarity ! I ſcarce know, whether I am more /bock- 
ed at the perſecutor's ſavage diſpoſition, or charmed with the 
evangeliſt's lively deſcription.— The adverb «, ſeems referable 
to chap. viii, ver. 3. and has, in this connection, a peculiar 
force. The havock he had committed, the inoffenſive families 
he had already ruined, were not ſufficient to aſſuage his vengeful 
ſpirit. They were only a taſte; which, inſtead of glutting the 
blood-hound, made him more cloſely purſue the track, and 
more eagerly pant for deſtruction. —He is il! athirſt for vio- 
lence and murder. So eager and inſatiable is his thirſt, that 
he even breathes out threatening and ſlaughter, His words are 
ſpears and arrows, and his tongue a ſharp ſword, "Tis as 


natural for him to menace the Chriſtians, as to breathe the air. 
— Nay, they bleed every hour, every moment, in the purpoſes 
of his rancorous heart, It is only owing to want of power, 
that every ſyllable he utters, every breath he draws, does not 
deal about deaths, 

fall. 


and cauſe ſome of the innocent diſciples to 
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the prophets; is numbered with the noble army of 
martyrs ; and makes a diſtinguiſhed figure among the 
lorious company of the apoſtles.— The Corinthians were 
— even to a proverb. Some of them wallowed 
in ſuch abominable vices, and habituated thenielves 
to ſuch outrageous acts of injuſtice, as were a reproach 
to human nature. Yet even theſe fons of violence, 
and ſlaves of ſenſuality, „were waſhed ; were ſancti. 
© fied z were juſtified * :” waſhed in the precious blood 
of a dying Redeemer ; ſandified by the powerful opc- 
rations of the bleſſed Spirit; Jui] e through the inſi- 
nitely-tender mercics of a gracious GOD. Thoſe who 
were once the burden of the earth, are now the joy oi 
heaven, and the delight of angels. ; 

There is another inſtance in ſcripture, which moſt 
loudly publiſhes that {weetelt of the divine names, The 
LORD, the LORDG O D, merciful and gracious, long- 
ſuffering, and abundant in giodneſ and truth ; keeping 
mercy for thouſands, forgroig miguity, tranſereſſion, and 
fin J. An inſtance this, which exceeds all the former ; 
"which exceeds whatever can be imagined ; which if 1 
was to forget, the very ſtones might cry cut, and found 
it in my cars. I mean the caſe of thoſe ſinners who 
murdered the Prince of Peace, and Loxzy of giory.— 
Theſe men could ſcarce have the ſhadow of an excuſe 
for their crime; hardly a circumſtance to extenuate 
their guilt. They were well acquainted with his ex- 
emplary converſation; they had often heard his hea- 
venly dodrines ; they were almoſt daily ſpectators of 
his uncqualled miracles. They therefore had all poſſi- 
ble reaſon to honour him, as the moſt illuſtrious of 
beings; and to receive his goſpel, as the molt ineſtima- 
ble of bleſſings. Yet, notwithſtanding all theſe enga- 
ging motives to love him, even above their own lives, 
they ſeize his perſon ; aſperſe his character ; drag him 
before a Heathen tribunal ; and extort a ſentence of 
death againſt innocence and holineſs itſelt. Never was 
the vile/t /lave ſo contumeliouſly abufed ; nor the moſt 
execrable malefaftor fo barbarouſly executed. The fun 
was confounded at the ſhocking ſcene; and one can- 
not but wonder, how the avenging lightnings could 
with-hold their flaſhes. The earth trembled at the horrid 
deed ; and why, why did it not cleave afunder, and 
open a pallage, for ſuch bloody-thirſty miſcreants, into 
ihe netherinoſt hell ? Shall zhe/e ever hope to obtain for- 
givencſs from the righteous judge? Shall not ?he/ſe be 
conſigned over to inexorable wrath, and the ſevereſt 
torments - the miraculous effects of divine grace! 
O the triumphant goodneſs of Gop our Saviour! Many, 
even of theſe impious wretches, at the deſcent of the 
Holy Ghoſt, were convinced of their miſcrable ſtate ; 
were wounded with penitential remorſe; fled to the 
ſanctuary of the croſs ; had their pardon ratified by the 
baptiſmal ſeal ; and, continuing in the apoſtles doctrine, 
were made partakers of the kingdom of heaven: where 
they now ſhine, as ſo many everlaſting monuments of 
molt diſtinguiſhed mercy ; and receive beatitude paſt ut- 
terance, from that very Redeemer, whom. once “ with 
« wicked hands they cruciſied and flew.” 

Well might the prophet cry out, with a pleaſing a- 
mazement, * Who is a Gop like unto thee, that par- 
« doneth iniquity, and paſſeth by tranſgreſſion f ?? — 
Let all feſh know affuredly ; let all fleſh rejoice great- 

.ly ; that with the Loxp there is fuch mercy, and with 
his CurisT ſuch plentiful redemption. And O! for the 
voice of an archangel, to circulate the glad tidings 
through the univerſe ; that the American ſavage, as well 
as the European ſage, may learn the exceeding riches of 
grace in CHR15T: through whoſe infinitely-great pro- 
pitiation, all manner of fin, barbarity, and blaſphemy, 
are freely forgiven unto men. | 


On 


Wu Ar a grand and majeſtic dome is the ſky ! Where 
are the pillars which ſupport the ſtately concave ? 


* x Cor. vi. 9. 10. 11. 
+ Mic, vii, 18. 


+ Exod. xxxiv. 6. 7. 


. Our author's charity here ſeems to be cul 


HEAVENS. 


What art, moſt exactly true, balanced the preſſure? 
What props, of inſuperable ſtrength, ſuſtain the weight? 
How 15 that immeaſurable arch upheld, unſhaken and 
unimpaired; while ſo many generations of bufy mor. 
tals have /zz: and diſappeared, as bubUles upon the 
ſtream Ff thoſe ſtars are of ſuch an amazing bulk 
how are they alſo; fa/ered in their lofty ſittfation 3 
By what miracle in mechanics, are ſo many thouſangs 
of ponderous. orbs kept from falling upon our heads: 
kept from daſhing, both the world to pieces, and its 
inhabitants to death? Are they hung in golden or ad. 
amantine chains? Reft they their enormous load on 
rocks of marble, or columns of braſs !—No ; they are 
pendulcus in fluid ether; yet are more immoveabl 
fixed, than if the everlaſting mountains lent their foreſts 
for an axle-tree, or their ridges for a balis. The al- 
mighty Architect lee hes cut the north, and its whole 
ſtarry train, over the empty place. He hangs the eart) 
and all the ethereal globes, upon nothing x. Yet are 
their foundations laid fo ſure, that they can © never be 
«© moved at any time.“ 

No unſit reprefentation, to the ſincere Chriſtian, of 
his nal perſeverance +; ſuch as points out the cauſe 
which effects it, and conſtitutes the pledge which 


ITARRY 


the 


* Job xxvi. 7. 

+ With regard to the ynal per/everancg of the true believer 
I am fentible, this point is not a little controverted, The ſen. 
timents, which follow, are my ſtedfaft belicf, Ir is by no 
means proper, in a work of this natyre. to enter upon a dif. 
cuſſion of the ſubject. Neither have I room, fo much as to 
hint, what might be urged for its ſupport, —-Let my reader 
obſcrve, that I am far from delivering it, as eſſential to Chriſti- 
nity, or neceſſary to ſalvation. Millions, of the very contrary 
conviction, are, I doubt not, high in the favour of Gon, 
and in a growing mectneſs for his heavenly kingdom. As [ 
blame none for reſccting *, none, I hope, will be offended with 
me for e/pouſing, this particular doctrine. To be of different 
opinions, at leaſt in ſome inferior inſtances, ſeems an una- 
voidable conſequence of our preſent ſtate ; where ignorance, 
in part, cleaves to the wiſeſt minds; and prejudice eafily beſets 
the moſt impartial judgments. This may turn to our common 
advantage ; and afford room for the diſplay and exerciſe of 
thoſe healing virtues, moderation, meekneſs, and forbearance. 
et me only be permitted to aſk, whether this tenet does not 
evidently tend to eſtabliſh the comfort of the Chriſtian, and to 
magnify the fidelity of Go D our Saviour? whether, far from 
countenancing ſloth, or encouraging remiflneſs, to know that 
our labour ſhall not be in vain, is not the moſt prevailing in- 
2 to abound in the work of the LORD I 1 Cor. xv, 
58. 8 

Is any one inclined to examine the reaſons which made tlie 
author a proſelyte to this perſuaſion? He may find them dif- 
played in the memorial, delivered by ſeveral ſelect and eminent 
divines of the church of England, at the renowned Synod 
of Derdt,—(See Acta Synod. Dordrech. par, II. pag. 246. of 
the Latin edition, publiſhed in a ſingle quarto volume.) — Thoſe 
who have no opportunity of conſulting the memoirs of that 
venerable aſſembly, I would refer to the works of the indefa- 
tigable and very learned Turrettine, or to thoſe of the candid 
and elegant Witfius,—Turret. tom. II. q. xvi. Witſ. Oecon. 
lib. III. chap. xiii. 

The lateſt and fulleſt view of the point, which I ever re- 
member to have met with, in any of our Engliſb writers, is 
in the Lime: ſlreet lectures. Which are a defence of ſeveral 
moſt important doctrines of the goſpel, and contained in two 
octavo volumes; the united labours of nine modern divines; 
moſt of whom are well known to the world by their other e- 
vangelical and uſeful writings. In thoſe lectures, the final per- 
ſeverance of the ſaints is very particularly ſtated? and, to my 
apprehenſion at leaſt, moſt fatisfaftorily proved. The argu- 
ments, uſually urged againſt it, are impartially conſidered; and 
I cannot but think (with all due deference to the judgment of 
others) unanſwerably confuted. | J 

And here (not to fwell this note any farther) I ſhall only juſt 

hint, chat the judicious Hooker (an authority, perhaps, as weigh- 
ty and unexceptionable as any that can well be produced) gives 
a /alemn atteſtation to this tenet, in a ſhort diſcourſe on the 


2— of faith, ſubjoined to his Ecclgſiaſtical Pality, fol. 
edit. 


* As the final perſeverance of the ſaints is as much the doArine of 
the Bible, as juſtification by the imputed righteoufneſs of Chriſt ; 


pable; and certainly thoſe 
» Are worthy of reproof. 


who impugn any doctrine of Chriſtianity 
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ins it His nature is all enfeebled. He is not 
— himſelf, to think a good thought. He has 
no viſible ſafeguard, nor any ſufficiency of his WN. 
And yet whole legions of formidable enemies are in a 
confederacy to compaſs his ruin. The world lays un- 
numbered ſnares for his feet : the devil is inceſſantly 
urging the ſiege, by a multitude of fiery darts, or 
wily temptations : the fe/h, like a perfidious inmate, 


under colour of frieadihip, and a ſpecious pretence of 


pleaſure, is always forward to betray his integrity. — 
But, amidſt all theſe, threatening circumſtances, of 
perſonal weakneſs, and imminent danger, an inviſible 
aid is his defence. I will uphold thee, ſays the bleſſed 
God, with the right hand of my righteouſneſs &. Com- 


fortable trath | The arm, which ſixes the ſtars in their 
orders, and guides the planets in their courſe, 1s ſtretch- 


ed out to preſerve the heirs of ſalvation.— My. ſheep, adds 


the great Redeemer, are mine; and they ſhall never periſh, 


neither ſhall any pluck them out of my hand +. What 
words are theſe! And did they come from HIM, 
who hath all power in heaven, and on earth! And 
were they ſpoke to the weakeſt of the flock, to every 
unfeigned follower of the great Shepherd ? Then, 
Omnipotence itfelf muſt be vanqui/hed, before they 
can be deſtroyed, either by the ſeductions of fraud, or 
the aſſaults of violence. ſk 

If you aſk therefore, what ſecurity we have of en- 
during to the end, and continuing faithful unto 
death ?!—The very ſame that eſtabliſhes the heavens, 
and ſcttles the ordinances of the univerſe. Can theſe 
be thrown into confuſion 1? Then may the true belie- 
ver draw back unto perdition. Can the ſun be 
diſlodged from his ſphere, and ruſh lawleſsly through 
the ſky ? Then, and then only, can the faith of Go p's 
ele& || be finally overthrown.—Be of good courage 
then, my ſoul; rely on thoſe divine ſuccours, which 
are ſo ſolemnly ſtipulated, ſo faithfully promiſed. 
Though thy grace be languid as the glimmering ſpark; 
though the overllowings of corruption threaten it 
with total extin&ion ; yet, ſince the great JeHovan 
has undertaken to cheriſh the dim principle, many 
« waters cannot quench it, nor all floods drown it. 
Nay, though it were feeble as the ſmoking flax I, good- 
neſs and faithfulneſs ſtand engaged, to augment the 
heat; to raiſe the fire, and feed the flame ; till it beam 
forth, a lamp of immortal glory, in the heavens. 

As to the faithfulneſs of a covenanting G oD, this 
may be emblematically ſeen in the ſtability of the hea- 
venly bodies, and the perpetnity of their motions . 
— Thoſe that are fxed or ſtationary, continue unalter- 
able in their grand elevations. No injurious ſhocks, 
no violence of conflicting elements, are able to diſ- 


H. Ai. 10. + John x. 28. 
t Jer. xxxi. 35. 36. Tx. i. 2. 

+ The tenderneſs and faithfulneſs of Gob to his people are 
finely pictured by the prophet [/azah, chap. xiii. ver. 3. Which 
paſſage, becauſe of its rich confolation, and uncommon beauty, 
is deſervedly adopted by St Matthew, and ingrafted into the 
ſyſtem of evangelical truths.— He will not himſelf break, nor 

uffer to be broken by any other, the bruiſed reed; nor quench 
the ſmoking flax. Was it poſſible to have choſen two more de- 
licate, and expreffive repreſentations ?—Could any image be 


more ſignificant of a very infirm and enfeebled faith, than the 


flexile reed, that beads before every wind? which, beſides its 
natural weakneſs, is made abundantly weaker by being brui- 
fed, and fo is ready to fall in pieces of itſelf, —Or could any 
thing, with a more pathetical exactneſs, deſcribe the extreme 
1mbecillity of that other principle of the divine life, kve ? The 
ſtate of the flax, juſt beginning to burn, is liable to be put out 
by the leaſt blaſt : more liable ſtill is the wick of the lamp, 
when it is not ſo much as kindled into a glimmering flame, 
but only breathing ſmoke, and uncertain whether it ſhall take 
fire or no,—Yet true faith, and heavenly love, though ſubſiſt- 
ing amid{t ſuch pitiable infirmities, will not be abandoned 
by cheir great Author; thall not be extinguiſhed by any temp- 
cadions; but be maintained, invigorated, and made finally tri- 
umphant. Matt. xii. 20. | 
+ Pal. cxix. 89. GO, 
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place thoſe everlaſting hinges, on which dependent 
worlds revolve. Through the whole flight of time, 
they recede not, ſo much as à hair's breadth, from 
the preciſe central point of their reſpective ſyſtems.— 
While the erratic, or planetary, perform their 3 
gious ſtages without any intermiſſion, or the leaſt em- 
baraſſment. How ſoon, and how caſily, is the moſt finiſh- 
ed piece of human machinery diſconcerted! But all 
the celeſtial movements are ſo nicely adjuſted, all their 
operations ſo critically proportioned, and their mutu- 
al dependencies ſo ſtrongly connected, that they pro- 
long their beneficial courſes throughout all ages.— 
While mighty cities are overwhelmed with ruin, and 
their very names loſt in oblivion ; while vaſt empires 
are ſwept from their foundations, and leave not ſo 
much as a ſhadowy trace of their ancient magniſi- 
cence ; while all terreſtrial things are ſubject to viciſſi- 
tude, and fluctuating in uncertainty : theſe are per- 
manent in their duration; theſe are invariable in their 
functions. Not one faileth.” — Who doubts the 
conſtant ſucceſſion of day and night, or the regular 
returns of ſummer and winter? And why, Ol why 
ſhall we doubt the veracity of Go p, or diſtruſt the 
accompliſhment of his holy word ? Can the ordinances 
of heaven depart? Then only can Go p forget to be 
gracious, or neglect the performance of his promiſe.— 
Nay, our LoxD gives us yet firmer ground of af- 
flance. He affords us a ſurer bottom for our faith, 
than the fundamental laws of the univerſe. Heaven 
and earth, he ſays, ſhall paſs away ; but my words fhall 
v, in a ſingle inſtance, or in one tittle of their im- 
port, paſs away. No: his ſacred word, whatever 
may obſtruct it, whoever may oppoſe it, ſhall be ful- 
filled to the very uttermoſt, 

O powerful word ! How aſtoniſhing is its efficacy ! 
When this word was iſſued forth, a thouſand worlds 
emerged out of nothing. Should the mighty orders 
be repeated, a thouſand more would ſpring into exiſt- 
ence. By this word, the valt ſyſtem of created things 
is vpheld, in conſtant and immutable perfection. 
Should it give command, or ceaſe to exert its energy; 
the univerſal frame would be diſſolved, and all nature 
revert to her original chaos. And this very word is 
pledged for the ſafety, the comfort, the happineſs of the 
godly. This inviolable, this almighty word, /pea+s in 
all the promiſes of the goſpel How — infa- 
tuated are our ſouls, that we ſhould value it ſo little ? 
What infidels are we in fact, that we ſhould depend 
upon it no more? Did it create whatever has a being; 
and ſhall it not work faith in our breaſts? Do unnum- 
bered worlds owe their ſupport to this word; and ſhall 
it not be ſufficient to buoy up our ſouls in troubles, 
or eſtabliſh them in trials? Is it the //e of the uni- 
verſe, and ſhall it be a dead letter to mankind ? 

If I with to be heard, when I implore heavenly blef- 
ſings; is not this privilege moſt clearly made over to 
my enjoyment, in that well-known text, „ Aſk, and 
« it ſhall be given you“? If I long for the eternal 
Comforter to dwell in my heart, and ſanctify my nature; 
have I not an apparent title to this g/ prerogative, 
conferred in that ſweet aſſertive interrogation ; © How 
much more ſhall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
« Spirit to thoſe that aſk him + ?”—Tf I carneſtly covet 
the ineſtimable treaſures that are compriſed in the great 
ImmanutL's mediation ; can I have a firmer claim to 
the noble portion, than is granted in that moſt precious 
ſcripture ; © Him that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe 
« caſt out ? What aſſurance of belfig intereſted in 
theſe unſpeakable mercies would I delire? What form 
of conveyance, what deed of ſettlement, were it left to 
my own option, ſhould I chuſe? Here is the word of 
a king; the King immortal and inviſible ; all whoſe 


Match. vii 7. 
Luke xi. 13. ＋ John vi. 37. 
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declarations * are truth itſelf. —If a monarch beſtow 
immunities on a body of men, and confirm them by 
an authentic charter; no one controverts, no one 
queſtions their right to the royal favours. And why 
{hoald we ſuſpect the validity of thoſe glorious grants, 
which are made by the everlaſting Sovercign of nature; 
which he has alſo ratified by an oath, and ſcaled with 
the blood of his Son ?—Corporations may be disfran- 
chiſed, and charters revoked. V.ven mountains may 
be removed, and ſtars drop from their ſpheres. But a 


tenure founded on the divine promiſe, is unalienably 


ſecure, is laſting as eternity jitſelt. 


Wi have endeavoured to ſpell a /yllable of the eter- 
nal name in the ancient manuſcript of the ſky. We 
have catched a glimpſe of the Almighty's glory, from 
the luſtre of innumerable ſtars. But would we behold 
all his excellencies pourtrayed in %, perfection, and 
drawn to the very life; let us attentively conlider the 
REtDEEMeERD—l obſerve, there are ſome parts of the 
lirmament, in which the ſtars ſeem, as it were, to 
cluſter. They are ſown thicker, they lic cloſer, than u- 
ſual; and ſtrike the cye with redoubled ſplendor. Like 
the jewels on a crown, they mingle their beams, and 
reflect an increaſe of brilliancy on each other.—ls there 
not ſuch an afſemblage, ſuch a con/tel/ation of the divine 
honours, moſt amiably effulgent in the bleſſed Jusvs? 

Does not infinite wwi/Zom + ſhine, with ſurpaſſing 
brightneſs, in CMRI ST? To the making of a world, 
there was no obſtacle; but to the ſaving of man, 
there ſeemed to be unſurmountable bars. It the rebel 
is ſuffered to eſcape; where is the w/exible juſtice, 
which denounces “ death as the wages of fin ??? If 
the offender is thoroughly pardoned ; where is the 
inviolable veracity, which has ſolemnly declared, © The 
& ſoul that finneth, ſhall die? Theſe awful attributes 
are ſet in terrible array; and, like an impenetrable bat- 
talion, oppoſe the ſalvation of apoſtate mankind. 
Who can ſuggeſt a method to ab/olve the traiterous 
race, yet vindicate the honours of almighty Sove- 
reignty? This is an intricacy, which the moſt exalt- 
cd of finite intelligencies are unable to clear. But 
behold the unſearchable ſecret revealed! revealed in the 
wonderful redemption accomplithed by a dying Sa- 
viour! ſo plainly revealed, that “ he who runs may 
„ read;” and even babes underſtand, what minds of 
the deepeſt penetration could not contrive.—The Son 
of Gov, taking our nature, obeys the law, and un- 
dergoes death, in our ſtead, By this means, the 
threatened curſe is executed in all its rigour, and 
free grace 1s exerciſed in all its riches. Juſtice main- 
tains her rights, and, with a ſteady hand, adminiſters 
impartial 8 ; while mercy diſpenſes her par- 
dons, and welcomes the repentant criminal into the 
tendereſt embraces. Hereby the ſeemingly thwarting 
attributes are reconciled. The ſinner is ſaved, not on- 
ly in full conſiſtence with the honour of the ſupreme 
perfections, but to the maſt 2//u/trious manifeſtation of 
them all. 

Where does the divine power | ſo ſignally exert it- 
ſelf, as in the croſs of CHRIS, and in the conqueſts 
of grace? Our LO Rx D, in his loweſt ſtate of humilia- 
tion, gained a more glorious victory, than when, 
through the dividing . and the waſte howling wil- 
derneſs, he “ rode upon his chariots and horſes of 
&« ſalvation.” When his hands were rivetted, with 


* — — — — If theſe fail, 
The pillar'd firmament is rottenneſs, 
And earth's baſe built on ſtubble, 
+ See the next note, 


+ Car1sT, the wiſdom of GOD, and the power of GOD. 
1 Cor. i. 24.—To the intent that now, unto the principalities 


Mir T. Comus. 


and powers in heavenly places, might be known by the church 


(by the amazing contrivance, and accompliſhment of its re- 


demption) the deep, extenſive, and (rowrone;) greatly-diverſified 


wiſdom of COD. Eph. iii. 10. 


_ cloſeſt attention, and hills them with the dee 
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irons, to the bloody tree; he diſarmed death of its 
{iing, and plucked the prey from the jaws of hell 
Then, even then, while he was crucihed in weakneſ;, 
he vanquiſhed the /?rong man, and ſubdued our moſt 
formidable enemies. Even then, he ſpoiled principa- 
lities, triumphed over the powers of darkneſs, and led 
captivity captive. Now he is exalted to his heaven 
throne, with what a prevailing eflicacy does his grace 
go forth, © conquering, and to conquer!” By this 
the /aves of {in arc reicued from their bondage, and 
reſtored to the t of righteouſnels. By this, de- 
praved wretches, wine appetites were /#nſual, and 
their diſpolitions deni, are not anly renewed, but 
renewed after the image of Go Þ, and made partakers 
of a divine nature. Millions, millions of loſt crea- 
tures are fnatched, by the interpolition of grace, like 
brands irom the burning; and, tranſlated into ever. 
laſting manſions, ſhine brighter than the „ars, ſhine 
bright as the /#,, in the kingdom of their Father. 
Would you then ſee an incomparably more bright 
diſplay of the divine excellence, than the unſpotted 
firmament, the ſpangles of heaven, or the golden 
fountain of day exhibit? Contemplate Jesvs of Na. 
zareth, He is the brightneſs of his Father's glory, 
and the expreſs image of his perſon. In his immacu-— 
late nature, in his heavenly tempers, in his moſt holy 
lite, the moral perfections of the Deity are repreſented to 
the higheſt advantage *,—Hark ! how Mercy, with her 
charming voice, ſpeaks in all he utters. See! how 
Benevolence pours her choiccſt ſtores, in all he does. 
Did ever Compaſſion look ſo amiably ſoft, as in thoſe 
pitying tears, which ſwelled his eyes, and trickled 
down his checks, to bedew the rancour of his invete- 
rate enemies? Was it poſhble for Patience to aſſume 
a form ſo lovely, as that ſweetly-winning conduct, 
which bore the contradiction of ſinners? which entreated 
the obſtinate to be reconciled, beſought the guilty not 
to die ?—In other things, we may find ſome ſcattered 
rays of JEHoOvaAn's glory; but in CHRIST they 


are all collected and united. In CHRISH they beam 


forth, with the ſtrongeſt radiance, with the moſt de- 
lightful effulgence. Out of Sion, and in Sion's great 
Redeemer, hath G OD appeared in perfect beauty. 
Search then, my ſoul, above all other purſuits, 
ſearch the records of redeeming love. Let theſe be the 
principal — — of thy ſtudy. Here employ thyſelf 
with the moſt unwearied aſſiduity.— In theſe are hid all 
the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge F Such wiſdom, 
as charms and aſtonithes the very angels; engages their 
pelt adora 
tion f. Such knowledge, as qualifies the poſſeſſor, it 


In this ſenſe, that ſaying of our Lox Þ is eminently true, 
He that hath ſeen ME, hath ſeen the FATHER, John xiv. 9. 

+ Colof. ii. 3. Not a mean degree, but a treaſure ; not one 
treaſure, but many: not many only, but all treaſures, of true 
wiſdom, and ſaving knowledge; are in CHRIST, and his glo- 
rious goſpel. —The tranſcendent excellency of thoſe treaſures 
ſeemes to be finely intimated, in that other expreſſion S 
hid ; (which may be interpreted by the Hebrew D, 79 
iii. 21.) /aid up, with the utmoſt care, and the greateit ſafety. 
Not left at all adventures, to be ſtumbled upon by every giddy 
wanderer; or to fall into the arms of the yawning ſluggard; 
but, like jewels of the brighteſt luſtre, or riches of the higheſt 
value, kept in flore to adorn and reward the diligent ſearcher. 

+ This, I believe, is the import of the apoſtle's language, 
though it is not a ſitera tranſlation of erg c tr, eu ayſtxor rapexuyal, 
1 Pet. i. 12.“ never had ſuch a lively apprehenſion of the 
beautiful ſignificancy of the laſt word, as when I have attend- 
ed a diſſection of ſome part of the animal body. In order to 
diſcern the minutlæ of the admirable frame, the latent wonders 
of art and mechaniſm, the eye is ſo ſharpened, and its appli- 
cation ſo intenſely bended, as gives a very juſt experimental 
comment on that expreſſive phraſe, rapaxvya,— With ſuch car- 
neſt attention is the everlaſting goſpel contemplated by the 4% 
gelic orders! How much more, if it were poſſible, does it de. 
ſerve the devout and inceſſant conſideration of human minds 
ſince, by them, it is not only to be ſpeculated, as a bright and ra- 
viſhing diſplay of the divine attributes; but to be applied to their 
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es of dignity on earth, yet for the moſt 
D in the kingdom of heaven. 
Diſunited from which knowledge, all application is 
but elaborate impertinence; and all ſcience, no better 
than pompous ignorance.— Theſe records contain the 
faultleſs model of duty, and the nobleſt motives to o- 
bedience. Nothing ſo powerful to work a lively faith, 
and a joyful hope, as an attentive conſideration of our 
Lo x »'s unutterable merits. Nothing ſo ſovereign to 
antidote the peſtilential influence of the world, and 
deliver our affections from a ſlavery to ignoble objects, 
as an habitual remembrance of his extreme agonies. 
The genuine, the ever-fruitful ſource of all morality, 
is the unfeigned love of CHRIST; and the croſs, the 
Cross, is the appointed “ altar, from which we may 
fetch a coal +4, to inkindle this ſacred fire. 
Behold, therefore, the man ; the matchleſs and ſtu- 
dous man; whoſe practice was a pattern of the 
moſt exalted virtue, and his perſon the mirror of e 
very divine perfection. Examine the memoirs of his 
heavenly temper, and exemplary converſation. Con- 
template that choir of graces, which were aſſociated in 
his mind, and ſhed the higheſt luſtre on all his actions. 
Familiarize to thy thoughts his inſtructive diſcourſes, 
and enter into the very ſpirit of his refined doctrines : 
that the graces may be transfuſed into thy breaſt, and 
the doctrines tranſcribed in thy life. Follow him to 
Calvary's horrid eminence ; to Calvary's fatal cata- 
ſtrophe; where innocence, dignity, and merit, were 
made perfect through ſufferings ; each ſhining, with all 
poſſible ſplendor, through the tragical ſcene ; ſome- 
what like his own radiant bow, then glowing with 
the greateſt beauty, when appearing on the darkeſt 
cloud. Be thy moſt conſtant attention fixed on that 
lovely and ſorrowful ſpectacle. Behold the ſpotleſs 
victim nailed to the tree, and ſtabbed to the heart. 
Hear him pouring out prayers for his murderers, before 
he poured out fis ſoul for tranſgreſſors. See the 
wounds that ſtream with forgiveneſs, and bleed balm 
for a diſtempered world. O! fee the juſtice of the 
Almighty and his goodneſs; his mercy and his ven- 
geance; every tremendous and 88 attribute mani- 
feſted, manifeſted with inexpreſſible glory, in that moſt 
ignominious, yet grandeſt, of tranſactions. 


SfN E God is ſo inconceivably great, as theſe his 
marvellous works declare ; 


Since the great Sovereign ſends ten thouſand worlds, 
To tell us, he reſides above them all, 
In glory's unapproachable receſs | ; 


how can we forbear haſtening, with Maſes, bowing 
ourſelves to the earth, and worſhipping? O! what 
an honourable, as well as advantageous employ, is 
prayer !—Advantageous. By prayer, we cultivate that 


improving correſpondence with JEHOVAH, we 


fallen nature, as a moſt benign ſcheme of recovering grace; as 
the ſure and only method of obtaining life and immortality. 

And I, ſays our LORD, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
and extended on the croſs, will draw all men unto me ; will 
give ſuch a rich and tranſcendent diſplay of my love, as ſhall 
conſtitute the moſt powerful and prevailing attractive of theirs. 
John xii. 32. | + Alluding to J,. vi, 6. 

t For this quetatian, and ſeveral valuable hints, I acknow- 
ledge myſelf indebted to thoſe beautiful and ſublime poems, 
entitled, Night- Theughts.—Of which I ſhall only ſay, that I 
receive freſh pleaſure, and richer improvement, from every 
renewed peruſal, And, I think, I ſhall have reaſon to bleſs 
the indulgent Beſtower of all wiſdom, for thoſe inſtructive and 
animating compoſitions, even in my laſt moments. Than which 
nothing can more emphatically ſpeak their ſuperior excellence, 
nor give a more ſolid ſatisfaction to their worthy author, —Hap- 
Py ſhould. I think myſelf, if theſe little ſketches of contem- 
plative deyotion might be honoured with the moſt inferior de- 
gree of the ſame ſucceſs; might reccive a teſtimony, not from 


the voice of fame, but from the dying lips of ſome edified 


iſtian . 
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carry on that gladdening intercourſe with bis SPIRIT, 
which muſt begin here, in order to be completed in 


eternity. — Honourable, By prayer, we have acceſs | 
to that mighty potentate, whoſe ſceptre ſways unrver- 


ſal nature, and whoſe rich regalia fill the ſkies with 
luſtre. Prayer places us in lus preſence-chamber ; 
while “ the blood of ſprinkling” procures us @ gra- 
cious audience. WW 

Shall I then %% to be found proſtrate 
throne of grace ? 
that I offer up ſocial ſupplications in the fataily, or 
am conſcientious in obſerving my private retirement ? 
Rather, let me glory in this unſpeakable privilegs. 
Let me reckon it the nobleſt poſture, to fall low on 
my knees before his footſtool ; and the higheſt honour, 
to enjoy communion with his moſt exalted Majeſty. 
—Incomparably more noble, than to ſit, in perſon, on 
the triumphal chariot; or to ſtand, in effigy, amidit 
the temple of worthies. 

Moſt ineſtimable, in ſuch a view, is that promiſe, 
which ſo often occurs in the prophetic writings, and 
is the crowning benefit of the new covenant, 7 will be 
thy God *. — Will this ſupremely excellent and almighty 
Being vouchſafe to be my portion? to ſettle upon a 
poor ſinner, not the heritage of a country, not the 
poſſeſſion of the whole earth, but his wn ever-bleſſed 
elf? May I then, through his free condeſcending 
grace, and the unknown merits of his Son, look up- 
on all theſe infinitely-noble attributes as my treaſure ? 
way I regard the wi/dom, which ſuperintends ſuch a 
multitude of worlds, as my guide ; the power, which 
produced, and preſerves them in exiſtence, as my 
guard; the goodneſs,, which, by an endleſs communic:- 
tion of favours, renders them all ſo many habitations 
of happineſs, as my exceeding great reward! What a 
fund of felicity is included in ſuch a bleſſing! How 
often does the Mraelitiſb prince exult in the aſſurance, 
that this unutterable and boundleſs good is his own ? 
Intereſted in this, he bids defiance to every evil that 
can be dreaded, and reſts in certain expectation of e- 
very bleſſing that can be deſired, Ihe LORD is my 
light and my ſalvation ; whom then ſhall I fear* The 
LORD, with an air of exultation, he repeats both 
his aftiance, and his challenge, is the ſtrength of my life ; 
F whom then ſhall I be afraid f? Nothing ſo effectual, 
as this appropriating faith, to inſpire a dignity of 
mind, ſuperior to tranſitory trifles; or to create a 
calmneſs of temper, unalarmed by vulgar fears, un- 
appalled by death itſelf. —The LORD is my Shepherd, 
ſays the ſame truly gallant and heroic perſonage : 
therefore ſhall I lack nothing f. How is it poſſible, he 
ſhould ſuffer want, who 15 the all- ſufficient fulneſa 
for his fupply? So long as unerring wiſdom is capn- 
ble of contriving the means, ſo long as uncontrollable 


ore the 


power is able to execute them; ſuch a one cannot fail 
of being ſafe and happy, whether he continue amidſt 


the viciflitudes of time, or depart into the unchange- 
able eternity. 

Here, let us ſtand a moment, and humbly contem 
plate this great G o p, together with ourſelves, in a re- 
la tive view.—lIf we reflect on the works of material 
nature, their number incomprehenſible, and their ex- 
tent unmeaſurable ; each of them apart, ſo admirably 
framed ; the connections of the whole fo exquiſitely 
regulated; and all derived from one and the ſame glo- 
rious Agent: If we recollect the far more noble ac- 
compliſhments of elegant taſte, and diſcerning judg- 
ment; of refined affections, and exalted ſentiments ; 
which are to be found among the ſeveral orders of in- 
telligent exiſtence; and all of them flowing, in rich 
emanations, from the one ſole fountain of intellectual 
light :—If we farther conſider this Author of material 
beauty, and moral excellency, as a Guardian, a Gnver- 
nor, and Henefactor to all his creatures; ſupporting the 


* Heb, viii, 10, + Pſal, xxvii, 1, f Pfal. Xxiii. . 
bad Bb | 


% 


Shall I be a/hamed to have it Known, 
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whole ſyſtem, and protecting each individual, by an 
ever-watchful providence preliding over the minuteſt 
affairs, and cauſing all events to terminate in the molt 
extenlive good; heaping, with unremittci liberality, 
his benefits upon every capable object, and making the 
circuit of the univerle a ſeminary of happineſs : Is it 
poſſible for the human heart, under ſuch captivating 
views, to be indi//erent towards thus molt benign, moit 
bountiful Original of being and of bliſs? Can any be 
ſo immerſed in {tupidity, as to ſay unto the Almighty, 
in the language of an irreligious temper, and hcen- 
tious life, to ſay, © Depart from us; we 1mplore not 


« thy favour ; nor delire the knowledge of thy ways.“ 


— Wonder, O heavens / be amazed, O earth / and let 

the inhabitants of Heth expreſs their aſtoniſhment, at 

this unparallelled complication ot dilingenuous, un- 
>teful, deſtructive perverlenels ! 7 

If we conlider our fallen and imperfed ſtate; frail in 
our bodies; enfecbled in our minds; in every part of 
our conſtitution, and in all the occurrences of hte, 
« likea tottering wall, ora broken hedge: It we ſurvey 
our indigent and infirm ſtate, without holineſs, without 
ſpiritualitrength; our polleſſion of preſent conveniencies 
entirely dependent on Go p's ſovereign pleaſure ; yea, 
forfeited, juſtly forfeited, with every future hope, by 
a thouſand aggravated iniquities —[If we add the va- 
rious diſaſters of our condition; agitated as we are by 
tumultuous paſlions ; oppreſſed with diſpiriting fears; 
held in ſuſpenſe by a variety of perplexing “ cares; 
liable to pains, and expoſed to troubles ; troubles from 
every quarter ; trouvles of every kind ;—Can we, a- 
midſt ſo many wants, under ſuch deplorable infirmi- 
tics, and ſubject to ſuch diſaſtrous accidents,—can we 
be unconcerned, whether Go p's omnipotent, irreſi- 
{tible, all- conducting hand be againſt us, or for us? 
Imagination itſelf ſhudders at the thought !—Can we 
reſt ſatisfied, without a well-grounded perſuaſion, that 
we are reconciled to this ſupreme LoxD, and the ob- 
jets of his unchangeable goodneſs If there be an 
abandoned wretch, whole apprehenſions are ſo fatally 
blinded ; who is fo utterly loſt to all ſenſe of his duty, 
and of his intereſt ; let me bewail his miſery, while I 
abhor his impiety: bewail his milery ; though Popu- 
larity, with her choiceit laurels, adorn his brow ; 
though Affluence, with her richeſt delicacies, load his 
table ; though half a nation, or half a world, conſpire 
to call him happy. 

May I, by a believing application, ſolace myſelf in 
this evcrlailing ſource of love, perfection, and joy! 
Grant me this requeſt, and I aſk no more,—Only, 
that I may expect, not with a reluctant anxiety, but 
with a ready chearfulneſs, the arrival of that import- 
ant hour, when this veil of fleſh ſhall drop, and the 
ſhadows of mortality flee away : when I ſhall no long- 


er complain of ob/cure knowledge, /anguid affettions, 


and imperfect fruition ;—but ſhall fee the uncreated 
and immortal Majeſty ; /ee him, not in this diſtant 
and unaffecting method of reaſoning from his works; 
but with the moſt clear and direct intuition of the 


* Perpl:xing.—Thoſe who read the original language of the 
New Teſtament, are ſufficiently appriſed, that ſuch is the figni- 
ficancy of that benevolent duluallve urged by our Lo RD, 
pierre, Matth. vi. 25 —I beg leave, for the fake of the un- 
learned reader, to obſerve, that our tranſlation, though for the 
moſt part faithful and excellent, has here miſrepreſented our 
divine Maſter's meaning. Take no thought for your food, for 
your raiment, for your bodily welfare, is not only not the true 
ſenſe, but the very reverſe of this ſcriptural doctrine. We are 
required to take a prudent and moderate thought for the ne- 
ceſſaries of life. The ſluggard who neglects this decent precau- 
tion, is ſeverely reprimanded; is ſent to one of the meaneſt ani- 
mals, to bluſh for his folly, and learn diſcretion from her con- 
duct, Prov. vi. 6. Our — precept, and the exact ſenſe 
of his expreſſion, is, Take no anxious thought; indulge no 
8 care; no ſuch care, as may argue an unreaſonable 
ditruft of providence, or may rend and tear your minds with 
diſtreſſing, with pernicious ſolicitude. | 
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mind:—when I ſhalt /ve him, not with a cold and 
contracted ſpirit; but with the moſt lively and en. 
larged emotions of gratitude :—when I ſhall inceſſant. 
ly enjoy the light of his countenance ; and be united, 
inſeparably united to his all-glorious GopHEADp.— 
Take, ye ambitious, unenvied and unoppoſed, take to 
yourſelves the toys of ſtate. May I be enabled to rejoice 
in this bleſſed hope; and to triumph in that amiable, 
that adorable, that delightful name, the LORD Mr 

:0D! And I ſhall ſcarce beſtow a thought on the 
ſplendid pageantry of the world, unleſs it be to deſpiſe 


its empty pomp, and to pity its deluded admirers, 


ALL theſe bodies, though immenſe in their ſize, 
and almoſt infinite in their multitude, are obedient to 
the divine command. The Go p of wiſdom © tell. 


« cth their numbers,” and is intimately acquainted | 3 


with their various properties. The Gop of power 
e calleth them all by their names,” and aſſigns them 
whatſoever oflice he pleaſes. He mar/hals all the ſtar. 
ry legions, with infinitely greater eaſe, and nicer or- 
der, than the moſt expert general arranges his diſci- 
plined troops. He appoints their p:/?s ; he marks 
their route ; he fixes the time for their return. The 
poſts which he appoints, they occupy without fail, 
In the route which he ſettles, they perſevere, without 
the leaſt deviation. And to the inſtant * which he fixes 
for their return, they are preciſely punctual.—He has 
given them a /aw, which, through a long revolution 
of ages, ſhall not be broken, unleſs his ſovereign will 
interpoles for its repeal. Then, indeed, the motion of 
the celeſtial orbs is controlled; their action remains 
ſuſpended; or their influence receives a new direction. 
—'The ſun, at his creation, iſſued forth with a com- 
mand, to travel perpetually through the heavens. 
Since which, he has never n to perform the 

eat circuit; “ rejoicing as a giant to run his race.” 

ut, when it is requiſite to accompliſh the purpoſes 
of divine love, the orders are countermanded ; the 
flaming courier remits his career; /tands /till in Gi- 
beon +; and, for the conveniency of the choſen 
people, holds back the falling day.—The moon was 
diſpatched with a charge, never to intermit her re- 
volving courſe, till day and night come to an end, 
But when the children of providence are to be fa- 
voured with an uncommon continuance of light, ſhe 
halts in her march, makes a ſolemn pauſe in the valley 
of Ajalon f, and delays to bring on her attendant 
train of ſhadows.— When the enemies of the Lo RD 
are to be diſcomfited, the /tars are levied into the 
ſervice; the ſtars are armed, and take the field; he 
ſtars, in their courſes fought againſt Siſera ||. 


The planets, and all the innumerable hoſt of heavenly 
bodies, perform their courſes and revolutions, with ſo much 
certainty and exactneſs, as never once to fail; but, for al- 
** molt 6000 years, come conſtantly about to the ſame period, 
in the hundredth part of a minute,” STacknouse's Hiſt. 


A a 
8 «a 


Bible. 


+ This is ſpoken in conformity to the ſcripture-language, 
and according to the common notion. With reſpect to the 
power which effected the alteration, it is much the ſame thing, 


and alike miraculous, whether the fun, or the earth, be ſup- 


* 


poſed to move. | 
. 7o/h. x. 12. 13.—The prophet Habakkuk, according to 
his lofty manner, celebrates this event; and points out, in ve- 
ry poetical diction, the deſign of ſo ſurpriſing a miracle. The 
fun and moon flood ſtill in their habitation : in the light, the 
long-continued and miraculous light, thy arrows, edged with 
deſtruction, walked" on their awful errand; in the clear ſbi- 
ning of the day, protracted for this very purpoſe, thy glitter- 
ing /pear, launched by thy people, but guided by thy hand, 
ſprung to its prey. Hab. iii. 11. Wee 
Judg. v. 20.— he ſcriptural phraſe ſought againft, will, 
1 hope, be a proper warrant for every exprefſion I have uſed 
on this occaſion.— The paſſage is generally ſuppoſed to ſignify, 
that ſome very dreadful meteors, (which the ſtars were thought 
to influence), ſuch as fierce flaſhes of lightning, impetuous 
ſhowers of rain, and rapid ſtorms of hail, were employed by 


* 


» 
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irul is material nature! ſo obſequious, in a// 
kw _ to her Creator's pleaſure !—The bellowing 
thunders liſten to his voice; and the volleyed light- 
nings obſerve the direction of his eye. The flying 
ſtorm, and impetuous whirlwind, wear his yoke. 
The raging waves revere his nod; they ſhake che 
earth ; they daſh the ſkies; yet never offer to paſs 
the limits which he has preſcribed. —Even the plane- 
tary ſpheres, though valtly /arger than this wide- ex- 
tended earth, are in his hand, as clay in the hands of 
the potter. Though, fwifter than the northern blaſt, 
they ſweep the long tracts of æther; yet are they gui- 
ded by his reins, and execute whatever he enjoins.— 
All thoſe enormous globes of central fire, which beam 
through the boundleſs azure, in compariſon of which 
an army of planets were like a ſwarm of ſummer. in- 
ſects ; thoſe, even thoſe, are conformable to his will, 
as the melting wax to the impreſſed ſeal.—Since all, 
ALL is obedient, throughout the whole aſcent of 
things, ſhall man be the o rebel againſt the almighty 
Maker ? Shall theſe unruly appetites reject his govern- 
ment, and refuſe their allegiance? Shall the e head- 
{trong paſſions break looſe from divine reſtraint, and 
run wild, in exorbitant ſallies, after their own imagi- 
nations? 

O my ſoul, be ſtung with remorſe, and overwhelm- 
ed with confuſion, at the thought! Is it not a righte- 
ous thing, that the bleſſed Go D ſhould ſway the ſcep- 
tre, with the moſt abſolute authority, over all the crea- 
tures Which his power has formed? eſpecially over 
thoſe creatures, whom his 1 favour has 
endued with the noble principle of reaſon, and made 
capable of a bliſsful immortality? Sure, if all the 
ranks of ire nimate exiſtence conform to their Maker's 
decree, by the neceſſity of their nature; this more ex- 
cellent race of beings ſhould pay their equal homage, 
by the willing compliance of their affections *,— 
Come then, ye faculties of my mind ; come, all ye 
powers of my body, give up yourſelves, without a 
moment's delay, without the leaſt reſerve, to his 
vernance. Stand, like dutiful ſervants, at his 


footſtool ; in an everlaſting readineſs to do whatſoever 


he requires; to be whatioever he appoints : to fur- 
ther, with united efforts, the purpoſes of his glory in 
this earthly ſcene ; or elſe to ſeparate, without reluc- 
tance, at his ſummons ; the one, to ſleep in the ſilent 
duſt ; the other, to advance his honour, in ſome re- 


the Almighty to terrify, annoy, and oyerthrow the enemies 
of Iſrael. If ſo, there cannot be a more clear and lively pa- 
raphraſe on the text, than thoſe fine lines of a Jewiſh writer, 
His ſevere wrath ſhall HE ſbarpen for a ſword; and the 
world /ball fight with him againſt the ungodly. Then ſhall the 
right-aiming thunderbolts go abroad; and from the clouds, as 
from a well-drawn bow, "Ru they fly to the mark. And hail- 
ſtones, full of wrath, ſball be caſt out of a ſtone bow : and the 
water of the ſea ſhall rage againſt them; and the floods (as was 
the caſe of the river Xion) ſvall cruelly drown them ; yea, a 


mi hty wind ſball land up againſt them; and, like a ſtorm, 


ſhall blow them away. Wild. v. 20. 21. 22. 23. 
* This argument, I acknowledge, is not abſolutely conclu- 


ſive, But it is popular and ſtriking. Nor can I think myſelf 


obliged, in ſuch a work, where fancy bears a conſiderable ſway, 
to proceed always with the caution and exactneſs of a diſputer 
in the /chools. it there be ſome appearance of analogy between 
the fact and the inference, it ſeems ſuſficient for my purpoſe ; 
though the deduction ſhould not be neceſſary, nor the proceſs 


ſtrictly ſyllogiſtical One of the apoſtolic fathers has an affect - 


ting and ſublime paragraph, which runs entirely in this form: 
UMiog Ts val Crhmn, aripuv Ts Topo, xalea Thy Siald yn auly oy optoyerg, #15 wang 
T*ptxartug, tEinMoouoiy rug tic ſa yαtyuc avroig op. The fun, the moon, 


and the flarry choir, without the leaft deviation, and with the 


utmoſt harmony, perform the revalutions appointed them by the 
ſupreme decree. From which remark, and abundance of other 
ſimilar inſtances, obſervable” in the ceconamy of nature; he 


exhorts Chriſtians to a cordial unanimity among themſelves, - 
and a dutiful obedience to G o D. Vid. Clem. Roman. 1 ep. ad 


Corinth, ſect. 20, — See alſo a beautiful ode in Dr Watts's 
Lyric Poems, entitled, The Compariſon and Complaint, which 
rurns upon this very thought. 
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moter colony of his kingdom.—'Thus may I join with 
all the works of the Lox o, in all places of his do- 
minion, to recognize his univerſal ſupremacy ; and 
proclaim him. Sovereign of ſouls, as well as Kuler of 
worlds. 


AT my firſt coming abroad, all theſe luminaries 
were eclip/ed, by the overpowering luſtre of the ſun, 
They were all placed in the very ſame ſtations, and 
played the ſame ſprightly beams ; yet not one of them 
was ſeen. As the day-light wore away, and the ſober 
ſhades advanced; Heſperus, who leads the ſtarry train, 
diſcloſed his radiant forehead, and catched my eye. 
While I ſtood gazing on his bright and beautiful 
aſpect, ſeveral of his attendants peeped through the 
blue curtains. Scarce had I turned to obſerve theſe 
freſh cmanations of fplendor, but others dropt the yeil, 
others ſtole into view, When lo! faſter and more 
numerous, multitudes ſprung trom obſcurity ; they 
poured, in ſhining troops, and in ſweet confuſion, 
over all the empyrean plain ; till the firmament ſeem- 
ed like one vaſt conſtellation ; and © a flood of glo- 
ry burſt from all the ſkies.” 

Is not ſuch the rie, and ſuch the progreſs of a true 
conver/ton, in the prejudiced infidel, or attentive fin- 
ner? During the period of his vainer years, a thou- 
ſand intereſting truths lay utterly undiſcovered ; a 
thouſand momentous concerns were entirely diſregard- 
ed, But, when divine grace diſſipates the deluſive 
glitter, which dazzled. his underſtanding, and begui- 
ed his affections ; then he begins to diſcern, dimly to 
diſcern, the things which belong unto his peace. Some 
admonition of ſcripture darts conviction into his ſoul, 
as the glimmering of a ſtar pierces the gloom of night. 
— Then, perhaps, another awful, or chearing text, 
impreſſes terror, or diffuſes comfort. A threatening a- 
larms his fears, or a promiſe awakens his hopes. This, 
potlibly, is ſucceeded by ſome afiifive diſpenſation of. 
providence ; and improved by ſome edifying and in- 
ſtructive converſation. All which is eſtabliſhed as to 
its continuance, and enlarged as to its influence, by a 
diligent ſtudy of the ſacred word. By this means, new. 
truths continually pour their evidence. Scenes of re- 
lined and exalted, but hitherto unknown delight, ad- 
dreſs him with their attractives. New deſires take 
Wing; new purſuits are ſet on foot. A new turn of 
mind forms his temper ; a new habit of converſation 
regulates his life. In a word, old things are paſſed away, 
and all things become new. He who was ſometime dark» 
neſs, is now light, and life, and joy in the Lox», 


THE more attentively I view the cryſtal concave, 
the more fully I diſcern the richneſs of its decorations. 
Abundance of minuter lights, which lay concealed 
from a ſuperficial notice, are viſible on a cloſer examina- 
tion. Eſpecially in thoſe tracts of the ſky, which are 
called the galaxy; and are diſtinguiſhable by a ſort of 
milky path. There the ſtars are crouded, rather than 
diſſeminated. The region ſeems to be all on a blaze, 
with their ſplendid rays.— Beſides this vaſt profuſion, 
which in my preſent ſituation the eye diſcovers ;' was 
I to make my ſurvey, from ' any other part of the 
globe, lying nearer the ſouthern pole, I ſhquld behold 
a new choir of ſtarry bodies, which have never appear: 
ed within our horizon,—Was I (which, is ſtill more 
wonderful), either here or there, to view the firma- 
ment with the virtuoſo's glaſs; I ſhould find a prodi- 
gious multitude of flaming orbs, which, immerſed in. 
depths of æther, eſcape the keeneſt unaſliſted ſight &. 
Let, in theſe various ſituations, even with the aid 

* Come forth, O man, yon azure round ſurvey, , 

And view thoſe lamps, which yield eternal day. 

Bring forth thy lala clear thy wond'ring eyes: g 

Millions beyond the former millions riſe : 

Look farther ; — millions more blaze from remoter ſſ ies. 

See an ingenious poem, entitled, The Univerſe. 
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of the teleſcopic tube, I ſhould not be able to deſcry 
the half, perhaps not a fh)! d. part, of thoſe majeſtic 
luminaries, which the vaſt ex panſive heavens contain “. 
—S0, the more diligently I purſue my ſearch into thoſe 
oracles of eternal truth, the ſcriptures ; I percerve a 
wider, a deeper, an ever-increaling fund of ſpiritual 
treaſures, I perceive the brighter ſtrokes of wiſdom, 
and the richer diſplays of goodneſs; a more tranſcen- 
dent excellency in the illuſtrious Mefliah, and a more 
deplorable vileneſs in fallen man; a more immaculate 

urity in Gop's law, and more precious privileges in 
his goſpel. Vet, after a courſe of ſtudy, ever ſo aſſidu- 
ous, ever ſo prolonged, I ſhould have reaſon to own 
myſelf a mere babe in heavenly knowledge; or, at 
moſt, but a puerile proficient in the ſchool of 
CHRIST. 


Ar rt N all my moſt accurate inſpection, thoſe ſtarry 
orbs appear but as glittering points. Even the planets, 
thou ſo much nearer our earthly manſion, ſeem only 
like — bullets, If then we have ſuch imperfect 
apprehenfions of viſible and material things; how much 
more ſcanty and inadequate muſt be our notions of in- 
viſible and immortal objects !—We behold the ſtars. 
Though every one is incomparably bigger than the 
globe we inhabit, yet they dwindle, upon our ſurvey, 
into the moſt diminutive forms. Thus, we ſee by 
faith the glories of the bleſſed Jesvs; the atoning 
eflicacy of his death ; the juſtifying merit of his q 2 
teouſneſs; and the joys which are reſerved for his fol- 
lowers. But, alas! even our moſt exalted ideas are 
vaſtly below the truth; as much below the truth, as 
the report which our eyes make of thoſe celeſtial edi- 
fices, is inferior to their real grandeur, —Should we 
take in all the magnifying aſſiſtances which art has con- 
trived ; thoſe luminous bodies would elude our ſkill, 
and appear as ſmall as ever. Should an inhabitant of 
earth travel towards the cope of heaven ; and be car- 
ried forwards, in his aereal journey, more than a hun- 
dred and ſixty millions of miles ; even in that ad- 
vanced fituation, thoſe oceans of fame would look no 
larger than radiant ſpecks.—In like manner, conceive 
ever ſo magnificently of the Redeemer's honours, and 
of the bliſs which he has purchaſed for his people ; yet 
you will fall ſhort. Raiſe your imagination Higher; 
itretch your invention wider; give them all the ſcope 
which a ſoaring and excurſive fancy can take; ſtill 
your conceptions will be extremely diſproportionate to 
their genuine perfections. Vaſt are the bodies which 
roll in the expanſe of heaven; vaſter far are thoſe 
fields of æther, through which they run their endleſs 
round: but the excellency of IESUs, and the happi- 
neſslaid up for his ſervants, are greater than either, than 
both, than all. An inſpired writer calls the former, 
ce the unſearchable riches of CHRIS TH;“ꝰ and ſtyles the lat- 
ter, * an exceeding great and eternal weight of glory.“ 


Ir thoſe ſtars are ſo many inexhauſtible magazines of 
fire, and immenſe reſervoirs of light; there is no rea- 


* How noble, conſidered in this view, are the celebrations 
of the Divine Majeſty, which frequently occur in the ſacred 
writings! /t is the LORD that. made the heavens. Pal. xcvi. 
5.— What a prodigious dignity does ſuch a ſenſe of things 
give to that devout aſcription of praiſe! Thou, even thou, art 

RD alone; thou haſt made heaven, the heaven of heavens, 
with all their haft. Nehem. ix. 6.—Examined by this rule, 
the beautiful climax in our inſpired hymn is ſublime beyond 
compare. Praiſe HIM. ſun and moon: praiſe HIM, all ye 
ars of light : praiſe HIM, ye heavens of heavens, Pia. 
cxlviii. 3. 4. | | 


+ This, incredible as it may ſeem, is not a mere ſuppoſition, 
but a real fact. For, about the twenty-firſt of December, we 
are above 160,000,000 of miles nearer the northern parts of the 
ſky, than we were at the twenty-firſt of une. And yet, with 
regard to the ſtars ſituate in that quarter, we perceive no 


2 in their a/pef, nor any augmentation of their magni- 
U * 


ſon to doubt, but they have ſome vory grand uſe 
ſuitable to the magnificence of their nature. To ſpe. 
cify or explain the particular purpoſes they anſwer, i; 
altogether impoſſible, in our preſent ftate of diſtance 
and ignorance. This, however, we may clearly dif. 
cern ; they are diſpoſed in that very manner which is 
moſt p/ea/ing and moſt ſerviceab/e to mankind. —They 
are not placed at an finite remove, ſo as to lie beyond 
our ſight ; neither are they brought / near our abode, 
as to annoy us with their beams. We ſee them ſhine 
on every ſide. The deep azure, which ſerves them az 
a ground, heightens their ſplendor. At the fame time, 
their influence is gentle, and their rays are deſtitute of 
heat. So that we are ſurrounded with a multitude of 
fiery globes, which beautify and illuminate the ſirma- 
ment, without any riſk either to the coo/nz/5 of our 
night, or the quiet of our repole.—Who can ſuffici- 
ently admire that wondrous benignity, which, on our 
account, ſtrews the earth with bleſſings of every kind, 
and vouchſafes to make the very heavens ſubſervient to 
our delight ? 

It is not ſolely to adorn the roof of our palace with 
coſtly gildings, that Gop commands the celeſtial lu- 
minaries to glitter through the gloom. We allo reap 
conſiderable benefits from their miniſtry.— They divide 
our time, and fix its ſolemn periods. They ſettle the 
order of our works ; and are, according to the deſtina- 
tion mentioned in facred writ, © for ſigns, and for 
“ ſeaſons; for days, and for years.” The returns of 
heat and cold alone, would have been too precarious a 
rule. But theſe radiant bodies, by the variation, and 
alſo by the regularity, of their motions, afford a me- 
thod of cha. abſolutely certain, and ſuſliciently 
obvious. By this, the farmer is inſtructed when to 
commit his grain to the furrows, and how to conduct 
the operations of huſbandry. By this, the ſailor 
knows when to proceed on his voyage with leaſt peril, 
and how to carry on the buſineſs of navigation with 
moſt ſucceſs. | 

Why ſhould not the Chriſtian, the probationer for 
eternity, learn from the ſame manitors, to number— 
for nobler purpoſes, to number his days; and duly to 
tranſact the grand, grand affairs of his everlaſting ſal- 
vation? Since Gop has appointed ſo many bright 
meaſurers of our time, to determine its larger periods, 
and to minute down its ordinary ſtages ; ſure this moſt 
ſtrongly inculcates its value, and ſhould powerfully 
prompt us to improve it —Behold.! the ſupreme Lozp 
marks the progreſs of our life, in that moſt conſpicu- 
ous kalendar above. Does not ſuck an ordination tell 
us, and in the moſt emphatical language, that our life 
is given for «/e, not for waſte? that no portion of it 
is e but under a ſtrict account; that all of it 
is entered, as it paſſes, in the divine regiſter; and, 
therefore, that the ſtewards of ſuch a talent are to 
expect a future reckoning? Behold ! the very heavens 
are bidden to be the accountants of our years, and 


months, and days. O! may this induce us to manage 


them with a vigilant frugality ; to part with them, as 


miſers with their hoarded treaſure, warily and circum- . 


ſpectly; and, if poſſible, as merchants with their rich 
commodities, not without an equivalent, either in per- 
ſonal improvement, or ſocial uſefulneſs ! | 


How bright the ſtarry diamonds ſhine! The ambit 
tion of eaſtern monarchs could imagine no diſtinction 
more noble and ſublime, than that of being likened 
to thoſe beaming orbs *, They form night's richeff 
dreſs ; and ſparkle upon her ſable robe, like jewels of 
the fineſt luſtre. Like jewels ! I wrong their character. 
The lucid ſtone has no brilliancy ; quenched is the 


flame even of the golden topaz ; compared with thoſe 


glowing decorations of heaven. How widely are their 


radiant honours diffuſed No nation ſo remote, bud 
ſees their beauty, and rejoices in their uſefulneſs. 


P Numb. XXIV, 17. Dan. viii. 10. 
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been admired by all preceding generations; 
. age will A on their ct arms, with 
renewed delight —How an:mating, then, is that pro- 
miſe made to the faithful miniſters of the goſpel 
« They that turn many to righteouſneſs, ſhall ine as 
« the ſtars for ever and ever *.” Is not this a moſt 
winning encouragement, * to ſpend and be ſpent” in 
the ſervice of ſouls? Methinks, the ſtars beckon, as 
they twinkle. Methinks, they ſhew me their ſplen- 
dors, on purpoſe to inſpire me with alacrity in the race 
{et before me; on purpoſe to enhven my — in the 
work that is given me to do.— Ves; ye majeſtic mo- 
nitors, I underſtand your meaning. If honour has 
any charms ; if true glory, the glory which cometh 
from God, is any attractive; you diſplay the moſt 
owerful incitements to exerciſe all aſſiduity in my 
— vocation. I will, henceforth, obſerve your inti- 
mation; and, when zeal becomes /anguid, have re- 
courſe to your heavenly lamps; if ſo be I may rekindle 
its ardor at thoſe inextinguiſhable fires. 


Or the polar ſtar, it is obſervable, that, while other 
luminaries alter their ſituation, this ſeems invari- 
ably fixed f. While other luminanes, now, mount 
the battlements of heaven, and appear upon duty ; 
now retire beneath the horizon, and reſign to a freſh 
ſet the watches of the night; this never departs from 
i:s tation. This, in every ſeaſon, maintains an uni- 
form poſition ; and is always to be found in the ſame 
tract of the northern ſky.—How often has this beam- 
ed bright intelligence on the air; and conducted 
the keel to its deſired haven! In early ages, thoſe 
who went down to the ſea in ſhips, and occupied their 
buſineſs in great waters, had ſcarce any other ſure 
guide for their wandering veſſel. This therefore they 
viewed with the moſt ſolicitous attention. By this 
they formed their obſervations, and regulated their 
voyage. When this was obſcured by clouds, or enve- 
loped in miſts, the trembling mariner was bewildered 
on the watery waſte, His thoughts fluctuated, ag 
much as the heating ſurge ; and he knew not where 
he was advanced, or whither he ſhould ſteer, But, 
when this auſpicious ſtar broke through the gloom, it 
diſſipated the anxiety of his mind, and cleared up his 
dubious paflage. He re- aſſumed, with alacrity, the 
management of the helm; and was able to ſhape his 
courſe, with ſome tolerable degree of ſatisfaction and 
certainty. ; | 

Such, only much clearer in its light, and much ſu- 
rer in its direction, is the holy word of Go p, to thoſe 


myriads of intellectual beings, Who are bound for the 


eternal ſhores; who, embarked in a veſſel of feeble 
fleſh, are to paſs the waves of this tempeſtuous and 
perilous world. In all difficulties, thoſe ſacred pages 
ſhed an encouraging ray ; in all uncertainties, they ſug- 
geſt the right determination, and point out the proper 
procedure. What is ſtill a more ineſtimable advantage, 
they, like the ſtar which conducted the eaſtern ſages, 
make plain the way of acceſs to a Redeemer. They 
diſplay his unſpeakable merits ; they diſcover the me- 
thod of being intereſted in his great atonement ; and 
lead the weary ſoul, tofſed by troubles, and ſhattered 
by temptations, to that only harbour of peaceful re- 
pole. —Let us, therefore, attend to this unerring direc- 
tory, with the ſame conſtancy of regard, as the ſea- 
faring man obſerves his compaſs. Let us become as 
thoroughly acquainted with this ſacred chart, as the 
por is with every truſty mark, that gives notice of a 
urking rock; and with every open road, that yields 
a lafe paſſage into the port, Above all, let us commit 


Dan. xii, 3, 
+ I ſpeak in conformity to the appearance of che object. 
For though this remarkable ſtar reyolves round the pole, its 
motion is ſo flow, and the circle it deſcribes, ſo ſmall, as ren- 


= * the revolution and change of ſituation hardly per- 
eivable. N . : 


No v. 


ſelf; for the LO R 


his brother. A ſweet interchange of rays ſu 


ourſelves to this infallible guidance, with the ſame im- 
plicit reſignation ; let us conform our conduct to its 
exalted precepts, with the ſame; ſedulous care, as the 
children of Vrael, when ſojourning in the trackleſs 
deſert, followed the pillar of fire, and the motions of 
the miraculous cloud.—So will it introduce us, not 
into an carthly Canaan, flowing with milk and honey ; 
but into an immortal paradiſe, where is the fulneſs of 
joy, and where are pleaſures for evermore. It will 
introduce us into thoſe happy, happy regions, where 
our ſun ſhall no more 15 down, nor our moon withdraw it-. 

ſhall be our everlaſting light, and 
the days of our mourning, together with the fatigues of 
our pilgrimage, all be ended *, 


I eERCELVE a great variety in the ſize and ſplen- 
dor of thoſe gems of heaven. Some are of the firſt 
magnitude; others of an inferior order. Some glow 
with intenſe flames; others glimmer with fainter beams. 
Yet all are beautiful; all have their pecuhar luſtre, 
and diſtin uſe ; all tend, in their different degrees, to 
enamel the cope of heaven, and embroider the robe of 
night. This circumſtance is remarked by an author, 
whoſe ſentiments are a ſource of wiſdom, and the very 
ſtandard of truth. “ One itar,” ſays the Apoſtle. of 
the Gentiles, „ differeth from another ſtar in glory: fo 
* alſo is the reſurrectian of the dead.“ 

In the world above, are variqus degrees of happineſs, 
various ſeats of honour. Some will riſe to more illu- 
ſtrious diſtinctions, and richer joys f. Some, like veſ- 
ſels of ample capacity, will admit more copious acceſ- 
lions of light and excellence. Yet there will be no 
want, no deficiency, in any; but a fulneſs both of 
divine ſatisfactions, and perſonal perfections. Lach 
will enjoy a the good, and be adorned with alt tha 
glory, that his heart can with, or his condition ra- 
ceive. None will know what it is to envy. Not the 
leaſt malevolence, nor the leaſt ſelfiſhneſs, but everlaſt- 
ing friendſhip prevails, and a mutual complacency in 
each ather's delight. Love, cordial love, will give e- 
very particular faint a participation of all the fruitions t, 
which are diffuſed through the whole aſſembly of the 
bleſſed. No one eclip/es, but each reflets light upon 

bits; all 
enlightened by the great Fountain, and all enlighten- 
ing one another. By which recipracal communica- 
tion of pleaſure and amity, each will be continually 
22 from, each inceſſantly adding to, the general 
elicity. | ö | 

Happy, ſupremely happy they, who are admitted 
into the celeſtial manſions. Better to be a door-keep- 
er in thoſe © ivory palaces ||,” than to fill the moſt 
gorgeous throne on earth. The very loweſt place at 
Gop's right hand, is diſtinguiſhed honour, and con- 
ſummate bliſs —O ! that we may, in ſome meaſure, 
anticipate that beatific ſtate, while we remain in our 
baniſhment below! May we, by rejoicing in the ſupe- 
rior proſperity of another, make it our own.) and, pro: 
vided the general reſult is harmony, be content, be 
pleaſed with whatſoever part is aſſigned to our ſhare 
in the univerſal choir of affair s. | 


WuiLlE I am conſidering the heayenly bodies, I 
muſt not entirely forget thoſe fundamental laws of our 
modern aſtronomy, projection and attraction. One of 
which is the all-combining cement, the other is the 
ever-operative ſpring, of the mighty frame.—In the 
beginning, the all-creating F14aT impreſſed a proper 


| * Iſ. lx. 20. 

+ 1 Cor. xv. 41. 42. The great Mr Mede prefers the ſenſe 
here given; and the learned Dr Hammond admits it into his pa- 
raphraſe : whoſe joint authority, though far from excluding 
1 yet is a ſufficient warrant for this application of the 
words, i 2 25 

+ Tolle invidiam, et tuum eft quod habeo : tolle inuidiam, et 
meum «ft quod habes, AVGUSTINE. | Pſal. xlv. 8. 
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degree of motion on each of thoſe whirling orbs. 
Which, if not controlled, would have carried them 
on, in {trait lines, and to endleſs lengths; till they 
were even loſt in the abyſs of ſpace. But the gravita- 
ting property, being added to the prejedtile force, de- 
termined their courſes to a circular * form; and obli- 
ged the reluctant rovers to perform their deſtined 
rounds. Were either of thoſe cauſes to ſuſpend their 
action, all the harmoniouſly-moving ſpheres would be 
diſconcerted; would degenerate into ſluggiſh inactive 
maſſes; and, falling into the central fire, be burnt to 
aſhes ; or elſe would exorbitate into wild confuſion; 
and each, by the rapidity of its whirl, be qiſſipated in- 
to atoms. But the impulſive and attractive energy 
being moſt nicely attempered to each other; and, un- 
der the immediate operation of the Almighty, exert- 
ing themſelves in perpetual concert; the various globes 
run their radiant races, without the leaſt interruption 
or the leaſt deviation; ſo as to create the alternate 
changes of day and night, and diſtribute the uſeful vi- 
ciſſitudes of /ucceeding ſeaſons ; ſo as to anſwer all the 
great ends of a gracious. providence, and procure eve- 
ry comfortable convenience for univerſal nature. 

Does not this conſtitution of the material, very na- 
turally lead the thoughts to thoſe grand wr to! th of 
the moral and devotional world, faith and love? — Theſe 
are often celebrated by the inſpired apoitle, as a com- 
prehenſive ſummary of the goſpel f. Theſe inſpirit 
the breaſt, and regulate the progreſs, of each private 
Chriſtian. Theſe unite the whole congregation of 
the faithful to Gop, and one another: to Gop, 
the great centre, in the bonds of gratitude and devo- 
tion; to one another, by a reciprocal intercourſe 
of brotherly affections, and friendly offices. —If you 
xk, Why is it impoſſible for the true believer to live 
at all adventures? to /tagnate in floth, or habitually 


to deviate from duty? — We anſwer, It is owing to, 


&« bis faith, working by love f.“ He aſſuredly truſts, 
that CurisT has ſuſtained the infamy, and endured 
the torment due to his fins. He firmly relies on that 
divine propitiation, for the pardon of all his guilt ; 
and humbly expects everlaſting ſalvation, as the pur- 
chaſe of his Saviour's merits. This produces ſuch a 


ſpirit of gratitude, as refines his inclinations, and ani- 


mates lis whole behaviour. He cannot, he cannot 
run to exceſs of riot; becauſe love to his adorable Re- 
deemer, like a ſtrong, but ſilken curb, ſweetly reſtrains 
him. He cannot, he cannot lie lulled in a lethargic indo- 
lence, becauſe love to the ſame infinite Benefactor, like a 
pungent, but endearing ſpur, pleaſingly excites him. 
In a word, faith ſupplies the. powerful impulſe, 
while love gives the determining bias; and leads the 
willing fect, through the whole circle of Gop's com- 
mandments. By the united efficacy of theſe heavenly 


graces, the Chriſtian conduct is preſerved, in the uni- 


tormity and beauty of holineſs; as, by the blended 
power of thoſe Nerotonian principles, the ſolar ſyſtem 
revolves, in a ſteady and magnificent regularity. 


How admirable, how extenſive, how diverſified, is 


I am aware, the planetary orbits are not ſtrictly circular, 
but rather elliptical, However, as they are but a ſmall remove 
from the perfectly round figure, ad. partake of it incompa- 
rably more than the trajectories of the comets, I chuſe to re- 


preſent the thing in this view. Eſpecially, becauſe the notion 


of a circle is ſo much more intelligible to the generality of 
readers, than that of an ellipſis; and becauſe I laid it down 
for a rule, not to admit any ſuch ab/ruſe ſentiment, or difficult 
expreſſion, as ſhould demand a painful attention, inſtead of 
raiſing an agreeable idea, For which reaſon, I have avoided 
technica. terms ; have taken no notice of Fupiter's ſatellites, 
or Saturn's ring ; have not ſo much as mentioned the names 
of the plauets, nor attempted to wade into any depths of the 
ſcience ; leit, to thoſe who have no opportunity of uſing the 


| teleſcope, or of acquainting themſclves with a ſyſtem of aſtro- 
nomy, I ſhould propound riddles, rather than diſplay enter- 


taining and edvify:ng truths. 


. + Col. L 4. Philem, ver. 5 f Gal. v. 6. 
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the force of this ſingle principle, attraction * — This 
penetrates the very eſſence of all bodies, and diffuſes 
itſelf to the remoteſt limits of the mundane ſyſtem.— 
By this, the worlds impreſſed with motion, hang e 
balanced on their centres +; and, though orbs of im. 
menſe magnitude, require nothing but this amazin 

property for their ſupport. Io this we aſcribe a phz. 
nomenon, of a v ifferent kind, the * hs the 
atmoſphere; which, though a yielding and expanſive 
fluid, yet conſtipated by an attractive energy, ſur- 
rounds the whole globe, and incloſes every creature, 
as it were, with a tight bandage. An expedient this, 
abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve the texture of our bo- 
dies; and indeed, to maintain every ſpecies of animal 
exiſtence. Attraction! Urged by this wonderful im. 
petus, the rivers circulate, copious and unintermitted, 
among all the nations of the earth; ſweeping with ra- 
pidity down the ſteeps, or ſoftly ebbing through the 
plains. Impelled by the fame myſterious: force, the. 
nutritious juices are detached from the ſoil; and, a- 
ſcending the trees, find their way through millions of 
the fineſt meanders, in order to transfuſe vegetative life 
into all the branches.—This confines the ocean within 
proper bounds. Though the waves thereof roar; 
though they toſs themſelves, with all the madneſs of 
indignant rage; yet, checked by this potent, this ine- 
vitable curb, they are unable to paſs even the {light 
barrier of ſand. To this the mountains owe that un- 
ſhaken firmneſs, which laughs at the ſhock of career- 
ing winds; and bids the tempeſt, with all its mingled 
horrors, impotently rave. By virtue of this inviſible 
mechaniſm, without the aid of crane or pulley, or 
any inſtrument of human device, many thouſand tons 
of water are raiſed, every moment, into the regions 
of the firmament. By this, they continue fuſtended in 
thin air, without any capacious ciſtern to contain their 
ſubſtance, or any maſſy pillars to ſuſtain their weight. 
By this ſame variouſty-acting power, they return to 
the place of their native reſidence ; diſtilled in gentle 
falls of dew, or precipitated in impetuous ſhowers of 
rain. They ide into the fields in fleecy flights of 
ſnow, or are darted upon the houſes in clattering 
ſtorms of hail. This occaſions the ſtrong coheſſon of 
ſolid bodies. Without which, our large machines 
could exert themſelves with no vigour ; and the nicer 
utenſils of life would elude our expectations of ſervice. 
This affords a foundation for all thoſe delicate or noble 
mechanic arts, which furniſh mankind with number- 


leſs conveniencies, both of ornament and delight. 


In ſhort, this is the prodigious balla/?, which com- 
poſes the equilibrium, and conſtitutes the ſtability of 
things ; this the great chain, which forms the connec- 


tions of univerſal nature; and the mighty engine, 


which prompts, facilitates, and, in good meaſure, ac- 
compliſhes all her operations. What complitated effects 
from a /ingle cauſe ! What profuſion amidſt frugali- 
ty! An unknown profuſion of benefits, with the ut- 
molt frugality of expence | 75 8 

And what is this attraction? Is it a quality, in its 
exiſtence, inſeparable from matter; and, in its acting, 
independent on the DEITY !—Qu 
It is the very finger of Gop; the conſtant impreſſion 
of divine power; a principle, neither innate in mat- 
ter, nor intelligible by mortals.-Does it not, how- 
ever, bear a conſiderable analogy to the agency of the 


HOLYGHOST, in the Chriſtian ceconomy ? Are 


not the gracious operations of the bleſſed Spirit, thus 
extenſive, thus ' admirable, thus various: — That al- 
oy ty Being tranſmits his gifts through every age, 
and communicates his graces to every adherent on the 


I mean the attraction both of gravitation and coheſion. 
+ Penderibus librata ſuis. Ovi. 


t See another remarkable inſtance of this kind, in the Ne- 


fleftions on a'Flower-Garden, page 41. col. 2.— together with a 
fine obſervation, quoted in the correſponding note, “. 
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„Al,, cither of illuſtrious memory, or of 
— tendency; in a word, * all the good that is 
« done upon earth, he doth it himſelf.” Strong in 
his aid, and in the power of bis might, the ſalnts of 
all times have trod vice under their feet; have triumph- 
ed over this abject world; and converſed in heaven, 
while they dwelt on earth. Net I, but the grace of 
GOD which was with me *, is the unanimous ac- 
knowledgment of them all.—By the fame Kindly 
ſuccours, the whole church is ſtill enlightened, quick- 
ened, and governed, Through his benign intlucyces, 
the ſcales. of. ignorance. fall from the 5 
the leproſy of evi! concupiſcence is purged from the 
will ; and the fetters, the more than adamantine fetters 
of habitual iniquity, drop off from the converſation. He 
breathes even upon dry bones +, and they live: they 
are animated with faith; they pant with ardent and hea- 
venly deſire; they exerciſe themſelves in all the duties 
of godlineſs.—His real, though ſecret, inſpiration, 
diſſolves the flint in the impenitent breaſt, and binds up 
the ſorrows of the broken heart; raiſes the thoughts high, 
in the elevations of holy hope; yet lays them low in 
the humiliations of inward abaſement; /tee/s the foul 
with impenetrable. reſolution, and perſevering forti- 
tude; at the ſame time, ſoftens it into a dove. like 
meckneſs, and melts it in penitential ſorrow, 


Wurn I contemplate thoſe ample and magnificent 
ſtructures, erected. over all the zthereal plains :— 
when I look upon. them. as ſo many ſplendid repoſi- 
tories of light, or fruitful abodes of life: — when I 
remember, that there may be other orbs, vaſtly more 
remote than thoſe which appear to our unaided fight ; 
orbs, whoſe effulgence, though travelling ever lince 
the creation, is not yet arrived upon our coaſts | :— 
when I ſtretch my t hts to the innumerable orders 
of being, which inhabit all thoſe ſpacious ſyſtems ; 
from the /oftieſt ſeraph, ta the loweſt reptile ; from 
the armies of angels, which ſurround the throne of 
IEHOVAA, to the. puny nations, Which tinge with 
blue the ſurface of the plum |}, or mantle the ſtand- 
ing pool with green :—how various appear the links 
in this immenſe chain ! how vaſt the gradations in 
this univerſal ſcale of exiſtence! Yet all theſe, though 
ever ſo vaſt and various, are the wort of Go 0's hand, 
and are full of his preſence. 

He rounded in his palm thoſe dreadfully-large 
globes, which are pendulous in the vault of heaven. 


* 1 Cor. xv. 10. 

| + See that beautiful piece of ſacred and allegorical imagery 
diſplayed, Ezek, xxxvii. 

+ If this conjecture (which has no leſs a perſon than the 
celebrated Mr Huygens for its author) concerning unſeen ſtars, 
be true ;—it, to this obſervation, be added, what is affirmed 
by our ſkilful aſtronomers, that the motion of the rays of light 
is ſo ſurpriſingly ſwift, as to paſs through ten millions of miles 
in a ſingle minute :--how vaſt ! beyond imagination vaſt and 
unmeaſurable, are the ſpaces of the univerſe While the mind 
is diſtended with the grand idea; or rather, while ſhe is diſpatch- 
ing her ableſt powers of piercing judgment, and excurſive fancy; 
and finds them all dropt ſbort; all baffled by the amazing ſub- 
ject: permit me to apply chat ſpirited exclamation, and noble 
remark— 2d | 3 

—- — Say, proud arch, 

Built with divine ambition; in diſdain 

Of limit built ; built in the taſte, of heav'n | 
Vaſt concave. l ample dome! waſt thou deſign'd 
A meet apartment for the Net Ty.? 
Not ſp : that thought None thy tate impairs 3 
Thy 2 finks ; and ſhallows thy profound ; 
And ftreightegs thy gif 


WWE 


Night-Thoughts, No IX. 
1 Ev'a the blue down the purple plum ſurrounds, 
A living world, thy failing fight confounds. 
To HIM a peopled habitation ſhews, | 
Where millions taſte the bounty G o beſtows. 
See a beautiful and infiruftive poem, fiyled—DE1ITTY. 
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He kindled thoſe aſtoniſhingly-bright fires, which fill 
the firmament with a flood of glory. By him they 
are ſuſpended in fuid æther, and cannot be ſhaken : 
by him they diſpenſe a perpetual tide of beams, and 
are never exhauſted, He formed, with inexpreſſible 
nicety, that delicately-fine collection of tubes ; that 
unknown multiplicity of ſubtile ſprings, which orga- 
nize and actuate the frame of the minuteſt inſect. 
He bids the crimſon current roll ; the vital movements 
play ; and affociates a world of wonders, even in an 
animated point *,—In all theſe is a ſignal exhibition of 
creating power ; to all theſe are extended the ſpecial 
regards of preſerving goodneſs. From hence let me 
learn to rely on the providence, and to revere the pre- 
ſence, of the Supreme Majeſty. 5 


To rely on his providence. — For, amidſt that incon- 


ceivable number and variety of beings, which ſwarm 
through the regions of creation, not one is overlook» 
ed, not one is neglected, by the great omnipotent 
Cauſe of all. However inconſiderable in its character, 
or diminutive in its ſize, it is {till the production of the 
univerſal Maker, and ee to the family of the almigh- 
ty Father? What? though inthroned archangels enjoy 
the ſmiles of his countenance! yet the low inhabitants of 
the earth, the moſt deſpicable worms of the ground, are 
not excluded from his providential care. Though the ma- 
nifeſtation of his perfections is vouchſafed to holy and 
intellectual eſſences; his ear is open to the cries of the 
young raven. His eye is attentive to the wants, and to 
the welfare, of the very meaneſt births of nature. How 
much leſs, then, are his own people diſregarded ? 
thoſe, for whom he has delivered his beloved Son to 
death, and for whom he has prepared habitations of 
eternal joy. They diſregarded! No. Tax y are 
„kept as the apple of an eye.” The very hairs of 
their head are all numbered. The fondeſt mother 
may forget the infant, that is dandled upon her 
« Enees,” and ſucks at her breaſt f, much ſooner 


* There are living creatures abundantly ſmaller than the mite, 
Mr Bradley, in his treatiſe on gardening, mentions an inſect, 
which, after accurate examination, he found to be a thouſand 
times /e/s than the /eaft viſible grain of ſand. Yet ſuch an inſet, 
though quite imperceptible to the naked eye, is an elephant, is 
a whale, compared with other animalcules almoſt infinitely more 
minute, diſcovered by Mr L-wenhoeck,—If we conſider the ſe- 
veral limbs which compoſe ſuch an organized particle; the 
different muſcles which actuate ſuch a ſet of limbs; the flow 
of ſpirits, incomparably more attenuated, which put thoſe 
muſcles in motion; the variqus fluids which circulate ; the 
different ſecretions which are performed ; together with the 
peculiar minuteneſs of the ſolids, before they arrive at their 
full growth; not to mention other more aſtoniſbing modes of 
diminution :—ſure, we ſhall have the utmoſt reaſon to acknow- 
ledge, that the adored Maker is —MAximus IN MINIMIS ; 
greatly glorious even in his ſmalleſt works. | | . 


+ , xlix. 15. Can a woman forget her ſucking child, that 


Jbe ſbould nat have compaſſion on the ſon of her womb? Yea, they 
may forget: yet will I not forget thee, How delicate and ex- 
preſſive are the images in this charming ſcripture ! How full 
of beauty, if beheld in a cricical, how rich with conſolation, if 
conſidered in a believing, view |! —Can a woman! one of 
the ſofter ſex ; whoſe nature is moſt impreſſible, and whoſe 
paſſions are remarkably tender ;—can ſuch a one, not bare- 
ly diſregard, but entirely forget; not ſuſpend her care for a 
while, but utterly eraſe the very memory—of her child; her 
own child, not another's; a child that was formed in her womb, 
and is a part of herſelf ?—her ſon; the more important, and 
therefore more deſirable ſpecies; to whom it peculiarly belongs 
to preſerye the name, and build up the family: — her only ſon; 
for the world is ſingular, and refers to a caſe, where the off: 
ſpring, not being numerous, but centered in a ſingle birth, muſt 
be 1 of the fondeſt endearment: Can ſhe diveſt her 
ſelt of all concern for ſuch a child ; not when he is grown up 
to maturity, or gone abroad from her houſe; but while he con- 
tinues in an infantile ſtate, and muſt owe his whole ſafety to her 
kind attendanee ; while he lies in her boſom, reſts on ker arm 

and even fucks at her breaſt ?—Ef, pecially, is the poor innocent 
be racked with pain, or ſeized by ſome ſevere affliction; and ſo 


become an object of compaſſion, as yell as gf loye. ' Can the 


* 


&© 
He 
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than the Father of everlaſting compaſſions can diſcon- 
tinue, or remit, his watchful tenderneſs to his people 
his children—his heirs. 

Let this teach me alſo a more lively ſenſe of the 
divine prefence.—All the rolling worlds above, all the 
living atoms. below, together with all the beings that 
intervene betwixt theſe wide extremes, are vouchers 
for an ever-preſent Deity. + God has not left himſclt 
« without witneſs. ” The marks of his footſteps are 
evident in every place, and the touches of his finger 
diſtinguiſhable in every creature. © Thy name is fo mgh, 


t04 


„ O thou all-ſupporting, all-informing LoRD; and 


« that do thy wondrous works declare x. Thy goodnels 
&« arms in the morning-ſun, and refreſhes in the even- 
« ing-breeze. Thy glory ſhines in the lamps of mid- 
« night, and ſmiles in the bloſſoms of ſpring. We 
& ſee a trace of thy incomprehenſible deur in the 
« boundleſs extent of things; and a 22 of thy ex- 
« quiſite ſkill, in thoſe almoſt evaneſcent ſparks of life, 
« the inſect race. How ſtupid is this heart of mine, 
that, amidſt ſuch a multitude of remembrancers, throng- 
ing on every ſide, I ſhould forget thee a ſingle moment! 
Grant me, thou great I AM; thou ſource and ſupport 
of univerſal exiſtence ;—O grant me, an enlightened 
eye, to diſcern thee in every object ; and a devout heart, 
to adore thee on every occaſion. Initead of living 
without Go p in the world, may I be ever with him, 
and ſee all things full of him ! 


— — The plitt ring ſtars, 

By the deep ear of meditation heard, 

Still in their midnight-watches fing of HIM. 

He nods a calm. The tempeſt blows his wrath« 

The thunder is his voice; 8 Fre red 44% 

His ſpeedy ſtbord of juſtice. At his touc 

3 4 1 ſhakes the ſolid earth, 

And rocks the nations. - Nor in theſe alone, 

In ev'ry common inſtance GOD is ſeen. 
TnomMsoN's Spring. 


Ir the beautiful {pangles which a clear night pours 
on the beholder's eye ; it thoſe other fires which beam, 
in remoter ſkies, and are diſcoverable only by, that 
revelation to the ſight, the teleſcope ; if all thoſe bright 
millions are ſo many fountains of day, enriched with 
native and independent luſtre, illuminating planets, 
and enlivening ſyſtems. of their own +: what pomp, 
how majeſtic and ſplendid, is diſcloſed in the midnight- 
ſcene! What riches are diſſeminated through all thoſe 
namberleſs provinces of the great JEHovan's empire 
— Grandeur beyond expreſſion Vet there is not the 
meaneſt {lave, but carries greater wealth in his own 
boſom, poſſeſſes ſuperior dignity in his own perſon. 
The ſeul, that informs his clay ;—the ſoul, that teaches 
him to think, and enables him to chuſe ; that qualifies 
him to reliſh rational pleaſure, and to breathe ſublime 
deſire } ;—the ſoul, that is endowed with ſuch noble 


hear its piercing cries; can ſhe ſee it all reſtleſs, all helpleſs, un- 
der its miſery ; and feel no emotions of parental pity If one 
ſuch monſter of inhumanity might be found; could all (here 
the prophet, to give his compariſon the utmoſt energy, changes 
the ſingular number into the plural. It is not N 3, or 
rm n but no 1, could all mothers be ſo degenerate ? 
This, ſure, cannot be ſuſpected, need not be feared. Much 
leſs need the true believer be apprehenlive of the failure of my 
kindneſs. An univerſal extinction of thoſe fronge/t affections 
of nature, is a more ſuppoſable caſe, than that I ſhould ever 
be unmindful of my people, or regardleſs of their intereſts. 
7 „ Pſal. lxxv. 2 
+ Conſult with Reaſon, Reaſon will reply, E 
Each /ucid point, which glows in yonder ſky, 
Informs a /y/tem in the boundleſs ſpace, 1 * 

And fills, with glory, its appointed place: _ 
With beams unborrow'd, brightens other ſækies 
And worlds, to thee unknown, with heat and life ſupplies 


„ 


4 ” 
. 


The Univer ſe, 


I ln this reſpect, as veſted with ſuch capacities, the ſoul e- 
ven of fallen men has an unqueſtionable greatneſs and dignity; 


is majeſtic, though in ruin. 


the STARRY HEAVENS. 


faculties, and, above all, is diſtinguiſhed with tha 
dreadful, the glorious capacity, of being pained, or 
blefſed for ever this ſoul ſurpaſſes in worth, what.. 
ever the eye can ſee; whatever of material the fancy 
can imagine. Before one ſuch intellectual being, all 
the treaſure and all the magnificence of unintelligent 
creation becomes poor and contemptible &. For this 
ſoul, Omnipotence itſelf has waked, and worked, 
through every age. To convince this ſoul, the funda- 
mental laws of nature have been controlled; and the 
moſt amazing miracles have alarmed all the ends of 
the earth. Io /trudt this ſoul, the wiſdom of hea- 


ven has been transfuſed into the ſacred page; and 


miſſionaries have been.ſent from the great King, who 
reſides in light unapproachable. To /an@ify this ſoul, 
the almighty Comforter takes the wings of a dove; 
and, with a ſweet transforming influence, broods on 
the human heart. And O!] to redeem this ſoul from 
guilt, to reſcue it from hell, the heaven of heavens was 
bowed, and Gop himſelf came down to dwell in duſt. 

Let me pauſe a while upon this important ſubject, 
—What are the ſchemes which engage the attention 
of eminent ſtateſmen, and mighty monarchs, compa- 
red with the grand intereſts of an immortal ſoul ? The 
ſupport of commerce, and the ſucceſs of armies, 
though extremely-weighty affairs ; yet, if laid in the 
balance againſt the ſalvation of a ſoul, are lighter than the 
downy teather, poiſed againſt talents of gold. To fave a 
navy from /4ipwwreck, or a kingdom from /avery, are 
deliverances of the moſt momentous nature, which 
the tranſactions of mortality can admit. But O! how 
they ſhrink into an inconſiderable trifle, if (their aſpect 
upon immortality forgot) they are ſet in competition 
with the delivery of a ſingle ſoul, from the anguiſh 
and horrors of a diſtreſſed eternity + / 

Is ſuch the importance of the ſoul! what vigilance 
then can be too much, or rather what holy ſolicitude 
can be ſufficient, for the overſeers of the Saviour's flock, 
and the guardians of this great, this venerable, this 
invaluable charge ?—Since ſuch is the importance of 
the ſoul, wilt thou not, O man, be watchful for the 
preſervation of thy own? Shall every caſual incident 
awaken thy concern ; every tranſitory toy command 
thy regard? And ſhall the welfare of thy ſoul, a work 
of continual occurrence, a work of endleſs conſequence, 
ſue, in vain, for thy ſerious care. Thy ſoul, thy 
ſoul is thy all. If this be E thou art greatly rich, 
and wilt be . appy- If this be 5 „a Whole 
world acquired, will leave thee in poverty; and all 
its delights enjoyed, will abandon thee to miſery. 


I HAvE often been charmed, and awed, at the ſight 
of the nocturnal heavens; even before I knew. how 
to conſider them in their proper circumſtances of 
majeſty and beauty. Something, like magic, has ſtruck 
my mind, on a tranſient and unthinkin ſurvey of 
the zthereal vault, tinged throughout with the pureſt 
azure, and decorated with innumerable ſtarry lamps. 
I have felt, I know not what, powerful and aggran- 
dizing impulſe ; which ſeemed to ſnatch me from the 
low intanglements of vanity, and prompted an ardent 
ſigh for ſublimer objects. Methought, I heard, even 
from the ſilent ſpheres, a commanding call, to ſpurn 


I beg leave to tramcribe a pertinent paſſage, from that ce- 
lebrated maſter of reaſon, and univerſal literature, Dr Bent- 
ley ; whom no one can be tempted to ſuſpect either tinctured 
with enthuſiaſm, or warped to bigotry." If we conſider,” 
ſays he, © the dignity of an intelligent being, and put that in 


the ſcale againſt brute and inanimate matter, we may affirm, 


« without overvaluing human natyre, that the ſoul of one 
*F. virtuous and religious man is of greater worth and excellen- 
i cy, than the ſun, and his planets, and all the ſtars in the 
& world.” See his ſermons at Boyle's lect. No 8. 


+ Not all yon luminaries quench'd at once 
Were half ſo ſad, as one benighted mind, 


| Which gropes for happineſs, and meets deſpair. 
Night-Thoughts, No IX. 


CONTEMP LATIONS on 


zect earth, and pant after unſeen delights. — 
8 I hope 1 imbibe more alt this 
moral emanation of the ſkies, when, in ſome ſuch man. 
ner as the preceding, they are rationally ſeen, and 
the ſight 18 duly improved. The ſtars, I truſt, will 
teach 2s well as ſhine; and help to diſpel, both na- 
ture's gloom, and my intellectual darkneſs. To ſome 
people, they diſcharge no better a ſervice, than that 
of holding a flambeau to. their feet, and ſoftening the 
horrors of their night. To me and my friends, —4 
they act as miniſters of a ſuperior order, as counſel- 
lors of wiſdom, and guides to happineſs! Nor will 
they fail to execute this nobler office, if they gently 
light our way into the knowledge of their adored Ma- 
ker; if they point out, with their ſilver rays, our path 
to his beatific preſence. 

I gaze, I ponder. I ponder, I gaze; and think in- 
effable things. I roll an eye of awe and admiration. 
Again and again I repeat my raviſhed views ;. and can 
never ſatiate either my curioſity, or my inquiry. I 
ſpring my thoughts into this immenſe field, till even 
fancy tires upon her wing. I find wonders ever new ; 
wonders more and more amazing.—Yet, after all my 
preſent inquiries, what a mere nothing do I know; by 
all my future ſearches, how little ſhall I be able to 
learn, of thoſe yaſtly-diſtant ſuns, and their circling 
retinue of worlds! Could I pry with Newton's piercing 
ſagacity, or launch into his extenfive ſurveys; even 
then my apprehenſions would be little better, than 
thoſe dim and ſcanty images, which the mole, juſt 
emerged from her cavern, receives on her feeble op- 
tic. This, ſure, ſhould repreſs all impatient or im- 
moderate ardor to pry into the ſecrets of the ſtarry 
ſtructures, and make me more particularly careful to 
cultiyate my heart. To fathom the depths of the di- 
vine effence, or to ſcan univerſal nature with a criti- 
eal exactneſs, is an attempt which ſets the acuteſt phi- 
k «eo very nearly on a level with the idiot; ſince it is 

moſt, if not altogether, as impracticable by the for- 
mer, as by the latter 

Be it, then, my chief ſtudy, not to purſue what is 
abſolutely unattainable ; but rather to ſeek what is 
obvious to find, eaſy to be acquired, and of ineſti- 
mable advantage when poſſeſſed. O!] let me ſeek that 
charity which edifieth *, that faith which purifieth. 
Love, humble love, not conceited ſcience, keeps the 
door of heaven, Faith, achild-like faith in Iꝝxsus; not the 
haughty ſelf-ſufficient ſpirit, which ſcorns to be ignorant 
of any thing; preſents a key + to thoſe abodes of bliſs. 
— Thus preſent ſtate is the ſcene deſtined to the exerciſe 
of devotion; the inviſible world is the place appointed 
for the enjoyment of knowledge. There the dawn of or 
infantile minds will be advanced to the maturity of 
perfect day; or rather, there our midnight-ſhades will 


I need not inform my reader, that in this 


* 1 Cor. viii. 1. 
text, in that admirable chapter, 1 Cor. xiii. and in various o- 
ther paſſages of ſcripture, the word charity ſhould by no means 
be confined to the particular act of alms-giving, or external 
beneficence. It is of a much more exalted and extenſive na- 


ture, It fignifies that divinely- precious grace, which warms the 


foul with ſupreme love to GoD, and enlarges it with diſintere/t+ 
ed affection for men. Which renders it the reigning care of 
the life, and chief delight of the heart, to promote the happi- 
neſs of the one, and the glory of the other.—This, this, is 
that charity of which ſo many excellent things are every where 
ſpoken ; which can never be too highly extolled, or too car» 


neſtly coveted, ſince it js the image of Go p, and the very 


ſpirit of heaven. 


+ The righteouſneſs of CHAT. This is what Mil Tow 


ſtyles, ; 
— — The olden key, ; 
That opes the palace of Eternity. | 
No v. Wn. HY | 1 


* ot . = 


Maker. 


the STARRY HEAVENS. 
be brightened into all the luſtre of noon. There the 


10g 


. fouls which come from the ſchool of faith, and bring 


with them the principles of love, will dwell in hght 
itſelf ; will be obſcured with no darkneſs at all; will 
know, even as they are known *.—Such an acquain- 
tance, therefore, do I deſire to form, and to carry on 
ſuch a correſpondence, with the heavenly bodies, as 
may ſhed a benign influence on the ſeeds of grace im- 

lanted in my breaſt. Let the exalted tracts of the 
e ſink my ſoul into deep humiliation, Let 
thoſe eternal fires kindle in my heart an adoring grati- 
tude to their almighty Sovereign. Let yonder ponde- 
rous and enormous globes, which reſt on his ſupport- 
ing arm, teach me an unſhakter affiance in their incarnate 
Then ſhall I be—if not wiſe as the aſtrono- 


mical adept, yet wisE UNTO SALVATION, 


Having now walked and worſhipped in this uni- 
verſal temple, that is arched with ſkies, emblazed with 
ſtars, and extended even to immenſity: having caſt 
an eye, like the enraptured patriarch 4; an eye of 
reaſon and devation, through the magnificent ſcene : 
with the former, having diſcovered an infinitude of 
worlds; and with the latter, having met the Deity in 
every view :—having beheld, as Meſes in the flaming 
buſh, a glimpſe of JEnovan's excellencies! reflect- 
ed from the ſev planets, and ſtreaming from my- 
riads of celeſtial luminaries :—having read various leſ- 
ſons in that ſtupendous book of wiſdom , where un- 
meaſurable ſheets of azure compoſe the page; and 
arbs of radiance write in everlaſting characters, a 
comment on our creed :—what remains, but that I cloſe 
the midnight- ſolemnity, as our Lo APD concluded his 
grand facramental inſtitution, with a ſong of praiſe * 
—And behold a hymn, ſuited to the ſublime occaſion, 
indited by || inſpiration itſelf, transferred into our 
language, by + one of the happieſt efforts of human 
Wr | 


The ſpacious firmament on high, 

With all the blue ethereal A, 

And ſpangled heav'ns, a ſhming frame, 
Their great Original proclaim : a lt cok 
Th' unweary'd Sun, from day to day, .4 
Dogs his Creator's pow'r diſplay; © : 
And publiſhes to ev'ry land, 
The work of qn almghty band. 


Soon as the ev*ning-ſhades prevail, 
The Moon takes up the wondrous tale ; 
And nightly, to the liſt ning Earth, | 
Repeats the ſtory of her birth: 4 5 
While all the ſtars, that round her burn, 
And all the planets in their turn, 
Confirm the tidings as they roll, | 
And ſpread the truth from pole to pole. 


What though, in ſolemn filence, all 
Move round the dark terreſtrial ball? 
What though nor real voice nor 
Amid their radiant orbs be found: 

In Reaſen ear they all rejoice, E a 
And eng rn a glorious wire, 20088 
For ever fenging, as they ſhine, un 
The hand that made us, is divine. = 


9 x Cor, xiii. 12, + Gen. xv. 5. 
T — — For heaven [21 
Is as the book of God before thee ſet, | 
Wherein to read his wondrous works, ML r. 
| | Pfal. xix. 
4 ADD130n, SpeF. vol. VI. No 465. 
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Storms and Tempeſts may calm the ſoul—-Snow and Ice be taught to warm the heart, and praiſe the 
Anonym. Lett. to the Author. 


Creator. 
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AC 1S true, in the delightful ſeaſons, HIS ten- 


JE? 


7 derneſs and HIS love are moſt eminently 
L209 diſplayed. —In the vernal months, all is 
bcauty to the eye, and muſic to the ear. 
The clouds drops fatneſs ; the air ſoftens into balm 3; 
and flowers in rich abundance ipring where-ever we 
tread, bloom where-ever we look.— Amidſt the burn- 
ing heats of { mmer, HE expands the leaves, and thick- 
ens the ſhades. He ſpreads the cooling arbor to re- 
ceive us, and awakes the gentle breeze to fan us: 
The moſs ſwells into a couch, for the repoſe of our 
bodies; while the rivulet ſoftly rolls, and ſweetly 
murmurs, to ſooth our imagtnation.—In autumn, 
HIS bounty covers the fields with a profuſion of 
nutrimental treaſure, and bends the boughs with 
loads of delicious fruit. - He furniſhes his hoſpitable 
board with preſent plenty, and prepares a copious 
magazine for future wants. But is it only in theſe 
ſmiling periods of the year, that Go p, the all-graci- 
ous G oD, is ſeen? Has winter, ſtern winter, no to- 
kens of his preſence ? Yes : all things are eloquent of 
his praiſe. “ His way is in the whirlwind.” Storms 
and tempeſts fulfil his word, and extol his power. 
Even piercing froſts bear witneſs to his neſs, 
while they bid the ſhivering nations tremble at his 
wrath.—Be winter then, for a while, our theme “. 
Perhaps, thoſe barren ſcenes may be fruitful of intel- 
lectual improvement. Perhaps, that rigorous cold, 
which binds the earth in icy chains, may ſerve to 
enlarge our hearts, and warm them with holy love. 


SEE! how the day is ſhortened! The ſun, detained 
in fairer climes, or engaged in more agreeable ſervi- 
ces, riſes, like an unwilling viſitant, with tardy and 
reluctant ſteps. He. walks, with a ſhy. indifference, 
along the edges of the ſouthern ſky; caſting an oblique 
— he juſts looks upon our dejected world; and 
carcely ſcatters light rauf the thick air. Dim is 

a is gleams, while he con- 
tinues. Or, if he chance to wear a brighter aſpect, 
gay in 


and a cloudleſs brow ; yet, like the young and 
Our | , tilÞ he is 
gone, is in haſte to depart.—And let bs epart. 


the houſe of mourning, he ſeems unea 


* A ſketch of this nature, I muſt acknowledge, is quite 
different from the ſuhject of the book; and; I cannot but de- 
clare, way as far-diſtant from the thoughts of the author. But 
the deſire of ſeveral acquaintance, together with an intimation 


of its uſefulneſs, by a very polite letter from an unknown hand, 
(which has unde/ignedly furniſhed me with the beſt motto 1 


could recolle&), prevailed wich me to add a few deſcriptive 
touches, and improving hints, on what is ſo often experienced 


in theſe northern regions. I hope, the attempt 1 have made 
to oblige theſe gentlemen, will obtain the approbation, or, at 
leaſt, the excuſe, of my other readers. 


See note below. 


Why ſhould we with for his longer ſtay, ſince he can 
ſhew us nothing but the creation in diſtrefs ? The 
flow families he dead, and the tuneful tribes are 
ſtruck dumb. The trees, ſtript of their verdure, and 
laſhed by ſtorms, ſpread their naked arms to the en- 
raged and relentleſs heavens. Fragrance no longer 
floats in the air; bnt chilling damps hover, or cut- 
ting gales blow. Nature, diveſted of all her beauti- 
ful robes, ſits, like a forlorn diſconſolate widow, in her 
weeds. While winds, in doleful accents, howl; and 
rains, in repeated ſhowers, weep. 

We regret not, therefore, the ſpeedy departure of 
the day. When the room is hung with funeral black, and 
diſmal objects are all around; who would defire to have 
the g/immering taper kept alive ? which can only diſcover 
fpedfactes of ſorrow, can only make the horror viſible. 
—And, ſince this mortal hfe is little better than a 
continual conflict with fin, or an unremitted ſtruggle 
with miſery ;z is it not a graczous ordination, which 
has reduced our age to a ſpan? Fourſcore years of tri- 
al, for the virtuous, are ſufficiently long ; and more 
than ſuch a term allowed to the wicked; would render 
them beyond all meafure vile. Our way to the king- 
dom of heaven lies through tribulations. 
then accuſe, ſhall we not rather %%, the providence, 
which has made the paſſage ſhort ? Soon, ſoon we croſs 
the vale of tears; and then arrive on the happy hills, 
where light for ever ſhines, where joy for ever ſmiles; 


SOMETIMES the day is rendered ſhorter ftill ; js al- 
moſt blotted out from the year *. The vapours gather; 
they thicken into an impenetrable gloom, and obſcure 
the face of the ſky. At length, the rains deſcend. 
The fluices of the firmament are opened; and the lou - 
hung clouds pour their congregated ſtores. Copious 
and unintermitted, ſtill they pour, and ſtill are unex- 
hauſted. The waters Snap inceſſantly from the caves, 
and ruſh in rapid ſtreams from the ſpouts, They roar 
along the channelled pavements, and ſtand-in foul ſhal- 
lows amidſt the village-ſtreets. Now, if the-inatten- 
tive eye, or n has left the roof hut ſcan- 
tily covered; the inſinu⸗ at finds its way in. 
to J flaw, 82 oozing through the ceiling, at once 
upbraids and chaſtiſes be careleſs inhabitant. The 
ploughman, ſoaked to the ſkin, leaves his half - tilled 
acre. The poor poultry, dripping with wet, croud into 
ſhelter. The tenants of the bough fold up their yy 
afraid to launch into the ſtreaming air. Phe beaſts, 
joyleſs and diſpirited, rummate under their ſheds. 


The roads ſwim, and the brooks ſwell.— The river, 
amidſt all this watery ferment, long contained itfelk 


* Involvere diem nimbi, et nox humida cœlum 


Abſtulit.— VII. 


Shall we 


e inſinuating element finds its way in- 


2 


A 


: but, ſwollen by rn 

ts, and rouſed at laſt into uncontrollable 
= burſts over its banks, ſhoots into the lain, bears 
down all oppolition, ſpreads itſelf far an 5 wide, and 
buries the meadow under a brown, ſluggiſh, ſoaking 


1 2 happy for man, that this inundation comes, 
when there arc no flowery crops in the valley, to be 


overwhelmed ; no fields ſtanding thick with corn, to 
be laid waſte ! At ſuch a juncture, it would have been 
ruin to the huſbandman and his family: but, tbus ti- 
med, it yields manure for his ground, and promiſes him 
riches in reverſion. _—How often, and how long, has 
the divine Majeſty bore with the moſt injurious aftronts 
from ſinners ! His oodneſs triumphed over their per- 
verſeneſs, and graciouſly refuſed to be exaſperated. 
But, O preſumptuous creatures, multiply no longer 
your provocations. Lp not, by repeated iniquities, 
the 5 arm to ſtrike; leſt his long-ſuffer- 
ing ceaſe, and his fierce anger break forth ; break forth 
like a flood of waters *, and ſweep you away into ir- 
recoverable and everlaſting perdition. 


within its appointed bounds 


How mighty ! how majeſtic! and O how myſte- 
rous are thy works, thou G OD of heaven, and 
LORD of nature! When the air is calm, where 9 | 
the /ormy winds ? In what chambers are they repoſed, 
or in what dungeons conlined ! till thou art pleaſed to 
awaken their rage, and throw open their priſon- doors. 
Then, with irreſiſtible imer they fly forth, ſcat» 
tering dread, and 53 deſtruction. 

The atmoſphere is hurled into the moſt tumultuous 
confuſion, The aereal torrent burſts its way over 
mountains, ſeas, and continents. All things feel the 
dreadful ſhock. All things tremble before the furious 
blaſt. The fore/?, vexed and tore, groans under the 
ſcourge. Her ſturdy ſons are ftrained to the very 
root, and almoſt ſweep 
ſhade. The ſtubborn oak, that diſdains to bend, is 
daſhed headlong to the ground ; and, with ſhattered 
arms, with — T9 trunk, blocks the road. While 
the flexile reed, that ſprings up in the marſh, yielding 
to the guſt, (as the meek and pliant temper to injuries, 
or the reſigned and patient ſpirit to misfortunes), eludes 
the force of the ſtorm, and ſurvives amidit the wide- 
ſpread havock. 

For a moment, the turbulent and outrageous ſky 
ſeems to be aſſuaged; but it intermits its wrath, only 
to increaſe its ſtrength, Soon the ſounding ſquadrons 


of the air return to the attack, and renew their rava- 


ges with redoubled fury. The ſtately dome rocks a- 
midſt the wheeling clouds. The impregnable tower 
totrers on its balis, and threatens to overwhelm whom 
it was intended to protect. The ragged rock is rent 
in pieces ? and even the hills, the perpetual hills, on 
their deep foundations, are ſcarcely Reuge Whars 
now is the place of ſafety? when the city reels, and 
houſes become heaps! Sleep affrighted flies. Diver- 
ſion is turned into horror. All is uproar in the ele- 
ment ; all is conſternation among mortals ; and no- 
thing, but one wide ſcene of rueful deyaſtation, 
through the land. Vet this is only an inferior miniſter 
of divine diſpleaſure ; the executioner of milder in- 
dignation. How then, O!! how will the lofty looks of 
man be humbled, and 55 baughtine/s of men be 1 7 


dun f, when the LORD GOD omuipotent ſhall 
* Hoſ. v. 10. 
| F 1 Rings Kik. 11. 
+ ——— Mortalia cor 
Per gentes humifis rav pubor.— 


x - 
rs 


One would almoft imagine, that Virgil had read Ifaigh, al 
borrowed Mis idevs rote cap. l. Vr. . Thee Ae and 
ſiravit of the one ſo exactly correſpond with the—humbled— 


bowed deun of the other; But, in one cipcumſiance, the 
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the ſoil they were wont te 
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meditate terror,—when he ſhall ſet all his terrors in 
array, when he riſes to judge the nations, and to ale 


terribly the earth ? | 
The ocean {wells with tremendous commotrons. The 


ponderous waves are heaved from their capacious bed, 
and almoſt lay bare the unfathomable deep. Flung 
into the moſt rapid agitation, they fweep over the 
rocks; they laſh the lofty cliffs; and tofs themſelves 
into- the clouds. Navies are rent from their anchors ; 
and, with all their enormous load, are whirled, ſwift 
as the arrow, wild as the winds, along the vaſt abyſs. 
Nov they climb the rolling mountain; they plough 
the frightful ridge; and ſeem to ſkim the ſkies. Anon 
they flange into the opening gulf; they loſe the fight 
of day; and are loſt themfelves to every eye. How 


vain is the pilot's art! how impotent the mariner's 
ſtrength! They reel to and fro, and Rag er in the 
e burſting 


jarring hold; or wag the cordage, . 
ſeas foam over the deck. Deſpair is in every face, and 
death fits threatening on every ſurge. - But why, O 
ye aſtoniſhed matiners, why ſhould you abandon 

ourſelves to deſpair ? Is the LORD's hand hr tened, 
Feat the waves of the ſea rage horribly? Is his 
ear deaſened by the roaring thunder, and the bellow- 
ing tempeſt? Cry, cry unto HIM, who © holdeth 
& the winds in his fiſt, and the waters in the hollow 
& of his hand,” HE is all-gracious to hear, and al- 
tight to fave. If H E command, the ſtorm ſhall be 
huſhed to ſilence; the billows ſhall ſublide into a 
calm; the lightnings ſhall lay their fiery bolts aſide ; 
and; inflead of ſinking in a watery grave, you mall 
find yourſelves brought to the geſired haven. 


SOMETIMES, after a joyleſs day, a more diſmal 
night ſucceeds.— The lazy, louring vapours had wove 
ſo thick a veil, as the meridian fun could ſcareely pe- 
netrate. What gloom then muſt overwhelm the noc- 
turnal hours! The moon withdraws her ſhining. 
Not a ſingle ſtar is able to ſtruggle through the deep 
arrangement of ſhades. All is pitchy darkneſs, with- 
out one enlivening ray. Haw folemn ! how awful! 
"Tis like the ſhroud of nature, or the return of chaos, 
I don't wonder, that it is the parent of terrors, and 
ſo apt to engender melancholy.—Lately the tempeſt 
marked its rapid way with miſchief ; now the night 
dreſſes her ſilent dato with Horror. | 

| have ſometimes left the beaming tapers, withdrawn 
from the ruddy fire, and plunged into the thickeſt of 
theſe ſooty ſhades; without regretting the change, 
rather exulting in it as a welcome deliverance. The 
bi gloom was pleaſing, was exhilarating, compared 
with the converſation I quitted. The ſpeech of my 
companions (how does it grieve me, that I ſhould ever 
once have occaſion to call them by that name !) was the 
language of darkneſs; was horror to the ſoul, ind 
torture to the ear &. Their teeth were ſpears and arrows, 


prophet is very much ſapevior to the poet. The prophet, by giving 
a ſtriking cent raſt to bis fetiflinerits, NL prefinih Theta ie 
parably- greater energy. He ſays not, men in the groſs, or the h 
man heart in general: dut men of the moſtelated looks; hearts big 
with the moſt arrogant imaginations : even theſe ſhall ſtoop from 
their ſupercilions heights ; even theſe ſhall grovel iq the duſt of a- 
b and ſhudder with all the extremes of an abject puſilla- 
nimity. | | 
* What has been ſaid, I aſk'd my ſoul, what done 2 
How flow'd our mirth ? or whence the ſource begun 
Perhaps, the. jeſt, that charm'd the ſprightly croud, 
And made the jovial table laugh {6 woch | 
To ſome fal/e notion ow'd its poor pretence, 
To an ambiguous word's perverted ſenſe; 
To a wild ſonnet, or 4 wanton air, % In 
| R — „ 
Perhaps, ie pleaſing ſtream was brought 5 
From I man's error, — another's fault > ; 
From topics, which good-nature would forget, 


And prudence mention with the laſt regret, 
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and their tongue a ſharp ſword, to ſtab and aſſaſſinate 
their neighbour's character. Their throat was an open 
ſepulchre, gaping to devour the reputation of the in- 
nocent, or tainting the air with their virulent and pol- 
luted breath. Sometimes, their licentious and un- 
n diſcourſe ſhot arrows of profaneneſs againſt 
eaven itſelf; and, in proud defiance, challenged the 
reſentment of Omnipotence.— Sometimes, as if it was 
the glory of human nature, to cheriſh the groſſe/t ap- 
tites of the brute; or the mark of a 1 eman, to 
ave ſerved an apprenticeſhip in a brothel ; the filthieſt 
jeſts of the ſtews (if low ob/cenity can be a jeſt) were 
nauſcouſly obtruded on the company. All the mode/t 
part were offended and grieved ; while the other beſot- 
ted creatures laughed aloud, though the leproſy of 
uncleanneſs appeared on their lips.—Are not theſe per- 
ſons priſoners of darkneſs, though blazing ſconces pour 
artificial day through their rooms? Are not their 
ſouls immured in the moſt baleful ſhades, though the 
noon-tide ſun is brightened by flaming on their gilded 
chariots ?—They diſcern not that great and adorable 
Being, who fills the univerſe with bis infinite and glori- 
ous preſence; who is all ce, to obſerve their actions; all 
ear, to examine their —_— They know not the all-ſufti- 
cient Redeemer, nor the unſpeakable blefledneſs of his 
heavenly kingdom. They are oping for the prize 
of happineſs; but will certainly graſp the thorn of 
anxiety. They are wantonly ſporting on the brink of 
a precipice; and are every moment in danger of fall- 
ing headlong into irretrievable ruin, and endleſs deſpair. 
They have forced me out, and are, perhaps, deri- 
ding me in my abſence ; are charging my reverence for 
the — G OD, and my concern for the dig- 
nity of our rational nature, to the account of humour 
and ſingularity ; to narrowneſs of thought, or ſour- 
neſs of temper. Be it ſo. I will indulge no indigna- 
tion againſt them. If any thing like it uu ariſe, I 
will convert it into prayer: © Pity them, O thou 
« Father of mercies! Shew them the madneſs of their 
« profaneneſs! Shew them the baſeneſs of their vile 
« ribaldry! Let their diſſolute rant be turned into 
« ſilent ſorrow and confuſion ; till they open their 
« lips, to adore thine inſulted Majeſty, and to implore 
« thy gracious pardon. Till they devote to thy ſer- 
“vice, thoſe ſocial hours, and thoſe ſuperior faculties, 
« which they are now abuſing, to the diſhonour of 
« thy name, to the contamination of their own ſouls, 
« and (unleſs timely repentance intervene) to their 
« everlaſting infamy and perdition.“ 

I ride home amidſt the gloomy void. All darkling 
and ſolitary, I can ſcarce diſcern my horſe's head ; and 
only gueſs out my blind road. No companion, but dan- 
ger; or, perhaps, “ deſtruction ready at my fide *.“ 

But, why do 1 fancy myſelf ſolitary * Is not the 
Father of lights, the Gop of my life, the great and 
everlaſting friend, always at my right hand ? Becauſe 
the day is excluded, is his omnipreſence vacated ? 
Though I have no earthly acquaintance near, to aſſiſt 


in caſe of a misfortune; or to beguile the time, and 


divert uneaſy ſuſpicions, by entertainin 8 conferences; 
may I not lay my help upon the Almighty, and con- 
verſe with Gop by humble ſupplication ? For this 
exerciſe no place is impro 
and no poſture incommodious. This is foctety, the 
beſt of ſociety, even in ſolitude, This is a fund of 


portable, and quite inexhauſtible. A - 


delights, y 

Pans 5ep this of unknown value ; liable to no hazard 
from wrong or robbery ;. but perfectly ſecure to the 
lonely wanderer, in the moſt darkſame paths, 

And why ſhould I diſtreſs myſelf with apprehenſions 
of peril? This acceſs to Gop is not only an indefea- 
 fibleprivilege, but a kind of ambulatory garriſon. Thoſe 

who make 3 their requeſts unto Gop, and rely 


Job xviii, 12. 


„ no hour unſeaſonable, 


r 


upon his protecting care; he gives his angels charge 
over their welfare. His angels are commiſſioned to 
eſcort them in their travelling; and to hold up their 
goings, that they daſh not their foot againſt a ſtone &. 
Nay, he himſelf condeſcends to be their guardian, and 
Keeps all their bones, ſo that not one of them js 
„ broken.” Between theſe perſons, and the moſt mic. 
chievous objects, a treaty of peace is concluded. The 
articles of this grand alliance are recorded in the book 
of revelation ; and will, when it is for the real benefit 
of believers, aſſuredly be made good, in the admini. 
ſtrations of Providence. In that day, faith the LORD, 
will ] make a covenant for them with the beaſts of the 
field, and with the fouls of heaven, and with the creeg. 
ing things of the ground ; and they all be in league 
with the ſtones of the field f. Though they fall head. 
long on the flints ; even the flints, fitted to fracture 
the ſkull, ſhall receive them as into the arms of friend. 
ſhip, and not offer to hart whom the Lo xD is pleaſed 
to preſerve. i 
May I then enjoy the preſence of this gracious God, 
and darkneſs and hght ſhall be both alike. Let HIM 
whiſper peace to my conſcience ; and this dread ſilence 
ſhall be more charming than the voice of eloquence, 
or the ſtrains of muſic. Let H IM reveal his raviſhing 
rfections in my ſoul ; and I ſhall not want the ſaffron 
uties of the morn, the golden glories of noon, or 
the impurpled evening-iky. I ſhall ſigh only for thoſe 
moſt defirable and diſtinguiſhed realms, where the 
light of HIS countenance perpetually ſhines, and con- 
ſequently © there is 1 no might there.“ 


How ſurpriſing are the alterations of nature! | 
Teft her, the preceding n, plain and unadorned, 
But, now, a thick rime has ſhed its hoary honours 
over all. It has ſhagged the fleeces of the ſheep, and 
criſped the traveller's locks. The hedges are richly 
fringed, and all the ground is rofaſdly wdered. 
The downward branches are taffelled with filver, and 
the upright are feathered with the plumy wave. | 

The fne are not always the valuable. The air, amidſt 
all theſe gaudy decorations, is charged with chilling and 
unwholeſome damps. The raw hazy influence fpreads 
wide; fits deep; hangs heavy and oppreflive on the 
ſprings of life. A liſtleſs languor clogs the animal 
functions, and the purple ſtream glides but faintly 
through its channels. In vain, the ruler of the day 
exerts his beaming powers: in vain, he attempts to 
diſperſe this inſurrection of vapours. The fullen, ma- 
lignant cloud refuſes to depart. It envelops the world, 
and intercepts the proſpect: I look abroad for the 
neighbouring village ; I ſend my eye in queſt of the 
riſing turret ; but am ſcarce able to diſcern the very 
next houſe. Where are the blue arches of heaven ? 
Where is the radiant countenance of the ſun ? where 
the boundleſs ſcenes of creation? Loſt, loſt are their 
beauties; quenched their glories. The thronged theatre 
of the univerſe ſeems an empty void; and all its ele- 

nt pictures, an undiſtinguiſhed blank. Thus would 
it have been with our intellectual views, if the goſpel 
had not come in to our relief. We ſhould have known 
neither our true good, nor real evil. We had been 2 
riddle to ourſelves; the preſent ftate all confuſion, 
and the future impenetrable darkneſs. But the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs, arifing with potent and triumphant 
beams, has difſipated the interpoſing cloud; has open- 
ed a proſpect more beautiful than the bloſſoms of 
ſpring, more chearing than the treaſures of autumn, 
and far more enlarged than the extent of the viſible 
ſyſtem: which, having led the eye of the mind through 
ields of grace, over nvers of righteouſneſs, and hills 
crowned with knowledge, terminates, at length, in 


„Pal. ci. 11. n — + Job v. 23. Hol, ii. 18. * 


+ Rev, xxi. 25. 
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nite bliſs, and endleſs glory. 


alk along the fog, it ſeems, 
A . to be — ſolid — ſuch as would ſhut 
out every glimpſe of light, and totally impriſon me 
in obſcurity. But when I approach, and enter it, I 
find myſelf agreeably miſtaken, and the miſt much 
thinner than it appeared.—Such is the caſe with re- 
card to the ſufferings of the preſent life; they are not, 
when experienced, fo dreadful as a timorous imagina- 
tion ſurmiſed. Such alſo is the caſe with reference to 
the gratifications of ſenſe ; they prove not, when en- 
joyed, ſo ſubſtantial as a ſanguine expectation repre- 
ſented. In both inſtances, we are gracioufly diſap- 
pointed. The keen edge of the calamity is blunted, 
that it may not wound us with incurable anguiſh: 
the exquilite reliſh of the proſperity is palled, that it 
may not captivate our affections, and enſlave them to 


inferior delights. 
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at ſome little 


the heavens; ſweetly loſing itſelf in regions of infi- 


SOMETIMES the face of things wears a more 
pleaſing form; the very reverſe of the foregoing. 
The ſober evening advances, to cloſe the ſhort-lived 
day, The firmament, clear and unſullied, puts on 
its brighteſt blue. The ſtars, in thronging multitudes, 


and with a peculiar brilliancy, glitter through the fair 
expanſe, While the fro? pours its ſubtile and penetra- 
ting influence all around. Sharp and intenſely ſevere, 
all the long night, the rigid æther continues its ope- 
rations. When, late and flow, the morning opens 
her pale eye; in what a curious and amuling diſguiſe 
is nature dreſſed! The icicles, jagged and uneven, 
are pendent on the houſes. A whitiſh film incruſts 
the windows, where mimic landſcapes riſe, and fan- 


cied ſigures ſwell. The fruitful fields are hardened to 
iron; the moiſtened meadows are congealed to marble; 


and both reſound (an effect unknown before) with the 
peaſant's haſty tread. The ſtream is arreſted in its ca- 
reer, and its ever- flowing ſurface chained to the banks. 
The fluid paths become a ſolid road; where the finny 
ſhoals were wont to rove, the ſportive youth flide, or 
the rattling chariots roll K. And (what would ſeem, 
to an inhabitant of the ſouthern world, as unaccount- 
able as the deepeſt myſteries of our religion) that very 
ſame breath of heaven, which cements the lakes in- 
to a cryſtal pavement, cleaves the oaks as it were 
with inviſible wedges : “ breaks in pieces the northern 
« jron, and the ſteel ;”” even while it builds a bridge of 


Icy rock. over the ſeas +. 


The air is all ſerenity. Refined by the nitrous par- 
ticles, it affords the moſt diſtinct views, and extenſive 
proſpects. The ſeeds of infection are killed; and the 
peſtilence deſtroyed, even in embryo. 
afiition tends to mortify our corruptions, and ſubdue 
our vitious habits. -The crouding . atmoſphere con- 
ſtringes our bodies, and braces our nerves. 
rits are buoyant, and fally briſkly on the execution of 
their office. In the ſummer-months, ſuch an uncloud- 
ed ſky, and ſo bright a ſun, would have melted us 
with heat, and ſoftened us into ſupineneſs. We ſhould 
have been ready to throw our limbs under the ſpread- 
ing beech, and to lie at eaſe by the murmuring brook. 
But now none loiters in his path; none is ſeen with 
folded arms. All is in motion; all is activity. Choice, 
prompted by the weather, ſupplies the ſpur of neceſ- 


So, the cold of 


* Concreſcunt ſubito currenti in flumine cruſle ; 
Undaque jam tergo ferratos ſuſtinet orbes, 


Puppibus illa prius patulis, nunc hoſpita plauſtris 
V1RG, 


Araque diſſiliunt vulgo. 


+ Fob xxxviii. 30. The waters are hid, locked up from the 
cattle's lips, and ſecured from the fiſher's net, as wells were 
wont to be cloſed with a ponderous and impenetrable fone. And 
not only lakes and rivers, but the ſurface of the great deep, with 
ts reſtleſs and uncontrollable ſurges, 
by the froſt, and bound in ſhining fett 

NO 7 — 


The ſpi- 


is taken captive YNa7TNM) 


ers. 


ſity. Thus, the rugged ſchool of misfortune often 
trains up the mind to a vigorous exertion of its facul- 
ties. The bleak climate of adverſity often inſpirits us 
with a manly reſolution. When a ſoft and downy 
aſluence, perhaps, would have relaxed all the gene- 
rous ſpring of the ſoul, and have left it enervated with 
pleaſure, or diflolved in indolence. 


« CO LDcometh out of the north &. The winds, 
having ſwept thoſe deſerts of ſnow, arm themſelves 
with millions of frozen particles, and make a fierce 
deſcent upon our iſle. Under black and ſcowling clouds, 
they drive, dreadfully whizzing, dey the darkened 
air. They growl around our houſes ; aſſault our doors; 
and, eager tor entrance, faſten on our windows. Walls 
can ſcarce reſtrain them ; bars are unable to exclude 
them ; through every cranny they force their way. 
Ice is on their wings; they ſcatter agues through the 
land; and winter, all winter, rages as they go. Their 
breath is as a ſearing + iron to the little yerdure left in 
the plains. Vaſtly more pernicious to the tender plants 
than the ſharpeſt knife, they kill their branches, and 
wound the very root. Let not the corn venture to 
peep too freely from the entrenchment of the furrow ; 
let not the fruit- bearing bloſſoms dare to come abroad 
from their lodgment in the bark ; leſt theſe murderous 
blaſts intercept and ſeize the unwary ſtrangers, and 
deſtroy the hopes of the advancing year. 

O, tis ſevercly cold! Who is ſo hardy, as not to 
ſhrink at this exce//wely-pinching weather? See! Every 
face is pale. Even the blooming checks contract a 
gelid hue, and the teeth hardly forbear chattering. Ve 
that fit eaſy and joyous, amidſt your commodious a- 
partments, ſolacing yourſelves in the diffuſive warmth 
of your fire, be mindful of your brethren in the chear- 
leſs tenement of poverty. Their ſhattered panes are 
open to the piercing winds ; a tattered garment ſcarce- 
ly covers their ſhivering fleſh ; while a few faint and 


dying embers on the ſqualid hearth, rather mock their 


wiſhes, than warm their lmbs.—While the generous 
Juices of Oporto ſparkle in your glaſſes; or the ſtreams, 
beautifully tinged and deliciouſly flavoured with the 
Chineſe leaf, ſmoke in the elegant porcelain ; O remem- 


ber, that many of your fellow-creatures, amidſt all 


the rigour of the'e inclement ſkies, are emaciated with 
ſic kneſs, benumbed with age, and pining with hun- 
ger. Let “ their loins bleſs you,” for comfortable 
cloathing. Reſtore them with medicine; regale them 
with food; and baſlle the raging year. So, may you 
never know any of their diſtreſſes, but only by the 
hearing of the ear, the ſeeing of the eye, or the fecl- 
ing of a tender commiſeration ! -Methinks, the bit- 
ter bluſtering winds plead for the poor indigents, 
May they breathe pity into your breaits, while they 
blow hardſhips into their huts !—Obſerve thoſe blue 
flames, and ruddy coals, in your chimney : quickened 
by the cold, they look more lively, and glow more 
ſtrongly. Silent, but ſeaſonable admonition to the 
gay circle, that chat and ſmile around them! Thus, 
may your hearts, at ſuch a juncture of need, kindle 
into a peculiar benevolence! Detain not your ſuper- 
fluous piles of wood. Let them haſten to the relief 
of the ſtarving family. Bid them expire in many a 
willing blaze, to mitigate the ſeverity of the ſeaſon, 
and * the bleak abodes of want. So ſhall they 
aſcend, mingled with thankſgivings to Go p, and ar- 


dent prayers for your welfare ;—aſcend, more gratcful 


to heaven than columns of the moſt coſtly incenſe, 


3 * Job xxxvii. 9 | 
+ This, I ſuppoſe, is the meaning of that figurative expreſ- 


ton uſed by the prophet Habathuk; who, ſpeaking of the 


Chaldeans invading Judæa, ſays, Their faces, or the incurſions. 


a 


they make, ball ſup up, ſhall ſwallow greedily, ſhall devour 


utterly, the inhabitants of the country, and their valuable ef- 


fects; as the keen, corroding blaſts of the eaſt wind deſtroy e 


very green thing in the field. Hab. i. 9, 
E e 
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Now the winds ceaſe. 8 their load, 
they are diſmiſſed from ſervice. They have wafted an 


immenſe cargo of clouds, which empty themſelves in 
ſnow. At fell, a few ſcattered ſhreds come wandering 
down the ſaddened ſky. This _— ſkirmiſh is ſuoceed- 
ed by a general onſet. The flakes, large and numer- 
ous, and thick-wavering, deſcend. They dim the air, 
and haſten the approach of night. Throngh all the 
night, in ſofteſt f ence, and with a continual flow, 
this fleecy ſhower falls. In the morning, when we 
awake, what a ſorpriſing change appears '—Is this 
the ſame world? Here is no diverſity of colour! I can 
hardly diſtinguiſh the trees from the hills on which 
they grow. Which are the meadows, and which the 
Plains ? Where are the green paſtures, and where the 
fallow lands? All things lie blended in bright confu- 
ſion; ſo bright, that it heightens the ſplendor of day, 
and even dazzles the organs of ſight.— The lawn is 
not fo fair, as this fo mantle, which inveſts the 
fields; and even the lily, was the lily to appear, would 
look tarniſhed in its preſence. I can think of but one 
thing, which exce/s or equals the glittering robe of 
winter. Is any perſon deſirous to know my meaning? 
He may find it explained in that admirable hymn 7, 
compoſed by the royal penitent. Is any defirous to poſ- 
ſeſs this matchleſs ornament *? 12 Will _ offered to 
his acceptance in every page of the goſpel. 

See! for the eye 4 ſatisfy itſelf "without view- 
ing again and again the curious, the delicate ſcene), 
{ce ! 3 the hedges are habited, like ſpotleſs veſtals ! 
The houſes are rooted with uniformity and luſtre. The 
meadows are covered with a carpet of the fineſt er- 
mine . The groves bow beneath the lovely burden; 
and all, all below, is one wide, immenſe, ſhining waſte 
of white. — By deep ſnows, and heavy rains, GOD 
fealeth up the hand of every man. And for this purpoſe, 
adds our ſacred philoſopher, that all men may know his 
work . He confines them within their doors, and 
puts a ſtop to their ſecular buſineſs; that they may 
conſider the things which belong to their ſpiritual 
welfare; that, having a vacation from their ordinary 
employ, they may obſerve the works of his power, 
and become acquainted with the myſteries of his 

ce. 

And worthy, worthy of all obſervation, are the 
works of the great Creator. They are prodigiouſſy 
various, and perfectly amazing. How pliant and duc- 
tile is nature under his forming hand! At his com- 
mand, the ſelf-ſame ſubſtance aſſumes the moſt diffe- 
rent ſhapes, and is transformed into an endleſs multi- 
plicity 1 If HE ordains, the water is mould. 
ed into hail, and diſcharged upon the earth like a 
volley of ſhot ; or it is con/o/:dated into ice, and defends 
the rivers, © as it were with a breaſt-plate.” At the 
bare intimation of his will, the very fame clement is 
ſcattered in hoar-froſt, like a ſprinkling of the moſt 
attenuated aſhes; or is ſpread over the ſurface of the 
ground, in theſe couches of ſwelling and faty down. 

The ſnow, however it may carry the appearance of 
cold, affords a warm garment for the corn; ſcreens it 
from nipping froſts, and cheriſhes its infant growth. 
It will abide for a while, to exert a protecting care, 
and exerciſe a foſtering influence. Then, touched by 
the ſun, or thawed by a ſoftening gale, the furry ve- 
ſture melts into genial moiſture ; ſinks deep into the 
ſoil, and faturates its pores with the diſſolving nitre ; 
"rae wg For glebe with thoſe principles of vegeta- 
tive life, which will open into the bloom of ſpring, 


Can any thing be whiter than ſnow ? Yes, ſaith David: 
HK Gop 1 to waſh me from my ſins in the 
y blood of 
CuRIS T, 1 /ball be even whiter than ſnow. Pſal. li. 7. See 
e 87. 
* This animal is milk-white, As for thoſe black /pets, which 
we generally ſee in linings of ermine, they are added by the 
furrier, in order to diverſify the appearance, or heighten the 
beauty, of the native colour. + Job xxxvii. 7. 


— . 


W.-1,,NL TE. I EC BE 


and ripen into the fruits of autumn. — Beautiful em. 
blem this, and comfortable repreſentation of the di. 
vine word, both in the ſucceſsful and advantageous 
iflue of its operation! As the rain cometh down, and 
the ſnow from heaven, and returneth not thit her, but 94. 
tereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that 
it may give ſeed to the ſaver, and bread to the eater - fg 
/hall my word be, that goeth forth out of my mouth : it 
ſhall not return unto me void, but ſhall accompliſh that 
which I pleaſe, and it ſhall proſper in the thing whereunt, 
I ſent it *. 


NaTvuRE, at length, puts off her lucid veil. Slie 
drops it in a trickling thaw. The looſened ſnow 
rolls in ſheets from the houſes. Various openings ſpot 
the hills; which, even while we look, become \ my 
and more numerous. 'The trees rid themſelves, by 
degrees, of the hoary incumberance. Shook from the 
ſpringing boughs, part falls heavy to the ground, part 
flies abroad in ſhining atoms. Our fields and gardens, 
lately buried beneath the drifted heaps, riſe k nh and 
diſtinct to view. Since we ſee nature once again, has 
ſhe no verdant traces, no beautiful features, left? 
They are, hke real friends, very rare; and therefore 
the more particularly to be regarded, the more highly 
to be valued. —Here and there the He hangs out her 
glowing berries ; the /auruſiinus ſpreads her graceful 
tufts ; and both under a covert of unfading 9 
The plain, but hardy ivy, clothes the decrepit, crazy 
wall; nor ſhrinks from the friendly office, though the 
ſkies frown, and the ſtorm roars.— The /aurel, firm, 
erect, and bold, expands its leaf of vivid green. In 
ſpite of the united, the repeated attacks of wind, and 
rain, and froſt, it preſerves an undiſmayed lively look; 
and maintains its poſt, while withering millions fall 
around. Worthy, by vanquiſhing the rugged force 
of winter, worthy to adorn the triumphant conquer. 
or's brow,—Nor muſt 1 forget the bay-tree ; which 
{corns to be a mean penſioner on a few tranſient ſun- 
ny gleams; or, with a ſervile obſequiouſneſs, to vary 
its appearance, in conformity to the changing ſeaſons: 
by ſuch indications of ſterling worth, and ſtaunch re- 
ſolution, reading a lecture to the poet's genius, while 
it weaves the chaplet for his temples. —Theſe, and a 
few other plants, clad with native verdure, retain 
their comely aſpect, in the bleakeſt climes, and in 
the coldeſt months. 

Such, and ſo durable, are the accompliſhments of 
a refined underſtanding, and an amiable temper. The 
tawdry ornaments of dreſs, which catch the unthink- 
ing vulgar, ſoon become inſipid and deſpicable. The 
rubied lip, and the roſy cheek fade. Even the ſpark- 
ling wit +, as well as the ſparkling eye, pleaſe but for 
a moment. But the virtuous mind has charms, which 
ſurvive the decay of every inferior embelliſhment ; 
charms, which add to the fragrancy of the flower, 
the permanency of the ever-green. 


$0. * If. lv. 10. 11. 

+ © Haw little does Gop eſteem the things that men count 
great; the endowments of wit and eloquence, that men ad- 
“ mire in ſome! Alas! how poor are they to him! He re- 
“ ſpecteth not any who are wiſe in heart: they are nothing, 
« and lefs than nothing, in his eyes. Even wi/e men admire, 
« how little it is that men know; how ſmall a matter hes un- 
& der the ſound of theſe popular wonders, a learned man, a 
6 great ſcholar, a great ſtateſman, How much more doth the 
« all-wiſe Go p meanly account of theſe! He often diſcovers, 
* even to the world, their meanneſs. He befools them. 50 
“ valour, or birth, on worldly greatneſs, theſe he gives, and 
« gives as things he makes no great reckoning of, to ſuch as 
“ ſhall never ſee his face; and calls to the inheritance of glory 
« poor deſpiſed creatures, that are looked on as the Mur 
*« ings and refuſe of the world.” | 

— THUS fays an excellent author; who writes with the 
moſt amiable ſpirit of benevolence; with the moſt unaffected 
air of humility; and, like the ſacred originals, from which be 
copies, with a majeſtic fimplicity of Rye WR ſelect works 
I may venture to recommend, not only as a treaſure, but as à 
MINE of genuine, ſterling, evangelical piety.— See page 520. 
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Zay ſtrangers in the bloom o 


An Iq ITATION of 


Such, likewiſe, is the happineſs of the fincerely-re- 
1 like a tres, ſays the inſpired morakiit, © whoſe 


« leaf ſhall not fall.” He borrows not his peace 
from external circumſtances ; but has a fund within, 
and is © ſatisfied from himſelf *.“ Even though 
impoveriſhed by calamitous accidents, he is rich in the 
222 of grace, and richer in the hope of glory. Hig 
Joys are infinitely ſuperior to, as well as.nobly inde- 
pendent on, the tranſitory glow of ſenſual delight, 
or the capricious favours of what the world calls 
fortune. 


Ir the ſnow compoſes the light - armed troops of the 
ſky, methinks the Hai conſtitutes its heavy artillery f. 
When driven by a vehement wind, with what dread- 
ful impetuoſity does that ſtony ſhower fall! How it 
rebounds from the frozen ground, and rattles on the 
reſounding dome! It attenuates the rivers into ſmoke, 
or ſcourges them into foam, It cruſhes the infant 
flowers; cuts in pieces the gardener's early plants; 
and batters the feeble fortification of his glafles into 
ſhivers. It darts into the traveller's face: he turns, 


of Archbiſhop LERIGRH TOR 's ſelect works, the e e- 
dition, octavo. Which it is neceſſary to ſpecify, becauſe the 
London edition does not contain that part of his writings which 
has ſupplied me with the preceding quotation. 

* Prov. Xiv. 14. 

+ He caſteth forth his ice like morſels. Pſal. cxlvii. 17. Which, 
in modern language, might be thus expreſſed: He poureth his 
hail like a volley of ſhot. "The word g, inadequately tranſ- 
lated morfels, alludes, I think, to thoſe fragments of the rock, 
or thoſe ſmsoth tones from the brook, which, in the day of bat · 
tle, the warriors hurled from their flings. 
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with haſte, from the ſtroke; or feels, on his check, 
for the guſhing blood. If he would retreat into the 


- houſe, it follows him even thither ; and, like a de- 


termined enemy, that puſhes the purſuit, daſhes 
through the Wor „ fy vt the fierce attack is 

uickly over. The clouds have ſoon ſpent their ſhafts; 
fon unſtrung their bow. Happy for the inhabitants 
of the earth, that a ſally ſo dreadfully furious, ſhould 
be ſo remarkably hort“ What elfe could endure the 
ſhock; or eſcape deſtruction ? 


Bur tchold a bow, of no hoſtile intention! a bow, 
painted in ＋ r colours, on the diſburdened 
cloud. How valt is the extent, how delicate the tex- 
ture, of that /owery arch It compaſſeth the heaveng 
with a glorious N and teaches us to forget the 
horrors of the ſtorm. Elegant its form, and rich its 
tincture; but more delightful its ſacred ſignificancy. 
While the violet and the roſe bluſh in its beautifu 
aſpect, the olive-branch ſmiles in its gracious import. 
It writes, in radiant dyes, what the angels ſung in 
harmonious ſtrains; © peace on earth, and -will 
C towards men.” It is the ſtamp of JO for the 
continuance of ſeed-time and harveſt; for the preſerva- 
tion and ſecurity of the viſible world *. It is the com- 
fortable token + of a better ſtate, and a happier kingdom; 
—a kingdom, where ſin ſhall ceaſe, and miſery be 
aboliſhed ; where ſtorms ſhall beat, and winter pierce 
no more; but holineſs, happineſs, and joy, like one 
unbounded ring, for ever, ever bloom. 


* Gen. ix. 12,16, + Rev, iv, 3. 
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An IMitTaTtion of Mr HERVE 's MEDITATIONS 


Wrote by a young Lady, in 1750. 


See above, p. 25. 50. 


HE ſhorteningdays, the ſullen clouds, grown dark 
and ponderous with the gathering rain; the fri- 
gid air, which ſtrikes unwelcome on the tender frame, 
(but ſhews what Albion's ſons could once endure), pro- 
claim the approach of winter.—See | how the trees, 
as though they felt a ſhock like human diſſolution, 
now drop their leafy honours ;—ſome, you may ob- 
ſerve, like feeble old age, hang tottering in the air, 
till a gentle breeze breaks the tender fibre that ſupports 
them, and throws them relentleſs on the ground. 
They fall unlamented, when they can no longer de- 
light our eyes; and are no ſooner diſſolved, than for- 
got : ane ſummer's beauty is all they can pretend to ; 
whilſt the lofty fir, though greatly eclipſed by theſe 
their youth, yet far-ex- 
ceeds them in the duration of her charms. The 3 
of the fir is always the ſame, and periſhes only wi 
her exiſtence. | | 
A lively emblem this, of the inſtability and worth- 
leſſneſs of mortal charms, How mutablè is the bappi- 
neſs of thoſe thoughtleſs women, who. place all their 
telicity in admiration !— Admiration from - whom ? 
Not from the wiſe and prudent, that were well worth 


their aim; but from perſons light and trifling as them- 


ſelves: for ſuch alone pay court to poliſhed duſt.— 
Perhaps, they paſs the bloom of their youth without 
one ſerious thought; and what a fund of impertinence 


do they then treaſure up for the remainder of their- fuades the owner to negle the attainment of all other 


days! which, when all theſe gay fantaſtic viſions fade, 
when every outward charm is fled, grows quite inſu 
portable. —How can they bear the ſhock of approach- 
ing age? which (like autumn by the trees) diſrobes 
them of every attractive grace.—The perfections we 
are by the flattering world allowed, whilſt we have 
—_— too often, at leaſt the praiſe of them, vaniſh. » 
with it, and leave. nothing but malice and envy to fall 
up the great void of uncultivated ſenſe :—they drop 
like the withered leaves, neglected if not deſpiſed ; 
and, like the path of a ſwift arrow throu gh the inviſible 
air, leave no traces of virtue or goodneſs, whereby 
they may be remembered. How much happier they, 
who, in the midſt of their childiſh, innocent amuſe- 
ments, experience the effects of a true parental care; 
who are 12 to remember their Creator in the 
« days of their youth, while the evil days come not, 
and the years wherein they ſhall (truly) ſay, I have 
no pleaſure in them ;” and are ey informed, (be- 
fore the trifling joys of this world have made too deep 
an impreſſion on their tender minds), that all is vanity ; 
that religion, wiſdom, and virtue, are the only perma- 
nent enjoyments in tkis world, and will be their only 
conſolation when they ſink into another. * no 
farther of advantage to us than as it is an embelliſhment 
to ſenſe, and makes virtue appear more amiable: but 
when it is only a maſł to vice or folly ; when it per- 
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accompliſhments, the bleſſing then degenerates into a 


curſe, and we quickly deſpiſe the idle flatterer ; in 


ſhort, “the praiſe that is worth ambition, is attained 
* by good ſenſe alone, with dignity of mind ;” and a 
woman of true ſenſe will be always ambitious, — not 
of gaining admiration, but of deſerving it. 


I muſt own myſelf obliged to Mr Hervey's Medita- 
tions, for this poor imitation of him. The two vo- 
lumes publiſhed under that title, cannot, I think, be 
ſufficiently admired : His Reflections are ſo eaſy and na- 
tural, that, upon reading them, you cannot help be- 
ing ſurpriſed, that the objects which furniſhed him 


8 luſtrated. 


with thoſe beautiful ideas, did not in the fame manner 
affect you upon the like occaſions, till you conſider 
the dignity of ſtyle in which they are wrote :=Youy 
are then immediately convinced, that this is only to 
be attained by a bright underſtanding, refined by a li- 
beral education.—l can't, for my own part, conceive 
any thing (in this world) to be more thoroughly con. 
ducive to happineſs than ſuch a genius, where eve 
object round him raiſes his admiration, and excites his 
thankfulneſs to that Being, whoſe bleſſings he only 
truly enjoys, who PROPERLY eſteems them; there is 
nothing ſuch a one beholds, but what he can apply to 
the good of himſelf, and of his fellow-creatures, 
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More or leſs illuſtrated in this Worx. 


N. B. 4s Dr Seaw, in the ſupplement to his excellent book of 
Travels, and ſeveral other authors of the greateſt eminence, 
have given an index of Scriptures, occaſionally explained in 


Chap. Ver. Page Chap. Ver. Page 
Genes1s, PSALM 
. 19. XLV. 9. 38. 

Devr. LI. 7. 87. 
XXXII. 29. 14. XCVI. 5. 100, 
Jos u. XCVII. 2. 69. 90. 
X. 18. 13. 98. CIV. 3. 27. 
Jups, CIV. 24. 41. 
V. 20, 98, CVIIF. 4+ 32. 
V. 30. 39. CX. 3. 34. 
1 SAM. | CX. 7. 34. 35. 
XXVIII. 19. 26. CXXXVI. 9. 78. 
1 Kings C XXXIX. 2. 69. 
VIII. 27. 14. C XXXIX. 7.8.9. 65. 
XX. 40. 68. CXXXIX. 10. 69. 
Nznem. PROVER ES 
IX. 6. 100. IV. 15. 49. 
a Jon * EccLes 
14. 15.16 8 21 
N 1 18. 19 1 245 
IV 19. 16, IT, I 40 
V. 43. 10e. VI. 10 79 
VII 20. 86. Is ALA 
IX 8 27. II. 11 107 
IX. 25. 26 66. IX. 3 92 
XIX. 25 51. XIV. 23 7 
XXII. 14. 27. XXIX. 8. 71. 
XXII. 16. 79. XXXIII. 15. 49. 
XXII. 20. 88. XXXIII. 17. 40. 
r XXXV. 1. 47. 
XXVI. 14. 84. XXXVIII. 114 > 69, 
XXXVIIL ':  25..: 46. XL. 12. 89. 
XXXVIII. 30. icg. XL. 16.84. 
PSALM XL. 29. 30. 31. 88. 
„ i & 84. XLI. 10. 95. 
XXIII. ti 97. XLII. 3. 96. 
XXVII. 1. 97. XLIX. 13. 91. 
XXVII. 4. 40. XLIX. Is. 103 


XXXIII. 6. 9 87. LI. 6. 16. 35. 
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their writings ; I doubt not, but I ſhall oblige many of ny 
readers, by what I here ſubjoin ; thoſe eſpecially, whoſe taſte 
is happily formed to reliſh the beauties of the ſacred records. 


Chap. Ver. Page | Chap. Ver. Page 
ISA 14A H AcTs 
LIII. 3. 57. XX. 28. 87. 
LV 13. 47. Rom. 
Tan „ BF» V 8 91 
LXI 10. 39. V 20 93 
JeREM, XIII 14 39 
XXXI 12. 47. 1 Cor 
XLIX 11. 20. I, 24 96, 
EzEx I. 30 78 
XVI 63 86. XV. 41.4%. 101 
_ Dan + 2 Cor 
. 24. 79. 17. 6 
XII 3 an VI 5 = 
HaBar IX 8 93 
9. 109. GA 
III 4 43. II. 20 49. 
1II 11. 9. Ern. 
Zen. III 10 6 
IX 17. 90. III. 18. 19. 86 
XIII . III 20 88 
wh MaTTa. 2 1 PariLiP i 
25. 9 6. 7. 8. 85. 86. 
Luke | III. 155 * 
.. 1, 74. Cor oss. 
XIV. 23. 42. I. 
EG: 11. Sc. 93. HES. 
. 19. 90. I. 84-86 44. 
Joux VII. 26. 5756. | 
* . VIII. 10. 97. 
III. 3. 73. | XII. 6. 48. 
V. 17 37 1 PeT. 
X. 9. 48. I 12 96 
ot 26 27. 2 Per. 
. 2 . III 10. 6 
—5 8 5 48. Rev, 7 | 
. 9. 6. 1. 2. 3. 
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The End of the MEDI TATITIORNs. 
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Moſt important and intereſting SUBJECT 8, 


The memorial of thine abundant kindneſs ſhall be ſhewed, and men ſhall Ang of thy righteouſneſs, Pſal, 
cxlv. 7. 

My mouth ſhall daily ſpeak of thy righteouſneſs and ſalvation ; for I know no end thereof. Pal. Ixxi. 13. 

For Zion's ſake will I not hold my peace, and for Jeraſalem's ſake I will not reſt, until the righ- 
teouſneſs theregf go forth as brightneſs, and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp that burneth. If. Ixii. 1. 


T 0 
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Lady FF AAEANNCCS TT FEISS. 


MaDpamM, * 

AF Chriſtianity was inconſiſtent with true 
MY politeneſs, or prejudicial to real happrneſs, 
I ſhould be extremely injudicious, and 


the infidel and the ſenſualiſt, todread it in one view, 
and to deſpiſe it in another. You need not be in- 
formed, MAD AM, that it is as much ſuperior to 


inexcuſably ungrateful, in preſenting 


theſe eſſays to your LADYSHIP. But as the religion 


of FESUS is the grand ornament of our nature, 
and a ſource of the ſublimeſt joy, the purport 
of the following pages cannot be unworthy the 


countenance and protection of the moſt accompliſhed 


all ſuch /ow and forbidding ſingularities, as the 
heavens are higher than the earth. It is deſcribed 
by an author, who learned its theory in the re- 
gions of paradiſe, and who diſplayed its efficacy 
in his own moſt exemplary converſation ;—it is 
thus deſcribed by that incomparable author 


The kingdom of GOD is not meat and drink, but 


righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the HOLY 
GHOST. rd ene keene = 


perſon. Neither can there be a wiſh more ſuitable 
to the obligations or the dictates of @ grateful heart, 
than that you may experience what you read, and 
be what you patronize, 


To be reconciled to the omnipotent Go p ;— 
to be intereſted in the unſearchable riches of 
CHRIST ;—to be renewed in our hearts, and 
influenced in our lives, 3 ſanctifying opera- 


DI p religion conſiſt in a formal round of external 
obſervances, or a forced ſubmiſſion to ſame rigo- 
„ I ſhould not ſcruple to join with 
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tions of the divine SPIRIT;—this is evangelical 
righteouſneſs; this is genuine religion; this, M a- 
DAM, is the kingdom of Gop eſtabliſhed in 
the ſoul. How benign and inviting is ſuch an 
inſtitution! How honourable and advantageous 
| ſuch a ſtate! And from ſuch privileges, what o- 
ther effects can flow, but that peace, which paſſeth 
all underſtanding ? that joy, which is unſpeakable and 
glorious ? 


Is there any thing in the amuſements of the 
gay, and purſuits of the ambitious, of greater, 
of equal, of comparable value? Is not all that 
wealth can purchaſe, all that grandeur can beſtow, 
fomewhat like thoſe glittering bubbles, which 
when viewed are emptineſs, when graſped are no- 
thing ? Whereas, the comforts, the benefits, the 
hopes of Chriſtianity, are at once ſupremely ex- 
cellent, and infinitely durable: a portion, ſuit- 
ed to the dignity of a rational ſoul; large as its 
faculties, and immortal as its being. 


ALL theſe bleſſings are centered in CHRIST; 
were purchaſed by CHRIST ; are communicated 
from CHRIST.—lt is for want of knowing 
thoſe boundleſs and everlaſting treaſures of par- 
doning, juſtifying, ſaving merit, which the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST poſleſſes, and which he free- 
ly diſpenſes even to ſinners, that ſo many unthink- 
ing perſons are attached to ignoble objects, and 
beguiled by deluſory pleaſures, Unhappy crea- 
tures! what can they do, but catch at ſhadows, 
and ſtoop to trifles, while they are ignorant of 
the grand, the ſubſtantial, the exalted good ?— 


It is for want of duly attending to that fulneſs of 


1 


HE reader will probably expect ſome account 

be enſuing work; and to gratify him in 

ER this particular, will be a real pleaſure to 
wm the author. 

The beauty and excellency of the Scriptures the 
ruin and depravity of human nature ;—tts happy re- 
covery, founded on the atonement, and effetted by the 
SPIRIT, of CHRIST ;—theſe are ſome of the 
chief points, vindicated, illuftrated, and applied in 
the following ſheets. —But the grand article, that 


which makes the principal figure, is the IMPUTED' 


R1iGHTEOUSNESS of our divine LORD; from 
whence ariſes our juſtification before G O D, and our 
title to every heavenly bleſſing : An article, which, 
though eminent for its importance, ſeems to be little 
underſtood, and leſs regarded; if not much miſtaken, 
and almoſt forgotten. 
Te importance of this great evangelical doctrine, 
bo worthy it is of the moſt attentroe confideration, 
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grace, and that plenteouſneſs of redemption, 
which dwell in our moſt adorable SAVIOUR, 
that ſo many ſerious perſons are ſtrangers to the 
tranquillity and ſweetneſs of religion ; are ſubject 
to all its reſtraints, but enjoy few, if any, of its 
delights. Mzy/aken zealots! how can they avoid 
the gloomy ſituation and the uncomfortable cir. 
cumſtance, ſo long as they withdraw themſelves 


from the SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
and his all-chearing beams? | 


May your LapDys#1y live continually under 
his heavenly light and healing wings! be more 
fully aſſured of his dying love, and, have bright- 
er, ſtill brighter manifeſtations of his immenſe 
perfections ! By theſe delightful views, and by 
that precious faith, may your heart be transform. 
ed into his holy, his amiable, his divine image! 
Your happineſs will then be juſt ſuch as is wiſhed, 
but far greater than can be expreſſed by, 


MAD AM, 
Your moſt obliged, and 


Moft obedient humble ſervant, 


Weſton-Favell, 
Jan. 6. 1755- 


James Hervey. 
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and of univerſal acceptance, —is hinted in the ſecond 
dialogue. So that I need, in this place, do nothing 
more, than give the ſenſe of a paſſage from Witſius, 
which is there introduced in the notes. The doc- 
% trine of juſtification,” ſays that excellent author, 
e ſpreads itſelf through the whole ſyſtem of divinity. 
« As this is either ſolidly eſtabliſhed, or ſuper fictally 
* touched; fully ſtated, or ſlightly diſmiſſed ; accor- 
* dingly, the whole ſtructure of religion, either riſes 
« graceful and magnificent, ſuperior to aſſault, and 
beyond the power of decay; or elſe it appears diſ- 
« proportionate and defettive, totters on its founda- 
% ton, and threatens an opprobrious fall.” 

The defign- is executed in the form of dialogue ; 
thoſe parts only excepted, in which it was not eaſy to 
carry on a converſation, and aſſign to each perſon 4 
proper degree of Sgnficancy. Here, to avoid the com- 
mon imputation, of bringing upon the flage a mute or 


a ſhadow,—one who fights without weapons, and fub- 


. 


wits without a conte. —the ſeene ſhifts. Our gen- 


tlemen ſeparate 3 and, inſtead of conver/ing, enter 
upon an epiſtolary correſpondence. | 
The dialogue-form ſeems, on many conſiderations, a 


ligible way of writing Hereby the author gives 
2 5555 of dignity and of modeſty to his ſentiments. 


Of dignity ; by delivering them from the mouths of 


in every reſpect ſuperior to himſelf. Of mo- 
ys wap becauſe we no longer conſider him in the rai- 


ſed, but invidious capacity of a teacher. Inſtead of 


calling us to his feet, and dictating his precepts, he 
gratiſies our curioſity. He turns back a curtain, 
and admits us to ſome. remarkable interviews, or in- 


tereſting conferences. We overhear, by a kind of 


innocent or imaginary ſtealth, the debates which paſs in 
the receſſes of privacy; which are carried on with the 


moſt unreſerved freedom of ſpeech, and openneſs of 


heart. A circumſtance, which will apologize for 
ſome peculiarities, that might otherwiſe be mconfiftent 
with humility, or offen/roe to delicacy. Particularly, 
it may obviate the diſguſt which generally, and indeed 
deſervedly, attends the frequent intruſion of that am- 
hitious and uſurping little monoſyllable, I. ; 

The names of the perſons are prefixed, each to his 
reſpective ſhare of the diſcourſe ; in imitation of Ci- 
cero, and for the reaſons which he aſſigns. Quaſi 
enim ipſos induxi loquentes : ne inguam et inquit 
ſepius interponerentur. Atque id eo feci, ut tan- 
quam præſentibus coram haberi ſermo videretur *. 
This method, he very juſtly intimates, 1s removed far- 
theft from the narrative, and makes the neareſt ap- 
proaches to life and reality. It quite ſecretes the au- 
thor ; and, by intraducing the perſons themſelves, ren- 
ders all that paſſes entirely their own.—ſt prevents 
likewiſe the repetition of thoſe interlocutory words, He 
ſaid, he replied. Which, unleſs the ſpeeches are 
very long, muſt frequently recur, and have no plea- 
ſing effett upon the ear. And, if the e are 
long, the ſpirit of converſation is lat. The aſſociates 
are no longer talking ; but one of them, or the author, 
is lecturing. 

Though I have ſo much to ſay in behalf of the ma- 
del, I have very little to ſay with regard to the exe- 
cution,—unleſs it be to confeſs the deficiency. There is 
not, I am ſenſible, that peculiar air and diſtinguiſh- 
ing turn, which ſhould mark and charafteriſe each 
ſpeaker. This is what the nature of finiſhed dialogue 
requires, and what the author applauds in ſome ve 
ſuperior writers. But not having tbe ability to ca 
it, he has not the vanity to affett it —Nevertheleſs, 
the attentive reader will, all along, percerve a differ- 
ence in the ſentiment, if not in the language. The 
materials vary, even when they run into the ſame 
mould, and take the ſame form.—In the diction alſo 
there muſt be ſome drverfity ; becauſe e e of the 
objeftions are propoſed in the very words of one or two 
eminent writers, who have appeared on the other fide 


of the queſtion. Theſe are not particularized by the 


mark of quotation ; becayſe the man of reading will 
bave no occafion for the aſſiſtance of ſuch an index, and 
the man of taſte will probably diſcern them by the fin- 
gularity of the ftyle. . ; 

Some of the following pieces, it muſt be acknowled- 
ged, are of the controverſial kind : A ſpecies of wri- 


ting, leaſt ſuſceptible of the graces which embelliſb 


De amicitia, 


3 115 


compoſition ; or rather, moſt deſtitute of the attradlives 
which engage attention, and create delight,—Yet I have 


ſometimes thought, that it is not abſolutely impoſſible to 


make even the ſtern face of controverſy wear a ſmile, 
and to reap ſome valuable fruit from the rugged ſur- 
rows of diſputation, Whether this is effefted in the 
preſent work, the public muſt judge; that it has been 
attempted, the author may be permitted to declare, 
To ſoften the aſperities of argument, views of na- 
ture are interſperſed. That, if the former ſhould 
carry the appearance of a rude entangled foreſt, or of 
a frowning gloomy receſs, there may be ſome agreeable 
openings, and /ightſome avenues, to admit a proſpett 
of the country; which is always arrayed in charms, 


and never fails to pleaſe. 

The author confeſſes a very peculiar fondneſs for 
the amiable ſcenes of creation. It is therefore not at 
all improbable, but his excurſions, on this topic, may 
be of the diffuſive kind, and his deſcriptions ſomewhat 
luxuriant. I is hoped, however, that the benevolent 
reader will indulge him in this favourite foible.— 
any ſhould feel the ſame prevailing paſſion for the beau- 
ties of nature, ths poſſible theſe perſons may be inclined, 
not only to excuſe, but to approve the fault; and 
may take part with the lover, even in oppoſition to the 
crilic. 

Farther to diverſiſ the piece, ſketches philo- 
ſophy are introduced; eaſy to be underſtoad, and cal- 
culated to entertain the imagination, as well as to im- 
prove the heart; more particularly, to diſplay the 


wiſe and beneficent defign of Providence, in the va- 


rious appearances and numberleſs productions of the 
material world. Neither are theſe remarks altogether 
foreign to the main point; but, as far as the wonders 
of creation may comport with the riches of grace, ſub- 
ſerve the general end. © 
As to the choice 9 ubjetts ;—ſome people have 
deſired to ſee an ra Mon 22 the Se / ble and 
predominant vices of the age. This, I apprehend, 
would be like picking off the leaves, or clipping away 
the twigs, from ſome overgrown and noxious tree, 
Waving this tedious and ineffettual toil, I would ra- 
ther lay the axe ts the root, Let the knowledge and 
love , CHRIST take place in the heart, and not 
only a tew of the branches, but the whole body of 
in, will fall at once. | i 
Some would have the author inſiſt upon the conſci- 
entious obſervation of the ſabbath, inculcate the daily 
worſhip of GOD in the family, and urge a devout 
attendance on the public ordinances of religion. But 
when a perſon is convinced of fin, and made ſenſible off 
miſery ; when he has taſted the good word of 
GOD *, and ſeen by faith the LOR D's 
CHRIST; he will want no ſolicitation or in- 
citement to theſe means of grace, and exerciſes of god- 
lineſs. He will have juſt the ſame di en to them 
all, as the ry. etite has to wholeſame food, or 
the new-born babe I to the milk of the breaſt. _ 


* Heb. vi. g. | + Luke li. 26. | 

t 1 Pet. ii. 2. This compariſon is, perhaps, the moſt ex- 
aft and expreſſive that words can form, or fancy conceive. 
Babes eovet nothing but the milk of the breaſt. They are in- 


different about all other things. Give them riches, give them 


honours, give them whatever you pleaſe, without this rich, 
delicious, balmy nutriment, they will not, they cannot be ſa+ 
tisfied. How finely does this illuſtrate, and how forcibly in- 
culcate, what our LORD ſtyles, the ſingle eye, and the one 
thing needful! or the ſalutary doctrines 2 delightful privileges 
of the goſpel; together with that ſupreme value for them, and 
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Others may imagine, that I have neglected the in- 
tereſts of morality ; becauſe here is no profeſſed at- 
tempt to delineate its duties, or enforce its practice. — 
Let theſe perſons remember, that morality never makes 
ſuch vigorous ſhoots, never produces fuch generous 
fruit, as when ingraſted on evangelical principles.— 
And if I do nit crop the pink, the roſe, and the car- 
nation; if I do not gather the peach, the nectarine, 
and the pine-apple; and put them into my reader's 
hand for his immediate enjoyment : I am endeavour- 
ing to ſaw the ſeeds, and plant the roots in his gar- 
den; which, if cheriſhed by the favourable influence 

of heaven, will yield him, not an occaſional, but a 
conſtant ſupply of all. 

As ſeveral texts of ſcripture come under conſidera- 
tion, criticiſms upon the original are frequently ſub- 
joined; in order to clear up ſome difficulties, to rectiſy 
ſome miſtranſlations, or point out the many delicate 
and majterly ſtrokes, which occur in the BIRL E. And 
glad ſhould I be, extremely glad, if I might recommend 
and endear that invaluable book ; if, as the divine 

REDEEMER rideth on in the word of truth, 
of meekneſs, and righteouſneſs *, this hand might 

. featter a palm-branch, or this performance might lie 
as a flawret, to firew his way , and ſolemnize his 
triumph. 

In the courſe of the diſputation, I dare not ſuppoſe 
that I have diſcuſſed all the arguments which ſaga- 
city may deviſe, or ſophiſtry urge. Perhaps, I have 
not removed all the ſcruples, which may awaken pre- 
judice, or embarraſs integrity, This, however, 1 
may venture to affirm, that I myſelf have met with 
no confiderable objeftion, which is not either expreſsly 
anſwered, or virtually refuted, in theſe conferences. 
— And, though I ſhould neither ſatisfy nor filence the 
gainſayer, T ſhall think my endeavours happily employ- 
ed, if they may throw hight upen the dim appreben- 
ion; eftabliſh the wavering faith ; or comfort the 

afflicted conſcience. | 

If any ſhould burleſque or ridicule theſe venerable 

truths, and exalted privileges, I ſhall only ſay with 
my divine MASTER; Ol] that thou hadſt 
known, in this thy day, the things that belong 
to thy peace! but now they are hid, it is evident 
from ſuch a procedure, they are hid from thine 
eyes 4. Should any, in the ſpirit of decency and 
candor, either fart new, or revive old objections, I 
doubt not but they will receive both a due examination 
and a proper reply. As theſe doctrines enter into the 
very eſſence of the goſpel, and conſtitute the glory of 
our religion, they can never want a ſucceſſion of 4. 
cates, ſo 757 as the ſun and moon endure.— For my 


on part, mu beg leave to retire from the liſts, 
and lay down the weapons of controverſy. Vargil's 


language is my e ; 
Diſcedam, explebo numerum, reddarque tenebris. 
This declaration is made, not from any the leaſt 
Suſpicion, that my tenets are indefenſible; but be- 


undivided complacency in them, which are the diſtinguiſhing 
character of the Chriſtian ! nguiining 


Pal. xlv. 4. + Alluding to Matth. xxi. 8. 
5 1 Luke xix. 42. 


cauſe I would apprize my friends, and the friend; of 
our common Chriſtianity, that the field is clear aug 
open for them to advance z that I refign to others th, 
glorious combat ; and fhall. content myſelf with Wiſhing 
them ſucceſs in the name of the LOR D. Becauſe 7 
becomes a perſon in my declining fate, to be more pe- 
culiarly intent upon encountering a different adverſary, 
who 1s ſure to overcome, and never allows quarter. 
Yet, by this word of my teſtimony, and by the 
blood of the LAMB *®*, I hope to triumph even 
when 1 fall; and to be more than conqueror, througb 
JFEHOVLV AH my righteouſneſs, 

Should any thing be urged, forcible enough to over. 
throw my arguments, or detect a miſtake in my ſenti. 
ments, the world may depend upon ſeeing a free and 
undiſſembled retrattation. I ſhall look upon it as 4 
duty, which I owe to my conſcience, to my readers, and 
to my GOD, publicly to acknowledge the error... 
It is one thing to be ſilent ; another to be obſtinate 
As I fhall inflexibly adhere to the firſt, I would with 
equal fteadineſs renounce the laſt. Though I withdraw 

from the ſtrife of pens and of tongues, I ſhall tal. 
care to preſerve a mind ever acceſſible to truth, eve; 
open to convittion ; a mind infimtely more concerned 

for the purity and ee of the everlaſting goſpel, 
than for the prevalence of my own opinion, or the cre- 
dit of my own performance. 

As I have the happineſs of being a member, and 
the honour of being a miniſter, of the reformed eſta. 
bliſhed church; I cannot but reflect, with a becu- 
har pleaſure, that every dofirine of note, maintained 
in theſe dialogues and letters, is either implied in our 
liturgy, aſſerted in our articles, or taught in our 
homilies.—1? affords me likewiſe ſome degree of ſatiſ- 


Hattion to obſerve, that the moſt material of the ſenti- 


ments have been adopted by Milton ; are mcorporated 
into his Paradiſe Loſt ; and add dignity to the ſubli- 
meſt poem in the world. — To have the higheſt human 
authority, and the firſt genius of the nation, on a wri- 
ter s. fide, is no contemptible ſupport. This muſt ſurely 
give a ſanction, where-ever our religious eſtabliſh- 
ment it reverenced, or polite literature is held in re- 
pute. Yet even this ſunction, compared with the o- 
racle of revelation, is only like a range of ciphers, 
connected with the initial figure: which, were they 
detached, would be inſigniſicant; but, in ſuch a ſub- 
ordination, are conſiderable. | 

Perhaps it ſhould be farther acknowledged, that 1 
have not always confined myſelf to the method of our 
ſyſtematic writers, nor followed their train of 
thoughts with a ſcrupulous regularity. I would con- 
duct my fellow-creature to the ſupreme and eternal 


good, CHRIST JESUS, T have choſen the 


path which ſeemed moſt agreeable and inviting, ra- 
ther than moſt beaten and frequented. If this leads, 
with equal 2 to the great and defirable end, 
I dare promiſe myſelf an eaſy excuſe However, that 
method and order, in the dottrinal parts of the 
Plan, are not wholly neglected, the following ſummary 
of contents may ſhew. . 


* Rev. xii. 11, 


. 
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HARACTER of the ſpeakers—On improving converſation — 
0 Elegance, dignity, and ſingular uſefulneſs of the ſcriptures, 


i | 
Walk through the gardens—The beautiful frame and bene- 
ficial ordination of things—Preparatory diſcourſe on the im- 
utation of CHRIST's righteouſneſs Meaning of the terms 
ettled. | 


DIAL 0 UE 
Walk through a meadow Doctrine of CHRIST's ſatisfac- 
tion ſtated - Conſidered as a redemption-price, and as a ſacrifice 
for ſin—Variouſly typefied under the Maſaic diſpenſation. 


D - &:;4:; 6.0 5 IT 
Park and romantic mount-C HRIST's death farther conſi- 
dered, as the very puniſhment which our ſins deſerved—Ob- 
jections, ancient and modern, anſwered—The whole ſummed 
up, and improved, 


D .1a:.0:0 EF; 
Elegant arbour in the lower-garden—Imputation of CHRIS T's 
righteouſneſs - Objcctions from reaſon convaſſed. 


; DI AL OG U E. VI. 

Gallery of pictures Library and its furniture A ſordid 
taſte in painting cenſured: a more graceful manner diſplayed 
—TImputation of CHRIS T's righteouſneſs reſumed—Objections 
from ſcripture urged and refuted, | 


DI AL OG UE VII 
HFlay-making—Pleaſures of nature freely enjoyed —Bleſſings 
of grace beſtowed with equal freeneſs—Theron's plan of ac- 
ceptance with GD; conſiſts of ſincerity, repentance, and good 
works, recommended by the merits of CHRIS T- This ſhewn 
to be a falſe foundation No ſuch thing as a good work, till 
we are accepted through the REDEEMER, 


DIALO GY EVIL, 
Duelling—Animadverſions on the practice Spirituality and 
extent of the divine law—lafinite purity of G . 


D 1 4g n i 
Curious ſummer-houſe No relaxation of the divine law, as 
to the N or the penalty — Its inflexible ſtrictneſs, and prin- 
cipal ends. | | TATE 


DIA LO G U E KX. 

Theron's laſt effort to demoliſh the evangelical ſcheme of ju : 
ſtification — Among other objections, more plauſible and refi- 
ned than the preceding, he ſtrenuouſly inſiſts that faith is our 
rightcouſneſs—Review of the whole. 


DIA L O G U E XI. 
Ruins of Baby/on—Fine paſſage from Mr Howe—Depravity 
and ruin of human nature, as they are repreſented in ſcripture 
Applied, with a view to determine the yet dubious inquiry. 


DIALO G U E XI. 


Extremely hot day A ſolemn ſhady bower True method 


of deriving benefit from the claſſics The wonderful ſtructure 
and ceconomy of the human body, 


DIAL OG UE XII. 
Walk upon the terrace—Deprayity of hyman nature, lajd 
open, and proved from experience 


its ſubſervjency to the grand point. 74 


Theron alone in che fields His ſoliloquy on the charms of 


rural nature His reflections on the conferences — Iſpaſio 

reinforces his arguments for the imputation of CHRIS T's rich- 

teouſneſs—Recommends ſelf-· examination, the keeping of a diary, 

and prayer for the enlightening S PIR IT- Departs, under an 

8 correſpond by letter. 
„ A lein vr Lobba ,: 


his ſon [faac. 


ſes af the doctrine, and 


neſs applied to every caſe of dilireſs, and every time of need. 


E 


N > 
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Aſpaſio opens the correſpondence with ſome important articles 
of duty; deſigned to facilitate ſelf-examination, and promote 
conviction of fin. | 


. | 
Theron, convinced of the iniquity of his life, and the evil of 
his heart, ſees the neceſſity of a better righteouſneſs than his 
own Deſires a farther explanation, and a fuller proof, of tha 
doctrine under debate, 


o 
Aſßpaſio proves the point—from the liturgy— the articles — 
the paſtes of the church of England—and the writings of 
the fathers, | 


8. 


rn. 
Aſpaſio re-eſtabliſhes the tenet, from the ſcriptures of the 
Old Teſtament. | 


1 rA. 

Aſpaſio relates a remarkable panic — Terrors of the day of 
judgment - CHRIS T's righteouſneſs, and its imputation, 
largely demonſtrated from the New Teſtament. | 


„ Nr nd 

Theron takes a curſory view of the habitable creation—Traces 

the perfections of nature through the earth, air, and fire 

Admirable conſtruction, and advantageous effects, of theſe ele- 
ments, | 


L PPT TT E.R...HT. - 1 | 

Aſpaſio takes occaſion to diſplay the no leſs admirable per- 

fection of CHRIS T's righteouſneſs—lts principle—cxtent— 
perſeverance. M1 4 


L EB T. T K N VII. 1425 
Aſpaſio deſcribes a drought — Majeſty and 4 of the ſun, 
after a night of rain The meritorious excellency of CHRIS T's 
righteouſneſs illuſtrated, from the magnificence of his works, 
and the divinity of his perſon. | | 
LET TE R IX. 
Theron's account of the weſtern cliffs—the 
occau—and the benefits of navigation, 


„„ 
Aſpaſio enumerates the much richer benefits reſulting from 
the imputation of CHRIST's righteouſneſs—Shews their hap- 
py influence on holineſs of heart, and obedience of life, | 


LET TE K-20 
Aſpaſio exemplifies the laſt particular in two very memorable 
inſtances—Eſpecially in the conduct of Abraham, offering up 


L E TT E R XI. 
Aſpaſio touches upon union with CHRIS T-—How deſcribed 
in ſcripture—lts bleſſed and glorious effects. | 


DIALOG UE XV. | 
Aſpaſia reviſits Theron—Theron under anxiety of ſpirit— 
Partly to entertain, partly to comfort his friend, A/paſio enlarges 
upon the bounty of the CRE A To k, viſible both in the animal 
and vegetable world The new convert is ſlow of heart to be: 
lieve Evangelical motives to faith. | \ es | 


I AL O G U RK XVI. 
Harveſt · ſcene — Philenor's rote, e of e- 
ver · greens Nature of true faith Its ſure foundation, and 
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pineſs — Advantages of peace A celebration of the goſpel, 
kinds 


and its bleſſings, in a f rhapfody—CHRIST's righteouſ- 
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HERON was a gentleman of fine taſte; 
of accurate rather than extenſive reading; 
and particularly charmed with the ſtudy of 
nature. He traced the planets in their 
courſes, and examined the formation of the meaneſt 
vegetable ; not merely to gratify a refined curiolity, 
but chiefly to cultivate the naher principles of religion 
and morality. Several diſcoveries he made, and every 
diſcovery he improved, to this important end,—to 
raiſe in his mind more exalted apprehenſions of the 
SUPREME BEING,—and to N his aftec- 
tions with a diſintereſted benevolence, conformable, in 
ſome degree, to that boundleſs liberality which per- 
vades and animates the whole creation. 

AseAas10 was not without his ſhare of polite htera- 
ture, and philoſophical knowledge. He had taken a 
tour through the circle of the ſciences ; and, having 
tranſiently ſurveyed the productions of human learn- 
ing, devoted his final attention to the inſpired wri- 
tings. Theſe he ſtudied with the unbiaſſed impartiality 
of a critic, yet with the reverential ſimplicity of a 
Chriſtian, Theſe he regarded, as the wnerring ſtand- 
ard of duty,—the authentic charter of ſalvation, and 
the brighteſt mirror of the DEITY; affording the 
moſt ſatisfactory and ſublime diſplay of all the divine 
attributes. 

Theron was ſomewhat warm in his temper ; and 
would, upon occaſion, make uſe of a little innocent 
raillery ; not to expoſe his friend, but to enliven the con- 
verſation ; fometimes diſguiſing his real ſentiments, in 
order to ſift the ſubject, or Raver the opinion of 
others.— Aſpaſio ſeldom indulges the humorous or ſati- 
rical vein, but argues with meekneſs of wiſdom *. 
never puts on the appearance of guile, but always 
ſpeaks the dictates of his heart. 

Aſpaſio was on a vilit at Theron's ſeat.— One even- 
ing, when ſome neighbouring gentlemen were juſt 
gone, and had left them alone, the converſation took 
the following turn. | 


0 . 
— 


| 


Ap. -I would always be ready, both to acknow- 
ledge and applaud whatever is amiable in the conduct 
of others. The | compre who gave us their com- 
pany at dinner, ſeem to be all of a different charac- 
ter: yet each, in his own way, is extremely agree- 
able . | 4 | 
„ Ilitis ſapientia Leh, x 
is a moſt amiable character, and delicately drawn ; but is, I 
think, expreſſed with greater ſtrength and ſuperior beauty by 
the ſacred penman ; Let him ſbeu out of a good converſation 
his works with meekneſs of wiſdom. Jam. iii. 13, 


Hos. | 


[. 


3 has lively parts, and is quick at repartee; 
but he never abuſes his wit to create uneaſineſs in the 
honeſt heart, and fluſh the modeſt cheek with confu- 
ſion.— What ſolidity of judgment, and depth of 
penetration, appear in Crito “ yet how free are his diſ- 
courſes from the magiſterial tone, or the dictatorial 
ſolemnity ! Ph:lenor's taſte in the polite arts is re- 
markably correct; yet without the leaſt tincture of 
vanity, or any weak fondneſs for applauſe. He never 
interrupts the progreſs, or wreſts the topic of con- 
verſation, in order to ſhine in his particular province. 
—Trebonius, I find, has ſignalized his valour in ſeveral 
campaigns. 'Though a warrior and a traveller, he 
gives himſelf no overbearing or oſtentatious airs. 
In Trebonius, you ſee the brave officer, regulated by 
all the decency of the academic, and ſweetened with 
all the affability of the courtier. N 

No one affects a moroſe ſilence, or aſſumes an immo- 
derate loquacity *. To ingroſs the talk, is tyrannical; 
to ſeal up the lips, is monkiſh. Every one, therefore, 
from a fund of good ſenſe, contributes his quota; 
and each ſpeaks, not with an ambition to /et e him- 
ſelf, but from a deſire to pleaſe the company. 

Ther. Indeed, Aſpaſio, I think myſelf happy in this 
accompliſhed ſet of acquaintance ; who add all the 
complaiſance and politeneſs of the gentleman, to the 
benevolence and Aaelity of the friend. 8 

Their converſation is as innocent, as their taſte is 
refined. — They have a noble abhorrence of ander, 
and deteſt the low ungenerous artifices of de raction.— 
No looſe jeſt has either the ſervice of their tongue, or 
the — of their ſmile.— Was you to be with 
them, even in their freeſt moments, you would hear 
nothing that ſo much as borders F or is 
in the leaſt injurious to purity of morals. 

Aſp. There is but one qualification wantin , to ren- 
der your friends completely valuable, and 4 ſocial 
interviews a — bl F | 

Ther. Pray, what is that ? | 

Aſp. A turn for more ſerious conferences. — Their 
literary debates are beautiful ſketches of whatever is 
moſt curious in the ſciences, or moſt delicate in the 
arts, From their remarks on our national affairs, 
and on foreign occurrences, ' a perſon ' may almoſt 
form a ſyſtem of politics. But they never touch up- 


Zeno being preſent, where a perſon of this loquacious diſ- 
poſition played himſelf off, ſaid, with an air of concern in his 


- countenance, That poor gentlemen is ill, he has a violent flux upon 


him. The company was alarmed, and the rketorician ftopped in 
his career, Yes, added the philoſopher, the flux is fo violent, 
that it has carried his ears into his tongue, 


topic of mralily ; never celebrate the ſablime 
"Serfechions of the D 11 Y; never illuſtrate the beau- 
ties, nor enforce the truths— -- 
Ther. Vie upon you, Aſpaſio, for your unpolite 
hint! Who can forbcar interrupting the harangue, 


which pleads for ſuch an outrageous violation of the 


mode? would introduce ediſying talk into our faſhion- 
able aſſemblies! How is it that you, who, in other 
'inſtances, are a gentleman of refhnement, can be ſo 
' ſtrangely inelegant in this particular ? : 

Aſp. For ſuch a practice, Theron, we have no incon- 
ſiderable precedents. —Thus Socrates *, the wiſeit of 
the Athenian ſages ; thus Scipio 4, the moſt accompliſh- 
ed of the Roman generals, converſed.— Thus Cicero I, 
the prince of orators, improved his elegant retirement 
at the Tuſculan villa. And Horace ||, the brightcit 
genius in the court of Auguſtus, formed the moſt agree- 
able hours of his converſation upon this very plan. 

Was I to enumerate all the patrons of this, forgive 
me if I ſay, more honourable mode; the moſt illuſtri- 
ous names of antiquity would appear on the liſt. 

Ther. This practice, however extolled by the philo- 
ſophic gentry of ancient times, would make a very 
ſingular figure in the preſent age. | 

Aſp. And ſhould not the copy, after which the gene- 
rality of mankind write, be fingularly correct! Perſons 
of exalted fortune are the pattern for general imita- 
tion; are the copy, in conformity to which the infe- 
rior world adjuſt their manners, and regulate their be- 
haviour. + They, therefore, are under the ſtrongeſt ob- 
ligations, not to give a contemptible ſtamp to the faſhion. 
—Benevolence to their fellow- creatures calls loudly 
upon them, a concern for the public good challenges 
it at their hands, that they ſignalize themſelves by a 
pre-eminence in all that is excellent. 

Ther. Away, away with theſe au/tere notions! Such 
a ſtrain of converſation would damp the gaiety of our 
ſpirits, and atten the reliſh of ſociety. It would 
turn the aſſembly into a conventicle, and make it lent 
all the year round. | 

Aſp. Can it then be an auſtere practice, to cultivate 
the underſtanding, and improve the heart? Can it 
damp the guety of our ſpirits, to refine them upon 
the plan of the higheſt perfection ?—Or, will it flat- 
ten the reliſh of ſociety, to ſecure and anticipate ever- 
laſting delights ? | | 

Ther. Everlaſting delights, Aſpaſio /—To talk of ſuch 
a ſubject, would be termed, in every circle of wit and 
gallantry, an uſurpation of the parſon's office; a /ow 
method. of retailing by ſcraps, in the parlour, what 
the man in black vends by wholeſale from the pulpit. 
lt would infallibly mark us out for pedants ; and, 
for ought I know, might expoſe us to the ſuſpicion of 
enthufaſm. 

22 Your men of wit muſt excuſe me, if I cannot 
perſuade myſelf to admire either the de/icacy of their 
language, or the ju/?n2/s of their opinion. | 

The firſt, be it ever ſo humane and graceful, I relign 
to themſelves. —As for the other, I would beg leave 
to inquire, Are the clergy, then, the only perſons, who 
<* ſhould act the becoming part, and converſe like rati- 
* onal beings? Is ſolid wiſdom, and ſacred truth, the 
„ privilege of their order; while nothing is left for 
* you and me, but the play of fancy, or the luxuries 
« of ſenſe?” | 3 0 

I would farther aſk the circles of gallantry, © Where 
* 18 the impropriety of interweaving the noble 


Vid. Socratis Memorabilia, per Xenoph. 

+ See Cicer's dialogue de amicitia; in which we are inform- 
ed, that it was a cuſtomary practice with Scipio, with his polite 
friend Lelius, and ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed nobility of 
Rome, to diſcourſe - wv the intereſts of the republic, and the 
unmortality of the ſoul. | 

1 Vid. Tufſeul, Quast. 
Such were the interviews, of which he ſpeaks with a kind 


of rapture, 1 
O noftes, cænægue deim 


t 
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« doctrines diſplayed by the preacher, with our com- 
«© mon diſcouric? or, what the inconvenience of in- 
« troducing the amiable graces, recommended by his 
lectures, into our ordinary practice?“ 

Will uch an exerciſe of our ſpeech rank us among 
pedants ? Is this the badge of enthuſiaſm ? A ſplen- 
did and honourable badge truly! ſuch as muſt add 
weight to any cauſe, and worth to any character. 

Ther. This would curb the ſprightly fallies of wit, 
and extinguiſh that engaging glow of good-humour 
which enlivens our genteel intercourſes. According- 
ly, you may obſerve, that if any formal creature takes 
upon him to mention, in polite company, a religious 
truth, or a text of ſcripture ; the pretty chat, though 
ever ſo profuſely flowing, ſtagnates in an inſtant. 
Each voluble and facetious tongue ſeems to be ſtruck 
with a ſudden palſy. Every one wonders at the 
ſtrange man's face; and they all conclude him either 
mad or a Methodiſt. F 

Aſp: Agreeable ſtrokes of wit are by no means in- 
compatible with uſeful conyerſation ; unleſs we miſtake 
an iiſipid vivacity or fantaſtic levity, for wit and face- 
tiouſneſs. Neither have I heard, that, among all our 
acts of parliament, any one has paſſed to divorce good- 
ſenſe and good-humour. Why may they not both re- 
fide on the ſame ſame lips, and both circulate through 
the ſame aſſembly? For my own part, I would nei- 
ther have our diſcourſe ſoured with auſterity, nor eva- 
porate into impertinence ; but unite (as a judicious an- 
cient adviſes) the benefits of improvement, with the 
blandiſhments of pleaſantry *. And as to your polite 
people ; if they can find more muſic in the magpre's 
voice, than in the n:ghtingale's note; I muſt own my- 
ſelf as much forprifed at their ears, as they are at the 
ſtrange man's face. 

Ther. With all your grey-headed authorities, I fancy 
you will find yery few proſclytes among the profeſ- 
ſors of modern refinement. Faſhion is, with the world, 
the ſtandard of morals, as well as of cloaths; and he 
muſt be of a very peculiar turn indeed, who would chuſe 
to be ridiculous in either, | 

Aſp. Rather, Theron, he muſt be of a very p/:ant turn, 
who tamely delivers up his conduct to be moulded by 
a faſhion, which has neither true elegance to dignify 
it, nor the leaſt uſefulneſs to recommend it. | 

And which, I beſeech you, is moſt ridiculous ?— 
He who ſervilely imitates every idle faſhion, and is 
the very ape of corrupt cuſtom ?—Or he who aflerts 
his native liberty, and reſolutely follows where ww1/don 
and truth lead the way? 78 vl 

Ther. Would yqu then obtrude religious diſcourſe 
upon every company? Conſider, Aſpaſio, what a motley 
figure this would make.—A wedding, and a ſermon ! 
—quadrille, and St Paul the laſt new play, and pri- 
mitive Chriſtianity ! SIG 

Aſp. You know the rule, Theron, which is given by 
the great MASTER of our aflemblies; Caſt not 
your pearls before ſwine f. Some there are ſo immerſed 
in ſenſuality, that they can reliſh nothing, but the 
coarſeſt huſks of converſation. To theſe, neither offer 
y our pearls, nor proſtitute your intimacy. | 

But, when perſons of a liberal education, and eleva- 
ted ſentiments, hen theſe meet together, why ſhould 
not their diſcourſe be ſuitable to the eminence of their 


rank, and the ſuperiority of their genius? raiſed far 


above the level of that trite and effeminate ſtrain,— 
« Upon my honour, the actreſs topt her part. Hea- 
« vens! how charmingly the ſung! how gracefully 
« ſhe trod the ſtage!” ; | ene 


Ther. Indeed, my Aſpaſſo, I am entirely in your 
way of thinking; however J have hitherto put on the 
maſk. The gift of ſpeech is one great prerogative of 
our rational nature. And ' tis pity that ſuch a ſuperi- 

* Cum quadam illecebra. ac voluptate utiles, Aul. GEL, - 

I Match. vii. 6. cn 


. 


or faculty ſhould be debaſed to the meaneſt purpo- 
ics. 

Suppoſe all our ſtately veſſels, that paſs and repaſs 
the ocean, were to carry out nothing but tinſel, and 
theatrical decorations ; were to import nothing but 
glittering baubles, and nicely-fancied toys: would 
ſuch a method of trading be well-judged in itſelf, or 
beneficial in its conſequences ?—Articulate ſpeech 1s the 
inſtrument of a much nobler commerce, intended to 
tranſmit and diffuſe the treaſures of the mind. 
And will not the practice be altogether as injudicious, 
muſt not the iſſue be infivitely more detrimental, if this 
vehicle of intellectual wealth is freighted only with 

lea ſing fopperies © 
L 455 — folly and extravagance would be hiſſed 
out of the commercial world. Why then are they ad- 
mitted and cheriihed in the /ocra/ * 

Ther. Why indeed ? He mult be far more acute than 
your Theron, who can aſſign a ſingle reaſon to counte- 
nancethem. To explodethem, ten thouſand arguments 
occur.—A continual round of gay and trifling conver- 
ſation *, of viſits quite modiſh, and entertainments 
not moral, muſt give an indolent turn to the mind; 
ſuch as will enervate its powers, indiſpeſe it for gene- 
rous action, and gradually /ap the very foundation of 
virtue. Whereas, a frequent conference on the glories 
of the GOD HEAD, or the wonders of creation, 
would invigorate and ennoble the ſoul; would enlarge 
her faculties, and elevate her deſires. 

Aſp. Did not our hearts burn within us, ſaid the tra- 
vellers at Emmaus, while HE talked with us by the way +? 
Thoſe diſcourſes, 'tis true, were W with a ſpi- 
rit, and enforced with an energy, abſolutely unequal- 
led; yet the ſame happy effects would, in ſome degree, 
reſult from our friendly conterences, if they turned 
upon the ſame important points. We alſo ſhould feel 
our hearts warmed with holy zeal, and glowing with 
heavenly love. | 

Ther. Such conferences would not only be produc- 
tive of preſent advantage, but yield a renewed pleaſure 
in the retroſpect. We might refef, with real compla- 
cency, on hours ſpent in ſo rational a manner. And 
who would not prefer the ſilent applauſe of the heart, 
to all thoſe tumultuous Joys, which wanton jeſts create, 
or the circling glaſs inſpires ? 

Aſp. One f who thoroughly knew mankind, and 
had tried the merits of the jovial board, very perti- 
nently compares ſuch flaſhes of mirth to the crackling 
of thorns under a pot ||. The tranſient blaze of the one, 
and the ſenſeleſs noiſe of the other, continue but for 
a moment; and then expire, that in ſmoke and dark- 
neſs, this in ſpleen and melancholy. 

I ſaid, ſpleen and melancholy.—For however jauntee 
and alert the various methods of modiſh trifling may 
ſeem ; whatever eaſe and grace they are ſuppoſed to 

ive the converſation ; ſure am I, it will be afflictive, 
to /ook back upon interviews ſquandered away in very 
vanity ; and ſhocking, to loo forward upon the ac- 
count which we mutt all ſhortly render.—What figure 
will /uch an article make in the final reckoning, and at 
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the deciſive bar!“ Our ſocial hours, which might 


« have promoted our mutual edification, and been 
* ſubſervient to our CRE A TOR's glory, all 4% in 
« merriment and whim ; or worſe than loft, in flattery 
« and detraction. A blank, or a blot.” 

Ther. Venus, we find, has her zealous knight-errants, 
and Bacchus his profeſſed votaries, in almoſt ever 
company, And is it not truly deplorable, that the 
G O D of nature alone has none to aſſert his honour, 
none to celebrate his perfections? though Hr 1s the 
original of all beauty, and the parent of good, 


The ſignificancy and importance of ſuch converſation was 

ſmartly repreſented by the philoſopher ; who, being aſked, 
how he left the company employed? made anſwer ; Some in milk- 

ing the ram, others in holding the pail. N 


+ Luke xxiv. 32. f King Selamon. | Eccl. vii, 6. 


A N D 


that the LORD of all lords not on 


. 
When J have taken my morning-walk amidſt deus 
and flowers; with the fun ſhedding luſtre round hi 
and unveiling the happy landſcape ; how has my eye 
been charmed with the lovely proſpect | how has m 
ear been raviſhed with the muſic of the grove! Me. 
thought every note was a tribute of harmony; and al 
nature ſcemed one grand chorus, ſwelling with the 
CREATOR's praiſe. —But how has the ſcene been 
reverſed, when, leaving my rural elyſium, I entered the 
haunts of men! where I ſaw faculties divine, mean] 
engaged in trifles ; where I heard the tongue, prompt 
to utter, and fluent to expreſs, every thing but its 
MAKER's glory. 

I aflure you, I have often been chagrined on this 
occaſion ; and ſometimes ſaid within myſelf, — “ What! 
„ ſhall ries be * * and the MAJESTY of 
* heaven neglected ! Shall every friend, and every 
«© vilitant, receive his ſhare of reſpect? and no acknow- 
+ Jledgments be paid to that exalted BEING, who is 
worthy, more than worthy, of all our veneration ?” 
Aſp. This will be ſtill more afflictive to an ingenu- 
ous mind, if we conſider, that the infinite and glori- 
ous G OD is preſent at all our interviews; vouchſafe; 
to expreſs his ſatisfaction, and acknowledges himſelf 
magnified, when, with admiration and love, we talk 
of his tranſcendent excellencies.—Nay, we are aſſured, 

iy hearkens, but 
keeps a book of remembrance ; and will diſtinguiſh ſuch 
perions, at the day of univerſal retribution. When 
the looſe train of licentious talkers are driven away 25 
the deſpicable cha, theſe ſhall be ſelected for his pecu- 
lar treaſure, and numbered among the jewels of J EH0- 
VAHX. 

Ther. If the gentlemen who make high pretenſions 
to reaſon, think themſelves diſcharged from theſe 
doctrines of revelation, they ſhould not forget their 
own ſcriptures. A philoſopher will tell them the duty of 
employing their time, as in the awful preſence, and 
under the immediate inſpection, of the SUPREME 
BEING +#.—An orator will ſhew them the egregious 
OY of waſting their friendly interviews, in the 
fumes of drollery, or the froth of impertinence]. 

Aſp. Who then, that is wiſe, would not habituate 
himſelf to a practice, which comes recommended by the 
voice of reaſon, and is enforced by the authority of 
GOD?—A practice, which will adminiſter preſent 


good, —will afford pleaſing reviews, —and terminate in 


everlaſting Honour? 

Ther. Tis ſtrange, that ſubjects which deſerve to be 
received as the univerſal topic, are almoſt uni- 
verſally baniſhed from our diſcourſe. Was this cabi- 
net enriched with a ſeries of antique medals, or a col- 
lection of the fineſt gems ; my friends would naturally 
expect to be entertained with a ſight of thoſe rarities, 


and an explanation of their meaning. Why ſhould | ij 


we not as naturally expect, and as conſtantly agree, to 
entertain each other with remarks on thoſe admirabt: 
curigſities, which are depoſited in the boundleſs muſe: 
um || of the univerſe? g | 
When a general has won ſome important victory, or 
an admiral has deſtroyed the enemy's fleet ; every 


* Mal. iii, 16, 17. This is a paſſage much to be obſerved. Wil 


A moſt emphatical recommendation of religious diſcourſe | 
perhaps the moſt emphatical that ever was ufed, and the molt 
endearing that can poſſibly be conceived, 

+ Sic certe vivendum eft, tanquam in conſpectu vivamus : ſi 
cogitandum, tanquam aliquis in pectus intimum inſpicere poſſit : el 
poteſt. Quid enim profit ab homine aliguid efſe ſecretum ? Nibil 
Deo clauſum eft. Intereſt animis noſtris, et cogitationibus medils 
intervenit. SENEC. epiſt, 83. 

Cicero ſays, with an air of graceful indignation; Quaſi vero 
clarorum virorum aut tacitos congreſſus efſe oporteat, aut li. 
A aut rerum colloquia leviorum. Academ. Qu 
lib. IV. ; 


| Muſeum—alluding to a remarkable * edifice in the city of 


Oxford, diſtinguiſhed by this name; and appropriated to the 
reception of curioſities, both natural and artificial; and to the 


Britiſh Muſzum in London. 


x 
fs 
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-ſounds with their achievements ; every 
eren 1 75 trumpet of their fame. And why 
mould we not celebrate, with equal delight and ar- 

that ALMIGHTY hard, which formed the 
gructure, and furniſhed the regions, of this ſtupen- 

m? | : 

hos cially; if to his immenſelyglorious, we add 
his J bremely-amiable perfections.— When the victorious 
commander is our moſt cordial friend; when he has 
profeſſa the tendereſt love, done us the moſt ſignal 
v90d, and promiſed us a perpetual enjoyment of his 
2 yours; it will be impoſſible to neglect ſuch an illuſtri- 
045 and generous perſon. His name muſt be engraven 
upon our hearts; muſt ſlide inſenſibly into our tongues; 
1nd be as muſic to our ears. f 

Is not all this true, and in the moſt ſupereminent 
degree, with regard to the bleſſed G O Dan great- 
er tindneſs be exerciſed, or greater love be conceived, 
than to deliver up his own Son to torments and death, 
for the expiation of our ſins ?—Can benefits more de- 
firable be granted, than to adopt us for his children, 
and ſanctify us by his SPIRIT ?—Can promiſes more 
invaluable be made, than thoſe which inſure to us the 

referments of heaven, and the riches of eternity ? 

All this is atteſted, concerning the almighty MA] E- 
8 V. in the ſcripturesof truth. What a fund, therefore, 
ſor pleaſing and delicate converſation, are the ſcriptures ” 

Ther. Here alſo I have the pleaſure of concurring 
with my Aſpafio : though I believe he ſuſpects me to be 
ſomewhat wavering or defective in my veneration for 
the ſcriptures. | $ Yah 

Aſp. No, Theron : I have a better opinion of your 
taſte and diſcernment, than to harbour any ſuch ſuſpi- 
cion. 

Ther. The ſcriptures are certainly an inexhauſtible 
fund of materials for the moſt delightful and ennobling 
diſcourſe. When we conſider the Author of thoſe ſa- 
cred books, — that they came originally from Heaven,. — 
were dictated by divine wiſdom, —have the fame con- 
ſummate excellence as the works of creation ;—it is 
really 3 „that we are not always ſearching, by 
ſtudy, by meditation, or converſe, into one or other 
of thoſe grand volumes. 

Aſp. When Secker preaches, or Murray pleads, the 
church is crouded, and the bar thronged. When 
Spence produces the refinements of criticiſm, or Young 
diſplays the graces of poetry; the preſs toils, yet is 
ſcarce able to ſupply the demands of the public. Are 
we eazer to hear, and impatient to purchaſe, what pro- 
ceeds from ſuch eloquent tongues, and maſterly pens ? 
And can we be coldly indifferent, when—not the moſt 
accompliſhed of mankind,—not the moſt exalted of 
creatures,— but the adorable AU-TH OR of all wiſ- 
dom, ſpeaks in his revealed word? Strange! that our 
attention does not hang * upon the venerable accents, 
and our talk dwell upon the incomparable truths ! 

Ther. I admire, I muſt confeſs, the very language of 
the Bible. In this, methinks, I diſcern a conformit 
between the hook of nature and the hook of ſcripture. 

In the book of nature, the divine TEACHER 
ſpeaks, not barely to our ears, but to all our ſenſes. 
And it is very remarkable, how he varies his addreſs ! 
—Obferve his grand and auguſt works. In theſe he 
uſes the ſtyle e We may call it the true ſb- 
Ine. It ſtrikes with awe, and tranſports the mind.— 
View his ordinary operations. Here he deſcends to 2 
plainer dialect. is may be termed the familiar ſtyle. 
We comprehend it with eafe, and attend to it with 
pleaſure.—In the more ornamented parts of the crea- 
tion, he clothes his meaning with elegance. All js rich 
and brilliant. We+are delighted; we are charmed. 
And what is this, bat the forid ſtyle? - 


* St Luke, in his evangelical hiſtory, uſes this beautiful i- 
mage, cFopeuers, The people hung upon the lips of their all-wiſe 
TEACHER. Luke xix. 48. Which implies two very 
ſtrong ideas Ann attention that nothing could interrupt, — and 
an eagerneſs ſcarce ever to be ſatisfied; ; 1 0 
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A variety, ſomewhat ſimilar, runs through the 
ſcriptures. Would you ſee hi/tory in all her ſimplicity, 
and all her force; moſt beautifully eaſy, yet irreliſtibly 
ſtriking See her, or rather fee/ her energy, touching 
the niceſt movements of the ſoul, and triumphing over 
our paſſions, in the inimitable narrative of 245 h's 
life. —The repreſentation of E/au's bitter di _ z 
the converſation- pieces of Jonathan, and his gallant 
friend +; the memorable journal of the diſciples goin 
to Emmaus j; are finiſhed models of the impaſſioned an 
affecting, Hexe is nothing ſtudied ; no flights of fancy; 
no embelliſhments of oratory. Yet how inferior is the 
epiſode of Niſus and Euryalus, though worked up b 
the molt maſterly — q in the world, to the undiſ- 
ſembled artleſs fervency of theſe ſcriptural ſketches || ! 

Are we pleaſed with the elevation and dignity of an 
heroic poem, or the tenderneſs and perplexity of a dra- 
matic performance? In the book of Feb, they are both 
united, and both unequalled.—Conformably to the 
exacteſt rules of art, as the action advances, the inci- 
dents are more alarming, and the images more magni- 
hcent, The language glows, and the pathos fwells ; 
til, at laſt, the 5 EIT Y himſelf makes his entrance. 
He ſpeaks from the whirlwind, and ſummons the crea- 
tion: ſummons heaven, and all its ſhining hoſt ; the e- 
lements, and their moſt wonderful productions; to 
vouch for the wiſdom of his providential diſpenſations. 
—His word ſtrikes terror, and flaſhes conviction ; de- 
cides the momentous controverſy, and cloſes the 
auguſt drama, wich all poſſible ſolemnity and gran- 
deur. 

If we ſometimes chuſe a plaintive ſtrain ; ſuch as 
ſoitens the mind, and ſooths an agreeable melancholy ; 


are any of the ancient e. ſuperior, in the elo- 


quence of mourning, to David's pathetic elegy on his 
beloved Jonathan + ; to his moſt paſſionate and incon- 
ſalable moan over the lovely but unhappy 4A5/alom ; 
or to that melodious wo, which warbles and bleeds, 
in every line of Jeremiab's Lamentations ? | | 
Would we be cntertaincd with the daring ſublimity 
of Homer, or the correct majeſty of Virgil! with tte 
expreſlive delicacy of Horace, or the rapid excurſions 
of Pindar * Behold them joined, behold them excelled, 
in the odes of Mz/es, and the euchariſtic hymn of De- 


Gen. xxvii. 30, & 1 1 Sam. xvill. xix. xx. 

| } Luke xxiv. 13. &c. 

| Let a perſon of true taſte peruſe, in a critical view, the 
two firſt chapters of St Luke, He will there find a ſeries of tlie 
moſt ſurpriſing incidents, related with the greateſt ſmplicity, yet 
withthe utmoſt maje/ty,—All which, extremely affecting in them- 
ſelves, are heightened and illuminated, by a judicious intermixture 
of the ſublimeſt pieces of poetry. For my own part, I know not 
how to characterize them more properly than by Solomon's ele- 
gant compariſon ;—They are as gold rings jet with the beryl, 
or as bright ivory overlaid with ſapphires. Cant. v. 14. | 

+ 2 Sam. i. 19. &c. | 

—+ 2 Sam, xviii. 33. The king was vchemently affected 
(VV) and went up to the chamber, and wept : and as he went, - 
he ſaid, © my fon Abſalom ! my ſen, my /on' Abſalom! Mold 
to GOD I had died for thee! O Abſalom, my ſen, my ſon !— 
Such a picture, and fo much pathos; ſo artleſs both, and both 
ſo exquiſite; I muſt acknowledge, I never met with, among 
all the,repreſentations of dignity in diſtreſs. — The king's troops 
had gained a ſignal victory. His crown and his life were reſcu- 
ed from the moſt imminent danger. Yet all the honours and 
all the joys of this ſucceſsful day, were ſwallowed up and loſt 
in the news of Abſalom's death.— The news of Ab/alom's death 
ſtruck, like a dagger, the afflicted father. He ſtarts from, his ſeat. 
He haſtens into retirement, there to pour out his ſoul in copi- 
ous lamentation. But his anguiſh is too impetuous to bear a 
moment's reſtraint, He burſts immediately into a flood of tears; 
and cries, as he goes, © Abſalom, &c, 

What ſays Mezentius, when his ſon is ſlain? when, to ſha 
en his ſorrow, the pale corpſe, the miſerable ſpectacle, is before 


his eyes, and within. bis arms! 'The moſt pathetic word he 
utters, is, of 


Heu ! nunc miſero mihi demum 

Exilium infelix, nunc alt# vulnus adactum. | | 
How languid is Virgil! how inexpreſſive the prince of Lati 
poetry | compared with the royal mourner in ra Moſt ey 
dent, from this and many other inſtances, is the riority of 
the ſcriptures, in copying nature, and painting the paſſions, 
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borah ; in the exalted devotion of the plalms, and the 
lorious enthuſtaim of the prophets. 

Aſp. Only with this difference, that the former are 
tuneful triſlers *, and amuſe the fancy with empty 
ſition ; the latter are teachers ſent from G O D, and 
make the foul wiſe unto ſalvation, —The Bible is not 
only the brighteſt ornament, but the moſt invaluable 
depolitum. On a right, a practical knowledge of theſe 
lively oracles, depends the preſent comfort, and the end- 
leſs felicity of mankind. Whatever, therefore, in 
ſtudy or converſation, has no connection with ther 
divine contents, may be reckoned among the toys of 
literature, or the ciphers of diſcourſe. | | 

Ther. Here again the book of ſcripture is ſomewhat: 
like the magazine of nature. What can we delire for 
our accommodation and delight, which this ſtore-houſe of 
conveniencies does not afford ? What can we with for 
our ed:fication and improvement, which that fund of know- 
ledge does not ſupply ? Of theſe we may truly aftirm, 
each, in its reſpective kind, is profitable unto all things. 

Are we admirers of antiquity *—Here we are led 
back, beyond the univerſal deluge, and far beyond the 
date of any other annals. We are introduced among 
the earlieſt inhabitants of the earth. We take a view 
of mankind in their undiſguiſed primitive plainneſs, 
when the days of their life were but little ſhort of 
a thouſand years — We are brought acquainted with 
the original of nations; with the creation of the world; 
and with the birth of time itſelf. 

Are we delighted with v achievements ?—Where 
is any thing comparable to the miracles in Egypt, and 
the wonders in the field of Zoan? to the memoirs of 
the Iſraelites, paſſing through the depths of the ſea, 
ſojourning amidſt he unhoſpitable deſerts, and conquer- 
ing the kingdoms of Canaan? Where ſhall we meet with 
inſtances of martial bravery, equal to the prodigious 
exploits of the judges ; or the adventurous deeds of 
Jeſſe's valiant ſon, and his matchlefs band of ꝛwort hies f? 
Here we behold the fundamental laws of the uni- 
verſe, ſometimes ſuſpended, ſometimes reverſed ; and 
not only the current of Jordan, but the courſe of na- 
ture controlled. In ſhort, when we enter the field of 
ſcripture, we tread—on enchanted, ſhall I ſay? rather 
on conſecrated ground; where aſtoniſhment and awe 
are awakened at every turn; where is all, more than 
all, the marvellous of romance f, connected with all 
the preciſion and ſanctity of truth. 

If we want maxims of wiſdom, or have a taſte for 
the /aconic ſtyle ; how copiouſly may our wants be ſup- 
0 and how delicately our taſte gratified ! eſpecial- 
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, in the book af Proverbs, Eccleſiaſtes, and ſome of 

e minor prophets, — Here are the moſt ſage leſſons of 
inſtruction, adapted to every circumſtance of life, 
formed upon the experience of all drr ages, and 

erfected by the —_—_ SPIRIT of inſpiration. — 
heſe delivered with ſuch remarkable conciſeneſs, that 
one might venture to ſay, every word is a ſentence ||. 
At leaſt, every ſentence may be called an apophthegm, 
ſparkling with brightneſs of thought, or weighty with 
olidity of ſenſe. The whole, like a profuſion of pearls, 
—each containing, in a very iſmall compaſs, a value 
almoſt immenſe, — all heaped up (as an ingenious critic 
ſpeaks) with a confuſed magniticence, above the little 
niceties of order, 

If we look for the /rength of reaſoning, and the 
warmth of exhortation ; the inſinuating arts of genteel 
addreſs, or the manly boldneſs of impartial reproof ; all 
the thunder of the orator, without any of his oſtenta- 
tion ; all the politeneſs of the courtier, without any 


| | * Ludit amabiliter. 
+ See 2 Sam. xxiii, 8. &c. 1 Chron. xi. 10. &c. 
Heroum fabula veris 

Vincitur hiftoriis, © 2 
What Cicero ſaid of Thucydides, is more eminently true con- 
cerning our royal moraliſt, and his rich collection of ethics; 
concerning our evangelical hiſtorians, and their copious variety 
of facts. Num adeo eſſe rebus plenum refertumque, ut prope ver- 
borum numerum numero rarum quot. | 7 


1 
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of his flattery :—let us have recourſe to the acts of the 
apoſtles, and to the epiſtles of St Paul x. Theſe are N 
Jpectmen, or rather theſe are the ſlandard, of them all. 

I do not wonder, therefore, that a taſte ſo reſined 
and a judgment fo correct as Milton's, ſhould diſcern 
higher attractives in the volume of inſpiration, than in 
the molt celebrated authors of Greece and Nose. 


—Tet not the more 
Ceaſe I to wander, ⁊chere the muſes haunt, 
Clear ſpring, or ſhady grove, or ſunny hill, 
Smt with the love of ſacred ſong : but CHE xp 
Thee, Sion, and the flowery banks beneath, 
That waſh thy hall:w'd feet, and warbling flow, 
Nightly I viſit f. 

4/þ. Another recommendation of the ſcriptures, i, 
That they afford the moſt awful and moſt amiable mz. 
nifeſtations of the GODHEAD. His glory ſhine, 
and his goodneſs ſmiles, in thoſe divine pages, with 
unparallelled luſtre.—Here we have a fatisfactory ex. 
planation of our own ſtate. The origin of evil is tra. 
ced ; the cauſe of all our miſery diſcovered ; and the 
remedy, the infallible remedy, both clearly ſhewn, and 
freely offered. The merits of the bleeding FESUS laya 
frm foundation for all our hopes ; while gratitude for 
his dying love ſuggeſts the moſt winning incitements to 
every duty. —Morality, Theron, your (andlet me add, my) 
admired morality, is delineated in all its branches, is 
placed upon its proper baſis, and raiſed to its higheſt 
elevation.ä— The SPIRIT of GOD is promiſcd to 
enlighten the darkneſs of our underſtandings, and 
{trengthen the imbecillity of our wills. What an 
angie Ca you indulge me, on this favourite to- 
pic! 

Ther. It is, I aſſure you, equally pleaſing to myſelf, 
Your enlargements, therefore, need no apology. 

Aſp. What ample proviſion is made, by thele bleſſed 
books, for all our ſpiritual wants! And, in this reſpect, 
how indiſputable is their ſuperiority to all other com- 
politions : 

Is any one convinced of guilt, as provoking heaven, 
and runing the ſoul ?—Let him aſk Reaſon to point 
out a means of reconciliation, and a refuge of fafety, 
Reaſon heſitates, as ſhe replies; The DEITY may, 
perhaps, accept our ſupplications, and grant for 
„ giveneſs.“ But the ſcriptures leave us not to the 
fad uncertainty of conjecture. They ſpeak the lan- 
guage of clear aſſurance. GO D has ſet forth a pro- 
pitiation 1: He dees forgive our inquities ||: He will 
remember our fins no more +. 

Are we aſſaulted by temptation, or averſe to duty! 


—Philoſophy may attempt to parry the thruſt, or to 
{tr ap the reluctant mind, by diſcloſing the deformity 
of vice, and urging the itneſ of things. Feeble ex- 
pedients ! Jul as well calculated to accompliſh the 
ends rope ed, as the flunſy fortification of a cobweb 


to defend us from the ball of a cannon; or, as the gen- 
tle vibrations of a lady's fan to make a wind-bound 
navy ſail. —The Bible recommends no ſuch incompe- 
tent ſuccours. My grace, ſays its almighty AUTHOR, 


Another very remarkable inſtance of propriety in St. Pauls 
writings, is, that though df uſe in the doctrinal, they are conciſe 
in the preceptive parts. On the former, it was abſolutely ne- 
ceffary to enlarge. On the latter, it is always judicious to be 
ſhort, The celebrated rule of Horace, 


___ Nutcquid precipies, eſto brevis, 
was never more exactly obſerved, nor more finely exempliſiod, 
than by our apoſtolic author. See that noble firing of precepts, 
1 Thef. v. 16. 17. &c.—See another choice collection of the 
ſame kind, Rom. xii. 9. 10. Cc. In which the energy of the 
diftion is no leſs admirable, than the. conci/ene/s of the ſen- 


rence. Anoruywltc—x0\nguiompinoropyo—{rric—rporxapl: puvre oxi 


are ſome of the moſt vigorous words that language can furniſh, 

and form the moſt animated meaning that imagination can con- 

ccive. | | — 

+ That is, © He ſtill was pleaſed to ſtudy the beauties of the 

ancient poets; but his higbeſt delight was in the ſongs of 

Sion, in the holy ſcriptures, and in theſe he meditated day 
and night,” See Dr Newton's edit. 
+ Rom. iii, 25, | Pfal. ci. 3. 4 Heb. viii. 12. 
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J fineſt genius, and moſt accompliſhed | on, 


: eient for thee in ſhall not have dominion over 
erh“ great EH OV AH, in whom is ever- 
faſting emer, he worketh in us both to will, and to do, 
is oood pleaſure \+ Fees 2, | 

hond — 1 viſited with fitneſs, or overtaken by 
any calamity, the conſolation w. ich Plato offers, is, 
That ſuch difpenfations coincide with the univerſal plan 
of divine government. Virgil will tell us, for our re- 
lief, That afflictive viſitations are, more or leſs, the 
unavoidable lot of all men. Another oraliſt whiſpers 
in the dejected ſufferer's ear, Impatience adds to 
« the load; whereas a calm ſubmiſſion renders it more 
« ſypportable.” Does the word of revelation dil- 


penſe ſuch /piritleſs and fugitive cordials ?—No : tho!e 


facred pages inform us, that tribulations are fatherly 
chaſtiſements ; tokens of our MAKE R's love, and 
fruits of his care: that they are intended to work in 
us the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs, and to work 
out for us an eternal weight of glory |}. 

Should we, under the ſummons of death, have re- 
courſe to the moſt celebrated comforters in the Heathen 
world; they would increaſe our apprehenſions, rather 
than mitigate our dread. Death 1s repreſented, by the 

at maſter of their ſchools, as © the moſt formidable 
& of all evils.” They were not able pgſitively to deter- 
mine, whether the ſoul ſurvived ; and never ſo much 
as dreamed of the reſurrection of the body.-—Whereas, 
the book of G0 D ſtrips the monſter of his horrors, 


or turns him into a meſſenger of peace; gives him an 


angel's face, and a deliverer's hand ; aſcertaining to 
the ſouls of the righteous, an immediate tran/lation in- 
to the regions of bliſs ; and enſuring to their bodies, a 
moſt advantageous revival, at the reſtoration of all 
things. : 

Iveftimable book! Tt heals the maladies of life, 
and ſnbdues the fear of death. It ſtrikes a lightſome 
viſta, through the gloom of the grave; and opens a 
charming, a glorious proſpect of immortality in the 
heavens. | 

Theſe, with many other excellencies peculiar to the 
ſcriptures, one would imagine more than ſufficient to 
engage every ſenſible heart in their favour, and intro- 
duce them, with the higheſt eſteem, into every impro- 
ved converſation. —They had ſuch an effect upon a 
at for- 
mer or latter ages can boaſt. Inſomuch, that he made, 


* 2 Cor. xii, 9. + Rom. vi. 14. f Phil. ii. 13. 
| 2 Cot. iv. 17. What are all the conſola tory expedients 

preſcribed in all the volumes of Heathen morality, compared 
with this one recipe of revelation? They are, in point of 
chearing efficacy, ſomewhat like the froth on the —_ of a 
thouſand rapid ſtreams, compared with a ſingle draught of Ho- 
mer's Nepenthe ; which, he tells us, was 

Temper'd with drugs of ſov'reign uſe, t'aſſuage 

The boiling boſom of tumultuous rage : 

To clear the cloudy front of wrinkled care, 

And dry the tearful fluices of deſpair. | 

Charm'd with that virtuous draught, th' exalted mind 

All ſenſe of wo delivers to the wind. Odyſſ. IV. 

} If we conſider David, in the great variety of his fine qua · 

lifications ;—the ornametits of his perſon, and the far more il- 
luſtrious endowments of his mind; — the ſurpriſing revolutions 
in his fortune; ſometimes feduced to the loweft ebb of adyer- 
ſity; ſometimes riding upon the higheſt tide of ptoſperity ;— 
his ſingular dexterity in extricating himſelf from difficulties, 
and peculiar felicity in accommodating himſelf to all circum- 
ſtances ;—the prizes he won, as a youthful champion; and the 


4 | victories he gained, as an experienced general; — his maſterly 
t 
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hand upon the harp, and Kis inimitable talent for poetry; 
the admirable . of his royal government, and the in- 
comparable uſefulneſs of his public writings ;=the depth of 
his repentance, and the height of his devotion ;—the vigour 
of his faith in the n and the ardour of his love 
to the divine M A JES 


his life; we ſhall ſeefuch an 4/#mblage of ſhining qualities, as per- 
depo wry never united in any other merely human character. 

, This obſervation was expunged. But, upon maturer thoughts, 
it is offered to the public; in order to cohvince 4 polite reader, 
that the love of the ſcriptures, and the exerciſe of devotion, 
are by no means the low peculiarities of a vu/gar mind. 


'Y If we confider theſe, with ſeveral 
other marks of honour and grace, which ennoble the hiſtory of 
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while living, this public declaration ; and left it, when 
he died, upon everlaſting record ;—How ſweet are thy 
words unto my taſte! yea, ſweeter than honey unto 
mouth *. -O how love I thy law! it 15 my meditation all 
the day f. Mine eyes prevent the night-watches, that 1 
may be occupied in thy precepts ; and I will ſpeak of thy 
teſtimonies even before kings {If David taſted fo mu 
ſweetneſs in a /mall, and that the /zaſt valuable, part 
of the divine word ; how much richer is the featt te, 
us? ſince the goſpel is added to the law, and the cas 
non of ſcripture completed! fince (to borrow the 
words of a prophet) the LORD GOD has /ſeale# 
up the ſum ; has put the laſt hand to his work; and 
rendered it full of wiſdom, and perfect in beauty ||. 


Ther. Another very diſtinguiſhing peculiarity of the 
facred writings juſt occurs to my mind. The method 
of communicating advice, or adminiſtering reproof; 


by parables. A method which levels itſelf to the /owe/? 
apprehenſion, without giving offence to the moſt ſupers 
cilious temper ; yet is as much ſuperior to plain unor- 
namented precept, as the enlivened ſcenes of a wells 
wrought tragedy, are more impreſſive and affecting 
than a ſimple narration of the plot. 

Our LORD was aſked by a ſtudent of the Feror/b 
law, Who is my pu. ch which implied another que- 
ſtion, How is he to be loved: The inquirer was concerted 
of himſelf ; yet ignorant of the truth, and deficient in 
his duty. Had the mile INSTRUCTORof man- 
kind abruptly declared, Tou neither know the former, 
nor fulfil the latter ; probably the queriſt would have 
reddened with indignation, and departed in a rage. 
Therefore, to teach, and not diſguit ; to convince the 
man of his error, and not exa/perate his mind; the 
bleſſed 7E SVS frames a reply, as amiable in the 
manner, as it was pertinent to the purpoſe. | 
A certain perfon geing down from Jeruſalem to Fes 
richo, fell among thieves 4. Not content to rob him 
ot his treaſure, they {trip him of his garments ; wound 
him with great barbarity ; and leave him half dead. 
Soon after this calamitqus accident, a traveller hap- 
pens to come along that very road. And what ren- 
ders him more likely to adminiſter relief, he is one of 
the ſacred order : one who taught others the lovely leſ- 
ſons of humanity and charity ; and was, therefore, 
under the ſtrongeſt obligations to exemplify them in 
his own practice. He juſt glances an eye upon the 
deplorable object; ſees him ſtretched on the cold 
ground, and weltering in his blood : but takes no far- 
ther notice; nay, to ayoid the trouble of an inquiry, 
paſſes by on the other ſide.—Scarce was he departed, 
when a Levite approaches. This man comes nearer, and 
/coks on the miſerable ſpectacle ; takes a leiſurely and at- 
tentive ſurvey — of the caſe. And though every gaſh 
in the bleeding fleſh cried and pleaded for compaſſion ; 
this miniſter of the ſanctuary neither ſpeaks a word td 
comfort, nor moves a hand to help. Laſt comes a Ca- 
maritan =; one of the abhorred nation, whom the 


* Pſal, cxix. 103, f ibid. exix. 176 t ibid. cxix. 46. 
| Ezek. xxvill. 12. + Luke x. 30. &c. 

This ſeems to be the import of aver xz: ov, Luke x. 32, 
This diverſifies the idea, and heightens the deſcription, of 
Fewi/b inhumanity. LY | 

== If this was a parable, We Cannot but admire the accuracy 
of our LORD, both in /ayimg the ſcene, and ſelecting the 
circumſtances. —lt is the maxim of a great critic, | * 

Ficta voluptatis cauſa ſint proxima verit. 

And how very apparent is the air of probability in this facred 
apologue ! The way from Jeruſalem to Jericho, lyiog through 
a deſert, was much infeſted by thieves, and rob commòdious 2 
their purpoſes of violence. — What could be more likely to 
happen, han the paſſage of 2 prieſt and Eevite along thin 
rod? fince Jericho was a city appropriated to the L#vitieal 
order, and contained no leſs than twelve thouſind attendants 
on the ſervice — page | N | 

ow judicioufly is the principal figure cireurhſtanced fo 
Had the calamity befallen a Samuritun, it would have mide 
but /22#/c iniprefſions of pity ; and thoſe, perhaps, ininiediates' 
ly effaced by fronger emotions of hate. But, when it.was a 
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Jew hated with the moſt implacable malignity. Though 
the Levite had neglected an expiring brother; though 
the prieſt had with-held his pity from one of the 
LOR D's peculiar people; the very moment this Sa- 
maritan ſees the unhappy ſuffercr, he melts into com- 
miſeration. He forgets the embiltered foe, aud conſi- 
ders only the diſtreſſed fellow-creature. Ile ſprings from 
his horſe, and reſolves to intermit his journey. The 
oil and wine, intended for his own refreſhment, he 
freely converts into healing unguents. He binds up 
the wounds; ſets the diſabled ſtranger upon his own 
beaſt; and with all the 22 of a ſervant, with all 
the tenderneſs of a brother, conducts him to an inn. 
There he depoſits money for his preſent uſe; charges 
the hoſt to omit nothing that might conduce to the 
recovery or comfort of his gueſt ; and promiſes to de- 
fray the whole expence of his lodging, his mainte- 
nance, and his cure. 

What a lively picture this of the moſt diſintereſted 
and active benevolence | A benevolence which excludes 
no perſons, not even ſtrangers or enemies, from its 
tender regards; which diſdains no condeſcenſion, 
grudges no coſt, in its labours of love. Could any 
method of conviction have been more forcible, and at 
the ſame time more pleaſing, than the interrogatory pro- 
poſed by our LORD, and deduced from the {tory ? 
Which now of theſe three, thinkeſt thou, was neighbour 
unto him that fell among the thieves? Or can there be 
an advice more ſuitable to the occaſion, more 1mportant 
in its nature, or expreſſed with a more /ententious ener- 

„than Go thou, and do likewiſe *—In this caſe, the 
. inſtructs, the delinquent condemns, himſelf. 
Bigotry bears away its prejudice ; and Pride (when the 
moral ſo ſweetly, ſo imperccptibly inſinuates) even 
pride itſelf lends a willing ear to admonition. 

Aſp. It has been very juſtly remarked, That this 


eloquence of ſimilitudes is equally affecting to the wiſe, 
and intelligible to the ignorant. It fews *, rather 
than relates, the point to be illuſtrated. It has been 


admired by the beſt judges in all ages; but never was 
carried to its higheſt perfection, till our LORD ſpoke 
the parable of the * +: Which has a beauty, 
that no paraphraſe can heighten; a per/picurty, that 
renders all interpretation needleſs ; and a force, which 
every reader, not totally inſenſible, muſt feel. 

Ther. The condeſcenſion and goodneſs of GOD are 
every where conſpicuous. In the productions of na- 
ture, he conveys to us the moſt valuable fruits, b 
the intervention of the ſovelieſt bloſſoms. Thougk 
the preſent is in itſelf extremely acceptable, he has gi- 
ven it an additional endearment, by the beauties which 
array it, or the perfumes which ſurround it.—In the 
Pages of revelation likewiſe, he has communicated to 
us the moſt glorious truths, adorned with all the graces 


Jeu that lay bleeding to death, the repreſentation was ſure to 
intere/t the hearer in the diſtreſs, and awaken a tender concern, 
Had the relief been adminiſtered by a Jew, the benevolence 
would have ſhone, but in a much fainter light. Whereas, 
when it came from the hands of a Samaritan, whom all the 
Jews had agreed to execrate, and rank with the very fiends of 
hell, how bright—how charmingly and irreſiſtibly bright—was 
the luſtre of ſuch charity ! 

Let the reader conſider the temper expreſſed in that ranco- 


rous reflection; Thou art a Samaritan, and haſt a devil, John 


viii, 48.— Let him compare that inveterate malevolence, with 
the benign and compaſſionate ſpirit of our amiable traveller.--- 
Then let him ſay, whether he ever beheld a finer or a bolder 
contraſt ? whether, upon the whole, he ever ſaw the ordonnance 
of deſcriptive painting, more ju/tly deſigned, or more happily 
executed 

I would beg leave to obſerve farther, That the virulent ani- 
moſity of the ew diſcovers itſelf even in the lawyer's reply; 
He that ſbewed mercy. on him. He will not ſo much as name 


the Samaritan; eſpecially in a caſe, where he could not be named 


without an honourable diſtinCtion.---So ſtrongly marked, and 
ſo exactly preſerved, are the v ,, the manners or diſtinguiſh 
ing qualities of each perſon, in the ſacred narrations ! 

» Diſcentem, ſays Seneca upon the ſubject, er audientem in 
rem praſentem adducunt. Epiſt, lix, + Luke xy. 11. &c, 


AND 
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of compeſitien : ſuch as may poliſh the man of genius, 
and improve the man of worth; ſuch, as highly de- 
light our imagination, even while they cultivate and 
refine our morals.—5So that they really are, as one of 
their divine authors very elegantly ſpeaks, lite apples of 
gald in pictures of ſilver &. | 

Aſp. Who then would not gladly receive that gra- 
cious exhortation, Let the werd of CHRIST duell in 
you richly 4? Who would not willingly obey that he. 


nign command, Thou ſhalt talk of it, when thou fitteſt 


in thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the way ; when 
thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt 41 

When I contider the language of the ſcriptures, and 
ſometimes experience their energy on my ſoul, I am 
inclined to ſay,—“ Other writings, though poliſhed 
„with the niceſt touches of art, only tin#/e on the 
* ear, or affect us like the ſhepherd's reed. But theſe, 
even amidſt all their noble negligence, /trike—alarn 
„ —tranſport us —ſomewhat like the voice of thunder, 
or the archangel's trumpet.” 

When I conſider the contents of the ſcriptures, and 
bclieve myſelf intereſted in the promiſes they make, 
and the privileges they confer, I am induced to cry 
out,—** What are all the other books in the world, 
% compared with theſe invaluable volumes? No more 
„than an entertaining novel, or a few prudential rules 
« for domeſtic oeconomy, compared with a parent's 
« will; a royal charter; or an imperial grant of titles 
and manors.” 

All theſe circumſtances remind me of an encomiun 
moſt deſervedly given to the BinLE; which, though 
quite artleſs, is, I think, abundantly more expreſſive 
than the moſt elaborate efforts of rhetoric. It came 
from the lips of a martyr ; who, being condemned to 
die, for his inviolable adherence to the doctrines 
of ſcripture ; when he arrived at the ſtake, and had 
compoſed himſelf for execution, took his final leave 
in theſe affecting words: “ Farewell ſun and moon | 
« Farewell all the beauties of creation, and com- 
<« forts of life! farewell my honoured friends | farewell 
my beloved relations! and farewell, thou precious, 
« precious book of GOD!” | 


Aſpaſio had ſcarce uttered the laſt ſentence, when 2 
ſervant came to let them know, „Supper was upon 
<« the table.” —Very opportunely, ſaid Theron, has our 
repaſt waited till our conference is ended. We have 
ſhewed, what a large held of delightful ſpeculation 
the ſcriptures open ; and what ample materials for 
the moſt refined diſcourſe | they afford. As nothing 
can be more ungraceful, than to neglect in our own con- 
duct, what we recommend to the practice of others ; let 
us, this very night, begin to ennoble our interviews 
with theſe improving ſubjects. Let us endeavour to 
make religious converſation, which is in all reſpects 
defirable, in ſome degree faſhionable, 


* Prov. xxv. 11,-—T heron follows the received tranſlation, 
I ſhould prefer the expoſition of Glafſius ; who ſuppoſes Nn 
qed to ſignify, Retiacula argentea, in quibus oculi ſunt mi- 
nutiſſimi, penetrabiles tamen viſu. According to this ioter- 
pretation, the paſſage will preſent us with apples of gold in 
net work, or lattice-work, of filver ; where the fine fruit 
receives a new charm, by ſhewing itſelf through the elegant 
apertures of the ſalver. | 

+ Col. iii, 16, The word F CHRIST; ſo the apoſtle 
calls the whole inſpired writings, and thereby aſſerts the divinit) 
of his Maſter well; not make a ſhort ſtay, or an occaſiond 
viſit; but take up a fixed and ſtated refidence—Richly ; in the 
largeſt meaſure, and with the greateſt efficacy ; ſo as to 
the memory, ſway the will, and actuate all the affections. 

| | Deut. vi. 7. 

Should the ſerious reader want any farther perſuaſives to 
this moſt beneficial practice, he may ſee—how particularly our 
divine MASTER obſerves the ſtrain of our. converſation, 
Luke xxiv. 17. ho ſtrictly he has c. ed ſuch ſocial 
communications, as may tend to the w/e of edifying, Eph. in. 
29. ;—and what an evidence will ariſe from this article, itt 
for our acquittal or condemnation, at the day of everlaſting 
judgment, Matth. xii. 36. 37, is 
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n next morning, when breakfaſt was over, 
1 and A/paſio back a walk into the garden; 
—their ſpirits cheared, and their imaginations lively ; 
_—_cratitnde glowing in their hearts, and the whole 
creation ſmiling around them. 

The ſpot adjoining to the houſe, was appropriated 
to the cultivation of ers. In a variety of hand- 
ſame compartments, were aſſembled the choicelt beau- 
ties of blooming nature. Here the hyacinth hung her 
Glken bells, or the /i/ies reared their ſilver pyramids. 
There ſtood the neat narciſſus, looſely “ attired in a 
mantle of ſaowy luſtre; or the ſplendid ranunculus 
wore a full-trimmed ſuit of radiant ſcarlet. Pinks 
were riſing to enamel the borders; ro/es were open- 
ing to dreſs the walls ; ſurrounded, on all tides, with 
a profuſion of beauteous forms, either latent in the 
{talk, or burſting the buds, or blown into full expan- 
ſion. | 
This was bounded by a ſlight partition; a ſort of 
verdant parapet. Through which they deſcend by an 
cafy {light of ſteps, and are preſented with the cle- 
gant ſimplicity of the 4itchen-garden. In one place, 
you might ſee the marigold Howering, or the beans 
in bloſſom. In another, the endive curled her leaves, 
or the lettuce thickened her tufts: cauliflowers thel- 
tered their fair complexion under a green umbrella : 
while the burrage diſhevelled + her locks, and braided 
them with blooming e of a finer azure than the 
ſineſt ſapphires.— On unny ſlopes, the cucumber and 
melon lay baſking in the collected beams. On the 
raiſed beds, the artichoke ſeemed to be erecting a 
ſtandard, while the aſparagus ſhot ] into ranks of 
ſpears. The level ground produced all manner of cool- 
ing fallads and nouriſhing eſculents. Nothing was 
wanting to furniſh out the wholeſome luxury of an 
antediluvian banquet. 

Soon, a high wall intervenes. Throngh which a 
wicket opens, and tranſmits them into the regular and 
equidiſtant rows of an orchard. —This plantation is ſo 
nicely adjuſted, that it looks like an arrangement of 
rural piazzas, or a collection of diverſiſied viſtas. 
The eye is, every where, entertained with the exacteſt 
uniformity ; and darts, with unobſtructed eaſe, from 
one end of the branching files to the other. —On all 
the boughs lay a lovely evolution of Ae, arrayed 
in milky white, or tinged with the ſofteſt red. Croud- 
ing into one general cluſter, without relinquithing any 
vacant ſpace for leaves, they formed the faireſt, the 
gayeſt, the eſt alcove, that fancy itſelf can ima- 
gine.— It is really like the court of the Graces. None 
can approach it, without finding his ideas brightened, 
and feeling his temper exhilarated. 

2 to this correct diſpoſition of things, 
nature had thrown a w:/derneſs, hoary, groteſque, 
and magnificently confufed. It ftretched itſelf, with 
2 large circular ſweep, to the narth ; and fecured both 
the olitory and the orchard from incommoding winds: 
—Copſes of hazel, and flowering ſhrubs, filled the 
lower ſpaces ; while quivered aloft in air, and 
pines pierced the clouds with their leafy fpears. Here 
gu clumps of fir, clad in everlaſting green: there 

ood groves of oak, that had weathered, for ages, the 
witry ſtorm. — Amidſt this woody theatre, ran a 
winding walk ; lined with elms of infuperable height; 
whoſe branches, uniting at the top,. reared a ſtately 
arch, and projected a ſolemn ſhade. It was impoſſible 


* ————Hiantem: flare decars- 

Narciſſum, 

f Referring to the loo/e 1 manner of its foliation. 

of Alluding, not only to the ſhape, but alſo to the growth 

8 _ plant; which ia ſo unuſually quick, that it may almoſt 
aid w forts rather than to rie aut of the earth. 
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to enter this lofty labyrinth, without being ſtruck with 
a pleaſing dread. As they proceed, every inflection 
ditfuſes a deeper gloom, and awakens a more penſive 
attention. 

Having ſtrolled in this darkſome avenue, without a 
ſpeck of ſunſhine, without a glimpſe of the heavens 
on a ſudden, they ſtep into open day.—Surpriling ! 
cries Aſpaſio. What a change is this! What deli 500 
enchantment is here One inſtant, whelmed in Tropho- 
niw's cave *; where horror frowns, and darkneſs 
lours, and ſolitude reigns: tranſported, the next, into 
the romantic ſcenes of Arcadia ; where all is populous, all / 
is lightſome, and all is gay.—Quick as thought , the 
arches of heaven expand their azure. Turrets and ſpires 
ſhoot into theſkies. Towns, with their ſpacious edifices, 
ſpread themſelves to the admiring view. Thoſe"lawns, 
green with freſheſt herbage; thoſe fields, rich with. 
undulating corn ; where were they all, a moment - 
ago!—lt brings to my mind that remarkable ſituation of 
the 7ewihh lawgiver; when, elevated on the ſummit of 
Pi/gah, he ſurveyed the goodly land of promiſe ;—fur- 
veyed therivers, the floods, the brooks of honey and butter; 
—lſurveyed the mountains dropping with wine and the 
Hills flowing with milk ; — ſurveyed all with thoſe 
eyes, which, for forty tedious years, had been confined 
to dry ſands, ragged rocks, and the irkſome waſtes 
of a deſolate howling wilderneſs. 
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Here they ſeated themſelves on the firſt moſſy |t Bil. 
lock, which offered its couch. The rifing ſun had viſit- 
ed the ſpot, to dry up the dews, and exhale the 
damps, that might endanger bealth; to open the vio- 
lets, and expand the primroſes, that decked the green. 
The whole ſhade of the wood was collected behind 
them; and a beautiful, extenſive, diverſiſied landſcape 
ſpread itſelf before them. 
Theron, according to his uſual manner, made many 
improving remarks on the proſpect, and its furniture. 
He traced the footſteps of an all-comprehending contri- 
vance, and pointed out the ſtrokes of inimitable ſkill. 
He obſerved the grand exertions of power, and the rich 
exuberance of goodneſs, moſt ſignally, moſt charming 
ly conſpicuous through the whole.—Upon one cir- 
cumſtance he enlar oP with a particular fatisfaction. 
Ther. See! Aſpaſio, how all is calculated to adminiſter 
the higheſt delight to mankind.—Thoſe trees and hed- 
ges, which ſkirt the extremities of the landſcape ; ſteal- 
ing away from their real bulk, and leſſening by gentle 


The reader may find a curious account of this cave, to- 
gether with a very humcrous, and (which ſhould always ac- 
company humor, or elſe it will be like a ſting without the honey) 
an improving deſcription of its effects; Spe. vol. VIII. No 
$98. 599. 

+ Such a fudden alteration of the proſpect, is beautifully 
deſcribed by Milton: 

——&s when à ſcout, 
Through dark and deſert ways, with peril gone 
All night, at laſt, by break of chearful dawn, 
Obtains the brow of ſome high-climbing hill, 
Which to his eye diſcovers unawate 
The goodly proſpect of ſome foreign land, 
Firſt ſeen ; or ſome renown'd metropolis, 
With gliftering ſpires and pinnacles adorn'd, 
Which nou the riſing ſun gilds with his beams. 


? Book III. 

This is the latiguage of the book of Jol, and the propheey 
of Joel. A language, like the ſcene it deſcribes, not beautiful 
only, but beautiful and rich even to luxuriancy, Job xx. 17. 
Joel iii. 18.— One would almoſt ſuſpect, the Lyric poet had read 
thefe paſſages, and attempted an imitation. of their delicacies. 
Vinique fontem, lactis et uberes 
Gantare riues, atque truncis . | 
Lapſa cavis iterare mella. Lib. II. Od. xix. 

| Horace would have * ceſhes for duituu. 
% 7 1 ? 
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diminutions; appear like clegant piftures in miniature. 
Thoſe which occupy the nearer ſituations, are a ſet of 
noble images ; ſwelling upon the eye, in full proportion, 
and in a varicty of graccful attitudes. Both of them 
ernamenting the ſeveral apartments of our common a— 
bode, with a mixture of delicacy and grandeur. 

The bloſſoms that array the branches; the flowers that 
embroider the mead, addreſs and entertain our eyes 
with every charm of beauty *. Whereas, to other crea- 
rures, they are deſtitute of all thoſe attractives, which 
reſult from a combination of the lovelicſt colours, and 
moſt alluring forms. Vonder ftreams, that ghde, with 
ſmooth ſerenity, along the valleys; glittering to the 
diſtant view, like ſhects of poliſhed cryſtal; or ſooth- 
ing the attentive car, with the ſoftneſs of aquatic 
murmurs ; are no leſs exh:/arating to the fancy, than to 
the ſoil through which they paſs. —The huge enormous 
mountain; the ſteep and dizzy precipice; the pendent 
horrors of the craggy promontory ; wild and tremendous 
as they are, furniſh out an agreeable entertainment 
to the human mind; and pleaſe, even while they terri- 
fy. Whereas, the beaſts take no other notice of thoſe 
majeſtic deformities, than only to avoid the dangers 
they threaten. 

Aſp. How wonderfully do fuch conſiderations exaYt 
our idea of the CREATOR's goodneſs; his very 
diſtinguiſhing goodneſs to mankind ! And ſhould they 
not proportionably endear that eternal Benefactor to 
our affections ?—His ever-bountiful hand has ſcattered 
bleſſings, and with profufe liberality, among all the 
ranks. of animated exiſtence. But to ½ he exerciſes 
2 beneficence of a very ſuperior kind. We are treated 
as his peculiar favourites. We are admitted to ſcenes 
of delight, which none but ourſelves are capable of 
reliſhing. 

Ther. Another remark, though very obvious, is e- 
qually important. The deſtination of all theſe exter- 
nal things is no leſs advantageous, than their formation 
is beautiful. The bloom, which engages the eye with 
its delicate hues, is cheriſhing the embryo fruit ; and 
{orming, within its ſilken folds, the rudiments of a 
future deſſert —Thoſe ſtreams, which ſhine from afar, 
like fluid ſilver, are much more valuable in their pro- 
ductions, and beneficial in their ſervices, than they 
are amiable in their appearance. They diſtribute, as 
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they roll along their winding banks, cleanlineſs to our 


houſes, and fruitfulneſs to our lands. They nourith, 
and at their own expenſe, a never-failing ſupply of 
the fineſt fjſh. They viſit our cities, and attend our 
wharfs, as ſo many public vehicles, ready to ſet out at all 
hours. 

Thoſe ſheep, which give their udders to be drained 
by the buſy friſking lambs, are fattening their fleſh for 
our ſupport ; and while they fill their own fleeces, are 

roviding for our comfortable clothing. Yonder kine, 
| x of which are browzing upon the tender herb; 
others, ſatiated with paſturage, ruminate under the 
ſhady covert; though conſcious of no ſuch deſign, are 
concocting, for our uſe, one of the ſofteſt, pureſt, heal- 


* Therefore, when the prophet deſcribes the Chriſtian 
church, adorned with all the beauties of holine/s, he borrows 
his imagery from theſe amiable objects. Jrael ſhall bud and 
bloſſom, Iſ. xxvii. 6,—Nay, the very wilderneſs, even the Gen- 
tile nations, being converted unto CHRIST, ſhall blofſom as 
a roſe, If. xxxv. 1. — I will be as the dew unto Iſrael; he 
ſhall bloſſom as the lily, and caſt forth his roots as Lebanon, 
Hoſ. xiv. 5. What an elegant picture! and what a comfort- 
able promiſe! Here is the queen of flowers, and the prince 
of trees. Nothing fairer than the full-blown lily ; nothing 


firmer than the deep-rooted cedars, Yet theſe are a repreſen- 


tation (and but a faint repreſentation) of the comelineſt, which 
the all-glorious REDEEMER puts upon his people ; and of 
the ſtability which they derive from his inviolable faithful- 
neſs. : | 

N. B. The fourteenth of Hoſea is one of thoſe chapters, 
which, for their peculiar importance and excellency, deſerve 


not only to have a turn in our reading, but a place in our me- 
mory . « > 
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thieſt liquors in the world. —The bees tliat Hy hum. 
ming about our ſeat, and purſue their work on the 
tragrant bloſſoms, are collecting balm and ſweetneſ: 
to compole the richeit of ſyrups ; Which, though the 
produce of their toll, is intended for our good. 

Nature, and her whole family, are our ob/equious ſer. 
vants, our eve/-acive labourers. They bring the fruits 
of their united induſtry, and pour them into our lap 
or depoſit them in our ſtore-rooms. ; 

Ap. Who can ever ſufficiently admire this immenſe 
benignity? The ſupreme DISPOSER of events 
las commanded delight and profit to walk hand in 
hand, through his ample creation ; making all things 
lo perfectly pleaſing, as if beauty was their only end; 
= all things ſo eminently ſerviceable *, as if ufefulneſ; 
ad been their ſole deſign.— And, as a moſt winnir 

invitation to our gratitude, he has rendered man the 
centre, in which all the emanations of his beneß. 
cence, diffuſed through this terreſtrial ſyſtem, finally 
terminate. | 

But, my dear Theron, is not this apparent, in x 
much more wonderful manner, throughout the whole 
ceconomy of REDEMP TIO N?—lItwerea ſmall thin 
for this inferior claſs of intelligent creatures, to he 
continually employing themſelves for our benefit. 
Even the SO N of the moſt high G O D, through all his 
incarnate ſtate, acted the very ſame part.— He took 
fleſh, and bore the infirmities of human nature, not 
for himſelf, but for us men, and our ſalvation. He 
ſultered want, and endured miſery in all its forms; 
that we might poſſeſs the fulneſs of joy, and abound in 
pleaſures for evermore.—When he poured out his ſoul 
in agonies, under the curſe of an avenging law; was it 
not with a compaſſionate view to make vs partakers of 
eternal bleſſedneſs? When he fulfilled, perfectly fulfilled 
the whole commanding law; was it not for this gracious 
purpoſe, that his merits might be imputed to us? that 
we, by his obedience, might be made righteous ? Yes; 

| . For us he lid, 
Toil'd for our eaſe, and for cur ſafety bled. 

Nothing in the whole courſe—— | 

Ther. Pardon me for interrupting you, A/paſio. 1 
have no objection to the general drift of your diſcourſe, 
But that particular notion of imputed righteouſneſs has 
always appeared to me in a very ridiculous light, 
And I muſt fay, that ſuch a Puritanical noſtrum makes 
a very unbecoming figure, amongſt your other man- 
ly and correct ſentiments of religion. | 

Aſp. You know, Theron, I have long ago diſavowed 
that ignoble prejudice, which rejects doctrines, or de- 
ſpiſes perſons, becauſe they happen to be branded 
with contemptible names. *Tis true, the writers 
ſtyled Puritans, are remarkable for their attachment to 
this peculiarity of the goſpel. It runs through all 
their theological works ; and very eminently diſtin- 
guiſhes them, from the generality of our modern trea- 
tiſes.— But muſt it therefore be wrong, becauſe main- 
tained by that particular ſet of people? Or, are they 
the only advocates for this important truth? | 

Ther. Aye: it is as I ſuſpected. I have lately con- 
jectured, from feveral hints in my A/pa/io's diſcourſe, 
that he has beet warping to the low ungentleman-like 
peculiarities of thoſe whimſical fanatics. | 

Aſp. I cannot conceive, why you ſhould call them 
whimſical, —To ſettle faith on its proper baſis, the men- 
torious righteouſneſs of the R E 5 LE MER; and to 
deduce obedience from its true origin, the love 
G OD ſhed abroad in the heart; — to ſearch the con- 
ſcience, and convince the judgment; to awaken the 
lethargic, and comfort the afflicted ſoul ;—and all from 
a thorough knowledge, joined to a maſterly applica- 
tion, of the divine word ;—theſe, ſure, are not 20h: 
fical talents, but real excellencies. Yet theſe, if we 


* Omnes mundi partes ita conflitute ſunt, ut neque ad uſum 
meliores eſſe poterint, neque ad ſpeciem pulchriores. 
Cic. de nat. Deor. lib. II. 


I © 
may credit hiſtory, entered into the preaching); theſe, 
if we will examine impartially, are to be found in the 
writings, of the Puritans.—And a fearl, you will 
pleaſe to remember, is a pearl ſtill, though it ſhould 
in the Ethiopian's ear. 
129 * Ethiopian indeed | You have truly characte- 
rized that demure and gloomy generation. I hope, you 
don't intend to introduce their affected ſolemnity and 
forbidden reſerve, into your oœn eaſy and engaging con- 
verſation. Though, for aught J can judge, this would 
be no more ungraceful, than to patch ſuch antiquated 
notions on the refined ſcheme of Chriſtianity. | 

4/p. My dear friend, you are too ludicrous ; and I 
hegin to catch the infection. We had better return 
to our firſt topic. Let us contemplate the wonders of 
creation; and as we admire the works, learn to adore 
the MAKER. | 

Ther. None of your evaſions, good Aſpaſio. You 
muſt not think to put me off at this rate. I have 
wanted an opportunity, to rally you upon this head ; 
and to argue or laugh you out of theſe religious oddi- 
Hes. | 

Aſp. If you will not _ to terms of peace, I hope 
vou will allow ſome ceflation of arms. At leaſt, till 1 
can muſter my forces, and prepare for the vindicatwon 
of my principles. 

Ther. No: upon the ſpot, and out of hand, you 
are required to anſwer for yourſelf, and theſe ſame 
queer opinions. I ſhall ſerve you as the Roman conſul 
ſerved the procraſtinating monarch. When he demur- 
red about his reply to the demands of the ſenate, and 
ſaid, he would conſider of the matter ; the reſolute am- 
baſſador drew a circle round him with his cane, and in- 
ſiſted upon a poſitive anſwer, before he ſtepped over 
thoſe limits. 

Aſp. This, however, you will give me leave to ob- 
ſerve; that the affair is of a very ſerious nature. Up- 
on condition that you will diſmiſs your flouriſhes of 
wit, and ſtrokes of ſatire, I will acquaint you with 
the reaſons which have made me a thorough convert 
to this doctrine. Once, I held it in the utmoſt con- 
tempt, and pitied the ſimplicity of (as I then ſtyled 
them) its deluded admirers; But I am now become 
ſuch a fool, that I may be truly wife, and ſubſtantially 
happy. I have ſeen my ruined ſtate, and I bleſs 
G OD for this ſovereign reſtorative. It is the ſource 
of my ſtrongeſt conſolations, and the very foundation 
of my eternal hopes: | | 

Ther. Excuſe me, Aſpaſeo, if the vivacity of my 
temper, and the ſeemingly-uncouth tenet, kindled 
me into into a more humorous gaiety, than became 
the occaſion. You ſpeak of the point with ſo much 
ſeriouſneſs, and in ch weighty terms, as check 
my levity, and command my reſpect. Be pleaſed to exe- 
cute what you have promiſed; and the moſt engaged at- 
tention of my mind ſhall atone for the petulant ſallies 
of my tongue. 


Ap. To conceive a diſlike of any doctrine, only 


| becauſe perſons of a particular denomination have 


been very officious to promote its reception ; this is 
hardly conſiſtent with an impartial inquiry after truth. 
Ther. I grant it, Aſpaſio. And I ſhould be athamed 
of my oppoſition, if it was founded on ſo ſlight a bot- 
tom. But, abſtracted from all party-conſiderations, I 
can ſee nothing in this ſuppoſed article of our faith, 
that may recommend it to the unprejudiced inqui- 
rer.— What can be more awkard than the term, or 
more irrational than the ſentiment ? 
Ap. The word imputed, when uſed in this connec- 
tion, may poſlibly convey a diſagreeable ſound to the 


ears of ſome people: becauſe they look upon it as the 


peculiar phraſeology of a few ſuperſtitious ſectariſis; 
and y ect it, 1 on the foot of that unreaſonable 
ſurmiſe.— But how can you be diſguſted at the expreſ- 


lion, Theron, who have ſo often read it in the moſt ap- 
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proved and judicious writers? St Paul, who might 
affirm with relation to his epiſtles, much more truly 
than the painter concerning his portraits, I write for 
eternity * ; ſcruples not to uſe this awkward language, 
ſeveral times in the ſame chapter f. Milton, the cor- 
redneſs of whole taſte, and the propriety of whoſe 
ſtyle, no perſon of genius will ever queſtion, delights 
to copy, in various parts of his incomparable poem, 
the apoſtle's diction. Authorized by /uch precedents, 
it is ſuperior to cavil, and warranted beyond all ex- 
ception. 

As to the ſentiment, I take it to be the very funda- 
mental article of the goſpel: and I believe, whoever 
is acquainted with eccleſiaſtical haſtory, will allow, tha 
it bore the principal ſway, in extricating us from Po- 
piſh darkneſs, and introducing the reformation.-- 
What ſays our LORD, with regard to the love of 
G OD, and the love of our neighbour ? On theſe two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets. Much 
the ſame would 1 venture to ſay concerning the impu- 
tation of our fins to CHRIST, and the imputation of 
CHRIS T's righteouſneſs to us: On theſe two doc- 
trines hang all the privileges and the whole glory of 


the goſpel. 


Ther. In our laſt converſation, I muſt own, I ſaw a 
ſtrong reſemblance between the works and the word 
of GOD. But I never obſerved any thing in nature, 
that bore the leaſt analogy to imputed fin, or imputed 
righteouſneſs. To me your two doctrines ſeem very 
unaccountable and irrational. 

Aſp. That our fins ſhould be charged upon the only 
begotten SON of G OD, and that his righteouſneſs 
thould be made over to ſinful worms, is ſtrange, ex- 
cceding ſtrange. The pfalmiſt calls it, marvellous loving- 
kindneſs J. The apoſtle ſtyles it, love that paſſeth knows 
ledge ||. And it has ſometimes, I muſt freely confeſs, 


been almoſt ready to ſtagger my belief.—However, 1 


have found mylelf relieved in this perplexity, not on- 
ly by the teſtimonies of ſcripture, but even from the 
contemplation of nature. All nature is full of ſtrange 
and myſterious effects; conſequently, is a voucher 2 
the myſterious truths of Chriſtianity. | 

How ſurpriſing are the experiments of elefricity, | 
and the occult qualities of the le , Ho ſurpri- 
ling thoſe countleſs legions of efluvia, which tranſpire 
from a {mall odoriferous body! and thoſe infinite my- 
riads of luminous particles, which ifſue from a ſmaller 
flaming ſubſtance |! There's not a blade of graſs, 
but ſurpaſſes the comprehenſion of all mankind ; and 
not a ſingle atom, but is big with wonders.—Inſo- 
much, that the intelligent obſerver can no where fix 
his thoughts, without being aſtoniſhed, tranſported, 
and even loſt in admiration. 

Since the procedure of Providence in this viſible ſy- 


ſtem, is a continued ſeries of ſtupendous and unſearch- 


able operations; need we be alarmed, can we rezſon- 
ably be offended, if the ſcheme of redemption is e- 
qually ſtupendous, is far more amazing? Yet, though 


amazing, 1 hope, it will not appear, what you was 
pleaſed to inſinuate, irrational. 


Suppoſe we ſtate the the ſigniſication of the terms, 


* Alluding to the painter, who, apologizing for the flow 
procedure and ſcrupulouſly-nice touches of his pencil; ſaid, 
Mternitati pingo, I paint for eternity. And thoſe ſtrokes had 
need be correct, which are intended to ſurvive, ſo long as time 
itſelf ſhall laſt. | | | | 

+ See Rom. iv. in which ſingle chapter, ſome branch of the 
word noyitcaSary Fo be imputed, occurs no leſs than ten or eleven 
times. J | | 

+ Pal. xvii. 7. | Eph. iii. 19. 
+ Dr Nieuwentyt has computed, that, from a lighted candle, 


about the ſize of ſix to the pound, there iſſues, in the ſecond 


of a minute, an effuſion of particles, vaſtly more than ten 
hundred thouſand million times the number of ſands, which 
the whole globe of the earth contains,—To call this a very 
great multitude, would be ſaying little. It nonpluſſes our 
thoughts, and exceeds the utmoſt ſtretch of imagination ! 
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and adjuſt the boundaries of our ſubject, before we 
enter upon a ſurvey of its contents? 

Ther. Such a caution would have prevented, at leaſt 
have ſhortened, many a vehement and tedious con- 
troverſy. — You ſee, on yonder heath, the prepara- 
tions for an approaching race. There-ſtand the po/zs, 
which are to mark out the limitsof thecourſe. Without 
this previous reſtrictive care, how irregular would be the 
excurſions of the contending ſteeds! How drfficult, 
rather how ibi, to declare the conqueror, and 
award the prize — A clear deſinition of terms ſeems 
equally neceſſary for candid diſputants. Without it, 
they may wrangle for ages, and never come to a deter- 
mination. % 


Aſp. Juſtification is an act of GOD almighty's grace; 
whereby he acquits his people from guilt, and accounts 
them rightcous *, for the ſake of CHRIS T's righ- 
teouſneſs, which was wrought out for them, and us 
imputed to them. . N 

7 her. Two of your terms want ſome further expli- 
cation. What do you underſtand by CHRIST's 
righteouſneſs And what is the meaning of imputed * 

By CHRIST's righteouſneſs, I underſtand 
the whole of his aclive and paſſive obedience ; ſpring- 
ing from the perfect holineſs of his heart; conti- 

nued through the whole progreſs of his life; and ex- 
tending to the very laſt pang of his death.—By the 
word imputed, I would ſignify, that this righteouſneſs, 
though performed by our L ORD, is placed to cur ac- 
count; is reckoned or adjudged by G O D as our own. 
Inſomuch, that we may p/ead it, and rely on it, for 
the pardon of our ſins ; for adoption into his family; 
and for the enjoyment of life eternal.—Shall I illuſtrate 
my meaning by a well-atteited tact ? 

Ther. Nothing gives us ſo eaſy a conception of any 
difficult point, as this method of explaining, by paral- 
le] facts, or proper ſimilitudes. 

4p. I don't ſay the caſe is parallel. I only produce 
it, to aid our conceptions.Onęſimus, you know, was 
Philemon's ſlave . He had perfidiouſly deſerted his 
maſter's ſervice, and {ſtill more perfidiouſly ſtole his 

oods. The fugitive, in his guilty rambles, provi- 
| dentially meets with St Paul. He is charmed and cap- 
tivated with that gracious goſpel, which proclaims 
mercy even for the vileſt of ſinners. He becomes a 
thorough convert to the religion of FESU &, and is 
received into the ſpiritual patronage of the apoſtle. 
Who, learning his diſhoneſt conduct, and obnoxious 
ſtate, undertakes to bring about a reconciliation with 
his offended maſter ; diſpatches him, tor this purpole, 
with a letter to Philemon; and, amongſt other perſua- 
ſives, writes thus in the poor criminal's behalf; F he 
hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine 
account. I Paul have written it with mine own hand ; I 
will repay it. 

That which the zealous preacher of Chriſtianity / 
fered, the adored AUTHOR of Chriſtianity executed. 
e had revolted from the LORD of all lords, and 
broke his holy commandments. The SON of GOD, 
infinitely compaſſionate, vouchfates to become our 
Mediator. That nothing might be wanting to render 
his mediation ſucceſsful, he places himſelf in our 
ſtead. The puniſhment, which we deſerved, He en- 
dures. The obedience, which we owed, He fulfils.— 
Both which, being imputed to us, and accepted for 
us, are the foundation of our pardon, are the procu- 
ring cauſe of our juſtification, | 

Toer, Is this the exact ſigniſication of the original 
word, which we tranſlate 1mputed ? 

3 In the book of Numbers, we meet with this 
phraſe; and in ſuch a connection, as clears up its 


. 


Should any reader object to the definition, apprehending, 
that juſtification implies no more than the pardon of fins; I 
would deſire him to ſuſpend his judgment, till he has peruſed 
Dialogue X. where this point is more circumſtantially conſider- 
ed. + Bee che epiſtle to Philemon. 
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meaning. JEHOVAH enacts a decree concerning the 
Levites, who had no vintages to gather, nor any har. 
veits to reap. He directs them to preſent the tenth 
part of their tythes, in the form of a heave-offering ; 
adding, And this your hrave-effering ſhall be reckoneq * 
unto you, as though it were the corn of the threſhing. 
floor, and as the fulneſs of the wine-preſs ; as ſatisfacto. 
ry to me, and as beneficial to you, as if it was the 
tenth of your own labours, and the tythe of your 
own increaſe. — So the expiatory ſufferings which 
CHRIST endured, the complete obedience which he 
performed, are reckoned to true believers ; and are al. 
together as efectual tor obtaining their ſalvation, as if 
they were their own perſonal qualifications. 

Ther. The imputation mentioned in your paſſage, 
is the imputation of ſomething done by the Levites 
themſelves, not of ſomething done by another. This, 
I apprehend, is the true import of the word, when it 
occurs aflirmatively in ſcripture. 

Aſp. This is always the import, —ſhould have been 
{aid, in order to make the objection forcible. But 
ou could not ſo ſoon forget the inſtance juſt now al. 
eged. St Paul, ſpeaking of the crimes which Onęſimus 
nad committed, and of the injuries which Philemon 
had ſuſtained, fays, „Charge them all on me +. 1 
will be reſponſible for the one and for the other, as 
much as if the whole guilt had been of my own 
contracting.“ —Here is ſuppoſed, not the imputa- 
tion of ſomething done by the apoſtle him/e/f, but of 
another's criminal behaviour; 

Under the law, Aaron is comtnanded to put the ini- 
quities of Iſrael upon the ſcape-goat f.—The ſame ſen- 
timent 1s reinculcated, when the goat is ſaid to bear the 
iniquities of the people ||. This was plainly an impu- 
tation; yet could not poſſibly be the imputation of 
any thing done by the devoted animal.— The ect, 
which took place upon the executian of this ordinance, 
indicate a tranſlation of guilt. For the congregation 
was cleanſed, but the goat polluted. The congrega- 
tion /o cleanſed, that their iniquities were conveyed 
away, and to be faund no more: the goat / polluted, 
that it communicated defilement to the perſon who 
conducted it into the land not inhabited —AUll this was 
G O D's own appointment; and deſigned, like the 
whole ſyſtem of Moſaic ceremonies, to inſtru his 
church in the knowledge of the great MEDIATOR ; in 
whoſe perſon and office that was done really, which elſe- 
where could be accompliſhed nootherwiſethan #ypically. 


Ther. If this is your meaning, A/paſio, I am apt to 
think, it will be a difficult — — me = 
ſelyte. I muſt be content to paſs for one of the {tiff- 
necked generation; ſince I can ſee neither iſdom nor 
equity, in aſcribing to a perſon what he has not, or im- 
puting to him what he does not. 

Aſp: It was not A/pafio, but his friend, who ſet out 
with a view of making proſelytes. If I can maintain 


Numb. xviii. 27. qu exactly anſwers to St Paul's cot, 
Rom. iv. 9. -The ſame phraſe is uſed, and the ſame doctrine 
taught, Lev. xvii. 3. 4. What man ſeever there be of the houſe of 
Iſrael that hilleth an ox, or lamb, or goat, in the camp, or that 
killeth it out of the camp and bringeth it not unto the door of 
the tabernacle of the congregation, to offer unto the LORD an 
Mering before the tabernacle of the LORD, blood ſhall be im- 
puted to that man; he hath ſhed blood; and that man ſhall be 
eut off from among his people. — Here was no murder committed 
by the offender, yet the crime of murder is charged, or, as the 
{cripture ſpeaks, blood is imputed to him. Leſt any ſhould miſ- 
take the meaning of this expreflion, or not underftand it in its 
due latitude, the divine LA WGIVER is his own interpre- 
ter; He hath in the eye of my juſtice ſbed blood : he ſhall paſs 
for a murderer, and be puniſhed as a murderer; he ſhall be cut 
off from among his people, —Thus, alſo ſaith the eternal. JUDGE 
concerning the believers in. CHRIST; © The righteouſneſs of 
my SON is imputed to them; they are in. the eye of my 
«« juſtice righteous ; they ſhall be dealt with, as righteous per- 
«© ſons; and made partakers of the kingdom of heaven.” 

F Eo ta. Lev. XV. 21. | Lev. xvi. 22. 
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4. and vindicate my own belief, it will be 
no Hconfiderabie acquiſition.ä— However, I ſhall not 
deſpair of ſeeing the partner of my heart become a 


my 


f my faith. When we are convinced of our 
— 72 ; when we feel the depravity of our na- 
ture, and begin to diſcern the inconcervable ſanctity of 
our JUDGE; THEN, perhaps, this exploded article 
may be found worthy of acceptance ;—its conſtitution 
admired, as the wiſdom of G O D ;—and its privilege 

coveted, as the conſolation of our ſouls. 

Ther. I ſhall wave, at preſent, an examination of 
cach particular; and only make ſome remote obſerva- 
tions, which ſeem, nevertheleſs, pretty nearly to at- 
fect your ſcheme.—Some perſons, I dare be poſitive, 
have not ſo much as heard of your terms ; many per- 
ſons have no manner of acquaintance with your doc- 
trine. Will you ſtrike off all theſe from the liſt of 
Chriſtians? Will you condemn all theſe as deſperate 
infidels ? 2 ar 

Aſp. Not heard of them in a Proteſtant nation :— 
where the goſpel is publicly preached, and the Bible 
in every one's hand ! This, if true, is much to be 
lamented. 84: 

In anſwer to your queſtion ;—it is not my cuſtom, 
much leſs is it my prerogative, to condemn others. 
Has GOD committed all judgment unto me, that I 
ſhould preſume to anticipate the deciſive ſentence, or 
launch the thunderbolts of eternal vegeance ? Neither 
do I affirm the condition of ſuch perſons to be deſpe- 
rate. There may be thoſe, who have no explicit know. 
ledge of the doctrine, who are even prejudiced againſt 
the expreſſions; yet live under the belief of the truth, 
and in the exerciſe of the duty.— . They are never 
<« diverted, by the ſplendor of any thing that is great, 
e or by the conceit of an _ that is in them, 
« from looking upon themſelves as /infu! duſt and 
« aſhes.” Their whole dependence is upon that 
FUST ONE, who expired on the croſs, and whom 

the heavens have received. They ſeek the ſandifying 
SPIRIT, in conſequence of their SAVIOUR's 
death; and give all diligence to add to their faith, 
virtue *, : * 

Ther. If people may be ſafe, and their eternal in- 
tereſts ſecure, without any knowledge of theſe parti- 
cularities; why ſhould you offer to puzzle their heads, 
about a few unneceſſary 2 terms? 

Aſp. Scriptural terms, you ſhould have ſaid, Theron. 
However, we are not very ſolicitous, as to the cre- 
dit, or the uſe, of any particular ſet of phraſes. On- 
ly let men be humbled, as repenting criminals, at the 
REDEEMER's feet, let them rely, as devoted pen- 
ſioners, on his precious merits ; and they are undoubt- 
edly in the way to a bliſsful immortality.—Yet will 
their way be leſs clear, and their ſteps more embarraſſ- 
ed, by not diſtinctly underſtanding the benign genius 
of the goſpel. A proper information in this important 
point, would ſhed light upon their paths, and encou- 
rage them in their journey; would further their progreſs 
in vital holineſs, and increaſe their joy in the LORD. 

Ther. The followers of your opinion, I have obſer- 
ved, are perpetually dwelling upon this one favourite 
topic; to the excluſion of that grand and truly-eſ- 
ſential part of Chriſtianity, ſanctification. 

Aſp. If you have ever taken notice of ſuch a con- 
duct, you are unqueſtionably right, in with-holding 
your approbation. It is a manifeſt incongruity, and de- 
ſerves your cenſure. 
from a miſapprehenſion in the perſons, and has no 
connection with the nature of the doctrine . 

I am far, very far from reducing the various parts 
of Chriſtianity (which, when connected, make up ſo 
well-proportioned a ſyſtem) to this fing/e, however 
diſtinguiſhed, branch. Sanctification is equally neceſ- 
fary, both to our preſent peace, and to our final feli- 


city. Indeed they are as reciprocally neceſſary for the 


72 Pet. i. 5. 
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But, aſſure yourſelf, it proceeds 
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purpoſes of intellectual and eternal happineſs, as the 
heart and the /ungs are to the ſubſiſtence of the animal 
ceconomy. The former muſt tranſmit, the latter muſt 
refine, the vital fluid; or elſe diſeaſe will take place, 
and death will enſue. My intention is, that thoſe 


fundamental truths of the goſpel, like theſe 4 02 


ans in the body, may have each its proper office aſ- 
Lened z each concur to ſupport the better health, and 
to promote the ſpiritual growth of the Chriſtian. 
her. Other of your zealous folks I have known, 
who are all for woo” e influence of the SPIRIT; 
and reckon this affiance on the SA VIO VU R's merits 
among the beggarly elements of religion. They ſcarce 
ever mention what CHRIST has done for us, but 
inſiſt wholly upon what he does in us—When the 
religious people are ſo divided among themſelves *, 
how can a ſtranger act? which opinion ſhall he chuſe ? 

Aſp. Which, Theren / Let him diſcard neither, but 
aſſociate both.—If the all-gracious REDEEMER 
has poured out his blood on the croſs, that my guilt 
may be expiated; and preſents his interceſſion in hea- 
ven, that I may be endued with the $S PIRIT :—if 
he will be the meritorious cauſe of my juſtification, and 
the operative principle of my ſanctification, why ſhould 
I ſcruple to receive him, in either, in both capacities? 
Who would lop off the right hand, in order to impart 
the higher dignity, or the greater importance, to the 
left? I would be no partial? in Chriſtianity ; neither 
diminith her dowery, nor mutilate her privileges. 

Ther. You ſeem, if not to mutilate, yet to ſplit the 
merits of CHRIST, and parcel out the efficacy of 
his mediatorial undertaking; aſcribing ſo much to his 
active, and ſo much to his paſſive righteouſneſs ; par- 
don to this, and life to that. 

Aſp. Some, perhaps, may be pleaſed with this way of 
ſtating the matter. But it is a method which I nei- 
ther attempt to defend, nor wiſh to imitate,—To di/- 
tinguiſh between the active and paſſive righteouſneſs, I 
think is not amiſs ; becauſe this ſets the fulneſs of our 
LOR D's merit in the cleareſt light, and gives the 
completeſt honour to GO D's holy law.—But to di- 
vide them into detached portions, independent on each 
other, ſeems to be fanciful, rather than judicious. 
For, had either part of the mediatorial obedience been 
wanting, Iapprehend, neither pardon, nor accept- 
ance, nor any ſpiritual bleſſing, could have been 
vouchſafed to fallen man. | 

The two parts are inſeparable ; making, in their 
connection, a neceſſary and noble whole for the accom- 
FI of our ſalvation: Juſt as the light and the 

cat of yonder ſun blend their operation, to produce 
this delightful day, and this fruitful weather. —How- 
ever, therefore, I may happen to expreſs myſelf, I 
never conſider them as acting in the excluſive ſenſe ; 
but would always have them underſtood, as a grand 
and glorious aggregate: looking upon our SAVIOUR's 
univerſal obedience, which commenced at his incar- 
nation, was carried on through his life, and termi- 
nated in his death ;—looking upon all this, in its co/- 
lective torm, as the object of my faith, and the foun- 
dation of my hopes f. 


* Theron's inquiry concerning theſe two particulars is ſome- 
times made an objection againſt all religion. But have the 
gentlemen who adopt this objection, never ſeen the naturaliſts 


divided in their judgment, with relation to the deſign and uſe 


of ſeveral appearances in the material, the vegetable, the ani- 
mal creation ? while one decries as a nui/ance, what another ad- 
mires as a beauty. Vet no one, I believe, ever took it into his 
head, from ſach a diverſity of opinions, to doubt whether the 
frame of nature is a juſt, a regular, anda finiſhed ſyſtem; or to 
deny, that power, goodneſs, and wiſdom, ſupport, pervade, 
and direct the whole. | | | 

+ In this opinion, Aſpaſio has Milton's archangel for bis pre 
cedent. Michael, ſpeaking of his LORD and our LORD, 
lays; a #*) | 
The law of God exact he ſhall fulfil, 
Both by obedience and by love; though love 
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Ther. I think, you lay too much ſtreſs upon this 
controverted, and perhaps merely ſpeculative point. 

Aſp. Merely ſpeculative: Say not thus, my dear 
friend. How I may be juſtified betore GOD, my Ma- 
« ker, my Governor, and my Judge?” is an inquiry, of 
all others, the mo/? intereſting and important, It is the 
main hinge, on which every inſtance of practical re- 
ligion turns ** True comfort, willing obedience, 
holy communion with the divine MAJESTY, all 
depend upon this capital point. 

Far from being a mercly-ſpeculative point, it a- 
ſcribes the moſt undivided glory to the ever-blefled 
GOD, and his free ry adminiſters the moſt 
ſerene and ſubſtantial ſatisfactions to trail, but belie- 
ving men.—lt cheriſhes, with the molt kindly influ- 
ence, that pure and wndefiled religion, which has its 
ſeat in the heart; has its birth from love; and is a 
real antepaſt, both of the buſineſs and the bliſs of 
ſaints in light. 

Can — then, lay too much ſtreſs upon a doctrine 
ſo greatly momentous, upon a privilege ſo extenſively 
beneficial ? 

Ther. When all this is 2 then for my reply, 
Aſraſio. Nay, then you ſhall have more than a reply; 
I promiſe you my cordial aſſent. 

Aſp. And if all this be incapable of proof, Iaſſure you, 
Theron, I will not ſolicit your aſſent. Nay more, I will 


revoke and renounce my own. 


Ther. At preſent, I believe, we muſt go in, and 
prepare for our viſitants. Some other interview will 
give us an opportunity to canvaſs this queſtion more 
minutely. | e 

Aſp. Though I have never much inclination, even 
when there is the moſt leiſure, for controverſy; yet, 
if you inſiſt upon it, I ſhall not abſolutely retuſe to 
engage in a debate with my Theron : becauſe he will 
come to the amicable rencounter, without bringing 
angry paſſions for his ſecond. My reaſons will be im- 

vaſt weighed, not artfully eluded, much leſs an- 
— with invective.If ſome inadvertent expreſſion 


ſhould drop from my lips, he will not rigorouſly pro- 


Alone fulfil the law : thy puniſhment 

He ſhall endure, by coming in the flefb 

To a reproachſul life and curſed death; 

Proclaiming life to all who ſhall believe 

In his redemption. B. XII. 402. l 
According to the tenor of theſe very valuable lines, our 
LORD 's fulfilling the law, and enduring the puniſhment, are 
the concurring cauſes, or the one compound cauſe, of life and 
redemption to finners. : E607 to: 4 

* Diffundit ſe, ſays the judicious Mitſius, juſtificationis do- 

frina per totum theologia corpus ; et prout fundamenta hic vel 
bene, vel male, jafta ſunt, es univerſum edificium vel ſolidius 
auguſtiuſque aſcendit, vel male flatuminatum fædam minitatur 
ruinam. De Oecon. See above, p. 114. 
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Ther. E are now, Aſpaſio, about two miles di- 


ſtant from my houſe. The horſe-road 
lies through a narrow duſty lane. The foot-path leads 
along a ſpacious pleaſant meadow. Suppoſe we deliver 
our horſes to the ſervant, and walk the remainder of 
the way ? | 

Aſp. You could not make a propoſal more agreeable 
to my inclination ; eſpecially, as the air is become 
cool, and the walk is ſo inviting. 

What a magnificent and charming ſcene ! Hille on 
either ſide, gently riſing, and widely ſpreading; their 
ſummits crowned with ſcattered villages, and cluſter- 
ing trees: their /opes divided into a beauteous chequer- 
work; conſiſting partly of tillage, with its waving 
crops ; partly of paſturage, with its grazing herds.— 
Before us, the trefoil,. the clover, and a variety of 
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ſecute the ſhp; nor aggravate an unguarded ſentence 


into the crime of hereſy. — Candour will form his 


judgment, and good-nature dictate his expreſſions, 

ber. Ithank you, my dear Aſpaſio, for your genteel 
admonition. What I am in the language of compli. 
ſance, means what I ſhould be.—Well : I will endea- 
vour to take your hint, and check this my impetuo- 
ſity of ſpirit. I have admired, O! that I could 
imitate, the beautiful example of St Paul. When 
Feſtus, forgetting the dignity of the governor, and 
the politeneſs of the gentleman, uttered that indecent 
reflection, Paul, thou art beſide thyſelf : much learning 
doth make thee mad did the great preacher of Chriſt. 
anity kindle into reſentment ?—The charge was unjuſt 
and abuſive. But the apoſtle, with the moſt perfect 
command of himſelf, returned the ſofte/?, yet the 
moſt ſpirited anſwer imaginable. I am not mad, moſt 
noble Feſtus; but ſpeak the words of truth and ſoberneſi &. 
—lnexpreſſibly graceful was this calm and obliging 
reply. Though ſhort, infinitely more convincing 
than a whole torrent of bitter or recriminating words, 
It diſarmed the judge of his riſing diſpleaſure ; it con- 
ciliated the favour of his royal aſſeſſor ; and brought 
honour to the Chriſtian cauſe. 

This amiable /elf-regimen, and moderation of tem- 
per, I ſhall be ſure to ſee exemplified in my friend's 
converſation ; however I may fail of it myſelf, or be 
proof againit all his arguments. 

Aſp. Ah! Theron, we want no monitor, to remind 
us of our ſuppoſed excellencies. And if you begin 
with your compliments, it is time to put an end to 
our diſcourſe: | 

Only let me juſt obſerve, that divine truths cannot 
be properly diſcerned, but by the enlightening influ- 
ences of the divine SPIRIT. We muſt addreſs our- 
ſelves to this inquiry, not only with unprejudiced 
minds, but likewiſe with praying hearts. We muſt 
bring to this diſpute, not barely the quiver of logic, 
but that unction from the HOLY ONE, which may 
teach us all things +—Let us then adopt the poet's 
aſpiration 

—— Thou celeſtial Light, 

Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers 


Irradiate ; there plant eyes; all miſt from thence 
Purge and diherf / MiL.Tox, b. III. I. 51. 


* Sce Acts xxvi. where we have an apology, the moſt delicate 
and maſterly, perhaps, that ever was made; eminent for fine ad- 
dreſs, clear reaſoning, and important truth. Which, notwith- 
ſtandingall theſe very ſuperior recommendations, is deemed mad- 
neſs ; and that by a nobleman from Rome; the ſeat of ſcience, 
and fountain-head of polite literature. A proof this, no leſs de- 
monſtrative than deplorable, of the apoſtle's aflertion; The natu- 
ral man, however ingenious or accompliſhed, receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of GOD ; for they are fooliſhneſs unto him, 
1 Cor, i. 14. + 1 John ii. 20. 27. 
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graſſy plants, differently bladed, and differently branch- 
ed, weave themſelves into a carpet of living green. 
Can any of the manufactures formed in the — 
or extended in the palaces of Per/ia, vie with the 
covering of this ample area? vie with it, in grandeur 
of ſize, or delicacy of decoration ? 15 
What a profuſion of the gayeſt flowers, fringing 
the banks, and em broidering the plain! 
— ature here 
Wantons, as in her prime, and fioys at will 
Her virgin: fancies, pouring forth more faveet, 
Wild above rule or art, enormous bliſs *, 
Nothing can be brighter than the luſtre of thoſe 
ſilver daikes nothing deeper than the tinge of thoſe 


„Mix r. b. v. 
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Yet both ſeem 8 acquire 1 4 
by ſucceeding to the deformity of winter, 
and Hou ihidg amidſt ſo much ſurrounding verdure. 
Ther. Nature is wy in her prime.—The a vr; 
tribes are putting on their richeſt attire. Thoſe cheſ- 
nuts, on our right hand, begin to rear their flowering 
pyramids ; thoſe willows, on our left, are tipt with 
tiſſels of grey; and yonder poplars, which overlook 
the river, and ſeem to command the meadows, are 
vinted with rolls of ſilver. | 1 
The hawthorn, in every hedge, is partly turgid with 
ſill:cn gems, partly diffuſed into a milk- white bloom. 
Not a ſtraggling furze, nor a ſolitary thicket, but 
wears a rural noſegay. All is a delighttul diſplay of pre- 
{cnt fertility, and a joyous pledge of future plenty.— 
Now we experience what the royal poet, in very de- 
licate imagery, deſcribes : The winter is paſt; the 
rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth ; 
the time of the Jonging of birds is come; and the vbice of 
the turtle is heard in our land. The fig-tree putteth forth 
her green figs ; and the vine, with the tender grapes, give 
a good ſmell &. | 
Aſp. Your quotation and the ſcene remind me of a 
remark, which ſhould have taken place in our 


golden crowpoots. 


T 1alt night's diſcourſe. When we were enumerating 


the excellencies of the ſacred writings, methinks, we 
might have added ;—Are you fond of paſtoral, in all 
its flowery graces, and blooming honours? Never 
| have we ſeen ſuch exquiſite touches of rural painting, 
or ſuch ſweet images of endeared affection, as in the 
Song of ſongs, which is Solomon's. All the brilliant and 
arable appearances in nature are employed, to deli- 
neate the tenderneſs of his heart, who is /ove itſelf ;— 
to pourtray the beauty of his perſon, who is the chief+ 
eſt among ten thouſand ;—and Jeſcribe the 7 V of 
thoſe ſouls, whoſe fellowſhip 15 with the FAT HE R, 
and with his Son F ESUS CHRIST 4, 

See! Theron what the chearing warmth and the 

genial ſhowers of ſpring have done | Such a change, fo 
pleaſing and ſo ennob ng, the goſpel of CHRIST 
introduces into the ſoul. Not a day, ſcarce an hour paſ- 
ſes, but this ſeaſon of univerſal fecundity produces 
ſomething new. And is there any ſtate, or any circum- 
ſtanceof life, on which thefaith of CHRIST does not ex- 

ert a ſimilar efficacy, and bring forth fruit unto GO D? 
his is ſuppoſed to be the ſpiritual meaning of that 
fine deſcriptive picture which you have borrowed from 
the Canticles. It diſplays the benign agency of grace and 
its doctrines; eſpecially of our. OR D's ſatisfaction 
for ſin, and of his righteouſneſs imputed to ſinners. 
Theſe operate, with much the ſame favourable and 
happy energy, both on our morals and our comforts, 
as the faweet influences of the vernal ſun operate on the 
ſprouting herbs, and opening flowers. 

Ther. If ſuch were the effects of your doctrine, it 
would ſtand the fairer chance for general acceptation. 
hut there are ſeveral weighty ſcruples to beremoved, 
before perſons of a liberal and enlarged way of think- 

ing can acquieſce in your opinion. Who, for inſtance, 
perſuade himſelf, that what you call the ſatisfac- 
ion f CHRIST, is conſiſtent with the dictates of 
8 rcaſon, or with the perfections of the DEITY? 
2%. Let gentlemen be candid in their inquiries, 
and truly liberal in their way of thinking; then, I 
Hatter be theſe ſcruples may be removed without 
much difficulty. . 

GOD, the almighty Creator, and ſupreme Gover- 
nor of the world, having made. man, gave him a law ; 
with a penalty annexed, in caſe. of diſobedience, —This 
lacred law our forefather Adam preſumptuoully broke; 
and we, his poſterity, were involved in his guilt. Or, 
ſhould that point be controverted, we have undenia- 
bly made, by many perſonal tranſgreſſions, his apoſtaſy 
our oο. —Iüſomuch, that all have ſinned; have torfeit- 
+ 1 John i. 3. 


Cant. ii. 11. 12. 13. 
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ed their happineſs, and rendered themſelves obnoxious 
to puniſhment. | 

Man being thus ruined, none could recover him, 
except his injured MAK E R. But ſhall he be recover- 
ed, ſhall he be reſtored, without ſuffering the puniſh- 
ment due to his crime, and threatened by his CRE A- 
TOR? What then will become of the zu/tice of the 
divine LAWGIVER? And how ſhall the honour of 
his holy law be maintained? At this rate, who would 
reverence its authority, or fear to violate its precepts ? 
—Sinners might be emboldened to multiply their tranſ- 
greſſions; and tempted to think, that the G OD of 
1mmaculate holineſs, the GOD of unchangeable vera- 
city, is altogether ſuch an one as themſelves &. 

Does it not appear needful, that /ome expedient be 
deviſed, in order to prevent theſe diſhonourable and 
horrid conſequences ? 

Ther. Proceed to inform us, what the expedient is. 

Aſp. To aſcertain the dignity of the ſupreme admi- 
niſtration, yet reſcue mankind from utter deſtruction, 
this admirable purpoſe was formed, and in the fulneſs 
of time executed. The ſecond perſon of the ever-blefſed 
TRINITY unites the human nature to the divine ; 

ſubmits himſelf to the obligations of his people ; and 
becomes reſponſible for all their guilt. In this capaci- 
ty, he performs a perfect obedience, and undergoes 
the ſentence of death ; makes a full expiation of thew 
fins, and eſtabliſhes their title to life —By which 
means, the law is fatisfied ; juſtice is magnified ; and 
the richeſt grace exerciſed. Man enjoys a great 2 
tron, not to the diſcredit of any, but to the unſpeak- 
able glory of a/l, the divine attributes. 

This is what we mean by CHRIS T's ſatisfaction. 
And this, I ſhould imagine, wants no recommendation 
to our wnprejudiced reaſon ; as, Iam ſure, it is moſt de- 
lightfully accommodated to our diſtreſſed condition.— 
It is alſo confirmed by many expreſs paſlages of ſcrip- 
ture, and illuſtrated by a variety of very Fanificant i- 
mages. | . 

Ther. Pray, let me be favoured with ſome of your 
{ſcriptural images.—After which, we may inquire, 
whether your doctrine will ſtand the teſt of reaſon. 
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Aſp. What is your notion of a ranſom? When Priam 
redeemed the dead body of Hector from the victorious 
Achilles, how was it done ? 


Ther. By paying a price .- Thus Fabius recovered 
the captives which were taken by Hannibal. He tranſ- 
mitted the ſum required, and they were diſcharged 
rom their confinement. : 

4/p. Such is the redemption procured for ſinners by 
our LORD FESUS CHRIST. Of ſuch a na- 
ture, (though incomparably more grand and auguſt in 
all its circumſtances), and expreſſed by the very ſame 
word |. The Son of man came not to be miniſtered unto, 
but to miniſter ; and to give his life a ranſom for many. 

CHRIST alſo paid a price,—a real price, —a moſt 
fatisfafory price. In conſideration of which, our free- 
dom from every penal evil is granted. Te are redeem- 


* This was actually the caſe, as we are informed by the 
SEARCHER of hearts, when, on a particular occaſion, 
puniſhment was only retarded. How much more would ſuch 
impious opinions have prevailed, if, on this grand act of diſo- 
bedicnce, puniſhment had been entirely /orborne ? Pal, I. 21. 

+ — prpor T aripuor aria, 
an infinitely rich price. Hyperbolical this, as applied by Homer ; 
firiftly true, when referred ta CHRIST, 

t AvIpy aroxvipow, are uſed in this preciſe ſignification, by the 
moſt approved authors of Greece. — Arurnade ra Arpa Arif, na- 
TW arxweoirulys axetrape, ſays Plutarch. O wor ru avbpary he Suwas Y 
u avly Aννν avli roraov, ſays our bleſſed S A V 10 U R, Matth. | 
XX. 28.— Azopore- rale oma, is the language of Demoſthenes. 
Ex @ ole Tw axorulpuo J ry og cu, are the words of St Paul, 
Eph. i. 3. To eabliſb this important point, and to familiarize 
the comfortable idea to our minds, the ſacred writers abound 
in this phraſeology. See Luke i. 68. ii, 28 xiv 21. Nom. 
ii. 24.—Tit, ü. 14.—Heb. ix. 13, FE . 
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ed *, ſays the apoſtle, not with corruptible things, ſilver 
and gold, but with the precious blood of CHRIST.— 
Let me add one text more, which, in the ſame ſtyle 
of commutative juſtice, aſſerts the ſame truth. CHRIST 
has redeemed us 4, hath bought us off, from the curſe of 
the law,—Yes, my friend, 

The ranſom was paid down. The fund of heawn, 

Heavꝰ ns inexhauſlible exhauſted fund, 

Amazing and amaz*d, pour'd forth the price, 

All price beyond. Though curious to compule, 

Archangels fail'd to caſt the mighty ſum ]. 

Ther. Hold a little, good Aſpaſio. Conſider the 
conſequence of what you maintain. If there was a 
ranſom in the caſe, to om was it paid ?—The devil 
had led ſinners captive. They are ſaid to be the 
ſlaves of Satan. And fhall the blefled FESUS pay 
his life to that accurſed fend ? Shocking to imagine 
—Yet, ſhocking as it is, it muſt follow from your 
own, and your poet's aſſertion. 

Aſp. You miſapprehend the caſe, Theron. The ran- 
ſom was paid to GOD. Thou haſt redeemed us ta 
GOD ||, is the confeſſion of the ſaints in light.— 
Sitisfaftion was made to the divine lat, and to the 
divine juſtice. The one of which was offended ; the 
other violated ; and both concurred to denounce the 
tranſgreſſor's doom. Of which doom Satan was only 
the deſtined executioner; whoſe malignity, and im- 
placable rage, GOD is pleaſed to make the inſtru- 
ment of inllicting his vengeance; as he formerly uſed 
the idolatrous kings of Aria and Babylon, to chaſtiſe 
the diſobedient Iſraelites. 

When we were without ſtrength |, utterly ruined, yet 
abſolutely helpleſs ; when none, in heaven or carth, 
could afford us any ſuccour ; then our LORD FESUS 
CHRIST moſt graciouſly and moſt ſcaſonably inter- 
poſed. He ſaid, as it is very emphatically repreſented 
by Elihu, Deliver them from going down into the pit; 1 
haue found a ranſom ++, He did, what is very beauti- 
fully deſcribed by our Engliſh claſſic ; 

o man, as is moſt juſt, 
Shall ſatisfy for man, be judg'd, and die; 
And dying riſe, and riſing with him raiſe 
His brethren, ranſom'd with his own dear hfe =. 
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Ther. But pray, do not you allow, that CHRIST 


is truly and properly G O D ? 

Aſp. We not only allow it, but we inſiſt upon it, 
and make our boaſt of it. This is the very foundation 
of his merit, and the ſupport of our hope. 

Ther. This may aggrandize the merit of CHRIST, 
but it will increaſe the difficulty of your taſk. For, 
according to this opinion, CHRIST muſt make fa- 
tisfaction to himſe/f. And is not this a practice quite 
unprecedented? a notion perfectly abſurd? 

Aſp. It is quite unprecedented, you ſay. On this 
point, I ſhall not vehemently contend. Only let me 
mention one inſtance. Zaleucus, you know, the prince 
of the Locrians, made a decree, That whoever was 
convicted of adultery, ſhould be puniſhed with the loſs 
of both his eyes. Soon after this eſtabliſhment, the 
legiſlator's own ſon was apprehended in the very fact, 
and brought to a public trial. How could the father 
acquit himſelf, in ſo tender and delicate a conjuncture? 
Should he execute the law, in all its rigour, this would 
be worſe than death to the unhappy youth. Should 
he pardon ſo notorious a delinquent, this. would de- 
feat the deſign of his ſalutary inſtitution. To avoid 


1 Pet. i. 18. We have an 
in the /ame ſignification, by one of 
world ; | | 

Et fratrem Pellux alterna morte redemit. VI G. 
. + Cal. iii. 1. EErſopaoivs We are ſaid to be bought, 1 Cor. 
vi. 20.; not in a metaphorical ſenſe, but really and properly, 
For here the price is mentioned ; and by St Peter the price is 
[peified, 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. | 
Ii t Night-Thoughts, No IV. || Rev. v. 9. 
| Rom.v.6, + Job xxxiii, 24. = MIL r. b. III. 294. 
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e correcteſt writers in the 
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both theſe inconveniencies, he ordered one of his own 
eyes to be pulled out, and one of his ſon's. By which 
means, the rights of bn were preſerved inviolate . 
yet the tenderneſs of a parent was remarkably indy]. 
ged. And may we not venture to fay, that, in this 
caſe, Zaleucus both received and made the ſatisfaction? 
received it as a magiſtrate, even while he made it as K 
father. 

Ther. I cannot ſee, how this ſuffering of the father 
was, in any degree, ſatisfattory to the law; ſince the 
father and the Pn could not be conſidered as one and 
the /ame perſon. It may paſs for an extraordinary in- 
ſtance of parental indulgence ; it may ſtrike the bene. 
volent and compaſſionate hearer : but if tried at the 
bar of equity and reaſon, it will hardly be admitted a; 
any legal ſatisfaction ; it will probably be condemned 
as a breach of nature's firſt and fundamental law, ſelf. 
preſervation. 

Afp. What you obſerve, Theron, I muſt confeſs, has 
weight. It will oblige me to give up my illuftration, 
Nevertheleſs, what you urge againſt the propriety of 
the compariſon, tends to eſtabliſh the certainty of the 
doctrine. For CHRIST and his people are actually 
conſidered as one and the fame perſon. They are 97 
myſtical body ; he the head, they the members; ſo in- 
timately united to him, that they are bone of his bone, 
and fleſh of his fleſh *. By virtue of which union, 
their fins were puniſhed in him, and by his ftripes they 
are healed +, they obtain impunity and life. 

Though there may be nothing in the procedure of 
men, which bears any reſemblance to this miracle of 
heavenly goodneſs ; it receives a ſufficient confirm: 
tion from the language of ſcripture. He who wrote 
as an amanuenſis to the unerring SPIRIT, has de- 
clared, that GOD was in CHRIST, reconciling the 
world, —unto whom ? unto ſome third party? No; 
but reconciling it, by the death and obedience of 
CHRIST,—unto himſelf . And I can very readily 

nt, that this divine exertion of benignity and wil 
om ſhould be without @ precedent, and without « 
parallel ||. 

Difficulties, I own, may attend the explication of 
this article, or be interwoven with its conſequences. 
At the fame time I muſt affirm, that our apprehenſions 
of heavenly things are ſo obſcure, and our ideas of the 
divine benevolence ſo ſcanty, that we may very po- 
ſibly miſtake ; and fancy that to be abſurd, which is 
only great, wonderful, and incomprehenſible J. Nor 
ſhall. 1 be thought preſumptuous in adding, that it 
will be impoſſible for all the ſagacity in the world, to 
prove this doctrine an ab/urdity, though it ſhould ever 
remain an inexplicable myſtery. How many phænomena 
in the conſtitution of external nature, are confeſſedly 
myſterious and inexplicable! They challenge, they 
command our aflent ; yet hae all our reſearches, and 
defy our utmoſt penetration. If then we find this 


Col. i. 20. F If, Ii. 5. 
} 2 Cor. v. 19. 

[| Fancy, in the perſon of Horace, ſaid of Jupiter and his 
fabulous exploits, 

Cui nihil viget ſimile aut ſecundum. 
Much more will Reaſon, in the character of a believer, ſay the 
lame of JEHOV AH and his marvellous grace. 

+ Its unparallelied, nay, its incomprehenſible nature, is no 
objection to its truth and reality. This is rather a circumſtance, 
which perfectly agrees with the teſtimony of the inſpired writers; 
and affords, in my opinion, an unanſwerable argument for the 
divine origin of Chriſtianity, | 

It agrees with the teſtimony of the inſpired writers ; who call 
it, not only G ©-D's wiſdom, by way of ſupereminent diſtinction, 
but his wi/dom in a myſtery, even his hidden wiſdom; which could 
not poſſibly have been conceived by any finite mind, however 
enlarged or ſagacious, —Afords an unanſwerable argument fi 
the divine origin of Chriſttanity, Since it was infinitely too deep 
for the contrivance of men, and abſolutely undiſcoverable by 
the penetration of angels; how could it be known, but by 
manifeſtation from above? Whence could it tale its riſe, but 
from an eſpecial revelation ? g 


* Eph. v. 30. 


truth fully and inconteſtably revealed in the Bible, we 
jail; renounce the philoſopher, before we can con/r/tent- 


ly acc the ſceptic. 


Ther. Let us ſee then, whether it be ſo fully and in- 
conteſtably revealed in the Bible. You have given 
me, as yet, but one of your ſcriptural images. : 

1/9. 1 have another at your ſervice. CHRIST is 
called an High Prieſt, What do you take to be the 
nature of the prieſtly oflice ? | 

Ther. The buſineſs of the prieſt was, I apprehend, 
to offer ſacrifices, and to make interceſſion for the people. 

4/p. Very true: and CHRIS T could not with any 
propriety receive this appellation, if he had been de- 
fective in performing either of the ſacerdotal functions. 
Now, that he offered no ſuch victim as lain beaſts, is 
univerſally acknowledged. We might preſume there- 
fore, even though we had not the authority of an a- 
poſtle to aſſure us, that he offered H1 MS E LJ, through 
the eternal SPIRIT, to 60 D. 

The croſs, ſhall I ſay ? rather his divine nature was 
the altar. His foul and body, each immaculately 
pure, were the holocauſt. Theſe he reſigned ; the one, 
to deadly wounds ; the other, to inexpreſſible anguith ; 
and both, to be inſtead of all whole burnt-offerings. 
— On this invaluable oblation, his interceſſion at the 
right hand of his FATHER is founded; trom this 
it derives that prevailing etlicacy, which is the ſecurity 
of his ſanding, and the recovery of his fallen diſciples. 

Give me leave to aſk farther, What is your idea of a 
ſacrifice? When Iphigenia was {lain at the altar, what 
was the import of that memorable action? 

Ther. It was intended, if we may credit Virgil's ac- 
count f, to appeaſe the indignation of the ſuperior 
powers, and to obtain a propitious gale for the wind- 
bound fleet, and confederate forces of Greece. But, I 
hope, you would not make that ſolemn butchery of 
the royal virgin, a pattern for the ſupreme goodnels ; 
nor the practice of groſs idolaters, a model tor the re- 
ligion of the holy F ESUS. 

Aſp. By no means, Theron. Only I would obſerve, 
that the cuſtom of offering ſacrifices obtained among 
the moit cultivated nations of the Heathen world ; 
| that thele ſacrifices were frequently of the vicarivus || 


* Heb. ix. 14. : 
+ The cro/s is, by ſome authors, ſtyled the altar. But, I 
think, improperly. This notion ſeems to have ſprung. from, 
or given riſc to, the Popiſh practice of idolizing the cruciſix. 
At leaſt, it countenances ſuch a kind of foppiſh or ſacrilegious 
devotion, more than a Proteſtant writer could wih —It was 
the property of the altar, to /antify the gift. This therefore, 
when referred to our L OR D's ſacrifice, is a far more exalted 
office, than we dare aſcribe to the in/trument of his ſuffering. 
This muſt be the honour and prerogative of his DIVINE 
NATURE, which did indeed ſanctify the great oblation ; 
= it a dignity, a merit, an efficacy, unſpeakable and ever- 
alting, ** | 8 
Sanguine placaſti ventos, et virgine ca54. 


Seneca ſays, alluding to the cuſtom of ſacrifices, and the 
prevailing opinion concerning them; Fuerim tantum nunguam 
amplius doliturg domus ſiamentum. What ve are to underitand 
by piamentum, our author himſelf explains, in the preceding 
clauſe; Quicguid matri delendum ſucrit, in me tranſierit ; quicquid 
avie, in me. To which his judicious commentator Li//tus, 
from an extenſive knowledge of antiquity, adds; ah) five 
piacularis victima. SEN. ad Helv. 

The ſame writer, in the ſame conſolatory epiſtle, has another 
ſentence, ſtill more to our purpoſe ; Nobilitatur omnium carmi- 
nibus, que ſe pro conjuge vicariam dedit.— Juvenal, ſpeaking of 
this very fact, expreſſes himſelf in very remarkable language ; 
ſuch as ſhews us, with the utmoſt clearneſ5 and preciſion, what 
the ancients meant, when they affirmed of a ſuffering or dy- 
ing perſon, that he gave himſelf for another: 


| —— —Spefat ſubeuntem fata mariti 
Alceftim, et ſimilis ſi permutatio detur. Sat. VI. 


There is a paſſage in Livy, which moſt of all deſerves our 
. as it ſeems to imply a popular belief of the digni- 
5, N Þ N than human dignity, of the ſacrifice which was 
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kind; in which the victim was ſubſtituted inſtead of 
the offerer; and the former being cut off, the latter 
was diſcharged from puniſhment : conſequently, that 
the claſſic authors would (in caſe there was any need of 
ſuch auxiliaries) join with the ſacred writers, to de- 
clare the expediency, and explain the nature of ſacrifices. 
This alſo you will permit me to add, that, if the Hea- 
thens talk ſenſibly on any part of religious worſhip, it 
is on the ſubject of ſacrifices. Their ſentiments con- 
cerning expiatory oblations, ſeem to be the faint and 
diſtant echo of revelation. And I have uſually conſi- 
dered them, not as the inſtitutions of mere reaſon, 
but as the remains of ſome broken tradition. 

However, the trueſt and molt authentic ſigniſica- 
tion of a ſacrifice, is to be learned from the Jewiſh 
ritual, explained by the goſpel-comment. Do you re- 
member the Moſaic account of that ordinance ? 

Ther. You are much better acquainted, A/pafio, with 
thoſe ſacred antiquities; and can give the moſt ſatisfactory 
information with regard to this particular. Only let 
me remind you, that a/ms are ſtyled offerings; and 
praiſes, both in the prophetical and evangelical wris 
tings, come under the denomination of ſacrifices. 

Ajp. Though praiſes and alms are ſtyled ſacrifices, 
they are not of the proprtiatory, but euchariſtic kind. 
They are never ſaid to exprate tranſgreſſions, only are 
repreſented as acceptable to G O D through FESUS 
CHRIST; that divinely-precious victim, whoſe me- 
rits both cancel our guilt, and commend our ſervices ! 
According to 

Ther. Stay a moment, Aſpaſio. Let me recollect my- 
ſelf.— This may be the meaning of ſacrifices, as or- 
daincd by Mees, and ſolemnized among the Jews.— 
„ Sacrifices were a {ymbolical addreſs to GOD; in- 
* tended to expreſs before him the devotion, affections, 
<« diſpoſitions, and deſires of the heart by fſignifica- 
tive and emblematical actions.” — Or thus; * The 
* prieſt made atonement for ſin, by ſacrificing a beaſt, 
only as that was a ſign and teſtimony of the ſacrificer's 
pure and upright heart.” 

Aſp. Sacritices, I acknowledge, were a ſymbolical 
addreſs to G O D.—But would you confine their ef- 
ficacy, only to the death of the animal, and the purity - 
of the oflerer? No, Theron : they always had a re- 
ference to the great ſacrifice, —ordained in the eternal 
counſels of JEHOV ;—Prepared, when the co- 
eternal 8S O N was made fleth ;—offered, when the bleſ- 
ſed FESU $ ſurrendered himſelt, to be led as a lamb 
to the {laughter.—They were ſo far from being inde- 
fendent on this divine oblation, that they acted in per- 
petual ſubſerviency to it, and derived a// their virtue 
from it. They were the ſhadow, but the body was 
CHRIST. X 

„ hey expreſſed,“ you ſay, „“ the devotion, af- 
* fections, diſpoſitions, and deſires of the heart.” 
But I rather think, they expreſſed the guilt and the 
faith of the ofterer.—His guilt ; for this ſeems to be 
intimated, by the very names of the propitiatory ſa- 
crifices ; the ſin and the ſacrifice, the offending action 
and the expiatory.rite, being ſignified by one and the 
ſame word *. It is ſomewhat more than intimated, 
by the occaſion of the offering, and the /tate of the of- 
terer. Since it was only on account of guilt contract- 
ed, that piacular oblations were made; and on 
from a guilty perſon that they were required. —H:s 
faith ; or firm belief, that ceremonial guilt, which ſhut 
him out from the communion of the viſible church, 
and ſubjected him to the infliction of temporal judg- 
ments, was removed by theſe; but that nora! guilt, 


neceſſary to appeaſe the wrath of heaven. It relates to Decius, 
devoting himſelf for the public good; Conſpectus ab utraque 
acie, aliquanto auguſtior humano viſu, ficutt cœlo miſſus, pia- 
culum omnis deorum ire, Lib. VIII. cap. ix. * 
Don denotes a /in, and f. g; Lev. iv. 3. 24. 
Son lignifies the treſpaſi, and the treſpaſs-offering, Lev, v. 


15. 19. | 
+L1 


134 N 
which deſiles the ſoul, and excludes from heaven, 
thould be purged by ſome belter ſacrifice than theſe *. 
In the exerciſe of this faith, Ahe offered up a more 
acceptable ſacrifice than Cain; and without this faith; 
exerciſed in ſome degree, it was inpoullible to pleale 
G OD. 1 

If ſacrifices were intended to beſpeak r/rgrity of 
heart, methinks, the ſtate of innecency Had been the 

ropereſt period for their inſtitution and oblation. 

ut we never hear of this awful ceremony till man is 
fallen, and ſin committed. If intended to denote pu- 
rity of: heart, why ſhould they be particularly enjoined 
on that ſolemn day, when confeſſion was made of all 
the fins 4 of the whole congregation ? An oddly-con- 
certed device this! in which the tongue muſt contra- 
dict what the ceremony would recognize. Or, how 
could it be proper, after the violation of ſome law, or 
the neglect of ſome ordinance, immediately to go and 
offer a ſacrifice? What would be the language of 
ſuch a practice? © I have done wickedly, but my 
& ];-art is pure and upright.” Is this conſiſtent with 
the ſpirit of humility, of modeſty, or of common in- 
genuity? Is this the way of groing glory to GOD, 
or of taking ſhame to ourielves! Whereas, let the ſa- 
criſice be a typical expiation, and this is the ſignificancy 
of the action. LORD, I confeſs myſelf guilty. 
«© Puniſhment and death are my due. Let then fall, I 
“ beſeech thee, on my victim; that thy juſtice being 
& glorified, and thy law ſatisfied, thy mercy may be 
& honourably diſplayed in my forgiveneſs.” 

Beſides, Theron, what likeneſs, what agreement is 
there, between the profeſſion of integrity, and an ani- 
mal mortally wounded, wallowing in its own blood, 
and ſtruggling in the agonies of death? Whereas, 
between theſe dying pangs, and the puniſhment due 
to fin, or the ſorrows ſuſtained by the crucified S A- 
VIOUR, there is an apparent, a /triking, and, in 
various reſpects, an ediſying reſemblance. 

Ther. They declared, perhaps, the facrificer's rea- 
dineſs and reſolution to ſlay the brute in himſelf, and 
to lay down his life in adherence to G O D. 

Aſp. I don't remember any aſſertion of this kind in 

the Bible, or any hint to countenance ſuch an inter- 
pretation. It ſeems, in ſome caſes, to be incompatible 
with the very nature of things, and contrary to the 
expreſs declarations of ſcripture. Doves, you know, 
lambs, and ſheep were offered in ſacrifice. But ſhall 
we ſlay the lamb, the dove, the ſheep in ourſelves ? 
Bo far from it, that CHRIST's diſciples are either 
deſcribed by theſe creatures, or commanded to imitate 
their properties. Be ye harmleſs as doves ||. Peter, 
feed my lambs J. My ſheep hear my voice —. 
Suppoſing, however, that this might be a ſubordi- 
nate deſign, or a valuable improvement of the ſacri- 
ficial acts; yet their primary intention, and ultimate 
end, were widely different; were much more ſigni- 
cant of the divine compaſſions, and much better adapt- 
ed to the comfort of mankind. They were an awful 
indication, that death was the wages of ſin; at the 
ſame time, a — declaration, that GOD was 
pleaſed to accept the death of the animal, inſtead of 
the ſinner's; a figurative repreſentation ++ alſo of that 
illuſtrious PERSON, who was to bear the ſin of 
many, and pour out his ſoul for tranſgreſſors. 


They ſanctiſied to the purifying of the fleſh, Heb. ix. 13. 
but could not make him that did the ſervice perfect, as pertaining 
to the conſcience, Heb. ix. 9. 

| + Lev. xvi; 21. i 

t What ſays that prodigy of oriental learning, Bochart? 
Hoc eodem ritu iram Dei peccator deprecabatur, eamque immitti 
petebat in illius victimæ caput, quam ſuo loco ponebat, HitRo- 
ZOIC, tom. I. lib, ii. cap. 54. 

Matth. x. 16. + John xxi. 15. + John x. 27. 
What ſays Milton upon this ſubject of ſacrifices, and with 
reference to their principal deſign? He calls them | 

— — - - Religious rites 
Of ſacrifice ; inſorming men, by types 
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— By 9a” 
Ther. Since ſacrifices were of a religious nature, 
they ſhould not only be inſtructive and beneficial in 
their tendency ; but have their due efetts, with regard 
to G OD, to lin, and to the perſon who brought them, 

Aſp. They had their effects with regard to G OH; 
that his juſtice might be magnified, and his anger ap- 
peaſed :—to /in ; that its demerit might be diſplayed, 
yet its guilt be done away :—to the perſon who brought 
them ; that he might obtain pardon, be exempted from 


puniſhment, and exerciſe his faith on the LORD 
FESUS CHRIST. 


Ther. There are ſo many ſorts bf facrifice appointed 
in the Jeꝛoiſh rubric, that I am at a loſs for a diſtin 
idea; unleſs ſome one be ſingled out, and ſeparately 
conſidered. | 

Aſp. Among all the facrifices inſtituted by Mz/es, 
none more circumſtantially typified the bleſſed FESUS, 
or more appolitely expreſſed the benefits of his obla- 
tion, than the paſchal lamb, and the fin-offering on the 
day of atonement. 

An expolitor, who cannot be miſtaken, has given 
us this interpretation of the paſchal lamb; CHRIST 
our paſſover is ſacrificed for us &: declaring hereby,— 
that CHRIST is a real ſacrifice ;—that he was pre. 
gured, in this capacity, by the paſchal lamb ;—that the 
circumſtances, which diſtinguiſhed it, met in him ; and 
the advantages, which reſulted from it, were procured 
by him; 2ho/e, in their trueſt import; theſe, in their 
largeſt extent.—The words of the apoſtle ſpeak this 
ſenſe, to the plaineſt ſimpleſt reader. Whereas, to 
extort any other ſignification from them, what ſubtil- 
ty of wit, and what refinement, or rather violence 
of criticiſm, muſt be uſed ! | Fg 

The paſchal lamb was without blemiſh. Such was 
the LAMB of GOD; free from all taint of origi- 
nal ſin, and from every ſpot of actual tranſgreſſion.— 
A lamb of the firſt year, in all the ſprightlineſs and 
floridity of youth: CHRIST alſo laid down his life, 
not when worn with age, or debilitated with ſickneſs; 
but in the very prime of his days; amidſt all the bloom 
of health, and all the vigour of manhood. —The lamb 
was to be ſlain in ſuch a manner, as might occaſion 
the moſt _— effuſion of its blood. And was not this 
very exactly fulfilled in our ſuffering SAVIOUR? 
His blood Leue. out, in vaſt abundance, by the ama- 
zing ſweat in the 2 ; by the rending laſhes of 
the courge 5 by the lacerating points of the thorns ; by 
the drea nails, which cleft his hands and his feet ; 
by the deadly ſpear, which ripped open his ſide, and 
cut its way to his heart.— Though he blood was to 
be ſo liberally ſpilt, a bone of the LAMB was not to 
be broken. And you cannot but recollect, you cannct 
but admire, the wonderful int ſition of Providence, 
to accompliſh this emblematical prediction. When the 
ſoldiers had received a command to break the legs of 


the three crucified perſons; when they had actually 


And ſhadows, of that deſtin d ſeed to bruiſe 
The ſerpent, by what means he ſhall achieve 
Mankind's deliverance. B. XII. ver. 231. 


* 1 Cor. v. 7. Would any one venture to ſay, Paul our 


paſſover is ſacrificed for us? Yet this, I think, may be, or 


rather is in effect ſaid, by the account which ſome perſons give 
of CHRIS T's ſatisfaction. The very thought of ſuch a blaſ- 
phemous abſurdity, is too painful and enſive for the ſerious 
Chriſtian to dwell upon, I would therefore divert bis attention 
to a more pleaſing object. Let him obſerve the exquiſite ſkill, 
which, here and every where, conducts the zeal of our inſpr 
red writer, —The odes of Pindar are celebrated for their fine 
tranſitions ; which, though bold and ſurpriſing, are perfecthj 
natural, We have, in this place, a very maſterly ſtroke of 
the ſame beautiful kind. 'The-apoſtle, ſpeaking of the inceſtu- 


ous criminal, paſſes, by a moſt artful digreſſion, to his darling 


topic, a crucified SAVIOUR. Who would have expected 
it, on ſuch an occaſion ? Yet, when thus admitted, who does 
not ſee and admire, both the propriety of the ſubject, and the 

delicacy of its introduction? 


_ — — 


kr of each malefactor, which hung on the 
8 br, ho LORD and on the left; — minds 
were over- ruled (by a divine influence, no doubt) to 
ſpare the bleſſed 7 ES US, and to leave all his bones 
touched. i 9+ 8 
* was to be killed before the whole aſſembly ; 
in the preſence, either of the whole congregation of 
lſrael, or elſe of that particular ſociety, which concur- 
red in eating the fleſh. And did not the whole mal- 
titude of the Fews conſpire againſt our REDEEMER, 
to put him to death? Did they not all cry out, as 
with one voice, Crucify him! Crucify him! Was he 
not executed, at one of their grand feſtivals, and in 
the ſight of the whole aſſembled nation ?— The blood 
was not to be poured heedleſsly upon the ground, but 
received carefully into a baſon ; and /prin#led, with. 
the utmoſt punctuality, ”= the door-poſts. In like 
manner, the blood of the heavenly LAM B is not to 
be trampled under foot, by a contemptuous diſregard. 
It is the treaſure of the church, and the medicine of 
life; to be received therefore by an humble faith, and 
devoutly applied to our conſciences.—The ſprinkling 
of that blood ſecured every I/raeliti/h family from the 
deſtroying angel's ſword. So the merits of the 
llaughtered 8 AVIO UR * ſcreen every believing ſin- 
ner from the ſtroke of offended juſtice, and from the 
pains of eternal death. What muſt have become of 
the Iſraelite, who, truſting to the u rightneſs of his 
heart, ſhould negle& to make uſe of this divinely· ap- 
pointed ſafeguard? He muſt inevitably have been pu- 
niſhed with the death of his firſt- born. Equally cer- 
tain, but infinitely more dreadful, will be hig condem- 
nation, who, before the omniſcient JU D G E, ſhall 
preſume to plead his own integrity, or confide in his 


own repentance, and reject the atonement of the dy- 


ing ESUS. 1B 
e. Now, if you pleaſe, for the ſin-fering +, 
which ſeems to have been the moſt eminent ſacrifice 
of them all. x 

Aſp. It was the moſt comprehenſive ; becauſe it ſha- 
dowed forth not only the death of CHRIST, but 
his reſurrection from the dead, and his aſcenſion into 
heaven.—As the various actions of ſome illuſtrious 
perſonage, which cannot be exhibited by the painter 
in a ſingle draught, are diſplayed in y Moo compart- 
ments ; yet all conſtitute one and the ſame grand h:/?o- 
rical picture: ſo, theſe glorious events, incapable of be- 
ing repreſented by any Kah animal, were typified by 
two kids of the goats; which nevercheleſs were reputed 
but as one f offering. 


Both St Peter and St Paul ſpeak of the blood of ſprink- 
ling, 1 Pet. i. 2. Heb. xii. 24.; intimating, by this remark- 
able form of ſpeech, that the death of CHRIST will be of no 
advantage to the ſinner, unleſs it be applied to his heart; as 
the blood of the paſchal lamb was no protection to an {ſraelite, 
till it had tinged the poſts of his door, —//aiah, uling the ſame 
phraſe, and alluding to the ſame cuſtom, ſays of our LORD 
JFESUS CHRIST, He ſhall ſprinkle many nations, lii. 15, 
Not only initiate them into his church by baptiſm ; but alſo, 


by the application of his blood, ſhall cleanſe them from their 


guilt, and deliver them from the wrath to come. 

f For the circumſtances relating to the in- fering, the rea- 
der will conſult Lev. xvi.— For thoſe which concern the pa- 
ſchal lamb, he will have recourſe to Exod. xii. 

ft How runs the divine command? He (the high prieſt ) 

Wall take of the congregation two kids of the goats for a fin-offer- 
ing, Lev. xvi. 5. Are not theſe two kids ſtyled, in the ſingular 
number and callective ſenſe, an Mering That we might not 
miſtake, GOD is pleaſed to add, and one ram for a burnt-offer- 
ing. Here he names one, to prevent a miſapprehenſion of his 
meaning, when he had before ſaid tuo. To render his mean- 
ing (till more apparent, and that we may regard this goat as 
Joined in the /ame offering with the other; the LORD, con- 
trary to his own rule in all other caſes, orders the high prieſt 
to lay his hands upon the head of the /cape-goat, not upon 
the head of the goat devoted to death. He divides the neceſ- 
lary circumſtances of a ſacrifice between them both ; to inti- 
mate, in the cleareſt manger, that neither the one nor the o- 
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felf bore our 


III. „ 
Theſe goats were brought to the door of the taber- 
nacle, and there preſented before the LORD. CHRIST 
alſo preſented himſelf before GO D, when he went up 
to Feruſalem, that all things written by the prophets con- 
cerning him might be accompliſbed “. — The goat, on which” 
the LO R D's lot fell, was devoted to death. CHRIST 
alſo being delivered by the determinate counſel and fore- 
knowledge of GOD +, was crucified and ſlain.— The 
body was burnt without the camp. - Which pointed at 
the very place, and pictured out the very nature of 
our LOR D's ſufferings. For he ſuffered without the 
gate | ; was there expoſed to the rage of men, and the 
wrath of GOD; under the moſt exquiſite pains of 
body, and the moſt inſupportable agonies. of ſoul, 
All ſignificantly typified by the flame of a devouring 
fire. Than which nothing is more fierce, more pene- 
trating, or more ſeverely tormentinng. 
As the animal which was aug htered, ſhewed forth 
the REDEEMER dying for our fins ; that which 
eſcaped, preſigured the — SAVIOUR, rifing again 
for our juſtification. — The high prieſt. put his hands 
upon the head of the ſcape-goat, and with great ſo- 
lemnity, confeſſed the fins of the whole congregation. 
The import of this ceremony is expreſsly declared in 
the ſacred canon; The goat /hall bear upon him their ini- 
gui'y . It is charmingly explained by the prophet, 
he LORD laid on HIM the iniquity of us all | ; 
and moſt delightfully confirmed by the apoſtle, He him- 
72 in his own body on the tree , 

This done, the goat was diſmiſſed into a land not in- 
habited; a place ſeparated from all reſort of men; where 
he was never likely to be found any more: to teach 
us, that our offences, having been expiated by the 
bleeding FESU'S, are entirely done away; ſhall ne- 
ver riſe up in judgment againſt us ; but, according to 
the prophecy of Jeremiah, when the iniquity of Iſrael 


Hall be ſought for, there ſhall be none; and the fins of 


Judah, they ſhall not be found ++.-—It is farther injoin- 


ed, that Aaron ſhall confeſs all the iniquities of the chil- | 


dren of Iſrael, and all their tranſgreſſions, in all their fins. 
Iniquities, tranſgreſſions, ſins, are particularized ; and, 
to this cluſter of expreſſions, the word all is added ; 
to inform us, that che /eaſt ſins need the atonement 
of CHRIS T's death; to aſſure us, that the greate/? 
fins are not beyond the compaſs of its efficacy; and 
that all fins, be they ever ſo hainous, or ever ſo nu- 
merous, are forgiven to the true believer. 
The high prielt carried the blood of the victim into 
the ſecond tabernacle, even within the weil. So 
CHRIST entered with his own blood, not into the 
holy places made with hands, but into heaven it/elf ==. 
— The blood was ſprinkled before the mercy-ſcat; ſprink- 
led upon the mercy· ſeat; and leſt in the holy of holies, that 
it might always remain before the LORD. And does 
not CHRIST always appear in the preſence of GOD for 
us? does he not ever live to make interceſſion for us ? to 
lead his all-ſufficient propitiation in our behalf; that the 
nefits procured thereby, may be communicated, rati- 
fied, and perpetuated to his people? | 
Ther. Theſe benefits, A/pafio, are aſcribed, in ſcrip- 
ture, to repentance and reformation of life, qualifica- 


ther /eparate, but both taken together, were the one ſacrificial 
oblation, appointed for this diſtinguiſhed ſolemnity. . 
If this be true, I think, the paſſage is a pretty conſiderable 
proof, that atonement was made by ſuffering vicarious puniſh- 
ment ; natwithſtanding what has been urged againſt it, from 
the tenth verſe of the chapter. Should we require human au- 
thority tor the ſupport of this interpretation, one of the greateſt 
human authorities may be ſeen in the celebrated Vitſius: Uterque 
hircus pertinebat ad unum ſacrificium pro peccato, hoſtiæ unius 
loco. Uterque erat pecus piacularis, vicaria l/raef peecatori, 
ejuſque peccatum ferens. Oecon. lib. IV. cap. vi. 

* Luke xvii. 31. + AQ ii. 23. 4+ Heb. xiii, 12. | 
It is obſervable, that whereas the ſcape-goat is ſaid to bear Nui 
the fins of 1/rael, Lev. xvi. 22. ; the very ſame phraſe is ap» 
plied to CH RIS T, II. liii. 12. f 


+ If, li. 6. ++ 1 Pet. ü. 24. ++ Jer. l. 20, = Heb, ix. 14. 
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tions of our ν,,, not to any ſuch cauſe as a vicarious 
ſacrifice ; where the merit mult neceflarily ſubſiſt 27 
another. What ſays the apoſtle Peter, when he had 
Juſt received his inſtructions from the HOLY GHOST; 
Repent and be converted, not look unto an atonement, 
or depend upon a propitiation, that your fins may be 
blotted out *. 

Aſp. "Tis true, the benefits of the new covenant are 
promiſed to penitents, as their happy portion; but ne- 
ver aſſigned to their repentance, as the procuring cauſe. 
Never to their repentance, but to the blood of the 
great HIGH PRIEST, called therefore the blood of 
the everlaſting covenant + being the condition ſtipula- 
ted in it, required by it, and in conſequence of which, 
all its unſpeakable privileges are beſtowed. ; 

Beſides, the qualifications you ſuppole, are the gift 
of the LORD. We are not able to exerciſe, till 
CHRIST, who is exalted for this very purpoſe, grves 
repentance . A converſion to G O D, anda newneſs 
of life, are not the cfſect of human abilities, but the 
work of the divine SPIRIT, and the fruit of the 
REDEEME R's death. — Indeed, this death is the 

urchaſe of every heavenly blefling. This opens the 
— of heavens, and all its inexhauſtible ſtores. 
By this we have the enjoyment of grace, and by this 
the hope of glory. i 

Ther. You begin to be in raptures, A/paſio / 

Aſp. Excuſe me, Theron. It is not eaſy to repreſs 
the ſallies of delight and devotion, when we mule 
upon ſuch amazing loving- kindneſs, and are touched 
with a ſenſe of ſuch immenſely-rich benefits. -A great 
HIGH PRIEST! whois 4:gher than the heavens I 
yet humbled himſelf to death, even the death of the 
croſs! who is conſecrated for overmore +; and pleads / 
his merit, improves all his influence, for our conſum- 
mate felicity ! 


What heart of ſtone but glows at thoughts like theſe ? 
Such contemplations mount us, and ſhould mount 

The mind ſtill higher ; nor ever glance on man 
Unraptur'd, unnflam'd +. 


But I check myſelf; and will either reply to your 
objections, or liſten to your ſentiments ; liſten as at- 
tentively, as you yourſelf attend to the muſic of that 
fhrill-tongued bruſh. ä 

Ther. Its ſweetly-modulated lays, eminent even in 
the ſymphony of ſpring, have indeed attracted my 
ears. But my mind is diſengaged, and free for your 
converſation. | | 
* Aſp. I can repeat a ſong, ſweeter far than this, or 
all the melody of the woodland choirs: A ſong, 
which has harmony enough, to make the brow of 
melancholy wear a ſmile, or to ſooth away the /orrows 
of death itſelf. Who /hall lay any thing to the charge 
of GO D's elect? It is GOD that juſtifieth ; who is he 
that condemneth? It is CHRIST that died; yea ra- 
ther, that is riſen again; who 1s even at the right 
hand of GOD; whoalſo maketh interceſſion for us ++ ,— 
According to my friend's principles, the ſtrain of this 
triumphant exclamation was ill-judged, and ſhould 
have run in the following manner: Who ſhall lay 
ce any thing to our charge? We have endeavoured to 
“ preſerve a rectitude of diſpoſition, and to perſiſt in 
e a laudable courſe of action. Where-ever we failed, 
&« we have been ſorry for the fault, and have implored 
a — 2 from the divine MAJESTY. What then 
&« fhall diſmay us? or who ſhall condemn us.” — Tour 
topics of conſolation would be complete, without 
having recourſe to the death of CHRIST, as an at- 
onement for ſin; or to the reſurrefion of CHRIST, 
as an evidence that the atonement is accepted; or to 
the interceſſiun of CHRIST, as the cauſe of our in- 
tereſt in that tranſcendent bleſſing. | 


Acts ii, 19. + Heb. xii. 20, Þ+ Ads v. 31. 
| Heb. vii, 26. + Heb. vii. 28. 
+ Night-Thoughts, No IV. ++ Rom, viii. 33. 34. 
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Ther. Since you ſo frequently mention, and ſo car. 


neſtly inſiſt upon atonement, I ſhould be glad to know 
the preciſe ſigniſication of the word. I am told, the 
original phraſe has nothing to do with the idea of ma. 
king ſatisfaction. 

Aſp. We may learn the preciſe ſignification of 
atonement, by conſidering the means 5 he effect and 
the manner, whereby the means accomplith the effect. 
Ihe effect of atonement, is parden.— Ihe means of 
obtaining it, are the death of CHRIST. — The way 
or manncr, whereby the death of CHRIST becomes 
efficacious for this bleſſed purpoſe, is the ſovercign a. 
porntment of his FATHER}; the infinite dignity of 
his perſon ; and eſpecially the vicarious nature of his 
ſufferings, or their being undergone in the ſtead of 
linners. 

Ther. It has beenſuppoſed, and is affirmed too, that 
our SAVIOUR's obedience and death were con- 
ducive to our redemption, only in virtue of his F A- 
THER's will and appointment. 

Aſp. I am glad it is ſome other, and not my Theron, 
who eſpouſes this opinion: which is highly injurious 
to the dignity of cur REDEEMER's perſon, and 
to the merit of his obedience. Neither is it very ho- 
nourable to the wiſdom of the FATHER, unless 
we ſuppoſe him therefore to have appointed the death 
of CHRIST, becauſe he knew it was fully ſufficient 
tor the glorious purpoſe. 

And why ſhould we uſe that weak inadequate ex- 
preſſion, conducive to our redemption ? Would any one 
lay, of Solomon's elegant and ſumptuous temple, that 
it was conducive to the accompliſhment of what A 
foretold * David's proviſion of ſtones, of timber, 
and of gold, was, if you pleaſe, conducive to it. But 
Solomon's act was perſective of it; was the very exe- 
cution of the thing itſelf. Such are the obedience and 
death of CHRIST, with reſpect to our redemp- 
tion. | 

Ther. But we forget the original word, and neglect 
to inquire into its genuine import. 

Aſp. The word, which we tranſlate atonement, im- 
plies, in its primary acceptation, the notion of cover- 
ing. Thus the ark was covered t, was overlaid with 
pitch, within and without : that all its chinks miglit 
be ſecured againſt the inſinuating attempts of the 
water; and all its timber defended from the injuries 
of the liquid element. When an object, in this or 
any other manner, is covered over for ſafety ; the 
covering receives every ſhock, and ſuſtains all damages, 
which would otherwiſe fall upon the thing covered. 
The image, therefore, is very pertinently uſed, to 
expreſs the true evangelical nature of atonement ; and 
the word is uſed, with equal propriety, to deſcribe 
the mercy-ſeat ]; which was a coſtly covering for the 
ark, made of pure gold, and exactly commenſurate 
to that ſacred repoſitory. In this were lodged the 
tables of the law ; whoſe precepts we have violated, 
and to whoſe curſe we were ſubject. Conſequently 
the mercy-ſeat, both by its ſituation, its extent, and 
its office, prefigured the REDEEMER: who in- 
terpoſes between the law and the offender ; fulfils the 
commands, and ſuſtains the curſe cf the former ; me- 
rits pardon, and procures ſalvation for the latter. 

As ſome fine flower; having entertained our eye 
with one beautiful colour, ſuddenly breaks, or gra- 
dually ſoftens into another; and gives us a renewe 
pleaſure : ſuch, methinks, is the nature of this de- 
lightful word.—lt is. expreflive of the hoar-froft ||; 


** Exod, xv. 17, hg 
+ MMA Thou ſhalt beſmear, cover, or overlay, Gen. vi. 14. 
This is the firſt place, in which our word occurs. It is ſuppoſed 
to give us the genuine and native ſenſe of the phraſe. —Perbaps 
the Engliſh expreſſion cover, may be derived from the partici- 


ple A copher. 1 Na Exod. xxv. 17. 


Aa. exlvü. 16. The idea deduced from haar ral. 


F 


nich, in a ſerene, but ſharp wintry morning, covers the 
houſes, covers the trees, covers the whole face of na- 
ture. So, the blood of FES US, according to the 
ſalmiſt's repreſentation, covers * all our guilt, and 

hides every offence. Inſomuch that, when this blood is 
applied by the divine SPIRI T, the LORD fees no 
iniquity e +, He acts, as if he ſaw none; neither 
puniſhes the guilty, nor abhors the polluted ſinner. 

The ſame expreſſion is uſed with reference to a 
covenant, and ſignifies the abolition of the contract]; 
which was done by cancelling the deed, or expunging 
the articles of ſtipulation.—By the covenant of works, 
all mankind became obnoxious to condemnation 3 
were bound over to death. By the grace of CHRIST, 
our obligation to puniſhment is difannulled, and the 
hand-writing of condemnation 1s blotted out Should 
you aſk, How this is effected? By paying a ranſom, 
and offering a ſacrifice. Should you farther inquire, Of 
:vhat this ranſom and this ſacrifice conſiſted? Of nothing 
leſs than the precious blood ||, the ineſtimable life +, 
the divinely-magniſicent perſon of CHRIS TX X. 

Ther. Theſe then are the capital ideas included in 
the original word, a covering by way of defence, and 
a covering by way of concealment. 8 i 

Aſp. They are, Theron. — As the brain, in the ani- 
mal body, is the ſource of ſenſation; ſends out vari- 
ous detachments of nerves, to animate and actuate all 
the parts of the vital ſyſtem : ſo, theſe two capital 1de- 
as branch themſelves into a variety of ſubordinate, 
yet ſimilar ſignifications ; which run through the whole 
ceconomy of the goſpel, to enliven and quicken the 
ſpirit of a belieyer. Let me inſtance in a few particu- 
lars. This richly- ſignificaut word denotes—the exerciſe 
of divine mercy *, -the pardon of fin , —a cleanſin 
from guilt , —purging from tranſgreſſion ||, — reconci- 
lation for iniquity I,. — the ee of wrath .- Do 
not theſe paſſages (which are expreſſed by ſome branch 
of the verb, that conveys to us the idea of 777. 1 
plainly intimate, that the atonement of CHR“ - 4 
is the meritorious cauſe of all theſe deſirable effects; 
is the foundation of every act of divine goodneſs ; and 
the origin of every bleſſing vouchſafed to ſinners ? 


Ther. After all, this is the conſideration, which 
principally offends and perplexes me :—G OD is a ſpi- 
rit; an abſolutely- perfect and infinitely - pure being; 
remote, inconceivably- remote, from whatever is groſs 
or corporeal. How then can he take pleaſure in the 
effuſion of blood, or the burning of fleſh ? How can 
any ſuch /ow carnal inducements make him merciful 
to ſinners ; or appeaſe, what you call, his wrath ? 

Aſp. Rather, what the ſcriptures call his wrath.— 
You miſtake our doctrine, my dear Theron. We never 
maintain, that any ſacrifice whatever, not even the 
propitiation of CHRIS T's death, was intended to 


is not ſo exact and ſtriking, in our northern clime, as in the 
more ſouthern regions. There, the exhalations and dews be- 
ing more copious, the hoar-froſt muſt fall thicker, lie deeper, 
and more fully correſpond with the notion of covering, 

* Pſal. xxxii. 1. + Numb. xxiii. 21. 

t IC. xxviii. 18. "WJ abolebitur. Proprie ſonat, oblinetur, 
obliterabitur, / enim e Hebreis 2 quid obducere, at- 
que inde (cum obducta et oblita diſpareant) delere, abolere. 
(Thus, I apprehend, the words ſhould be pointed. According 
to the 7 punctuation, at leaſt in my edition, I can make 
out neither ſyntax nor ſenſe). Alluditur hoc loco ad federa ſcripto 
comprehenſa, que abolentur et irrita fiunt, ſi ſcriptura inducatur, 
cancelletur, antiquetur, obliteretur. V1TRING. in loc. 

__ Not by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood. 
IX. I2. 


K Son of man came to give bis life a ranſom for many. 
ark x. 45. | 
ho through the eternal SPIRIT offered himſelf without 
ſpot to GOD. Heb. ix. 14. | =T 
* Deut. xxxii. 43. 1 Deut. xxi. 8. 2 Chron. xxx. 18. 
Numb. xxxv, 33. | Pfal. IXv. 3. + Dan. ix. 24. 
+ Ezek. xvi: 63. 
No VII. 
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make GO D merciful; only to make way for his eter- 
nal purpoſes of mercy, without any prejudice either 
to the demands of his law, or the rights of his juſtice. 
—Our ſentiments on his head, are exactly conſonant 
to his own declaration, and his own procedure, in the 
caſe of Job's friends *. Though diſpleaſed with their 
conduct, he was merciful to their perſons. Neverthe- 
leſs, he would not exerciſe that mercy, till they had 
firſt offered a ſacrifice, and acted faith in a dying S8 A- 
VIOUR. 

Neither is it ever ſuppoſed, that the infinitely wiſe 
and pure GOD can take pleaſure in the efſuſion of 
blood, or the burning of fleth, fmply conſidered ; only 
as they had a reference to that noble and ineſtimable ſa- 
crifice, which brings the higheſt honour to his name; 
which thoſe ſlaughtered animals exhibited in a figure ; 
and to which every true 1/aelite had a believing regard. 

I fay, had a believing regard. For it is affirmed by 
the author to the Hebrews, that the goſpel was preached 
to the 1/rael/ites in the wilderneſs + .—What does he 
mean by the goſpel? The very eſſence of this benevo- 
lent ſcheme, according to the apoſtle's own definition, 
is, that CHRIST died for our fins f.— How was this go- 
ſpel preached to our fathers in the wilderneſs ? By ſig- 
nificant emblems ; eſpecially by ſlaughtered animals, 
and bleeding victims; by which CHRIST was almoſt 
continually, though not {6 evidently as in theſe latter 
times, ſet forth crucified || for finners. 

In this ſenſe alone, thoſe carnal uſages were worthythe 
wiſdom of G OD to appoint, and the majeſty of GOD 
to accept.—Thm gave them a peculiar dignity and im- 
portance ; and ſet them far above all the lmilar obſer- 
vances uſed in the Heathen worſhip, —They were alſo, 
when thus explained, thus improved, extremely pro- 
fitable to believers ; as they directed their contempl a- 
tion to the future ſufferings of a SAVIOUR, and 
ratified to their faith the benefits of his ever-operating 
ſacriſice: which, we are aſſured by an infallible voice, 


was effectual for the redemption of the tranſgreſſions under 
mm covenant |. 

| Ther. So you apprehend, that, in thoſe uſages prac- 
tiſed by the ancient Fews, the goſpel was emblematically 
preached, and CHRIS Tin a figure exhibited. 

Aſp. Moſt certainly, Theron. And for this cauſe, 
under the law, almoſt all things were purged with blood +. 
The multiplicity, the variety, the conſtancy of their 
ſacrifices, were all deſigned to impreſs upon their minds, 
and familiarize to their thoughts, this great evangelical 
truth.— Was any one overtaken by a fault? He muſt 


See Job xlii. 7. 8. + Heb. iv. 2. f 1 Cor, xv. 3. | Gal. iii. 1. 
+ Heb. ix. 15. When I refle&t on theſe words, I wonder 
how any one can aflert, That all the Fews died under the curſe 
of the law, — Died under the curſe of the law ! Even though 
the apoſtle has warranted it for a truth, that all theſe (mean- 
ing Abraham, Sarah, Jaac, Jacob, cc.) died in faith. Heb. xi. 
13,—Even though he has elſewhere laid it down as a maxim, So 
then they which are of faith, in whatever period of time they 
live, or under whatever diſpenſation of religion they worſhip, 
are bleſſed with faithful Abraham. Gal. iii. 9,—Even though 
the pſalmiſt, in one place, affirms, Blefſed are they whoſe un- 
righteouſneſſes are forgiven, and whoſe ſin is covered: and, in 
another place, declares concerning himſelf and his pious con- 
temporaries ; Lock how wide the eaſt is from the weſt! So far 
hath he ſet our ſins from us, Pſal, xxxit. 1. Pal, citi. 12, 
From theſe and many other texts, I think, it is evident, 
that the faithful cus no more died under the curſe of the 
law, than the faithful Chriftians, The death of CHRIST 
pony the pardon and acceptance of belivers, even before 
e came in the fleſh, From the beginning, he had covenanted 
with the FATHER, as their MEDIATOR; and GOD, 
to whom all things are preſent, ſaw the certain accompliſhment 
of his undertakipg. He was therefore, by virtue of the di- 
vine decree, and in point of ſaving efficacy, a LAM I ſlain 
from the foundation of the world, Though he laid down' his 
life in the reign of Tiberius, he was a real REDEEMER in 
all ages, | | | 
+ Heb. ix. 22, 
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preſent a victim, and the pricſt muſt ſlay it, by way 
of treſpaſs-offering ; to ſignify, that the guilt Which 
was contracted, conld be done away only by the ato- 
ning death of CHRIST ,—Had any one received a ſig- 
nal Ying? A beaſt was {lain by way of peace-offering ; 
as a public expreſſion of gratitude for the mercy, and 
alſo as an eee declaration, that all good vouch- 
ſafed to fallen man, is owing to the REDEEMER's 
ranſom.— Was any one to be inveſted with the prie//y 
office, or admitted to miniſter in the ſanctuary ? A ram 
or a bullock muſt bleed, by way of atonement, and 
for the purpoſe of conſecration * ; in order to teſtify, 
that no man can officiate with acceptance in the wor- 
ſhip of GOD ; that no ſervice, though of a religious 
kind, can be pleaſing in his ſight ; /// the former 18 
intereſted in the merits, unleſs the latter is recommend- 
ed by the death, of the great HIGH PRIEST. 
And not only by their ſolemn ſacrificial acts, but 
even by their ordinary meals, this grand leſſon was in- 
culcated. They were forbidden to cat the blood, in 
order to awaken and preſerve in their conſciences, a 
reverential and fiducial regard to the precious blood of 
CHRIST. The HOLY GHOST, aſfligning a 
reaſon for this ſacred prohibition, ſays expreſsly, Be- 
cauſe the blood maketh an atonement for your + ſouls ; the 
blood of beaſts typically, the blood of CHRIST et- 
ſectually. O! that Chri/tians would, in this particu- 
lar, learn of Fes ; learn, at leaſt, from Few:/h ordi- 
nances, to have their attention inceflantly fixed on 
that divine HIGH PRIEST; who, by one offering, 
hath perfected for ever, not barely conduced or contri- 
bated to the work ; but hath fully accompliſhed it, and 
obtained complete remiſſion for—-themthatare ſanttified}. 
Ther. Some offerings were made without any effuſion 


of blood. What could thoſe mean? Or how could 


they typity the ſacrifice of CHRIST? | 

Aſp. Perhaps the apoſtle might foreſee ſuch an ob- 
jection, when he uſed that guarded expreſſion, Almaſt 
all things were purged with blood. —If, in theſe caſes, 
there was no effuſion of blood, yet there was a de- 
ſtruction of the ſubſtance. The meat-efferings were 
conſumed by fire; which is much the fame to inani- 
mate things, as ſhedding of the blood is to living crea- 
tures.— The ſame effect is aſcribed to theſe oblations, 
as to thoſe of the ſanguinary kind. It is expreſsly 
declared of the poor man's tre/paſ5-effering, which con- 
ſiſted of fine flour, and was burnt upon the altar, 7: 
ſhall. make an atonement for him ||.—So that here alſo 
was, what we may truly call, a vii 2 77 
CHRIST. The offerings which flamed, as well as 
the victims which bled,ſhewed forth our dying LORD: 
whoſe © one oblation of himſelf once offered,“ com- 
prized all the qualities, and realized the whole eſſicacy, 
repreſented by every other ſacrifice. 

Ther. Another odd circumſtance has often given me 
diſguſt, and been apt to prejudice me againſt the in- 
ſtitutions of the Old Teſtament. Many of them ap- 
pear mean, contemptible, and perfectly puerile. * Can 
<« theſe,” I have ſaid within myſelf, © be ordained by 
« a GOD of infinite wiſdom, and tranſcendent glo- 
« ry? Can we reaſonably” imagine, that a mandate 
« ſhould be iſſued from the court of heaven, on pur- 
« poſe to forbid the boiling, and injoin the roaſting |, 
«: of ſome particular piece of meat? — Will the great 
« RULER of the fkies concern himſelf about the 
« preciſe manner of filling one bird, and releaſing ano- 
„ ther + ?—Will he, who claims the worſhip of the 
« heart, haveſuch an eſpecial regard to a drop or two of 
« deſpicable blood, put upon the tip of the right ear, or 
« the thumb of the right hand +*—Surely, ſuch chil- 
« diſh ceremonies are too minute and trivial for the 
« notice, much more for the ſolemn appointment, of 
« the ſupreme MAJESTY! 


* Lev. vil. 22, Numb. viii, 12. / Lev. xvii. 11. 
t Heb. x. 14. || Lev.v. 11. 12. 13. + Exod. xii. . 
1 ＋— Lev. xiv. 4. 5. 6. 7. ++ Exod. Xxix. 20. 
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Aſp. You will pleaſe to remember, that, when thoſe 


ceremonies were ordained, it was the fancy &, at 
leaſt the minority of the church. If we advert to' this 
circumſtance, we ſhall have reaſon to admire, both 
the all-comprehending wiſdom, and the no leſs conde- 
icending - goodneſs, of JEHOVAH.—His all-co. 
prehending wiſdom, in conforming, ſo accurately and 
ſo minutely, the type to the event; though the for- 
mer was eſtablithed, long, long before the Fatter exiſt. 
cd. Many ages belore the Defire of nations appeared 
his picture was drawn ; was preſented to public view; 
and is now found to correſpond, in every feature 
with the illuſtrious original. What hand could be e- 
qual to ſuch a taſk, but only the hand of an omni. 


ſcient LIM NER?—Hlis condeſcending goodneſs, in 


adapting the tenor of his revelation to the ſtate of 
his people; ſpeaking wnto them, even as unto babes } : 
not by naked precepts, or abſtracted truths ; but by 


earthly ſinulitudes , and (if I may fo expreſs myſelf) 


by embodicd inſtructions ; ſuch as were level to their 
low capacities, and calculated to affect their dull ap- 
prehenſions. 

The inſtitutions, to which you hint, were undoubt- 
edly mean and trifling, if conſidered in themſelves. 
Accordingly their wife and majeſtic AUTHOR cau- 
tions his people againſt ſuch erroneous and unworthy 
notions, © / 3 not unto your fathers, nor command. 
« ed them, in the day that I brought them out of the land 
« of Egypt, concerning burnt-offerings or ſacrifices ||. It 
«© was not my deſign, that they ſhould acquieſce in 
«© the ſhadow, and neglect the ſubſtance. I never in- 
* tended, that they ſhuuldrreſt in the porch, but paſs 
«© through theſe ordinances to much ſublimer things. 
« CHRIST and ſpiritual bleſſings were principal 
in my view: to which all the Meſaical uſages were 
« relative, ſubſervient, and one continual manuduc- 
* tion.” —Conſidered in this light; as bearing a refer- 
“ ence to the ever-bleſſed MEDIATOR; as em- 
blems of his perſon, and pledges of his grace; they 
acquire a real magnificence, and convey the moſt ſa- 
lutary leſſons. SE | 

The blood pat upon the tip of the ear, and thumb 
of the hand, denotes our perſonal application of the 
death of CHRIST: without which all its virtue, 
though boundleſs and inconceivable, will profit us 
nothing. Thoſe particular parts of the body, ma 
iigony the perceptive and executive faculties; in both 
which we offend, and for both which we need the 
great propitiation.—Of the two birds you mention, 
one was to be {://2d, the other was to fly away, after 
it had been dipped in the blood of its fellow. Thus 
the LORD FESU & was crucified for our ſins ; and 
we being waſhed in his blood, being intereſted in the 
atonement of our holy victim and elder brother, are 
acquitted from guilt, and eſcape condemnation.— Con- 
cerning the Fay in lamb it was particularly injoined, 
That the fleſh Hu] not be eaten raw, nor ſodden with 


* St Paul calls the church of thoſe times , an infant, or 


babe, Gal. iv. 1. 3. And the ceremonial inftitutions have 
been ſtyled with as much truth as ingenuity, Evangelium elemen- 
tare et præliminare. 1 Cor. iii, 1, 

This ſeems to be our LOR D's meaning, when he ſays to 
Nicodemus, F I have told you earthly things, He had been 
treating of that internal ſpiritual renovation, which is the root 
and ſpring of all holineſs. He had been ſpeaking of that di- 
vine SPIRIT, whoſe gracious and almighty agency produces 
this deſirable change. The nature of the former was repreſent- 
ed, under the fimilitude of a birth; by which we enter upon a 
new ſtate, form new ideas, and habituate ourſelves to new 


practices, pleaſures, purſuits, The operations of the latter 


were defcribed, by the common and well-known ies of 
the wind.—Fhis he mentions as a plain and 2 — of 


teaching: this he oppoſes to telling him of heavenly things ; or 


delivering refined and exalted truths, not accommodated to the 
capacity, not brought within the compaſs of an infantile under- 
ſtanding, by any aflimilation to ſenſible objects, Fobn iii. 12, 

| Jer. vii. 22, . 
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a ted with fire; and of every offering 
oy e or from F flock, the fat and the in- 
wards were, by an expreſs command of G OD, deli- 
vered up to the devouring flame. All this was an em- 
blem of that tremendous indignation, which ig poured 
out like fire * which ſeized our immaculate S A CR I 
VICE, that it might ſpare polluted ſinners ; and 
which muſt have conſumed utterly any mediator, wh 
was leſs than infinite, or other than divine. 

Had you beheld our renowned Næroten blowing up, 
with great aſſiduity and attention, his little — vo- 
ficles into the air; you would, perhaps, have deſpiſed 


tie venerable philoſopher, and have thought him little 


than a hoary idiot. But when you was told, 
9 every 8 theſe volatile ſopy bubbles, he 
diſcovered the beauteous colours of the rainboto; and, 
from this ſcemingly-childiſh experiment, he explained 
the nature of that wonderful arch; you would then 
entertain a different notion, both of the man and of 
his employ.—So, when you diſcern the bleſſed FESUS 
lioting forth at theſe windows, and ſhewing himſelf through 
theſe lattices + of the Fewiſh oeconomy ; you will, I 


hope, conceive a higher opinion of them, and derive 


richer advantage from them. 

Ther. There are ſeveral per/ons, as well as ritual ob- 
ſervances, of a very lingular character, mentioned in 
the Moſaic law. The /eper, for inſtance, the Nazarie, 
with others of the ſame antiquated and groteſque 
ſtamp : lich ſeem, to me at leaſt, ſo many unmeaning 
narratives, that convey no manner of edification to 
readers in the preſent age. I have frequently had an 
inclination, and now I have a proper opportunity, to 
alk your opiaion upon theſe points. : 

Aſp. I thank you, Theron, for giving me the hint. 
What you propoſe, is by no means foreign to the to- 
pic of our diſcourſe.—Thoſe perſons were truly re- 
markable ; neither are the peculiarities of their caſe 
recorded in vain. They picture out, in di/mal and 
delightful colours, the ſinner and the SAVIOUR. 
Pf know ourſelves, and to know CHRIST, is 
true wiſdom ; is indeed the conſummation of all 
knowledge, Here we have a lecture of hieroglyphi- 
cal inſtruction, on both' thoſe important ſubjects. 

The /eper f was an emblem of a ſinner.— His diſeaſe 
extremely- aſſlictive to himſelf, and intolerably-loath- 
ſome to others. Sin likewiſe is the /ore/t of all miſe- 
ries, to the wretch who commits it; and molt deteſta- 
bly-odious to the G O D who forbids it.— The leper 
was ſecluded from the benefits of ſociety, and all com- 
munication with his fellow-citizens. The ſinner alſo, 
while impenitent and unpardoned, is an alien from the 
commonwealth of T/-ael |; without any enjoyment of 
the comforts, or any intereſt in the privileges of the 
goſpel. If he dies in this condition, he muſt be for 
ever /hut out from the kingdom of heaven; for ever 
cut off from the preſence of 'the LORD. 

The contagion was ſometimes ſo peſtilent, that it not 
only tainted the cloaths of the diſeaſed, but ſpread 
itſelf over the walls of his houſe, and infected the 
timber of the beams. It was ſometimes ſo inveterate, 
that it could be eradicated no other way, but by burn- 
ing the garment, and demoliſhing the building. Does 
not this give us a clear, but melancholy view, of or:- 
ginal corruption ? which has transfuſed its poiſon 
through all the faculties of the ſoul, and all the mem- 
bers of the body; nor will ever be entirely expelled, 
till death releaſes the former, and conſigns the latter 
to the duſt. F 20 (28-9 ; 

Nah. i. 6. #4 

+ Cantic. ii, 9. The word, in the firſt edition, is flouri/b- 

ing through. It was taken from the Hebrew, without conſult- 


ing the Engliſh Bible, and is «literal tranſlation of N. Whi g | 


lignifies more than barely ſbeuing himſelf; ſhewing himſelf wit 


luſtre and b z li licate flower, in its blooming ſtate, r 
Fe ang” r e ones oP oe Numb. chap. vi, 


* oc 


and gloſſy colours : yet flouriſhing through lattices ; manifeſting 

himſelf, not co y, but in part; concealing ſome, while 

he reveals much, of his mediatorial glory. — 
t See Lev. chap. xiii, xiv || Eph, ©. 12. 
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What could cure this terrible diſtemper, even in its 
mildeſt ſtate? Not all the balm of Gilead ; not all the 
drugs on a thouſand hills; nothing but the conſecrated 
oil and ſacrificial blood, duly applied by the high 
prieſt, And what can heal the diſorders of our fallen 
ſouls ? ſo far heal them, as to purge away their guilt, 
and ſubdue the prevalence of their iniquities? No 
acts of mortification, no vigilance, nor any efforts of 
our own ; nothing but the atoning death, and fanetifys 
ing SPIRIT of the bleſſed FESUS. The malig- 
nity and virulence of this plague of the heart, are abſo- 
lutely incorrigible by any other expedient. But bleſ- 
ſed be divine grace, this remedy, provided by our 
great HiGH PRIEST, and adminiſtered by our 
great PHYSI1CLAN, is foverezgn and never fails, 
The caſe of the Nazarites * was the very reverſe of 
the ſtate of the /epers. Her Nazarites, Jeremiah ſays, 
were purer than ſnow, they were whiter than milk; they 
were more ruddy in body than rubies, their poliſhing was of 
ſapphires f. A faint repreſentation of the only begot- 
ten S ON, who is the faireſt among ten thouſand ; the 
brightneſs of his FATH E R's glory, and the expreſs 
image of his perſon ; both G O D and man in one ſa- 
cred, wondertul, adorable SAVIOU R.—T hey, du- 
ring the time of their ſeparation, abſtained from wine; 
withdrew from ſecular buſineſs; avoided every kind 
of pollution; and dedicated themſelves, in an eſpecial 
manner, to the ſervice of GOD. A type of that 
glorious NAZARTITE, who was ſeparated, for a ſea- 
ſon, from the fruitions of heaven ; who was holy, 
harmleſs, and undefiled, both in his nature and all his 
converſation; who ſanctified himſelf, and devoted his 
life and labours, his ſoul and body, to the glory of his 
FATHER, and the redemption of his people. — 
The Nazarites, even when they had diſcharged their 
vow, and were ceremonially clean, yet were obliged 
to offer a /in-offering, a burnt-offering, and a peace-offer- 
ing. $0, the great REDEEMER, though:he had 
perfedtly obeyed all the preceptive parts of the divine 
aw, yet was required to offer up a ſacrifice, even the 
incomparably-precious ſacriſice of himſelf, —in order to 
conſummate the work of our ſalvation. 


Ther. Have you a ſufficient warrant for this ſtrain 
of interpretation? Is it /ound, is it rational, or con- 
formable to any authentic ſtandard of ſcriptural expo- 
ſition? Methinks, it looks more like the child of 
fancy, than the offspring of judgment; more like the 
ſally of a ſportive imagination, than the reſult of a 
ſober diſquiſition. | 

You cannot be ignorant, Aſpaſio, how the ruling 
paſſion tinctures the whole conduct. Hence it is, 1 
apprehend, that your religious inamoratoes find hea- 
venly beauties, where ſcripture intended no more than 
natural truths. Hence it is, that they turn plain facts 
into profound figures, and allegorize common ſenſe into 
prous abſurdity.— Have you never ſeen the myſtic inter- 
pretations of ſome ancient, and, I may add, ſome mo- 
dern divines? The honeſty of their deſign is tranſ- 
parent, and the piety of their lives is unqueſtionable ; 
otherwiſe we ſhould be tempted to fuſpect, that they 
— to burleſque the ſcriptures, and diſgrace their 
author. | 

Who can ever Lr himſelf, that the ſupremely- 
wiſe G O D, would ſend us to ſearch for à body of di- 
vinity, in a bundle of rods or ſet us to ſpin all the 
myſteries of Chriſtianity, from-a few fleeces of wool, 
ri ng-ſtreaked, Jpeckled, and ſpotted f ? Thus to expound 
the ſcriptures, is, not to open them clearly, and ap- 
i Judiciouſly, but rather to whip them into 
roth l. rn 
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A. We have the authority of our LORD bim- 
11 + Lam. 5 L 8 

1 Gen. xxxi. 2 = 


Luther uſed -to-call fach-far-ferched and wanatural allego- 
ries, ſpumam ſcripture. | 7 
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ſelf; who has informed us, — That the brazen ſerpent 
lifted up in the wilderneſs *, was figurative of his 
own ſuſpenſion and death on the croſs : — That the en. 
ple, built on mount Sion, was typical of his immacu- 
ate body, in which dwelt all the fulneſs of the G O D- 
HEAD +:—That the prophet Jonah, lodged in the 
belly of the whalc, and diſcharged from that ſtrange 
confinement, on the third day f, was an emblem of 
his own deſcending into the grave, and riſing again 
before his fleſh ſaw corruption. | 

We have alſo the teſtimony and the practice of the 
chiefeſt of the apoſtles, for our warrant. He aſſures 
us, that the rock ſmitten by Mo/es, had a reference to 
CHRIST ||; who was wounded for our ins, and is 
the foundation of our _ : That the waters, iſſu- 
ing at the ſtroke, were ſigniſicative of thoſe ſpiritual 
bleſſings, which flow from a cruciſied SAVIOUR: 
That, as the former oed the ſons of Jacob, through 
all the circumvolutions of their tedious journey ; the 
latter accompany the diſciples of FE SUS, in every 
{tage of their earthly pilgrimage. Let the great teacher 
of the Gentiles be our expoſitor, and we ſhall fee the 
veil of the temple dignified with a ſigniſicancy, richer 
far than its coſtly materials, and curious workman- 
ſhip. Its ſilk and embroidery exhibit, to the eye of 
faith, the pure and ſpotleſs fleſh of CHRIST}. As, 
by rending the material veil, the holy of holies became 
viſible and acceſſible ; ſo, by piercing the body, and 
ſpilling the blood of CHRIST, the 60 D of heaven 
was manifeſted, and the way to heaven opened. 

Every reader muſt admire thoſe divided waves ; 
which, inſtead of overwhelming the //raelites with a 
reſiſtleſs deluge, ſtood like a wall of defence on their 
right hand, and on their left, as they marched through 
the depths of the ſea. Every reader muſt admire that 
ſuſpended cloud, which ſpread itſelf like a ſpacious ca- 
nopy over the hoſts of 1/rael ; and ſcreened them from 
the annoying ſun-beams, as they paſſed through the 
ſultry deſert. Our admiration muſt be heightened, 
when we find that which was a cloud by day, be- 
coming a pillar of fire by night; and illuminating 
their camp with the moſt amazing, as well as the molt 
chearing ſplendor. — But St Paul diſcerned a greater 
glory, and a deeper deſign, in theſe unparalleled 
events. The people, he ſays, were baptized unto Mo- 
ſes, in the cloud and in the ſea ++. Theſe ſymbolically 
repreſented the baptiſm of water and of fire; or the 
application of CHRIS T's blood to our ſouls, and 
the efficacy of his SPIRIT on our hearts. In the 
former of which, conſiſts our juſtification ; from the 
latter of which, proceeds our ſanctification. 

I fear, you will think my diſcourſe ſomewhat like 
the journey juſt now mentioned; but I muſt not wholly 
omit the epiſtle to the Hebrews ; which is the moſt 
-unexceptionable vindication, as well as the faultleſs 
model, of allegorical expoſition. — It is delighttul to 
obſerve, what propriety of addreſs the inſpired wri- 
ter uſes. He ſpeaks to the Fews, in their own way ; 
alludes to their own uſages, ordinances, and ceremo- 
nies ; proves them to be types of, and guides to, a 
more clear, a more benign, and in all reſpects a more 
excellent = ceconomy. More particularly he diſplays 


John iii. 14. + John ii. 19. 21. Col. ii. 9. 
1 Matth. xii. 39. 40. | 1 Cor. x. 4. 4 Heb. x. 20. 
++ 1 Cor, x. 2. | 


He ſtyles the legal oblations, and indeed the whole ſervice 
of the Jewiſh ſanctuary, the example and ſbadow of heavenly 
' things or of CHRIST FESUS, and evangelical worſhip, 

and ſpiritual bleſſings, Heb. viii, 5,—Ynotulua, the pattern 
ſomewhat like the ſtrokes, pencilled out upon a piece of fine 
linen; which preſent you with the figure of ſprigs, of leaves, 
and of flowers ; but have not yet received their ſplendid colours, 
their curicas ſhades, and beautiful enrichments, from the la- 
- bours of the needle, —Z%a, a ſbadowy repreſentation; which 
gives you ſome dim and imperfect idea of the body; but not 
the fine features, not the diſtinguiſhing air, none of thoſe 
living graces, which adorn the real perſon.— Let both the 
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be wild and lawleſs. 


the tranſcendent ſuperiority of CHRIST and his gifts 
even to thoſe perions and privileges, which they held 
in the higheſt eſtcem. Theſe, like the morning.ſtar 
were introductory to, yet totally eclipſed by, the 
riſing ſun. 

They had exalted apprehenſions of the angelic ex. 
cellencies. The apoſtle therefore celebrates the RE. 
DEEMER, as the LORD whom angels obey, a3 
the GOD whom angels adore.—They always reckon. 
ed Maſes to be the firſt favourite of heaven, and chief 
among the children of men. He lets them know 
that Maſes, with all his extraordinary endowments, was 
but a /ervant in the houſe of FESUS. It was his 
greateſt honour, to miniſter unto this Prince of Peace, 
— As the prieſthood and ſacrifices were ſome of their 
diſtinguiſhing privileges; he ſhews the pre-eminence 
of CHRIS T's ofhice to all the Aaronic orders. He 
demonſtrates the extenſive and everlaſting efficacy of 
his one atonement, in preference to every form, and 
the whole ſeries of Levitical oblations. 

Ther. Thus interpreted, I muſt acknowledge, the 
book of Levitzcal ceremonies is fignificant and edifying, 
Whereas, abſtracted from this evangelical improve- 
ment, nothing can be more empty and jejune. I once 
thought, that, to peruſe thoſe obſolete canons, was 
like ſitting down to an entertainment of dry bone, 
But, if ſuch be their import, they may yield marrow 
and fatneſs to the attentive mind. | 

Due care, however, ſhould be taken, not to ſuppoſe 
a type, where there 1s no apparent foundation of ana- 
logy in the thing itſelf; or no hint of this nature given 
us by the unerring SPIRIT; leſt, inſtead of be- 
ing guided by truth, we are bewildered by fancy — 
And, when either or both theſe handles preſent them- 
ſelves, 1 think, we ſhould beware of ſtraining the ſub- 
ject beyond the bounds of a ju/? and reaſonable com- 
pariſon : leſt, inſtead of following the clue, we 
{tretch it till it breaks. —If the firſt caution is not ob- 
ſerved, the ſenſe of ſcripture will lie fo deep, or be 
removed to ſuch a diſtance, that none but perſons of 
the moſt acute diſcernment can find it, or none but 
rſons of the molt excurſrve imagination can reach 
it. If the ſecond is not regarded, the meaning of thoſe 
divine volumes will become ſo vague and volatile, that 
there will hardly remain any poſſibility of aſcertaining 
or fixing it. | 

Aſp. As to the expedience and neceſſity of theſe 
cautionary limitations, I have the pleaſure of agree- 
ing entirely with my friend. Let our fancy ſubmit to 
the reins of judgment, otherwiſe her excurſions will 
Let our zeal borrow the eyes of 
diſcretion, otherwiſe her efforts will be b/ind and er- 
travagant. And let all, thus tempered, thus regulated, 
be under the influence of enlightening grace. Then, 
to ſpiritualize the ancient ſcriptures, will be to convert 
the ſtones of the ſanctuary into the jewels of a crown; 
and to fetch, not water only, but milk and honey, 
from the flinty rock. | 

Then, how pleaſing muſt it be, as well as inſtruc- 
tive, to diſcover the blefſed ESUS, in all the inſti- 
tutions of the Męſaic law |!— To ſee his incarnation pre- 
figured by the feaſt of tabernacles *, when the / 
raelites were to relinquiſh their houſes, and lodge in 
booths. Even as the SON of GOD left the boſom 
of his FATHER, and the ſeats of bliſs, to inhabit 
a cottage of clay, and ſojourn in a vale of tears. —Tv 
ſee our ſpotleſs and divine VICTIM, typically ſlain 
at the joyful ſolemnity of the paſſover, and the anni- 
verſary faſt of expiation.—To ſee his death, that ineſti- 


-mable ranſom for our ſouls, preſented to our faith, 


every morning and evening ſacrifice + : his interceſſion, 


that prevailing recommendation of our prayers, moſt 


pattern; and the ſhadow lead our minds to ſomething nobler 
than'themſelves, , The pattern, to that which completes it; the 
ſhadow, to that which occaſions it. $64 fs 1 

* Lev. xxiii. 34. 40. 42. + Exod. xxix. 38. 3% 
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reſſed by the rich incenſe, which attended 
wi 2 9 ſee the various methods of puri- 
cation; ſome pointing at the fountain * for ſin and 
{or uncleanneſs, opened in our REDEEMER s bleed- 
ing heart; others referring to thoſe ſanctifying opera- 
tions of the SPIRIT, which act as a refiner's fire f, 
or as fuller”s ſoap. — To ſee, in the city of refuge I, that 
perfect ſecurity, which CHRIS T's meritorious ſuf- 
ferings in our ſtead, afford to every penitent and be- 
lieving ſinner. f ; 

Was it ſo very affecting and ſo very encouraging to 
Fneas, when he beheld the ſtory of the Trojan heroes, 
pictured upon the walls of the Carthagiman temple || ? 
How much greater encouragement and joy muſt ariſe 
in the Chriſtian's breaſt, when he perceives the ami- 
able lineaments of his everlaſting FRIEN D, pour- 
trayed in all the peculiarities of the Fewiſh worſhip, 
and in the moſt diſtinguiſhing events of the Jewiſb 
hiſtory | This muſt highly ennoble the Bible, and 1n- 
expreſlibly endear it to our affections. This ſpreads 
luſtre, life, and glory, through every page of that bleſ- 
ſed book. And though I would forbear indulging 
what might be called a pious wantonneſs of imagina- 
tion; yet I ſhould much rather chuſe, in expounding 
the ſcriptures, to ramble with Auguſtine, than err with 
Grotius : ſee, or think I fee my SAVIOUR, even 
where it may not, perhaps, be eaſy to make out the 


* Exod. xxix. 4. Pſal. li. 7. + Numb. xxxi. 23. 
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traces of his dignity, to the ſatisfaction of a rigorous 
inquirer; rather than ſhut my eyes upon the wer iy 
of his perfections, when they beam forth with the mo 
inviting beauty. 


Ther. How ſoon is this walk finiſhed ! How imper- 
ceptibly has the time ſtole away !—Theſe garden-gates I 
always uſed to approach with a particular complacen- 
cy. They ſeemed to afford me a welcome retreat from 
the impertinence and vanity of the world. Now, me- 
thinks, I enter them with reluctance, becauſe they are 
likely to put a period to this agreeable converſation.— 
However, as my Aſpaſio enters with me, 1 am recon- 
ciled, I am ſatisfied. It will be in his power to reſtore 
the pleaſure, which muſt now be interrupted. And 
this is what I ſhall ere long requeſt ; becauſe I have not 
ſpoke my whole mind upon the preſent ſubject. 

Aſp. Whenever you think proper, Theron. This is, 
to me, a favourite ſubject; and not to me only, but 
to incomparably-better judges. — The man, _ had 
been caught up into the third heavens, and ſeen the 
viſions of GO D, determined to know nothing but 
JESUS CHRIST and him crucified *. At the 
grandeſt aſſembly, that ever was convened on earth, 
this furniſhed the principal, if not the only topic of con- 
verſation. And in that world, where the voice of joy 
and thankſgiving is perpetually heard, this conſtitutes 
the burden of the ſong, Thou waſt ſlain, and haſt re- 
deemed us to GOD by thy blood f. 


If. iv. 4. t Numb. xxxv. 11. 12. | ViRG. En. I. * 3: Corn, + + Rev. v. 9. 
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Wer. M US I now deſire my Aſpaſis to inform me, divine 7E SU was ſoon to make at Jeruſalem. —This 


what that grand aſſembly was, (which he 
mentioned in the cloſe of our laſt diſcourſe), and where 
convened ? mo | 

Aſp. Can't you gueſs, Theron *—Woas it in th 
plains of Theſſaly, when Xerxes drew together the for- 
ces of more than half the known world, and appeared at 
the head of all the potentates of the eaſt ?!—Was it in the 
Roman forum, when the ſenators were aſſembled in 
their robes, and the barbarians took them tor a ſynod of 
gods? — No; it was on the mount of Transfiguration ; 
where the SON of the true GOD, the LORD of eternal 
glory, ſhone forth in ſome of his celeſtial and native ſplen- 
dor; with garments white as the ſnow *, and a counte- 
nance bright as the ſun; where he converſed with two 
of his moſt diſtinguiſhed ſaints, juſt come down from 
the regions of bliſs and immortality: with Meſes the great 
delivcrer of the law, and with Elijah the reſolute reſto- 
rer of its honours: where he was attended by three of his 
principal ambaſſadors, who were to be the reformers of 
mankind, and the lights of the world. 

This, I think, is the moſt venerable and auguſt aſ- 
ſembly, that the annals of hiſtory have recorded.— 
And what was the topic ofr converſation, among theſe 
illuſtrious perſonages ?—Not the affairs of ſtate, nor 
the revolutions of empire ; not the curious refinements 
of literature, nor the wonderful diſcoveries of philoſo- 
phy ; but the ignominious and bloody exit , which the 

* Mark ix. 3. The evangeliſt's deſcription is, like the ſcene, 
remarkably bright; and the gradation of his images is almoſt as 
worthy of 8 as the memorable fact.— The garments 
were white, —exceeding white, - White as the ſnow, —whiter than 
any fuller on earth could make them ;—ſurpaſling all the works 
of art, equalling the firſt and fineſt productions of nature.— 


Nay, ſo great was the luſtre, that it gliſtered (tile ,Eiep ; like 
the lightning, and even dazzled the ſight. 


Does not this very delicately, yet very ſtrongly intimate, 
that the ſufferings and death of CHRIST were the principal 


end of the Me/aic inſtitutions, . and the principal ſubject of the 


Prophetic teachings ? .For is it not natural to ſuppoſe, that Moſes 
* nn when miniſtering on earth, that very 


circumſtance, methinks, ſhould recommend the ſubject 
to our frequent diſcourſe; even though it was leſs emi- 


nent, for intrinſic dignity, and comfortable import. 


Talking in this manner, they arrive at the park ; 
which, the moment you enter, fills the view with its 
bold, enlarged, and magnificent ſweep.—It was diver- 
ſified with level and riſing ground. Here ſcooped into 
mimic amphitheatres; with the deer pendent on the 
little ſummit, or ſhooting down the eaſy precipice: 
there raiſed into gentle hillocks ; ſome of which were 
canopied with a large, ſpreading, ſolitary oak; others 
were tufted with a cluſter of tapering and verdant 
elms. Two or three caſcades, gleaming from afar, as 
they poured along the ſlanting rock, or the graſſy ſlope, 
ove a pleaſing variation to the proſpect ; while they 

artled the timorous unexperienced fawns, with their 
foaming current, and watery roar.— Grandeur and fim- 
plicity ſeemed to be the genius of the place. Ev 
thing breathed an air of noble negligence, and artl 


* 

n the centre of all, roſe a curious romantic mount.— 
Its form was exactly round; ſomewhat like a ſugar-loa$, 
lopt off a little below the point.—Not coeval with na- 
ture, but the work of human induſtry. Thrown up, 
*tis ſuppoſed, in thoſe perilous times, when Britain was 
alarmed by foreign invaſions, or bled with inteſtine 
wounds,—It was covered, all around, with alder- 
ſhrubs : whoſe ranks, gradually ariſing, and ſpreading 
ſhade above ſhade, compoſed a kind of woody theatre ; 
through which were ſtruck two or three ſpiral walks ; 
leading, by a gentle aſcent, and under embowering 
verdure, to the ſummit.— At proper intervals, and on 
every ſide of the hill, were formed little arborets ; 
with apertures, cut through the boughs, to admit a 


| poor of the country.—In one or other of theſe _ 


cafy boxes, you command, at every hour of the day, 


thing, which their converſation dwelt upon, when they deicend - 
ed from heaven ? a E ** 4 1. | 
Nn 
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either the enlivening ſun, or the refreſhing ſſiade.— All 
along the circling avenues, and all around the beau- 
teous reſts, ſprung daſſodils, primroſes, and violets ; 
which, mingling with hyacinths and cowlhps, compo- 
ſed many a charming piece of natural moſaic. 

How agreeable, as they climb aud wind themſelves 

round the Hill, to refle& on the happy change which 
has now taken place !-—Where ſteely helmets gleamed, 
or brazen ſhields claſhed, the goldfinches twitter their 
loves, and difplay their painted plumes. "The dens of 
rapine, or the horrid haunts of bloodſhed, are become 
the retreats of calm contemplation, and friendly con- 
verſe.—In yonder lower ſpaces, where the armed troops 
were wont-to patrol ; from whence _= made excur- 
ſions, to ravage the villages, or terrify the ſwains ; 
the fallow-deer trip lightly, or the full. headed ſlags ſtand 
at bay. 
Fm a ſmall eminence; but at a conſiderable diſtance; 
guſhed a couple of ſprings ; which, rambling through 
a grove, loſt one another in the ſhady labyrinth. E- 
merging, at length, from the gloom, they approached 
nearer and nearer, and fell into embraces at the foot 
of this hill. They rolled, in amicable conjunction, 
along the pebbly channel, which encircles its baſis ; and 
added their ber melody to the ſprightly, warbling of the 
birds. — Flowing off in one common ſtream, they 
formed the fine pieces of water, which beautified 
the park. From thence, they ſtole into the meadow, and 
widened into a river. There, enamoured as it were 
witheach other, they glide by wealthy towns, and{weep 
through flowery vales ; regardleſs of the blooming toys 
which deck the one, and of the n crouds which throng 
the other. 

So, ſaid Aſpaſio, my Theron and his Selina, pleaſing 
and pleaſed with each other, paſs through the buſy 
and the amuſing ſcenes of life; neither captivated by 
the one, nor ani for the other. With ſuch harmo- 
nious agreement, and indiſſoluble union, may they 

urſue the courſe, marked out by Providence; their 
— increaſing, and their uſefulneſs enlarging, as 
they draw nearer the ocean of all good! Then, part- 
ed by a geritle ftroke of fate, like the waters of ſome 
_ ample ſtream fevered by the piers of an intervening 
bridge, may they ſpeedily reunite /—reunite in con- 
ſummate bliſs, and, never be ſeparated more! 

Ther. I thank you, A aſi, for your affectionate 
compliment. Nor can I wiſh you, by way of return, 
a greater recompenſe, than the continual exerciſe of 
ſuch a benevolent temper, For to exerciſe benevolence, 
is to enjoy the moſt refined and exalted pleafure ; fuch 
as makes the neareſt approaches to the felicity of the 
eternal mind; who, as the ſcripture moſt beautifully 
ſpeaks, has pleaſure in the proſperity of his ſervants. 

But while we are ſeated on this mount, our ſitua- 
tion reminds us of (what you juſt now mentioned) the 
grand conference relating to the death of CHRIST :— 
A bulineſs, for which you have indeed accounted ; but 
in a manner that may be thought not the mot honour- 
able to the divine attributes. | 

Ap. I have repreſented it as a ranſom for our ſouls, 
and a /acrifice for our ſins. If you diſapprove my ac- 


count, be pleaſed to favour me with your own.—For 


What purpoſe, according to your opinion, did that ever- 
bleſſed PERSON die! 8 Ak | 
Ther. To confirm the truth of his doctrine, and leave 
us a pattern of the moſt perfect reſignation.  _ 
Aſp. And is this all? Shall we thus impoveriſh the 


riches of grace ?—Was this notion defenſible, it could 


never be deſirable. But it has as little to ſupport it as 


it has to recommend it, —For, upon ſuch a ſuppoſition, 
where is the difference between the death of CHRIST, 


and the death of the martyrs ? They confirmed the 


truth of the goſpel. In their ſufferings was obedience. 


and refignation ; the fame in quality, though not in 
degree. Upon ſuch a ſuppoſition, what benefit could 
the ancient patriarchs receive from the REDEEMER? 
ſince none could be improved by the example of his 


- 
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patience, or the pattern of his obedience, till th 
were actually exhibited. Or how could CHRIST he 
ſtyled the LAMB /lain from the foundation of the world &; 
the advantages of whoſe death, commenced from the 
very beginning, as they will be prolonged even to the 
end of time. 

Not to depend on conſequential arguments, let us 
hear the expreſs declaration of our divine MASTER 
himſelf : This 1s my blood, which is ſhed—for what? T 
give credibility to my golpel, or yield an example gf 
entire reſignation ! Rather er the remiſſion of ſins t, 
Will any one attempt to make the remiſſion of fin; 
and the propoſal of a pattern, or the ratification of 3 
doctrine, ſynonymous terms: They who can torture and 
tranſmute the genuine ſenſe of words, at this extraor- 
dinary rate, may metamorpheſe any expreſſion into any 
meaning. 

If then we would conſider our LO R D's death in 
its due amplitude, we muſt conſider it, both as a Pat- 
tern of piety, and as a ranſom for ſinners. We muſt 
neither ſeparate nor confound theſe very diſtinct, yet 
very conſiſtent effects. 

Ther. Is it not inconſiſtent with the acknowledged 
principles of juſtice, that the innocent ſhould be pu- 
niſhed, inſtead of the offender ? | 
Asp. It the innocent perſon has an ab/o/ute power over 
his own life; «oil/ingly ſubſtitutes himſelf in the place 
of the guilty ; and, by his vicarious ſufferings, fully 
anſwers all the purpoſes of a r:ghteous government; — 
in this caſe, which was the caſe with our LORD, I 
ſee not the leaſt repugnancy to the rules of juſtice. 

The Bible, that authentic tranſcript of the counſel; 
of heaven, avows; and, by avowing, vindicates the 
practice. The LORD hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all f. When all we like ſheep had gone aſtray, and 
were expoſed to the ſtroke of vengeance, as thoſe wan- 


dering creatures to the ravenous beaſt; the good 


* Rev. xiii. 8. + Matth. xxvi. 28. 

V Itii. 6. . pen made to meet, or fall upon, in an ho- 
ſtile, vindictive manner; with a deſign to take vengeance, or 
inflict death; as an armed man falls upon his enemy, or a 
fierce lion on the helpleſs lamb. This is by far the moſt uſual 
ſignification of the phraſe. 

I could not obſerve, without ſurpriſe and forrow, the late 


attempt of a learned writer, to interpret away the force and 


ſpirit of this text. He ſays, © The word we tranſlate hath 
laid, is the ſame that we render meet, Exod. xxiii. 4. % 
thou meet thine enemy's ox or aſs giing aftray, thou ſhalt 
& ſurely bring them back to him again, And the meaning is, 
© By him the LORD hath cauv/ed to meet, and flop the ini- 
© qrities of us all, wherein we have wandered from him.“ 
To this I might object, that, though the verb is the ſame, 
the conſtruction is by no means parallel. The prefix J occurs 


in one caſe, is omitted in the other.—I might farther inquire, 


whether the language be conformable to the laws of grammer, 
and ſuch as ſufficiently expreſſes what I ſuppoſe is intended, 
« The LORD cauſed our iniquities to be met, and to be ſtop- 
5 ped.” But theſe particulars I wave, and ſhall only examine, 
whether the /ex/e is ſuitable to ſcripture. According to this 
gentleman's idea, the prophet's doctrine is as follows: © Our 
*© ſins were running away, like a ſtray ſheep, or like a wander - 
ing ox. But they were met by CHRIST, who graciouſly 
turned them back, and reſtored them to their rightful own- 
* er.” — To avoid this glaring impropriety, our author has 
added a kind of ſalvo; © to turn vs back to himſelf, who is 
«the SHEPHERD of ſouls.” But this is to depart from the 
prophet's ſubject, who is ſpeaking not of vs, but of our ini- 
HU This is to depart from the tenor of his own explication. 

f he adheres to the clue, which he borrows from the book of 
Exodus, what Thaverepreſented, is the unavoidable conſequence. 


See l to what wretched ſhifts, diſhonourable to the word 


of GOD, and even to the art of criticiſm, they muſt have 
recourſe, who refuſe to acknowledge the real ſubſtitution of 
CHRIST in our ſtcad, and the proper atonement made by 
his death — Hoy tuch more like a true critic, and like a 
true Chriſtians — explained the paſſage ! Cum not 


| get; emus in erroribus, et pena criminum 
1 


noſtrorum, it 


exitium: iaterbenit ſarvus FE HOV A juſtus, qui illam pœnam 
in ſe fuſcepit ; in quem irruit ad necem uſque ; quique adeo me- 

us inter pœnam et nos, eandem pœnam tulit, et nos ab exitio 
vindicavit. : 


1 SDS 4 atv@* aa as 


ar lupi aut beſtiæ voracis, nos perſequeretur ad 


, E N D interpoſed, and the juſt GOD made 
* Ta to fall — him, which muſt otherwiſe 
have been executed upon us. He ſuffered, ſays another 
inſpired writer, the juſt for the unjuſt *, that, by expia- 
ting our guilt, he might bring us to G O D, now to his 

ous favour, hereafter to his bliſsful preſence. 

* You will permit me to add a paſſage, from our com- 
mon favourite Milton: becauſe it is no leſs beautiful in 
itſelf, than it is pertinent to the occaſion; muſt pleaſe 
the critic, and may expound the apoſtle. —MESS/AH, 
pleading in behalf of fallen man, thus addreſſes his 
Almighty FATHER: * 

Alban, dead in fins and loſt, 

Atonement for himſelf, or offering meet 

{ Indebted and undone ) hath none to bring. 

Behold me then! me for him life for life 

[ offer. On me let thine anger fall. 

Account me man + I for his ſake will leave 

Thy beſom, and this glory next to thee 

Freely put off ; and for him laſtly die 

Well-pleas'd ; on me let death wreak all his rage f. 

Ther. The fine imagination of a poet, will hardly 
paſs for a deciſive argument. When we are ſearching 
aſter truth, we muſt attend to the dictates of reaſon, 
not follow the vagaries of fancy. . And Reaſon, Aſpa- 
, remonſtrates againſt your notion of a vicarious ſa- 
crifice : Reaſon! that primary guide, and final teſt, 
both in diſcovering and determining the ſenſe of 
ſcripture. 

Aſp. Suppoſe you then, my dear Theron, that none 
are in polleſlion of reaſon, but the pupils of Sacinus, 
and the zealots for Dei/m? or that none make ule of 
reaſon, in their religious inquiries, but men of this 
mould? 


Wrong not the Chriſtian, think not reaſon yours ; 
'Tis reaſon our great MASTER Holde /o dear; 
'Tis reafon's injur'd rights his wrath reſents ; 
'Tis reaſons voice obey'd his glories crown. = 
Through reaſon's wounds alone thy faith can die]. 


Poets, you ſee, are far from diſclaiming Reaſon. 
Equally far is Chriſtianity from diſcarding the ſober, 
the /anified uſe of this noble faculty. When reaſon 
is under the influence and direction of the divine 
SPIRIT, we have the ſame high opinion of her ex- 
eellence, as yourſelf. And, when thus regulated, we 
have, I am perſuaded, the ſanction of her authority, 
for all our ſentiments. 

Reaſon, as {he operated in the ſages of the Heathen 


world, inſtead of rejecting, approved and adopted this 


very ſcheme; approved it, even under the diſadvan- 
tage of a mutilated and defective, or rather of a per- 
verted and dead form. The current language of the 
_ daffic authors, and almoſt every hiſtorian of Greece 
and Rome, are vouchers for the truth of this obſerva- 
tion ||.—As the Gentiles were unanimous in the cuſtom 
of offering ſacrifices, and equally unanimous in ſuppo- 
ſing their vicarious nature, ſo alſo are the Jew!/h wri- 
ters. 
Ther. What man of ſenſe pays any regard to the 
Jewiſb writers? Legendary they are, and extravagant 
to the laſt degree. Dotards I might call them, rather 
than writers. 

Aſp. They are, I believe, extravagant enough in 
their comments upon ſcripture. But they relate, with 


{ufficient exactneſs and fidelity, the prevailing belief of 


their nation. In this caſe, their teſtimony is as unex- 
ceptionable, as, in the- other, their notions are chi- 


merical. — Now, had it been a miſtaken. belief, ſurely 


our bleſſed LORD, that infallible Judge, and impar- 
tial Reprover, would have teſtified his diſapprobation 


of it. Surely his diſciples, who were actuated 15 the 
unerring and undaunted ſpirit of their MASTER, 


* 1 Pet. iii. 18. MiIL Tron, book III. 233. 
t Night-Thoughts, No IV. | 
| See the note ||, in Dialogue HI; page 133. 
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would have entered their proteſt againſt it. Surely St 
Paul, in his epiſtle to that very people, and in his 
treatiſe on that very ſubject, would have ſet himſelf 
to rectify ſuch an error; and have weeded out the 
tares, before he ſowed the good ſeed. But there is 
not the leaſt hint of this kind, in all the diſcourſes of 
our SAVIOUR, or in all the writings of his apoſtles. 

They ſpeak to a people, who were accuſtomed to 

look upon their ſacrifices as piacular oblations *, and 
a typical expiation of guilt. They ſpeak of our R E- 
DEEMER's crucifixion, and the benefits of his death, 
in the ſacrificial terms, that were of current uſe, and 
eſtabliſhed fignification. If therefore the popular opi- 
nion was improper, their manner of expreſſion and 
addreſs muſt be calculated rather to authenticate error, 
than to propagate truth.—So that, I think, even the 
ſilence of the inſpired penman on this occaſton, is but 
little inferior to a loud atteſtation. Did they only ſay 
nothing again the doctrine of ſatisfaction by ſacrifice 
it would in effect, and circumſtances conſidered, be 
ſaying abundance for it. - But they are very copious 
and explicit upon the point. h 

Ther. Where are they ſo copious ? If you have ſugh 
a heap of their allegations, it will be eaſy to pick out 
a few, and give us a ſpecimen. 

Aſp. It is as eaſy, Theron, as it is delightful.— MES 
STAH ſhall be cut off, ſays the prophet Daniel, but not 

for himſelf f.— For whom then, and for what? J/aiah 
informs us concerning both: For the tranſgreſſion of my 
people was he ſtricken l. — Becauſe this is an article of 
the laſt importance, it is repeated, it is confirmed, it 
is explained, with the moſt remarkable particularity : 
He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions; he was bruiſed 
for our iniquities; the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon 
him, and with his ſtripes wwe are healed . Our LORD 
himſelf aſſerts the ſame truth in the very ſame ſtyle; 7 
am the good ſhepherd, and lay down my life for the ſheep J. 
St Paul, in a multitude of paſſages, ſets his ſeal to this 
momentous doctrine.—St Peter maintains it, in v 

forcible words; Who his own ſelf bare our fins in his own 
body on the tree +. | 

The ſacred writers not only aſſert this capital article, 
but uſe every diverſity of ſpeech, in order to give it 
the fulleſt evidence, and the /?ronge/? eſtabliſhment. 
He made reconciliation for the fins of the people ++, J E- 
SUSCHRIST the righteous 1s the propitiation for our 
fins =, He loved us, and waſhed us from our fins in his 
own blood **, He was made lin for us, though he knew 
no fin H. 

Ther. No body makes any objection to theſe texts. 
But the ſenſe, the true ſenſe of ſuch phraſes, is the 
thing in queſtion. me 

Aſp. What you call the queſtion, to me appears ſa 
plain, as not to want a deciſion, or admit of a doubt. 

However, ſince you ſeem to demand a critical ſcru- 
tiny, it will not be thought pedantic, if I make an ob- 
ſervation or two upon the original languages; or ra- 
ther, as you are not acquainted with the Hebrew, on 
that language, of which you yourſelf are a judge and 
a maſter, | 8 

If one died for all, then were all dead, The prepo- 

ſition w#, in this connection, muſt neceſſarily fy 
more than * on our account, or for our adyantage.” 
Becauſe, if it be taken in this unſettled rambling ſenſe, 
the apoſtle's argument is vague and inconcluſive. In 
caſe our L ORD had ſuffered, only « to free us from 


* This, I think, is inconteſtably proved by Outram, in his 
treatiſe de ſacriſiciis. | 113121 | 
+ Dan. ix. 26, f If. li. 8. || If. lil, 5. 
I Johor ng ones ns, 

+ 1 Pet. ii. 24. Very forcible words indeed. 0 6 
alp ling nuurm—rv TY Towel w/l—-He bare—himſelf bare—our in. — it 
his own body : intended; one would imagine, to make the ar- 
ticle of our LOR D's vicarious ſufferings clear beyond all miſ- 
apprehenſion, and ſure beyond all doubt. 
_ + Heb, ii, 17. =1 John ii. 2. * Rev. i. 5. 1 2 Cor: v. 21. 
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« ſome evil, and procure us ſome benefit ;”” this would 
by no means imply, that a/l were dead, under the ſen- 
tence of condemnation, obnoxious and doomed to 
death *. The utmoſt you can infer from ſuch pre:niſes, 
is, that all ſtood in need of a deliverance from ſome 
evil, or wanted the procurement of ſome good. 
Whereas, ſuppoſe the ſacred writer to intend, that our 
LOR D's death was truly vicarious, and undergone 
in our ſtead ; that he ſuffered what was our due and 
our doom; then the reaſoning is juſt, and the infe- 
rence undeniable. 

He gave himſelf «191» ory , 4 ranſom for all. It 
this does not imply the notion of vicarious, I very 
much queſtion, whether language itſelf can expreſs it. 
Aue, is a ranſom ; Which conveys a vicarious ſenſe, 
in its moſt common and authoriſed acceptation.— 
Ad, which is equivalent to inſtead }, ſtill more fully 
aſcertains and ſtrengthens the idea.—r-7, which is 
tranſlated for, and denotes a ſubſtitution of one in the 
place of another ||; this added to all, renders the ex- 
preſſion as determinate and emphatical for the purpole, 
as words can poſſibly be. 

Shall I argue from a more obvious topic, which has 
no ſuch dependence on the preciſe ſignificancy of the 
original ?—Surely, ſays the prophet ; he ſpeaks with 
vehemence, as of an affair which is very weighty ; he 
ſpeaks with confidence, as of a fact which is very cer- 


tain: he hath borne our griefs, and carried our ſorrows 4. 


What can this mean, but he hath taken upon himſelf 
that affliction, and thoſe miſeries, which properly be- 
longed to us ?—Let us read on, and this meaning wall 
prelent itſelf in the cleareſt view. We did eſteem him 
fAricken, ſmitten of GOD, and afflifted : we took him 
for a real malefactor, and thought that he was puniſh- 
ed for his own miſconduct. In oppolition to which in- 
jurious and falſe ſurmiſe, it is added; But he was 
wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for our ini- 
zuities. May I not here borrow the prophet's lan- 
uage, and fay with an air of certainty? Surely this 
15 the plaineſt proof in the world, that our fins were 
the meritorious cauſe of CHRIST 's ſufferings. And 
if our ſins were the meritorious cauſe of his ſutferings, 
bur guilt muſt be charged upon him, and puniſhed in 
him. 
St Paul affirms, that CHRIST has delivered us from 
e | 1 1 Tim. ii. 6. 
+ A, Matth. ii, 22, By this word the Septuagint tranſ- 
late the Hebrew TVIN. And that MMNdenotes the ſubſtitution 
of one inſtead of another, no ſtudent of the ſacred language 
will venture to deny. See Gen. xxii. 13. 2 Sam, xvili. 33. 
2 Kings X. 24. 
[| Augie uri Nei, We beſeech you in CHRIST's ſtead, 
2 Cor. v. 20.— a vr ov Jiaxom wor, that in thy flead he might have 
miniſtered unto me, Philem. ver. 13. As I was conſidering the 
force of this argument, a certain ſour-looking gloomy mortal 
came in my way ; and deſired, I would introduce him to The- 
ron and Aſpaſio, as an evidence for fixing the ſignification of 
the prepoſition vp, when relative to the death of CHRIST. 
AI muſt confefs I did not like either his character or his aſpect ; 
and cannot certainly tell, whether any perſon has made uſe of 
him, on this occaſion. But St 7ohn ſtood by, and ſaid, In- 
« troduce him. He propheſies in this inſtance.” —Perhaps 
the reader is at a loſs to gueſs whom I mean, To keep him no 
longer in ſuſpenſe, I mean Caiaphas the high prieſt, —He bears 
the following teſtimony ; IT is EXPEDLENT FOR US, THAT 
ONE MAN DIE FOR THE PEOPLE; AND THAT THE WHOLE 
NATION PERISH NoOT.,—Now, as to periſh ſignifies, not only 
to die, but to die miſerably; if one man dies for the people, 
that the people may not die miſerably, he ſaves them from death, 
by dying himſelf; and what is this, but to die in their ftead ? 
See John xi. 50. : FAY 
To this teſtimony from the mouth of an enemy, let me add 
an atteſtation under the hand of our friends, and then leave 
the impartial reader to determine, concerning the validity of all. 
Thus writes Clemens Romanus ; To aiua al» ent uTrp naw Inoue 
Xyirog o Kupiog nr, 8 ru Tapre vip THe Gaprog naw, & Thr Law vip ro uxav 
wer. Epiſt, 1, ad Corinth. —ExaQtly to the ſame purpoſe Juin 
the Martyr expreſſes himſelf 3  Aulog roy 10% viov eto nvIpov urip 1 av, 
Toy oſiov ure avouny, Tov axaxov viep roy ax, Toy Jing io vitep, TW ανπνονν, Toy 
«pbeplor rip roy q. Epiſt. ad Piogu- If, liü. 4. 
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the curſe of the law*, How? By taking our place 
and enduring what we deſerved ; or, as the apoſſie 
himſelf ſpeaks, to the ſame efiect, but in a much 
more emphatical manner, by being made a curſe for ys 
Does not this evidently denote both a commutatign 
of perſons, and a tranſlation of punithment ? 71s ſuf. 
tered, who was innocent ; not we, who are guilty.— 
He alſo ſuffered that very ſentence, which the law de. 
nounced on us. For it is written, Curſed is every op 
that continueth not in all things + : to this we were ob. 
noxious. It is written again, Curſed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree; to this CHRIST ſubmitteq, 
And it CHRIST endured that very curſe, which We 
deſerved ; if, by this means, he delivered us from 40 
malediction; either this muſt be ſuffering in ovr ſtead | 
or elſe nothing can be called by that name. 

Shall I deſcend lower ſtill, and refer our point to 
the determination of //iterate men ?—Aſk any of your 
ſerious tenants, what ideas ariſe in their minds, upon 
the peruſal of the aforementioned texts ?—l dare ven. 
ture to foretel, that, artleſs and unimproved as their 
underſtandings are, they will not he/itate for an an- 
fwer. They will neither complain of obſcurity, nor 
alk the aſfiſtance of learning; but will :9mediately dif. 
cern in all theſe paffages, a gracious REDEEMER 
"I their ſtead ; and, by his bitter, but expia- 
tory paſſion, procuring the pardon of their ſins.— Nay 
farther, as they are not accuſtomed to the fineſſes of 
criticiſm, I apprehend they will be at a loſs to con- 
ceive, how it is pyible to underitand ſuch paſſages in 
any other ſenſe. 

Say not, this 1s an improper appeal ; or theſe are in- 
competent judges. The ſcriptures were written for 
their ediſication; not to exerciſe the ingenuity of ſub- 
tile diſputants, but to inſtruct the meane/t of mankind 
in the way of falvation. "Therefore; on fundamental 
articles, we may aſſuredly conclude, the expreſſion 
will be eaſy, and the doctrine perſpicuous: ſo that he 
who runs may read, and the wayfaring men, though fili, 
ſhall not err therein. And, though 1 am far from un- 
dervaluing the aids of literature, yet, upon thoſe mo- 
mentous ſubjects, which are inſeparably connected 
with our eternal felicity, I cannot but regard the cen- 
mon ſenſe of plain, honeſt, humble Chriſtians, as the 
very beſt of critics. 

Ther. It has been ſaid by a learned critic, That vi- 
carious puniſhment or ſuffering, gives us too low ideas 
of the SON of GOD, as it ſinks them to the pain and 
ſuffering of a malefactor, the very meaneſt 1dea we 
can have of them. 

Gal. ii. 13. Dent xvii. 26. 1 Gal. 1 

| © This (ſays Dr Sauth, in his ſmart manner) is ſpo ke ſo 
plain and loud by the univerſal voice of the whole book of 
* G OD, that ſcripture muſt be crucified as well as CHRIST, 
to give any other tolerable ſenſe of the expreſlions.” — And 
not ſcripture only, but the common import of language. 
What ſays Mezentius, when his ſon, interpoſing in his behalf, 
is ſlain by Afneas ? | 
Pro me haſtili paterer ſuccedere dextre 

Quem genut ? tuane hac, genitor, per vulnera ſerver ? 

Morte tua wvivens ? ' 
Here, the father is /aved by his ſon's wounds ; lives by his 
ſon's death, How, and in what manner ? By a ſubſtitution of 
one inſtead of the other; by the ſon's ſuffering, what mull 
otherwiſe have Fallen upon the father. Should the Socinian 
interpreters try the ſame experiment on theſe lines of Virgil, 
which they make upon paſſages of a parallel ſignification in 
ſcripture; is there a critic in the whole world, that could ap* 
prove, that could endure, fuch flagrant violations of grammar, 
ſenſe, and taſte ?—Yet I believe, there is no ſincere Chriſtian, 
but would readily and gratefully ſay ; | 
Pro me ultrici ſuccedere dextre 


bl 


Dignaſti. Tua, CHRISTE DE Us, per vulnera ſervor; 


Morte tua vivens. ROS TY, Ki 
I 1{, xxxv. 8. The word fools, ſeems to denote perſons of 


flow underſtanding, and dull apprehenſion; as Luke xxiv. 25. 


Or elſe it ſignifics thoſe, who, for want of a cultivated educa- 
tion and the improvements of literature, are accounted fools 
by the ſons of ſcience z as 1 Cor. i, 27. 
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Ahe idea is plainly ſaggeſted by the word of 
oo Matte by the atteſtation of ſacred 
hiſtory. In that it was foretold, and in His it is re- 
corded, that he was numbered wit tranſgrefſors *.—To 
this purpoſe ſpeaks St Paul, though ſomewhat more 
cautioully than your critic, Be Was made, not in⸗ 
a&ed /inful fleſh, but in the /ikene/s of ſinful fleſh ; 
and, though perfectly innocent, was left to endure 
the vengeance due to the vileſt miſcreants. 

Yes, my dear Theron; that glorious PERSON, 
whom the higheſt angel adores, “ ſuffered, as if he 
ee had been the criminal, the pain and puniſhment, 
„ which we, or equivalent to that which we, the real 
« criminals, ſhould have ſuffered.” If to conſider this, 
wives us a {ow idea; if to ſuffer this, was a deep abaſe- 
ment; howexceedingy high, and how immenſely grand, 
is the goodnels and the grace manifeſted therein The 
lower you draw the arrow on the ſtring, theloftier flight 
it makes in the (xy. And the greater our L OR D's hu- 
miliation for us, the more wonderful and adorable his 
love to us. 

Ther. As there cannot be a vicarious guilt, or as no 
one can be guilty in the ſtead of another; ſo there can- 
not be a vicarious puniihment, or no one can be pu- 
niſhed inſtead of another: becauſe puniſhment, in its 
very nature, connotes guilt in the perſon who bears it. 

Aſp. If you mean by guilt, the conſcrouſneſs of ha- 
ving committed a fin, and the internal defilement con- 
ſequent upon it, we never ſuppoſe ſuch a vicarious 
guilt, It 18 not ſo much as intimated, that CHRIST 
was ſtung with the remorſe, or ſtained with the pol- 
lution of the adulterous David, the pertidious Peter, 
and the perſecuting Saul; but that he was treated by 
the righteous G OD, as if he had perpetrated theſe, 
and all the crimes of all believers, either in the paſt or 
ſucceeding ages. Phe, : 

If by guilt you mean, the charge of a criminal action, 
and the obligation to ſuſſer penalty, your aſſertion is 
nothing more than begging the queſtion. It nakedly 
affirms the very thing in debate. And bare aflirma- 
tions, unſupported by evidence, are ſeldom admitted 
as deciſive proofs, —We, on the other hand, are in- 
clined to believe, that all our criminal actions were char- 
ged upon CHRIS T, and that he ſuffered the puniſh- 
ment which they deſerved. The former of theſe is 
not ſo properly called vicarious guilt, as rea/ grail, 
contracted by one, imputed to another. The latter 
we readily allow to be vicarious puniſhment, ſuſtained 
in their ſtead, whoſe guilt was imputed, —For both 
theſe points we have the authority of truth itſelf, ſpeak- 
ing in the ſcriptures. The LORD laid on him the ini- 
quities of us all; here is the imputation. CHRIST 
has redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being made a 
curſe for us; here-1s the vicarious puniſhment. And 
you know, to what caſuiſts we ſubmit the interpreta- 
tion of theſe texts; common ſenſe, and an honeſt 
heart. | 

Ther. Is not this Shocking to ſuppoſe ? horrid to af- 
firm? If guilt was really imputed to CHRIST, then 
puniſhment was his due.—Jultice might inſiſt upon it, 
—and he could not eſcape it. 

Aſp. To ſuppoſe this, is ſo far from ſhocking my 
apprehenſion, that it appears, even on your own prin- 
ciples, right and neceflary.— Right, becauſe puniſh- 
ment, as you yourſelt have declared, always connotes 
guilt; I would add, either contracted, or at leaſt im- 
puted. And indeed the ſufferings of CHRIST 
could not be of a penal nature, unleſs he endured them 
as under a charge of guilt.—lt is neceſſary to ſuppoſe 
tlis, otherwiſe how will you vindicate the juſtice of 
G OD? He bid his ſword awake, and ſmite f the bleſ- 
fed FESUS. But ſhall the JUDGE of all the 
earth do wrong? Shall he ſmite, where there is nothing 
2 * If. ii. 12. Luke xxii. 37. 

I Zech. xiti, 7. FEY 
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but innocence? no guilt, either perſonal or imputed? 
That be far from him! The thought be far from us! 

Whereas, upon this ſuppoſition, it becomes a / 
and righteous thing, that G OD ſhould inflict, and 
that CHRIST thould ſuſtain, the moſt rigorous pu- 
niſhment. And I do not know, but this might be the 
cauſe of our LORD's filence, when he was accuſed at 
Pilate's bar, and at Herod's judgment-ſeat. It is pro- 
bable, he conſidered himſelf as ſtanding before a high- 
er tribunal ; and reſponſible to eternal juſtice, for the 
criminal actions of all his people. In this ſituation, 
and in this capacity, clear himfelf of per/onal demerit 
he could; clear himſelf of zmputed guilt he could not. 
Therefore he was dumb; he opened not his mouth. 
For though, as the S ON of the moſt high GOD, 

lory and immortality were his undoubted right ; yet, 
as the SURETY for ſinful men, tribulation and death 
were his condign portion. 

And why ſhould this be thought ſhocking? It is 
not the leaſt derogation to the tranſcendent excellen 
of CHRIST. It caſts not the leaſt ſtain on the un- 
ſpotted ſanctity, either of his nature, or his life. To 
bear fin, as a voluntary ſurety, is infinitely different 
from committing it, as an actual tranſgreſſor. To ſay, 
that CHRIST was puniſhed for any irregularity of 
his own, would be falſe, impious, and horrid. To 
ſay, that he was charged with our guilt, and endured 
the puniſhment due,—in the plain and full ſenſe of the 
word due, — to our ins, is ſo far from being injurious 
to his dignity, that it pays the N honour to his 
mediatorial undertaking. It pays him the honour of — 
the higheſt obedience to his FATHER's will, — the 
dcepeit humiliation of his own illuſtrious perſon, and 
the moſt boundleſs benevolence to mankind. | 


Ti 7 GOD is love, Aſpaſio, all love. Whereas you 
would ; » 

Aſp. not often interrupt a friend's diſcourſe. But 
I cannot forbear interpoſing a query, on this-occaſion. 
Ils there, then, no % diſpleaſure in the DEITY ? 
What meaneth that ſolemn denunciation of tlie ſu- 
preme LAWGIVERY? The anger of the LORD 
ſhall ſmoke againſt that man &. What meaneth that aw- 
ful declaration of the apoſtle ? The wrath of GOD is re- 
vealed from heaven, upon all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſ: 
neſs of men +.—Or in what ſenſe are we to explain 
that alarming interrogatory of the prophet ? Who can 
ſtand before his indignation * and who can abide in the 
feerceneſs of his anger f? —Whence could thoſe aven- 
ging vilitations proceed, which deſtroyed Sodom and Go- 
morrah with a tempeſt of fire I which ſwept away 
ſo many thouſands of the polluted 1/-aelites with a 
raging peſtilence +? and conſigned over ſo many mil- 
lions + of rebellious angels to chains of darkneſs ? 

Surely, Theron, if there be any determinate ſignifi- 
cation in language; if any leſſon to be learned from 
the moſt tremendous FI; it 1s, that the 
LORD, though free from all the diſcompoſure of 
paſſion, is nevertheleſs angry with the wicked ; and 
will make impenitent offenders feel the effects of his 
wiſe and holy indignation. 


* Deut. xxix. 20. + Rom. i. 18, f Nah. i, 6. 
Gen. xix. 24. + Numb, xxv. 9. | 

+ Millions —The number of the fallen angels is no where 
ſpecified; and the veil fits deep upon the ſpiritual world; ſo 
that we can ſee no farther than revelation has diſcovered. Yet, 
I think, there is ſufficient room to ground a conjeFure upon the 
reply which one of thoſe execrable apoſtates made to our 
LORD. My name is legion, (a word ſignifying a great multi- 
tude, five or ſix thouſand) ; for we are many. If ſo many were 
employed in Wing and tormenting a /ingle perſon, what ar - 
mies, what myriads of thoſe inviſible enemies, muſt exiſt through 
univerſal nature |—lIt is an alarming thought; ſhould make 


us fly to our divine PROTECTOR, and almighty DE. 


LIVERER. See Mark v. g. and 2 Pet. ii. 4. 
rtr rer ++, Pfal. vii, 11. Deut. ix, 8. 
100 
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Ther. Docs not your doctrine repreſent the all- mer- 
ciful G OD as a igerous being? who, when once diſ- 
pleaſed, will hardly be paciſied? Whereas, the LORD 
himfelf declares by his prophet, Fury 14 not in me, Men 
of ſatirical wit would be apt to infinuate, that you 
had miſtaken JEHOVAH for Melch, and was 
crecting a Chriſtian church in the valley of the fon of 
Iſinnom. | 

Aſp. We take our repreſentations of G OD, not 
from the vain conjectures of men, but from the re- 
cords of infallible truth. There he is deſcribed as a 
righteous GOD ; a jealous X GOD ; and, to incorrig1- 
ble ſinners, a conſuming fire 4; though wonderfully 
condeſcending, yet tranſcendently majeſtic; inſomuch 
that none of the fallen race are permitted to approach 
his throne, but only through the intervention of a 
great MEDIATOR IH; and without ſhedding of 
blood, even the blood of a PERS ON higher than 
the heavens, there is no remi//ion || of any ce: 

When the LORD ſays, Fury is not in me |, the 
words have a peculiar reference to his church; Which, 
in a preceding verſe, he had ſtyled, a vineyard of red 
wine. The connection ſcems to denote, that his fierce 
anger was turned away from his people, on account of 
the ſatisfaction made by their S A VI O U R.— Though 
his own people arc the objects, not of his indignation, 
but of lus love, let no ungodly wretches audaciouſly 
preſume. It is not ſo with: them. They are the briers 
and thorns + mentioned in the next clauſe; cumberers 
of the ground, unproſitable and noxious. Them he 
warns ; them he challenges; Who will ſet them in bat- 
He again/t me. Let them come on; they ſhall find it a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living GOD. 
Nay ; he will not ſtay for their approach: I will 
march againſt them, is his threatening ; I will paſs 
through them; I will burn them together. —This will cer- 
tainly be the cafe, if not in the preſent, yet in a fu- 
ture world. Waen once the maſter of the houſe is 
riſen up, and has ſhut to the door, mercy is gone for 
ever. | Then nothing mult be expeted, nothing will 
then be experienced, but vengeance and fiery indignation, 
to devour the adverſaries of the goſpel. G OD will then 
execute judgments in anger, and in fury, and in furious re- 
bukes ; with ſuch awful ſeverityſand immenſe glory, 
as will cauſe heaven to adore, and hell to tremble. 

Yet in all this there is not the leaſt tincture of that 
outrageous temper, which in man we properly call fury. 
In man fury implies an immoderate degree of reſent- 
ment, which will hearken to no reaſoning, and accede 
to no terms. The goſpel-account proves, even to a 
demonſtration, that this has no place in the divine na- 
ture. So far from it, that GOD, though highly 
provoked, has provided an atonement,—has made over- 
tures of reconcuiation to his diſobedient creatures,— 
has even beſought = a guilty world, to accept of for- 
giveneſs. This is the purport of that gracious invita- 
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* Exod. xx. 5, + Heb. xii. 29. f John xiv. 6. 
I Heb, ix. 22. Heb. vii. 26, + I. xxvii. 4. 
—+ 'There is a fine contraſt between the vineyard and the thorns; 
at the ſame time a regular continuation of the metaphor. As 
nothing is more common, than to ſee the latter ſhooting up a- 
midft the former ; ſo nothing is more common, than to have 
hypocrites intermingle themſelves with believers, 6 
++ Ezek. v. 15. 
= 2 Cor. v. 20. It was an inſtance of ſingular compaſſion 
in the bleſſed GOD, that, though offended with Job's friends, 
he admitted of a ſacrifice, and directed them to an interceflor 
both typical of CHRIST JESUS. But what wnparallelled 
condeſcenſion, and divinely-tender mercies, are diſplayed in 
this verſe! As though G O D did beſeech you by us; we pray 
you in CHRIST's ftead, be ye reconciled to GO D. Did the 
judge ever beſeech a condemned criminal, to accept of pardon ? 
Does the creditor beſeech a ruined debtor; to receive an ac- 
ittance in fall? Yet our almighty LORD, and our eternal 
UD GE, not only vouchſafes to offer theſe bleſſings, but in- 
vites us,—entreats us,—with the, moſt tender and repeated im- 
portunity ſolicits us,—not to rejeR chem! 


A N D 
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tion, which follows in the prophet: Let him, let the 
wicked man, forſake his way, and fate hold of w 
ſtrength : let him fly to my cruciſied 5 ON, who is the 
power of G O D for the ſalvation of ſinners; cleaving 
to his merits by faith, as ſome poor delinquent to the 
horns of the altar *. Thus he ſhall make peace; all his 
iniquities ſhall be forgiven, and all my diſpleaſure ſhall 
be paciſied.— So that the inſinuations of our ſatirical 

entlemen are as egregioully miſtaken, as they are 
ſhockingly worded. 

You are a man of ſenſe, Theron ; and eſteem that 
character, far above the idle reputation of a wit. As 
ſuch, let me afk you ſeriouſly, Is it not for the ho. 
nour of the divine MAJESTY, to exerciſe juſtice, 
as well as mercy? Always to pardon, and never to 
puniſh, would be tameneſs, rather than benignity ; a 
renunciation of holineſs, rather than a diſplay of good. 
neſs. — Or can it be right in us, ſo extravagantly to 
magnify the amiable, as to depretiate, nay even anni- 
hilate, the awfu/ attributes of the DEITY?—T his, 
ſays a poet, is the theology, not of Chriſtians, but of 
inſidels; 


Who ſet at odds heaven's jarring attributes, 
And with one excellence another wound ; 

Maim heaven's perfection, break its equal beams, 
Bid mercy triumph over OD himſelf, 
Undeified by their opprobrious praiſe : 

AGOD all mercy is a GOD wnjuſt f. 


Ther. But we have lately been told, that the pardon- 
ing grace of the LAWGIVER is not obſtructed by 
any demands of law and juſtice. For he can ſet them 
aſide. 

Aſp. What! Set aſide a law, which is holy, righ- 
teous, and good Set aſide a juſtice, which is eternal, 
inflexible, and infinite ! —St Paul gives a very different 
ſolution of this difficulty. He tells us,—not that 
G OD /et aſide his law and his juſtice; —but that he /et 
forth the bleſſed FESUS for a ot ogy through 
faith in his blood ; with this expreſs deſign, that he might 
declare his righteouſneſs i; might demonſtrate, not on- 
ly his clemency, but his juſtice ; even that vindi#ive 
juſtice, whoſe eſſential character and principal office is, 
to puniſh fin. 

This ſeems to be the import of the word righterr/- 
neſs, in the preſent connection, and, I think, more 
than ſeems, if we conſult the following verſe : To de- 
clare, I ſay, at this time his e ; that he might 
be juſt ||, evidence himſelf to be ſtrictly and inviolably 
righteous, in the adminiſtration of his government; 
even while he is the all-forgiving, gracious FU $T1I- 
FIER of the ſinner that believeth in F E SU $.—Ac- 
cording to this plan, mercy and truth meet together ; 
righteouſneſs and peace kiſs each other | : all the attri- 
butes harmonize ; every attribute is glorified ; and 
not one ſuperſeded, no, nor ſo much as clouded. 

Ther. If ſome are verging to one extreme, are not 
you inclining to the other ? Our ears tingle, and our 
blood runs chill, at the very thoughts of ſo ſevere 4 
vengeance, executed on an object ſo worthy and illu- 
ſtrious.— Beſides, how can we ſuppoſe, that the bene- 
ficent CREATOR and PRESERVER of men, 
ſhould take pleaſure in the ſufferings of the moſt un- 
blameable perſon that ever exiſted 1 eſpecially, ſince 


* This is the preciſe idea included in tlie original p, and 
the idea is as charming, as the image is expreſſive. /. xxvii. 5. 


1 Kings i. 50. 
I + Night-Thoughts, No IV. 
| t Rom. i, 25, 

[ Rom, iii. 26. The attribute of juſtice muſt be preſerved . 
inviolate. And inviolate it is preſerved, if there was a real in- 
fliction of puniſhment on our SAVIOUR. Nothing elſe 
can thorou o clear this great evangelical paradox,—JUST, 
YET JUS IFIER or THE uNnGoDLY! 

| 4 Plal. Ixxxv. 10. 
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he himſelf has made this 2 declaration, I will 
ave mercy, and not ſacrifice * f 
: 1. Hane ae: Faw indeed it is; ſignifying, that 
G OD is better pleaſed with the duties of humanity 
and charity, than with the moit coitly and pompous 
train of ſacrifices z nay, that he will even diſpentc with 
the obſervance of his own ceremonial inſtitutions, 
when they interfere with our exerciſe of benelicence 
one to another: thus reſigning (ſo admirable 1s his good- 
neſs!) the ſervices due to himſelf, for the benefit and 
comfort of his creatures. — But all this has no fort of 
relation to the facrifice of CHRIST; which was the 
moſt noble, and the moſt acceptable oblation, ever 
made to the KIN G of heaven. | 

We are aſſured by a prophet, that it pleaſed the 
LORD to bruiſe his holy child FESUS. GOD 
not only gave vp his SON to ſufferings, but gave 
him up with a divine Fs ww #.—lIn like man- 
ner, the bleſſed FESUS addreſſed himſelf to the 
dreadful taſk, not only without reluctance, but with 
the utmoſt alacrity . 7 delight to do thy will, was the 
language of his toul.—Should you alk, How could 
the SON take pleaſure in undergoing, . or the F A- 
THER in inflicting, ſuch amazing ſorrows? No 
otherwiſe, than upon account of thoſe grand and ever- 
laſting advantages which were to reſult from them. 

« A ſevere vengeance,” you fay, © ſuch as makes 
ce qur cars to tingle.— This is the very thing intend- 
ed, to at n and alarm preſumptuous offenders; that 
they © may hear, and fear, and do no more wicked- 
« ly.” It is ſuch a method of diſpenſing grace, as is cal- 
culated to- ſtrike the deepeſt terror, even while it che- 
riſhes the brighteſt hope ;—itrike the deepeſt terror on 
every perſevering ſinner, while it cheriſhes the br:ghte/t 
hope in every penitent tranſgreſſor. 15 

Ther. If one of my ſervants had affronted or injured 
me; I ſhould, upon his ſubmiſſive acknowledgment, 
forgive his fault, and not inſiſt upon ſatisfaction for the 
wrong. Will you make the FATHER of compaſ- 
ſions more inexorable in his nature, more rigid in his de- 
mands, than a human MASTERY P 

4. When you have a ſervant, that owes his being 
to your power; that has received innumerable benefits 
from your bounty ; yet has offered you innumerable at- 
fronts, all attended with the moſt aggravating circum- 
ſtances, and all in defiance of the moſt righteous threat- 
enings ;—when you are poſſeſſed of infinite majeſty, 
and unblemiſhed ſanctity; when truth inviolable, and 
juſtice inflexible, are eſſential to your character then, 
Theron, the parallel will hold our ; and your conduct 
{hall be a pattern for the procedure of JEHOVAH. 

Till then, you and I muſt be willing to forgive, be- 


* Matth, ix. 13. . 

I Divine complacency. —This is the idea included in the ori- 
ginal word (, If. liii. 10. Which is but poorly and faintly 
repreſented by the Bo of the Septuagint. It correſponds with 
the vigorous phraſe, uſed by the voice from heaven, u, 
Matth. iii. 17. Or it may be very exactly tranſlated by St Paul's 
beautiful expreſſion, wapirurai, Heb, xiii. 16,—In conformity to 
this ſentiment, the great JEHOV AH is ſaid to ſmell a ſweet 
ſavour, or a /avour of reſt M MA in thoſe ſacrifices, which 
prefigured the crucified FESUS, Gen. viii. 21. 

t Utmoſt alacrity.— There is no inconſiſtency between this 
aſſertion, and our LOR D's ſupplication; FATHER, if it 
be poſſible, let this cup paſs from me ; nevertheleſs, not my will, 
but thine be done. Such a deprecatory requeſt, put up with ſo 


much earneſtneſs, yet with ſo much ſubmiſfion, only ſhews /a 


the extreme ſeverity of our REDEEMER's anguiſh, and 
the prodigious weight of his woes. And this indeed it ſhews 
eyond the power of deſeription.— His ardent love to man- 
kind, and his fervent zeal for his FATHER's glory, prompted 
him to deſire theſe, ſufferings. His invincible: reſolution and 
unequalled magnanimity. emboldened him not to decline, but 
to meet them. Yet they were ſo great, ſo terrible, that his 
nature, being human, could not but-recoil a little, and be fart- 
led at their approach; and, had it not been divine alſo, muſt 
nevitably have /unk under the load. m7 7 


— 


der the law, 


 remaineth no more ſacrifice for ſins; they are, to ſuch 
and in fſuch'circutiſtances, abſolutely irremiffible, Heb. x. 26. 


tion of An explatory ſacrifice, © 
. . 2. 
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cauſe GO D has made it our bounden duty; and be- 
cauſe we have incomparably more to be forgiven by the 
JUDGE of the world, than we can poſſibly remit 
to our feilow-creatures. In the mean time, you will 
allow the great G O D, who is glorious in holineſs, to 
communicate his heavenly favours in a manner beco- 
ming himſelf; on ſuch aug and honourable terms, as 
{hall maintain the rights of his univerſal government, 
and manifeſt the glory of his adorable attributes. 

Ther. Might not GO D have, cancelled our tranſ- 
greſſions, and received fallen men into his favour, with- 
out any propitiation To deny this, would be to li- 
mit the HOLY ONE of JT/ael; and impoſe condi- 
tions on that uncontrollable Sovereign, 20% giveth no 
account of any of his matters: 

Aſp. We need not embarraſs ourſelves, by enterin 
upon inquiries, which may ſeem to lie beyond the li- 
mits of human underſtanding. Enough for us to 
know, that this propitation was ab/olutely neceſſary with 
regard to the firit covenant. For as GOD ſo- 
lemnly declared, In the day thou eateſt thereof, dying thou 
ſhalt die; his truth and juſtice ſtood engaged to execute 
the threatening. And no ſecond Adam could reſtore 
the firit, but by taking this curſe upon himſelf, 


Die man, or juſtice muſt ; unleſs for him 
Some other able, and as willing, pay 


The rigid ſatisfa&tion, death for death &. 


Therefore the divine FESUS, who lay in the boſom 
of the FATHER, and knew the counſels of heaven, 
lays, The Son of man muſt be lifted up 4 on the croſs. 
There was a neceſſity for his crucifixion : Becauſe this 
was /t;pulated in the covenant of peace, made between 
the FATHER and the 8 ON: — Becauſe it was ex- 
preſsly foretold by the ancient prophets, (and the ſcrip- 
ture cannot be broken), that the MESSIAH /bould 
be cut off out of the land of the living: Becauſe a va- 
riety of types, and a multitude of ſacriſices, preſigured 
his death: one of the types pointed out the very man- 
ner of his ſuffering; and al! the ſacriſices, detached 
from their dependency on this great oblation, would 
have been beggarly elements,—mere unavailing empty 
Ceremonies. | 
L apprehend, it is no limitation of the great GOD, 


to ſuppoſe him incapable of acting otherwiſe, than in 


perfect and perpetual conſiſtency with himſelf. Neither 
is it any infringement on his abſolute ſovereignty, that 
he cannot but order all affairs for the honour of his juſtice, 
his fidelity, and each of his exalted perfections.— This 
is the very thing which the ſacred writers expreſs in 
their plain but ſtrong language, G OD who cannot lie 1. 
He cannot deny himſelf . | 

Ther. GOD is often ſaid to forgive our fins ; par- 
ticularly, in that ſublime paſſage, where he proclaims 
his name to Moſes : The LORD, the LORD GOD, 


. merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, abundant in goodneſs 


and truth ; keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, 
tranſgreſſion, and ſin. Now, pardon is a free thing. "mA 
neſs is implied in the very nature of forgiveneſs. Take 


* M1LToON, Book III. 210. | 

+ John iii. 14. a , &, The ſame expreſſion is uſed, 
Luke xxiv. 26.— Perfectly conformable to this leading truth, is 
the current lan age both of the law and of the golßel Un- 
&0 himſelf ſays, I have nen that the ini- 
quity of the houſe of Eli ſhall not be purged M NY | with 
ughtered-offering, or with neat re For ever; that is, no 
kind of oblation ſhall be accepted; the guilt ſhall never be eu- 
piated. 1 Sam. ili. 14. Under the goſpel, the apoſtle declares, 
If we fin wilfully, by a final apoſtaſy from CHRIST, there 
rſons, 


—Which es are evidently connected with, and founded 
on, this grand doctrine, That the appointed, the only' way of 
obtaining pardon from the righteous GOD, is by the inter ven - 


e e eee of 


„ 
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away the former, and you deſtroy the latter.—If an 
equivalent be given, pardon is no longer pardon, but 
a purchaſe. Forgiveneſs ceaſes to be an act of grace, 
and becomes the payment of a debt. 

Aſp. The text you quote is truly ſublime, and equal- 
ly comfortable. But you forget to mention one ar- 
ticle of very great moment, which cloſes and completes 
the glorious character; which ſeems added on purpoſe, 
to prevent any wr9n7 apprevenſions of the DEITY, 
and to guard againſt all 4 of the doctrine : He will 
in nd wiſe clear the guilty *. O D will not, on any 
confiderationwhatever, abſolvetheobſtinate, perſevering, 
irreclaimable offender : neither will he acquit any of 
the guilty race, abſolutely, unconditionally, or without 
ſuch a ſatisfaction as may repair the honour of his in- 
jured law. . 

We have redemption through his blood, ſays the apoſtle, 
even the forgiveneſs of our fins f. It is W er ang 
ſce, though bought with a price. It 1s remiſhon, 
though procured by blood. It is free, with regard to 
that ſovereign BEING, who pardons. For he was 
under no obligation to admit of a propitiatory ſacri- 
fice; but might, without any diminution of his dig- 
nity, have left all mankind to periſh in their fins.—It 
is free, with regard to the obnoxious creatures, who 
are pardoned. For it is vouchiated, without any ſa- 
tisfaction demanded at their hands, or any penalty in- 
ſlicted on their perſons.—lt is in this reſpect alſo free, 
that an intereſt in the great atonement is granted to 
us, without the leaſt merit, or any deſerving qualifica- 
tions of our own. 

In all this, GOD is not only merciful, but moſt 
tenderly and immenſely merciful. And will any one 
calumniate this adorable method of exerciling mercy ? 
becauſe proviſion is alſo made for the glory of GOD's 
trath, GOD's holineſs, and ſupreme authority ? 

Ther. Does not your notion of a propitiatory ſacri- 
fice, derogate from the goodneſs of the almighty F A- 
THER, and transfer all our obligations to the incar- 
nate SON! 

Aſp. Is there not goodneſs, in allowing a ſubſtitute 
to ſuffer in our ſtead ?—ls there not {till greater good- 
neſs, in providing a ſubſtitute for us, without any ſoli- 
citation on our part ?-—Is there not the very higheſt 
exertion of goodneſs, in appointing a dear, an only, 
an incomparably- excellent 8 O N for the purpoſe ?—This 
marvellous ſcheme, far, very far from obſcuring, moſt 
illuſtriouſly diſplays the ſuperabundant loving-kind- 
neſs of the FATHER. | 

GOD % loved the world, apoſtate and polluted as it 
was—How did he love it? To a degree unutterable 
by any tongue; inconceivable by any imagination; 
and only to be expreſſed by the infinitely-precious ef- 
fefts. Loved it ſo, that he gave his only begotten $ ON, 
that whoſoever believeth on him ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting life J. And does this derogate from the 
goodneſs of the a/mighty FATHER, to give, not 
barely pardon and lite, but give them through the 
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He will in no wiſe clear the guilty, Exod. xxxiv, 7, This 
text is nos without its difficulty, eſpecially in the original, — 
Steuchus interprets the words, Et innocens non erit fine piaculs : 
He ſhall not be acquitted without a piacular ſacrifice, —I think, 
.they may be tranſlated, with a little more propriety and exact. 
neſs, thus ; Pardoning iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and fin, WI NY 
MP2) though not with impunity ; or rather, though he will by 
no means let it go unpuniſbed, meaning /in; which is the im- 
mediate antecedent ; is expreſſed in the three preceding words; 
and may very properly be referred to in this clauſe, Then the 
ſenſe will be as follows; “ Though GOD pardons fin, yet it 
.** ſhall not go unpuniſhed. He will certainly inflict his righ- 
teous vengeance, and exerciſe his punitive juſtice, thou 
not on the ſinner, whom he ſpares ; yet on the SURET 
.* whom he has provided.” —In the ſame manner Cocceius ren- 
ders the paſſage, et non exercens impunitatem; and expounds 
it much to the ſame purpoſe. We have this very word in the 
ſame remarkable conſtruction, Fer. xxx. 11. N MPN 
which is tranſlated, and with ſufficient fidelity , PR not leave 
the altogether unpuniſbed. + Eph. i. 7. f John iii. 16, 
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hands, nay, through the wounds, the agontes, the Yeat;z 
of his divineſt, deareſt SONY? | 

Such privileges, vouchſafed on any terms, my 
challenge the devouteſt acknowledgments. But, why 
attended with this additional demonſtration of favour 
they are enough to inflame us with gratitude, and 
tranſport us with admiration. They not only manifeſt 
but commend * the divine love; ſhew it to the grcateſt 
advantage, in the higheſt perfection, with every cir. 
cumſtance of recommendation and endearment.— By 
this means, bleſſed G O D, thou haſt unſpeakably ey. 
hanced thy benefits ! thou haſt rendered them, though 
invaluable in themſelves, exceedingly more ſo, by the 
manner of conterring them 

Ther. Again in your elevations, Aſþaſio *—The world, 
you know, 1s grown very rational and inquiſitive ; will 
admit nothing but upon clear evidence, and full con. 
viction. We expect, in all religious inquiries, not the 
flights of fancy, or the ſallies ot zeal, but a lobricty 
of reaſon and ſolidity of argument. 

Aſp. The world, rational as it is, ſecms, by the taſte 
of the preſent age, no enemy to works of fancy. Ihe 
world, therefore, may not be diſpleaſed with an affect. 
ing ſtory. And a ſtory, ſuitable to the occalion, juſt 
occurs to my mind; ſuch as may ſerve to ſhadow 
forth, though very faintly, the ſurpaſſing benignity 
and grace of our cruciſied LORD. 

An Afatic, queen, departing this life, left behind 

ker three accõmpliſhed ſons ; all arrived to years of 
maturity. The young princes were at ſtrife, why 
ſhould pay the higheſt reſpect to their royal mother's 
memory. To give ſcope for their generous conten- 
tion, they agreed to meet at the place of her inter- 
ment ; and there preſent the moſt honourable gift 
they knew how to deviſe, or were able to procure.— 
The eldeſt came, and exhibited a ſumptuous monu— 
ment, conſiſting of the richeſt materials, and orna- 
mented with. the moſt exquiſite workmanſhip.—The 
ſecond ranſacked all the beauties of the blooming crea- 
tion; and offered a garland of ſuch admirable colours, 
and delightful odours, as had never been ſeen before. 
he youngeſt appeared, without any pompous pre- 
paration ; having only a cryſtal baſon in one hanc, 
and a filver bodkin in the other. As ſoon as he ap- 
proached the tomb, he threw open his breaſt ; pierced a 
vein, that lay oppoſite to his heart; received the blood 
in the tranſparent vaſe ; and, with an air of affectionatz 
reverence, placed it on the beloved parent's monu- 
ment.,—The ſpectators, ſtruck with the light, burſt in- 
to a ſhout of general applauſe, and immediately gave 
the preference to this laſt oblation. 

If it was reckoned ſuch a ſingular expreſſion of love, 
to expend a few of thoſe precious drops, for the ho- 
nour of a parent; O! how matchleſs! how incftable 
was the love of FESU'S, in pouring out all his vital 
blood, for the ſalvation of enemzes / | 


Ther. My greateſt objection is ſtill to come.—l 
CHRIST ſuffered in our ſtead, he muſt ſuffer that 
very puniſhment which was due to our iniquities. This 
your orthodox divines affirm to be incomparably worie 
than bodily death ; to he nothing leſs than the ever- 
laſting diſpleaſure of G O D. 

Aſp. The puniſhment due to our iniquities, was 
ſhame, death, and the divine wrath. _ 

As for ſhame—Woas ever ſhame like that ſhame which 
our deſpiſed REDEEMER bore! . Though Prince 


» Rom, v. 8. — It ſeems to be an image taken ſrom 
the practice of tradeſmen ; who, in ſhewing their goods, point 
out their excellencies, and ſet, in the cleareſt light, whatevei 
may beſpeak their worth, or recommend them to the purchaſer. 


perhaps, it may allude to the cuſtom of ſending; with ſome 


favourite and worthy perſon, recommendatory letters: in which 
his good qualities are defcribed, and every thing is mentioned, 
that may embelliſh his character, and render his preſence re- 
ſpectable, In this ſenſe St Paul uſes thoſe nearly- related words, 
c u⁰,]ut½-r, ug, 2 Cor. iii. 1. | 


tuts of the earth, yet born in a ſtable, and 
— p Per: When * infant, exiled from his 
own country, and a vagabond in a foreign land.— 
When engaged in the diſcharge of his min/try, accu- 
{ed of the moſt flagitious crimes, and branded with the 
blackeſt names. When brought to his et, apprehend- 
ed as a thief; condemned as a malefactor; nay, the 
vileſt of malefactors, a robber and a murderer is pre- 
{crred before him. His executioners poured contempt 
upon all his venerable offices. As a Ling, they ridicu- 
jed him, by putting a niock-ſceptre into his hand ; 
and crowning him with ragged thorns *, inſtead of a 
royal diadem. They vilified his prophetic character, by 
hood-winking his eyes ; ſtriking his bleſſed head; and 
then aſking, in cruel deriſion, Who it was that ſmote 
him+. They caſt reproach upon his prreſtly under- 
taking, when they ſharpened their tongues with mali- 
cious irony, and ſhot out thoſe bitter words; He ſaved 
others, himfelf he cannot ſave f. To render his infamy 
as public, as it was ſhocking, they hung him on a tree; 
and expoſed him, defiled as he was with ſpitting, and 
disficured with wounds, to the gazing eyes and con- 
tumelious ſcoffs of numberleſs ſpectators. =_ 

If you doubt, whether CHRT ST ſuſtained the 
wrath of G O D, let us follow him to the garden of 
Gethſemane. A ſcene, which I would always recollect, 
when I walk along the fertile vale, or expatiate amidit 
the /rwvery garden |, or enjoy the delights of any rural 
retirement. He had no remorſe, to alarm his ſpotleſs 
conſcience ; yet fearfulneſs and trembling came upon 
him. No violence was offered to his ſacred perſon ; 
yet a horrible dread overwhelmed him.— Twas night, 
cold night; and though our divine MAS TER lay 
proſtrate upon the earth, amidſt the fall of chilling 
dews, he ſweat, —-ſweat blood,—ſweat great drops of 
blood, running down in reeking ſtreams to the ground. 
Ile was anointed with the oil of gladneſs above his 
{cllows 41; yet ſo inſupportable was his affliction, that 
he could not forbear crying out, My ſoul is forrowful, 
— exceeding forrowful,—ſorrowful even unto death ++ /— 
What canks; what adequate cauſe, can be aſſigned for 
this amazing anguiſh? None but the wrath of his al- 
mighty FAT HER; who was now become an 1nexo- 
rable JUDGE; treated him no longer as the SON 


of his love, but as the SURETY tor unnumbered 


millions of guilty creatures. 

Ther, Was it poſlible, that the innocent and holy 
FESUS, the dearly-beloved 8 ON of G OD, ſhould 
be an object of his FATHER's wrath? 

Aſp. It was not only poſſible, but unavoidable and 
neceſfary. Unavoidable, with reſpect to the divine ho- 
lineſs; neceſſary, for the procurement of our redem p- 
tion. Sin was charged upon CHRIST; all the fins 
of all believers, in all ages and places of the world. 
And could the nfinitely-righteous G O D behold ſuch a 
deluge of iniquities, (thoſe abominable things, which 
he hateth), without expreſſing his diſpleaſure? Or 
could the bleſſed FE SU & be puniſhed, truly puniſh- 
ed for them, without any painful ſenſation of their 
horrid evil, and of that tremendous indignation which 
they deſerved ? | : | 

If this was not the caſe, who can maintain the dig- 
nity of his conduct, during the agony in the — 
Was there no pouring out of the divine diſpleaſure ? 


To have crowned the bleſſed FE SUS with frau, would 
have been a vile inſult, and treating him like an ambitious mad- 
man. But to crown him with keen, pungent, lacerating thorns, 
was adding cruelty to their inſults; unheard-of barbarity to 
the moſt contemptuous mockery, Matrh. xxvii. 29. | 

+ Scornfully infinuating, that his ſacred prophetic office was 
fit for nothing, but to ſerve ſuch deſpicable purpoſes, Matth. 
xxvi. 68. | Matth. xxvii. 42. | 


|| Alluding to the evangeliſt's deſcription of Gethſmane, who 


repreſents it as a garden; and'to'the e 
which ſignifies a fat or fruitful valley, 
1. Matth. xxvi. 36. 
+ Pfal, xlv. 7. 
No VII. | 


ology of the word, 
gd John xvii. 


Matth. xxvi. 38. 
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Then his behaviour in that hour of trial, did not equal 
the intrepidity of the three Hebrew youths ; who con- 
tinued calm, and without the leaſt perturbation, while 
the furnace was heated into ſevenfold rage *.— But if 
this was the time, in. which, no created arm being 
ſtrong enough to give the blow, 2? 1 the LORD 
to bruiſe him +; if the moſt pigh x OD bent his bow 
like an enemy, and ſtood with his right hand as an ad- 
vefſary , it is eaſy to account for the prodigious con- 
ſternation of our REDEEMER. It is not to be 
wondered, that his heart, though endued with other- 
wiſe invincible fortitude, ſhould become like melting 
wax. For who knoweth the power of that wrath, at 
which the pillars of heaven tremble || ? 

Ah! Theron, the vinegar and the = which they 
gave him to drink, were not half % bitter, as the cup 
of his FAT HE R's wrath. Yet, for our ſake, he 
drank 1t off to the very dregs.—The nails that pierced 
his hands, and the ſpear that cleft his heart, were not 
half % /harp, as the frowns of his eternal FATHER's 
countenance ; which, for our conſolation, he patiently 
ſubmitted to bear- He was rent with wounds, and 
racked with pain; his bones were diſlocated, and his 
nerves convulſed; a thouſand thorny daggers were 
planted in his temples, and life flowed out at ten thou- 
{and guſhing veins. Yet this, all this was gentle, was 
lenient, in compariſon of thoſe inexpreſſible agonies, 
which penetrated his _ ſoul. The former fetched 
not a ſingle complaint from his mouth ; the latter 
wrung from his breaking heart that paſſionate excla- 
mation; My GOD/ my GOD! why Hat thou for- 

ſaken me *— Aſtoniſhing words! Surely, a diſtreſs, be- 
yond all imagination grievous 4, uttered them. Surely, 
the vengeance, not of men, but of heaven itſelf, ex- 
torted them. Every ſyllable of which ſpeaks, what 
the mourning prophet deſcribes, Is it nothing to you, 


all ye that paſs by; Behold and ſee; if there be any 


ſorrow like unto my ſorrow, wherewith the LORD hath 
affiifted me, in the day of his fierce anger ++ ? 
Here, now, is cur whole puniſhment endured ; the 
ſhame of the croſs, and the ſorrows of death; the 
ſuſpenſion of the ALMIGH IT Y's favour, and the 
terrible ſenſations of his wrath. 

Ther. Be it ſo. Yet all this amounts to no more 
than part of payment. For theſe ſufferings were 
tranſient; temporary only, not eternal. Therefore the 
main circumſtance, the moſt bitter ingredient, was 
1 | 

Aſp. In the eſtimate of divine juſtice, and in point 
of penal ſatisfaction, they were equivalent to our end- 


leſs puniſhment ; eſpecially, if we conſider the ſeve- 


rity of the ſufferings, and the dignity of the 8 U F- 
FERER. vj 8 4 ip 


The ſeverity of the ſufſerings.—At the laſt day, all 


thoſe fierce eruptive flames, which have raged in X#tna, 
in Veſuvius, and in every other burning mountain 
throughout the world ;—all thoſe confined ſubterra- 


Dan. iii. 16. 17. 18. = 

+ IC. liii. 10. Lam. ii. 4. Job xxvi, 17. 

+ To heighten our idea of this diſtreſs, the evangeliſts make 
uſe of the moſt forcible words — re mbaufuota, he was ſeized 
with the moſt alarming aftoniſhment—at1goruy, he was over- 


whelmed with inſupportable dej ection- ipuurec, he was beſieged 


on all ſides, as it were, with an army of invading forrows— 
He wreſtled, amidſt ſtrong cries and tears, not only with the 


malice of men, and rage of devils, but with the infinitely more 


dreaded indignation of & O D: he wreſtled even unto an ago- 
ny of ſpirit, » «ſaws. All theſe circumſtances of horror and 
anguiſh, conſtitute what a celebrated poet very juſtly ſtyles, 


A weight of wo more than ten worlds could bear ! 


Ihe critic, probably, will admire the propriety and beauty 
of this line : -which, compoſed of nothing but monoſyllables, 
and clogged. with the frequent repetition of a cumbrous con- 
ſonant, makes the ſound remarkably appoſite to the ſenſe, — 
May we all be ſacred critics! have, not only a refined tafte, to 
reliſh ſuch elegancies of com poſition, but an awakened heart, 
to feel the energy of ſuch important truths! ' ++ Lam. i. 12. 
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nean fires, which have fo terribly ſhaken the founda- 
tions of Jamaica, Sicily, and Conſtantinople ;—in a 
word, the whole element of fire, however employed 
through all the revolutions of time, where-ever dit- 
fuſed through all the regions of the globe, will then 
be collected from all quarters, and burit forth in one 
vaſt, reſiſtleſs, general conflagration. In ſome ſuch 
manner, all that wrath, which was due to the innu— 
merable multitude of ſinners, redeemed from every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; which, 
if executed on the offending creatures, had been pro- 
longed to eternal ages ; all that wrath was contracted 
into one inconceivably-dreadtul blaze, and at once 
poured out upon the interpoling SURETY, at once 
flamed forth on our heavenly VI C TIM.—This will 
appear more than probable, if, among other parti- 
culars, we contemplate the unequalled magnanimity 
of our LORD, who is ſtyled the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah “; and compare it with his bloody ſweat 
in the garden, and his exceeding bitter cry on the 
croſs f. 

The dignity of the SUFFERER.—Had our 8 A- 
VIOUR's ſufferings been the ſufferings of a mere 
man, or of the moſt exalted angel, I acknowledge, 
they could have bore no proportion to our demerit. 
It were impoſlible for a finite being, to ſuſtain the 
wrath, or diſcharge the debt. But they were the ſuf- 
ferings of the PRIN CE of heaven, and the LORD 
of glory; before whom all menare as duſt, and all angels 
as worms.—-Was an infinite MAJESTY offended? 
An infinite MEDIATOR atoned. Weigh the dig- 
nity, the immenſe 4 Fg the REDEEMER's 
perſon, againſt the everlaſting duration of our puniſh- 
ment, and it will not only counterbalance, but prepon- 
derate. Finite creatures can never make an infinite 
ſatisfaction ; no, not through the moſt unlimited re- 
volation of ages. Whereas, when our divine LORD 
undertook the work, being truly and properly infinite, 
he finiſhed it at once, —So that his ſufferings, though 
temporary, have an all-ſufficiency of merit and eftica- 
cy. They are, in this reſpect, parallel; nay, on ac- 
count of the infinitude of his nature, they are more 
than parallel to an eternity of our puniſnhment. 

It Was EMMANUEL, it was the incarnate GOD 
who purchaſed the church, and redeemed ſinners, with 
his own blood f. The eſſential grandeur of our SA- 
VIOUR communicated its ennobling influence to every 
tear he ſhed, to every ſigh he heaved, and every pang 
he felt. This renders his ſufferings a perfect, as their 
vicarious nature renders them a proper ſatisfaction. 
And though the wood of Lebanon was not ſufficient to 
burn, nor all the beaſts thereof ſuffictent for a burnt-offer- 
mg || ; this ſacrifice fully anſwers the exigence of the 
caſe. This ſacrifice ſends up an ever-acceptable odour 
to the ſkies, and diffuſes its ſweet perfume through all 
Le 5 ſuch as appeaſes heaven, and revives the 
world. | 

Yes, Theron, you muſt give me leave to repeat the 
delightful truth; It was the great GOD, even our 8 A- 
VIOUR FESUS CHRIS T, who gave ungfelf for 
4s 4. His ſacrifice therefore muſt be inconceivably me- 
ritorrous. O! that ſinners, the vileſt of ſinners, knew 
its all-ſufficient efficacy! they would no longer be hold- 
en in the bonds of iniquity, by that deſtructive ſug- 
geſtion. of the devil, There in ns hope ++. 


_ Ther. What valuable end could ſach vicatious ff 
ferings accompliſh ? Suppoſe G OD abſolutely inexo- 


3 | * Rev. vi. 5. 
I think, the language of the Greet liturgy, is the language 


of ſtrict propriety, as well as of fervent devotion, ar ahoruy ov 


abu hon. The ſufferings of our LORD are, in their meaſure 
and weight, to us unknown ; abſolutely beyond the reach of 
human imagination. | wa 4 

f Acts xx. 28. || If, xl. 16. 4 Tit. ii. T3. 13. ++ Jer. ii. 25. 
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rable, and they cannot avail. Suppoſe him divinely 
merciful, and they are needleſs. 

Aſp. The difficulty you propoſe, I think, has been 
obviated already. So that I have no occaſion to ſolve 
your dilemma, but only to anſwer y our query. Theſe 
ſufferings,—as a puniſbment, gave ample ſatisfaction to 
the divine violated law ;—as a ſacrifice, they perfectly 
reconciled us to our offended GOD z as a price, they 
redeemed us from every evil, and purchaſed for us x 
title to all good. 

This is a ſubject of the moſt diſtinguiſhed impor. 
tance. Let not my Theron imagine, I would abuſe his 
patience, if I dwell a moment longer on the favourite 
topic. I might enumerate many ends, all magnificent 
and gracious, accompliſhed by this wonderful expedi. 
ent. I content myſelf with {pecitying a few; but 
thoſe, ſuch as bring the higheſt glory to GOD,— 
adminiſter the moſt ſolid comfort to man,—and moſt 
effectually promote the intereſts of piety. 

In this we have a manifeſtation of the moſt awful 
juſtice, and at the ſame tune a diſplay of unbounded 
goodneſs. —Awful juſtice ; in that the great and terrible 
GOD, though determined to exerciſe mercy, would ex. 
erciſe it only in ſuch a manner, as might vindicate theau- 
thority of his law; might teſtify the purity of his nature; 
and declare the inviolable faithfulneſs of his word. UV. 
bounded goodneſs ; in that he with-held not his SON, his 
only 8 ON, but freely gave him up for us all; gave up 
„ the BRIGHTNESS of his glory,” to be co- 
vered with infamy ; gave up © the BELOVED of 
« his ſoul,” to expire in agonies; on purpoſe to obtain 
honour and immortality for apoſtate men. — The y- 
ments inflicted on all the damned in hell, are not ſo fear- 
ful a monument of G O D's juſtice, as thoſe dying 
agonies of the LORD JESUS CHRIST. Nor 
could a thouſand worlds, conferred on mankind, have 
been fuch an act of ſuperabundant munificence, as 
that gift of his ever- bleſſed 8 ON. 

Look we for power and wiſdom ? To uphold the 
humanity of CHRIST, under all the ſtudied cruelties 
of men, under the infatiate rage of devils, and the 
far more tremendous curſe of the divine law * : to con- 
_—_— and death, and hell, by a perſpn bound with 

ters, nailed to a tree, and crucified in weakneſs : to 
expiate, by one offering, the innumerable millions of 
crimes, committed by all his people, from the begin- 
ning to the end of time : was not this power ? match- 
leſs power? aſtoniſhing power ?—And as for 0i/dem, 
how admirable was the contrivance, which could har- 
monize the ſeemingly-oppolite claims of mercy and of 


juſtice! and not only /at1sfy each, but magnify both!— 


Had puniſhment been executed, in a// its rigour, on 
the ſinner's perſon, mercy had loft her amiable honours. 
Had the finner been reſtored to favour, without any pe- 
zatties ſuſtained either by himſelf or his SURETY, 
juſtice had been ſet aſide as an inſignificant attribute. 
Whereas, by our LOR D's vicarious and expiatory 
ſufferings, both are manifeſted, and both are exalted. 
Therefore the ſcripture affirms, that G O D hath not 
only exerciſed, but abounded in wiſdom and prudence,— 
nay, hath abounded in al wiſdom and prudence +, 
by this combination of righteous vengeance and tri- 
umphant grace; which is, at once, ſo honourable to 
himſelf, and fo advantageous to his people. 

Ther. Advantageous to his people“ —I am glad, 
you are come to this point. This is what I want to 


* I, Ali. 6. I the LORD will bold thine hand, and will 
keep thee. This is ſpoken of the MESSIAH, It gives him 
aſſurance of effectual ſupport, when the vengeance of heaven, 
the fury of hell, and the ſins of the world, ſhould fall upon 
him with united violence. To ſupport the MEDIAT R 
under theſe circumſtances, is mentioned as a 77 diſtinguiſhed 
act of that omnipotent arm, which created the heauens, and 
ſpread: forth the earth, and giveth ſpirit to them that wall 
therein, ver. 5. + Eph. i. 8. — 
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have cleared up./ I am for thoſe doctrines, which glo- 

rify G O D, by doing good to man. Give me the re- 
ligion, whoſe aſpect is benign, and whoſe agency 1s 
.-beneficial. Not like a meteor, to dazzle us with a vain 
vlitter ; not like a comet, to terrify us with a formi- 
dable glare; but like yonder /ux, whoſe beams {ſhed 
light, and life, and joy all around. | : 

Aſp. If this be what you ſeek, and what you prize, 
the Chriſtian religion, this doctrine in particular, will 
anſwer your warmeſt expectations, and challenge your 
higheſt eſteem. For it is rich with benefits of the moſt 
needful, the moſt deſirable, and moſt exalted kind. 

The firſt and grand bleſſing is pardon of ſins.— Par- 
don, not of ſmall fins only, but of the molt aggrava- 
ied, the moſt horrid, the moſt enormous. Be they fla- 
ming as ſcarlet, be they foul as the dunghill, be they 
black as hell itſelf ; yet they ſhall be as the ſpotlets 
wool, or as the virgin ſnows “; they mall “ be, as 
« though they had never been,” —Pardon, not of a 
few, but of all ſins. Be they numerous as the hairs of 
our head, numerous as the ſtars of heaven, nume- 
rous as the ſands upon the ſea-ſhore, the blood of F L- 
SUS CHRIST cleanſeth from them ALL +. _ 

Hereby we have victory over death, and adnuttance 
into cternal Jie. For thus ſaith the holy apoſtle, con- 
cerning the poor ſojourners in clay, Seeing therefore the 
children were partakers of fleſh and blood, H E alſo par- 
took of the ſame ; that, by undergoing death, he might 
deſtroy him who had the power of death, that is the devil; 
and deliver thoſe, who, through fear of death, were all 
their life-time ſubjef to —_ t.—And thus faith the 
venerable elder, concerning the glorified ſaints in light, 
Theſe are they who came out of great tribulation ; and 
hey have waſhed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the LAMB : therefore are they before the throne ||. 

The Philiſtines rejoiced, when Sam/on, the deſtroyer 
of their country, was delivered jnto their hands. How 
much greater reaſon have we to rejoice, ſince the bleſſ- 
ed JESU bas vanquithed our laſt enemy! has 
made death the miniſter of endleſs life, and the grave 
gate to eternal glory |! — Foſeph had cauſe to be gl 
when he put off his priſon+garments, and was clo- 
thed with change of raiment; when he was brought 
from the dungeon to the palace, and honoured with 
a ſeat at the right hand of the king. But is at not an 
incomparably-richer bleſſing, to have our robes waſhe 
in redeeming blood, and our ſouls cleanſed from 
guilt? Is it not an incomparably-higher advancement 
to be admitted into the Wine, and to poll 
che everlaſting kingdom of G O D! 

To — all in a word :—Hereby are procu- 
red, even for the moſt unworthy creatures, all the be- 
vefits of the new copenant. Therefore the blood of 
CHRIST is ſtyled by a prophet, the blood of thy co- 
venant +; by an apoſtle, the blood of the everlaſting co- 
venant +-; and our LORD himſelf ſays, This is the new 
covenant inmyblood +, —Is it a privilege, to know GOD, 
the infinitely-amiable centre and ſource of all perfec- 
tion? Is it a moſt valuable endowmeat, to have his 
laws put into our minds, and written on our hearts? 
Is it a branch of real felicity, to have our num- 
berleſs fins forgiven, and not one of our iniquities re- 
membered any more. Is it the compendium of all 
happineſs, to have G0 D for our portion, and our 
exceeding great reward? to be his peculiar treaſure, 
nis loving and beloved people: Of all theſe we may 

fy, They are the purchaſe of EM MAN VUE L's 
blood: and whoever is truly intereſted in the ove, is 
unqueſtionably entitled to the other. 

Who then would refuſe ſo comfortable _ 
Ther. Too comfortable, we might imagine, to be 


I. i. 18. +1 John i. 7+ t Heb. i. 14. 15. l Bev. vii. 14. 
Zech. ix. 11. + "Heb. xiii. 20. 

+ Luke xxii. 20. The original word zun ſigniſies either 

.4 teſtament, or a covenant,  _ 

— Heb, viii. 10. 11. 12: A 
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either true in itſelf, or ſafe in its conſequences. Muſt 
it not tend to embolden the ſinner in the profecution of 
his vices? Who need ſcruple to tranſgreſs, or be v 
ſolicitous to repent, if an allatoning SACRIFIC] 
has been offered for every kind and eyery degree of 
wickednels ! | 

Aſp. Would you have finners intimidated? Nothing 
ſpeaks ſuch terror to the children of diſobedience, as 
the bitter paſſion and accurſed death of GHRIST.— 
All the rhetorical aggravations of ſin, with regard to 
its loathſome nature, and execrable vileneſs ;—all the 
ſeverity of vengeance, executed upon rebellious an- 
gels, or wicked men ;—all, all are weak and inexpreſ- 
live, compared with the dreadful * of this great 
tranſaction. For, it the LORD a iehty fared 4 not 
lis own SON, when guilt was, not found in him, 
but only imputed to him; how much lefs ſhall he ſpare 
incorrigible offenders, who both habitually commit, and 
obſtinately perſiſt in, their daring impieties ? 

If, by repentance, you mean an 1ngenuous ſorrow far 
our tranſgreſſions; nothing is ſo likely to break the 
ſtony, or melt the icy heart, as theſe doleful effects of 
ſin. Let us imagine ourſelves preſent at Calvary, and 
ſtanding by the croſs. See ! the innocent, the amiable, 
the illuſtripus SAVIOUR, hangs on a tree: a tree, 
torturous as the rack, and ignominious as the gibbet! 
See! his face is foul with ſpitting, and his fides are 
tore with the ſcourge. His veins ftream with blood, 
and his heart is wounded with anguith.—-There he 
bangs, abandoned by his friends; reviled by his ene- 
mies; and forſaken even by bis GOD. Can we reflect, 
that we, even we were the cauſe of this inconſolable 
miſery; and not feel remorſe in our conſciences, or 
ſorrow in our minds? Can we reflect, that for vs, for 
us, he bore this amazing torment z and not ſmite our 
breaſts, or be pained at our very ſouls? 

It, by repentance, you mean a thorough renunciation 
of all iniquity, no motive is ſo effectual, to divorce 
the heart from every abominable idol, and divert 
the feet from every evil way, as an attentive con- 
ſicderation of our REDEEM oY r 
indignation does not riſe againſt the infamous wretch, 
that betrayed the bieled 7 ES Use Who is not 
ready to deteſt thoſe envenomed tongues - which accu- 
ſed him, and thoſe barbarous hands which crucified 
him? How then can we cheriſh thoſe horrid luſts, which 
were the principal actors in this deepeſt of tragedies? 
How can we Careſs, how can we entertain, how can we 
endure thoſe execrable iniquities, >vhich were the be- 
trayers and murderers of the PRINCE af life ?—He 
bore our fins in his own bleeding, agonizing body on the 
tree; not that we ſhould be emboldened to repeat 
them, but incited_ to abhor them, and induced to for- 
dake them; that, in our practice and our affections, 
we ſhould not only be averſe, but even dead to fin &. 

If you would have bexevolence, your favourite prin- 
ciple, take place and operate; it is impoſſible to urge ſo 
endearing a perſuaſive to univerſal will, ag this 
kindneſs and love of GOD our S AVIOU RIH. How 
can we indulge the ſallies of refentment, or harbour 
the ſeeds of animoſity, when the .meek, the merciful, 
the infinitely-gracivus REDEEMER, aid down his 
life for his bitteref enemies? How can we treat wi 
contempt or indifference, even the,qeaneft of mankp 
ſince our divine MAS TER gave his al glarions pe 
ſon for vile wretches. and miſerahle ſinners Never 
was there ſo winning a call to difintereſted charity, as 
the amiable example of G HRITS FT; never 1o bindin 
a cement of brotherly love, as the hlood lof the 

In ſhort, weuld you have people pyſſeſſe 
heavenly virens, and animated to the 
xy good work?” "Nothing adminiſters fo powerful'a 
ancyement to them all, 2g..2 lively and apAroprigHing 
ſenſe 5 duondrons rs l 


of This Grate Set ' 
462+ 24 1 Pec. ii. „6 +» Tit. ii, 4. 2 


* 


— 


— — — — 
* 
„ 4 


our bleeding victim 
at whoſe feet the armies of heaven bow, and the ſaints 


promiſed this ble 
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HOLY GHOST +, it produces ſuch a warm grati- 
tude, and ſuch a heart-felt joy, as arg far more ope- 
rative than the moſt awful threatenings, or the moſt 
cogent reaſonings.—So that, quite contrary to your 
ſuſpicions, the native tendency of this exccllent doc- 
trine is, to ſuppreſs ungodlineſs, and promote piety. 

Obſerve, how the preſent calm evening, yonder 
mild declining ſun, and theſe ſoft balmy breezes, have 
unlocked the flowery priſons, and detached a . 
of odours through the air; have inſpirited the little 
ſongſters of the grove, and fetched /avi/h harmony from 
their throats. So {ſweetly will a true belief in 7 E- 
SUSCHRIST and him crucifed, draw forth all 
the powers of the ſoul, in acts of ready and chearful 
obedience,—He is therefore ſaid, not only to juſtify, 
but alſo to ſandify the people with his bod +. 

Let us conſider the death of CHRIST, in this its 
full grandeur and extenſive efficacy ; and we ſhall diſ- 
cern the admirable propriety of the apoſtle's remark ; 


It became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are 
all pings in bringing many ſons unto glory, to make the 
[ 


CAPTAIN of their ſalvation perfect through ſufferings f. 
IT BECAME ; as an ad of foverergnty in GO D, it com- 
ported with the dignity, and emblazoned (if I may ſo 


ſpeak) the incomprehenſible majeſty of his perfections. 


As an execution of mpar vengeance on our 
SURETY, it aflerted the rights of divine govern- 
ment, and ſecured the utmoſt veneration to the di- 
vine law.—As an emanation of rich indulgence to us, 
it redreſſed all our miſery, and retrieves our whole 
happineſs.—In each, in every reſpect, it is worthy of 
the molt grateful and 2 acceptance from ſinful 
man, and ſuch as will be had in everlaſting honour by 
the choirs of ſaints, and the hoſt of angels. 


Ther. I thank you, Aſpaſio. Your arguments have 
not indeed converted me, but they have ſtrengthened 
my faith. I never was ſo unhappily miſtaken, as to 
diſbelieve the ſatisfaction made by our LORD FE- 


SUSCHRIST ; made to divine juſtice ; made for the 
-fins of the world. But I now ſee more clearly its rea- 
ſonableneſs and importance; its chearing aſpedt 


on the 
guilty conſcience, and its benign influence on the me- 


ral conduct. 


Aſp. I congratulate you, dear 7. heron, from my in- 
moſt ſoul, on your thorough conviction of this im- 


portant truth. May you have ſtill more extenſive and 
generous views of the glorious article] and may every re- 
newed view be moreand more influential on your heart! 


Reviving, . raviſhing thought! to have HIM for 
M tor our great propitiation / 


in light adore !—Reviving, raviſhing thought! to have 
all our puniſhment ſuſtained, and the whole curſe of 
the law exhauſted ; ſo that juſtice itſelf can demand 


no more |—Nay, to have ſo perfect a ranſom paid for 
our redemption, that it is not barely an act of favour- 
able, indulgence, but of the highe/? righteouſneſs || alſo, 


»The reader will give me leave, on this occaſion, to ſub- 


join the noble doxology of our church ; which, when thus ap- 
plied, may be an excellent means, both of expreſſing our gra- 


titude, and of quickening our devotion.— Glory be to the 


FATHER, for providing this all- ſufficient atonement, and 
giving his SON to ſave a ruined world. —Glory be tothe SON, 


r humbling himſelf to the death of the croſs, and obtaining 


eternal redemption for ſinners.-Glory be to the HOLY 


G HOST, for teſtifying of CHRIST in our hearts, and ap- 


Propriating this great! ſalvation» to our ſouls. 
47712 5! + Heb. iii. 12. 


I + Heb; f. 10. 0 
| Therefore the apoſtle ſays, GOD is faithful and juſt t 
ve Us du" fines 1 John i. 9. Faithful; becauſe he had 
s bleſſing, by the unanimous. voice of all his pro- 

phepprm Juſt! baren then he will puns! No; for this very 
Treaſon be will pardon.—This may ſeem ſtrange ; but, upon the 
evangelical principles of atonement and redemption, it is ap- 
puberty true: becauſe, when the debt is paid, or the purchaſe 
made, it is the part of equity to cancel the bond, and conſign 


over the purchaſed poſſ on. 


1 
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to pardon, accept, and glorify the bliever An sc 
a method of reconciliation, how fully does the judge. 
ment acquieſce, and how ſecurely the conſcience reſi 

Excuſe me, Theron. My attections are again upon 
the ſoar. But I clip their wings.—Only let me aft 
Is not this aoctrine the grand peculiarity ot the goſpel, 
by which it ſtands diſtinguiſhed from every other 10 
ligion profeſſed in the world ?—ls it not the centyg 
point, in which all the lines of duty unite, and from 
which all the rays of conſolation proceed: Strike this 
article from the creed, and you reduce the myſtery af 
godlineſs to a ſyſtem of ethics; you degrade the Chti- 
ſtian church into a ſchool of philoſ,phy.—To deny the 
expiation made by our REDEEMER's ſacriſice, i; 
to obſcure the brighte/t manifeſtation of divine benig- 
nity, and to undermine the principal pillar of practical 
religion; is to make a deſperate fhipwreck of our e- 
verlaſting intereſts, and to daſh (fach, I fear, it will 
be found, in the final iſſue of things) ourſelves to 
death, on the very roc, of ſalvation. 

Ther. Now, I believe, it is time to repair kome. 
wards. And I hope, it will be no difagreeable exchange, 
if we reſign our ſeat on the mount, for a place in the 
dining-room. 

Aſp. Pray, let me inquire, as we walk along (for 1 
was unwilling to interrupt our diſcourſe, nierely to 
gratify my curioſity), what may be the de/ign of yon- 

er edifice, which riſes on a ſmall eminence, near the 
ublic road ? It is neither a tower, nor a dwelling. 
ouſe ; but looks like a ſtately column, erected on 
* to beautify the proſpect. 
her. It is a ſort of monumental pile; erected, as 
the ſtory goes, on a very memorable occalion.—Qaecn 
Eleanor accompanied King Edward the Firſt to er 
was called) the holy war: in which he gained ſignal 
advantages over the infidels, and acquired a large iharc 
of renown to himſelf. After many gallant exploits 
performed in the field, a treacherous and deſperate 
Saracen, demanding admittance into his chamber, 
under pretence of private buſineſs, wounded him 
with an empoiſoned dagger. The conſequence of 
which, his phyſicians declared, muſt he inevitable and 
ſpeedy death, unleſs the poiſon was ſucked out by 
ſome human mouth. This might poflibly preſerve 
the royal patient, but would be extremely dangerous 
to the operator. K 

Dangerous as it was, his Queen claimed the office; 
inſiſted upon it, as the conſort's right; and executed 
it ſo faithfully, that ſhe ſaved the king's life; ſo H 
pily, that ſhe loſt not her — this, ſhe re- 
turned to England, lived many years, and bore ſeveral 
children. But, ſooner or later, royalty itſelf muſt 
pay the debt to nature. Dying on a journey to Scat- 
and, ſhe was brought back to the laſt and long home 
of our Engliſh monarchs &. Where-ever her corple 
reſted, in the way to its interment, a ſtructure + (fuch 
as you now behold) was raifed, in order to perpetuate 
the memory of her conjugal affeftion. | 
Ap. And ſhould not our hearts be a monument of 
gratitude to the bleſſed FESU$? who drew the 
deadly venom, not from our veins, but from the im- 
mortal part of our nature; and not at the hazard, but 
at the loſs, the certain and unavoidable loſs of his pre- 
cious life.—He opened his breaſt, opened his very ſoul, 
to the keeneſt arrows of vindictive juſtice ; that, 
transfixing him, they might drop ſhort of us; © the 
« poiſon whereof drank up his ſpirits 1, that the 
balm of peace might refreſh ours 

© * Weſtminſter Abbey. 

+ One of theſe ſtructures ſtands on the high road, near 
Northampton. It is ſurrounded with a large flight of ſteps, at 
the bottom; and ornamented, towards the top, with four fe- 
male ſtatues, in full proportion. A Latin inſcription informs 
the traveller, concerning its occaſion and deſign; + 
— In perpetuam Reginæ Eleanora © 

Conjugalit amoris memoriam. 


Job vi. 4. 
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O my Theron let our memories be the tablet, to 
record this unexampled inſtance of compaſſion and 

oodneſs, Let our afſections dwell upon the tragical, 
the delightful hiſtory ; till they melt into contrition, 
and are inflamed with love.—If we want an an/cription, 
let us make ule of thoſe noble. lines, winch, in the 
Ggaeft climax imaginable, deſcribe the magathcence and 
grace of this aſtoniſhing tranſaction: 


6 Survey the wondrous cure, 


And at each ſtep let higher wonder riſe. 
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-a SP ASIO having ſome letters of importance to 
anſwer, as ſoon as the cloth was taken away, re- 
tired from table.—Iis epiſtolary engagements being 
diſpatched, he inquired for Theron. The ſervants in- 
formed him, that their maſter walked into the garden. 
A very little ſearch found him, ſeated on an airy 
mount, and ſheltered by an elegant arbour, * 
Strong and ſubſtantial plants of liburnum formed the 
ſhell ; while the ſlender and flexile ſhoots of Hringa 
filled up the interſtices.— Was it to compliment, as 
well as to accommodate their worthy gueſts, that they 
inter wove the luxuriant foliage? Was it to repreſent 
thoſe tender but cloſe attachments, which had ned 
their affections, and blended their intereſts I will not 
too poſitively aſcribe ſuch a deſign to the diſpoſition of 
the branches. They compoſed, however, by their twi- 
ning embraces, no inexpreſſive emblem of the endear- 
ments and the advantages of friendſhip. They compo- 
ſed a canopy, of the freſheſt verdure, and of the 
thickeſt texture; ſo thick, that it entirely excluded 
the ſultry ray ; and ſhed both a cool refreſhment, and 
an amuſive gloom : while every unſheltered tract gla- 
red with light, or fainted with heat. 

You enter by an caſy aſcent of ſteps, lined with 
turf, and fenced with a baluſtrade of Noping bay-trecs. 
he roof was a fine concave, peculiarly elevated and 
ſtately. Not emboſſed with ſculpture; not mantled 
over with fret work; not incruſted with ſplendid fre- 
{co ; but far more delicately adorned with the ſyringa's 
ſilver tufts, and the liburnum's Powering gold: whoſe 
large and lovely cluſters, gracefully pendent from the 
leafy dome, diſcloſing their ſweets to the delighted 
bee, and gently waving to the balmy breath of ſpring, 

ave the utmoſt enrichment to the charming bower. 

Facing the entrance, lay a ſpacious graſſy walk; 
terminated by an octangular baſon, with a curious 
jet d eau playing in the centre. The waters, ſpinning 
from the lower orifices, were attenuated into innu- 
merable little threads ; which diſperſed themſelves in 
an horizontal direction, and returned to the reſervoir, 
in a drizzling ſhower. Thoſe which iſſued from the 
higher tubes, and larger apertures, either ſprung per- 
pendicularly, or ſpouted obliquely ; and formed, as 
they fell, ſeveral lofty arches of liquid cryſtal, all g/it- 
tering on the eye, and cooling to the air. 

Parallel to the walk ran a parterre ; planted with an 
aſſemblage of flowers, which advanced, one above 
another, in regular gradations of height, of dignity, 
and of beauty. — Firſt, a row of daiſies, gay as the 
{mile of youth, and fair as the virgin-ſnows,—Next, 
a range of crocuſes, like a long ſtripe of yellow ſatin, 
quilted with threads, or diverſified with ſprigs of green. 
—A ſuperior order of ranunculuſes, each reſembling 
the cap of an earl's coronet, repleniſhed the third 
{tory with full-blown tufts of gloſſy ſcarlet. —Beyond 
this, a more elevated line of tulips *, raiſed their flou- 


„Here is, it muſt be confeſſed, ſome little deviation from 
the general laws of the ſeaſon; ſome anachroniſm in the an- 


nals of the parterre, 'The flowers united in this repreſentation, 


do not, according to the w/ual proceſs of nature, make their 

appearance together, However, as, by the œconomy of a 

1 gardener, they may be thus aſſociated; I hope, the poſ- 
No VII. | 3 
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Pardon for infinite offence (Hand pardon 
Through means that ſpeak its value infinite / 

A pardon bought with blood /—with blood divine! 
With blood divine of HIM I made my foe /— 
Perſiſled to provoke Though wo#d and au d, 
Blejs'd and chaſtisd, a flagrant rebel ſtill /— 
Nor I alone! A rebel univerſe / 

My ſpet ies up in arms Not one exempt ! 
Yet for the fouleſt of the foul, he dies * ! 
* Night-Thoughts, No IV. 
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riſhed heads, and opened their enamelled cups; not 


bedecked with a ſingle tint only, but glowing with 
an intermingled variety of almoſt every radiant hue. 
— Above all aroſe, that noble ornament of a royal e- 
ſcutchcon, the fower-de-luce ; bright with ethereal blue, 
and grand with imperial purple: which formed, by its 
graceful projections, a corniſh or a capital of more 
than Corinthian richneſs ; and imparted the moſt con- 
ſummate beauty to the blooming colonnade. | 

The whole, viewed from the arbour, looked like a 
rainbow, painted upon the ground ; and wanted no- 
thing to rival that reſplendent arch, only the boldneſs 
of its ſweep, and the advantage of its ornamental 
curve. 


To this agrecable receſs Theron had withdrawn him- 


ſelf. Here he fat muſing and thoughtful, with his 
cyc fixcd upon a picture repreſenting ſome magnificent 
ruin. Wholly intent upon his ſpeculation, he never 
perceived the approach of Aſpaſio, till he had reached 
the ſummit of the mount, and was ready to take a 
ſcat by his ſide. 

Aſp. Loſt, Theron! quite loſt in thought ! and unaf- 
fected with all theſe amiable objects; inſenſible amidſt 
this profuſion of beauties, which, from every quar- 


ter, make their court to your ſenſes -Methinks, the 


ſnarling Cynic in his tub, could hardly put on a great- 


er ſeverity of aſpect, than my polite philoſopher in 


his blooming Eden. 

Ther. Ah! 
embelliſh the garden, are familiar to my eye, and 
therefore cheap in my eſteem. I behold them frequent- 


I/; and, for that reaſon, feel but little of the pleaſing 


ſibility of the thing will ſcreen my flowery productions from 
the blaſts of cenſure Or, may I not ſhelter my blooming aſ- 


ſembly, under the remark of a maſterly critic ? which is as 


- pertinent to the caſe, as if it had been written on purpoſe for 


our vindication ; and in all reſpects ſo elegant, that it muſt 
adorn every work, which quotes it; and charm every perſon, 
who reads it, | 

* A painter of nature is not obliged to attend her in her 
flow advances, which the makes from one ſeaſon to another, 


* or to obſerve her conduct in the ſucceſſive production of 


plants and flowers. He may draw into his deſcription all 
the beauties of the ſpring and autumn; and make the whole 


year contribute ſomething to render it more agreeable. His 


« roſe· trees, woodbines, and jeſſamines may flouriſh together; 
and his beds be covered at the ſame time with lilies, violets, 
and amaranthuſes. His ſoil is not reſtrained to any particu- 
c lar ſet of plants, but is proper either for oaks or myrtles, 
e and adapts itſelf to the product of every climate, —Oranges 


may grow wild in it ; myrrh may be met with in every hedge; 


© and if he thinks it proper to have a grove of ſpices, he can 
« quickly command ſun enough to raiſe it. His concerts of 
birds may be as full and harmonious, and his woods as thick 


„and gloomy, as he pleaſes. . He is at no more expence in 
da long viſta, than a ſhort one; and can as eaſily throw his 


« caſcades from a precipice of half a mile high, as from 


one of twenty yards, He has his choice of the winds, and 
can turn the courſe of his rivers, in all the variety of maan- 


„ ders, that are moſt delightful to the reader's imagination. 
In a word, he has the modelling of nature in his own hands, 
and may give her what charms he pleaſes, provided he does 
not reform her too much, and run into abſurdities by en- 


« deavouring to excel. Spect. vol. VI. No 418. 
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my dear friend, theſe flowery toys which! 


nne 


ſurpriſe, which they may poſlibly awaken in a ſtran- 
ger,—Something like this we all experience, with re- 
gard to events infinitely more ⁊worthy our admiring no- 
tice. Elſe, why are we not ſtruck with a mixture of 
amazement, veneration, and delight, at the grand 
machinery and magnificent productions of nature ? 
That the hand of the ALMIGHTY ſhould 
wheel round the vaſt terreſtrial globe, with ſuch pro- 
digious rapidity, and exact punctuality; on purpoſe to 
produce the regular viciflitudes of day and night ; on 
purpoſe to bring on the orderly ſucceſſion of ſeed- time 
and harveſt !—We wonder, when we read of the / 
raelites ſojourning forty years in the deſert, marching 
e and forward over its burning ſands; and 
find neither their cloaths waxing eld * by ſo long a uſe, 
nor their feet ſwelling + with ſuch painful journeys. 
Vet we are neither impreſſed with wonder, nor afftect- 
ed with gratitude, when we enjoy the benefits of the 
air, which clothes the earth as it were with a garment ; 
which has neither contracted any noxicus taint, through 
the extenſive revolution of almoſt fix thouſand years ; 
nor ſuffered any diminution of its natural force, though 
exerciſed in a {ries of unremitted activity, ever ſince 
the elementary operations began. 
This draught in my hand, ſhews us the inſtability 
of the grandeſt, M !aboured monuments of human 
art. They are ſoon ſwept away, among the other 
feeble attempts of mortality ; or remain only, as yuu 
ſee here, in ſhattered ruins; memorials of the vain 
and powerleſs ambition of the builders. —How ſtrange 
then, that a ſtructure, incomparably more tender and 
delicate, ſhould be preſerved to od age, and hoary hairs / 
that the bodily machine, which is ſo exquilite in its 
frame, ſo complicated in its parts, and performs 10 
many thouſands of motions every moment, ſhould 
continue wnimpaired, yet act without intermiſſion, ſo 
many days, and weeks, and months, and years.—How 
ſtrange all this ! yet, becauſe common, how ſeldom does 
it excite our praiſe, or ſo much as engage our notice! 
Aſp. Your remarks are as juſt, as the neglect of 
them is cuſtomary. Unaccountable ſupineneſs! Though 
GOD doth great things, worthy of all obſervation ; 
yea, and wonders without number: we yawn with indo- 
lence, inſtead of being animated with devotion, or 
tranſported with delight. Lo? he geeth before us, in evi- 
dent manifeſtations of wiſdom and power, yet we ſee him 
not; he paſſeth on alſo, and ſcatters unnumbered bleſſings 
from his providential hand, bt wwe perceive him nat . 
This, though greatly culpable, is to be reckoned a- 
mong the ſmalleſt inſtances of our ungrateful inſenſi- 
bility.— Are we not inattentive even to the work of 
redemption? That work, which, according to the 
emphatical declaration of ſcripture, exceeds in glory | ; 
is by far the greateſt, the moſt marvellous of all ſub- 
lunary, perhaps of all divine tranſactions.— Are we 
not ſhamefully unaffected, even with the appearance 
of GOD in human fleſh? Though the EING of 
kings vouchſafes to exchange his throne, for the hu- 
miliation of a ſervant, and the death of a malefactor; 
though he 1s pr dy the imputation of his active 
as well as paſſive obedience, to become the LORD our 
righteouſneſs ; yet— | 
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+ Thouſands—Not to mention the ſpontaneous, if we conſider 
only the mechanical motions, which are continually performedin 
the animal ſyſtem—the digeſtive action of the ſtomach—the ver- 
micular 3 of the bowels—the progreſs of the chyle thro” 
the lacteal veſſels che many, many operations of the te 
4 compreſſion of the lungs, and all their little cel- 
ular lodgments, by every act of reſpiration above all, that 
grand impetus, the ſyſtole of the heart; which, by every con- 
ſtriction, darts the crimſon current through an innumerable 
multitude of arteries, and drives, at the ſame inſtant of time, 
the refluent blood through an innumerable multitude of cor- 
reſponding veins—— Such a view will oblige us to acknow- 
ledge, that Theron's account is far from being extravagant ; that 
it rather dimini/bes,_than exaggerates the real fact. CO TIRE® 
I ob ix. 10. 11.1 


* Deut. viii. 4. 
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Ther. You are taking an effectual way, A/þafio, to 
rouſe me from my revery, and make me indecd Jike 
the ſnarling philoſopher. © Imputed righteouſneſs i; 
© a icheme groſsly frivolous and abſurd ; utterly in. 
ſufficient to anſwer the end propoſed ; and, one 
“ would think, could never be depended on, where 
< there is the leaſt degree of underſtanding, and ca. 
«© pacity for reaſoning *.” 

Ap. Who is warm now, Theron * May 1 not reming 
my friend, that the re/entfu/ is no more fitted to work 
conviction, than the rapturovs *—Perhaps, you have 
not duly conſidered this ſubject ; nor feen it in the pro- 
per point of view. | have ſometimes beheld a ſluip of 
war ſeveral leagues off at ſea. It ſeemed to be a din 
cloudy ſomething, hovering on the ſkirts of the horizon: 
contemptibly mean, and not worthy. of a moment's 
regard. — But, as the floating citadel approached, the 
maſts aroſe ; the fails ſwelled out; its ſtately form, and 
curious proportions, ſtruck the fight. It was no long. 
er a ſhapeleſs maſs, or a blot in the proſpect, but the 
maſter-prece of human contrivance, and the ncble/? ſpec. 
tacle in the world of art. The eye is never weary of | 
Yours gits ſtructure, nor the mind in contemplating its 
ules, 

Who knows, Theron, but this ſacred ſcheme likewiſe, 
which you now look upon as a confuſed heap of errors, 
may very much improve, when more cloſely exami- 
ned; may at length appear a wiſe and benign plan, ad- 
nirably fitted to the condition of our fallen nature, 
and perfectly worthy of all acceptation ? 

Ther. 1 know not what may happen, 4/pa/ſro. But 
there ſeems to be very little probability of ſach achange, 
For, though my laſt oppolition was a mock-fight ; in 
my preſent objections I am very ſincere, and to this 
doctrine I am a determined enemy.—The notion of 1 
ſubſtituted and vicarious righteouſneſs is abſurd even 
to common ſenſe, and to the moſt natural and eaſy re- 
flections of men. 

Aſp. It may not, my dear friend, agree with our 
natural apprehenſions; nor fall in with the method, 
which we might have deviſed, for the ſalvation of man- 
kind. But this is the voice of ſcripture, and a maxim 
never to be forgotten: GO D's thoughts are not as our 
thoughts, nor his ways as our ways +F,—His righteouſneſs 
rs like the flrong mountains, and his judgments are like the 
great deep; the former immoveable, the latter un- 
ſearchable. 

Ther. The mention of mountains puts me in mind 
of what I was reading yeſterday the keen irony, 


* The reader will probably be diſguſted, at this heat of tem- 
per, this a/perity of diction, and both fo abruptly introduced, 
I have no apology to make for my Theron. The reader has 
reaſon to be diſguſted ; has reaſon to be chagrined. Only let 
me deſire him to remember, that this is the very ſpirit, nay theſe 
are the very words, of a celebrated oppoſer of our doctrine ; 
not added, when he has fully proved the abſurdity of the 
ſcheme ; but aſſumed, even upon the entrance to his diſcourſe. 

I have often wondered, that diſputants, eſpecially on reli- 
gious ſubjects, ſhould chuſe to deal in ſuch acrimonious and re- 
proachful language. Does the wrath M man work the rightcou/- 
neſs f COD? Or is a paſſionate invective the proper meaus, 
either to conciliate our affections, or convince our judgment? 
Why ſhould we not write in the ſame genteel and obliging 


. ſtrain, in which we conver/e ? Were we to meet our antagoniſt 


in a friend's parlour, and have a perſonal conference on the 
ſubject, our ſpeech would be kind, and our remonſtrances 
calm; — “ I am ſorry, Sir, that you have eſpouſed ſuch notions. 
© They ſeem to me extremely wrong and equally dangerous. 
© Tam apt to think, you have not duly conſidered, either the 
little ground they have to ſupport them, or the pernicious 
© conſequences that may attend them.” ate 
Why ſhould not our controverſies from the preſs be carried 
on with ſuch a candid and amicable ſtrife? This would certainly 
render them more pleaſing to the reader, more profitable to the 
public, and much more likely to have their deſired effect upon 
our opponent.— For my part, I admire the humanity and'tender- 
neſs of the poet's reſolution, even more than the boldneſs of 
his figures, or the beauty of his expreffion: n 
Tu lapides laqueris, ego Bina verba reponam. 
I II. Iv. 8. 12 t Plal. xxxvi. 6. 


9 8 
with which Ahimelec hs principal officer chaſtiſed the 
bluitering Gaal : Thou jeeſt the ſhadmo of the mountains, 
as if they were Men *. He, it is ſarcaſtically intimated, 
wiz afraid, and my Aſpaſio ſeems to be fond, of ſha- 


dos. 


Aſp. Happy for your Aſpaſio, that irony is no argu- 


ment. If a jury was impannelled to ny me and my 
doctrine, Ifhould certainly except againſt irony. Ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, he is neither @ good man, nor a true, 
And, if I remember right, you yourſelf conſented to 
ſet him aſide in this debate. I ſhall therefore adapt 
my reply, rather to what is ſolid, than what is ſmart. 

« "This notion,“ you ſay, “ is abſurd even to com- 
« mon ſenſe.” —A ſaying, upon which I muſt beg 
leave to put a query. It was, I own, abſolutely beyond 
the power of common ſenſe, unaſſiſted by divine reve- 
lation, to diſcover this truth. I will grant farther, that 
this blefling infinitely tranſcends whatever common 
ſenſe has obſerved in all her converſe with finite things. 
— But, if! have any the leaſt acquairitance with com- 
mon ſenſe, I am very ſure, ſhe w1// not, ſhe cannot pro- 
nounce it an abſurdity. To this judge I refer the cauſe. 

And to chen the cauſe a little, let me juſt obſerve, 
that G O D imputed our ſins to his SON. How elſe 
could the immaculate FESU $ be puniſhed, as the 
moſt inexcuſable tranſgreſſor? Awake, O frword, a- 
gainſt the Man that is my Fellow, ſaith the LORD of 
hoſts Ils not this the voice of a judge, pronouncing 
the ſentence, and authoriſing the execution? Or rather, 
does it not deſcribe the action of juſtice, turning the 
{word from us, and ſheathing it in CHRIST? ho, 
if he was our ſubſtitute with regard to penal ſuffering, 
why may he not ſtand in the fame relation with re- 
gard to juſtifying obedience? There 1s the ſame reaſon 
tor the one, as for the other Every argument in fa- 
vour of the former, is equally concluſive in behalf of 
the latter. 

Ther. I very freely t, that CHRIST FESUS 
was puniſhed in our ſtead; that hig death is the expia- 
tion of our ſin, and the cauſe of our ſecurity from pe- 
nal ſuffering. But this 

Aſp. will undeniably prove, that fin was imputed 
to him; otherwiſe he could not truly ſuffer in our 
{tead, nor be j/?/y puniſhed at all. And imputation 
&« js as reaſonable and NY in one caſe, as in the 
& other ; for they both ſtand upon one and the ſame 
„foot; and, for that reaſon, he who throws down 
% one, throws down both.” —1 ſhould not have inter- 
rupted my Theron, only to introduce this anſwer from 
an eminent divine: who adds, what ſhould be very ſe- 
rioully conſidered; * And therefore whoever rejects 
the doctrine of the imputation of our SAVIOUR's 
« righteouſneſs to man, does, by ſo doing, reject the 
„ 1mputation of man's /in to our SAVIOUR, and 
dall the conſequences of it. Or, in other words, he 
« who rejects the doctrine of the imputation, does, by 
*ſo doing, reject the doctrine of the expiation like · 
& wile J.“ | 

Ther. f know nothing of this divine; and, eminent 
as he is, can hardly take his Tp/e dixit for a deciſion. 

Asp. I was in hopes, you would pay the greater re- 
gard to his opinion, becauſe he is not in the number 
of the whimſical fanatics. 


Give me leave to obſerve farther, that the imputa- 
tion of CHRIST's righteouſneſs, bears an evident 
analogy to another great truth of Chri/tianity, We 
did not perſonally commit Adam's fin, yet are we 
car paeg with guilt, and liable to condemnation, on 

at— * | 


Ther, How! We chargeable with guilt, and liable 


* Judg. ix. 36. + Zech. xiii. 7 
t STAYNos upon faluation ly FESUS'CHREST alone, 
vol. I. p. 334.—Where the reader may find ſeveral weighty 
conſiderations, clearly propoſed and ſtrongly urged, for the ex- 
Planation and eſtabliſhment of this capital doctrine. 


? 
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to condemnation, on account of Adam's tranſgreſſion 
This poſition I muſt deny; I had almoſt faid, I muſt 
abhor. None other could, in the eye of juſtice and 
equity, be blameable for any offence of our firſt pa- 
rents, but they only. | | 

Aſp. So ſays Theron ; but what ſays St Paul? This 
may be the voice of natural reaſon, but what is the 
language of divine revelation? In whom, that is, in A. 
dam, all have finned. 3 waſh 

Ther. The words, if I remember right, are For 
that all have ſinned. | | 

Aſp. In the margin, they are tranſlated, as I have 
repeated them. For this interpretation I might con- 
tend, as not in the leaſt incompatible with the origi- 
nal phraſe , and as the moſt preciſely ſuitable to the 
ſacred argument. But I wave this advantage; let the 
words run into your mould, and the tranſlation take 
your form. They are equally deciſive of the point in 
debate.—They aſſign the reaſon, why death came up- 
on all men; infants themſelves not een ed: For that, 
or inaſmuch as, all have ſinned. How! 
own perſon ; this was utterly impoſſible; but in that 
firſt grand tranſgreſhon of their federal head ; which, 
as it could not be actually committed by them, muſt, 
according to the tenor of the apoſtle's arguing, be im- 
puted to-them. 

Ther. Pray, what do you mean by that ſtiff, and 
to me unintelligible phraſe, federal head? 
Aſp. I mean what Milton celebrates, when he repre- 
ſents the almighty FATHER thus addreſſing his e- 
ternal SON. 


tn 


Be thou in Adam's room 

The head of all mankind, though Adam's ſon. 
As in him periſh all men, ſo in thee, * 

As from a ſecond root, fhall be reſtor'd 

As many as are reſtor'd, without thee none +. 


I mean what the apoſtle teaches, when he calls 
CHRIST the ſecond man f, and the laſt Adam .— 
The ſecond: the laſt! How? Not in a numerical ſenſe; 
not in order of time; but in this reſpect,.— That, as 
Adam was a public perſon, and acted in the Read of 
all mankind; ſo CHRIST was a public perſon, and 
ated in behalf of all his people :—That, as Adam was 
the firſt general repreſentative of this kind, CHRIST 
was the ſecond and the laſt; there never was, and 
there never will be, any other :—That what they ſe- 
verally did, in this capacity, was not intended to fe- 
minate in themſelves, but to ee as many as they re- 
ſpectively repreſented, —This is St Paul's meaning, and 
this is the foundation of the doctrine of imputation. 

Ther. If you build it on na other foundation, than 
your own particular ſenſe of the apoſtle's words, per- 
haps your ground may prove ſandy, and treacherous 
to its truſt. . E "TOLL SO? 

Aſp. 1 build it upon mine, and I deduce it from 
yours, Theron.—But I am far from reſting the whole 
weight of the cauſe upon a _fingle text. It is eſtabliſhed, 
again and again, in this ſame chapter Neither do I 
wonder at the prejudices which de others may 


entertain againſt the doctrine. - It lies quite out of the 


road of reaſon's reſearches : it is among #he*wonderful 


things of GOD's law. This the inſpire 3 fore- 
ſaw, and modelled his diſcourſe accordingly. Like 
ſome ſkilful engineer, who, though he makes the whole 
compaſs of his fortification ſtrong, yet beſtows pecu- 
tar and additional ſtrength on thoſe parts, which he 
apprehends will be expoſed to the fierceſt attack: ſo 
he wiſe, the divinely-wiſe apoſtle, has inculcated, and 
reinculcated, this momentous point; has enforced it 


with all the affiduity of zeal, and eonfirmed it by all 


125 „lap r. Rom. v. 12. Not to mention the famous 
diſtinction of Epictetus, ra nw, nor the well-known adagy of 
Heſiod, e d ore went apirer, See chap, iv. 18, v. 2. of this 
very epiſtle; where the prepoſition' is» is uſed in {/paſio's ſenſe. 

+ Book III. 285. + 1 Cor. xv. 47. | 1 Cor. xv. 45. 
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the energy of expreſſion.—1f through the offence of one 
many be dead The judgment was by one to condemnation 
—By one man's offence death reigned by one By the , 
Fence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation &. 
— That there may remain no poſlibility of miſtaking 
his meaning, or of cluding his argument, he adds, 
By on man's diſobedience, MANY were made finners +. 

Ther. Sin, I am told by a celebrated expoſitor, ſome- 
times ſignifies puni/oment. He farther informs me, that 
we may be ſaid to fin in Adam, not by the imputation 
of his diſobedience to us, but by becoming obnox1ous 
to thoſe ſufferings which were due to his fin. 

Aſp. Then the apoſtle's reaſoning will ſtand in this 
form; Death came upon all men, for that all have fin- 
ned; that is, Death came upon all men, becauſe all 
c have been puniſhed ; or, an obnox1ouſneſs to pu- 
ce niſhment came upon men, becauſe all are become 
« obnoxious to puniſhment.” A g-odly ſtrain of argu- 
mentation for an unerring writer to u'e!—But ſurely 
Gamaliel's pupil would diſclaim, much more would 
CHRIST's ambaſſadpr ſcorn, ſuch weak and unmean- 
ing chicanery. He mentions fin and its puniſhment ; 
but never hints, that they are intended to ſignify on- 
and the ſame thing. He all along maintains a dif- 
tinftion between them ; repreſents the former as the 
cauſe of the latter. Judgment, condemnation, death, 
are owing to /in, offence, diſobedience. It is by the im- 
putation of theſe, that we become obnoxious to thoſe. 

This account is clear, is natural, and wants no ſtrain- 
ed criticiſms to ſupport it. This account demonſtrates 
the equity of that providential government, which 
executes the ſentence of death, even on thoſe de- 
ſcendents of Adam, who have not /inned in their own 
perſons. It alſo illuſtrates the procedure of that ſove- 
reign grace, which treats as righteous, and entitles to 
life, even thoſe believers in FESUS, who have not 
obeyed in their own perſons. — What ſays our church? 
You have a great veneration for the church of England, 


Therun. = 

Ther. 1 have. But I fear, my Aſpaſio has neither 
ſo honourable an opinion of her worſhip, nor ſo {ſteady 
an adherence to her conſtitution : otherwiſe he would 
not ſo highly extol thoſe ambitious and canting hypo- 
crites the Puritans; who were the moſt inveterate ene- 
mies of our excellent eſtabliſhment, and would have 
rejoiced in its utter ſubverſion. | 

Aſp. As to the Puritans, you will do me the juſtice 
to acknowledge, that I ſpeak only of their evangelical 
tenets, abſtracted from all political principles. As to 
myſelf, your fears are friendly, but I truſt they are 
groundleſs. 1 would only alk, Who are to be deemed 
the moſt affectionate and faithful ſons of their ſacred 
mother? — Thoſe, I preſume, who moſt cordially em- 
brace her doctrines, and moſt dutifully ſubmit to her 
precepts. By this touchſtone let my ſidelity be tried. 
And for an immediate trial, be pleaſed to repeat her 
ninth article. | OE x 

Ther. I cannot ſay, that I remember the particular 
words of any, though I have often read, and very 
much approve them all. 

Aſp. I wiſh, you would commit to your memory, 
four or five of the moſt diſtinguiſhed f. They are a 
valuable treaſure, and contain the quinteſſence of the 

ſpel. 225 | 
Se Theſe are the words of the ninth article. Ori- 
« ginal ſin is the fault and * of every man, 
<«< that naturally is ingendered of the offspring of A- 
& dam.“ It is the fault, ſays the pious Biſhop Beve- 
ridge, and therefore we are guilty of it; it is the cor- 
ruption alſo, and therefore we are defiled with it. — 
Our homilies have recourſe to no ſuch palliatives, 
and qualifying interpretations, as my Theron's expoſi- 


* Rom. v. 15. 16. 17. 18. T Rom. v. 19. 
1 Eſpecially, articles IX. X. XI. XII. XIII. 
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1 
tor uſes. One of them affirms point-blank; that « in | 


& Adam all men ſinned univerſally.“ This ſeems to 
he a paraphraſe on the text, whoſe tranſlation you late. 


ly controverted,—In what ſenſe our great poetical di. 


vine underſtood the ſacred writer, is apparent from 
the following words; which are ſuppoſed to have been 
ſpoken by JEHOVAH himſelf: 
| Adam's crime 

Makes guilty all his ſons X. 
And from another pallage; where our rebellious pro- 
genitor, bewailing his Te miſery, and the ex. 
tenſive malignity of his fin, declares, 

In me ll 


Poſterity ſtands curs'd +. 


For my own part, I muſt confeſs, that, if the tran. 
miſſion of original depravity be granted, I know not 
how the imputation of Adam's deſtructive apoſtaſy 
can be denied. If we had no concern in the one, how 
could we be juſtly puniſhed with the other? I ſay pu- 
niſhed. For, to loſe the primitive integrity of our na- 
ture, and inherit a depraved diſpoſition, is at once » 
moſt deplorable calamity, and a moſt terrible puniſh. 
ment. Corruption tranſmitted, and guilt imputed 
ſeem to be doctrines indifſs/ubly connected. To allow 
the former, and reject the latter, is, in my apprehen- 
lion, to acknowledge the effect without admitting the 
cauſe, | 

Ther. To make us parties in a covenant, which we 
did not agree to, can this be equitable? To ruin us 
for a crime, which we never committed, can this he 
merciful? Surely, this is a flagrant injuſtice, never to 
be aſcribed to the all-gracious GO D. A diabolicat 
barbarity, add ſome, never to be mentioned without 
the utmoſt deteſtation. | 

Aſp. I ſee no caule for ſuch a tragical outcry of har- 
barity, nor indeed for any complaint of injuſtice. Not 
to inſiſt upon the ſovereignty of an all-creating G Ob, 
and his unqueſtionable right to ds what he will with 
his ezon |, I would only aſk, Did he not condeſcend 
to tranſact with man, not on the foot of abſolute un- 
controllable authority, but in the honourable and de- 
lightful way of a covenant *—Were not the terms of 
this covenant perfectly eafy, and wonderfully gracious? 
Wonderfully gracious for they propoſed a ſtate of in- 
conccivable and everlaiting felicity || to creatures, who 
were entitled to no happineſs ; had not the leaſt claim 
to any good; no, not ſo much as to the privilege of 
exiſtence. 2 eaſy : for what was the condition 
on man's part? Not any rigorous act of duty, nor 
ſevere courſe of ſelt-denial, but the free enjoyment of 
millions of bleflings and pleaſures, with only the pro- 
hibition of one pernicious indulgence. Here then i; 
made, on one hand, a promiſe of the moſt glorious re- 
ward that G O D himſelf could give; and nothing re- 
quired, on the other, but the /malle/? expreſſion of 
allegiance that man himſelf could wiſh. And is this 
injuſtice ? is this barbarity ? 

Ther. All this was equitable enough with regard to 
Adam but why ſhould we be condemned for his vio- 
lation of the covenant? Or how was ſuch a conſtitu- 
tion of things gracious, with reſpect to us ? 

Aſp. © Why condemned, ?” Becauſe we ſhould 
have been partakers of the benefit and the glory, if 
he had perſevered in his duty. To this, I preſume, 
none would object. And if they would not to the one, 
they ought not to the other. | | 
Lou aſk farther, How was ſuch: a conſtitution. 
of things gracious with reſpect to us?“ —I anſwer, 
Becauſe it was the mo/? likely means to ſecure the hap- 
pineſs of us and all mankind. Was not Adam, of all 
perſons, by far the beſt qualified to act as a general 


+ Book X. 817. 
| Luke x. 28. 


MIL rox, book III. 290. 
+ Math. xx. 15. | 
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> had a perfection of knowledge to diſcern his 
2 Wow) a eon of holineſs to capacitate him 
tor obedience, and a perfection of happineſs diſpoſing 
him to perſeverance. As none could have more emi- 
neut qualifications, none could have fo many obligations. 
His own welfare, both bodily and ſpiritual, was at ſtake : 
the eternal intereſts of his riſing family, and of his re- 
moteſt poſterity, were depending: the lives, the ſouls, 
the everlaſting all of the whole human race, were em- 
parked on the (ingle bottom of his lidelity. Therefore 
the felicity of every individual that ſhould {pring from 
his loins, was a freih motive to vigilance, an addition- 
al engagement to duty *,—As his love to his offspring 
was more refined, more exalted, more godlike than 
ours, all theſe conſiderations and inducements muſt 
operate upon him, in their tulicit ſcope, and with the 
ſtrongeſt energy. What an entrenchment was here to 
kecp out diſobedience, and ward off ruin! An entrench- 
ment deep as hell, high as heaven, wide as the whole 
extent of the human ſpecies. 

Here then I may venture to throw the gauntlet, 
and challenge the whole world. Let the molt penetra- 
ting mind deviſe a ſcheme, ſo witely and graciouſly 
cal culated to, aſcertain the ſucceſs of a probationary {tate. 
ic this be impracticable, then muſt every mouth be 
ſtopped : no tongue can have the leaſt reaion to com- 
plain: I, for my part, ſhall think myſelt obliged to 
admire the benignity of my CREATOR“s conduct: 
and G0 D may juſtly demand of all intelligent crea- 
tures, Mhat could have been done more for the preſerva- 
tion and felicity of mankind, that [ have not done f: 

Eſpecially, when to all this we add, that the ſame 

almighty BEING, who appointed Adam to be our 
repreſentative in the firſt covenant, without aſking our 
aftual conſent ; appointed alſo CHRIST to be our 
repreſentative in the ſecond covenant, without ſtay- 
ing for our adtual elicitation. When we take this in- 
to the account, there remains not the leaſt ſhadow of 
injuſtice z but goodneſs, tranſcendent goodnels, ſhincs 
forth with the brighteſt luſtre. : 
Ther. Goodneſs, Aſpaſio ! This is ſurpriſing indeed. 
Why, if Adam's tranſgreſſion be laid to our charge, 
we are damnable creatures, the very moment we exit; 
and are liable to the torments of hell, even on account 
of his diſobedicnce. To term this goodnels, is the 
greateſt of paradoxes! to affirm it of the DEITY, 
is little leſs than blaſphemy ! : 

Aſp. Let us be calm, my dear friend, and conſider 
the caſe impartially. If it is not a real truth, I thall 
be as willing to relinquith it, as yourſelf. 

Is not death, eternal death, the wages of every in? 
And if of every fin, then doubtleſs of original; which 
is the ſountain, from whence all the ſtreams of actual 
iniquity flow; or rather the abyſs, from whence all 
the torrents pour. — That which could not be par- 
doned, but by the humiliation and agonies of GOD's 
adorable SON, may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to de- 
ſerve the moſt dreadful vengeance. And it is affirm- 
cd, by an authority which you will not diſpute, that, 
for original as well as actual ſin, the offering of 
* CHRIST 1s a propitiation and ſatisfaction +.” 

Does not St Paul deliver it as a maxim in divini- 
ty, That, by the offence of one, Adam he undoubtedly 
Tcans, judgment came upon all men to'condemnation ||? 
The import of the words, together with the connec- 


Should any perſon imagine himſelf more capable of ſtand- 
ing than Adam, who was endowed with all the perſections of 
an innocent, holy, godlike nature; I think, by this very ima- 
gination, he begins to fall; fall into pride.-—Should any per- 
ſon ſuppoſe, that, from a view to his own particular ſalvation, 
he would continue faithful; when Adam was not engaged to 
fidelity, from a regard to his own and the final happineſs of all 
his poſterity ; he ſeems to be juſt as wiſe as the mariner, who 
perſuades himſelf, that, though a thouſand anchors could not ſe- 
cure the ſhip in a ſtorm, yet one might have done it efle ctually. 


+ If. v. 4. f Article XXXI. | Rom. v. 18. 
No VII. . 
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tion of the paſſage, lead us to underſtand this of a con- 
demnation to eternal miſery.—T he import of the words : 
tor they are doubled *, to make them peculiarly ſtrong 
in their ſignification; and each word, within the 
compals of this very epiſtle, is uſed in that awful la- 
titude of meaning f. The connection of the paſſage : be- 
cauſe it ſtands oppoſed to that juſtification which is 
unto life. This, we are ſure, includes the idea of an 
everlaſting duration. And why ſhould its tremendous 
counterpart be leſs extenfive ? 4 8 
This tenſe is evidently patronized, and this doctrine 
molt peremptorily aſſerted, by our eſtabliſhed church. 
What fays the book of al when treating of the 
miſeries conſequent upon the fall? © This ſo great 
and milerable a plague, if it had only reſted on A- 
dam, who firſt oftended, it had been much eaſier, 
and might the better have been borne. But it 
tell not only on him, but alſo on his poſterity 
and children for ever; ſo that the whole brood of 
Adam's race ſhould -ſuſtain the ſelf-ſame fall and pu- 
niſhment, which their foretather by his offence moſt 
juſtly had deſerved j.”—Leſt any thould miſappre- 
hend the deſign of our reformers, and ſuppoſe the pu- 
nichment to conſiſt only of ſome bodily ſuffering, or the 
loſs of unmortality, it is added in the ſame alarming diſ- 
courſe : © Neither Adam, nor any of his, had any right 
<« or intereſt at all in the kingdom of heaven; but 
* were become plain reprobates and caſtaways, bein 
* perpetually damned to the everlaſting pains of hell.” 
Leit you ſhould imagine, this might be written un- 
der a ſaily of haity zeal, or that it is to be reckoned 
among the doting opinions of a credulous antiquity ; 
let me remind my triend, that it is ingrafted into che 
articles ; thoſe articles, which were approved by the 
archbiſhops and biſhops of both provinces ; were ra- 
tified by the general conſent of the clergy; and are, 
to this day, the national ſtandard of .our belief. The 


c& 
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ninth article, beginning with a deſcription of our de- 


praved nature, ſubjoins an account of its proper de- 
fert: “ In every perſon born into the world, it de- 
« ſerveth GO D's wrath and damnation ||.” 

Ther. How miſerable then is man! 

Aſp. In hin/elf he is miſerable beyond expreſſion. 

ut a conviction of this miſery is the beginning of 
all happineſs. The valley of Achor is a door ef hope J. 

Ther. Explain Yourſelf, Aſpaſio. You ſeem to deal 
very much in the incomprehenſibles. 

Aſp. Such a conviction would demonſtrate the ab/6- 
lute inſufficiency of all human attainments, and all hu- 
man endeavours, to procure life and ſalvation.— For, 


in caſe we could perform every jot and tittle of the 


divine law, offend in no inſtance, fall ſhort in no de- 


gree, perſevere to the very end; yet this would be no 


more than our preſent bounden duty. Not the leaſt 
pittance of merit could ariſe from all this. Much leſs 
could this be ſufficient toexpiateoriginalguilt, orremove 
the dreadful entail of the primitive all-deſtroying ſin. 

This, therefore, would moſt effectually preclude every 


falſe confidence, and fwweep away, at one ſtroke, every © 


refuge of lies ++. It would lay us under an immediate, in- 


* Kpils ug 70 nalaxpr: Rom. ii. 3. iii. 8. viii, 1. 
t Homily on the nativity of CHRIST, 


| I am ſurpriſed to ſee a learned author attempting to ſheath | 


the fling of this awful denunciation ;. attempting to prove, that 
the words © do not fignify GO D's eternal wrath, and the dam- 
% nation of hell.”—1 ſhall take no pains to confute what he is 
pleaſed to advance. I leave the queſtion in the reader's own 


breaſt, Let him diſcover, if he can, a different meaning in the 


ſentence. Unleſs he has a pretty ſhrewd knack at Jophiftry, 
I am perſuaded, he will find jt a difficult matter to give an y-other 


- 


tolcrable turn to the paſlage—Surely it muſt be a reproach to 


our venerable mother, if ſhe delivers her doctrine in language 


ſo fallacious, as muſt neceſſarily miſlead the generality of her | 


ſons; or in terms ſo ab/ruſe, as even a good underſtanding can- 


+ Hoſ. ii. 15. Achor ſigniſies trouble. 
++ If, xxviii. 17. | | 


. 


not develop, without ſome proficiency in critical legerdemain. 


e 


diſpenſable, and happy neceſſity, of betaking ourſelves 
to CHRIS T. I ſay happy neceſſity; becauſe then we 
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ſhould know, experience, what each part of our 
LOR D's awful yet tender declaration meaneth ; 0 


Iſrael ! thou beſt deſtroyed thyſelf; but in ME is thy 
/p *#,—— We thould then find, that as ſin and miſery 
have abounded through the firſt Adam, mercy and 
e have much more abounded through the ſecond. 
For, if we were ruined by a crime which we commit- 
ted not, we are recovered by a righteouſneſs which 
we performed not: A righteouſneſs infinitely ſurpaſ- 
ſing whatever we could have acquired; even though 
our nature had been tranſmitted to us, free from any 
depravity, and exempt from all guilt. 

Ther. In your opinion then, and according to your 
ſcheme, ſalve and a regimen are better than a ſound con- 
{titution. : 

Aſp. No, Theron. My opinion is, that none can 
think himſelf aggrieved, or have any reaſon to com- 
plain, at that grand and beneſicent regulation, which ſuf- 
fers the glimmering taper to be obſcured or extinguiſhed, 
but ſheds abroad the boundle/s and majeſtic beams of 
day. And if any compariſon be made between the 
moſt perfect human obedience, and the everlaſting di- 
vine righteouſneſs of CHRIST, it thould be taken 
from the glimmering taper and the meridian fun. 

Ther. I cannot perſuade myſelf to admire ſuch my- 
ſterious and unaccountable notions. They mult puz- 
ale ſome, will offend others; but cannot edify any. 

Aſp. This point, That we all died in Adam; were 
undane by his apoltaſy ; cannot puzzle the ſimpleſt, if 
unprejudiced mind. — Nor will it d any but the 
proud philoſopher, or the ſelt-righteous moraliſt. And I 
aſſure you, 1 ſhould not mention it, much leſs inſiſt 
upon it, did it not ſubſerve, and in a very ſingular 
manner, the purpoſes of edification. The doarine of 
2 REDEEMER obeying and dying in our ſtead, is 
the very hinge and centre of all evangelical revela- 
tions; is the very life and foul of all evangelical bleſ- 
ſings. This doctrine is not a little illuſtrated, and 
comes greatly recommended, by the imputation of 
Adam's ſin. 

Contraries, you know, caſt light upon, and ſet off 
each other. Winter and its ſevere cold, make ſpring 
and its chearing warmth more ſenſibly perceived, and 
more highly pleaſing. Such an influence has the pre- 
ſent ſubject, with reſpect to the vicarious obedience of 
our MEDLATOR. 'The more clearly we ſee the reality 
of the firſt, the more thoroughly we ſhall diſcern the 
® expediency, the excellency, the glory of the laſt. The more 
wee are humbled under a conviction of the former, 
the more we ſhall covet, or the more we ſhall triumph 
in, the enjoyment of the latter.— The apoſtle draws a 
long parallel, or rather forms a ſtrong contraſt between 
them, in the fifth chapter to the Romans. He ſpeaks 
copiouſly of Adam's guilt, imputed to all mankind for 
condemnation and death; that he may ſpeak the more 
acceptably, the more charmingly of CHRIS Ts righ- 
teouſneſs, imputed to all believers for juſtification and 
life. In that dark ground, he well knew, this faireſt 
lovelieſt flower of Chriſtianity appears with peculiar 
beauty ; indeed with all the beauty of conſummate 
wiſdom, and adorable benignity. 

Ther. It really feems to me a thing impoſſible, that 
one man's righteouſneſs ſhould be made another's. 
Can one man live by the ſoul of another ? or be learn- 
ed by the learning of another? Good Apa, never 
attempt to maintain ſuch palpable abſurdities. They 
will 20 Chriſtianity to the ſcorn of infidels. 


Cal will be, like all their other cavils, not the voice 
of reaſon, but the clamour of prejudice, 

My friend's objection inſinuates, what we never aſ- 
ſert, that the ſence of this righteouſneſs is transfuſed 
into believers : which would doubtleſs be in fact im- 


* Hoſ xiii. 9. -. 


AND 


may, according to the received maxims of mankind, 


even to the 


infidels ſcoff at this comfortable truth, their 


* 


poſſible, as it is in theory abſurd. — But this we diſa. 
vow, as ſtrenuouſly as you can oppoſe. The REDEFM. 
ER's righteouſneſs is made ours, not by infuſion, but 
by imputation. The very terms we uſe, may acquit us 
from ſuch a ridiculous charge; as imputation ſignifieg 
&« a placing to the account of one, what is done b 
« another.” Accordingly we believe, that the eſlence 
of this righteouſneſs abides in CHRIST, but is pla- 
ced to our account; that CHRIST, and CHRIST 
alone, actually performed it; that CHRIST, and 
CHRIST alone, perſonally poſſeſſes it; but that per. 
forming it in our ſtead, and poſlefling it as our cove- 
nant-head, GO D imputes it to us, - GO accepts 
us for it, accepts us as much, as if we had, on our 
own behalf and in our own perſons, ſeverally ful. 
led it. 

Though one man cannot hve, be actuated with a 
principle of lite, by the ſoul of another; yet you muſt. 
allow, that one man, nay, that many men may live, 
be continued in the poſſeſſion of life, for the rig hteouſ- 
neſs of another. Or elſe 70 muſt do, what I am ſure 
you abhor ;—you mult charge with abſurdity and im- 
pollibility, even the declaration of the DEITY; / 
[ find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then will] 
ſpare all the place FOR THEIR SAKES X. 

Ther. Not all your rehnements can reconcile me to 
this uncouth notion.—The practice is unexampled, and 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with the rules of di/tributive 
Juſtice, 

Aſp. Ah! my Theron, if we ſeek an example of 
G0 D's unbounded goodneſs amongſt the puny pro- 
ceedings of men, we ſhall be led into the moſt egre- 
gious miſapprehenſions. To meaſure one of the ſparks 
on your ring, and fancy we have taken the dimenſion 
of the Alps or the Andes, would be, in compariſon of 
this error, a ſmall nuſtake. Since between a brilliant 
ſpeck, and a range of mountains, there is ſome pro- 
E but between human beneficence, and this 

eavenly bounty, there cannot poſſibly be any.—How- 
ever, the all-condeſcending CREATOR has becn 
pleaſed, ſo to diſpenſe his infinitely-rich grace, that 
we may find, though nothing parallel, nothing corre- 
ſpondent, yet ſome aint ſhadow of its manner, a- 
mong the affairs of mankind ; ſomething that may 
perhaps give us ſuch an idea of the ſtupendous ſub- 
ject, as a g/ow-worm would give of the ſun's ſplendor, 
in caſe a perſon had never beheld that . lu- 
minary.— This remark I muſt entreat you to recollect, 
whenever I attempt to elucidate the myſteries of the 
goſpel, by the occurrences of common life. | 

When your worthy miniſter was diſabled, by a rheu- 
matic diſorder, from attending on the buſineſs of his 
function, ſeveral of the neighbouring clergy gave him 
their aſſiſtance. Was he not, by this vicarious per- 
formance of his oflice, entitled to all the profits of his 
living ?—lt ſeems therefore not ſo unexampled a thing, 
for one perſon to act in another's ſtead. And when a 
ſervice 1s thus diſcharged by the proxy, the benefit 


accrue to the LNG OG not Fehu's deſcendents, 
ourth generation 4, reap the advantage 
of their great grandfather's zeal? Does not the Duke 
of X*** enjoy the honours and rewards, won by the 
tword of a victorious anceſtor ? And may not the 
whole world of believers, with equal, with far greater 
juſtice, receive life and falvation, on account of their 
all· deſerving SAVIOUR? Eſpecially ſince he and 
they are one myſtical body; - repreſented as ſuch in 
ſcripture, and conſidered as ſuch by GOD. 

No, fay you: this is contrary to the rules of diſ- 
tributive juſtice. What is your idea of aSURETTY 
How was the affair ſtated, and how were matters ne- 

otiated, with relation to your generous acquaintance 
Pgilande- He, you know, was bound for an unfor- 


tunate brother, who lately ſtepped aſide. 
+ 2 Kings x. 30. 


1 Gen, xvii. 26. 
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e deb his brother's abſconding, de- 
508 Kc . He was reſponſible for all, 
and obliged to pay the whole ſum. , 

Aſp. Was not his payment as ſati factor to the cre- 
ditor, as if it had been paid in the debtor's own per- 
ſon, by the debtor's own hand ? 

Ther. Certainly. ; 1 

Aſp. Was not the debtor, by this vicarious payment, 
releaſed from all fear of proſecution, and acquitted from 
any future demand on this ſcore ? 

He was. N 

45. Apply this inſtance to the redemption of ſin- 
ners by FESUS CHR IST; who is, in the ſacred 
writings, expreſsly ſtyled a SU RETT *.—If Philan- 
er's act was deemed, in the eſtimation of law, the 
act of his brother; if the deed of the former was im- 
puted, in point of advantage, entirely to the latter; 
why ſhould not the fame ellects take place, with re- 
gard to the divine bondſman, and poor inſolvent ſin- 
ners? Why ſhould that be exploded in our ſyſtems of 
divinity, which is univerſally admitted in our courts 
of juſtice? 

Ther. Obedience and righteouſneſs are, in the na- 
ture of the things themſelves, perſonal qualities, and only 
ſo. Every man is that only (and can be nothing elle) 
which he is in himſelf. 5 g 

4/p. Righteouſneſs, as dwelling in us, is undoubted- 
ly a perſonal quality; and obedience, as performed by 
us, comes under the ſame denomination. But does 
this ſuperſede the neceſſity, or deſtroy the exiſtence of 
imputed righteouſneſs ?—Your firſt propoſition is am- 
biguous. Let it ſpeak diſtinctly ; add inberent to your 
righteouſneſs ; and the ſenſe d determinate, but 

e argument falls to the ground. 
= — man is that only (and can be nothing elſe) 
« which he is in himſelf.“ If I had never ſeen the 
Bible, I ſhould have yielded my ready aftent to this 
propoſition. But, when I open the Old Teſtament, 
and find it written by the prophet, In the LORD 
ſhall all the houſe of Iſrael be juſtified +; when I turn 
to the New Teſtament, and hear the apoſtle ſaying, 
Ye are complete in HTM, wwho 1s the head of all principa- 
lities and powers | ; I cannot concur with Theron, with- 
out contradicting revelation.—1/rae/, or the true be- 
liever, is ſaid to be juſtified; and the foundation of 
this blefling is declared to be, not in himſelf, but in 
the IL. OR D. The Coloffians are ſaid to be complete; 
which, we are very certain, they were not in them- 


ſelves; and are expreſsly aſſured, they were ſo in 


CHRIS. Hence it appears quite contrary to my 
friend's aſſertion, that ſinners both have and are that 
in CHRIST, which they neither have nor are in 
themſelves. They have, by imputation, a righteouſneſs 
in CHRIST; they are, by this imputed righteouſ- 
neſs, complete before GO D. ö 
believe, your miſtake proceeds from neglecting to 
dittinguiſh between IxHE RENT and Id rf ED. We ne- 
ver ſuppoſe, that a profane perſon is devout, or an in- 


temperate perſon ſober. This is inhefent righteouſneſs. 


But we maintain, that the profane and intemperate, 
being convinced of their iniquity, and betaking them- 
ſelves to the all-ſufticient SAVIOUR for redemp- 
tion, are intereſted in the merit both of his life and of 
his death. This is imputed righteouſneſs, We farther 
atirm, that, though really abominable in themſelves, 
they are fully accepted by G OD, for his beloved 
d ON's fake. This is ju/tification through imputed 
righteouſneſs. . | 

However ſtrange this may ſeem, it is no precarious 
or unwarrantable opinion, but the clear and poſitive 
declaration of ſcripture. He juſtifieth, he abſolves 
from guilt, he treats as righteous hom? Upright, 
obedient, finleſs $1, | This were nothing extra- 


+ If. xtv, 25. + Col. ii. 10, 
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ordinary No; but he ju/t;feth the ungodly *, that believe 
in the LORD FESUS; imputing as the ground of 
this juſtification, Sheir treſpaſſes to him, and his righ- 
teouſneſs to them. | 

Ther. I ſee no occaſion for ſuch nice diſtinctions, and 
metaphyſical ſubtilties, in plain popular divinity. Hard 
terms and abſtruſe notions may perplex the head, but 
ſeldom improve the heart. 

Aſp. Why then do you oblige us to make uſe of 
them? If ſome people twiſt and entangle the reins, it 
behoves others to clear them of the embarrafiment, and 
replace them in their due order. Many writers, either 
from an artful deſign, or through a ſtrange inadver- 
tence, have jumbled and confounded theſe two v 
different ideas. Hence they have ſtarted objections to 
our doctrine, which, the moment you introduce this 
obvious diſtinction, vaniſh into air. They fall into a 
miſtake of their own, and then charge the abſurdity 


upon others. ä 


I am no more fond of hard terms, and abſtruſe no- 
tions, than my Theron. Neither can I think the inſtance 
before us fo abſtruſe a notion. I am very certain, you 
are capable of comprehending much higher and nicer 
reſinements. Therefore I muſt once again entreat you 
to remember the very material difference between inhe- 
rent and imputed righteouſneſs. The former is the eſ- 
{ence of ſanctiſication; the latter is the ground of juſti- 
fication. By this, we are reſtored to the favour of 
GOD; by that, we are made meet for his heavenly 
kingdom.—Let this diſtinction, which is eaſy, which 
is ſcriptural, which is important, take place; and we 
may for the future diſmiſs what you call, the metaphy- 
ſical ſubtilties. Our diſagreement will ceaſe, and our 
opinions tally. | | 

Ther. I queſtion that, Aſpaſio. There are other dif- 
ficulties to be got over, before I can digeſt ſo crude an 
opimon.—lf we are juſtified by the righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, then the righteouſneſs which juſtifies man- 
kind 1s already wrought out. 

Aſp. And this you take to be a moſt enormous falſe- 
hood. Whereas, I look upon it as a moſt delightful 
truth.The righteouſneſs which juſtifies ſinful man, 
was /et on foot, when G O D ſent forth his 8 O N from 
the habitation of his holineſs and glory, to be born of a 
woman, and made ſubject to the law.—lt was carried on, 
through the whole courſe of our $ A VI O U R's life; 
in which he always did ſuch things, as were pleaſing 
to his heavenly FAT H E R. lt was completed at that 
ever-memorable, that grand period of time, when the 
blefled EMMANU EL bowed his dying head ; and 
cried, with a ſtrong triumphant voice, Ir 1s F1iNiSHED, 

If the juſtifying righteouſneſs was to be vanes 
ourſelves, we could never be truly and fully juſtified ti 
death; till our warfare is accompliſhed, and our /af# 
act of obedience exerted. But how uncomfortable is 


ſuch a notion! How miſerabte would it render our. 


lives! And how directly does it run counter to the de- 


termination of the apoſtle, 77 art juſtified . 

Ther. Soothed then with this plea A may 
not the /ibertine ſay to his ſoul 1--< „take thine 
« eaſe in the moſt indolent ſecurity. All my carnat 


c appetites, indulge yourſelves without reſtraint. Con- 
« ſcience, be under no ſolicitude to live ſoberly, righ- 
e teouſly, and godlily. For the work it done; all dune 
* to my hands. I am like ſome fortunate heir, whoſe 
“ parents have been fuccetsfully induſtrious ; and 
have left nothing to exerciſe the diligence of their 
« ſurviving fon, but only to poſſes the inheritatice, 
&« and hve on labours not his own.” eine 


Ap. The libertine, who only ſpeculates or diſputes, 
may indeed abuſe the de&trine of grace. But the be 
liever, who feels the of grace, witt improve it to 
better purpoſes. Where the former only fuftuates in 
the underſtanding, ſuch deteſtable contained 7 may 


Rom. iv. 5. 
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enſue. Where the latter operates on the heart, it will 
always produce very different ciſects. Such a perion, 
trom ſuch a faith, will be no more inclined to inactivity 
or licentiouſneſs, than our bury humming companions 
are inclined, by this briglit ſunihine and all thoſe ex- 
panded bloſloms, to /eep away their hours in the hive. 
And you may as ſoon expect to ſee thele colonies of the 
ipring, ſwarming in December, clinging to an icicle, or 
diſperſing themſelves to gather honcy on the ſnow ; as 
to ſee a truly-gracious man, who i dead to fin, living any 
longer therein “. Whoever, therefore, 10 ſhamerully 
perverts ſo ſweet and giorious a doctrine, is a witneis 
azainſt himſelf, that he has neither lot nor portion 1n 
the ineſtimable privilege. If an animal fuck poiton 
from the moſt wholetome herbs, we are ture, from that 
infallible indication, it is the vile ſpider, or ſome eng 
venomed inſect, not the valuable and induſtrious bee. 

Ther. Truly, Aſpaſio, I know not how to call that doc- 
trine ſweet, much leſs can I recommend it as wholeſome, 
which renders repentance, perſonal retormation, and in- 
herent rectitude, needleſs. And it your tenet is once re- 
ceived, all theſe duties may fairly be diſmiſſed. So that 
if the thing was poſlible, yet it would be pernicious, 

. The prophet was of another mind: They Shall 
look on him <whom they have pierced, and mourn t. Sinners 
{hall look, by faith, to their crucified LORD ; thall 
{ee him faitened with nails to the curſed tree; tee him 
ſtabbed to the heart by the bloody ipear. And remem- 
bering, that this was the puniſhment due to their pro- 
vocations ; believing, that, by this puniſhment, they are 
freed from all penal ſutterings, and entitled to all {p1- 
ritual bleſſings ; they ſhall not be tempted to tranigrels, 
but incited to mourn; not play the profligate, but act 
the penitent. The apoſtle exactly agrees with the pro- 
phet; and both are diametrically oppoſite to my friend; 
The goudneſs, the tranſcendent and amazing goodneſs 
of GOD our SAVIQOU R, inſtead of diverting from, 
leadeth to repentance }. 

Far from obſtructing, it powerfully promotes, per- 
ſonal reformation, For thus faith that all-wiſe BEING, 
who intimately knows our frame, and diſcerns what is 
moſt effectual to work upon our minds; The grace of 
G OD, which bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared; teach» 
ing us, that, denying all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we 
ſhould live ſoberly, righteou/ly, and godlily in this preſent 
evil world ||. Grace, you oblerve, even that gloriouſly- 
free grace, which bringeth ſalvation to unworthy crea- 
tures, is a difſuaſive of all vice, and an encourage- 
ment to every virtue. | 

As to inherent rectitude, how can that be rendered 
needleſs by imputed righteouſneſs? Is health render- 
ed inſigniſicant, by the abundance of our riches ? 
Does eaſe become ſuperfluous, through the beauty of 
our apparel ?—Holineſs is the Health of our fouls, and 
the eaſe of our minds. Whereas, ungovernable paſ- 
ſions create keener anguiſh, than a brood of vipers 
gnawing our boſoms. Inordinate deſires are a more in- 
tolerable nuiſance, than ſwarms of locuſts infeſting our 
abodes. To regulate thoſe, and to reſtrain theſe, can 
never be needleſs, till comfort and ſorrow change their 
properties; till the diabolical nature becomes equally 
deſirable with the divine. 

Ther. The believer, indeed, out of mere generoſity, 
may, if he pleaſe, add works of righteouſneſs of his 
own. But his main intereſt is ſecure without them. 

Aſp. Rather, Theron, he muſt out of duty, he w1ll 


out of gratitude, and from the new diſpoſition of his 
nature he cannot but, add to his faith works of righ- 


teouſneſs. | — 

How runs the heavenly edict, in this caſe made and 
provided ? I will, that they who have believed in GOD, be 
careful to maintain good works 4. How beats the pulſe of 


* * Rom. vi. 2. + Zech. xi. 10. 
1 Rom. ii. 4. | Tit. ii. 11. 12. 


J Tit. ili; 8. The original word sg has a beauty and 


a believing ſoul? You may feel it, in that truly. ge. 
nerous demand, made by the P/al/miſt : What halt I 
render unto the LO RD for all the benefits that he hath 
done unto me * A grateful heart wants not the 

but is a ſpur to itfelt.—How leans the bias of his na. 
ture? He is new-born; created in CHRIST FESUgS 
unto good works +; his delight is in the law of the 
LORD f. And whatever is our ſupreme delight, we 
are ſure to proſecute, and proſecute with ardour. |, 
cannot but eat the things which we have ſeen and 
heard ||, was the orofelſion of the apoſtles ; and, if 
applied to practical godlineſs, is the experience of the 
Chriſtian, 

Nor can his main intereſt be ſecure without a holy 
obedience. Becauſe the Judge of the world, at tlie 
day of eternal retribution, will declare to the workers 
of iniquity ; I never knew you ; depart from me : Be. 
cauſe holineſs, though not the cauſe of our admit. 
tance to the beatitic viſion, is ſo neceſſary a qualiſica- 
tion, that without it no man hall ſee the LO RD N. 
Without it, there is no acceſs to heaven, neither could 
there be any enjoyment in heaven. 


Ther. Pray, recolle& yourſelf, Aſpaſio. According 
to the tenor of your own illuſtration, the neceſſity of 
perſonal obedience is evidently vacated. For how can 
the law demand a debt of the principal, which has 
been fully diſcharged by the ſurety ? 

Ajp. The debt of penal ſuffering, and the debt ot 
perfect obedience, are fully diſcharged by our divine 
SURELY : ſo that we are no longer under a neceſſty 
of obeying, in order to obtain an exemption from 
puniſhment, or to lay the foundation for our final ac- 
ceptance. We arc nevertheleſs engaged, by many other 
obligations, to walk in all dutitul and conſcientious 
regard to the law. Becauſe—this is the moſt authentic 
proof of our love to the gracious REDEEMER; 
If ye love me, keep my commandments ++ :— This is a com- 
fortable evidence of our union with that exalted head; 
He that abideth in me, and I in him, the ſame bringeth 
forth much fruit {| :-—This is alſo the moſt effectual me- 
thod of adorning our profeſſion,” of magnifying its 
Author, and of winning our neighbours to embrace 
the goſpel ; Let your light, the light of your exempla- 
ry converſation, not only appear, but ine before nen; 
that they, ſeeing your good works, may think honourably 
of your religion ; may glorify your FAT HER which 
is in heaven; and ſay, Wich thoſe proſelytes mendoned 
by the prophet, We will go with) you. 

Do we then make void the lato, through the imputed 
righteouſneſs of our LORD? No, verily: but 
if gratitude to our dying SAVIOUR have any 
conſtraining influence; if a concern for our own com- 
fort have any perſuaſive energy; if there be any thing 
inviting, any thing deſirable in the proſpect of ho- 
nouring G OD, and edifying man,—we eſtabliſb the 
law. By all theſe generous, manly, endearing mo- 


tives, we enforce its precepts, and provide for its ob- 
ſervance. 


an energy, which, I believe, it is impoſſible for our langnage 
to preſerve, by any literal tranſlation. It implies, that a belic- 
ver ſhould not only be exerciſed in, but eminent for, all good 
works; thould ſbew others the way, and outftrip them in the 
honourable race; be both a pattern, and a patron of univerſal 


godlineſs. 


fal. cxvi. 12. + Eph, ii. 10. + Pſal. i. 2. 
Cannot but — This is an expreſſion uſed by the apoſtles, 
Acts iv. 20. It deſcribes the genuine and habitual propenſity 
of tbeir new nature. As the compaſſionate bowels cannot but 


7 yearn at ſpectacles of miſery; as the benevolent heart cannot 


but dilate with pleaſure, at the fight of a brother's happineſs ; 
ſo the new creature in CHRIST cannot but deſire to glority 
and delight to obey, the ever · bleſſed GO D. | 
+ Matt. vii. 23. „ Fleb. xii. 14. 
tt John xiv. 15. * It John XV. 5. | | 
| Matth.v. 16. Therefore, by our LORD in this place, 


and by St. Paul in his Epiſtle to Titus, good works are called 


Kena wh, graceſul, beautecus, ornamental. 
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Ther. Should we admit this doctrine, mankind 
could no longer be conſidered as in themſelves, and 
ſolely in themſelves accountable creatures. Nor would 
the Aature judgment be an equztable diſtribution of re- 
wards and puniſhments ; but only G O D's awful and 
uncontrollable execution of his own arbitrary and ir- 
reverſible decrees. 
Aſp. I have never been accuſtomed to conſider man- 
kind, under the goſpel-diſpenſation, as accountable 
vlely in themſelves : becauſe, in this comfortable and 
benign ſcheme, a MEDIA TOR intervenes ; under- 
takes to anſwer for his people; and bears the chaſti/e- 
ment of their peace. Were we accountable ſolely in our- 
ſelves, CHRIST, as our great HIGH PRIEST, 
would be ſet aſide; and his ſacrifice, as a propitiation 
for ſin, be of none effect. | 
Why may not the future 1212 be an equitable 
diſtribution of rewards and puniſhments? If thoſe 
who reject the atonement of the dying 2 SUS, 
and refuſe to depend on his conſummate 115 teouſneſs, 
are left to ſtand or fall according to the iſſue of their 
own obedience; if believers, on the other hand, are 
accepted through their moſt meritorious RED E EM- 
ER; but rewarded with higher or inferior degrees of 
telicity, in proportion to the ſanctity of their nature, 
and uſefulneſs of their lives: I ſee nothing arbitrary 
in this procedure; but an admirable mixture of juſt 
ſeverity, and free goodneſs ; on thoſe who reject the 
atonement, jut ſeverity to thoſe who rely on their 
SAVIOUR, free goodneſs. 
Ther. The obedience of CHRIST was wholly due 
for himſelf ; and therefore could not merit for another. 
Aſp. A bold aſſertion this! Whoever can make it 
—_ will infallibly overthrow my opinion ; and, at 
the ſame time,. deſtroy all my hopes, But ſurely, 
Theron, it is not your real ſentiment. 
Could it then be matter of duty in the eternal SON, 
to be born of a woman ; and in the LORD of lords, 
to become the ſervant of all? Could it be matter of 
duty in the KIN G of glory, to embrace the infamy 
of the croſs; and in the PRIN CE of life, to pour 
out his ſoul unto death? —If all this was matter of 
duty, the ever-bleſſed FESU S (how ſhall I ſpeak it? 
who can believe it?) was no better than an unprofitable 
ſervant. For ſuch is the acknowledged character of 
every one who does no more than 1s his duty to do F. 
Ther. Not ſo faſt, not quite ſo vehement, my friend. 
Remember what the ſcripture affirms. CHRIST is 
ſaid to receive a commandment, and be ſubjef to the 
law: both which expreſſions evidently imply duty. 
Aſp. In order to accompliſh our redemption, the 
SON of G OD ſubmitted himſelf to the authority of 
the law, and became obedient to its precepts. But 
this was his own ſpontaneous at; the matter of his 
free choice; to which he lay under no manner of ob- 
ligation, till he engaged to be our Surety. 

Being in the form f G 0 D, he was Lord of the law; 
and no more ſubject to its commands, than obnoxious 
to its curſe. Nevertheleſs he took upon him the form of 


a ſervant ; and was made under the law. Wherefore? 
That he might obtain everlaſting life and glory for him- 


ſelf? No; but that he might redeem thoſe who were un- 
der the lau ſ. From which it appears, that both his 
wg e and his obedience were, not for himſelf, 
but for his people. Therefore the prophet cries out, 
with holy exultation, To us a Child is born; to us a Son 
rs given f! His incarnate ſtate and human nature, 
together with all that he did and: ſuffered in both, 
were for us; thoſe aſſumed on our account, theſe refer- 
red to our advantage. * n 

Let us conſider this, and be amazed, and be charm- 
ed. The great univerſal L O RD vouchſafes to pay 


* Luke xvii. 10. + Gal. iv. 5. 

t J. ix. 6. Eft preterea emphaſis ſingularis in voce nobis. 

Significat id, quod omnes ſentiunt, noſtro bono et commodo 
"No e hunc Puerum Imperatorem. - VI TRIX C. in loc. 
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univerſal obedience | What condeſcenſion was here 
He vouchſafes to pay it, for us men, and for our re- 
demption | What goodneſs was this! Re 

Ther. Before we indulge the devotional ſtrain, we 
ſhould take care that our devotion is founded on ra- 
tional principles; otherwiſe it may prove, like the flaſh 
of a ſky- rocket, tranſient and momentary. 

Aſp. For this, I think, there is a ſolid foundation 
in reaſon, as well as ſcripture. As ſoon as the man 
CHRIST FESU $ was united ta the ſecond perſon 
of the TRINITY, he muſt have, by virtue'of that 
union, an unqueſtionable right to everlaſting life and 
glory. Therefore he could be under no neceſlity of 
obeying, in order to procure either honour or happi- 
neſs for h:mſelf. But all that he performed in con- 
formity to the preceptive part of the law, he per- 
formed under the character of a public perſon; in the 
place, and for the beneſit of his ſpiritual ſeed; that 
they might be intereſted in it, and juſtified by it. 

Ther. Be it fo : the believer is intereſted in CHRIST's 
righteouſneſs.-Pray, is he intereſted in all, or only in 
part If in all, then every believer is equally righ- 
teous, and equally to be rewarded. Which is contrary 
to an allowed maxim, That there will be different al- 
lotments of happineſs in the heavenly world.—lf in 
part only, how will you aſcertain the degree? what 
proportion belongs to this perſon, and what to the 
other Either way, your ſcheme is inextricably em- 
barraſſed. 

Aſp. The reply to my Theron's inquiry is eaſy; and 
the embarraſſment he mentions, is but imaginary.— 
Every true believer is intereſted in a CHRIS T's 
righteouſneſs ; in the 2who/e merit of his ſpotleſs na- 
ture, of his 2 obedience, and expiatory death. 

Leſs than the whole would be unavailable. Where- 
as the whole renders us completely juſtified. 

You are a great admirer of anatomy, Theron, and 
muſt undoubtedly remember the very peculiar ſtruc- 
ture of the ear. Other parts of the body are pro- 
greſſive in their growth. Their bulk is proportioned 
to the infantile, or manly age. But the organs of 
hearing, I have been informed, are preci/ely of the 
ſame ſize, in the feeble infant, and the confirmed 
adult.—Juſtification likewiſe, being abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to a ſtate of acceptance with G O D, is, in every 
ſtage of the Chriſtian courſe, and even in the firit 
dawn of ſincere faith, complete. With regard to the 
exiſtence of the privilege, Ars is no difference * in 
the babes, the young men, the fathers in CHRIST. 
The perception, the aſſurance, the comfortable enjoyment 
of the mercy, may increaſe ; but the mercy klei is 
incapable of augmentation, | 

The various advances in ſanctification account for 
the various degrees of future glory; and not account 
for them only, but render them entirely reaſonable, 
and, according to our apprehenſion of things, una- 
voidable.—As to ſettling the proportion, we may ſafely 
leave that to the ſupreme ARBITRATOR. He, 
who meteth out the heavens with a ſpan, and ſetteth q 
compa upon the face of the deep, cannot be at a loſs to 
adjuſt this particular. ee | 
_ Ther. The organs of hearing, though not preciſely, 
are very nearly, of the ſame bulk, in the babe and the 
man. They acquire, from; advancing years, ſcarce 
any thing more than an increaſe of ſolidity. So that 
| pak no objection to your illuſtration, but to your 


_ * To the ſame purpoſe 1 705 one of our moſt celebrated 
divines ; as great an adept in ſacred literature, as ages have pros 
duced.— All are juſtified alile: the truth of faith juſtifying, 
% not the meaſure, Juſtification therefore is the ſame in ali 
6 that believe; though cheir belief be in different degrees. 
So, once in che wilderneſs, all gathered not manna in the 
© ſame mraſure; yet, when all came to meaſure, they had 
alike; none above an omer, none under.“ cos! 
ug gd, tour me . . 1 
Wl A 
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-W CHRIST has done all, and we are entitled to 
Ins whole merits only by believing; to be ſaved, muſt 


he the eafre/t thing in the world. Whereas the Bible 


repreſents Chriſtianity, as a race and a war/are, a ſtate 
of conllict and a courſe of ſtriving. -In good truth, 
Ajſpaſio,, you propheſy pleaſing things. Divinity is not 
your profeſſion ; or elſe, I ſhould number you among 
<< the ſmooth, cmollient, downy doctors.” For, accord- 
ing to the articles of your creed, there is no more dit- 
ſiculty in ſecuring heaven, than in riſing from our ſeat. 

Aſp. A ſpeculative aflent to all the principles of re- 
ligion is, I acknowledge, a very caſy matter. It may, 
it muſt exiſt, where-ever there is a tolerable capacity 
for reaſoning, and a due attention to evidence.—This 
notional: faith forced its way into the breaſt of Simon 
the ſorcerer &; and extorted a confeſſion from the dy- 
ing lips of Julian 4 the apoſtate. Irreſiſtible as the 
ſtroke of lightning, terrible alſo as its fiery glare, it 


flaſhes conviction into the very devils. Even thoſe ex- 


ccrable ſpirits believe and tremble }. | 

But the faith, which, far from _—_ in ſpecula- 
tion, exalts the deſires, regulates the paſſions, and re- 
fines the whole converſation ;—the faith which, ac- 
cording to the expreflive language of ſcripture, puriſſes 
the henrt, overcomes the world, and ſets the affeftions on 
thinxs above this truly noble and triumphant faith 
is no ſuch eaſy acquiſition. This is the gift of an in- 
finite BENEFACTOR; the work of a divine 
AGENT: called, therefore, by way of {uperemi- 

8 | Acts viii. 13. 

+ It is related in eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, that when the Empe- 
ror Julian was ſetting out upon his Parthian expedition, he 
threatened to periecute the Chriftians with the utmoſt ſeverity, 
as ſoon as he returned victorious. Upon this occaſion, Liba- 
nius the rhetorician aſked one of them with an inſulting air; 
i hat the carpenter's ſon was doing, while ſuch a ſlrm hung over 
his followers? The carpenter's /on, replied the Chriſtian, 1s ma- 
hing a coffin for your Emperor. The event proved the anſwer to 
be prophetic. For in an engagement with the enemy, that roy- 
al but wretched apoſtate was mortally wounded ; and cried, 
with his expiring breath, Viciſti, O Galilee ! I am vanquiſhed, 
O Galilean! thy right hand hath the pre-eminence ! 

pg” rg + Jam. ii, 19. 
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'A SPASIO's affairs called him to London. He 
a ſtaid in town a few days: but as ſoon as buſineſs 
was finiſhed, he quitted the city, and haſtened to his 
friend's country-/eat.—Upon his arrival, he found ſome 
agreeable company, that came on purpoſe to ſpend the 
evening with the family. This incident prevented the 
immediate proſecution of their ſubject.— As the next 
morning proved miſty, and unfit for walking abroad 
Theron invited Aſpdſio to paſs an hour in his Hue. 

It was ſituate at the extremity of a large gallery: 
which, while it conducted the feet to a repoſitory of 
learning, interpoſed between the ear, and all the diſ- 
turbance of domeſtic affairs: ſo that you are accommo- 
dated with every thing that may regale a ſtudious mind; 
and incommoded with nothing that may interrupt a ſe- 
date attentioh.,—Aſpaſioreadily conſented to the propo- 
fal; but defired, firſt; to take à turn in this beautiful . 
long, and divert himſelf with the decorations of the place. 

"Aſp. A very ſhort ſurvey, Theron, is ſufficient to 
diſcover the correctneſs of your judgment, and the 
true delicacy of your taſte.— Here are no impertinent 
and. frivolays exhibitions of romantic tales, or poetic 
ſtories. Here are no indecent; pieces of, imagery, that 
tend to corrupt a chaſte, or inflame a wanton fancy. 
On the contriry,”I am preſented with a collection of 
rhaps, accurately drawn by the moſt able hands; and 
with feveral remarkable tranſactions of antiquity, moſt 
eloquently. told in the language of the pencil. —You 


— m 
* 
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Have happily hit that grand point, which the gentle- 


A 6A PEALS. 3: 0, 


nent diſtinction, faith of the oferation of GOD , þ, 
cauſe GOD himſelf, by the effectual working of luis 
mighty power, produces it in the human ſoul. 

Ihe exerciſe of this faith, I would not compare to 
an active gentleman, riſing from his {eat ; but rathe, 
to a ſhipwrecked mariner, . to gain ſome place 
of ſafety.— He eſpies a large roc, which rears its hend 
above the boilterous flood. To this he bears ava 
and to this he approaches; but whirling winds, ang 
daihing waves, drive him back to an, unhappy diſtance, 
—Exerting all his ſtrength, he advances nearer {1} , 
and attempts to climb the deſirable eminence. When 
a ſweeping ſurge interpoſes, and drenches him again 
in the rolling deep.—-By determined efforts, he reco. 
vers the ſpace he had loſt. Now he faſtens on the 
cliff, and has almoſt eſcaped the danger. But there 
is ſuch a numbnets in his litubs, that he cannot mair. 
tain his hold; and ſuch an impetuous ſwell in the o. 
cean, that he is once more ditlodged, and plunged ;. 
freſh into the raging billows.—What can he do? Hig 
life, his precious life, is at ſtake. He muſt renew, ſtill 
renew, and never intermit his endeayours.—Neither 
let him abandon himſelf to deſpair. The MASTER 
ſees him, «midſt all his fruitleſs toil, Let him cry ear. 
neſtly, LORD, ſave me, I periſh! and HE, Who 
commandeth the winds-and the waves, will be ſure to 
put forth his beneficent hand, and reſcue him from the 
devouring ſea. | 

Such, my friend, ſo painful, fo aſſiduous are the 
{ſtruggles of faith, before it can reſt, in peaceful ſe. 
curity, on the Rock of Ages, CHRIS 7 FL SUS, 
Of this you may, ſome time or other, be affured, not 
only trom my lips, but from your own experience, 

Ther. What may happen in ſome future period of 
time, is beyond my power to foreſee. At preſent, l 
am apt to think, we muſt put a ſtop to the theologi- 


cal lecture. Don't you remember our 8 | 


with Altinous ? and you will own, that punctuality in 
performing our promiſes, is at leaſt a moral virtue, if 
it be not a Chri/tian grace. | | 


eee 
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man of refinement, as well as the author of geniu- 
ſhould ever keep in view, — the union of the beneficial 
with the de/ightful &. LEVY F090 | 

Ther. Indeed, my Aſpaſio, I have often been diſap- 
pointed, ſometimes even ſhocked, in the gardens, the 
porticoes, and the walks of ſome modern virtu/, 
Their portraits and ſtatues are little elſe, but an aſſem- 
blage of elaborate trifles. 7x9 ſtretched upon the 
wheel, or Phaeton precipitated from the chariot. 4pol!s 
ſtringing his lyre, or Jupiter (1 beg his ſupreme high- 
neſs's pardon, for not giving him the precedence in 


my catalogue) beſtriding his eagle, and balancing his 


bolts, —Pray, where is the advantage of being intro- 
duced to this fabulous tribe of gentry ?- What noble 
idea can they awaken, or what valuable impreſſion 
leave upon the mind? The beſt we can ſay of ſuch 
performances, is, that they are linining and ſculpture 
expenſively thrown away. 
Illis celebrated trumpery one can bear with, how- 
ever. But, when the painting and feulpture, inftead 
of cultivating virtue, and improving our morals, are 
calculated to be the very bane of bath, will you call 
this an elegant entertainment? No: *tis 'a nuiſance; 
*tis a peſt, In the ny 1 grant, every dimple fink*, 
and every muſcle fwells, Wach the exacteſt propriety. 
The countenance is animated with life, and the liml's 
are ready to ftart into motion. —The, pidture, I am ſen 
ſible; is as -bighly- finiſhed. as the efligy; the diftribu 
tions of light and ſhade moſt artfully adjuſted; the di 

* One ttit punttum; qui iſcuit uriis mile. Regt 
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tantions of the perſpective true to a nicety; nor can 
— t * exceed the cafy flow of the 8 3 
be the graceful attitude, and al:noſt-ſpeaking aſpect, 
of the principal figure. But 1s this ma/ſter/y 3 
an equivalent for the moſt malignant eſſects? for ſul- 
Iving the purity of my fancy, and poiſoning the 
powers of my imagination? Er; | 

[4 it an indication of. the owner's judicious taſte, to 

refer regularity of features in the hammered block, 

before orderly and harmonious affections in his own 
breaſt? Does it beſpeak a refined diſpoſition, or a be. 
nevolent temper, to be ſo extravagantly enamoured 
with the touches of a laſcivious pencil, as to expoſe 
them in the moſt frequented paſſages, and obtrude 
them on every unwary gueſt ?—Surely, this can create 
no very, advantageous opinion of a gentleman's intel- 
egal diſcernment. Much leſs can it raiſe an amiable 
„lea of his nr character X. On ſuch occaſions, I 
am ſtrongly tempted to ſuſpect, that real honour is a 
ſtranger, where common decency + is wanting. 

As for the artiſt, one can hardly forbear execrating 
his hateful folly, who could proſtitute ſuch fine talents 
to ſuch infamous purpoſes. —Deteſted be the chiſel ! 
that teaches, though with inimitable dexterity, the 
cold obdurate marble to enkindle diſſolute affections.— 
Abhorred be the pencil! that makes no other uſe of 
the moſt lovely colours, than to pollute the canvals, 
and inſnare the ſpectator. «RP Mr 

It is argued, I know, that many of thoſe pieces are 
the completeſt models extant.—An everlaſting reproach 
this to the art ; but no apology for the performances. 
gince the more nicely they are executed, the more 
miſchievous j is their influence, It ſtrikes the ſurer, 
and finks the deeper. It dreſſes deſtruction gay, and 
paves with beauty the way to ruin. 

It is my chief ambition, A/p2/o, to have all my de- 
corations ſo circumſtanced, that the beholder may 


* 'Tis pity, but the advice of Cicero, that great maſter of o- 
legant taſte, and polite manners, was received as a flandard of 
regulation, by all our connoiſſeurs in the fine arts. In primis 
provideat ne ornamenta ædium atque hortorum vitium aliquod 
indicent ineſſe moribus. De ic. 

+ A gentleman, obſerving ſome groſs indelicacies of this 
kind, at the ſeat of a perſon of diſtinction, very acutely (and, 
I believe, too juſtly) ſaid, 

His paintings are the gibbet of his name. 

+ I hope it will not be thought improper, I wiſh it was en- 
tircly needleſs, to animadvert upon a practice, which is, not 
only a reproach to our Chriſtian profeſſion, but an inſult upon 
national decorum : the practice of expoſing to public view, and 
offering to public ſale, ſuch ſhameful prints, as are fitted only 
to awaken licentious defires, and cheriſh the moſt profligate 
diſpoſitions. © BETSEY & 

Buch ſpectacles are a ſpecies of the ranſeſt poiſon. And can 
the poiſon be leſs pernicious, becauſe it is received at the eye, 
inſtcad of paſſing through the lips? becauſe it tends more im- 
mediately to debauch the morals, and but remotely to deſtroy 
the conſtitution ?—No wonder, ſo many of our youths are cor- 
rupted, and ſo many robberies committed, while ſuch ſcenes 
of pictured lewdneſs are ſuſſered to inflame them with luſt, and 
habituate them to impudence. Fat. 

Another very indecent cuſtom has unaccountably ſtole its 
way into ſeveral performances of genius and elegance. The 
cuſtom, I mean, of repreſenting the muſes, the graces, and 
other romantic perſonages, in the form of beautiful ladies, 
partly, if not entirely, naked. —”Tis true, here are no looſe 
adventures ; no immodeſt, geſtures; nay more, the. artiſt ex- 
preſſes his own, and conſults your modeſty, by. preſenting you 
with a poſition in profile, by the intervention of a foliage, or 
the lappet of a robe. But let me aſk the ingenious operator, 
If he would chuſe to introduce his wife or his daughter, in 
ſuch a manner, to public company ?—ls he ſtartled at the que- 
ſtion ? is he ſhocked at the thought ? Then let him reflect, and 
let others conſider, whether, that can be graceful or allowable 
* a FOO, which would be brutal and unſufferable in common 
6 Etta | iS e th . vols "Ru 
Socrates (who, before his application to philoſophy, practi- 
ſed as a ſtatuary) could not but bluſh at this abuſe of his art; and, 

eing to form a repreſentation of the graces, he repreſented 
them properly habited. 
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learn ſome valuable leſſon in morality, or be reminded of 
ſome portant event in hiltory ; may find, even in the 
{cones of his amuſement, lomettang to eſtabliſh his 
virtue, or enlarge his knowledge. her fam 
I frequently entertain my eldeſt fon, who is reading 
the Greek. and Latin hiſtorians, with an explanation of 
my principal drawings; that he may behold in colour- 
ing, what he has peruſed in narrative.—At this in- 
fiant, the youth happened to make his appearance; 
paying his reſpects to Aſpaſto, and dutifully ſaluting 
his father. At juſt recurs to my memory, ſaid Theron, 
that ſome neceilary affairs of the family require my at- 
tendance for a few minutes. Will you excuſe my ab- 
3 good Aſpaſio; and permit my fon to ſupply my 
lace : | 1 
You will very much oblige me, by leaving me ſuch 
a companion. And come, my dear Sir; addreſſin 
himſelf to Eugenio, as I know you are a lover of learn- 
ing, what think you of diverting ourſelves with theſe 
agreeable books? which give us their inſtructive leſ- 
ſons, not in puzzling languages, but in pleaſing co- 
lours.—Eugenio ſpoke his conſent, and expreſſed his 
modeſty, an a becoming bluſh, while Aſpaſio pro- 
ceeded ron © SIN 


Ap. This is a ſtriking picture indeed! Hills piled on 
hills form a moſt aſtoniſhing proſpect. What: horrible 
magnificence reigns amidſt thoſe wild and ſhaggy rocks! 
Nature ſeems to have deſigned them for the boundaries 
of the world. Vet thoſe daring troops are attempt - 
ing to paſs the prodigious barrier. Who are they, 
Eugenio, and whom ſhall we call their leader ? 

Lug. This, Sir, is the famous Hannibal, heading and 
encouraging his army in the paſſage of the 4/ps. The 
ſons of Africa ſeem to ſhiver with cold, as they tra- 
verſe thoſe frozen regions, and march among the 
clouds, bf | 

Aſp. Tis the very ſame. Some, you obſerve, climb, 
with exceſſive toil, the ſteep and craggy cliffs.” Others, 
with far greater difficulty, deſcend through dreadful 
declivities of ice; expoſed, all the while, to the ar- 
rows of the mountaineers - Some, endeavouring to 
avoid the ſhowers of ſteel, ſlip with their feet, and 
tumble headlong down the vaſt projecting promonto- 
ries. See! from what a height they are falling! car- 
riages and their drivers, the horſe and his rider! and 
at what a diſtance ſtill, from the ſtony abyſs below 
Some lie, with cloſed eyelids, and ghatily features, 
daſhed to death at the very bottom. Others, writhing 
with the torture of mangled limbs, and broken bones, 
lift up an agonizing look to their comrades.— Their 
comrades, inſenſible of a: brother's miſery, and whol- 
ly intent upon their ownreſervation, hang friglitful- 
ly ſuſpended on the edges of the precipice. The preci- 
pice ſeems to totter as they cling; and the alarmed 
ſpectator expects, every moment, à hideous downfal. 
—Are not ſtartled at the view, 'Zygenic, and in 
pain for the hardy adventurers?s? 2 

Eug. I am, Sir. And Lwonder, how they will ex- 
tricate themſelves from theſe perilous circumſtances; 1 
have read in-Livy, that they cut their way through the 
rocks, after they had ſoftened them with uinegar. But 
is this probable? how could they procure à ſufficient 
quantity, amidſt thoſe deſolate mountains? | 

Asp. I believe, their reſolution and their perſeverance 
were the vinegar.” Theſe Pen a road through rocks. 
Theſe, unger the conduct of prudence, and the fayour 
of heaven *, furmount all obſtacles. | Influenced by 


- * Under the favour of heauen. I cannot but with; that the 
relator of, Lord, Anſon's voyage round the world, had anticipated 
Aſpaſia's remark; had made ſome grateful acknowledgments to 
an interpoſing PROVIDENCE, in that maſculine, nervous, 
noble narrative: A narrative of ſuch ſignal deliverances, ſo 
critically timed, and ſo ſurpriſingly circumſtanced, as, in the 
courſe of one expedition, are ſcarcely to bg parallelled. _ . 

I am perſuaded, it would have been no diſparagement of 
the great commander, and his gallant officers, to þave it thank- 


+ 


. 
theſe, the ſurvivors preſs boldly on; and are deter- 
mined to vanquiſh the horrors of nature, as a prelude 
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to their victory over the forces of Rome. Let theſe, 
reſolution and perſeverance I mean, be the companions 
of my Eugenio's youthful ſtudies, and they will enable 
him alſo to conquer difficulties,—cven all the difticul- 
ties which he in his way. 

What is our next draught? At each end we have a 
group of living figures. All the intermediate {pace 
is an extenſive tract of land, diverſified only by ra- 
pid rivers, horrid deſerts, and mountainous ridges 
with here and there a few ſavage natives, in uncouth 
dreſſes, and formidable arms,—lt is more like a map, 
than a picture. And the moſt remarkable beauty is, 
the aereal perſpective; which puts a very agreeable cheat 
upon our eyes; cauſing us to behold, on an ell of can- 
vaſs, the ſpace of many hundreds of miles. 

Eug. This repreſents the retreat of the ten thouſand 
Greeks. Firſt we behold them in the plains of Media, 
at an immenſe diſtance from their native country ; 
without guides ; without proviſion ; and, what 1s the 
moſt deſperate calamity of all, deprived of their ableſt 
officers by treachery and murder. Well may they 
look dejected. How have I piticd them, as I read 
their ſtory | abhorred the perfidy of their enemies, and 
wiſhed them all ſucceſs in their hazardous enterpriſe ! 

Aſp. Don't you perceive, their drooping ſpirits be- 
gin to revive, and ſome gleam of hope diffuſes itſelf 
through their countenances, while they liſten to the 
eloquent Xenophon? who ſtands conſpicuous in the midit, 
haranguing his ſoldiers, and rouſing their courage. 
But, ah! what a vaſt extent of unknown climes 
muſt they traverſe, with a numerous and victorious 
army, —_— them in flank, or hanging upon 
their rear? What fatigues muſt they ſuſtain, what 
hardſhips endure, before they arrive at their wiſh- 
ed-for home ? — Home / Fired by the enchanting 
name, and animated by their brave philoſophic leader, 
they reſolve to puſh their way through all the ex- 
tremes of peril and of pain. To ſcatter, with their little 
band, the encircling millions of barbarians, is the 
ſmalleſt of their achievements. They croſs rivers, 
they ſcale rocks, whoſe ſlippery banks, and craggy 
ſummits, are lined with oppoling nations. They wade 
through deſerts of ſnow ; and paſs over inhoſpitable 
mountains, the far more dreaded abodes of deſolation, 
drought, and famine. They encounter the keenneſs of 
the northern ſtorm, and all the rigour of the moſt ma- 
lignant ſeaſons. As ſome of theſe articles are incapable 
of being expreſſed by the pencil, the artiſt remits us 
to the hiſtorian; and has contented himſelf with 
marking out the moſt diſtinguiſhed ſtages of this me- 
morable expedition. Only we view the courageous 
itinerants, once again, on a pretty lofty eminence. 
There they appear, not with their former dejection, 

but in all the tranſports of joy. | 
| | Eug. This, Sir, is the mountain Tecgua. From 
whence they had the firſt view of the ſea, and the firſt 
dawn of ſafety. There they embrace one another, 
and extol their commanders, eſpecially the noble Xe- 
nophon; whoſe hiſtory gives me great delight, and his 
manly yet benign aſpect, ſtrangely attracts my eſteem. 
Methinks, under ſuch a general, I could have been 


fully recognized, on ſome very unexpected, yet moſt advantage- 
ous turn o& affairs, THIS 3 805 DONE !— Neither 8 
it have detracted from the merit of the brave ſailors, to have 
confeſſed, on many hazardous emergencies, that all their re- 
ſolution, all their addreſs, and the exertion of their utmoſt a- 
bilities, had been only 4 labour, without the remarkable co-ope- 
ration of divine goodneſs —And I am apprehenſive, that it 
muſt conſiderably diminiſh the delight of many readers, to ob- 
ſerve the bleſſed AUTHOR of all theſe mercies paſſed by 
— unacknowledged, and without any ſhare of the 
e. | | 
K The ſarcaſm on Pope Adrian and his exploits, I fear, would 
be too proper on this occaſion, Hic DEU S nihil fecit, | 


AND 
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willing to take my ſhare in all the toil, ahd all the 
zards of the expedition. 

Ap. Would my Eugenio? Then I will liſt him un. 
der a Captain unſpeakably more accompliſhed and be. 
neficent. Young as you are, you ſhall, from this h 
commence a ſoldier and a traveller. A ſoldier, to ſight 
againſt fin, and every temptation. A traveller, to pas 
through the wilderneſs of this world, unto the lang 
of everlaſting reſt — Though your enemies may be ny. 
merous, and your journey tedious, yet faint not, nei. 
ther be diſcouraged. The LORD of heaven is your 
guide, and heaven itſelf ſhall be your exceeding great 
reward. When you arrive at thoſe happy abode; 
your delight will infinitely ſurpaſs all that the Greciaw 
felt on Tecqua, when their raviſhed eyes beheld, and 
their tongues with ecſtaſy ſhouted, The ſea ! the ſca / 

The ſcene of yonder picture, I would venture to af. 
firm, hes among the ancient Jews. 

Eug. How can you tell this, Sir, at ſuch a diſtance? 

405. By the fringes in the borders of their garments 
and on each fringe a riband of blue. OD almighty 
commanded the Jeu, to obſerve this peculiarity 
in their habit *; that, their very cloaths, being diſſercut 
from the apparcl of theft Heathen neighbours, might 
admonith them not to be conformed to their idolatrous 
worſhip and licentious manners.—This, as well as every 
other divine command, our LORD FESUS 
CHRIST moſt exactly obeyed. Therefore we are 
told by the evangelical hiſtorian, that the diſeaſed wo- 
man, who touched but the hem of his garment, ct te- 
ſtored to health. Hem it is in our Eugliſb Bibles. But, 
if you conſult that moſt cxcellent of all books, che 
Greek Teſtament, you will find, that the original word 
might more properly be rendered fringe + —However, 
let us paſs from the drapery to the deſign. 

Eug. Here we ſee David in one of the moſt threat- 
ening exigencies of his whole life. Sau, more like 3 
blood-hound than a king, purſues the beſt of ſons, and 
the moſt valuable of ſubjects. . He has extended the 
wings of his very ſuperior army, in order to ſurro 
the injured hero, and his handful of aſſociates. 


la. 


Our, 


One would wonder, how the Jeus can ſo tenaciouſly adhere 
to their law, and yet ſo apparently neglect its precepts. Where 
are the ſons of Abraham, who obſerve this expreſs and poſitive 
command of JEHOV AH ? Though this indeed might be 
obeyed, yet many of the Meſaical injunctions are rendered, and 
by nothing leſs than the diſpenſations of providence, abfolutcly 
impraCticable. Is not this therefore a moſt inconteſtable proof, 
a proof, not invented by the arts of ſophiſtry, but written 
dy the finger of the ALMIGHTY himſelf, — that the legal 
ordinances are aboliſhed, in order to make way for a better 
diſpenſation ? When the avenues are become inacceſſible, the 
houſe untenantable, and the principal apartments irreparably 
decayed ; is not this the moſt cogent admonition to the inhabi- 
tants, that they betake themſelves to ſome new and more com- 
modious reſidence ?—See Numb. xv. 38. 

+ Match. ix. 20. Kpacnitor, 

To this, or ſome ſuch incident, may be applied a paſſage 
of the p/alms, which, in our tranſlation, is very obſcure ; has 
ſcarce any ſenſe, or, if any, a very unjuſtifiable one. H#/herefere 
Should I fear in the days of evil, when the wickedneſs of my heels 
compaſſeth me round about ? Pſal. xlix. 5.—//herefore ? The 
reaſon is very apparent, When wickedneſs cleaves to a perſon's 
heels, or habitually attends his goings, it raiſes an army of 
terrors. It unſheaths the ſword of divine vengeance, and le- 
vels at his guilty head every threatening in the book of G OD. 

Surely then another tranſlation ſhould be given to the words, 
and a different turn to the ſenſe ! And another tranſlation 
the words will bear; a different ſenſe the connection demands. 
Wherefore ſhould I fear, uben wickedneſs compaſſeth me about at 
my heels ? This is a fine ſpirited interrogation. This implics a 
great and edifying truth. From this alſo the verſe appears, not 
only with propriety, but with beauty. en wickedneſs, or 
the malicious attempts of wicked men—compa/s me about, ſur- 
round me, threaten me on every ſide, ay, when they are of 
my very heels, juſt upon the point to ſeize, overwhelm, and 
cruſh me ; ſo that the danger | wry both inevitable and immi- 
nent :—yet even then, having GO D's almighty power and in- 
violable faithfulneſs for my protection, wherefore ſbould I be 4+ 
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Aſp. This is the moſt animated, and, I think, the 
mot nafterly performance, that has hitherto come un- 
ler 0ar notice. Conſternation and doubt agitate their 
os. Shall they ſurrender themſelves, as ſo many 
une victims, to a tyrant's fury; or ſhall they cut their 
way to ſafety, through the hearts of countrymen, 
£-icnds, and brothers ! Dreadtul dilemma — While 
they are debating, the purſuers are cloling upon them. 
A tew, a few minutes more, muſt decide their fate.— 
But who is the perſon that intervenes, juſt at this cri- 
tical juncture ? under ; 

Hag. It is a meſſenger from the principal inhabitants 
of Fudea. He comes breathleſs and trembling, AMAZC- 
ment in his face, and duſt upon his head. “ An in- 
% yaſion !” he cries, —©* An invaſion! The Phih/tines 
have poured themſelves upon our frontiers —T he 
% Phili/lines are over-running the land * 

Aſp. Upon the receipt of this news, ſee! what ve- 
xation reddens in the diſappointed monarch's aſpect ! 
What anger lightens in his eye! At the ſame time, 
what pale refleftions on his country's danger, mingle 
theinſelves with the fiery paſlions, and almoſt quench 
the flame enkindling in his cheeks. Shall the vulture 
relinquiſh his prey, even when it lies fluttering under 
nis talons? Galling thought! But his kingdom is at 
take. If he does not immediately advance to repel 
the enemy, his all, his all is loſt. Burning therefore 
with indignation, yet chilled with fear, he turns, _ 
though reluctant, away f. — Are you not charmed, 
Eugenio, with this deſcription of tumultuous and con- 
trary paſſions, which afford the fineſt ſubject for hi- 
ſtoric painting, and are ſo happily expreſſed in this pos? 

Lug. Indeed, Sir, I am /hocked, rather than charm- 
ed. The very looks of that revengeful monarch fill 
me with horror. What muſt he ſuffer in his mind, who 
diſcovers ſuch rage and anguiſh in his features! I would 
not have his furious temper, for all his royal power. 

Aſp. Then, my dear Eugenio, you muſt endeavour 
to ſuppreſs every emotion of envy and malevolence. 
You mult cheriſh a cordial good-will to all men; and 
learn to rejoice in their excellencies and happineſs, as 
well as in your 0Wn. Envy is the worm that gnaws, en- 
vy is the fury that embroils, his wretched heart. And 
an author, with whom you will ere long be acquainted, 
has aſſured us, | 

Invidia' Siculi non invenere tyranni 
Tormentum majus. Hos. 


The next is a kind of night- piece. Stars are in the 
ſky, and the new moon rides on the ſkirts of the he- 
miſphere ; which affords juſt light enough to diſtin- 
guiſh objects. — This is a perfect contraſt to the forego- 
ing. We ſee no conflict of jarring paſſions. But the 
principal perſon appears, ſedate and compoſed, as the 
night that ſurrounds him. He ſtands on the bank of 
a river, thoughtful and attentive; as though he was 
pondering, or executing, ſome important project. 

Eug. This is Cyrus the Great. He ſtands upon the 
banks of the Euphrates ; not far from Babylon. He 
points with his ſceptre, and 1s giving directions to his 
army. The directions are, to paſs through the channel 
of the river, (which is drained of its water), in order 
to ſurpriſe the city. 

Aſp. This is a- prince of very ſuperior dignity ; the 
honoured inſtrument of executing JEHOVAH*s 
counſels, He was foretold by the prophet 1/aiah, 
and even mentioned by name , more than two 


larmed! Alarmed | No; confiding in ſuch a ſafeguard, I will 
bid defiance to my enemies, and bid adieu to my fears. 

* This event is related, 1 Sam. xxiii. 25. Cc. And it is 
one of the moſt extraordinary inſtances of a divine — 442 
at the very criſis of need, that any hiſtory has recorded. 


+ — Exo axovi:ſe uw , 
Thus Homer expreſſes the r of paſſions, that frequently 
operate, at the ſame time, in the ſame breaſt. | 

| 1 If, xliv. 28. xlv. 1, 
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hundred years before his birth. Let us wiſh him pro- 
iperity. For he goes to humble the pride of Babylon, 
and releaſe the captivity of I/rael,—See! with what 
regular movements, and what calm alacrity, his troops 
advance. Silence ſeems to eſcort them; while, under 
covert of the ſhades, and with providence at their 
head, they march along a road, never before trodden 
by the foot of man.—The ſoldiers of the garriſon have 
abandoned their ſtation on the wall, to join in the diſ- 
ſolute indulgence of this fatal night. The inhabitants, 
like many a heedleſs ſinner, are lulled in indolence, 
and dreaming of pleaſures, even on the very brink of 
ruin, 

Eug. Why are thoſe brazen gates which lead to the 
river, placed in ſuch a diſtinguiſhed point of view? 
They ſtrike my eye more, I think, than all the monu- 
ments of art and grandeur, which adorn that ſuperb 
city. And let me farther aſk, whether the painter has 
not offended againſt probability, in ſuffering them to 
ſtand wide open? On the approach of ſo formidable 
an adverſary, I ſhould expect to have found them ſhut 
with all poſlible ſecurity. 

Aſp, In this 21007 vim; Al the painter has ſhewed his 
judgment, and not forgotten his piety. GOD had 
devoted that haughty and oppreſſive metropolis to de- 
ſtruction. And you will perceive, from this circum- 
ſtance, how wonderfully he over-rules all events, for 
the accompliſhment of his ſacred purpoſes. Had thoſe 
ponderous gates been ſhut *, the city had continued 
impregnable, and the whole enterpriſe been defeated. 
But, through ſome accidental forgetfulneſs, occaſion- 
ed by the diſorders of this riotous ſolemnity, or rather 
by a very fignal 9 of divine vengeance, they 
are left open, and afford an eaſy entrance to ſlaughter 
and death; which ruſh upon the unhappy creatures, 
all ſunk in ſleep, or overcharged with wine, as a con- 
cealed ſnare, in ſome dreadful unexpected moment, 
ſprings up, and inextricably entangles the unwary 
bird. —Was I to inſcribe this picture with a motto, I 
would chuſe the apoſtle's admonition, BER soER: BE 
VIGILANT, | 


Who is this, with his length of hair + flowing up- 


* See this very momentous, though ſeemingly- inconſider- 
able circumſtance, finely illuſtrated by Mr Rollin, and com- 
pared with a remarkable prophecy in 1/aiah. Ancient Hiſt. vol. 
II. p. 144. 153-—A work, in which the moſt entertaining 
and inſtructiue events of antiquity are regularly digeſted, ele- 
gantly related, and ſtripped of thoſe minuter incidents, which 
make the ſtory move flow, and are apt to fatigue the attention. 
—Conciſe, but judicious obſervations are interſperſed ; which 
may teach young minds, to form a right judgment of things, 
and not be miſled, by the plauſibility of popular notions, or 
the partiality of prejudiced hiſtorians. Many very diſtinguiſh- 
ed predictions of ſcripture, are explained and confirmed 
correſpondent facts, from the moſt authentic memoirs of Bu 
ſical literature. Indeed, a perpetual regard to the elucidation 
and honour of the ſacred oracles, runs through and ennobles 
the whole performance. — Which method, if not ſtrictl 
conformable to the rules of hiſtorical compoſition, is a tranſ- - 
greg of them greatly to their advantage. It may be ſaid tore- 

emble the golden branch, celebrated by Virgil, and plucked by his 
hero : whoſe growth, though a departure from the uſual laws 
of vegetation, was far from depretiating the value of the tree, 

Though I admire the whole, I am charmed with the conclu- 
ſion, It is, I think, peculiarly pertinent, and inimitably grand; 
has a dignity, an elevation, a majeſty, which, ſomewhat like 
the kingdom it deſcribes, is quite unequalled, and little lefs than 
ſtupendous; | | 

Ilarlovev aue, xpuotny 3% exeOnxe xopwny, 

+ I believe it was not cuſtomary with the Romans, eſpecially 
their warriors, to have long flowing hair, This therefore might 
ſeem an offence againſt what the /falians call il coſtume, if the 
painter was not ſupported by the authority of Livy ; who, in 
his deſcriptive picture of Scipio, gives us the following 
touches : Species corporis ampla ac magnifica. Preterquam quod 

ſuapte natura multa majeſtas inerat, babes promiſſa cæſaries, 

habituſque corporis, non cultus munditiis, ſed virilis vere ac mi- 

litaris. Lib. XVIII. c. 35. 
48 
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on his ſhoulders; with ſuch amplitude of perſonage, ſuch 
magniſicence of mien, and noble plainneſs of habit? 

Eug. This is my favourite picce.—My father ſome- 
times ſhews me the heads of the philoſophers: but 
there is ſomething ſo uninviting and ſevere in Socrates 
and Diogenes, that I could never much admire them.— 
But this, Sir, is Scipio ; the thunderbolt of war, as 
Viroil calls him. Here is ſomething ſo lovely and en- 
gaging, as well as grand and majeſtic, that I am never 
weary of looking on him. OED 

Aſp. He appears with a lady of diſtinguiſhed beauty 
in his hand. 

Eug. This is the captive princeſs, who had been ta- 
ken in war, who was ſet apart for the general's prize, 
but whom he is now reſtoring to her eſpouſed huſ- 
band. 

Aſp. You are right, Eugenio—He has juſt led in his 
lovely captive, attended her huſband and parents, 
amidſt a full aſſembly of Romans and Celtiberians, the 
victors and the vanquiſhed. His modeſt eyes, you 
obſerve, are rather turned from, than gazing upon, 
the blooming virgin.—Cannot you ſuppoſe, how the 
ſpectators muſt be aſſected, upon the opening of this 
extraordinary ſcene? Every one beholds the hero with 
admiration, the lady with delight. Every boſom 1s 
big with expectation, or in pain for the event. After 
a ſhort pauſe, he addreſſes himſelf to the lover, in 
words to this eſſect: “ I am no ſtranger to your in- 
« tereſt in this fine woman. The fortune of war has 
* put her entirely into my power. The circumſtances 
« of my youth cannot render me inſenſible to ſo en- 
« gaging a perſon. But with us Romans, honour and 
« generolity have a more prevailing influence than 
C tranſitory gratiſications. Take your bride; be hap- 
« py in each other; and when you look upon this gift, 
„ admire the Romans, be a friend to Rome.” Upon 
this he delivers her (as you behold the action here re- 
preſented) to the enamoured prince. 

See! how the crouds, that cluſter and hang around, 
are ſtruck with the beneficent deed In the Celtiberi- 
ans, we behold a mixture of veneration and ſurpriſe. 
Their looks are full of meaning. Methinks they are 
going to cry out, Excellent man (In the Romans, we 
diſcern a conſcious ſuperiority, and exultation of mind. 
Triumph is in their features; as though they would 
ſay, This wondrous man is ours {—In the lady, we ad- 
mire the accompliſhed and modeſt fair, uniting all the 
dignity of her birth with all the delicacy of her ſex. 
What ſoft confuſion and what tender joy apppear in 
her countenance | She is loſt in wonder, and at a loſs 
for words ; ſhe ſpeaks the acknowledgments of 
her heart, by the ſilent eloquence of a tear; which 
ſteals down her glowing cheek, to bedew the kind 
hand, that has protected her innocence, and is deliver- 
ing her to her lord. Her lord is under an apparent 
and a graceful ſtruggle of love and gratitude. He dotes 
upon pe Yo ek princeſs, and he almoſt adores his 

enerous benefactor. We can hardly tell, whether 
Fe is going to claſp the former in his arms, or throw 
himſelf at the feet of the latter. The aged parents 
expreſs their tranſport in a different manner. Their 
knees are bent to the earth; their eyes are lifted up 
to heaven ; they implore, for their noble guardian, e- 
very bleſſing that the gods can beſtow. —Scipio him- 
ſelf diſplays all the magnanimity of the conqueror, 
tempered with the ſedateneſs of the philoſopher, and 
ſoftened with the gentleneſs of the friend. He gives 
8 but he enjoys a greater. His eyes ſparkle 
with a ſublime delight; bf be ſeems to anticipate the 


applauſe, which this truly-heroic act will gain, in all 


countries and in all ages. | 
Eug. Is not this a greater victory than any that he 
had won in the field of battle? and a nobler triumph 
than any that could be voted him by the applauding 
ſenate? Amiable Scipio Might I be a Roman, I would 
be no other than Scipio. 
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kings. 


given you the hint. 


votion. 


. 


Aſp. 1 wiſh you, my dear Sir, the temperance and 
1 of Scipio; but from a better motive thay 
is. He, I fear, was too much ſwayed by a ſpirit of 
ambition, which you muſt endeavour to ſuppreſs, ra. 
ther than cheriſh. —A ſpirit of ambition, which pants 
after diſtinction, and thirſts for applauſe, is diametri. 
cally oppoſite to the genius of the goſpel &. At is a 
leflon which . muſt infallibly be unlearned, if ever we 
become poſſeſſors of faith, or partakers of CHRIST ;, 
It is a root of bitterneſs, which naturally produce; 
envy ; that moſt odious, and (as you have juſt now 
ſeen) moſt ſelf-tormenting of all tempers.—lt is a ha. 
bit of mind, which generally renders men incendiaries 
in the church, and diſturbers of its tranquillity ||,—. 
It is therefore more like an inchanted potion which in. 
ebriates, than a genuine cordial which animates. 

Eug. From what motive then would you encourage 
me, to be diligent in the purſuit of learning, and in 
the cultivation of every virtue ? 

Aſp. Not, that you may acquire the poor, contemp. 
tible, periſhing honour, which cometh from men ;— 
but that you may pleaſe GOD, your almighty CRE. 
ATOR ;—that you may glorify CHRIST, your in- 
finitely-condeſcending REDEEMER ;—that you may 
yourſelf attain what is the true dignity and only . 
city of your nature; and may be ſerviceable to the h/ 
intereſts of your fellow-creatures,—even their preſent 
holineſs, and their eternal happineſs. 

Theſe are the grand and endearing encouragements 
which our holy religion propoſes. Theſe will ope- 
rate, I am bold to aver, with a much ſweeter and a 
far more ſovereign efficacy, than all the glittering en- 
ticements which ambition can deviſe. And, what is 
above all other conſiderations weighty, theſe will be 
more likely, or rather theſe will be very certain, to re- 
ceive the divine bleſſing. 0 

You told me you was never weary of contempla- 
ung Scipio. For which reaſon, I promiſe myſelf, you 

ill not be fatigued or diſpleaſed, though I have ſo long 
confined your attention to this portrait. But have 


we no hero of Britain, fit to join this illuſtrious tri- 


umvirate from Rome, Perſia, and Judea? 
Eug. The very next we meet, is one of our Engliſb 
But I cannot ſay, that I remember either his 
name, or his ſtory. 

Aſp. How, my young gentleman ! Do you read the 
annals of other nations, and not acquaint yourſelf 
with the affairs of your own country ?—lf I was in your 
place, I would apply myſelf to the claſſical writers by 
way of ſtudy, and to ſome valuable Englihh hiſtorian 
by way of amuſement. Such an amuſement is in 
finitely preferable to novels or romances ; and will not on- 
ly relax your attention, but enrich your mind, 

Eug. I thank you, good Sir, for your admonition. 
And, if you pleaſe, I will now begin the ſtudy you 
recommend. Your explanation of theſe drawings 
ſhall be the rudiments of my knowledge; and | 
ſhall think it a happineſs, to receive my inſtruc- 
tions from ſo able a maſter. | 

Aſp. It is honour enough for me, Eugenio, to have 
I only point out your game, 
or ſpring the covey ; you ſhall be taught by a more ex- 


pert proficient, to make it your own. Vet, thoughothers 


may direct you with greater ſkill, none will rejoice in 

your ſucceſsful purſuit, more ſincerely than myſelf. 
This is our renowned Henry the * as he appear- 

ed after the victory of Agincourt. You ſee the gallant 


conqueror clad in ſteel, and recent from the flaughter 


of the inſulting foe. . He ſeems to breathe an Heroic 
ardour, which is irradiated and exalted by a lively de- 
If courage can be . expreſſed by the pencil, 
that is its genuine likeneſs; keen, yet compoſed; 


graſping the ſword, yet looking up to heaven. —He 


Gal. v. 26. 


+ John v. 44. 


n Gal. v. 26.- 
| 3 John g. 10. We. 
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chat, a little while ago, drove the battle, like a whirl- 


the legions of France, now bends a ſupphant 
a, ny” offers the euchariſtic hymn, to the LORD 
G 0D of hots, No turbulent or diforderly joy riots 
among the ſoldiery. They expreſs not the triumph 
of their hearts, in frantic exultations, or drunken 
reyels, but in acts of thankſgiving to JEH OVAH; 
in an attitude, which ſpeaks the devout acknowledg- 
ment of the prophet, Thou art our battle-axe and weapons 
if car * ; or the grateful declaration of the pfalmiſt, 
105 unto us, O LO R D, not unto us, but unto THY name 

he glory f. 

as This lat Bae informs my Eugenio, that prayer is 
an honourable employ, has been practiſed by perſons 
of the moſt admired endowments,—is the ſureſt method 
of obtaining ſucceſs, in whatever buſineſs we under- 
take; and of en ojng proſperity, in whatever circum- 
ſtances We Are Placed, 


The next piece is different from all the preceding. 
In thoſe, armies with their banners diſplayed, ſhips of 
war riding at anchor, 8 engines and inſtru- 
ments of death, form the perſpective. In this, we 
have, all around, a lovely and rural landſcape; ex- 
preſſive of peace, and enriched with plenty. Corn 
and cattle in the valleys; fruitful vineyards on the 
bills; and beautiful gardens ſurrounding the houſes. 
But who is that graceful and auguſt perſonage, ſeat- 
ed on a ſtately throne of ivory and gold ? ; 

Lug. This is Solomon, having an interview with the 
Queen of Sheba. A large train of her attendants 
throng the avenues of the palace: ſome leading fo- 
reign animals; ſome bearing vaſes and caſkets ; all ar- 
rayed in ſtrange apparel. The Maelites ſtare upon 
their outlandiſh viſitants, their coſtly preſents, and 
peculiar habits, Their viſitants are as much ſurpriſed 
at the walls, the towers, and eſpecially the temple of 
Teruſalem. But you, Sir, I apprehend, are molt plea- 
{cd with the venerable perſon who fills the throne. _ 

Aſp. Indeed I am ; and fo is his royal gueſt. You 
obſerve, in her robe, her retinue, her deportment, an 
unpoliſhed kind of grandeur. But all in Solomon is fo 
ſplendid, and at the ſame time ſo elegant; diſplays 
ſuch a delicacy of taſte, and ſuch a magnificence of 
ſpirit, that the Sabæan princeſs is perfectly in raptures. 
See! how ſhe ſtands fixed and gazing with ſpeechleſs 
admiration 1; like one loſt in aſtoniſhment, and tranſ- 
ported with delight! Her looks ſpeak, what, when 
ſhe recovers the power of utterance, her tongue ex- 
preſſes ; It var a true report, that I heard in my own land, 
of thy acts, and of thy wiſdom. Howbeit, I believed not 
the words, until I came, and mine eyes had ſeen : and be- 
hold. the half was not told me: thy wiſdom and proſperity 
exceed the fame which I heard. we 

Eug. This is a great compliment. Is it right, Sir, 
to praiſe a man, in ſuch plain terms and ſuch high 
{trains, to his very face? I think, I have heard Ph/e- 
nor blame ſuch a ice, as inconſiſtent with refined 
manners; and I have heard my father ſay, No one is 
a better judge of fine breeding than Philenor. And 
if the moſt agreeable behaviour, added to the moſt 
winning converſation, are what you call fine breeding, 
I am ſure, Philenor is maſter of it to a very great de- 
gree. I love to be in his company, and am never bet- 
ter pleaſed, than to hear him talk. Mo. 171 

4%. The compliment is high, but it is juſt. It is 
ſtrictly conformable to truth, and proceeds from the 
moſt unafſected /incerity, If we take what follows in- 
to conſideration, we ſhall have a pattern of true po- 
liteneſs; a propriety. and a refinement. of addreſs, far 
ſurpaſſing her Majelty's ente ſtate Happy are thy 
men; happy are theſe thy. ſervanto; which tand continu- 


Jer. li. a0. 1 Pal. cxv. 1. | 

This, I apprehend, is the, meaning of that remarkably- 
ſtrong expreſſion, uſed by the ſacred hiſtorian; There was no 
more, ſpirit in her, I Kings x. 5. Vis + „ 


gave Salomon his 
pliſhments. And GOD 18 the Je | 
and for ever ; as willing to hear, and as able to help 
vou, aß he was to hear and bleſs his ſervant Solomon, — 
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ally before thee, and that heer thy wiſdom: Inſtead of 
envying, ſhe congratulates the domeſtics of Solomon, 
and rejoices in their fuperior felicity. This is benevo- 
lence.—Bleſjed be the LORD thy GOD, which de- 
lighted in thee, to ſet thee on the throne of Iſrael, Be— 
cauſe the LORD loved ljrael for ever, therefore made 
be thee king, to do judgment and juſtice, Here ſhe a- 
{cribes all his royal virtues, and matchleſs accompliſh- 
ments to the bounty of heaven. 'Though they are ap- 
plauded in the perſon of Sclamon, they are recognized 
as the free gift of G OD. This is piety.—When the 
endowments we celebrate, lead us to magnify, not- 
their potleflor, but their author; then the poiſon is 
corrected, and turned into medicine. Praiſe thus cir- 
cumſtanced, loſes its malignity, and is rendered ſa- 
lubrious, 

It pleaſes me to perceive, that you take ſo much no- 
tice of the converſation, which paſles between your 
worthy father, and his ingenious friends. I promiſe 
myſelf, you will alſo remember the maxim, which we 
have now learned from a queen : A queen, whom not 
only the ſacred hiſtorian, but our LORD FESUS 
CHRIST himſelf vouchſafes to mention, and with 
marks of approbation. Whoſe name therefore will 
be had in honour, when Semiramis and Cleopatra, the 
heroines, and the beauties, are conſigned over to ob- 
livion. The maxim which I mean, is this :—There 
muſt be an union of ſincerity, of benevolence, and of 
piety, in order to conſtitute true politeneſt. Whoever 
pretends to fine breeding, and 1s deſtitute of theſe 
qualities, is nothing more than a pretender. He bears 
juſt the ſame proportion to this ornamental character, 
as the ape and the monkey bear to the man. 

But we have not ſufficiently examined our picture. 
The dome is of cedar; ſupported by pillars of marble; 
to which are annexed curtains of ſilk and embroidery. 
— The pillars ſhine with the moſt gloſſy polith, and 
ſwell upon the eye with the boldeſt projections. The 
curtains, pendent in large and eaſy folds, ſeem not 
adheſive to the canvaſs, but waving in the air.—The 
throne is exquilitely , contrived, richly . ornamented, 
and highly finiſhed. It is evident, the painter had in 
his eye that remarkable obſervation of ſcripture, There 
was not the like made in any kingdom ; and he has really 
done all which art could deviſe, or colours execute, in 
order to exemplify the great encomium. 

If the monarch was abſent, we ſhould defire no 
better entertainment, than to view the beauties of the 
apartment; but can hardly allow any attention to the 
edifice, when ſo gracetul and ſo grand a preſence be- 
ſpeaks our regard. For I muſt own, there appears to 
we ſomething pecubarly excellent in this figure; a 
ſerenity and dignity, without any of that martial air, 
which adds a. tincture of ferocity to the warrior; a 
ſagacity and penetration, not to be equalled by the 
wrinkles of age, yet tranſparent through all the Sta 
of youth. Picty and wiſdom, the love of G O D and 
the grace of his 8 PIRIT, give an elevation to the 
—- a ſecret charm to the countenance, and ſome- 
thing more than mortal to the whole man. I am apt 
to ſuſpect, Eugenio, that you yourſelf are ready to 


adopt. a new favourite; that you now prefer Solomon 


even to Scipio; and had rather be like the beloved 
„ of the LORD,” chan the darling of Rome. 
; Eug., Every thing in Solomon is ſo venerable and hea- 


venly, that I am filled with awe, rather than fired 
with emulation. It is not for a boy to think of imi- 


tating ſuch. high perfection! 
Ap. Why not, my dear Sir? It was GOD who 
ſuperior wiſdom, and exalted accom- 


geſterday, to: day, 


Neither let your youth be a diſcouragement. Out of 
the mouth of very babes and fucklings, H E ordaineib 
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ſtrength, and perfefs praiſe x. Samuel miniſtered in the 
temple, when he was but a child f. Fofrah, while he 
was yet young, began to ſcek after the G OD of his 
fathers . Timothy was acquainted with the holy ſcrip- 
tures from his carlieſt years ||. And Slamon himſelf 
was none of the oldeſt, when he was favoured with 
that extraordinary viſion, and made that admirable 
choice at Gibeon I. A paſſage of ſcripture which, I 
dare fay, you have read; which I would recommend 
to your attentive conſideration z and which J, hope, 

ou will take for the model of your conduct. And 
if you, like that illuſtrious young prince, deſire a 
wile and underſtanding heart, more than the affluence 
of wealth, or the diſtinctions of honour ; if you /eekt 
wiſdom as ſilver, and ſearch for her as for hid treaſure ; 
then ſhall you alſo underſtand the fear of the LO RD, 
and find the knowledge of G O D ++. 

The next that occurs, preſents us with a view of 
the /ea ; and a moſt tremendous view it is. 

Eug. This is the voyage related by the evangeliſt, 
when our LORD ſoiled with his diſciples, and bid 
th- ſtorm be ſtill, and made the ocean calm. 

A/p. Then we may truly 77 A greater than Solomon 
is here live me leave to hint, upon this occaſion, 
that every picture of CHRIST muſt neceſſarily de- 

retiate his glorious perſon. Therefore you will never 

think, that a few rays beaming round his ſacred head, 
can properly diſtinguiſh the SON of G OD, or ex- 
preſs the grace of his offices, and the divinity of his 
nature. It is not to diſplay the perfections of the 
LORD FESUS himſelf, but only to give us an 

idea of one of his «works, that the pencil has been em- 
ployed on this grand ſubject. 

You will alſo remember, that it was not the main 
ocean, but the lake of Tiberias, on which they failed. 
However, the painter is at liberty to make his ſea as 
large as he pleaſes, and his /torm as terrible as he can. 
Accordingly he has collected all the horrors of a tem- 
agar ee e fire the arch above; and thunders, 
could thunders have been painted, would have rocked 
the ground below. Thoſe flaming holts have ſmitten 
a huge promontory, and tore its rugged brow, See! 
how the rocky fragment is tumbling, with impetuous 
bound, from cliff to cliff. —The waters, laſhed by fu- 
rious winds, heave and toſs their tumultuous billows. 
Here they riſe in rolling ridges; there they rage in 
devouring whirls.— Amidſt theſe horrible commotions, 
you behold a veſſel in all the extremity of diſtreſs. 
Straining under the blaſt, battered and half-over- 
whelmed by the ſurge, ſhe can no longer maintain the 
unequal conflict; ſhe yields to the reſiſtleſs flood; and 
begins, evidently begins to ſink. —Perplexed, amazed, 
and at ich rs on _ run to and fro. 
They ſhift the tackling ; lighten the ſtowage; try ev 
haves ® aa 7 and find, to their inexpreſlible aflition. 
every expedient ineffectual. 

We caſt our eye forward, and their divine MASTER 
appears, ſedately riſing from a gentle flumber. He 
ſees the perplexity and horror of his companions, 
without the leaf emotion of alarm. He ſees deſtruc- 
tion approaching, heaven and earth mingling, and, 
. Inſtead of being diſmayed, enjoys the elemental war. — 
What compoſure in his mien ! what dignity in his at- 
titude! what majeſty, ſweetened with compaſſion, in 
his aſpect! ſuch” as could ariſe from no other cauſe, 
but a conſcious and undoubted certainty, that not one 
of the company ſhould periſh; not a hair of their 
head be injured; and that all this mighty uproar of 
nature ſhould end in a demonſtration 51 lis mightier 


deep. He waves, with an authoritative air, his ſacred 


hand; and adds the great commanding word, Pzact: 


* Pfal. viii, 2. 
xxxiv. 3» 


+ 1 Sam, ii. 18, t 2 Chron. 
| 2 Tim. iti. 15. 4 1 Kings iii. 5. 6. &c. 
| ++ Prov. ii. 4. 5. 
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proficiency of his ſon. 


colours, what the (evangelical hiſtorian has left 


A 
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BE sT III. Do you inquire after the effect? Let M/. 
ton declare it; 


Canfuſion heard his voice, and wild uproar 
Stood ruPd. 


This is expreſſed in another draught ; where all i; 
huſhed ; the tremendous agitations ceaſe, and the moſt 
profound tranquillity takes place. The water is ſmooth 
as glaſs; we have the picture of a perfect calm ; and 
view thoſe very perſons, who, a little while ago, were 
in the wildeſt diſtraction, and in the jaws of ruin 
ſurrounding their LORD as men alive from the 
dead . Their conſternation is turned into wonder 
and their pangs of fear into ecſtaſies of joy. They 
acknowledge the omnipotence, and adore the good. 
nels of 74 SUS. 

Eug. Well may they acknowledge his omnipotence ; 
ſince winds and waves obey him. Great reaſon have 


they to adore his Jace ſince he reſcued them from 


the very jaws of death; that worſt of deaths, periſh. 
ing in the ſtormy deep. 

Aſp. If FESUS CHRIST had vouchſafed ſuch x 
deliverance to my Eugenio; what would he have 
thought, or how would he have been affected: 

Eug. I ſhould have thought myſelf inexpreſſibly ob- 
liged ; and that I could never ſhew ſufficient gratitude 
to ſo great a Benefactor. 

Aſp. Aſſure yourſelt then, my dear Sir, that he has 
done infinitely more for you: That he has delivered 
you, not indeed from being {ſwallowed up by the ra. 

ing billows, but from ſinking into the pit of ever. 
Lite perdition :—That he has not only reſcued you 
from endleſs deſtruction, but obtained eternal life and 
heavenly happineſs for you.— This he has done, not 
by ſpeaking a word, or iſſuing a command; but by 
bearing your guilt, ſuffering your puniſhment, and 
dying the death, the moſt ignominious and torment- 
ing death, in your ſtead.—Should you not then ur. 
feignedly love HIM? /tudy to pleaſe HIM ? and make 
it the reigning endeavour of your life to glorify HIM? 


Here Theron returned, and the young ſtudent with: 
drew, after receiving ſome affectionate and encoura- 
Finde compliments from Aſpaſio; who was going to en- 
arge upon the excellent taſte of his friend, the in- 
ſtructive ſtyle of his pictures, the good ſenſe and great 
But Theron, far from coveting 
the praiſe, and fully ſatisfied with the conſciouſneſs, 
of acting the becoming part, prevented his diſcourſe, 


by ſtepping to a pair of glaſs folding-doors, which, 


thrown open, admitted them into the /udy. 


* The circumſtances of this miracle, as related by the evan- 
geliſts, are truly wonderful, and to the laſt degree pictureſque. 

Mafier ! Maſter ! we periſh! How conciſe, how abrupt, and 
how ardent is this exclamation ! Therefore how ſtrongly figni- 
ficant of imminent danger, and of the utmoſt diftreſs ! Th 
have not time to be explicit. A moment's delay may be fatal. 
What they utter is conciſeneſs itſelf, and all rapidity, Luke vii. 
24.— This is nature; this is the genuine language of the heart; 
this is true hiſtoric painting, Every impartial reader muſt ad- 
mire this exquiſitely juſt and fine ſtroke, far beyond the diffuſe 
and (I had almoſt ſaid impertinently ) florid ſpeech, which Vir- 
gil puts into the mouth of his hero on a like occaſion. An. 
I. 98. ; 

Zora, nippcore, What a majeſty in this command! Tis admi- 
rable ; *tis inimitable ; tis worthy of G0 D.— I think, we 
may obſerve a peculiarly-proper word, addrefled and adapted 
to each element, the firſt enjoining a ceſſation of the winds, the 
ſecond a quieſcence of the waves ; filence in all that roared, 
compoſure in all that raged. As though (to give a ſhort para- 
phraſe on the grand injunction) it had been ſaid, Winds, be 


power, and a confirmation of his diſciples faith. He . buſh'd; Waves, be calm, Mark iv. 39. 2 


looks abroad into the mutinous iky, and the turbulent 


The ect on the diſciples is deſcribed, with all the force of 
imagination, and all the energy of diction. To repreſent in 
upon record, 
would be a ſubject fit for the immortal Raphael ; and perhaps 
not to be equalled even by his maſterly pencil. A. « Two» v 


| eavloic 1h15 6010 g thavuaſor—eibavuatoy, they were amazed. licalo, they wer? 


tranſported with amazement— , fo the very preateſt degree 
th Tipo, exceeding all that language can exp ,  * Mark vl. Fl, 


nicnev-piece of grey marble, with plain, but 
bold 2 mouldings, formed a very hand- 
l me appearance.—lIn various little niches, were fixed 
(legant buſts ; and on the ſeveral interſtices, hung 
beautiful prints ; reprelenting man of the moſt emi- 
nently-learned men, who were the ornaments and 
Mefings, both of ancient and modern times. The 
ſhelves, all around, were accommodated, not encum- 
bered, with books. A/ſpaſio, running over the letter- 
ed backs, obſerved a collection of the molt valuable 
authors, in hiſtory and natural philoſophy, in poetry 
and her” : 

You will eaſily perceive, ſaid Theron, that I am 
ſomewhat fingular in furniſhing my ſtudy, as well as 
in ornamenting the avenue. My books are not for 
ſhew, but uſe ; and claim a regard, rather on account 
of their worth, than their number. — An immenſe 
multitude of volumes, I have always thought, is more 
lizcly to embarraſs the attention, than to improve the 
underſtanding. A huge library ſeems to reſemble a 
perplexing labyrinth ; and often bewilders the mind, 
inſtead of leading it expeditiouſly to the acquiſition of 

ruth. 

; When people are eager to peruſe a multiplicity of 
writings, it frequently happens, that in reading all, 
they digeſt none . They taſte ſome empty and tran- 
fient amuſement, but collect no ſold or laſting advan- 
tage. Their minds are ſomewhat like thoſe capacious 
looking-glaſles, which we have ſeen expoſed in the 
molt frequented and populous ſtreets of London. They 
receive all manner of thadawy images, but no ſubſtan- 
tial impreſſion. A thouſand figures paſs through them, 
not one abides in them. 

Our books, replied A/pa/io, as well as our friends, 
ſhould rather he /elef, than numerous, For my part, 
| would deſire no more than two or three of the moſt 
correct and maſterly writers in any ſcience. Theſe a 

rſon of moderate capacity may be able to compre- 
lend - and not comprehend only, but enrich his me 
with the choiceſt ſentiments, and make the ſubſtance of 
their works his own.—Hewill, by repetition and fami- 
liar converſe, enter into their /p:ri4, and acquire their 
manner. While a rambler in reading does little more 
than gratify his fancy, without rehoing his taſte, or 
amending his heart. 2 

Upon this A/ ai turned himſelf; and eſpied, in 
one corner of apartment, the celeſtial and terre- 
{trial g/obes ; in another a large reflecting teleſcope ; and 
on the top of a bureau, one or two of the beſt micros 

cope. 
4 Theſe inſtruments, reſumed Theron, have opened an 
inexhauſtihle fund of the fineſt entertainments f. 


* The author of Night-Thoughts has touched this ſubject, 
with great judgment, and equal ſprightlineſs. 
Veracious learning, often over fed, 
Digeſts not into ſenſe the motley meal. 
This forager on other's wiſdom, leaves 
Her native farm, her reaſon quite untill'd, 
With mix'd menure ſhe ſurfeits the rank ſoil, 
Dung'd, but not dreſs'd; and rich to beggary. 


+ Gentlemen of taſte and ſeriouſneſs cannot, I think, have 
à nobler piece of furniture for their ſtudies, than the micro» 
ſcope and the teleſcope, the orrery and the air-pump. This ap- 


paratus would afford them à moſt delightful and improving a- 


muſement in a ſolitary hour.—lt would alſo give them an op- 
portunity of entertaining their company, in a truly-elegant 
and very inſtructive manner. It would open a fine and ample 
field, for diſplaying the glories of GOD the CRE A TOR, 
and of GQD the REDEEMER, —As the diſcoveries 
made by theſe inſtruments, are ſo. ſurpriſing in themſelves, 
and new to the generality of mankind, every edifying hint de- 
duced from ſuch obſervations, would come with 2 peculiar re- 
commendation.— This, I am ſure, would be a method of re- 
ducing to practice, what the polite hiſtorian has recorded of 
the politer Scipio; Elegantiſſimo intervalla negotiorum otio dife 
punxit, VELL. PATERC.— And, I believe, it might be a 
happy means of turning the ſoul, to bear a part in that immor- 
tal Non in War thy 674 d @Q LORD, to receive glory, and bo- 
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They have furniſhed us with new eyes ; and brought 
up, I may venture to ſay, a new world into our view, 
They give us a ſight of wonders, which may ſeem in- 
credible to the incurious vulgar, and were utterly 
unknown to the moſt inquiſitive ſages of antiquity. 
They charm the eye with a diſplay of inimitable beau- 
ties, where nothing worthy of notice was expected. 
They throw the mind into a pleaſing tranſport of ad- 
miration; and from the meaneſt, loweſt objects, 
raiſe the moſt amiable and exalted ideas of the all glo- 
rious CREATOR. 

I have often regretted, that ſuch rational and man- 
ly gratifications ſhould be almoſt univerſally ſupplanted 
by the fantaſtical and childiſh amuſements in vogue: 
Why ſhould not the contemplation of nature's ſur- 
priſing novelties, be as acceptable an entertainment, 
as the ſtale diverſion of quadrille ; be as refined an 
_—_— for a lciſure-hour, as to count the ſpots on a 
po. of cards? — The ladies, I am very ſure, might 
find brighter colours, and more delicate ornaments, 
in the robes and head-dreſs of a common fy, than 
ever they found amidſt the trinkets of a toy-/hop. And 
was the fair circle of females once acquainted with the 
radrant varniſh and rich ſtuds, which enamel the co- 
ver of a beetle's wing, I am apt to think, they would 
view with leſs rapture, with more indifference, per- 
haps, with a becoming diſdain, all the pretty fancies 
of a beau's wardrobe, 

A few days ago, when the accompliſhed Manila fa- 
voured us witha viſit, Iſhewed her, through a magnify* 
ing glals, the ſting of a bee, the ſcale of a ſoal, the wingof 
a gnat, and ſome other beautiful minims of nature, to- 
gether with the powder which adheres to our finger; 
when we touch the body of a moth.—< Amazing!“ 
cried the young lady. What elegant figures | What 
« inchanting ſinery 


— nm... — 


| Smalleſt lineaments exact, 
In all the liveries deck d of ſummer's pride, 
With ſpots of gold and purple, azure and green . 


Hou perfect the poliſh, and how high the finiſh- 
<« ing, of that little weapon / — This piece of defen/we 
* armour, how ſkilfully contrived, and how curiouſ- 
„I wrought! Here riſing into little ridges, like the 
5 boſſes of a buckler, fitted to repel injuries. There 
* ſcooped into little cavities, deſigned, I ſuppoſe, to 
* diminiſh its weight; that the coat of mail may not 
* encumber, even while it defends, the puny wearer. 
What l took to be a whitiſh deſpicable rag, is the 
& neateſt fan 1 ever beheld ; mounted on ſticks + ini- 
„ mitably tapering and ſlender, tinged with all the 
« ſoft and lovely colours of the moſt gloffy mother of 
„ pearl. — But what aſtoniſhes me more taan all, is 
„* the view:of that coloured duſt, which your inſtru- 
« ment has turned into a cluſter of feathers. E- 
„very one wrought off with a regularity and a de- 
% licacy, that are beyond the power of deſcription. 
* The fineſt ſtroke drawn by the Italian pen, compa- 
« red with the extreme minuteneſs of the ſhaft, is 
e broad and bulky as an admiral's maſt, A ſpeck of 
6 leaf- gold, could it be weighed againſt the exquilite 
cc attenuations of the vane P would ſeem more ſub- 
“ ſtantial and ponderous than yonder marble flab, 

6 How nice, even to a prodigy, muſt be the me: 
5 chaniſm of the animalcule race] I ſee globules, I ſee 
* tides of blood, rolling through mæanders inexpreſ- 
« ſibly finer than the fineſt hair. Stranger tilt! I ſee 
« whole ſholes of active creatures expatiating in 2 


“ ſingle drop of water ||; taking their paſtime amidſt 


nour, and power ; for thou haſt created all things and for thy 
pleaſure they now exiſt, and were at firſt created, Rev, iy. 11. 
| _ * M1L Tox, book VII. 

+ Theſe flicks are the little ribs, which ſupport, at proper in: 
tervals, the fine tranſparent membrane of the wing. 

+ Vane is the feathery part of a quill. | 

| In a fingle drop of water, Dr Hoek is ſaid to have dif- 

u 
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« ſuch a ſcanty canal, as unſtraitened and as much 
&« at large, as ſeviathan in tlie abyſſes of the ocean. — A 
hole kingdom of theſe creatures, tho collected into 
« a body, are quite undiſcernable by the naked eye. 
«© What then muſt bethe ſizeof every individual? Yetm 
e every individual there is a complete ſyſtem of limbs; 
« each endowed with ſpontaneous motion; all aſſem- 
„ led, though not crouded, in a living atom. To 
« rellect upon the texture of veſſels, and the opera- 
„tion of organs, 10 complex, ſo numerous, yet {0 
« inconceivably minute; how it awakens admiration ! 
« fills me with reverence of the almighty MAKER: 
« and yields a pleaſure, infinitely ſuperior to all the 
« modiſh amuſements of our ſex !—Your diſcoveries 
« of life in miniature, have given me a diſguſt of what 
« js called high life, and its folemn fopperies. You 
« have ſpoiled me, Theron, for a faſhionable trifler. I 
<« ſhall no longer reliſh the dull ceconomy of the fan, 
* or the poor parade of the ſnuff- box.“ 

Aſp. Have you nothing to fay of the teleſcope *—I 
believe, it muſt be my province to celebrate this admi- 
rable invention; and I wiſh I could do it, with Mani- 
lin's brilliant imagination.—If the micro/cope leads us 
downward, to the curious ſecrets of the animalcule 
creation; the teleſcope bears us upward, to the grand 
peculiarities of the ſtarry regions. The eye, conduct- 
ed by this wonderful guide, viſits a variety of maje- 
ſtic orbs, which would otherwiſe be loſt in unmeaſu- 
rable tracts of zther. — This, far more ſurpriſing than 
the diſcoveries of Columbus, has found out new colonies 
of worlds, in every quarter of the nocturnal ſkies, 
This has placed a glittering creſcent on the brow of 
one * of the planets; and has given others a moſt 
ſtately train of attendants f. 

Tell me, Theron, could you diſcern thef ull choir of 
the conſtellations, or diſtinguiſh the variegated face of 
the moon, without the aid of your teleſcopic tube? 
Could you, with your unaſſiſted eye, get a fight of 
Jupiter's ſatellites, or procure a glimpſe of Saturn's 
ring ?—Without that ſupplementary aid to our fight, 
they are quite imperceptible ; though the ſatellites of 
the former are incomparably more magnificent, than 
the retinue of all the monarchs in the world; and 
compared with the ring of the latter, all the bridges 
on ten thouſand rivers, are leſs than the ferule of 
your cane. 

As the N to the eye, ſo is revelation to the un- 
derſtanding. It diſcovers truths, which, excluſive of 
ſuch a diſcovery, had been for ever hid from the moſt 
ſagacious minds. Tis ſtrange to the unlearned obſer- 
ver, that this ponderous globe of earth and ſeas ſhould 
wheel its rapid circuit round the fun. But the ftele/tope 
has rendered this fact clear to a demonſtration. —* Tis 

| ſtrange likewiſe to our natural apprehenſions, that we 
ſhould die in Adam, and be undone by our firſt pa- 
rent's diſobedience. Nor leſs ſo, that we ſhould be 
made alive in CHRIST, and derive our recovery 
from his imputed righteouſneſs. But revelation makes 
this doctrine as certain, as it is comfortable. 

Ther. Does revelation make it certain ? — This is a 
point not yet eſtabliſhed, but taken for granted. 1 
rather apprehend, that revelation in no place maintains 
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covered, with his microſcope, eight millions two hundred and 
eighty thouſand animalcules.— This is mentioned, becauſe it is 
the prevailing philoſophy of the age. Though I muſt confeſs, 
that Mr Gautier ſeems to have gone a conſiderable way to- 
wards giving it another turn, As he has proved, before a 
learned aſſembly at Paris, that the vermiculares of Lewenhoeck, 


and the living molecule of Mr de Buffon, were only balls of air 


agitated by the fermenting of the ſeed. If ſo, it is not impoſſible, 
but Dr Hook's animalcula may be nothing more than balls of 
air, agitated by the fermenting of the pepper. 
Be this as it will, the young lady's remarks on the wonders 
of mechaniſm in the animalcule creation, I believe, will never 
be controverted. 4 0 BY . | 
as The planet Venus. 
+ The fatellites of Jupiter and Saturn, 
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it, in many places diſavows it. — Since your ab{ 
Aſpaſio, IJ have ſpent ſome time in ſearching the cr; 

tures, with a particular view to this tenet. And 1 — 
find no ſuch expreſſion in the whole Bible, as the im. 
putation of CHRIS T's righteouſneſs. If it was f 
leading an article, as you repreſent, ſurely it could nut 
have been entirely forgotten by the inſpired writer, 
nor utterly excluded from their body of divinity, * 

Aſp. The very identical expreſſion may not occur 
and yet the doctrine be abundantly taught. I believe 
you never met with the word re/urreetzon in any par; 
of the Pentateuch, nor ever read the phraſe fatisfaQin 
in all the New "Teſtament. Yet our LORD ful 
proved the truth of the former from the writings o 
Moſes ; and you yourſelf have aknowledged the latter 
to be the unanimous ſenſe of the apoſtles and evangeliſis, 

In the epiſtle to the Romans, we have rk, and 
repeated mention of a righteouſneſs imputed. M. 
or whoſe righteouſneſs, can be the ſubject of this af. 
ſertion Not the righteouſneſs of angels. They are a 
ſuperior claſs of beings, and have no ſuch intimate 
connection with our nature.—Not the righteouſneſs gf 
eminent ſaints. This is the exploded error of Popery; and 
furniſhes the Romi/b zealots with that chimera of ar. 
rogance and folly, works of ſupererogation.—Not any 
righteouſneſs of our own : for it is poſitively declared 
to be without works * in which no works of our own 
have any concurrence, or the leaſt ſhare. —What o- 
ther righteouſneſs then can be meant, but the righ. 
tevuſneſs of our great SUBSTITUTE, SURF. 
TY, and SAVIOUR? who took our nature; iſ. 
charged our debt; and is therefore ſtyled, J E 10. 
AH our righteouſneſs f. 

Ther. This ſeems contrary to the whole tenor of the 
ſacred inſtructions. What ſays the prophet ? Whe» 
the wicked man turneth away from his wickedneſs that 
he hath committed, and doth that which is lawful and 
rights he ſhall ſave his ſoul alive f. Here that greateſt 
of bleſſings, the ſalvation of the ſoul, is aſcribed to a 
departure from evil, and a perſeverance in good, to a real 
alteration in a man's own temper and conduct, not to 
any fanciful application of ſome tranſmiſſive righteouſ- 
neſs from another. | 

Aſp. Let me aſk my Theron, Is there no wickedneſs, 
but riot and 1 profaneneſs and injuſtice? 
—Unbelief, though it may paſs without cenſure or no- 
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tice in a ſyſtem of morality, is, in the volume of reve- 


lation, declared a capital crime. Our L ORD, ſpeak- 
ing of the HOLY SPIRIT, mentions it as a ſignal 
part of his office, that he ſhall convince the world of fir. 
Of what ſin ? Scandalous violations of moral recti- 
tude ? This were a needleſs employ. The light of rea- 
ſon is ſufficient to evince ſuch a charge, and the court 
of conſcience is erected to paſs the deſerved ſentence. 
— Of fin, adds the heavenly TEACHER, becauſe they 
believe not on me||; on my death, as the cauſe of their 
forgiveneſs; on my righteouſneſs, as the ground of 
their acceptance; on my SPIRIT, as the powerful 
principle of their holineſs. 

Unbelief treats GOD as a liar ; becauſe it rejects 
the teſtimony, which he has bore concerning his beloved 
SON.—Unbelief tramples on the blood of CHR IST, 
and is a moſt contemptuous affront to all his 2 of- 
fices——Unbelief would counteract the operations of the 
HOLY GHOST; whoſe peculiar work it is, to te- 
1 of CHRIST, and make manifeſt his righteouſ- 
neſs.—Unbelief inſtigates (could we have thought it 
your ?) a child of duſt, a ſlave of ſin, to idolize 

imſelf and his own performances.—To fay all in 2 
word, unbelief is that great, that comprehenſive iniquity 
which ſcornfully rejects, or impioufly renounces, the 
moſt glorious method of ſalvation, which Omniſcience 
itſelf could deviſe. | 


'* Rom. iv. 6. + Jer. xxiii. 6. 
+ Ezek, xvüi. 27. | John xvi. 9, + 1 John v. 10. 


ö :cked man, therefore, never turns from his 
N till he turns, by a true faith, to 7E SUS 
CHRIST. Till then, he is a rebel againſt the goſpel, 
however he may pay ſome ſpecious and partial regard 
to the law. So flagrant a rebel, that he ſtands parti- 
cularly 2xcepted, in the act of evangelical indemnity. 
For a3 he that believeth on the SON, hath everlaſting 
life ; fo he that believeth not, ts condemned already, and 
ho orath of GOD abideth on him &. | 
' Ther. What are the p/almi/”s ſentiments on this ſub- 
ect? Does not he repreſent the matter in a very dif- 
ferent light? Thou, LORD, art merciful ; for thou re- 
cwardeſt every man according to his, not another's works b. 
| Aſp. Weighty faying May it impreſs our very hearts: 
—GOD is merciful, and therefore rewardeth. From 
whence it appears, that what we call A reward, is real- 
y an act of mercy, rather than of juſtice. The wages 
of fin is death; but the gift, (ſays the apoſtle, altering 
his ſtyle, and making a moſt important diſtinction), the 
gift of G OD is eternal life f.—The inſpired penman 
ſubjoins, not for, but according to, every man's works. 
His works are the meaſure, not the meritorious cauſe. 
To merit, is the ſole prerogative of the SAVIOUR. 
ſo him it is owing, that our imperfect ſervices are 
honoured with any acceptance; much more that they 
are recompenſed with any reward. i 
Ther, Does not this expoſition of yours, claſh with 
that truly-generous acknowledgment of St Peter? In 
every nation, he that feareth GOD, and worketh righ- 
teouſneſs, is accepted with him . Here, it is undenia- 
bly evident, that acceptance with our CREATOR 
is founded on a man's own piety, and perſonal e 
Aſp. Rightly to underſtand this text, we ſhould in- 
quire into the circumſtances of the hiſtory.—The apo- 
ſtle had been ſtrongly and moſt unreaſonably prejudi- 
ced in favour of the Fews : imagining, that the ſalva- 
tion of CHRIST, like the diſpenſation of Moſes, 
muſt be confined to his countrymen.—But now, ha- 
ving conſidered the purport of his late heavenly vi- 
ſion; having compared it with the angelic metlage 
delivered to Cornelius ; and being made acquainted with 
the character of that valuable man; he breaks out in- 
to this truly-catholic declaration, —*<* My prejudices are 
% yaniſhed. My ſentiments are enlarged. From the 
« inſtance before me, it is 22828 certain, that 
«* G OD does not appropriate the bleſſings of his co- 
« yenant to any particular perſon, family, or people. 
« But, in every nation, he that feareth him, and, trom 
« a principle of religion in the heart, worketh righ- 
&« teouſneſs in the life, is accepted; ſo accepted, as to be 
% an object of the divine favour, and an inheritor of 
« eternal happineſs.“ ) 
This, I think, is the exact meaning of the place. 
And let it be recollected, that no one truly fear, or 
can poſſibly pleaſe GO D, without faith +. For which 
reaſon, it is neceſlary to ſuppoſe, that Cornelius, though 
a Heathen by birth, had believed through grace. — Nay, 
it is evident from the context, that he had heard of 
JESUS CHRIST: had ſome acquaintance with 
the deſign of his coming, and the execution of his of- 
ſice ; enough to be the ground of a real, though per- 


John ii. 18, 36. The words are exceedingly emphatical, 
and no leſs awful. Not barely he ſhall come into condemnation, 
but he (that believeth not) is condemned already. Though e- 
ver ſo civilized or refined in his outward converſation, he lies 
under a ſentence of death, and is the object of divine wrath. 
— Which not only will vit him, but abideth on him. 80 
that, where-ever he may be, whatever he may do, the diſplea- 
ſure of the tremendous JEHOV AH hangs over him, like a 
dreadful deſtructive ſword; which, if he dies in ſuch a condi- 
uon, will inevitably fall upon him, and cut him in pieces e- 
ternally. J 

1 Pſal. Ixii. 12. 1 Rom. vi. 23. | 

Acts x. 35. | Heb. xi. 6. ; 

+ See ver. 36. 37. Indeed it could hardly be otherwiſe, 

lince Cornelius was ſettled at Cz/area, the reſidence of the 
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_ cauſe, but the proof of its taking place. 
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haps an infantile faith, The buſineſs of the apoſtle was, 
to lead this convert into the clear light, and u privi- 
leges of the goſpel ; to ratify and confirm his title to 
them, by the ſacred /ea/ of baptiſm; and introduce 
him, as the fruits of the Gentiles, into the Chri- 
{tian church. 

So that nothing can be concluded from this paſſage, 
but that the glad tidings of Chriſtianity are for Jews, 
for Gentiles, tor all people ;—that faith, even when 
weak, is productive of good works ;—and when fin- 
cerely improved, will certainly be increaſed ; * will go 
„from ſtrength to ſtrength.” 


Ther. Does not our SAVIOUR, in deſcribing the 
procels, and foretelling the iſſue of the laſt deciſive 
trial, aſſign a kingdom to the righteous? aſſign it in 
this preciſe view, as a proper remuneration of their 
own good works; ſaying in the moſt expreſs terms, 
Come, ye bleſſed of my FAT HE R, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you, from the foundation of the world : rox 
4 was an hungred, and ye gave me meat; FOR, Cc. FOR, 

6. * 

App. Be pleaſed to take notice of the expreſſion. 
They are bidden to inherit ; and what is freer than an 
inheritance !—Obſerve alſo the reaſon alleged, and 
compare it with the rule of judicature, He that be- 
lieveth, ſaith the ſupreme JUDGE, Hall be ſaved. 
This is the avowed, the invariable ſtandard, by which 
he proceeds in adminiſtering everlaſting judgment. 
Accordingly, he confers eternal life on the righteous, 
as perſons entitled to this great felicity, on the foot 
of his own gracious appointment. 

Fox denotes, not the foundation, but the evidence 
of their right. “ I acquit ſuch a perſon,” ſays the 
arbitrator in a judicial claim; * for the witnefles 
depoſe, that the debt is paid.” The depoſition, 
which anſwers to theſe righteous acts, is the prof ; 
payment of the debt, which correſponds with CHRIST's 
perfect obedience, is the cauſe + of the diſcharge.— 
for ye have given ; Ye have abounded in all inſtances 
of duty to M E, and love to your brethren ; and there- 
by have manifeſted yourſelves true believers, 
lt may be farther obſerved, that our LORD fays 
not, Ye have done it to your fellow- creatures, but 70 
theſe my brethren J. He commends not every random 
act of good nature or generoſity, but ſuch kinds of 
beneficence only, as carry the Chriſtian ſtamp; were 
exerciſed to a diſciple, in the name of a diſciple.” 
And theſe moſt evidently ſpring from faith; theſe un- 
deniably atteſt its ſincerity. 

5 Der Are not theſe diſtinctions more ſubtile, than 
ſolid ! 

425 To me they appear in no ſuch light. If you 
hink otherwiſe, let us appeal to thoſe excellent per- 
ſons themſelves. The turn, the very remarkable turn 
of their ſentiments, will fully decide our queſtion.— 
Do they lay any ſtreſ upon cheir own religious duties, 
and beneficent deeds? Far from relying on them, far- 
ther ſtill from — they beſtow not a /ingle 
thought upon them. Having fixed their hopes on the 
ROCK of Ages, they forget theſe tranſient bubbles ||. 
Nay, they wonder, that their exalted MASTER 


Lord Lieutenant, and ſeat of the civil, as Jeruſalem was of 
the eccleſiaſtical government. In a place of ſuch general reſort, 
ſo very remarkable an event could not be unknown ; eſpecially, 
as Philip the evangeliſt had fixed his abode in that city. See 


Afts Vill. 40. | 
Matth. xxv. 30. 

+ The ſpring is come, ſays the countryman ; for the orchard 
blooms, and the blackbird fings. The blooming of the trees, 
and the melody of the birds, were never ſuppoſed to create, 
only to characterize, the delightful ſeaſon. They are, not its 
t Matth. xxv, 40. 


| Bubbles they are, compared with the all · glorious obedience 
of CHRIST, or conſidered in reference to the grand affair 
of juſtification before GOD. ut as bubbles, or watery ve · 
ſicles ipflated with air, 


are the means of exhibiting che beauti- 


1 


1 


ſhould condeſcend to make any honourable mention 
of ſuch imperfect ſervices.—O !, that we may be en- 
abled, through the whole courſe of our lives, to fol- 
low the example of their piety ; and, when we ſtand 
before the tremendous tribunal, to imitate their hu- 
mility and wiſdom! Their humility, in renouncing 
themſelves, and diſclaiming all deſert of their own. 
Their wiſdom, in repoſing their whole confidence on 
the merits and righteouſneſs of their REDEEMER. 

Ther. Our LORD makes no mention of this doc- 
trine, in his ſermon on the mount. Whereas, if it 
had been ſo very material, he would at leaſt have touch- 
ed upon it, in that comprehenſive ſummary of true re- 
ligion. 

Aſp. Our LORD ſays not a word concerning the 
ſacrifice of his death. Neither is there a ſyllable rela- 
ting to his interceſſion for tranſgreſſors. But are theſe 
articles of our faith to be deemed fictitious or ſuper- 
fluous, becauſe they are not expreſsly inculcated, in 
that admirable treatiſe of practical divinity ? 

However, upon a more attentive examination, per- 
haps, we ſhall find the point moſt ſtrongly implied, 
though not diſtinctly ſpecrfeed ; its neceſlity demon- 
ſtrated, though its nature be not explained. The illu- 
ſtrious TEACHER opened his mouth, and with a 
peculiar ſolemnity ſaid, Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit *,— 
But who are they? Not the perſons who ſooth them- 
ſelves with the flattering conceit of the Laodicean 
church; I an ich in obedience, and increaſed in ſpi- 
ritual goods f. Thoſe rather, who ſee their indigence, 
bewail their guilt, and hunger and thirlt after the ju- 
ſtifying merit of a REDEEMER; who, from the 
very bottom of an humbled heart, confeſs, LORD, 
« Tam no more able to conform all my conduct to 
« thy moſt holy law, than 1 am capable of atoning 
« for my innumerable fins. CHRIST muſt be my 
« righteouſneſs, as well as my propitiation, or elle I 
“ am irrecoverably undone.” | 

The inimitable PREACHER farther aſſures his 
hearers, that, une their righteouſneſs exceed the righ- 
teouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, they ſhall in no 
wiſe enter into the kingdom of heaven |.—How muſt 
Chriſtians exceed the Phariſees? Not only in being 
ſincere, in having reſpect unto a G O D's command- 
ments, but alſo in poſſeſſing a complete righteouſneſs ; 
ſuch as the divine holineſs can, with complacency, ac- 
cept; and in which the divine juſtice may, with ho- 
nour, acquieſce. Nor can this be any thing leſs, 
than the perfe obedience of the great MEDIATOR. 
—S$t Paul's memorable teſtimony, concerning his at- 
tainments in the Phari/aical, and his hopes in the Chri- 
ſtian ſtate ||, afford the very beſt comment upon this 
important declaration of our LORD. 

Ther. The ORACLE of heaven, you know, was 
once conſulted upon that moſt momentous of all que- 
ftions, How a perſon may aſcertain his title to life and 
immortality? And what is the tenor of the ſacred 
reſcript ?—We are referred to the ten commandments ; 
and, in the moſt explicit terms, with the moſt per- 
emptory air, told, This Do, and thou ſhalt live J. 

Aſp. That particular perſon, if you pleaſe, was re- 
ferred to the ten commandments ; not wwe, and man- 
kind in general. Our LO RD, in the preceding ver- 
ſes, had been informing his diſciples, that they muſt 
receive the kingdom al GOD, or the grace of the go- 
ſpel, and the bleſſings it propoſes, as a little child. 

nd this can hardly ſignify, in conſequence of their 
own doings. | 

Ther. That particular perſon referred to | Not we, 
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ful colours of the rainbow ; ſo theſe ſervices, though poor 
and defective, bear teſtimony to the exiſtence of that precious 
grace—faith. JON 
* Matth. v. 3. + Rev. ii. 17. 

| Matth. v. 20. | Phy. ll, 7. 8, 9. 
+ Matth. xix. 17. Luke x, 28. * 
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« and mankind in general!“ -I don't unde | 
meaning, A/þa/to. 4 —_ rag 
Aſp. You will obſerve then, that our L O R D', 
ply was not an univerſal direction, but an anſwer gi 
hominem ; peculiarly adapted * to the young — 


man's application: which, however it may be adm; 

red, was none of the wiſeſt.Inſtead of aſking, «« 2 
„ ſhall a poor guilty mortal, who is every day offend. 
ing, obtain forgiveneſs from the righteous GOTH 3» 
inſtead of ſaying, « How thall I, who am not able to 
„think a good thought, make ſure my title to an eter 
« nal weight of glory?“ our queriſt demands, What 
good thing ſhall I vo, that I may inhertt eternal life? Ile 
reply proceeds upon the inquirer's awn principles.— 
« [f you expect ſalvation upon ſuch /ega/ terms, no 
that your obedience mult be nothing leſs, than a fer. 
& feft conformity to the divine law. Perform all it 
* precepts, in their utmoſt extent, and with an ney. 
« mitted perſeverance, then”--But alas! ſuch perfection 
is too high for fallen creatures; they cannot attain unt, 
it. Neceſſarily, therefore, mult they drop all ſuch pre- 
tenſions, and have recourſe to ſome other method of 


Juſtification. ö 


Ther. Why did that “ wonderful COUNSE], 
« LOR,” if ſuch was the purport of his anſwer, cn. 
preſs himſelf ſo obſcurely? Why did he not ee 
his promiſing ſcholar from this fruitleſs attempt, and 
put him in the right, the practicable way of obtainin 
ſalvation ? | a 

Aſp. This he did, with the fineſt addreſs, and in 
the molt ſkilful manner. Had our LORD afirmed 
„ You are worldly; you are covetous ; your riches 
* are your 60 D;“ ſuch a charge would, in all pro- 
bability, have been as confidently denied, as it was 
plainly urged. Therefore he brings this ſpecious hypo. 
crite to @ teſt ||, which could not be evaded, and which 
was ſure to diſcover the truth: a teſt, which laid open 
the palpable and enormous defects of his ſo much 
boaſted obedience ; which made it appear, that, in- 
ſtead of keeping 4 the commandments, this vain 
ſelf-juſticiary had not obeyed the very jr/? ; but, 2. 
midſt all his towering imaginations of himſelf, had been 
and at that very inſtant was, a ſordid grovelling o- 
later; who preferred his tranſitory poſſeſſions on earth 
to an everlaſting inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, 
Could any expedient be more ſuitable to the caſe? 
or better calculated to reduce him, intoxicated as he 
was with 2 to a ſober humble mind? to beat him 
off from his falſe foundation, the righteouſneſs which 
is of the law; and lead him to a rehance on the pro- 
miſed, the expected, the preſent MESSIAH? 

It puts me in mind of my friend Sagacto's conduct; 
which ſeems to have ſome conformity with our LORD's 
procedure, and may, poſſibly, tend to illuſtrate its pro- 
priety.—Viliting one of his unlearned neighbours, he 
found him in company with a certain talkative ſtran- 
ger; who was haranguing, at an extravagant rate, on 
the wonders of aſtronomy.—Sagacio ſoon perceived, 
that the chief furniture of this extraordinary adept, 

# It is delightful to obſerve the une ai V4 the curious 
variety, yet the conſummate propriety, of our LOR D's con- 
duct; how exactly this divine caſuiſt ſuits his counſel to the 
different ſtates and characters of mankind.—The ſecure and 
proſumpenous he ſends to the law, that they may be humbled, 

o the contrite and penitent he preaches the goſpel, that they 
may be comforted, —When the Phariſee, full of ſelf-conceit, 
ſtands up, and ſays, What ſhall I do? the anſwer is, Do all that 
is commanded, When the ſinful woman falls at his feet, and 
ſpeaks in tears the guilt of her life; Thy fins are forgiven, 4 
the gracious reply. ö 

+ Matth. xix. 21. V thou wilt be perfect, ſell all that 
thou haſt, and give to the poor. This direction ſeems to be 
much of the ſame nature, with that other part of our LORD. 
reply, If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. 
Both were perſonal, both occaſional, both adapted to particu- 
lar n The er is no more the ſtated evangelical 
way to heaven, than the former is indiſpenſ. 0 
Aids ndiſpenſably obligatory on 


1 


5 tle acquaintance with the technical terms, 
Ag iden SO than a little ſhare ot aſſurance. 
flo, ſhould he bring the ſelf-plumed ſcioliſt to a little 
modeſty of ſentiment, and decorum of converſation ! 
He took leave to aſk, What the word aſtronomy 
« might ſignify ?*”” The orator was ſtruck dumb in a 
moment. He had never informed himſelf, it ſeems, 
that aſtronomy related to the order and regulation of 
the ſtars. This ſingle queſtion taught our minute phi- 
loſopher, more effectually than twenty lectures on the 
{1b et. It taught him his 0WN Ignorance, and that he 
hal the very rudiments of his ſo much admired ſcience 


ſtill to learn. 


Ther. What will you ſay to thoſe famous paſlages 
in the epiſtle of St James: By works a man 1s juſtiſi- 
„ Was not Abraham our father juſtified by works * f 
Can any words be plainer in their meaning ? or can 
aue meaning be more directly oppolite to the whole 
icope of your argumentation ſ 

Aſp. This I would fay, Theron. — The paſſages you 

ate, when detached from the context, may ſeem in- 
conſiſtent with the declarations of another apoſtle ; as 
a limb, when wrenched from its natural ſituation, ap- 

dars with an air of diſproportion. Whereas, reduce 
the dillocated part, and it will recover the ſym- 
metry of its ſhape; it will harmonize exactly with 
the animal ſyſtem.—Replace likewiſe theſe aſſertions; 
conſider them in connection with the whole paragraph; 
and they will be found, if not uniſons, yet perfect 
concords, with the {train of St Paul's teaching. 

What is the point which St James undertakes to 
inuſtrate To diſtinguiſh a genuine from an infin- 
cere ſaith. If a man ay, he hath faith 4 ; this is 
mentioned, as the boaſt of ſome hypocritical profeſſor. 
So that the apoſtle is evidently dealing with a pretend- 
der to the precious gift; and therefore replies, Shew me 
thy faith: Prove the reality of thy claim; prove it to 
ne and to the church, to thy fellow- creatures and fellow- 
Chriſtians. If unproductive of righteousand godly works, 
we muſt pronounce it ſpurious, worthleſs, dead, 

Having detected the counterfeit, he proceeds to de- 
ſcribe the /ferlinsg. The grand characteriſtic of which 
is, a frame of mind and a courſe of action, correſpon- 
ding with the doctrine believed. By this touchſtone the 
faith of our renowned progenitor was tried ; and, be- 
ing tried, was © found unto praiſe, and honour, and 
„glory.“ Was not Abraham our father juſtified by 
works ?—TJuſtified ! how? as to acceptance with the ſu- 
preme JUDGE? No: this was effected, long be- 
fore the patriarch offered up /aac. But when he ex- 
erciſed that heroic act of ſelf-denial, reſignation, and 
obedience, then his juſtification was evidenced, to all 
his contemporaries, and to all generations. His faith 
was made perfect | ; anſwered its proper end ; and ap- 
peared to be of the true, the triumphant, the ſcriptu- 
ral Kind; ſince it overcame the world, overcame ſelf, 
and regarded G ON as all in all. 

Upon the whole, St Paul ſpeaks concerning the ju- 
ſtiication of our perſons ; St James concerning the ju- 
ſtification of our faith ||—St Paul deſcribes the man- 
ver of being juſtified before the all- ſeeing God; St 
James points out the proof + of a juſtified ſtate, as it 


* Jam, ji. 21. 24. + Jam. i. 14, 


| Era. In this ſenſe, I ſuppoſe, we are to underſtand 
vt John's aphoriſm : He that doth righteouſneſs, is righteous ; 
manifeſts he truth of his converſion, and juſtifies his profeſ- 
* from the charge, and from the ſuſpicion of inſincerity, 
I fohn iii. 

That the expreſſion uſed by St James, ſignifies this decla- 
r4!7ve juſtification, is plain from 1 Tim. iii. 16. where the a- 
poitle, ſpeaking of our LO/RD FESUS CHRIST, ſays, 
MPnawody, He nas Juflified in or by the SPIRIT); declared to be 
the true SON of GOD; mani/efted on earth, and recognized 
trom heaven, as the undoubted SAVIOUR of the world. 

+ A very little reflection, I ſhould imagine, muſt convince 
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4. 
is viſible to men. The former proceeds from the im- 
maculate righteouſneſs of CHRIST, placed to our 
account; the latter conſiſts in the fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs, adorning our life. —Rightly underſtood, there- 


fore, theſe paſſages are not in the leaſt contradictory 
to the epiſtles of St Paul, or to the ſcope of my argu- 
mentation; but are a ſeaſonable caveat and a proper 
preſervative, againit miſunderſtanding thg/e, or pervert- 
ing this. 

Ther. I wiſh you would read that conciſe, but judi- 
cious abridgment of true « :ligion, compriſed in the 
fifteenth P/a/m. The ſacred penman, for his own, and 
for the information of all mankind, as, LORD, who 
ſhall dwell in thy tabernacle, or who ſhall reſt upon t 
holy. hill? To this moſt -intereſting inquiry, the fol- 
lowing verſes are a full and ſatisfactory anſwer : the 
whole of which turns upon the diſcharge of moral 
duties; walking uprightly, and working righteouſneſs ; 
without a ſyllable, or a ſingle hint, concerning the 
_ ſuperior excellence of faith, or the extreme ne- 
ceſſity of a vicarious obedience. 

Aſp. I have often read, and 1 well remember, that 
beautiful, that inſtructive P/alm. And I beg leave to 
obſerve, once for all, with relation to ſuch paſſages of 
the Old Teſtament, that they ſuppoſe the perſons 
whom they deſcribe, to be convinced of their natural 
corruption, to be humbled under a ſenſe of their actual 
guilt, and to live ind a conſcientious obſervance of the 
expratory ſacrifices : all which had an invariable refer- 
ence to CHRIST, and derived their whole virtue 
from his mediation, | 

Would any of the Few: ſaints, think you, have 
dared to advance a plea for eternal blefſedneſs, upon 
the foot of their own conformity to ſuch moral di- 
rections? neglecting, at the ſame time, the ſacrifices 
of the three great feſtivals, or a believing improve- 
ment of the daily oblation.— By no means. They 
were, and they would acknowledge themſelves, de- 
plorably defective. They would plead the promiſe of 
free grace, and fly to the blood, which G O D himſelf 
had appointed to make an atonement for their ſouls —By 
ſuch ſentiments and ſuch a conduct, they reduced to 
practice the very eſſence of our doctrine; diſavowin 
their own deeds, however yirtuous or religious ; an 
truſting in the ſtrength of Iſrael, the LORD our rig h- 
teouſneſs ; who alone fulfilled all the precepts contained 
in this excellent formulary of duty ; who was alſo the 
ſubſtance of every purifying and of every propitiatory 
rite, 

Ther. Has not the ſacred writer exprelsly ſaid, at 
the cloſe of the P/alm, Whoſo doTH theſe things, ſhall 
never fall? | 

Aſp. He has: and this, I apprehend, is his meaning, 
— * Perſons of ſuch a temper, and ſuch a practice, 
„ bear the marks of GOD's children, and are meet 
“for his glory. Accordingly, they ſhall never fall, 
either into total apoſtaſy HERE, or final condem+ 
“ nation HEREAFTER. They are now heirs, and in 
« due time ſhall be poſſeſſors, of his eternal king- 
% dom.” 

But you will take notice, that all theſe duties and 
qualifications, only characterize, not conſtitute the in- 
heritor of heaven.—You will likewiſe advert to an- 
other very remarkable circumſtance in the deſcription: 
He ſetteth not by himſelf, but is lowly in his own eyes X. 


every unprejudiced reader, that St James cannot poflibly te 
ſtating the method of juſtification before the infinitely · righteous 
GOD : Becauſe he never ſo much as mentions the death ot 
CHRIST—who made his ſoul an offering for fin—to whom 
give all the prophets witneſs, that whoſoever believeth in him, 
ſhall receive remiſſion of fins—and beſides whom, there is no other 
name given under heaven, whereby we can be ſaved—Could an 
apoſtle ſo abſolutely forget his LORD; and in a caſe, where 
every other inſpired writer acknowledges him ; nay, acknow- 
ledges him to be 4L L IN ALL? 


* Pſi. xv. 4. DR) A I cannot fay, that I admire. 
N 
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Or, as the more expreſſive original ſpeaks, he is deſpi- 
cable and vile in his own ſight. So far from aſpiring 
to /e/f-juſtification, that he even condemns and abhors 
himſelf ; and falls down, as a moſt unworthy wretch, 
at the foot of intinitely-tree grace. 
Ther. I cannot but think, it is the current doftrine of 
ſcripture, and I am ſure, it is one of the rt princi- 
les, which the light of nature teaches, — That the moſt 
«zh GOD muſt neceſlarily love righteouſneſs, and 
take pleaſure in the righteous. 
Aſp. If the light of na re was to publiſh a goſpel, 
I beheve, it would be formed upon your plan. It would 
beſtow favour only on the innocent, the virtuous, 
and the Holy. But the goſpel of CHRIST runs in a 
very different ſtrain. This brings pardon for the con- 
demned, and bleſſings for the accurſed. This is health 
to the ſick, and recovery to the ruined. The LORD 
hath anointed me, ſaith its divine AUTHOR, to preach 
good tidings to the meet, who are humbled under a ſenſe 
of their finfulneſs.—He hath ſent me to bind up the bro- 
ten- hearted, who are wounded with a conviction of 
their undone {tate ;—to 8 liberty to the captives, 
the wretched captives of Satan ; and the opening of the 
riſon to them that are bound, bound in the chains of 
ignorance, impotence, and miſery *. 
As I am myſelf a moſt unworthy ſinner, you muſt 
not be diſpleaſed, if J eſpoule the cauſe of thoſe un- 
happy creatures. Yet, though a friend of ſinners, I 


the Bible-tranſlation of this clauſe : In whe/ſe eyes the vile perſon 
is contemptible, Methinks, it does not favour of the tender 
and benign ſpirit of our religion, which teaches us to honour 
all men; to deſpiſe no one's perſon, but only to deteſt the wick- 
edneſi of the wicked. 

Should the ſenſe I have oppoſed, have its weight; the ſenſe 
I have preferred, is incomparably weightier., If to deſpiſe the 
vile, is a religious act; to think meanly of ourſelves, is a much 
more advanced, and a far more difficult inſtance of true reli- 
gion. This is to copy the higheſt PATTERN of human 
excellence, who, notwithſtanding his very ſuperior attainments, 
accounted himſelf leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints; nay, the very 
chiefeſt of ſinners. 

* 1/. xi. 1. Upon this paſſage of ſaiabT would beg leave 
to obſerve, that the word meek ſeems not to anſwer or convey 

the prophet's idea. By the meek, we are inclined to think of 
perſons, endued with that placid and quiet ſpirit, which is in 
the ſight of GOD of great price. This might diſcourage ma- 
ny people, who know themſelves to be deſtitute of ſuch a gra- 
cious habit. This might lead others to ſuſpect, that ſome ami- 
able diſpoſition is previouly neceſſary in order to receive the be- 
nefits of redeeming grace. Which is a very miſtaken, and 
will prove a moſt uncomfortable forbidding notion. 

The original cup ſignifies, in this place, the afflicted; not 

ſo much thoſe who are beautified with meekneſs, as thoſe who 
are oppreſſed with miſery ; ſpiritual miſery eſpecially ; not ex- 
cepting even thoſe who are ſlaves to their own unruly paſſions. 
The LORD FESUS never finds, but makes people meek. 
Meekneſs is one of the fruits of his SPIRIT; one of the 
bleſſings which he beſtows on the unworthy, 
The whole paragraph is a deſcription of extreme wretched- 
neſs. What can be more diſtreſſed than the man, whoſe out- 
ward circumſtances are impoveriſhed and ruined ; whoſe ſpirit 
is broken under the weight of his calamities; who is taken cap- 
tive by the enemy, is thrown into a dungeon, and loaded with 
irons ?—This is the prophet's repreſentation ; this is the picture 
of unconverted ſinners; and to theſe, to theſe CHRIST 
FESUS is a ranſom, a deliverer, a portion, 
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am no enemy to the righteous. I entirel 
my Theron in allowing, that the moſt high GON ne. 
cellarily loves righteouſneſs. Only I want to be in. 
formed, where this admirable and lovely quality i; 
to be tound !—Not among the Gentiles. They have 
iwerved from the didtates of natural conſcience. Nat 
among the Jews, "They have broke the holy com. 
mandment delivered on mount Sinai. Not anions 
Chriſttans. For, if G O D thould enter into judgment 
with us, we could not anſwer him one of a thoufang. 
In the kingdom of 4thiop1a, or in the cout y Gf 
the Maors, where will you find the native Whites? 

The SON of GOD found none among the race 
of Adam, that were entitled to the character of 1jvh. 
teous. He who gave himſelf a ranſom for all, mak; 
no application to ſuch perions *.—Why ? Becauſc he 
ſullenly dr/e/teemed perſonal goodneſs, or was unable to 
diſtinguiſh the excellency of inherent virtue? No; ly 
becaute he knew, that, amiable as theſe qualification; 
are, they have no exiſtence in the human heart, till 
the ſinner, reconciled by his death, be ſanctiſicd ali 
by his SPIRIT, 

You remember, perhaps, that remarkable anfwe, 
which the Spartans once returned to a threatening cm. 
baſſy from ſome of the neighbouring ſtates. Nothing 
could be more conciſe ; and, I think, nothing was 5 
ver more ſpirited and ſigniſicant. 

Ther. Thoſe neighbours gave them to underſtand, 
by their ambaſſadors, „hat, if they entered thr 
* territories, they would burn their towns; make the 
inhabitants priſoners ; and ſpread deſtruction where. 
ever they advanced.“ —To which infolent menace, 
the brave Lacedemonians made no other reply, than—IF, 

Is this the ſtory to which you refer? 

Aſp. The very ſame.—And when you are ſpeaking 
of human righteouſneſs, as the cauſe of our acceptance 
with the eternal GOD, I would borrow the language 
of a Spartan, IF, ſhall be my reply.— /, ſeclulive of 
the obedience, and independent on the SPIRIT of 
CHRIST, you can furnith yourſelf with this endou- 
ment; or zf you can carry your righteouſucſs to that 
perfection, which may equal the purity of the law, 
and comport with the majeſty of the LAWGIVER, 
then trait in it; let it be the ground of your confi- 
dence ; and ſeek no better foundation. 

But whoever ſhall, in this manner, ſeek for his re- 


agree with 


commendation to the favour of G O D, will act like 


the miſtaken countryman in Horace ;— who, being 
unable to ford the river, took up a reſolution to wait, 
till the ſtream was all run by: 


— — 2 


Labitur, et labetur in omne volubilis avum f. 


Ther. Here, I fancy, we muſt take leave of your 
countryman. If he adheres to his reſolution, we 
ſhall find him in the very fame ſituation, when break- 


faſt is over; and may reſume our ſubject, juſt where 


it is diſcontinued. 


* Matth. ix. 13. Icame not to call the righteous, but ſinners ti 
repentance. | 
+ Vain man, defift : ſuch flatt'ring hopes forego : 
It flows, and flows, and will for ever flow. 
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Ther. FFP O me, who have ſpent the greateſt part of 
the winter in town, theſe ſcenes of the 

country are inexpreſſibly pleaſing. Take who will the 
gilded ſaloon, and the ſilken leite ſo long as I can 
elter myſelf under the canopy of ſuch a ſpreading 
beech, and uſe one of its coarſe, mis-ſhapen roots for 
my ſeat. | on: ma Len 
*Tis true, we ſee no Longer thoſe ſplendid brocades, 
and elegant toupees, which diſtinguiſh the Park and 
the Mall. — But we have, full in our view, a multi- 


* 


pune with their rakes, 
oft incumbrance, appears freſh and green, like ano- 
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tude of honeſt ruſtics, purſuing their chearful labours 
in yonder meadow ; ſome mowin g the luxuriant her- 
bage; ſome raiſing it into regular cocks; others load- 
ing their waggons with the hay, or clearing the 
The ground, cleared of its 


ther ſpring. While the exhalations of the tedded 
graſs, floating in the air, give a rural perfume to the 
gale.—And which, my A/pafio, which are the moſt 
valuable objects? The little labourers of the hive, that 
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themſelves, and regale their maſters ? or the 
nay Hutterer of the garden, whote whole lite is no- 
thing but ſport 3 _ their higheſt character is, to be 
Aſieniſicantly prett 
1 in this retirement, we hear none of the wan- 
ton and corrupting airs of the opera ; no, hor the 
majeſtic and ennobling melody of the orator — But 
Vs have a band of muſic, ſtationed in the grove; and 
a concert of native harmony, warbling from the 


houghs. We are entertained with the muſic, which 


charmed the human ear, long before f Fubal found 


but his inſtruments; and thouſands of years betore 
ne compoſed his notes.-—The bull-linch, and a 
multitude of little tuneful throats, ſtrike the key. 
The thraſh below, and the iky-lars reſponſive from 
above, diver/ify and exalt the ſtrain. The blackbird, 
ſomeu hat like the ſolemn organ, with notes perfectly 
mellow, and gracefully ſonorous, crowns the choir. 
While the turtle's melancholy voice, and the murmur- 
ing water's plaintive tone, deepen and complete the uni- 

Aal ſymphony. g ye 
2" This is the woke, which conſtituted the firſt ſong 
of thankſgiving, and formed the firit vocal praile, that 
the all-gracious CREATOR received from his new- 
made world. This is neither the parent of effemina- 
cy, nor a pander ſor vice; but reſines the affections, 
even while it amuſes the imagination. 

Ther. All the entertainments of nature, are calcula- 
ted to ſecure our innocence, as well as to gratify our 
fancy. And what is another very agreeable circum- 
fiance, thoſe gratifications which afford the ſublimeſt 
pleaſure, are exhibited gratis, While thoſe which c- 
nervate the mind, and debauch the affections, mult be 
dearly purchaſed. Every one cannot gain admittance in- 
to the boxes or the pit, when ſome celebrated tragedy is 
brought upon the ſtage. But every one may behold 
the beauteous exhibitions of /pring, and the finiſhed 
productions. of autumn, All may contemplate the ma- 
chinery of nature, and the wonders of creation; there- 
by enjoying a far more exquiſite amuſement, without 
any of the guilt, or any of the danger, 

The inhabitants of yonder villages have never beheld 
the ſplendid proceſſion, which ſolemnizes the corona- 
tion of a monarch ; nor the gaudy illuminations, which 
diſtinguiſh the anniverſary of his birth. But they lee, 
almoſt every morning, a much nobler ſpectacle diſplay- 
ed in the eaſt. They ſee the great ruler of the day, or 
rather the envoy from day's eternal SOVEREIGN, 
making his entry amidſt the ſpaces of the ſky. — The 
heavens are ſtrewed with colours, which outvie the 
pinks and carnations. The graſs is decked with dew- 
drops, and every plant is ſtrung, as it were, with pearls. 
All around the darkneſs retires, and fweet refreſhing 
gales ariſe.— At length the magnificent luminary ap- 
pears.— And what is all the oſtentatious pomp of kings? 
what is all the glitter of the moſt brilliant court? com- 
pared with his tranſcendent luſtre? This ſpectacle we 
may behold, without laſs of time, or prejudice to 
health. Nay, we cannot behold it, without improving 
one, and redeeming the other. So beneficial are even 
the pleaſures which nature yields; fo ſerviceable the 
very diverſions, to which ſhe invites ! N 

Aſp. Thus gracious is the almighty MAKER, in 
the conſtitution of material things. The ſubſtantial 
and the valuable, are open to every one; are acceſlible 
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by all. Only the tinſel and the trappings, are the pro- 5 


perty of a few; the poor prerogative of wealth. 
No leſs gracious is G OD, in the diſpoſal of /piri- 


* Majeſtic and ennobling.—This, I think, is the true cha- 
racter, and expreſſes the real tendency, of the araterio. Neyer- 
theleſs, it may not be improper ta obſerve, that if we carry a 
trifling or irreligious ſpirit to the gntertainment ;-if we attend 
to the muſical airs, but diſregard thofe ſacred truths, which 
enter into the compoſition ; ſuch a behavigur will be little bet- 
ter than a profanation of holy things. I fear, it will be a ſpe: 
dies of taking GO Ds adorable and glorious name in vain. 

| + Gen. iv. 21. | 
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tual favours, Theſe are infinitely more excellent, and 
yet are equally free. We are invited to buy them, 
without money, and without price &. What do you 
give for the benefits of the riſing ſun, or the delights | 


of this rural melody? The caſe is much the ſame, 
with regard to the righteouſneſs, by which we are Jus 
ſtified, and all the bleflings of ſalvation. a 


Ther. This brings ta our remembrance the country- 
man, whom we left on the banks of the river. And, 
for aught I can ſee, Theron and the ruſtic are pretty 
much upon a footing. The firſt as far from acceding 
to your notions, as the laſt is from gaining his point. 

Aſp. Have you any objection, Theron, to theſe gifts 
of nature, becauſe they are neither purchaſed by your 
money, nor produced by your own toil ? 

Ther. But who can ever expect to obtain pardon, 
and acceptance, and eternal falyation, at ſo cheap a 
rate? It ſeems to be all deluſion, A/paſio. 

Aſp: So cheap ! Then you would pay ſomewhat, I 
perceive, by way of price.—But give me leave to aſk, 
What price did you pay to GOD your MAKER, for fa- 
ſhioning you in your mother's womb? what price have 
you paid to GOD your PRESERVER, for upholding 
you ever ſince you was born? Or what price do you 
think of paying to GOD the ſupreme PROPRIETOR, 
for the ground on which you tread, for theair in which 
you breathe, for the light by which you ſee? Juſt the 
ſame price mult you advance to GOD your SAVIOUR, 
tor all his juſtifying merits; 

Both bee and thaſe proceed from the ſame BEN E- 
FACTOR. They are all abſolutely neceſſary, either 
for the welfare of the body, or the happineſs of the 
ſoul. And they are all vouchſafed on the ſame free 
terms. For thus faith the prophet, His going forth; 
in the diſpenſation of the * is prepared as the 
morning. CHRIST, with all his precious privileges, 
ſhall come unto us as the rain; as the latter and former 
rain unto the earth 4—However, if you are acquaint- 
ed with a different, or a better way, be ſo good as to 
communicate your knowledge. 

Ther. Some, you may obſerve, depend upon their 
inaſfenſive behaviour. They live peaceably. They do 
no harm to their neighbours. They are guilty of nd 
groſs offence againſt GOD. And why Ka d they 
not hope to obtain his favour ?—They apprehend, the 
prophet Samuel eſtabliſhes their hope, when he makes 
this ſolemn appeal; Whoſe aſs have I taten? whoſe on 
have I taken? or whom have I defrauded | *-—Nay, they 
imagine, that our LO R D himſelf has authoriſed their 
expectation, by giving this Character of Nathanael; An 
Iſraelite indeed, in whom 1s no guile l. A freedom from 
outward injuſtice and inward hypocriſy, is all the qua- 
en, applauded in the one caſe, avowed in the 
Other. 

. This negative goodneſs (if it deſerves to be 
called goodneſs) was 2 plea for the empty Phariſes. 
But none, I preſume, would chuſe tb be aſſociated 
with /uch a companion, either in character here, or in 
condition hereafter. 

Samuel, in the place you mention, is vindicating 
himſelf, only to his fe/low-creatures, and only in the 
capacity of a magiſtrate. He ſpeaks not of his juſtifi- 
cation before the JUDGE of quick and dead. This, 
he well knew, muſt be derived from another ſaurce, 
and muſt reſt upon a firmer bottom. | 

The Iſraelite without guila, was a perſon, who not on- 
ly abſtained from every fin, hut performed every duty; 
and without any wilful neglect of the one, or any al- 
lowed indulgence of the other. This inſtance, there- 
fore, will by no means prove the ſufficiency of your 
negative righteouſneſs, Which ſeems ta have juſt 
the ſame degree of excellency, as a fountain that ne- 
ver 2 in water, ar as a cloud that never deſcends 
in rain 4. | 


II. lv. 1, + Hoſ. vi. 3. 4 1 Sam. Xii. 3. John i. 47. 
+ Vel lyra que reticet, vel qui non tenditur arcus, CLAU DIAN, 
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Th «. In this particular, Aſpa/io, your ſentiments are 
mine. But I would add morality to civility ; the vir- 
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tuous to the inofftenlive converſation. And if we 

not only ceaſe to do evil, but learn to do well; it we 

uſe temperance, exerciſe charity, and keep all the 

commandments to the % of cut power, is not this a 
ficient foundation for our hope: 

Aſp. Yes, Theron ; it, as you add morality to your 
civility, you add perfection to both. Otherwiſe you 
muſt be ranked, not among the claimants, but among 
the delinquents. You have no title to a reward, but 
{ſtand in need of pardon. | 

It is a principle of juſtice, founded on the unalter- 
able conſtitution of things, 'That the debtor be ac- 
quitted, when he has paid the debt. But ſuppoſing 
him, inſtead of gold to bring iron, inſtead of talents 
to return pence, inſtead of defray ing, to increaſe the 
ſcore daily; can he then reaſonably expect, or legally 
claim a diſcharge ? | 

With reſpect to ſuch an obedience, we may paſs our 
verdict in the figurative, but very expreſs language of 
haiah : The bed 1s ſhorter, than that a man can ſtretch 


himſelf on it; and the covering narrower, than that he 


can wrap himſelf in it &. It can neither give reſt to 
the alarmed conſcience, nor afford protection to the 

uilty ſoul, If we have nothing better to plead, we 
mal not be able to lift up our heads, in the laſt deciſive 
judgment; but muſt enter into the rock, and hide our- 
ſelves in the duſt, for fear of the LO RD, and for the 
glory of his majeſty f. : 

Ther. We will go a ſtep farther, and take in the ex- 
erciſe of devotion. We will read GO D's word; pray 
to his divine MAJESTY; and regularly attend on 
his public worſhip. —Here now are ſocial accomplith- 
ments and moral virtues, completed by the pertorm- 
ance of religious duties. | 

Aſp. Completed /—I fear that expreſſion will ſcarcely 
abide the teſt of a ſingle query. Have you then per- 
formed all your duties, with that ardent love of GOD, 
and undivided view to his glory; with that adoring 

atitude to the bleſſed FESUS, and that child-like 
F on his SPIRIT; which the nature of 
things requires, and the ſcriptures of truth enjoin ? 
If not, your duties, be they moral, or religious, or 

both, are far from being complete. Nay, they are 
utterly defective ; and, for that reaſon, abſolutely in- 
ſuſlicient for your juſtification. They are clipped or 
ſophiſticated coin. And will that be current in the 
world of glory ? 

Ther. Allowing them to be defective, they are at 
leaſt /incere. And though not free from all alloy, yet 
if they bear the image and ſuperſcription of integrity, 
why ſhould they be rejected, as “ reprobate ſilver | ? 
Why ſhould they not obtain the currency you mention? 

Aſp. Alas! —l1ays a judicious and admired writer, 
—* the imperfections of our beſt ſervices daily forfeit 
ce the bleſlings of fine. How impoſſible then is it, that 
c the ſincerity of them, amidſt ſo many frailties and 
defects, ſhould purchaſe the glories of eternity!“ 

Ther. Be your writer ever ſo judicious, I can con- 
front him with others, equally capable of judging, 
and diametrically oppoſite in opinion.—What ſays that 
wiſe and brave man, the ſucceſſor of Moſes, and gene- 
raliſſimo of the armies of 1/rae/? Joſhua, I am ſure, 
declares himſelf on my fide: Fear the LORD, and 
ſerve him in ſincerity ||, is his laſt ſolemn charge to the 
people. —Even the great apoſtle, on a review of his 
miniſtry, makes it matter of ſclf-gratulation, that he 

had his converſation in godly ſincerity |. l 

| Aſp. You have quoted the charge delivered by the 
ſervant, be pleaſed to recollect the proteſtation made 
by the maſter: Not for thy righteouſneſs, ſays Moſes, or 
for the uprightneſs of thy heart, deſt thou go to poſſeſs their 
land ++, Even an earthly Canaan was not given to the 
* If. xxviii. 20, + If. ii. 10. 


2 1 er. vi. ho 
| Joſh. xxiv, 14. 4 2 Cor. i. 12. — 


Deut. ix. 5, 
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Iſraelites, as the reward of their own, either outwarg 
obedience, or inward ſincerity. Much leſs can we ex. 
pect the kingdom of immortality, on account of an 
uprightneſs of our intentions, or piety of our actions. 

However, as the doctrine of ſincerity is the favou- 
rite and the faſhionable tenet, I will conform a little tg 
the taſte in vogue. You ſhall have no reaſon to com. 
plain, that I am either a =_ or a Stoic *.—Let it ſuf. 
fice us to be ſincere. Only let us refer ourſelves to 
the apoſtle, for a deſcription of this darling qualifica. 
tion. That ye may be ſincere, being filled with the fruit. 
of righteouſneſs, which are by JESUS CHRIST, 
unto the praiſe and glory of G O D }- 

Here are three properties of acceptable ſincerity... 
It muſt bear fruits, the fruits of righteouſneſs ; ang 
bear them abundantly, ſo that we may be filled with 
them.-—The branch and the fruits muſt derive, that 
its vigour, theſe their flavour, and both of them their 
very being, from the all · ſupporting, all-ſupplying root 
CHRIST FESU S.--Then, initead of terminating 
in {elf-juſtification, they muſt redound to the honour 
of G OD. It is not ſaid, theſe ſhall 79s you, but 
theſe ſhall g/orzfy your FAT HE R which is in heaven, 

This kind of ncerity can never be too highly e- 
ſteemed, nor too 8 encouraged. But this, 
you will obſerve, flows from the grace of CHRIST, 
and iſſues in the glory of GOD; therefore does but 
very poorly atteſt, either the ſufticiency of human 
ability to perform good works, or the ſufficiency of 
human works to win the prize of our high calling. 


Ther. Do you then exclude all works? Will you 
make a mere nothing, both of our moral endowments, 
and of your evangelical obedience ? 

Aſp. They are excluded, both the one and the o- 
ther, from all ſhare in juſtifying us: yet not by me, 
but by an authority, to which there can be no ohjec- 
tion, and from which there lies no appeal. Speaking 
of ſalvation, thus faith the wiſdom of G O D, Not of 
Works — 

Ther. Works of the ceremonial law, I ſuppoſe. Thee, 
we all acknowledge, are, under the Chriſtian diſpen- 
ſation, as a bond cancelled, or an act repealed. But 
ſure you will allow a better office, and a nobler cha- 
racter, to that courſe of obedience, which is regula- 
ted by the commands of CHRIST. 
| 4e- St Paul will allow it no ſuch office, as that for 
which my Theron is pleading. Te are ſaved, ſays the 
apoſtle. Ye are delivered from wrath, reconciled to 
G OD, and made heirs of his kingdom.—How ? By 
grace, through faith . Grace, like a magnificent ſove- 
reign, from the riches of his own bounty, and with- 
out any reſpect to human worthineſs, confers the glo- 
rious gift. Faith, like an indigent petitioner, with an 
empty hand, and without any pretence to perſonal 
deſert, receives the heavenly bleſſing. 

Both grace and faith ſtand in direct oppoſition to 
works; all works whatever. Whether they be works 
of the law, or works of the goſpel; exerciſes of the 
heart, or actions of the life; done in a ſtate of nature, 
or done under the influences of grace; they are, all 
2 every of them, equally ſet aſide in this great af- 

þ | | 

That the bill of excluſion is thus extenſive, or ra- 
ther quite unlimited, appears from the reaſon aſſigned: 
Leſt any man ſhould boaſt || : that all pretence of gory 
ing may be cut off from fallen creatures; that 
whole honour of obtaining ſalvation, may be appro- 
priated to HIM, who hid not his face from ſhame and 
/ 2 is he not worthy, unſpeakably and in- 

finitely worthy, to receive this unrivalled honour, as 
a recompenſe for his unparallelled humiliation ? 

Der. All our good works, we allow, are recom- 


The Cynic had no complaiſance, the Stic was quite in- 


flexible. 
+ Phil. i. 10. 11. f Eph, ii. 8. 


| Epb. it. 9. 
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CHRIST. They prevail for our juſti- 
8 Ts through his merits. So that we ſtill de- 
pend upon the REDEEMER; and, by this means, 
pay him the higheſt honour. 

Aſp. Depend upon the REDEEME R ! No, my 
dear friend. You rely upon your own pious acts, and 
moral qualifications. They, they are your grand re- 
commendation. The office con . rwiy over to the di- 
vine JESU, is nothing more han to be (as it were) 
maſter of the ceremonies, He may have the credit of 
introducing your fine accompliſhments, with a kind 
of graceful air.— But is this an office ſuited to his in- 
comparable dignity? Was it for this that he bowed 
the heavens, and partook of our nature? Was it for 
his that he became ſubject to the law, and obedient 
unto death ? 
our own endowments, with a plume and a ſcarf ?— 
Surely, Theron, you can never entertain ſuch low 
thoughts of the incarnate G O D, and of CHRIS T's 
mediatorial undertaking. 

Ther. Neither can I entertain ſuch /ow and viliſying 
thoughts of our own virtuous attainments. They 
diſtinguiſh perſons of eminence and worth, from the 
ſordid wretch and execrable villain; juſt as the noble 
faculty of reaſon diſtinguiſhes the man from the brute. 

Aſp. To deny good works the merit of juſtifying 
z, is very different from vilifying them.—You are 
ding to build a new houſe, Theron. Pray, do you 
intend to hew your timber from the flimſy tendrils of 
the vine? 

Ther. No, n K. 

Aſp. Becauſe you don't think its feeble ſhoots pro- 
per, to form the beams, and ſupport the roof, of your 
inteaded edifice; do you, therefore, affront them, 
depretiate them, or diſallow their uſefulneſs ?!—By no 
means. They may beautify your walls with their or- 
namental ſpread, and enrich the deſſert with their 
delicious fruit. This is an office ſuitable to the na- 
ture of the plant; and from this it receives ſufficient 
eſtimation, without pretending to the honours of the 
oak. 

Virtuous attainments, I own, are a conſiderable diſ- 
tinction, in the preſent ſtate of things. And, what 
i; a higher encomium, (I ſhall now outſhoot you in 
your own bow), mo will diſtinguiſh the true believer 
from the hypocritical profeſſor, even at the great tri- 
bunal. But let them be content with their province, 
and not intrude upon the SA V I O U R's prerogative. 
To efe juſtification, be his; to diſcriminate the juſti- 
fied, therrs Neither let them elate their poſſeſſors 
with a vain conceit of themſelves ; who, though they 
were meek as Moſes, holy as Samuel, and wiſe as Da- 
nel, muſt conſide in rr but the boundleſs mer- 
cies of the LORD; mult plead nothing, but the in- 
finite merits of his CHRIST. | 

This is the theology, both of the P/almi/t, and of 
St Paul. They derive the bleſſedneſs promiſed in ſcrip-' 
ture, not from the ſhallow ſtream of human accom- 
pliſhments, but from the inexhauſtible ocean of di- 
vine grace. Bleſſed is he, whoſe unrighteouſneſſes are 
forgiven, and whoſe fins are covered f. 

Ther, Will Aſpaſio then, ike many of our modern 
diſputants, muti/ate the holy word? induſtriouſly diſ- 
play what ſeems to ſtrengthen his argument, but art- 
fully ſecrete what tends to overthrow his ſcheme ? 
How could you forget, or why ſhould you ſuppreſs, 
the following clauſe? and in whoſe ſpirit there is no 
gulle. Was you afraid, it would demoliſh your opi- 
nion; and point out an vpright, honeſt mind, as the 
cauſe of this blefſedneſs ? | wn 

Aſp. Far was I, my dear Theron, from any ſuch 


* No, certainly. Perhaps it may be worth our while to ob- 
erve, that this is the meaning of a very ob/zlete expreſſion, 
* occurs in our tranſlation of (w os), Luke xvii. 9. I treu 
not. | 

+ Pſal. xxxii. 1. Rom. iv. 7. 
Ne VIII. 5 


Only for this, that he — 2 uſher in 
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roundleſs apprehenſions; and equally far from all ſuch 
Jeluſory deligns. Shall I talk deceitfully for GOD &? 
His ſacred cauſe does not need it, and his exalted Ma- 
jeſty would diſd1in it. No; I would condemn my 
tongue to eternal ſilence, rather than ſpeak a ſyllable, 
either to conceal, or diſguiſe the truth, 

Moſt readily we will admit the ſentence you men- 
tion: In whoſe ſpirit there 13 no guile. It is evident 
from the context, that theſe words are not deſcriptive 
of a perſon, in whole heart and converſation there is 
no iniquity ; but of a penitent ſinner, whoſe mouth 
freely confeſſes the iniquity of them both; confeſles 
without any reſerve, or the leaſt attempt to palliate.— 
Which, inſtead of invalidating, corroborates my ar- 

ment: ſince, acccrding to your own allegation, the 

igheſt merit conſiſts in a free acknowledgment of in, 
or a total renunciation of all worthineſs. 

Ther. When, therefore, we join reperitance to all 
our other works; lament our deficiencies, and implore 
forgiveneſs ; ſurely this muſt be available with a mer- 
ciful G O D, and cannot but entitle us to the happi- 
neſs of heaven. 1 

Aſp. How ſtrange does it ſound, at leaſt in my ears, 
for poor, miſerable, guilty creatures, to talk of en- 
titling themſelves to the happineſs of heaven, by any 
deeds of their own ! when it is owing wholly to GOD's. 
rich forbearing mercy, that they are not tranſmitted to 
hell; owing wholly to G O D's free preventing grace, 
that they are enabled to think a good thought. 

But not to enlarge upon this conſideration : — I 
would aſk, whether thoſe, penitential exerciſes were 
attended with a hearty deteſtation of ſin, and an utter 
abhorrence of the ſinner + ?—lIf they were, you would 
then renounce yourſelf univerſally. You would never 
think of placing the leaſt dependence on any thing of 
your own; nay, you would even loath yourſelf, —If 
they were not, then your very repentance falls ſhort; 
and is to be repented of. It is as if one came to the preſi- 


fat for to draw out fifty veſſels, and there were but twwen- 


ty f. It is, if I may continue the prophet's metaphor 
and the prophet's language, the ſcant meaſure ; which, 
in this your ſpiritual trafic, as well as in the affairs of 
ſecular commerce, 7s abominable ||. | Zh 

Or, ſhould your repentance be without a failure, 
and without a flaw; I muſt ſtill ſay to my friend, as 
our LORD replied to the young ruler, One thing thou 
lackeſt. In all theſe acts of humiliation, you have on- 
ly taken ſhame to yourſelf; whereas a righteouſneſs 
is wanting, which may magnify the law, and make 
it honourable.—Should G O D, without inſiſting upon 
this, pardon and reward, he would not act according 
to his glorious character; nor be, at oace, a ft GOD, 
and 4 8 AVIOUR +-—And if you can find this righ- 
teouſneſs, either in the depth, or in the height above; in 
any perſon or any object, ſave only in the imputed 
obedience of our LORD FESUS CHRIST; 1 
retract whatever I have advanced. | | 

Ther. A preacher and an author has lately aſſured 
us, that we are to be © accepted of GOD, and ſaved 
« by our own obedierice.” If fo, I need not ſcruple 
to repeat my aſſertion, that our own duties, eſpecially 
when accompanied with repentance, are a rea/and pro- 
per foundation for life eternal. 7+ 

Aſp. Then the apoſtle was under a great miſtake, 
when, treating of CHRIST and his merits, he ven- 
tured to aſſert, Other foundaticn can no man lay, ſave 
that which is laid, even FESUS CHRIST ++, 

Ther. If you will not credit a modern preacher, I 
can produce a deciſion, made by one of the moſt an- 
cient and authoritative /ynods ; Then hath GOD alſoto 
the Gentiles granted repentance unto life =,—Repeniancy 
unto life, is their unanimous voice, and my uncxcep- 
tionable voucher. | 

* Job xi. 7. 
T Hag. ii. 16. 
1 Cor. ili, 11. 


I Ezek xxxvi. 32 
Mic. vi. 10. 4 If uv. 21. 

= A xi. 18. 
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Aſp. I can eaſily gueſs the aſſembly, to which you 
refer. But I can hardly grant it the venerable name 


of a ſynod. It conſiſted of forme Fudarzing converts; 


who adhered, with a tenacious and bigotted zeal, to the 
Maſaic rites. However, though I might ſcruple my 
Theron's appellation, I readily acquieſce in Heir deter- 
mination. 

It is not ſaid, thoſe Genti/es were penitent, and 
therefore GOD granted them life. This ſhould have 
been the language of the afſembly, in order to eſtabliſh 
my friend's way of thinking.—On the contrary, they 
were dead in ſin. G OD, of his free goodnels, grant- 
ed them repentance : which 1s both the beginning and 
a ſubſtantial part of rue life; even of that life, which 
is founded on juſtification, is carried on by ſanctifica- 
tion, and completed in glory. 

I would farther obſerve, that repentance is a turnin 
of the heart. And when it 1s repentance unto life, it 
is a turning of the heart from every other object, to 
the great and ſole fountain of good, CHRIST F E- 
SUS. Were men ſlaves to ſenſuality? When they 
repent, they are turned to CHRIST, for reſined and 
heavenly affections. Were they wont to confide in 
themſelves, and their own works? As ſoon as they 
truly repent, they turn to CHRIST for a better righ- 
teouſneſs; and, thereby, for everlaſting acceptance 
with 60 D. In ſhort, they turn from every falſe 
ſtay, and fly only to CHRIST; depend only on 
CHRIST: looking, not to their own tears or hu- 
miliation, not to their own duties or graces ; but a- 
ine for the mercy of our LORD FESUS CHRIST 
unto eternal life +. 

Ther. Suppoſe it ſhould be wrong, to expect ſuch a 
vaſt reward, as the inconceivable glories of heaven, 
on account of our own duties; yet to ſet them 20/0 
alide, to allow them 1 influence at all, not ſo ne 
as the leaſt co-operation, in turning the ſcale; this is 
an exceſs on the other hand. If the former is pre- 

ſumption, the latter is fanatici/m. | 

Aſp. 1 muſt confeſs, I do not thoroughly underſtand 
what you mean by fanaticiſm. Neither 1s it of much 
ſigniſicancy, to enter upon the diſquiſition of an ob- 
noxious term. I would only maintain, that on us un- 
worthy ſinners whatever is beſtowed by the righteous 
GOD, is beſtowed, not as a debt to our works, but 
as the donation of pure grace. 

Ther. I think, it is ſufficiently of grace, if we ac- 
knowledge good works to be wrought by the aſſiſtance 
of the divine SPIRIT; and then admitted, together 
with our SAVIOUR's merits, as a recommenda- 
tion to the divine favour. _ 

pe The Phari/ze could make his acknowledgments 
for the aſſiſtance of grace: GOD, I thank thee, was 
his language. Yet this did not exempt him from the 
charge of pride, nor ſecure him from the ſin of boaſ?- 
ing. Beſides, if good works are wrought by the ope- 
ration of the divine S PIRIT, they draw a bill upon 
our gratitude, not upon the bank of heaven ; they 
render us the ob/iged, not the deſerving party. To 
think or teach otherwiſe, is errant Popery ||, however 
it may lurk under a veil of Proteſtantiſm. 

You bring to my mind a memorable ſtory. Two 
perſons were travelling through the deſerts of Arabia. 


The one utterly unarmed; the other wore a ſword, 
and carried a muſket. As the place was exceedingly 


* Acts xix. 4. + Jude 21. 

t Beſftowed as a debt, is, I muſt allow, ſomewhat like jargon, 
But, perhaps, jargon and inconſiſtency may not be without 
their propriety in this place; as they tend to ſhew the genius 
of that doftring, which would connect ſuch contradictory ideas. 

Cocod works, ſays a champion for the church of Rome, are 
mercatura regs cceleſtis, the price we pay or the commodity we 
barter, for the kingdom of heaven.— Another zealot of that 


comunion declares, Cœlum gratis non accipiam, It ſhall never 
he ſaid, that I receive heaven merely as a matter of alms.—So 
ſpeaks be / but, bleſſed be GOD, we have not ſo learned 
CHRIST. $354. 1 
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dangerous, the latter, ſolicitous for the ſafety of bis 
companion, makes him a preſent of his fire-arm.... 
Which was no ſooner done, than a lion eſpies them 
and advances fiercely towards them. The foremott 
diſcharges his piece, and wounds their horrid aggreſſor 
The wound, neither killing, nor diſabling, only enta. 
ges the monſter, He ſeizes the unfortunate make, 
man, and is upon the point to tear him limb from limb 
His fellow- traveller ffies to his ſuccour; ſnatches up 
the carbine, which dropt from the other's hand; and 
fells the ravenous beaſt to the ground. Then, dry. 
ing 5h ſword, ſtabs him to the heart, and reſcues his 
riend. 

The lion thus ſlain, they take off the ſkin: which 
he who flew the lordly ſavage, claims as his own, 
No,“ ſays his grateful friend, © as you did part of 
the execution with y weapon, I inſiſt upon half or 
„the ſhaggy ſpoil. I expect ſatisfaction likewiſe for 
e the 1015 of my piece, which you broke in the en- 
* counter.”-— To obtain both, he commences a law. 
ſuit againſt that generous aſſociate, who not only gave 
him the weapon, but Javed the proſecutor from the 
very jaws of deſtruction. 

Ther. If I had been judge, I ſhould, without much 
heſitation, have determined ſuch a cauſe. Inſtead of 
coſts and damages for my plaintiff, I thould have tranſ. 
mitted the wretch to the pillory. 

Aſp. I believe, all the world would applaud your ſen- 
tence.— Only be pleaſed to remember, that the proce. 
dure, on which youlo jultly animadvert, is the very pie. 
ture of our exceſſive unreaſonableneſs, if we preſume to 
write ourſelves creditors, and the divine BEING 
debtor ; becauſe he has delivered us from the bondage 
of corruption, and enabled us to perform the duticy 
of godlineſs. 

Theron pauſed, as ſomewhat ſtruck by the repreſen. 
tation. After a ſhort interval, Apa reſumed the 
diſcourſe, 

Believe me, my dear friend, ſalvation, both in the 
root, and all its branches, is entirely of grace. Or 
elſe believe me, for the many cogent teſtimonies of 
ſcripture, which moſt circumſtantially aſcertain this 
great truth. Election is of grace: Having predeſtinated 
us unto the adoption of children, not on account of hu- 
man worthineſs, but according to the good pleaſure if 
his will *,—Equally gratuitous is our effectual v 
tn: GOD hath called us with an holy calling, not ac- 
cording to our works, but according to his purpoſe and 
grace g. Faith, with all its precious fruits, is owing 
to the ſame cauſe : By grace ye are ſaved through faith |, 
From hence ſprings 1 together with al 
its attendant privileges: Being juſtified freely by b 
22 . IThis is the origin of regeneration, and every 
wing principle of godlineſs: Of his exon will begat he u 
2 the word of truth J. — The conſummation of bliſs flows 
rom the ſame all-ſupplying ſource : The gift of G 
eternal life ++ lt is, in every reſpect, a gift; not only 
without, but contrary to, all detert of ours. —50 that 
the foundation is laid in the riches of grace; the ſu- 
perſtructure is reared by the hand of grace; and when 


the top-ſtone is brought forth, when our felcity 13 


* Eph. i. g. + 2 Tim. 1. 9. 1 2. * ii. 9. 
l Rom. ili. 24. Awpray Ty alu apy One of theſe words might 
have ſerved to convey the apoſtle's meaning. Bur he dgubles 


his affertion, in order to give us the fulleſt conviction of the 


truth, and to impreſs us with a ſenſe of its peculiar importance 
FREELY BY HIS GRACE.—ls it poflible to find out a form ot 
ſpeech, that ſhould more ab/o/utely exclude all conlideration ot 
our own works and obedience ? or that ſhould more empbhat! 
cally aſcribe the whole of our juſtification to free, uninfiucnced 
ſover eign goodneſs ? To find an expreſſion mere forcible 59! 
the purpoſe, will puzzle invention itſelf, But zhis expreſlion 
we find uſed, again and again, by the ſacred writer; Hf 
ev erpiji, Rom. V. Ig. Tuc xapiſoc % rue Jopta g, Nom. v. 17. 

| — | Jam i. 18. | 

++ Rom, vi. 23. Napa, which is a more expreſſive word 
than p, and conveys the idea of reeft favour, 


D*'1-A*L © 
completed in the kingdom of heaven, the everlaſting 
acclimation will be, Grace, race unto * if. oy, 

Fhis is that glorious goſpel, Which human learning 
could never have diſcovered ; which carnal reaſon can- 
not underſtand 3 which the wiſdom of this world ac- 
counteth fooliſhneſs . which the envy of the devil and 
the pride of man, will always oppoſe. 


Ther. What ſay you to the opinion, which Ouranius 
ſo trenuouſly maintains, That we are juſtified, not by 
the merits of CHRIST imputed to us, but by CHRIST 
himſelf formed in our hearts? And Ouranius is none 
of your proud or carnal people. lis writings are re- 
markable for their ſtrict piety, and his life is as exem- 
plary as his principles. ; 

Aſp. You know, 7 heron, I have nothing to do with 
the perſons of men, but with the truths of the go- 
ſpcl. Ouranius, though eminently devout, may be 
miſtaken. And, if this is his way of thinking, he 
quite miſapprehends the doctrine of grace: 

What is written in the oracles 4 CE 5 he 

ORD juſtifieth the ungodly + What is implied in 
* — Onuranius HE juſtiteth the holy, the 
heavenly, the Chriſt-like. A man 15 juſtified by faith }, 
ſays the ſecretary of heaven. Ie is juſtiſied by works, 
ſays the pen of Ouranivs : only let them be works of a 
ſuperior order; ſuch as are internal, ſpiritual, and 
wrought by the operation of CHRIST on the ſoul. 
According to this notion, every one is [OE by 
his own love, his own purity, his own zeal. Where- 
as, an unerring writer has moſt ſolemnly declared, 
that by oNE man's obedtence many, many myriads of ſin- 
ners, even all the redeemed world, Hull be made righ- 
fegt ||. 

A, notion, 1think, is legaliſi in its greateſt ſubtil- 
ty, or higheſt refinement. It diſannuls the merit of 
CHRIST) it vacates all ,mputation ; and makes our 
ſalvation to conſiſt wholly in the work of ſanctification. 
Againſt which, if you remember, I entered my pro- 
teſt, in one of our firſt þ conferences. And now 
having ventured to animadvert on the tenets of o- 
thers, it may reaſonably be expected, that I ſhould 
give an account of my own faith, — I am juſtified ; 
my ſoul is accepted; not becauſe CHRIST has 
“ put his laws in my mind, but ſhed his blood for my 
« ſins; not becauſe | my/e/f am enabled to walk in 
« all godly converſation, but becauſe the LORD 
« ES US has fulfilled all righteouſneſs as my 
* Surety.” | 


Ther. I am for neither of the extremes. The mid- 
dle way 1s moſt eligible. This 1s what found ſenſe ap- 
proves, and the ſacred ſyſtem authoriſes. Whoſo belie- 
veth on me, ſays our LORD, Hall not periſh, but ſhall 
have everlaſting life +. Bleſſed, adds the beloved diſci- 
ple, are they who do his commandments ; that they may 
have a right to the tree of life ; and may enter in, through 
the gates, into the city =. | 

Conformably to theſe texts of ſcripture, I would 
neither reject our REDEEMER's merits, nor re- 
pudiate good works. As this ſhady tree, and theſe 
cooling breezes, unite their properties, to render our 
ſituation agreeable ; ſo thoſe two cauſes, acting in con- 
junction, exalt us to the favour of GOD, and conſti- 
tute us heirs of heaven. G OD himſelf has joined 
them. And I muſt urge my remonſtrance in opr 
LORD's own words, What GOD hath joined together, 


let not man put aſunder. 


Aſp. Would you then make impotence itſelf a coad- 


Jutor with omnipotence?—Does this humble the ſinner ? 
does this exalt the SAVIOUR ?—No: it is a moſt in- 
jurious infringement of his mediatorial dignity. In- 
ſtead of excluding, it evidently introduces boaſting. 


Zech. iv. * + Rom. iv. 5, f Rom. v. 1. Rom. v. 19. | 
+, See INalogue II. pag. 127. 
John i, 15. ERev. xxü. 14, 
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In conſequence of ſuch a ſcheme, it would be ſaid by 
the inhabitants of the heavenly world, „ Thanks to 
« our bleſſed REDEEMER for this happineſs ! yet 
« not to him 02ly, but to our own righteouſneſs alſo.” 

Can you imagine, that the obedience of CHRIST 
is in/ufficent to accompliſh our juſtification ? Muſt its 


efficacy be reinforced by the acceſſion of our works? 


And what are theſe works of ours, that they ſhould 
inhance the value, the immenſe value, of our R E- 
DEEME R's!—Maimed, tarniſbed, worm-eaten things; 
caten by the worms of ſelf-ſeeking,. ſelf-admiring, 
ſelf- love; tarniſhed by a thouſand vanities; maimed 
by ten thouſand negligencies.—To join theſe in com- 
miſſion with our divine MASTER's righteouſneſs, 
would be infinitely more diſgraceful, than to tack the 
beggar's rag on the n robe; would be alto- 


gether as needleſs, as to dream of augmenting the ſea, 
by the drops of our bucket, 


Ther. Worm-eaten What reaſon have you to repre- 
ſent our acts of obedience under this ſordid and ſhame- 
ful Image f TR} 

Aſp. I thought, you could hardly brook this diſpa- 
raging expreſſion. It is ſomewhat like petty treaſon a- 
gainſt the dignity of man. My reaſons I would poſt- 
pone to ſome other opportunity; when, if you pleaſe, 
we will give the cauſe a full hearing. 

At preſent, to make amends for this vile ſlander, 1 
will ſuppoſe your works to have no defect ; nay, to 
have all the perfection which you yourſelf could with. 
— Will you glory on this account?—You are too modeſt, 
I am ſure, to avow or patronize ſuch a practice. Yet, 
if we lay or think, concerning any attainments of our 
own, “ Tins is the ground on which I expect to e- 
& ſcape condemnation, and inherit life ;*” we do, in 


the moit enſtue, though not in the moſt explicit man- 
ner, glory *. 140 
Or, will you reckon, that theſe ſervices, becauſe 
faultleſs, are, in any degree, meritorious? Let us hear 
our L OR D's deciſion in the caſe. When ye have done 
not only ſome, but all thoſe things which are commanded 
you, And where is the man, or what is his name, who, 


in any nation or in any age, has done all that is com- 
manded ? 


Where ſhall I find him? Angels, tell me where? 
Shall I fee glories beaming from his brow ? 


Or trace his footſteps by the riſing flow'rs ? 


Yet even in ſuch a caſe, if all this were performed, 
what ſhall we ſay? We are no better than unprofitable 
ſervants : we have done nothing more, than what was 
our indiſpenſable duty to do F ; and have, on this foot- 
ing, juſt the ſame claim to honours and rewards, as 
the negro ſlave, after the diſpatch of his daily buſineſs, 
has upon the eſtate or the wealth of an American plan- 
ter. | 

Ther. But what ſay you to thoſe paſſages of ſcripture 
which I have quoted? You have given them a hears 
ing, but no anſwer. They, I do inſiſt upon it, ex- 
preſsly aſſert, therefore inconteſtably prove, an union 
of CHRIS T's merit and our own works, in the 
buſineſs of ſalvation. | OE 

Aſp. It is written in the book of Revelation, Bleſſe4 
are they that do his commandments. And wherefore ? 
Becauſe the obedience of faith is attended with à real 
blefſedneſs on earth; and demonſtrates our title to 
eternal bleſſedneſs in heaven. It is, though not the 
purchaſe, yet the evidence of our right to the tree of 


* Omnis caufa juſtit iæ et ſalutii eft materia et oljectum cat. 
Unde apoſtolus Nam fi Abraham ex operibus juſtficatus eft, «x6 
rau, i. e. Whatever is the Exuſe of righteouſneſs and ſal- 
vation, is a real and proper foundation for glorying: There- 
fore the apoſtle acknowledges, , Abraham were juſtified by 
works, he hath whereof #0 glory, Rom. iv. 2, 
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All this I acknowledge. But where, I beſcech you, 


does the ſcripture join the obedience of CHRIST 


and the obedience of man, as mutually conducive to 
the juſtification of a ſinner ?—The ſcripture utterty 
diſavows ſuch a copartnerſhip, and afferts what our ho- 
mily expreſſes; “ Surely, there can be no work of any 
« mortal man (be he never ſo holy) that ſhall be cou- 
« pled in merit with CARIST's moſt holy act &. —The 
ſcripture ſteadily declares, that, in this greateſt of tranſ- 
actions, CHRIST is not an acceffary, but the prin- 
cipal; nay, that he is ALL. Be it known unto you, men 
and brethren, that, fron bs this illuſtrious and exalted 


PERSON, is 


things Through this PERSON, without any part- 
ner or coadjutor. By him; not by him and our works 
jointly, but by him ſolely ; without the concurrence 
of any other action, or any other agent. This was 
typified by the Eigh prieſt, when, on the ſolemn day 
of expiation, he went into the tabernacle alone, and 
made the figurative atonement without any aſſociate }. 
—Prom all things; by HIM they are wholly, as well 
as ſolely juſtified : freed from every charge, whether of 
omiſſion or commiſſion; and rendered, not in part on- 
ly, but completely acceptable. | 

I hope, therefore, you will no longer conſider the 
ſupremely-excellent FESUS, as a partial cauſe of 
our juſtification.—What would be the conſequence, 
if a perſon ſhould fix one foot on the bank of yonder 
river, and reſt another on the fluid ſtream ? 

Ther. He muſt unavoidably fall. 

Aſp. And what ſays our divine INSTRUCTOR 
to thoſe double-minded Galatians, who could not be- 
lieve themſelves ſafe and complete in the merits of 
CHRIST alone; but muſt be feeking ſome other 
foundation, on which to repofe a Hare at leaſt of 
their confidence ? He ſays ; and they are awful words; 
they call for my Theron's moſt ſerious regard; Te are 
fallen from grace ||. 

Let me entreat my friend to beware of this error. I 
think, it is the prevailing error of our times; and fo 
much the more dangerous, becauſe it is ſomewhat ſpe- 
cious. To pour contempt upon the bleſſed FESU S, 
with the Libertines and Dezſts, would be ſhocking to a 
mind that retains the leaſt reverence for ſacred things. 
Entirely to ſet aſide the meritorious efficacy of his un- 
dertaking, with the Arrans and Socinians, would be 
afflictive to a conſcience that is impreſſed with the leaſt 
ſenſe of ſin, Whereas, to erect our merits on the 
foundation of CHRIST's; to be found in his, yet 
not renounce our own righteouſneſs ; this is both plauſi- 
ble to our reaſon, and pleaſing to our vanity. This 
ſeems to honour the divine SAVIOUR, even while it 

tifies human pride. But this is an egregious falſe- 

ood, and cannot ſtand, This is an abominable idol, 
and muſt be laid in the duſt. CHRIST, like the 
real mother of the child, will have the whole, or 
none]; the whole—un/hared—unrivalled—undiminiſbed 
glory of our ſalvation. | 

Let me once again entreat my dear Theron, to be- 
ware of this error. It is the main pillar in the Roman he- 
reſy, and the maſter-policy of the Popi/h Machiavilians. 
« CHRIST hath merited, that we may merit,” 
is their grand maxim, and their grand deluſion. 
Hence come their penances and their pilgrimages; 
hence the hypocritical mortifications of ſome, and 
the extravagant auſterities of others: this enriches 
their ſhrines, and fills their cloyſters. And to 
thoſe ſeminaries of ſuperſtition, let it be baniſhed, let 
it be confined. —T here let them raiſe their ſcaffoldin g. 


Homily on cod. Friday. 1 
+ As xiii 38, % , the word man is not in the origt- 
nal. 80 that I think, %ig illuſtrious and exalted PERSON, 
is the fulleſt and moſt exact tranſlation. - ear 


11422 1 Lev. Xvi. 17. | 
| Gal. v. 4. 111 Kings iii. 26. 
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reached unto you the forgiveneſs of 


fins ; and by him all that believe are juſtified from all 
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and try to enlarge the dimenſions of the ſky. 973, 
let them kindle their flambeaus, and attempt to 4 
creaſe the luſtre of the ſun. And when they have ef. 
fected this eafter talk, then will we Proteſtants follow 
their example, and adopt their ſyſtem. Then will we 
alſo think of adding our own righteouſneſs, by way of 
ſupplement to the dignity and etticacy of our LORD, 

Ther. If we are juſtified wholly by our LOR D', 
righteouſneſs ; if 9 be added, if nothing can 
be added toits all comprehending fulneſs; what become, 
of the generally - received opinion, That CHR 187 
obtained for us only a peſſibility of being ſaved ; or Put 
us into a capacity of acquiring ſalvation? 

Aſp. It will be diſcountenanced and overthrown, a; 
extremely diſhonourable to the REDEEMER, ang 
no leſs uncomfortable to the redeemed. When CHRIST 
procured our pardon, and recovered our title to lite 
it was all his own doing. Of the people there was noms 
with him *. In both caſes his work was perfect. Hear 
his own teſtimony : I have finiſhed the work which they 
gaveſt me to de f. Should you want an explication of 
theſe words, I refer you to the comment of an apoſtle: 
He, that is, FESUS CHRIST, has obtained eternal 
redemption fer us f. Ibis was his work, and it is tully 
executed. He has, H E Has, obtained eternal redemp- 
tion; and left nothing for his people, but to accept 
the glorious purchaſe, and hve as becomes the redeem- 
ed of the LORD. 24 

This truth is written, as with a ſun-beam, in the 
pages of the goſpel; and ſounds, as with a voice of thun- 
der, in the tongs of heaven. Salvation to our GOD, 
they cry, that fitteth upon the throne, and to the LAMB |. 
Thoſe ſaints in glory aſcribe the whole,—the whole of 
their ſalvation they afcribe, to the grace of 600, 
and to the blood of the LAMB. 

Ther. Have not many of our ableſt divines repreſent- 
ed faith, obedience, and repentance, as the terms of 
acceptance? CHRIST, according to this account, 
procured not the — itſelf, but only the giant of 
eaſter conditions, on which it may be enjoyed. 

Aſp. What ſays that ſublime BEING, who gives 
the ableſt divines all their wiſdom? My righteous /er- 
vant ſhall juſtify many +; not pave the way, or adjuſt 
the preliminaries, but diſpatch the very — all 
juſtify.—The terms of acceptance, for fallen and re- 
bellious man, were, a full ſatisfaction to the divine ju- 
ſtice, and a complete conformity to the divine law. 
Theſe, impracticable by us, were conſigned over to 
CHRIST. By him they were thoroughly accom- 
pliſhed ; and by this accompliſhment of them, he pur- 
chaſed for us all bleſſings. Among others, he pur- 
chaſed the gift of faith, the grace of repentance, and 
ability to yield thankful, dutiful, evangelical obe- 
dience. Theſe therefore are very 1 called the 
terms, which are really conſtituent parts of our fal- 
vation. 

To ſum up all in a word—the whole tenor of reve- 
lation ſhews, that there are but two methods, where- 
by any of the human race can be juſtified —Either by 
a perfect obedience to the law, in their own perſons ; 
and then the reward is of debt: Or elſe, becauſe 
the Surety of a better covenant has ſatisfied all demands 
in their ſtead; and then the reward is of grace— 
There 1s no trimming or reconciling expedient.— You 
may chuſe either of - two; but no third is propoſed 
or allowed. 1 | 

Ther. Was there not a different method for the an- 
cient people of GOD? | 

4h one, Theron. In the ſtate of primitive inno- 
cency, a perfect and perſevering obſervance of the di- 
vine command, was the condition of life and immor- 


tality, When, by the firſt grand apoſtaſy, this be- 


* If. Ixil. 6. + Heb. ix. 12. 
Rev. vii. 10. Fr 

++ Rom. iv. 4 Pacdtional debt; founded on the promiſe of 
the covenant, not ſpringing from any worth in the obedience. 


+ John xvii. 4. 


An ee 


ne impoſſible; a free pardon, and gracious accept. 
_ pre hum the Hed FES U S, were ſubſtituted 
in «ts ſtead. Which ceconomy, like a fountain of life, 
was opened, when G O D promiſed the ſeed of the wo- 
man, to bruiſe the ſer ent's head *. It ran, like a ſalutary 
njvulet, through the antediluvian world continued 
its progreſs along the patriarchal age; — flowed, in 
broader ſtreams, under the Moſaic diſpenſation ;—18 
derived down to us, abundantly enlarged by the co- 
ming of CHRIST, and the miniſtry of his apoſtles ;— 
will be tranſmitted, with an increaſing ſpread, to the 
lateſt poſterity nor ever ceaſe to amplify and extend 
its influence, till, as the fountain is become a river, 
the river is augmented into an ocean ; and the knowledge 
of the LORD our righteouſneſs i the earth, as the 
Laters cover the abyſles of the ſea f. Het 
There was, I confeſs, a diverſity in the adminiſtra- 


tion, but no difference in the nature, of the bleſſing. 


7ESU S CHRIST, however variouſly: manifeſted, 
was the ſame yeſterday, is the ſame to-day, will be the 
{ame for ever }. As it 1s the very ſame ſun, which 
gleams at early dawn, which ſhines in the advancing 
day, and glows at height of noon. 


My ſimile reminds us of the time, and leaves a moſt 


important doctrine upon our memories. Suppoſe we 
take the admonition, and begin to move homeward. 

Ther. We need be in no hurry, Aſpaſio. My watch 
tells me, that we have half an hour good. Beſides, I 
have ſomething farther to allege, and from a very great 
authority, which ſeems directly contrary to your no- 
tion. 

Aſp. Juſt as you pleaſe, Theron. If you chuſe to wu 
am all compliance with your inclination ; and, would 
truth permit, I ſhould be all conformity to your opi- 
nion. 


Ther. You know, who it is that aſks, What doth the 
LORD require of thee? And neither of us need be 
informed, what it is that the prophet replies; Do fu- 
ſlice, lone mercy, and walk humbly with thy GOD||. 
But I want to know, what you think of this paſlage ? 

Aſp. 1 think, it is abſolutely inconſiſtent with your 
ſcheme. This paſſage inculcates humility. But your 
{cheme is the very reverſe of that amiable virtue. A 
ſelf. juſticiary walking humbly with G OD, is little 
better than a contradiction in terms. 


The LORD has ſaid, © Ye ſhall be ſaved by grace. 


Your ſyſtem replies, No, but by our own works.” 
—lt is declared in ſcripture, < that the gift of GOD is 
eternal life.“ It is implied in my friend's doctrine, that 
this happineſs is the wages of our own deeds, —< My 
* $ ON ſhall have all the glory of a ſinner's ſalvation,” 
is the unalterable decree of the MOST HIGH. We 
„will have a ſhare in the honour,” is the language of 
your opinion.—Look, how wide therefore the eaſt 
is from the welt ! ſo remote is ſuch a ſtrain of teach- 
ng from the practice of walking humbly with our 

OD. 

Ther. But conſider, good Aſpaſio ; have I not the 
prophet's authority for my opinion? Are not his words 
expreſsly on my ſide? Does he not mention thoſe duties 
of morality and piety, as the appointed method of ob- 
taining the divine favour ? 

Aſp. He mentions, I apprehend, a ſolicitous inquiry. 
To which he gives a ſatisfa&tory anſwer ; then ſubjoins 
a practical improvement of the whole.—The inquiry is 
expreſſed in theſe words; Wherewithal ſhall I come be- 


fore the LORD, and bow myſelf before the high GOD? 


Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves 


* Gen. iii. 15. + If, xi. 9. f Heb. xiii, 8. | Mic. vi. 8. 


+ Eph. ii. 5. This text lays the axe to the very root of ſpi- 


ritual pride, and all ſelf-glorying whatever. Therefore the 

inſpired writer, foreſceing the bac wardneſs of mankind to re- 

celwve it, yet knowing the abſolute neceſſity of its reception, 

_— aſſerts ( ver 8.) the very ſame truth, in the very ſame 
ords, ; | | Nt 
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of a year old? Will the LORD be pleaſed with thou- 


fands of rams; with ten thouſands of rivers oil? Shall 


I give my firſt-born for my tranſgreſſion, the fruit of m 
— e of 0 foul [To which it is 1 
He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what is good for this im- 
portant purpoſe ; namely, the MESS IAH, point- 
ed out by all thy ſacrifices, and deſcribed in the pre- 
ceding chapter. Atonement for fin, and peace with 
GOD, are to be made by a better hand, and in a bet- 
ter way, than thou propoſeſt. HE, whoſe 1 2 
have been from of old, from everlaſting+; HE, who is the 
SON of the HIGHEST, and yet the ſeed of her 
that travaileth t ; II E has undertaken, and will fully 
execute, this great oſlice. 

And what doth the LORD thy GOD require of thee * 
What temper, what conduct, what expreſſions of gra- 
titude, from his pcople ? who are reconciled through 
the blood of CHRIST, and admitted to the bleſſings 
of the new covenant ||. — They are to teſtify their 
thanktulneſs, by the alacrity, uniformity, and con- 
ſtancy of their obedience; or by the conſcientious diſ- 
charge of every moral, ſocial, and religious duty. 

It this be a true interpretation of the text, inſtead 
of eſtabliſhing, it overturns your cauſe, - But I have an- 
other objection to your method, perhaps, more weigh- 
ty than the foregoing. 

Ther. Pray, let me hear it,—I am not ſo enamour- 
ed with my notions, but I can bear to have them cen- 
ſured ; nor ſo attached to my ſcheme, but I can relin- 
quiſh it for a better. 

App. I would illuſtrate my meaning, by a common 
experiment in optics. When objects are viewed in a 
concave ſpeculum, or in the hollow of a poliſhed ſpoon, 
how do they appear ? 

Ther. Inverted. | 

Aſp. Such is my friend's ſyſtem of religion. He 
inverts the order of the goſpel. He turns the beau- 
titul building upſide down; and lays that for the 
foundation, winch ſhould only be part of the ſuper/truc- 
ture. Not ſo the apoſtle Paul. He, like a wiſe ma- 
ſter- builder, places CHRIST as the foundation- ſtone; 


and rears his edifice of practical godlineſs on that all- 


ſupporting baſis.Examine his epiſtle to the Romans ; 
which is unqueſtionably the completeſt model of doc- 
trine, and the nobleſt body of divinity, extant in the 
world. 

He firſt diſcovers the depravity of our nature, and 
the miſery of our condition.—He, then, diſplays the 
method of our recovery by CHRIST, and the bleſſings 
freely vouchſafed in his goſpel. —After which, he de- 
lineates the offices of morality, and enforces them by the 
moſt engaging motives : motives, drawn from the free 
unbounded loving-kindneſs of GOD our SAVIOUR, 
and from the rich invaluable benefits of his grace J. 
Privilege he plants as the root: from which, duty 
blooms, as the flower ; godlineſs grows, as the fruit. 


Mic. vi. 7. 8. + Mic. v. 2. t Mic. v. 3. 

| Thy GOD, is the phraſe. Which denotes an intereſt; 
implies an appropriation; and is the peculiar language of the 
covenant, Thy GOD; not made fo by thy humble walking, 
but by an act of his own grace, previous to any obedience of 
thine, — According to Theron's principles, the prophet ſhould 
rather have ſaid, Walk humbly (not with thy GOD, but) 
that he may be thy G OD. | xe 
+ | This, Ithink, is the beſt platform for an evangelicalcatechiſm, 
The ruin of man, occaſioned by fin—his recovery, effected by 
CHRIST—his gratitude, to be expreſſed by way of obediencs. 
— This plan is carried into execution by the Palatinate divines ; 
who haye formed upon it, a ſummary of catechetical inſtruction, 


than which I have met with nothing of the kind, more clear 


and ſatisfactory; more edifying and animating ; more exactly 

conſonant to the benign ſpirit of the goſpel, or better calcula- 

ted to make. mankind both holy and happy.— This piece the 

reader may, ſee, together with a judicious, and very valuable 

expoſition of it, in the Latin works of Henricus Altingius, 1 

vol. Quarto, Which, I believe, may be bought for a trifte, 
"res 4x8 14 


yet are more precious than gold. 
L + 2 2 


F 


The fame order i; obſerved by St Peter, in his very 
conciſe, but very accurate map, of the way to heaven: 
Ele, according to the foreknowledge of GOD the F A- 
THER, through ſandlification of the SPIRIT, unto 
obedience, and ene of the blood of CHRIST *.— 
Firſt, the everlaſting and electing love of the FATHER. 
—Then, the enlightening and renewing agency of the 
SPIRIT; who teſtifies of CHRIST, and apphes 
his death to the ſoul, purifying the heart by faith. — 
From whence, as from a fountain of living water, 
flows true fanttification, and ev act of filial obedi- 
ence, every ſpecies of real hotineſs —All which, be- 
ing partly efective, and partly polluted, muſt be 
prin 
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ſ led with the blood of FESUS, and made ac- 
ceptable by his dying oblation. 

Ther. Is this the conſtant method, in which the ſa- 
cred writers repreſent the goſpel-ſalvation ? Do they 
always obſerve this particular order, in arranging its 


doctrines and its duties? Or, is it not an inſignificant. 


circumſtance, which goes firſt, provided we take 1n 
bath? 

Aſp. To obſerve this order, I am perſuaded, is no 
inſignificant circumſtance. It is of great conſequence, 
both to our eſtabliſhment and to our growth in grace. 
Is it a matter of indiſſerence to the archer, whether 
he ſend the point, or the feather of his arrow fore- 
moſt? Can he, in either caſe, hit the mark with equal 
caſe, and equal certainty ! | 

I believe, you will find, that the ſacred writers, in 
all their evangelical diſcourſes, invariably adhere to 
this order. tr. it took place even under the — 
diſpenſation.ä— When the LORD G OD publiſhed 
his law from mount Sinai,; when he wrote it, with 
his own finger, on tables of ſtone ; how did he intro- 
duce the precepts? how enforce their obſervance ?— 
Let us attend to the preamble ; which 1s the language 
of love, and the very ſpirit of the goſpel: I am the 
LORD thy GOD, who brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the houſe of bondage +. © I have already de- 
« livered thee with a mighty | of the moſt ſordid 
« and inſupportable ſlavery. I have promiſed thee, for 
« thy poſleſſion, the delightful country of Canaan ; 
« g goodly heritage of the hoſts of nations}. Nay, 1 
6s mel am thy portion; a GOD in covenant with 
* thee ; engaged, by an inviolable contract, and with 
% the exertion of all my attributes, to do thee good. 
<« Therefore keep the ſtatutes, the judgments, and or- 
« dinances, which I am now going to eſtabliſh.” — 
Could there be a more winning inducement, or a more 
endearing obligation, to obedience ? 

I might point out the ſame ſtrain, running throu 
the exhortations of Moſes, and the ſongs of David; 
the ſermons of the prophets, and the writings of the 
apoſtles. But this I wave, not through an apprehen- 
ſion of its difficulty, only from a fear of prolixity.— 


However, you will not think me tedious, if I produce 


one more inſtance, from the great maſter of our 
ſchools. For we ourſelves were ſome time fooliſh, diſobe- 
dient, decerved, ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures, livin 

in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another ji 
Here he ſets before us a diſmal, but exact picture, of 
our depraved and undone condition.—Then he preſents 
us with a delightful view of our redemption, both in 
its gracious cauſe, and precious effects. But after that 
the kindneſs and love of GOD our SAVIOU R to- 
ward man appeared; not by works of righteouſneſs, 
which we have done, but according to his mercy, he ſaved 
us, by the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
HOLT GHOST; which he hath ſhed on us abun- 
dantly, through F ESUSCHRISTourSAVIOU R. 
that, being juſtified by his grace, we ſbould be made heirs 


according to the hope of eternal life. — Having thus pro- 


vided for our happineſs, he then promotes our holineſs. 


* 1 Pet. i. 22 + Exod. xx. 2. fer. M. 19. 


| Tit, ii. 3. 4. 5. 6 7. 8. 
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| Yet; as the royal robe is an atrendant on majeſty 


1 


This 1s a faithful faying, and theſe things I will tha 
thou affirm conſtantly, that they who have believed iy 
G 0 D, might be careful to maintain good works : theſ, 
things are good and profitable unto men. 
make no comment * upon the paſſage ; becauſe 
I hope, you will commit it, as a noble depoſitum, to 
your memory. Your own diligent meditation, ac. 
companied with humble prayer, will furniſh out the 
beſt mags homes I would juſt remark, that the 
apoſtle, always conſiſtent, always uniform, marſhal; 
his thoughts with his ufual exactneſs. Good works 
are not diſbanded ; nor yet ſuffered to lead the van; but 
made to bring up the rear f. — When he mentions 
theſe fruits of the SPIRIT, he mentions them, not 
flightly, as matters of ſmall moment; but earneſtly, 
as affairs of great importance. It is his deſire, and his 
charge, that all believers ſhould be careful * ; have their 
hearts upon the buſineſs; ſhould uſe their beſt contri. 
vance, and exert their utmoſt endeavours,—not bare- 
ly to practiſe, but to maintain ; to be exemplary, 
diſtinguiſhed, and pre-eminent in the exerciſe of ever 
virtue. Becauſe this virtue, and thoſe works, though 
not the ground of a reconciliation with G O D, are ami- 
able in the eyes of all, and honourable } to the Chriſtian 
profeſſion. They are alſo a neccflary ingredient in perſo- 
nal happineſs,and the apparent means of ſocial »/efulneſ; || 

Ther. This view ot the evangelical plan is, I mult 
confeſs, new to me; and particularly your ordonnance 
of the epiſtle to the Romans. 

Aſp. If this be new, perhaps, what I am going to 
advance, may be ſtrange.— We have been talking a- 
bout acceptance with GOD; and debating, whe- 
ther our own good works are the cauſe of this ineſti- 
mable blefling. What will you ſay, if we can perform 
no good work, till we are intereſted in CHRIST, 
and accepted by GOD? _ 

Ther. Say — That this is razing foundations. 

Aſp. It is razing the wrong, the foundation falſely 


Perhaps, the reader will give me leave, though A/pa/io h 
declined the office, to add a ſhort expoſitory ſtricture, upon 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed parts of this very important paragraph, 
—1. We have the cauſe of our redemption ; not works of 
righteouſneſs, which we have done, but the kindneſs, the love, 
the mercy of GOD our SAVIOUR .—Il. The 2fe#:;; 
which are,—1. 7uftification ; being juſtified, having our ſins 
forgiven, and CHRIST's righteouſneſs imputed: all this, 
” ithout any the leaſt deſerving quality in us; ſolely by his 
grace, and moſt unmerited goodneſs —2. Sanctifcation; ex- 
preſſed by the waſbing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
HOLY G HOST: whoſe influences purify the ſoul, as the 
waſhing of water cleanſes the body; and introduce an improve- 
ment into all the faculties of the mind; ſomewhat like thu 


annual renovation and general ſmile of nature, which the re- 


turn of ſpring diffuſes over the face of the earth.—III. The 
end and conſummation of all; that we ſhould be made hzirs of 
the heavenly kingdom; and live, now in the aſſured hope, 
hereafter in the full enjoyment, of eternal life. 

+ The ſame order is obſerved by St Jahn. Rev. xiv. 13. 
Bleſſed are the dead which die in the LORD; for they reſt from 
their labours, and their works de follow them. Not go before, 
to open the everlaſting doors, and give them admittance into 
the manſions of joy, But they follow them, when admitted. 
As the robe, which, on a king's coronation-· day, flows from 
his ſhoulders, cannot but accompany him, whereſoever he goes. 
lt may be pertinent, on the mention of this illuſtration, juſt 
to hint, that as it is not the robe of ſtate which makes the 
king; ſo neither is it the external practice of holinefs which 
makes the Chriſtian. An union wth CHRIST, an intereſt 
in his merits, and the indwelling preſence of his SPIRIT; 
theſe, and nothing ſhort of theſe, conſtitute the true Chriſtian. 
„and diſtin- 
guiſhes the monarch ; fo practical godlineſs is inſeparable from 
faith, and adorns the believer. | . 

* ferien. This is ſomewhat like that emphatical expreſſion, 
which ſo often occurs in the old Teſtament, rms? ioun Ve 
all obſerve to db: $ ſhall be very diligent to fulfil ; ye {hall 
be very exact in performing. | 


| + men. The reader may ſee this word more critically 
explained, pag. 160. in the note. 5 


| Qpa@e, 


t Kana | 


Sod av eras A ; * 


Nin 


& cilled: which will certainly deceive as many as 
make it their truſt. And is it not prudent, when we 
are building for eternity, carefully to examine the 

ound? Is it not friendly; to divert a man trom the 
5 eacherous ſand, and lead him to the unſhaken rock ? 
or this cauſe I ſaid it once, and for this cauſe I fay 
it again, That we can perform % good work fill we 
arc intereſted in CHRIST, and accepted of G0. 

Ther. Produce your reaſons, A/þafio. And ſtrong 
reaſons they muſt be, which are torcible enough to 
{upport fuck an 2 * | 

Aſp. The caſe ſeems to ſpeak for itſelf. How can a 
man that is evil, do works that are good? Would you 
expect to gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thiſtles *— 
But let us hear what our wnerring TEACHER fays: 
As the branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf, except it abide 


in the vine; no more can ye, except by abide in me *. 


Nothing can be more expreſs and full to our purpoſe, 
But that which follows, is far more awtul and alarm- 
ing to our conſciences. 7. a man abide not in me, he is 
caſt forth as a branch, and is withered ; and men gather 
them, and caſt them into the fire, and they are burned +. 
From which it appears, that the human heart is ne- 
ver actuated by good tempers, that the human life can 
never be productive of good works, until a man is in- 
grafted into CHR / ST. No more than a branch can 
hear valuable fruit, while it continues in a ſtate of 
ſeparation from the tree |.—lt appears allo, that per- 
ſons alienated from CHRIST, are, and all their per- 
ormances too, like braten, withered, rotten boughs; fit for 
nothing, but to be committed to the flames, and con- 
ſumed from the earth. Both they and their ſervices, 
fir from being meritorious, are, in the eſtimate of 
heaven, worthleſs and deſpicably mean. 

Ther. What! Are all the noble deeds, performed 


by the advocates for morality, and lovers of virtue, 


worthleſs in themſelves, and deſpicable before the 


SUPREME BEING? Worchleſs and deſpicable 


ating words !) only becauſe they are not attended 
Gch the dealt of your faith? Can the want 
of this little circumſtance change their nature, and 
turn their gold into droſs: i 5 

Aſp. My dear Theron, call not the circumſtance lit- 


tle. It is ſuflicient, were your works more precious 


than gold, to debaſe them into tin, into lead, into 
droſs,—When the poor ſhepherd brought you, yelter- 
day morning, a preſent of ſome wood- ſtrawberries; 
bringing them, as an humble expreſſion of his grat:- 
tude, they were kindly received. But if he had of- 
fered them, as a price for your houſe, or as the pur- 
chaſe of your eſtate ; how ſhould you have regarded 
them in ſuch a connection? No words can expreſs 
the diſdain you would have conceived. — When Bar- 
nabas preſented a ſum of money to the apoſtles, for 
the ſupply of their neceſſities, and the relief of indi- 
gent W ||; it was welcome to them, and plea- 
ling to their GOD. But, when Simon the ſorcerer 
offered his gold to Peter and John; offering it, not 
from a principle of faith, but as an equivalent for the 
HOLYSPIRIT; not in order to teſtify his thank- 
fulneſs, but rather to play the huckſter with heaven 
it was rejected with the utmoſt indignation 4. 7 

[ leave my friend to apply the preceding inſtances, 
Only let me beg of him to believe, that, if my words 
are grating, they are extorted by the force of truth. 


If lam obliged to blame what he calls good works; it 


* John xv. 4, + John xv. 6, 
This diſcovers an error, which is often committed, in 
our attempts to inſtruct little children. What is more com- 
mon, than to tell them! “ If they will be good, GOD 
almighty will love and bleſs them.” — Whereas they ſhould 
rather be informed, © that they are ſinners ; but that GOD 
'* Almighty has given his 8 ON to die for ſinners ; and, it they 


pray to him, he will forgive their ſins, will make them holy, 


make them happy, and bleſs them with all ſpiritual bleſſings 
n CHRIST. | Ads iv. 379, + Ads viii, 20. 


G: U B i 183 


is, as a great critic blames cloquence, “ with the ten- 
« dernets of a lover.” - But my cenſure falls only on 
their faulty origin, and unbecoming aim. Let them 
{pring from the grace ot CHR/ST, as their ſource; let 
them propoſe the glory of CHRIST, as their end; 
then, inſtead of putting a flight upon them, or gi- 
ving them a bill of divorce, I would court, careſs, 
and wed them. — Whereas, if neither this end be 
kept in the view, nor that 2 operate in the 
heart; I muſt perſiſt, in queſtioning the genuineneſs 
of their character; nay, in denying the very poſſibili- 
ty of their exiſtence, There may be a mimickry of ho- 
ly actions. But it is mimickry only: as empty, as 
the combs * made by thoſe waſps; and no better 
than a flame that is painted. 

I have an authority for this doctrine, which I think 
you will not offer to controvert. 

Ther. What authority ? 

Aſp. That of our aer who declares, in her 
XIIIch article; Works done before the grace of 
« CHRIST, and inſpiration of his SPIRIT, are 
* not pleaſing to G0 D; foraſmuch as they ſprin 
* not out of faith in CHRIST. Faith in 7E SU 
CHRIST purifies the heart. Till this be done, we 
have neither diſpoſition nor capacity for holy obedi- 
ence. Nay, without faith in CHRIST, our perſons 
are abominable +; our ſtate is damnable ; and how 
can any of our works be acceptable ? 

Such a one, you ſay, is honeſt in his dealings, tem- 
perate in his enjoyments, charitable to the poor. I 
allow it all. But, unleſs theſe ſeeming virtues are re- 
ferred to the glory of the ſupreme JEHOVAH; 
unleſs they flow from faith in the crucified FESUS ; 
they may be acts of worldly policy, of ſelfiſh prudence, 
or Phariſaical pride, They are by no means a pleaſin 
oblation to the LORD almighty f.—Nay, inſtead o 
being acts of duty, and objects of approbation, they 
ſtand condemned in the ſcripture, and are breaches of 
the commandment. They ſtand condemned in that 
icripture, which declares, Without faith it is impoſſible 
to pleaſe GOD 5 They are breaches of that com- 
mandment, which requires, Whether ye eat, or drink, or 
whatſoever ye do, do all to the glory of G0 D. 

Upon the whole; if we will ſubmit to the determi- 
nation of our eſtabliſhed church, or acquieſce in the 
deciſion of our divine MASTER; we muſt ac- 
knowledge, that there is no ſuch thing as a good work, 


till we are reconciled to G O D, and our perſons ac 


cepted in his ſight.— Therefore to repreſent our own 
works as the means of reconciliation and acceptance, 
is both chimerical and abſurd. Chimerical, becauſe it 
builds upon a phantom, and takes for a reality, what 
has no exiſtence. Abſurd, becauſe it inverts the natu- 


ral order of —_ and would make the effect ante- 
cedent to the caule, | 


* Faciunt et veſpe favos. 
+ To the defiled and unbelieving is nothing clean. Tit. i. 15. 
The apoſtle joins defiled and unbelieving, to intimate, that 


without a true belief nothing is clean. The underftanding and 


the conſcience are polluted, Bath the man and his doings arc 
impurs, 


+ Might not this obſervation be made, with great propricty, 


in our infirmary and other charitable ſermons ? Should not the 


audience be exhorted to abound in acts of benevolence, from a 
grateful regard to the infinitely-mercifut and condeſcending 


JESUS ? 2 Cor. viii. 9.—Should they not, before all things, 


be directed to furs their intereſt in the REDEEMER's 


- merits ? that their perſons may find favour, and their alms ac- 


ceptance, Eph. i. 6.-Should they not be admoniſhed, that 
without this belicuing application to CHRIST, whatever they 
do, whatever they give, is worthleſs in the eye of their 
MAKER, and will be fruitleſs to their own ſouls. Heb. zi. 
6.—In this reſpe& our SAVIOUR was eminently typified by 
the Jeuiſb altar; on which every ſacrifice, by whomfoever 
brought, was to be, offered, and ſeparate from which no ſa- 
crifice, however coftly, could be accepted, Exod. xx. 24, 


Levit. xvii. 3. 4. | 
a } Heb. xi. 6. + 3 Cor. x. 31, 
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Ther. Before we quit this agreeable retreat, let me 
ak my A/paſio, What he propoſes, by running down 
all thoſe works, which are the produce of inward re- 
ligion, and eſſential to true holineſs; whoſe excellency 
is diſplayed in the cleare/}, and whole necellity is 5 
in the Hrongeſi terins, throughout the whole Bible; 

Aſp. 1 am far from running down works, which are 
the produce of inward religion ; and therefore may 
be juſtly ſtyled, works of faith, and labours of love *,— 
But I would caution my Theron and mylelf to take 
care, that our works be accompanicd with thoſe cir- 
cumſtances, which alone can render them truly good. 
Let them ariſe from faith, and bear witneſs to /ove ; or 
elſe we ſhall have es inſtead of wheat, and cockle in- 
lead of bartey f. 

| would alſo perſuade my friend, and 1 would habi- 
tuate myſelf, not to repoſe our confidence in any works 
whatſoever ; leſt they prove a bruiſed reed, that breaks 
under our weight ; or a pointed ſpear, that pierces us 
to the heart. We ſhall never be like the church, w/o 
comes up out of the wilderneſs, leaning upon her Beloved f, 
ſo long as we bolſter up ourſelves with a conceit of 
perſonal righteouſneſs. This was the error, the fatal 
error of the Phariſees ; this the film which blinded 
the eyes of their mind, and ſealed them up under the 
darknels of final unbelief. 

Belides, my dear Theron, if you expect to be ſaved 
by your own duties, you will be loath to ſce the worlt 


n of faith, and labzurs of love, 1 Theſſ i. 3. How 
fincly are good works characterized in this place] though it be 
only en paſſant, trantiently, or by the by. And how judiciouſly 
are the true diſtinguithed from the counterfeit ! Works which 
are done in faith, works which procced from love; theſe, 
and theſe only, the apoltle ſignifies, are really good. —As 
ſome noble river, though preſſing forward to the ocean, 
nouriſhes many a fair plant; and ſuckles many a ſweet flower 
by the way ; ſo the ſacred writers, though principally intent (as 
here) upon ſome different point, yet drop incidentally fuch 
valuable truths, as chear the believer's heart, and make glad 
the city of our GOD. 


+ Job xxxi. 40. } Cant. viii. 5. 
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UR laſt converſation ended with a challenge. 
To decline or delay the acceptance of it, 

would look like cowardice in me, and be a piece of 
injuſtice to you, AMpaſio. Therefore I am now ready 
to give you all the ſatisfaction, which a gentleman can 
demand.—Only, as the weather continues hazy, I be- 
lieve, my /tudy muſt be the place of action. 

Aſp. A challenge ! Theron— 

Ther. What, Sir! do you boggle? would you eat 
your words, and play the poltroon ? | 

Aſp. Perhaps, I may have an inclination to follow 
the example of a brother-hero, who ran away from the 
field of battle, juſt as his comrades were advancing to 
charge the enemy ; and when called to an account for 
his behaviour, right worthily alleged, that his retreat 


d Ther . 


proceeded, not from any timidity of mind; no, but 


good. 


from a concern for the public For,“ quoth 


he, „ if J had been knocked on the head to-day, how 


« ſhould I have been able to fight for my country to- 

© morrow ?”” ? | | 
You ſmile, Theron, at my doughty warrior, and his 

ſage maxim.—But, ſince you have glanced at a certain 


modiſh cuſtom, give me leave very ſeriouſly to aſſure 


you, that, if the affair was to be determined by ſword 
and piſtol, I ſhould reckon ſuch a conduct, a reſolute 
refuſal at leaſt, not at all unmanly, but the truly wiſe 
and gallant behaviour. For ſurely it can never be an 
inſtanceof wiſdom, to hazard my lite, at the mere caprice 
of a turbulent ruſſian, who is à ſtranger to all the prin- 
ciples of humanity and generoſity, but a ſlave, an aban- 
doned ſlave, to his own ungovernable paſſions. Surely it 


AND. 


e. 


of your condition. To ſee the worſt of your condi. 
tion, will be a dagger to your hopes, and as death to 
your ſoul. You will therefore he inclined to daub wit, 
untempered mortar *, Inſtead of acknowledging the 
deep depravity of your nature, and the numberleſs 
iniquities of your life, you will invent a thouſand ex. 
cuſes to palliate your guilt ; and, by this means, erect 
a rb of partition between your ſoul and the merits of 
your REDEEMER: which will be a greater in. 
convenience, a more deſtructive evil, than to cut off 
all ſupply of proviſion from an army, or even to in. 
tercept the ſun- beams from viliting the earth. 

Ther. Now you talk of armies, I muſt obſerve, that 
though I have ſcarce been able to keep my ground, in 
this argumentative action, I cannot allow you the ho- 


nour of a victory; as a retreat is very different from a 


rout, 

Aſp. 1 would alſo remark, that my friend has chan. 
ged the intended plan of our operations; has almoſt 
continually acted upon the ee. While my part 
has been only to ſuſtain the thock. At our next en— 
counter, you may expect to have the order of battle 
reverſed. I thall direct my forces to begin the charge, 
Put yourſelf therefore in readineſs for a Hi attack. 

Ther. You act the fair enemy, A/p;//q, I muſt confeßs, 
in thus giving the alarm, before you make the aſſault. 

Aſp. This hoſtility may appear fairer ftill, when ! 
aſſure you, that my weapons aim not at the deſtruction 
of your comfort, or the demolition of any valuable 
intereſt. Only they would be mighty through GOD, 
to pull deton the ſtrong- holds of unbelief ; and hin- 
every ſelt- exalting, every rebellious thought, captive un 
to CARIST +; captive, in a profeſſed ſubmiſſion to 
his righteouſneſs, as well as a dutiful ſubjection to his 
commands.—And, when /uch is the tendency of the 
campaign, it will be your greateſt advantage, to loſe 
the victory. It will be better than a triumph, to ac- 
knowledge yourſelf vanquithed. 


* Ezck. xiii. 10. +23 Cor. X. 4. 3. 


* 


G WERE; 


can never be an act of real bravery, to expoſe my per- 
ſon ; becauſe ſome fool-hardy practitioner in the tcn- 
cing- ſchool, is deſperate enough to ritk his. — The 
gentleman, the true gentleman, ſhould exert a beco- 
ming dignity of ſpirit ; and ſcorn to ſet his welfare on a 
level, with that of an inconſiderate and barbarous 


ap *. 
Her. But honour, my Aſpaſſo, honour is at ſtake. 
Better to loſe our life, than forfcit our reputation. 
Better to be in a grave, than to be the jeſt of every 
coffeehouſe; and perhaps pointed at, as we paſs the 
ſtreets, for mean-ſpirited, ſneaking, or, as the gentle- 
men of the ſword fo elegantly ſpeak, white-lvered 
animals. et 

Aſp. Forfeit our reputation! Amongſt whom, I be- 
ſeech you? A few raſh and precipitate creatures; the 


pupils of La Mancha's knight; the ſons of Chimera f 


and cruelty : whoſe applauſe is infamy ; and their de- 


* Aſpaſio calls the perſon who gives the challenge, a bully. 
And ſuch, notwithſtanding all the maxims of fantaftical and 
falſe honour, he will certainly be found, when tried at the bar 
of reaſon or juſtice. For, it the moſt impetuous, irrational, 
and brutal barbarity is allowed to conſtitute a dally, he has an 
n title to the character, who, on account of a mere 
punctilio, or ſome flight affront; would deſtroy a life, that 
might be of ſervice to ſeciety. might be a bleffing to various 
relatives, — and is intimately connected with a bliſsful or miſcra- 


ble immertality. 


1 This kind of gentry are ſtyled in a Boo k, with which 
they have little or no acquaintance ; but whoſe maxims will be 
had in reverence, when their names are loſt in oblivion—WWRY 


YI the fons of bluſter, or the children of noiſe, Jer. xlviii. 45 
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tra Non the higheſt praiſe they can beſtow. From eve- 
ry jadicious and worthy perſon, your conduct will be 
fare to gain approbation, and your character eſteem. 
When C:e/ar received a challenge from Anthony, to en- 
age him in ſingle combat, he very calmly anſwered 
the bearer of the meſſage; I Anthony 75 weary of life, 
tell him, there are other ways to death, beſides the point 
of my fecord,—Who, ever deemed this an inſtance of 
cowardice! All ages have admired it, as the a& of 
a diſcreet and gallant man; who was ſenſible of his 
own importance, and knew how to treat the petulant 
and revengeful humour of a dilcontented adverſary 
with its deſerved contempt. | 

Barely to loſe our life, is the ſmalleſt of thoſe evils 
lich attend this miſchievous practice. —lt is pregnant 
wich a long, an almoſt endleſs train of diſaſtrous con- 
({:quences to parents, wives, children, triends, aſſociates, 
and the community, —lt is an infallible expedient, to 
be deprived of the favour of the infinite G O D, and 
to he excluded from the joys of his eternal kingdom. 
lt is the ſure way, to become an object of abhor- 
rence to the angels of light; and be made the laughing- 
ſtock of devils, iu their dungeons of darkneſs *. Shame, 
everlaſting ſhame, all be the reward of ſuch gallant- 
ry, the promotion of ſuch fools f. : 

Ther. With regard to this point, I am entirely of 
vour opinion, A/paſio, however I may diſſer in other 
particulars. 

Aſp. Say you fo, Theron! Would you then tamely 
ſab:ait to affronts, infults, and injuries? 

15er. As to the triling affronts of a peeviſh incon- 
tinent tongue, I would treat them with a ſuperior 
ſ-orn. And when thus treated, they are ſure to re- 
coil, with the keeneſt edge, and ſevereſt weight, up- 
on the impotent malice which offers them. The 
wretch ſhould ſee, that I could pity his miſery, and 
{mile at his folly.— But as to injures, the caſe is other- 
wiſe. Should any one aſſault my perſon, tis at his 
peril. He would find, and perhaps to his ſmart, 


Et nos tela manu, ferrumque haud debile dextra 
Spargimus, et noſtro ſequitur de vulnere ſanguis . 


Here, the fundamental and everlaſting law of /elf-pre- 
fervation calls upon us to play the man. And I am 
ſure, Chriſtianity does not require us, to yield our 
throats to the knife, or open our breaſts to the dagger. 

But to retire, — to deliberate,—to fit down,—and 
indite a formal challenge, —ſeems to me altogether as 
ſavage and iniquitous, as to aſſault on the highway.— 
He that demands my money on the road, or extorts 
it by an incendiary letter, or decoys me into the ſnare 
by a forged and counterfeit note, is ſtigmatized for a 
villain ; 1s abhorred by every perſon of integrity ; and, 
when detected, is rewarded with a halter. Why ſhould 
we reckon the headſtrong bravo 4% injuriaus? who 
makes his attempt upon my very life; and thirſts, 
with inſatiable fury, for my blood? 

Aſp. He allows you a fair chance, it is ſaid, 

Ther. A chance! Of what ?—Either of falling a 


ſacrifice to his rage, or of imbruing my hands in his 


blood. Which is neither more nor leſs, than reducin 
me to a neceſlity of launching into damnation myſelt, 


Let me tell you with confidence,” (ſays an excellent 
perſon, addreſſing himſelf to one of theſe unhappy deſperades ), 
that all duels, or ſingle combats, are murderous ; blanch 
© them over (how you liſt) with names of honour, and ho- 
** ne{t pretences, their uſe is ſinful, and their nature deviliſh.“ 
See the ſelect works of Biſhop Hall, in one volume fol. pag. 
526, Where the reader will find a happy mixture of true o- 
ratory, and ſound divinity ; a rich vein of fancy, and à ſweet 
ſpirit of piety ; contemplations upon the hiſtories of ſcripture 
(which, I think, are our prelate's maſterpiece) almoſt as en- 


tertaining and iuſtructiue, as the ſubjects illuſtrated are impor- 


tant and wonderful, —Naoryithſtanding a few ſtiff or antique 
phraſes, I cannot but eſteem the works of this author, among 
the moſt valuable compoſitions extant in our language; 
I Prov. M. 35. Ft > <p 
No IX. | ; D | 


civic crown was an ornament affigned 


or of tranfmitting a fellow-creature to eternal ven- 
geance, And is his an extenuation ? this a mitigating 
circumitance ? It really proves the practice ſo inexcu- 
ſably wicked, that nothing can be pleaded in its de- 
fence. The very argument, uſed to juſtify the horrid 
deed, inflames its guilt, and aggravates its mali ity. 
_ *Tis pity, but the legiſlative authority would inter- 
pork for the ſuppreſſion of ſuch a flagrant wrong to 
ocicty, and ſuch a notorious violation of our beni 
religion. Why thould not the laws declare it felony, 
to make the firſt overture for a duel? Since it is al- 
ways more hainous, and frequently more pernicious ; 
is always murder in the intention, and frequently iſ- 
ſues in double deſtruction ; the one inflicted by the 
{tab of violence, the other executed by the ſword of 
juſtice, | 

: Might it not, at leaſt, be branded with ſome mark 
of public infamy, or ſubjected to a ſevere pecunigry 
mulct ? fo that a gentleman of ſpirit and temper might 
have it in his power, to return the compliment of a 
challenging letter with ſome ſuch anſwer ; 


S I R, 

However meanly you may think of your life, I 
& ſet too high a value upon mine, to expoſe it as a 
„% mark for undi/ciplined and outrageous paſſions.—Nei- 
© ther have I ſo totally renounced all that is humane, 
« benevolent, or amiable, as to draw my ſword for 
* your deſtruction, becauſe you have firſt been over- 
come by precipitate and unreaſonable reſentment, — 
„ You have given me an opportunity of acting the 
« gentleman and the Chriſtian, And this challenge I 
„ accept, as a note under your hand for five hundred 
« pounds * ; which will very ſoon be demanded, ac- 
« cording to law, by, 

$1 


Tours, &c.“ 


Aſp. But to reſume the proper ſubjet—the nature 

of our engagement: which I now recollect, and which 
was explained, when I ventured to give, what you call 
the challenge.—As it is not my Theron, but the obſta- 
cles of his taith, and the enemies of his felicity, that 
I am to encounter, perhaps I ſhall have courage to 
ſtand my ground, And, inſtead of violating all the 
obligations of equity, honour, and conſcience, I ſhall 
certainly evidence my love to my friend ; may poſlibly 
promote his trueſt good. 
Der. I don't ſee, how this can be effected by your 
late attempt, You undertook to run down all works 
of righteouſneſs, as abſolutely unable to find accept- 
ance with GOD, and equally inſufficient to recommend 
us to his favour. It is for the credit of theſe, which 
Aſpaſio has depretiated, that I enter the liſts. _ 

Aſp. Pray, what is the ſtandard, to which theſe 
works of righteouſneſs muſt be conformed, and by 
which their ſufficiency may be determined? 

Ther. The moral law, doubtleſs: I know no other 
flandard of righteouſneſs, nor any other way of be- 
coming righteous. | 3 | 

Aſp. You will, I hope, ere long be acquainted with 
another way.—At preſent, I agree to your propoſal. 
We will join iflue on this footing ; and try the merits 
of our cauſe, before this tribunal. You ſhall be 


* Might not the refuſer of a challenge be dignified with 
ſome honorary diſtinction, reſembling the civic crown amongſt 
the ancient Romans ? Since, by his cool and temperate bravery, 
he ſaves one life from the ſword, another from the halter 
Was ſome honorary diſtinftion, on the one hand, united to a 
pecuniary forfeiture on the other, I cannot but think, they 
would 725 8 an effectual method to check the progreſs of 
this deſtructive evil. It would break the teeth malice 
wich her own weapons, and turn the artillery of revenge up- 
on herſelf. Thoſe deteſtable paſſions would be loach to in- 
dulge themſeves in this horrid manner, if it was made the ſure 
way to ennoble and enrich the object of their tage —N. J. The 

5 | to bos ſoldiers, wha . 
had in enn .... 
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the judge. I will only aſk your opinion, and refer 
m lf to your deciſion.— Nou ſee, I am ſoon weary 
of. the military ſtyle. I had obtruded myſelf on a part 
which I was not qualificd to act; and now reſume a 
more becoming character. 

Ther. If you place me on the bench, I ſhall allow 
of no ſuch digreſſions; but ſhall keep you cloſe to the 
ſubject. | 

bY Has your Lordſhip then conſidered the nature 
of the divine law, antl the extent of its obligations ? 

Ther. It obliges a/l perſons, and comprizes the whole 
duty of man. It forbids all immorality, and injoins 
every virtue. Are not theſe your ſentiments ? 

Aſp. They are, when ſoinewhat enlarged.— Ihe em- 
pire of the law, as prohibitory of evil, extends both to 
the outward and inward man. It takes cognizance of 
the actions. It judges every word. All the opera- 
tions, and all the diſpoſitions of the ſoul, come under 
its ſacred juriſdiction.—lt is indeed a diſcerner, not 
only of the n thoughts, but alſo of the dawn- 
ing intentions; and arraigns them both at its awful 
bar. It pierces even to the dividing aſunder of the foul 
and ſpirit Xx. Not the inmoſt recetles of the breaſt are 
too deep for its penetration ; nor all the artifices of the 
deceitful heart too ſubtile for its detection. Other 
laws forbid the unclean act; /ig condemns the wanton 
eye, and irregular deſire. Other laws puniſh the in- 
jurious deed ; this paſſes ſentence on the unguarded 
{allies of paſſion, and the moſt ſecret emotions of re- 
ſentment. So eminently true is that remark of the 
flalmiſt, Thy commandments are exceeding broad . — 

rell me now, Theron, has your obedience been com- 
menſurate to this extenſive platform of duty? 
Mer. If the law be ſo very extenfrve— * 

Aſp. Nay, my friend, you cannot ſuſpect, that I 
have ſtretched, to an undue extent, the obligations of 
the divine law. Since this interpretation is eſtabliſhed 
by an authority 74» great to be controverted 3 too clear 
to be miſundereſtood; even by the authority of CHRIST 
himſelf : whoſe ſermon upon the mount is a profeſſed 
expolition of the commandments, and maintains, in 
the moſt explicit manner, all that I have advanced. — 
So that, if our LORD's expolition is juſt, I think, it 
will be neither raſh, nor uncharitable to ſay, There is 
not a man upon earth, but has broke them 217. 
| Ther, Are we all idolaters then? all adulterers? all 
murderers ? — to imagine 

Aſp. It is ſhocking, I confeſs. But how much more 
2 ach delinquents expect juſtification by their own 

$ 
_ 00" This is n proof of your affertion, my good 
1ENd., | | 

Aſp. To be fond of gold; to be enamoured with 
the world ; to love any creature more than the ever- 
bleſſed CREATOR; are inftances of idolatry t, 
not quite ſo groſs, but altogether as real, as to ſet up 
idols in our temples, or pay acts of adoration to ſenſe- 
leſs images. Have you always been free from this 
apoſtaſy of the affeftions ? 

Our infallible TEACHER * informed us, chat 
urenſonable anger, contemptuous language, and ma- 

tevolent Wilkes f, are each a ſpecies 11 and 
not many removes from the affaſſin's deadly ſtab. 
Have you been always meek, always benevolent, and 
never chärgeable with this mental homicide ? 

We are farther affured, that the indulgence of in- 
 ordjiiate deſire is, in the i ial eſtimate of heaven, 
a5/the commilkon of the impure deed 4. And evil 
concupil of every kind violates that ſacred 


cept, Thou ſhalt not covet «+, His your will beet Iva. 


* Heb. iv, 18. + Pal. cxix. 96. 
+ Col. $i. 5. PRI. Ai. 19. J Match. v. 22. 4 Matth. v. 28. 
++ "Rom. vii. J. Hſpaſto's obſervation brings to my remem- 
brance a remarkable incident; which, as it is quite 
our purpoſe, che render will now me to relate. 
tweꝛn a frhnd of mine, und à certain ingenious 


rtinent to 


ſtranger, in- 
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t paſſed be- 
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riably upright, and warped with no irregular inclina. 
tion? Are you wholly unpolluted with this adultery 
of the heart: | 

I wait not for a reply. I have often heard you ple 
guilty to all, —yes, to all and every of theſe charges 
reſpectively. 

her. Where, and when, Aſpaſio? 

455 In the moſt ſacred place, and on the moſt ſolemn 
occaſion. And not you only, but a whole multitude 
of ſelf- condemned criminals.— Our church, you know 
has ingrafted the decalogue into her public ſervice; 
and taught all her members to anſwer, after the repe- 
tition of each commandment; LORD, have mere 
upon ut, and incline our hearts to keep this law. Is there 
any ſenſe in theſe words? or have we any meaning, 
when we utter them? If we have, ſurely they muſt 
imply an acknowledgment of diſobedience in every par. 
ticular.—The criminal arraigned at the bar, never fall; 
on his knees and craves forgiveneſs, till he either con- 
feſſes or is convicted. This then muſt be the purport 
of our reſponſe. * We are verily guilty concernin 
«* this thing. And we humbly implore, both pardon. 
* ing mercy for the paſt, and ſtrengthening grace for 
„the future.” | 

Give me live to urge my queſtion a little farther.— 
Is there a ſingle day, in which you have not tranſgreſſed, 
ſome way or other, this ſacred rule ? 

Ther. if the law of G O D will diſpenſe with no de- 
viation, not even in the firſt ſtarts of thought, or the 
leaſt wanderings of deſire: But ſurely to affirm this, 
is to extend the law beyond all reaſonable bounds, 
The motions of evil deſire, i indulged, are undoubted- 
ly criminal. But are they alſo, when reſtrained, breach- 
es of duty ? I ſhould rather imagine, that ſuch temp- 
tations are thrown in our way, for the trial of our 
obedience : which, had they no power over our 
affections, would not be trials; and when they are 
reſolutely withſtood, cannot be faults. 

Aſp. What was the judgment of our reformers? 
and what is the voice of our church ? We may find 
both in the ninth article. Although there is no con- 
« demnation for them that believe and are baptizcd, 
* 25 the apoſtle doth confeſs, that concupiſcence and 
tc luſt hath of itſelf the nature of fin.” It is not ſaid, 
concupiſcence hath then only the nature of fin, when 
it is ripened into action; but itſelf, and before it 
breaks out into the commiſſion of iniquity. Of itſelf 


to whoſe company he happened to fall.—The gentleman WAS 
extolling, at an extravagant rate, the virtue of honeſty ; what 
a dignity it imparted to our nature ! how it recommended us 


to the Supreme BEING ! he confirmed all by a celebrated 
line from Mr Pope, 


An boneſt man's the nobleft werk of GO D. 


Sir, replied my friend, however excellent the virtue of bo- 
neſty may be, I fear, there are very few men in the world, that 
really poſſeſs it. Lou furpriſe me ! ſaid the ſtranger, —Igno- 
rant as I am of your character, Sir, I fancy, it would be no 
difficult matter, to prove even you a diſhoneſt man, defy 
you-—Will you give me leave, then, to aſk you a queſtion or 
two; and promiſe not to be offended ?—Aiſk your queſtions, 
and welcome. Have you never met with an opportunity of 
getting gain by ſome unfair means? — The gentleman pauſed. 
Al don't aſk, whether you made % of, but whether you have 
met wich, ſuch opportunity ? I, for my part, have, and, I be- 
lizve, every body elfe has.—Very probably I may.— How did 
you feel your mind affected, on fuch an occafion ? Had you 
no ſecret defire, not the Taft inclination, to ſeize the advantage 
which offered? Tefl me, without any evaſion, and conſiſtent- 
ly with the character you admire I muſt acknowledge, I have 
not ooay been abſolutely free from ever irregular_inclination, 
but— „Sir; none of your ſalvos. You have con ſeſſed 
enough. If you had the deſire, though you never procgeded 
to the action, this fhews you was diſhoneſt in heart, This is 
what the ſcripture calls conrupiſcence. It defiles the foul. It 


is a breach of that law, which requireth truth in the inner parts; 
ahd, vnleſs 


you ure pardoned rough the blobd of CHRIST, 
will be a juſt ground of your condemnation, when GOD ball. 
Judge the ſecrets men. | | * 
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t is contrary to the pure nature, and therefore eun- 
ws but he eoridiemned by the perfect law of G OD. 

Ther, This I can truly plead in my own behalf, that 
it has not been cuſtomary with me to offend; at leaſt, 
not preſumptuon/ly, or of deliberate wickednets. 

Aſp. My dear Theron, do not offer to palltate your 
guilt, Such an opiate may ſtupefy, but will not cure ; 
or rather, like opiates ill prepared, it will intoxicate 
the mind, and counteract the operation of every heal- 
ing medicine. — Beſides, it is not only pernicious, but 
fille and unreaſonable. You know the nfe of that /6- 
lar microſcope, and are able to inform me of its effects. 

Ther, I ought to he pretty well acquainted with 
theſe experiments; ſince it has long been my favon 
ire diverlion, to employ a few ſpare hours in ſuch 
greeable ſpeculations. 

4ſp. You have ſeen the body of an inſect, accom- 
modated to the ſurpriſing inſtrument. When, in this 
ſituation, the animal was pricked by a very fine ncedle ; 
your eye, your naked cye, juſt perceived the puncture; 
and diſcovered, perhaps, a peck of moiſture oozing 
from the orifice. But in what manner were they 
repreſented by the magnifying inſtrument ? _ 

her. The puncture was widened into a frightful 
gaſh. The ſpeck of moiſture {ſwelled into a copious 
ſtream; and flowed, like a torrent, from the gaping 
wound, An ox, under the facrificing knife, ſcarce 
looks more bulky, or bleeds more largely. 

Aſp. Don't you apprehend iy deſign ?—lf we, 
ſhort-ſighted mortals, and almoſt blinded with felt- 
love ; if we cannot but be ſenſible of our faults ; how 
ilagrant muſt they appear, in what enormous magni- 
tudes, and with what aggravating circumſtances, to 
an eye perfectly pure, and infinitely penetrating ? 

Inſtead of attempting to extenuate our offences, let 
us make ſome ſuch improving reflections.—“ If this 
« holy law, which prohibits the minuteſt failure, form 
« the indictment ; if this all-diſcerning GO D, who 
« ſifts our conduct even to the ſmalleſt defect, be the 
„ judge; if our perſonal goodneſs, which abounds 
« with imperfections, be our plea ; what can we expect 
at that deciſive hour, when the LORD fhall /ay 
judgment to the line, and righteouſneſs to the plummet * ? 
« Surely, this confideration ſhould incline us to ad- 
« opt the wiſe and ardent wiſh of the apoſtle ; That 
« we may now, in this our day, winCHRIST, and, 
at the laſt tremendous audit, be found in him; not 
© having our own righteouſneſs which 1s of the law, for 
% the foundation of our hopes, but the righteouſneſs 
« which is GOD lyfaithin J ESUSCH IST..“ 

Conſider the law in its nobler capacity, as injoining 
whatever is excellent. Can you hope, Theron, to be 
juſtified by it, if you fall ſhort of its demands, not 
barely in a few baer but in every action of your 
life, and every temper of your heart? 

Ther. Such a hope, cheriſhed amidſt ſuch circum- 
ſtances, would be fallacious and abfurd.—But I truſt, 
| am not ſo very faulty, or rather ſo entirely abandon- 
de, as your interrogatory ſuppoſes. AY 

Aſp. Have you duly weighed the perfection and ſpi- 
rituality of the divine law At is a tranſcript of the 
unſpotted purity, and abſolute rectitude of the divine 
nature. It requires an unreſerved obedience to all 
GO D's commands, and a moſt unfeigned ſubmiffion 
to all his diſpenſations; without regretting the former, 
2s a gtievous yoke ; or repining at the latter, as rigo- 
rous treatment. —lIt calls, not only for external duty, 
but alſo for the moſt upright imaginations, and devout 
affeftions. —Nay, it inſiſts upon the exerciſe of ev 
virtue, and that in the Higheſt degree: love to G'O 
without the leaſt lukewarmneſs; and love to all our 
neighbours without any unkindnefs; a ſan of 
delire, that knows no ſtain ; and an humility of mind, 


that is free from all elatement. In a word, it requires 


* If, xxviii. 17. + Phil. ill. 8. 9. 


_ «& acted within,” 
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us to be perfect, even as our FATHER which is in 
heaven is perfect &. 

Do any of your actions come up to this exalted 
Randard? Are any of your graces thus refined ? 

Ther. Am I then abſolutely an inſekvent before the 
great LORD of the univerſe? Have I no lamb in 
my fold without a blemiſh ? nothing in my life, no- 
thing in my heart, but what is defective and defiled ? 

Aſp. Indeed, my friend, this is not your condition 
alone, but the condition of the moſt irreproachable 
perſon on earth. There is none perfect, in any cha- 
racter, or in any work, no not one. None that obeys 
the divine law, uniformly, invariably, and completely. 

Caſt your eye upon the names which are ſubjoined 
to thoſe beautiful prints, How elegant 1s the engra- 
ving! How accurate are the letters | The ſtrokes mot . 
delicately fine! Their ſhape moſt exactly true Let 
me aſk you to tranſcribe them with your pen ; and 
make the copy equal to the original. Preſerve all the 
noble boldneſs ot the Roman ſtamp, and all the grace- 
ful ſoftnefs of the Italian touch. What? could you. 
not execute this taſk, even in your preſent unimpaired 
health, and with the exertion of all your ſkill ? How 
ſhamefully then muſt you fall ſhort, if your eyes were 
dim with age; if your hands ſhook with a paralytic diſ- 
order; and your underſtanding was oppreſſed with a 
tethargic dulneſs Such is really the caſe with regard 
to all the children of men. Our nature is depraved ; 
our moral abilities are enervated ; and our intellectual 
faculties clouded. And can we, in ſuch a ſtatc of impo- 
tence, tranſcribe that ſacred ſyſtem, which js the very 
image of GO D,—tranfcribe it into our tempers, and 
render it legible in our lives, without diminiſhing one 
Jot or tittle of its perfect purity ? 

Ther. Though I fall ſhort; there are Chriſtians of a 
much higher claſs : Chriſtians, I don't doubt, who have 
theſe laws written on their hearts ; all whoſe tempers 
are caſt into this heavenly mould; Nor am I myſelf 
without hopes of making more confiderable advances in 
holineſs. i 

Aſp. May your hopes be quickened into vigorous 
endeavours! and your endeavours be crowned with 
abundant ſucceſs ! What you ſuppoſe concerning very 
eminent Chriſtians, I cannot wholly admit, nei do 
I wholly deny. They may have all their tempers caſt 
into the heavenly mould : but then they are conform- 
ed to the ſacred pattern, pany part. There is a re- 
ſemblance ; yet not ſuch as that clear and ſteady mir» 
ror (pointing to a fine glaſs over the chimney-piece) 
exhibits; but ſuch as ſome turbulent and mudd 
ſtream reflects. If the breaſts of theſe eminent Chriſti- 
ans were formed on the model of Druſus's $ houſe, 1 
verily think, you would have a lower opinion of their 
acquiſitions in virtue. | 

David, whom G O D himſelf digniſies with the moſt 
exalted of all characters, and ſtyles a man after his own 


* Matth. v. 48. Our LORD, having explained ſeveral 
commandments of the law, ſums up the whole, and gives 
us the ſpirit of them all, in this moſt refined precept; Be ye 
perfect, even, &c. It the reader pleaſes to take this paſſage in« 
to conſideration,” he will have a more ſatisfaftory anſwer to 
Theron's objection, concerning the firſt motions of evil defire ; 
more l I mean, than was ſuggeſted in the — 
pages. There the Nes turned upon — teſtimony ; 1 
it reſts upon divine authority. | | 
I hope, the candid reader will, on other occafions,' remem- 
ber this obſervation. And if, at any time, the eſt rea 
ſons are not aſſigned, let him fuppoſe it probable, that they are 
omitted in one place, only to be introduced and urged, perhaps 
with greater Sr, 4 n — 8 * 

- + When Druſus, a noble Roman, was defiberating upon 3 
modet for his new houſe, the architec offered to bulld'it in 
fuch à taſte, that no eye ſhould overlook any of his rooms. 
* You quite miſtake my inclination,” fad. ruſus. © T am 
4 for the very reverſe of your plan. I'woyld have — 1 
* ſo-contrived, chat every paſſenger ma — wanſs 


* 
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heart * ; who, to a moſt inflamed love, added a moſt 
accurate knowledge, of the divine teſtimonies; was 
deeply ſenſible of the truth I would inculcate. After 
an attentive contemplation of the ſublimity, the ex- 
tent, the ſanctity of thoſe heavenly inſtitutes, he 
breaks out into this humbling exclamation ; Who can 
tell how oft be cffendeth f? Was the moſt vigilant 
e conduct, or the molt purihed foul, examined by 
« this confumate rule; innumerable would be found 
« the {lips of the former, and glaring would the fai- 
« lyres of the latter appear.” 

Ther. ] cannot ſee the reaſon for degrading human 
nature to ſuch an extravagant degree, and ranking 
human works among the retuſe of things. 

Aſp. Do you aſk the reaſon of this remonſtrance ? 
Alt is to preſerve us from the miſchievous error of 
the Phariſee ; who, meaturing himſelf, not by the 
true, ſublime, and extenſive ſenſe of the law, but by a 
falſe, debaſed, and mutilated interpretation, became 
haughty in his own..conceit, and abominable in the 
ſight of G O D. — Hear him trumpeting his own 
praiſe; I am no extortioner, no adulterer |. This, the 

oor vain creature fancied, was a ſuflicient obedience 
paid to the ſecond table. Sce him ſtill ſtrutting in his 
own imaginary plumes ||; I faſt twice in the week ; 
give tythes of all that I poſſeſs 4. This, he fooliſhly 
dreamed, was a due compliance wit. the demands of 
the firſt table.— The young ruler ſeems to have been 
under the ſame deluſion, when he had the aſſurance to 
declare, All theſe things, which are preſcribed by the 
divine law, have I kept from my youth up ++. 

A more peſtilent opinion, it is ſcarce poſlible for the 
mind of man to entertain. And nothing can appear 
more egregiouſly miſtaken, if we conſider the va/? 
comprehenſroe ſcope of the ſacred precepts ; and are 
convinced, that they require a maſt exact conformity, 
in every particular, and every punctilio. | 
Ther. Is there nothing valuable, then, in regularity 
of conduct, and integrity of heart? nothing valuable 
in our acts of charity, and habits of virtue? nothing 
whatſoever that may recommend us to our Maker ? 

Aſp. From our fellow-creatures they ſtand entitled to 
reſpect, imitation, and gratitude. But before infinite 

rfection, they muſt drop their claim, and lie pro- 

rate in the duſt; imploring forgiveneſs, not challen- 
ging a reward. We all diſcern a beauty and a twink- 
ling luſtre in the ſtars, when viewed under the ſhades 
of night. But, when the magnificent ſource of day 
ariſes, their beauty vaniſhes, their luſtre is darkneſs. 
Such are human accompliſhments, when compared 
with the perfect law, or beheld by the piercing eye, 
of the ſupremely-glorious GOD. 

Ther. Methinks, this notion confounds the differ- 


For the propriety of this character, and its correſpondence 
with the perſon, let me, refer the reader to a Note in Dialogue 
I. p. 123. | 
ut : Fa Pſal. xix- 12. | Luke xviii. 11. 

I This ſeems to give the genuine ſignification of vo vine, , 
arbeoreg, Luke xvi. 18. Not that which is highly eſteemed, eiuer, 
akon · The propoſition, taken in this ſenſe, is neither neceſſarily 
nor univerſally true. The meckneſs of Maſes, the fortitude of 
Foſbua, the wiſdom of Solomon, were highly eſteemed among 
thoſe very men, to whom our LORD addreſſed his diſcourſe, 
Yet none can ſuppoſe, that the endowments of thoſe illuſtrious 

rſonages were an abomination in the ſight of GOD. __ 

Whereas, whatever is high and lifted up, haughty and con- 
ceited; every ſentiment 0 ſelf- admiration, and all the fruits 
' which ſpring from that bitter root; theſe are certainly and 
invariably objects of the divine abhorrence. This interpreta- 
tion, I think, is moſt ſuitable, not only to fact in general, but 
to the import of this word in particular. See Rem. xi. 20. 
where. it occurs in a fimilar acceptation, #1 ut Be not 
big h- minded. It ſeems alſo beſt to quadrate with the tenor of 
our 8 AVIOURꝰs reproof; Ye are they that juſtiſy your- 
ſelues before men. but all ſuch arrogant attempts, and every 
ſuch: elated air, the moſt holy GOD behoJds with deteſta- 
tion. | | F 5 | 


4 Luke xviii. 12. + Matth. xix. 20, 
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ence of good and evil; and, by rendering all our , 
tions blameable, would render them all 4e. This A 
with a witnels | ; | N 
Aſþ. It only ſhews, that there are blemiſlieg; 
WI en. — are flaw and blemiſh all over. 1 
no difference between the /eopard's ſpots, 
ven's ſoot? If I maintain, that neither of thoſe animal, 


applauſe. 

Be pleaſed to obſerve this penknife—What can be 
more exquilitely keen than the edge, or more nic, 
_— than the blade ? but how do they appear, when 

eheld through one of thoſe microſcopes ! 

Ther. The edge leſs ſharp than the woodman's ax, 
or rather more unt than his iron wedge. The poli} 
reſembles a maſs of ccarſe metal, rudely hammered on 
the anvil, 

Aſp. How very delicate is the cambric, which forn;; 
your ruffles; and gives ſuch an ornamental air 10 
your whole dreſs! Nothing can be finer than the 
threads, or more exact than the texture. But Wat 
is their appearance in a microſcopic view? 

Ther. You would take the fine threads for hempcn 
cords ; and would almoit be poſitive, that they ha 
been wattled together by the clumſy hands of the hur. 
8 rather than curiouſly wove in the artil'; 
OOm, 

Aſp. That lovely piece of enamel, which makes ; 
part of your lady's penſile equipage, quite charms tlie 
ſpectator, with the juſtneſs of its figure, and the radi- 
—_ of its colours. But— | 

her. Under the ſcrutiny of this ſearching inſtru- 
ment, it loſes all its elegance ; and inſtead of winnins 
our admiration, provokes our contempt. It looks like 
a heap of mortar, plaiſtered on by the maſon's trowel. 

Aſp. You ſee then, Theron, what groſs indelicacics, 
what bungling inequalities, this ſupplementary aid to 
our ſight diſcovers, even in the mot finiſhed works of 
human art. So, and abundantly more, does the im- 
maculate purity of G O D diſcern imperfections in our 
moſt upright deeds, and moſt guarded hours, 


I ſaid immaculate ; and I ought to have ſaid more. 
For G OD is not only unerringly wiſe to detect, but 
infinitely pure to abhor, all contamination. Angels, 
and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, are endowed. 
with immaculate, but the LORD is poſſeſſed of in- 
finite purity.—Have you conſidered this attribute of 
the GODHEAD, Theron? 

Ther. I have; and not without amazement at the 
charming, the awful deſcriptions of it, which occur 
in the ſacred writings. G O D is not only holy, but, 
as the lawgiver of the Fes very ſublimely expreſſes 
himſelf, glorious. in holineſs f. The ſacred penmen, 
treating of this illuſtrious perfection, ſeem to labour 
the important point. They indulge the loftieſt flights 
of imagination; they employ the boldeſt figures of 
ſpeech; and add the moſt glowing colours of elo- 
quence ; not without frequent acknowledgments, that 
all the force of language is abundantly too feeble for 
the unutterable ſubject, X 


Jo this aſſertion St Cyril, in concert with ſeveral other 
fathers, bears a very expreſs teſtimony : Ave nuev 8 ro opbog ey ſao Na. 
Foxuv, woppns S alſicag @coipnorery ay uv ri wy Tipupſatopuiy rt g Bs Orv, 
Even thoſe of our actions, which ſeem to be performed in a right 
manner, could not eſcape cenſure and blame, if GOD ſhould ex- 
amine, and bring them te the teſt. + Exod, xv. 11, 
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; je prophets, addreſſing the KING eter- duft and aſhes x. How ſtrong is the language! how 
22 inviſible, breaks Gut into this ecſtatic deep the abaſement !—When 2 ſaw comes 
exclamation; O LORD, my GOD, ny HOLT henſible JEH OV AH ſitting upon his throne, and 
ONE, thou art of purer eyes, than (to allow, ſhall I the princes of heaven adoring at his footſtool, ſeized 
ſay ? This is an aſcription of praiſe, unſpeakably too with a pang of reverential fear, he cried out, Wo zs 
mean for thy ſurpaſſing excellency. Thou art of pu- me! I am undone for I ama man of unclean lips + — 
rer eyes, than) to lool upon evil, and canſt not behold ini- When Ezekiel beheld an emblematical repreſentation of 
110 *. Another, wrapt into a proplietic viſion, tees HIM, who dwelleth in light inacceſſible ; when the 
the eraphim veiling their faces, in token of protound ANCIENT of days, veiled under a human ſhape, 
humiliation; hears thoſe ſons of ardour and love, crying appeared to Daniel; though one was a devout prieſt, 
in loud reſponſive {trains, Holy, holy, holy is the LORD and each was an eminent prophet : yet, overwhelmed 
GOD of ſabacth f. —Nay, ſo tranſcendently holy, with a mixture of veneration and terror, they both 
ſays another devout worlhipper, that all created glory e down at his feet as dead | : and this, not before a 
is totally eclipſed in his preſence : He looketh to the full T. but only before a glimpſe of the G0 D- 
mon, and it ſhineth net; yea, the ſtars are not pure ia HEAD; which, though partial and tranſient, was 
his fight t. And his very angels, thoſe refined and ex- too dazzlingly bright, for an eye of fleſh to bear. 
alted intelligencies, he chargeth with folly ||. O my friend! my Theron / what figure muſt our 
p. Very majeſtic deſcriptions Aud pray let us mean performances, our low attainments, make before 
obſerve the impreſſions which ſuch beamings of the di- this 1 lorious G O D ?—Let us examine the 
vine effulgence made upon the ſaints of old.—Mz/es, behaviour and ſpirit of Job, a little more particularly. 
drawing near the cloudy pavilion, the preſence-cham- He is one of your favourite examples; and indeed 
ber of the HOLY ONE of J//ael, ſays, with emo- very deſervedly ; for in plety he had no ſuperior, 
tions of uncommon dread, / exceedingly fear and and no equal ; tbere was none like him in the earth : yet, 
quate II When Fob is favoured with tome peculiar when he has to do with the MAKER of all things, 
manifeſtations of the omnipotent G0 D, ee his po- and the JUDGE of all men, he pours out his ab- 
ture! hear his words! I ahhor myſelf, and repent in aſhed ſoul in theſe very remarkable profeſſions: If I 
: juſtify myſelf, my own mouth ſhall condemn me : if I ſay, 
Hab. i. 13. N am perfect, it ſhall alſo prove me perverſe . — He de- 
+ I/. vi. 3. The pocts, and witers of 2 hold imag clares yet farther, If 1 waſh myſelf in ſnow-water, and 
arc particularly fond of machinery ; of introducing celeſtial 4 Gant / F batt th 8 
deings, in order to give ſome peculiar dignity to their plan, %% My. Pandas Never ſo clean, ye a ou, O righ- 
or ſome additional ſtrength to their ſentiments. With inimi- teous and eternal G O D, plunge me in the ditch mani. 
table propricty, and ſurpriſing emphaſis, is this ſpecies of fine feſt me, notwithſtanding all this care and circumſpec- 
writing uſed in ſcripture ; eſpecially in the pailige quoted above, tion, to be a guilty and a filthy creature; yea, ſo 
Let us only confider—The per/onages, Theſe are the fera» very guilty and filthy, that my own cloaths, were they 
phim ; pure and active ſpirits. Lixened, by the pſalmitt, to ſenſibſe of the pollution, could not but abhor me. 


ames of fire ; ſtyled, by the apoſtle, dominions and principa- Thi 7 . 
E. of heaven. Who excel in ſtrength and wiſdom, in every This he confeſſes, not becauſe he was an habitual 


fant 4 | 1 - finner, or chargeable with any ſcandalous immoralit 
f iſhment.— Their attitude, 'They wait ens? , WES > A 
. de E N ſeated on his exalted Gee but becauſe his mind was filled with the moſt affecting 
They fand; are in a poſture of ſervice ; with their wings out- ſenſe of GO D's inconceivable holineſs, and infinite 
ſtretched, ready to fly at the firſt ſignal. They ſtand, not with glory. For, adds the venerable 8 UFFERE R, he is 
their eyes reverently caſt down ; but with their faces covered, not a man as am; but a BEING of ſuch extenſive 
to denote the deepeſt ſelf-abaſement : as creatures, that are con- knowledge, that nothing can eſcape his diſcernment ; 
ſcious and aſhamed of their own meanneſs; or as overcome with of ſuch exalted pu rity, that every ſpot of defilement 
t. 


the inſupportable glories which beam from uncreated majeſiy. . | : : 
1 hey celebrate, not in cold converſation, ba is loathſome in his ſig For which reaſon, it is ab- 


with rapturous ſongs, not with ſingle voices, but in a grand ſolutely impoſſible, that I ſhould anſwer him, with re- 
choir, (UN Nb ſee P/al. Ixxxvii. 5. 6.), the amiable yet ference to my own perſonal righteouſneſs ; or that we 
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tremendous fanctity of the LORD almighty.—--Their manner of ſhould come logetber in judgment, on any ſuch footing, 


expreſſiom. Though filled and penetrated with the prodigious 
theme, they attempt not to deſcribe it. Impracticable that even 
by the tongues of angels! They expreſs themſelves, therefore, 
in the language of profound admiration; in repeated, in re- 
iterated acclamations to the wonderful attribute; Holy / hh. 
holy The effects of this auguſt appearance. The poſts of 
the door ſhake at the voice: the ponderous and magnificent 


without confuſion to myſelf, and ruin to my cauſe. 
To all. this he fubjoins, what is ſtill more memorable 
and exemplary j Though were perfef, yet would I not 
know my ſoul, I would deſpiſe my life. Hę ſuppoſes him. 
ſelf in a higher ſtate than your moſt advanced Chri- 


ſtian; though 1 were perfect. Yet even in ſuch a ſtate, 
were it attainable and attained, I would not knows my 


2 of braſs (fee 2 Chron. iii. 17.) tremble like a leaf. The 
pacious and beautiful houſe is filled with tokens of the divine foul ; not dwell upon, not plead, no, nor ſo much as ö 
indignation ; is involved in clouds of ſmoke ; and joins with the cheriſh a thought of, my own accompliſhments and 
trembling columns, and adoring ſeraphs, to tell the thoughs- acquirements. In the important buſineſs of juſtifica- 


leſs world, What a fearful thing it is to fall into the hands of the , 5 
living 60 D The Ther $4 himfelf is ſtruck with aſtoniſhment; tion, they ſfiould ſtand for ciphers; they ſhould be 


is overwhelmed with awe ; and cries out, © as a woman in her thrown into ſhades ; they ſhould entire] diſappear; — 

| Na 1 n Nay more, I would deſpiſe my life ; my life, with all ity 
. — oy e oe tear ag br 2275 10 moſt ſhining actions and moſt diſtinguiſhed virtues, 
If I ſhall not treſpaſs upon the reader's patience, I would ſhould be reckoned inſignificant and deſpicable :. juſt as 
beg leave to add a remark concerning the word ſabaoth : which, inſigmficant and deſpicablo, with reſpect to this great 
though a Hebrew expreſſion, is retained in that excellent hymn, tranſaction, as a wandering ſpark would be, i ap- 


entitled Te Deum; and which ſome people, I am inclined to be- : T7 : | : 
Neve, M wa oh - Be ee loner G pointed to diffuſe day amidſt the darkneſs of night, 


fies the reft of the ſeventh day; and, in this connection, yields produce ſpring amidſt the depths of Winter. 
a ſenſe 5. very 5 ind fie Rad. mean. Whereas | Ther. Theſe are alarming hints, Aſpaſio, | muſt. con 
the former denotes armies or hoſts; and furniſhes us with an feſs.—A law, which requires an exact and uni penſal o 
image trul grand and majeſtic, worthy to be admitted into the bedience, both in heart and life -A GOD o ſuch g 
ſongs of Z glorifies GO D, as the great, univerſal, majeſty, purity, and glory, that men of the moſt ap- 
uncontro!lable SOVER EIGN; who exerciſes a ſupreme 7 je inte rit are overwhelmed with confufion, in 


inion over all the orders of being, from the loftięſt archan- bh re "4 + ay 
gel that ſhines in heaven, to the loweſt reptile that crawls in ate rote r N. my Ee: 
duſt: who ſays to a legion of cherubs, Go; and they go ;—10 1. | cy erve.—A F. eſent, 8 


8 ſwarm of infects, Come; and they come : - to any, to every lever og argunify ring u e =p Zz 1 
creature, Do this; and they do it. Ses Matth. vili. ùA. Job xi 5. I. vi. 3. 2 
Ns R. xxv. 5, Job iv, 18. 4 Heb. al, 21, | Ezek. 1. 28. Dan. x. * | B Job ix. 20+ 21.39. 31, 32; 
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ſeems to be moving this way, and the livery looks like 
Philander's. its | 

A/ſpafſio, deſirous to fix thoſe convictions—which are 
of the /a/t conſequence to our faith and falvation— 
very deſirous to fix them on his friend's mind, replied. 

Aſp. As your vilitants are at a diſtance, give me 

leave to obſerve, That the wiſeſt of men, attending to 
the firſt of theſe particulars, has poured contempt up- 
on all human excellency ; There is not a juſt man upon 
earth, that doth good and finneth nat *, | he apoltle of 
CHRIST takes ſhame to himſelf, on the lame ac- 
count; and teaches all mankind to ſtrike the ſail of ſelt- 
conceit ; In many things we offend all 4.--Dawvid, con- 
ſidering the /ater of theſe points, prays with the ut- 
moſt earneſtneſs ; Enter not into judgment with thy ſer- 
vant, O LORD! and aſſigns this humbling reaſon 
for his petition ; for, in thy e ſhall no man living be 
juſtified l. This induced Nehemiah, who had been {0 
nobly zealous for the honour of his G O D, not to 
conſide in his own valuable ſervices, but make appli- 
cation to forgiving goodneſs ; Spare me, O LO RD, 
according to thy great 1 ||. 
Had I ſet before you the example of the poor Pu- 
blican, who ſmote upon his breaſt ; durſt not lift up 
his eyes to heaven; but cried from the bottom of a 
polluted heart, GOD be merciful to me a ſinner 17 
Self-love, might poſſibly have whiſpered ; © Surely, I 
« am not to be ranked with that abominable wretch. 
I ſtand upon ſome better footing than ſuch an inta» 
«© mous offender.” With reſpect to the enjoyment 
of eternal life, we ſtand upon no better, upon no o- 
ther. And when /ow as that obnoxious deſpiſed crea- 
ture, we are upon the very ſame ground with the moit 
exalted ſaints. They all appear before the MAJESTY 
of HEAVEN, in the ſame attitude of unteigned hu- 
miliation, and with the ſame acknowledgments of ut- 
ter unworthineſs.— For it is a certain truth, and ad- 
mits of no exception, that to juſtify ſinners, is not 
the privilege of human obedience, but the /ole prero- 
gative of the LO R D our righteouſneſs. 

Ther. Is not the practice of Hezetiah an exception 
to your rule? Theſe, if I recollect aright, are the 
words of that king; I beſeech thee, O LORD, 
remember how I have walked before thee in truth, and with 
a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy 
ght ++. You ſee, he puts the iſſue of his trial before 
the everlaſting G O D, upon his own integrity and his 
own obedience. 

Aſp. Theſe are his words, but they are not uſed with 
this view. He humbly repreſents before the great 
SOVEREIGN of the world, how beneficizt bis 
former life had been, and how ſerviceable his prolonged 
life nig bt be, to the belt intereſts of the Few:/b nation. 
Ho recurs to his obedience, not that he may eſtabliſh 
his hope of eternal happineſs in heaven; but that he 
may obtain a reprieve trom the grave, and a lengthen- 
ing of his tranquillity on earth. — Neither is this obe- 
dience gloried in by way of merit; but only pleaded 
by way of argument: As though he had faid ; © Re- 
« member, gracious GOD, how 1 have exerted my 
< royal authority, to ſuppreſs. idolatry, to extirpate 
« vice, and to promote thy true religion. Confeder 
how greatly thy people ſtand in need of ſuch a vi- 
6 pilant and zealous governor; and to what a miſer- 
able condition both church and ſtate may be redu- 
* ced, if thou takeſt away thy ſervant by this threat- 


| * Fell. vil. 20. t Pſal. cxliii. 2. 
Neh. zii. 22. F 2 Kings xx. 3. 


4 Jam. iii. 2. 
+ Luke xviii. 13. 
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« ened but untimely ſtroke. And, for the v 

« Fudah, for the — of thy name, for Sn 
port of thy own worſhip, O ſpare me a little /” 4 

Kae pauſed, ex 1 a reply.— As Theron conti. 
nued ſilent and muſing, A/pafis, with a ſmile of bene 
volence, proceeded. Come, my Theron; why ſo d 8 
in thought? Have you any objection to the evidenc 
I have produced They are ſome of the moſt denen 
characters, and iſlaſtrious perſonages, that could be { 
lected from all ages: kings, princes, and patriots; 

rieſts, ſaints, and martyrs. Should theſe be deemeg 
inſufficient, 1 can exhibit a larger and nobler cloud of 
witneſſes ;—/arger, for they are a great multitude 
which no man can number, of all nations, and kin. 
dreds, and people, and tongues ;—nobler, for the 
ſtand before the throne, and before the LAME 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands 
Aſk thoſe ſhining armies, Who they are, and whence 
they came? Their anſwer is comprized in one of 
my favourite portions of ſcripture ; one of thoſe de. 
lightful texts, from which I hope to derive conſola- 
tion even in my laſt moments. For which reaſon 
=o will allow me to repeat it, though it may perhaps 
mentioned in a former converſation. We are they 
who came out of great tribulation ; and have woſhed our 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the LAMB, 
therefore are we before the throne *, 

Some of them laid down their tives for the ſake of 
CHRIST; many of tzcm were eminent for works 
of righteouſneſs ; all of them were endued with real 
holineſs. Yet none of theſe qualifications conſtitute 
their paſſport into the regions of endleſs felicity. They 
had waſhed their robes; had fled to the atonement, 
and pleaded the merits of FE $U $ their SAVIOUR: 
—Hereby they had made them white ; this was the 
cauſe of their acquittance from guilt, and their com. 
plete juſtification :—And ?herefere, on this account, 
their perſons were accepted ; they were preſented 
without ſpot before the throne ; and admitted to that 
fulneſs of joy, which is at G O D's right hand for 
evermore. 

Ther. 1 have no objection to your witneſſes. But, 
r your doctrines ſtrangely debaſing to human 
nature, | 

4p. A ſign, Theron, that it is agreeable to the ge- 
nius of the gg el : which is calculated, as the el fa 
- foretold, to humble the ſinner, and exalt tho 

AVIOUR 4: The loftineſs of man fhall be bowed 
down, and the haughtineſs of men ſhall be made low, 
and the LORD alone ſhall be exalted in that day!: 
Man, though naturally vain, ſhall be made Cube 
“ of his numberleſs offences; ſhall ſee the defects 
* which attend his higheſt attainments ; ſhall confeſs 
the impoſſibility of being juſtified by the deeds of 
the law; and place al bis hope upon the propitia- 
« tory death, and meritorious obedience, of the 
« LORD FESUS CHRIST.” | 


Rev. vii. 14. 15, | 
8. This correſponds with a very valuable maxim, which an 
eminent divine once recommended to his people, as a touch · ſtone 
to diſtinguiſh evangelical truth. That doctrine, he (aid, which 


tends 
ü To huſnbie the ſinner ; 
To exalt the SAV IOUR 

Do promote hilineſs ; 
That doctrine which tends to accompliſh al! theſe deſigns, you 
may embrace as ſound. That which is defective in its influence 
on any one of them, you ſhquld reje& as corrupt. 

1 II. ii. 11. 
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"HERON, impreſſed with the laft converſation, 
was very deſirous to reſume the ſubject, and re- 
new the important debate. With this view, he con- 
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and ftretched itſelf in the form of an ex- 
. 2. The mounds, on either ſide, were dref]- 
2 in verdine, and ran out in a flanting direction. 
The whole, to an eye placed at a diſtance, bore the 
reſemblance of u magnificent vH; contracting, by 
low degrees, its dimentions ; and leſſening, at laſt, 
into a point : which the regular and graceful ſeat, with 
all imaginable dignity, ſupplied. 12 | 
Nature kad funk the lawn into a gentle decline on 
whoſe ample ſides, were oxen browzing, and lambs 
friſking. The luſty droves lowed, as they paſled ; 
and the thriving flocks bleated welcome mufic in their 
maſter's ear.—Along the midſt of this verdant Ylope, 


ran a ſpacious and extenſive walk : which, coated with 


ravel, and fenced with palliſadoes, looked like a plain 
ripe of brown, interſecting a carpet of the brighteſt 
green,—At the bottom, two handſome canals, copi- 
ouſly ſtocked with fiſh, floated to the breeze ; whoſe 
waters, beheld from every front-room in the houſe, 
had a fine effect upon the fight, not without a retreſſ- 
ing influence on the imagination. —At the extremity 
of one, ſtood a ſtately colonnade. The roof was ele» 
vated on pillars of the Ionic order; and the area ſlab- 
bed with ſtones, neatly ranged in the diamond-faſlion. 
Several foreſt-chairs accommodated the anglers with a 
leat, while the bending dome fupplied them with a 
ſhade. 

Correſponding, and on the margin of the other ca- 
nal, was erected a ftrmmer-houſe, of a very ſingular 
kind, —The lower part had an opening towards the 
north. It was cool; it was gloomy ; and had never 
ſeen the fun. It carried the romantic air of a grelle, 
or rather the penſive appearance of a bermi's cell. 
The outſide was coarſe and rugged with protuberant 
ſtones. Partly overſpread with W's Pw covered 
with moſs, it ſeemed to be the work of ancient years. 
—You deſcend, by ſteps of turf, through a low and 
narrow door. A ſcanty iron grate, inſtead of a large 
{weeping ſaſh, tranſmits a glimmering light; juſt ſuf- 
ficient to diſcover the inner ſtructure : which appeared 
like one continued piece of rock- Work; a cavern cut, 
you would imagine, from the ſurrounding quarry.— 
Above, hung an irregular arch, with an aſpect rather 
threatening, than inviting. Below, lay a paving of 
homely pebbles ; in {ome places, a little furrowed, as 

þ it had been worn by the frequent tread of ſo- 
litary feet. All around, were ruſticity and ſolemnity; 
ſolemnity never more viſibly ſeen than through a gloom. 
— "The furniture of the ſame grote/que faſhion with the 
apartment, A bench hewed, you would ſuſpect, by 
nature's chiſel, out of the ſolid ſtone ; a ſort of couch, 
compoſed of ſwelling moſs, and ſmall fibrous roots. — 


From one corner, trickled a pure ſpring, which crept 


with a bubbling moan, along the channelled floor, till 
its healthy current was collected into a baſon, rudely 
ſcooped from the ground. On the of this little 
receptacle, lay chained a ruſty bowl, and over it 
ſtood an antique worm-eaten table. On the leaſt ob- 
icure part of the wall, you diſcern, dimly diſcern, a 
parchment ſcroll, inſcribed with that age, but morti- 


fying admonition, VANITY OF VANITIES! ALL © 


18 VANITY! „ | 

Over this receſs, fo pleaſingly horrid, and adapted 
to ſolemn muſings, aroſe an open and airy Belvidere, 
You aſcend by winding ſtairs; and coming from the 
axcouth abode below, are ſweetly ſurpriſed with an ele- 
gant hexagon.—The ceiling lofty, and decorated with 
the ſofteſt, richeſt, almoſt-flowing fret-work. The 
wainſcot, in large papnels of oak, retained its native 
auburn: ſo beautifully plain, that, like an amiable 


_ countenance, it would have been disfigured, rather 
than improved, by the moſt coſtly paint. On this 


were diſpoſed, in gilded frames, and to great advan- 
andſcaper. But none 
ſurpaſſed, none equalſed, all were a foil to, the noble 
lovely views which the windows commanded.— The 


6 b , 191 
chimney- piece, of white ſhining marble, ſtreaked with 
veins of vivid red. Over it was carved a fine feſtoon 
of artificial, in it was ranged a choice collection of na- 
tural flowers, — On a table of glofſy walnut, lay a port- 
able teleſcope, attended with Themſon's Sen ſons, and Pa- 
nterii Predium Ruſticum X. | 

The whole was fitte& up in the higheſt taſte, and 
furniſhed with every pleaſurable ornament : vn pur- 
poſe to harmonize with that /avr/b gaiety, which ſeem- 
ed to ſmile over all the face of nature; on purpoſe to 
correſpond with that vernal delight, which came breath - 
ing on the wings of every fragrant gale. I may add, 
on purpoſe to remind the beholder of thoſe immortal 
manſions, Which are decorated with images infinitely 
more ſplendid, with objects unſpeakably more glorious : 
where holy beings will ſpend, not a few vacant hours 
in refined amuſement, but a boundleſs eternity in the 
conſummation of joy.— For, to a well-turned mind, 
nature is a preceptor ; and theſe are her inſtructive leſ- 
ſons. To the pure in heart, even ſenſe 1s edifying ; 
and theſe are its delicate moralities. 

The redundant waters of the canal rolled off in a 
ſpreading caſcade ; which, tumbling from many a 
little precipice, ſoothed the air with a ſymphony of 
ſoft and gurgling ſounds; nor ever intermitted the 
obliging office, 

From morn to noon, from noon to det eve. 
But, when the fanning breezes dropt their wings, when 
the feathered choir were huſhed in fleep, when not ſo 
much as a chirping graſhopper was heard throughcut 
the meads, this liquid inſtrument ſtill played its , 
ſtill purſued its buſy way, and warbled, as it flowed, 
melodious murmurs, 


Aſp. Such, Theren ; ſo uniform, uninterrupted, and 
invariable, ſhould be or couformity to the divine law. 
But alas! thoſe ſacred precepts are ſo exceeding broad, 
that the moſt enlarged human obedience is far from be- 
ing commenſurate to their extent; fo abſolutely holy, 
that our 2 attainments fall vaſtly ſhort of their 
exalted perfection. How then can we expect juſtifica- 
_ from ea - conſummate rule? How dare we 
Place our dependence upon ſuch imperfe& duties? 
eſpecially before a GO D of unerring diſcernment, 
and immaculate purity, ? 


Ther. Becauſe mankind are incapable of pleaſing 
their MAKER, by 1 an ab/otute and invariable 
obedience to the moral law; does it follow from thence, 


that they cannot render themſelves acceptable to him, 
by an univerſal courſe pf fincere obedience ? 

4p. I think, it follows from what has been my 
obſerved. If you defirenew ts, they are at hand. 

The law, fays the teacher of the Gentiles, is the mini. 
ſtration of condennation f. How can this be true, if it 
requires no more than a fncere obedience ; ſuch as is 
proportioned to our infirm ſtate ? If this be ſufficient 
to juſtify, and entitle us to our CREAT O R's fa- 
our, the law ceaſes to be the miniſtration of condem- 
nation. It becomes (which. is flatly contradictory to the 
apoſtle's doctrine) the miniſtration of rightequineſs. 

The law is ſty led, by the fame r tea cher, a 
ſehoalmaſter to bring us to CHRIST}, How can it, 
Vanierii predium ruflicum—A moſt elegant Latiz poem; 
which treats of every remarkable peculiarity relating to the 
buſineſs of a country-life, or the furniture of 4 <ountry-ſem. 
—lt entertains us with a deſcription of the moſt epreecablc ob- 


jects, in an eaſy flow of the pure 
3 y te pureſt language, and moſt myſical 


It is, I think, one continued beauty: ſuperio⸗ to ever; i 
8 _ 1 I dave met with MOT honey ye 24 
, it at all, unworthy tbe firſt genius of the | 
2 Figs ſecunduz, 7 peene 3 — — 3 * 

1 2 Cor. iü. 7. In this place, I apprebead, the apoſtle meant 
the moral law, and that Lol ; as that alone was written 
and engraven on flones: Hſewhere, I believe, he uſes the word 
in a larger ſenſe; and intends to exclude all law whatever, from 
bearing 7 ſhare in Our juſtiſicatin. ers 2 | eil! kr, 
I Gal. iii. 23. Nlafelols, 4 ſchoolmafter s who pretends noi i 
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upon your fuppolition, be qualified for ſuch an office ? 
Tf a ſincere obedience be the whole of its demands, it 
can no longer direct us to CHRIST ; it will no long- 
er deliver us over toa REDEEMER's merit; but 
muſt draw and attach us to elf; teaching us to 
look upon its precepts, and our own conſcicntious 
vbſcrvance of them, as the,tenure of cternal lite. 

Do you inſiſt upon a third proof? A third preſents 
itſelf ; not ſo RE founded on argumentation, as de- 
duced from example.—How was Abraham *, the friend 
of GOD, and father of the faithful, juſtified ? By a 
courſe of ſincere obedience? No; but by faith in the 
promiſed MESSIAH. Abraham worked not, with 
a view to obtain juſtification z but believed on him, who 
fuſtifieth the ungodly.—How was David *, the man at- 
ter GO D's own heart, juſlificd ? By his zcal for the 
LORD, and by his eminent ſervices? No; but by 
a righteouſneſs imputed : even that righteouſneſs of 

the bleſſed REDEEMER, through which 7n1quity 
is forgiven, and fin pardoned. And can we be ſaid to 
walk humbly, or can we be thought to walk ſurely, if 
refuſing to tread in the ſteps of theſe exemplary ſaints, 
we divert into a path of our own deviling ? 

Ther. * Of our own deviling !*'—No, my friend: 
there is a milder law introduced by the goſpel, conde- 
ſcending and merciful to our infirmities, which accepts 
of ſincerity inſtead of perfect obedicnce. 

Aſp. When was this milder law introduced, and the 
ſtricter abrogated ?—Not upon the entrance of fin, I 
preſume. At this rate, the original law mult be the 
creature of a_ few Jays, perhaps of a few hours only. 
But can we imagine, that the all-wiſe and unchangeable 
G O D would ordain a ſyſtem of precepts to be diſan- 
pulled as ſoon as enacted ?!—Not in our LOR D's 
time, I am very certain. That holy commandment, 
which requires * love to GOD, and perfect 
charity to men, he aſſures us, was ſtill in force +. 
Nay, it is evident, from the nature of the DEITY, 
and from our relation to one another, that it always 
will be in force; that it never can ceaſe ; but is neceſſary 
and everlaſting. 

4 A milder law, condeſcending to our infirmities.” 
— What can be the purport of ſuch an inſtitution ? It 
muſt be ſuppoſed to ſpeak the following language : 
« Be it known unto you, O children of Adam, that 
« you are no longer injoined to love the LORD 
« with all your ſtrength, nor to love your neighbour 
e as yourtelves.—Once, indeed, I inſiſted upon abſo- 
“ lute purity of heart; now I can diſpenſe with ſome 
&« degree of evil concupiſcence. Since CHRIST is 
e come, and his goſpel preached, you need not always 
& be clothed with humility ; but may feel ſome little 
„ emotions of pride,—In thort, becauſe you are weak, 


Finiſh the education of youth; but directs them to, and pre- 


pares them for, higher ſtudies, or nobler employs. The law, 
In like manner, aims not at furniſhing us with a title to happi- 
'neſs; but fits, diſpeſes, and diſciplines us, for the all- ſufficient 
REDEEMER. 

Some have thought, that c Xpiro» ſignifies, until the coming of 
CHRIST, But this will hardly conſiſt with the genius of 
the language, or with the import of the following clauſe, That 
we might be juſtified by faith. Beſides, this would confine the 


efficacy of the law to that period of time which preceded our 


LOR D's incarnation. Whereas, it ill does, and always will 


act, (until this corruptible ſhall put on incorruption), in a way 


of ſubſerviency to his merits. 

* + Theſe two examples are, with the trueſt judgment, ſe- 
lected, and with the utmoſt propriety applied, Rem. iv. 1. &c. 
Rom. iv, 6. &6,— Abraham was the moſt illuſtrious pattern of 

iety, among the Jewiſb patriarchs: In glory there was none 

he him, Ecclus xliv. 19, David was the moſt zealous and ſe- 
raphic of their kings; 'a man after GO D's own heart, 1 Sam, 
xiti, 14. If neither of theſe was juſtified by his own obedience, 
but each by an imputed righteouſneſs ; if they both obtained 
acceptance with G OD, not as upright beings, who might claim 
it; but as ſinful creatures, who muſt implore it; the conſe- 


uence is glaring. It is ſuch, as muſt ſtrike every attentive 
— cap and muſt affect every individual perſon, 
$ + Matth. xxil. 37. 38. 39. 1 in nt, 


&« I will connive, or even accommodate my demands 
to your enfeebled and depraved condition.“ 

Not to urge, (what muſt be ſhocking to every car) 
that ſuch a doctrine would make the HOLY ON . 
of G ON a miniſter of ſin; and the goſpel of our ſal. 
vation, a patent for licentiouſneſs. Let me only aſk 
Does this agree with our LOR D's declaration 
One jot or tittle ſhall in no w_ paſs from the law, till all 
be fulfilled *.+—Is this ſuitable to the perfections of the 
divine LEGISLATOR, with whom is no variable. 
neſs, nor ſhadow of turning !: — Will this conſiſt with 
the avowed reſolution of he almighty JEH OVAnp3z 
He will magnify the law, and make it bonourable t, 


Ther. However you may decry what I call the mild. 
er law, St Paul aſſerts it to be the Chriſtian ſcheme, 
This he ſtrenuouſly argues for, as the only ſcheme 
by which any man can be juſtified in the ſight of 
G OD. | | 
Ap- Does he, Theron? In what epiſtle? what chay. 


ter? what verſe ?—He ſays, addrefling himſelf to the 
Galatian converts, 1 do not fruſtrate the grace of GO; 


for, if 18 — come by the law, CHRIST is dead 
| 


in vain ||. From which paſſage, we learn two very 
momentous truths: That were we to deriveajuſtifying 
righteouſneſs from the law, this would not only be ge. 
rogatory to the honour of grace, but ſubverſive of itz 
very being :— That, by ſecking juſtification through 
our own conſcientious behaviour, we make, as far as in us 
lies, the death of CHRIST a vain thing ; for which 
there was no occafion, and of which there is no ule, 
To the ſame purpoſe it is written in that invaluable 
epiſtle to the Romans I, If they which are of the law be 
heirs ; if they who truſt to their own performance of 
the law, are thereby entitled to the heavenly inheri- 
tance; faith is made void, and the promſe made of none 
efett.—See now, my friend, the tendency of your 
opinion ! It is not a mere ſpeculative miſtake ; an er- 
ror of inconſiderable conſequence ; but ſuch as ſirikes 
at the fundamentals of the goſpel. Inſtead of being 
the only Chriſtian ſcheme, it totally -overthrows ++ 
Chriſtianity itſelf. For it would render the promiſe 
abortive, and ſuperſede the neceflity of faith, It 
would deſtroy the very exiſtence A . and make 


even the death of CHRIS Ta ſuperfluous tranſaction. 
Ther. This I ſee, Aſpaſio, that the method of obtain - 
ing acceptance on account of our own ſincerity, is a 


benign expedient; ſuch as correſponds with the com- 


paſſionate nature of the DEITY ; and is, what the 
apoſtle ſtyles, being ju/ified by faith, without the deeds 


of the law, 


Aſp. How]! To be juſtified by faith, and plenty 
ſincerity, the ſame thing !—Is it poſſible, that th 
ſhould be equivalent terms? — Let me illuſtrate my 
query by a ſ{militude, which our preſent ſituation ſug» 
geſts. Sometimes, an eaſy compariſon is more con- 
vincing, than a laboured argument, 

From this pleafing eminence, we command an ex- 
tenſive view of the country. Our eye connects the 


-artleſs grandeur of nature, with the elegant embelliſh- 


Matth. v. 18. 17 Jam. i. 17. 1 11. xlii. 21. 
Gal. ii. 21. + Rom. iv. 14. 


St Paul ſays of thoſe preachers, who taught juſtiſication 
by the works of the law, They would pervert, or (as the origi- 
nal word wlespy=: may be tranſlated) ſubvert and overthrow the 
goſpel of CH RIS. To pervert, give a wrong turn, or a fe alſe 
colour, ſeems not to expreſs fully the apoſtle's idea, nor to pre 
ſerve the native energy of his argument. The Greek word 1s 
nr ws the Hebrew Tar, which we generally render ever- 
tere. al, 1. 7. | N 2 
It may be 2 our while to tranſcribe Beza's deſcant upon 
the paſſage : which is no leſs pertinent, than it is important, 
Puid enim magis contrarium eft fidei, ſive gratuitæ juſtificat ioni, 
quam kali er lege, five meritis, nen f 13 T1ſed 
noftris ? Ttaque qui volunt iſta duo conciliare, magis etiam ſunt 
inepti, quam fi quis conetur len cum tenebris, mortem cum vita 
conjungere. | FO 7 


'P * 


1 * 
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ne the ſummer-houſe: , Nor is the public road 
2 ho part of the ſcene : becauſe it pre- 
ſents us with a moving picture; with a perpetual ſuc- 
ceſſion of new on s—How many travellers have 

aſſed in review, ſince we took our ſeat in this agree- 
able elevation! Juſt at this inſtant, a ta e-coach, bolts 
out of the lane; filled, I preſume, wit paſſengers, 
that reſide in the neighbourhood, or are to lodge in 
the next market-town. We will ſuppoſe them {et 
down at their journey's end. An acquaintance viſits 
them; congratulates them on their arrival 5 and aſks 
that cuſtomary queſtion, . how they came? - We 
« came,” ſay they, © without walking a ſtep our- 
« ſelves; yet by walking, as well, and as far, as we 
„ were able,”—ls this anſwer intelligible? are theſe 
methods of travelling conſiſtent * So intelligible is my 
friend's doctrine. So conſiſtent is juſtification, vouch- 
ſafed without the deeds of the law; and juſtification ob- 
tained, by performing the deeds of the law, as well as 
we are able. 12117 

Ther. Without the law, ſignifies, without the ne- 
ceſſity of an exact and unerrng conformity to it. 

Aſp. This is not without, but by the law, qualified 
in the rigqur of its demands, and departing ſomewhat 
from the perfection of its precepts: Could you affirm, 
with any propriety, that this part of the hemiſphere is 
without the ſun, becauſe an intervening cloud has mo- 
derated its fervour, and abated its glare? 

What ſays the apoſtle? His words in another place, 
will determine his meaning in this. If a ſtate of ac- 
ceptance with GO D be of works; be referable to our 
own obedience, whether ſincere or perfect; it is no 
more of grace x. Works and grace, in point of juſtifi- 
cation, are irreconcileable oppolites f. On this pin- 
nacle they cannat ſtand together, One muſt ſupplant 
and overthrow the other, | | 

But why do I ſpeak of grace? If my friend's opi- 
nion prevail, grace is at an end. What we took to 
be the goſpel, turns out a covenant of works. Salva- 
tion ceaſes to be a free gift, and becomes a 2 
payment. For to him that worketh, that performe 
what the law requires, is the reward nat reckoned of 

race ; but he may claim it, as his due ; it muſt be paid 
him, as matter of debt f. | 

Ther. You take no notice of what I urged concern- 
ing the benignity of this ſcheme, and how much it 
magnikes the clemency of the great LEGISLATOR, 

Aſp. But why ſhould clemency erect its throne, on 
the ruins of almoſt every other attribute ?—This me- 
thod would diſhonour the veracity of GO D, which 
has denounced a curſe upon every deviation from his 
revealed will. -It would depretiate the adminiſtratian 
of his juſtice, which cannot but puniſh whatever vio- 
lites his ſacred precepts. It would greatly derogate 
trom the dignity of his Jaw, and make it a mere thing 
of wax; to bend, and truckle, and take its forui from 
the fin and weakneſs of human nature, 


Ther. Will the divine law then make no favourable 
allowances for human infirmities, for conſtitutional 
faults, and itrength of paſſion ? 27 | 

Aſp. Var be it from me to repreſent the law of the 
MOST HIGH, either more ſtrict, or more yield- 
ing, than it really is. To avoid all poſſibility of ſuch 
a miſtake, let us hear the declaration of the law itſelf; 
Curſed is every one that continueth not in all things, that 
are written in the book of the law, to dg them }. 

Nom. xi. 6. The paſſage produced Aſpaſio, vefers im- 
mediately kt the Joftrine o Hetion, — oe we; ve to the 


privilegs of juſtification, However, as the former includes the 
atter, if that be perfectly free, this cannot be the conſequence 
of works. 


The argument, therefore, I apprebend, is con- 
clufive, though the proof is not ſo direct. RS 
E diametro inter ſe opponuntur, Moſes et 7 


ESUS CHRISTUS; 
lex et promiſſio ; facere et credere; opera et fides ; merces et 
dinum. BENGEL,- 1 Lat 


+ Rom. iv. 4. 1 Gal. iii, 8 
No 1K, | | 
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Every one ; without any exception of perſons; with- 
out any regard to pleas, either of human weakneſs, or 
violent temptation. —T hat continueth not; it is not e- 
nough to obſerve theſe holy commandments, in the 
general tenor of our converſation. Our courſe of o- 
bedience muſt be without any intermiſſion ; from the 
earlieſt dawn of reaſon; to the lateſt period of life. — 
In all things ; we muſt refrain from all the fins that 
are forbickden, and from every approach towards 
them. We muſt practiſe all the virtues that are in- 
joined, and in their full extent of perfection. 2 
In a word, the law inſiſts upon obedience, perfect 
in its principle; perfect in all its parts ; perfect in e- 
very degree; and in each of theſe reſpects 2 K*. 
— The Teaſt deficiency in any one particular, renders 
us liable to vengeance ; and, notwithſtanding any re- 
pentance for tranſgreſſions, notwithſtanding all pre- 
tenſions to ſincerity of heart, ſubjects us to the curſe: 
Theron pauſed. He ſeemed to be ſtruck with ſug- 
priſe, — But rallying his thoughts, replied, If this 
be the ſenſe of the paſſage, who of all fleſh can be 
ſaved? | 5 | 
Aſp. Say rather, If the extent of the divine law be 
ſo enlarged, if its demands be ſo high, and its ſanc- 
tion ſo awtully rigorous, then muſt every mouth be 
ſtopped ;—then is all the world become guilty before 
GOD ;—and by the works of the law ſhall no man living 


be juſtified. 4 | 

EA Will not ſuch exceſſſvely- ſevere doctrine 
drive people into deſpondency, or even drown them 
in deſpair? 

Aſp. No, Theron, unleſs it be ſuch a deſpair, as is the 
parent of heavenly hope; and productive of thoſe a- 
miable twins, peace and joy : A deſpair, I mean, of 
being reconciled to our offended G O D, and of obtain- 
ing eternal happineſs, by any ſatisfaction or any duties 
of 11 own. a n | | 0 

her. Surely, you forget the gracious manife/to, pu- 
bliſhed by the condeſcending KING of wth 1 If 
there be firſt a willing mind, it is accepted, according to 
what a man hath, not according to what he hath not +. 
Is it not plain from this text, that infinite goodneſs 
will admit our honeſt, though imperfe& endeavours ; 
and, ſince we are not able to pay an unſinning, will 
mercifully accept our be/? obedience ? | 
Ap. Ido not forget, but poſſibly my friend may 
mi apply the gracious * Lo whom was the 
word of this conſolation ſent? To true believers who 
had given their own ſelves to the LO R DH, who were 
eſtab iſhed in CHRIST||; and abounded in faith 4.— 
f you likewiſe, my dear Theron, acknowledge your- 
ſelf a vile ſinner in your worſt, and an unprofitable 
ſervant in your beſt eſtate; if, in conſequence of this 
acknowledgment, you fly for refuge to the wounds of 

a crucified SAVIOUR; and rely, for ſalvation, onl 
on his obedience unto death; then you imitate thoſe 
Corinthian converts ; then you may apply that indul- 
mu declaration to yourſelf; and then would I ven- 
ture to addreſs you, in the elegant and chearing lan- 
ge of the royal PREACHE RA; Go thy way, eat 


thy bread with yoy, and drink thy wine with a merty 


heart; for GO D now accepteth + both thy perſon 
and ee | Bi F ! ; 


That the law inſiſts upon an obedience abſolutely perſet, 
will be farther evident to the attentive reader, if he conſiders 
the tenor of St Paul's argumentation, in his epiſile to the Ro- 
mans, and to the Galatians ; particularly Rom, iii. 23, iv. 15. 
Cal. iii. 21. A 2 - yoett 

t 2 Cor, viii, I2, 2 Cor. viii, | » 
+ 2 Cor. viii. 7. F rele + 4 Ip 

+» Eccl. ix. 7.— Aſpaſio's remark diſcovers an ambiguity in 
the word accepted.—If people mean, that ſincere obedience 
ſhalt be accepted, as their juſtifying righteouſneſs, as that which 
conſtitutes their title to everlaſting felicity ; the propoſition is 
extremely falſe, — Tf they mean, that the fincere obedience 
of believers, though very imperfect in itſelf, ſhalt be graciou/ly 
regarded in CHRIST, and find favour through his all-re- 


12 Cor. i. 21. 


commending merit; the "40h is unqueſtionably uu. , 
| WETTED 
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Hut, if overlook the righteouſneſs of the bleſ- 
ſed FESU'S ; it you depend upon yourſelf and your 
own attainments ; you are (how ſhall I ſpeak it!) not 
accepted, but accurſed. In ſuch a caſe, you have al- 
ready heard your doom denounced by the leader of 
the Fetus, and may hear it ratified by the apoſtle of 
the Gentiles ; As many as are of the works of the law, 
who ſeck jfſtiſication by their own obſervance of its 
commands, are unter the cutſe &. 

Ther. Under the curſe! Becauſe our attempts to 
obey, though faithfully exerted, are attended with de- 
fects ! ls not this unreaſoriable and ſhocking? Unrea- 
/ſhable, that the GOD of ND ſhoult] eſtabliſh a law 
of ſuch conſummate perfection, as no child of Adam 
can, even with his utmoſt afliduity and care, fulſil? 
Shocking, that the GOD of mercy ſhould thunder 
out ſo Evers a denunciation on the leaſt inadvertent 
breach, on every unavoidable failure? This exceeds 
the relentleſs rigour of Draco, or the tyrannical impo- 
fitions of the Agyptian taſkmaſters. Draco is ſaid to 
have written his ws in blood. Yet he never enacted 
ſuch inſtitutions, as were abſolutely too ſtrict and dif- 
ficult to be obſerved. And, though the Agyptian 
talkmaſters inſiſted upon the full tale of bricks, with- 
out allowing the neceſſary proportion of ſtraw, yet 
the puniſhment they inflicted, was incomparably leſs 
than everlaſting deſtruction. 

Aſp. It GOD el. in delivering his law to 
fallen mankind, intended to propofe the means of their 
juſtification ; your argument would be valid, and your 
inference undeniable. But the Sr REAuE LEGTS- 
LATOR had a very diffetent, a far more myſterious 
deſign. However, before I proceed to touch upon 
this point, let me deſire to know your opinion. 


For what reafons, think you, was the law ordained? 

Ther. For what reaſons ?—To deter men from the 
commiſſion of vice, and excite them to the practice of 
virtue. To fet before them a rule for their conduct; 
which if they diligently obſerve, they ſhall be reward. 
ed with eternal 1 1 which if they preſumptu- 
wy tranſgreſs, they ſhall be puniſhed with eternal 
' miſery. | 
45. If man had never fallen, this doctrine had been 
ſound divinity, and this method a practicable ſcheme. 
But, ever ſince the fall, fuch a way of ſalvation is 
fomewhat like the north-eaſt paſſage. As mountains 
of ice, and the ſevereſt rigours of winter, block u 
_ this ; ſo extreme impotence in man, and the utmo 
perfection in the law, bar up that.—The law, faith the 
apoſtle, is weak ; is incapable of furniſhing us with a 
title to the heavenly felicity + : not through any de- 
fect in its precepts, but through the fleſb ; Aroueh the 
inability of our degenerate nature. 

Yet I maſt confefs, you are not alone in your opi- 
nion. Multitudes have unwarily entertained the ſame 
notion: not apprehenfive, that they fruſtrate hereb 
the grace of G OD, and render it of none effect wi 
regard to themſelves.— If you examine the ſcriptural 
account, you will find it quite of another ſtrain. 
Ther. Pray let me hear the ſcriptural account. For, 
whenever thoſe DiviNE ORACLES ſpeak, I am all at- 


tention. Where-ever they interpoſe their authority, 1 
am all ſubmiſſion. * * 7 


fincerity the ect of faith? Then we may rejoice in it, with 
the happy apoftle, 2 Cor. i. 12, Would fincerity be the con- 
dition of our juſtification ? Then we muſt renounce it, with 
holy 7ob, chap. ix. 15. | ; 

| * Gal. iti 10. 


od Rom. viti. 3. Therefore he ſays in another place, IF there 
been a law given, which could have given life, Gal. iii. 21. 
Fr is the ſame way of ſpeaking, and intended to denote the 


7 mpoſſibilty,' which is implied in that ſpeech of ZE 


A H to Abraham; IF a man can number tha the 
ral , Gen. AI. 16. Y — N | 7. | ; a a oe | 


ſet aſide the law, in favour o 


Aſp. By the law is the knowledge of fin x. Far from 
being our juſtifier, it is our accuſer. It arraipns and 
ou us guilty. It demonſtrates, beyond all poſſibi. 
ity of contradiction, that the very beſt among us haye 
failed and come ſhort of our duty; nay, that the v 
beſt among us have done amiſs, and dealt wicked! 7 

I was alive without the law once, ſays the apoſtle 4, 
thought myſelf upright and holy; and entitled, by yir. 
tue of theſe qualifications, to life eternal. But whe, 
the commandment came, ſhining in its purity, and one. 
rating with power, in revived,; a clear and lively ſenſe 
of guilt ſhot, like a N ray, through all my ſoul. 
I ſaw myſelf chargeable with many paſt provocations. 
I felt myſelf ſubject to much remaining corruption, 
In conſequence of Which, I died; my vain conceits 
were blaſted; my preſumptuous hopes expired; 1 
could not but acknowledge myſelf juſtly liable to con- 
demnation and death. 

Ther. It had this effect on Saul, when he was a ma. 
lignant and barbarous perſecutor. But, when people 
are virtuous and benevolent, what purpoſe does it then 
ſerve ? 

Aſp. A very important one; yet fuch as may, pro 
bably, at the firſt hearing, affect you with a little ſur. 
priſe. The law entered, ſays the apoſtle, that the offence 
might 

Ther. Be reſtrained, no doubt. 

Aſp. That the offence might abound ;, is the aſſer. 
tion. 

Ther. Surpriſing indeed! Is it poſſible that G 0 D'; 
law ſhould give countenance to fin? nay, add ſpurs 
to the ſinner ? | 

Aſp. Let us beware of miſtaking our ſacred caſuiſt. 
The law entered, not that the common of ſin might 
be authoriſed, but that the abundance of our ſins might 
be manifeſted : that all mankind, even your virtuous 

ons, may perceive the great multitude of their in- 
iquities; the greater impurity of their hearts ||; to- 
gether with the utter imperfection of their higheſt at- 
tainments, and beſt ſervices. 

This end could not be anſwered by a law, relaxed 
in its demands, or warping to our weakneſs; only by 
a ſyſtem of precepts, every way exact, and in al! de- 
grees perfect. Whoever would repreſent to his neigh- 
bour, the ſpots that ſully, or the ſcars that disfigure 
his countenance, muſt effect the deſign, not by a ſtain- 
ed, but by a pure mirror. 

Ther. The knowledge M4 fin, and a conviction of our ex- 
ceeding finfulneſs/—theſe are intentions, which I ſhould 
not have ſuſpected. | 

Aſp. Theſe are not all. There is another intention of 
the law, equally neceflary, and no leſs awful. 7! re- 
veals the wrath of GOD, againſt all ungodlineſs and un- 
righteouſneſs of men 4.— Having ſet before the finner, 
his innumerable offences, and enormous guilt ; it de- 
nounces the doom, which he deſerves. It unſheaths 
the ſword of juſtice, and threatens the offender with 
everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of the LORD. 

Ther. A modern writer ſuppoſes, that GO D may 

Fail men. I might far 
more reafonably ſuppoſe, that he would mitigate the 
law, on the tame conſideration. But what you urge, 
makes me afraid to lean on ſo precarious a prop. _ 

"Aſp. To look for comfort and ſalvation from this 
quarter, would be to lean, as the Arabian proverb 
ſpeaks, on a wave of the ſea : which will not only 
to ſupport, but will certainly ſwallow up, the unad- 
viſed and raſh depender, 7 
No, Theron ; rather than the divine law ſhould loſe 
its honours, Sodom and Gomorrah were laid in aſhes; 


E'+ 


Rom. iii. 20 + Rom. vii. 9. t Rom. v. 20. 
And therefore was law giv'n them, to evince _ 
' Their natural pravity, © MIt r. b. XII. 287, 


+ Rom. i. 18. 
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jent world was deſtroyed with a deluge ; the 
— of nature is deſtined to the flames, ard 
11 its unholy inhabitants will be condenined to heil 
Nay, rather than the /ea/? titte ſhould paſs unaccom- 
liſhed, its curfe has been executed on G O D's own 
P'ON, and all its injunctions have been fulülled in 
the perſon of JESUS CHRIST. 
Ther. As I dare not confidein the modern proviſion- 
2lvo, ſo neither can I accede to your ſevere and 


oy feng notions.—The laws of a wiſe and beneficent 


— are calculated for the good of his ſubjects. 
What good, what advantage can accrue to us, from 
receiving ſuch a ſentence, and poſſeſſing ſuch coayic- 
ions? 

"A Though I might mention many advantages, I 
ſhall content myſelf with ſelecting one; which is not 
only valuable in itſelf, but the introduction to every 
ſpiritual bleſſing. When, by the. inſtrumentality of 
the law and the illumination of the SPIRIT, we 
are brought under ſuch convictions; then we are 
taught to ſee our danger; then we are made to feel 
our miſery ; and then we ſhall no longer ſleep in ſe- 
curity, but ſolicitouſly look out for deliverance, and 
gladly accept the ſovereign remedy. £3374 

Ther. The law, according to your repreſentation, is 
intended to accu/e me, — to convidt me,—to condemn me. 
So it becomes, inſtead of a ſalutary, a killing fyſtem. 

Aſp. The letter killeth, but the ſpirit giveth hfe K. If 
we adhere to the literal ſenſe, without attending to 
the ſpiritual deſign: if we regard only the precept 
and the ſanction, as they ſtand in themſelves ; and nei- 
ther conſider, nor improve them, as acting in ſus/er- 
viency to the MEDIA T OR's righteouineſs ; they 
are doubtleſs a killing ordinance, and bind us down 
under a ſentence of death.—But rightly improved, 
Hold! let me proceed no farther with the argument. 

You are a ſportſman, Theron, and delight in the 
manly recreations of the field. You muſt therefore 
have read that fine poem, which ſo elegantly deſcribes 
your favourite diverſion. 

Ther. The ca act, I ſuppoſe, you mean. 

Aſp. The ſame. Do you remember the large de- 
ſcription of the royal ſtag- c hace? 

Ther. Perfectly well. It is not a week ſince I per- 
uſed the whole paſſage ; and with as much plcature, 
as if it had been entirely new. , 

Aſp. Then you can give me a fummary of the a- 
greeable narrative. | 

Ther. I can. But will not this chace lead us away 
very far from our ſubject ? 1 Ir 

Aſp. Perhaps, not ſo far as you imagine. I have a 
reaſon for my requeſt. 

Ther. What reaſon, I beſeech you ß f 

A/p. You ſhall ſoon know. Only favour me with 
the account. ut 239 

Ther. I proteſt, I cannot diſcern the leaſt connec- 
tion between theſe rural ſports, and the grand topic 
of our converſation. However, ſince you command, 
I will implicitly obey. 

The ſtag, rouſed from his lair, ſhakes his dappled 
fides ; toſſes his beamy head; and, conſcious of ſupe- 
nor agility, ſeems to defy the gathering ftorm.—Yon 
lee, e 0h poetry, I have catched ſomething of 
the poetical {train. | "mp 

Aſp. This enlivened manner excites my eagerneſs, 
and makes me more deſirous to hear the ſequel. 

Der. Firſt, he has recourſe to ſtratagem, and eva- 
ſiwe ſhifts. He plunges into the copſe; darts acroſs 
the glade; and wheels about in doubling mazes; as 
though he would purſue, even the foe he avoids. The 
full-mouthed pack unravel all his windings, and drive 
him from his wily arts. een 207 eee 

Now he betakes himſelf to flight, and confides in 
his — He burſts through the woods ; | bounds o- 
ver the lawns'; and leaves the lagging beagles far be- 

ix 2 Gor, bw, 6, 4 " > 
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hind. The beagles flow, but ſure, trace his ſteps; 
through woods, through lawns, through half the ex- 
tended foreſt: Unwearied, {till unweaned, they urge 


their ardent way, and gain upon the alarmed object of 


their purſuit. 64 
Again he flies; flies with redoubled ſwiftneſs, 
ſhoots down the ſteep ; ſtrains up the hill; and takes 
ſhelter in the inmott receſs of ſome ſequeſtered grove. 
The ſagacious hounds hang, with greedy naſtilh, on 
the ſcent. They recover, hy indefatigable aſſiduity, 
the ground they had loſt. Up they come a third time; 
and, joining in a general peal of vengeance, hurry the 
aflrighted animal from his ſhort concealment; }, 
Perplexed, and in the utmoſt diſtreſs, he ſeeks the 
numerous herd. He would loſe himſelf, and elude 
his purſuers, amidſt the multitude of his fellows. But 
they, unconcerned for a brother's wo, ſhun the miier- 
able creature, or expel him from the ſelfiſh circle. 
Abandoned by his aſſociates, and haunted with appre- 
henſions of approaching ruin, he trembles at every 
leaf that ſhakes. He ſtarts; he ſprings; and wild 
and ſwift as the wind, flies he knows not where, yet 
pours all his ſoul in flight.—Vain, vain are his efforts. 
The horrid cry, lately leflened, thickens upon the gale, 
and thunders in his ear. Now the poor breathleſs 
victim is full in view. His forightlineſs forſakes 
him. His agility is ſpent. See! how he toils in yon- 
der valley, with faltering limbs, and a hobbling gait. 
The fight of their game, quickens the pace, and whets 
the ardour of tlie impetuous hounds. With tumul- 
tuous violence they ruſh in, and with clamorous joy 
demand their prey. | ind 
What can he do, ſurrounded as he is, with inſult- 
ing tongues, and ravenous jaws? Deſpair is capable 
of inſpiriting even the timorous breaſt. Having no- 
thing to hope, he forgets to fear. He faces abont, 
and 1nakes a reſolute ſtand, The trunk of a ſturdy 
tree covers his rear ; and his own branching horns; 
defend him in front. He ruſhes upon his adverſaries ; 
goars fome ; lays others grovelling on the turf; and 
makes the whole coward pack give way. | 
Encouraged by this unexpected ſucceſs, his hopes 
revive. He rallies once again his drooping ſpirits; 
exerts the little remainder of his ſtrength ; and ſprings 
through the midſt of the retiring rout.—It is lus laſt, 
laſt chance. He ſtretches every nerve; once more 
loſes fight of the rabble from the kennel ; and, ſind- 
ing no ſecurity on the land, takes to the water, He 
throws his burning ſides into the river; fails down 


the cooling ſtream ; and links away to the verge of 


fome little ſhelving iſland. There, finding a reſting- 
place for his feet, he ſculks cloſe to the ſhady margin. 
All immerſed in the wave, excepting only his noſtrils, 
he baffles, for a while, the prying eye of man, and the 
keener ſmell of brute. 1 
Diſcovered, at length, and forced to quit this un- 
availing refuge, he climbs the ſlippery bank. Unable 
to fly nger, he ſtands at bay 
willow; itands, all faint with. toil, and ſobbing with 


anguith. | The crouds that gather round him, with 


mercileſs and outrageous tranſport, triumph in his 
miſery. A multitude of bloody-thiſty throats, join- 
ed with the ſonorous horn, ring his al Knell.— 
The tears, till this fatal inſtant unknown, guſh from 
his languiſhing eyes, and roll down his recking cheeks. 
He caſts one more lock on the woods, the lagns, the 
pleafing ſcenes of his former delights ; and, determi- 
ned to die, prepares to ſell his life as dear as poſlible, 

At this moſt critical juncture, the roya/ ſportſman 
comes up. He fees the diſtreſſed creature and, as 
foon as he fees, he pities. The clemency, which at- 
tends the throne, accompanies even the diverſions of 


majeſty, He iſſues the high command. The prohiditory 


lignal is given. , The pack, though raving for blood; 
are checked in a moment; and nat checked only, 
but called off from the prey. Diſappointed and 
Nen der een eren 4 ' 
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grumbling, tliey retire; and leave the intended vic- 
tirn of their fury, to enjoy his liberty, his ſafety, and 
his caſe again. 

have now followed the ſtag, till I have tired your 
patience. Why did you ſuffer me to run on at this 
extravagant rate? You know, I am, on theſe favour- 
ite topics, an everlaſting talker. 

Aſp. Why this apology, Theron? I am ſure you did 
not ſec my month yawn, or my head nod, while you 
was purſuing your tubject, Belides, I intend to make 
reprizals, and put your attention to the ſame trial. 

Thus the ſtrictneſs of the lau purſues the ſoul; 
dillodges it from every refuge of hes; and never re- 
mits its terrifying menaces, till the poor delinquent 


196 


ceaſes from ſelf-confidence, and fixes on CHRIST 


for his whole ſalvation “. 

The man, perhaps, is awakened into a ſerious con- 
cern for his eternal ſtate. In conſequence of which, 
he relinquiſhes his profane and iniquitous practices; 
breaks the Sabbath, and defrauds his neighbour no 
more.—But the law quickly repreſents, and in a gla- 
ring light, that a negative obedience is by no means ſut- 
ficient, | 

Upon this, he betakes himſelf to a courſe of poſitive 
holineſs; gets acquainted with religious * gue and 
performs religious duties; prays in ſecret, and attends 
public ordinances ; conſcientiouſly obſervesthe LORD's 
day, and regulates his behaviour by the rule of G O D's 
commandments. Now he is ready to congratulate 
himſelf on his remarkable and hopeful reformation. 

Soon he perceives, that all his proficiency is but 
{kin-deep; a mere outfide varniſh, which has not pe- 
netrated the inner man. He begins, therefore, to 
watch over the motions, and bewail the evils of his 
heart. He labours to ſubdue pride, and curb paſſion ; 
to purge our filthy luſts, and to baniſh ſpiritual wick- 
edneſs. Notwithſtanding all his vigilance, conſcience 
flies in his face, either for the neglect of ſome virtue, 
or the commiſſion of ſome fin. The law rings in his 
ear that dreadful denunciation ; “ Curſed is he that 
« performeth not all things.” 

truck by this conviction, his wounds bleed afreſh. 


He 1s obliged to ſeek ſome new balm for his ſore. In 


order to appeaſe an offended G O D, and atone for his 
ſinful relapſes, he makes many ſorrowful confeſſions ; 
oſſibly, ſubmits to voluntary ſufferings. He denies 
imſelf, and beſtows liberally on the poor. He ſighs 
deeply, and mourns bitterly.—But can waters that 
are muddy, cleanſe the garment that is filthy? Wilt 
thou ſatisfy, O vain man, wilt thou ſatisfy for one ſin, 
by committing another? In % % penitential exerciſes, 
were thy thoughts ſteadily devout ? In thoſe acts of 
beneficence, was thy heart warmly affectionate? If 
not, ſuch fancied reparations of paſt faults, only ag- 
gravate the heavy ſcore. | . 
What ſhall he do? He cannot pay. To beg he is 
aſhamed, Fain would he enter into life, yet not be too 
much indebted to grace. He attempts therefore to 
compound with heaven. He binds himſelf by ſolemn, 
perhaps 10 ſacramental engagements, to ale greater 
circumſpection for the future: then turns his eye to 
the divine MEDIATOR; not with a view of re- 
lying wholly on his righteoutneſs ; but only to obtain 
ſuch a ſupply, as may make up the deficiencies of his 
own.—Somewhat like this was the miſtake of the Ga- 
latian converts; againſt which St Paul, in his epiſtle 
to that people, ſo ſolidly diſputes, and ſo ſharply in- 
veighs f. Dae il zi HS? o earner 13h 0% þ 
„Lex hominem urget, donec is ad CHRIS'TUM confugit, 
Tum ipſa dicit, Aſylum: es nactus ; defino te perſequi ; ſapis, Lu, 
es. That is; The lau urges and purſues the ye till he 
flies for refuge to FESU CHR IST, Then the law ſpeaks 
to this effect 3 75 You are entered into the ſtrong- hold; my de- 
© wands are farlsfied; my curſes are ſilenced; I remit the 
% pur At. You are wiſe; yeu are ſafe; you are happy.” 
DIB QDSMITEC CIT EH N f BEN GEL. 


+ Sharply indeed ! for, infles] of ſaluting them, under the 
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At length, falling notoriouſly ſhort in execy 
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For a while, he holds faſt his purpoſed int 
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that he can deviſe; and has found every method jos 


part, a ſtartling voice ſounds in his ear tha 
alarm; “ Curſed is he that continueth not.“ 

ſinks with diſcouragement, and all his reſolut 
their enfeebled heads. He has tried ev 


fectual. All his expedients are a ſpider's w ; 
hope 1s as the __ up of the choſt. "FIN 
His ſoul, purſued by the law, and hunted by terro 
is brought to the gates of death, or the very brink „ 
deſpair. And now the KING of kings, now i. 
LORD our righteouſneſs, appears for his reſc 
Now is accomplithed that gracious declaration 0 1: 
rael, thou haſt deſtroyed thy/elf, but in me is thy hel * 4 
Driven from every falſe refuge, and drawn 5 tha 
blefled SPIRIT, he comes weary and heay * . 
to CHRIST. Convinced of the fin of his maten 
the fin of his life, and the fin of his beſt duties 
he renounces himſelf in every view. This is all bie 
falvation, and all his deſire, that he may win CHRU GN 
and be found in him. Did that poor afflited woma;, 
lay, HI may but touch his garment, I Hall be whale? 
With equal ardour does this enlightened ſinner un 
„If I may but have fellowſhip with the glorious EN; 
« MANUEL, in his merits and in bis benefits 1 
« am alive from the dead; I am happy for ever. 
Having ſeen a glimple of the tranſcendent excellen 
of the REDEEMER's perſon ; having reccived 4 
taſte from the inexhauſtible fulneſs of his grace; 0 
how he longs for brighter manifeſtations | how he 
thirſts after more plentitul draughts None that come 
to CHRIST, are caſt out. He that awakers theſe 
ardent deſires, in his due time gives the delired blel. 
ſin 8. After various conflicts, a comfortable and eſta- 
bliſhed faith is wrought in the penitent's ſoul. He 
believes, that the SON of the MOST HIGH died 
in his ſtead, and was obedient for his juſtification ; 
believes, that all the unſearchable riches of the * 
red MEDIA TO Rẽs life and death are his portion &., 
* this faith, his heart is purified; his heart is 
quic 
temptations aſſault him, he derives ſtrength from his 
SAVIOUR; reſiſts the devil; and is faithful unto 
death.—Though corruptions defile him, he flies to the 
fountain opened for uncleanneſs + ; makes daily, hourly. 
application of the blood of ſprinkling ; and goes on 
his way, rejoicing in GO D his 8 4 U OUR. 


Ther. Your diſcourſe puts me in mind of Ab/alom's 
procedure, when Joab refuſed to make him a viſit. 
The prince ordered Jus ſervants to ſet on fire the ge- 
neral's ſtanding corn 1. This ſtratagem had its intend- 
ed effect. The apprehenſion of danger drove him, 
when the reſpectful invitation would not lead him, to 
a perſonal interview. You ſeem to ſuppoſe, that the 
law was delivered with ſuch a deſign ; to lay us under 


a neceſſity of flying to the atonement of CHRIST. 


honourable title of /aints, and faithful in CHRIST Yk. 

SUS, he ſtigmatizes them with that ſevere appellation, © fooiifh 

Galatians And as to their practice, which was a departure 

from juſtification by CHRIST alone, he ſtyles it, not, mere 

ly an error, but an error of the moſt miſchievous and horrid 

kind,—an infatuation, —a bewitchery, Ti iger. Gal. ili. 1. 
- T4 4912259 We, $000 int Lt. 

* See this work of grace, and procedure of couverſion, 
more copiouſly diſplayed, in a valuable little piece, entitled, Hu- 
man nature in its fourfold flate, by Mr Thomas Boſton, page 
227.— Which, in Nene, is one of our beſt books for 
common readers. e ſentenccs are ſhort, and the compari - 
ſons ſtriking. The language is eaſy, and the doctrine evange · 
lical, The method proper, the plan comprehenſive, the man- 
ner ſearching, yet conſolatory.—lIt another celebrated treatiſe 
is ſtyled, 7. he whole duty of man, T would call this The w HOLE 
of man; as it compriſes—what he was originally hat he is 


by tranſgreſſion—what, he /bould. be through grace — and then 


what he will be in glorx. 
+ Tech. xiii, 1. f 2 Sam. xiv. 30, 


ened ; he is fitted for every good work. Though | 
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Ahn, 1 do, Theron. And for this opinion I have a 
fr better authority than my own fuppoiition, We 
are aſſured by unerring wiſdom, that CH RI ST 16 
he end of the law *. It points invariably to him. It 
terminates wholly in him; and then obtatas its firſt, 
its principal purpoſe, when ſinners are brought to their 
divine REDEEMER; for righteouſneſs and ſtrength: 
for that i hteouſneſs, which entitles to heaven ; that 

rength, Which capacitates for obedicnco. 

% law hath concluded all mankind under fin + + yet 
not with an intention, that any ſhould be diſcouraged 
now, or periſh for ever; but that every one may ſee 
his inexpreſſible need of a SAVIOUR's death, 
anda SAVIOUR's obedience f: that, being thus 

repared, hoth to value and receive ſo precious a bleſ- 
og, the promiſe of juſtification by faith in FESUS 
CHRIST, may be given do them that believe. 
Let us advert to this grand aim of the law. Then 
we hall ſee goodneſs, unqueſtionable and ſovereign 
odneſs, in forming its conſtitution ſb ſublimely per- 
fect, and making its threatenings 16 infex:bly ſevere, 
Excluſive of this wholeſome ſeverity, we ſhould ſu- 
pinely diſeſtzem, perhaps wantonly reject, the grace 
of the goſpel. —The prodigal /on would never have re- 
turned to his father, in that humble, ſubmiſſive, ſup- 
plicatin g poſture, if he had not found his circumſtan- 
ces utterly ruined, and felt himſelf perifhing with 
hunger. No more would the conceited {ons of Adam, 


Rom x. 4. 18:0; 

+ Cal. u. 10. The facred original is ſomewhat more com- 
preheuſive than Aſpaſio's interpretation. It is not Teas, but 
a Which denores things, as well as perſons - and implies, 
that nothing we have, nothing we 6, is free from fin, till the 
merits of CHRIST interycue, and the blood of CUYRIST 


be ſprinkled, 


t IVitſius, ſpeaking of the law delivered at Sinai, ſays, Fafta 
oft ia fiederis operum commemoratis, ad {ſraelitas peccatorum et 
miſeri ſue convincendas, ex ſeipſis expellendos, de neceſ/itate 
ſati;fattionis edocendas, et ad CHRIST UM compellendos : et 
fic inſervit feederi gratias _ Animadv, IREN. p. 99. 

The genius and deſign of the law were, I think, emblema- 
tically taught by the circumſtances attending its delivery, — The 
mountain, not to be trodden by any Hraelite, or touched by 
any beaſt, on pain of death The voice of thunder, and the 
glare of lightning — The ſound of the trumpet, and the 
clouds of ſmoke—The vaſt range of hills and rocks, trembling 
to their centre—Six hundred thouſand men ſtruck with in- 
expreſſible conſternation—And Moſes, cyen Maſes himſelf, the 
{1vourite of heaven, terrified exceedingly All theſe indicated 
the righteous, the rigoraus, and the aw/ſul import of © the word 
te ſpoken ” © kia | 

Nor was the Het of theſe aſtoniſhing incidents, without a 
ſyiritual meaning. The people durſt not adventure upon a 
ferſonal approach, but had recourſe to a mediator. They re- 
1 that Moſes might interpoſe, and trap ſact affairs between 
the terrible JEHOV AH, and the guilty congregation.— 
Such an impreſſion, the purity and the rigour of the law 
ſhould make on our hearts; ſhould drive us from ſelf to a 
SAVIOUR, deter us' from confiding in our legal, and 
prompt us to ſeek an evangzlical righteouſneſs, 1 2 


* 
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diſclaiming all pretence to any merit of their own, 
and with nothing but the halter “ of ſelf. condemna- 
tion about their necks, fall down at the feet of a mer- 
ciful REDEEMER, if they were not inſtigated by 
the ſharp goad, or rather driven by the flaming ſword 
of the law. eee, A. as . 

Ther. Has the law then nothing to do with our tem- 
per and converſation ? Is it no longer to be conſidered 
as a ſyſtem of duties? no longer to be regarded as 4 
rule of life ? | | | 

Aſp. When it has forced the lines of ſclf-righteouſ- 
neſs, and driven us to FESUSCHRIST, that on- 
ly citadel of ſafety, for acceptance and ſalvation ; then 
It ſerves as a rule for our conduct. Then it ſhews us, 
like a friend and 2 guide, how to order our gonvyerſa- 
tion, and adorn our profeſſion ; how to glorify GOD, 
and expreſs our gratitude to CHRIS ? But, tall it 
has accompliſhed the forementioned end, it 4» tas 

n it flaſhes terror; it is, as Moſes ſpeaks, 4 
ery law f. | 

And is it, my dear Theron, a fiery law? Then let 

it conſtrain us to take ſhelter in that meritorious obe- 
dience, which will be to our guilty ſouls as the cold of 
ſnow in the time of harveſt I. As it a law which worketh 
wrath? Let it endear to our affections that ineſtima- 
bly-precious goſpel, which preacheth peace by JESUS 
CHRIST AIs it the miniſtration of condemnation 4? 
O ! let it quicken our flight to that all-gracious SURE- 
TY, who was condemned at Pilate's bar, that we may 
be acquittzd at G O D's tribunal. LETS. 

To all this agrees our celebrated Milton ; _ whoſe di- 
vinity is as faultleſs, as his poetry is matchleſs. You 
will give me leave to quote a few of his beautiful lines 
which recapitulate, as it were, the whole preceding 
converſation ; and, while they recapitulate the con- 
verſation, confirm the doctrine. This will make you 
ſome amends, for my late tedious harangue: This 
will tip the lead with gold, e 
Soc lato appears imperfect; and but giv'n' 

With purpoſe to reſign them, in full time, 
Up to a better cov'nant'; diſciplin  \ | 
From ſhadgwy types to truth ; from fleſs to ſpirit ; 
From impgſition of ſtrict laws, to free 1 
Acceptance of large grace ; from ſervile frar, 
'To Fiat 5 Works of ; to works of faith ++. 
Alluding to thoſe remarkable words of Benhadid's ſer- 
vants; Let us put ſackdloth upon our hins, and ropes upon our 
heads, and go out to meet the king of Iſrael ; peradventure he 
will ſave thy life, 1 Kings xx, 31. $47 l 
+ Fiery lau, Deut. xxxiti. 2, I dare not aſſirm, that this is 
the exact import of the original, nor do I preſume to determine 
the preciſe ſignification of a phraſe ſo remarkably difficult. 
But as this is our received verſion ; as it ſuggeſts a very uſeful 
truth; and a truth, which, in the preſent age, is peculiarly 
needful to be inculcated; I am inclined to acquieſce in the com- 
mon rendering. | | co leo 
„ . Prov. xiv. 1% | 18 860 101 310 
1 2 Cor. iii. 19. Book XII. 30. 
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Aſp. GAIN, Theron! muſt we never lay aſide 
the weapons of controverſy ?—You put me 


in mind of the reſolute Athenian ; who having fought 
with diſtinguiſhed bravery on the field of Marathon, 
purſued the vanquiſhed Perſians to their fleet. At 
that very inſtant” à g: ey full of the enemies troops 


prevent their eſcape, , he laid hold on the veſſel with 


his right hand; which was no ſooner fixed,. than 


chopped off by the ſailors. The warrior, not at all 
——_ d, ſeized it with his left. When that alſo 
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was cut away, he faſtened. his teeth in its ſide ; and 
never quitted his gripe, till he religned his breath *; - 
Ther. I have been reconſidering the caſe of imputed: 
rig hteoufneſs , and am by no means ſatistied, as tothe 


„ Propriety gf the phraſe, or the, truth. of the do@rine;! 
was putting off to ſea. Determined, if poſſible, to 


be Athenian's name was Cynegyrus, The author who 
relates this extraordinary ſtory, is Juſtin. If the reader ſhould 
think it a rhodomontade, I belieye, he will not judge amiſs. 
And I promiſe myſelf, the ſame good ſenſe will enable him to 
. diſtinguiſh between what is hinted by way of pleaſantry, and 

what is urged by way of argument. 1 
„„ 8 | 


RN 
eſpecially in the ſenſe which you eſpouſe.—Objections 
ariſe, more ſubſtantial and weighty, than any that 
have hitherto been urged ; pcs. which, if I miſtake 
not, you will find it a more difficult taſk to anſwer. 
Aſp. 1 muſt do my beſt. And if my beſt attempts 
prove unſucceſsful, 1 thall fay with the gallant Iphicra- 
tes, when overpowered by the eloquence of his anta- 
goniſt ; „My adverſary is the better actor, but mine 
is the better play.“ 
I ay better — For to you, Theron, I will freely own, 
what to another perſon I ſhould not be ſo willing to 
diſcloſe, "That ] receive no comfort, but from the ha- 
bitual belief, and daily application of this precious 
doctrine. Whenever I read the moſt correct and beau- 
tiful writings, that proceed in the contrary ſtrain, I 
teel my ſpirits heavy; 1 find my proſpects gloomy ; 
and not one ray of conſolation gleams upon my mind. 
Whereas much meaner compoſitions, which breathe the 
{vour of this evangelical union, ſeldom fail to quick- 
en my hopes; to brighten my views ; and put into 
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my mouth that piouſly-alert profeſſion of the pſalmiſt, 


} tvill run the way 0 thy cemmandments, now thou haſt 
fet my heart at libert *,— Though 1 am far from lay- 
jag any conſiderable ſtreſs upon this obſervation, far- 
ther ſtill from advancing it into the place of an argu- 
ment ; yet I may be permitted to mention it, in the 
confidence and familiarity of friendſhip. 

Ther. An opinion propoſed with ſo much modeſty, 
and ſo nearly connected with my Aſpaſio's comfort, has 
doubtleſs a claim to my ferious attention. Otherwiſe 
it might poſlibly provoke my raillery. For, you 
muſt know, Iam no great admirer of inward feelings. 
cannot think them a very folid method of demon- 
ſtrating your point. It muſt be enforced by better 
reafons, if yqu would gain it acceſs to my heart. 

We muſt place, you fay, a dependence upon the 
LORD FESUSCHRIST, in all that he has done 
and ſuffered, What HE has done and ſuffered, you 
add, is our only juſtifying righteouſneſs ; and to 
place our dependence on it, is the only method to ob- 
tain pardon of our ſins, and life eternal. 

Ap. have faid it, Theron, and I abide by it. 
This being the righteouſneſs of G ON, is— 

Ther. Give me leave, before you proceed farther, 
to propafe a query. Does the righteoufneſs of GOD 
ſignify the active and paſſive obedience of CHRIST? 
Ap. Rightequſneſs is a conformity to the law, in 
heart, and in life. As the SON of G O D voluntari- 
ly made himſelf mo to the law; perfectly fulfilled 


its precepts ; and ſuffered to the utmoſt its penalty; 
this, 1 ſhould imagine, furniſhes us with the true/t 
and nobleſt ſignification of the phraſe. | 

Ther. What if I or others ſhould imagine quite the 


reverſe ? | 

4. 1 thank my friend for his admonition. It is 
indeed unreaſonable, that my bare imagination ſhould 
paſs for orthodoxy and truth. Let us then inquire 
after better proof. SUTTON | 

When the divine name, in the ſacred phraſeology, 
is added to a ſubſtantive, it expreſſes ſome very ex- 
traordinary property.—The trees of the LORD 4, de- 
note thoſe ſtately and magnificent foreſts, which the 
hand of the MOST HIGH plante&, —The mountains 
of 60 Df, are thoſe prodigiouſly-large elevations of 
thc earth, which none byt an almighty arm could c- 

,» The righteouſneſs: of G O 

a righteouſneſb of the moſt ſupereminent dignity 3 ſuch 


challenge his acceptance. And where ſhatt we 


S ON *?—Thy, has a moſt. unexceptionable claim to 
1 * * 37 Nase rte DIES TA £85 
p P 9 1 Pal. civ. 16. 
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Ukewiſe means, 
as is-worthy- to be called by his name; and may july 

+ h find 
this, but in the conduct and perſon of his bleſſed 
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the exalted title; being, as a maſterly critic explain, 
the phraſe, © a righteouſneſs deviſed by G O D the 
« FATHER, from all eternity; wrought out by 
“ GOD the SON, in the perſon of FESUS CHRIST, 
applied by GOD the HOLY GHOST, to th; 
« finner's toul.” 

Ther. This doctrine of yours, if I rightly underſtand 
it, would make remiſſion of fans but one half of our 
juſtification ; and ſomething elſe neceſſary, in order to 
obtain eternal life. Which is juſt as rational, ag to 
ſuppoſe, that though one cauſe may expel darkneſs 
another mult ſupervene, in order to introduce light, 

455 The nature of juſtification, and the nature gf 
condemnation, are two oppofites, which will mutuall 
illuſtrate each other. —What is implied in the con. 
demnation of a {inner ? He forfeits eternal life, and is 
doomed to eternal death. What is included in the jy. 
ſtification of a ſinner ? It ſuperſedes his obligation to 
puniſhment, and inveſts him with a title to happincſs. 
In order to the jir/t, there muſt be a rœniſſion of 
ſins; in order to the — an imputation of rigli- 
teouſneſs. Both which are derived from CHRIS T's 
mediation in our behalf; and beth take place, when 
we arc united to that divine HE A D.--S0 that we 
do not derive, them from two different ſources, but 
aſcribe them to one and the ſame great, all- ſufficient 
CAUSE. | 

Your compariſon, though intended to overthrow, 
I think, fully eſtabliſhes the ſentiment.—W hen yonder 
bright orb makes his firſt appearance in the eaſt, what 
effects are produced? The ſhades of night are diſper- 
ſed, and the light of day is diffuſed. —To what are 
they owing ? Fach to a ſeparate, or both to the ſame 
origin? Every one's experience will anſwer the que- 
ſtion. Thus when the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſes in the 
ſoul, he brings at once pardon and acceptance. Re- 
miſſion and ſalvation are under his wings. Both 
which conſtitute the healing * of the nations; and both 
owe their being to CHRIST? obedience, embraced 
as active, and not rejected as paſlive. | 

Ther, This, I know, 1s the fine-ſpun theory of your 
ſyſtematic divines. But where is their warrant from 
ſcripture ? By what authority do they introduce fuch 
ſubtile diſtinctions? | 

Aſp. I cannot think the diſtinftion ſo fubtile, or the 
theory ſo finely ſpun. To be releaſed from the dan- 
natory ſentence, is one thing; to be treated as a righ» 
teous perſon, is evidently another. —Ab/z/om was par- 
doned, when he received a permiſſion to remove from 
Geſhur, and dwell at | Feruſalem. But this was very 
different from the recommencement of filial duty, and 
parental endearment +. A rebel may be exempted from 
the capital puniſhment, which his traiterous practices 
deſerve ; without being re/tored to the. dignity of his 
former ſtate, or the rights of a loyal ſubject. In Chris 
/tianity likewiſe, to be freed from the charge of gut, 
and to be regarded as a righteous perſon, are two ſe- 
veral bleſſings; really diſtin& in themſelves, and oft- 
en diſtin uithed in ſcripture, 

Ther. Where are they iſti ? im what texts 
of ſcripture ? This is what I called for - your ſcriptu- 
ral warrant. | | : 

Aſp. What thiuk you of Jab's reply to his cenſort- 
ous friends? GOD - forbid, that I ſhould juſtify you | / 
That he forgave them, there is no doubt. Yet he 
could not juſtify them; could not allow their reflec- 
tions to be equitable, or thein behavinur charitable. 

What think you of Solamon's. ſuppli 


thou in heaven, and , and i ulgꝝ thy: ſervants ñ candemu- 
ing the wicked,. ta bring his Way Upon, his, bead * and 


juſtifying the rig leouc, ta give him according ta bis righe 
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*, TV condemn, in this paige, evidently 
to pronounce guilty, and obnoxious to pu» 
8 By parity of reaſon, to j/:fy muſt de- 
note to pronounce righteous, and entitled to happi- 


ca ſ. 


nes. a 8 , . . ; 

at ſays Solomon's father? Enter not into gudgment 
wed the fervent, O LORD! Her in thy fight ſhull no 
man living be fuſtified t. A man might be pargoned, 
if judged accor ing to the tenor of his own obedi- 
ence. But no man could be declared righteous, in con- 
ſequence of ſuch a trial: this were ablolutely and u- 
niverſally impoflible. * 

From all which paſſages 1 conclude, that to be juſtiſi- 
ed, is diflerent from, is ſuperior to, the bare remiſſion 

iin. 

45. All theſe inſtances are derived from the O 
Teſtament : the New, if L miſtake not, ſpeaks another 
language. Conſider the cafe of the penitont publi- 
can, What does he requeſt? G0 D be merciful to me 
4 nner“ What does he obtain ? He went down to his 
houſe juſtified 1. If then the petition and the grant 
may be ecined correſpondent, pardon and juſtiſica- 
tion muſt be reckoned equivalent. ; 

4/p. The Old and the New Teſtament are, in their 
ſtyle and contents, exactly correſpondent. Echo, in 
yonder cloyiters, does not more punctually reverberate 
the (peaker's voice, than thate divine books harmonize 
with each other. 

Yet it will not follow, from the publican's requeſt 
and the pb/icar's blefling, that pardon and juſtiſica- 
tion are the fame. Only, that G O D's bounty fre- 
quently exceeds our prayers, and is larger than our 
expectations; or, that the bleſſing which was implo- 
red, and the bleſſing which was vouchſafed, are n/e- 
arubly connected, and always accompany each other. 

gt Paul mentions @ ju/tification of life : not barely 
an exemption from the ſentence of death; but ſuch 
4 juſtification, as gives @ lite || to the reward of life. 
The words are very emphatical. We ſhall injure 
the dignity of their meaning, if we underſtand them 
in a more contracted ſeuſe. Towards the cloſe of the 
ſame chapter, we have another paſſage rich with con- 
ſolation, and full to our purpole: Grace reigneth 
through righteouſneſs unto eternal life 4 c Here is point- 
ed out the prime ſource of all our bleſſings, infinitely- 
free and triumphant grace: the meritorious cauſe, not 
any works of man, not any qualifications of our own, 
but the perfect righteouſneſs of our LORD FESUS 
CHRIST: the ect or end of all; which is, not 
harely an abſolution from guilt, but an inſtatement in 
life; a life of holy communion with G OD in this 
world, to be crowned with an eternal fruition of him 
in another +, 0 . | 

Let me produce one text more, which juſt at this 
inſtant occurs to my memory. You will find it in 
the apoſtle's defence of himſelf, beforo Fetus and A- 
$/1ppa. He opens, as it were, his apoſtohcal commil- 
ion, and repeats the words of his royal MAS T E R. 
T ſend thee to ignorant and enſlaved, guilty and ruined 
creatures; to turn them from darkneſs to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto CO D ; that they may receive for- 
giveneſs 5 and inheritance among all them which are 
Janttified by Leon that is in ne . The great PREACH- 
ER of the Gentiles, or rather the ſupreme LORD of 
all preachers, has diſtinguiſhed, between remiſſion of 


ſins, and the inheritance of ſaints ; between the pardon. 


that delivers from hell, and the juſtification that entitles 
to heaven. 80 that the former does by no means con- 


* 1 Kings viii, 32, + Pal. cxliji. 2. Luke xviii. 13. 14. 
| Rom, v. 18, Anau fore off declaratio divina illa, qua pecra- 
for, mortis reus, vitæ adjudicatur, idgue jure. BEN BL. in loc, 

+ Rom. v. 21. 

+ Aceordingly,' eternal life is called the hope, not of for- 
givene(s, but of righteouſneſs, Gal. v. 5. | 
not barely becauſe of abſolution, but becanſe of righteouſneſs, 

tu. vii. 10. { Acts xavi. 18, 


And it is beſtowed, 
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ſtitute the latter ; but is connected with it, as a link 
ia the ſame ſacred chain; or included in it, as part of 
the fame glorious whole; | | 

Ther, Admitting your diſtinction to be proper, is 
not the ſatisfaction made by the death of CHRIST, 
fufficient of i7/e/f to obtain, both our full pardon, and 
our final happineſs ? e 

Aſp. Since my friend has ſtarted the queſtion, I may 
venture, with all reverence to the divine counſels, to 
anſwer in the negative; it being neceffary, that the 
REDEEMER of men ſhould obey, as well as ,, 
in their ſtead.— For this we have the teſtimony of our 
LORD himfelf, This commandment, fays he, have I 
ST my FATHER, that I ſhould lay down my 
fe *. Thus it becometh us, adds he in another place; 
to fulfil all righteouſneſs f. To which his apoftle ſabs 
joins, that, if we re:gn in life, it muſt be not only 
through thoſe fufferings which expiate, but alſo through 
that rzghreouſneſs f which merits. HS 

Ther. Our LOR D's teſtimony relates only to a 
f9/itive inſtitution, and is quite foreign to your purpoſe. 
— have often been diſguſted at ſuch trained applica- 
tions of ſcripture. The partizans of a ſyſtem wreſt 
the ſacred book. They deal with divine truth, as the 
tyrant iProcruſtes ſerved thoſe unhappy creatures, who 
tell into his mercileſs hands. Is a text too ſhort, to 
ſuit their deſign? Our Procruſtean expoſitors can 
ſtretch it on the rack, and lengthen its ſenſe. Is it 
too full, to conſiſt with their ſcheme ? They can lop 
off a limb, ſecrete a ſentence, or contract the meaning. 
Is this to reverence the great GOD? ls this to 
treat reſpectfully his holy word? 4 

Ajp. 1 have been grieved, I aſſure you, and diſguſt- 
ed at this practice, as well as yourſelf. A practice, not 
only very irreverent, but very injudicious alſo; It really 
prejudices the cauſe it would unfairly recommend. 
Such a ſupport is like a breten tooth, vr a Not but of 
joint ||; not only unſerviceable, but hurtful; an ob- 
ſtruction, rather than a furtherance. However, I am 
not confcious of committing any violence on this pal- 
lage, or of forcing it into my fervice. The circum- 
ſtance you object, rather ſtrengthens, that: Ittvalidates 
the concluſion. If it was fo requiſite for bur blefſed 
MEDIATOR to obſerve a pof#ive inſtitutlon, how 
much more n to fulfil thoſe moral precepts; 
whoſe obligation is unalterable and everlaſting? 

Beſides, it ſhould be eonſidered, whether CHRIST -s 
ſufferings were a complete ſatisfaction to the law ? 
Complete they were, with regatd to the peni!ty; not 
with regard to the precept. A diſtinction obvious and 
importazit. From whenee ariſes the following argu- 


ment; Which, for once, you will allow e to propoſe 
lone ſinners could not be juſtified + | 
Therefore by CHRIS T's ſiifferings alone, ſintiers 
e obe⸗ 
dience of our LORD; the efficacy 
ſtand firm, in the fillet ſenſe of the word! We Have 


all that the law demands, both for our ex Emption from 
the curſe, and as a title to the bleflitp, 

| Ther. Does not the ſcripture aſtribe the 9b. of 
our ſalvation to the death of CHRIST? deltverinig 
it, as a never-tb-be-forgotten maxim in Chriſtianity, 
That we haue redemprion throtegh his blood | ; ate bruug ht 
near through the blood of CHRIST + ; tray, that te 
are juſtified (the very point under debate) h b bis 
blood ++. Would themſpired writer have aſſigſied theſe 
various bleſſings to this our cauſe, if it had ber a 


John x. 18. f Match. iii. 19. 


- 


in the /ogical form. 45 ö 
fatisfied, by that | 
By CHRIS T's ſufferings alone, the law was 
of the one; with 


By what alone the law was not 
not 
ſatisfied ; £ 
But when we join the active with the paſfiv 
the SI of the other; how does our juftifieation 


uv 1 Rom. V, 17. 


| Prov. xxv. 19. A feb. i. 7, + Eph. ü, 3. 
5 1 | 


om. v. 9. 


tion to his myſtical body. As CHRIS in fu; 
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price inadequate to the purchaſe, or a means inſuffi- 
cient to accompliſh the end? 1 

Aſp. This part of our LO R D's meritorious humili- 
ation is, by a very uſual figure, put for the whole. The 
death of CHRIST includes, not only his ſufferings, 
but his obedience. The ſhedding of his precious 
blood, was at once the grand inſtance of his ſuffering, 
and the finiſhing act of his obedience. In this view it 
is conſidered, and thus it is interpreted, by his own 
ambaſſador ; who, ſpeaking of his divine MASTER, 
ſays, He was obedient ante death, even the death of the 
croſs &. 

4 the ſame figure, faith is ſometimes ſaid to be a 
lively influential perſuaſion, That CHRIST died for 
our fins +. At other times, it is repreſented as a firm 
practical belief, that GOD hath raiſed him from the 
dead f, Neither of which can, without the utmolt 
contrariety to the analogy of ſcripture, be taken in 
the excluſive ſenſe. Each act muſt be underſtood, not 
ſoparately, but jointly ; cach as implying both, or re- 
ciprocally inferring one another. 

in like manner, when the ſcripture aſcribes our ju- 
ſtitication to the death of CHRIST, we are not to 
think, that it would /et aſide, but imply his obedience, 
It is not becauſe his active obedience has no concern in 
procuring the bleſſing ; but becauſe his bitter paſſion 
was the moſt conſpicuous, and the completing ſtage of 
his ever-glorious undertaking, Then, and not till 
then, he could truly ſay, FATHER, I have finiſhed 
the work thou gaveſt me to ds ||. 

Ther, According to your account then, it ſhould be 
poſſible for a man to have all his {ins done away, yet 
not attain to complete juitification. Which is as con- 
trary to ſound ſenſe, and true divinity, as to imagine, 
that crookedneſs may be removed, and the object not 
become ſtraight. _ 

Aſp, No, Theron. According to my account, it is 
impoſſible, that the active and paſſive obedience of our 
REDEEMER ſhould be disjoined. To whomſo- 
ever the one is imputed, from him the other is not 
with-held. They were undivided in GHRIST the il- 
luſtrious head, and they are undivided in their applica- 

Ering 
obeyed, and in obeying ſuffered ; ſo whoever receives 
CHRIST as an atonement, receives him alſo as a 
righteouſneſs. | 

This has been obſerved before; and if this be real 
fact, what an 7ne/timably-precious gift is the gift of 
CHRIST! Never was the moſt ſovereign remedy 
ſo admirably ſuited to any malady, as this is adapted 
to all our wants. In HIM may we be found, living 
and dying! How ſafe, how happy then Let me 
not weary your patience, if I repeat a paſſage from 
our excellent Dr Lig bifeot : Which, though artleſs and 
remarkably ſimple, 
and, I hope, will leave ſome valuable impreſſion on 
my friend's, “ Juſtification,” ſays that judicious di- 
vine, © is a man's being intereſted in all CHRIS T's 
« righteouſneſs. And if any thing is to be longed 
« for, ſure that is, to be intereſted in a4 CHRIST's 
* righteouſneſs,” 


Ther. You don't weary my patience ; neither do you 


ſatisfy my doubts. For you take no notice of the ab- 


ſurdity objected, and the compariſon that enforces it. 
Aſp. Your compariſon, my dear friend, is not found - 


ed on a parallel caſe, Neither ſenſe, nor philoſophy 
find a medium between the removal of crookedneſs, 


and the ſucceſſion of ſtraightneſs. But reaſon diſcerns 


an apparent, and revelation maintains an important dif- 


ference, between the pardon of guilt, and a title to 


life, This has already been proved from ſcripture ; 
and is, to me at leaſt, evident from the very nature 


of things, For, if a king, in favour of ſome con- 


„ Phil. il. 8. 


5 | 11 Cor. xv. 3. I Aom. x. 9. l John XVII, 4. 
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as very much affected my mind ; 
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demned malefactor, revoke the ſentence of death 


this is one very conſiderable a& of clemency, But if 
he pleaſes to make the pardoned criminal, a partaker 
of his kingdom, or an heir of his crown ; this ſurel 
is a new, and a much higher inſtance of royal bount 
If you inſiſt upon a imilitude, the word of GON 
which always ſpeaks with conſummate propriety, wil 
furniſh us with one. Zechariah illuſtrates the doctrine 
of juſtification. He repreſents the ſinner by a perſon 
arrayed in filthy garments. His pardon is deſcribeq by 
taking away this ſordid apparel. By which benefit, he 
ceaſes to be defiled ; yet is he not hereby clothed ; et 
is he not hereby juſtified. This is an additional hſef. 
ling; ſignified by putting on change of raiment &, and 
wearing beautiful robes. Here the circumſtances tally. 
The two conſtituent parts of juſtificatiang are leverally 
diſplayed, and ſtrongly marked. Herg we have th; 
removal of filth, and the robe of righteoutneſs ; that 
which frees us from being abhorred, and that which 
renders us accepted: which, though diſtipguiſhable in 
themſelves, and diſtinguiſhed by the ſacred writer 
are always united in the divine donation, 


Ther. This notion is founded on à chimerical coye. 
nant, that CHRIST would take upon him the obe. 
dience due from man, of which there is not the leaſt 
intimation in holy ſcripture. 

Aſp. That CHRIST undertook every thing necef. 
ſary to redeem 4% ſinners from guilt and condemns. 
tion, every thing neceſſary to procure for ed re. 
bels a freſh title to life and glory; this cannot be rec. 
koned chimerical. This muit be as real, as that loſt 
ſinners are redeemed, or attainted rebels reſtored, E. 
very proot of the one, proves and eſtabliſhes the other, 
This is what we call a covenant ; and, from its benign 
nature, ThE CovENANT OF GFRACE. 

Witnout undertaking this, I ſee not how our LORD 
could fuſtain the character of a SURETY; nor, 
without fulfilling it, how he could execute the office 
of a REDEEMER.—And I believe, you yourſelf 
will be at a loſs to ſhew, with what kind of juſtice the 
eternal FATHER could lay 4 our iniquities on the 
innocent FESU 5, unleſs he had conſented to be an- 
ſwerable for our guilt, | 

Ther. This is np anſwer to my objection. I ſaid,— 
and it has been aſſerted by a very eminent and able 
pen,—that there 1s no intimation of any ſuch cove- 
nant in the whole ſcriptures. | | 

Aſp. What then can be the meaning of thoſe re: 
markable words in the prophecy of Zechariah * The 
counſel of peace ſhall be between them both f. Here, I 


. + If. liii. 6. 

Zech. vi. 12. 13. Theſe two verſes contain a brief, but 
very fine deſcription of the RED EE MER; of his perſon, 
his office, and his glory; together with the all · gracious cauſe, 
and ever - bleſſed fruit of our redemption. 

His perſon: He is the man; or, as the Hebrew imports, the 
real, but at the ſame time, the illuſtrious man. heſe name is 
the BRANCH; being the new origin of a new race; the fa- 
ther of a ſpiritual ſeed, who are children, not of the fleſh, 
but of the promiſe —A branch that ſhall ſpring, not from 4 
common root, not from any human planting, but YA from 
under him/eif; being born of a pure virgin, and by the power 
of own SPIRIT, he ſhall he both ſtock and ſtem to him- 
elf. | 

His office : It is to build the temple, the church of the elect; 
which is the houſe of the living GOD; in which he dwells, 
and by whom he is worſhipped ; laying the foundation of this 
ſpiritual edifice in his croſs, and cementing it with his blood.— 
Which he ſhall rule as a king, after having redeemed it as 4 
prieſt; uniting the ſacerdotal cenſer with the regal diadem, and 
being a prieſt upon his throne. Hence proceeds his glory : for 
he fands not, like other prieſts, offering daily the ſame obla- 


tions; but having, by one ſacrifice, obtained eternal redemp- 


tion for us, is ſet down at the right hand of the MAJESTY 
on high. n | 

What is the cau/e of theſe great events? What, but that 
moſt ſacred and auguſt convention, the council of peace ? which 
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think, the covenant is mentioned, and the parties are 
ſpecified, —The counſel of peace, if I miſtake not, ligni- 
les the myſterious and unſearchable contrivance, form- 
el for the recovery of ruined man: formed and car- 
lied into execution by the LORD almighty, or 
GOD the FAT HER; and that illuſtrious perſon, 
who is to build the temple, and bear the glory. A cha- 
racter, which none can claim; a taſk, to which none 
is equal; but the bleſſed JESUS only. 

In p/alm the xlth, the conditions of the covenant are 
circumſtantially recorded: which were the incarnation 
and obedience of the eternal SON: A body haſt thou 

repared me. Lo! I come to do thy will x-. The accom- 

/i/hment ot theſe conditions, is alleged and pleaded by 
our great MEDIATOR, in the introduction to his 
luſt ſolemn prayer f. What he implores, in the pro- 
ceſs of his ſupplications, may be looked upon as the 
recompenſe | decreed him by the FATHER, and ſti- 

ulated in this magnificent treaty. Umplores, did I 
ay? 'Tis very obſervable, that our LORD makes a 
demand, rather than a requeſt. The expreſſion is not 
ww, but 4s ||: A word of authority, not of ſupplica- 
tion. He claims what, by the FAT HE R's engage- 
ment, and by his own obedience, was become his un- 
queſtionable right. 

Here are the parties of the covenant ; the condi- 
tions of the covenant; the performance of the covenant; 
and the reward, which, by virtue of ſuch perform- 
ance, is merited, is claimable, is due. All this, I 
ſhould imagine, amounts to an mtimation, and ſome- 
what more than an intimation of the covenant. 

Ther. This you call the covenant of grace : but if 
we are juſtified by CHRIST's fulfilling of the law, 
we are juſtified by works. So that, before you can 
trike out ſuch a way of ſalvation, you mult cantradict 

ourſelf: and, what is more adventurous, you muſt 
aboliſh that fundamental principle of the goſpel ; By 
the works of the law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified. 

Aſp. We are, I grant it, juſtified by works. But 
whoſe? The works of CHRIST, not our own,— 
This is very far from contradicting ourſelves ; epally 
far is it from aboliihing what you call the gerin- 
ciple. Which, though an undeniable truth, is not an 
evangelical doctrine: becauſe it only thews us our 
miſerable ſtate, and the utter impoſlibility of rcheving 
ourſelves. Whereas nothing is genuine goſpel, but 
what ſpeaks comfort, and adminiſters recovery. 

Between the covenant of works, and the covenant 
of grace, this, I apprehend, is the difference : By the 
former, man was indiſpenſably bound to obey, in his 
own perſon. By the latter, the obedience of i. Surety 
is accepted, inſtead of his own. The righteouſneſs re- 
quired by both, is not ſincere, but complete ; not pro- 
portioned to the abilities of fallen man, but to the pu- 
rity of the law, and the majeſty of the LAWGIVER. 
—By this means, the glory of GOD as an awful 
Sovereign, and the glory of his law as an inviolable 
ſyſtem, are entirely preſerved and illuſtriouſly diſplay- 
ed. The ſalvation of ſinners, neither claſhes with the 
truth, nor interferes with the juſtice of the Supreme 
LEGISLAT OR. On the contrary, it becomes a 
faithful and juſt þ procedure of the moſt high GOD, 
to juſtify him that believeth on F ESUS. _ 


was ſettled between them both; between the LORD JEHO- 
V AH on one hand, and the man whoſe name is the BRANCH 
on the other, Called a council, from the entire conſent, which 
actuated each party; and the tranſcendent wiſdom, diſplayed 
in the whole ſcheme.—The council of peace, becauſe of its 
ſovereign efficacy, to make peace with an offended G0 D, 
peace in the accuſing conſcience, peace among people of jar- 
ring tempers and diſcordant principles. 
Heb. x. 5. 7. '+ John xvii. 
This recompenſe is ſpecified and promiſed, in another au- 
th-ntic copy of the ſame grand treaty, recorded, / xlix. 1—6. 

| Not I beg, but I will, John xvii. 24. Sic vo!o, fic j ubeo. 

I John i. 9. | 

No IX. 88 | 


Jaceret ed ab EO, qui vita non exceder 
xert, Conſummatum eſt. 
Matth. v. 17. | 
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Ther. When you make this difference between the 
two covenants, where is your authority from ſcrip- 
ture? Which of the ſacred writers have taught us, 
that, though one demanded perſonal, the other is con- 
tent with vicarious obedience ? L220 

Aſp. Which !—The fir/t three. The moſt eminent 
hiſtorian ; the moſt enraptured poet; and the moſt 
zealous preacher. I need not inform you, that I mean 
Moſes, David, and Paul. | | 
Ihe teſtimony of David has been already recited.— 
Moſes gives us a conciſe, but very inſtructive account 
of the ſecond covenant. With whom, according to 
his repreſentation, was it made? Not with Adam, or 
any of his poſterity ; but with the LORD FESUS 
CHRIST, in the room and ſtead of both. None of 
the articles are propoſed to a poor, impotent, ruined 
creature; but the whole is conligned over to the inter- 
poling SAVIOUR, ſignificantly deſcribed by the ſeed 
of the woman, It is not ſaid, * Thy beſt endeavours, 
O Adam, thy true repentance and ſincere obedience, 
* ſhall retrieve this fatal miſcarriage ; but, The ſeed of 
% the woman ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's head * : the SON 
of the MOS T HIGH, by taking thy nature, ſub- 
mitting to thy obligations, and ſuffering death for 
thy ſias, ſhall fully repair thy loſs.” 

CHRIST, we ſce, undertook to execute the con- 
ditions. CHRIST was our repreſentative in this great 
tranſaction. For which reaſon he is ſtyled by St Paul, 
the ſecond Man f, and the Surety of à better covenant f. 
Our help being laid upon ON E that is ſo mighty; 
upon ONE that is fo faithful; the covenant is ſaid to 
be in all things well ordered and ſure ||: admirably well 
ordered indeed, for the comfort of the Chriſtian, and 
the ſecurity of his falvation,—< *Tis true,” may he 
argue, I cannot fulfil the conditions; and /tis equally 
+ true, that this is not required at my hands. The 
* LORD FESUSCHRIST, of his adorably-rich 
goodneſs, has performed all that was conditionary | ; 
and has eſtabliſhed, for me and for his people, a va- 
lid title to the promiſes, the privileges, and 

Ther. © has thereby releaſed me from all obligation 
« to duty.” Farewell then to our own obedience. 
No more occaſion for any holineſs of life. Nay, the 
{luice is opened for an inundation of ungodlineſs.— 
Fine divinity truly! Should I not rather ſay, down- 
right Antinamuantſm l | 2 5 2A or 

Ap. No, my friend: CHRIST came not to deſtroy 
the law, but to fulfil —. He has fulfilled it, to the very 
uttermoſt, in his own on. He has alſo merited 
for us thoſe ſupplies of the SPIRIT, which alone can 
enable weak. corrupt creatures to yield faithful and ac- 
ceptable obedience.—Though our LORD Ken SU.S 
died, and was obedient for the ungodly ; though he 
finds us ungodly, when he juſtifies us; yet he never 
leaves his people in this abominable ſtate. On the con- 
11 5 he teaches them to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly 

% ++, 174 [ * 

Pray, let us conſider the tenor of this covenant; 
ſince you are ſo very apprehenſive: of its, conſequences. 
*, oil put my laws into their minds, and on their 
« hearts will I write them =, They ſhall diſcern ſuch 
* a beauty and glory in my precepts, as will engage 

Sen, iii, 15. | 
| t Heb. vii. 22. 2 Sam. Xxili. 8. 
V itſus, inſtead of repreſenting the covenant of grace as a 
chimerical thing, moſt affectionately and charmingly 45 plays its 
excellency : Si guic quam ergo attentiſſima cogſideratione dignum 
cenſeri debeat, ſane id fœ gratie . Hic via oftenditur ad 
meliorem ter reſtri paradiſum, et ad certiorem ſtabilioremgue feli- 
itatem, ea qua Adamiut excidit., Hic nog. ſpes perditis morta- 
ibus allucet, gue co gratior,ofſe debet, quo ineꝶſpeflatior obvenit. 
Aic ce one eruntur, guibus æterna Jalus annexa eft con- 
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ditiones non à nobis. rurſus præſtandæ, qued animum deſpondere 

ederet, one vere di- 
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AN 
their deſires, and win their affettions: ſo that it ſhall 
be no longer their burden, but their delight, even 
their meat and drink, to do the will of their F A- 
© THER in heaven.” —This, this is one of the privi- 
leges purchaſed by our great MEDIATOR. And 
it teems wondrous ſtrange, that the purchaſe of an 
eſtate for you or me, ſhould be reckoned the ſure 
means to depriverus of the poſſeſſion, or debar us from 
the enjoyment. 
How often is this weat ſurmiſe urged as an argu- 
ment? All whoſe plauſibility is owing to a palpable 
miſtake, or an egregious fallacy ; to a ſuppoſed ſepa- 
ration of things, which are abſolutely inſeparable ; 1 
mean our juſtification and our ſanctification &. You 
are a philoſopher, Theron. Try, if you can ſeparate 
gravity from the tone, or heat from the fire. If theſe 
ies and their eſſential properties are indiſſolubly 
connected; ſo are a genuine faith and a conſcientious 
obedience. To ſuppoſe them diſunited, is as contrary 
to ſound —_— as it would be contrary to true philo- 
ſophy, if you ſhould talk of a burning ſubſtance that 
has no warmth, or of a ſolid ſubſtance that has no 
weight. Never therefore, my dear friend, repeat this 
ſtale objection; never propagate this ungrounded 7 cla- 
mour ; nor adopt a cavil, which is altogether as un- 
philoſophical, as it is anti-evangelical. 
Ther. We digreſs from the point. My principal ob- 
ion is not ſatisfied. I was obſerving, that, accord- 
ing to. your manner of ſtating the affair, ſalvation is no 
longer free, but founded upon works. They are the 
works of the law, though CHRIST performs them. 
To maintain, that we are juſtified by theſe works, is 
to confound the difference between the law and the 


þ, Though we ſhould admit your premiſes, we 
cannot acquieſce in your concluſion. The fame righ- 
teouſneſs, by which we are juſtified, is both legal and 
evangelical. Legal, in reſpect to CHRIST, who was 
made under the law, that he might all its com- 
mands. way, — in reſpect to us, who work not 
ourſelves, but believe in the great FULFILLER 
of all righteouſneſs. This is much of the fame nature, 
with that other momentous diſtinction in divinity, 
Salvation is freely given, yet dearly bought. Freely 
given, with regard to us; dearly bought, with regard 
to CHRIST. So we are juſtihed by works, if you 
look forward to our SURETY ; ve are juſtified 
without works, if you caſt a retroſpective view on our- 


felves. ; 


* See I. wiv. 24. 1 Cor. i, 30. f Cor. vi. 11. where theſe 
ver c be parted, a | | | 
1 This puts mg Jt cond of what Theodorus replied to Phi- 
locles ; who was often inſinuating, that he preached licentious 

acrine ; becauſe he enlarged, with peculiar aſſiduity, upon 
ith in FESUS CHRIST, and frequently choſe ſuck texts 
as, Believe in the LORD FESUS, and thau ſbalt be ſaved. 
F preach filvation by FESUS CHRIST, and give me 
« leave te aſu, whether you know what ſalvation by CHRIST 
% kam »-Philecles pauſod. He began to bluſh; would 
have cluded the — and declined r No,“ Gig 
odoyus : ©, you mu rmit me to inſiſt upon a reply. Be- 
ee if it N right —5 it will juſtify me —— my ID : 
« if it be a wrong one, it will prove, that you blame you 
« know not whit'; ahd have more reaſoũ to inform yourſelf, 
% than th cenſurè others,” e 
This diſconcerted him ſtill more. ' Upon which Theedorus 
tocetded. © Salvation by CHRIST means, not only a 
deliverance from the guilt, but alſo from the powir of fir. 
4 -/ gave une For us, that he might redtem us from all in- 
4. 175 ; redeem ts from our dan könterſat ion, as well as de- 
a" ver us from the. n "Philocles, and 
ne Kauft of litenüouſneſs. And yon will be juſt ay ration- 
4 4% Juft as canah, juſt as true, ae if you ſhould affirm, that 
« the firemen, by ayng the engine, and pouring in water, 
to the ground, and laid your furniture in 


d.+ 


ing theſe doctrines, I promote 
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Theron was ſilent. Aſpafio, after a ſhort interval, re. 
newed the diſcourſe. —1 know not, whether my frieng 
is yielding to my arguments, or ſearching after objec. 
tions ; de phys upon a capitulation, or muſetin 
his forces for a freth ſally, However, let me take thj; 
opportunity of dropping a hint, and ſuggeſting 1 
caution. | | | | 

The grand reaſon, which inclines ſome people tq 
reject this comfortable doctrine, hes concealed, if not 
in an abſolute difbehef of our LO R D's eternal glory 
and GODHEAD, yet in anſettled apprehenſions gt 
it, or an habitual intention tort —If our SAVIOW1; 
was not really GOD, as ſome writers, unhappily 
miſtaken themſelves, endeavour to perſuade the world 
it would be a reaſonable practice, and entirely conſiſt. 
ent with their ſcheme, to diſavow the imputation ot 
his righteouſneſs. Becauſe, upon ſuch a ſuppolition, 
his obedience was no more than bounden duty; in 
which there could not be the leaft pretence to merit, 
and which could be profitable ta none but himſclf.— 
Whereas, if we verily believe him te be the incarnate 
GO D, hs ſubmiſſion to the law becomes an act of v. 
luntary humiliation. Which  cwenmitance, toguthey 
with the tran/eerdernt dignity of his perſon, render his 


obedience, not meritorious only, but inexpreſfibly ang | 


infinitely meritorious. 

As the blood of CHRIST is caled GO D?'s ow 
blood * ; 19 the obedience of CHRIST was perform- 
ed in the perſon of that adorable MEDTATOR, 
wha is G O D over all f. He acted through the whole 
courſe of his life, and fuffered death at the la, not 
merely as man, but as GOD-Man; as JEHOYVAl- 
JESUS; EMMANUEL.—-Let me entreat you ta 
remember, nay, let me entreat you never to ſorget 
this all important article of our faith. And may the 
SPIRIT of wiſdom give us an underſtanding, to know 
the + hilt the extenſive influence df fo glorious a 
truth | 

Ther. Far be it from me, to derogate from the dig- 
nity of our SAVIOUR's perſon, or to depretiate 
the merits of his mediatorial office. Place them as 
high as words can reach; exalt them as far as thought 
can ſoar ; I ſtedfaſtly believe, you will ſtill fall ſhort, 
unmeaſurably ſhort, of their real worth. —But ths 
conſideration ſeems to increaſe the abſurdity of your 
notion. For, f CHRIS T's ri hteouſneſs, his very 
righteouſneſs be imputed ; then the true believers are 
altogether as righteous, as CHRIST himſelf, Where. 
as, if you maintain, that his righteouſneſs is imputed 
only as to its effects, you will keep clear of this rock. 

Aſp. This, I apprehend, will be like keeping clcar 
of Scylla, only to fall foul upon Charybdis.— What are 
the effects of the ME DIA TO R's righteouinels ! 
Pardon of fin, juſtification of our perfons, and the 
fanctification of our nature, Shall we fay, theſe ct- 
fects, theſe benefits are imputed ?. To tall of their 
imputation, I think, is an affront to ſound ſenſe; 25, 
I am ſure, to be put , with their imputation, would 
be a fatal diſappointment of our hopes. — All theſe be- 
nefits are, not imputed, but imparted; they are not 
reckoned to us, but are really enjoyed by us; out 
they are, not barely in the divine eſtimation, but by 
proper and perfonal poſſeffio n. 

Vet it 11 8 by no means follow, that believers are 
altogether as rightequs as CHRIST himſelf, un- 
leſs you can prove, that to be the 7eceiogy is, in all re- 
ſpects the ſame, as to be the author and friſher 4.— 
The righteouſneſs of CHRIST ariles wholly from 
himfelf, | the ſource. of ours ſubſiſts in another, 
CHRIS T's righteouſneſs is originally and abſolutely 
his own ; whereas it is made ours in d way of favour 
and gracious imputation. Circuniſtaneesthele, which 
create a material differetice, , which yield" room for 2 


a 


vaſt pre- eminence. re | 
» Adds xx. 28, f Rom. bs. 3. f Heb. xii. 2. 


* 


1 
er. But if CHRIS T's perfect obedience be ac. 


4 ours, methinks, we ſhould have no mare need 
N. pere mercy, than CHRIST himſelf, 

Aſp. Ves; becauſe, before this imputation, we were 
ſank in guilt, and dead in ſins; becaule, after it, we 
are defective in our duty, and in many things offend. 

Ther. Does not this doctrine render the interceſſion 
of our SAVIOUR ſuperfluous * What occaſion have 
they for an advocate with the FAT HER, whoſe 
righteouſneſs has neither blemiſh nor imperfection ? 

4ſp. They ſtand in need of an advocate; firit, that 
they may be brought home to the EP AIR R 
1h-ir breaches &, and made partakers of his righteouſ- 
nels by a living faith, Next, that their faith may be 

-:{erved, notwithſtanding all oppoſition, | 
{moveable ; or rather, may be carried on, victorious 
nd triumphant, even to the end. 

Ther. You ſay, CHRIST performed all that was 
« conditionary;“ then he repented for us, and believed 
for us. This muſt be admitted in purſuance of your 

mciples. But this is fo wild a notion, ſo contrary 
to reaſon and ſcripture, that to mention it, is to re- 

te it. 

* CHRIST performed whatever was required 

the covenant of works, both before it was violated, 
and after it had been tranſgreſſed. But neither repent . 
ance nor faith were comprehended in this inſtitution. 
It knew nothing of the one, and it would not admit 
of the other. At was nat therefore neceſſary, neither 
indeed was it paſſible, for our ſpotlefs and divine 
LORD, to repent of ſin, or believe in a SAVIOUR. 
But he did unſpeakably more, He put away fin by the 
ſacrifice of himfelf 4 He is himſelf the SAVIOUR 
of all the ends of the earth; and he has power to be- 
ſtow that bleſſed SPIRIT, which worketh faith and 
produceth repentance. 

Ther. However, from what yon have. advanced, 
this will unavoidably follow, — That a man is to be 
juſtified, under the character of a notorious tranſgreſ- 
ſor of the law; and juſtified under the character of a 
ſinleſs obſerver of the law. And what is this, but a 
glaring inconſiſtency? | 

A/p. Not at all inconſiſtent, but abſolutely needful, 

if we confider thoſe diſtint branches of the divine 
law, the e e and the penal. Both which, in caſe 
of guilt already contracted, muſt neceſſarily be ſatisſied. 
——Not at all inconſiſtent, but perfectly harmonious, if 
we take in the two conſtituent parts of 7h, the 
acquittance from guilt, and a title ta life. The former 
ſuppoſes us to be tranſgreſſors of the law; and ſuch 
the higheſt faints in the world are. The latter requires 
us to be obſervers of the law; and ſuch muſt the in- 
heritors of heaven be. Much leſs is this inconſiſtent, 
if we conſider behevers in their 22 and relative 
capacity; as they are in themſelves, and as they are 
in their S UR E TY. Notorious tranſgreſſors in them- 
ſelves, they have a ſinleſs obedience in CHRIST. 
The conſciouſneſs of that, will be an everlaſting mo- 
tive to humility; the belief of this, an inexhauſtible 
fource of joy. WF 
All this is no more inconfiſtent, than the union of 
a gloomy contexture, and a lightfome ſplendor, in 
thoſe detached clouds, which float. amidſt the firma- 
ment, In themſelves, they are a louring and dark col- 
lection of vapours; by the impreſſion of the ſun- beams, 
they are fair and bright as the poliſhed ſilver. 


Ter. After all, the imputation taught in ſeripture, 
15 not the imputation of CHRIST 's righteouſneſs, but 
of our own faith. Agrecably to the apoſtle's — 
declaration, Abrabam e G 0 D, and it was tmpu- 
ted to hin far ri hteouſnefs ]. rote ba te es 


| 4þ. This obje&tion admits the thing in diſpute, | 


p IC. lviii. 12. 7 Heb. ix. 26. 4 Rom, iy. 3. 
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ſtedfaſt and io? The 


(NK. 51 - 293 
though it cantroverts the way. and manner of ohtain- 
ing it; admits the neceſſity of ſome ative, ive 
righteouſneſs, in order to our juſtiication. In this 


particular, I am glad to agree with my Theren: and in 
this particular, I believe, the generality of ſerious people 
agree with us both. Whenever their conſciences 
awakened, and ſeek to eſtabliſh the hope of eternal 
life, they conſtantly turn their eyes to /ome righteouſ- 
neſs; which, they apprehend, may, either in whole or 
in part, — demands of the law. Some look 
to their own fincere obedience. Others call in to their 
ſuccour works af ſupereregation. My friend would aſ- 
ſign this office to his farth. it 000 1 
Ther. Is this a proper anſwer to my objection, Aſpas 
xt is point · blank againſt your tenet. Vou 
do wiſely therefore not to canfront, but to elude the 
evidence. 0163 | = I I | 
Aſp. I did not intend it for an anſwer; only as an 
accaſuonal obſervation, which nevertheleſs has a pretty 
clote connection with, the ſubject. —Neither would L 
uſe ſo mean a ſubterfuge, as to elude an argument, 
which I could not confute. If my friend had allowed 
me oa to explain myſelf, this ſhould have been 
reply. 10 | | 
Chat x man is not juſtified by works, is a poſition 
moſt clearly demonſtrated, and à doctrine moſt zeal 
ouſly inculcated, by St Paul. That faith is a work *, 
exerted by the human mind, is equally certain, Un- 
leſs therefore we would render the apoſtle inconſiſtent 
with himſelf, we muſt underſtand the paſſage in a qua- 
lified ſenſe. Why ſhould we not ſuffer him to be his 
own interpreter ? Why ſhould we not take the narra- 
tive of his experience, for a comment on his doctrine? 
He declares, that the ground of his own comfort, the 
cauſe of his own juſtification, was, not the grace af 


faith, but the righteouſneſs which is of GOD by faith +, 


Not the act of believing, but that grand and glorious 
object of a ſinner's belief, the LORD aur righteouſneſs. 
Beſides, what was that faith of Abraham, to which 
the apoſtle refers; and which he propuſes, as the in- 
variable model of our juſtification ?—It was faith in 
the promiſed ſeed; m FESUS CHRIST the righ- 
teous . It was a firm perſuaſion, that this illuſtrious 
PERSON ſhould ſpring from his lains; and be the 
author of forgiveneſs, acceptance, and falvation to 
himſelf, and to a multitude of | believers, numberleſs 
as the ſtars of heaven, Let us tread in theſe ſteps of 
the holy patriarch, and we ſhall aſcribe /ittle, — 
nothing to our faith, but all to the inſimitely- excellent 
obedience of our REDEEMER. p | 
Ther. Sure, Aſpaſio, you will not preſume to correct 
inſpiration! The inſpired writer makes no mention 
of a REDEEME R's obedience. He ſays expreſsly 
and — * 4 ＋ s faith, and not 

| in WAS - COU unto him far righteouſneſs, 

my True, Theron ; as thoſe windows — rt 

are counted, the lights of your houſe. Why? Becauſo 
they illuminate?! No; but becauſe they afford a paſ- 
ſage to the illuminating rays. Through them, the 
firſt and beſt of elements is diffuſed into all your ha- 
hitation.—80 we are ſaved by'grace through faith ; by 
grace imputing, through faith accepting, the righ- 
teouſneſs of FESUSCHRIST. Grace is the mag- 
nificent ſource of this nobler light; faith is the means 
of tranfmitting it into all the faculties of the fort.” - 
When our LO R declares to the diſeaſed woman, 
Thy faith bath made thee whole ||; how are we to un- 
deritand his words? that the patient's belief, aud not 
* So it is called by HEM, who know what was in man, 
and what 5 things: This is This — 
of GOD, that ye believe en lin ubm he bath fent, John vi. 29, 
eee 
Compare Cen. xv. 5. 6. with Cal. fi. 16. 
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the' agency of CHRIST, wrought the cure? To 
ſuppole this, would be extremely derogatory to the 
wer of our great PHYSICIAN. And if we 
aſcribe juſtification to the act of believing, this will 
be equally derogatory to the obedience of our great 
MEDIATOR. ln the former caſe, CHRIST and 
his omnipotent operation were all in all. In the 
latter caſe, CHRIST and his infinite merit are all in 
ill. In 6»th caſes, taith is only the eye to diſcern, or 
the hand to receive, the ſovereign ” 
1 would farther obſerve, that faith is very particu- 
larly diſtinguiſhed from the „ u which juſtifies. 
We read of the rightcouſneſs which is by faith, which 
is of faith *. This form of expreſſion puts an appa- 
rent difference between the evangelical faith} and the 
evangelical rightcouſneſs. Since whatever is by ano- 
ther, and of another, cannot, without the greateſt vi- 
olence to reaſon and language, be reckoned that other. 
— If faith was the cauſe of our acceptance with G O I), 
then we ſhould be juſtified by a righteouſneſs which 
is confeſſedly imperfef. For who has ever attained to 
the higheſt degree of this virtue? Or whoſe faith is 
not mixed with an alloy of unbelief —If faith itſelf 
was the matter of our juſtification, I ſee not how 
boaſting could be exc/uded ; how the law could be 
magnified ; or what reaſon the apoſtle could have to 
account all things, but the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 
meaner than droſs f. 
Say not, that we preſume to correct inſpiration. We 
only interpret the inſpired word in an harmonious con- 
fiſtency with itſelf. This ſenſe is agreeable to the pre- 
vailing doctrine, and to the current language of ſcrip- 
ture. To the prevailing doctrine; which is a believing 


in HIM ho juſtifieth the ungodly. Sift and examine 


this expreſſion ; him who juſtifieth, | You will find, 
that the work is CHRIS T's; CHRIS T's and no 


other's. The HOLY GH OST aſſigns not the leaſt 


ſhare, not ſo much as a co-efficiency, to any other 
cauſe. Faith therefore, if it preſumes to arrogate 
this exalted prerogative, or if it pretends to the leaſt 
part in this important buſineſs, is a ſacrilegious uſur- 
per. To the current language ; as when G OD is call- 


ed our fear , our hope ||, our joy 4. In theſe places, 


the act is undoubtedly: put for the object. So, in the 

aſſage before us, the a& muſt denote the object of 
Füth It is to be underſtood, not abſolutely, but as 
ſome divines ſpeak, objectively, inſtrumentally, rela- 
tively. | ts » | 

T 2 In the name of wonder, what can you mean 
by this heap of harſh and obſcure expreſſions! Let me 
entreat you, Apaſi, to ſpeak in your own ſtyle, not 
in the dialect of Aquinas. I have an irreconcileable 
averſion to theſe ſcholaſtic terms. They are the bar- 
bariſms of divinity. I know but one uſe they are fit- 
ted to ſerve; that is, to perplex and puzzle a cauſe 
you cannot "maintain. Somewhat like the liquor, 
which a certain fiſh; when cloſely purſued, is ſaid to 
emit, by which the water is darkened, and the foe 
4%. This, Theron, is the meaning of our uncouth 
phraſes : It is not faith itſelf, which juſtifies ; but that 


„Nom. ix. 30. Phil. iii. 9. The apoſtles, I believe, never 
make uſe of this phraſe; [48 vrep, 21 we, Or da 1 rien. but 
n riet Or d eg v Not er, or on account & our faith, 
but by or through faith; making this grace, not the procuring 
cauſe, but only the inſtrument of application. Such language 
as the Corner oma contrary to the ſound words of our LORD 


 FESUS CHRIST. Yet if Theron's ſenſe' of the text were 


admitted, the doctrine contained in this unſcriptural and offen- 
ſive ſtyle, were the unavoidable conſequ ena. 
1 Pbil. li. 8. The original is a word of the. moſt 
contemptible meaning; it ſignifies the worthleſt ſcraps, and 
fordid offals, that are caſt to the dogs. The reader may ſee 
this paſſage more fully explained N V. Far! 

Gen. XXxXi. 42. 53. ſal. IXxi. 5. Jer. xiv. 8. 

ee e ee 
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righteouſneſs, which faith continually views . wh) 
faith delightfully apprehends; and — {mk 
terminates. Q 4. 12754334 nally 
To be plainer {till ;—we are juſtified by faith; 
the ſame manner as we are fed by the boned, _ In 
are {aid to drink of a cup. Neither the hand nor t}. 
cup are the cauſe of our ſuſtenance, but the i a 
ments, one of conveying it, the other of receiving * 
If an apoſtle affirms, We are juſtified by faith ; faith 


itſelf declares, In the LORD I have righteoy 
Put theſe paſlages together, and you will h neſs, 
true ſenſe r 2 ave the 


our doctrine, and the true doctrine of th 
golpel. 8 c 

When Themiſtecles fled from the malice of his coun 
trymen, what recommended him to the protection of 
King Admetus *—Not his name; that was obnoxious 
—Not his actions; they had been hoſtile —But the 
perſon of the young prince; whom the diſtreſſed refu 
caught up in his arms; and, charged with theſe cre. 
dentials, pre ſented himſelf to the royal parent f.—80 
faith recotumends to G O D, and juſtifies the foul, not 
for itſelt, or its own worth; but on account of what 
it preſents, and what it pleads. 

Ther. Is not this a fanciful diſtinction, and an ex. 
ceſſive refinement? Has it any foundation in ſcri 
ture? 2 

Ajp. It is implied in almoſt all the repreſentati 
of C H RIS, and all the deſcriptions of Kath, which 
occur in the ſacred writings. 

CHRIST is likened toc/oathing ; and believers are 
ſaid to have put on CHRIST I. Now, it cannot be 
the act of putting on, that covers our bodies, or 
keepsthem warm; butthe commodious garment which 
is wore.—He is compared to bread: I am the bread of 
life ||. Shall we fay, it is the act of eating, which 

rengthens the conſtitution, and recruits our ſpirits ? 
No 1urely ; but the food eaten and digeſted. —CHRIST 
was typified by the cities of refuge + ; and ſinners, by 
the obnoxious manſlayer ; who, if he fled to one of 
thoſe privileged abodes, and there remained, was ſafe. 
No proſecution againſt him could be valid. He had 
nothing to fear from the avenger'of blood. In this 
caſe, was it the bare act of flying that ſcreened the 
7 By — ws This conveyed him to a place 
of ſecurity. But the place it/elf was his ſ. 
aſylum, his — 17 0 1 * 
Faith is ſtyled, a receiving CHRIST. As many 
as received him, to them gave he power, or granted the 


privilege, fo become the ſons of GO D. The oflice of 


* Though I am entirely of Theron's mind, and can by no 
means admire our ſcholaſtic divines, or their logical terms; yet 
a remark from Pargus, couched in this ſtyle, is ſo pertinent 
to the purpoſe, and fo full an explication of the point, that it 


would be an injury to the cauſe, not to make it a part of my 


notes. And ſome readers, I apprehend, not much acquaint- 
ed with this old-faſhioned diale&t, may be well enough pleaſed 
to view a ſpecimen ; may like it, as they do the ruyft of a medal, 
merely for its uncouthneſs and antiquity. _ 
Faith juſtifies,” ſays my author, „ not |effefively, as 
working an habitual righteouſneſs in us; not materially, as 
1 though it were itſelf the conſtituent cauſe of our juſtification; 
but it juſtifieth oHñectively, as it apprehendeth CHRIST; 
* and infrumentally, as it applieth his righteouſneſs.“ 

F This, ſays Plutarch, was a cuſtom peculiar to that country; 
was reckoned the moſt ſolemn method of ſupplicating favour ; 
and ſeldom met with a repulſe.—To which I may add, it is a 
cuſtom that Chriftians ſhould imitate,” in all their addreſſes to 
the GOD and FATHER of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
When thus uſed, thus improved, it wilt never fail of ſucceſs. 

1 Gal. iii. 27. ] John vi. 35. 4 Numb. xxxv. 13. 

N John i. 12. See alſo Rom. v.19, ; where a eritic of ac - 
curate judgment, and delicate taſte, (though little known in 
England), makes this remark on the word >««6«r/lec, Non ju- 

fiificat, actus ſumendi, quatenus eft aftus ; ſed illud quod fumitur 
aut apprehendiftur, BENGEL1VUs in loc, —His annotations on 
the New Teſtament are compriſed in a ſmall quarts volume. 


They preſent the reader with many refined: obſervations on 
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ccording to this definition, not to contribute 
its quota, much leſs to depoſit the whole ſum, but to 
take and uſe the ineſtimable gift, —Faith is called, a 
loking unto FESUS*; in alluſion, I ſuppoſe, to the 
#mous expedient provided for the wounded ljraelites +. 
Our crucified LORD was preſigured by the brazen 
ſerpent; our guilt by the ſtings ot the fiery ſerpents; 
and our faith by looking to the miraculous remedy. 
Did the healing power, I would aſk, reſide in the 
mere act of viewing? No: but in the emblem of a 
dying SAVIOUR, elevated on the pole, and or- 
gained for the recovery of the people. Here all the 
efficacy was lodged. From hence it was all derived. The 
ation of the eye, like the oflice of faith, was only to 
fetch home, and apply the ſanative virtue. 

Once more; Faith is repreſented, as /aying hold 
on GOD, our SAVIOUR {j; /eanimg upon our 
BELOVED ||; cleaving to the LORD 4.— Pleaſe 
to take notice of yonder vine. Its ſhoots are weak, 
and its branches flimſy. Being abſolutely unable 
to ſupport themſelves, they are furniſhed with a very 
remarkable ſet of claſpers : which, like ſo many fingeræ, 
lay hold on the pegs of the wall, or falten themſelves 
to the poles within their reach. Without ſuch a pro- 
viſion, the boughs mult lie proſtrate on the ground, 
and be expoſed to the inſults of every foot. Where- 
as, by this kind contrivance of nature, 10 creeping a 

lant will climb into the air, and enjoy the breeze; 
ſo feeble a plant will ſtand out the winter, and dety 
the ſtorms.— An inſtructive admonition to ſinners ! 
and no contemptible illuſtration of faith, eſpecially 1n 
its principal and moſt diſtinguiſhing employ : Thus let 
us apprehend the bleſſed 74 SUS; hold us fait by our 
adored REDEEMER; cleave to his ineffable wor- 
thineſs, as thoſe twining tendrils, by repeated cir- 
cumvolutions, adhere to their ſubſtantial ſupporters. 
Then ſhall we riſe, by merits net our own, from the 
moſt abject and miſerable condition, to a ſtate of ever- 
laſting honour and Joy: p 

Ther. Some people, I believe, would hardly forbear 
ſmiling at the peculiarity of your diction ; and might 
be inclined to call your diſcourſe canting, rather than 
reaſening. For my own part, I muſt acknowledge, 
that, as all your peculiar phraſes are derived from the 
ſcripturcs, Fuss them with reverence, rather than 
any diſpoſition to ſneer. Was my friend delivering a 
Latiz oration, it would be a ſuſlicient warrant for any 
of his expreſſions, to prove that they came from the 
Ciceronian mint. And will it not be, at leaſt, an equal- 
ly-ſuſicient authority for gny modes of ſpeech uſed 
in a theological eſſay, to allege that they bear the ſtamp 


faith is, a 


of the Bible? 

Though I make no objection to your language, I 
have yet another ſcruple with regard to your doctrine, 
Do the ancient fathers adopt or inculcate this im- 
puted righteouſneſs? If it was ſo important an arti- 
cle of our faith, ſurely it could not be «unknown in 
thoſe early ages, which were ſo near the apoſtolical 
fountain. It would not have been omitted by thoſe 
zealous preachers, who choſe to endure all the rigours 
of perſecutian, rather than renounce their holy pro- 
feſſion. | 

Aſp. T think, it were ſufficient to anſwer this que- 
ſtion, by aſking another, Do the apoſtles, does the 
IIOLVY SPIRIT of GOD ſpeaking in ſcripture, 
nculcate this doctrine, or diſplay this privilege ? If 
ſo, we need not be very ſolicitous for any farther 
authority. To the law, and to the teſtimony ++, is our 


grand, our final appeal. Amidſt all the darkneſs and 


the elegancies of the ſtyle, and ſublimity of the doctrines, 
They are a pattern of the conciſe manner; and, which is per- 
haps the crowning excellency, they all along indicate a heart 
warm and glowing with the love of its ſubject.  _ 

* Heb. xii. 2. + Numb. xxi. 8, f I. xxvil. 5. 

| Cant: ve, oo As It 23; ++ If. viii. 20. 
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uncertainty, which evidently run through the wri- 
tings of the beſt of men, this 1s our unipeakable hap- 
pinets, that we have a more ſure word of prophecy ; to 
which we do well to take heed *. 

However, to be alittle more particular: It can- 
not be expected, that we ſhould find many paſſages in 
thoſe pious authors, very ſtrong and very explicit, 
upon the point. Becauſe, in their days, it was not 
ſo profeſſedly oppoſed ; and therefore could not be fo 
exactly diſcuſſed, as in later ages. Nevertheleſs, they 
have left enough behind them, to avouch the ſubſtance 
of what we aſſert, That a man is not juſtified by any 
works, duties, or righteouſneſs of his own, but onl 
faith in FESUSCHRIST.—lI cannot ſay, that I 
have charged my memory with their very words; and, 
tor that reaſon, muſt not attempt at preſent to make 
any citation. But, when a proper opportunity offers, 
and their works are before me, I may poſſibly produce 
a few of their teſtimonies. 

In the mean time, I can mention a ſet of writers, 
whoſe atteſtation will, I imagine, carry as much weight 
with my friend, as the united voice of the Greek and 
Latin fathers. 

Ther. Who are they ? 

Ajp. Our venerable refermers. The homilies com- 
poſed by thoſe excellent divines, are as expreſs to my 
purpoſe, as they are unexceptionable in their evidence. 
This is their language: The true underſtanding of 


this doctrine, We be juſtified freely by faith without 


& works, is not, that this our ad to believe, or this our 
faith in CHRIST, doth juſtify us: for that were 
* to count ourſelves to be juſtiſied by ſome act or 
virtue that is within ourſelves, But the true mean- 
ing thereof is, that although we hear GOD's word, 
and believe it; althouga we have hope and faith, 
charity and repentance, and do never ſo man 
* good works: yet we mult renounce the merit of all 
* our virtues and good decds, as things that be far 
* too weak and inſuflicient, to deſerve remiſſion of ſin, 
and our juſtification. We mutt truſt only in GOD's 
* mercy, and that ſacrifice which our High Prieſt and 
«© Saviour FESUS CHRIST, the SON. of GOD, 
© oftered for us upon the croſs.” | 

The homily ſubjoins a very appoſite illuſtration ; 
which may conclude our diſcourſe with perfect pro- 
priety, and I hope with equal eflicacy.—* So that as 
«© St John Baptiſt, although he were never ſo v:-tuous 
* and godly a man, yet in the matter of forgiving 
fin, he did put the people from him, and appoint 
% them- unto CHRIST, ſaying thus unto. them, 
* Behold! yonder 25 the LAMB of GOD, which taketh 
* away the ſins of the world : even ſo, as great and as 
* godly a virtue as the lively faith is, yet it putteth us 
from itſelf, and remitteth us untoCHRIST, for to 
have only by him remiſſion of ſins or juſtification. So 
& that our faith in CHRIST, as it were, faith un- 
„to us thus, It is not I that take away your ſins, 
but it is CHRIST only; and to him only I ſend 
„ you for that purpoſe, forſaking therein all your 
« good words, thoughts, and works, and only put- 
ting your truſt in CHRIST 4.” 938 


Ther. If there be any tolerable ſenſe of the notion 
under debate, I think, it muſt be underſtood as fol- 
lows. —-CHRIST's performance of the law of his 
mediation, or, in other words, his unſinning obe- 
dience to the moral law, and the ſpotleſs ſacrifice of 
himſelf to the vindictive juſtice of GOD; theſe are 
the only valuable conſideration, on account of which 
the gracious G OD reſtores guilty creatures to a ſtate 
of acceptance with his divine WATJESTY. --. 

Aſp. I am far from denying your propoſition. re- 
Joice in the propriety of my Theron's ſentiments. ' May 
at ae men aon OK 
I + See the ſecond part of 9 Homily on ſalvation. 
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his faith, which is thus far advanced, be carried on 
by grace, till it is completed in glory !—'That unſin- 
ning obedience, and that ſpotleſs facrifice, are indeed 
the only valuable, they are allo the zruly, or rather the 
imſinitecy valuable conſideration, which has fully merit- 
ed for us the remiflion of ſins, and the enjoyment of 
lifez and this not only from the gracious, but even 
from the ju/?, the faithtul, the righteous G O D. 

But then, they mult be 1mputed, in order to furniſh 
us with a claim, and inveſt us with a right, to the 
purchaſed privileges. Suppoſe them not imputed ; 
and what becomes of our cre/t in them? They are 
like a medicine prepared, but not apphed. Suppoſe 
them imputed ; and they lay a him, an apparent, a ra- 
tional foundation, for every plealing hope, and for e- 
very heavenly bleſling. 

Ther. I fear, 1 have acknowledged too much. —My 
thoughts fluctuate, My mind is unſettled. I would 
not withſtand the truth. 1 would not diſbelieve any doc- 
trine of the goſpel. Yet—what thall Il lay? While I 
liſten to your reaſoning, | am halt a convert. When 1 
reco/lett the objections, I revert to my firſt opinion. 

Of this, however, I am convinced, That human 
righteouſneſs is inſufficient tor our juſtiſication. Here 
your arguments have carried their point. I thall hence- 
torth place my hopes of everlaiting happineſs, not up- 
on any works of my own, but upon the free good- 
neſs, and unbounded benehcence, ot the Supreme BE:. 
ING; purſuant to that maxim ot ſcripture, The gift 
of GOD 1s eternal liſe. 

Aſp. You do right, Theron, to expect eternal life as 
the gift of GOD, not as the wages of your own obe- 
diential ſervice. But be pleated to remember, that all 
the gifts of grace, though perfectly free to ſinners, 
are founded upon a grand and ineſtimable price, paid 
by their SAVIOUR.—are they entirely ablolved 
from guilt? It is becauſe CHRIST gave his lite for 
their ranſom.—Are they heard with acceptance when 
they pray? lt is becauſe their exalted HIGH PRIEST 
intercedes in their behalf.— Are they completely juſti- 
fied, and inſtated in endleſs bliſs? It is becauſe their 
RE DE EME R's conſummate obedience, is the glo- 
rious equivalent for this and every other bleſſing.— 
Therefore, when you mention eternal life as the gift 
ot G0 D, you thould not forget to add with the holy 
apoſtle, pom habe CHRIST our LORD *. 

Well, my Theron; what ſay you farther ? 
Is your quiver emptied? are your ſcruples fatisfied ? 
May I interpret this ſilence, as an act of aflent ? 

Ther. Obterve, how the ranunculuſes, on yonder gay 
parterre, have contracted their ſpreading tufts, and 
the tulips have cloſed their expanded cups; while all 
the neighbouring flowers have ſhut their ivory doors, 
or drawn their velvet curtains.—Such is the ſtate of 
my thoughts. They are all bent inwards ; collected in 
themſelves; and pondering upon your diſcourſe. Which 
has inclined me, before I was aware, to contemplate, 
rather than talk.—You will excuſe my thoughtfulnels, 
Aſpaſio. Or, if it wants an apology, you muſt blame 
yourſelf. For, had your reaſons been leſs cogent, my 
attention had been more diſengaged. 


* Rom. vi. 20. 
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Aſp. My dear Theron, I ſhall only wiſh, in alluſion 
to your own ſimile, and in the language of the belt gf 


books, that theſe truths may diſtil as the dew * upon 


your mind, and lie all night upon your branches +. "| his 
I am perſuaded, is the only way to have all your com. 
torts green before the ſun, and all your virtues fy; 
as an herb. Whereas, under the influence of an 
other faith, 1 am afraid, they will be as the garden 
that is vilited with a drought, or as the leaves that 
are ſmitten with a blaſt. 

Ther. I thall attcntively conſider, both your doctrine 
and your arguments. Which that I may execute, with, 
more eaſe, and to better purpoſe, be pleaſed to jim up, 
in a tew words, the ſubſtance of what , has paſſed.— 
This done, it will be time to withdraw. The flowers 
you ſee, are our monitors. They have folded up their 
robes, and veiled their beauties. A cuſtom which 
they ſeldom uſe, till the ri/ing damps render it unſatc 
tor their maſter to be among them ; and the ſurround. 
ig gloom renders it difficult for his eye to diſtinguiſh 
them. 

Aſp. You could not oblige me more, than by giving 
me ſuch a conmand.-- We truſt for ſalvation, : 

Not on our own eternal duties. This were to build 
our houſe upon the ſand ; which, when the rains de- 
ſcend, when the torrents pour, when the winds blow 
with tempeſtuous violence, will eertainly fall; and 
bury the builder, with all his vain hopes, in irretrie. 
vable rum. 

Not on the fercerity of our hearts. This, if oppo- 
ſed to CHRIST, and made the rival of his merits, 
will be a © deſpiſed broken idol.” Deſpiſed by the 
inhnitely ſublime and majcitic RULER of the World. 
Breten, with regard to the ſtreſs we lay, or the conij- 
dence we repole, on fo deceittul a prop. No more 
able to ſtand in the judgment of the great day, than 
Dagon was able to maintain his ſtation, betore the ark 
of the LORD GOD of hoſts }. 

Not upon our faith. This is often weak, as the 
rickety child; ſometimes quite faint, like the perſon 
in a deep ſwoon ; always imperfect, like every other 
performance of ours. Alas! to what afflicting tears, 
to what grievous deſpondency thould I, for my part, 
be perpetually liable, if my own faith was the ground 
of my juſtification ? Blefled be the FATHER & 
mercies! we have a ſurer ſupport. Not upon faith, not 
upon faith, but upon its gracious AUTHOR, and glo- 
rious OBJECT, is the hope of Hel founded. Vet 

Not upon our LOR D's righteoutneſs confiderc! 
only as paflive ; but upoꝶ his acfive and pe obey 
ence united: all that he did in conformity to th? 
commands of the law, and all that he /z#ered m 11% 
miſſion to its penalty. Both which, unmenſely digui— 
fied by his divine nature, are a baſis for our fait, 
which nothing can ſhake; are a foundation for our 
aftiance, . which can never be removed.— Nothing elte, 
in any creature, -or in all worlds, could expiate the 
leaſt ſin. This not only expiates all fin, but gives 3 
title to every ble//ing ;—to the bleflings of grace, and 
of glory; of evangelical holinets, — everlaſting hap- 
pineis. 


* Deut. xxxii. 2. + Job xxix. 19. f 1 Sam. v. 3. & 
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Aſp. I Have often purpoſed, and as often forgot, to 
aſk my Theron, —what picture he was ſo at- 
tentively furveying, when I ſtole unperceived upon 
him, in this favourite arbour &. * 
Tuber. I was indulging a penſive pleaſure, in viewing 
the ruins, and contemplating the fate of Babylon. — 
that renowned and opulent city! once the reſidence 
of the A Hrian monarchs, and capital of one of the 
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greateſt empires in the world. The draught 1 held in 
my hand, repreſented ſome of its remains. And in- 
deed this was the very laſt ſubject which employed my 
thoughts. In the morning, my {on brought me his 
obſervations upon the ſcene, which I have juſt now 
been reviling. + ; 

For I frequently ſet him to exerciſe his judgment, 


or diſplay his fancy, on remarkable paſſages which oc- 


cur in hiſtory.— He was lately commiſſioned to deter- 


3 
mine 4 controverſy between the illultrious, lenidds, 
ind the leſs celebrated Peda eus. Il, Was the point 
: Which of them diſcovered the /rus/t gene- 
in ene Heroic love of their country? 
roſity of ſpirit, and the mo, Yeroic love 5 4 
The former, who willingly ſacrificed his lite in its -14 
fence? or the latter, who, when hc was candidate O1 
a ſeat among the three hundred, and lot his pay 1122 
inſtead of being chagrined or diſſatisfied, went home 
unſcignedly v Joicing, © that there were found in Shas, 
« i three hundred men more worthy than himſelt * 
he taik of this day was, to give a deſtsiptiue picture 

choſe wonderful ruins. i 
7 15 rw let me have the pleaſure of hearing the 
young gentleman's performance. | 5 

Ther, It will be too long, and too puerile; tire your 
patience, and offend your tatte. 5 

Aſp. 1 don't ule to make either of theſe comp! aints, 
when I am entertained with Theron's compoſitions. 
And, as the ſon has ſo much of his father's genius, [ 
am not at all apprehenſive of any ſuch diſappointment. 
Ae have a mott 2Sreenble fituation, and more than 
an hour's leiſure. 1 muſt therefore repeat my requeſt. 

Ther, Tis true, | have retouched the ſKetch; Which 
may render it ſomewliat more tolerable. And lince 
vou perſiſt in your demand, | Will read the paper.— 
Oaly deſiring ſoinc allowance for a little luxuriancy of 
imacoination ; which, in young writers, it may be ad- 
viſcable to indulge, rather than repreſs; as age and 
judgment will, probably, come with the prumng- 
knife, and make the proper retrenchments.—I mult 
{irther obſerve, that, contrary to the cuſtom which 
prevails in our ſchools, 1 generally chuſe to have him 
expreſs his ſentiments in Eng/z/h : becauſe it is in this 
language he muſt communicate his own, and become 
acquainted with the ideas of ethers becauſe to ac- 
quire ſome good degree of propriety and fluency in 
this his native tongue, will be incomparably more ſer- 
viceable, than to ſpeak Latin with the Terentian ele- 
gance, or to write it with the Ciceronian copiouſneſs. 


Is this Babylon? the glory of kingdoms! the beau- 
ty of the Chaldean excellency : 


Where once the gorgeous eaſt, with richeſt hand, 
Shower'd on her kings barbaric pearl and gold. 


How is ſhe fallen! fallen from the height of magni- 
ficence, into the abyſs of confulion! What was once 
the object of univerſal admiration, is now a ſpectacle 
of aſconiſliment and horror. | 

The palace, where Majeily ſat enthroned like ſome 
terreſtrial deity, is a heap of rubbiſh ; no wy, diſ- 
tinguiſned by an air of ſuperior elegance, but by 
lironger and more melancholy marks of departed dig- 
nity *—Where the . nobles of that /umptuous court 
trailed along the marble pavements their robes of 
purple and embroidery, there the creſted ſnake hiſſes, 
or the fierce envenomed adder glides. 

How changed is the hoſpitable ha!l, and how diſ- 
graced the room of late“ The firſt aflorded a con- 
ant and cordial reception to the welcome gueſts ; in 
the laſt, the great king gave audience to his cringing, 
his adoring vaſſals. Now thorns over-run the circum- 
terence, and © deſolation ſits in the threſhold of them 
both.“ — Where are the roofs of ivory, painted with 
vernulien, and adorned with e the radiant 
roofs, whoſe lamps of burniſhed ſilver, pendent in 
many a blazing row, yielded light as from another 
Iky? Swept from their foundations, they lie clotted 
with defiling dirt, or claſped with tangling briers.— 
Myjic no longer pours her harmony, through the ſpa- 


Benjamin, a Jew of Tudela, in his Itinerary, written about 
che year of our LORD 1170, tells us,—* That he was up- 
ou the place where this city formerly ſtood, and found it 
„ Wholly deſolated and deſtroyed. Only ſome ruins of Nebu- 
; idnezzar's palace were ſtill remaining; but men were a- 
„ [raid to go near them, by reaſon of the many ſerpents and 

icorpions, that were then in the place.” | 
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cious and extended apartment; but the night-owl. 
neitling in ſome cleft of the ruins, fcreains her harth 
aud portentous diſſonance. Foy no longer leads 
the ſprightly dance, amidſt the luſtre of that artificial 
day; but the ſolitary bat flits in fitent circles, or flaps 

er footy wings: All thoſe gay delights,—let the /ons 
of ſenſuality hear the tale, and take warning from the 
cataſtrophe : all thoſe gay delights are exi1r:guiſhed, 
like one of their feebleſt tapers, which, having illami- 
nated for a while the feſtive aſſembly, {hone itſelf to 
the edges of the exhauſted ſocket, and in a moment 
flaſhed into ſtench and darkneſs. 

The walls, though cemented with bitumen *, and 
conſolidated into the firmneſs of a flint, are become 
like the broken bubble. There was a time, when the 
inhabitants, confiding in the ſtrength of their bul- 
warks, and the multitude of their towers, looked 
down with fearleſs diſdain on the army of beſiegers. 
But now the prophet's threatening is moſt terribly ful- 
filled: The fortreſs of the high fort of thy walls hath 
H E brought down, laid low, and brought to the ground, 
even to the duſt f. Where are the gates, the grand 
and glittering gates 1, which admitted the triumph- 
ant hoſts, or poured forth their numerous legions a- 
gainlt the day of battle? Not one trace remains, to 
tell the inquiſitive ſtranger, © Here the ſpacious ave- 
« nues opened; Here the maſly portals roſe.” Com- 
modious walks, in which the cluſtering merchants 
rated the buſy hum, and planned the ſchemes of com- 
merce; ample /reets, in which Induſtry drove the 
toiling car, or {mote the founding anvil ; are ſhrouded 
with matted graſs, or buried beneath the rankeſt 
weeds. Silence, in both places, a ſullen ſilence reigns; 
and inactivity, a death-like inactivity, flumhers. 

What is become of thoſe hanging-gardens, which, 
tor curious contrivance and ſtupendòus workmanſhip, 
were never equalled in any nation under heaven ? 
Terraces, that overlooked the talleſt houſes ! Parterres, 
exalted to the clouds, and opening their flowery beau⸗ 
ties in that ſtrange region! Groves, whoſe very roots 
were higher than the tops of the loftieſt trees || They 
are now 1mitten by a dreadful blaſt. Their beaut 
is decayed, like a withered leaf. Their very being is 
gone, like the chaff of the ſummer threſhing-floors ; 
which the wind carrieth away, and its place is no 
where found 1. What was once the favourite retreat 
of a queen, and the admiration of the whole world, 
is now a neſt for poiſonous reptiles, and a kennel for 
ravenous beaſts, —The traveller, inſtead of expatiatin 
with delight, where this penſile paradiſe flouriſhed, is 
ſtruck with horror; keeps at a trembling diſtance ; 
and, ſurveying the rueful ſpot, cries out, Righteous 
art thou, LORD, and true are thy judgments / 

Here ſtands an obeliſi, maimed by the firoke of re- 
volving years, like a mountain- oak ſhattered by the 
flaming bolt. Another, all unhinged and quite diſ- 
Jointed, ſeems to tremble before every blaſt that blows. 
— There the pyramid ++, firm as the folid rock, and 


The walls were built of brick, and cemented with a g/uti- 
nous kind of ſlime, which binds more firmly than any mortar, 
and ſoon grows harder than the bricks or ſtones themſclves — 
Theſe fortifications were, according to the account given by 
Herodatus, in breadth eighty-ſeven feet, in height three hundred 
and fifty feet, and reckoned to be abſolutely impregnable : in- 
ſomuch that the inhabitants, when beſieged by Cyrus, inſulted 
him from the walls, and laughed at his attempt, as a vain im- 
practicable project, —0: J. & Tw Tu xu xalſexav rw roopruny » XENOPH F 
Inſt. Cyr. lib. VII. | + If. xxv. 12. 

+ There were no leſs than an hundred gates, all of /alid 
braſs. Hence it is, that when JEHOV AH promiſes | 
make Cyrus maſter of Babylon, he ſpeaks in this very remark- 
able and particularizing manner, I will break in pieces before 
thee the gates of braſs, If. xlv. 2. N hl 

| Penfiles horti ſunt, ſummam murorum altitudinem æguantes, 
mult arumque arborum umbra et proceritate ameni. | 
Cux r. hb. V. 
Dan. ii. 35. 


++ Strabo calls the temple of Belus a pyramid, lib. XV. But 
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ſtable, one would have thought, as the everlaſting 
hills, wrenched from its mighty bale, is tumbled head- 
long in enormous ruin, and has cruſhed many a ſtruc- 
ture by its fall, —See youder the trivmphal arch, which 
exhibited, through its extenſive and beautiful bend, 
an advantageous view of the firmament. It was, 
once, the graceful memorial of ſome celebrated vic- 
tory ; it is now converted into a trophy of a very dit- 
ferent kind, Juſt retaining two uneven, battered, 
ragged ſtumps, it ſerves to recognize the deſtructive 
ravages of time, —Sprres, that pierced the clouds, and 
ſhot into the 1kies, are levelled with the trodden 101]. 
On pinnacles, to which the ſtrong- winged bird could 
hardly ſoar, the grovelling worm crawls, and the ſor- 
did ſnail leaves her flimy track.—Baths, that contain- 
ed the tranſlucent wave, and were ſo often perfumed 
with odoriterous unguents, are choked with filth ; 
the grand colonnade, that ſurrounded them, is ſhuvered 
to pieces, and the elevated dome, that covered them, 
is daſhed to the ground. The public aquedudts, which 
conveyed cleanlineſs and health along their cryſtal cur- 
rents, are degenerated into a ſtagnating lake; while 
croking vermine ſwarm among the weeds, and noi- 
ſome exhalations ſteam from the mire. 

Auguſt and ſtately temples, that ſeemed to affect the 
ncighbourhood of heaven *, are ſunk to the very duſt. 
— Who can point the ſpot, where the conſecrated vic- 
tim bled, or the ſacred fire glowed ? where the icep- 
tred image lifted its majeſtic head, or the venerating 
crouds bowed the ſupphant knee 4? Degraded arc 
thoſe ſplendid vanities, and caſt (according to the de- 
nunciation of the ſacred oracles) to the bats and to the 
moles |. All is low; low as the ſpurious dignity of 
the idols they complimented ; low as the ſtraw that is 
trodden dewn for the dung hill J. 

Sepulchres, the once venerable repoſitories of the 
dead, awful manſions, deſtined to everlaſting conceal- 
ment, are cleft and rent aſunder. They diſcloſe the 
horrid ſecrets of the pit, and frightfully yawn upon the 
blaſted day. Poſſibly ſome ravenous creature lurks 
within, tFñat has already rifled the tomb of its hero; 

iven the putrid bones a new grave; and waits only 
for the approach of night, to repeat his funeral dirge 
in yells.—Inſcriptionc, deſigned to perpetuate ſome illu- 
ſtrious character, or eternize ſome heroic deed, are 
blended in the promiſcuous maſs. In vain would the 
prying antiquary ſearch for a legible or conſiſtent ſen- 
tence ; in vain attempt to find the memorable names 
of a Nebuchadnezzar or a Nimrod. Theſe, though en- 
graved on plates of braſs, or cut in blocks of marble, 
are loſt amidſt the ſtupendous lumber ; as prints on 
the unſteady ſand are effaced, when returning tides 
ſmooth the furrowed beach. 

Here and there a ſtraggling cypreſs riſes, as it were 
with funeral ſolemnity, amidſt the waſte 4. Some- 


if the critics in hiſtory ſhould queſtion or deny the exiſtence 
of pyramids among the Babylonians, for this and other liberties 
uſed by our young declaimer, Horace ſhall make an apology : 
Pictoribus atque poetis 

. Duidlibet audendi ſemper ſuit equa poteſtas. 

* A tower in the temple of Belus, and dedicated to his wor- 
ſhip, was moſt amazingly high. It conſiſted of eight piles 
of building, erected one above another. It aroſe to the 
elevation of ſix hundred feet perpendicular ; and is thought, 
by the learned Bochart, to have been part of that ſuperb work, 
which was begun when the whole earth was of one language ; 
but miſcarried, or rather was providentially defeated, by the 
confuſion of tongues. In this ſtructure, there were doubtleſs 
2 ſtrong traces of that arrogant boaſt, Let us build us a city 
and a tower, whoſe top may reach te heaven, Gen. xi. 4. 

+ Alluding to that prodigious inſtance of profuſeneſs, of- 
tentation, and idolatrons madneſs, the golden image ſet up in 
the plain of Dura : whoſe height (that is, the height of the 
ſtatue and pedeſtal taken together) was threeſcore cubit!, Dan. 
iii. 1. See PRIDEAUX's Connection, vol. I. p. 95. &c. p. 567. 


Sc. 
t If, ii. 20. I. If. XXV. 10. 
+ Rauwolf, a German traveller, who paſſed that way, in the 
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what like the black plumes, nodding over the mourn. 
ful hearſe, they augment the ſadneſs of the ſcene, and 
throw a deeper horror on all below. No human voice 
is heard, nor human face ſeen, amidit theſe defolateq 
heaps. Too dreary, even for the roam of hoary her- 
mit, or the cell of gloomy monk. Abandoned th 
are, totally abandoned, to the dominion of ſolitude. 
or ele tu the unmoleſted reſort of ſhaggy monſters, and 
fcathered hags; which ſtun the midnight-hours, — 
theſe, with their importunate ſhrieks, — %%, with 
their execrable howls. 

See ! to what a deſpicable, what an abhorred Kate 
the proudeſt monuments of earthly grandeur, and 
the moſt coſtly apparatus tor carthly felicity, may he 
reduced! A pregnant and alarming proof, that for- 
laſting honour, or real happineſs, 


They build tas low, who build beneath f he flies. 


Asp. I very much approve the choice of your ſub. 
ject. The ruins of Perſepolis would have given us 2 
view of magniſicence in abaſement. The ruins ot 
Palmyra might have ſhewed us elegance in the duſt. 
But the ruins of Babylon diſplay at once, magnificence 
and elegance under an eclipſe, ſcripture and revelation 
in their glory. —Theutterdeſtruction of this city, which 
was abſolutely unequalled * in every inſtance of dig. 
nity, and ſeemingly invincible by any enemy, muſt 
certainly have been looked upon as the % improballe 
of events. Nevertheleſs its utter deſtruction was de- 
creed by JEH O V AH, and denounced by his pro- 
phet, ſeveral ages before the execution took place, 
The awful ſentence was not only denounced, but re- 
corded, and is ſtill remaining, in the public archives 
of our religion. 

; 7 . Where is this ſentence recorded, and remain- 
ing! 

A/p. In the prophecy of 1/azah ; and not only re- 
corded, but in the moſt circumſtantial manner, and 
with a minute detail of the horrible deſolations. 
Theſe are the words of the inſpired writer; BaszyLoy, 
the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees exceller- 
75 all be as when GOD overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 

t ſhall never be inhabited ; neither ſball it be dwelt in 
from generation to generation : neither ſhall the Arabian 


pitch tent there; neither ſhall the ſhepherds make their feld 


there. 


But wild beaſts of the deſert ſhall lie there, and 
their houſes ſhall be full of doleful creatures, and c 
ſhall dwell there, and ſatyrs ſhall dance there. And ite 
wild beaſts of the iſlands ſhall cry in their deſolate houſes, 


and dragons in their pleaſant palaces f. 


In the two firſt ſentences, is comprized the moſt 
finiſhed picture of proſperity and grandeur. The gl 
of kingdoms ; beyond every other royal ſeat, ſpacious, 
ornamented, and wealthy; revered by many conguet- 
ed and tributary dominions, as their miſtreſs, and 
their ſovereign, —The beauty of the Chaldees excellency : 
the Chaldeans, who excelled all the nations of the 
earth in riches, in ſplendor, and in power, even they 
gloricd in this wonderful city. This was the higbeſt 

onour of the moſt illuſtrious, and chief ſtrength of 
the moſt victorious people; faireſt, where all Was con- 


ſpicuouſly fair; nobleſt, where all was ſupereminent- 


ly noble. Vet this diſtinguiſhed, this crowning city, 
all at the blaſting of the breath of EH OVA H, 
be totally, totally deſtroyed, even 9s when G0 D over- 
threw Sodom and Gomorrah. 


year of our LORD 1574, ſays, © This country is ſo dry 
„ and barren, that it cannot be tilled; and ſo bare, that I 
'* ſhould have doubted, whether the potent Babylon did ſtand 
e there, if I had not known it by ſeveral ancient and delicate 
&« antiquities, that are {till ſtanding hereabout in great deſola- 
© tion.” 72 a 
* Unequalled—repreſented therefore by the golden head, ” 
r prophetic dream, and emblematic image, 
Dan. ii. 38. ; and deſcribed by an ancient author, - 45 _ 
quas unquam ſol aſpexit urbium maxima. PAUs AN. in Arcad. 
| + If, xiii. 19. 20. 21. 22. 1 


in deſcribing the overthrow, the prophet is equally 
admirable; and riſes, by a moſt judicious gradation, 
into all the pomp of horror. 7. d. Now, indeed, 
« it 15 thronged with citizens 5 but the hour 18 CO- 
« ming, when it ſhall be entirely depopulated, and not 
„ ſ{ much as a fingle inhabitant left, —Leſt you 
« ſhould think, that in proceſs of time it may. be re- 
« edified, and again abound with jayful multitudes; 
& it ſhall never be inhabited more; no, never be dwelt 
{1 way more, from generation to generation ; but ſhall 
continue a diſmal waſte, through all ſucceeding a- 
« ges. A waſte ſo diſmal, that none of the neighbour- 
« ing ſhepherds ſhall make their fold, or find ſo much 
« 15 an occaſional ſhelter for theiv flocks, where kings, 
« grandees, and crouds of affluent citizens, repoſed 
chemſelves in profound tranquillity. Even the rude 
« and roving Arabian ſhall not venture to pitch hrs 
ent, nor be able to procure for himſelf the poor ac- 
© commodation of a night's lodging, where millions 
« of polite people baſked in the ſunſhine of profuſe 
proſperity.—In ſhort, it ſhall neither be habitable, 
nor acceſſible ; but a dwellang-place, for dragons, an 
aſtoniſhment and a hiſſing *. What was once the 
eden city +, and the metropolis of the world, ſhall 
te an everlaſting ſcene of deſolation and horror; 
a fearful monument af divine vengeance, and an 
« awful admonition to human pride.” 

all this is foretold in ſcripture ;: and, though to 
human appearance impoſſible, though to human ap- 

chenſion incredible, was, in the appointed time, 


La 
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ere 


moſt minutely accompliſhed. The memorials and 


evidences of the accompliſhment remain to this ve 
day . They are ſo authentic, that the moſt inquiſi- 
tive curioſity cannot doubt; and ſo inconteſtable, that 


the moſt bigotted incredulity will not deny. And 


ſhould not this teach us, to reverence the 9 to 
admire the wiſdom, and confide in the promiſes, of that 
heavenly volume 


know, you are not fond of compliments, Theron. 
Therefore, inſtead of ſpeaking my opinion of your 
ſon's performance, I will endeavour to return your 
favour.—-Vou have entertained me with an account 
of the moſt memorable ruins extant in the material 
world. Let me preſent my friend with a picture of 
ruins, no leſs remarkable, far more deplorable, and un- 
ſpeakably intereſting to us all. I ſhall give it, in the 


colouring of a great maſter ; whoſe works, this very 


day, I happened to be peruſing. 


thanks. Only let me hint, that it conſiders the hus 
man ſoul, as originally an habitation of G O D through 


the SPIRIT; and then, ſpeaking of its fallen con- 


dition, proceeds; 
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upon Holy things, 


— 1 


% That he hath withdrawn himſelf, and left this his 
temple deſolate, we have many fad and plain proofs 
before us. The /ately ruins are viſible to every 
eye, that bear in their front (yet extant) this dole- 
ful inſcription; HERR GOD ONCE pwELT. 
Enough appears of the admirable frame and ſtruc- 
ture of the ,/oul of man, to ſhew the divine preſence 
did ſometime reſide in it; more than enough of vi- 
tious deformity, to proclaim he is now retired and 
gone. The lamps are extinct, the altar averturned ; 
the /zght and love are now vaniſhed, which did the 
one ſbine with ſo heayenly brightneſs ; the other 


- 


burn with ſo pious fervour; The golden candleſtick 


is diſplaced, and thrown away as an uſeleſs thing, 
to make room for the throne of the prince of dark- 
neſs, The ſacred incenſe, which ſent ralling up in 


clouds its rich perfumes, is exchanged far a poiſon- 


ous helliſh vapour; and here is, inſtead of a feet 


* ſavour, q ſtench. The comely order of this houſe 
is turne | | 
* into noiſome impurities ; the houſe of prayer to a den of 


all into, confuſion ; the beauties of holineſs 


thieves, and that of the worſt and moſt horrid 
kind ; for every 4 is a thief, and every theft is ſa- 
crilege. Continu 5 and robbery is committed 
| The noble powers, which were 
deſigned and dedicated to divine contemplation and 
delight, are alienated to the ſervice of the moſt de- 
ſpicable idols, and employed unto the vileſt intui- 
tions and embraces ; to behold and admire /ying va- 
nities, to indulge and cheriſh luſt and wickedneſs. 
« There is not now a ſyſtem, an entire table of co- 


herent truths to be found, or a frame of holineſs, but. 


ſome ſhivered parcels. How many attempts have 
been made, ſince that fearful fall and ruin of this 
fabric, to compoſe again the truths of ſo many ſe- 
veral kinds into their diſtinct orders, and make up 
frames of ſcience or uſeful knowledge] and after ſo 
many ages, nothing is finiſhed in any kind. Some- 
times truths are miſplaced, and what belongs to one 
kind, 1s transferred to another, where it will not fit- 
ly match; ſometimes falſehood inſerted, which ſhat- 
ters or diſturbs the whole frame. And what with 


much fruitleſs pains is done by one hand, is daſhed 


in pieces by another; and it is the work of a follow- 
ing age to ſweep away the fine-ſpun cobwebs of a 


| The paflage diſplays a dactrine of the utmoſt im- former. And thoſe truths which are of greateſt uſe, 
portance in the Chriſtian ſcheme ; and by one of the © are leaſt regarded; their tendency and deſign are 
fineſt pieces of imagery, to be met with in elegant © overlooked, or they are fo looſened and torn off, 1! 
writing. I think, it may be looked upon as a pradti- that they cannot be wrought in, ſo as to take hold | 
cal improvement of Eugenio's declamation. It pleaſed | ©* of the ſoul ; but hover as faint ineffeftual notions, | 
me ſo much, that I tranſcribed it; and I make no a- — nothing. Its very fundamental powers 
pology for reading it, becauſe I ſhall expect your *© are ſhaken and disjointed, and their order towards |! 
| | Vb one another confounded and broken, So that what i 

» Jer. li. 37. + II. xiv. 4. «« 18 judged conſider able, is not conſidered ; what is re- = 

+ It is ſaid, by a very learned author, Babylonem uſque es .commended as ehgible and lovely, is not loved and 
concidiſſe, ut nemo cum fiducia illius locum amplius demonſtrare © choſen. Yea, the truth which is after godlineſs, is 
queat, i, e. * Babylon is now ſo totally deſtroyed, that the «© not ſo much diſbelieved, as hated, held in untighteouſ- 
7 moſt ſkilful geographers cannot, with certainty, determine «< » eſs ; and ſhines 38 too feeble a U, fl , in that m alig- 
the place on which it ſtood.” « nant darkneſs, which compr ehends it not. You come, | 


Should any of my readers prefer this account, I ſhall nei- : 22 "er 1 | | 
ther litigate the point, nor be anxious for the conſequence. * amidſt all this confuſion, as into the ruined palace 


It may indeed rank E ugenio's compoſition among the works of 1 of ſome great r e which you ſee here the frag- 
fancy, But it will realize 4/pa/io's afſertion, and corroborate ** ments of a noble pillar, there the ſhattered pieces 
his argument. If we find no memorials of the city, we have “of ſome curious imagery; and all 1 ing neg ected 
5 _ A1 0 verification, and the fulleſt accompliſhment, 5+ and uſeleſs amongſt heaps of dirt. He that invites . 
or the prophecy. | | i „. you to take a view of the ſoul of gi * 
If this be the caſe, it gives an amazing emphaſis to that juſt, C13 ut ſuch another roſ! ct, * doth WE 5 Fo — : 
things rade and waſte, 80 


but terrible decree, iſſued from the ſupreme tribunal; I will ;, Behold thei Deſolation 
: 4 q 9 
that ſhould there be any prętence to the divine pre- 


Sweep it with the beſom of deftruftion, ſaith the LORD of hoſts. 
** I vill not only lay it in ruins, but extirpate it from the earth. " ror bb vhs 
2 I will efface the very footſteps of its exiſtence; and not leave a ſence, n might be ſaid, 1if GOD be her e, why is it | | 
„ fo much as a fragment or a trace of the magnificent, but thus? The faded glory, the darkneſs, the difoeder, =_ 
wicked Babylon, II, xiv. 3. | S the impurity, the decayed ſtate in all reſpects of this | 
| No T: ; - | | | | + 3 G l T Fs. wo 
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too plainly ſhew, The GREAT INHA- 
NT 1s gone “.“ 


210 
te temple, 
« BITA 
Ther. Your painter, I muſt own, is a maſter in his 
rofeſſion; and ſeems to have a peculiar talent for a 
nig hi. piece. But why, I beſeech you, ſo much of his 
ſhades and ſolemnity? Has he no colours, but the 
dark? no lineaments, but the four? Could he not 
allow us one bright tint, one ſmiling feature, when 
he was copying the nobleſt being in this ſubluna 
world ?—Is it for the honour of the great CREATOR, 
to give ſuch a deformed draught of his moſt finiſhed 
workmanſhip * ; ) 

Aſp. It reflects no kind of diſhonour upon the archi- 
tet of Babylon, that its palaces are fallen, its edifices 
demoliſhed, and its walls levelled with the und. 
They might have been built with the exacteſt ſymme- 
try, and once embelliſhed with eve gracefu orna- 
ment, notwithſtanding the ſtroke of violence, or the 
ſap of years, have now reduced them to heaps of rub- 
biſh, The human ſoul, when recent from the inſpi- 
ration of the ALMIGHTY, was bright with know- 
ledge, amiable with virtue, and in every reſpect ex- 
cellent. But how—to ſpeak in the language of the 
mourning prophet, a language never more pertinent 
than on the preſent occa ion, —how is the gold become 
dim] how is the moſt fine gold changed / 

Ther. Man's ſoul is rational and eternal; is the off- 
ſpring of the DEITY, and capable of reſembling its 
MAKER. 492 

Aſp. What Milton allows to the fallen archangel, I 
can readily allow to fallen man : 


He had not loft 
All his original brightneſs. . 


The grand and diſtinguiſhing faculties of the ſoul re- 
— Juſt as, when a fountain is poiſoned, the wa- 
ters continue to flow; but flow no longer with Health, 
flow rather with death in the ſtream. Theſe very fa- 
culties, unleſs renewed and regulated by the influence 
of religion, muſt be our preſent miſery, and will 
prove our everlaſting curſe.—“ The ſoul,” you fay, 
“ js rational, is eternal.” And do not even the devils 
poſſeſs the powers of reaſon? Is not their exiſtence 
alſo of an endleſs duration? Let are they, of all crea- 
tures, the moſt execrable and the moſt miſerable. 
You call the human ſoul the i of the D E1- 
TY. And you call it properly. Muſt we not then 


— — 


adopt the e exclamation, . Hero art thou fallen, 


0 Lucifer, ſon of the morning f“ How art thou de- 
« generated, O man, ſon of the MOST HIGH! 
* Thy glarious original ſerves only to ſet forth, with 
« more glaring evidence, thy deplorable ay. 

- Capable, you; add, of reſembling its MAKER. 
This, I acknowle is a Valuable prerogative. In 
this the infernal ſpirits have no ſhare. But this capa- 
city will always lie dormant, will never awaken into 


A N D 


aft, never be eſtabliſhed in habit, unleſs almighty 


cnc intervene, 


frequently | exhort their to follow nature, as a 
certain guide to true excellence. Many eloquent wri- 
ters of our own country enia ˖ 

human nature ;, and from this topic derive very forci- 
ble arguments, for a correſpondent dignity both of 
ſentiment and behaviour Upon what can thoſe prin- 
ciples of the ancient ages, and of our later moraliſts, 


be founded? i | 3 

. Indeed, Theron, Jam at a loſs to tell. If they 
have any foundation, it is merely 
in truth, nor confirmed by experience. According to 


large upon the dignity. of 


imaginary; not laid 


©, 


my . apprehenſion, they invert, the order of things: 


eatiſe, entitled, The living temple. _ 


＋ II. xiv. 2 
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They take that for a peſtulatum, which ou 


Blt to be 


ranked among the de/iderata ; and make an axion, — 


a mere figment. 

Had man continued as he was created, to 
cording to nature, and according to the law of 
would have been one and the ſame thing, Fo 
reaſon, we find no precepts of religion, no delinea 
tion of morality, given to Adam in paradiſe. Becauſ- 
religion and morality were engraven on his heart: 8 
rather, they reſulted from the very bent and tendency 
of his perfect frame.—But ſince the fall it is quite C. 
therwiſe. 

Ther. Have not many of the ancient worthies been 
living confutations of your opinion? wiſe philoſophers 
judicious lawgivers, and fteady miniſters of juſtice ? 
their deſires refined, their affections benevolent, their 
whole conduct e 8 

Aſp. 1 cannot forbear wondering, that you ſhould 
inſtance in lawgivers and miniſters of juſtice. Since 
the very inſtitution of their office preſuppoſes the de. 
pravity of mankind. Was human nature agitated 
no irregular or vitious inclinatians, the barrier of laws 
would be as needleſs in civil ſocieties, as the vaſt banks 
of Holland are needleſs in our upland counties. 

But this, you will ſay, is a digreſſive obſervation 
Your queſtion requires a poſitive anſwer. And it is 
caſy to anſwer, That the painting is beyond the life. 
If my author has been too free with the dart, m 
friend has been too laviſh of the g/ittering colours — 
Thoſe famous men —_ aim, perhaps, at the excd. 
_ you deſcribe. ot one of them came up to the 
mark.—Or, ſuppoſe they did, this would not invali. 


act ac- 
GOD, 
r which 


date my tenet, 


Ther. This not invalidate your tenet! Then de- 
monſtration carries no conviction. 

46. Pray, who is your greateſt favourite, 
all the renowned perſons of antiquity ? 

Ther. Socrates, —He ſtands at the head of the claſs; 
and was, e dee the wiſeſt and the beſt of the 
Heathen world. | | al 

Aſp. 1 think ſo too, —Be pleaſed, however, to re- 
collect the ſtory of the phyftrognomiſt, who pretended to 
diſcover the diſpoſition of the mind by the caſt of the 
countenance. The profeſſor of this occult ſcience un- 
dertook, you know, to exerciſe his ſkill upon Socrates ; 
and pronounced him, after an examination of his fea- 
tures, laſcivious, paſſionate, and moroſe.—This judg- 
ment, ſo extravagantly wide of the truth, was bring- 
ing a ſtorm of ridicule and reſentment upon the 
fortune-teller. When the ingenuous philoſopher in- 
terpoſed, and owned the deſcription to be exactly true, 
That ſuch was his natural temper ; and if his conver- 
ſation had been of a different turn, it was owing to 
the aids of philoſophy.—So that, even in your moſt 
finiſhed * character, there was no innate dignity. All 
was adventitious. Ro 

Ther. If corruption was derived unto all men from 


among 


* Though I love and admire the character of Socrates, yet 


AG ro 0 Brgy I cannot approve the whole of his conduct. One thing which 
Ther. The . of antiquity, 8 
CIS 


gives me particular offence is, the habitual practice of ſwearing, 
which occurs in all his conferences with his pupils. Mu e, aa, 
N» , or ſome ſuch appeal to the DEITY, is uſed, not only 
in every diſcourſe, but almoſt in every page; and that upon the 
moſt unneceſſary occafions.—I have often wondered, that ſo 
polite a writer as Xenophon ſhould admit this flagrant impropriety 
into his dialogues. Which, beſides its irreligiaus air, is fomewhat 
like the crambe repetita ; and recurs, and recurs, and recurs, till 
it is really tireſome. But much more I wonder, that his excel- 
lent maſter ſhould ſuffer the ſanction of an oath to become 
ſo trivial, and the honour of his Jupiter ſo cheap. 
This proves the deplorable blindneſs of human reaſon ; which 
could miſtake ſo notorious a profanation of the divine name, 
for a genteel embelliſhment of ſpeech ;—it ſhews us, likewiſe, 
our extreme need of that revealed law, which, among other 
refined precepts, unknown to the religion of nature, injoins, 
Above all things, ſwear not ;—and, Thou ſhalt not take the name 
of the LORD thy COD in vain, on OT 
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; dam, methinks all ſhould be equall 
their forefather dll is contrary to known fact. "Rome 
= — naturally loving and lovely, gentle in their 
manners, and ſubject to no inordinate appetites. 8 

Aſp. Some perſons may be of more compoſed, or, if 

ou pleaſe, of 4% diſſolute manners, than the genera- 
ity of other people, Thanks to a better temperature 
of their conſtitution, or a more watchful care in their 
education, But ſhew me the unregenerate man, who 
js ſubject to no inordinate appetites. One vile affection 
may check another, or a ſenſe of decency may hold 
the curb upon all. But it is one thing, to have the 
wild beaſt in the heart chained; another, to have him 
expelled, or the lion transformed into a lamb. 

Ther, Have we not often obſerved h, oic courage, 
and a generoſity of ſpirit, where the education has 
been none of the ſtricteſt? To what can we aſcribe 
theſe laudable qualities, but to the innate virtue and 
nobleneſs of the. temper, working without any auxili- 
ary ſuccours ? 

Aſp. Virtue, Theron, is a complete aſſemblage, not 
ſome disjointed ſhreds, of laudable qualities. Thoſe you 
mention, if not accompanied with the whole circle of 
amiable accompliſhments, are no more to be called 
virtue, than two or three ſcattered fragments of an 
edifice, are to be honoured with the 1 of 
an houſe. How often are thoſe very perſons, with all 
their fortitude, flaves to ignoble pleaſures, or in bon- 
dage to the baſeſt luſts? A moſt infallible indication, 
that they have no uniform generoſity, nor any real cou- 
rage. Deſire of fame may prompt to many ſuch acts, 
as dazzle the ſuperficial eye; which yet are far, very 
far from genuine virtue, 

Ther. Do you then attribute the Grecian politeneſs, 
and the high Roman ſpirit, all the gallant actions of 
their heroes and generals, to a deſire of fame? 

Aſp. There is reaſon to ſuſpect, that they derived 
their origin from ſome improper motive. And no mo- 
tive was more artfully inſtilled, or more aſſiduouſly 
cheriſhed, than the ſpirit of ambition.—View their 
crowns, their ſtatues, their triumphal ſolemnities. 
Read their orators, their hiſtorians, their poets. — 
—The former were the ſchool, the latter were the 
maſters, to inculcate this grand leſſon. 

Let us conſider the Roman a little more attentively ; 
and not amidſt thedregs of their community, but in their 
very beſt ages; when their republic ſubſiſted, and their 
Scipios flouriſhed. Many great and ſhining deeds were 
undoubtedly performed. But did they ſpring from a 

reverential regard to the Supreme BEING; from obe- 
dience to his will, or zeal for his honour? 

If this principle ſhould be thought too reſined, did 
they proceed from a love to their fellow-creatures * In 
caſe neither of theſe motives * actuated their con- 
duct, it can never be placed to the account of virtue. 
Had benevolence been their leading principle, why 
ſuch inhumanity to Carthage? Why muſt that opulent 
city be laid in aſhes, and her numerous citizens be 
put to the ſword? Were they enemies to mankind, 
or a nuiſance in the world ? You well know, that they 
were only too induſtrious, and too powerful. B 
which means, they would be in a condition to eclipſe 
the RA bo of the Roman name, and diſpute the 
prize of ſovereignty with the Roman ſtate. For this 
crime, —a crime, in Ambition's eye, abſolutely inex- 
cuſable,—even Cato's upright ſoul ſhall doom them to 


* A zeal for the honour of GOD, and a concern for the 
good of our fellow · creatures, are the true ſources of virtue, 
1 Cor. x. 24. 31. When our actions flow not from theſe prin- 
eiples, reafon will put a query. upon them, and revelation will 
*x)unge them from the bt of virtues.—They may be ſpecious 
in themſelves; they may be coſtly to the performer; they may 
even be ſerviceable to others: but can no more deſerve the 
utle of virtue, than the activity of our ſun · fire officers, in ex- 
Unguiſhing the flames on 
name of charity, © * 


ſome inſured houſe, can merit the. 
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utter deſtruction, and Scipio's gentle hand ſhall exe - 
cute the horrid decree, 

Is this virtue? Does virtue ravage countries, from 
the mere wantonneſs of pride, or luſt of pre-eminence? 
Does virtue deſtroy millions of lives, only to aggrandize 
a particular people, or extend the dominion of ſome 
favourite empire? If this were virtue, Brutus thought 
too honourably of her character, when he termed her 
an empty name. I am fure, my Theron has juſter no- 
tions of things, He needs not be informed, that true 
virtue, far from perſonating the rapacious harpy, acts 
as a father to others, as a father to all; and, like 
HIM, who is both its pattern and its author, goes 
about doing good. 


Ther. The moſt elegant cane, if plunged into yon- 
der baſon, while the waters are curled by the breeze, 
will appear both crooked and coarſe. I cannot but 
think, the accuſers of human nature examine her ſtate 
with a prejudiced underſtanding ; which has the ſame 
perverſe effect upon their judgment, as thoſe ruſſled 
waves have upon the ſight.— Or elſe, they contemplate 
her condition with a melancholy mind; which, Uke a 
Jaundiced eye, gives every object a diſtempered aſpect, 
darkens the chearful, diſcolours the beautiful, and 
hangs even the fun in mourning. 

Ap. Rather let this be the compariſon to illuſtrate 

our point. View the meaneſt piece of earth, through 

the priſmatic glaſs ; and it will appear, not beautiful 

only, but perfectly ſplendid. Remove the deluſory 

medium, and all the ſophiſticated finery vaniſhes, 

The indigo, the orange, the violet are gone; and leave 

nothing to be ſeen, but a rude unornamented lymp of 
clay.—So, if we conſider human nature according to 

the partial repreſentations of ſelf-love, or contemp 

it in the Hattering mirror of ſome popular writings, it 

may ſeem regular, holy, excellent. But if we behold 

it under the light, the unerring light of revelation, its 

fancied charms diſappear ; it ſtands clothed with de- 

I ; and is a ſpectacle of commiſeration, if not of 

orror. 

Ther. What reaſon have you to father ſuch a notion 

upon the ſacred writings ?!—The ſacred writings in- 
form us, that man was made after the image of G 0 D. 
This, ſure, could not be ſo diſhonourable and depra- 
ved a pattern, as your diſcourſe would inſinuate. 

Aſp. Far, very far from a diſhonourable pattern! 
The image of G QD is the conſummate ſtandard of all 
perfeftion.—In conformity to this admirable exemplar, 
our firſt parents were created ; and in this admirable 
condition they continued, till by tranſgreſſion they 
fell; fell from the moſt holy and happy ftate, into 
guilt, condemnation, and ruin.— Therefore when this 
fatal cataſtrophe had taken place, the facred hiſtorian 
varies his ſtyle ; and with a remarkable peculiarity, as 
well as propriety of ſpeech, ſays, Adam begat a ſon in 
his own ; not in the DIVINE Ztene/s. That every 
reader may adyert to this melancholy, but important 
(ruth; it 1s . more — 2 it is enforced 
by 2 very em al repetition. After his own image . 
Moſes adds ; 3s contradiſtinguiſhed to the —— * 
G OD, mentioned in a preceding verſe. Which ex: 
preſſions are evidently intended to denote the difference 
between the ſtate in which Adam was created, and 
Seth was begotten. | 

Ther. Pray, let me have a ſuceinct, but full account 
of this tragical ſtory ; ſince all your orthodox divines 
lay ſuch a mighty ſtreis upon the doctrine of the fall. 

46. G O D, having formed the human body out 
of the ground, animated the ſtructure with a iving 
ſoul; and tranſcribed upon this ſoul the image of his 
bleſſed SELF, All was light in the nding; 


* This is affirmed, not of Cain, but of Seth, the moſt ex- 


cellent of Adam's children, and father of the holy ſeed. 


+ 97%) wenn Gen. v. 3. Cerruptus corrug tum. 
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all was rectitude in the will; and nothing but har- 
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mony in the affections.— Man, thus endowed, was 
placed in the delightful garden of Eden; and furniſh- 
ed with every accommodation, which was neceſſary 
to ſupport his being, or deſirable to gratify his ſenſes. 
— He was conſtituted lord of this lower creation; 
and, amidſt numberleſs indulgencies, received only one 
—eaſy— negative command, not to eat of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. —From this he was to ab- 
ſtain, as a pledge of Nis ſubjection, and as an exerciſe 
of his obedience. Bliſs and immortality were to be 
the reward of duty ; miſery and death the puniſhment 
of diſobedience. Fn the day thou eateſt thereof, thou 
ſhalt ſurely die *, was the ſanction of the divine law. 
How equitable ! how gracious the terms! Yet nci- 
ther the goodneſs of G O D could induce him to keep 
them, nor the authority of GOD deter him from 
breaking them. Unreaſonably diſcontented even with 
ſuch advantageous circumſtances, and 32 0pm av ira 


aſpiring to be like the MOST HIGH, he hearkened' 


to the ſuggeſtions of the evil ſpirit.—In a word, he 
violated the precept, and incurred the penalty. GOD 
was juſt, and man was undone. He loſt his upright- 
neſs +; became ſubject to mortality; and, as the ner- 
vous original expreſſes it, died the death. 

Ther. True; he became ſubject to many bodily in- 
firmities, and to the neceſſity of final diſſolution.— 
But what has this ſentence, or what have theſe ſuffer- 
ings to do with your notion of univerſal depravity in 
the mind? The death which the almighty LE G 1 5- 
LAT OR threatened, can be oppoſed only to the 
life which the almighty CREATOR gave. 

4h. Be it ſo—The CREATOR gave, and man 
poſſeſſed a life, incomparably more excellent than that 
which the pulſe imparts, or the beaſts enjoy. He poſ- 
ſeſſed a divine life ; which, according to the definition 
of the apoſtle, conſiſted in knowledge, in righteouſneſs, 
and true holineſs 1. This, —which was the Tiftin guiſh- 
ing glory, and the ſupreme felicity of his nature, — 
this, alas ! was extinct. | | | 

His underſtanding, originally enlightened with wiſ- 
dom, was clouded and — with ignorance. 
— His heart, once filled with religious veneration, and 
warmed with heavenly love, became alienated from 
GOD his MAKER.—His paſſions and appetites, in- 
ſtead of moving on, in orderly array, according to the 
beauteous meaſures of truth and duty, grew muti- 
nous; ſhook off the government of reaſon ; and ran 
wild into the moſt lawleſs extravagancies.—In a word, 
'the whole moral frame was unhinged, disjointed, 
broken. 

Ther. What cauſe have you to ſuppoſe, that all this 

miſery was either included in the threatening or intro- 
duced by the fall? | ; 
Asp. The ignorance of fallen Adam was palpable. 
Witneſs that abſurd attempt to hide himſelf from the 
eye of OMNISCIENCE, among the trees of the 
garden,—His averſion to the all-gracious GO D was 
equally plain, Otherwiſe he would never have fled 
from his MAKER; but rather have haſted, and on 
the wings of delire, into the place of the divine ma- 
nifeſtation. 

A ſtrange variety of diſorderly paſſions || were evi- 
dently predominant in his breaſt,—Pride ; for he re- 


Gen. il, 17, 
Innocence, that as a veil 
Had ſhadow'd them from knowing ill, was gone, 
Juſt confidence, and native righteouſneſs. 
| MIL r. book IX. 1054. 


1 1 Eph; iv. 24. 
I. Milton, ſpeaking of the unhappy pair, and deſcribing the 
conſequences of their fall, ſays, | 


a Mor only tears + —.— 
Rain d at their eyes ; but high winds within 


— 
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| ſure, the crime of diſobedience. 


Col. iii. 10. 
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fuſes to acknowledge his guilt, though he cannot bye 
own the fact.—[ngratitade ; for he obliquely upbraid; 
the CREATOR with his gift, as though it had hee, 
a ſnare, rather than a bleſſing; The wwoman whom th Ou 


gaveſt me. —Want of natural affettion ; for he endea. 


vours to caſt all the blame upon the weaker veſſel; 
and to acquit his obnoxious ſelf, by impeaching the 
wife of his boſom. —The female criminal acts the ſame 
unhumbled part; neither takes ſhame to. herſelf; ng 
ha glory to G OD, nor puts up a lingle petition 
Or pardon. 

As all theſe diſaſters enſued upon the breach of the 
commandment ; they furniſh us, I think, with the 
beſt key to open the meaning of the prohibitory ſane. 
tion. They prove, beyond any argument, that ſpiri. 
tual death, and all its conſequences, were comprehend. 
ed in the extent of the thteatening. 

Ther. How could one act of diſobedience produce 
fuch deſtructive effects? eraſe the fair image of the 
GODHLEAD ; and ſtamp the monſter, ſtamp the very 
devil in its ſtead ?—and ſo ſmall an act of diſobedience 
too! 

Aſp. The prohibition, if you pleaſe, was ſmall, not 
fo the tranſgreſſion. It was committed againſt the 
cleareſt knowledge of duty, and the ſtrongeſt obliga- 
tions to obedience. It argued ingratitude for the 
richeſt favours, and unbelief of the moſt ſolemn de- 
clarations, It was an act of the moſt horrid preſump. 
tion in the creature, and of the moſt impious rebellion 
againſt the CREATOR. 

As to the ſmallneſs, or rather the gentle and benign 
import of the command, this aggravates beyond mea- 
Alluding to the 
words once addreſſed to the Syrian general, we ma 


juſtly expoſtulate, — © O thou Adam, if thy LOR 


had bid thee do ſome great thing *, in ſubmiſſion 
* to his high authority, and out of gratitude for his 
„ unſpeakable goodneſs, oughtſt thou not to have 
% done it? How much more, when he ſays to thee? 
«© —Freely eat of all, except this ſingle tree. Thou- 
« /ands, thouſands of honours, privileges, and gifts be 
„ thine; only ene acknowledgment 5 thy ſubjection, 
* mine; and that the eaſieſt which thy heart can wiſh, 
or even thy fancy conceive.” 

You aſk, How could one act of diſobedience produce 
ſuch deſtructive effects ?—I anſwer, the reality of the 
fact, in numberleſs inſtances of material nature, is 
plain to a demonſtration ; while the manner of operation 
remains an impenetrable ſecret. Every child perceives 


the former? Newton himſelf is at a loſs for the latter. — 


For which reaſon, I have always thought it better to 
believe what G O D has taught, than attempt to ex- 


plain what GOD has concealed. Let us forego this 


curious, perhaps fruitleſs inquiry ; and fubſtitute a re- 
mark, which naturally ariſes from the ſubject, and may 
conſiderably — our minds. 
Ther. Edify! 
able and afflictive notion ed:fying? Can any generous 
fruit ſpring from ſuch a penurious ſoil ? 
Aſp. Samſon, I believe, had no expectation of find- 
ing any thing valuable in the relics of his {lain lion. 
But, to his agreeable diſappointment, there was honey 
in the carcaſe f. If our doctrine appear ghaſtly as the 
one, it may yield a benefit ſeweet as the other. 


From hence we may learn (what, when rightly 


Began to riſe ; high paſſions, anger, hate, 
Miftruſt, ſuſpicion, diſcord, and ſhook ſore © 
Their inward ſtate of mind; calm region once, 
And full of peace; now toſs'd and turbulent? 
For underſtanding ruPd not, and the will 
Heard not her lore! but, in ſubjection now 

To ſenſual appetite, who from beneath © 
Uſurping, over ſovereign reaſon claim'd 
Superior ſway. | 


* 2 Kings v. 13, 


Book IX. 1121. 
F Judg. xiv, 8. 


it poſlibie to render this diſhonour- 


„ — . rr 
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der tulips, though 


is more ſerviceable than all the ſciences) the 

no * AL of ſin.— When volcanos open their 
tremendous jaws, and diſgorge à fic 2 inundation, 
they confine their fury to a ſingle territory. When 
ſumine lifts her mildewed hand, and deſtroys the ſup- 
Arts of animal life, ſhe is content with ruining a 
Fin dom or a nation;,—W hen War drenches his ſword 
in blood, or the Pe/tilence impregnates the air with 
oiſon ; they allo, even they obſerve ſome limits, 
and never make the whole compaſs of nature the 
{cene of their ravages. — But Sin levelled its blow at 
the whole human race. SIN poured contagion, and 
ſpread deſtruction, through all countries, and all 
ages. One ſingle act of fin brought confuſion and a 


curſe upon the material, and miſeries, finite millions 
of miſeries, on the rational world *.—How then 
ſhould we fear this moſt pernicious of all evils! with 
what carefulneſs guard againſt its inſidious allure- 
ments! with what reſolution fly from its killing ca- 


relles ! 


Ther. I muſt obſerve, that you take for granted, 
what remains to be proved. For, ſuppoſing your ac- 
count true with regard to Adam ; ct how docs this 
allect his children? Why muſt all his poſterity be 
contaminated, becauſe their forefather has payer the 
prodigal Such a heavy charge againſt the whole body 
of mankind will not be admitted, without very cogent 

roofs. 5 | 

Aſp. The proofs are cogent ; perhaps irrefragable.— 
Reaſon offers to turn evidence in the caſe. Reaſon, in 
concurrence with revelation, demands, Who can brin 
a clean thing out of an unclean f? It the fountain be 
polluted, how can the ſtreams be pure? and if the 
root is corrupt, *tis impoſſible to conceive, how the 
branches ſhould be ſound, or the fruit good }. 

The ſcriptural teſtimonies are almoſt innumerable; 
They pour their evidence from every quarter; and 
n not two or three only, but a whole cloud of 
witneſſes. GOD made man upri ght, ſays the royal preach- 


er; the human nature in its primitive ſtate was with- 


out any wrong bias. But at, and ever ſince the firſt 
tranſgreſſion, they have found out and followed many 
perverſe inventions . | | | 
Ther. I don't deny, but multitudes of people, ſe- 
duced by bad example, or betrayed by their own inad- 
vertency, have departed from the rule of 3 have, 
as the wiſe man affirms, tried many fooliſh experi- 
ments to acquire happineſs, and deviſed as many idle 
excuſes for their folly. But this is no ſuch irrefra- 
able proof, that they were originally bad. It only 
mplies, that, not taking proper heed to their ways, 
they warped from their native uprightneſs. As 7 
perfectly beautiful at preſent, if not 
attended with the neceſſary cultivation, will degenerate 
into homely flowers; and, at length, be no better 
than tawdry weeds. al 
. No, my friend. Iniquity is not an adventi- 
tious thing, catched from example, or contracted by 
careleſſneſs. Theſe may increaſe, but theſe do not oc- 
* St Chryſeſtem calls the firſt tranfgreſſion, » Tere vu 
aaf. Which is, in a manner, tranſlated by Milton, who, 
ſpeaking of the ſame tragical act, ſays, | 


— — It 
Brought death into the world, and all our wa. 
I Job xiv. 4. | 

Milton has anticipated Theron's objection; and, in Adam's 
ſoliloquy, very judiciouſly, ſolved it, | | 
| Ah! why ſbould all mankind, Sk 
Fer one man's fault, thus guiltleſs be condemn'd, 
If guiltleſs? But from me what can proceed 
But all corrupt, both body and mind deprav'd ; 
Not to do only, but to will the fame © ; 
Ilith me ? How can they acquitted fland 
In fight of GOD? 

|| Ecch, vii. 29. 
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— 
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caſion, the moral malady. A ſinful diſpoſition is as 
early as our being; the very mould in which all our 
faculties are caſt. David bears very expreſs teſtimony 
to this humbling truth. Behold / (He ſets his N. I. 
upon the paſſage. *Tis a ſad, but certain fact; ſuch 
as ſhould never depart from my memory, nor ever 
be omitted in my confeſſions; and is much to be re- 
garded by every reader.) I was ſhapen in wickedneſs, 
and in fin did my mother concerve me * As though he 
had faid, —* Alas! LORD, this crime, though ex- 
e tremely horrid, is but a little part of my guilt: 
< I have not only ſinned in practice, but I am totally 
« and univerſally corrupt in my very nature.” 

This he acknowledges, not to extenuate his offence; 
but. to lay open his exceſſive vileneſs. And indeed it 
is not poſſible to form a right judgment of ourſelves, 
or to be duly humbled before G O D, unleſs we add the 
depravation of our nature to the tranſgreſſions of our 
life. Juſt as it is impoſſible to diſcera what monſtrous 
arid voracious animals lie hid in the ocean, if we only 
glance an eye upon the ſurface of the waters. 

Ther. This, you know, was written by the royal 
penitent, under the pangs of ſevere remorſe. Does 
not a ſenſe of his enormous iniquity, together with 
the apprehenſion of divine wrath, make his hand 
ſhake, and lead him to aggravate features ?—Or ſup- 
pole it were true of the adulterous king; is it equal 
applicable to others, who have eſcaped ſuch jake pol- 
lutions? PHE PI RS ee 
. Aſp. It is no exaggerating draught, but a faithful 
delincation ; and exactly repreſents every child of 
Adam. — It was written with the utmoſt deliberation z 


and therefore is introduced with that call for peculiar 


attention, Bed And, though David was ſcanda- 
louſly criminal in his ntrigye with the wife of Uriah; 
yet the general tenor of his life was not only irre- 


K e but nei Who ſo zealous for the 
0 


ouſe of his G O D, or ſo devoted an admirer of the 


divine word? His heart was an altar; ever flaming 


with heavenly love ; and his tongue a trumpet, to 
ſound the praiſes of JEH OV AH through all gene- 
rations.—And if he had reaſon to make this abaſing 
confeſſion, who is the perſon that can think himſelt 
aggrieved by ſharing in the imputation n 
One of our moſt eminent martyrs +, when he heard 
of any malefactor condemned to ſuffer an ignominious 
death, uſed to lay his hand upon his breaſt, and fay,— 
The ſeeds of all thoſe villanies, which brought that 
„ unhappy wretch to the gibbet, were ſown here. And; 
if they haye not ſprung up into the ſame deteſtable 
* deeds, unto divine grace, unto divine grace alone, 
“ be all the glory!“ £5 ks 
| Ther, Your martyrs had honeſt hearts; but not al- 
ways the cleareſt heads. I admire their zeal, and re- 
verence their memories ; but I can no more receive 


their opinion as an oracle, than I can be perſuaded to 


worſhip their relics. _ 3 > 
Aſp. Thavenointentian to palm Popery on my friend; 


nor apy deſire to calumniate the human ſpecies. If it 
| particular cha- 
rater, how much more unjuſtiſiable to triduce our 


be gy gs and ſinful to aſperſe a 


nature in general ! | | | Warts 
My account, dark and diſguſtful as it is, ſands 


confirmed by a higher authority than any private opi- 
from an unive ys of. 


nion. It is confirmed 
mankind, taken by the eye of the CRE AT UR im- 


ſelf, and left upon record in the books of revelation. 
De LORD looked down from heaven upon the children 
7 men, to fee if there were any that did underſtand, and 
eek after GO D. What is the reſult of this grand in- 

be 1nfallibly . 

en to be 


quiry? It muſt, without all peradventure, 
true : becauſe G O D's inſpection is too ke 
eluded, and his judgment too im 


This is the report, made by the infinitely-wiſe O B. 
500 Mr Brodferd. 


Pal. Ii. 5. 
TSS 


( 


— 
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SERVER: They are all gone aſide, they are altogether 
become filthy *; there is none that doth good, no not one. 

Ther. This, I apprehend, is the character of thoſe 
beſotted creatures, thoſe moſt egregious of all fools, 
who ſay, There is no GOD. Jo them the p/alm re- 
lates, and to them the abandoned character 1s appro- 
priated. They have it, if I may ſo ſpeak, cum privi- 
legio. 

Aſp. It is meant rather of practical, than of ſpecu- 
lative Atheiſts ; who ſay, not exp/icitly with their 
mouths, but implicitly in their hearts, There is no 
GOD; who live, as if there was no ALL-SEEING 
EYE, to take cogniſance of their preſent conduct ; 
no Supreme JU D G. E, to call them to a future 
reckoning.— And I dare appeal to yourſelf, though 
perhaps the fondeſt of fathers, whether this inſtance of 
fooliſhneſs is not bound up in the hearts of our children f:! 
nay, whether it be not natural to us all, both in youth 
and manhood, to forget our CREATOR? 

In this caſe, Theron, there is no monopoly. Your 
right and mine are too ſtrongly eſtabliſhed by experi- 
ence, and too clearly expreſſed in the preceding ſcrip- 
ture, to admit of any controverſy.—lt there were any 
that underſtood—They are a/ gone out of the way 
There is none that doth good—No, not one. Could 
any conveyancer in Europe have contrived a form of 
words, more fully to aſcertain our unhappy title ? 

Ther. There may be ſome texts in ſcripture, which 
ſeem to countenance your aflertion. But theſe refer 
to the worſt of men, in the worſt of times. And can 
you, with any juſtice, aſcribe the properties of a few 
reprobates to the whole ſpecies ! 

Aſp. This very paſſage, and others of a like import, 
are adopted by St Paul, and applied both to Fews and 
Gentiles ; with this profeſſed delign, that every mouth 
may be ſtopped, and all the world may be found guilty | be- 
fore GOD. Which evinces, I ffiould think, beyond 
all doubt, the univerſality of its extent. 

If to the univerſality, we add the antiquity of this 
fact, it will bear the two grand characteriſtics of truth. 
Far from being a novel opinion, it was received as a 
maxim, in the early age of Job. What is man, that 
he ſhould pretend to be clean © and be that is born of a 
woman, that he ſhould preſume to be righteous ? righ- 
teous before the infinitely JUST and HOLY ONE! 
Behold ! he putteth no truſt in his ſaints, though the 
moſt exalted of all intelligent beings. Tea, the heavens, 
thoſe brighteſt parts of the material creation, are not 
clean in his fight. How much more abominable and filthy is 
man ||? who drinketh iniquity ; though loathſome to 


* P/al. xiv. 2. 3. The two original words Ne Y are 
metaphorical expreſſions; taken from ines, that are become 
ſour, —and meats, that are in a ſtate of putrœſaction. I believe, 


it is impoſſible to find images, more ſtrongly expreſſive of a to- 


tal depravity, and of the utmoſt degeneracy, | 

1 Prov. xxii. 15. Let none think, that by foali/bneſs the 
ſacred writer means only thoſe /illy- tricks, which difcover a 
weakneſs of underſtanding in children. Solomon's fool is not 
the idiot, but the ſinner ; and the folly ſtigmatized throughout 
the Proverbs, denotes, not à failure in the intellectual, but 
in the religious and moral character, | | 

The words, in this paſſage, are peculiarly forcible. Facli/b- 
neſs is in the heart; \mplanted in the very nature; ſunk deep 
into the inmoſt faculties :—and not only ſunk deep, but adheres 


almoſt inſeparably : NM is wrapt, tied, and bound; twines 


like the ivy, and is rooted like the oak. K 2 
1 1 Rom. ili. 19. Trodiuec v, 66 May become guilty,” does 
not ſd exactly anſwer. the ſcope of the context, neither does it 


ſo ſolidly eſtabliſh the apoſtle's argument, as * may be found 


46 guilty * be fully convicted, and apparently liable to moſt. 
juſt condemnation.—Thoſe things were written of old, and 


were quoted by St Paul, not to render men criminal, but „ ir le 


rove them. ſo. 


7 552 Av. 14. 18, 16, The immaculate purity of che bleſſed 
GOD, 


and the utter depravity of fallen man, are points of 
ſa great importance in the ſcriptural ſyſtem of divinity, that 
they are inculcated no leſs than three times, within the compaſs 
of this ſingle haok; und by much the /ame noble eontraſt of 
ſtriking images; chap, iv. 17. 18. KV. 14 15. 16, xxv. 4. 5+ 6. 


G OD, and worſe than poiſon to his on ſoul ; vet 
drinketh it /ike rater ; without any heſitation or the 
leaſt fear, with an cager and profuſe delight, 

This, you will oblerve, was alleged in a diſpute, 
carried on with no ſmall vehemency ; yet is admitted. 
on all hands, as unexceptionably true.—Be pleaſed 
alſo to take notice, that the charge is not confined to 
ſome very notorious ſinners, but is laid againſt the 
whole body of mankind. Whatever figure they may 
make, each in his own conceit ; they are all deſcribed 
in the word of G O D., —as beings, infatiably athirſt 
after evil; from objects, that we cannot endure to 
behold, or cannot behold without abhorrence &. Sue 
is man by nature! People muſt have eyes very dif- 
ferent from mine, to diſcern any dignity in this 


draught, 


Ther, As to innate dignity, we will let it pak, 
But this I muſt infiſt upon, and ſeveral writers of the 
firſt repute are on my ſide, — That we enter the ſtage 
of life, in a ſtate of indifference either to good or evil: 
— That the affections are like a balance, nicely poiſed 
and preponderating neither one way nor the other: 
— The whole foul, like a ſheet of fair paper, 1s equally 
ſuſceptible of ſtrait or crooked lines; and will as rea- 
dily receive the amiable features of an angel, as the 
hideous deformity of a devil. | 

Aſp. With regard to your firſt illuſtration, —The 
ſimile, I think, confutes the ſentiment. For to be in 
ſuſpenſe whether we ſhall love the LORD our GOD, 
the giver of all good, and the ſource of all perfec- 
tion; this, ſurely, muſt be condemned as an irreli- 
17 temper.— This is a criminal halting between 

OD and Baal. —A neutrality, which is no better 


than hoſtility. 


I fear, the writers you mention, pay but little de- 
ference to the inſpired volume. Our eſcutcheon is v 
differently blazoned in that oflice of ſpiritual heraldry. 
A tranſgreſſor 22 the womb +, is one of our heredi- 


tary titles. 


ranſgreſſors we are by ſtrong internal 


propenſity, even before we tranſgreſs in outward act. 

bſerve the young hawthern plants, which have un- 
folded tlieir green leaves, in yonder nurſery; but 
have ſcarce learned to ſpread the gay bloſſom. Is 
there in thoſe an equal aptitude to produce the luſcious 
Juicy grape, or their own coarſe and huſky berry? 


By no means, They-will 


(unleſs grafted with ſome 


enerous cyon) certainly, univerſally, conſtantly bear the 
Wot harſh pay with cheir ee eg e 
will the human mind, if not renewed by the 8 PIR it 
of CHRIST, branch out into ungodly tempers, 
and bring forth wicked practices. 

Ther. The nobleman, mentioned, by Xenophon |, 
when overcome by an alluring temptation, deviſed, 
for his excuſe, the notion of two ſouls; one that in- 
clined hun to vice; another that prompted him to 
virtue. This was a moderate caricatura ||, compared 
with my friend's. He will allow nothing regular or 
graceful in the human heart. Lou have metamor- 


phoſed the maſterpiece of 


the creation into ſuch a 


deformed object, as may juſtly render him a terror to 
himſelf, Can there be a groſſer libel upon the CRE A- 


* The original words are dnn 2y713—Onc is uſed to ſignify 
that abominable practice, which the A:gyptians could not bear 
to ſee, Exod. vii. ver. 22. Heb. Bib. ver. 26. Engl. Bib. — The 


ing. 


other denotes an object too /qualid to be viewed without loath- 


+ I. xlviii, 8: A truth ſo apparent and undeniable, that 


Seneca could not but diſcern it, 


ough he was an unenlightened = 


the proud Stoic ſect. Hac conditione nati ſumus, animalia 06- 


c. 9. 


A term uſed by the Halian 
blance herrid, or ridiculous. 


noxia non pauctoribus animi quam corporis morbis. De ira. lib. II. 


+ Cyroped. lib. VI. 


painter, to ſignify a reſem- 


Dial od l 8 


1 on, ora greater diſcouragement to our fellow-crea+ 
tures? eee ate 
| If this be a diſtorted piece, what will you call 
2 —— deſcription? GOD ſaw that the wick» 
dneſs of man was great pon the earth; and that every 
— ination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
2 *.— This, perhaps, may be reckoned a-more 
monſtrous drawing ſtall. Yet it came from that hand, 
which painted the canopy of the ikies, and touched 
all the pictures of nature into ſuch inimitable perfec- 
* let us examine the moſt diſtinguiſhing fea- 
tures in this draught.—Not barely the works of his 
hand, or the words of his tongue, but the imagina- 
tims of his heart, are evil, The contagion has ſpread 
itſelf through the inner man. It has tainted the ſeat 
of his principles, and the ſource of his actions 4.-—Is 
there not, you wall ſay, ſome mixture of good? No; 
they are only evil. There is no hopeful tendency« Not 
o much as a little leaven of piety, that may have a 
chance to difluſe itſelf, and meliorate the whole lumps. 
hut are there no lucid intervals? No happy mo- 
ments, when virtue gains the aſcendency ? None: he 
is only evil continually. The uſurpation of fin is total, 
and its tyranny perpetual, ; 

What 1 have advanced, therefore, is no libel upon 
the CREAT O R's benignity : becauſe it is the very 
echo of his own determination. Neither is it fo pro- 
perly diſcouraging, as humbling and alarming to our 
tellou- creatures. Humbling, to make us ſenſible of 
our ruin; alarming, to make us deſirous of a recovery. 

Ther. Is not the deſcription which you have produ- 
ced, peculiar to the men of that wicked generation; 
whoſe guilt was as unparallelled, as their puniſhment ? 

4/þ. It is applicable both to them and their ſucceſſors. 
The wiſdom of G OD repeats the charge, and fixes 
t upon the race, which ſurvived the flood f. The 
depravity of human nature continued, nor could the 
waters of an univerſal deluge purge it away. 80 
decp, alas! is the ſtain, and ſo incorrigible the viru- 
lency, of original corruption, that it will yield to 
nothing ;—to nothing will it yield, but to the wwaſhin 
of regeneration, and renewing of the HQLT GHOST}. 
Till this takes place, every heart of man muſt wear 
the prophet's ſtigmatizing motto, Deceitful above all 
things, and deſperately wicked. | 

Ther. This paſſage, I am informed, is not rightly 
tranllated; eſpecially in the laſt expreſſion. The He- 
brew original does not bear ſo hard upon the human 
character, as the Exgliſb verſion. | | 

Ajp. You allow then, that the heart is decertful. 


And of this we have a glaring proof in the conduct of 


Hazael. He thought it impofſlible, that he ſhould ever 
91 gag 7 fuch horrid barbarities, as the prophet fore- 
aw. Is thy ſervant a dog, that he ſhould do this great 
thing 1? Yes, Hazael ; however thou mayſt ima- 
gine thyſelf gentle as a lamb, thou art fierce as a dog, 


* Gen. vi. LL 
+ The original is very nice in its ſtructure, and no leſs em- 
phatical in its meaning, —19 The heart, or grand principle 
MIU. the thoughts of the heart, or the various actings of 
that principle | 
produce and reſult of thoſe aftings ; namely, deſires and affec- 
tons, counſels and purpoſes.—Not one, a few only, or the 
_ greateſt part, but all theſe are evil. | 
Gen. viii, 21, Where, I think, the particle »y is uſed in 
the adverſative, not the cauſal ſignification; and ſhould be 
rendered though, rather than far. — Where it ſeems likewiſe, 
that the forbearance of the righteous G O P, is aſcribed to 
the great atonement ; typified by Noab's burnt-gfferings, and 
expreiled by St Paal in his epiſtle to the Epheſeans ; who pro- 
bably alludes to this paſſage, The LO RD ſmelled a ſweet, fas 
vour, and the LORD ſaidin his heart, I will nat again curſe 
| the earth any mare for man's ſake, though the imagination of 
man's heart be evil from his youth, Eph. v. 2. 


| Tit. Wi. . 1 2 Nigg, vii. 3. 


the imagination of the thoughts, or the 


XI. | ; 


and ſavage as a tyger.—Which was moſt terribly de- 
monſtrated by the event. dg 21/3 ' (it 

Suppoſe we tranſlate the other word ſomewhat 
more accurately. The little alteration will be of leſs 
ſervice to your cauſe. Inſtead of deſpergtely wicked, 
you may, if you. pleaſe, read deplorably diſordered . 


This is the exact import of the phraſe. At is a meta- 
phor derived from a very diſtempered body, In which, 
the whale head is ſick, and the whole heart faint,. From 
the crown of whale head, ta the ſole of whole feet, there 


is nothing but conſuming diſeaſe, and enfeebling lan- 


guors f.— The rules of ciwity may ſet a ſpecious yars 
niſh on the converſation. But until grace, ſanctify- 
ing grace adminiſters the remedy, the moſt: civilized 
heart will be like the pale emaciated cheek, that is 
poorly enlivened with paint, | 5 

Ther. What ſay the writers of the New Teſtament? 
Is not their way of thinking more liberal and benign ? 
If human nature wore to hideous an aſpect, under 
the legal diſpenſation; ſince the coming of our LORD, 
and the publiſhing of his goſpel, one may expect an 
improved and more pleaſing face of things, | 

Aſp. Human nature in every period of time, and 
under every diſpenſation of religion, is ſtill the /ame. 


It was the SPIRIT of CHRIST who indited the 


Old Teſtament, and he cannot vary from himſelf, in 
the declarations of the New. | | 
am very much inclined to believe, that all the bo- 
dily diſeaſes, which our divine PHYSICIAN healed, 
during his abode on earth, were ſo many emblematical 
repreſentations of Spiritual diſorders, which, like cer- 
tain family · diſtempers, may be ſaid to run in the blood 


of all mankind.— Will you give me leave, Theron, to 
explain myſelf? I don't like to ingroſs the diſcourſe. 


Yet I would willingly enlarge upon this ſubject. | 

Ther. By all means. The laws of argument, ſepa» 
rate from the indulgencies of friendſhip, give you a 
warrant to urge, whatever may ſupport your cauſe. 
—Belides, I {hall bs glad to hear your ſentiments up- 
on a point ſo curious. 


A/p. The poor leper, covered with noiſome ſores, is 
the very picture of a polluted ſinner. Was the one, for 
his contagious i ities, ſeparated from the ſociety 


of his fellow-citizens ? So ſhall the other, for his abo- 
minable uncleannefs, be baniſhed from the beatific pre- 
ſence, unleſs he be cleanſed by the blood, and juſtified 
by the righteouſneſs of JESUS. 
You the condition of that creature, 
who was born blind. His eyes rolled, but rolled in 
yain, to find the dawning ray. Such is the benighted 
ate of the human mind, till almighty GOODNESS 
command the ſcales of ignorance tp fall off, and pour 
heavenly day through all the intellectual faculti 
Then, and not till then, we begin to know the holi- 
neſs, the juſtice, the adorable excellencies of GOD. 
We lee the ſublime purity of his law, and the ex- 
treme depravity of our own hearts. We are brought 
acquainted with the tranſcendent glories of our NE. 
DEEMER's perſon, and apprehend that moſt com- 
fortable ery of his ſubſtitution in aur ſtead, We 
diſcern the inctfable perfection of his merits, and the 
divinely-rich frecnefs of his 2 Truths, incom- 
rably more delightful to the foul, 
ectable ſcenes _ | 
The paralytic's gnzrvated limbs too truly repreſent 
the impotence of our nature. Was he unable to grind 
at a mill, to run in a race, or to turn himſelf on his 


+ Vi. 6. Agreeable to this doctrine, — to/this_ 


metaphor, is the confeſſion of our liturgy, Thereit no health in un. 
1 This, and the preceding particulars, are laſſons af the laſt 
28 in che Chriftian ſchool. The knowledge of them 

erves to be moſt ſplicitouſly ſought, both by attentive! con- 


| templat — — For to know them, is to be 
| Truly wiſe; io be Aby chem, is to be fang happy 


TTY 


than all the de- 
creation are to the fight. nr 


— . « m1 — - 


— — _ 
— — 


1 4 „* 7 
— e * — 
= —— — — * 
— — — — — oO bs — == — —— — — 
— — 8 = \ = 


. 
bed ? So unable are we to fight the good fight of faith, 
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to exerciſe the graces of Chriſtianity, or even to turn 
ourſelves unto GO D.—Do not you, my friend, expe- 
rience ſomething of this inability ? For my part, I muſt 
lay my hand on my breaſt, and daily, hourly, con- 
feſs, The palſy is here. Though not altogether dead 
« in ſin, (blefled be CHRIST JESUS, and his 
« quickening SPIRIT !), yet how languid is my zeal, 
„ how enfechled my indultry, in the great affair of 
« everlaſting ſalvation !—I would fain believe, and 
« with a full aflurance of faith, the promiſes of the 
% unchangeable JEHOVAH. But how often do I 
e ſtagger through unbelief I would fain love, and 
« with the warmeſt gratitude, my ever-mercitul and 
“ moſt beneficent GOD. But oh! what coldneſs be- 
4 numbs my affections I with to be humble in every 
e thought, heavenly in all my defires, and wholly re- 
% ſigned to the divine will. But, alas! my ſufficiency 
« for theſe things is like the Haccid ſinew, or the 
« withered arm.“ 

It would be endleſs to particularize all the maladies, 
which were emblems of our miſery, and the triumphs 
of our LORD's power. Let me only remark, — 
That their bodies were afflicted with a /ingle diſorder ; 
our ſouls labour under a complication of evils.— They 
felt their affliction, and were deſirous, importunately 
deſirous of relief. We are, till awakened from above, 
inſenſible of our calamitous caſe. We add, to all our 
other indiſpolitions, a ſtupefying lethargy, or an ex- 
travagant delirium. 

Ther. Such allegorical expoſitions of ſcripture are 
pretty enough. But I preſume, you yourſelf cannot 
reckon them demonſtrative. For my own part, I muſt 
appeal from the ſurmiſes of fancy, to the verdict of 
reaſon. 

2 I cannot think, that the allegorical ſenſe, when 
ſoberly introduced, is 1 our regard, or with- 
out its weight. However, I have no deſign to pre- 
clude your appeal. —Will the avowed, will the reite- 
rated deciſion of an apoſtle, ſatisfy my friend, and be 
admitted as the verdict of reaſon ?—St Paul has decla- 
red of himſelf, In me, that is, in my fleſb, or unrenew- 
ed nature, dwelleth no good * ; no temper, nor 10 
much as any good deſire.— Elſewhere he affirms, that 
the carnal mind, or unregenerate ſoul, is not ſubject to 
the law of GOD ; nay, is an enemy, or rather enmity 
itſelf 4,—againſt what ?—Againſt fin? That were a 
noble antipathy.—Againſt the world? That were a 
laudable diſaffection. No; but againſt GOD and his 
law. Amazing perverſeneſs | to be enmity againſt 
GOD, who is boundleſs 1 axle and conſummate 

oodneſs. Enmity againſt his law, which is the tran- 
Lript of his amiable perfections, and the faultleſs mo- 
del of all virtue. 

Ther. This, I ſuppoſe, is the character of Saul the 
Phariſee, not of Paul the apoſtle ; deſcriptive of his 
condition, when he was a blaſphemer, a perſecutor, 
“ and injurious.” 

Ap. It relates not to himſelf alone, but is applicable 
to all who continue in a ſtate of nature.—The bleſſed 
AUTHOR of our being, ſpeaking of mankind in 
general, ſays, That he is even fleſh | : mere fleſh, alto- 
gether fleſh ; his very ſoul, and all its powers, are 
wholly inſlaved to fleſhly appetites.—The beneficent 
RESTORER of our happineſs pronounces the ſame 
* Rom. vii. 18, + Rom. viii. 7. 

4 Gen, vi. 3. The word fleſb, by which the all-wiſe CRE- 
ATOR characterizes man, ſignifies, in the ſacred writings, 
whatever is diſbonourable in itſelf, provoking to GOD, or intro- 


ductory to the ruin of man, —The works of the — are a com- 
pendium of all iniquity, Gal. v. 19. 20. 21,—To walk after the 


feſb, is the very reverſe of walking in the SPIRIT; diametri- 
cally oppoſite to the divine law and true holineſs, Rom. viii. 


4.—-To be carnally minded, or to have the influence, the ſa- 
vour, the reliſh of the fleſh (ppm caprec) predominant in our 
minds, is the ſpiritual death of the ſoul ; and a preſage of eter- 
nal death, both in body and ſoul, Rom. viii. 6, 


A N D 
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ſentence, in the very ſame words : 
of the fleſh, is fleſh * : the faculties, which men recciy 
by their natural birth, have a carnal bias; incline 2 
nothing, but ſordid pleaſures and ignoble purſuits m 
Our SAVIOUR reinculcates the admonition and 
illuſtrates it by a very remarkable alluſion. You can- 
not forget his anſwer to a procraſtinating diſciple; 1+ 
the dead bury their dead + : intimating, that as many 20 
are unſanctiſied by the HOLY GHOST, though 
poſſeſſed of an animal, are deſtitute of the divine li 
are no more fit for the kingdom of heaven, for its _ 
verſe or its joys, than a pale corpſe in the coffin, or 
dry bones in 
act any ſecular buſineſs, | 

St Paul ſets the ſeal of heaven to this momentous 
truth, in various paſſages of his epiſtles. From a mul. 
titude let me ſelect one, and recommend it to your ſe. 
rious conſideration. Tou that were ſometime alienated 
and enemies the Colgſſians, and all mankind were alie- 
nated from the living GOD ; had no truc knowledge 
of him; and, what is worſe, had no ſincere deſire af. 
ter him. Nay, they were not only ſtrangers, but e. 
nemies; in a ſtate of hoſtility to his holy nature and 
heavenly will. —What can expreſs a greater degene. 
racy? Nothing, unleſs it be the following clauſe: 475 
a mind intent upon wicked works t; a mind, not only ;- 
verſe to all good, but paſſionately prone to all evil, 

Ther. A few picked paſſages, of a figurative import, 
and artfull cogged by ſome dextrous interpretation, 
may ſeem to ſupport your cauſe. 

45 Ah! Theron, there is no need to uſe ſleight of 
hand. He that runs, may read this doctrine in the 
ſacred authors. It is interwoven with the whole ſerics 
of their Hiſtorical, and makes a profeſſed part of their 
practical writings: 

What is more common with the inſpired penmen, 
than to expreſs a profligate courſe of lite, by /«/lowir 
our own imaginations, and walking in our own . 
When immorality and licentiouſneſs were predom+ 
nant in ael; knew no reſtraints, and kept ne 
bounds ; how does the unerring hiſtorian deſcribe 
this horrible ſtate of things? Every one did that which 
was right in his owt. eyes ||. Nothing can more ſtrongly 
imply the extreme depravity of mankind, than ſuch a 
phraſeology : which makes it one and the ſame thing, 
to purſue our natural inclinations, and to act the a-. 
bandoned ſinner. | 

St Jude cannot write a few lines, but he muſt touch 
upon this ſubject; muſt teach this humbling leſſon. | 
Senſual |, he ſays, not having the SPIRIT. Accord: 
ing to his eſtimate, not to be actuated by the power 
of eſpecial grace, is to remain under the dominion of 
ſenſuality. If we may credit this ſervant of CHRIST, | 
every man, while unrenewed by the divine SPIRIT, 
is governed by fleſh and ſenſe. Can any man then pre- 
tend to be originally free from the influence-of cor- 
ruption ? Eons 3 

St Paul exempts not himſelf, no, nor any of the 
higheſt ſaints, from the opprobrious charge: We all 
walked according to the defires of the fleſh and of the | 
mind. Which deſires in us, as well as in the idolatrous 
Heathens, were baſe, ſordid, and contaminatin 15 In- 
ſomuch that we, who are Fews by birth, who are 


John iii, 6. + Matth. viii. 22. 

t Col. i. 21. Te dee ty rolf tpyorg rot wompoie, mente malit operibus 
intenta. An eminent critic would thus point and thus tranſlate 

the words; and affigns, for his alteration, the following reaſon; | 

Mens enim dicitur eſſe in ea re, quam ſemper cogitat, ad quam 


eupidine fertur et inclinatur. DavenanT in loc.—Let the | 


words be pointed and tranſlated, either in this or the received 


manner, they ſpeak the language, and confirm the ſentiments, 


of this whole dialogue. | 


xiv. 1 6. " as Py 

+ Jude 19. The original. expreſſion is 4x-, and denotes 
perſons, who have no higher a principle, than the animal life, 
and the rational ſoul. 


e charnel-houſe, are qualified to tran. 


| Judg. xviii. 6.—See alſo Pſal. Ixxxi. 12. Eccl. xi. 9- Acts 
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| 
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OD by our new birth; even we were by 
d b e 97 wrath *, And if liable to wrath, 
rd doubtleſs, ſubject to depravity, and chargeable 
we Top What ſays St Fames* You have ſuppreſſed, 
and I had almoſt forgot, his teſtimony ; though it is 
ſo very pertinent to my purpoſe, and 1o very explicit 
in my favour. Men, who are made after the ſimilitude 
of GOD. he ſintilitude af G O D ſignifies, in the 
{cred books, thoſe moral endowments, which diſtin- 
guiſh the poſſeſſor both from the brute and the devil. 
And if men are made after this image, if they are 
created with theſe endowments, where 1s your doc- 
trine of original ſin? ?! 3 
Aſp. I be an to flatter myſelf, that your objections 
were exhauſted. But, ſince I am miſtaken 1n this par- 
ticular, ſurely it muſt be as great a miſtake to imagine, 
that our apoſtle would maintain an opinion, fo repug- 
nant to the aforementioned texts, and ſo contrary to 
univerſal ohſervation. Do not you perceive th very 
reverſe true, with regard to your own children: Why 
do you addreſs them with ſuch tender entreatica fach 
warm exhortations, ſuch repeated arguments? hy 
do you allure them to duty by promiſes, and deter 
them from tranſgreſſion by threatenings? Is all this 
regimen, all this diſcipline, neceſſary for creatures that 
bear the holy image of GOD ? IL. 
They made after the fimilitude of GOD /—Then they 
have no need of the renewing influences of the HOLY 
GHOST, in caſe they live; and no nced of the atone- 
ment of CHRIS T's blood, in caſe they die. Would 
James the LO R D's brother alert ſuch an egregious 
error, as not only oppoſes a ſingle article, but under- 
mines the whole conſtitution of Chriſtianity ? ſets a- 
ſide the ſanctification of the divine SPIRIT, and 
the propitiation of the RE DEEME R's death f— 
Impoſſible for him to aſſert! impoſſible, I ſhould think, 
for us to ſuppoſe! e 
St James ſpeaks of a fact that is paſt ; ſpeaks of 
men collefively, as they were all included in their firſt 
parent. The paſſage, I apprehend, ſhould be tranſla- 
ted, not, men that are, but, men that were + created, 
&'c.—The ſcripture confiders Adam, as the common 
arent of us all; nay more, conſiders us all as exiſt- 
ing in our great progenitor. Which is ſo far from 
overthrowing, that it eſtabliſhes, the point in debate, 
For if we were all created after the {imilitude of GOD, 
in and with Adam; it muſt follow, that we all fell 
from our conformity to G O D, in and with Adam. 
And if ſo—let me for once retort my friend's interro- 
gatory—Where is not original {in ? ; | 
I 8am very ſure, it runs through our /itu/gy ; is an 
eſſential part of our articles ; and moſt ſtrongly deli- 
neated in our homilies. Shall I produce ſome of theſe 
teſtimonies, which are as clear, as they are copious ? 


Ther. No more of your teſtimonies, good Aſpaſio, 


Inform me rather, what advantages can accrue from 


your inculcating, or my adopting ſuch a doctrine. 
Suppoſe it were undenia pl true, diſagreeable truths, 
like diſagreeable objects, ſhould be conligned over to 
obſcurity, not obtruded upon our view.—On ſuch an 


occaſion, the reply of Themiſtocles ſhould be mine. 


One of the literati of Greece offered to communicate 
an elaborate and curious invention; 
which, his memory ſhould be ſo wonderfully ſtrength- 
ened, as to retain whatever he read or heard. My 


* Eph. ii. 3. Hoc uno loco, ſays BEza, quaſi fulmine, totus 
0, quantus quantus eft, profternitur. Neque enim naturam 
dicit læſam, ſed mortuam, per peccatum; ideoque iræ obnoxiam. 
+ Jam. iii. 9. That this is the preciſe ſignification of the 
participle y:orlas, may be gathered from 1 Tim. v. 9, where 
viſeua is tranſlated having been; and muſt neceſſarily refer, not 
to the preſent, but to the paſt condition of the widow, | 
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friend,“ replied the hero, © you quite miſtake the 
„ way to ſerve me. I want to learn the art, not of 
6 remembering, but of forgetting.” 5 
Ap. If to forget our diſeaſe, were a likely method 
to re/tore our health, I ſhould readily concur in your 
hero's way of thinking. As this will hardly be allow- 
ed, I cannot but judge it more adviſeable, to remem- 
ber our diſeaſe, "has we may inquire after a remedy. 

Ther. Where is this remedy to be had?  _ 

Aſp. Not on earth, but from heaven. — The ſchools 
of ſcience cannot diſcover it. The courts of kings 
are unable to procure it. The college of phyſicians 
know not how to, preſcribe it. But the goſpel of 
our ſalvation preſcribes, prepares, and diſpenſes it. 
The language of CHRIST in his holy word is, [ 


will bring her health and cure*. And the beginning of 


our cure is, to be ſenſible of aur diſorder: 

Hence we are taught to be humble. To review the 
catalogue of our actual tranſgreſſions; is a 8 
employ. But that which lays the ſoul in the lowe 
abaſement, is the conviction of inbred iniquity. This 
ſtrikes at the root of human vanity, and cuts aſunder 
the very ſinews of ſelf-conceit. Blindneſs in the uns 
derſtanding ; impotency in the will; diſorder in the 
affections ; theſe are not i/itants, but 4 inhabitants ; 
congenial with our frame, and ingrained in our con- 
ſtitution. How then—O! how can we be vain of our 
moral beauty, who have an hereditary defilement 
cleaving to all our faculties? Surely this muſt baniſh 
the Phariſee from our breaſt, and infpire us with the 
ſentiments of that ſincere penitent, Behold / I am vile 14 
muſt teach us the language of the abaſhed leper, Un- 
clean ! unclean / 1 N | 

Ther, I ſhould think, it would make us melancholy, 
rather than humble; ſerve to no other purpoſe, than 
to introduce an afflictive ſenſe of extreme wretcheds 
neſs, _ | > 

465 Did we intend to reſt here, your apprehenſions 
would be juſt. But we urge the doctrine of original 
corruption, as a preparative for the redemption of 
CHRIST. | | 

It is obſervable, that very few applied to the bleſſed 
FESUS in the days of his fleſh, but the ſons and 
daughters of affliction. The levee of that PRINCE 
of peace was crouded hy the lame; the blind, the diſ- 
eaſed. Theſe, being ſenſible of diſtreſs, and longing 
for relief, fell as humble ſupplicants at his feet. While 
others who were firm in their health, and gay in their 
ſpirits, rejected him with contemptuous ſcorn.—When 
we perceive © the plague of aur heart,” and feel thoſe 
worſe than ulcerous ſores, which overſpread our na- 
ture; we alſo ſhall ardently ſeek to the LORD our 
healer. When we find ourſelves ſubject to the curſe 
of the law, in bondage to the tyranny of Satan, and 
liable to everlaſting damnation ; then the divine PHY- 
SICLAN, and the divine REDEEMER will be precious 
indeed. Whereas, if we remain inſenſible of our mi- 
ſery, the goſpel, which is /aving health to the contrite 
ſoul, will be an unaffecting ſtory td gur ears. We 
may hear it, we may read it, as an amuſing narrative; 
but ſhall not receive it, as a ſovereign remedy. A 

Wer. Not receive the goſpel, 772 10 I hardly un- 
derſtand what you mean, I often ſtudy the goſpel; I 
believe it to be a divine reyelation ; and endeavour to 
follow its directions.—I look upon it, as containing 
the moſt reſined ſyſtem of morality ; as enforcing every 
virtue, by the ſtrongeſt motives; and recommending 
all, by the moſt perfect example. | 

Aſp. To which you ſhquld add,—as revealing th 
great MEDIATOR, who has fallilled all righteouf 


fer. xxxiii, G. | 
+ Called therefore » «von o aH aH, fin that b in me, 
Rom. vii. 17. | | „ os 


| Lev. au, 45. 


; 1 Job. xl. 4. 
31 
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neſs, to effect our Juſtification ; who has alſo the ful- 
neſs of the SPIRIT, to accompliſh our regeneration. 
Otherwiſe, what you mention, is infinitely ſhort of 
the goſpel.—It brings no glad tidings to fallen crea- 
tures. It adminiſters no ſuccour to ruined ſinners. It 
is like writing a copy for the blind, or ſetting a taſk 
to the diſabled ; which would rather be an inſult on 
their impotence, than a relief of their diſtreſs. 

The firſt particular I wave at prefent. Only let me 
aſk your opmion of the laſt ; which is a grand doc- 
trine, and a very diſtinguiſhing privilege of the go- 
ſpel. I mean the doctrine and the privilege of * 
ritual regeneration. Excluſive of which, all your en- 
deavours to poſſeſs virtue and practiſe morality, will 
be no better than endeavours to fly without wings, 
vr to run without feet. 

While unimpreſſed with a ſenſe of our original de- 
pravity, we ſhall probably fit down contented with 
ſome ſuperficial reformation, and not aſpire after a re- 
newal of the heart. Civility will paſs for ſanctity, and 
a temperate diſpoſition for a gracious habit. Why is 
the new birth, why are all the ſaving operations of 
the bleſſed SPIRIT, diſregarded by ſome, derided 
by others? Becauſe theſe perſons are inſenſible of 
their utter inability to all good, and of their abject 
ſlavery to all evil. Therefore they ſee no reaſon for 
this divine agency, or for that univerſal change. 

You alſo, my dear friend, while unacquainted with 
your natural corruption, cannot apprehend either the 
reaſonableneſs or the . of being renewed in the 
ſpirit of your mind x. But when experience has taught 
you the former, you will want no arguments to con- 
vince you of the latter. — Can creatures, who are 
blind in their underſtandings, difcern the things which 
belong to their eternal peace — Can creatures, who 
are dead in in, exerciſe the graces, or diſcharge the 
duties, of a Chriſtian life? Can creatures, whoſe 


» Eph. iv. 23. 


hearts are enmity againſt G OD, either delight to do 
15 wy here, or be meet for his beatific preſence here. 
ter 

Under the influence of ſuch convictions, that new ' 
birth, which the goſpel of CHRIST promiſes, which 
the SPIRIT of G OD produces, will appear as ne. 
ceſſary for your ſtate, and be as welcome to your ſou] 
as theſe gentle dews are neceſſary for the languiſhing 
herbs, and welcome to the thirſty ſoil. 

Ther. The dews, though refreſhing to the flowers 
may be too chilly for our conftitutions. And ſee! the 
ſtar of evening, 4 proclaiming the approach of night, 
has given us a warning to quit our arbour.— Some 
other time we muſt reſume this inquiry. For I am 
by no means ſatisſied, that your theory agrees with 
experience. 

Aſp. 1 fear, I have already kept you out too long. 
Let me juſt obſerve, as we go in,—that the doctiine, 
however diſagreeable in itſelf, is conducted to an 44. 
vantageous iſſue, It is productive of a much more ſuh. 
ſtantial conſolation, than hiſtory aſſigns to the great, 
but exiled Marius. When he fled, with his ruined 
circumſtances, to linger out the poor remains of lite 
among the ruins of Carthage, what was his chief ſup- 
port? « Contemplating,” ſays my author, “ that 
famous city in the duſt, he was the leſs afſlicted with 
„ his own downfal &.“ 

We have not been put off with ſuch cold comforts, 
fuch negative benefits. The belief of original fin has 
a tendency,—to make us humble, to ſhew us our 
need of CHRIST,—to create in us a hunger and 
thirſt after the renewing influences of his SPIRIT, 
and the juſtifying ment of his righteouſneſs. So that 
it muſt be owing to our own perverſeneſs, or our own 
negligence, if we do not levy a tax upon our 4%, and 
25 even by our fall. 


* Inopem vitam in tugurio ruinarum Carthaginienſſum toleravit: 
cum Marius aſpiciens Carthaginem, illa intuens Matium, alter al- 
teri peſſent Ie ſelatio. VaVII. Parxxc. 
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"THE ſun was fiercely bright, and the ſky without 

a cloud.—Not a breath fanned the woods, nor a 
le curled the ſtream.— The fields, expoſed to all the 
ery beams, were like a glowing hearth.—The little 
birds, overcome by the potent influence, loſt for a 
while their tuneful notes. Nothing was heard in the 
rden, but the drowſy hum of bees, and the moan- 
e bu of winged infects.— All nature ſeemed to lan- 


gaiſh. The flouriſhing meads looked ſickly ; the gay- 


eſt blooms began to fade; the 7 = ig animals, if 
not repofed under ſome cooling ſhelter, panted for 
breath, and hung their drooping heads, amidſt the all- 
furrounding blaze and the unſufferable heat. 

Appuſio Skappeated ever ſince dinner, and none could 
tell whither he was gone, — Theron, as ſoon as the tea- 
equipage was removed, took his way to the wood. 
Deſirous of the thickeſt Thade, he haſtened to the cen- 
tre. A ſerpentine walk compoſed the avenue: which, 
after feveral windings, delivered him into a large cir- 
cular area : not 8 Ad 1 19 05 hn 7550 

„ unmeaning imitation © n idolatry ; but ſur- 
Fougdel with aged and princely baks: Wenden of 
whoſe branches threw over the graſſy plat a majeſtic 
rural dome, and their unpierted foliage imbrowned the 
noon-tide hours. 

In the midſt, and elevated on à ſquare baſe, was a 


ſtatue r Elijab, on bis bend- 


ed knees, — with 


17 . 


ands ſtretched out, and eyes lifted 


G U £E: M. 


up to heaven. His attitude, his air, his every feature, 
were a molt lively cotament on thoſe ſtrong energetic 
expreſſions of ſcripture 5 Tate hold on GOD * ; Preſtle 
with the ALMIGHTT +; Pour out your hearts before 
him | .—-On one fide of the pedeſtal, were engraven 
the prieſts of Baal, in frantic emotions calling upon 
their ſenſeleſs deity, and Faltung themſelves with un- 
availing wounds. — On the other was exhibited, in 
baſſo-relievo, the adoring Tiſhbite's altar; his victim 
burning with fire from the LORD, even while the 
— ran from every limb, and overflowed the trench 
W. 

A remote caſcade tumbled from a craggy rock. The 
ſtream, after having waſted its filver foam in a wind- 
ing propre, ſtraggled into this grand arbour. Here 
it juſt appeared, Bang down 2 22 flope, with a 
flaunting air, and a prattling noiſe. Impreſſed, as it 
were, with the unexpected ſolemmty of the ſcene, it 
ſcemed to check its wantan waves, and turned aſide 
into a more ſequeſtered path. As ſome beedle/s trifler, 
who bolts unawares into the royal preſence, ſtands 
{truck with reverence and awe, or retires with preci- 
pitance and cahfafion. 


The deep gloom, {hedding a kind of night, even 


* If Ixiv. 7. 
+ Colef. Iv, 12. Aeg iv 744 wporivyalte 


e ſan glared in the ſky ;—not a whiſper ſtir- 
_ 5 10 man? 1 of leaves; and all their 
warbling natives huſhed in ſilence; the ſonorous toll 
of the diſtant caſcade, and the tinkling chime of the 
nearer rill ;—the profound adoration, and fervent de- 

votion, which lived in the lineaments of the impaſ- 
Goned ſtone: all theſe circumſtances rendered the 

lace prodigiouſty auguſt and ſtriking. Not much 
unlike the ancient oratories *, where holy people re- 
tired from the giddy ring, and the buſtling croud, 
to ennoble their minds, with ſublime contemplation ; 
where they bid a temporary adieu to the tumultuous 
world, its gay impertinence and folemn dulneſs, in 
order to mamtain a more uninterrupted communion 
with that mighty BEING, who ftteth upon the circle 
ef the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as graſhoppers 
before H 1 M Te 

Welcome to Theron was the ſhady bower; welcome 
the cool aſpect, and the muſical flow of the water; 
but more welcome than all was the night of his friend, 
who lay reclined at the foot of an oak, with a book 
half open in his hand, and his eye fixed upon the ſtatue, 

Ther. I know not, Aſpaſio, whether I muſt make an 
apology, for breaking in upon your retirement; or 
call you to an account, for depriving the ladies of 
your company at the tea-table, 

Aſp. Tndeed, Theron, I have been ſo much delighted 
with the place, with the companion in my hand, and 
the noble object before me, that I ſcarce obſerved, 
how the time ſtole away. And I Hatter myſelf, if 
you will take a ſeat by my fide, and ſhare my enter- 
tainment; you will be more inchned to excuſe, than 
to aggravate my fault. 

Ther. Is Tully then (for I obſerve his name on the 
volume) your companion? And can ſuch a devoted 
admirer of the Bible be fo highly charmed with a 
Heathen claſſic? — St Auguſtine ſomewhere declares, 
that, though paſſionately fond, before his converſion, 
of Tully's writings ; yet, after that memorable change, 
he could no longer reliſh thoſe admired compoſitions 
becauſe they were not ſweetened, as he expreſſes him- 
felf, with the mellifluous name of FESUS. 

Aſp. 1 am far from pretending to fuch an exalted 
pitch of devotion, as that ſeraphic father attained, 


* Tt is thought by ſome eminent crities, that, when our 
LORD continued all night « zp0wy;z» , Luke vi. 12, the 
phraſe denotes his continuance in an oratory ; 2 place ſet apart 
tor prayer, and a devout intercourſe with GO D. 

That there were places of this kind among the Fews, is in- 
diſputable ; and that the opinion is ingenious, cannot be denied, 
But I very much doubt, whether it gives us the true meanin 
of the evangeliſt, -Having mentioned @ mountain, it woul 
hardly ſuir his conciſe manner, to be more particular with re- 
gard to the place; neither was the circumſtance fo important, 
as to deſerve a ſecond mention.—T am apt to think alſo, that 
ſuch a place would have defeated the defign of our SAVIOUR's 
retirement, which ſcems to have been privacy; and that ſuch a 
2. as Gre place of prayer, was wholly appropriated to 

e temple. 

I apprehend, we ſhall have a more defenſible, = I am per» 
fuaded, we ſhall have a more exalted ſenſe, if we ſuppoſe the 
expreſfion to ſignify, — the copioufneſs and fervour of our 
LOR D's devotion, —the vaft importance, and the unequalled 
ſucceſs, of this his prolonged and ſolemn prayer: which could 
no way be more emphatically declared, than by the addition 
of the divine name: He continued all night in the prayer of 
GOD.—See Apaſio's remark, p. 198. 

+ If. xl. 22, at a noble image is here, apd what an ex- 
quiſitely-fine contraſt! GOP, the great GOD, ſitteth on 
thoſe lofty and immenſe heavens, which, at an inconceivable 
diſtance, ſurround this penſile ns: From that moſt ſublime 

and magnificent throne, he looks down upon the inhabitants of 
the earth : who,—in all their pomp and ſplendor, —amidiſt all 
their admired works and boaſted acquiſitions, —are mean and 
impotent in his ſight : mean and impotent as the poor inſecte, 
which wander over the parched heath for ſuſtenance ; which 
ſpend all the day in idle inſignificant chirpings ; and, at night, 
take up their contemptible habitation on a blade of graſs, 
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I can ſpend à vacant minute on the delicate odes of 
Horace ; and taſte a refined entertainment in Virgi/'s 
beautiful poem. But when I hear a ſermon, or peruſe 
a religious treatiſe, which borrows neither dignity nor 
charms from that amiable and glorious name, I own 
myſelf extremely diſappointed. Without the offices, 
the merits, or the grace of CHRIST, the ſermon 
and the treatiſe appear as deſerve, as a body that is 
neither adorncd with the head, nor enlivened with the 
heart. 

Ther. I ſuppoſe then you cultivate an acquaintance 
with the Grecian and Roman authors, in order to im- 
prove your taſte, and poliſh your ſtyle. 

Aſp. Theſe, and, I am apt to think, more conſider- 
able advantages than theſe, may be derived from an 
occaſional application to their works. They may ſerve 
as ſo many thades, to ſet off, with heightened luſtre, 
the beauty and glory of the ſacred oracles. 

While — Plato's ornamented page, or liſten to 
Cicero's flowing periods, I am ſomewhat like the per- 
ſon who amufes himſelf in a gallery of painted flowers. 
He is pleaſed with the curious creation of the pencil ; 
but finds none of that delicious fragrance, nune of thoſe 
breathing ſweets, which meet him in the garden, and 
regale his fenſe from the blooming parterre. So here 
are brilliant ſentiments, and a florid diction ; delicate 
touches of wit, and bold ſtrokes of deſcription; But 
no diſcovery of CHRIST F ESU S, no diſplays of 
his ineffable love,—no overtures of reconciliation with 
the bleſſed G O D. Nothing to yield us lid comfort 
in our preſent ſtate, or any joyful expectations with re- 
gard to the approaching eternity, | 

| Beſides, when I converſe with thoſe celebrated ge- 

niafes of antiquity, who were at once the moſt erro- 
neous, and the moſt yudicious ;—the m judicious in 
their taſte of polite literature; the mu? erroneous in 
their apprehenſions of inviſible things; they ſhew me, 
what they never intended, the inexpreſſible need of 
revelation. They teach me to ſet a Hen value on 
that ineſtimable gift, I bleſs the diſtinguiſhing good - 
neſs of Providence, which has caſt my lot *, not at 
Athens, but in EMMANUEL'*s land. I fay, with 
wonder and tude, —<* Why did not my exiſtence 
* commence in thoſe æras of religious dotage ? Why 
« was not my portion confined to thoſe regions of bar- 
„% barifm and deluſion? Why am not I burning in- 
« cenfe to idols; 1 adoration to fculps 
« tured ſtone; or worthipping, with deteſtable cere- 
6 monies, a ſet of laſcivious, debauched, and ſfcanda- 
“ lous 4 deities ?'”—Snrely, Theron, from every peru- 
ſal of thoſe volumes, attended with ſuch a rellotiide, 
we ſhall ſee the utmoſt reaſon to magnify the tender 
mercies of our GOD; whereby the day-fpring from on 
high hath viſited us f, and brought us out of darkneſy 
into the marvellous light of the goſpel. | 

Permit me to mention another benefit, which m 
reſult from a correſpondence with thoſe maſterly vvri - 
ters. The ftreams may lead us to the incxhanftible 
fountain; lead us to admire the oy wie G OD our 


* Alluding to the ſtory of the philoſopher, who uſed to 
bleſs the gods for three privileges :-— That he was made, not a 
leute, but u rational creature :—That he was horn, not in bar- 
baraus climes, but in Greece :——That he lived, not in the more 
uncultivated ages, but in the time, and under the tuition of So- 
crates. 

+ This 1 think, ives us the moſt d lorable and rrid ic 
of the blindneſs ha our falten — 5 The — — 
arnidſt all the politeneſs of their taſte, and notwithſtanding their 
ſuperior advancement in the 1ciences, were haters of the true 
GOD, and robbed him of his honour : nay, what is 
ably worſe, they paid it to monfers ;—manltges of lewdaals 
treachery, vice and immoraliy. FS dus, ſottiſh, almaſ 
incredible ſtupidity! to werſbip the e ben which deſerved 
could 


univerfal abhorrence ! to deify thoſe characters, which 
ne ver be ſpfficicntly detefted / Dn 


| Luke i 78, 


220 T 


SAVIOUR, who has given ſuch a ſhining vein of 
ingenuity to his rational creatures. As I read their 
works, and am charmed with their beauties, I would 
frequently reflect. If the eſſays of a finite mind, 
&« and the compoſitions of a mortal pen, yield ſuch 
„ high {had oe ; what rapturous, what unknown 
Ff t muſt ariſe from an uninterrupted commu- 
« nion with infinite Wiſdom ? To ſtand, — not at the 
0 feet of Homer, and attend the flights of his elevated 
imagination, — not in the preſence of Socrates, and 
« hear the dictates of his ſagacious ſoul; — but to 
« ſtand in the courts of the LORD, and before the 
« throne of the LAMB : there to contemplate, with- 
« gut any interpoling veil, the counſels of his un- 
« erring providence; to have the myſteries of his re- 
« deeming love, laid fully open to our view; and re- 
« ceive the brighteſt manifeſtations of all his amiable, 
« his adorable, his unſpeakable attributes!“ 
Ther. Theſe are advantages truly deſirable, and e- 
ually obvious. Methinks, it ſurpriſes me, that J 
ſhould never ſo much as propoſe them; and grieves 
me, that I ſhould ſo long be deprived of them. A 
view to ſuch very ſuperior improvements will, I hope, 
render my future intercourſe with thoſe favourite au- 
thors, {till more agreeable, and abundantly more be- 
neſicial. 
But let me aſk, what paſſage was engaging your 


attention this afternoon ? | 
Aſp. The great orator's treatiſe concerning the na- 


ture of the divine BEING *: that part eſpecially, 
which proves his exiſtence and pertections, from the 
formation of the human body. 

Ther. And don't you perceive, that he is almoſt as 
deficient in the knowledge of his ſubject, as he is miſ- 
taken in his ideas of the — CAUSE?—The ex- 
quiſite contrivance and inimitable workmanſhip of the 
human frame, were, in thoſe early ages, but dimly 
diſcerned. It was the infancy of anatomy; when the 
very profeſſors had ſcarcely the qualifications of a mo- 
dern pupit. Many of the received notions were child- 
iſh, almoſt all of them ſupertictal. 

Aſp. Will my Theron then entertain me with a more 
accurate deſcription of this wonderful ſtructure ? 

Ther. How could you take occaſion, Aſpaſio, from 
the hint 1 dropped, to conceive any ſuch expectation ? 
It is one thing to diſcover, another to correct, what is 
amiſs. Many ſpectators can point out an accidental 
defect in ſome celebrated ſtatue, or a ſmall indelicacy 
in ſome valuable piece of painting, who are abſolute- 
ly incapable of retouching the one, or ſupplying the 
other. | 
Aſp. Since we are fallen upon this point, you muſt 
give me leave to renew and urge my requeſt. I ſhall 
be extremely glad to hear your remarks upon the ſub- 
ject ; eſpecially as you have made this branch of ſci- 
ence, a part of your amuſement ; and not without 
the advantage of anatomical diſſections. Whereas 1 
have very ſeldom applied my thoughts to the former, 
and never had an opportunity of being preſent at the 
latter. 

Let me alſo 'obſerve, that our very ſituation fa- 
vours, or rather ſuggeſts ſuch a topic of converſation. 
All the fine proſpects of the country are excluded, 
We have ſcarce any thing left, but ourſelves, to con- 


_— And ſhall this be the only theme we neg- 


Ther. It is ſomewhat pre ſterous, I myſt confeſs, 


to f 
pert, lf of the virtugſi; to carry our ſearch through 


the whole compaſs of external nature; and, at the 


ſame time, overlook the far more ſurpriſing curioſities 


which abound in the compolition of our own bodies. 
ſt upon it, my obſervations, crude and 


| Since you inſiſt 
. De natura deorum. 


AN 


into the archives of colleges; to ranſack the 


more. 


innere. 


extemporaneous as they are, ſhall ſubmit tkemfclyes 
to your judgment; provided you will be content to 
receive only a few of the outlines, and nothing like 3 


finiſhed draught. 


Aſp. Let me juſt hint, that the more circumantia} 
your account 1s, ſo much the more welcome will it 
be to your friend, and ſo much the more honourable 
to our common CREATOR. For I really think 
that Galen's declaration upon this head is perfectly 
juſt ; which I have read in my favourite commentatg. 
Beza, and which ſpeaks to the following effect *. 
* Such treatiſes as diſplay the excellencies of the great 
« CREATOR, compoſe one of the nobleſt and 
„* moſt acceptable hymns. To acquaint ourſelves with 
* his ſublime perfections ; and point out to others his 
« infimte power, his unerring wiſdom, and his 
„ boundleſs benignity ; this is a more ſubſtantial ad 
of devotion, than to flay hecatombs of victims at 
his altar, or kindle mountains of ſpices into in- 
« cenſe.” —T heron, after pauſing a few minutes, thus 
reſumed the diicourſe. | 


Ther, When {ome maſter-builder undertakes to e. 
rect a magn1i{:cent edifice, he begins with the leſs de- 
corated, but more ſolid parts; thoſe which are to ſup 
port, or thoſe which are to contain the reſt. This or- 
der, if you plcaſe, we will follow, in conſidering « the 
« earthly houle of our tabernacle +.” 

Firſt, you have a ſyſtem of bones, caſt into a variety 
of moulds, enlarged or contracted into a variety of 
ſizes. All ftrong, that they may commodioully bear 
up the fleſhy machine; yet ig, that they may not 
depreſs the animal with an encumbering load.—Poreg 
with an internal cavity, to contain the moiſtening 
marrow ; and perforated with exceedingly-fine duds, 
to admit the nouriſhing veſlels, —Inſenſible themſelves, 
they are covered with a membrane] of exquiſite ſen- 
ſibility : which warns them of the approach, and ſe- 
cures them from the annoyance, of any injurious fric- 
tion; and, at the ſame time, preſerves the muſcular 
parts from being fretted in their action, by the hard 
and rough ſubſtance of the bones.—Their figures are 
always molt preciſely fitted to their uſes, They are 
generally larger at the extremities, than in the middle; 
that they may be joined more firmly, and not ſo eaſily 
diſlocated.— The manner of their articulation is truly 
admirable ||, and remarkably various ; yet never va- 
ried, without demonſtrating ſome wiſe deſign, and 
anſwering ſome valuable end. Frequently when two 
are umted, the one is nicely rounded, and capped 
with a ſmooth ſubſtance ; the other is ſcooped into a 
hollow of the ſame dimenſions, to receive the poliſhed 
knob; and both are lubricated with an unctuous fluid, 
to yield the readieſt rotation in the ſocket. _ 
The feet compoſe the firmeſt and neateſt pedeſtal; 
infinitely beyond all that ſtatuary or architecture can 
accompliſh ; capable of altering its form, and extend- 
ing its ſize, as different circumſtances require. Be- 
ſides performing the office of a pedeſtal, they contain 
a ſet of the niceſt {prings ; which help to place the 
body in a variety 0 graceful attitudes, and. qualify 
it for a multiplicity of advantageous motions,—The 


Vid. Bez. Annot. ad Rom, i. 20. | 

' + 2 Cor. v. 1. St Paul very pertinently compares the bodily 
ſtructure to a houſe ; and adds, in that ſtrain of godly edifying, 
which runs through all bis writings, our earthly and tert-like 
habiration, e71yi0g oixie TY Fxnveg, Referring to its mean original, 
as it was formed out of the duſt; and to its bort continuance, 
as it muſt ſoon return to duſt again. Being, though commodi- 
ous as a houſe, yet tranſitory as a tent: not like the everlaſting 
mountains, which ſtand fixed and rooted to the centre; but like 
thoſe portable tenements, which are ſet up in the evening, are 
taken down in the morning, and then their place is known no 

t The periefleum. 
| Mirabiles commiſſuras habent. Cic, 


undermoſt part of the hecl, and the extremity of the 
ole, are ſhod with a tough, inſenſible, linewy ſub- 
tance. This we may call a kind of natural ſandal. 
It never wears out, never wants repair, and always 

-events that undue compreſſion of the veſſels, which 
the weight of the body, in walking or ſtanding, might 
otherwile occaſion.— Ihe legs and thighs are, ike ſub- 
Nantial and ſtately columns *; articulated in ſuch a 
manner, that they adminiſter moſt commodioully to 
the act of walking, yet obſtruct not the caty poſture 
of fitting. The legs {well out, towards the top, with 
a genteel projection ; and are wrought off, towards 
the bottom, with neat diminutions. Which variation 
leſleus their bulk, at the ſame time that it increaſes 
their beauty. 

The ribs, turned into a regular arch, are gently 
moveable, for the act of reſpiration. They form a 
ſecure lodgment for the lungs and the heart; which, 
being ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed and important 
organs of life, have their reſidence fortified by this 
ſtrong ſemicircular rampart +,—The backbone is intend- 
ed, not only to ſtrengthen the body, and ſuſtain its 
moſt capacious ſtore-rooms ; but alſo to bring down 
that communication of the brain, which 1s uſually term- 
el the /binal marrow. As an open channel, it conveys, 
as a well-cloſed caſe, it guards this vital filver ]; and, 
by ſeveral commodious outlets, tranſmits the anima- 
ting treaſure into all the inferior parts. TIlad it only 
been large, ſtrait, and hollow, it might have ſerved 
theſe ſeveral purpoſes. But then the loins muſt have 
been inflexible, and every man impaled (not by the 
executioner, but by nature) on a ſtake co-eval with 
his exiſtence. To avoid which, it conſiſts of very ſhort 
bones, cloſely knit together by intervening cartilages. 
This peculiarity of ſtruqture prevents diſlocation ; and 
gives the main pullar of our frame the pliancy of an 
ofier, even while it retains the firmneſs of an cat. - By 
this means, it is a kind of continued joint ; capable of 
various inflections, without bruiſing the ſoft medullary 
ſubſtance, which fills its cavity; without intercepting 
the nervous fluid, which is to be detached from this 
grand reſervoir; or diminiſhing that ſtrength, which is 
neceſſary to ſupport all the upper ſtories. —A formation 
ſo very peculiar in any other of the ſolids, muſt have 
been attended with great inconveniencies. Here it is 
unipeakably ſerviceable ; is both, tor workmanſhip and 
ſituation, a maſterpiece of creating {kill, never enough 
to be admired. | 

The arms, pendent on either fide, are exactly pro- 
portioned to each other; that the equilibrium of the 
ſtructure may not be diſconcerted. Theſe, being the 
guards which defend ||, and the miniſters which ſerve 
the whole body, are fitted for the moſt diverſified and ex- 
te ive operations; firm with bone, yet not weighty with 
flelh ; and capable of performing, with ſingular expe- 


Styled therefore by the ſacred philoſopher, the flrong men, 
Feel. xii. 3.3 and compared, by the ſame beautiful writer, to 
pillars of marble, Cant. v. 15,—As theſe are the ſtrongeſt parts 
of the body, and the ſupport of all the other, hence, I preſume, 
aroſe that proverbial expreſſion, which occurs in the hiſtory of 
Samſon, TV 75 pit) Judg. xv. 8. rendered by the Septuagint, 
not very exactly, xmww wm: wp; by our Engliſh tranſlators, rather 
too vulgarly, hip and thigh. I believe, the word p ſignifies 
here, as it certainly ſignifies in many other places, what the 


Latins call armus ; and that the image is taken from ſome ro- 


buſt and fierce animal, whoſe ſhoulders before, and whoſe thighs 
behind, are broken in pieces, Then what miſchief can he do? 
what reſiſtance can he make? He is utterly diſabled. So that 
the expreſſion ſeems to denote, (and might perhaps, without 
violence to the original, be tranſlated) a fetal overthrow. 

+ Thou haſt fenced me, ſecured my inward and vital parts, 
with bones and finews, Job x. 11.—Crates pectoris, is Virgil's 
expreſſion. . 

t This is ſuppoſed to be the part, which Solomon deſcribes 
by the ſilver cord: and is indeed like a cord, on account of 
its Hape; like ſilver, on account of its colour, Eccl, xii. 6. 

|| Called, in Solomon's figurative but elegant ſketch of anato- 
— keepers of the houſe, Eccl. xii. 3. | 
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dition and eaſe, all manner of uſeful motions. They 
bend inwards, and turn outwards ; they riſe upwards; 
and ſtoop downwards; they wheel about, and throw 
themſelves into whatever direction we pleaſe. —'T0 
theſe-are annexed the hands; and all terminated by 
the fingers : which are, not like the arms, of the 
ſame length, and of an equal bigneſs z but in both re- 
ſpects different: which gives them a more graceful 
appearance, and a much greater degree of uſefulneſs. 
Were they all fleſh, they would be comparatively impo- 
tent; were they one entire bone, they would be utter- 
ly inflexible : but conſiſting of various little bones, and 
a multitude of muſcles, what ſhape can they not aſ- 
ſume? what ſervice can they not perform: Being 
placed at the end of the arm, the ſphere of their ac- 
tion is exceedingly enlarged. This advantagous ſitu- 
ation realizes the fable of Briareus; and renders a 
pair of hands as ſerviceable as an hundred.—The ex- 
tremities of the fingers are an aſſemblage of fine 
tendinous fibres, —. acutely ſenſible &: which, not- 
withſtanding the delicacy of their texture, are deſtined 
to almoſt inceſſant employ, and frequently exerciſed 
among rugged objects. For this reaſon, they are 
overlaid with the nails, a ſort of horny expanſion; 
which, like a ferule, hinders the fleſh from being un- 
gracetully flattened; and, like a ſheath 4, preſerves 
the tender parts from injurious impreſſions. * 
In the miniſtry of the hands, and activity of the 
fingers, we poſſeſs a caſe of the fine/? inſtruments, or a 
collection of the noble/t utenſils ; qualifying us for the 
execution of every work, which the projecting ge- 
nius can deviſe, or the laviſh fancy crave.—To theſe 
we are obliged for the beautiful ſtatues, which have 
often entertained our eyes, in yonder ſolitary walks; 
and even for that melodious trumpet, which now ad- 
dreſſes our ears, from the ſummer-houſe on the fiſh- 
pond. — Theſe raiſe the lofty column, and turn the ſpas 
cious arch. Theſeſwell the majeſtic dome, and adjuſt the 
commodious apartment. Architecture, with all her 
ſtriking beautics, and all her rich benefits, are the 
creation of the human hand.—Yielding to the ſtrength 
of the hand, the talleſt firs fall to the ground, and the 
largeſt oaks deſcend from the mountains. Faſhioned 
by the dexterity of the hand, they accommodate the 
ſailor with a floating warehouſe ;, and circulate, from 
Britain to Japan, the productions of nature, and the 
improvements of art.—Obedient to the human hand, 
metals aſcend from their ſubterranean beds ; and com- 
Poſe the moſt ſubſtantial parts of that curious machine i, 
which tranſmits far and near, to the monarch's pa- 
lace, and to the peaſant's hut, ſuch treaſures of wiſ- 
dom and knowledge, as the gold and cryſtal cannot equal ||. 
Among the Egyptians, the hand was the Hake of 
ſtrength ; among the Romans, it was an emblem of fide- 
lity ; and I think, it may, among all nations, be look- 
ed upon as the enſign of authority. It is the original 
and the univerſal ſeeptre ; that which not only repre- 
ſents, but aſcertains our dominion, over all the ele- 
ments, and over every creature.—Though providence 
has not given us the ſtrength of the horſe, the ſwitt- 
neſs of the greyhound, or the ſagacious ſcent of the 
ſpaniel; yet, directed by the underſtanding, and 
enabled by the hand, we can ſubject them to our will; 
turn them to our advantage; and, in this ſenſe, make 


them all our 0w0n.—Theſe hands (ſurpriſing to relate), 


* So very acute is the ſenſibility of theſe parts, that, I 
informed, it furniſhes the tribunal of in uiſition with EA 
the moſt refined expedients in the art of torture, A ſtrong 
quill, ſharpened by the penknife, and dipped in ſome inflam- 
mable liquor, is thruſt deep between the nail and the finger. 
When the quill has cut its way through the ſhivering nerves ; 
and ſtands planted, like a dagger, amidſt the guſhing blood; 
ſome barbarous hand ſets fire to the extremity. 
the ſlow flame, and both in the ſeat of the moſt lively ſenſas 


tion, put the miſerable ſufferer to the moſt excruciating pain. 


I "+ Digitis muniminn. 
1 The printing-preſs. A Job a 7. 
1 3 


he keen point 
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theſe Hort hands have found out a way, whereby they 
can dive to the bottom of the ocean; can penetrate 
the bowels of the earth; and reach from ſhore to 
ſhore. Theſe feeble hands can manage the wings of 
the wind; can arm themſelves with the rage of the 
fire; and preſs into their ſervice the forcible impetu- 
olity of the waters How eminent is the dignity ! 
how extenſive the agency of the hand ! It would re- 

uire more eloquence, than your orator poflefled, to 
diſpla the former ; and more pages, than your book 
contains, to deſcribe the latter. How greatly then 
are we indebted to our indulgent CREATOR, for 
accommodating us with this noble, this diſtinguiſhing, 
this invaluable member ! 

Above all, is the head; a majeſtic dome, deſigned 
for the reſidence of the brain. It js framed in exact 
conformity to this important purpoſe ; ample, to re- 
ceive it ; ſtrong, to uphold it ; and firm, to detend 
it.—As the head reſembles the general's tent in an ar- 
my, or the monarc/'s palace in a city; it has a com- 
munication eſtabliſhed with all, even the moſt inferior 
and remote, parts of the ſyſtem : has outlets and ave- 
nues, for the ready diſpatch of couriers to all quarters; 
and for the reception of ſpeedy intelligence, on e- 
very intereſting occaſion, It is furniſhed with lodg- 
ments, wherein to poſt centinels of various characters, 
and appointed for various offices. — To expedite their 
operations; whether they are employed in reconnoi- 
tring what paſſes without, or examining what claims 
admittance within; the whole turns upon a curious 
pivot, moſt nicely contrived, to afford the largeſt and 
freeſt circumvolutions. 

This ſtately capital is ſcreened from heat ; defend- 
ed from cold ; and at the fame time very much beau- 
tified, by a copious A 7 wins of hair : which flows 
down from the parted forelock in decent curls; and 
hangs, mantling on the cheeks, cluſtering on the 
ſhoulders.—A decoration *, incomparably more del:- 
cate, than any or all the orders of architecture can 
ſupply ; and ſo perfectly ligt, that it no way encum- 
bers or incommodes the wearer. 

While many. animals creep on the ground ; while 
all of them are prone in their poſture, or their aſpect ; 
the attitude of man is erect. Which is by far the moſt 
graceful, has an air of dignity, and beſpeaks ſuperio- 
rity.—It is by far the molt commodious; fits us for the 

ſecution of every grand ſcheme, and facilitates the 
Faccets of all our extenſive deſigns.— It is likewiſe at- 
tended with the 2 ſafety ; being, if not leſs 
than any other poſition expoſed to dangers, yet more 
happily contrived to repel or avoid them. 

D. May it not likewiſe be intended to remind us 
of our exalted original, and our ſublime end? Our 
original, which was the breath of the ALMIGHTY, 
and the ſpirit of the MOST HIGH. Our end, 
which is, not the ſoil we tread on, or any of its low 
productions, but the heaven of heavens, and the things 
that are above. | 


A N 


But not to divert from our fubject; which, in my 
friend's manner of handling it, is as entertaining, as 
it is inſtructive.— The bones (to carry on your own al- 


Abſulom's hair was reckoned a diſtinguiſhing part of his 
beauty, 2 Sam. xiv. 26.—The amiableneſs of the church, in 
the exemplary converſation of true believers, is diſplayed by 
the ſame ornament. Thy hair is as a flock of goats, A 6 are 
ſeen afar off, and appear in a pendent attitude frem the ſum- 
mit of mount Cilead ; moſt agrecably adorning the place, and 
deraining the ſpectator's eye, Cant. iv. 1. I prefer the expo- 
fiton of Arias Montanus, 1ny1w que pendent, gue prominent: 
as jt takes in a circumſtance, which correſponds with the pen- 
file 38 of the Nair; renders the compariſon more full and 
rat; and is, according to the obſervation of a moſt accurate 
judge, one of the chief remarkables in ſuch a proſpect; 

Won ego vos poſthac,: viridi prajectus in antro, 


Dumgfe pendere procul de rupe videbo, 


„ 
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luſion) are only the rafters, the beams, the Hell of the 
living edifice. You have raiſed the walls, ang laid 
the floors ; you have made the proper diviſions, and 
left the necefſary apertures. But, in every ſiniſhed 
houſe, the roof is covered, and the rooms are Wain 
ſcotted. The ſaſhes are hung, and the doors turn un. 
on their hinges. The grates are fixed, and the {airs 
aſcend. Mithin, the lodgings are furniſhed ; witho, 
the front is ornamented. All is rendered commodi. 
ous for domeſtic uſe, and graceful to the external 
VIEW. 

Ther. This likewiſe is executed by the great, the 
divine AR TIFI CER.—Here are ligaments ; a tough 
and ſtrong arrangement of fibres; to unite the ſeve. 
ral limbs ; and render, what would otherwiſe be a dis. 
jointed unwicldy jumble, a well-compacted and ſelf. 
manageable ſy{tem.——Membranes ; or thin and flexile 
tunicles ; appointed to enwrap the fleſhy parts ; to form 
a connection betwecn ſome, and make a ſeparation bg. 
tween others *, 

Arteries, the rivers of our little world +, or the a. 
queducts of the organized metropolis. Some of which 
aſcend to the head; others ſpread themſelves over the 
ſhoulders ; fome extend to the arms; ſome deſceud tu 
the feet; and ſtriking out, as they go, into number. 
leſs ſmaller canals, viſit the ſtreets, the alleys, and 
every individual apartment of the vital city.—Theſe, 
being wide at their origin, and leſſening as they branch 
themſelves, check the rapid impetus of the blood. To 
ſuſtain this ſhock, they are endued with uncommon 
ſtrength: by performing this ſervice, they oblige the 
crimion current to paſs into the narroweſt defiles, and 
diſtribute itſelf into all quarters.—The blood, thrown 
from the heart, dilates the arteries, and their own 
elaſtic force contracts them. By which means, they 
vibrate, in proper places, very perceivably againſt the 
finger ; bring advices of the utmoſt importance to the 
phyſician ; and very much aſſiſt him, both in diſcover- 
ng the nature of diſeaſes, and preſcribing for their 
reſpective cures.— The larger arteries, where-ever the 
body is formed for incurvation, are ſituate on the bend- 
ing fide; leſt, being ſtretched to an improper length 
by the infleftion, their dimenſions ſhould be leſſened, 
and the circulating fluid retarded. —They are not, like 
ſeveral of the conſiderable veins, laid ſo near the ſur- 
face, as to be protruſive of the ſkin ; but are depoſit- 
ed to a proper depth in the fleſh. This ſituation ren- 
ders them more ſecure from external injuries. It con- 
ceals likewiſe thoſe ftarts and reſilitions of the pulſe, 
which, if apparent, would diſcompoſe the moſt ſedate, 
and disfigure the moſt comely countenance.—Could 
we calt our eye upon the river, which runs through 
the neighbouring meadow, we might obſerve ſeveral 
mills interſecting the ſtream. The waters at thoſe 
places, if not entirely ſtopped, drain away very ſlowly. 
In conſequence of this obſtruction, the lower channels 
would be ſunk dry, and the upper ones ſwelled into 
a flood. Toobviate both theſe inconveniencies, ſoro- 
ſhots are provided; which, carrying off the ſurcharge, 
prevent a glut above, and ſupply the banks below. In 
thoſe parts of the body, which are moſt liable to preſ- 
ſure, much the ſame expedient takes place. The ar- 
teries ingſculate; or, breaking into a new track, they 
tetch a little circuit, in order to return and commu- 
nicate again with the main road. 80 that, if any 
obſtacle blocks up or ſtraitens the direct paſſage; the 
current, by diverting to this new channel, eludes the 
impediment ; maintains an uninterrupted flow ; and 
ſoon regains its wonted courſe. 

Veins are appainted to receive the blood from the 


The inteſtines are faffened to each other by the meſentery. 
The breaſt is divided into two cavities by the mediaſtinum. Both 
which. are reckoned among the membranes. 

A human body was called by the ancients, the micreceſm ; 
that is, a little world, or the world. in miniature. 
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e ; reconvey it to the heart, —Small at their 
: 15 bn —_—_— oe they advance, they are void of 
All h pulſation. In theſe, the preſſure of the circula- 
ling uid is not near ſo forcible as in the arterial tubes: 
for which reaſon, their texture 18 conſiderably {lighter. 
duch an exact @conomiſt is nature, even amidit all her 
liverality Kn many of theſe canals, the current, 
though widening continually, and acquiring a Propor- 
tionable increaſe of gravity, is obliged to puſh its 
way againſt the perpendicular. By which circum- 
{:1nce, it is expoſed to the hazard of falling back, and 
overloading the veſlels, if not of ſupprelling the a- 
nimal motion. For a ſecurity againſt this danger, 
valves are interpoſed at proper diſtances : Which are no 
tinderance to the regular paſſage, but prevent the re- 
flux, ſuſtain the augmented weight, and facilitate a 
progreſs to the grand receptacle. This auxiliary con- 
trivance comes in, where the blood is conſtrained to 
climb; but is diſmifled where the ſteep aſcent ceaſcs, 
and ſuch a precaution would be needlels. 
Here arc glands, whole olhce it is to filtrate the 
aſling fluid. Each of theſe glands is an aſſemblage 
of veffels, complicated and intervolved, with ſeeming 
coufuſion, but with perfect regularity. As ſome kind 
of licyes tranſmit the duit, and retain the corn; others 
bolt out the meal, and hold back the bran ; to ſome 
of theſe glandulous ſtrainers draw off the fineſt, others 
the grofleſt parts of the blood. Some, like the diſtil- 
Icr's alembic, ſublimate + ; others, like the common 
ſewers, defecate l. Each forms a ſecretion, far more 
curious than the moſt admired operations of chemiſtry z 
yet all neceſſary for the ſupport of life, or conducive 
to the comfort of the animal. —Mu/cles, wove in na- 
ture's niceſt loom; compoſed of the ſlendereſt fibres, 
yet endued with incredible ſtrength ; faſhioned after 
a variety of patterns, but all in the higheſt taſte for 
elegance, conveniency, and uſefulneſs. —Theſe, with 
their tendons annexed, conſtitute the inſtruments of 
motion, The former, contracting their ſubſtance, 
operate ſomewhat like the pulley in mechanics. The 
latter, reſembling the cord, are faſtened to a bone, or 
ſoine partition of fleſh ; and, following the muſcular 
contraction, actuate the part into which they are in- 
ſerted. This, and all their functions they execute, not 
like a ſluggiſh beaſt of burden, but quick as the 
lizhtning.——Nerves, ſurpriſingly - minute tubes; de- 
rived from the brain, and permeated by an exquilitely- 
ſubtile fluid: which, gliding into the muſcles, ſets 
them on work; diffuſes the power of ſenſation through 
the body; or, returning upon any impreſſion from 
without, gives all needful intelligence to the ſoul.— 
Veſicles, diſtended with an unctuous matter, in ſome 
places, compoſe a ſoft cuſhion || for nature; in other 
places, they fill up her vacuities, and ſmooth the ine- 
qualities of the fleſh. Inwardly, they ſupple the ſeve- 
ral movements of the active machine; outwardly, they 
render its appearance plump, well proportioned, and 
graceful, | 


* A parallelinſtance of frugality is obſervable in the arteries : 
whoſe coats are ſpun thinner, as the diameter of the veſſels be- 
comes ſmalier, and the preſſure of the blood weaker. 

+ The glandulous ſubſtance of the brain, which ſecretes the 
animal ſpirits. 

+ The liver and kidneys. The former of which ſeparates 
the gall; the latter drains off a fluid, which, being ſufficient! 
known, need not be named. I could wiſh, it had not been ſo 
explicitly and coarſely mentioned in our tranſlation of the beſt 
of books; but that we had rendered the original, in 1 Kings 
XIV. 10. Every male; in J. xxxvi. 12. Eat and drink their own 
excrements, 

|| The calf of the leg, for inflance : whoſe large collection 
of muſcles, intermingled with fat, is of ſingular ſervice to thoſe 
important bones. It flanks ' and fortifies them, like a /tron 
baſtion, It ſupports and cheriſhes them, like a /o/t pillow. An 
what is no leſs pleaſing to obſerve, it accommodates and defends 
them on that very fide, where they moſt frequently reſt their 
bes ns and where they are leaſt capable of being guarded by 

eye. | 
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The Ain, like a curious ſurtout &, exactly fitted, 
is ſuperinduced over the whole. Formed of the moſt 
delicate net-work ; whoſe meſhes 4 are minute, and 


whoſe threads are multiplied even to a prodigy.— 


The meſhes ſo minute, that nothing paſſes them, which 
is diſcernable by the eye; though they diſcharge; 
every moment, myriads and myriads of ſuperfluous 
incumbrances from the body. The ſteam, ariſin 
from the warm bulineſs tranſacted within, is carri 
off by theſe real, though imperceptible funnels ||. Which 
conſtitutes what we uſually call n/enſeble 22 
Ihe threads ſo multiplied, that neither the point of 
the ſmalleſt needle, nor the incomparably-nicer ſpear 
of a gnat, nor even the inviſible lancet of a flea, can 
pierce any ſingle part, without cauſing an uneaſy ſen- 
ſation and a ſuffuſion of blood; conſequently, with- 
out wounding; even by ſo ſmall a puncture, both a 
nerve and a vein +. ; If | 

The veins, either pervading or lying parallel with 
this fine tranſparent coat, beautify the human ftruc- 
ture; thoſe parts eſpecially, which are moſt conſpi- 
cuous, and intended for public view. The plant 
wriſt, and the taper arm, they variegate with an inlay 
of living ſapphire. They ſpread vermilion over the 
lips +>, and plant roſes in the cheeks. While the eye, 
tinged with gloſſy jet, or ſparkling with the blue of 
heaven, is fixed in an orb of poliſhed cryital. Inſo- 
much that the earthly tabernacle exhibits the niceſt 
proportions, and richeſt graces; ſuch nice proportions, 
as afford the moſt correct model for ſtatuary ; ſuch 
rich graces, as the canvaſs never bore; as painting imi- 
tates in vain. 

Aſp. How juſt in itſelf, and how pertinent to our 
purpoſe, is that well-known acknowledgment of the 
lacred and royal anatomiſt; * I am curiouſly wrought 4 


* Thou haſt clothed me with ſkin and fleſh, Job x. 11.—The 
word /urtout is uſed according to the French etymology ; ſig- 
nifies a garment, coming over the whole body ; and is mo 
beautifully expreſſed by our LOR D's , Matth. vi. 39, 

+ The pores of the cuticula. | 

The nervous fibres, and other veſſels of the cutis.— Na- 
ture is ſomewhat like Solomon's virtuous woman: who is nat a- 
fraid of the ſnow for her houſehold, becauſe her houſehold are 
clothed in ſcarlet ; or, as it may be rendered, are clothed with 
pairs, have two coats a- piece, Prov. xxxi. 21. (See Gen. vi. 
19. 20. where the word C occurs in this ſignification.)— 
The body alſo is accommodated with a double covering. The 
outermoſt is that ſoft whitiſh tegument, which riſes in the puſtule 
of a bliſter. The innermoſt is that reddiſh and exquiſitely-tender 
part, which appears when the bliſter is broke, and the dead 
ſkin taken off. The firſt is void of ſenſe, and intended to ſcreen 
the ſecond, not only from the ſtroke of injuries, but even from 
the impreſſions of the air, which, mild as it may feel to the 
Heat ed, would be too rough and ſharp for the naked nerves. 

There ſeems to be an alluſion to this particular in that re- 
markable expreſſion, Skin for tin, WW) Y Job ii. 4. 
Skin even unto ſkin; the very inmoſt ſkin, which cannot be ta · 
ken away, without the greateſt loſs, and ſevereſt pain. Yet, 
even this 4% a man would ſuffer, this pain he would endure, 
in order to preſerve precious life. | | 

| Theſe are ſomewhere prettily ſtyled cutaneous chimneys, z 
and no wonder they are imperceptible, if, as Mr Lewenhoeck 
affirms, a ſingle grain of ſand will cover no leſs than 125,000. 

+ A bhod-veſſel at leaſt. Compared with theſe veſſels, ths 
fine filmy threads, which, on ſome bright autumnal morning, 
float in the air, or hang on the ſtubble, muſt be large as a 
bell rope, or bulky as a cable.—Such tubes, one would think, 
ſhould burſt at every breath we draw, or even break with their 
own fineneſs, Yet they are the conduit-pipes, which convey the 
vital fluid from and to the grand reſervoir. And ſo exquiſite, 
fo admirable is their texture, that they will outlaſt the ſtrength 
of lead, or the heart of oak; theſe wearing away, thoſe grow- 
ing ſtronger, by uſe. | | 

+ Thy lips are like a thread of ſcarlet, Cant. iv. 3. Like a 
thread, for their delicate ſbape; like a thread of ſcarlet, for 
their n colour. * | 
++ The original TWP") fagnifies finely wrought, or elegantly 
flouriſhed with s aud n 86 adopted by 29 
is, in this place, flat and inexpreſſive. The Engliſb ward Fa- 
ſbioned, has juſt the fame inferiority to the beautiful Hebrew 


| 
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4 There is a variety, a regularity, and an elegance, 
« in the texture of my body; in the formation and 
« arrangement of theſe bones and muſcles, theſe veins 
« and arteries ;—relembling, thall I ay? — rather, in- 
« finitely ſurpaſſing, the molt coſtly and admired 
« pieces of embroidery.” 

It is one of the fineſt ſimilitudes, which the whole 
circle of polite arts could afford. Yet every compa- 
riſon, fetched from the pertormances of mankind, 
muſt neceſlarily debaſe the noble ſubject. All the en- 
richments, which the needle can give, ot the moſt 
ſplendid filks receive, are rude, are coarſe, are mere 
fickcloth, when (ct in oppolition to the exquiſite de- 
licacy of the fleſhly web. As indeed all the celebrated 
palaces, amphitheatres, temples, which ever adorned the 
moſt magniſicent cities in the world, are but a heap of 
confuſion, if compared with the ſymmetry and beauty 
of the bodily fabric. — And, what is beyond meaſure 
marvellous, all theſe wonders of mechaniſm and deco- 
ration aroſe, not from the purer elements,—not from 
the more refined parts of the creation, but from the 
duſt of the ground K. How ealily, Theron, can that 
ſtupendous AR TIFICER renew our hearts, and 
transform our ſouls into his own image, who could 
raiſe ſuch delicate and ſtately edifices from particles 
deſpicable particles of the trodden ſoil ! 

I could not forbear interpoſing this remark : be- 
cauſe it tends to manifeſt our CREATO R's glory, 
to encourage our hopes, and ſtrengthen our faith. 
Otherwiſe, I ſhould be angry with myſelf, for inter- 
rupting your diſcourſe.—Pray go on with your de- 
ſcription of the animal n mV. Only let me ob- 
ſerve, that ſuch a courſe of inceſſant action mult ex- 
hauſt the fluids ; muſt waſte the ſolids; and, unleſs 
both are ſupplied with proper recruits, muſt gradually 
weaken, and at length totally deſtroy, the machine. 


Ther. For this reaſon, it is furniſhed with the or- 
gans, and endued with the powers of nutrition. —Teeth ; 
the foremoſt, thin and ſharp; fitted to bite aſunder 
the food, or cut + off ſuch a portion, as the mouth 
can conveniently manage. The hindermoſt, broad 
and ſtrong ; indented like the ſurface of a millſtone t, 
with {mall cavities, and jagged with little aſperities : 
which qualify them to grind in pieces whatever 1s 
tranſmitted to their operation,— Were the teeth, like 
our other bones, covered with the uſual membrane, 
the act of chewing would always occaſion great un- 
eaſineſs; and when any hard ſubſtance is eaten, might 
even lacerate the tender tegument. Were they left 
without any ſort of covering; they would ſuffer from 
the inclemencies of the air, and be liable to the pene- 
tration of liquors. In which cafe they muſt ſoon be- 
come ſoft and unfit for ſervice, or be corrupted, and 
entirely periſh. To goes againſt theſe diſadvantages, 
they are curiouſly glazed, or overlaid with a neat e- 
namel ; as white as ivory, and harder than the bone 
itſelf : which renders them an ornament to the 
mouth ||; ſecures them from various injuries; and 


phraſe; as the badge, tacked upon ſome poor penſioner'scoat, has 


to the „ar embroidered on a nobleman's breaſt, P/al. cxxxix. 


FADE 7 W.- | 
A. LORD GOD. formed man of the duſt of the ground, 


3 \ 
+ Called therefore, incifvi. 

t Styled accordingly, motares,—We find neither of theſe 
kinds in the new-born babe. As milk is, for a conſider- 
able time, its N food, teeth would be of no ſervice to 
the infant itſelf. As it is to preſs the tender nipple for this 
milky ſuſtenance, teeth would be painful and prejudicial to the 
nurſe. Therefore nature has poſtponed the formation of theſe 
fine implements, till they become both neceſſary and beneficial. 

[| This ornamental furniture of the mouth, is, in the grand 
oriental manner, deſcribed by Solomon; Thy teeth are like a flock 
of ſheep, that are even ſhorn, which come up from the wa ing, 

ant. iv. 2. Growing, not ſingle, like the noſe; not in pairs, 


* Ike the eyes; but in rows conſiderably numerous, like a flock. 


* 
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exempts them from pain in the office of maſtication 

As the rims and cuſhions of a billiard-table, keep 
the ball from flying off; and ſend it back inte- the 
green area, for repeated eflays of {kill ; fo the /ip; pre- 
vent the food from Uipping out of the mouth; and 
aſſiſted by the tongue, return it to the renewed at. 
trition of the grinders.— While the lips, in concert 
with the cheeks, are employed in this work, their 
motion compreſſes the circumjacent glands ; and, fron 
innumerable little orthces, a thin pellucid liquor ex. 
{udes: which moiſtens the attenuated food, and pre- 
pares it for more eaſy digeſtion. - When the mouth 
remains inactive, theſe fountains of ſpittle are, in , 
manner, cloſed. But when it is exerciſed, either in 
ſpeaking or eating, their moiſture then being pecu- 
liarly neceſſary, they never fail to give out a ſuſſicient 
quantity. 


When the foldier charges his carbine, the cartrid 


could not make its way to the bottom, without Fo 
protruſion of the rammer *. Neither would the food, 
which we reccive at the mouth, deſcend by the force 
of its own weight, through a narrow and clamm 
channel, into the ſtomach. To effectuate therefore, 
and expedite its paſſage, muſcles, doth ait and cir. 
cular, are provided. The former enlarge the cavit 
of the throat, and afford a more eaſy admittance ; the 
latter, cloſing behind the deſcending aliment, preſs it 
downwards, and finith the deglutition.—Before the 
food enters the gullet, it muſt of neceflity paſs over 
the orifice of the windpipe ; conſequently, mutt be in 
very imminent danger of falling upon the lungs. 
Which would, if not entirely obſtruct the breath, yet 
occaſion violent coughing g, and great incunvenien- 
cies. To obviate this evil, the all-foreſeeing CON. 
TRIVER has placed a moveable lid, or hung a car- 
tilaginous drawbridge f: which, when any the ſmall- 
elt particle of food advances to enter the ſtomach, is 
pulled down and ſhut cloſe; but the very moment the 
morſel is ſwallowed, it is ſet looſe and ſtands open, 
By this twofold artifice, the important paſſage is always 
barred and made ſure, againſt any noxious approach- 
es; yet is always left free for the neceſſary acceſſion of 
air, and commodious for the purpoſes of reſpiration. 
When the maltſter prepares his grain for the tranſ- 
mutations of the brewhouſe; he ſuffers it to lie ſe- 


veral hours, —_— in the ciſtern, before it is fit to 
be ſpread upon the floor, or dried on the kiln. The 


None riſing higher than the other; none ſtanding unduly 
prominent beyond another; but all ſet as true, as if they were 
ranged by the compaſs; and making as regular an appearance, 
as the flocks that are even ſborn,—They are clean alſo as the 
fleeces which have no ſpot, and white as the colour of the 
pureſt wool, like the flocks zuft come up from the waſhing. 
This, and the other ſimilitudes, are undoubtedly ae mean 
for the noble occaſion. Neither do they, in every circum- 
ſtance, quadrate with the functions deſcribed, The motion of 
the muſcles, which miniſter to the act of degluticion, is dif- 
ferent from the perpendicular protruſion of the rammer. And 
it is mentioned, only to demonſtrate the neceſſity of ſome pre 
felling force, in order to convey the aliment into the proper 
receptacle, 


When we deſcant upon a ſubje& of ſuch extenſive contri- 
vance, and ſuch finiſhed perfection, as the human ſtructure; # 
is ſcarce poſſible to find ſimilitudes, that will correſpond in af 
particulars, or that can riſe to the dignity of the original. Let 
if they tend, in any tolerable degree, to explain its formation, 
to diſplay its uſes, and render its wonderful œconomy ſome» 
woe more intelligible, perhaps they may be allowed to take 
place, 

I hope, it will be remembered, that Theron ſpeaks, not as an 
adept in the ſcience, but as one whoſe higheſt pretenſions are, 
to admire the work, and adore the AR'DIFICER. Which 
acknowledgment may entitle him to ſome candid indulgence, 
in caſe he ſhould offend againſt the preciſe anatomical exactneſs, 
either of ſentiment, or expreſſion. : 

7 This is what we experience, when, in eating or e 
any thing goes (as is commonly, and not improperly ſaid) / 
wrong way. 


+ Called the ig loltis. : 


meat and drink likewiſe muſt remain a conhderable 
time in the //omach, before they are of a proper con- 
filk-nce and temperature, either for the tender coats, 
vr the delicate operation of the bowels. For which 
purpoſe, that great receiver is made ſtrong to bear, 
_—-101ci0us to hold, —and fo curiouſly contrived, as 
10 ly a temporary embargo * upon its contents. Here 
ther are lodged in the very centre of Wart, and con, 
co ted by the molt kindly combination of heat and 
humidity. Here they are ſaturated with other fer- 
menting or diluting juices; and are kaeaded, as it 
were, by the motion of the ſtomach, and compreſſion 
of the neighbouring parts. So that every the minu- 
tell fragmeut is ſeparated ; the whole is reduced to a 
e., abundantly finer than the exacteſt grinding 
could effect; and all is worked up into the ſmootheſt, 
moſt nicely-mxed pulp imaginable.— From hence it is 
dillodged by a gently-acting force; and palies, by a 
radual tranſition, into the cavity of the inteſtines. 
Near the entrance; punctual as a porter in his lodge, 
waits the gall-bladder +; ready to transfuſe its acri- 
monious, but ſalutary juices, on the advancing all- 
ment: which drfolve its remaining viſcidities; ſcour 
the pallage of the inteſtines; and keep all it's fine a- 
pertures clear. This bag, as the ſtomach fills, 1s cle- 
vated by the diſtention; as the ſtomach cmptics, is 
proportionably depreſſed, The former poſture brings 
on 4 diſcharge, the latter occaſions a ſuppreſſion of the 
lite. It is furniſhed alſo with a valve, of a very pe- 
culiar, but moſt convenient form f; through Which 
the deterlive liquid cannot haſtily pour, but muſt 
gently 0oze.—Adnurable conſtruction! which, with- 
out any care or conſciouſneſs of ours, prohibits an 
 1mmoderate effuſion, yet aſcertains the needful ſupply. 
Sufficiently charged with this adventitious fluid, 
the nutritive maſs purſues its way through the inte- 
„inen. Whoſe wonderful meanders are incomparably 
more curious, than the mazes of the Dedalean laby- 
rinth. They are actuated with a worm-like or undu- 
latory motion || ; which protrudes. the received ali- 
ment, and ſorces its ſine milky particles into the /ac- 
t:al weſſels. Theſe are a ſeries of the molt delicate 
ſtrainers; ranged, in countleſs multitudes, all alon 
the tides of the winding paſſage. Each ſo nicely fra- 
med, as to admit the nutrimental balmy juices, and re- 
ject the groſs excrementitious dregs.— Had the inte- 
itines been rait and ort, the food might have gone 
through them, without reſigning a ſuſlicient quantity 
of its nouriſhing particles. Therefore this grandeſt of 
all the vital ducts, 1s artfully convolved, and greatly 
extended; to afford nature an opportunit of fifting 
more thoroughly whatever paſſes, and of detaining 
whatever may ſerve her purpoſes.—Leſt ſuch lengths 
of entrails thouid be entangled among themſelves, or 
be cumbrous to the wearer, they are packed into the 
neatelt folds, and lie within a narrow compaſs. The 
are at leaſt fix times longer I than the body = 
contains them. Yet are they /odged, not crouded ; in 
2 part, not in the whole region of the lower belly; 
and, amidſt this ſmall ſpace, have ſufficient room to 
execute the niceſt and moſt important functions.— 
Though the alimentary ſubſtance can never miſtake 


* Which is quite contrary to the ceconomy of the gqullet; 
though they are not only contiguous to each other, but a con- 
tinuation of the /ame tube. 

f The gall-bladder is ſituate upon the lower margin of the 
liver; and to ſecrete the bilicus juice, is ſuppoſed to be the prin- 
cipal uſe of that largeſt of glands. 

A ſpiral form. | 

| Styled vermicular or periflaltic, 

+ According to this calculation, they muſt meaſure, in a 
pretty tall man, mere than thirty-ſix feet —The ſubſtance of 
the howels, though thin to a delicacy, is ftlrong to a wonder. 
The ſkin of an ox-gut, I am told, will endure the blows of the 
g0'd-beater's hanuner, for many months, nay for ſeveral years, 


Na X. 


4 1 


BAA g dee | af 7 11 7 Tr 


its way; yet it may, through ſome accidental impedi- 
ment, attempt to return backward, In this caſe, a 
valve iatervencs; and renders, what would be ex- 
tremely pernicious, almoſt always impracticable.—Ag 
the whole proceeds in this ſerpentine courſe, it is per- 
petually ſending off detachments of nutritious juices. 
In conſequence of which, it would loſe its ſoft tem- 
perature ; might become rugged, and pain the tender 
parts; perhaps, be hindered from fliding on to its final 
exit. To prevent ſuch an obſtruction, glands are poſt- 
ed in proper places , and diſcharge a lubricating fluid, 
which aids the progreſs of the maſs, and renews the 
ſecretion of the chyle. Jill all that remains of the 
one, is clean drawn off; and the other But here you 
muſt excuſe me; and for my neglect of farther parti- 
cularity, your author ſhall make an apology ; Q2yemad- 
modum autem reliquiæ cibi depellantur, tum aftringentibus 


ſe inteſtinis, tum relaxantibus, haud ſane difficile dictu 


eſt : ſed tamen pretereundum eſt, ne quid habeat injucun- 
ditatis oratio . 4 01 
_ The chyle, drawn off by all the ſecretory orifices; 
is carried along millions of the fineſt f ducts, and lod- 
ged in ſeveral commodious cells . As a traveller, by 
baiting upon the road, and taking proper refreſhment; 


is better qualified to purſue his journey; ſo the chyle, 


diverting to thoſe little inns, is mixed with a thin, di- 
lating, watery ſubſtance, which renders it more apt 
to flow, and more fit for uſe.—From hence it is con- 
veyed to one common receptacle 4, and mounts through 
a perpendicular tube, When proviſion or ammunition 
1s tranſmitted to an army, it generally paſſes under an 


eſcort of able troops. As this is the immediate ſup- 
ort, and principal nouriſhment of the whole ſyſtem, 


its conveyance is guarded and aſcertained with pecu- 


liar caution. The perpendicular tube, not having ſuf- 


ficient force of its own, is laid contiguous to the great 
artery ; whoſe ſtrong pulſation drives on the creeping 


fluid ; enables it to overcome the ſteep aſcent, and un- 


load its precious treaſure at the very door of the heart. 


—Here it enters the trunk of a large vein, moſt con- 


veniently opened for its reception: It enters in a 


Aanting or oblique direction. By this method of ap- 
proach, it avoids thwarting, and coincides with the 
purple ſtream ; which, inſtead of obſtructing its ad- 


miſſion, expedites its paſſage ; and, inſtead of being a 
bar to exclude it, becomes a vehicle to waft it —Its 
entrance 1s farther ſecured by a valve, admirably con- 
ſtructed, and moſt happily ſituate : which '/uts the 
aperture againſt the refluent blood, in caſe it ſhould 
offer to obtrude itſelf ; but opens a free, ſafe, and eaſy 
aycnue, to introduce this milk, this manna of nature. 


* * 


In the bowels, which lie neareſt the ſtomach, theſe glands 
are ſmaller or ſeuer; becauſe in thoſe parts the aliment is 
copiouſly furniſhed with moiſture. Whereas, in the bowels, 
which are more remote from the ſtomach, and receive the food 
drained of a conſiderable quantity of its chyle, the lubricating 
glands wc either multiplied or enlarged. A moſt admirable pro- 


viſion! apparently diverſified, according to the ſeveral changes of 


the aliment, yet exactly adapted to the exigences of the animal. 


+ CiceRo de nat, Deor.— As Theron avoids meddling with a 
ſubje&, which is become uſeleſs and putreſcent. I think my- 
ſelf obliged to imitate his delicacy, Only I would add one re- 
mark in the notes, and ſhall beg leave to expreſs it in Greek: 


that if it ſhould prove, in any degree, diſguſtful; it may 
have, at leaſt, the negative merit, not to offend many readers; 


Emu de ra ano xupuvic Tue A, artrprie rug ru Tor o Hur n puric, 3 anmiuy n Ive 
yelov Tpoowlaly aro 750 e. SOCRAT, Memorab. | 

_ | Fine indeed ! fance their orifices, through which they ad- 
mit the chyle, are not diſcoverable even by the very beſt micro- 


| ſeopes. To this prodigiouſly-nice conſtrutture it 3 th:t 


nothing enters the ſubſtance of the blood, but what is ſmaller 
than the ſmalleſt arteries in the ſyſtem; and thereby fitted to 


paſs through the fineſt capillary veſſels, without caufing any 


obſtruction. The glands of the meſentery. 


+ The receptaculum chyli; a reſervatory placed near the left 


kidney. 


* 
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The bhod, through every ſtage of its ample circuit, 
having ſuſtained great expences; being laid under 
contribution, by every gland in the whole ſyſtem ; 
and having ſupplied myriads of the capillary veſſels 
with matter for 1nſenfible perſpiration ; muſt be very 
much impoveriſhed ; but is moſt opportunely re- 
cruited by this acceſſion of chyle.—Yet Bough recruits 
ed, it is not refined. In its ron crude itate, it 1s 
abſolutely unqualified to pertorm the vital tour, or 
carry on the animal functions. Therefore, by a grand 
apparatus of muſcular fibres, it is wafted into the 
lungs ;, and pours a thouſand, thouſand rills into either 
lobe:—ln the cells, the ſpongy cells of this amazing 
laboratory, it imbibes the influences of the external air; 
its heterogencous parts are thoroughly incorporated; 
and its whole ſubſtance is made cool, ſmooth, and 
florid.— Thus improved, thus exalted, it is tranſmit- 
ted to the left ventricle of the HEART; a ſtrong, active, 
indefatigable * muſcle ; placed in the very centre of 
the item. Impelled by this beating engine, part 
ſhoots upward ; and ſweeps, with a bounding impe- 
tus, into the head. There it impregnates the prohific 
felds of the brain; and forms. thoſe /ubtile ſpirituous 
des #, which impart ſenſe to every nerve, and com- 
municate motion to every limb. Part flows down- 
ward; rolls the reeking current through all the lower 
quarters; and diſpenſes the nutrimental ſtores, even 
to the meaneſt member, and the minutelt veſlel. 

Obſerve, how the ſtately Thames, and the rapid 
Rhine, refreſh the foreſts and the groves; water the 
towns, which croud their banks; and make the mea- 
dos they interſect, laugh and ſing. So, only with 
an incomparably-richer fluid, and with in lately more 
. . this e Mia laves the ſeveral 

ions of the body; transfuſing vigour, and propa- 
_— health, through the whole. YO FP 

But how ſhall a ſtream, divided into myriads of 
channels, and pervading innumerable tracts, how ſhall 
this be brought back again to its ſource? Should any 
portion, like your lake-waters after a land- flood, de- 
yiate from their courſe, or be unable to return, - pu- 
trefaction would take place, —a nuiſance would ariſe, 
—death might enſue. Therefore the all-wiſe CRE A- 
TOR has connected the extremity of the arteries, 
with the beginning of the veins. So that the ſame 
force, which darts the ccimſon wave through the 
former, drives it through the latter. Thus it is recon- 
ducted, without the leaſt extravaſation, to the great 
 filient ciſtern 1. There played off afreſh, it renews 
and perpetuates the vital functions. 


* Indefatigable. This is a very diſtinguiſhing, and no leſs 
amazing property of the heart. The large muſcles of the arm, 
or the much larger of the thigh, are ſoon wearied. A day's 

ur, or a day's journey, will exhauſt their ſtrength, But 

he muſcle, which conſtitutes the heart, works through whole 

weeks, whole months, whole years, and never becomes weary z 
is equally a ſtranger to intermiſſion and fatigue. 

+ Theſe. are, what we call, the animal ſpirits ; and it is ge- 
nerally ſuppoſed, that ſenſation; is cauſed by the undulatory mo- 
tion of this nervous fluid. Though ſome imagine it is perform- 
ed by the-vihratery motion of the nerves themſelves.—Qthers 
think, that neither of theſe opinions will comport with the 
texture of thaſe- fine tubes, or with the nature of the fluid 
they contain. It is, I believe, one of thoſe myferies in the 
material world, which, may. reconcile thinking and unprejudiced 
minds to the myſteries of the Chriſtian revelation, Why ſhould 
any one wonder, to ſind ſame doctrines in the BI BLE, that ſur- 
2 reach of human underſtanding when there are ſo many 
aperations in the body, confeſſedly and abſolutely incxplicable 
by the. malt acute anatomiſt? ate e t 

1 Solomon makes uſt of this ſimilitude Or ever the pitcher 
by brolen at tb fountain'; or the wheel: broken at the ciftern, 


The two ventriolks. of the heart, repleniſhed: with blood, are 
fitly repreſentod by a eiern; and the contractile force of their 


fibres acts like the; water-wheel, in hydraulics.— The prtchgr, 
which receives the water at the ſpring-head, and conveys it a- 


* 


AN Y 


that contrivanee, regularity, and 


As PAS o. 


Where two eppo/ite currents would be in danger of 
claſhing, a fibrous excreſcence interpoſes *; Which 
like a projecting pier, breaks the ſtroke of each, and 
throws both into their proper receptacle. — When the 
wafture is to be ſpeedy, the channels either forbear tg 
wind in their courſe 4, or to leſſen in their dimen. 
ſions f. When the progreſs is to be retarded, th, 
tubes are twined into various convolutions ||, or 
their diameter is contracted into a narrower f1ze 
Modelled by theſe judicious rules, guarded by theſe 
wiſe precuations, the living flood never diſcontinye; 
its interchangeable tide; but, night and day, Whether 
we fleep or wake, ſtill perſeveres to ly briſkly 
through the arteries, aud. return Y through the 
Veins. 

Such aſtoniſhing expedients are uſed, to elaborate 
the chyle,—to blend it with the blood, and to difri. 
bute both through the body ; by means of which, the 
animal conſtitution is maintained. In youth, its bulk 
is increaſed ; in age, its decays are repaired ; and it is 
kept in tenantable condition for the ſoul, during tue 
ſpace of ſeventy or eighty years. 

Theſe are a few, and 02 a very few inſtances of 
auty, which are 
obſervable in the human frame. Attentive inguirery 
diſcover deeper footſteps of delign, and mare refined 
ſtrokes of ſKill; diſcover them, not only in the grand 
and moſt diſtinguiſhed parts, but in every limb, and 
in every organ; I may venture to add, in every 
oe that 15 extended, and in every globule | that 

ows. N 


Aſp. What a various, but uniform ſyſtem, is the bo- 
dy! I ſee the greateſt multiplicity of parts, yet the 
moſt perfect harmony ſubſiſts between them all. No 
one hinders, but ach aſſiſts, the operation of another; 
and all conſpire to the benefit and preſervation of the 
whole. Moſt judiciouſly has the great apoſtle touch - 
ed this ſubject; and moſt happily applied it, to illu- 
ſtrate the reaſonableneſs, and enforce the practice, 
both of eee and /ocial duties, of private content 
and public concord =. 

The body, he obſerves, is not one member, but many, 
To each of which ſome peculiar and needful office 
is aſſigned. So that the yt, though placed in the 
loweſt order, and deſtined to ſerve on the very ground, 
has no reaſon to reckon itſelf a worthleſs outcaſt ; 
or to ſay, Becauje I am not the head, I am not of the 
body. Neither has the head, in its exalted ſtation, 
and amidſt its honourable functions, any cauſe to de- 
ſpiſe the inferior limbs; or to ſay, with contempt and 
ſelf- ſufficiency, I have no need of go If there were no 
feet, what would become of the locomotive faculty! 
Or how could the body convey itſelf from one place 
to another? If there were no hands, what ſhould we 
do for the inſtruments of action? or how could the 
animal frame be defended and accommodated ? — 
Nay, the parts, which ſeem to be leſs honourable, are ne- 
ceſſary. Even thoſe which form the ſediments, or 
throw off the dregs, are of the laſt importance to life 


wa for the owner's ſervice, may probably ſignify the aorta, 
and the pulmonary artery; whoſe functions correſpond with the 
uſes of ſuch a veſſel, Eccl. xii. 6. 
* In the point, where the ſtreams, from the, vena cave and 
vena aſcendens, meet, 
+ In the great artery, that deſcends to the foet. 
t In every interval, between all the ramifications. 
In the veſfels, which carry the blood to the brain; which 
me viſcous ſecretions; and indeed which conſtitute all the 
glands. | 
3: The extreme minuteneſ of the plobules, which form the 
red part of our blood, is one exemplification of this remark ; 
if, as Mr Lewenhoeck computes, every globule be 125,000 times 
ſmaller than the ſmalleſt grain of ſind. 
== Hce 1 Or. xii. 12, Ge. 
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and its comforts. Should thoſe be obſtructed in their 
Aion, the molt raging torment enſues ; ſhould the 
vſtrution continue, death is the inevitable conſe- 
auence. By this wife adjuſtment, there is no ſchiſin in 
Ne h y; no ſeparate or interfering ends are purſued 
by the members; but the ſafety and ſupport of each are 
che one undivided care of all. 1 5 
Thus ſhould it be among men, and among Chriſtians; 
in the civil community, and in the catholic church. 
rerc is in both a /ubordination of perſons, but a con. 
{1tonation of intereſts. For which reaſon, a general 
avreement ſhould take place, and a mutual ſubſervi- 
ency to each other's welfare, —The meaneſt have no 
cauſe to be diſſatisfied with their condition; but to 
acquieſce in the unerring diſpoſal of Providence, and 
chearfully contribute their ſhare to the common good. 
— The hi2heft Mould condeſcend to men of low eltate; 
and maintain a re zard to the wellbeing of the pooreſt, 
as chat which is intimately connected with their own. 
In a word, each ſhould feel a tender concern for all ; 
rejoicing in their happineſs, and ſtudying to eſtabliſh 
it; Urs "hs with their miſeries, and endeavouring 
:al them. 
Ky py ſure, my Theron will be pleaſed with this fine 
comnpariton, uſed by the apoſtle; and adapted to pur- 
poles, at once ſo noble and fo benevolent. Eſpecially, 
uit receives additional propriety and force from his own 
obſerrationz. — But I have one more inquiry to make. 
Your ſyſtem, though organized, though endued 
with a principle of motion, and furniſhed with the 
powers of nutrition, is ſtill deſtitute of /en/e.— The 
crextion abounds with objects fitted to yield the moſt 
reſined entertainment, The ſun impurples the robe 
of morning, and ſtars beſpangle the curtains of — 
Flowers of filver whiteneſs, and of golden luſtre, 
enamel the ground. Fruits of all radiant hues, and 
of every delicious taſte, hang amiably dangling on the 
boughs. | 


of theſe various delights. Without which, the breath 
of fields muſt loſe its reviving fragrance ; the whiſper- 
ing grove muſt degenerate into ſullen ſilence; and na- 
ture's book of knowledge, all fair and inſtructive, be 
no better than a vaſt unmeaning blank. 

Ther. Therefore the great CREATOR, profuſe- 
ly gracious to mankind, has made us a preſent, an in- 
eſtimable preſent, of the ſenſes ; to be the inlets of in- 


_ nurcerable pleaſures, and the means of adminiſtering 
the moſt valuable advantages. 


High in the head, bright and conſpicuous as a ſtar 
in the brow of evening, is placed the ee. In this 


elevated ſituation, like a centinel poſted in his watch» 


tower, it commands the molt enlarged proſpect.— 
Conſiſting only of ſimple fluids, incloſed in thin tuni- 
cles, it conveys to our apprehenſion all the graces. of 
blooming nature, and all the glories of the viſible 
heavens. — How prodigiouſſy wonderful! that an i- 
mage of the huge/t mountains, and a tranſcript of the 
moſt divegſiſed landſcapes, ſhall enter the ſmall circlet 
of the pupil How ſurpriſingly artful | that the rays 
of light, like au inimitable pencil, ſhould paint on the 
optic nerves ; paint in an inſtant of time; paint in their 
trueft colours, and exadteſt lineaments, every ſpecies of 
external objects 
The eye is ſo tender, that a ſlight accident, ſcarce 
perceivable by ſome other parts of the body, would 
very injurious to its delicate frame. It is guarded 


therefore with remarkable circumſpection, and the 


moſt ſolicitous care; with a care evidently pro rtion- 
ed to its nice texture, and extenſive uſefulneis. It is 


intrenched deep in the head; and barricaded, on every 
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ſide, with a ſtrong fortification of hones. As the in“ 
curſion of the ſmalleſt fly would incommode the po- 
liſhed: ſurface, it is farther defended by two ſubRantial 
curtains, hung on a moſt {ſlender cartilaginous rod: 
which ſecure it, not barely from blows, and from any 
hurtful attrition, but alſo from every traubleſome an- 
noyance. In fleep, when there is no occaſion to ex- 
erciſe the ſenſe, but an abſolute neceſſity to protect the 
organ, theſe curtains /portaneou/ly cloſe, and never 
fail to lie ſhut; At any time, they will // together 
with a motiqn quick as the alarm of fear, I had al- 
moſt ſaid, quicker than thought itſelf. At all times 
they are lined with an extremely-fine ſponge *, wet 
with its own native deut; which lubricate the eye- 
ball ; oil, as it were, its wheels ; and fit it for a courſe 
of unwearied activity. At the end ot this ſkinny man- 
telet (if I may uſe the military ſtyle) is planted a range 


of briſtly paliſadoes + : which keep out the leaſt 


mote; ward off even the ſtraggling atom; and mo- 
derate the otherwiſe too potent impreſſions of the 
ſun- beams ]. 4 | 3844 

The brows are a kind of natural pent-houfe, thatched 
and arched with curious wreaths of hair. The thatch 
is intended to divert the ſweat from trickling into the 
eyes, and offending them with its brine. The arches 
are ſo finely coloured, and ſo elegantly turned, that 
they ſet off the whiteneſs of the forehead, and beſtow 
additional grace on the whole cauntenance.—Becauſe; 
in our waking hours, there is almoſt an inceſſant call 
for thoſe little orbs, they run upon the fineſt caſters ; 
rolling upwards or downwards, to the right hand or to 
the left, with the utmoſt ſpeed; and with equal eaſe. 
Which circumſtance, added to the flexibility of the 


neck, renders our two eyes as uſeful, as if the whole 


body, like the living creatures in St John's viſion, was 
Full of eyes before and behind ||. 

The ear conſiſts of an outward porch and inner rooms, 
with tools of the moſt admirable contrivance and fix 
niſhed workmanſhip. The contrivance and the Work- 
manſhip incomparably nicer than the deſigns of Palla- 
dio, or the architecture of Solomon's temple ; thought 
the former were drawn from the magnificent monu- 
ments of Rome, though the latter was built in the 
taſte of heaven, Yea, ſo conſummately nice is the 
ſtructure of this organ, that G0 D, the only wiſe 
G ON, is not aſhamed to be called its artificer. Hs 


that Moe the ear |, is to be found among the titles 
of the exalted J EH OV AH. —In one very remark- 


able peculiarity, this minute fabric reſembles that ſa - 


The glanduls lachrymalis and. its dufts; openirig dn the 
inner part of the eyelid, and ſecreting the fluid, which Theron 
calls its oil; becauſe it jrrigates the eyeball; and facilitates ics 


motion. 


+ The hairs, which ariſe upon the extremities of the eye- 
laſh, grow only to a certain convenient length, and neyer ſtand 
in need of cutting. They are not flaccid and pendulous, like 
thoſe of the head; but „iF and prominent, like. briſtles. The 
firſt ſort wonld be troubleſome, the laſt is beneficial, — Add 1d 
this, that their points ſtand out of the way; thoſe of the up- 
per eyelid being bent upwards, and thoſe of the lower down- 
wards.—80 nice is nature, even in ſuch ſmall matters ! 


t The. inceſſant, the more than fatherly care, which the 
LORD GOD ALMIGHTY takes of his people, is repreſented 
in ſcripture by this extraordinary proviſion made for the fecu- 
rity of the eye: which is one of the fineft images, that fancy 
can form; and one of the moſt conſolatary truths, that faith 
can believe. He kept him as the apple of. his eye, Deut. xxxii, 
10,—He that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of. his eye, Zoch. 
ti, 8,—The reader will eaſily ſee; that the compariſon, eve: 
way beautiful, is carried to the higheſt pitch of energy — 
beauty, by the ſacred writers, Not barely the eye, bur cheap. 
ple or pupil of the eye; the tendoreſt part even of the mol 
tender member. | | 


| Pal, xciv. g, + B i 6 
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cred edifice; tle porch being loftier * than any other 
part of the building. | | 

- The porch I call that ſemicircular lodge, which ſtands 
ſomewhat prominent from the Lead; and is—not /t 
and /inking as fleſh, leſt it ſhould abſorb the found, ra- 
ther than promote the repercuſſion; not hard and /?b- 
horn as bone, leſt it ſhould occaſion painful inconve- 
niencies, when we repoſe ourſelves on either ſide; 
but of a carti/aginous ſubſtance, covered with a tight 
expanſion of ſkin, and wrought into irregular bends 
and hollows : which, like circling hills, or ſurround- 
ing rocky ſhores g, collect the wandering undulations 
of the air; and tran{mit them, with a vigorous im- 
pulſe, to the finely- ſtretched membrane of the tympa- 
num -The avenue, or narrow entry, is ſecured from 
the inſinuating attempts of little inſects, by a moraſs 
(ſhall I fay ?) of bitter. and viſcous matter; diſguſtful 
to their taſte, and embarraſſing to their feet, —The 
hammer and the anvil ; the /tirrup and the drum,; the 
winding labyrinths ||, and the ſounding galleries; 
theſe, and other pieces of mechaniſm, all inſtrumental 
to the power of hearing, are beyond deſcription cu- 
rious. 

Amaxingly- nice muſt be the formation, and incon- 
ceivably- exact the tenſion, of the auditory nerves; 
ſince they correſpond with the ſmalleſt tremors of the 
atmoſphere, and eaſily diſtinguiſh their moſt ſubtile 
variations. With the gentle gales that fan us, or 
even with the ruder blaſts that aſſault us, theſe deli- 
cate ſtrings are but little affected. Whereas they are 
perfect un/ons with thoſe fine, thoſe ſignificant agita- 
tions of the air, which the acuteſt touch is unable to 
diſcern. Theſe living chords, tuned by an almighty 
hand, and diffuſed through the echoing iſles, and ſo- 
norous cells, —theſe receive the * of ſound, 
and propagate them to the brain. Theſe + give exi- 
ſtence to the charms of muſic, and reciprocate the ra- 
tional entertainments of diſcourſe. Theſe treat my 
Aſpaſio with the melody of the woodland choirs, and 
afford me the ſuperior pleaſure of my friend's conver- 
ſation. | 

The eye perceives only the objects that are before it; 
whereas the ear warns us of tranſactions, that paſs a- 
bove us, behind us, all around us.—The eye is uſeleſs, 
amidſt the gloom of night, and cannot carry its obſer- 
vation through the bolted door, or the cloſed window- 
mutter. But the ear admits her intelligence, through 
the darke/} medium, and the minuteſt i 


eye is upon duty, only in our waking hours; but the 


„Compare 1 Kings vi. 2. with 2 Chron. iii. 4. 
+ Alluding to thoſe expreſſive lines, where echo ſcems to live 
in the ſound, as well as in the ſenſe ; 


Vocemque incluſa volutant 
Littora, pulſati colles clamore reſultant. V1RG. 


; 80 called, becauſe it reſembles a drum, both in figure and 
uſe, Being a fine ſkin, expanded upon a circle of bones, and 
over a poliſhed reverberating cavity.—lt is affected by the vi- 
brations of the external air, as the covering of the war-drum 
is by the impreſſions of the ſtick, —It is alſo furniſhed with 
braces, which ſtrain or relax it at pleaſure ; and accommodate 
its tenſion either to loud or languid ſounds. 


Of this kind is the auditory tube, intended to ſoften and 
Fuel the ruſhing ſound, Left, if the incurſion were direct, 
might be too impetuous, and injure the delicate expanſe of 
the tympanum,—While this is deſigned to moderate, the con- 
cavities of the inner ſtructure are prepared to heighten and in- 
vigorate the ſound, by calling in the auxiliary force of an echo, 


uch intentions, ſo varying, nay ſo oppoſite, concur to form 
this admirable organ ! 


. Elegantly ſtyled, the daughters of muſic. For this phraſe 
may refer, as well to the organs which diſtinguiſh, as to thoſe 
which form, the harmonious accents. Eccl. xii. 4.—Methinks, 
I am always deſirous to add any appoſite expreſſion, or paral- 


lel paſſage from the BiBLz, As I find; writers of taſte and 
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ear is always expanded, and always acceſſible &, 4 
courier which never tires; a centry ever in his box 
To ſecure a reſource, in caſe any misfortune ſhould dit. 
able one of the hearing or ſceing organs, our all 
cious MAKE R has given us duplicates of each, 

As there are tremulous concuſlſions impreſſed yn. 
on the air, diſcernable only by the inſtruments of 
hearing; there are alſo odoriferous particles, wafted 
by the ſame aereal vehicle, which ale perccivable on. 
ly by the /re/{.—The nottrils are wide at the bot. 
tom, that a large quantity of eflluvia may enter; 
narrow at the top, that, when entered, they may 
clole their ranks, and act with greater vigour.— 
Fine, beyond all imagination, are the ſteams which 
exhale from fetid or fragrant bodies. The very beſt 
microſcopes, which diſcover thouſands and thouſand, of 
ee in a drop of putreficd water, cannot brin 
one individual, among all thele evaneſcent legions, 40 
our ſight. They fail, in numberleſs ſquadrons, clo; 
to our eyes, cloſe by our ears; yet are fo amazingly 
attenuated, that they clude the ſcarch of both. Ne 

Y 


la- 


ver. 
theleſs, ſo judiciouſly + are the offadory nets laid, and 
to artfully their meſhes ſized; that they catch theſe 
vaniſhing fugitives. They catch the roaming per. 
fumes, which fly off from the openin honeyiuckle; 
and take in the ſtationed ſweets, which hover round 
the expanded roſe. They imbibe all the balmy fra. 
grance of ſpring, all the aromatic exhalations of au- 
tumn, and enable us to banquet even on the i 
dainties of nature. 


Furnithed with theſe ſeveral organs, 


Net a breeze 

Flies &er the meadow, not a cloud imbibes 
The ſetting ſun's effulgence, not a ſtrain 
From all the tenants of the warbling ſhade 
Aſcends, but whence aur ſenſes can partake 


Freſh pleaſure . 


Another capacity for frequent pleaſure, our bountiful 


CREATOR has beſtowed, in granting us the powers 


of taſte. By means of which, the food that ſupports 


politeneſs are ſtudious to embelliſh their works, with quotations 
from the claſſics. And I perſuade myſelf, the r2ader will al. 
low me to gratify this favourite inclination : becauſe every por- 
tion of that ineſtimable book, however minute, is like the 
filings of gold, or the ſparks of a diamond; is ſure, when 
properly applied, to add worth, and impart beauty. 

* Auditus autem ſemper patet. Ejus enim ſenſus etiam ders 
mientes egemus, A quo, cum ſonus eſt acceptus, eitam e ſom 
excutimur, De nat. Deor. 


+ The keenneſs and ſagacity of this ſenſe, furniſhed the evan» 
gelical prophet with a beautiful metaphor, to diſplay the accu- 
racy of the MESSIAH's judgment in ſpiritual things, / xi. 3. 

m implies his faculty or ſenſe of ſmelling ; which expreſ- 
ſion is accommodated to our language, and properly enough 
tranſlated, ſball make him of quick underſtanding. q. du“ ye 
« thall judge, not according to external appearance, but ac- 
*« cording to the ſtate of the inner man, Unfeigned ſelf-abaſe- 
« ment, affiance in a REDEEMER's righteouſneſs, and 
& faith purifying the heart; theſe endowments, though not 
ce obſerved, or, if obſerved, not valued by the world; the/* 
&« ſhall be the teſt of his approbation, and the objects of his 
© eſteem, Theſe conſtitute, what is called in the next words, 
„ the fear of the LORD. 

In determining the reality of theſe qualities, he ſhall be 
unerringly exact, and infallibly rue. Let Hypocriſy put on 
every maſk, and practiſe all her wiles, they {hall avail no- 
„ thing before the ROOT and OFFSPRING of David. (ver. 

1.) As thoſe extremely ſubtile effluvia, which eſcape the 
inquiſition of every other ſenſe, are eaſily and perfectly diſs 
&« tinguiſhed by the /mell; ſo thoſe receſſes of the breaſt, 
and thoſe ſecrets of the heart, which lie too deep for all hu- 
man diſcernment ; even they are naked and open, are obvi- 
ous and palpable, to his divinely ſagacious underſtanding. 


t See that very elegant poem, The pleaſures of imaginations 
book II. % £29” e . | 


cc 


* 


our body, 


52 itri it neſicial recruits— 


The razor, whetted with oil,. becomes more — 
ly keen. Ihe ſaliva, ſlovaug upon the tongue, an 
: iſtening its Nerves, quickens them into the livelieſt 
* of ſenſation.— This ſenſe is circumſtanced, in a 
— peculiarly, benign and wiſe; ſo as to be a ſtand- 
— though ſilent plea for temperance. Without re- 
curring to the vengeance of G OD, or the terrors of 
eternal judgment, it is a powerful diſſuaſive from ir- 
egular and exceſſive indulgencies. Becauſe the exer- 
(ie of ſobriety ſets the ſineſt edge on its faculties z 
ind adds the moſt poignant reliſh to its enjoyments. 
Whereas riot and voluptuouineſs pa// the appetite ; 
hlunt its ſenſibility; and render the gratiſications ex- 
wemely languid, if not perfectly inſipid— The fight, 
the imeil, the taſte are, not only ſo many ſeparate 
{urces of delight, but a joint ſecurity to our health. 
They are the vigilant and accurate inſpectors, which 
examine our food, and inquire into its properties, 
whether it be pleaſant or diſagreeable, wholclome or 
noxious. For the diſcharge of this office, they are 
excellently qualiſied, and molt commodioufly htuate. 
go that nothing can gain admiſſion through the mouth, 
till it bas undergane the ſcrutiny, and obtained the 
aſlport of them all. f 

Jo all theſe, as a moſt neceſſary and advantageous 
ſupplement, is added the ſenile of feeling a Which ren- 
ders the whole aſſemblage complete. While other ſen- 
{es have a particular place of reſidence, this is diffuſed 
throughout the v body. In the palms of the hands, 


on the tips of the fingers, and indeed through all the 


extreme parts of the Heth, it is moſt quick and lively ; 
as the advanced guards, or ſcouts upon the frontiers, 
are or ought to be peculiarly attentive and waketul.— 


Scouts did I fay ? The whole army of Xerxes, drawn. 
out in battle-array, with bis millions of ſupernumerary 
attendants *, were but like a few gleaners ſtraggling 


in the field, if compared, either in number or order, 


with thoſe nervous detachments, which pervade the 


texture of the ſkin, and miniſter to the act of feeling. 
How happily is this ſenſe tempered between the two 
extremes! Neither fo achte, as the membranes of 
the eye; nor ſo obtuſe, as the callus of the heel. The 
former would expoſe us to continual pain; render our 
cloaths galling, and the very down oppreſſive, The 
latter would quite benumb the body, and almoſt an- 
nihilate the touch. Nor this alone, but % the ſenſes 
are moſt exactly adapted to their reſpective oſlices, and 
to the exigencies of our preſent ſtate. Were they 
ſtrained to a much higher tone, they would be avenues 
of anguiſh, , Were they relaxed into greater inſenſibi- 
lity, they would be ſo many uſeleſs incumbrances. 
Asp. How admirable and gracious is this proviſion, 
which the bIcfſed G O D has made, to accommodate 
us with delightful ſenfations, and inſtructive ideas! 


—The taſte, the touch, and the ſmell, are ſomewhat 
ſtrattened in the extent of their operations. The ear 


carries on 2 correſpondence with a in o circle of ob- 
jects. But the ſight moſt amply ſupplies whatever is 
wanting in all the other ſenſes. The light ſpreads it- 
ſelf to an infinite multitude of bodies, and brings with- 
in our notice ſome of the remoteft parts of the univerſe. 
—The taſte, the touch, the ſmel}, perceive nothing 
but what is brought to 'their very doors. Whereas 
the eye extends its obſervation, as far as the orbit of 


the inconceivable diſtance of the ſtars. The compaſs 
of the earth, and the immenſity of the ſkies, are its 
unlimited ran ge. ; 


From this remarkable variety, with regard to the 


The ſoldiers and attendants of Xerxes, amounted to five 


millions two hundred and eighty thouſand, Another army, ſo - 
Age and numerous, occurs not in all the records of hiſtory, 


Vid. Henop. lib. VII. 
NIX, 
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(1s our palate; firſt, treats us with a plea- /phere and aclivity of the ſenſes, St Paul forms one of 


the fineſt, boldeſt, and moſt important compariſons in 
the world. By this he illuſtrates the difference be- 
tween the wiſdom which is derived from the word of 
divine revelation, and the wiſdom which is acquired 
by dint of human application.-—In his oration to the 
Athenians, ſpeaking of their moſt celebrated ſages, he 
lays, If /o be, they night teel after, and find HIM *, 
In his epiſtle to the Hebrews, ſpeaking of the man Mo- 


ſes, our author obſerves, that he endured as ſeeing 


1m who 1s inviſible f. Writing to his Corinthian con- 
verts, he adds, as a farther heightening of the con- 
traſt, We all beholding with open face the glory of the 
LORD .- The knowledge of the philoſopher, is like 
that obſcure and fcanty information, which is to be 
obtained by groping with the hand in a dark night, 
The knowledge of the Chri/tian, is like that copious 
influx of clear and enlarged ideas, which we receive 
by the mediation of the eye, amidſt the ſhining of a 
bright day. e de e 

Tully, we ſind, has, in the book before us, hit upon 
ſome of the moſt general and obvious uſes, to which 
the ſeveral parts of the human body are adapted. Yet 
how ſuperficial and deficient appears his penetration, 
when we take in the much deeper diſcoveries, and 
the much higher unprovements of our modern ana- 
tomy! Thus, and abundantly more defective, is his 
knowledge of moral duties and divine doctrines; 
when compared with what is taught us in the plain 
ſermon on the mount, and the unſtudied epiſtles of 
the J7etoiſh tent-maker. | 

Therefore, though I would bleſs the beneficent 
GOD, for the miniſtration of all the ſenſes, and par- 
ticularly for the noble organs of viſion ; I would be 
more eſpecially thankful 10 
CHRIST JESUS and his glorious goſpel; as 


well as for that ſpiritual eye ||, by which the one is 
underſtood, and the other ſeen, —a lively faith. IT 


would alſo long for that place of beatific enjoyment, 


where our views of the adorable GODHEAD, and 


our acquaintance with the ſublimeſt truths, will as 
much tranſcend all our preſent apprehenſions, as the 


moſt culightened ſaint exceeds the benighted Gentile. 


| Ther. The crowning gift, — that which improves 
the ſatisfaction, and augments the beneficial effects, 
accruing from all the ſenſes, is ſpeech. Speech makes 
me a gainer from the eyes and ears of other people ; 
from the ideas they conceive, and the obſervations 
they make. And what an admirable inſtrument, for 


articulating the voice, and modifying it into ſpeech, 


is the 7ongue /—The tongue has neither bone nor joint; 


yet faſhions itſelf, with the utmoſt volubility, into e- 


very ſhape and every poſture, which can expreſs ſen- 
timent, or conſtitute harmony. This little collection of 
muſcular fibres, under the conducting ſkill of the CRE- 
ATOR, is the artificer of our words J. By this we 


communicate the ſecrets of the breaſt, and make our 
very thoughts audible. — this we inſtruct the igno- 
rant, and comfort the di 


reſſed; we glorify GOD, 


„ 4s xvii. 27. Ei apa ye naagnouay cov. 
+ Heb. xi. 27, + 2 Cor. iii. 18. 


| Luke xxiv. 45. Then opened be their underſtanding, that 


they might underſtand the ſcriptures. awoke is the word uſed in 


Saturn ; nay glances, and in an inſtant of time, to fn place, and the word uſed by the eyangelical hiſtorian, when 
, 5 f 


he relates that ſupernatural act, which gave ſight to the blind. 
+ I am ſenſible, that the glottis has a conſiderable ſhare, in 


modulating the found, and forming the voice. But, as the na - 
ture and office of this moſt curious aperture, are very little 


known by the generality of people; we chuſe to follow the 
popular opinion, ſo neatly deſcribed by the poet, | 


own — — Dadala linguſ. 
Lingua fighratrix verborum, opifexque loquele.. 


20% OO" 


* 


or that light of the world, 


Anti- Lucret, 
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and edify each other * ; the academic explains the ab- 
ſtruſeſt ſciences, and the eccleſiaſtic preaches the e- 
verlaſting goſpel.— This is like wiſe the cflicient of 
muſic, It is ſoft as the lute, or thrill as the trumpet ; it 
can warble as the lyre, or reſound like the organ. Con- 
netting the ſacred anthem with its tuneful itrains, we 
ſootli the cares, and beguile the toils of life; we imi- 
tate the angelic choirs, and anticipate, in ſome degree, 
their celeſtial joys.—As the tongue requires full icope, 
and an eaſy play, it is lodged in an ample cavity; and 
{wrounded with reſervoirs of ſpittle, always ready to 
diitil the lubricating dews. It moves under a concave 


roof, which ſerves as a ſounding-board to the voice; 


giving it much the ſame additional vigour and grace, 
as the ſhell of a violin adds to the language of the 
ſtrings. 

Wiſe, —-wonderfully wiſe, and eminently gracious, 
is the regulation both of ſpontaneous and involuntary 
motion. Was this regulation reverſed, what depio- 
rable inconveniencics would take place; nay, what 
unavoidable ruin mutt enſue! Deptoravie inconventen- 
cigs ; if the diſcharges ot the bowels, or evacuations 
of the bladder, were quite independent on our leave. 
Unaveidable ruin; if the action of the heart required 
the co-operation of our thouguts, or the bulinels of 
reſpiration waited for the concurrence or our will. 

The will, in lord caſes, has not ſo mucu as a ſingle 
vote. In others the determines and commands, like an 
abſolute ſovarcign ; nor is theie a mynarch upon earth 
ſo punctually obeyed, as this queen of the human ſy- 
ſtem. If ſhe but intimate her pleaiure, the tpirits run, 
they fly, to execute her orders; to itretch the arm, 
or cloſe the hand ; to furrow the brow with trowns, 
or dimple the cheek with ftuiles.—tlow eaſily, as well 
as punctually, are theſe orders carried into Execution ! 
To turn the ſcrew, or work the lever, is laborious and 
weariſome. But we move the vertebræ, with all their 
appendent chambers ; we advance the leg, with the 
whole incumbent body; we ric from our teat z we 
ſpring from the ground, aud though much force 15 


exerted, though a very coniderable weight is raiſed, 


we meet with no diſſiculty, we complain of no fatigue. 

That all this ſhould be effected, without any toil, 
and by a bare att of the will, is very turpriiing. But 
that theſe motions ſhould be made, reuewed, conti- 
nued, even while we remain ent:rely ignorant of the 
manner in which they are pertormed, 15 beyond mea- 
ſure aſtoniſhing.—Who can play io mucn as a /ingle 
tune upon the ſpinnet, without learning the difference 
of the be s, Or itudying the rudiments of mulic ? Im- 
poſlible ! Yet the mind of man touches every ipring of 
the human machine, with the molt maiterly tkall ; 
though ſhe knows, nothing at all concerning the na- 
ture of her implements, or the procels. of her opera- 
tions.—We walk, we run, we leap; we throw our- 


ſelves into a variety ot poitures, and perform a mul- 


titude of motions ; yet are utterly unable to ſay, 
which nerve ſhould be active; which muſcle ſhouid 
{well ; or which tendon approximate. 

Put a German flute into the hand even of a ſenſible 
pores : without a maſter to inſtruct him, he is at a 
oſs to make the inſtrument ſpeak ; much leſs is he 
able to fink and ſotten the ſound, to exalt and extend 
it, juſt as he pleaſes. Vet we are ſelf· taught in the 
method of forming, regulating, and varying the voice. 
Naturally, and with unpremeditated fluency, we give 


it the languiſhing cadence of 1orrow, or the ſprightly 


The articulating tongue is called our glory, Pal. lvii: 8. 
And ſuch indeed it is, when devoted to theſe purpoſes. It is 


then a diſtinction, not only of man from the brutal herd, but 


of the righteous from the congregation. of the ungodly, It is 
then like choice ſilver, or as a tree of life. | | 


no would not-bleſs for this the gift of ſpeech 
And in the tongut's benefcence be lc # 2s 


AN p 


A'S P:A'S 1 . 


airs of joy ; the low faltering accents of fear 
elevated tone and rapid allies of anger, AN 

The eye of a ruſtic, who has no notion of opti 
or any of its laws, ſhall lengthen and Horten its ry 
ditate and contract its pupil, without the leaſt heſit 
tion, and with the 2 propriety ; adapting itſ 1 
even with mathematical exactneſs, to the particular 
diſtance of objects, and the different degrees of 1; 1 
By which means, it per forms ſome of the moſt ay 
ous experiments in the improved Newtonian philo. 
ſophy, without the leaſt knowledge of the ſcience 4 
ſo much as any conſciouſneſs of its own dexterity. 

I can never ſufficiently admire this multiplicity of 
animated organs; their finiſhed form, and their fault. 
leſs order. Yet I muſt confeſs myfelf ſtruck with 
greater admiration at the power, the truly-myſtericus 
power and ſway, which the ſoul exerciſes over them 
Ten thouſand reins are put into her hand; ſhe is not 
acquainted with their office, their uſe, or their name: 
ſhe has not learned ſo much as to diſtinguiſh one fron, 
another: nevertheleſs ſhe manages all, conducts all, 
without the leaſt perplexity or the leaſt irregularity ; 
rather with a promptitude, a conſiſtency, and a ſpecd, 
which nothing elſe can equal! | 


Upon the whole—great reaſon had Euripides to 
the human body, | F | 2 


Zopu Tixlovog xanov ονπν) M- 


I believe, the preceding obſervations will juſtify us, if 
we give a fuller meaning to the poet, and tranſlate his 
words — the infinitely-varied, and inimitably-fine uur. 
manſhip of a great, ſupreme, unnerring ARTIST. Or, 
as Virgil be with a pertinency and a ſpirit, which 
epitomizes all I have ſaid, and expreſſes all I would 
ſay ; this bodily ſtructure is indeed — non enarrabile 
textum &. 

Aſp. Wanderfully, I perceive, and fearfully are we 
made + /— Made of ſuch complicated parts: each fo 
correctly faſhioned, and all ſo exactly arranged j; 
every one executing ſuch curious functions, and many 
of them operating in ſo myſterious a manner ; as may 
juſtly render us à «wonder to ourſelves. Since health de- 
pends upon ſuch a numerous afſemblage of moving or- 

ns: ſince aſingle ſecretion ſtopped, may deſtroy the ſa- 

utary temperature of the fluids; or a ſingle wheel clog- 


7 
axie, 


ged, may put an end to the vital motion of the ſolids: 


with what holy fear ſhould ue po the time of our ſ6- 
Journing here below! truſting, for continual preſerva- 
tion, not merely on our own care, but on that om- 
nipotent hand, which formed the admirable machine : 
that the ſame hand which formed it, may ſuperintend 
its agency, and ſupport its being +. 

When we conſider the extenſive cantrivance, and 
delicate mechaniſm,—what plans of geometry have 
been laid; what operations of chemiſtry are — 
in a word, what miracles of art and elegance are exe- 


cuted, in order to furniſh us with the neceſſary re- . 


cruits, and the ſeveral delights of life; — is there not 


abundant reaſon to cry out, with the ſame inſpired | 


writer, How dear are thy counſels unto me, O GOD? 
Thy counſels of creating wiſdom ! thou haſt not 


That is, a ſtructure, not barely correct, or highly finiſh- 


ed, but (as Theron has elſewhere expreſſed it) beyond deſcription 


curiaus. 
| + Pſal. cxxxix. 14. 

t St Paul's language on the ſubject is exceedingly beautiful 
and expreſſive, , Zwuapporoſyurry g cue. Eph, iv. 16. The 
ſeveral parts moſt nicely adapted to each other, and moſt per- 
fectly harmonizing with the whole. All aſſociated with that 
propriety, and connected with that firmnefs, which are the very 
foundation, of ſymmetry, vigour, and agility. | 

| 1. Pet. i. 17. 


J Agreeably to that philoſophical maxim, Creatio et con/er- 
vatio eadem eft actio; and to thoſe ſcriptural acknowledgments, 


It is GOD who holdeth our ſoul in life ; he is the length of aur 


days ; his vifitation prolengeth our ſpirit. 


J ſparirig, but even laviſh of thy indulgent de- 
: = 4 Thou haſt omitted no expedient, which 
cc mi ght eſtabliſh my eaſe; enlarge my comforts z 
« and promote, yea complete my bodily happineſs: 
And is not this a moſt endearing obligation to glorify 
the bleſſed G O D, with our bodies, as well as with our 
1 
wr Jer. Our ſpirits! Ay; what is this manſion of 
fleſh, though ſo exquiſitely wrought, compared with 
the noble and immortal inhabitant, which reſides 


within ? 


That intellectual being ; 
Thoſe thoughts, which wander through eternity 1“ 


This conſideration inclines me to think, that, if the 
caſket be 10 highly poliſhed, the jewel cannot be ſo ex- 
ceſſively coarſe, as my Aſpaſio's doctrine of original 
corruption ſuppoſes. 

4ſp. I perceive your aim, Theron ; but muſt beg 
leave, at preſent, to decline all overtures for a diſpute. 
If my arguments have failed, your deſcription has an- 
ſwered its end. I cannot ſuffer my thoughts to be 
diverted from a ſubject, which is ſo very engaging, 
yet ſo rarely diſcuſſed. I have ſuch a ſtrong deſire to 
recollect and retain what has been obſerved, that even 
your converſation will, at this juncture, loſe its reliſh. 
Here therefore I put a period to our diſcourſe, and 
muſt break away from your company, in order to ru- 
minate and digeſt my notions, in ſome ſequeſtered 
lonely walk. Unleſs you will permit me, betore I re- 
tire, to make one remark. — And let it not ſtartle my 
friend, if I venture to ſay, That, amidit all his cu- 
rious obſervations, he has forgot the principal circum- 
ſtance of honour and excellence, which digniſies the hu- 
man body. : 

Ther. I have omitted many fine and admirable pro- 
perties, I confeſs. But ſure I have not forgot the prin- 
cipal and moſt diſtinguiſhing. ; 

Aſp. You need not be diſpleaſed with yourſelf. It 
argues no defect in your diſſertation. The circum- 
ſtance J have in my view, could never be diſcovered, 
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the ſtars with luſtre; HE vouchſafed to be made fleſh *, 
and was found in faſhion as a man +.—Nay, this is, 
even now, the apparel of that divine and adorable 
PERSON. He is clothed with our nature; he 
pears in the dreſs of hy- 
manity, even at the right hand of G O D, and at the 


wears our very limbs; and ap 


head of all the heavenly hoſts. 


What think you of another privilege, mentioned 
by the apoſtle ? Tour bodies are the temple of the HOLY 


HOST jt. Not your ſouls only, but your v 


bodies are the ſhrine, in which the high and holy ONE, 
that inhabiteth eternity, condeſcends to dwell. H E, 
who ſitteth between the cherubim, and walketh in the 


circuit of the ſkies, is pleaſed to ſanctify theſe earth] 


tenements, for his own habitation. And is not this 
a much grander embelliſhment, than all their matchleſs 
contrivance and maſterly workmanſhip ? Juſt as the 
rod which budded, and the manna which was mira- 
culoully preſerved; the ſacred oracle of Urim and Thume 
mim, with the cloud of glory covering the mercy- 
ſeat ; were a much higher diſtinction to Solomon's 
temple, than the moſt heightened beauties of archi- 


tecture. 


Nor muſt I omit the dignity,—the tranſcendent and 
amazing dignity, — which is reſerved for theſe ſyſtems 
of fleſh, at the re/urredivn of the juſt, They will then 
be refined and improved into the moſt perfect ſtate, 
and the moſt beauteous form ; ſurpaſſing whatever is 
reſplendent and amiable in the moſt ornamental ap- 
pearances of material nature. They will be purer 
than the unſpotted firmament ; brighter than the 
luſtre of the ſtars; and, which exceeds all parallel, 
which comprehends all perfection, they will be made 
like unto CHRIST's gloricus body || ; like that incom- 
parably-glorious body, which the bleſſed FESUS. 
wears, in his celeſtial Kingdom, and on his triumphant 


throne. 


When we add all theſe magnificent prerogatives, which 
are revealed in ſcripture, to all thoſe inimitable niceties, 
which are diſplayed by anatomiſts, what thankfulneſs, 
what admiration, can equal ſuch a profuſion of fa- 


by following the diſſecting knife. It is learned, not yours? 
from Cheſelden's draughts, or the tables of Al/binus ; When all thy mercies, O my GOD, 
but from the word of revelation, What 1 mean, is My riſing ſoul ſurveys, 
this :—The human body was exalted to a molt inti- Traxfderted with the view, I'm loſt 
mate and perſonal union with the eternal SON oft GOD. In wonder, love, and praiſe ! 
He who decorated the heaven with ſtars, and crowned 
| John i, 14. Phil. ii. 8. Cor. vi 19. 
1 Cor. vi. 20. + MIL rox. TT ; Phil. ii 21 ene 
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1 


1 morning had been wet. At noon the rain 


ceaſed. But the heavens ſtill continued gloomy. 
Towards evening, a gentle eaſtern gale ſprung up; 
which diſſipated the dead calm, and cleared the face 
of the ſky.—The ſun, which had been muffled in 
clouds, dropped the veil. Diſengaged from the duſky 


ſhroud, he ſhone forth with peculiar ſplendor. His 


beams, endeared by their late ſuſpenſion, were doubly 
welcome, and produced unuſual gaiety. 
At this juncture, Theron and Aſpaſio walked abroad. 


They walked alternately on the terraces ; one of. 
which was oppoſite to the country, the other conti- 
Suous to the parterre. Where the gales, impregnated 


with the fre/he/t exhalations of nature, breathed the 
imell of meads, and heaths, and groves. — Or elle 
ſhaking the cluſters of roſes, and ſweeping the beds of 
fragrance, they flung balm and odours through the air. 

At a diſtance, were heard the bleatings of the flock, 
mingled with the lowings of the milky mothers. 


G U E XIII. 


While more melodious muſic warbled from the neigh» 
bouring boughs, and ſpoke aloud the joy of their tea» 
thered inhabitants; and not only 2 their joy, 
For, amidſt ſuch ſtrains of native harmony, the brea- 
thing perfumes ſmell more ſweet, the ſtreaming; rills 
ſhine more clear, and the univerſal proſpect looks more 


but ſpread an additional charm over al 


gay. 
deſcribes; 


[4 chance the radiant ſun with farewell fweet' 
xtend his evening beam, the fields' reuiue, 


The birds their notes renew,. and bleating herds ' 


Atteſt their joy, that hill and valley rings. 


With wonder and delight our friends obſerved, both * 
the exquiſite beauty, and the immenſe magnificence 
of things.— They were ſtruck with themoſt-arofonnd 


Þ * 


Then was experienced, what Milton fo delicately 
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veneration of that almighty MAJESTY, who hung 
the ſun in vaults of azure, and clothed his orb with 
robes of luſtre : whoſe right hand ſpanneth the heavens &, 
and ſtreteheth them out as a tent, tor innumerable crea- 
tures, worlds, ſyſtems to dwell in f.— Charmed they 
were at the confideration of the CREA'T OR's bound- 
leſs beneficence ; who lifts up the light of his coun- 
tenance, and joy is ſhed ; who opens his munificent 
hand, and plenty is poured, throughout all the re- 
gions of the univerſe. Inſomuch, that even inanimate 
beings ſeem to ſimmte under a ſenſe of the bleſlings: 
and thaugh they find not a tongue to praiſe, yet ſpeak 
their acclamations by their g/addened looks. 


Ther. How very different, Aſpaſio, is this delightful} 
appearance of things, from your ill-favoured doctrine 
of original guilt, and original depravity : Your doc- 
trine 1s a contradiction to the language of nature. 
Nature ſays, through all her works, “ That G OD 
« is good, and men are made to be happy.” Whereas 

our opinion would turn the whole world into a vaſt 
Kolpital. and make every individual perſon, a /eper or 
a Lazarus. | | 

Aſp. I join with my Theron, and with univerſal 
nature, in bearing witneſs to; the goodneſs of our 
GOD. And nothing, I am perſuaded, diſplays it 


AND 


. 


which are more immediately ſeated in the iel 
faculties. And by borh, he very ſtrongly expreff 
the 7ota/ depravation of our nature. 1 

Ther. What you call evil propenſities, I am apt to 
think, are not really ſinful, but appointed for the trial 
of our virtue, —Nay, ſinee they are. colifelledly natus 
rat, they cannot be in themſelves evil: becauſe, up 
this ſuppolition, G O D, who is the author of 1 
ture, would be the author alſo of our fin. 1 

Ajp. Then you imagine, that propenſities to evil are 
void of guilt. This is the Popi/h notion, but neithey 
the Mo/azc nor the Apoſtulic doctrine In the law of 
Moyes it is written, Thou ſhalt not cavet *, The divine 
LEGISLATOR prohibits, not only the iniquitous 
practice, but the evil deſire.— The apoſtle gives it in 
charge to the Colofſians, Mortify your members, which 
are upon the earth ; fornication, uncleanneſs, inordiniate 
aſfection, and, which is the ſource of all, evil concupiſe 
cence f. Now, can that be free from guilt, which we 
are commanded to mortity ? which, it not mortifieq. 
denominates-us children of diſobedience, and ſubjects 
us to the wrath tf of GOD? 

Though theſe propenſities are confeſſedly natural 
they may be evil notwithſtanding. The ſacred writers 
oppoſe what is natural, to what is ſpiritual. Inſtead 
of commencing it, as innocent; they condemn it, as 


more, nothing manifeſts it ſo much, as the doctrine of foo/i/h ||, baſe }, and criminal . Neither does this 


our fall in Adam, connected with our recovery in 
CHRIST.—Only in one particular I am obliged to 
diſſent. It is not my opinion that would make, but 
the ſin of our forefather which has made, the whole 
world an infirmary, and every individual perſon a le- 


r. 

Peg her. At this rate, you would croud into that ige 
act of diſobedience, evils more numerous, and more 
fatal, than the plagues which were lodged in Pandora's 
box, or the troops which were ſtowed in the Trojan 
horſe. ; 

Aſp. Far more numerous, and infinitely more per- 
nicious.— The fable of Pandora's box ſeems to have 
been a ſhred of the doctrine, picked up by the Heathen 
wits, and faſhioned according to their ſportive fancy. 
This would, if there was any occaſion for ſuch weak 
aſſiſtance, bring in the Pagan theology, as a ſublidiary 
evidence to our cauſe. The Trojan horſe poured ruin 
upon a ſingle city; but the primitive tranſgreſſion 
entailed mile upon all generations. 

Ther. You 1 advanced this heavy charge pretty 
ſtrenuouſly, I muſt confeſs ; but without deſcending 
to facts, or appealing to experience. All the invectives 
ar general and declamatory, none pointing and parti- 
cular. | 
Aſp. It is eaſy, my dear friend, too eaſy to draw 
up a particular bill of indictment; and not only to 
ſpecify the facts, but to demonſtrate the charge. Ex- 


perience, ſad experience will furniſh us with a cloud of 
witneſſes, and prove my remonſtrances to be more 


than invectives. ac 
Were we to diſſect human nature, as, in our laſt 
conference, you treated the animal ſyſtem, we ſhould 


find the leproſy of corruption, ſpreading itſelf through 
mankind barbarians. 


our whole frame. For which reaſon, it is ſtyled, by 
an inſpired writer, * the old man j.”—Qld ; becauſe, 
in its commencement, it was early as the fall; and in 


its communication to individuals, is co-eval with their 


being. Man; becauſe it has tainted the body, infect- 

ed the ſoul, and diſordered the whole perſon. _ 

S8 t Paul, deſcribing a profligate converſation, ſpeaks 

in this remarkable manner; fulfilling the deſires of the 
fleſh, and of the mind l. By the 2 of the fleſh, 

he means thoſe irregular inclinations, which correſpond 

with the animal part of our conſtitution. By the de- 


ſires of the mind, he denotes thoſe evil propenſities, 


+ If. xl. 22. 


e in 23. N 
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t. Rom vi. 6. 


make the AUTHOR of our nature, the author of 
our ſin. But it proves, that our nature has ſuſtained 
a deplorable loſs ; that it is quite different from its ori- 
ginal itate ; that what is ſpoken of the //ae/iti/h people, 
15 applicable to the human race; I planted thee a noble 
vine, wholly a right ſeed : how then art thou turned into 
the degenerate plant of a ſtrange vine — ? | 

However, let us obſerve your propoſal ; dwell no 
longer on general hints, but deſcend to a particular 
examination. As our examination will chiefly reſpect 
the ſoul, let me inquire, what are her principal facul- 
ties! ; * 
Ther. The underſtanding, the will, and the afections. 
Theſe are the moſt diſtinguiſhing powers, which that 
queen of the human ceconomy retains in her ſervice. 
— Theſe, like the ſeveral diſtributions of ſome ample 
river, run through the whole man ; to quicken, fer- 
tilize, and enrich all his converſation. But you re- 
preſent them bitter, as the waters of Marah ; unwhole- 
ſome, as the ſtreams of Jericho; noxious, as the pot» 
tage prepared for the ſons of the prophets. 

Aſp. Nor is this a miſrepreſentation. For ſuch they 
really are, till divine grace, like Mz/zs's wood =, like 
Eliſba's ſalt *, or the meal + caſt in by that holy man 
of G OD, fweeten them, heal them, and render their 
operations /alutary. 

The underſtanding claims our firſt regard. — This, 
however qualified to ſerve the purpoſes of civil life, is 
unable to diſcover the truths, in which 20% m conſiſts; 
or to form the tempers, from which happineſs flows. 

Let us take our ſpecimen, not from the uncultiva- 
ted fayages of Afric, but from the politeſt nation 1n 
Europe —The Grecians piqued themſelves on their intel. 
lectual accompliſhments.” They termed all the reſt of 
| Yet even theſe ſons of ſcience, 
profeſſing themſelves wiſe, were, in fact, egregious fools . 
Not to enumerate the ſhocking immoralities, which 
the poets aſcribed to their deities z not to inſiſt upon 
the groſs idolatries, which the common people pract- 
ſed in their worſhip : even their ph1/oſophers, the moſt , 
improved and penetrating geniuſes, were unacquant- - | 
ed with the very fir/t principle ||| of true religion. E- 


* Exod. xx. 17. + Col. iib, 5. Col. iii. 6. 
II Cor. il. 14. 4. 2 Pet. ii, 12, | + + Epb. ii. 3. 
| — — ++ Jer. ii. 21. | | 
— Exod. xv. 25. ** 2 Kings ii. 21. 22. 
++ 2 Kings iv, 41. tt Rom. i. 22. 
Ill The firſt of all the commandments is, Hear, O Hrael, The 
LORD our GOD is ons LORD; and thou ſhalt have the 


Lad 


| could not pronounce, with an unfalterin 
— = „ That G OD is one.” N 
Hef. With regard to the philoſophers, the prejudi- 
ces of a wrong education might pervert their Judg- 
inent; or, in compliance with the prevailing mode, 
they might adopt cuſtoms, and aflent to notions, 
which they did not thoroughly approve. _ 

1/2. A poor compliment this to their integrity! 

Had I been their advocate, methinks, I would have 
iven up the ſagacity of my clients, rather than their 
{4clity to the cauſe of G O D and truth. 

With reference to the /upreme G0 0 D, they were 
equally at a loſs —There's not one among all the inte- 
rior creatures, not even the crawling worm, or the 
buzzing fly, but perceives What is beneficial, and pur- 
ſues it; diſcerns what is pernicious, and avoids it. Yon- 
der caterpillar, whoſe nouriſhment is from one parti- 
cular ſpecies of vegetables, never makes a wrong ap- 

lication to another : never 1s allured by the fragrance 
of the auricula, or dazzled by the ſplendor of the tu- 
lip ; but conſtantly diltinguithes, and as conſtantly ad- 
heres to the leaf, which aifords her the proper food. 
So ſagacious are the mraneſt animals, wich relation to 
their reſpective happineſs ! While the molt celebrated 
of the Heathen ſages were, on a ſubject of the very ſame 


import, mere detards.—Varro reckons up no leſs than 


two hundred and eighty-eight different opinions con- 
cerning the true ecke and not one of them derives 
it from the true ſource; I mean a conformity to the 
ever-blefſed G O D, and an enjoymest of his infinite 


r{ections. 
If, on theſe leading points, they were ſo erroneous ; 


no wonder, that they were bewildered in their other 
reſearches. - 


Ther. We are not inquiring into the circumſtances 
of this or that particular nation ; but into the ſtate of 


mankind in general, 

Aſp. Caſt your eye, Theron, upon thoſe ſwallows. 
They ſhoot themſelves, with ſurpriſing rapidity, 
through the air. I ſhould take them for ſo many living 
arrows, were it not for their ſhifting, winding, wan- 


LORD, &c. Mark xii. 29. From which it appears, that the 
unity of the GODHEAD is the foundation of all the di- 
vine commandments, and of all human worſhip. 

* Unfaltering—for though, in Plato's book of laws, we 
meet with e der -r de again and again; yet he ſoon de- 
1555 from this ſound ſpeech, and relapſes into the language of 
dolatry. W 

A . and ingenious friend would fain have Socrates ex- 
empted from this charge.—l wiſh, I could gratify his. benevo- 
lent temper, and ſpare that amiable philoſopher. But, how- 
ever juſtly he may expreſs himſelf on ſome occaſions, at other 
times he wavers ; he evidently revolts ; and is moſt pitiably iu- 
conſiſtent with himſelf, —Eyen in his excellent conference with 
Ariſlodemus, where he argues admirably well for the exiftence, 
he cannot ſteadily adhere to the unity, of the GODHEAD.— 
Nay, in his laſt ſolemn apology before his judges, he publicly 
renounces the truth; declares that he worſhipped thoſe gods, 
which were acknowledged by his countrymen : worſhipped 
them, and no other ; on the ſame feſtivals, at the ſame altars, 
end in the ſame (idolatrous manner. No other: theſe are his 
words, Ouſe yip «ſul avlt Alec, & Hp, g ron cu vlog dtv, ule Ouay TIO navy 
\. Orniporiy, vie o,, vis ov o ANU Bevg ava t WE. SOCRAT. Memorab. 
lib. I. c. i. . 11. 24. | | 

Let none conclude from this or any other paſſage, that we 
would conſign over all the Heathens to damnation. This is as 
far from our intention, as it is foreign to the argument. We are 
only like witneſſes, ſummoned to give in our evidence. From 
Which it appears, that the very beſt among the Gentiles were 
ignorant of the true GOD ; or, if they knew him in any 
degree, they glorified him not as GOD ; but became vain 
in their imagination, and vile in their worſhip.—#hether they 
ſhalf obtain mercy, or which of them {hall be objects of divine 
clemency, is left /olely to the determination of their ſupreme, 
unerring, righteous JUDGE. : 


— Non naſtrum eſt tantas componere lites. 


. NO XI. 
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ton motions. — Are not theſe what you call birds of 
aa ge? * th N | 
Eh Theſe, and ſome other of the feathered race, 
are our conſtant viſitants in fummer ; but leave us, at 
the approach of winter. As ſoon as the weather be- 
comes cold, they aſſemble themſelves in a body, and 
concert meaſures for their departure. Who convenes 
the aflembly,—what debates ariſe,—or how they com- 
municate the reſolution taken, — I do not preſume to 
ſay. This is certain, that not one of them diſlodges, 
till the affair is ſettled, and the proclamation has been 
publiſhed. Not a ſingle loiterer is to be ſeen, when 
the troops are preparing for their decampment ; nor a 
lingle ſtraggler to be found, when they have once be- 
gun their march. Having finiſhed their journey thro? 
the land, their wings become a ſort of ſails &; and 
they launch, not into, but over the ocean. Without 
any compaſs to regulate their courſe, or any chart to 
make obſervations in their voyage, they arrive ſafely 
at the deſired thore. And what is ſtill more extraor- 
dinary, they always find the readieſt way, and the 
ſhorteſt cut. 
Ajp. The flork in the heavens knoweth her appointed 


times; and the turtle, and the crane, and the ſwallow, * 


sbſerve the time of their coming: but my people know not 
the judgment of their GO D-4. The young ones of 
thoſe birds perceive, how abſolutely neceſſary it is, to 
forſake the land of their nativity, and — in queſt 
of milder climes.—But our offspring, even when their 
minds begin to open, are brutiſh in their knowledge . 
Born they are, and too long continue, /ike the wild 
aſs's colt ||: not only quite deſtitute of heavenly wiſ- 
dom, but ſtupid to apprehend it, and averſe to receive 
it. As ſoon as they are born, they go aſtray, and— 
Ther. Go aſtray—To what is this owing, but to the 


bad examples they behold ? They catch the wayward 


habit from the irregular converſation of others. 

Aſp. 1s not this a confirmation of my point ? Why 
are they yielding clay to each bad impreſſion? caſe- 
hardened ſteel to every edifying application ?—From 
imitating unworthy examples, you can hardly with- 
hold them by the tighteſt rein. But if you would 
affect them with a ſenſe of divine things, or bring 
them acquainted with G O D their Maker, line mu/? be 
upon line, line upon line ; precept muſt be upon precept, 
precept upon precept ; here a little, and there a little |. 
What farther corroborates my ſentiment, is, that all 
theſe tender toils of erudition are generally unwel- 
come, are too often unſucceſsful, nay, will always 
be ineffectual, without the concurrence of almighty 


grace. 


* Remigio alarum. ViRG. 
+ Jer. viu. 7. 1 Jer. x. 14. 

Job xi. 12. How keenly is this compariſon pointed! 
Like the a/s's, an animal remarkable for its ſtupidity, even to 
a proverb.— Like the 4's colt, which muſt be ſtill more egre- 
giouſly ſtupid than the dam.— Like the wild aſi's colt, which 
is not only blockiſh, but ſtubborn and refractory; neitlier 
poſſeſſes valuable qualities by nature, nor vill eaſily receive them 
by diſcipline.— The image, in the original, is yet more ſtrong- 
ly touched. The comparative particle /ike is not in the Hebrew ; 
born a wild aſs's colt; or, as we ſhould ſay in Engliſh, a mere 
wild, &c. | 


4 A great critic has laid down the following rule, to be ob- 
ſerved in fine writing ; | 
'Tis not enough no harſbneſs gives offence, 


The found muſt be an echo to the ſenſe. 
Por 's efſay on criticiſm. 


Never was this delicate maxim more nicely exemplified, than 
in the above - cited paſſage of /aiah, chap. xxviii. 13.-Another 
inſtance of the ſame kind occurs in the ſeventh verſe; where the 


language ſeems to mimic the reeling, ftraggling, giddy motions 


of a drunkard ; while it iterates and reiterates the idea; ex · 

preſſes the ſame thing, in a different and ſtill different manner; 

with an apparent, and, in this caſe, a ſignificant circumrotation 

of words. eee eee, | pin 5 
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Juni; fed non omnia in fingutis. extant. 


THER ON an 

Beſides, Theron, if this propenſity to evil be obſer- 
vable in Aychildren, it ſeems more than probable that 
the unhappy bias is derived from their parents, rather 


than catched from their neighbours z and owing, not 
to tht influence of external examples, but to a prin- 


ciple of internal corruption *.—Neglect the educatio 
of children, and you are ſure to have their many 
your 


evil, their lives unprofitable. -Nay, only remi#” 
endeavours, add they loſe what has been gained; 
they ſtart aſide like a broken bow. And wherctore 
this? Why do they not, without the rules of Mici- 
pline or? leſſons of infituc2gp, Jpentaneolſly addict 
themſelves tarthe exerciſe of“ every virtue? juſt as 
the eygnets in yonder canal, ſpontaneoully take to 


the element of water, and the act of ſwimming. 


That bed in the garden before us, will ſuggeſt the 
+ It has been digged and dreſſed this very day. 
lies ſmooth W. * 
peary bn ith ſurface. Vet how certainly Will it, in a 
very, little time, produce a plenteous growth of thoſe 


; vegetable nuiſances !—Whence can this proceed? No 
hand will ſow them. No with will invite them. But 


the ſeeds, though unperceived by any eye, are already 
there. Diſſeminated by the winds, they have mixed 


' themſelves with the mold, and are ſunk into the ſoil. 
— 80. juſt ſo it is with our children. The ſeeds of 
iniquity are thin A them ; and unleſs proper dili- 


ence be exerted by us, unleſs gracious aſſiſtance be 


Tvchſaled from above, they will aſſuredly ſpring up, 


ever-run their ſouls, and diſhonour their lives. 
Ther. Let us leave the children, and make men the 


ſubject of our inquiry. 


Aſp. In üs relpect, Theron, 
Men are but children of a larger grawth. 


oF We may leave the veſt or hanging- ſleeve coat, but we 
> ſhall till find the follies of the child. —In youth, what 


Jow-ambition and fondneſs for deſpicable pleaſures.— 
In man hood, what a keen purſuit of tranſitory wealth, 
et what a cold inattention to G0 D and holineſs? 
en, and mery too of the greatelt, abilities, whoſe pe- 
netration on other ſubjects is pMcing as the eagle's 
fight{ are, on the moſt important points, blind as the 
incaverned mote. 

Ther.” What! is the underſtanding like the moſt 
dim-fio ted animal, when lodged in her darkeſt retire- 
ment ? that ſublime faculty of the foul ; which lends 
her eye to all the reſt ; fits at the Itelm, and directs 
their motions! * 

. Aſp. You remember, I preſume, tht beautiful paſ- 
ſage in Milton I, which Mr Addiſon ſo highly admipes, 
and ſo judiciouſly illuſtrates. The paſlage I mean, 
where archangel , Michael comes down, to adver- 


'tiſe Adam of future events, and to execute the ſentence 


of divmeYuſtice. . 2 
Ther. I remember it perfectly well.—In the eaſt, the 
eat light of day lies under an eclipſe. In the weſt, a 


." 5 ght cloud deſcends; filled with an hoſt of angels, and 


more luminous than the ſun itſelf. The whole theatre 


of nature'is darkened, that this glorious machine may 


* St paul confelles, that he and his fellow-ſaints were, in 
their unconverted ſtate, depraved: and this, not 4 rnit, by 
cuſtom, or habit, but cue, by nature, Eph. ii. 3. 


I Whoever chuſes to examine the ſeeds, the poiſonous ſeeds, 
which are lodged in this nurſery of all evil, may ſee a ſample 


of them in our LORD's deſcription, Mar vil. 20. 2t. 22. 


23; where he characterizes the heart, not barely of the hy- 
ocritical Phariſee, or the abandoned pablican, hut of man- 
ind in general. — After ſuch an authority, ſhall I mention the 


teſtimony of Senera We are allowed to glean the grapes, when 


the vintage is gathered. In ſuch a view I would introduce the 
obilojepher after the SAVIOUR. Omnia in omnibus vitia 
| Da BgNEF. lib, IV, 


t Book XI. 203. Oc, 


+ 
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appear in all its magnificence and beauty.— From this 
radiant chariot the Potentate of heaven alights, and ad. 
vances with a majeſtic ſtatelineſs to meet Adam. 

Aſp. Should you ſee ſuch an auguſt perſonage, a. 
lighting from ſuch a ſplendid chariot, and walkin 
amidſt the thronged ſtreets of a city ?--ſhould you be. 
hold every one intent upon his buſineſs or diverſions 
ſtruck with no awe, paying no reverential regard to 
this celeſtial viſitant; what would you think ? | 

Ther. I ſhould certainly ſuſpect, that ſome ſuperiar 
power had drawn a vei/ over their fight, and hid this 
wonderful ſpectacle from their view. 

Aſp. Such is really the cafe with all mankind by na- 
ture, and with the generality of people, during their 
whole life.—G OD, the infinitely-great G ON, is in 
every place. Yet how few advert to his preſence ?— All 
nature exhibits him to their ſenſes ; yet perhaps he js 
not in any of their thoughts. 

The fun clothed in tranſcendent brightneſs, moſt 
illuſtriouſly diſplays his MAKER's glory, The moon 
though dreſſed in fainter beams, has luſtre enough to 
ſhew us the adorable DEI T Y, and his marvellous 
perfections. The ſtars, fixed as they are at an un- 
meaſurable diſtance, and /efſened almoſt to a point 
come in with their evidence, and magnify their CRF. 
ATOR to a gazing but unaffected world, 

The air whiſpers his clemency in the gentle, the re. 
freſhing gales of ſpring. If we take no notice of this 
ſoft perſuaſive addreſs, the tone is elevated; the ma- 


jeſty of JEHOVAH ſounds aloud, in roaring winds, 


and rending ſtorms. Yet both expedients fail, Man 
is like the deaf adder, that ſtoppeth her ears. He re. 
fuſeth to hear the voice of the charmers, charm they 
never ſo ſweetly, never ſo forcibly. . 

Each flower, arrayed in beauty and breathing per- 
fume, courts our affections for its infinitely-amiable 
AUTH OR.—Not a bird that warbles, nor a brook 
that murmurs, but invites our praiſe, or chides our 
ingratitude.— All the claſſes of fruits depoſit their at- 
teſtation on our palates, yet ſeldom reach our hearts, 
They give us a proof of the divine benignity, a proof 
as undeniable as it is pleaſing, and too often as inefec+ 
tual alſo. r 

In ſhort, the whole creation is a kind of magnifi- 
cent embaſly from its almi 179 LORD; deputed to 
proctaim His excellencies, — emand our homage. Yet 
who has not diſregarded the former, and with-held 
the latter? — How few walk, as ſeeing HIM that is 
inviſible, or have fellowſhip with the FATHER of ſpi- 
rits? though to walk before him, is our highe/? dignity 
and to have fellowſhip with him, is our / felicity ? 

Ther. This is owing to inattention, rather than to 
any blindneſs or defect in man's underſtanding. The 
many works of genius, which have been produced in 
various ages, are an abundant proof of his intellectual 
capacity.— Have not the ſeas been traverſed, and the 
{ſkies meaſured ? Has not the earth been diſembowelled 
of its choiceſt treaſures ; while its ſurface is beautified 
with towns, cities, palaces innumerable ?- What fine 
arts are invented and exerciſed ; and to what a pitch 
of perfection are they carried ? Arts that ſeem, if not 
to exceed, at leaſt to rial nature. It was the under- 
ſtanding, which formed all theſe great deſigns. It was 
the underſtanding, which contrived the means, and 
conducted the execution.—And are not theſe unque- 
ſtionable evidences of her very ſuperior abilities? 

Ap. Then the is like ſome great em who cons 
quers half the world; but is unable to rule her/z/f ; 
who extends her regulations into foreign climes, while 
her domeſtic affairs are involved in confuſion.—Do 
you doubt the reality of this remark ? Set yourſelf to 
meditate upon the moſt intereſting truths. How de- 

ſultory, how incoherent are your thoughts'?—Charge 
them to be collected. They diſobey your orders.— 
Rally the undiſeiplined vagrants. Again they deſert 


_ 


the taſk.Lxert all your power, and keep them cloſe 
to their buſineſs. Still they elude your endeavours. 

The other day, I could not forbear ſmilingeat_ a 
little adventure of your youngelt ſon's. Some guick- 
sheer, which happened to be ſpilt upon the floor, part- 
e4 into ſeveral globules. The ſhining balls looked fo 

rettily, he longed to make them his own. But when 
6 oF:red to take them up, they ſlipt from his hand. 
as ſoon as he renewed the attempt, fo often he met 
with a difappointment. The cloſer he ſtrove to graſp 
them, the more ſpeedily they efcaped from his fingers. 
tHe ſeemed at firſt to be amazed, then became quite 
angry, that the little g ſhould ſo conſtantly 
ba; his repeated efforts. —Thus unmanageable I very 
often find my own thoughts. If yours are under no 
better regimen, this may convince us both, that all is 
wt according to the original creation. 

We apply ourſelves to converſe with the everlaſting 

GON in prayer. Here one would expect to have the 
thoughts all clearneſs, and all compoſure. But here 
we are not ſufficient of ourſelves to think any thing as of 
onrſelves . All thoſe holy ideas, which create reve- 
rence, or ſtrengthen faith, or quicken love, come 
from the FATHER of lights. Should HE. with- 
draw his influence, all will be dull, and dark, and 
dead, It may be we are ſomewhat ehlivened in this 
ſacred exerciſe; before we are aware, perhaps in the 
very midſt of the ſolemn oftice, our attention is diſſi- 
gated ; and not diſſipated only, but /zattered to the 
ends of the earth, The G OD of all glory is forſaken, 
and the devotion paid to ſome ſenſeleſs foppery. A 
malefactor, begging his life at the. knees of his ſove- 
reign ; and diſcontinuing his ſuit, in order to careſs a 
lap-doz, or purſue a butterfly ; is but a faint image of 
the vanity which attends our devotional ſervices.— 
Reaſon, which ought to correct theſe irregularities, is 
treated like the mcredulous lord; who, inſtead of con- 
trolling the unruly multitude, was overborne by their 
impetuoſity, and trodden under foot +. 
Since then the reins are ſtruck out of our hands, 
and we have loſt the rule over our own faculties ; 
ſurely we are in a ſtate different, very different from 
our orimitive conſtitution. | 

Ther. However inſenſible to refined ſpeculation, the 
underſtanding, when intereſt is in the caſe, is appre- 
henfive enough. 2 

Aſp. In temporal f, not in ſpiritual affairs. —Your 
younger brother, Theron, is a merchant. We will ſu 
poſe him at the ſea-fide ; within a ſmall diſtance of the 
veſſel, on which a conſiderable part of his ſubſtance is 
embarked. We will ſuppoſe the veſſel in the utmoſt 
diſtreſs, ready to founder with her leaks, or to ſtrike 
upon the rocks.—lIf he diſcovers no ſign of concern, 
cills in no aſſiſtance from the country, makes no effort 
to ſave the crew, and. ſecure the cargo; would you 
not think him bereaved of his underſtanding, or de- 
prived of his ſight? Could you conceive a more fa- 
vourable opinion of his eyes or his intellect, if, in- 
itead of trying every method to prevent a ſhipwreck, 
he ſhould amuſe himſelf with picking Hells from the 
ocean, or drawing fgures on the ſand? 

We, and every one of our fellow-creatnres, have 
an intereſt in jeopardy, unſpeakably more precious, 
than all the rich fading of a thouſand fleets. Our 
fouis, our immortal ſouls, are expoſed, every day, 
every hour, to the peril of everlaſting deſtruction. E- 
very temptation is threatening to their endleſs welfare, 
3 2 ridge of craggy rocks to a ſhip chat drives before 
the ſtrongeſt gale.—Yet how unconcerned are man- 
kind? Where is their holy fear? where their godly 
Jealouſy ? where their waketul circumſpection? Ra- 


2 Cor. Hi. 5. 2 Kugs vi. 17. 


t Called therefore by the apoſtle, feſbdy wiſdan, and oppo- 
ſd to the grace of GOD, 2-Gor, i. 12. g 
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ther what a gay inſenſibility is obſervable in their be» 
haviour x Or elſe, what a lifele/s formality prevails in 
their ſupplications? their ſupplications to that als 
mighty BEING, who alone is able to fave and to de- 
ſtroy? Was not the human underſtanding both dark · 
ened and benumbed, we ſhould ſee our neighbours, 
we ſhould feel ourſelves awakened, into much the 
ſame earneſt ſolicitude, as the diſciples expreſſed, 
when, perceiving the waves boiſterous, and their bark 
ſinking, they cried, LORD fave us ! we periſh! 

But alas! in things of an unſeen nature, though of 
eternal conſequence, intereſt, that habitual darling of 
every heart, loſes its engaging influence. Nay, when 
eternity, all-important eternity is at ſtake, even /e/f- 
preſervation 18 ſcarce any longer a gorerm RE 
— What can be more deplorable! and, if we admit 
not the doctrine of original corruption, what ſo unac- 
countable? | 

Ther. This, I muſt confeſs, is true with regard to 
the unthinking rabble. To them may be accommo- 
dated the remark of Auguſtus ; who, when he ſaw 
ſome foreign females, carrying apes in their arms in- 
ſtead of infants, ſaid to one of his courtiers, Have 
&« the women of thoſe countries no children, that th 
&© are ſo fond of ſuch deſpicable animals? -The vul- 
E are ſo immerſed in ſecular cares, that one might in- 

eed be tempted to alk, © Have thoſe people no ſouls, 
that buying and ſelling, eating and drinking, in - 
& groſs their whole concern? - But perſons of rank 
and education think in a more exalted manner. 

Aſp. Do you then imagine, that an elevation of cir- 
cumſtances ſets the affections on things above? or that 
it is the peculiar infelicity of the vulgar, to grovel in 
their deſires? Gold, I believe, is more likely to in- 
creaſe, than to diflipate the fog on the mind. Abun- 
dance of poſſeſſions, inſtead of diſengaging the heart, 
faſten it more inſeparably to the earth. Even ſuperior 
attainments in learning, if not ſanctified by grace, 
ſerve only to render the owner ſomewhat more refined 
in his follies—But compariſons between the various 
claſſes of mankind, are as uſeleſs as they are invidious. 
None, in either condition, attend to the things which 
make for their peace, till they are awakened from their 
lethargy, by the quickening SPIRIT of CHRIST. 
And even then we cannot but obſerve evident indica- 
tions of much remaining blindneſs, 

How apt are ſuch perſons to miſtake the way of ſal- 
vation ? to place their own works for a foundation of 
hope, inſtead of CHRIST the Rock of ages? think- 
ing by their own performances to win, not ſeeki 
from unmerited grace to receive, the inheritance of e- 
ternal glory. Which is more abſurdly vain, than to 
offer toys as an equivalent for thrones, or to dream of 
purchaſing diadems with a mite.—They are alſo prone - 
to miſapprehend the nature of holineſs ; are zealous to 
regulate the external conduct, without attending to the 
renovation of the heart ; in outward forms elaborate; 
with reſpect to inward ſanctity, leſs if at all exact. A 
labour juſt as prepoſterous, as to ſkin over the ſurface 
of a wound, while it feſters at the bottom, and con- 
ſumes the bone. | | 3 "So 

Give me leave to aſk, Theron ; When our LORD 
declares, Unleſs a man be born again, he cannot enter in- 
to the kingdom of heaven * ; when he ſpeaks of eating 
his fleſh, and ung his blood , when you hear or 
read of union with the bleſſed 7E SUS, or commu- 
nion with the moſt high GO D: is there not a cloud, 
if not total darkneſs, on your mind {?—How erroney 


| John iii. 3. I; I John vi, 54. 

f. Wich regard to the nyſteries of CHRIST, the greateſt 
oficients are but obtuſe acute, dull even in their acuteneſs. 
hat ſays the wiſe Agur an invaluable fragment of whoſe 

works is preſcrved in the book of Proverbs. Surely 1 am more 

brutiſh than any man, and have not the underflanding of a man- 


| 
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ous was the pſalmiſt himſelf, in his judgment concern- 
ing the divine diſpoſals? So foolr/h was I and ignorant, 
even as it were a beaſt, or as the verieſt beaſt, before t hee &. 
he voice of experience therefore will atteſt, what 
the word of revelation has averred, That the natural 
man, be his intellectual abilities ever ſo pregnant, or 
ever ſo improved, cannot know the things of the 8 P I- 
RIT of GOD +: he has no ſight to diſcern their beau- 
ty, no taſte to reliſh their ſweetneſs. Nay, though 
the are the pureſt light, and the moſt perfect wiſdom, 
to him they appear, not only dark and obſcure, but 
even fooliſhneſs itſelt. 

Would this be the caſe, if the underſtanding was 
not greatly depraved ? Should it be difficult for your 
ear, to diſtinguiſh the diverlity of ſounds ; or for your 
eye, to diſcern the variety of colours; would you not 
conclude, that the organs were very much impaired ? 
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Ther. I think, you have treated the underſtanding, 
as Zopyrus ſerved his own body j, when he went over 
to the enemy.—Do you intend to mangle the other 
faculties, at the ſame unmerciful rate ? 

Aſp. That nobleman made the wounds, which disfi- 
gured his fleſh. 1 have only probed the ſores, which 
were found in the underſtanding. If I have touched 
the quick, and put the patient to pain, it 1s only to 
facilitate the operation of medicine, and make way 
for a cure. But permit me to aſk, Wherein does the 
excellency of the human w:// conſiſt? 

Wer. In following the guidance of reaſon, and ſub- 
mitting to the influence of proper authority. 

Aſp. The will, I fear, rejects the government of rea- 
ſon ; and it is undeniably certain, that it rebels againſt 
the authority of G OD. | 

Caſt your eye upon that team of horſes, with which 
yonder countryman is ploughing his fallow-ground. 
No leſs than five of thoſe robuſt animals are linked to- 
gether, and yield their ſubmiſſive necks to thedraught. 
They have more ſtrength than twenty men, yet are 
managed by a ſingle lad. They not only ſtand in awe 
of the laſh, but liſten to the voice of their driver, 
They turn to the right hand or to the left ; they quick- 
en their pace, or ſtop ſhort m the furrow ; at the bare 
intimation of his pleaſure.—Are we equally obedient 
to the calls, to the exhortations, the expreſs injunc- 
tions of our heavenly LORD? The blefled FESUS 
ſpoke at the begining, and the world was made. He 
fpeaks by his providence, and the univerſe is upheld. 
When he ſhall ſpeak at the laſt day, the heavens will 
paſs 2 and the earth be diſſolved. Vet he ſpeaks 
to us in his divine word, and we turn a deaf ear to 
his addreſs. He ſpeaks in tender expoſtulations, and 
no melting of heart enſues. He ſpeaks in precious 
promiſes, and no ardent deſires are enkindled. The 
will, which, in theſe caſes, ought to be turned as wax 
to the ſeal, is unimpreſſed and inflexible as an iran 

new. 
4 Ther. The human will is conſtantly inclined to pre- 
ſerve, accommodate, and make its poſſeſſor happy. 


even though the following verſes beſpeak the very ſingular e- 
levation and extent of his knowledge. 
formably to the experience of this excellent man, I have al- 
ways obſerved, that the more enlightened people are, the more 
they lament their ignorance ; the more they pant after a con- 
tinual progreſs in heavenly knowledge ; and pray for clearer, 
ſtill clearer manifeſtations of the incomprehenſible G OD. 


I queſtion, whether 4/paſio's tranſlation comes fully up to 


the emphaſis of the original. The comparative particle is o- 
mitted in the Hebrew. As ſoftens and palliates the matter. 
Therefore the p/almi/t, to expreſs the deepeſt ſenſe of his igno- 
rance, ſays, I was @ beaft, yea, the vericft beaft, Ni Pal. 
ROE 12... ; 
Wor ae by; - + 1 Cor. ii. 14. 

Ser ROLLIN'S ancient hist. vol. III. p. 46. 
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Is not this the right po/ition, in which it ſhould alway. 
ſtand ? or the molt deſirable direction, that can be gi. 
ven to its motions ? 65 
App. 1 thould he glad, if fact bore witneſs to your 
aſſertion. But fact, I apprehend, is on the contrar 
ſide.— I took notice, as we came along, of ſome an; 
buſily employed on a little hillock. Have you made 
any obſervations, Theron, on this reptile communit a 
Ther. It is a little republic x. They inhabit a king 
of oblong city, divided into various ſtreets, The 
are governed by laws, and regulated by politics, of 
their own. Their magazines are commodioully form- 
ed, and judiciouſly guarded againſt the injuries of the 
weather. Some are defended by an arch made of 
earth, and cemented with a peculiar ſort of glue. 
Some are covered with rafters of ſlender wood, and 
thatched with ruſhes or graſs. The roof is alway; 
raiſed with a double ſlope, to turn away the curreit 
of the waters, and ſhoot the rain from their ſtore. 
houſes. They all be/t:r themſelves, with inceſſant afli- 
duity, while the air 1s ferene; while the roads are 
good; and abundance of looſe grain lies ſcattered o- 
ver the fields. By theſe precautions, they live ſecure, 
when ſtorms embroil the ſky; they want no manner 
of conveniency, even when winter lays waſte the 
plains. | 
Aſp. Do we improve, ſo diligently, our preſent op- 
portunities? This life is the ſeed-time of eternity. 
Do we huſband the precious moments like perſons ſen- 
ſible of their unſpeakable importance? ſenſible, that 
if we trifle and are indolent, they will be irrecoverably 
gone, and we irretrievably ruined ? 
Sickneſs, we know not how foon, may invade us, 
pain may torment us, and both may iffue in our final 
diſſolution. Are we duly aware of theſe awful chan- 
ges, and properly ſolicitous to put all in order for their 
approach? — We walk (alarming thought !) upon the 
very brink of death, reſurrection, and judgment. Do 
we walk like wiſe virgins, with our loins girt; with 
our lamps trimmed ; 1n a ſtate of continual readineſs, 
for the heavenly BRIDEGROOM's advent? 
Thoſe ants have no guide, overſeer, or ruler, Tet they 
prepare their meat in the ſummer, and gather their food 
in the harveſt f. We have all theſe, yet neglect the 
time of our viſitation.— We have G O D's unerring 
word, to guide us; G0 D's ever-watchful eye, to 
overſee us; G O D's ſovereign command, to rule and 
quicken us. Notwithſtanding all theſe motives, is 
not the ſpeech of the {luggard, the very language of 
our conduct? A little more ſleep, a little more ſlumber, 
a little more folding of the hands to ſleep l. The moſt 
fupine indifterence, where all poſſible diligence 1s but 
juſt ſufficient — This, you muſt allow, is the true cha- 
racter of mankind in general. And does this demon- 
ſtrate the rectitude of their will ? = 
Ther. The underſtanding may be ſaid to carry the 
torch, the will to hold the balance. Now, the per- 
fection of a balance conſiſts, in being ſo nicely poiſed, 
as to incline at the /ea/t touch, and preponderate with 
the /lighteſt weight. This property belongs, without 
all diſpute, to the human will. 


* See Nat. Diſpl. vol. I. + Prov. vi. 7. 


There is, if I miſtake not, a nice gradation, in this ſpeech 
of the ſluggard; ſuch as very naturally mimics the manner o 
that lazy creature. He pleads, firſt, for ſome conſiderable de- 
gree of indulgence, A little ſleep.—If that is too much to be 
granted, he craves ſome fmaller toleration of his ſloth; 4 little 
flumber.—If the taſkmaſter Kill rings in his ear, ſtill goads his 
fide ; one almoſt ſees him, rubbing-his heavy ces, and yawn- 
ing out his laſt requeft ; & little * folling of the hands at leaſt to 


lie down, Y Dm pan Prov. vi. 10.— When ſuch is our 
conduct with regard to' eternal intereſts, how juſtly may WE 
apply that ſpirited expoſtulation of the poet; 


 Tantamne rem tam negligenter { 


D1aL oe Ur ant © 237 


Aſp. What It one of your ſcales ſhould deſcend 
to the ground, thou charged with trifles, that are 
light as air ? if the other ſhould kick the beam, though 
. S contents be weightier than talents of gold ?—ls 
jor" this an exact repreſentation of our will, when the 
fleeting pleaſures of ſenſe, or the puny intereſts of time, 
excite our wiſhes; even while the ſolid delights of re- 
| livion, and the immenſely-rich treaſures of immorta- 

by can hardly obtain our attention However, let 

us quit the metaphor, and examine fact. Suppoſe I 
make it appear, that, inſtead of chuſing the moſt eli · 

ible objects, the will is ſo deplorably vitiated, as to 

25 what is ſalutary, and be fond of what is baneful. 

Ther. If you prove this to be univerſally the caſe, 
you will prove your favourite point with a witneſs. 

Aſp. When Providence is pleaſed to thwart our mea- 
fares, or defeat our endeavours ; to onng us under the 
clond of diſgrace, or lay upon us the rod of affliction ; 
what is our behaviour ?!—Do we bow our heads in 
humble reſignation? Do we open our mouths in thank- 
ful ene !—Obſerve the waters in that e- 
legant octangular baſon. They aſſimilate themſelves, 
with the utmoſt readineſs, and with equal exactneſs, 
to the veſſel that contains them. So would the human 
will, if it were not extremely froward and fooliſh, 
conform itſelf to the divine; which is unerringly wile, 
and, of all poſſible contingencies, incomparably the beſt *. 
et how apt are we to fret with diſquietude; and 
ſtruggle under afflictive diſpenſations, as @ wild bull 
in a net! ; = 
| Ther. This is a very imperfect proof, I¶paſio, and 
correſponds only with part of your accuſation. We 
may diſlike what is wholeſome, eſpecially if it be un- 
palatable, yet not be fond of our bane. _ 

4/p. Should you ſee a perſon, who thirſts after the 
utrid lake, but diſreliſhes the running fountain; who 
ngs for the empoiſoned berries of the nightſhade, but 
abhors the delicious fruit of the orchard ; would you 
applaud the regularity of his appetite I don't wait 
for your anſwer. But I more than ſuſpect, this is a 
true picture of all unregenerate people. How do they 
afe& dreſs and external ornament ; but are unwilling, 
rather than deſirous, to be c/othed with humility t, and 
to put on CHRIST |}! Amuſement will engage, play 


animate, and diverſion fire them : but as to the wor- 


ſhip of the living G O D, O! what a wearimefs is it ||! 
This is attended, if attended at all, with languor, and 
a liſtleſs inſenſibility. Frothy novels, and flatulent wit, 
regale their taſte; while the marrow and fatneſs of the 


divine word are as “ their ſorrowful meat 4.” What 


is all this, but to loath the ſalutary, and long ++ for the 
bancful? _ ; 


* This ſeems to be the meaning of the prophet, DNL 
d. NI. xxvi. 7. Not The way of the juſt is upright- 
10% — This ſenſe, in the preſent connection, is hardly conſiſtent 
with humility; is by no means proper, to introduce a devoti- 
onal addreſs to the great JEHOV AH. Rather 0 D's 
way to the juft is uprightneſs ; or, {till more emphatically, up- 
rightneſſes ; is in all reſpe&s irreprovable, excellent, admirable ; 


luted, perfectly ſuited, to every ſacred attribute of wiſdom, 


goodneſs, and truth. f 
+1 Pet. v. 5. + Rom. xiii. 14, Mal. i. 13. + Job vi. 7. 


The reader may ſec this unhappy contraſt drawn in the 
ſtrongeſt colours, by the royal preacher, and by the mourning 
prophet,—Becanſe I have called, and ye refuſed ; 1 have ftretch- 
e out my hand, and no man regarded; but ye have ſet at nought 
all my counſel, and would none of my reproef. What a croud 
of words! emphatically declaring the moſt incorrigible peryerſe- 
neſs; which is proof againſt every method of reformation, a- 
gainſt all the arts even of divine perſuaſion. ' Prov. i. 24. 25. 


—The hojt of hea ven, whom they have loved, and whom' they have 


ſerved, and after whom they have walked, and whom they have 
ſought, and whom they have worſhipped; What a heap of ex- 
preflions ! fignificantly deſcribing that impetuous ardor, which 
no prohibitions can reſtrain ; and that inſatiable avidity, which 
never knows when to ſay, ©* It is enough.“ Fer. viii. 2. 


No XI, 


another perſon, the ſtate of 


nor 


Let me, from the ſame compariſon, propoſe one 
queſtion more, which may be applicable both to the 
will and to the — TT you hear of 

oſe ſtomach was ſo diſ- 
poſed, that it turned the moſt nouriſhing food into 
phlegm ;. and derived matter of diſeaſe, from the moſt 
ſovereign ſupports of health; what would you think 
of this conſtitution ? ; 


Ther. I thould certainly think it very much diſtem- 


pered. | 

4h. Without the grace of our LORD FESUS 
C 18 J our ſouls turn every occurrence into an in- 
creaſe of their ſinful depravity. Our very table is a 
ſnare; and inſtead of exciting us to pratitude, is a 
provocative to gluttony. How difficult is it, when 
we flow in plenty, not to be elated; when we are 
preſſed with poverty, not to repine Have we buſi- 
nels in the world? It cumbers our thoughts, or tempts 
us to avarice. Have we no buſineſs to manage? We 
ſink into ſloth, and ſettle on the lees of voluptuouſ- 
neſs.— If our ſchemes are proſperous, it is odds but 
they attach us to the intereſts of time. If they prove 
unſucceisful, we too often are chagrined with the diſ- 
appointment, and fin againſt meekneſs. Even the holy 
commandment, inſtead of reſtraining fin, or produ- 
cing obedience, irritates the inbred depravity; and ren- 
ders it more reſtleſs, more impetuous, more ungovern- 
able *.—Thole very things, which ſhould have been for 
our welfare (ſo malignant and raging is our corruption!), 
are converted into an occafion of falling. 

Ther. The will is under no neceſſity of miſemploying 
her powers. She is free to act in this manner or in 
that; and, if a ſpendthrift, is not a ſlave. | 

Aſp. In actions which relate to the animal ceconomy, 
the will is unqueſtionably free. She can contra the 
torehead into a frown, or ex it with a ſmile. —In 
the ordinary affairs of life, ſhe is under no control. 
We can undertake or decline a journey, carry on or 
diſcontinue an employ, juſt as we pleaſe.—In the - 
ward acts of religion alſo, the will 1s her own miſtreſs. 


We can read the word of G OD, or go to the place 


ot divine worthip, without any extraordinary aid 
above. But in matters which are more intimately 
connected with our ſalvation, the caſe is different. 
Here, as our liturgy. expreſſes it, we are tied and 
% bound with the chain of our fins.” | 
Would you have a perſon delight himſelf in the 


LORD; take pleaſure in deyotion ; ſet his affeftions 


on things above ?—All this both his duty and his 
happineis. But alas! he it Aienated from the life of 
GOD. His inclinations gravitate quite the contrary 
Way. His will is in the condition of that diſtreſſed 
woman, who was bowed dotun with a (15 of infirmity, 
and could in no wiſe lift up herſelf +. ption, like 
a ſtrong bias influences, or rather like a heavy moun- 
tain oppreſſes his mind. Neither can he ſhake off the 
propenlity, or ſtruggle away from the load, until 

Tace, altnighty grace, i ſor his releaſe. —- 
hers the SPIRIT of the LORD i, there and 
there alone 7s liberty f ; that facred and glorious liber- 


1 1 beg leave to add another example of this kind, it is 
chiefly for the ſake of clearing up an obſcure. paſſage in the 


Pſalms; which ſeems to have been miſtaken by the authors of | 


both our verſions. David, to ſet forth the barbarous aſſiduity 
of his perſecutors, ſays, They wander up and dawn. They pry 
into every corner; they ſearch the city, and examine the 
country; 7 not for meat; which, in this connection, is a 


ſenſe quite toreign to the ſubject, and very jejune indeed; but 
to devour; to devour me the deſlined victim of nr ropes 


ſign by day, 491411 they will grudge ? No; but they will continue 


And if they arg not by il if they cannot compaſs their de- 
{-night, in che profecution of their purpoſe, Neither cold 


can divert them; but their attempts are as indg/a/ 
their malice is implacable. Pal. lix. 15. 


* Rom. vil. 8. + Luke xiii. 1 1. 
30 


1 2 vor. il. 17. 


kneſs can retard them ; neither hardſhips nor dangers 
igoble, as... 
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ty, which is not the common privilege of all men, but 
the high prerogative of the children of G O D. 
Would you have a perſon apply to the great R K- 
DEEMER; apply with a real ardor of deſire; as 
Bartimaus of old, or the Syrophanician mother? His 
will is like the withcred arm; cannot ſtretch forth it- 
ſelt to the all-gracious SAVIOUR: cannot hunger 
and thirſt after his everlaſting righteouſneſs and inſi- 
nite merit; till the SAVIOUR himſelf ſpeaks 
power into the enfeebled, the perverted faculty.—It you 
think otherwiſe ; try the experiment. Perſuade men 
to this neceſſary practice. Urge the molt weighty ar- 
guments ; deviſe the moſt pathetic expoſtulations ; let 
zeal ſummon all her force, and rhetoric employ all her 
art. Without being a prophet, I dare venture to fore- 
tel the iſſue, Dilappointments, repeated diſappoint- 
ments, will convince you, that our divine MASTER 
knew what he ſaid, When he ſolemuly declared, No 
man can come to me, except the FATHE R, which hath 
/ent me, drato him &. — Our church, in conformity to 
this and other ſcriptures, has taught us to pray, Turn 
thouus, O ge LORD; tor nothing but thy omni- 
potent agency is capable of doing it; and /o ſhall wwe be 
turned. 

| Ther. Are we ſlaves then? Will Chriſtianity fend 

us to ſeek our brethren, in the mines or in the galleys? 
Aſp. Chriſtianity does not end, but find us there. 
There, or in a worle ſlavery 4.—lt is doubtlets a n:oit 
abject ſlate, to wear the . and truckle in chains. 
Yet ſuch, I apprehead, is the ſtate of our minds by 
nature. Jo prove this, we necd not go down to the 
loweſt ranks of life. Theſe, you might fay with the 
prophet, are poor ; theſe are fooliſh ; they have not known 
the way of the LO RD, nor the judgment of their GOD. 

I will get me therefore to the great men ], and cxa- 
mine their diſpolition. 

Have you not known perſons of the greateſt intre- 
pidity, and ſirmeſt reſolution, hurried away by their 
luſts, as © a rolling thing before the whirlwind !“ 
Perhaps, they were bold enough to face danger, and 
dety the ſword, in the field of battle; yet were no 


more able to withſtand the wanton allurements of beau- - 


ty, or the ſoft ſolicitations of pleafure, than the moth 
can forbear fluttering about the flame, even though it 
ſinges her wings, and is ſcorching her to death.— 
Others, noſſeiſed of a reſined imagination, diſdain the 
groſs indulgencies of ſenſuality ; yet are flaves to their 
own domineering paſſions. They are blown into the 
moſt iatemperate rage, a puſhed on to the moſt 
extravagant actions, by every little ruffling accident. 
They ſce the meanneſs, which fuch an ungovernable 


ſpirit argues; they feel the miſery, which ſuch internal 


tempelts create; nay, they reſolve to ſuppreſs the im- 
petuolity of their temper: yet are bore away by the 
torrent ; and, upon the very firſt provocation, are as 
furiouſly reſentful as ever.— Will you call thefe pertons 


* John vi. 44. It is not ſaid, The FATHER drives, 
but draws : not by violent, irrational, compulfive means ; but 
by clear conviction, ſweet perſuaſion, and inducements ſuited to 
a reaſonable being. Th-/e are the cords of a beaſt, theſe of a 
man. 80 that we are not acted upon as clock-work, or in- 
fluenced as mere machines, but made willing in the day of his 
power, P/al. cx. 3. 


+ St Paul ſays of Chriſtians, and reckons himſelf in the 
number, that naturally they ſerved (not Jeg, but Juxortes, 
were abſolute ſlaves to) divers lufts and pleaſures, Tit. iii. 3. 
The whole verſe is very remarkable, and nothing can be more 
appoſite to A/paſts's purpoſe. It ſhews us, what they were by 


nature, who through grace became living images of the bleſſed _ 


G OD. 
This mortifying doctrine is often acknowledged by our 


church. Thus begins one of her public ſupplications; Al. 


mighty G O D, who aline canſt order the unruly wills and affec- 
tions of ſinful man. It feems, we cannot determine our own wills, 
nor regulate our own affections What is this but bondage? 


t Jer. v. 4. 5. I. xvii, 13. 


„ 


. caſe. 


. 


free, becauſe their taſkmaſters' and their tyrants ans 
lodged within * becauſe the fetters are forged, not 
for the meaner, but for the immortal part of their 
nature: 

Ther. Let us paſs to the ections. Theſe are to the 
ſon}, what wings are to the eagle, or fails to the ſhi | 
Theſe always ſtand ready to receive the gales of in. 
tereſt, and to ſpring at the ſignal of reaſon. 


Aſp. O!] that they did !—But, if the wings are 


clogged with mire ; if the ſails are diſproportioned to 


the ballaſt ; what advantage will accrue, either to the 
animal, or to the veſlel !—The one will, probably, be 
overſet in the voyage; the other will lie grovelling 
on the ground. 

Ter. Dejire ſeems to be the firſt, which © opens the 
« mouth, or moves the wing, or peeps +.” Deſire is 
active as a flame, and ever in purſuit of happineſs, 

Af. What if your flame, inſtead of ſhooting up- 
wards, thould point its iuverted ſpires to the carth ? 
Would not this be firange, and a fign of great diſor— 
der -O D is the centre of perfection, and the 
lource of felicity. All that is amiable in itelf, is 
comprehended in G O D. All that is beneficial to us, 
proceeds from G D. Do our deſires uniformly fend 
to this ſuperexcellent being? Do our wiſhes terminate 
in the enjoyment of his ever-glorious Majeſty ? Alas! 
we are naturally eſtranged from him : we covet no 
communion with him. We are wedded to triffes, 
and dote upon vanity : but 7 GOD we ſay,—it is evi- 
dently the language of our conduct, —Depart from us; 
we deſire not the knowledge of thy ways }. 

It dchre is the firit-born among the affections, ob- 
ſerve it in children. There it appears in its dawn, and 
has molt of pure nature.—Sece, how thoſe ies, exult- 
ing in the ſunny gleam, vibrate with all the rapidity 
of motion their little wings ||]. 80 prompt and ex- 
pedite are the deſires of children to any corrupting 
viveriion.,—See, how fluggiſlily that /h, crawling 
forth amidſt the refreſhing moiſture, drags her flow 
length along. So dull, if not reluctant, are the diſ- 
poſitions of our children to any improving exerciſe. 
Rewards will hardly win them to the latter ; the rod 
can hardly deter them from the former.—And none, 
none but GOD, “ by bis ſpeczal grace preventing 
„ them, can put into their minds good deſires |.” 

Is our /ve under better regulation: How eaſily are 
we captivated with a fair complexion ard graceful 
form, eſpecially when fet off with the decorations of 
dreſs ! but how little affected with the beauty of in- 
ternal character; with the ornaments of virtue, and 
the graces of Chriſtianity? Can it be ſuppoſed, that the 
pulſe of the ſoul beats regularly, when there 1s fuch 
a paſſionate fondneſs for tading embelliſhments, and 
ſuch a cold indifference for the moſt ſubſtantial endow- 
ments ?—How ready are we to be enamoured with 
well-proportioned clay, often to our apparent preju- 
dice, ſometimes to our utter ruin! yet how backward 
to love that infinitely Ioving and lovely REDEEME!?, 


- who would die himſelf, rather than we ſhould become 
a prey to death! Tinder we are, perfect tinder to the 


ſparks of irrational and diflolute affection; harder 

than adamant, colder than ice, to this heavenly flame. 
Ther. I our love is blind, our fear has not loſt her 

eyes. Fear is quick of apprehenſion ; and, inſtead of 


*r inte dir 
And upftart paſſions catch the government 
Frem reaſon, and to ſervitude reduce 
Man, till then free. MirT. 


II. x. 14. I Job. xxi. 14. 
The wings of a fly are ſuppoſed to have the gu , tet mo- 
tion. of any material ſubſtance which lives. And if they 
make, as naturaliſts imagine, ſome hundreds of vibrations in 
a ſecond of time, I think, there can be no competition in the 


4 Colle for Eaſter-day. 
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being ſtupidly Er is ready to © riſe up at the 
ice of a bird “.“ 
K 4%. The paſſion of fear is ſufficiently active, but 
2 miſapplied—We fear the reproach of men. 
But are We alarmed at the view of that ever/a/trng 
ame, which the LOR D, the righteous Judge, ſhall 
ur upon the ungodly ? We ſhudder at the drawn 
dagger, and ſtand appalled at the headlong precipice. 
But how often have we deſied the [word of almighty 
vengeance, and ſported upon the brink” of irretricvable 
ition ? 

4 is the moſt pernicious of all evils. Sin violates 
the divine command, and provokes the divine M A- 
ESTV. Sin offers deſpite to the bleſſed SPIRLT, 
and tramples upon the blood of FE SUS. For tin, 
the tranſgreſſor is baniſhed from the bliſsful preſence 
of GOD, and doomed to dwell with inextingutthable 
burnings. Do we dread this grand deſtroyer of our 
happineſs? dread it more than any calamities, more 
than all plagues ? — Take one of thole tine may dukes, 
which glow with te beautiful a ſcarlet on yonder eſpa- 
lier. Offer it to the Hat hird, that ſerenades us from 
the neighbouring elm. The creature, though fond of 
the dainty, will fly from your hand, as haſtily as trom 
4 levelled 'fowling-picce. He futpects a deitgn upon 
his liberty; and therefore will endure any extrettiity, 
will even ſtarve to death, rather than taſte the 0/7 
tempting delicacy in ſuch hazardous circumitances.— 
Are we equally tearful of an ininitely-greater dan- 

er? Do we fly, with equal folicitude +, irom the de- 
re but deſtructive wiles of in? Alas! do not we 
too often ſwallow the bait, even when we plainly dit- 
cover the fatal hook? Do we not ſratch the forbidden 
truit, though conſcience remonſtrates, though GOD 
prohibits, though death eternal threatens ? 

Ther. Conſcience then, according to your own ac- 
count, has eſcaped the general ſhipwreck. Conſcience 
is GO D's vicegerent in the foul, and executes her of- 
ice faithfully. Even the Gentiles /hew the work of 
the law written in their hearts, their conſcience alſo bear- 
ing witneſs, and their thoughts the mean while accuſing or 
elſe excufing one another ]. | W Þ 

Aſp. If there be any remains of the divine image, 
perhaps, they are to be found in the confcience. But 
even this is not exempt from the common ruin.— Con- 
ſider its 47%. It is like a dim taper, tcebly glimmer- 
ing, and ſerving only to make the darkneis viſible. 
Or, if it diſcovers any thing, it is an obſcure ſome- 
thing, we know not what: which, inſtead of in- 
forming, tantalizes us, and inſtead of guiding, be- 


Wilders us. As falſe and deluſory lights on the ihore, 


put a cheat upon the mariner. and lead him on to ruin ||. 
—Conſider its operations. It is either dumb or dead, 
or both. Dumb ; or elle how vehemently would it 
upbraid us, for our ſhocking ingratitude to the ſu- 
preme omnipotent BEN EFAC TOR? How lond- 
ly would it inveigh againſt our ſtupid neglect of ſpi- 


Eccl. xii. 4. 
The infligating admonition, tranſmitted to Brentius by an 
anonymous letter, when the Papiſts had formed a plot againſt 


his life, ſhould be the rule of our conduct on ſuch an occafion ; 


Fuge! ſuge ! cito—citius—citifſime, 

t Rom. ii. 15. Methinks, I would not tranſlate the word 
wlatv the mean while, but alternately or interchangeably accuſing 
or exculing ; ſometimes one, fometimes the other; in confor- 


mity to the different circumſtances of their temper and behavi- 
our, 


| This ſeems to have been the caſe with the bulk of the 
Heathen world. Conſcience arraigned, and found them guilty. 
This put them upon practiling their abominable, ſometimes their 
inhuman idolatrics —Nay, this induced them to give the moſt 


ſcandalous and impious miſrepreſentations of the DEITY. 


That they might /heath the ſting of confcience, and find ſome 
Jae for their own iniquities, they made even the objects of 
their worſhip, the patrons and the precedents of their favourite 
Vices, 2 
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ritual intereſts, and cternal ages? Dead ; otherwiſe 
how keenly would it ſmart, when gaſhed with wounds, 
numerous, as our repeated violations of the divine 
law,—deep, as the horrid aggravations of our various 
iniquities ? 

Ther. Do you call this an anſwer to my objection, 
Aſpaſio? It it be an anſwer, it reſembles, in point of ſatis- 
factory evidence, the light which you aſcribe unto the 
conſcience. 

Aſp. The Gentiles, you allege, ſhew the 20srk, but 
not the love of the law, written on their hearts. Some 
leading notices of right and wrong they have ; ſome 
ſpeculative {triftures of good and evil; but without a 
real abhorrence of the one, or a cordial delight in the 
other: which, far from ennobling their nature, far 
from vindicating their practice, argues the exceedin 
depravity of the former, and renders the latter abſo- 
lutely without excuſe. | 

No; you ſay, conſcience excuſes the Heathens. Ra- 
ther, their conſcience bears witneſs to the equity of the 
law, While their thoughts mate ſome weak apology * 
tor the tenor of their conduct. This is far from ac- 
quitting, tar from juſtityingthem.—Beiides, theſe weak 
attempts to excule, are always founded on ignorance. 
Did they know themſelves, their duty, or their G OD, 
conſcience would, without the leaſt heſitation, bring 
in her verdict, Cuil. — The apoſtle aſſures us, that, 
till faith, which is a divine principle, takes place in our 
breaits, both the mind and conſcience are defiled + : here, 
and cliewhere, very plainly intimating, that the con- 
ſcience is evil, and ever will be evil, till it is ſprinkled 
wit) the blood of CHRIST t. 

It accuſes ſome, I acknowledge; and it ought to 
accule, yea, to condemn all. But even here it evi- 
dences itſelf to be corrupt. For its accuſations are 
ſometimes erroneous ||, and no better than falſe witnefs ; 
ſometimes partial þ, and ſuborned by appetite ; and 
very, very often inefetual.—Nay, when they do take 
effect, they produce no fruit that is truly good. They 
work not a genuine humiliation, or an unfeigneq re- 
pentance ; but either a {laviſh dread of GOD, as a 
levere judge; or hatred of him, as an inexorable ene- 

* | 

Ther. Hatred of G O D—Aſtoniſhing impiety ! Is it 
poſſible tor the human heart to admit ſuch enormous, 
almoit incredible wickedneſs ? 

Aſp. You may well be aſtoniſhed, Theron; and 
GOD may juitly demand; What iniquity have my 
people found in me, that they are gone far from me, and have 
walked after vanity -? I created you out of nothing, 
and endowed you with an immortal foul. As a fa- 
Ather, I have provided for you. As a nurſe, I have 
« cheriſhed you. I have conligned over to your poſ- 
« ſ{eſhon the earth, and the fulneſs thereof. All my 


*The word is eroxcſperor, not #iuapſupuIur, not Sinaiwcarrav 
+ Tit. i. 15. t Heb. x. 22. 


| Erroneous— What elſe was that grand article in the aceu- 
ſations of conſcience, mentioned, with ſuch particular diſtinc- 
tion, by Virgil ? | 
Phlegyaſque miſerrimus omnes 


Admonet, et magna teftatur voce per umbras, 
Diſcite juflitiam moniti, et non temnere divos. 


For men to deſpiſe ſuch dunghill, worſe than dunglilll deities, 


had been their virtud if done, and was their duty to do 


What elſe was that voice of conſcience, mentioned by our 


LORD, Jahn xvi. 2. or that confeſſed by the apoſtle, Ac, 


xxvi. g.: | 
+ Partial—Otherwiſe, how could the molt delebrated among 


the ancient heroes applaud and practiſe that execrable unnatu- | 


ral crime, /elf-murder ? How could their firſt-rate hiſtorians 


extol and almoſt conſecrate that diabolical principle of action, 


pride? And how could their ableſt teachers of morality, not 
only tolerate, but eſtabliſh the error, by . to find ſo 
much as a name for that amiable virtue, humility ? 

++ Jer. ji. 5. 
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« creatures do you ſervice, and even my angels mini- 


« ſter unto your good. Do you deſire greater de- 
„ monſtrations of my love? I have given what was 


e dearer to me than all angels, than all worlds. ] 


« have given my SON from my boſom, to die in 
« your ſtead. Would you have farther evidences of 
« my tender, my diſtinguiſhed regard? Behold * 1 
&* touch the mountains, and oy ſmoke : I look up- 
« on the earth, and it trembles : I caſt even the princes 
« of heaven, when they break my law, into chains 
« of darkneſs. But to you, O men, I condeicend to 
„ act as a ſupplicant. Though highly injured, and 
« horribly affronted, I beſeech you, again and again I 
&« beſcech you to be reconciled.” 

To hate * /uch a G OD, is indeed the moſt deteſt- 


able impiety. Yet man, fooliſh man, practiſes this 


impiety, whenever, for the ſake of a vile luſt, an ig- 
noble pleaſure, or an unruly paſſion, he tranſgreſles 
the command of his CREATOR. 

Shall I exemplify the doctrine, in another of the 
affections ? 


Ther. In truth, Aſpaſo, I begin to be fick of the 
ſubject. I human nature is fo ulcerated, the lets you 
touch it the better.— However, let us not quite omit 


the raſcible appetite. 


Aſp. Of this we have already taken a ſide- view; if 
you chuſetoſceit in fuller proportion, make your obſer- 


vation on Fervidus.—Fervidus comes home in a rage. 
His checks are pale, and his lips quiver, with exceſs 


of paſſion. Though he can hardly ſpeak, he vows re- 


venge, and utters imprecations.—What is the cauſe 
of all this wondrous ferment ? A neighbour, it ſcems, 
has dropt ſome reflecting hint, or a — has blun- 
dered in ſome trifling meflage. Such uſage, Fervidus 
ſays, is intolerable ; and ſuch neghgence unpardonable. 
— This ſame Fervidus has offered numberleis affronts 
to his MAKER; he has moſt ſcandalouily neglected 
the will of his almighty LORD}; yet feels no indig- 


nation againſt himſelf,—He is all fury, when his own 
credit is touched. But when the intereft of CHRIST 


is wounded, he can fit unconcerned, or paſs it off with 
a laugh.—Anger, I acknowledge, is ſometimes be- 
coming and uſeful. But is his its right temperature? 
this its proper application ? 

Ther. This is the practice only of ſome few turbu- 
lent ſpirits. To ſaddle therr qualities upon every per- 
ſon, is a procedure juſt as equitable, as the madman's + 
calculation was reaſonable, who took an account of 
evry ſhip which entered the harbour, and ſet it down 
for his own. 

Aſp. The latter part of my charge, I fear, is appli- 
cable to more than a few.—However, let us conſider 
the moſt calm and ſedate minds. How are they aflect- 
ed under injuries? Do they never aggravate failings 


into crimes ? Do they find it eaſy to abſtain from every 


emotion of ill-will! eaſy to love their enemies, and 
do good to thoſe who hate them ? Theſe godlike tem- 


pers, if our nature was not degenerated, would be 


the ſpontaneous produce of the foul. But now alas! 


they are not raiſed, without much difficulty ; ſeldom 
come to any conſiderable degree of eminence ; never 


arrive at a ſtate of true perfection. An undoubted 
proof, that they are exotics, not natives of the ſoil. 
Now we are ſpeaking of plants, caſt your eye upon 
the kitchen-garden. Many of thoſe herbs will perfume 
the hard hand which cruſhes them, and embalm the 
rude foot which tramples on them. Such was the 
benign conduct of our LORD. He always over- 
came evil with good. When his diſciples diſregarded 


Hatred of GOD is fo ſhocking an expreſſion, that one 


would almoſt wiſh never to hear or read it. But it occurs in 


our unerring book; is too often exemplified in common life; 
and is engraven by corrupt nature on every human heart. Sce 
Rom. i. 30. Exod. xx. 5. John xv. 25. Rom. viii. 7 

+ Thraſylus, an Athenian. 
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him in his bitter agony, he made the tindeſt 
for their ungrateful ſtupidity *. When his e 
with unparallelled barbarity, ſpilt his very blood; he 
pleaded their ignorance, as an extenuation of their 
guilt 4,—1s the fame ſpirit in us, which was allo in 
our divine MASTERY? Then are our paſſtons yi ds. 
ly poiſed, and duly tempered. But if reſentnie | 
Kindles, and animoſity rankles in our hearts; this 
an infallible ſign, that we fwerve from our 8 AVI 
OU R's pattern; conſequently, are fallen from Fiat 
primitive rectitude. 

Ther. What ſay you of the fancy? This ſure, if no 
other, retains the primitive reclitude. What picture, 
does the form, and what excurſions does the make ? 
She can dive to the bottom of the ocean, can foar ty 
the height of the ſtars, and walk upon the boundaric; 
of creation. 

Aſp. That the fancy is lively and excurſive, I rea- 
dily grant. It can out-travel the poſt, or outfly the 
eagle. But if it travel, only to pick /ells; or f 
abroad, to bring home miſchief; then, I apprehend, 
though you ſhould admire the faculty, you will hardly 
be in raptures with its agency.—Thkis is the real trut, 
Our fancy, till divine grace regulate and exalt its onc. 
rations, is generally employed in picking painted ſhel}: 
or culling venomous herbs : weaving (as the prophet 
very elegantly, and no leſs exactly deſcribes the cafe) 
the ſpider's web, ar hatching ceckatrice-eggs f. buſied 
in the moſt abſurd impertinencies; or acting in ſpe- 
culation the vileſt iniquities. That which ſhould be » 
garden incleſed, a fountain ſealed ||, for the PRINCE 
of peace, is the thoroughfare of vanity.—And even 
when we are renewed from above, O! how neceſlary 
is it to kcep an inceſſant watch, and exerciſe a ſtrict 
ciſcipline, over this volatile, variable, treacherous ꝛc- 

rant. 

The memory, as well as the fancy, is impaired ; or, 
if not impaired, is debauched. Why elle docs it ſo 
firmly retain the impreſſions of an injury, but fo eafily 
let flip the remembrance of a benefit? Any idle fop- 
peries, which ſooth our vanity, and increaſe our cor- 
ruption, cleave to the thoughts, as the vexatious bur 
to our cloaths. While the noble truths of the goſpel, 
and the rich mercies of a gracious G O D, flide away. 
from the mind, and leave no laſting trace behird 
them. This double perverſeneſs is very emphatical'y 
and too truly reprefented by Jeremiah; Can a maid 
forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire® Tet my people 
have fergstten me, days without number J. — If we hear 
a looſe hint, or read an immodeſt expreſſion, they are 
almoſt ſure to faſten themſelves on our memory. If 
ſhaken off, they follow us with a troubleſome impor- 
tunity. If excluded, as unwelcome viſitants, they 
force themſelves, again and again, upon our imagt- 
nation. They dog us to the cloſet ; they haunt our 
moſt retired hours; and too often diſturb our very 
devotions.— Tell me now, can that faculty be upriglit 
and uncorrupted, which is a perforated ſieve, to tranſ- 
mit the beneficial ; but a thirty fhorge, to imbibe the 

pernicious ++ ? 


EXCuſe 
nemies, 


Ther. Well, my friend, whatever guilt I or others 
have contracted, fattery, I dare be poſitive, is none 
of yours. Human nature has received no heightening 
or adulatory touches from your pencil. You have 
pourtrayed her focli/h, and bea/tly, and every thing 
bad but devili/h. ; | 


Matth. xxvi. 41. + Luke xxiii. 34. 
n Cant. iv. 12. 4 Jer. ii. 32. 
++ This, I think, fuggeſis an unanſwerable confutation of 

that ſpecious argument, frequently uſed in behalf of ſome 
Faſhionable but diſſolute diverſions. They are interſperſed,” 
ſay their admirers, © with ſentiments of virtue, and maxims 
« of morality.” —Shoukd we admit the truth of this plea; 
yet the depraved diſpoſition of mankind is pretty ſure to drop 
the morality, and carry away the ribaldry. | 
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Af, And this, cven this abomination I muſt not 
ſecrete, I dare not except.—{nvy is a deviliſh diſpo- 
ſition. It {ubiliics. no where, but in damned ſpirits, 
and fallen fouls. Yet, infernal as it is, it has been 
found in perſons of the moſt exalted character. The 
magnanimous Joſhua telt its cancrous tooth *, The 
diſciples of the bietled FESUS were ſoured with its 
malignant leaven f. An apoſtle declares, that the ſpirit 
hich dioelleth in us luſfteth to envy]; is impetuouſly 
rone to that deteſtable temper. 

Lying is confeſſedly a diabolical practice; yet how un- 
accountably forward are our children to utter falſe- 
hood? As ſoon as they are born, they go aſtray; and 
a5 ſoon as they ſpeak, they ſpeak lies. — I ſaid wnaccount- 
ably. But | recall the expreſſion. The cauſe is evident. 
They have loſt the image of the GON of truth; 
and are become like that apoſtate ſpirit, who ig a har, 
and the father of it | 

What think you of malrce, of hate, and revenge? Are 
they not each a ſpecies of murder, and the ſeed of the 
eld ſerpent ? Untels, therefore, we are entirely free 
{rom all theſe helliſh emotions, we muſt, we muſt ac- 
knowledge, that the prince of this world + has his party 
within us. May the almighty hand of our G O D ex- 
tirpate and ſubdue it, day by day! 

You tell me, I am no flatterer. — Should a perſon 
who profeſſes himſelf the friend of his fellow-creatures, 
ſooth them into a falſe peace? ſhould he bolſter them 
up in a g/oundleſs conceit of their excellency, when they 
really are no better than “ an unclean thing ?*—Shall 
the ſurgeon aſſure his patient,“ Allis well;” even when 
the mortification has taken place, and the 8 is 
ſpreading? This were to rchne the ſirſt out of all be- 
nevolence, and to flatter the laſt into his grave. 

A diſputant of leſs complaiſance than my Theron, 
would probably aſk, with a contemptuous ſneer, 
« Have you then been drawing your own picture?“ 
—To whom I would reply, with confuſion and ſor- 
row, “ I have :” alleging this only, to moderate my 
confuſion, that Iam daily ſeeking, by prayer and watch- 
fulneſs, more and more to put of this old man, which 
rs corrupt according to the deceitful Iuſts . ++ And, to al- 
leviate my ſorrow, I am endeavouring continually to 
remember, that, however unworthy I am, however 


vile I may have been, my adored REDEEMER's 


righteouſneſs is perfect; and in his righteouſnels every 
believer is to make his boaſt. | 

Ther. So then man 1s blind in his underſtanding ; 
perverſe in his will ; diſorderly in his affections ; influ- 
enced by diſpoſitions, which are partly brutal, and 
partly diabolical.—I have often heard you extol, in 
terms of high admiration, the virtue of humility, You 
have laviſhed all the riches of eloquence, when ha- 
ranguing on poverty of ſpirit. If ſuch be the condi- 
tion of mankind, they have infinite cauſe to be poor 
in ſpirit. They muſt, therefore, have one excellency 
left; and, according to your own account, a very diſ- 
tinguiſhing one. | 

Aſp. Scarce any thing diſplays, in a more glaring 
light, the extreme depravity of man, than his ſtrong 
propenſity to pride, notwithſtanding ſo much vileneſs, 
and ſo many deformities. — Should the noiſome leper 
admire the beauty of his complexion, or the impotent 
paralytic glory in the /rength of his finews ; would 
they not be miſtaken, even to a degree of ſottiſhneſs 
and frenzy ? Yet for man, fallen man, who has loſt 
his original righteouſneſs, which was the true orna- 

ment of, his nature; who is become ſubject to baſe 

and ſordid luſts, or, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, ig earth 
and ſenſual, for him to be proud, is ſtill more abſurd- 
ly wicked. And ſince this is the caſe, I cannot acquit 
him from the laſt and heavieſt article of the ſacred 


n Jam. iv. 5. 
+ Eph. iv. 22. 


+ Matth. xx. 24. 
J John xiv; 30. 


* Numb. xi. 29. 
John viii. 44- 
No XI 
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writer's charge; I have a freſh and more convinging 
proof, that we do him no wrong, when we call his 
nature, his diſpoſition, his wifſdom-—deviliſh &. 

Ther. Why do you reckon pride an univerſally- pre- 
vailing corruption ? I ſee no ground for ſuch a diſho- 
nourable ſuſpicion. I hope, I my am an inſtance to 
the contrary. To unguarded fallies of paſſion, to 
ſeveral other faults, I confeſs myſelf ſubject; but cannot 
think, that I am proud. 

Aſp. Ah! Theron, if you was not proud, you would 
not be paſſionate. Unreaſonable anger always pro- 
cceds from an overweening opinion of our own worth. 
— One who, beſides his acquired knowledge of hu- 
man nature, had the ſupernatural gift of diſcerning 
ſpirits, is obſerved to join humility and meekneſs + : in- 
timating, that they are amiable twins ; and where one 
exiſts, the other cannot be abſent.—Always conſiſtent 
with himſelf, he links together the oppoſite vices, 
heady and high-minded I. not obſcurely hinting, that 
thoſe who are eaſily provoked, are certainly proud.— 
Shall I add, without offence ? If we fancy our minds 
to be clear from the weeds of vanity, and our thoughts 
free from the workings of ſelf-admiration ; it is a 
moſt pregnant ſymptom, that we are over-run with the 
former, abandoned to the latter, and blinded by both. 

Pride was the firſt ſin, that found entrance into 
our nature ; and it is, perhaps, the laſt that will be 
expelled. — What are all our allictons, but a remedy 
provided for this inveterate diſeaſe? intended to hide 
pride || from man. What is the inſtitution of the go- 
ſpel, but a battery erected againſt this ſtrong-hold of 
Satan? ordained to caſt down every high imagination J. 
Though that remedy is often applied, though this 
battery is continually playing; yet the peccant hu- 
mour is not entirely purged off, nor the elatement of 
ſpirit totally ſubdued, till mortality is ſwallowed up of 
life. 

Pride is the ſin which moſt eaſily beſets us. WH 
can ſay, I have made my heart clean + from this ini- 
quity ? It defiles our duties, and intermingles itſelf 
with our very virtues. It ſtarts up, I know not how, 


in our moſt ſolemn hours, and our moſt ſacred em- 


ploys.—The good Hegetiah, whoſe prayers were more 
powerful than all the forces of Sennacherib, was not 
proof againſt the wiles of this ſubtil ſorcereſs ++, E- 
ven the great apoſtle, who had been caught up into 
the third heavens, was in danger of being puffed up 
with pride: in ſuch great danger, that it was neceſſary 
to put a lancet into the gathering tumour; or, as he 


himſelf expreſſes it, to fix a thorn in his fleſh =, and 


permit the meſſenger of Satan to buffet him. 
How pathetically is this corruption lamented, and 


how truly deſcribed by “ a ſweet ſin ger of our I/ 


ce rael /” 


But pride, that buſy fin, 
Spoils all that I perform. 

Curs'd pride! that creeps ſecurely in, 
And fwells a haughty worm. 


Thy glories I abate, 
Or praiſe thee with deſign ; 
Part of thy favours I forget, 
Or think the merit mine. 


The very ſongs I frame, 
Are faithleſs to thy cauſe ; 
And ſteal the honours of thy name, 
To build their own applauſe . 
Ther. Now, I preſume, you have given the laſt 
touches to your diſtorted portrait. ty; 


* Jam. ili, 16, + Eph. iv. 2. 
| Job xxxiii. 19. + 2 Cor. x. 4. 5. + Prov. xx, 9, 
++ 2 Chron. xxxii. 25. = 2 Cos, zii. 7. 
#* WaTTS's Hor, Lyr. 
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Aſp. There are other diſagreeable and ſhocking fea- 
turcs. But thoſe I ſhall caſt into ſhades, or hide under 
a veil, One particular you muſt allow me to add, 
which, like a ſullen air in the countenance, throws 
aggravated horror over the whole. I mean, an incli- 
nation to be fond of our /lavery. | 

In other inſtances, the captive exile haſteth to be 
looſed &. But here we prefer bondage to freedom, and 
are loath to leave our priſon. Of this, our backward- 
neſs to ſelf-examination, is both a conſequence and a 
proof. Self-examination, under the agency of the 
SPIRIT, would open a window in our dungeon; 
would ſhew us our wretched condition, and teach us 
to ſigh for deliverance. — Why have we ſuch a dillike 
of reproof? Becauſe we hug our chains, and chuſe 
darkneſs rather than light. Reproof is more grating 
than the harſheſt diſcord, though it tends to diflolve 
the inchantment, and reſcue us from the tyranny of 
ſin. While fattery, which abets the deluſion, and 
ſtrengthens the ſpell, is muſic to our ears.—ls not our 
reaſon, which ſhould arraign and condemn every irre- 

ularity, forward to invent excuſes, and to ſpare the 
Prot folly? Reaſon, which ſhould unſheath the 
dagger, ſuperinduces the ma/# ; and, inſtead of ſtri- 
king at the heart of our vices, ſcreens them under the 
cover of ſome plauſible names. A wicked habit 1s 
called a human infirmity ; inſnaring diverſions paſs 
for innocent amuſements; a revengeful diſpoſition 
is termed ſpirit, 1 and honour. Thus our 
reaſon (if, when 10 egregioufly 33 it deſerves 
the name) is ingenious to obſtruct our recovery; 
and rivets on the ſhackles which our paſlions have 


formed +. 
This the eternal WIS DO M foreſaw, and there- 


fore uttered that tender expoſtulation; How long ye im- 


ple ones will ye love ſimplicity, and ſcorners delight in 
their ſcorning, and fools hate knowledge * Even the in- 
eſtimably-precious knowledge of an all-atoning and 
completely-juſtifying SAVIOUR; who preaches, 
who has purchaſed, and who works deliverance, — 
preaches in his word, has purchaſed by his blood, 
and works by his SPIRIT, deliverance for the cap- 
tices, — the wretched captives of ignorance, fin, and 
death. 

This I take to be the moſt fAagrant and deplorable ef- 


fect of human depravity,—our averſion to the doc- 


trine, the privileges, the grace of the goſpel. Be- 


ware, dear Theron, leſt you prove my point by —ſhall 


I ſpeak it? would you ſuſpect it / your own practice. 
Zealous as I am for my tenets, I ſhould be ſorry, ex- 
tremely ſorry, to have ſuch a demonſtration of their 
truth. 

. Ther. You are highly obliging, Aſpaſin, to ſingle me 
out for your evidence. Yet why ſhould the honour 
be appropriated to myſelf? It belongs, upon the foot 
of the preceding calculation, not to your friend only, 
but to the whole ſpecies, —If you was aiming at none 
but the licentious and abandoned, you would have 
none to oppoſe you, but perſons of that character, 
Your arrows of ſatire would then be rightly levelled, 
and might be ſerviceable to mankind. Whereas to put 
all in the black liſt, to mark all with the villain's 
brand; this can never be Chriſtian charity, this is un- 
ſufferable cenſoriouſneſs. 

Aſp. Let me beſeech you, Theron, not to miſappre- 
hend my deſign. I ſpeak not as a malevolent ſatiriſt, 
but would imitate the faithful phyſician. I am open- 


* If. Ii. 14. | 
+ Perhaps, this is what our LORD means, when, de- 


veloping the human heart, and diſcovering its latent enormi- + 


ties, he cloſes the dark account with ahr, fooliſhneſs : imply- 
ing that fupidity, which has no ſenſe of its miſery ; that per- 
verſeneſs, which has no inclination for a r : both which 
render all the other evils far more inveterate, Mark vii. 22, 
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ing the fore, that it may admit the healj 
and ſhould I perform the operation with 22 
inſtrument? My ſoul abhors the thought. —1 —— 
treat you likewiſe to remember the diſtinction between 
a ſtate of nature and a ſtate of grace. We are all * 
turally evil. Such we ſhould for ever continue di 
not a ſupernatural power intervene ; making ſome ; 
differ, both from their original ſelves, and from 5 
generality of their neighbours. Are they reſined in 
their temper, and reformed in their life? [ grant "4 
But then it is the influence of the ſanctifying 8 Pr 
RIT, which purges away their droſs, yet not without 
* Jew eo, k " 
Ther. Here, Aſpaſio, you certainly ſtrain 
till it breaks. Since fxipture itſelf — 2 =, 
perſons, as abſolutely perfect. What ſays Ms/es a 
inſpired hiſtorian ? Noah was perſect in his generation ny 
— What ſays the GOD o Meſes, who can neither 
deceive nor be deceived? Fob was à perfect man and an 
upright f.—Conſequently, their nature muſt be entire. 
ly cleanſed from this hereditary defilement ; and th; 
character confutes your derogatory repreſentations of 
mankind, 

Aſp. Thoſe eminent ſaints were ect; that 1 
they were ſandified throughout ; A in al cher 
faculties; no one grace of religion was lacking. Ag 
in the new-born infant, there is a human creature 
complete; = V part of the vital frame is 
wanting; though each is tender, all are ve 
and none rived at the full ſize. ales N 8 

They were wpright. This word ſeems to be expla- 
natory of the preceding ; and ſignifies an unfeigned 
deſire, joined with a hearty endeavour, to obey the 
whole will of GOD; excluding, not all defect, but 
all reigning hypocriſy, and wilful remiſlneſs.—The in- 
terpretation, thus limited, is of a piece with their con- 
duct. If ſtretched to a higher pitch, it is evidently 
inconſiſtent with the narrative of their lives. 

Pray, what was your motive for decorating the ſil- 
van retirement (which ſheltered us yeſterday) with 
the ſtatue of Elijah? 

Ther. Becauſe I thought, his ſolitary life, and gloo- 
my temper, ſuited that ſequeſtered bower : An the 
memorable adventure, there repreſented, is, with me, 
a favourite portion of ſacred hiſtory. 

Are we pleaſed with ſpirited and delicate rallery ? 
Nothing exceeds his pungent ſarcaſm om the ſtupid and 
deſpicable dupes of idolatry. Every ſentence is keen 
as a razor, and pointed as a dagger, yet wears the ap- 
pearance of the moſt courtly complaiſance. We may 
truly fay, in the beautiful language of the pſalmiſt, 
His words are ſmoother than oil, and yet be they very 
ſwords . 

Are we delighted with inſtances of magnanimity: 
A ſingle prophet, unſupported by any human aid, 
maintains the cauſe of truth, againſt the king, his 
grandees, and hundreds of the apoſtate prieſts.. He 
ventures to ſtake all his credit, to riſk his very lite, 
and (what was dearer to him than perſonal credit, or 
bodily life) the honour of the true G O D, and inter- 
eſts of his * religion, — to riſk all on the immedzate 
interpoſition of a moſt ſurpriſing miracle. 

Do we admire the triumphs of faith ? His faith was, 
in a manner, omnipotent. He prays, and torrents of 
fire deſcend from the ſky, to devour his adverſaries ||. 
—He prays again, and the ſluices of heaven are /þt : 
there is neither dew nor rain for ſeveral years þ.—A 
third time he prays, and the windows from on high 


* Gen, vi. 9. + Jobi, 1. 


t 1 Kings xvii. 29, And it came to paſs at noon, that E- 
ljah mocked them, and ſaid, Cry aloud; for heisa God. Either 
he is talking, or he is purſuing, or he is in a journey, or perad- 
uenture he fleepeth, and muſt be awaked. 
| + 1 Kings xvil, 1. 


2 Kings i. 10. 


* 
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te cgered; abundance of ſhowers water the earth #,— 
Os another occaſion he preſents his ſupplications, and 
3 OD makes his feet like harts feet, inſomuch that an 
aged prophet o7truns the royal chariot +. | 
87 52 commend your taſte, Theron } and am par- 
ticularly pleaſed with the reaſons of your choice. But 
do not you remember, that even the rr 
Ti/hbite failed in his reſignation, and failed in his faith! 
Eminent as he was for mortification, he 2 way to 
unreaſonable diſcontent ; and, though a champion for 
the living G O D, he yielded to unbelieving fear .— 
The man Moſes was very meek, above all the men which 
were upon the face of the earth || : yet he, even he was 
— in his ſpirit, and ſpake unadviſedly with 
li lips 4. — Was not Peter the hero among our 
LOK D's followers? Yet he trembles, more than 
trembles, at the ſhaking of a leaf ; he denies his di- 
vine MASTER, ſcared by the voice of a woman. 
Look where-ever we will, we find proofs of human 
depravity 3 reigning uncontrolled in ſome, making fre- 
quent inſurrection in all. It is written on our on hearts, 
by the pen of experience; the ſinger of obſervation 
ints it out, in the practice of others; — even in the 
practice of thoſe who have been ſaints of the firſt rank, 
and of the higheſt endowments. Vet they were de- 
fective; — defective too, in that very quality, which Was 
their diſtinguiſhing gift, in which they particularly 
excelled. . 


Ther. While we are talking, the day has inſenſibly 
ſtole itſelf away, and left us ſurrounded with tw:l;ght : 
which is a ſort of luſtre intermingled with darkneſs; 
no part wholly lucid ; no part wholly obſcure.—An 
emblem, according to your repreſentation, of the re- 
newed ſoul, and its imperfect holineſs: : 

4/p. A very juſt one.—Even where the goſpel ſhines, 
{till there is an incurrent gloom of corruption. Igno- 
rance mixes itſelf with our knowledge. Unbelief 
elcaves to our faith. Nor is our purity free from all 
contamination.—The prophet Zechariah, foretelling the 
eſtabliſhment of the goſpel-kingdom, and deſcribing 
the ſtate of its ſpiritual ſubjects, ſays, It ſhall come to 
paſs in that day, that the light ſhall not be clear nor 
dark ++. 
empliſied in the circumambient atmoſphere. With 
regard to its ſpiritual meaning, every true believer 
feels it accompliſhed in his own breaſt. : 

Ther. While you are ſo vehement in decrying all hu- 
man attainments, conſider, Aſpaſio, whether you do not 
check and diſpirit us in the purſuit of exalted virtue. 

Aſp. I ſuppoſe, you never expected to be ſuch an 
adept-in geometry as Archimedes, nor ſo protound an 
aſtronomer as Newton ; yet this did not check your 
application to the ſtudy of mathematics, or the con- 
templation of the heavens.—Your brother the mer- 
chant, 1 preſume, has no proſpect of amaſling the 
wealth of a Creſus, or the immenſe treaſures of a 
Nuuli- Ran; yet this does not diſpirit him in proſecu- 


* Jam, v. 17. 18. + 1 Kings xvili. 46. 


t Elias, or rather Elijah, was a man ſulject to like paſſions as 
we are, Jam. v. 17. Upon which paſſage, an eminent com- 
mentator makes the following remark: This probably is ſaid, 
* with reſpect to his fear and diſcontent, manifeſted I Kings 
* Xix. 3. 4. —Owrratve muſt, I think, imply a ſtate liable to the 
Irregular workings of paſſion ; not free from the ſinful infir- 
mities of nature. Otherwiſe, it is an inſtance foreign to the 
purpoſe ; does by no means anſwer the end deſigned ; which 
is to encourage the heart, and ſtrengthen the faith, even of 
frail, corrupt, offending creatures. See ver. 16. 


4 Pſal. cvi. 33. 


++ Zech, xiv. 6. 1 Cor. xiii. 9. For we know in part. Per- 
haps this declaration of the apoſtle may be a key to the pro- 


| Numb. xii. 3. 


phet's meaning. However, it is a ſufficient confirmation of 


4ſpaſio's ſentiment. 


This, as to its /iteral ſenſe, we now lee ex- 


ting the buſineſs, which brings him both opulence and 
honour; 

However, Theron, fo long as you deny the imputa- 
tion of GHRIST's righteouſneſs, I muſt acknou- 
ledge, you act a conſiſtent part, in being zealous for 
the perfection of perſonal obedience. You ought ci- 
ther to acquire the one, or to accept the other. There- 
fore I ſhall produce no more aguments for your dif- 
couragement ; but ſhall compriſe the whole of my an- 
ſwer, in the motto to an ih nobleman's arms, TRV. 
Or, it this be too conciſe, I will ſabjoin, with a very 
little alteration, the words of a king; When you 
have attained what you purſue, bring me word again, 
* that I may go and poſſeſs it alſo &. 

Ther. According to your account, the moſt advan- 
ced and eſtabliſhed Chriſtians are but like a company 
of invalids. Does not this extremely derogate from 
the honour of our LOR D, conſidered as the Phyjician 
of ſouls? It ſeems to make a mere nothing of lancti- 
fication, and would ſwallow up CHRIST the King 
in CHRIST the Prieſt. 

Aſp. Invalids they are +; and ſuch will continue, 
till they are diſmiſſed from this great infirmary, and 
admitted into that holy, happy, bleſſed world ; where 
the inhabitant ſhall nv more ſay, I am either in foul or 
in body fick f. 

If the cure was never to be completed, this doubtleſs 
would be diſhonourable to our almighty PHYSICIAN. 


But the ſpiritual recovery, begun on earth, and ad- 


vancing through time, will be perfected in heaven, 
and prolonged to eternity. Does this make a mere 
nothing of 1anctification ? No, but it makes room for 
a continual progreſs, and affords cauſe for continual 
humiliation. It reſerves a moſt exalted prerogative for 
the heavenly ſtate and beatific viſion ; and perpetually 
reminds us of a moſt important truth, That our pre- 
ſent bleſſedneſs conſiſts, not in being free from all ſin, 
but in having 0 ſin imputed to us ||. 8 

This imperfection of our obedience, inſtead of 
confounding, maintains a proper diſtinction between 
CHRIST the King, and CHRIST the Prieſt. 
Whereas, if we were perfect in piety, the prieſtly of- 
fice, with regard to us, would be ſuperſeded. What 
need of an interceſſor to recommend our prayers ? 
what occaſion for an high prieſt to bear the iniquity of 


our holy things | ? if ſome taint of the original leaven 
did not pollute our beſt ſervices ? 


Neither does this detract from the wiſdom, from 
the goodneſs, or from the power of CHRIST. It 
rather adminiſters to the advantageous diſplay of all 
theſe divine attributes. —Of his wiſdom, in conducting 
the affairs of his church with ſuch exact propriety, 
that the righteouſneſs of faith may have its due ho- 


Matth. ii. 8, 

+ Do not the be/t of men lament their ignorance of the divine 
perfections, their flowneſs of heart to believe the divine promiſes, 
and the languor of their gratitude for ineſtimable, for innu- 
merable gifts of the divine goodneſs ?—Do they not frequent- 
ly feel deadneſs in their devotions, diſorder in their affections, 
and various, other relics of the original leaven Do they not 
often complain, in the language of the apoſtle,  #/hen I would 
do good, evil is preſent with me? and ſay, with the earlieſt 
Chriftians, We that are in this tabernacle ds grean, being burden- 
ed: burdened, not ſo much with affliction; thoſe heroes in 
Chriſtianity had learned, to rejoice in tribulation : but burdened 
with a ſenſe of their ſpiritual infirmities, and with the working 
of their inbred corruption ; which, to a tender and lively be- 
liever, are the heavieſt of croſſes, and the moft galling of loads. 
— Nay, do not the heirs of glory waſh their very robes, even 
their faireſt deeds, and their brighteſt graces, in the blood of the 
LAMB ? which, if they were free from ſpot, and void of im- 
purity, need not be made white in this ſacred fountain. Se 
2 Cor. v. 4. Rev. vii. 14. | | | 

+ Pſal. xxxii. 2. - | If. xxxiii. 24. 

+ Exod. xaviii. 38. Id eſt, expiare peccata, quibus Gantt ime 


cateroquin. attiones neftre inquinate ſunt. WuTs. de Occong 


by 
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nour, and the ſanctification of the S PI RI I its pro- 
per eſteem. Of his goodneſs, in carrying on the work 
of grace, amidſt ſo much inſirmity, and ſo many cor- 
ruptions ; and in crowning, with conſummate happi- 
neſs, ſuch frail undeſerving creatures.—Of his power, 
in extracting a variety of benefits even from 

Ther. Benefits, Aſpaſis /—Can any thing beneficial 
proceed from an evil, which, according to your own 
repreſentation, is ſo incorrigibly malignant ? 

Aſp. It will tend to make us lowly in our own eyes. 

hen we remember, that by nature we are altogether 
become abominable 3 that the remains of natural de- 
pravity {till adhere to our minds; how muſt ſuch a 
view of ourſelves cover us with ſhame, and lay us 
low in abaſement | Leſs than the leaſt of all thy mercies &, 
will be the language of ſuch a one's very ſoul. 

It will difpote us to compaſſionate others. How can 
we take a brother by the throat, and require faultleſs 
perfection in his behaviour, when we ourſelves in ma- 
ny things offend, in all things fall ſhort? Every ſuch 
conſideration rebukes, what I may call ſpiritual un- 
mercifulneſs; it pleads for tenderneſs and forbearance 
to our fellow-creatures; is a monitor within, and 
whiſpers that affecting remonſtrance, Ought/t not thou 
to have compaſſion upon thy fellow-ſervant, ſince thy almig h- 
ty LORD hath ſuch renewed, ſuch unwearied p!ty 
on thee f? 

It will teach us to admire the riches of grace. Shall 
fallen creatures, that are taken from the very dung- 
hills of fin, and reſcued from a hell of inward miquity, 
—ſhall they, notwithſtanding their deplorable depra- 
vity, and innumerable deficiencies, —ſhall they be ad- 
mitted into the boſom of eternal love? they be exalted 
to the thrones of glory, and numbered with the prin- 
ces of heaven? This is grace, tranſcendently rich, 
and divincly free indeed! 

Will it not reconcile us to the approach of death? 
This, methinks, like wormwood on the nipple, or 
gall in the cup, mult tend to wean us from the world. 

low can we be enamoured with ſuch a land of dark- 
neſs, and ſuch a vale of tears? Or why ſhould we 
covet, when Providence gives the hgnal for our de- 
parture, to prolong our abode in theſe territories of 
diſorder *—Surely this muſt incline us to leave them, 
every day, more and more in our affections ; and at 
laſt, to leave them, without any reluctance, by final 
diſſolution; leave them, for that better country, where 
our perſonal righteouſneſs will no longer be defective, 
like the waning moon ; but ſhine forth with conſum- 
mate luſtre, like the meridian ſun, in the kingdom of 
our FATHER. | 

It will endear the bleſſed FESU & in every capacity 
as the ſtings of the fiery flying ſerpents, and the dearth 
of the waſte howlihg wilderneſs, endeared to the I/ 
raelites both their miraculous antidote, and their bread 
from heaven.—They who believe this truth, muſt ſee 
their inexpreſſible and inceſſant need of CHRIST's 
Spirit. The proteſtation of Moſes, on a particular oc- 
caſion, will be the daily, the hourly breathing of their 
fouls; Carry us not up hence, unleſs thy preſence, thy 
SPIRIT go with us 4 For without this aid, we can 
diſcharge no duty aright, nor ſucceſsfully reſiſt any 
temptation.— They will be exceedingly cautious, not 
to 12 that ſacred gueſt, leſt he depart from them, 
an 


abandon them to the power of their lurking cor- . 


Tuptions : knowing, that if he abandon them, when 
ſuch foes are within, and ſo many ſnares without, 
their caſe will be worſe than Samſon's, when his locks 
were ſhaven, and the Philiſtines all around him. 
How highly will ſuch perſons value the blood of the 
covenant, and the interceſſion of their great HI G H 
PRIES T!—They will no more preſume to enter in- 


g * Gen. xxxii. 10. 
"TY p L Exod. XXXli11, 15. 


+ Matth xviii, 33. 
0 Eph. iv. 30. | 


"IP oe, 


e 
to the preſence of the moſt high G 


th OD, without 3 
ſiducial reliance upon the atoning and interceding 8 4. 


VIOUR; than the ſons of Jacob would have ven- 
tured to appear before the viceroy of IHgyyt, without 


the company of their younger brother *. In all * 
all their intercourſe with heaven, the great PRO PI. 
TIATION will be their plea, and the great A . 
VOCATYE their confidence. — The impotent man 
waited at the pool of Betheſda, and the Syrian gene- 
ral dipped ſeven times in Fordan. Theſe perſons will 
not only wait, but /ive by the fountain opened for ſin 
and uncleanneſs f. They will waſh in the ſacred fanc. 
tifying ſtream, not ſeven times only, but ſeventy times 
ſeven. 

And when ſuch ſentiments poſſeſs the mind, how 
dear | O how dear and deſirable will our LORD's ge. 
dtionce be I called ſometime ago, our own works 
worm-eaten things; and muſt not theſe corruptions, if 
they remain ever ſo little in the heart, tarniſh our 
graces, and debaſe our duties? Muſt they not be de. 
pretiatory to all our accompliſhments ; and too much 
like corroding vermin, in the fubſtance of our timber 
or at the core of our fruits? Should we not then re. 
nounce, utterly renounce theſe tarniſhed, worm-eat. 
en things? and rely, wholly rely, for everlaſting ac- 
ceptance, on our divine HIGH PRIEST? who, in 
his mediatorial works, as well as in his wonderfy] per- 
ſon, is altogether /ight and perfection } ; and neither in 
him, nor in them, is there any deficiency or any dark. 

neſs at all. 

Excuſe me, Theron; I fear, I have been preaching, 
The importance of the text muſt form my apology, 
It is an introduction, not to the records of hiſtory, or 
the tranſactions of philoſophy, but to the riches of 
CHRIST. 

Ther. If my Aſpaſio has been preaching, J can af- 
ſure him for his comfort, that his audience has bcen 
very attentive ; and though the ſermon was ſomewhat 
copious, the hearer neither ſlept nor gaped.—How- 
ever, I ſhould be glad to have the whole reviewed, 
and ſummed up; that, if it has been large as the py- 
ramid, it may, like the pyramid, terminate in a point. 

Aſp. This then is the ſtate of our nature.—The i- 
mage of the CREATOR is loſt ; blindneſs is in the 
underſtanding z diforder in all the affections.—In the 
will, enmity againſt G O D, the ſovereign good ; ina- 
bilit y to all that is ſpiritual and heavenly ; with a pro- 
pelt to whatever is ſordid and earthly. —The whole 
ſoul is deformed, diſtempered, rebellious.—And ſhall 
ſuch a creature lay claim to thoſe amiable and ſacred 
endowments, which may be a proper recommendation to 
infinite holineſs Is ſuch a creature qualified to per- 
form thoſe righteous acts, which may approve them- 
ſelves to the demand of GO D's hw, and to the in- 
Hexibility of his juſtice? 

Should he conceive the vain hope, or make the vain- 
er attempt, I would now addreſs him, as Fehoa/h for- 
merly anſwered Amaziah.— Amaziah king of Judah, 
elated with the little victories he had obtained over 
the Edomites, began tofancy himſelf invincible. Prompt- 
ed by this fooliſh imagination, he challenges Fehoaſþ 
king of Iſrael, to meet him in a pitched battle; and 


Gen. xlili. 5. + Zech. xiit. 1. 

t Light and perfection This is the meaning of that myſterious 
ornament, which, in the grand officiating robes of the Jeuiſb 
high prieſt, was annexed to the breaſt-plate, and ſtyled Urm 
and Thummim. Only the Hebrew words are in the plural 
number, anddenote every degree of illumination, and all kinds 
of perfection. Does not this very ſignificantly teach finncrs, 
whence to ſeek their wiſdom, and where to look for their per- 
fection? There never was, in all ages, more than one Urm 
and Thummim ; and only one perſon, in each generation, Was 
appointed to wear it. And who is there, in all worlds, that 
can give us heavenly knowledge, but the SPIRIT of CHRIST ? 
What is there, in ourſelves or all ercatures, that can preſent us 


unblameable before G OD, but the obedience of CHRIST : 
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#44 this ironical apologue, by way 6f reply; 
_—_— for gallantry of irie and delicacy of wit, 
* poignaucy of ſatire and propriety of application, 
has ſeldom been equalled, perhaps never exceeded :— 
# The thi/tte that was in Lebanon, ſent to the cedar that 
was in Lebanon, ſaying, Give thy daughter to my ſon to 
wiſe : and there paſſed by a wild beaſt that was in Leba- 
* > Kings xiv. 9; 
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non; und trod down the thiſtle. What are we,—when 
we offer to eſtabliſh our own righteouſneſs, or preſume 
to juſtify ourſelves before the moſt high G OD, but 
deſpicable thiſtles, that fancy themſelves ſtately cedars ? 
And is not every temptation; is not each corruption, 
a wild beaſt of the deſert, which will trample on the 
impotent boaſter, and tread his haughty pretenſions 
in the duſt ? 
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Sp ASIO was employed in preparing for his 
journey. Theron, free from buſineſs, and diſen- 

iwed from company, had the greateſt part of the 
day to himſelf. Which he ſpent, in reviewing the 
ſubſtance of their late conferences; not without in- 
termingled aſpirations to G O D, for the guidance of 
his divine SPIRIT. „ 
At evening, he went, like the patriarch of old, in- 
t; the field to meditate &; amidſt the calm of nature, to 
meditate on the * of the r ſky was pe- 
culiarly beautiful, and perfectly clear; only where the 
fine indigo received an agreeable heightening, by a few 
thin and ſcattered clouds; which imbibed the ſolar 
rays, and looked like penſile fleeces of pureſt weol.- - 
All things appeared with ſo mild, ſo majeſtic, ſo charm- 
ing an aſpect, that, intent as he was upon a different 


ſubject, he could not but indulge the following ſo- 
liloquy. | 
1 3 delightful are the ſcenes of rural nature 


« eſpecially, to the philo/ophic eye, and contemplative 


« mind.—I cannot wonder that perſons in high life 


« are ſo fond of retiring from a conſpicuous and ex- 
« alted ſtation, to the covert of a ſhady grove; or the 
margin of a cooling ſtream ; are ſo deſirous of quit- 
« ting the ſmoky town, and noiſy ſtreet, in order to 
„ hreathe purer air, and ſurvey the wonders of crea- 
tion, in the ſilent, the ſerene, the peaceful villa. 
„is true, in the country, there are none of the 
“ modiſh, I had almoſt ſaid, meretricious ornaments 
„of that falſe politeneſs, which refines people out of 
« their veracity : but an eaſy ſimplicity of manners, 
« with an unaffected ſincerity of mind.—Here the ſo- 
« lemn farce of ceremony is ſeldom brought into play, 
« and the pleaſing deluſions of compliinent have no 
place. But the brow is the real index of the tem- 
„per, and ſpeech the genuine interpreter of the heart. 
« In the country, I acknowledge, we are ſeldom 
invited to ſee the mimic attempts of human art. 
„ But we, every where, behold the grand and maſter- 
„ly exertions of divine power.—No theatre erects its 
% narrow ſtage, ſurrounds it with puny rows of a- 
ſcending feats, or adorns it with a ſhifting ſeries of 
gorgeous ſcenery. our Fo! cxtend their ample 
„area; at firſt, lightly clad with a ſcarf of ſpringing 
“green; then, deeply planted with an arrangement 
« of ſpindling ſtalks; as a few more weeks advance, 
“covered with a profuſion of bearded or huſky grain; 
« at laſt, richly laden with a harveſt of yellow plenty. 
« Meadows diſcloſe their beautiful boſom ; yield a 
« ſoft and fertile lap for the luxuriant herbage ; and 
* ſuckle myriads of the faireſt, gayeſt flowers: which, 
* without any vain oſtentation, or expenſive finery, 
* outvie each other in all the elegance of dreſs. — 
“ Groves of various leaf; arrayed in freſheſt verdure, 
and liberal of their reviving ſhade ; riſe, in amiable, 
in noble proſpect, all around. —Dreves of ſturdy 
* oxen, ſtrong for labour, or fat for the ſhambles; 
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« herds of ſleeky kine, with milk in their udders, and 
“ violets in their noſtrils; och of well - fleeced ſheep, 
& with their ſnowy lambkins, friſking at their ſide; 
„ theſe compoſe the living machinery. — Boundleſs 
« tracts of bending azure, varniſhed with inimitable 
« gehcacy, and hung with ſtarry lamps, or irradiated 
& with ſolar luſtre, form the ſtately ceiling. While 
« the early breezes, and the evening gales; charg 

« with no unwholeſome vapours, breeding no peſti- 
&« lential taint ; but fanning the humid buds, and 
« waving their odoriferous wings; diſpenſe a thou- 
e ſand e te, mingled with the moſt ſovereign ſup- 
« ports of health.—And 1s not this ſchool of induſtry; 
« this magazine of plenty, incomparably more delight- 
& ful, as well as infinitely % dangerous, than thoſe _ 
« gaudy temples of profuſeneſs and debauchery, where 
& 1in and ruin wear the maſk of pleaſure? where Be- 
„ ial is daily or nightly worſhipped with, what his 
6 Lern call, modiſh recreation, and genteel amuſe- 
„„ Wt df 1 
Here indeed is no tuneful voice, to melt in ſtrains 
of amorous anguiſh, and transfuſe the ſickening 
„ fondneſs to the hearer's breaſt. No ſkilful artiſt, 
* to inform the /ute with mulical inchantment; to 
5 ſtrike infectious melody from the viol; and ſooth 
« away the reſolution and activity of virtue, in wan- 
ton defires, or voluptuous indolence. But the plains 
„ bleat; the mountains low ; and the hollow circling 
« rocks echo with the univerſal ſong. Every valle 
« remurmurs to the fall of filver fountains, or the li- 
* quid lapſe of gurgling rills.—B:rds, muſicians ever 
„ beauteous, ever gay, perched on a thouſand boughs, 
“ play a thouſand ſprightly and harmonious airs. 

« Charmed therefore with the fineſt views, lulled 
& with the ſofteſt ſounds, and treated with the richeſt 
* odours, what can be wanting to complete the de- 
„ light? Here is every entertainment for the eye; the 
* moſt refined gratifications for the ear; and 1 
* banquet for the ſmell; without any inſidious decoy, 
for the integrity of our conduct, or even for the 
« purity of our fancy. 2 | | 

« O ye blooming walks, and flowery lawhs, ſur- 
“ rounded with dewy landſcapes! how often have pa- 
e triots and heroes laid aſide the burden of power, and 
« ſtole away from the glare of grandeur, to enjoy 
« themſelves * in your compoſed retreats |—Ye moſſy 
«© couches, and fragrant bowers, ſkirted with 2 
« caſcades! how many :/lu/trrous perſonages, after 
« their glorious toil for the public good, . ſought 
« an honourable and welcome repoſe in your downy 
« lap #?—Ye venerable oaks, and ſolemn groves ; 


8 —— — Mihi me reddentis agelli, 
ſays Horace of his little country-ſeat, Edad bo 
+ Virgil was ſo ſmitten with the amiableneſs of theſe ſcenes, 
that he aſſigns them as an habitation for happy ſpirits, in the 
regions of Elyſium. FOR F 
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« woods, that whiſper to the quivering galc; chfts 
© that overhang the darkened flood; who can num- 
eber the /ages and faints, that have devoted the day 
6 to ſtudy, or reſigned a vacant hour ta healthy exer- 
e ciſe, beneath your ſilvan porticoes, and waving 
« arches? that, far from the dull impertinence of 
e man, have liſtened to the inſtructive voice of GOD; 
4 and contemplated the works of his adorable hand, 
e amidſt your moſs- grown cells, and rocky ſhades.— 
«© How inelegant, or how 1 is the mind, which has 
* no awakened lively reliſh for theſe ſweet receſles, 
4 and their exquilite beauties !” 

But whither am I carried? Is not this rural enthu-+ 
fiaſm? I find myſelf talking to trees; and forget the 

momentous queſtion, which waits for our decilion. 
Here then let my rhapſady ceaſe, and my inquiry 

roceed, Does it betray a want of true delicacy, to 
be inſenſible of nature's charms? My A/pafio thinks, 
it argues as wrang a taſte in practical divinity, not to 
acquieſce in the imputed righteouſneſs of JESUS 
CHRIST. To this dactrine I have been always ex- 
tremely averſe, I ſet myſelf to oppoſe it with objec- 
tions, drawn from the reaſon of pe and from va- 
rious paſſages of ſcripture. To all which my friend re- 
plied. And though. 1 was ſcarcely convinced, yet J 
was ſilenced by his anſwers. ; 

I pleaded far the ſufficiency of our ſincere obedience ; 
eſpecially, when accompanied with repentance, and re- 
commended by the merits of CHRIST.— Neither 
was this attempt ſucceſsful. His arguments, ſome- 
what like the flaming ſword, planted at the entrance 
of paradiſe, turned every way *, and precluded all ac- 
ceſs to life an the foot of our own duty, 

At length, Aſpaſis quitted the defenſive, and attack- 
ed me in his turn. He explained the precepts, and 
enforced the threatenings, of the divine law. So ex- 
ac? its tenor! that it demands a perfect and perſevering 
conformity to every injunction.— Sa exten/rve its au- 
thority ! that it reaches the inmaſt thoughts; and re- 
quires obedience, not barely in the actions of the life, 
but the very intentions of the heart. So znexorable its 
ſeverity! that it condemns every the ſmalleſt offence, 
and curſes every the leaſt offender, 

This remonſtrance had ſome of the terror, and al- 
moſt all the effect, of a maſked battery. It was quite 
unexpected, and alarmed me conſiderably.— To puſh 
his advantage, he enlarged upon the infinite purity of 
GON: A GOD glorious in holineſs ; who cannat 
look upon evil, with any connivance, ar without the ut- 
molt abhorrence; before whom the very heavens are 
unclean, and wha will in no wiſe clear the guilty. 

To complete his victory, he played aff the doctrine 
of original guilt, and original depravity :> That, be- 
ſides the imputation of Adam's apoſtaſy, beſides the 
commiſſion of numberleſs iniquities, we were born in 
ſin are, by nature, enmity againſt G Q D ;—in all 
our faculties corrupt ;-—in every imagination evil; 
and, even when renewed f by grace, are ſtill, ſtill 
tainted with ſame baſe remains of the old leproſy. 
Alfter all, he bid me conſider, — what fruits muſt 
ſpring from ſuch a nature! — how they muſt appear, 


* Gen, ili. 24. 

1 Even when renewed—PFor a diſplay of this important truth, 
and a remedy * this ſtubborn evil, let me reter the reader 
to a little treatite publiſhed by Dr d wen, and entitled, Tbe na- 

ture, power, deceit, and prevalency of the remainders of indwelling 
fin in believers. — The author's pen is indeed a diſſecting knife, 

oes deep into his ſubject, and lays open this plague of the 
| ey Like a workman that need not be aſhamed, he de- 


monſtrates his point frdm the unerving word of G0, and 
the acknowledged experience of Chriſtians. Like a compaſſion- 
ate as well as able phyſician, he all along preſcribes the proper 
antidote ; nay, he ſhews how the poiſon may be ſo over - ruled 
by divine grace, and ſo managed by the watchful patient, as to 
become medicinal, ſalutary, and conducive to the moſt benefi - 
cial purpoſes, - 8 


* 


when compared with ſuch a late? — what the: 
deſerve, when tried amb ſuch a G OD 7 mk 
muſt confeſs, are very weighty and ſtartlin queric 
If theſe repreſentations arc true, the face of wman S 
fairs carries a moſt gloomy aſpect. Or rather, a moſt 
dreadful ſtorm is hanging over the children of men. 
Aſpajio urges me to fly, without any delay, to the co- 
vert of CHRIS T's meritorious obedience. This he 
ſays, was wrought out in my name, and in m ſtead: 
this will be admitted, both at the throne of grace, 
and the bar of judgment, as my juſtifying righteouf. 
neſs. ; | | 

This, he adds, opens a way, on G O D's part, for 
the largeſt emanations and moſt honourable exerciſe 
of mercy. On man's part, it founds a title to pardon 
to lite and every ſpiritual bleſſing. —This doctrine, 
eſpecially in ſuch a connection, begins to put on a * 
recommending appearance. My prejudices are really 
wearing away. I am almoſt a convert. | 

Aſpafio overheard the cloſe of theſe reflections. Un- 
willing to interrupt his friend in ſo ſerious an inquiry 
and deſirous to obſerve the iſſue of fo intereſting a 4 
bate, he had hitherto concealed himſelf. But think. 
ng this a favourable minute, he ſtepped forward, and 

ud, | 

Aſp. Almeſ}! and why not altogether a convert 
What ſhould hinder my ; he T, bs from ſubmitüng 
to fo rational a ſcheme, with the moſt entire acqui- 
elcence? What ſhould hinder him from embracing ſo 
comfortable a doctrine with the utmoſt complacency ? 
Mer, . e N both with haud and heart 

at divine decree! Their righteouſneſs 1s of me, ſaith t/ 
LORD. gan node for min, 

Ther. It, by this doctrine, the claims of the law are 
anſwered, if the of G OD are glorified, 
—if the intereſts of morality are ſecured, —I muſt ac- 
knowledge, it will be more worthy of acceptance, than 
could once have imagined. ; 

Aſp. And if all theſe paints are not gained, gained 
too in the moſt eminent manner, I ſolemnly declare, 
that I will never plead for imputed righteouſneſs more, 
But the claims of the law are all anſwered. —For there 
is nothing in its ſacred injunctions, which CHRIST 
did not — and nothing in its awful threatenings, 
which CHAN IST did not ſuſtain. He fulfilled all its 
precepts, by an unſpotted purity of heart, and the 
moſt perfect integrity of life, He exhauſted its whole 
curſe, when he hung upon the croſs, abandoned by 
his FATHER, and a bleeding victim for the fins of 
his people, — Chis obedience brings higher honour to 
the divine law, than it could have received from the 
uninterrupted duty of Adam, and all his poſterity, in 
all their generations, | | 

The perfection, of G O D, which were diſhonoured 
by aur rebellion, are glorified. —He appears, by this 
methad of juſtification, inconceivably rich in ſhewing 
mercy; yet ſteady, inflexibly ſteady, in executing ven- 

eance. The ſceptre of grace, and the . of juſtice, 

ave each its due exerciſe, each its full ſcope. The 
holineſs of the divine nature, and the dignity of the 
divine government, are not only maintained, but moſt 
magnificently diſplayed. Indeed, it is the peculiar 
excellence of this wonderful expedient, that it renders 
all the divine attributes ſupremely venerable, and ſu- 
premely amiable. ' 

Ther. But are the intereſts of morality ſecured ? This 
is what I am ftrongly inclined to doubt. And, to ſay 
the truth, this is now my principal objection to your 
ſcheme. _ 

Aſp. I ſhall never blame my friend, for being vig!- 
lant and jealous over the intereſts of morality. I our 
doctrine had a malignant aſpect 'on true morality, I 


would give my voice againft it, and uf. all my endea- 


rn 
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| reſs it, —But it is formed with eve 
P. N the utmoſt dread of fin, and Ae 
d wich the warmeſt ſenſe of our C REA T O R's love; 
ad is nat that the ſtrongeſt barrier againſt the in- 

toachments of vice? Is not this the ſweeteſt induce- 
2 to the practice of virtue 4 : : 

1 am glad to find, that a jealouſy for the intereſts 
of morality, is the chief obſtacle in the way of your 
zent; becauſe, I am perſuaded, it is much of the 
lame nature With thoſe forbidding and miſtaken ap- 
prchenſions, which our anceſtors entertained, con- 
Corning the ocean. They looked upon it as an unſur- 
mountable obltruction to univeyſal ociety. Whereas 
it is, in fact, tlie very cement of ſociety; the only 
means of accompliſhing a general intercourſe; and the 
great highway to all the nations af the earth, What 
” here aftirmed, may, an ſome future occaſion, be 
proved.—At preſent, let me deſire you to imagine, 
rather, may the bleſſed SPIRIT enable you to be- 
lieve, that your fins are exprated, through the death 
of FESUS CHRIST: That a righteouſneſs is given 
you, by virtue af which, yau may have have free and 
welcome acceſs to GOD; the merit af which you 
may plead, for obtaining all the bleſſings of time and 
eternity. Then let me atk, Will this alienate your af- 
fections from your almighty BENEFACTOR? Will 
this irritate evil concupiſcence, or ſend you to carnal 

ratifications in queſt of happineſs ? Quite the reverſe. 
When this faith 1s 2 in your heart, nothing 
will be ſq powerful to produce holy love, and willing 
obedience ; to exalt your deſires, and enable you to 
overcome the world. 

What ſays the apoſtle? I through the law am dead to 
the law . Being made to underſtand its ſpirituality 
and perfection, I have no longer any hope of juſtifi- 
cation from my own conformity ta its precepts. —Did 
this prompt him, did this embolden him, to neglect or 
violate his duty? Hear the facred writer's own decla- 
ration. I am releaſed from the rigour and bondage of 
the law; I am directed to CHRIST for righteouſneſs 
and ſalvation; that I may live untaG OD: that my 
whole life may be devoted to us honour, who has 
brought me inta a ſtate fo delightful, into a liberty fo 

lorious. | 
F Ther. This liberty, I am afraid, will be of very lit- 
tle ſervice to the licentious and gay world. 

Aſp. t ſhall be in no pain even for the gay world, if 
once they cordially receive this grace, and are ex 
influenced by this doctrine: which, far from diſſol- 
ving the leaſt obligation to obedience, or weakening 
any one principle of piety, adds to every other motive, 
the endearing engagements of gratitude, and the win- 
ning perſuaſives af love. a 

Nay, I verily believe, that multitudes in the gay 


and licentigus world, are held faſt in the fatal ſnare, by 


their ignorance of this ſweet, alluring, conſolator: 
truth. They find themſelves deeply obnoxious to di- 
vine juſtice, and feel themſelves ſtrongly bound with 
the £0 of ſenſuality. They think, it is impoſſible 
to clear the enormous ſcore of their guilt ; impoſſible 
to deliver themſelves from the confirmed daminion of 
lin. Therefore, like de/þerate debtors, they ſtifle 
ſerious thought; leſt a conſciouſneſs of their long ar- 
rears, and a proſpect of the dreadful reckoning, ſhould 
torment them before the tine . a 

But if they were informed, that the infinitely-mer- 
cifal SON of GOD has undertaken to redeem ſuch 
undone and helpleſs ſinners ;—that he has thoroughly 
ex piated the moſt horrid tranſgreſſions, and procured 
even for ungodly wretches, all the needful fupphes of 
l d grace z— that, inſtead of being prohibit- 
ed, they are invited ta partake, freely to partake, of 
| theſe unſpeakable bleſſings ; were they acquainted 
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with theſe glad tidings of the goſpel, ſurely they would 
burſt their chains, and ſpring to liberty. Theſe truths 
if once revealed in their hearts, would, of all conſi- 
derations, be moſt efſectual to make them free *. 

What ſhall I ſay more, to obtain my Theron's appro- 
bation ? Shall I point out and plead the moſt illuſtrious 
precedents ? OD the FA 3 HER is well pleaſed 
with this righteouſneſs of our REDEEMER, He 
expreſſes his complacency by the moſt emphatical 
words: Behold my ſervant, whom I upheld ; mane elect; 
in whom my ſoul delighteth t. In CHRIST and his 
righteouſneſs, GO is not only pleaſed but delighted : 
his vexy ſoul, every perfection of the GODHEAD, 
with ineffable ſatisfaction, reſts and acquieſces in them. 


—1 _ 9 oe he has l this, in a cg 
ner ſuperior to e energy of lan e, by raiſin 
our cruciſied SURETY Sa the = 2 ep 
him to the heaven of heavens, and placing him 4 
his own right hand in glory. 67% 3 

Our LORD FESUS CHRIST is well pleaſed; 
He eſteems it his honour to ſhine forth as the everlaſt- 
ing righteouſneſs of his people. It is the brighteſt 
jewel of his mediatorial crown. In this he /ces of the 
travail of his ſoul, and e accounting himſelt 
fully recompenſed, for all the labours of his life, and 
all the ſorrows of his death, when ſinners are waſhed 
from their guilt in his blood, and preſented faultleſs 
by his obedience. el © 4 

The HOLY SPIRIT is equally pleaſed with this 
great tranſaction, and its noble effects. It is his pe- 
culiar office, and favourite employ, to convince the 
world of their SAVIOU R's righteouſneſs : not only 
that his nature was ſpotleſsly pure, and his converſa- 
tion perfectly holy; but that from both reſults a righ- 
teouſneſs, of inſinite dignity, and everlaſting efficacy; 
ſufficient, throughout all ages ſufficient, for the ac- 
ceptance and ſalvation of the moſt unworthy crea- 
tures, | 

Since then this method of acceptance and falvation 
is excellent and gloriaus, in the eyes of the adorable 
TRINITY; fünce it magnifies the law, and yields 
the molt exalted honour to its divine AUTHOR; 
—lſince it makes ample proviſion for the holineſs of 2 
corrupt, and the happineſs of. a ruined world ;—why 
ſhould my friend any longer dillike it, oppoſe it, or 
treat it with a cold inditference? Surely, all theſe 
grand recommendations, are enough to over-rule any 
little objections, which may ariſe trom the fuſpicions 
1 3 or may de ſtarted by the artifices of ſo- 

iſtry, N 
5 Ther I know not how it is, 4/pafip but I cannat 
reconcile myſelf to this doctrine of imputed righteouſ- 
neſs, notwithſtanding all the pains you have taken to 
make me a convert. 5 | 

Aſp. The ws! av, is mine, but the loſs is 
yours, Theron.—However, let me entreat you, not to 
reject my ſentiments abſolutely, nor ta condemn them 
prematurely. Suppoſe it- poſſible at leaſt, that they 
may be true; and weigh them in an even balance. —- 
Learn wiſdom from your 27 folly. I was once 
exactly in your ſituation; ſaw things in your light, 
and through your medium. | N 
Converting, I well remember, with a devout. but 
lain perſon, our diſcourſe happened to turn upon 
hat ſolemn admonition; F any man will come after 
ME, ket bim deny himfelf 1. I was haran or 
the import and extent of the duty; ſhewing, that 
merely to forbear the infamous action, is little. We 
muſt deny admittance, deny entertainment at Jeaſt, to 
the evil imagination; and quench even the enkindling 
ſpark of irregular defire—Whes I bad bot a rundem 
bolt, my honeſt friend replicd, © There is another in- 


e ſtance of ſelf-denial, to which this injundtion en- 
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. « terids, and which is of very great moment in the 
« Chriſtian religion. I mean, the inſtance of renoun- 
« cing our own ſtrength, and our own righteouſnels; 
„ not leaning on that for holineſs ; nor relying on 
« this for juſtification.” thought the old man, 1 
muſt confels, little better than a ſuperſtitious dotard ; 


and wondered at (what I then fancied) the motley 


mixture of piety and oddity in his notions. But now 
I diſcern ſenſe, ſolidity, and truth in his obſervation *. 
Now I perceive; that we ourſelves are often the dream- 
ers, when we imagine others to be faſt aſleep. 
' Ther. I ſhall not forget your caution, and will en- 
deavour to avoid the rock, on which my Aſpaſio ſtruck ; 
but happily, it ſeems, eſcaped ſhipwreck. —You may 
likewiſe ee yourſelf, that, upon a ſubject of ex- 
ceeding great and eternal conſequence, I ſhall not fail 
to uſe the moſt attentive and impartial conſideration. 
An indolent ſupineneſs, or a bigotted obſtinacy, in this 
great criſis of affairs, would be of all errors the moſt 
incxcuſable, and muſt prove of all miſcarriages the 
moſt fatal. 50 
Af. But ſtill you cannot reconcile yourſelf, —And no 
wonder. For this way of falvation runs directly 
counter to the ſtream of corrupt nature. It puzzles 
our reaſon, and offends our pride. What? ſhall we, 
not work, but believe unto righteouſneſs f? Shall we 
receive all freely, and reckon ourſelves no better than 
unprofitable ſervants ? This is a method, to which we 
ſhould never ſubmit; this is a propoſal, which we 
ſhould always ſpurn ; were not our ſentiments rectified, 
and our hearts new moulded, by ſovereign grace. 
Let me remind you of a little incident, which you 
muſt have read in the Grecian hiſtory. A certain 
ſtranger came, one day, to dine with ſome Lacedæmo- 
nian. They, you know, always fat down at a pu- 
blic table, and were content with the plaineſt food. 
The gentleman, accuſtomed to higher eating, could 
not forbear expreſſing his diſguſt at the homely provi- 
fion.— Sir, ſaid the cook, you don't make ule of the 
fauce.—What do you mean? replied the gueſt You 
don't uſe hard exerciſe; nor habituate yourſelf to long 
abſtinence ; nor bring a ſharpened appetite to the 
meal.—And you, my dear friend, I am apprehenſive, 
have not the ſauce ; have not the proper preparative 
for this ſalutary doctrine; which is indeed the bread 
of life, and the very marrow of the goſpel. 
Ther. What preparative ? 
| 4/þ- A ſenſe of your great depravity, your extreme 
ilt, and your utterly-undone condition. While de- 
itute of theſe convictions, our ſouls will be like the 
full ch, that hoaths even the honeycomb.—So long 
as theſe convictions are light, and hover only in the 
imagination; we ſhall. be like Gallo | liſtleſs, indif- 


Milton thought the ſame, otherwiſe he would never have 
put thoſe words into the mouth of a divine ſpeaker. 


— Thy merit 

. Imputed ſhall abſolve them, who renounce 2 
Their un, both righteous and unrighteous, deeds ; 
And live in thee tranſplanted, and from thee 


| | | Book III. 290. 
+ Rom. x. 10. 8 


Receive new life. 

+ As xviii. 17. A late commentator, of diſtinguiſhed emi- 
nene, has attempted to vindicate Gallio's conduct; and would 
repreſent it as an amiable inſtance of prudence and moderation. 

According to my apprehenſion, this Reman governor acted 
a part both irreligious and. unjuſt.—Irreligious, becauſe he re- 
fuſed to hear the apoſtle's defence; which was the moſt likely 
means of his converſion and ſalvation. As one great end, 
why providence permitted the preachers of the goſpel to be 
brought before rulers and kings, was, that ſuch an incident might 
ſerve uc u) «vie, Matth. x. 18. for a teftimony (not againſt, 
but) to them: that even the potentates of the earth, prejudiced 

and ſupercilious as they were, might hereby have an opportunity 
of hearing the Chriſtian doctrine, and ſeeing its efficacy on the 
. pirits of men.—-Unjuft, becauſe he permitted Softhenes, then 
an innocent 22 afterwards a diſciple of CHRIST, (1 Cor. 
i, 1.) to be ſo illegally treated, and outrageouſly abuſed, with- 


ferent, and caring for none of theſe things —But wh. 
they are deep, and penetrate the heart, then the x; Ty 
teouſneſs of a REDEEMER will be {weet, tafict ul 
and inviting ; as myrrh and frankincenſe to the {mic 
as milk and honey to the palate, as gold and treaſur - 
to the ruined bankrupt. * 
Ther. What method would you adviſe me to uſe. ; 
order to get theſe convictions impreſſed on my None] 
Aſp. Endeavour to underitand G O D?s holy law 
Conſider, how pure, how extenſive, how ſublimel 


erfect it is. Ihen judge of your ſpiritual 

— the fattering fegen of ſclf love, po | "<9 
the defective examples 1 fellow · creatures, but b 
this wnerring ſtandard of the ſanctuary. Above al 
beſeech the GOD and FATHER of our LO RD 7 1. 
SUS CHRIST. to fend his enlightening 8 P! RIT 
into your foul. For indeed, without the enlighten. 
ing influences of the SPIRIT, we may have the (lis 
vine law in our hand; we may comprehend its gram. 
matical meaning; yet be like blind Bartimeus under the 
meridian ſun, Itis the blefled SPIRIT alone, who 
can rend the veil of ignorance from our minds; and 
ſhew us, either “ the wonderful things of G() D's 
« law,” or the glorious myiterics of Ris goſpel. In 
this ſenſe, our polite poet * ſpeaks a truth, as ſingys 
larly important, as it is elegantly exprefled ; 

He from thick films ſhall purge the viſual ray, 

And on the fightleſs eye-ball pour the day, 


Will you give me leave to propoſe another expedi. 
ent? which, I believe, may be conſiderably ſerviceable 
in this particular caſe ; which, I am aſſured, will be 
greatly advantageous in many other reſpects, | 
| Ther. Backward as I am to adopt your dodrine, l 
am no enemy to my own intereſt ; therefore ſhall not 
only give you leave to propoſe, but give you thanks 
for communicating, ſo valyable an advice. 

Aſp. It is, in reality, none of mine. It was long 
ago recommended by your old acquaintance Horace j. 
It conſiſts in keeping a. diary, | 

Compile a ſecret hiſtory of your heart and conduct. 
—Take notice of the manner in which your time is 
ſpent, and of the ſtrain which runs through your di/- 
courſe ; how often the former is loſt in trifles, how 
often the latter evaporates in vanity, —Attend to the 
principle from which your actions flow; whether from 
the ſteady habitual love of GOD, or from ſome ram- 


bling impulle, and a cuſtomary propenſity to pleaſe 


yourſelf !—Minute down your ſins of omiffion ; how 


frequently you neglect to glorify your CREATOR, 
to edify your fellow-creatures, and to improve yours 
ſelf in knowledge and holineſs. Obſerve the frame of 
your ſpirit in religious duties. With what reluctance 
they are undertaken, and with what indevation per- 
formed; with how many wanderings of thought, and 


out interpoſing for his reſcue. Here was evidently a breach 
of the peace; a violation of. the laws. Of this therefore the 
civil magiſtrate ought to have taken cogniſance: however he 
might fancy himſelf diſcharged from the obligation of attend- 
ing to the goſpel, or protecting its preachers : however be 
might imagine himſelf authoriſed, to treat divine truths with 
contempt ; and call tbe friving for the faith, a wrangling about 
words and names. "Wo | 
Beſides, if the HOLY SPIRIT intended to fix a mark 
of approbation, rather than a brand of infamy upon the pro- 
conſul's behaviour; I cannot but think, it would have been 
expreſſed in a manner, different from—y vr vue, rw Ta agen. 
Which, if it be the language of applauſe, requires ſome 
more than ordinary ſkill in criticiſm, to underſtand it aright. 
But, if it be the voice of cenſure, it is obvious and intelligible 
to every reader. : 4 


* Mr Pope, in his charming poem ſtyled the Meſſiah. 
+ Alle velut fidis arcana ſodalibus olim 
Credebat libris : neque fi male ceſſerat uſquam 
Decurrens alio, neque ſi bene quo fit, ut omnis 


Votiva pateat veluti deſcripta tabella b | 
Vita fenis. i N | Hor ar. Bat. 


how much dulneſs of deſire, How often, in the com- 
mon affairs of life, you feel the inordinate fallies of 
aſſion, the workings of evil concupiſcence, or tlie 
latruſion of fooliſh Maginations. 
Regiſter thoſe ſecret faults, to which none but your 
own conſcience 1s privy, and which none but the all- 
ſceing eye diſcerns.— Often review theſe intereſting 
memoirs. Frequently contemplate yourſelf in this 
fiithful mirror. An artiſt, ſometime ago, took a /ur- 
vey of your eſtate ; drew the torm, and meaſured the 
tlimen lions, of each incloſure; pictured out every 
hedge, and ſcarce omitted a ſingle tree, which grew 
upon the S thus with your will, your 
underſtanding, your atfeftions. Theſe are your noble 
{ternal demeſne ; of which none but yourſelf can be a 
mpetent ſurveyor. | 
09. E: It is . and prepoſterous, I muſt 
acknowledge, to be minutely exact in meaner matters, 
and uſe no accuracy of inſpection in the moſt momen- 
tous affairs: to have a correct draught of our lands, 
which are a franſent inheritance; and no map of that 
everlaſting poſſeſſion, the ſoul. ; 
4p. Gratify me then, my dear Theron, in this par- 
ticular. As I purpoſe to ſet out very early in the morn- 
ing, I (hill init upon it, that you do not riſe before 
your uſunal time, in order to compliment my depar- 
ture. But l now make it my /a/? with, and my part- 
ing requelt, that you will, tor ſome months at leaſt, 
keep a diary. | 5 | 
You have wondered at my opinion, concerning the 
corruption of our nature, and the inſufficiency of our 
righteouſneſs. This may ſeem ſtrange, this may ap- 
dar ſhocking, to a mind wnacguarnted with itſelf. 
But, when you have ſearched your heart, by this 
obe; when you have felt the pulſe of your ſoul, 
ſelf· examination; then you will be better able to 
judge — my ſentiments, and enter into the reaſons of 
my faith. 
By this means, we ſhall alſo diſcover the fins that 
moſt eaſily befet us ; which moſt frequently elude our 
vigilance, and baffle our reſolution. We ſhall learn, 


how to poſt our guard; when to exerciſe the ſtricteſt 


watch; and where to direct the artillery of prayer.— 
In a word, we ſhall learn, better than from ten thou- 
ſand volumes, to x xow OURSELVES: A knowledge, 
which was ſuppoſed, by the ancient philoſophers, to 
deſcend from heaven *; and which, I believe, our 
Chriſtian divines will allow, has a happy tendency to 
lead people thither : becauſe, of all other preparatives, 
it beſt diſpoſes them for that bleſſed REDEEMER, 
2 is the way, the only way to thoſe bliſsful man- 
ons. 

Now I have mentioned a way, let me ſuppoſe you 
travelling through an unknown country. You come 
to a place, where the road divides itſelf into two 
equally-inviting parts. You are at a loſs, which track 
to purſue, Whoſe direction will you chuſe to follow? 
that man's, who has paſſed through neither of them? 
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that man's; who has paſſed through vne of them only? 
or that man's, who has paſſed and repaſſed them both? 
Jo wait for an anſwer, would be an affront to your 
judgment. Only let me obſerve, that the laſt is your 
Aſpaſia's caſe. He has travelled long, and proceeded 
far, even in your path. All that circumſpection and 
aſſiduity, all that prayer and ſelt-denial, all that faſt- 
ing and alms, and —_ other means of grace could 
a righteouſneſs of his own, 

has been done. But to no purpoſe. He has alſo trod 
every ſtep in the way, which he recommends to his 
beloved friend. He has made the trial; can ſet his 
Probatum eſt, to whatever he adviſes; and may very 
truly ſay, with his divine MASTER, We ſpeak that 
we do know , and teſtify that we have experienced. 

Ther. 1 am forry to obſerve, that the night is co- 
ming on, and our converſation almoſt at.an end. My 
regret is increaſed, by the conſideration of your in- 
tended journey. Though buſineſs obliges you to de- 
part ; it will, I hope, afford you leiſure to write. This 
will be ſome compenſation for the want of your com- 
pany. . 
Yonder ſun is ſinking below the horizon, and juſt 
taking his leave of our earth. To retard the depart- 
ing radiance, at leaſt to alleviate the approaching loſs, 
thoſe weſtern clouds catch the rays ; and reflect them 
to our view, in a moſt amuſing diverſity of colours. 
By this means, we enjoy the great luminary in /:s 
beams, even when His orb is withdrawn from our light. 
An epiſtolary correſpondence has ſomething of the 
ſame nature. Letters may be called the talk of abſent 
friends. By this expedient, they communicate their 
thoughts, even though countries, kingdoms, or ſeas 
intercept their ſpeech. You muſt, therefore, promiſe 
me this ſatisfaction ; and let me converſe with my 
Aſpaſio by the pen, when I can no longer have an in- 
tercourſe with him in perſon. 

Aſp. You have anticipated me, Theron. Otherwiſe, 
what is now my promiſe, would have been my requeſt. 

I cannot but take notice of another particularity in 
that magnificent aſſemblage of clouds. How they va- 
ried their appearance, as the lamp of day changed its 
ſituation.—A little while ago, thoſe curtains of the ſky 
were ſtreaked with orange, or tinged with amber. 
Preſently, they borrowed the bluſh of the roſe, or the 
ſoftened red of the pink. Ere long, they glow with 
vermilion, or deepen into crimſon. Soon ſucceeds 
the purple-tinctured robe of majeſty ; and as ſoon 
(thus tranſient 1s all ſublu andeur!) gives place 
to the N veil of evening, or the gloomy pall of night. 


— Such, I truſt, will be the iſſue of my Theror's pre- 
ſent apprehenſions. All his ſplendid ideas of human 


excellency and ſelf-righteouſneſs will become faint ; 
will loſe their imaginary luſtre ; till, at length, they 
fade away, and darken into abſolute ſelf-abaſement— 
OUSNESS 
will be amiable, will be deſirable, as the beauties of 
the dawn, breaking upon the ſhades of night. 


„John iii. 11, 
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AsPASIO fo THE RON. 


Dear THERON, 


AM now at the ſeat of my worthy friend Ca- 
millus ; where buſineſs and inclination will 

fix me for ſome weeks. — This evening we 
had a moſt pleaſing ramble. I have met 
with nothing ſo agreeable, ſince | left your houſe, and 
loſt your company. 

The time was juſt arrived, and the ſcene was full 

opened, which fornithed our great poet with his fine 
deſcription ; 


Now was the ſun in weſtern cadence low, 
From noon ; and gentle airs, due at their hour, 


To fan the earth now wal d, and uſher in 
The evening cool. 


At this juncture, Camillus invited me to take the 
air. We walked, ſeveral times, along a cloſe ſhady 
alley, arched with the foliage of f/berts, Here, hid 
from every eye, and the whole world withdrawn from 
our view, we ſeejned like monks ſtrolling in their cloy- 
ſters. — Turning ſhort at the end, we enter a parallel 
range of majeſtic and uniformly- ſpreading walnut-trees. 
This tranſition was ſomewhat like advancing, through 
a low porch, into the iſles of a magnificent cathedral. 
The broad leaf, and large trunk of thoſe lordly trees, 
—their very diffuſive 1 added to their prodi- 
gious height, —give them an air of uncommon dignity. 
It ſwells the imagination with vaſt ideas, and entertains 
us with a romantic kind of delight, to expatiate amidſt 
ſuch huge columns, and under ſuch ſuperb elevations, 
of living architecture. ES | 

uitting our cathedral, we turn once again, and 
paſs into a grand colonnade of oats : ſo regular in their 
ſituation, ſo ſimilar in their ſize, and ſo remarkably 
correſpondent in every circumſtance, that they look- 
ed like the twins of nature; not only belonging to 
the ſame family, but produced at the ſame birth. 
Through theſe 15 a walk, ſtrait, ſpacious, and grace- 
fully long; far exceeding the laſt in the extent of its 


area, though much inferior in the ſtatelineſs of its 


ceiling. It put me in mind of that divine benignity, 
which has allowed us fix days, for the proſecution of 
our own comparatively- low affairs; and ſet apart but 
one; for the more immediate attendance on the ſublime 


exerciſes of devotion. 
This walk was covered with the neateſt grave/; and 


not a weed to be ſeen, nor one ſpire of graſs, through 
the whole extended ſurface. It ſtole into a continual 


aſcent ; yet fo very gradually, that the riſe was ſcarce 


diſcernable, either by the ſearching eye, the toiling 
feet, or the panting breath. At the extremity, 2 
handſome ſummerhouſe ſhewed a flight of ſteps, and 
half a Venetian door. The reſt of the building was hid 
by the cluſtering branches. 

As ſoon as we enter the apartment, Camillus throws 
open the left-hand ſaſh ; and, with it, a moſt enlarged 
and amuſive proſpect.— The ſtructure appeared ſituate 
on the brow of a conſiderable eminence : whoſe ſides 
were partly confuſed and wild with broken rocks, 
partly ſhagged and perplexed with thorny ſhrubs, 
The ſpectator is agreeably ſurpriſed, to find himſelf 
acommodated with ſo elegant a manſion, on the ſummit 
of ſo rude and ruinous a ſpot.— But how greatly is his 
ſurpriſe and his ſatisfaction augmented, ED he caſts his 
eye forward; and beholds the beautiful meads, which, 
from the foot of this ragged hill, ſtretch themſelves in- 
to a ſpace almoſt unmeaſureable ! 

Through the midſt of this extenſive vale, which 
was decked with the fineſt verdure, and repleniſhed 
with the richeſt herbage, a 7iver rolled its copious 
flood; rolled in a thouſand ſerpentine meanders, 3s 
though it had loſt its way in the flowery labyrinth, 
or made repeated efforts of flowing back to its ſource. 
Till, at laſt, having wandered more than twice the 
length of the meadows; having held a mirror to the 
aſpiring poplars, and bending willows ; having paid a 
welcome ſalute to ſeveral ornamented villas, and paſ- 
ſed through the arches of two or three curiouſly-pen- 
dent —_— it ſeemed to meet the ſky, and mingle 
with the horizon. | 

Oppoſite to the front-window, a caſcade fell from 
the adjacent ſtream. It flaſhed and foamed along the 
broad ſlope, indented with ſmall pits, and jagged with 
protuberant ſtones. The current, vexed and embar- 
raiſed, ſeemed to rave at the intervening obſtacles; 
and forcing its rapid, indignant, ſonorous way, ſtruck 
the ear with a peal of liquid thunder. Theſe fretful 
waters,—let our angry paſſions obſerve the admoni- 
tion, and follow the example,—ſoon were pacified ; 
ſoon forgot to chide. Collected into a little rivulet, 
they ran off in calm and filent lapſe, till they loſt 
themſelves amongſt beds of ofier, and plantations of 
alder. | ; 

The river, widening as it flowed, was parted here 
and there by ſeveral little iſlands. Some tufted with 
reeds, and the reſort of ſwans. Some adorned with 
ſtately porticoes, and ſplendid alcoves, the graceful re- 
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treats of rural pleaſure. Some furniſhed with green 
embowering Walks, fitted tor {tudious retirement 
and ſedate contemplation. — On either ſide of the 
charming valley, towns and villages lay thick and 
looked gay; adding ornament and variety to the ſcene, 
and receiving innumerable advantages from the paſſing 
wave. 

The whole recalled to an attentive obſerver's mind, 
that amiable and auguſt ſpectacle, which the Syrian & 
ſoothſayer could not behold, without a rapture of de- 
light :— From the top of the rocks I ſee the tribes of] E- 
HOVAH, and, from the hills I behold the habitations 
of his choſen people. How goodly are thy tents, O Ja- 
cob / and thy tabernacles, O Iſrael! As the valleys, are 
they ſpread orth ; as gardens, by the river*s fide ; as trees 
of exquiſite fragrance f, which the LO RD hath plant- 
ed ; as cedars of ſtatelieſt growth, /fouriſhing beſide the 

alters. | 
"We had but juſt looked about us, when a meſſen- 

came for Camillus. As he was called to ſettle ſome 

rivate affairs, I chole to ſtay in this inviting retreat; 

and determined to make myſelf amcnds for the loſs 
of Camillus's company, by beginning a correſpondence 
with my Theron.—We have pen, ink, and paper, in 
all our rural retirements ; that, if any thing is ſtarted 
in diſcourſe, or occurs in meditation, worthy to be 
remembered, it may immcdiately be committed to 
writing. 

I could not but obſerve to my friend, that, fine 
as the proſpect appeared, there was one decoration 
wanting; if {ome grand defcrmity may be called a de- 
coration. The ridges of a bleak and barren moun- 
tain, or the ſkirts ot a fun-burnt tawny heath, would 
give additional livelinaſi to the ornamented parts of the 
landſcape, and make their beauties ſtrike with double 
vigour.— This alſo, by thewing us, what wretched 
abodes and inhoſpitable quarters might have fallen to 
our ſhare, would awaken in our hearts a more fervent 
gratitude to the fupreme DISPOSER of things; 
who has caſt ovr © lot in a fairer ground, and given 
« 45 a more goodly heritage.” 

So, a proper knowledge of the divine law, —of its 
ſublime perfections, and rigorous ſanction, joined 
with a conviction of our own extreme deficiency, 
and manifold trangreflions ;—all this would endear the 
bleſſed FESU S to our affections, and powertully re- 
commend his righteouſneſs to our deſires. — The re- 
mainder of this epiſtle, therefore, ſhall turn upon ſome 
inſtances of duty, injoined in that ſacred ſyſtem. By 
which it may be highly uſetul to examine our con- 
duct, and fift our hearts; in which, I believe, we have 
all fallen ſhort, and are all become guilty ; from which, 
we may learn the imperfection of our beſt ſervices, 
and ſce the inexpreſſible need of a better righteouſneſs 
than our own. 


The knowledge of G ON is the foundation of all 
vital religion, and indeed is the conſummation of hu- 
man happinefs. It is not only matter of preſent duty, 
but the very eſſence of our future bliſs : Thes is life e- 
ternal, to know thee the only true G O D, and FESUS 
CHRIST whom thou haſt ſent }.—Yet, important 
and obligatory as it is, are we not very defective in 


this divine ſcience ? Have we duly acquainted our- 


ſelves with the marvellous excellencies of the LORD 


Numb. xxiii. 7. 

+ Numb. xxiv. 5. 6, It is well known, that the word 
er is uſed in the ſacred writings, to denote either a de- 
ightful perfume, Prov. vii. 17. or that aromatic plant, which 
produces it, Cant. iv. 14.—For which reaſon, I think it very 
juſtifiable, to render the expreſſion, trees of exquiſite Fra- 
grance ; and am perſuaded, it will be far more intelligible to the 
generality of readers, than trees of lign-aloes, 


+ John xvii. 3. 


ro F NE Noe N 251 / 


JEH OV AH? his uncontrollable power, and all- 
comprehending wiſdom; his unbounded goodneſs, 
and unwearied patience ; his immaculate holineſs, and, 
inflexible juſtice ; his never-failing faithfulneſs, and 
inviolable veracity ?—Have we, according to the direc- 
tion of our igſpired tutor, purſued this ſacred ſtudy 
on our knees *; and ſought this moſt noble of all in- 
tellectual endowments, not merely from books, but 
principally at the throne of grace! Have we ſought 
it, like that ancient Jeww/h ſtudent, with an early ap- 
plication, and with inceſſant aſſiduity; even © from 
the flower, till the grape was ripe +?” 

Is that ſcanty ray of knowledge, which perhaps has 
forced itfelf through our original darkneſs, operative 
on our aftechons? Have we loved the LORD our 
G OD with all our heart? This is the firſt and great 
commandment . Have we conſtantly entertained the 
moſt magnificent and honourable thoughts of his 
ſublime perfections ? Is our eſteem for this immenſely- 
great and moſt blefled BEING, high, ſuperlative, 
matchleſs ? ſomewhat like that exprefled by the pfal- 
miſt ; Whom hane I in heaven but thee? and there is 
none upon earth that I defire in compariſon of thee . Have 
we been affectionately concerned for his g/ory, and 
zealous to advance his holy religion ? — * very 
ſenſibly troubled, When our MAK E R's honour has 
been trampled in the duſt, by licentious tongues, or 
flagitious deeds ? | | 

Have we made it our ruling care, to approve the 
whole of our life, and the moſt ſecret tranſactions of 
our breaſt, to his all · ſeeing eye? reſolved, deliberately 
reſolved to ſacrifice, not only our darling luſts, but 
even our molt valuable A whenever they ſtand 
in competition with the good pleaſure of his will? — 
In a word, as the hart panteth after the water-brooks, 


with ſuch vehement and 7nextinguiſhable ardour, have 


we thirſted after a brighter manifeſtation of his di- 
vine attributes, ſome {ſweeter aſſurances of his ſpecial 
love,—and an ever-increaling conformity to his holy 
image? | 
Such was the temper of thoſe excellent men, who 
are characterized in the ſcriptures of truth, as children 
of the HIGHEST, and patterns for our imitation. 
This is their language; The deſire of our ſoul is unto thy 
name, and to the remembrance of thee. With my foul have I 
defired thee in the night ; yea, with my ſpirit within me will 
I ſeek thee early 4. Neither is ſuch warmth of love, and 
fervour of deſire, any ncedle(s or extravagant pitch 
of devotion ; but a reaſonable ſervice, indiſpenfably 
due, from all intelligent creatures, to the great A U- 
THOR of their being ;—in whom all poſſible per- 
fections, with the utmoſt exaltation and dignity, re- 
ſide; from whom all manner of bleſſings, in the moſt 
copious and never-failing communications, flow. 
hen we receive, from an abſent friend, rich and 
2 preſents; caſks of generous wine, or jars of 
delicious fruit; we feel ourſelves enkindled into a 
grateful affection. We honour, we love the perſon, 
who allows us ſuch a diſtinguiſhed place in his heart ; 
and expreſſes his cordial regard, by ſuch a ſeries of 


* Jam. i. 5. + Ecclus li. 15. 
t Matth. xxii. 38. | Pſal. Ixxiii. 25. s 
4 1{,xxvi. 8. 9. We can hardly tell, which to admire moſt, 

the beauty of the deſcription, or the piety of the perſons. 7 
have deſired ; and not with inactive wiſhes, but ſuch as prompt 
to vigorous endeavours. I will ſeek thee ; and early, with the 
moſt vigilant application and unwearied aſſiduity.— 
ſis is very much increaſed, by the addition of thoſe lively words, 
with my ſoul, yea with my ſpirit ; with the whole bent and ſway 
of my affections, and with the ſteady invariable determination 
of my judgment. Thus have I deſired thee, even in the night ; 
when both the purſuits and the thoughts of other people are 
ſunk and loſt in profound repoſe. us wall I ſeek thee, with 
a zeal—early as the riſing, — conſtant as the xeturnigg ſun. 
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active and tender benevolence. The bleſſed G O D is 
a friend to us all, infinitely powerful, and equally 
munificent. We are the conſtant objects of his more 
than friendly, of his parental cares. Every paſſin 
moment is a meſſenger of his patience, and urged 
with ſome token of his bounty. For ovr fake, he has 
diffuſed bleſſings over all the face of the earth ; and 
commanded every element to concur, in miniſterin 
to our accommodation. He has not only adapted his 
benefits to our ſeveral wants ; but has given them a 
diverſification, large as the ſcope of our wiſhes; and 
an enrichment, far beyond all that our fancy could con- 
ceive.Profuſe liberality ! yet ſmall and fcanty, com- 
ared with his moſt adorable benignity in CHRIST 

ESUS. | 

What, if GOD, willing to manifeſt the ſupera- 
bundant riches of his kindneſs, had made bare the 
arm of his omnipotence ; and ſtruck a moſt miracu- 
lous road throug the ſurges of the ocean, to afford 
us a fafe paſſage !—if, to accommodate us in our tra- 
vels, he had brought waters out of the flinty rock ; 
and bid the ravens bring meat to our hands, bid the 
winds convey manna to our doors ?—if, to furniſh us 
with a commodious ſettlement, he had dethroned 
mighty kings, diſpoſſeſſed populous nations, and made 
the walls of impregnable cities fall to the ground ?— 
if, to further the diſpatch of our buſineſs, or fa- 
cilitate the conqueſt of our enemies, he had ar- 
reſted the ſun in his meridian career, and laid an em- 
bargo upon the moon, ſetting out on her nightly tour ? 

—in ſhort, if, to promote our welfare, ke had ſuſ- 
pended the powers, and controlled the laws of uni- 
verſal nature; had wrought a/l the miracles, exhibit- 
ed in the land of Egypt, or recorded in the volumes 
of inſpiration :—ſhould we not think ourſelves under 
the moſt inviolable engagements, to love the LORD our 
G OD, who had done fo great things or us ; to love him 
unfeignedly and ardently ; to love him with a ſupreme 
affection, far above every other amiable object Vet 
we have greater, incomparably-greater obligations to 
our almighty BENEFACTOR, For (hear O 
heavens ! wonder O earth! and let eternity dwell u 
on the ſtupendous truth!) GO D ſpared not his $ ON, 
his own S O N,—his tranſcendently- glorious and di- 
vinely- excellent 8 O N,—but delivered him up to the 
deepeſt humiliation, and to the moſt accurſed death, 
for us men and our falvatian. 

O, Theron / have we been impreſſed with wonder, 
at the contemplation of this goodneſs ? Have our hearts 
glowed with gratitude, under a ſenſe of theſe mercies ? 
Surely, no man need be convicted of any other crime, 
at the great tribunal, than inſenſibility of ſuch love, 
and ingratitude for ſuch favours, This, without the 
acceſhon of horrid impieties, is enough to leave him 
abſolutely inexcuſable. This is enough to prove him 


one of the moſt diſingenuous and deteſtable of creatures. 


Havewe exerciſed ourſelves in frequent thankſgiving ? 
Many are the exhortations to this honourable duty. 
Praife thy GOD, O Zion *: praiſe him for his might 
acts 12 him according to his excellent greatneſs f. 
—Innumerable are the incitements to abound in this 


pleaſant ſervice, Every comfort has a voice, and cries 


* Pfal. cxlvii. 12. + Pfal. cl. 2. 


t Among theſe exhortations, we may rank that beautiful 


and devout addreſs to GOD, HN] r Dp Pal. xxii. 


3. Thou that inhabiteft—light inacceflible, ſhall 1 ſay? the 
regions of immenſity, or the ages of eternity? No ; but 
what is a more exalted charatter—the praiſes of Iſrael : 
finely ſignifying, that praiſe is a moſt acceptable ſacrifice, to 
which the divine MAJESTY attends with the greateſt de- 
Iight :—intimating alſo, that the exerciſe of praiſe ſhould not 
be an occaſional thing, like a tranſient viſit to a ſtranger's houſe; 
but a daily and almoſt unintermitted ſervice, Ike the tated re- 
fidence of a perſon in his own habitation, | 
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in the ear of reaſon, O / that men would therefore praiſ 
the LORD for his goodneſs. Every deliverance en- 
forces the addreſs, and furniſhes freſh materials for the 
heavenly employ.—The man after 0 D's own heart 
declares, as an inviting example tor our practice, / 
evill bleſs the LORD at all times : his praife ſhall con. 
tinually be in my mouth * yea, as long as have an 
being, 1 will ſing praiſes unto my G O D #,—Indeed, when 
we conſider the inexhauſtibly- rich bounty of G 0 1 
our CREATOR, and the inconceivably-tender mer. 
cy of GOD ourR E DE E ME R, it is both ſtrange 
and deplorable, that the love of G O D is not alua 8 
prevailing in our hearts, and the language of praily 
ever flowing from our lips. 

I wilt not ſuppoſe our character fo irreligious, tlat 
we have neglected the daily worſhip of G OD, either 
in our cloſet, or in our family,—But have we prayed 
with that profound reverential awe, which is due to 
the HIGH and LOFTY ONE, who mbabitzth 
eternity *—Have we made our ſupplications with thay 
fervent importunity, which may 1n ſome meaſure corre. 
ſpond with the extreme indigence of our ſtate, and 
the invaluable worth of the bleſſings we crave ?—Hayg 
our petitions been attended with that Heady effiance, 
which may glorify the goodneſs, the power, the vera, 
city of the LORD? may e e that he 
is rich in mercy, to all that call upon bim i; that he j; 
the LORD FEHOPV AH, in whom is everlaſting 
ſtrength || ; that he is the GOD of truth, and faithful 
for ever 4. We call him FATHER: but have we 
truſted in him, with that unſuſpecting, chearful, filial 
confidence, which a child repoſes on the fidelity and 
indulgence of ſuch an earthly relative? Have we not 
entertained, too often entertained, narrow, diſhonour. 
able, beggarly apprehenſions, concerning the treaſurey 
of his bberality, and the bowels of his pity ! rating 
them even lower than our parents, our friends, or our 
own. | 

Have we been careful to carry the ſpirit of our pray 
ers into our ordinary converſation ; and waited at the 
door, as well as approached to the throne of grace {— 
Amidit the —— of our ſolemn devotions, have we 
cultivated an ejaculatory intercourſe with heaven? How 
bighly would the ambitious courtier prize, and how 
frequently would he v/ea privy key, which ſhould give 
him, at all hours, free admittance to his ſovereign, 
This key of admittance, only to an Nee, more ex- 
alted POT ENT AT E, we all poſſeſs in the practice 
of mental aſpirations to G O D. It is certainly the 
nobleſt employ, and will be the richeſt improvement 
of our thoughts, to ſend them in ſuch ſhort embaſlics 
to the KING of kings; and to derive, by ſuch oc- 
caſional fallies + of faith, a renewed ſupply from the 


* Pſal. xxxiv. 1. + Pſal. cxlvi. 2. 

t Rom. x. 12. | If. xxvi. 4. + Deut. xxxil. 4. 

++ We have, in ſcripture, very remarkable inſtances of the 
fucceſs which has attended ejaculatery prayer, —Obſerve Nehe- 
miah : He ſtands before 4haſuerus, apprehenſive of the mo- 
narch's diſpleaſure, yet deſirous to ſolicit him in behalf of 7e- 
ruſalem. To be delivered from his fears, and to obtain bis de- 
fires, what method does he uſe? the mean and ſervile arts of 
flattery ? No; but the manly and devout expedient of prayer. 
I prayed, ſays the patriot, to the GOD of heaven.—We can- 
not ſuppgſe, that he fell on his knees, or ſpoke with his lips, 
while he continued in the royal preſence. But he darted up his 
ſoul in filent ſupplication. Which ſupplication “ pierced the 
* clouds;” reached the eternal throne ; and returned not a- 
gain till a blefling was ſent: ſuch as totally averted the wrath 
he dreaded ; and procured favour and aſſiſtanee, much larger 
than he expected, Neb. ii, 4. 8 

When David heard, that Abit hophel, the ableſt politician in 
his kingdom, was revolted to 4b/alom ; ſenſible what a loſs his 
affairs had ſuſtained, and what an advantage the rebellious party 
had acquired, he betook himſelf to his GOD, He ſtaid not 
for an opportuniry of retirement, but inſtantly and upon the 
ſpot cried, O LORD, I pray thee, turn the counſel of Abit hophel 
into fooliſbnaoſs.— A. ſbort addreſs, but very efficacious, HE, who 


— 
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in of all How great a 4% then muſt it 
_—_— ſpiritual intereſts, 1 how contemptuous a 
diſregard of the ever-preſent J EH O V AH, to omit 
entirely, or long to diſcontinue, this moſt beneficial 

ractice of - habitual adoration ?-Can you, my dear 
Heron, acquit yourſelf on this article of inquiry? Has 
not every day of your life been a day of negligence 
in this reſpect? been a perpetual diſobedience to our 
SAVIOUR's injunction, Men ought, in this manner, 
always to pray, and not to faint &? 

Have we fanctified the Sabbath? Has the LORD's 
day, with all its ſolemn and ſacred offices, been our 
delight? Have we remembered that diſtinguiſhed por- 
tion of our time, as Jacob remembered the delightful 
interview at Peniel? Have we expected it, as mer- 
chants expect the arrival of a richly-laden veſſel? Have 
we improved it, as huſbandmen improve the ſhining 
hours of the harveſt ?—Have we wholly laid aſide every 
earthly engagement ; not ſpeaking our own words +, nor 
allowing ourſelves in any atifications, that may in- 
terrupt our communion with the FATHER of ſpi- 
rits Has one day in his courts been " pl Ar to a thou- 
ſand |, ſpent either in the works of our calling, or in 
the ſcenes of recreation ?—Have the memorials of our 
REDEEMER's dying merits, and the feals of his 
unchangeable loving-kindneſs, been reliſhed as a feaſt, 
and prized as a portion f | 

Have we honoured G O D's holy word *—What 

eater mark of diſeſteem, than to deſpiſe a perſon's 
diſcourſe, and not to think his ſpeech worthy of our 
notice? eſpecially, when he addrefles us with very 

eat ſeriouſneſs, and with the utmoſt affection. In our 
Bible, the GO D of glory ſpeaks to his creatures; 
ſpeaks with the moſt perſuaſive energy, and with all 
the yearnings of parental tenderneſs. Have we liſten- 
ed to our CREATOR, with reverence and delight ; 
and rejoiced with trembling at—Thus ſaith the LORD? 

Have we ſearched the oracles of truth, not merely 
as ſcholars, but as ſinners ; not from a ſpirit of curio- 
ſity, or with an air of formality, but with a ſolicitude 
and ardour, becoming perſons who inquire after the 
SAVIOUR of their loſt ſouls! Have we ſubmitted 
our inmoſt thoughts to their impartial ſcrutiny ; to re- 
- ceive conviction of ſin from their awful remonſtrances, 
and to hcar the ſentence of condemnation at their 
righteous bar ?—Have we been willing to ſuffer the re- 
proach of conſcious baſeneſs, while they have ripped up 
the diſguiſes of falſehood ; laid open our ſecret ini- 
quities; and brought all our evil ways to remembrance? 


Thus Jeſiab ated. His heart was tender, and he hum— 


bled himſelf before the LORD ; he rent his cloaths, and 
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diſappointeth the devices of the crafty, ſent a ſpirit of infatua- 
tion among the rebels; and inclined them to reject the advice of 
that judicious ſtateſman. Which falſe ſtep brought upon their 
horrid enterpriſe, the ruin it deſerved; and chagrined the wretch- 
ed traitor, even to rage, frenzy, and ſuicide, -2 Sam. xv. 31. 
xvii. 23. | 

3 at a memorable period of his life, was under great 
diſtreſs of conſcience, and haraſſed by violent temptations. He 
made his caſe known to an experienced friend; who ſaid, 4 
mynter, you do not pray. Surpriſed at this, he replied; © I 
« pray, if ſuch a thing be poſſible, too much. I can hardly 
« tell, how many times in the day I bow my knee before GOD ; 


* almoſt to the omiſſion of my other duties, and the neglect 


of my neceſſary ſtudies.” —* You miſtake my meaning, dear 
% Amyntor. I do not refer you to the ceremony of the knee, 
but to the devotion of the heart; which neglects not any 
„ bulineſs, but intermingles prayer with al/; which, in every 
« place, looks unto the LORD; and, on every occaſion, lifts 
up an indigent longing foul for the ſupply of his grace. 
This,“ (added he, and ſpoke with a peculiar vehemence), 
« this is the prayer, which all the devils in hell cannot with- 
© ſtand,” —This, I would farther obſerve, is the prayer, which 
brings down ſomewhat of heaven into the heart; in which I 
would myſelf defire to abound ; and would earneſtly recom- 
mend to all my acquaintance, and all my readers. 

„Luke xvüi. 1. s 

+ If. Iviii. 13. + Pſal. IXxxiv. 10. 
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wept before the LORD, wwhen he heard the words of the 
book of the law &. 

Have we hid the glad tidings of the goſpel within 

our memories, within our hearts? Have we been di- 
ligent to ſuck this honeycomb + of grace by concomitant 
meditation, and ſubſequent prayer ?—Have we valued 
the precious promiſes, as gentlemen of wealth value 
the writings of their private eſtates ; or as infranchiſed 
bodies eſteem the charter of their public privileges ?— 
Have we, like the princely patriarch, longed for thoſe 
words of ediſication, exhortation, and comfort, more than 
for our neceſſary food 1? and, like the royal prophet, 
prevented the night-watches, that we may be occupied 
in thoſe ſtatutes || and ordinances of heaven ? 
Me have hitherto confined the examination to a few 
inſtances of the affirmative kind ; how dreadfully will 
the dark account be ſwelled, if inſtead of love and o- 
bedience, there be hatred and _oppolition ;—hatred of 
the name, glory, and worſhip off ( G O D ;—oppe/ition 
to his intereſt, kingdom, and ſervice ! 

GOD is znfinite perfection; worthy of all admira- 
tion; exalted above all praiſe. Yet do not our thoughts 
more frequently, or more naturally turn upon our 
own accompliſhments, than upon the adorable and 
ſhining attributes of the ALMIGHTY? This is, 
in itſelf, the moſt ſhameful dotage ; and, in GO D's 
ſight, the moſt abominable ide/atry. Yet let us obſerve 
what paſſes within, and we ſhall probably find, that as 
damps ariſe in the mines, or fogs in the fenny grounds, 
ſo naturally, and ſo copiouſly do theſe overweening 
reflections ariſe in our depraved minds. 

GOD is an everlaſting King. Have we not too of- 
ten reſiſted his authority? Have we not, as far as in 
us lay, depoſed the omnipotent SOVEREIGN, and 
exalted /e/f into the throne ? made ſelf- will our law, and 
ſelf· pleaſing our end? thus adding ſacrilege to rebellion? 

G O D is tranſcendently gracious and amiable. Have 
we not turned our backs upon him, by forgetting his 
mercies? Nay, have we not ſpurned him from our af- 
fections, by being lovers of pleaſure, more than lovers e 
G O D | *— Awake, conſcience, bear thy impartial teſti- 
mony ; and I am perſuaded, the Phari/ee in our breaſts, 
like the man unfurniſhed with the wedding-garment, 
muſt he ſtruck dumb; muſt be covered with confuſion. 


Is our heart warm with brotherly love *—Good man- 
ners will put expreſſions of civility into our mouths ; 
but has a power from on high as! xm the royal law 
of charity in our breaſts? The character of a gentle- 
man requires a deportment acceſſible, obliging, and 
courteous : has the ſpirit of Chriſtianity taught us to 
love, not in word or plauſible appearance only, but in 
deed and in truth ++ Do we love our neighbours, not 
merely on account of ſome relation they bear us, or 
ſome ſervices they have done us ? but becauſe they are 
creatures of the bleſſed G O D; are the objects of his 
providential care; and capable at leaſt of being con- 
tormed to his image? Do we love them, becauſe we 
hope, that the LORD JESUS CHRIST has 
bought them with his blood; is willing to make them 
partakers of his SPIRIT, and members of his my- 
{tical body? | | 

Are we ſincerely concerned for their preſent wel- 
fare, and their eternal happineſs? Do we embrace all 
opportunities of promoting both the one and the other? 
embrace them with the ſame alacrity, and improve them 
with the ſame zeal, which actuate us in ſeeking our own 
felicity If they exceed us in all that is amiable, and 
all that is proſperous, do we contemplate their ſuperior 
excellence with a real complacency, and their more a- 
bundant ſucceſs with a real ſatisfaction ? | 

Do we dilike to hear, and abhor to ſpread, defama- 


+ Cant. v. 1. + Job xxiii. 12. 
++ 1 John iii. 18, 


* 2 Chron, xxxiv. 27, 
Pſal. cxix. 148. 
+ 2 Tim. iii. 4. 
38 
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tory tales; even when our adverſaries are the men 
whom they tend to blacken ? When rudely affronted, 
or cauſeleſsly abuſed, do we pity the offenders, for the 
wrong done to their own ſouls ; rather than kindle in- 
to reſentment, at the indignity offered to ourſelves ?!— 
When greatly injured, are we flow to anger, and not 
eaſily provoked ? Are we much more willing to be re- 
conciled, than to foment diſpleaſure, and proſecute re- 
venge? Ina word, do we love our enemies; bleſs them 
that curſe us ; do good to them that hate us ; and pray for 
them which deſpitefully uſe us, and perſecute us * — 
Without this loving and lovely diſpoſition, wwe abide, 
ſays the apoſtle, in death ef; are deſtitute of ſpiritual, 
and have no title to eternal life. 

Let me add,—Are all our graces, and all our works, 
clothed with humility? This ſhould be the dreſs, in 
which they ſeverally appear ; as well as the bond of 
connection, which unites them all .Do we maintain 
a very low opinion of our own accompliſhments, and 
in honour prefer others to ourſelves ||? habitually ſenſible, 
that we are leſs than the leaſt of the divine mercies, 
and the very chiefeſt of ſinners ? 


I might eaſily have branched out the preceding ſub- 
jets, into a much greater variety of interrogatory ar- 
ticles. But I intend only to preſent you with a ſpeci- 
men. Your own meditations will enlarge the ſketch, 
and ſupply what is defective. Only let me beg of you, 
my dear friend, to try your ſtate by this touchſtone ; 
to prove your conduct by this ſtandard. And may 
the FATHER of lights give you an underſtanding, to 
diſcern the exact purity and ſublime perfection of his 
holy law ! 

Have you lived in the uninterrupted obſervance of all 
theſe duties; avoiding whatever 1s forbidden, and obey- 
ing whatever is commanded ? Your outward behavi- 
our, I know, has been free from notorious violations ; 
but has your inward temper been preſerved from all 
ungodly motions, and from every irregular deſire? Is 
there no enmity in your heart to any of the precepts ; 
nor any backwardneſs, nor any failure in performing 
each and every injunction ? | 


When you put theſe queſtions to yourſelf, gemem- - 


ber, that if you fail in one point, or in any degree, you 
are guilty of all J. If your conformity be not per/e- 
8 as well as perfect, you incur the penalty, and 
are abandoned to the curſe. You ſtand charged, be- 
fore the JUDGE of the world, with all the guilt of 
all your ſins, both original and actual: and there is 
not one circumſtance, nor one aggravation, of any of 


Matth. v. 44. What manner of love is this? How diſ- 


Intereſted ! how extenſive ! how triumphant ! Muſt not all the 
| boaſted benevolence of the philoſopher and moraliſt, ſtrike. ſail 
to this evangelical charity? Muſt not both moraliſt and philo- 


ſopher acknowledge the neceſſity of a divine operation, thus to 
enlarge, exalt, and refine their ſocial affections? | 
, . + 1 John iii. 14. 
t 1 Pet. v. 5. The unuſual word i js ſuppoſed to 


have both theſe ſigniſications. 


Rom. xii, 10. 
+ Jam. ii. 10. Gal. iii. 10, 
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your iniquities, overlooked or forgotten, —untrss, re. 
nouncing all your perſonal pertormances, you place 
your whole affiance on a SAVIOU R's atonement 
anda S A VIOU R's righteouſneſs.—l think, you will 
not dare to put the iſſue of your everlaſting ſtate upon 
the former footing ; which 1s not only hazardous, but 
mult be inevitably ruinous. You will infinitely rather 
chuſe to acknowledge yourſelf a poor inſolvent ; and 
plead the unſearchable riches of your REDEEME', 
obedience. 

To thoſe who believe, the law, though „rid, is not 
terrible. Becauſe, be its precepts of holineſs ever 
extenſive, they have been moſt completely fulfilled 
their glorious SURETY. Be its penal ſanttions 
ever ſo rigorous, they have been fatisfied to the ut. 
moſt, by their great ME DIA T OR.— Believers 
theretore, may make their boaſt of their adorable 
SPONSOR. They may ft under his ſhady witl, 

reat delight x. While the thunderings of mount 
Fina, and all the terrors of the legal diſpenſation 
tend only to increaſe and quicken the refreſhing ſenſe 
of their ſafety. Juſt as the poſſeſſor of a plentiful e- 
ſtate, in ſome peaceful and proſperous country, repoſcs 
himſelf under the ſhade of his vine, or the ſhelter of 
his fig- tree; and, hearing of the wars which embtor 
or the plagues which depopulate other nations, Calder 
with augmented reliſh, his own felicity. s hone” 

Let me cloſe with the affeftionate and emphatic} 
with of an inſpired epiſtolary writer: That the LORD 
of peace may give my dear Theron peace—always— by 4 
means +/ Then I ſhall think my withes are accomplilt, 


ing, and this bleſſing is at the door, when he ſces the 
purity of the divine law,—ſees the depravity of his 


own nature, —and the impoſſibility of being juſtified, 

without an intereſt in the great MEDIATOR; 

righteoufneſs : That righteouſneſs, which, as it is the 

only hope, and the conſtant joy, is therefore the dar- 
ling theme, of 

Tour ever faithful 

| As PAS TO. 


P. S. Shall I abridge the preceding letter, and con- 


tract the whole into thoſe two great commandinents, 
which made the firſt awakening impreſſions on my own 
mind? Thou ſhalt love the LORD thy GOD with 


ALL thy heart : Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as Ta v- 


s ELF. — Amazing! ſaid your Aſpaſio. Are theſe the 
commands of GOD? as obligatory, as the prohibi- 


tion of adultery, or the obſervation of the Sabbath? 


Then has my whole life been a continual act of diſobe- 


dience. Not a day, no, nor an hour, in which [ have 


performed my duty. This conviction ſtruck me, as 


the hand-writing upon the wall ſtruck the preſumptu- 


ous monarch.—lt purſued me, as Saul purſued the 
Cbriſtians, not only to my own houſe, but even to di- 
ſtant cities; — nor ever gave up the great controverſy, 


till, under the influences of the SPIRIT, it brought 


me weary and heavy laden to F ESUS CHRIST. 


Cant. ii, 3. | + 2 Theſſ. iii, 16, 


N 


Dear As As 10, 


| ORE than three weeks are elapſed, ſince you 
IVI favoured me with your improving company. 


Juring which interval, I have frequently recollected 
the:moſt material parts of our late diſcourſes, © I have 
carefully confidered, both the doctrines you advanced, 
and the anſwers you returned to my ſeveral objections. 


A have often reviewed your valuable letter; have 
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uſed it as a fouchſtone, to examine my ſtate; and have, 
with great punctuality, obſerved your parting advice. 
A have ſat, every evening, for a picture of my mind: 
and have endeayoured to take a true unflattering 
draught of all its difinguithing qualities. And, if the 
diary is à faithful mirror, if it does not aggravate the 
deformity of my features, I ſhall be abſolutely out of 
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t with myſelf: 1 ſhalt ever entertain the mzane/? 
m_ ” my — either moral or religious qualifi- 
* is that intenſe and ſupreme /ove of G O N, 
which his tranſcendent perfections challenge, and his 
zneflable goodneſs claims? Where that firm and joy- 
ful reliance On CHAR [ST F L SUS, in any degree 
woportioned to his infinite merits and inviolable pro- 
wife here that cordial and tender affection for 
jay fellatunchriſtiaus, which is due to the ſervants of a 
fine REDEEMER; the people, whom he ran- 
{med by his agonies, and purchaſed with his very 
blood? Where is the incenſe of boly contemplation 
and refined deſire? where the flame of fervent devo- 
tion and evet- active zeal?, ſuch as become the /iving 
temple of G O D, in which his moſt immaculate and 
glorious SPIRIT vouchſafes to reſide ?—Theſe funda- 
mental graces, like the grand __ in the animal 
{yſtem, ſhould impart health to the ſoul, and ſpread 
the beauty of bolineſs through all the converſation. 
But theſe, alas! far from beating with a vigorous and 
uniform pulie, hardly heave with life; only juſt ſtrug- 
gle, o. and then, with ſome faint, intermitted, un- 
even throes. | 
How ſeldom do my actions ſpring from gratitude to 
the everlaſting BENEFACTOR, or aim at the 
glory of his ſuperexcellent MAJESTY?—lIn ad- 
dreſſing the KING immortal, inviſible, how languid 
are my affections, and how wandering is my attention? 
how great my unbelief, and how little my reverential 
awe ?—1 receive innumerable mercics ; but where are 
my returns of correſpondent thankfulneſs ? I am viſit- 
ed with many gracious chaſtiſements ; but without 
roper reſignation, or due improvement. Alas for m 
Ei devotions, my lifeleſs virtues, and the multi- 
tude of my refined iniquities / — Hid behind the maſk 
of outward decency, and ſome cuſtomary forms of 
religion, I was altogether unacquainted with my ſpi- 
ritual ſtate. I fancied myſelf rich, and increaſed wish 
goods, and to have need of nothing: even while I was 
wretched, and miſerable, and por, and blind, and naked &, 
If look back, and review the years of youth and 
manhood, what has been the tenor, what is the aſpect 
of my life? More like a deſolate and horrid wilder- 
neſs, than a cultivated garden, or a fruitful vineyard. 
An youth, what ſordid grattfications of appetite ! 
In manhood, what baſe compliances with a wicked 
world ! In both, what ſholes of evil inclinations have 
olluted my heart ! what ſwarms of vain imaginations 
— debaſed my thoughts! what frothy and unpro- 
ſitable words have dropt from my lips — By all which, 
how have I diſobeyed, and how diſhonoured G0 D! 
how have I denied, and how crucified the LORD 
FESUS CHRIST/—and yet ſuppoſed myſelf, all 
the while; to be good enough / 
It is ſomething unaccountable, that a perſon of my 
inquilitive difpoRtion ſhould, through. the courſe of 
ſo many years, be ſuch an utter ranger to himſelf. I 


wonder at my own prepoſterous tolly !—To travel into 


oreign countries, and viſit the moſt renowned cities 
of Europe ; yet never ſtep over the threſhold, nor look 
within the apartments of my own breaſt To carry 
on a correſpondence with my friends, even in the re- 
moteſt nations; and never enter upon a conference, 
nor hold any intelligence with my own heart! To in- 
quire after news from the fleet, news from the army, 
news from the court; yet exerciſe neither curioſit 

nor care, with regard to the hope of heaven, and the 


concerns of eternity What egregious miſconduct is 


this! A moſt pernicious error, in the ceconomy of 
religious life. | 


Sometimes I have caſt a tranſient glance on my 
cutꝛward behaviour; but never extended my ſearch to 


the delinquent, the traitor, the rebel wit bin.— And 
cyen my out ward behaviour has been ſurveyed, with 


Hev. ii. 17. 
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few filthy rags are fit to dreſs t 


2 But there is a righteouſneſs.- bleſſed 
leſsly pure and conſummately 


anſwers all that the 
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as much erroneous partiality, as ſuperficial ity. Tt 
has been —— wh that at and fubirme 
ſtandard, the ſcriptures of truth; but, as in the caſe 
of the ſelf-deceiving Phuriſee, with the unjuſt, extor- 
tionate, adulterbus practices of ſome other people: 
From whence I moſt unwarrantably concluded, that, 
being not quite ſo abandoned as the moſt profligate 
creatures, my character muſt be good, and my condi- 
tion ſafe.— But, thanks to your laſt friendly letter, 
and the ſcarching expedient it recommended, I am 
now in a different way of thinking. | 

It is ſtrange to recolle&, and indeed it is ſhameful 
to confeſs, the many artijices which I have uſed, to 
put a cheat upon myſelf.— Sometimes I have fancied, 
that the divine law could never be ſo ſtrict, as to con- 
demn us inexorably, if we continue not in all its pre- 
cepts. Sometimes I have pleaded the infirmity of our 
nature, and endeavoured to make the works ot dark- 
neſs appear only as pitiable failings. — Sometimes T 
have taken refuge in the excellency of our church, 
and plumed myſelf with the borrowed feathers of a 
religious profeſſion.— At other times, I have ſoothed 
my conſcience to reſt, by a punctuality of attendance 
on places, or a zealous attachment to forms. And all 
this, to ſeduce, cajole, and betray myſelf, betray 
myſelf, firſt into a vain concert of my own endow- 
ments; then into a contemptuous diſregard of 
CHRIST; and at laſt into eternal deſtruction. But 
now I ſee my guilt ; I apprehend my danger; and feel 
my helpleſs condition. | | 

Indeed, my Aſpaſio, I am now convinced, that the 
darkeſt colours cannot be too dark for the portrait of 
my ſpiritual ſtate. I fee myſelf overſpread with an 
habitual depravity, and cannot forbear crying out, 
with the abaſhed leper ; Unclean ! unclean * /-—The ſa- 
cred oracles in no wiſe miſrepreſent fallen man, when 
they deſcribe him as altogether become abominable +. 
They are far from under-rating human works, when 


they denominate them filthy rags [- Rags they are, if 


Lev. xziti. 45, + Job xv. 16, | 
+ . Ixiv. 6. Does not Theron miſapply this text? Can it 
be intended to diſcredit the qualifications of the upright? Is it 
pot rather a brand ſet upon the works of the wicked; whoſe 
very “ facrifices are an abomination to the LORD?” Or, a 
rebuke given to the ſpecious performances of the hyporrite ; 
who is preciſe in the form, but deſtitute of the power of god- 
lineſs? Or, may it not refer to ritual obſervances ; in contra- 
diſtinction to moral duties, and ſpiritual accompliſhments ? 
The diſparaging character myſt not, I think, be confined 
to ritual obſervances ; becauſe it is expreſsly ſaid, ALL cur 
righteouſneſſes, including every kind of religious duty.—Neither 
can it be appropriated to the formal hypocrite, much lefs to the 
notoriouſly- wicked; becauſe thoſe very perſons, who are the 
ſubject of this aſſertion, declare in the context, LORD, we 
are thy people; thou art our FATHER; we ſhall be ſaved. — 
So that it ſeems intended to fain the pride of all human glory. 
Beſides, the prophet ſpeaks of himſel f WE all are as an 
unclean thing: which, however ſtrange or unreaſonable it 
may ſeem, is the very ſame charge, to which he pleads 
guilty in another place; Vo is me! I am undone! for I am a 
man of unclean lips ! Not that he was defiled with any groſs 
pollutions ; nay, he was a ſaint of the moſt diſtinguiſhed lu- 
ſtre ; but his eyes had ſeen the KING, the LORD of hoſts. 
He was under the clear manifeſtations of a GOD, glorious 
in holineſs, inflexible in juſtice, and infinite in all perfec- 
tions. A midſt theſe manifeſtations, the impurity of his heart 
and nature were not only apparent, but glaring ; overwhelmed 
him with abaſhment, and, till CHRIST was applied in a type, 
(J. vi. 7.), filled him with terror. We gh) 
In ſuch circumſtances, and under 
virtues and evangelical graces, 
and acts of charity, will appear both defective and polluted: 
by no means proportioned to the demands of the law, nor ſuf- 
ficient for our recammendation-to the Supreme LAW GIVER; 
—no more than a few tattered rags, can claim the character, 
or perform the ſervices, of a complete ſuit ; no more than g 


he bride for her nuptials, or che 


ſuch views, all our moral 
all our exerciſes of devotion, 


courtier for a birth-night. 


be divine grace !—ſpot- 
excellent; a righteouſneſs, which 
CREATOR requires, and ſupplies all that 


ab. - * 
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we conſider their great imperfection ; flthy rags, if we 
advert to their manifold defilements.- And ſince the 
nature of GOD is ſo irreconcilably averſe to all con- 
tamination ; ſince the law of GOD requires ſuch un- 


ſpotted perfection; O! who can ſtand before this holy 


LO 8 D GOD X, in any accompliſhments of their 
own! 

When ] farther reflect, that I have only a very ob- 
ſcure glimpſe of the divine purity, and am a mere no- 
vice in the knowledge of my own heart; how am I 
amazed at the lofty apprehenſions which I once form- 
ed, concerning the Grgnity of my nature, and the in- 
tegrity of my conduct: All owing to ignorance, the 

rolleſt ignorance of myſelf and the ſcriptures —How 
. L ſhudder to think, that, in expecting juſtification 
from the law, I was reſting the welfare of my immor- 
tal ſoul, not on the foundation of a rock, but on the 
point of a dagger. I was going to the deciſive tribu- 
nal, fluſhed with the falſeſt hopes, and charged with 
a ſet of glittering ſins ; going, like poor deluded U7:- 
ah +, not with any valid credentiab, but with the mi- 


niſtration of death | in my hand. 


Though I cannot but acknowledge the arrogance 
of theſe pretenſions, yet loath, very loath is my pride, 
to renounce the pleaſing abſurdity. Self-love has 
the creature needs: to prove this momentous point, and to diſ- 
play this unſpeakable gift, is the deſign of the following ſhieets. 

* 1 Sam. vi. 20. + 2 Sam. xi. 14. 15. f 2 Cor. iii. 9. 


CCC 


1 
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ſearched, and ſearched again, for ſomething excellent 
It would fain make a better appearance, and can 
hardly brook the humiliation of imploring all ſub 
forma pauperts x. With what reluctance is a ſinner 
brought to confeſs himſelf finful in every duty, fn. 
ful in every capacity! Strange perverleneſs But 
the charge is undeniable. However unwilling, 1 
muſt plead guilty. THOU AkT WEIGHED IN Tur 
BALANCES, AND FOUND WANTING , 1s evident] 

written on all I am, all I have, all I do. - And if 1. am 
thus detective, even in my own eſtimation ; if I am 
utterly condemned, at the bar of my own conſcien 
what then fhall I do, when GOD riſeth up? and w 
HE viſiteth, what ſhall I anfewer him ? 

I now ſee the neceſſity of an imputed righteoufnef, 
Without ſome ſuch object for my truſt, I am undone. 
I long therefore to hear your arguments in its behalf, 
And I muſt declare to you, if it can be ſatisfactorily 
proved from the ſcriptures, it is the moſt comfortable 
doctrine in the world, and worthy of all acceptation, 

A letter upon this ſubject, would be a ſingular fi- 
vour, and, I hope, an equal blefling to 


Tour obliged, and aſtectionate, 


TU EROx. 


* That is, under the character of a poor deſtitute, or as a 
beggar ſucs for his alms. | 


+ Dana. v. 27. 


ce; 
hen 


t Job xxxi. 14. 
22 


R 


As PASIO o TEE RON. 


Dear THERON, 


Hough all your letters give me pleaſure, none 
was ever ſo highly pleaſing as your laſt. I look 
upon it with the ſame ſecret joy, as a compaſſionate 
phyſician obſerves ſome very favourable ſymptoms, in 
the criſis of a beloved patient's diſtemper. 

What you aſk, I ſhall, without any farther preface, 
attempt to execute. If my attempt proves ſatisfactory 
to your judgment, Lam ſure, it will be the moſt likely 
means of healing your conſcience, and calming your 
fears. When we perceive the odious depravity of our 
nature ; when we diſcern the horrible iniquity of our 
lives; and are ſenſible of that tremendous wrath, and 
everlaſting vengeance, which are due to fuch guilt 
creatures; then nothing can be found, that will f. 
effectual peace, nothing that will adminiſter ſolid com- 
fort, but only the vicarious ſufferings and the impu- 
ted righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST. 

Io this purpoſe ſpeaks one of the wiſeſt and beſt of 
fpiritual guides; Has ſin abounded? as undoubtedly it 
has, in our heart, and our life; grace has much more 
abounded, in the obedience, and the merits of our 
REDEEMER.—Nay, has ſin reigned? exerted its 
malignant power, in the moſt extenſive and moſt de- 


ſtructive manner; rendering us ſubject unto death, 


both temporal and eternal? Even ſo has grace reigned ; 
exerted its benign eificacy, and in a manner yet more 


triumphant ; not only reſcuing us from guilt and ruin, 
but reſtoring us to everlaſting life and glory: and all 


this through the righteouſneſs, the complete meritorious 


righteouſneſs brought in by FESUS CHRIST our 
LORD *. 


You inquire after the proofs of this imputed righ- 


teouſneſs. From a multitude I ſhall ſelect a few: ſuf- 
fRcient, IJ hope, to make it appear,—that this is the de- 


clared doctrine of our church, and the avowed belief 
of her moſt eminent divines :—that it is copiouſly re- 
8 7 Rom. v. 21. | 


vealed through the whole Scarerurts ; revealed in 
many expreſs —— and deducible from a variety 
of inſtructive ſimilitudes. | 

Hear the language of our Common Prayer, in 2 
very affecting and ſolemn addreſs to the AL MIG H- 
TY; We do not preſume to come to this thy table, 
O merciful LORD, truſting in our own righteouſ- 
« neſs.” If we may not, if we dare not, rely on our 
own righteouſneſs, when we approach the cuchariſſic 
table; much leſs may we depend upon it, when we 
are ſummoned to the deciſive tribunal.—Should you 
aſk, On what we are to depend ? The exhortation to 
the communion furniſhes an anſwer ; „On the meri- 
«* torious death and paſſion of CHRIST, whereby 
alone we obtain remiſſion of fins, and are made par- 


© takers of the kingdom of heaven.” 


The collect appointed for tlie feſtival of Circumciſion, 
has this remarkable introduction; “ Almighty GOD, 
« whoſe bleſſed SON was obedient to the law for man.” 


In what ſenſe, or with what propriety, can this be at- 


firmed, unleſs CHRIS T's perfect obedience be re- 
ferable to us, and accepted inſtead of ours? On any 
other interpretation, I ſhould think, he was obedient, 
not for man, but for himſelf. 

Should the artfub critic give ſome other turn to 
theſe paſſages, it will avail him but little. Becauſe the 
church, her own bet expoſitor, has explained the 
meaning of ſuch phraſes, and put the matter beyond 
all doubt. In her eleventh article ſhe ſays, We are 
* accounted righteous before GO D only for the me- 
« rits of our LORD and SAVIOUR JESUS 
« CHRIST.” -The doctrine relating to pardon of 
ſin, had been ſtated in a preceding article. This diſ- 
plays the method, whereby ſinners may appear righ- 
teous in the eye of GOD, and in the court of heaven); 
ſo as to recover the divine favour, and obtain a title 
to eternal bliſs, —This is done, not by any native rigk- 
teouſneſs, not by any acquired righteouſneſs, but by 
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n imputed rightecuiſueſs. Were we juſtified by either 
of the former methods, it would not have been faid, 
We are accounted, but we are righteous. They are fo 
fr from conſtituting our reconciling and juſtifying 
righteouſneſs, that the; have no ſhare in it; contri- 
bute nothing towards it; aro totally excluded from it. 
We are accounted righteous, and accepted as ſuch, 
ONLY (mark the expreſſion) ONLY through the merito- 
rious obedience, and propitiating blood of our great 
MEDIATOR. Wo ue . 

The Homilies are, if it be poſſible, ſtill more expli- 
cit, and more cogent. In the Homily concerning the 
ſalvation of mankind, we read the following words: 
„Ihe apoſtle toucheth three things, which muſt 
go together in Gur juſtification. On G O I's part, 
« his great mercy and grace. On CARIST's part, 
« the {atisfattion of G O D's juſtice, or the price of 
« our redemption, by the oftering. of his body, and 
« ſhedding of his blood, with fulſilling of the law per- 
« fectly. On our part, true and lively faith in the 
« merits of FESUS CHRIST, which yet is not 
„ ours, but by G O D's working in us;”—You ſee, 
according to the judgment of qur venerable reform- 
ers, not only the offering of C HRIS T's body, and 
ſhedding of CI RIST's blood, but allo his perfet 
fulfilling of the law, are the adequate price of our re- 
demption. All theſe act conjointly, they ſweetly har- 
monize, in the great and glorious work. To ſuppoſe 
their difunion, is a dodtrinal miſtake, ſomewhat like 
that practical error of the Papiſts, in ſevering the ſa- 
cramental wine from the ſacramental bread; admini- 
ſtering to the laity the ſymbols of the ſlaughtered body, 
but with-holding the ſymbols of the ſtreaming blood. 

There are other clauſes in the fame Homily, which 
ſet the ſeal of the church to our ſentiments. I ſhall 
content myſelf with tranſcribing one from the con- 
cluſion. —* CHRIST,“ ſays that form of ſound 
words, © js the righteouſneſs of all them that do truly 
& believe. He for them paid their ranſom by his 
« death. He for them fulfilled the law in his life. 
« So that now, in HIM, and by HIM, every true 
« Chriſtian man may be called a fulfiller of the law; 
« foraſmuch as that which their infirmity lacked, 
« CHARIST's righteouſneſs hath ſupplied,” —This 
authority is as clear, as the doctrine authoriſed is 
comfortable, May the former ſway our judgment 
may the latter chear our hearts! | 

The Homily an CHRIST's nativity informs the 
reader, that the deſign of our LOR D's incarnation 
was,—* to give light unto the world, and call ſin- 
ners to repentance ; to fulfil the law fof us, and be- 
come the propitiation for our fins; to caſt out the 
* prince af this world, and deſtroy the works of the 
* devil.“ We have all brake tlie law, we are all un- 
able to keep the law; therefore the bleſſed FESUS 
fulfilled the law, —fulſilled it, in each, in every of its 
demands, —fulfilled it, in the highe/t degree of perfec- 
tion, —and, what is of all A'S ant moſt delight» 
ful, fulfilled it for vs. His obedience took the place 
of what we were obliged to perform, under the cove- 
nant of works and 1s not only the meritorious, but 
alſo the conſtituent cauſe of our juſtification, 

50 that,—if there be any worthineſs in our LORD's 
molt holy nature; any merit in his exerciſe of the 
ſublimeſt virtues ; completed by his ſubmiſſion to the 
molt ignominious - ſufferings, and tormenting death; 
then, according to this ſtandard- ſyſtem of orthodox 
divinity, theſe are the ground, theſe are the ſubſtance | 
of a ſinner's juſtiſication.— And, according to the 
dictates of the moſt unbiaſſed reaſon, they are the 
beſt, the ſureſt ground, that can either be wiſhed or 
maginet. . | 1 55 | 


- 


Does it not, from the preceding quotations, appear, 
that the doctrine of juſtification through the imputed 
righteouſneſs of our REDEEMER, is far from 
bang. e by the eſtabliſbed church! —I am 

Ne XII. en. 


ſorry, but conſtrained to own, that we rarely find 
any conſiderable ſtrictures of this great evangelical pe- 
cullarity. in our modern e diſcourſes. Vet 
there have been preachers of the higheſt repute for 
learning, for judgment, and for piety, who profeſſed- 
ly maintained this grand truth of the goſpel. "FW 
The devout Biſhop Beveridge, in his Private 
Thoughts, has left upon record the following very re- 
markable acknowledgment ; which; if it ſuited his 
ſtate of eminent holineſs, cannot be too humbling, my 
dear Theron, for your lips and for mine. © I do not 
© remember, neither do I believe, that I ever prayed, 
in all my life-time, with that reverence, or heard 
e with that attention, or received the ſacrament with 

ee that faith, or did any work with that pure heart, 
« and ſingle eye, as I ought to have done. Inſomuch 

« that I look upon all my righteouſneſs, but as filthy 
“ rags; and it is in the robes only of the righteoui- 
« neſs of the SON of G 0 D, that I dare appear be- 
« fore the MAJESTY of heaven.” 

The fervent and affectionate Biſhop Hoptins & ſpeaks 
in perfect conſonance with his 9 of St Aſaph. - - 
* The law was 8 us, not that we ſhould ſeek. 
« juſtification by the obfervance of it, but finding it 
« 1mpoſlible to be juſtified by fulfilling it, we ſhould - 
« thereby be driven to CHRIS T's righteouſneſs ; 
« who hath bath fulfilled it in himſelf, and ſatisſied 
« for our tranſgreſling of it; and therefore ſaith the 
« apoſtle, The law was a Jchavlmaſter, to bring us unto 
« CHRIST ; that we might be juſtified by faith. To 
<« this end it was promulged, that ſeeing the ſtritneſs 
« of its precepts, the rigour of its threatenings, and 
«© withal being convinced of our impotence to fulfil 
e its commands, we might be urged by its terrors to 
« fly to CHRIST, and find that righteouſneſs in 
« him which may anſwer all the demands of the law.“ 

Biſhop Reynolds +, ſtyled by his contemporaries, and 
not without reaſon, A walking library, bears his teſti- 
mony in the following words: “ CHRIST as our 
« Surety paid our debt, underwent the curſe due to 
% our ſins, and bare them all in his own body on the 
« tree; became ſubject to the law for us; and repreſen- 
« tatively in our ſtead fulfilled all the righteouſneſs ' 
e the law required, active and paſſive. For ſin being 
c once committed, there muſt be a double act to juſti- 
ce fication ; the ſuffering of the curſe, and the fulfil- 
“ling of righteouſneſs anew. The ane, a ſatisfaction 
« for the injury we have done to GOD, as our 
« JUDGE; the other, the performance of a ſervice 
« which we owe unto him as our MAKER.” , 

To this illuſtrious triumvirate, let me join Biſhop. 
Davenant ; who, for his great abilities, and unqueſtion- 
able integrity, was appointed one of our religious ple- 
nipotentiaries, at the renowned ſynod of Dort. In his 
very valuable expoſition of the epiſtle to the Colofrans, - 
he writes to this effect : * Te are complete in CHRIST. 
„Ve are furniſhed, in that all- ſufficient REDEEMER, 
« with whatever is requiſite to everlaſting ſalvation. 
« With wi/dom ; ſince it is the conſummation of this 
« noble endowment, to know CHRIST and him 
6 crucified, With 7righteauſneſs ; becauſe he has per- 
« fectly ſatisfied the law , and thoroughly expiated , 
« gur guilt. With /and@:fication; becauſe his 8 PIRIT 
« dwelling in our hearts, mortifies our corrupt affec- 
« tions, and renews the ſoul after the image of its 
« CREATOR,” n 

See his ſermon on John vii. 191. 

+ See his treatiſe, entitled, The life of CHRI $T.—Which, 
as well as all his other works, abound with ſtriking fentiments ; 


have much elegance of diction, a copious variety of learning, 
| f hefdina lo 


and a lively animating ſpirit of evangelical piety. | 
+ In thisreſpe principally (ſays our author, enlarging upon 


| the text) are believers complete zu becauſe though deſtitute of 
any righteouſneſs, that may properly be called their own, CHRIST" 


has, graciouſly-curiched them with hir. Vid. DaveEnaNtiin 
epiſt, ad Colaſſ. cap. ii. com. ioo BL nd 47 

Let me beg leave to intimate, that this expoſition of the e. 
piſtle to the: Colaſlant,— or n of ſtyle, and accuracy 


258 e re T HER. 0 MC LE r. lt. 
Let me bring up the rear with a teſtimony, which, teouſneſs; they abound in paſſages, which evince the 
for clearneſs, ſolidity, and a full repreſentation of the ſubſtitution of CHRIST in our ttead: Paſſages, whi ch 


evangelical doctrine, might very juſtly have claimed 
a place in the van. It is taken from an author, whom 
the general conſent of our nation has diſtinguiſhed 
with the title of ee. The judicious Hooker, in 
a treatiſe on juſtification, ſays, “ It is a childiſh cavil 
« our adverſaries ſo greatly pleaſe themſelves with, 
«© exclaiming, that we tread all Chri/t:an virtues under 
% our feet; becauſe we teach, That faith alone juſlih- 


dilclaim all dependence on any duties of our own, 
and fix the hopcs of a believer entirely upon the me. 
rits of his SAVIOUR. When this is the caſe, | 
am very little ſolicitous about any particular forms 
of expreſſion ; and far from being angry, even though 
the words, which I think moſt ſigniticant, are not 
retained. 


% eth. Whereas, by this ſpeech, we never meant to 
« exclude either hope or charity from being always 
« joined as inſeparable mates with faith, in the man 
« that is juſtified ; or works from 7 * as 
« neceſſary duties, required of every juſtified man: 
« but to ſhew, that faith is the only hand, which 


e putteth on CHRIST to juſtification; and CHRIST 


e the only garment, which being ſo put on, covereth 
e the ſhame of our defiled natures, hideth the imper- 
« fection of our works, and preſerveth us blameleſs 
in the fight of GOD: before whom, otherwile, 
« the weakneſs of our faith were cauſe ſuſhcient to 
« make us culpable, yea, to ſhut us out of the king- 
« dom of heaven, where nothing that is not abſolute 
« can enter.” 

You will allow the ſagacious Biſhop Sanderſon * to 
ſum up the evidence; or rather to make an important 
remark on the whole of the controverſy. 
light of the church, both in caſuiſtical and practical 
divinity, obſerves, “ The tidings 
«< muſt be bleſſed and welcome news, to thoſe that 


« are ſenſible of their own poverty, and take it of 


97 
* 


<« grace.” Our eagle- eyed divine penetrates into the 
true caufe of the prevailing averſeneſs to this evange- 
lical doctrine. It is founded on the fate of the heart, 
more than upon any force of argument. People are 
but little, if at all, ſenſible of their ſpiritual and mo- 
ral indigence ; of the defects which depretiate, and the 
defilements which fully, whatever they have, and what- 
ever they do. Nay, ſtrongly tinctured with pride, they 
would be themſelves the 4/pha, and ſuffer the bleſſed 


That great 
of a REDEEMER « 


Clemens, —an intimate acquaintance of St Paulis, and 
whoſe name was in the book of life *, — in his truly-ex. 
cellent epiſtle to the Corinthians, aſſures that people ; 
We are not, in any reſpect or in any degree, 927 
by ourſelves, but wholly by FESUSCHRIST.”,, 
by our own wiſdom or prudence, which could never find 
out the way; not by the piety of our hearts, os warks ,, 
righteouſneſs performed in our lives, which could never 
be ſuflicient for the 08 Fee but by faith: the one 
invariable method, by which the almighty SWEREIGN 
has juſtified all his people, ever ſince the world began, 

Juſtin, —who was firſt a Gentile philoſopher, then an 
eminent Chriſtian, and at laſt a martyr tor the truth 
— ſpeaks more fully to the point : What elſe con 
cover our fins, but the righteouſneſs of JESU S CHRIST? 
By what poffible means could we, unrighteous and unhy] 
creatures, be juſiified, but only by the interpoſition gt 
the SON of GOD in our behalf ?— Having, in this 
clauſe, made a profeſſion of his faith, the good man 
on the contemplation of ſuch a privilege, oat out 
into a kind of holy tranſport. Os WEEK TAN DDA 
LIGHTFUL EXCHANGE! A diſpenſation unſearch« 
ably wiſe and por / Benefits, quite unexpected, and 
rich beyond all our hopes that the ſin of many ſhould by 
hid by one righteeus PERSON; and that the righ- 
teouſneſs of O N E ſhould juſtify many tranſoreſſers. 

The following words are remarkably itrong, and 
the ſentiments peculiarly bold, But they come from 
the pen of the fineſt writer in eccleſiaſtical antiquity, 
They have the great name, and venerable character of 
St Chry/o/tom, for their recommendatory preface || ;— 
Fear nat, ſays he, on account of any of thy paſt tranſgreſ- 


FESUS to be no more than the Omega, in procu- /ions of the law, when once thou haſt fled by faith ty 
ring their eternal ſalvation. Therefore they can hard- J E USCHRIST. The moſt enormous and the mi 


ly be reconciled to the humbling character of an 
eleemaſynary; one who lives wholly upon the alms of 
the goſpel, and is dependent upon ＋ for his all. 
Whereas, was this grand obſtacle 

were men convinced of ſin, of exceeding ſinfulneſs in 
their worſt eſtate, and of remaining ſinfulneſs in their 
beſt; they would ſoon be convinced of righteouſneſs +, 
of the abſolute neceſſity and ineſtimable worth of a 
REDEEMER's righteouſneſs. They would no 
longer diſpute againſt it, but cordially receive it; en- 
tirely rely on it; and adore the goodneſs, the tran- 
ſcendent and unutterable goodneſs of GOD, in pro- 
viding it. | 


think, in one of our conferences, I undertook to 
produce my vouchers from the ancient fathers. Let 
me now ſubjoin two or three atteſtations of this kind. 
From one of which you will perceive, that thoſe 
early writers had a confiderable degree of clearneſs 
upon the point. From the other you will ſee, that, 
far from rejecting the doctrine, they embrace it with 
delight and rapture. And if you will admit of the 


laſt, you cannot be ſtartled at any thing, which I ſhall 


advance upon the ſubject.— Let me only premiſe in 
general, that, if thoſe authors are not ſo copious and 
explicit, with regard to the imputation of active righ- 
of method, —for judgment in diſcerning, and fidelity in re- 
preſenting, the apofile's meaning, for ſtrength of argument in 


_ refuting errors, and felicity of invention in deducing practical 


doctrines, tending both to the eſtabliſhment of faith, and the 


cultivation of -holineſs,—is, I think, inferior to no writing of 


the kind; and richly deſerves to be read, to be /tudied, to be 
1 + John avi. 8; 


* 


imitatad, by our young divines. 
. * Sec his ſermon upon . Ii. 3. 


once removed; fulfilled, I might ſay, more pn by the law. For 


deſtruftive violation of the law is, to be with-held, y 


the conſciouſneſs of any 8 whatever, from believing on 
CHRIST. When thou atteſt faith on him, thou 500 


thou haf received a better righteouſneſs, than it could ever 


require: thou art poſſeſſed of a better obedience, than any 
creature could poſſibly pay. 1 | 
Two or three witneſſes of diſtinguifhcd ability, and 
undoubted veracity, are a ſufficient confirmation of any 
cauſe, For this reaſon, and to avoid a tireſome pro- 
lixity, I have ſet aſide a multitude of voices; which, 
from the writings of our own and foreign divines, arc 
ready to pour their united evidence.—And leſt the 
buſineſs of quotation, though ſparingly managed, 
ſhould ſeem dry and tedious; F wil relieve your 
wearineſs, and enliven the collection, by an extract 
from the prince of Engliſb poetry. Michael, the pro- 
phetic archangel, mentioning the deſtructive conſe- 
quences of the fall; and aflerting the GODHEAD 
* Phil. iv. 3. 

F Ov , raloy j Ze, oudt Jun Thg nurlepas copic, „ awtrrur, n weeping, 1 
ſer on xaluipharaputta ty oni xapling* anna Jig The Tiras, J ng ravſag Tv ar 
$1919 0 #6vloxpalep Gs ad ͥꝗ%; 1 Epift. ad Corinth. This quo- 
tation is explained, as well as tranſlated. But that every reader 
may diſtinguiſh the text from the paxaphraſe, the firſt is print- 
ed in /talic, the laſt in Reman characters. 5 

T. aN rag p ,t h niuryfy xarvoai, M ente mines; Es rt din\;... 
CANS ve ad ann To vis Tv Orv; N THE FATKEIAY KA- 

11 © * g, @ ro & x * 

Ina wen. Epiſt, ad Diogn.—Though Du Pi gs: Fr es 8 
rity of this epiſtle, he allows it to haye been written by an ancient 
hand. Dr Cave, as capable a judge, thinks there is no reaſon 
to doubt, but it is the genuine work of Juſtin, 

M, Tour pong, oc Tov vn rapaCanus, orufiy v1 rie rpeonabege Toe yop 
«v/or 2 ” 31 2 T6 Rpirw wn — c av Trivan; u, dan 
TANpanas 5 ToXkko TAY Y EXEAEUGE' FOAAG Jin. Aa, it. 
XVII. in X. ad Rom, nnn 3eeth x aac 


A S F 10 
ok that gloricus BERS ON, who wideftook to be 
the repairer of this deadly breach; adds, 


Le T- IV. 


IVWhich HE, g L 
Net by deſtroying Satan, but his works, 
In thes and in thy ſeed, Nor can this be, 
But by fulfilling (that which thou did want.) 
Obedience to the law of G OD, imposd 
On penalty of death ; and ſuffering eath; 
Tye penaity to thy tranſgreſſion due ; he | 
And due to theirs, which out of thine will grow, 
80 oN LY can high juſtice reſt appard * 


lere then is the expreſs determination of our Hami- 


lies ſupported by the authority of our Articles,—elta- 
bliched by the concurrence of our Liturgy, till farther 
ratified by the unanimous atteſtation of ſeveral cele- 


Mit rox, book XII. 393. 
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brated Divines ; whoſe lives were the brighteſt orna - 
ment to out church, and whoſe writings are the maſt 
unexceptionable interpretation of her meaning.—As a 
capital, to crown and complete this grand column, 
ſupervenes the declaration of the ancient Fathers, 
thoſe who flouriſhed, and with the higheſt renown, 
in the firſt and pureſt ages of Chriſtianity. So that, 
if great futhorities carry any weight; if illuſtrious 
hames challenge any regard ; this tenet comes attend- 
ed arid dignificd with very conſiderable credentials. 
Yet I will venture to affirm, that all theſe, conſider - 
able as they appear, ate the Jef or thoſe teſtimonials, 
which recommend the doctrine to my Theron's accept- 
ance, and which have gained it admittance into the 


heart of E 
His moſt affectionate | 
As PAS IO. 
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AS PAS1IO tro THE RON. 


Dear T HERON, | ” 3 
HE family, in which I have the ſatisfaction to 
T reſide, though remarkable for their genteel fi- 
gure and ample fortune, are ſtill more amiably diſtin- 
guiſhed by their benevolence, heſpitality, and charity. — 
As they live at a diſtance from the market-town, the 
[zdy has converted one apartment of her houſe into a 
little diſpenſatory; and ſtocked it with ſome of the: 
moſt common, the moſt needed, and moſt ſalutary 
medicines : which, in caſes of ordinary indiſpolition, 
ſhe diſtributes to her indigent neighbours, with ſin- 
4 compaſſion, and with no ſmall ſucceſs.— This 
ne morning, Emilia has ordered ſome ſkilful hands 
into the fields, to cull their healing ſimples, and lay 
up a magazine of health for the afflicted poor. Camil- 
lus is withdrawn to receive his rents, and ſettle ac- 
counts with his tenants, 

Suppoſe, we act in concert with theſe valuable per- 
ſons. Suppoſe, we range the delightful fields of ſcrip- 
ture, and — a collection, not of ſalutiferous herbs, 
but of ineſtimable texts; ſuch as may be of ſovereign 
efficacy, to aſſuage the anguiſh of a guilty conſcience, 
and impart /aving health to the diſtempered ſoul.— 
Suppoſe, we open the mines of divine inſpiration, 
and enrich ourſelves, not with the gold of Ophir, but with 
the unſearchable treaſures of CHRIST or with that 
perfect righteouſneſs of our REDEEMER, which is in- 
Ma more precious, than the revenues of a 
county, or the produce of Peru. 

In pleading for imputed righteouſneſs, we have al- 
ready urged the authority of our eſtabliſhed church, 
and the fuffrage of her moſt eminent divines.— The 
opinion of excellent writers, which has been the re- 
ſult of much learning, great attention, and earneſt 
prayer, is no contemptible evidence. Vet we muſt 
always reſerve the caſting- voice, for thoſe infallible 
umpires, the prophets and apoſtles. f we receive, 
with a deferential , the witneſs of men; the 
witneſs of G O O is greater , and challenges the moſt 
implicit ſubmiſſion. Which remark naturally leads 
me to the intended ſubject of this epiſtle ; or rather 
calls upon me to fulfil my late . and ſhew, 
that the above- mentioned d e is copioully re- 
vealed, through the whole proceſs of the ſcriptures. 

Let me detach a very ſignificant portion from the 
epiſtle to the Romans ; which, though little inferior 
to a decifive proof, is produced only as an introduc- 
tion to others. Now the righteouſneſs of GO D without 
the law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by the law and the 

7 1 John v. 9. 


prophets - even the * hteouſneſs of G 0 D, which * by 
faith of FESUS © / 


| HRIST unto all, and upon all 
them that believe x. The righteouſneſs of G O D, ſigni- 
fies that righteouſneſs, which the incarnate G0 
wrought out in his own all-glorious perſon +. It is 
ſtyled the righteouſneſs of G O D, by way of ſuper- 
lative pre-eminence ; in oppoſition to any righteouſneſs 
of our own, and in oontradiſtinction to the righteouſ- 
neſs of all creatures whatever.—This righteouſneſs is 
without the law. Its efficacy has no dependence on, 
its merit receives no addition from, any conformity 
of our practice to the divine law ; being complete, ab- 
ſolutely complete in itſelf, and altogether ſufficient to 
procure the reconciliation and acceptance of ſinners.— 
This righteouſneſs is witneſſed by the law and the pro- 
phets ; receives an uniform atteſtation from the vari- 
ous writings of the Old Teſtament. To inveſtigate 
which atteſtation; to examine its pertinency, and 
weigh its ſufficiency, is our preſent 2 buſineſs. 
We may begin with that gracious declaration, made 
to the firſt tranfgreſlors : The ſeed of the woman ſhall 
bruiſe the ſerpent's head; thall deſtroy the works of 
the devil, and retrieve whatever was loſt by his mali- 
cious artifices ||. How could this be effected, but by 
reſtoring that righteouſneſs, which, for a while, our 
firſt parents efled ; which they ought always to 
have held ; but from which they ſo ſoon and fo 
unhappily ſwerved ? Take the poſition in the right 
ſenſe, and Chriſtianity is, if not entirely, yet very 
nearly as old as the creation. It was comprehended in 
this bleſſed promiſe, as the ſtamina of the largeſt plants 


Rom. iii. 21. 22 

+ This explication, or ſomething to the ſame purpoſe, has 
occurred already. But it is hoped, the candid reader will nor 
condemn the e as a diſagrecabl and jejune tautology: 
— Becauſe it is ſo conſonant to the practice of our great apoſtle, 
who repeats the term, reinculcates the doctrine, and | 
knows how to deſiſt from the favourite topic; like one, who 
was quite enamoured with the ſubject, who found muſic in the 
words, and whoſe happineſs was bound up in the blpfling. 
Becauſe it is conformable to another, and a greater Example. 
The LORD JEHOVAH himſelf, within the co of one 
chapter, once and again, yea, a third and a fourth time, ſtyles 
this wonderful obedience, My RiGnuTEOUsNEss. | As though 
the GOD of infinite perfection gloried in it; thought him- 
ſelf moſt eminently magnified by it; and was jealous to have all 
the honour reſulting from it. See , li.. 1 Gen. iii. 1 85 

In ſome fuch ſenſe, I think, our firſt parents muſk undi - 
ſtand the promiſe. Otherwiſe it could yield them no ctuat 
relief, under the diſtreſſing ſenſe of their own miſery, and the 


diſmal apprehenſion of their poſterity's ruins + 


— 


acting like the vegetative 


260 os 


are contained in the ſubſtance of their reſpettive ſeeds : 


every ſubſequent revelation being no more, than a 


gradual evolution of this grand evangelical principle ; 
powers bf nature, which, 
in rearing an oak with all its . of branches, only 
expand the tunicles, and fill up the veſſels of the acorn. 

This doctrine ſeems to have been typically taught, 
by the remarkable manner of clothing our firſt parents. 
All they could do for their own recovery, was like 
the patched and beggarly mantle of #g-/eaves. This 
they relinquiſh, and G ON himſelf furnithes them with 
apparel K. Animals are ſlain, not for food, but /acr:- 
fice ; and the naked criminals are arrayed with the 
ſkins of thoſe ſlaughtered beaſts. The victims figur ed 
the expiation of CHRIST's death ; the clothing ty- 
pified the imputation of his righteouſneſs. In perfect 
conformity, perhaps with a reference, to the paſlage 
thus interpreted, the apoſtle juſt now exprefled him- 
ſelf; even the righteoufneſt of GOD, which is not only 
made over + to all believers, as a rich portion; but 
put + upon all, as a beautiful garment. Whereby 
alone their moral deformity can'be covered; and their 
everlaſting confuſion prevented. Mon, it is certain, 
ſpeaking of this memorable tranſaction, conſiders it 
in the ſame ſpiritual ſenſe : | 

Nor HE their outward only with the ſtins 

Of beaſts, but inward nakedneſs (much more 
: Opprobrious /) with his robe of righteouſneſs 

Arraying, cover d from his FATHE R's fight. 
In thy ſeed, ſays the great JEHOVAH to his ſer- 
vant Abraham, 22 all the nations of the earth be bleſſed f. 
That the ſeed here mentioned is CHRIST, the a- 
poſtle || places beyond all doubt. Both ſcripture and 
reaſon declare, that true bleſſedneſs muſt neceffarily in- 
clude—the pardon of fins, and the favour of G OD, 
the ſanctiſication of our ſouls, and the inheritance 
of life eternal. None of which are to be acquired by 
any human performances; but all are to be ſought, 
and all may be found, in the Root and Offspring of 
Abraham, FESUS CHRIST : who is therefore moſt 

rtinently ſtyled, THE DESIRE OF ALL NA- 
TIONS J: the aQual deſire of every enlightened 
nation; and the implicit deſire of all nations whatever: 
becauſe all, without any exception, covet, what is to 
be derived only from F ESUS CHRIST the Righ- 
teous, real happineſs. vote | 


* The. patriarchal age, and the legal ceconomy, bore 
their t 


mony to this truth, by typical perſons, em- 
blematical miracles, and figurative uſages. Indeed, 
the whole ceremonial ſervice was a grand ſeries of 
types, repreſenting CHRIST and his everlafting 
righteouſneſs. In. all which this was the unanimous 
though ſilent language; Behold the LAMB of GOD, 
that taketh away 285 of- the world. Theſe I ſhall not 
ſtay to diſcuſs, becauſe proofs of a more explicit and 
poſitive nature wait for our conſideration. Only I 
would juſt make a tranſient obſervation, relating to 
one very remarkable conſtitution in the 7etoiſb ritual. 
The high prieſt had, on the front of his mitre, a 
plate of pure gold, engraven with that venerable mot- 
to —, HoLINEss TO THE LORD; which was al- 
ways to be on his forehead, when he performed the 
ſolemn miniſtrations of the ſanctuary; and for this 
important reaſon, that the people night be accepted be- 
fore the LORD =, Did not this moſt clearly foreſhew 
the immaculate holineſs of our great HIGH PRIEST? 
and with equal clearneſs imply, that his holineſs 
ſhould procure acceptance for all his followers ? 
no „t £11104, w#: Gent ni, 21. 1 2 i ee 
171 Nom. iii. 22. IZ rwlecs RIM aha Tug victuorſac. * 
<4, ce 4 2% en, ee e n io” (TD ng; 
See St PeuPs comment upon this invaluable promiſe, Cal. 
iii. 8. che. This commentator, we all allow, was guided by the 
SPIRIT, and knew'the mind of GOD. According to his ex- 
poſition. of the text, it is pregnant with the doctrine of juſtifi - 
cation by faith, and contains an abridgment of the goſpel. 
4 Hag. ii. 7. + Exod. Xxvili. 36. 37. - = Exod. Xxviii. 38. 
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In the book of 7ob, we have ſeveral hints of this 
truth, and one paſſage very expreſs to our purpoſe.— 
Elihu deſcribes an unconverted perſon, under the 
chaſtiſing hand of Providence. Whoſe life, through 
the extremity of his diſeaſe, drew near to the grave ; 
and his' ſoul, through the multitude of his iniquities 
was ready to become a prey to the deſtroyers, In this 
deplorable condition, if there be preſent with him, the 
MESSENGER * of the. covenant of peace; that 
great [NTERPRE TE R * of the divine counſels 
who, for his ſuperexcellent wiſdom, is juſtly deemed 
one among a thouſand, or rather the chiefeſt among ten 
9 : if he, by his enlightening SPIRIT, vouch. 
ſafe to ſhewgunto the afflicted man bis own perfect righ. 
teouſneſs ; that moſt meritorious vprightneſs, on v hich 
alone a ſinner may depend, both for temporal and e. 
ternal ſalvation : then the poor diſtreſſed creature, at- 
tentive to this inſtruction, and applying this rightcouf. 
neſs, is made partaker of pardon. G0 D, the ſovereigh 
LORD of lite and death, rs gracious unto him; and 
ſaith, in the greatneſs of his ſtrength, as well as in the 
multitude of his mercies, Deliver him from going down 
into the pit of e ee as a pledge of his deliver- 
ance from the pit of perdition. For 1 have found 4 
ranſom, ſufficient to ſatisfy my juſtice. I have recei. 
ved an atonement, in behalf ot this once obnoxious, 
now reconciled tranſgreflor. | 
© But why do I ſelect one particular paragraph? 1+ 
ſeems to be the main deſign of the whole book, to o- 
verthrow all pretenſions of any juſtifying righteouf. 
neſs in man; that the n — nay, that the 
greateſt ſaint, ſtript of every perſanal plea, may rely 
only on the merits of a REDEEMER, Ibis is the 
final iſſue of all thoſe warm debates, which paſs be. 
tween the afflicted hero and his cenſorious friend 
This is the grand reſult of EAihu's calm reaſoning, and 
of G O D almighty's awful interrogatories. The ap- 
parent centre this +, in which all the lines terminate; 
juſtly therefore to be conſidered, as the principal ſcope 
of the whole work. | 

- I muſt not omit an excellent obſervation, which l 
find in ſome critical and explanatory notes f on the laſt 
words of David. The judicious author proving, that 
this ſong relates to CHRIST; that it difplays the 
dignity of our REDEEMER, under the character 
of The KI NG, and The FUSTONE; adds, as an 
explication of the laſt amiable and glorious title. — 
« Our LORD JESUS CHRIST is ſo called, 
not ſo much for having fulfſed all righteouſneſs, in 
„ his own perſon, and performed an unſinning obe- 
« dience to the will of GOD, as becauſe, by his 
60 b e imputed to us, we alſo upon the terms 
&« of the goſpel, are juſtified, or accounted righteous 
&« before G OD,” e | 

I think we may evidently diſcern the ſame vein of 
evangelical doctrine, running through many of the 


2/ſalms.—He ſhall convert } my ſoul ; turn me, not only 


_#* See Jab xxxiii. 22. &c,—CHRIST is called N The 
angel of the divine preſence, If. Ixiji, 9. The meſſenger of the 
covenant, Mal. iii. 1.— He is alſo, in the moſt unlimited ſenſe 
of the phraſe, Pon The Interpreter of the divine counſels: he, 
to whom the FAI HER hath given the tongue of the learned, 
and by whom he makes known the otherwiſe unſcarchable 
myſteries of the goſpel.—Should any doubt remain concerning 
the propriety of applying this paſſage to aur LORD JESUS 


_ CHRIST, the reader, I hope, will give himſelf the pleaſure 


of peruſing the polite. Mitſius, Gecon. lib, IV. cap. iii. $ xx%i. 


and Dr Grey's valuable notes upon the place, in bis Liber Jebi. 


: + See ob xlii, 6, f By Dr Grey, See 2 Sam, xxiii. 1. &c. 
| That is, freely or, as the prophet ſpeaks, without maney 


and without price, For nothing is requiſite, in order to a par- 
- +4; ticipation-of CHRIST and his benefits, 'but'a cofvictiow of 


our extreme need, and an -unfeigned deſire to receive them; 
receive them as gifts of pure grace, vouchſafed to the moſt un- 
deſerving creatures. This point, which is ſo intimately con- 
nected with our comfort and hope, the reader may ſee more 
fully ſtated in Dialogue XV. | 2 

+ Pfal. xxiii. 3. I am ſenſible, the word AW? may ſignify 
to refre/b or reflore ; may anſwer to the Greek phraſe an 


Lor. IV. 


tom fin 41d ignorance, but from 8 falſe con» 
4 


de. and every deteitful refuge. He all bring me 
rr) 70 paths of 7 neſs, in thoſe paths of impu- 
ted righteonſneſs, which are always adorned with the 
trees of holineſs ; are always watered with the foun- 
tains of conſolation ; and always terminate in everlaſt- 
ing reſt, Some, perhaps, may aſk, Why 1 give this 
ſenſe to the paſſage? Why may it not ſignify the 
aths of duty, and the way of our own obedience !— 
Becauſe ſuch effets are here mentioned, as never have 
reſulted, and never can reſult, from any duties of our 
own. Theſe are not green paſtures, but a parched and 
blaſted heath, Thefe are not fill waters, but a trou- 
bled and diſorderly “ ftream. Neither can theſe ſpeak 
ace, or adminiſter comfort, when we paſs through 
the valley and ſhadow of death. To yield theſe blell- 
ings, is the exalted office of CHRIST, and the ſole 
rerogative of his obedience. 
Admitting, that this obedience is of ſovereign advati- 
tage, during the years of life, and in the hour of 
death ; it may ſtill occur to the ſerious and inquiſitive 
mind, what will be our ſafeguard, after the great 
change? When the ſoul departs, and our place on 
earth knows us no more; when the body revives, and 
we ſhall all ſtand before the judgment-ſeat ; what will 
then avail us? — The ſame righteouſneſs of our divine 
LORD. This, if I miſtake not, is diſplayed in the 
very nextpſalm: which begins witha ſolicitous inquiry; 
ſubſoins a ſatisfactory anſwer; and cloſes witha moſt per- 
tinent but rapturous apoſtrophe.— This is the Ty, 
Who ſhall aſcend into the hill of the LORD? or who ſhall 
riſe up in his holy place *—This is the anſwer ; Even he 
that hath clean . and a pure heart 4. He ſhall re- 
ceive } the bleſſing of plenary remiſſion from the LORD, 
and righteou noſe alſo from the GOD of his ſalvation : 
even that perfect righteouſneſs, which is not acquired 
by man, but beſtowed by JEHOVAH: which is 
not performed by the ſaint, but received by the ſinner : 
which is the only ſolid baſis, to ſupport our hopes of 
happineſs; the only valid plea, for an admiſſion into 
the manſions of joy. Then follows the apoſtrophe. 
The. prophet foreſees the aſcenſion of CHRIST and 
his ſaints into the kingdom of heaven. He ſees his 
LORD marching at the head of the redeemed world, 
ind conducting them into regions of honour and joy. 
Suitably to ſack a view, and in a moſt beautiful ſtrain 


of poetry, he addreſſes himſelf to the heavenly por- 


and denote the comforts of the HOLY GHOST.—This 
verb may alſo bear the fame fignification with the participle 
wrptbac, in our LOR D's exhortation to Peter, when thou art 
converted, Not deſcribing the firſt grand revolution in the 
heart, by which a new determination is given to the judgment, 
and anew bias to the affections; but expreſſing thoſe ſubſequent 
operations of the Divine SPIRIT, by which we are reco- 
vered from our. various relapſes, and healed of our daily in- 
firmities, And 1 queſtion, whether there is any inſtance, in 
which we more frequently need theſe reſtoring aids, than in 
the caſe of adhering to our REDEEMER's righteouſneſs. 80 
prone are we to forget our refting-place ! ſo liable to fall from 
our ſtedfaſtneſs in CHRIST! | 


* Blaſted, diſorderly Let not theſe words grate on the car; 


or, if they grate on the ear, let them humble the heart. What 


vere Job's duties Zealous and e N practiſed from his 
very youth; and neither excelled nor equalled by any perſon on 
earth. Yet theſe, in point of juſtification, were not a whit 
better than Aſpaſio repreſents. Let us hear the laſt words of 


this matchleſs ſaint, I abhor my/elf, and repent in duſt and aſbes. 


rom this confeſſion we learn, that, with all his furniture of 


perfonal obedience, he had juſt enough to be aſhamed, confound- 


ed, undone. | 


f P/al. xxiv. 4. Who hath clean hands and a pure heart; 
he only, whoſe heart is ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, by the 
precious blood of CHRIST; and who lives by faith in the 
SON of GOD, Heb. x. 22. Gal. ii. 20. 4 

The words of the apoſtle, s , rw deptan Tg Jirawrumes 
are almoſt a literal tranſlation; are the very beſt explanation, of 
the Nel. language, 9 NW" Rom. v. 17. P/al. xxiv. 5. 
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; N o 
tals ; Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye liſt up, 75 
l 2 ; and the King glory, with all He hogs 
of his grace and righteouſneſs, hall make their tri” 
umphant entry; Hall enter in, and go out yo more? 
aving ſhewn the powerful and extenſive influence 
of our REDEEMER's righteouſneſs; its efficacy» 
in this world to juſtify, in the other world to glorify 3 
well may the ſweet ſinger of //rael profeſs he ems 
value for it, and entire dependence on it. I will go 
forth in the Nlrength of the LORD GOD, and will 
make mention of thy righteouſueſs only x. As though qe 
had ſaid, I will have recourſe to no, other righteouſnefs, 
for the conſolation of my ſoul: 1 will plead no other 
righteouineſs, for the recommendation of my perſon. 
I will fly to ng other rightequſneſs, for my final ac- 
ceptance, and endleſs felicity.—This is that raiment of 
needle-work and cloathing of wrought gold +, in which 
the King's daughter is introduced to HI M., «© who 
+ ſitteth in the heavens over all.” This is that gar- 
ment for 8415 and for beauty f, which clothed our great 
HIGHPRIEST; and deſcending to his very feet ||, 
clothes and adorns the loweſt members of his myſtical 
body. " 
RecolleQing all the foregoing particulars, juſtly and 
on the moſt rational ground, does our royal author 
declare, Blaſed are the people, that know the joyful 
found : they ſhall walk, O LORD, in the lipht of thy 
countenance. In thy name ſhall they rejoice all the day ; 
and in thy 19 Jhall they be exalted . — They 
are truly blelled, they alone are happy, who 4now th; 
Joyful ſound of the goſpel; not unly receive it with 
their ears, but admit it into their very hearts; fo as 
to partake of the ſacred peace, and ſpiritual liberty, 
which it proclaims,—They ſhall walk in the light of obs 
countenance ; they ſhall enjoy ſuch communications of 
thy grace, and ſuch e Arn of thy love, as will 
conſtitute the ſerenity and ſunſhine of their ſouls.—In 
thy name, O LORD FESUS CHRIST, in thy 
glorious perſon, and thy infinite merit, ball they 
rejoice : and not occaſionally, but habitually ; not 
barely at ſome diſtinguiſhed intervals, but all the day. 
Their joy ſhall be as laſting, as it is ſubſtantial.— And 
in thy righteouſneſs ſhall they be exalted, ſet above the 
tantalizing power of temporal things ; placed beyond 
the flavith fear of the laſt enemy; and raiſed, when 
time ſhall be no more, to a ſtate of celeſtial glory, and 
conſummate bliſs. | N 
How thoroughly evangelical is this ſeraphic writer ? 
He has joy, he has blefledneſs, and he looks for ever- 
laſting exaltation : yet not from his faith, his repent- 
ance, and his own fincere obedience. According to 
this, which is the modern ſcheme, faith, inſtead of re- 
ceiving, would ſupplant the LORD JESUS; re- 
pentance, inſtead of being the gift of CHRIST; 
would become his rival; and ſincere obedience, which 
1s for the praife and glory of GOD, would eclip/e 
and impoveriſh his grace. But David adopts no ſuch 
ſentiments. David maintains no ſuch doctrine. This 
is the invariable language of his heart, 4// my ſprings 
of hope, of truſt, and conſolation, O thou adored 
EMMANUEL, are in thee ++, | 
This ſenſe is the leſs precarious, I had almoſ ſaid 
the more certain, as it exactly correſponds with the 
analogy of faith, and coincides with the expreſs de- 
clarations of other ſcriptures. —[/aiah is ſtyled the evan- 
geliſt of the Jewyh church; becauſe more frequently 


* Pal. xxl. 16, There is, in the Hebrew original, and in 
the new tranſlation, a very emphatical repetition; which adds 
weight to the ſentiment, and demands a peculiar attenticn from 
the reader: Thy righteouſneſs, even thine only. 

; + Pſal. xlv. 13. Es oe. On 
.  Þ Exod. xxviii. 31. Notabat, fays W1Ts1vs upon the place, 
illud pallium juſtitiæ, quo'indutus eft, et ſuos induit CHRIST(S, 

I Kev. i. 13. 4 Pſal. Ixxxix. 15. 16 
hk Pal. laxxvii. 7. ' 


\ - a 


. 


A 


262 ASP ASI o To 


than any of the prophets he celebrates, and more co- 
piouſly explains, this and other peculiarities of the 
goſpel.—In the very firſt chapter, he preaches theſe 
glad tidings: Zion ſhall be redeemed with judgment, 
and her converts with righteouſneſs. Zion, the goſpel- 
church, compoſed of fallen creatures, ſometime diſo- 
bedient to their G OD, and inflaved to Satan, ſhall 
be redeemed > redeemed, not with corruptible things, 
filver and gold, but by ſevere judgments executed on 
their glorious HE A D, and gracious RE PRE- 
SENTATIVE: and not by theſe only, but by 
righteouſneſs alſo; by the perfect and moſt merito- 
rious righteouſneſs of the ſame divinely-excellent 
PERSON *, 

Our facred author bears his teſtimony, with warm- 
er zeal and brighter evidence, as he proceeds in hs in- 
comparable diſcourſes. 1 ſhall one ſay, (or, as it 
may be rendered, only) in the LORD * J righ- 
teouſneſs and ſtrength f. Pleaſe to obſerve, Theron ; it 
is not ſaid, in my own works, in my own repentance, 
no, nor in my own faith, but in the LORD JESUS 
have I righteonſneſs :—righteouſneſs for juſtification, 
and ſtrength for ſanctification; an imputed righteouſ- 
neſs, to procure my acceptance ; an imparted ſtrength, 
to produce my holineſs : the firſt conſtituting my title 
to the everlaſting inhepitanee ; the laſt forming m 
perſonal * * for its enjoyment.— Surely, hich 
expreſſes a firm perſuaſion, and an unſhaken aftiance. 
Only, which denotes an utter renunciation of all other 
confidence, and excludes every other ground of hope. 
RY es J, the original is in the plural num- 
ber : which ſeems to be uſed, not without an impor- 
tant deſign; to enlarge the ſignificancy of the word, 
and make it correſpond with the richneſs of the bleſ- 
ſing : ſo that it may a the fulneſs and ſuperemi- 
nent excellency of this gift of grace; as comprehend- 
ing whatever ||, either of ſuffering or of obedience, is 
requiſite to the juſtification of finners.—Inſomuch that 
in the LORD FESUS CHRIST, and his all- per- 
fect 1 the ſeed of Iſrael ſhall not only be 
juſtified, but rejoice ; and not only confide, but glory J. 

What he had juſt now aſſerted, he exemplifies in his 
own, and in the perſon of every true believer. I will 
greatly rejoice in the LORD, my ſoul ſhall be joyful in 
myGOD; for he hath clothed me with the garments 9 
ſalvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteouſ- 
neſs . True behevers are compared, in one of our 
ſacred eclogues, to à company & horfes in Pharaoh's cha- 
riot to horſes, than which no animal is more ſtatel 
and graceful ; to Egyptian horſes, which were the bel 
and completeſt then in the world; to thoſe in Pharaoh's 
chariot, which, doubtleſs, were a choice ſet, ſelected 
from thouſands, and fineft where all were fine. Here, 

-methinks, I ſee the compariſon realized. Chriſtians, 
endued with ſuch a ſpirit as breathes in this animated 
text, are like a collection of thoſe gallant and majeſtic 
Needs; not deſtined to low drudgery, but appointed 
to run in the royal chariot ; all life; full of fire; 
champing the hit, and eager for the chace. © Nothin 

can more beautifully deſcribe a ſtate of exultation . 
ardour, than the preceding ſimilitude, or the following 
words, I will rejoice; I will greatly rejoice; my very 
ſoul, and all that is within me, hall be joyful in my 
GOD. Wherefare ? Becauſe he has clothed me, undone 


* Hanc redemptionem docet, SPIRITUS SANCTUS 
habere nos in obedientia et ſanguine FESU CHRISTI, If. i. 
27. VITRING. in loc, + If. xlv. 24. 1 

t y parallel to which, both in conſtruction and ſignifi- 
ration, is the phraſe uſed by St John, Aua, Rev. xix. 8, 
The fine linen 1s the righteouſneſs (properly the righteouſneſſrs) 
of the ſaints, g AAS | A 

Vult dicere propheta, in FEHOV AH eſe1yp vr o- 
PTER QUO p Ppeccator reſipiſcenset credens, a peccatis abſolvi, 
et jurs ad benedictionem cœleſtem donari qurat ac debeat : efſe 
allid JEHOV A proprium; ab ipſh quærendum; quod extra 
ipſum non invenitur. V1iTRING. ' 

4 If, xlv. 25, ++ If. Ixi. 10. 
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{inner as I am, with the garments alvation ; 

he hath covered me, defedlive as 4 Magee 
the robe of righteouſneſs : A robe, which hides every fin 
that in thought, word, or decd, I have committed. / 
robe, which ſcreens from the ſword of juſtice, the curly 
of the law, and all the vengeance my iniquities have d ; 
ſerved: arobe, which adorus and dignifies my ſoul; = 
ders it fairer than the moon, clear as the ſun, and mect 
for the inheritance of ſaints in light, | 

Having repreſentcd this righteouſhcſs, in a varie 

grand and charming views,—the prophet farther cha. 
racterizes it, as the unalterable and _—_— origin 
of our juſtification and happineſs. This e diſplays b 
a train of images, bold and ſublime to the laſt c cho 
Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth 
beneath : for the heavens ſhall vaniſh away like ſmeke, 


and the earth ſhall wax old like a garment ; but my ſat: 


vation ſhall be for ever, and my righteouſneſs fhall nit bg 


aboliſhed .—Obſerve the vaſt dimenſions, and the firm 
foundations, both of the upper and the lower world 
How ſtrong, how ſtedfaſt, { 49: all appear! Yet theſe, 
indiſſoluble as yy may ſcem, ſhall periſh.—This ma 
jeſtic globe, on which mountains riſe and oceans roll 
{hall loſe its beautiful gloſs; and be laid aſide, like a 
decayed uſeleſs garment. Even that more majeſtic 
concave, in which ſtars are fixed, and planets revolye 
ſhall be deprived of its very ſuperior luſtre ; and "dig 
niſh away, like the diſſolving fmoke.—Whereas my /a/- 
vation, with all the ſpiritual and heavenly bleſlings in. 
cluded in it, ſhall ſubſiſt and flouriſh for ever, And 
my iel which is the meritorious cauſe of all, 
ſhall be an immoveable foundation for repoſe and hap» 
pineſs.— In ſhort, whether there be moral virtues, 
they ſhall be found wanting; whether there be Chi. 
ſtian graces, they ſhall prove ineffectual; but my con. 
formity to the $i and my obedience unto death, 
neither need addition, nor admit of change; they are a// 
Sufficient in their merit, and in their virtue everlaſting, 


When day ariſes on our benlghted hemiſphere, it 
breaks and ſpreads by a gradual increaſe ; forming, 
firſt, the grey twilight ; next the bluſhing morn ; then 
the ſhining light; till all is heightened into the blaze 
and glow of noon.— When ſpring revilits our wintry 
chme, ſhe alſo advances by gentle degrees: Gr 
ſwells the bud, and protrudes the gem ; then, expands 
the leaf, and unfolds the bloſſom ; the face of things 
is continually changing for the better ; and nature 
ſhews herſelf, almoſt every hour, in ſome new and 
more engaging dreſs.— This leiſurely rouge renders 
the /trong eſſu | ar of the celeſtial orb more ſupport- 
Able; and the lovely expanſions of the vegetable crea- 
tion, more obſervable, —_— 
So 77 7 and increafing are the diſplays of J E- 
SUS CHRIST, exhibited in the ſcriptures: Whoſe 
appearance is unſpeakably more dalighiſul to the ſoul, 
than the emanatipns of orient light are to the eye, or 
the entertainments of the vernal feaſon to our other 
ſenſes.— The gloom of fallen Adam was alleviated by a 
ray from this SUN OF RIGHTEOVUSNES®, 
Abraham and the patriarchs ſaw afar off the bleſſed 
JESU, as the morning ſpread upon the mountains fo 
The p/almi/t and the prophets beheld his nearer ap- 
proaches, like the fun upon the paint of riſing.—. Ic 
the apoſtles and evangeliſts he aroſe, in perfe& luſtre, 
and complete beauty. The grace and the privileges, 


which dawned under other diſpenſations of religion, 


are brought even to meridian light by the goſpel.— This 
T mention, juſt to intimate, what you may expect from 
a following letter. EE 1 

In the mean time, let us attend to the prophet Da- 
niel. He records a meſſage from heaven, which 1$ 
more clearly deſcriptive of this great evangelical bleſ⸗ 
ſing, than all the foreg a | 
der much diſtreſs, and in great perplexity; afflicted 
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own, and his countrymens ſins; anxious for 
the welfare of the choſen nation, and the proſperity 
if true religion: When an angel was diſpatched to 
the holy mourner, - with this moſt chearing news; 
which, received by faith, is the richeſt balm to a 
wounded conſcience, and the only remedy for a guilty 
Seventy weexs are determined upon thy people; 
aud upon thy holy city; to finiſb the tranſgreſſun, and 
mate an end of Jin; to mate reconciliation for iniquity 3 
and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs; *,— This prophecy 
re ates to the MES SIA HI. It foretels, that, in the 
fulneſs of time, he ſhould Anis the tranſgreſſion t; 
reltrain and ſapprels the power of corruption, by pu- 
rifying ta himielf a peculiar people :—ſhould make an 
%%% ſin t; by ſealing up or ſecreting its guilt, and 
totaily aboliſhing its condemning power : —ſhould 
male reconciliation for iniquity, by ſuſtaining the ven- 
-1nce due to finners, aud fully fatisfying the divine 
Fiſtice for all their offences :>thould not barely pu- 
15 but accompliſh and bring in a righteouſneſs ; that 
it may be preſented both to GOD and man ; to GOD, 
for the reparation uf his violated law; to man, for 
the jultification of his obnoxious on :—That this 
righteouſneſs ſhould be everlaſting ; not ſuch as may 
be compared to the morning-cloud, which paſſeth a- 
way; or to the early dew, which is foon dried up; 
but ſuch as will outlaſt the hills, on which the latter 
(ines ; and outlaſt the ſkies, through which the former 
fails: A righteouſneſs, whoſe merits extend to every 
period and every action ot our lives; and when once 
made ours by imputation, remains and will remain 
our unalienable property.—To this all the ſaints, who, 
in ancient generations, pleaſed G3 O D, owe their ac- 
ceptance ; on this, all the children of men, who, in 
future ages, hope for his mercy, muſt rely; by this 
the whole aſſembly of the bleſled will be invariably 
and eternally precious in his nes Loney character ! 
Can it be 1 to any thing leſs, than the righ- 
tcouſneſs of the incarnate G Q D? Surely none can 
imagine, that Daniel would ſpeak in ſuch a magnificent 
ſtrain of any human righteouineſs; ſince, in this very 
chapter, he profeſſedly depretiates himſelf, his fellow- 
faints, and all human performances whatever, 
| forgot, in the proper place, to conſult the pro- 
— Feremiah, Let us now refer ourſelves to his de- 
ermination. Celebrating the SA VIO UR of Ju- 
dah and Iſrael, he ſays, This ts his name, whereby he 
ſhall be called, The LORD OURRIGHTEOU $S+ 
NESS: A determination, ſo clear and ſatisfactory, as 
not to leave, one would almoſt conclude, any room 
for appeal. Should the ſenſe of the paſſage be queſtion- 
ed, 1 think, there cannot be a more authentic expli- 
cation, than the preceding extracts from 1/azah and 
Daniel. And having the unanimous atteſtation of 
two inſpired penmen, we may venture to abide by ſuch 
authority, even in oppoſition to ſome reſpectable 
names.—In the verſe immediately foregoing, the % 
ſential holineſs of the REDEEMER is di 
under the character of the RIGHTEOUS 
BRAN CH.—The ſanctity, which he will impart to 
his ſubjects, is intimated by his executing judgment and 
/'iſtice in the earth. -In the clauſe we, have quoted, 
lis imputed righteouſneſs is foretold and promiſed, — 
Thus the ſeveral ſentences are diſtin& ; the deſcrip- 
tion of the S AVI O UR is complete; and he appears 
perfectly ſuited to the exigencies of a wretched world ; 
ju their warſt eſtate, .cnilaved ta Satan, and in their 
belt, falling ſhort of the glory of G O D.—This there- 


for bis 


world : 


* Dan. ix. 24. +x92 - tn 

| R991 think, muſt fignify more chan to publiſh or proach, 
Had this been all that the angel was commiſſioned to declare 

dub or 4 15 would probably have been uſed —The wor. 

mplies ſuch a bringing in (the original is the ſame) as when 
abel brought his ſacrifice to che altar, for the divine accept- 
ance; and Eſau brought his veniſon into the chamber, for his 
father's uſe, Cen, iv. 4. xvii, 31, 
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fore I take to be the grand and extenſive meaning of 
the 2 not barely, the righteous LORD ; not 
barely, the LORD who infuſes rightequſheſs into 
ſinful fouls ; but the incarnate JEHOVAH *, whoſe 
mediatorial righteouſneſs is, by an act of gracious im- 
utation, ours, to all the intents bf juſtification and 
alvation; ours, as much ours for theſe blefſed purpo- 
les, as if we had wrought it out, each in his own per- 
{on 1. | 
Foreſecing and contemplating theſe bleflings, the 
enraptured Zechariah cries out, Rejoice greatly, O 
daughter of Zion; ſhout, O daughter of Jeruſalem ; be- 
hold, thy King cometh unto thee : he 1s juſt, and ha- 
ving ſalvation, lowly and riding upan an „* and upon a 
colt the foal of an afs 4, —He addrefles himſelf to Zion 
and FJeruſalem, to the eccleſiaſtical and civil communi- 
ty. Perſons of all ranks and of every character, are 
exhorted to rejoice ; to rejoice greatly; nay, to expreſs 
the joy of their heart, by loud Hallelujabs, and tri- 
umphant exc/amations,—W hat is the cauſe of this ge- 
neral delight? what can fill bath church and ſtate 
with ſuch high ſatisfaction? Thy Ring tometh unto 
thee ; even that glorions KING, who rules in hea- 
ven, and rules in the heart; whoſe ſervice is freedom; 
and whoſe laws are love. Hie is juft ; divinely righ- 
teous in his nature, and he cometh to fulfil all righ- 
teouſneſs in thy ſtead. Having ſalvation ; hereby pro- 
curing ſalvation for his people; deliverance from ſin, 
from death and heil; from every evil thou deſerveſt, 
and from every miſery thou feareſt.—That none may 
be diſcouraged, and none deterred, from applying to 
this PRIN CE of peace, he is, amidſt all the honours 
of his ſovereignty, /owly; does not abhor the baſeſt, 
will not deſpiſe the meaneſt ; to the poor his goſpel is 
preached; and for the guilty his benefits are intended, 
As an emblem, as a proof, of this moſt amiable and 
condeſcendin odneſs, he will ride; not like the 
conquerors 0 Ad, in a triumphal chariot, or on a 
richly-capariſoned ſteed ; but upon the moſt mean and 
deſpicable of all animals, an 4ſt; nay, what is ſtill 
more deſpicable, on a rude undiſciplined colt, the 
wayward foal of an afs ||. 


Jer. xxili. 5, 6. In theſe golden, infinitely-better than 
golden verſes, are characterized the divine and the human na- 
tures of CHRIST, together with his mediatorial office. The 
divine nature; in that he enjoys the honours of the GO D- 
HE AD, and poſſeſſes the incommunicable name JEHOVAH. 
-The human nature; in that he was to be raiſed up unto David, 
and (pring as a branch from his root. —The mediatorial office; 
in that he is the righteouſneſs of his people, and the ſalvation 
of ſinners, | 

+ Withus, ſpeaking of the mediatorial rightequſneſs, has 
written in Latin, what 4/paſio expreſſes in Engliſh ; Per illam 
obedientiam tota multitude illorum, qui ad ipſum pertinent, juſti 
conſtituuntur; id t, cenſentur jus habere ad æternam vitam, 
non minus quam fi quilibet eorum in prepria perſona illam obedi- 
entiam praftitiſet, Lib. II. cap. v. | | 

| + Zech. ix. g. 5 

Becauſe ſome profane ſcoffers have preſumed to ridicule 
this very remarkable incident of our LO R D's life, ſome inter- 
preters of note have endeavoured to reſcue it from their abuſive 
attempts, by obſerving, —* That the eaftern aſſes are much 
F larger and more, graceful than ours; that patriarchs and 
«« judges thought it no diſgraee to ride upon them.” ; 

This obſervation has, I fear, more of falſe delicacy, than of 
real truth, or Chriſtian fimplicity. In the patriarchal ages, 15 
acknowledge, perſons of high diſtinction thought it no di 
honour, in their journeys. and proceſſions, to ap on this 
animal. But I very much queſtion, whether the ſame faſhion 
ſubſiſted, or the ſame way of thinking prevailed, in the reign 
of Tiberius Ceſar. See Jam. ili. 3,Nay, Tam ſtrongly in 


clined to ſuſpect, chat this plain primitive cuſtom was ſuperſe- 
ded, even in the days of Zechariah, For long before this time 


I find, that Solomon had four and fallt of bor/er" far his 
chariats, and twelve thiuſand horſemen; and that hor/es were 

brought to him out of Egypt, and divers other countries, 1 Kings 
iv. 26, x. 28. 29. From this period, it is probable, none dur 
the poor and inferior ſort of people rode upon affes, When 
Iſaiah prophefied, the land was full of horſes, II. il. 7. Under 
the Perſian monarchy, when Zechariah flouriſhed, horſes were 


\ 
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And now, — ſince my Theron confeſſes himſelf to be 
miſerable, and poor, and nated : ſince the eyes of his 
underitanding are enhghtened, to ſec the unpurity of 
his heart; the imperfection. of his righteouſneſs ; and 
that he is, in himſelf, a loſt undone ſinner, —wliat ad- 
vice, chearing and falutary, ſhall I ſuggeſt? O! let 
him liſten to an ADVISER, infinitely more able 
and compaſſionate ; liſten to HIM, who is the A N- 
CIENT OF DAYS, and the WISD OM OF GOD; 
I counſel thee, ſays che bleſſed 7E SU &, to buy of me 
gold tried in the fire, that thou mayſt be rich ; and white 
raiment, that thou mayſt be clothed *. Ci What can 
this denote, but all thoſe ſpiritual treaſures, which 
are hid in CHRIST? which are, in meaſure, un- 


ſearchable ; in value, ineſtimable; in duration, eternal. 


-—White raiment / Surely this muſt ſignify the righ- 
teouſneſs of our REDEEMER; which is all purity, 
and all perfection; which clothes the foul, as a moit 
ſuitable and commodious garment ; which covers 
every deformity and every ſin; and preſents the be- 
liever, free from ſhame, and free from blemiſh, before 
the throne of the MAJESTY in the heavens, 


This, to uſe the delicate language, and amiable 


images of [/aiah,—this doctrine, embraced by a reali- 
zing faith, is the only pillow of re, wherewith ye may 
cauſe the weary and heavy-laden foul to find rep and 
this is the ſovereign cordial, prepared by infinite mer- 
cy, for the refre/bment of anxious and deſponding tranſ- 
eſſors. O! let us not be in the number of thoſe 
roud and refractory creatures, who, though Hey in- 
Knitely needed, yet would not hear the gracious news, 
nor receive the unſpeakable benefit. — In this reſpect, 
and in this moſt eminently, 1s that other ſaying of the 
ſame ſublime teacher, true; The LORD of hoſts ſhall 
te for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, to 
the reſidue of his people l. Shall we tear from our tem- 


in ſtill greater repute. Well therefore might the prophet ſay, 
with wonder and delight, —/cwly and riding upon an aſs ! 

Was it a mean attitude? exceedingly mean? mean even to 
contempt I make no ſcruple to grant it: nay, I make my 
boaſt of it! It is for the honour of my LORD's condeſcenſion; 
it is for the utter confuſion of all worldly pomp and grandeur ; 
and it is for the unſpeakable comfort of my ſinful ſoul. —Moſt 
charming humility ! moſt endearing gentleneſs! HE, whorri- 
deth upon the heavens as it were upon an horſe, and maketh the 
clouds his chariot, to atone for my pride, and to encourage my 
hope, diſdained not, in the days of his fleſh, to ride upon an aſs. 
They who would digntyy this action, any otherwiſe than from 


its ever-to-be-admired abaſement, ſeem to have forgoten the 


ſtable and the manger. They who are ended at this circum- 
Pance, and aſhamed to own their LORD in his deep humi- 
lation, have but very imperfectly learned the apoſtle's leflon ; 
GOD forbid, that I ſhould glery, fave in the croſs of CHRIST 
FESUS my LORD. 
Rev. iii. 18. 


* 
* 
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Dear THE RON, 

F IVE me leave to relate an uncommon accident, 
| which happened a little while ago in this neigh- 
bourhood, - and of which I myſelf was a ſpectator.— 
The day was the Sabbath; the place appropriated to 
divine worſhip, was the ſcene of this remarkable affair. 
A boy came running into the church, - breathleſs 
and trembling. He told, but in a low voice, thoſe 
who ſtood near, that a preſs-gang * was advancing to 

| * The reader, it is hoped, will excuſe whatever may appear 
low, or favour of the plebeian, in any of theſe circumſtances, 


Tf Aſpaſio had ſet himſelf to invent the deſcription of a panic, 
he would probably have formed it upon ſome more raiſed and 
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ples, or reject with diſdain this unfading and heaven 
ly ornament, in order to ſubſtitute a mean and tawdry 
chaplet of our own, 

Let me add a pertinent paſſage from one of our ce. 
lebrated dramatic writers; which, it proper in 4; 
ſenſe, will be incomparably more ſo, according to thy 
manner of application. K 


— It were contemning, 
With impious ſelf-ſufficient arrogance, 

This bounty of our G O D, not to accept, 
With every mark of honour, ſuch a gift. 


might proceed to urge this expoſtulation of the 
poct, as I might eaſily have multiplied my quotations 
from holy writ, But, ſtudious of brevity, I leave 
both, without farther enlargement, to your own me- 
ditation, Yet, more ſtudious of my friend's happineſs 
I cannot conclude without wiſhing him an intereſt . 
clear and eſtabliſhed intereſt, in this everlaſting righ- 
teouſneſs of CHRIST. For fo, and fo only, can he 
have everlaſting conſolation and goad hope through grace.— 
1 am, my dear Theron, 


Invielably yours, 


A8$PAS10, 


P. S. Oppoſite to the room in which I write, is 
molt agreeable proſpect of the gardens and the fields; 
theſe covered with herbage, and loaded with corn; 
thoſe adorned with flowers, and abounding with eſcu- 
lents ; all appearing with fo florid and ſo beautiful an 
aſpect, that they really ſeem, in conformity to the 
t/almiſPs deſcription, even to laugh and ing. Let me 
juſt obſerve, that all theſe fine ſcenes, all theſe rich 
productions ſprung, from what? From the diſſolution 
of the reſpective ſeeds. The ſeeds planted by tho 
gardener, and the grain ſowed by the huſbandman, 
firſt periſhed in the ground, and Gen the copious in- 
creaſe aroſe, 

Much in the fame manner, a true faith in CHRIST 
and his righteouſneſs ariſes—from what ? From the 
ruins of ſelt- ſuſſiciency, and the death of perſonal ex- 
cellency. Let me therefore entreat my Theron, ſtill to 
take the diary for his counſellor ; ſtill to keep an eye 
on the depravity of his nature, and the miſcarriages 
of his life. The more clearly we ſee, the more deeply 
we feel, our guilt and our miſery, - the more highly 
{hall we value the obedience of our blefſed SURETY. 
— In ſuch a heart, faith will flouriſh as a roſe, and 
lift up its head like a cedar in Lebanon. To ſuch a 
ſoul, the great REDEEMER's righteouſneſs will be 
welcome, as waters to the thirſty ſail, or as rivers in 
the ſandy deſert. 
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to THERON. 


beſiege the doors, and arreſt the ſallors.— An alarm 


was immediately taken. The ſeamen, with much hur- 


ry, and no ſmall anxiety, began to ſhift for them- 
ſelves. The reſt of the congregation, perceiving an 
unuſual ſtir, were ſtruck with ſurpriſe. — A — mh of 
inquiry ran from ſeat to ſeat ; which increaſed, by der 
grees, into a confuſed murmur. No one could 1n- 
form his neighbour; therefore every one was left to 


dignified incident. But as this was a real matter of fact, which 
lately happened in one of our ſea- port towns; truth, even in 
a plain dreſs, may poſſibly be no leſs acceptable than fiction, 
tricked up with the moſt ſplendid embelliſhments, 


. V. 


ſolve the appearance, from the ſuggeſtions of a ./ mo- 
rous imagination. Some ſuſpected the town was on 
arc. Some were apprehenſive of an invaſion from 
the Spaniards. Others looked up, and looked round, 
to ſee if the walls were not giving way, and the 
roof falling upon their heads. — In a few moments, 
the conſternation became general. The men ſtood 
like ſtatues, in ſilent amazement, and unavailing per- 

lexity. The women {hricked aloud ; fell into hits ; 
funk to the ground in a {woon. Nothing was ecn, 
but 0114 diſorder ; nothing heard, but tumultuous clu- 
11947, Drowned was the preacher's voice. Had he 
{poke in thunder, his meſſage would ſcarce have been 
regarded, To have gone on with his work, amidſt 
ſuch a prodigious ferment, had been like arguing with 
1 whirlwind, or talking to a tempeſt. 

This brought to my mind that great tremendous day, 
when the heavens will paſs away; when the earth 
will be diſſolved; and all its inhabitants receive their 
6nal doom. If, at ſuch incidents of very inferior 
dread, our hearts are ready to fail ; what unknown 
and inconceivable aſtoniſhment muſt ſeize the guilt 
conſcience, when the hand of the ALMIGHT 
mall open thoſe unparallelled ſcenes of wonder, deſo- 
lation, and horror hen the trumpet ſhall ſound, — 
the dead ariſe, the world be in flames, — the JUDGE 
on the throne,—and all mankind at the bar! 

The trumpet ſhall found *, lays the prophetic teacher. 
And how ſtartling, how ſtupendous the ſummons ! 
Nothing equal to it, nothing like it, was ever heard 
through all the regions of the univerſe, or all the re- 
volutions of time. When conilicting armies have diſ- 
charged the bellowing artillery of war, or when vic- 
torious armies have ſhouted for joy of the conqueſt, 
the ſeas and ſhores have rung, the mountains and 
plains have echoed. But the ſhout of the archangel, 
and the trump of G OD, will reſound from pole to 

ole; will pierce the centre, and ſhake the pillars of 

eaven,—Stronger, ſtranger ſtill! it will penetrate e- 
ven the deepeſt receſſes of the tomb. It will 
amazing thunder into all thoſe abodes of ſilence. The 
dead, the very dead, ſhall hear. 

When the trumpet has founded, the dead ſhall a- 
riſe —In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, the 
graves open, the monumental piles are cleft aſunder, 
and the nations under-ground ſtart into day. What 
an immenſe harveſt of men and women, ſpringing up 
from the caverns of the earth, and the depths of the 
{ea! Stand a while, my foul, and conſider the wonder- 
ful ſpectacie.—Adam formed in paradiſe, and the babe 
born but yeſterday, the earheſt ages, and lateſt gene- 
rations, meet upon the fame level. Fews and Gen- 
tiles, Greeks and Barbarians, people of all climes and 
languages, unite in the promiſcuous throng. Here, 
thoſe vait armies, which, like ſwarms of locuſts, co- 
vered countries; which, with an irreſiſtible ſweep, 
over-run empires; here they all appear, and here they 
all are loſt ; loſt like the {mall drop of a bucket, when 
plunged into the unfathomable and boundleſs ocean. 
—O: the multitudes! the multitudes | which theſe 
eyes {hall ſurvey, when GOD calleth the heavens from 
above, and the earth, that he may judge his people. 
What ſhame muſt fluſh the guilty cheek! what an- 

iſh wound the polluted breaſt ! to have all their 

Ithy practices, and infamous tempers, expoſed be- 
fore this innumerable croud of witnefles !—Fly, my 
Theron; and fly, my ſoul; inſtantly let us fly, ear- 
neſtly let us fly, to the purifying blood of JESUS; 
that all our fins may be blotted out; that we may be 
found unblameable and unreproveable, in the preſence 
of the afſembled world; and, what is infinitely more 
to be revered, in the ſight of the omnipotent G O D. 
When the ſwarm iſſues, the hive will burn. There 
15 no more need of this habitable globe. The elect 
have fought the good fight, and finiſhed their courle. 


1 Cor, xv. 82. 
No xn, q 
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The wicked have been tried, and found incorrigible. 


The important drama is ended: every actor has per- 
tormed his part : now therefore 4 — are taken 
down, and the ſtage is demoliſhed. Mo be ta the earth, 
and to the works thereof / Its ſtreams are turned into 
pitch, its duſt into brimſtone; and the breath of the 
ALMIGHTY, like a torrent of fire, enkindles the 
whole. See! ſee! how the conflagration rages,— 
{preads,—prevails over all! The foretits are in a blaze, 
and the mountains are wrapt in flame. Cities, king- 
doms, continents, ſink in the burning deluge. Lon- 
don, Britain, Europe are no more. "Through all the 
receptacles of water, through all the tracts of land, 
through the whole extent of air, nothing is diſcerne 
able, but one vaſt, prodigious, fiery ruin. Where 
now are the treaſures of the covetous ? where the po/- 


/eſfions of the mighty? where the delights of the vo- 


luptuary !'—How wiſe, how happy are they, whoſe 
portion is lodged in heavenly maniions | Their inhe- 
ritance is incorruptible and undefiled ; ſuch as the laſt 
fire cannot reach, nor the diflolution of nature impair. 

But ſee! the azure vault cleaves; the expanſe of 
heaven is rolled back like a ſcroll ; and the ] UDGE, 
the JUDGE appears! He cometh, cries a mighty ſe- 
raph, the herald of his approach, he cometh to judge 


the world in righteouſneſs, and miniſter true judgment un- 


to the people He cometh, not as formerly, in the 
habit of a ſervant, but clad with uncreated glory, and 
magnificently attended with the armies of heaven. 
Angels and archangels ſtand before him, and ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand of thoſe celeſtial ſpirits 
miniſter unto him.—Behold him, ye faithful follow- 
ers of the LAMB; and wonder and love. This is 
HE, who bore all your iniquities on the ignominious 
croſs. This is H E, who fulfilled all righteouſneſs for 
the juſtification of your perſons. — Behold him, ye 
deſpiſers of his grace; and wonder and periſh, This 
is HE, whoſe merciful overtures you have contemn- 
ed, and on whoſe precious blood you have trampled. 
The great white throne &, beyond deſcription auguſt 
and formidable, is erected. 'The KING of heaven, 
the LORD of glory, takes his ſeat on the dreadful 
tribunal. Mercy, on his right hand, diſplays the olive- 
branch of peace, and holds forth the crown of righ- 
teouſneſs. Fuſtice, on his left, poiſes the impartial 
ſcale, and unſheaths the ſword of vengeance. While 
Wiſdom and Holineſs, brighter than ten thouſand ſuns, 
beam in his divine aſpect. What are all the preceding 
events, to this new ſcene of dignity and awe? The 
peals of thunder, ſounding in the archangel's trum- 
pet; the blaze of a burning world, and the ſtrong 
convulſions of expiring nature ; the unnumbered my- 


riads of human creatures, ſtarting into inſtantaneous 


exiſtence, and thronging the aſtoniſhed ſkies ; all theſe 
ſeem familiar incidents, compared with the appear- 
ance of the incarnate EH O V A H.—Amazement, 
more than amazement, is all around. Terror and 
glory unite in their extremes. From the ſight of his 
majeſtic eye, from the inſupportable ſplendors of his 
face, the earth itſelf and the very heavens flee away . 
—How then? oh! how ſhall. the ungodly /ftand? 
ſtand in his angry preſence, and draw near to this 
conſuming fire? 

Yet draw near they muſt, and take their trial, 
their deciſive trial at his righteous bar. Every action 
comes under examination. For each idle word they 
muſt give account. Not ſo much as a ſecret thought 
eſcapes this exact ſcrutiny, —How ſhall the criminals, 
the impenitent criminals, either conceal their guilt, 
or elude the ſentence? They have to do with a ſagaci- 
ty too keen to be deceived, with a power too ſtro 
to be reſiſted, and (O! terrible, terrible 8 
with a ſeverity of moſt juſt diſpleaſure, that will never 
relent, never be entreated more. What ghaſtly deſpair 
lours on their pale looks! What racking agonies rend 

Rev. xx. 11. T. Rev. , 11. 
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their diſtractred hearts! The bloody axe and the tor- 
turing wheel, are eaſe, are down, compared with their 
prodigious wo. And (O holy GOD! wonderful in 
thy doings! fearful in thy judgments !) even this pro- 
digious wo is the gentleſt of viſitations, compared 
with that — 1 and wrath, which are hanging 
over their guilty head, — which are even now falling 
on all the ſons of rebellion, —which will plunge them 
deep in aggravated and endleſs deſtruction. 


And is there a laſt day? and muſt there came 
A ſure, a fi d, irrevocable doom © | 


Surely then, to uſe the words of a pious prelate *, it 
ſhould be“ the main care of our lives and deaths, 
« what ſhall give us peace and acceptation before the 
« dreadful tribunal of G O D. What but righteouſ- 
« neſs? What righteouſneſs or whoſe ? Ours or 
« CHRIS T's? Ours, in the inherent graces wrought 
„ in us, in the holy works wrought by us? or 
« CHRIST's, in his moſt perfect obedience and 
« meritorious ſatisfaction, wrought for us, and ap- 
« plied to us? The Popi/h faction is for the former. 
« We Proteſtants are for the latter. GOD is as di- 
« rect on our fide, as his word can make him; muy 
« where blazoning the defects of our own righteouſ- 
<« neſs, every where extolling the perfect obedience 
„ of our REDEEMER'.” 

Behold ! ſays the everlaſting KING, I lay in Zion, 


for a foundation, a ſtone ; a tried ſtone ; a precious corner- 


ſtone; a ſure foundation: HE THAT BELIEVETH, 
SHALL NOT MAKE HASTE T. As this text contains 
ſo noble a diſplay of our S A VI O U R's conſummate 
ability for his great work ; as it is admirably calcula- 
ted to preſerve the mind from diſtreſſing fears, and to 
ſettle it in a ſteady tranquillity ; you will give me 
leave to touch it curſorily with my pen; juſt as I 
ſhould deſcant upon it in converſation, was I now fit- 


ting in one of your, agreeable arbours, and enjoying 


your more agreeable company. 

How beautiful the gradation ! how lively the deſcrip- 
tion! and how very important the practical improve- 
ment! or, I might ſay, the inſcription which 1s en- 

ven on this wonderful ſtone.—Behold / Intended to 
rouſe and fix our moſt attentive regard. The GOD 
of heaven ſpeaks. He ſpeaks, and every ſyllable is 
balm ; every ſentence is rich with conſolation. If 
ever therefore we have ears to hear, let it be to this 
SPEAKER, and on this occaſion. 

A flone. Every thing elſe is ſliding fand; is yield- 
ing air; is a breaking bubble. Wealth will prove a vain 


ſhadow ; honour an empty breath; pleaſure a deluſory 


dream; our own righteouſneſs a ſpider's web. If on 
theſe we rely, diſappointment muſt enſue, and ſhame 
be inevitable. Nothing but CHRIS 7, nothing but 
CHRIST, can ſtably ſupport our ſpiritual intereſts, 
and realize our expectations of true happineſs. And, 
bleſſed be the divine goodneſs! he is, for this purpoſe, 


not a ſtone only, but 


A tried ſtone. Tried, in the days of his humanity, 
by all the vehemence of temptations, and all the 
weight of afflictions ; yet, like gold from the furnace, 


rendered more ſhining and illuſtrious by the fiery 


ſcrutiny.— Tried, under the capacity of a SAVIOUR, 
by millions and millions of depraved, wretched, ruin- 
ed creatures; who have always found him perfectly able, 


and as perfectly willing, to expiate the moſt enormous 


guilt, —to deliver from the moſt inveterate corruptions, 
—and fave, to the very uttermoſt, all that come un- 


to G OD through him. | 


A corner-ſtone : which not only ſuſtains, but unites 
the edifice ; incorporating both Fews and Gentiles, 
believers of various languages, and manifold denomi- 
nations, —here in one harmonious bond of brotherly 


love, —hereafter in one common participation of eter- 


nal joy. | 


» Biſhop Hall. + If. XXviii. 16. 


T 


Lex e of V. 


A precious ſtone. More precious than rubics ; th 
pearl of great price; and the deſire of all nat, 2 
Precious, with regard to the divine dignity of hig 50 
ſon, and the unequalled excellency of his mediat = 
offices. In theſe, and in all reſpects, greater thas 5. 
nab, —-wiſer than Solomon, — fairer than the childre Je. 
men,—chiefeſt among ten thouſand,—and, to tha 0 


wakened ſinner, or enlightened believer, altogether 


lovely *. 

4 ſure foundation ; ſuch as no preffare can ſha. . 
equal, more than equal to every weight; even to 55 
the heavieſt load in the world.>-The Rack 77 ihe, 
ſuch as never has failed, never will fail, thoſe hy LA, 
penitents, who caſt their burden upon the LO RD 
REDEEMER; who roll all | their guilt, and f 
their whole hopes, on this immoveable baſis.— Or I 
the words may be rendered, a foundation ||! 4 3 
tion!“ There is a fine ſpirit of vehemency in the ſha. 
tence, thus underſtood. It ſpeaks the language of 5 
ultation, and expreſſes an important diſcovery. Th 
which mankind infinitely want ; that which mule; 
tudes ſeek, and find not; it is here! it is here! This 
this is the foundation for their pardon, their peace 
their eternal felicity. | 

Whejoever believeth, though preſſed with adverſities 
or ſurrounded by dangers, all not make haſte | : but, 
free from tumultuous and perplexing thoughts pre. 
ſerved from raſh and precipitate ſteps, he ſhall polled; 
his foul in patience ; knowing the ſufficiency of thoſe 
merits, and the fidelity of that grace, on which he 
has repoſed his confidence, ſhall quietly and without 

turbation wait for an expected end.—And not on- 
ly amidit the perilous or diſaſtrous changes of life 
but even in the day of everlaſting judgment, ſuch 


* Cant, v. 16. + Fundamentum fundatiſſimum, 

t Roll—'This is the exact ſenſe of the ſacred phraſe, MT: 
N 53 Pal, xxii. 8. xxxvii. 5. Prov. xvi. 3. I am not Ignorant 
that tome People have preſumed to cenſure, and many have 
been /by of 'ufing, this bold and vigorous metaphor : which 
nevertheleſs appears to me, of all others the moſt juſt, thc 
moſt {igniſicant, and therefore the moſt truly beautiful. a 

A burden, that is manageable and comparatively light, we 
caſt, we throw, But that which is extremely ponderous and 
quite unwieldy, we move only by rolling. Accordingly, 
ſtones of an enormous ſize, are called by the oriental writers 
ones of rolling, Ezra v. 8.—Conſider the exprefiion in this 
view, and nothing can repreſent, with greater or with equal 
energy, that prodigious load, which, heavier than the ſand of 
the ſea, oppreſſes the guilty conſcience. By ſubſtituting any 
other word, we enfeeble and dilute the ſenſe; we loſe the ca- 
pital and ſtriking idea. 

Vain man would be wiſe. Let him not then, for the credit 
of his ingenuity, adventure to correct the language of omni- 
ſcience. 'This, if any thing in nature, is 

Periculaſæ plenum opus aleæ. 
This will be ſure to diſcover, not his fine taſte, but his grovel- 
ling apprehenſion, and his rampant pride. To improve, with 
the painter's bruſh, the glowing colours of the rainbow ; to 
heighten, by fuller's ſoap, the luſtre of the new-fallen ſnows ; 
would be a more modeſt attempt, and a much eafier taſk, than 
to make an index expurgatorius, or a table of errata, when 
the SPIRIT of inſpiration dictates. 7000 TD 

+ Shall nat make haſte, U RY This metaphorical exprel- 
ſion, though it might be very intelligible to an Hebrew, is, to 
an Engliſh reader, like ſome fine picture placed in a diſadvanta- 
geous light. We may poſſibly illuſtrate the prophet's meaning, 
and exemplify his aſſertion, if we compare the conduct of 
Moſes, with that of the 1/raelites, on viewing the fatal cata- 


ſtrophe of Dathan and Abiram.— When the earth trembled un- 


der their feet ; when the ground opened its horrid jaws ; when 
the preſumptuous finners went down alive into the pit ; when 
the tremendous chaſm cloſed upon the ſcreaming wretches ; the 
children of 1/rael, it is written, fled at the cry of them; fled 


in wild and haſty confuſion; for they /aid, Left the earth ſwal- 


low us up alſo.— But Moſes, who denounced the dreadful doom; 
Moſes, who was ſure of the divine protection; Moſes made no 
ſuch precipitate or diſorderly haſte. He ſtood calm and compoſed; 
ſaw the whole alarming tranſaction, without any uneaſy emo- 
tions of fear, or any unneceſſary attempts to eſcape. 80 that 
his behavicur ſeems to be a clear and appoſite comment on J. 
faiah's phraſe, See Numb. xvi. 
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LET. V. | | 
perſons ſhall Hand with boldneſs. —They ſhall look up 


to the grand A R BITRATO R,—look round on all 
the ſolemnity of hisappearance,—look torward to the 
unalterable ſentence, —and neither feel anxiety, nor 


fear damnation. 
Such, in that day of terrors, Mall be ſeen 
Ty face the thunders with a godlike men. 
The planets drop : their thoughts are fix'd above : 
The centre ſhakes ; their hearts diſdain to move. 


lis portion of ſcripture, which, I hope, will both 
delivht and edify my friend, recalls our attention to 
the tabject of my preſent letter to thoſe propitia- 
tory ſufferings, and that juſtifying righteouſneſs, 
which, imputed to ſinners, are the ground of their 
comfort, and the bulwark of their ſecurity. And 
what ſay the writers of the New Te/tament upon this 
point ? they, whole underſtandings were opened by 
the WONDERFUL COUNSELLOR?” to 
diſcern the meaning of the ancient oracles; who 
muſt therefore be the moſt competent judges of their 
true import, and our ſureſt guides in ſettling their 
ſenſe Do they patronize our interpretation of the 
prophets ? do they ſet their ſeal to the authenticity of 
our doctrine ? 


St Late, in his eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, has preſerved 
this weighty declaration of the apoſtles ; We believe, 
that, through the grace of ur LORD FESUS 
CHRIST, we ſhall be ſaved even as they &. 
Here the thing is implied, St Peter, in the introduc- 
tion to one of his theological epiſtles, thus addreſſes 
his happy correſpondents: To them that have obtained 
like precious faith, in the righteouſneſs 4 of our GOD and 
SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST. Herethepoint 
is expreſsly aſſerted. With equal clearneſs is the doc- 
trine delivered by Matthew the evangeliſt; Seet ye fir/? 
= 3 #7 a ne his eee . nb 2 
the kingdom 0 mean! n experience o E 
power, and an enjoyment of the privileges of the goſpel. 
What are we to underſtand by hig righteouſneſs ? Sure- 
ly, the righteouſneſs which is worthy of this grand 
appellation, and peculiar to that bleſſed inſtitution. 

pp peculiar ſtitution. 

Would we learn, what is the great and diſtinguiſhing 
peculiarity of the goſpel? St Paul informs us; There- 
in the righteouſneſs of GOD is revealed, from faith to 
faith. As this text leads us into the epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans ;j—as this epiſtle is, for the propriety of its me- 
_ pr well y for the 4 . doctrine, 
ingularly excellent, —it may not be amis to examine 
ils ſtructure, and inquire into its deſign. 

The apoſtle writes to a promiſcuous people; who 
— com parry — Judaym, partly mm 
entitnfm. His aim is, to e at the very root 0 
their former errors reſpectively, to turn them 20 
to the ſuperabundant grace of 6 OD, and eſtabliſ 
them ſolely on the all-ſufficient merits of CHRIST. 

The Gentiles were, for the molt part, groſsly igno- 
rant of G0 D, and ſtupidly negligent of inviſible in- 
tereſts. If any among them had a ſenſe of religion, 
their virtues, they imagined, were meritorious of all 
that the DEITY could beſtow. If they fell into 
lin; ſin, they ſuppoſed, might caſily be obliterated 
tepentance, or compenſated by a train of ſacrifices ||. 

* Acts xv. 11. 

T 2 Pet. i. 1. The phraſe is 1:5» auh e, Tf we retain 

2 i tranſlation, it proves another very momentous 
1 : that the righteouſneſs of our GOD, even of our S A VA. 
. JES US CHRIST, is the one meritorious procuring 
ale of all ſpiritual bleſſings ; of faith, as well as of fruition; 
of 8 as well as of glory. t Matth. vi. 333 
de WI T'SIL Animadver ſiones Irenicæ, cap. vii —A choice 
wm of poiemical divinity, perhaps the very beſt that is 
r which the moſt important controverſies are fairly 
ated, accurately diſcuſſed, and judiciouſly determined; with 
a perſpicuity of ſenſe, and a ſolidity of reaſoning, exceeded by 


nothing, but the remarkable conciſeneſs, and the {till more re- 
markable candour of the ſentiments. . 


little 
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A few of their judicious ſages taught, that the moſt 
probable means of ſecuring the divine favour, was a 
ſincere reformation of life. ae 

The Fes, it is well known, placed a mighty de- 
pendence on their affinity to Abraham, and the covenant 
made with their fathers; on their adherence to the 
letter of the moral law, and their ſcrupulous perform- 
ance of ceremonaal inſtitutions : — Gentiles and Fews 
agreeing in this miltake, that they looked for the pardon 
of guilt, and the attainment of happineſs, from ſome 
ſervices done, or ſome qualities acquired by themſelves. 

Againſt theſe errors the zealous apoſtle draws his 
pen. He enters the liſts like a true champion of 
CHRIST, in the moſt ſpirited and heroic manner i- 
maginable. I am not aſhamed of the goſpel of CHRIST. 
for, however it may be deemed fooliſhneſs by the po- 
lite Greeks, or prove a ſtumbling- block to the carnal 
Jews, it is the power of GOD unto * ſalvation ; it is 
the grand inſtrument, which he has ordained for his 
blefled purpoſe, and which he will certainly crown 
with the deſired ſucceſs. —Whence has the goſpel this 
very peculiar power? Becauſe therein a rag hteouſneſe 
is revealed; a true and perfect righteouſneſs, which 
obliterates all guilt, and furniſhes a ſolid title to cter- 
nal life. What righteouſneſs is this! The righteouſ- 
neſs not of man, but of GOD; which was promiſed 
by GOD in the ſcriptures ; was introduced by GOD 
in the perſon of his SON; and, on account of its 
conſummate excellency, is both acceptable and avail- 
able in his fight. 

This righteouſneſs is from faith tofaith 4 ; held forth, 
as it were, by a promiſing G O D, and apprehended 
by a believing ſoul: who, firſt, gives a firm aſſent to 
the goſpel ; then, cordially accepts its bleſſings ; from a 
conviction that the doctrine is true, paſſes to a perſua- 
ſion that the privileges are his own, When this is 
effected, a foundation is laid for all happineſs ; a prin- 
ciple 1s wrought, to produce all holineſs. 

But why was it requiſite, that ſuch a righteouſneſs 
ſhould be provided by G OD, and revealed in the go- 
ſpel ?—Becauſe both Gentile and Few neither poſſeſſed, 
nor could attain, any righteouſneſs of their own ; and 
this righteouſneſs, though ſo abſolutely neceſſary for 
their fallen ſtate, was infinitely remote from all hu- 
man apprehenſions. The latter affertion is ſelf-evi- 
dent. The former is particularly demonſtrated. — 
Firſt, with regard to the Gentiles ; the generality of 
whom were abandoned to the moſt ſcandalous exceſſes; 
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and they who had eſcaped the grofler pollutions, fell 


ſhort in the duties of natural D with 
regard to the Fews ; many of whom lived in open 
violation of the external commandment; and not one 


of them acted up to the internal purity required by 


the Moſaic precepts. From which premiſes, this con- 
cluſion is deduced; that each of them had tranſgreſſed 
even their own rule of action; that all of them were, 
on this account, utterly inexcuſable ; therefore by the 
works of the law, — 5 dictated hy reaſon, or deli- 
vered by Meſes, no mortal can be juſtified | in the ſight 
of GOD. 


The Oeconomia Federum, written by the ſame hand, is a bod 


by of divinity ; in its method ſo well digeſted, —in its doctrines fo 


truly evangelical, —and (what is not very uſual with our ſyſte- 
matic writers) in its language ſo refined and elegant, —in its 
manner ſo affectionate and animating, that I would venture to 
recommend it to every young ſtudent in divinity : I would 
not ſcruple to riſk all my reputation upon the merits of this 
performance; and I cannot but lament it, as one of ttiy great- 
eſt loſſes, that I was no ſooner acquainted with this moſt excel- 
lent author.—All whoſe works have ſuch a deli of com- 


poſition, and ſuch a ſweet ſavour of holineſs, that I know 


not any compariſon more proper to repreſent their true F. 


ter, than the golden pot which had manna; and was - outward- 


ly, bright with burniſhed gold, —inwardly, rich with heavenly 
2 * Rom. i. 16. + Rom. i. 17. 
1 Reni. iii. 20, There ſeems to be a kind of humbling or 


_ degrading turn in the apoſtle's language, zo caz3, which may 
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treats of the moral law, 
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Leſt any ſhould imagine, that righteouſneſs may be 
obtained, if not by a conformity to the law of nature, 
or the law of Meſes, yet by an obſervation of evange- 
lical ordinances ; he farther declares, that ſinners are 
juſtified freely, without any regard to their own en- 
dowments ; through the redemption, the complete re- 
demption of JESUS CHRIST“: after ſuch a 
manner, as may lay them low in humiliation, even 
while it exalts them to the kingdom of heaven: after 
ſuch a manner, as may bring life and ſalvation to their 
ſouls, while all the glory reverts to G ON the F A- 
THER, and his SON FESUS CHRIST. 


In the proſecution of this very momentous ſubject, 
our ſacred diſputant removes an objection, which is 
as common, as it is plauſible. Do we make void the law 
through faith? Do we render it a vain inſtitution ; 
ſuch as never has been, never will be fulfilled !— GOD 
forbid! This were a flagrant diſhonour to the divine 
LEGISLATOR and his holy commandments ; 
ſuch as we would abhor, rather than countenance.— 
Oa the contrary, we ry the law 4; not only as 
we receive it for a rule of life, but as we expect no 
ſalvation without a proper, without a perfect confor- 
mity to its injunctions.—How can this be effected? 
By qualifying its ſenſe, and foftening it into an eaſier 
ſyſtem? This were to vacate the law; to deprive it 
of its honours ; and hinder it from attaining the due 
end, either of obedience or condemnation. No; but 
we eſtabliſh the law, by believing in that great M E- 
DIA TOR, who has obeyed its every precept; ſut- 
tained its whole penalty; and fatisfied all its require- 
ments, in their utmoſt extent. 

Farther to corroborate his ſcheme, he proves it from 
the renowned examples of Abraham and David. — The 
inſtance of Abraham 1s ſo clear, that it wants no com- 
ment. Any paraphraſe would rather obſcure, than 
illuſtrate it. The other, derived from the teſtimony 
of the Haim, may admit the commentator's tool : 
yet not to hammer it into a new form, but only to 
clear away the rubbiſh ; to reſcue — 2 miſrepreſer - 
tation, and place it in a true light. Even as David 
deſcribeth the K of the man, to whom G0 D im- 
puteth righteouſneſs without works, ſaying, Bleſſed are 
they, whoſe 11 1s forgiven, and whoſe fins 
are covered : Bleſſed is the man, to whom the LORD 


 avill not impute ſin 4. Here is imputation aflerted ;— 


the imputation of rig hteouſneſs ;—of righteouſnefs 
without works ; without any reſpect to, or any co-ope- 
ration from, any kind of human works. It is a blef- 
ſing vouchſafed to the ungodly ; not founded on a 


freedom from ſin, but procuring a remiſſion of its 


lt. | 
© Sean, I know, have attempted to reſolve all the 


force of this paſſage, into an argument for the /ame- 
neſs of pardon an 
undertakes to prove, not that forgiveneſs and juſtifi- 


juſtification. Whereas the apoſtle 
cation are identically the ſame, but that both are ab- 


ſolutely free. To maintain which poſition, he argues, 
„ This doctrine is as true, as it is comfortable. It 
„ agrees with the experience, and has received the at- 


<« teſtation of David. When he ſpeaks of the bleſſed 
« and happy man, he deſcribes him, not as an inno- 


cent, but guilty perſon ; not as having any claim 


« to the divine favour, on account of deſerving per- 
« formances, or recommending properties; but as 


« owing all his acceptance to that ſovereign grace, 


« which forgives iniquities, and blots out fin. Such is 


poſſibly be preſerved in the tranſlation, no mortal. We may | 


arther obſerve the very nice and exact manner of the ſacred 
argumentation. Leſt it ſnould be ſaid, and from the authori- 
ty of St James, a man is juſtified by works ; our unerring 
writer tacitly allows, that before men this is practicable, before 


men this is proper; but not *xw av, not before GD. 


* Rom. ili. 24. Den. 
+ Rom. iii. 31. An inconteſtable proof, that the apoſtle 
+ Rom. iv. 6. 7. 
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& the ca with regard to that evangelical ju 
&« which we bebach. Even as ; it is, in t 
« its vouchſafement, perfectly ſimilar to the 
celebrated by the p/almi/?.”—The apoſtle's eye ; 
not ſo directly upon the nature of the privilege 10 Is 
on the freeneſs with which it is granted. Nor os x 
infer from the tenor of his reaſoning, that to be bo 
given, is the ſame as to be juſtified only that both _ 
acts of infinitely-rich mercy, deſigned for ſinners = 
miſed to ſinners, beſtowed on ſinners; whohave nothios 
nothing of their own, either to boaſt, or to plead. ® 

In the fifth chapter, from verſe the tweltth to the 
end, the ſacred penman points out the cauſe, and cx 

lains the method of juſtification, Of which this i 
the ſum :—That CHRIST, in purſuance of the * 
venant of grace, fulfilled all righteouſneſs in the icaq 
of his people: — That this righteouſneſs, being per 
formed for them, is imputed to them — That, * 
tue of this gracious imputation, they are abſolved 
from guilt, and entitled to bliſs; as thoroughly ab. 
ſolved, and as fully entitled, as if in their owa per- 
ſons they had undergone the expiatory ſufferings, and 
yielded the meritorious obedience, — Leſt it thou 
ſeem ſtrange, in the opinion of a Few or a Gentile, t, 
hear of being juſtified by the righteouſneſs of aufe 
the wary apoſtle urges a parallel caſe, recorded in the 

Fewiſh revelation, but ratified by univerſal * experi. 
ence; namely, our being condemned for the unrish. 
teouſneſs of another. In this reſpect, he obſerye; 
Adam was a type of our LORD; or 4 figure of }in 
that was to come f. The relations the fame, but the 
effects happily reverſed. Adam the head of his poſte- 
rity; CHRIST the head of his people. Adam's f 
was imputed to all his natural deſcendents; CERIST'; 
righteouſneſs is imputed to all his ſpiritual offspring. 
Adam's tranſgreſſion brought death into the world, 
and all our Wo; CHRIS T's obedience brings lit: 
and all our happineſs J. — The whole cloſes with this 
very obvious and no leſs weighty inference ; Therefire, 
as, by the offence of one, 1 came upon all men to 
condemnation ; even ſo, by the righteouſneſs of one, the 

free gift came upon all men unto juſtification of life . 

I do not recollect any other ſimilitude, which the 
apoſtle ſo minutely ſifts, and ſo copiouſly unfolds, Ile 
explains it; he applies it; he reſumes it; he dwells 
upon it; and ſcarcely knows how to deſiſt from it. | 
am ſure, you will not blame me, if I imitate the {4- 
cred author; revert to the ſubject ; and quote another 
paſſage from the ſame paragraph, — Much more ſoa! 
they who recerve abundance of grace and of the pift f 
righteouſneſs, reign in life by one, FESUS CHRIST „ 
Here, I am ready to think, the inſpired writer puts 
a difference between the two grand bleſſings purchalcd 
by EMMAN UEL, remiſſion and righteouſnels ++. 
For who are the perſons which receive abundance 
of grace? They, I apprehend, that, having ſinned 
much, have much forgiven.—Who are the perſons 
which receive abundance of the gift of righteouſnc * 
They that, having in their own conduct wrought out 
none, which will bear the teſt of G O D's impartial 
ſcrutiny, have one placed to their account, which the 
all- ſeeing eye of heaven approves. —However, whether 
the diſtinction I have ventured to propoſe, be fanciful 
or ſubſtantial, of this I am perſuaded, that the gift of 


* By the pains and death which infants, in every nation, 
endure : which are unqueſtionably puniſhments, and to which 
they are doomed by the righteous judgment of G OD. 

x Rom. v. 14, 

+ Pnemadmodum, peccatum Adami, ſays Bengelius, ſine peccd- 
tis qua poftea commiſimus, mortem attulit nobis; fic Juſtitia 
CHRISTI, fine bonis operibus, que deinceps a nobis fiunt, vi. 
tam nobis conciliat. That is, As the fin of Adam, without an 
concurrence of the ſins, which we ourſelves reſpectively com- 
mit, occaſioned our ruin; ſo the righteouſneſs of CH R [ TT, 
abſtracted from all conſideration of our perſonal obedience, 
procures our recovery. | Rom. v. 18. 4 Rom. v. 7. 

++ Non tantum peccata ſublata, ſed juſtitia præſlita. 


ſtiſication, 
e manner gf 


bleſſednef, 


3 
LET. V A 8 P A I 8 Oo 


richtebuſneſs * muſt ſignify a rightcouſmeſs, not ori- 
vinally their own, but another's ; not what they them- 
{ves have acquired, but what was fulfilled by their 
<URETY; and is, by an act of heavenly indul- 
gence, conſigned over to them. Accordingly, it 1s 
repreſented, not as a 2, but as a gift ; and thoſe 
who are intereſted in it, are ſtyled not workers, but 
ivers. | 
e but faintly copy the apoſtolic example, if 1 
did not once again avail myſelf of this important to- 
pic. gufler me, therefore, to tranſcribe one more verſe 
trom this admirable chapter. As by the diſobedience of 
gne man, many were made Jinners ; fo, by the obedience of 
me, ſhall many be made righteous : — The diſobedience 
if ene, is the diſobedience of Adam,; his actual tranſ- 
wreflion of the divine law. Hereby many were made 
l/ mers ; linners, in ſuch a ſenſe, as to become obno- 
"vious unto condemnation and death. All this, I think, 
js, from the apoſtle's own words, indiſputable. And 


if we would preſerve the propriety of his antitheſis, 


or the force of his reaſoning, we muſt allow, that the 
wedicnce of one is the obedience of CHRIST ; his ac- 
tual and complete performance of the whole law. 
Hereby many are made righteous ; righteous in ſuch a 
jenle, as to be releaſed from condemnation, and veſt- 
ed with a title to life eternal.-How clear and eaſy is 
this meaning | how juſt and regular this argumenta- 
tion! What ſubtilty of evaſion mult be uſed, to give 
a different turn to the inſtructive text! 

This is the moſt conſiſtent ſenſe in which I can un- 
derſtand Rom. viii. 5. That the righteouſneſs of the 
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the fleſh, 
but after the SPIRIT: That the righteouſneſs re- 
quired by the holy but broken law, might be tho- 
roughly accompliſhed ; accompliſhed by our public 
REPRESENTATIVE, and in our human nature; fo. 
as to be deemed, in point of legal eſtimation, fulfilled 
/or us and by us f. This, I fay, is moſt conſiſtent with 
the tenor of St Paul's arguing, and with the exact 
import of his language. Mith the tenor of his arguing : 
for he undertakes to demonſtrate the impaſſibility of 
our juſtification, by any perſonal conformity to the 
law. Whereas, if we could fatisfy its penalty, and 
obey its precepts ; or, in other words, fulfil its righ- 
teouſneſs; this impoſſibility would ceaſe. — With the 
exact import of his language: for the original phraſe 
denotes, not a ſincere, but a complete obedience ; not 
what we are enabled to perform, but what the law 


I cannot but wonder at the aſſertion of a late writer, who 
roundly declares, ** That there is not one word in this whole 
chapter relating to the antecedent obedience of CHRIST'S 
life, but exprefling only his paſſive obedience.”--Muſt then this 
group of expreſſions—sxaprnr—Ina:uua—vraxo—be confined bare- 
ly to the ſufferings of our LORD? To put ſuch a ſenſe upon 
the words of the apoſtle, is, according to my apprehenſion, 
not to hear his voice, but to gag his mouth; not to acqui- 
elcc in the ſacred oracles, but to make them ſpeak our own 
incaning.—Beza, who perhaps is inferior to no critic, with re- 
2ard to a matſterly ſkill in the Creek language, thus explains 
bai, Tuſtificationis eft materia, nempe CHRISTI obedien- 
tia; cujus imputatio nos juſtos facit, —Mintert, in his accurate 
and copious lexicon for the Greek Teftament, gives this inter- 


pretation of #nawarn; Opera CHISTO a Patre praſcripta hoc 


nomine veniunt; nimirum omnia que ab ipſo præſtanda erant, tam 
ad legis divine impletionem, quam ad generis humani redempti- 
nem: gue nobis imputata, et per idem accepta, faciunt ut co- 
am DEQ juſtificemur,— And as for vr*", ſurely that cannot, 
without the utmoſl violence to its native ſignification, be fo ap- 
Plicd to the paſſive, as to exclude the active obedience. The con- 
'rary notion, if an artful diſputant ſhould eſpouſe it, might 
appear ſomewhat plauſible; but this has not the leaſt air of 
probability. © | 
t Rom. v. 1 9. I 

It is remarked by a judicious critic, and very valuable expo- 
litor, that the prepoſition « ſometimes {ignifies by or fer; and 


is fo tranſlated, - Matth. v. 34. Heb, i. 1. See Dr Cuyſe's ex- 


voſition of the. New Teftament. ... 
N | 
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has a right “ to demand. Which, every one muſt ac- 
knowledge, is not fulfilled in any mere man, ſince the 
fall ; but was fulfilled by FESUS CHRIST, for 
our good, and in our ſtead.—This interpretation pre- 
ſerves the ſentences diſtin, and makes a very natural 
introduction for the following clauſe ; where the per- 
ſons intereſted in this privilege, are deſcribed by their 
fruits, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the S PI- 
RIT : implying, that juſtification and ſanctiſcation 
arc, like the ever-correſponding motion of our eyes, in- 
ſeparable concomitants ; and we vainly pretend to the 
former, it we continue deſtitute of the latter: 

Me have produced poſitive proofs of our doctrine. 
We have heard an apoſtle declaring the aſſured hap- 
pineſs, and complete juſtification of true believers.— 
Let us now obſerve the ſame ſagacious judge of men 
and things, diſcovering the danger of thoſe /e/f-juſtici- 
aries, who reject the REDEEMER's rightooul- 
neſs, * | 
He is filled with the darkeſt apprehenſions, concern- 
ing his brethren the Fews. He is impreſſed with me- 
lancholy preſages, relating to their eternal ſtate +— 
What was the cauſe of this tender ſolicitude? Had 
they caſt off all rehgion, and give themſelves over to 
groſs immoralities? On the contrary, they were 
worſhippers of the true GOD; and had, in their 
way, not only a regard, but a zeal for his honour f. 
— Wherefore then does this compaſſionate father in 
Iſrael feel the ſame trembling uneaſineſs, for his kinſ- 
men an to the fleſh, as Eli felt for the en- 
dangered ark? Himſelf aſſigns the reaſon: Becauſe 
they being ignorant of G O D's righteouſneſs, and going 
about to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, have not ſub- 
mitted themſelves to the righteouſneſs of GOD ||. Not 
knowing that immaculate holineſs, which the perfect 
nature, and equally- perfect law of the moſt high GOD, 
require being wiltully ignorant of that conſummate 
obedience, which an incarnate G O D vouchſafed to 
perform, for the juſtification . of his 8 — they 
ſedulouſly, but fooliſhly endeavoured, to eſtabliſh their- 
own righteouſneſs; to make it, ſcanty and decrepit- 
as it was, the baſis of their hopes. Thus were they 
reſting their everlaſting ALL on a bottom, not preca- 
rious only, but irreparably ruinous. A boundleſs e- 
ternity the ſabric! yet they built (wonder O heavens / 
on the foam of the waters! and (which added ſtubborn- 
neſs to their folly) in avowed contempt of that ſtrong 
and ſure foundation, laid by G O D's own hand in 
Zion, —For this the good apoſtle was afflicted, with 
« great heavineſs and continual ſorrow.” For this. 
he made the prophet's pathetic complaint his own ; 
Oh! that my head were waters, and my eyes a fountain 
of tears, that I might bewail, day and night I, the in- 
corrigible perverſeneſs of my people! For my people 
have committed two evils ;' in not thankfully ſubmitting 
to the righteouſneſs of G OD, they have forſaken the 
fountain of living waters ; in attempting to eſtabliſh 
their own righteouſneſs, they have hewed themſelves out. 
ciſterns, broken ciſterns that can hold no water ++. | 

Having ſhewed their fatal error, he ſtrengthens his 
repreſentation, by diſplaying the happy ſucceſs of the 

Gentiles —What ſhall we ſay then? This, however im- 
probable it may ſeem, we confidently affirm, That the 
Gentiles, . who followed not after righteouſneſs, who. had 


* It may be worth our while to obſerve, that St Paul, when 
treating on this ſubject, uſes three diſtinct words, all derived; 
from the ſame original, —anawric which expreſſes juſtification ; 
the accounting or declaring a perſon righteous. —A&uawown, which 
never ſignifies juſtification, but righteouſneſs, either performed 
by us, or imputed to us.— , the phraſe which occurs in 


this place, and denotes the right or demand of the law; as 


that which is indiſpenſably nec 
f Rom. ix. 2. -+ Rom Rom. x. 3. 
+ Jer. iX., 1. 4+ Jer. ii. 13. by 
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no knowledge of it, and no concern about it; even 
they have attained to rig hteou meſs *. — Strange aſſer- 
tion! How is this poſſible! Doubtleſs, the righteouſ- 
neſs which they attained, could not be any perſonal 
righteouſneſs. Of this they were totally deſtitute. 
Inſtead of practiſing moral virtues, or religious duties, 
they were immerſed in ſenſuality, and abandoned to 
idolatry. It muſt therefore be the evangelical, the 
imputed righteouſneſs, even that which was wrought 
by CHRIST, and is regeived by faith f. 

Iſrael, in the mean tune, the nominal Iſrael, who, 
with great pretenſions to ſanctity, and many coſtly 
oblations, followed after the law of righteouſneſs, hath 
not attained to the law of righteouſneſs. Attained ! They 
have done nothing lels. They are fallen vaſtly ſhort 
of it ; they are pronounced guilty by it ; they ſtand 
condemned before it f.—MWherefore did they ſo groſsly 
miſtake, and ſo grievoully miſcarry? Becauſe they 
forſook the good old way, in which Abraham, David, 
and their pious anceſtors walked. They adopted a 
new ſcheme ; and would fain have ſubſtituted their 
own, inſtead of relying on a S A V I O U R's righteout- 
neſs. They ſought tor juſtification, not by faith, but as 
it were by the works of the law ||. A method which 
their fathers knew not ; which their G O D ordained 
not ; and which proved, as it always will prove, not 
only abortive, but deſtructive, — At this ſtone they 
ſtumbled ; on this rock they ſplit. Let their ruin be a 
way-mark, and the apoſtle's obſervation a /ight-houſe to 
my Theron. 

Our zealous writer tries every expedient. He 
mingles hope with terror. Having pointed out the 
rock on which the 1/raelites ſuffered thipwreck, he di- 
rects us to the haven, in which ſinners may caſt an- 
chor, and find ſafety. He gives us a fine deſcriptive 
view of the Chriſtian's complete happineſs. He opens 
0 may continue the metaphor) a free and ample port 
or A. b. ſouls; not formed by a neck of land, or 
a ridge of mountains, but by a magnificent chain of 
ſpiritual bleſſings. All proceeding from, and termi- 
nating in, that precious corner-ſtone FESUS CHRIST : 
who of GOD 1s made unto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, 
and ſanctification, and redemption }: wiſdom, to enlight- 
en our ignorant minds; r:ghteouſneſs—+, to juſtify our 
guilty perſons; ſandification++, to renew our depraved 


* Surely, this muſt ſignify more, than “ attaining to the 
% profeſſion of a religion, whereby they may be juſtified and ſa- 
« ved.” To this multitudes attain, who continue, as the pro- 
phet ſpeaks, ffout-hearted and far from righteouſneſs : who de- 
rive no real benefit ſrom their profeſſion ; but are rendered 
utterly inexcuſable, and liable to more aggravated condemna- 
dion. 

+ Surely, the righteouſneſs, which is by faith, cannot conſiſt 
« in humbly committing the foul to CHRIST, in the way 
„ that he hath appointed.” According to this notion, the 
juſtifying righteouſneſs would ſpring from ourſelves ; would 
be conſtituted by an act of our own, and not by the perfect obe- 
dience of our LORD. 

I am ſorry to ſee this, and the preceding interpretation, in 
the works of an expgſitor, whoſe learning I admire, whoſe piety 
I reverence, and whoſe memory I honour. Yet I muſt ſay, 
on this occaſion, with one of the ancient philoſophers, Amicus 
Plato, amicus Socrates, fed magis amica Veritas. 

+ This, Iapprehend, is the purport of the apoſtle's ſpeech, 
when he tells us, that his countrymen had not attained unto the 
law of righteouſneſs. He uſes the figure «wor, and means 
prone than he expreſſes. Somewhat like the dramatic poet, who 

ys of certain literary pretenders, 

Qui ſe primos efſe rerum omnium exiſtimant, 

Nec tamen ſunt, 
That is, they are quite the reverſe, —Or like the prophet in the 
cloſe of this chapter, who aſſures the believers in JESUS, 
They ſpall not be aſhamed; that is, they thall be encouraged, 
emboldened, eſtabliſbed. 

Rom. ix. 30.31. 32. 4 1 Cor. i. 30. 
++ ++ Righteouſneſs and ſanctiſcation; the former imputed, 
the latter inherent, This preſerves a diftinfion between the 
noble articles, and aſſigns to each a grand ſhare in the cecono- 
my of ſalvation.— To ſay, that, if one of the bleſſings is com- 
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natures ; redemption, to reſcne us from all evil; and ren. 
der us, both in body and foul, perfectly and eternai;y 
happy.—Let it be remarked, how carefully our j;.. 
ſpired writer ſets aſide all /ufficrency, as well as all eri 
in man. He repreſents the whole of our ſalvation 
both in its procurement and application, as a work af 
freeſt grace. CHRIST is, aud not we ourſclyes 
the author of this glorious reſtoration, the cauſe of 
this great felicity. He is made all this unto us. — Hino? 
Not by our own reſolution and ſtrength ; but 7 G91 
by the agency of his mighty power, and bleſſed 8 PI. 
RI'T. Heſhews us the all-tuſhcient fulneſs of CHRIST. 
He brings us by ardent longings to CHRIST. 1, 
implants us into CHRIST, and makes us partal:er; 
of his merits, 

In the proceſs of the ſame epiſtle, the ſacred penman 
enumerates the conſtituent parts of that great ſalvation, 
which the SON of G OD has procured tor ruineg 
ſinners. But yeare waſhed, but yeare ſanified, but ye arg 
juſtified in the name of the LORD JESUS, and by the SPI. 
RIT of our GOD*. Yeare wa/hed ; cleanſed from the 
filth, and diſcharged from the guilt, of all your ini— 
quities. Ye are /unctiſed; delivered from the death 
of ſin, and endued with a living principle of holincis. 
Ye are juſtifed; reſtored to a ſtate of acceptance with 
G OD, and inveſted with a title to eternal glory, 
All which ineſtimable prerogatives are conferred u On 
the true believer, in the name of ur LORD FESUS$ 
CHRIST; in conſideration of his atoning blood and 
meritorious righteouſneſs. By the SPIRIT of our 
GOD; through the efficacy of his operation, reveal 
ing CHRIS 7, and working faith in the heart. 

Some gentlemen have talked of a new remedial law; 
whereas the apoſtle declares, that CHRIST 7 the 
end of the old, the unalterable, the Moſaic law, fir 
righteouſneſs to every one that believeth 4. — Follow the 
courſe of a river, it will conſtantly lead you to the 
ocean. Trace the veins of the body, they invariably 
unite in the heart. Mark likewiſe the tendency ot 
the law, it no leſs conſtantly and invariably conducts 
you to CHRIS 7, as the centre of its views, and 
the conſummation of its demands. — The moral law 
aims at diſcovering our guilt, and demonſtrating our 
inexpreſſible need of a SAVIOUR, The ceremonia! 
points him out, as ſuffering in our ſtead, making re- 
conciliation for iniquity, and purging away every de- 
filement with his blood. They beth direct the wretch- 
ed tranſgreſſor, to renounce bimſelf, and fly to the 
REDEEMER ; who alone has paid that perfect obedi- 
ence, and brought in that everlaſting righteouſnels, 
which the ſinner wants, and the law exacts ; who is, 
therefore, the only proper accompliſhment of the one, 
and the only ſuitable ſupply for the other. 

What is the grand deſign of the whole ſcriptures ? 
St Paul, diſplaying their ſublime origin, and enume- 
rating the gracious purpoſes they are intended to 
ſerve, writes thus: A/ jcripture is given by inſpiration 
ef GOD; and is profitable—for doctrine, to declare and 
eſtabliſh religious truth; for reproef, to convince 01 
ſin, and to refute error, —for correction , or renova- 
tion of the heart, and reformation of the life; — or iu- 
ſtruction in righteouſneſs, in that righteouſneſs, which 
could never have been learned from any other book, 


municated by way of imputation, the other ſhould be commu- 
nicated in the ſame manner, ſeems to be cavilling, rather than 
arguing : becauſe the ſubjects are of a different nature, and 
therefore muſt be enjoyed jn a different way. Tho coca tree 
is, to the American, food and clothing, a habitation and do- 
meſtic utenfils. But muſt we ſuppoſe it adminiſtering to all 
theſe uſes in one and the ſame unvaried method? Becauſe in 
one reſpect it is eaten, in another it is wore, muſt it be thus 
applicd in all ? I believe, the illiterate ſavage, who enjoys the 


ſeveral gifts, need not be taught the abſurdity of ſuch a ſup- 
poſition. | | | 
* 1 Cor. vi, 11. + Rom. x. 4. 


+ Tim. iii, 16. 
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and in which alone ſinful men may appear with com- juſtified b the works of the latu, but by the faith of FESU 8 


fort before their G O D. TOE, Une | 
"We have ſeen the principal ſcope of the lam, and the 
leading deſign of the ſcriptures e let us add one inquiry 


CHRIST, even we have believed in FESUS CHRIST ; 
that we might be juſtified by the faith of CARIST, and 
not by the works of the law ; for by the works of the law 


more. What is the chief office of the SPIRIT? —If ſhall no fleſh be juſtified &. 


all theſe coincide, and uniformly terminate in the im- 
puted righteouſneſs of CH R IST, we have a confir- 
mation of its reality and excellence, great as man can de- 
fire, I had almoſt ſaid, great as G OD can impart. — 
What favs our LORD upon this point? When be, 
the SPIRIT of truth is come, he ſhall convince * the world 
of fin, of righteouſneſs, and of judgment. Of fin, becauſe 
thoy believe nil on mee of righteouſneſs, becauſe I go, 
70 r FATHER, and ye ſee me no more of judgment, 
becauſe the prince of this world is judged fils it poſſible 


We, who are Fews by nature, the deſcendents of Ab- 
raham, and G O D's peculiar people; have the tables 
of his law, and the ordinatices of his worſhip; we 
who, in point of privileges, are greatly ſuperior to the 
Gentile nations, and have all poſſible advantages for 
eſtabliſhing (if ſuch a thing were practicable) a righ- 
teouſneſs of our own; what have we done? Me have 
believed on FESUS CHRIST: ve have renounced 
ourſelves ; diſclaimed whatever is our own ;. and de- 

nded wholly on the righteouſneſs of C HR FST.— 


r words to be more weighty and comprehenſive © Here For what end? That " is Faith in CHRIST, which 


i; a ſummary of Chriſtian faith, and of Chriſtian holi- 
neſs, Not that ſuperficial holineſs, which is patched 
up of devotional forms, and goes no farther than ex- 
ternal pertormances 3 but that which is vital, and 
ſprings from the heart; conſiſts in power, not in mere 
profeſſion; whoſe praiſe, if not of men, who are ſmit- 
ten with pompous outlides, is ſure to be of G0 D, 
who diſtinguithes the things which are excellent. 

He /hall convince the world of fin ; of original and ac- 
tual fin. The fin of their nature, as well as the ſin of 
their life; the fin of their beſt deeds, no leſs than of 
their criminal commiſſions, and blameable omiſſions. 
Above all, of their ſinning againſt the ſovereign, the 
only remedy, by unbehief ; becauſe they believe not on me. 
--He ſhall convince of r:9hteouſneſs ; of the divine 
REDEEMER's righteouſneſs, which the foregoing 
conviction muſt render peculiarly welcome: convince 
them, that it was wrought out in behalf of diſobedient 
and defective mortals ; that it is abſolutely perfect, 
and ſufficient to juſtify even the moſt ungodly. Of 
all which an inconteſtable proof is given, by his reſur- 
rection from the dead, his triumphant aſcenſion into 
heaven, and ſeſſion at the right hand of his FATHER; 
becauſe I go to my FATHER, and ye ſee me no more J. — 
He ſhall convince of judgment. Thoſe who are hum- 
bled under a ſenſe of guilt, and juſtified through an 
imputed righteouſneſs, ſhall be taught by happy ex- 


receives his righteoutneſs ; pleads his righteoutnieſs ; 
and preſents nothing but his ng teouſneſs before the 
throne, we might be juſtified — What motive has in- 
duced us to this practice? A firm perſuaſion, that by 
the works of the law; by ſincere obedience, or perſonal 
holineſs, no man living has been, and no man living 
can be, juſtified before G O D. 


Are you tired, Theron? have I fatigued your atten- 
tion, inſtead of convincing your judgment ?—I will 
not harbour ſuch a ſufpicion. It is pleaſing to converſe 
with thoſe, who have travelled into foreign. countries, 
and feen the wonders of creation. We hearken to 
their narratives with delight; Every new adventure 
whets our curiolity, rather than palls our appetite; 
Mult it not then afford a more fublime ſatisfaction to 
be entertained with the diſcourſes of a perſon, who 
had, not indeed failed. round the world; but made 
a journey to the third heavens? who had been admit- 
ted into the paradiſe of GO D, and heard things of 
infinite importance, and unutterable dignity ?—This 
was the privile 
obſervations and diſcoveries I have been prefenting to 
my friend. And I promiſe myſelf, he will not con- 
plain of wearineſs, if I enrich my epiſtle with one or 
two more of thoſe glorions truths: 2 

GOD bath made HIM to be fin for us who knew no 


perience, that the prince of this world is condemned and fin; that we might, not be put into a capacity of ac- 


dethroned in their hearts: that their ſouls are reſcued 
from the tyranny of Satan ; are made victorious over 
their corruptions; and reſtored to the liberty,—the 
glorious liberty of the children of G OD. 

You wonder, perhaps, that I have not ſtrengthened 
my cauſe, by any quotation from the epiſtle to the Ga- 
latians. What Ideſign, my dear Theron, is not to ac- 
cumulate, but to felet arguments. However, that 
may not diſappoint an expectation ſo reaſonable, I 
proceed to lay before you a very nervous paſlage, 
from that maſterly piece of ſacred controverfy.—Only 
let me juſt obſerve, that the epiſtle was written to 
perſons, who had embraced Chriſtianity, and profeſſed ” 
an affiance in CHRIST; but would fain have joined 
circumciſion, would fain have ſuperadded their own 
religious duties, to the merits of their SAVIOUR, 
in order to conſtitute, at leaſt, /ome part of their juſtj- 
tying righteouſneſs. Againſt which error, the vigi- 
lant and indefatigable aſſertor of the truth as it is in 
FESU S, remonttrates,-We who are Jews by nature, 
end not ſinners of the Gentiles, knewing that a man is nat 


He ſhall convince, ſeems to be the moſt proper tranſlation 
or 9954, as it implies the ſure ſucceſs, which attends the o- 
pcration of the divine SPIRIT Man may reprove, and no 
conviction enſue, Whereas that almighty A GEN T not on- 
y reproves, but reproves with power; ſo as to determine the 
judgment, and ſway the affections. 

+ John xvi, 8. 9. 10. 11. 
For, if the work had been imperfect in any degree, our 
RED L EME R, inſtead of taking up his ſtated and final re- 
Jence in the regions of glory, muſt have deſcended again in- 
to this inferior world, to complete what was deficient, 


quiring a righteouſneſs of our own, but be made the 
righteouſneſs of G O in him . In this text, the double 
imputation of our fin to CHRIST, and of CHRIST's 
righteoufneſs to us, is moſt IP taught,. and 
moſt charmingly contraited —Moſt emphatically taught, 
For we are ſaid, not barely to be righteous, but to be 
made righteouſneſs itſelf ; and not righteouſneſs only, 
but (which is the utmoſt that language can reach) the 
righteouſneſs of G O P.—Moſt charmingly contraſted. 


For one cannot but aſk, In what manner CHRIST 


was made fin? In the very ſame manner we are made 
righteouſneſs, CHRIST knew no alva fin; yet, 


upon his mediatorial interpoſition on gur behalf, he 


was treated by divine juſtice, as a ſinful perſon. We 
likewiſe are deſtitute of all g/ righteouſneſs ;, yet, 


upon our receiving CHRIST, and beheving in his 


name, we are regarded by the divine MAJESTY as 
righteous creatures. This therefore cannot, in either 
caſe, be intrinfically ; but muſt be, in both inſtances, 
imputatively, Gracious, divinely-gracious exchange f! 


* Gal. ii. 15, 16. Obſervable, very obſervable is the zeal of 
our apoſtle, in this determined ſtand againſt the maſt /pecious, 
and thgrefore the moſt dangerous, encroachments. of error; 
To expreſs his ardent concern for the truth and purity of the 
goſpel, the works of the law. are mentioned no leſs than three 
times, and gs often excluded from the affair of juſtification' 
The faith of CHRIST likewiſe is thrice mcylcated, and as 
often aſſerted to be the only method of becoming righteous be- 
fore GOD. | | , br 

| | + 2 Cor, v. 21. — 
Ita ſcilicet mirabili permutatione maſa notre in ſe recepit, 


u: bona ſua nobis largiretur ; recepit miſsriam, ut largiretur 
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regnant with amazing goodneſs, and rich with ine- 
ſtimable benefits. The inceſſant triumph of the „long, 
the ſovereign conſolation of the weak believer! 

Ceaſe your exultation, cries one, and come down 
from your altitudes. The term uſed in this verſe de- 
notes, not ſo properly in, as an Mering for ſin.— This 
is a mere ſuppoſal, which I may as reaſonably deny, 
as another afhrm. Since the word occurs, much more 
frequently in the former ſignification, than in the lat- 
ter; and ſince, by giving it the latter ſignification in 
the paſſage before us, we very much impair, if not 
totally deſtroy, the apoſtle's beautiful antitheſis. 

However, not to contend, but to allow the remark ; 
I borrow my reply from a brave old champion * for the 
truths of the goſpel : This text,“ ſays he, “ invin- 
« cibly proveth, that we are not "uſtified in GOD's 
« ſight by righteouſneſs inherent in us, but by the 
„ righteouſneſs of CHRIST imputed to us through 
« faith.” After which he adds, what I make my an- 
{wer to the objection ; © That CHRIST was made 
„ {ſin for us, becauſe he was a ſacrifice for ſin, we con- 
* feſs: but therefore was he a facrifice for fin, becauſe 
* our fin was imputed to him, and puniſhed in him.” 
— The poor delinquents under the Mo/a:c diſpenſation, 
who brought their ſin-offering to the altar of the 
LORD, were directed to lay their hand on the de- 
voted beaſt; ſignifying, by this uſage, the transferring 
of guilt from the liver to the ſacrifice. Conform- 
ably to the import of this ceremony, CHRIST af- 
ſumed our demerit ; like a true piacular victim, ſut- 
tered the puniſhment, which we had deſerved ; and 
which, without ſuch a commutation, we muſt have 
— So that our LORD's being made a 
ſin- offering for us, does by no means invalidate, but 
very much confirm our doctrine. It neceſſarily im- 
plies the tranſlation of our iniquity to his perſon ; and, 
on the principles of analogy, muſt infer the imputa- 
tion of his righteouſneſs to our ſouls. 

One paſſage more permit me to tranſcribe into my 
paper; and, at the ſame time, to wiſh, that it may 
be written on both our hearts ; written, not with ink 
and pen, no, nor with the point of a diamond, but 
with the finger of the living G O D. Tea, doubtleſs, 
and I count all omg but loſs, for the excellency of the 
2 of CHR 5 my LORD; fer 
whom have ſuffered the loſs of all things; and do count 
them but dung, that I may win CHRIST, and be found 


in him; not having mine own righteouſneſs which is 0 


the law, but that which is through the faith of CHRIST, 
the righteouſneſs which is of GOD through faith +, 
Be pleaſed to obſerve, that in this confeſſion of faith, 
and with reference to the caſe of juſtification, the a- 
poſtle renounces all thoſe acts of ſuppoſed righteouſ- 


neſs, which were antecedent to his converſion. Nor 


does he repudiate them only, but all thoſe more ex- 
cellent ſervices, by which he was ſo eminently diſtin- 
guiſhed, even after his attachment to CHRIST, and 
engagement in the Chri/tian miniſtry. As though he 
ſhould ſay,—“ The privilege of being a Hebrew by 
« birth; the prerogative of being a Phariſee by pro- 
< feſſion; together with a behaviour exemplary, and 
<« a reputation unblameable ; all theſe, which were 


miſericordiam; recepit maledictionem, ut benediftionis ſue cumpo- 
tes nos faceret ; recepit mortem, ut vitam conferret ; recepit pec- 
catum, ut juſtitiam impertiretur. Thus writes the judicious 
Turrettine. To which, in concurrence with the accurate Mit- 
fius, I ſubſcribe both with hand and heart. 

See Dr Fulk's annotation on the place, in that valuable piece 
of ancient controverſy and criticiſm, The examination of the 
Rhemiſh Teſtament. Which, though not altogether ſo elegant and 


refined in the language, nor ſo delicate and genteel in the manner, 


as might be wiſhed, is nevertheleſs full of /ound divinity, weighty 
arguments, and important obſervations Would the young ſtu- 


dent be taught to diſcover the very ſineus of Popery, and be en- 


abled to give an effectual blow to that complication of errors, 


I ſcarce know a treatiſe better calculated for the purpoſe. 


+ Phil. iii, 8. 9, 
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© once reckoned my Mabe gain, as ſoon as I became 
* acquainted with the glorious perfections of CHRIST 
« I counted * loſs for him.—And now, though ] have 
„been a diſciple many years; have walked in all 
holy converſation and godlineſs; have endured 
„for my divine MASTER*”s name, tribulation, 
& above meaſure; have laboured more abundant. 
* ly, and more ſucceſsfully than all the apoſtles: 
« yet even theſe and all other attainments, of what 
= Lind or of what date ſoever, I count + but loſs, for 
e the tranſcendent excellency of CHRIS 7E. 
« SUS my LORD.—Yea doubtleſs ; it is my de- 
„ liberate and ſtedfaſt reſolution ; what I have mot 
« ſeriouſly adopted, and do publicly avow, that, ſpe⸗ 
* cious as all theſe acquirements may ſeem, and v4. 
“ luable as they may be in other reſpects, I reckon 
e them but dung, that I may wn CHRIST ||, They 
« fadeinto nothing, they dwindle into e than 1:51);1, 
« if ſet in competition with his matchleſs obedicnce; aud 
« were they to ſuperſede my application to his merit, 
* or weaken my rehance on his mediation, they would 
4 be not contemptible only, but 10Jurious,—irrep.. 
„ rably injurious, — 4% itſelf.“ 

You will aſk, If he rejects all his own righteouf, 
neſs, on what are his hopes fixed ! —On a foundation, 
extenſive as the obedience of the REDEEMER's lite 
and death, un/haken as the 2 of his eternal power 
and GODHEAD. They are fixed on the rightery/. 
neſs which is of GOD; the righteouſneſs which 600 
the FATHER, in unſearchable wiſdom, provided, 
and which GOD the S ON, in unutterable good. 
neſs, wrought.—Do you inquire, How he came to he 
inveſted with this righteouſneſs ! The anſwer is ready 
and ſatisfactory. It was by the application of the di. 
vine SPIRIT), and the inſtrumentality of faith — 
Leſt any ſhould imagine, that this faith might be ful. 
ſtituted inſtead of his own obedience to the law, he 
puts an apparent difference between the righteouſnei; 
which juſtifies, and the faith by which it is received; 
not the righteouſneſs which conf in, but is THROUGH 
the faith f CHRIST. -o ſhew the great import- 
ance of this diſtinction, how earneſtly he inſiſted upon 
it as a preacher, how much it tended to his conſolation 
as a Chriſtian, he repeats the ſentiment, he reinculcates 
the doctrine, the righteouſneſs which 15 of GOD E faith, 

Will you now, Theren, or ſhall J, poor unprofitable 
creatures, preſume. to rely on any performances or any 


F accompliſhments of our own ? When that diſtinguill- 


ed ſaint, —a perfect prodigy of gifts, of graces, and ot 
zeal, —indefatigable in labours, unconquerable by al- 
flictions, and of whoſe uſefulneſs there is neither mea- 
ſure nor end; when he denics himſelf in every view ; 


„ Hut, I have counted. . 

+ u relates to the preſent time, and comprehends pre- 
ſent attainments, I do count. Not ſome, or the greateſt part, 
but all things. What? Is a courſe of ſobriety, and the exerciſe 
of morality, to be reckoned as dung ? All things, ſays the ar 
poſtle. What? Is our moſt elevated devotion, and enlarged | 
obedience, to be degraded at this monſtrous rate? A things, 
ſays the apoſtle. This is his invariable reply. And we way 
venture to affirm, that he had the mind of CHRIST. 

1 Perhaps «a work may be tranſlated, but truly. As if ho 
had ſaid. But why ſhould I mention any more particulars * 
© In truth, I count all things, cc.“ a 
| fl At Xp -i ro urtyt xov—iva Niαν x$0-—plainly imply ; thus 
comparative or relative ſenſe. Virtues, which are the fruits of 
the SPIRIT, and labours, which are a bleſſing to mankinqd, 
muſt not be reckoned abſolutely or in all reſpects deſpicable ; 
but only in a limited and qualified acceptation : deſpicable, not 
in themſelves, but as compared with the divinely- perfect righ- 
teouſneſs of CHRIST, or as referred to the infinitely-impon- 
tant article of juſtification. | : 

That A/paſio, in this whole paragraph, ſpeaks the ſent: 05 
our church, will appear from the following extract: —“ ſhe 
« apoſtle St Paul ſaith, He doth glory, in what? In the co 
„ tempt of his own righteguſneſs ; and that he looketh for 
the richteouſneſs of GOD by faith.” | 
: | Homily of ſalvation, part I. 
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mmnootinres all; diſavows all; and makes mention of which conſtitutes the vitals of their ſyſtem, and is the 
ing but the incomparable righteouſtieſs of his obe- very ſoul of their religion. On which account the whole 
diet ing , interceding SAVIOUR: goſpel is denominated from it, and ſtyled the miniſtra- 


tion of righteouſneſs. —I was farther convinced, that this 
What ſhall I fay more? Shall attempt to play the way of falvation magnifies, beyond compare, the di- 
rhetorician, and horrow the infinuating arts of perſua- vine law; is no leſs — to all the divine attri- 
fron ? This, after all the cogent leſtimonies produced, and putes; and exhibits the ever-bleſſed MEDLATOR in 
ail the great authorities urged, would be a necdleſe pa» tlie moſt illuſtrious and the moſt delightful view : — 
rade. When our pen is a ſunbeam, there is but little All theſe conſiderations, under the — of the e- 
occaſion to dip it in oil. 5 ternal SPIRIT, have determined my judgment, and 
Inſtead of ſuch an attempt, give me leave to make a eſtabliſhed my faith. So that I truſt, neither the ſub- 
frank and honeſt confefſion. H would conceal nothing tilties of wit, nor the ſneers of ridicule, nor any other 
trom my friend. He ſhould have à faſh to my br eaſt ; artifice, ſhall ever be able to ſeparate me from the grace 
| throw it up at his pleaſure; and fee all that paſſes _ righteouſneſs which are in FESUSCHRIST. 
within.— Though I never had any temptation to that Jet me now, by way of concluſion, review that aw - 
pernicious ſet of errors, which paſſes under the charac- ful ſubject which introduced the letter. Let me ſup- 
ter of Socimanm ; yet had many ſearchings of heart, poſe the JUDGE, who is at the door, actually come; 
and much ſolicitous inquiry, how far we are indebted the great and terrible day, which is haſting forward *, 
to CHRIST's actire righteouſneſs. Thoroughly per- really commenced, Hark! the trumpet ſounds the u- 
ſnaded, that ot her eren dation can no man lay, ſave that niverſal ſummons. The living are ſtruck with a death- 
which is laid, even FESUS CHRIST * and that 1. aſtoniſhment ; the dead ſtart from their ſilent a- 
there is no other name given under heaven, whereby men 1. 4cs,—See! the whole carth takes ſire; the ſun is 
can be ſaved f; yet, whether we were not to confine turned into darkneſs ; and the ſtars fall from their 
our believing regards to a He SAVIOUR, was ſpheres. —Behold ! the LORD JESUS comes with 
matter of conſiderable doubt. At firſt, 1 was inclined myriads of his angels. The judgment is ſet, and the 
to acquieſce in the ailirmative. After long conſidera- |=. opened. 
tion and many prayers, my faith fixed upon the whole Obſerve thoſe exemplary Chriſtians, whoſe ſenti- 
of CHRIST's mediatorial undertaking: which be- ments I have been collecting. They renounce them- 
gan in his ſpontaneous ſubiaiſſion to the law; was car- ſelyes, and rely on their glorious 8 TY. Methinks 
ried on through all his meritorious life; and iſſued in I hear them ſay, each as they quit their beds of duſt; 
his atoning death. — This is now the baſis of my confi- 7 // 55 forth from the grave in thy ſtrength, O bleſſed 
dence, and the butwark of my happineſs. Hither ! FE 898 ; and, at the deciſive tribunal, will make 
fly: here I reſt ; as the dove, after her weariſome and puention 2 thy righteouſneſe only—At the ſame time, will 
fruitleſs rovings, returned to Noah, and reſted in the you, Th eron, or ſhall 5 ſtand forth and declare, — bh, 
ark. | . fore the innumerable multitude of anxious ſinners and 
This ſcheme firſt recommended itſelf to my affec- adoring ſeraphs, —< Let thoſe puſillanimous creatures = 
tions ; as making the moſt ample proviſion for the ſe- 4 fly for refuge to their $ A VIO U R's righteouſneſs. ; 
curity and repoſe of a guilty conſcience ; which, when 4 We will confide in works, in accompliſhments of our | 
alarmed by the accuſations of fin, is very apprehenſive d "wwe are the men,” who have perſonally kept 
of its condition; and will not be comforted, till every d the divine law, and want no ſuppoſititious obedience 
{cruple is fatisfied, and all the obſtructions to its peace 4 from another. Let the eye that glances through 
are removed. Thus I reaſoned with myſelf: Tho“ 4 immenſity, and penetrates the receſſes of the heart; 
&« there is, undoubtedly, ſomethin to be ſaid for the let that holy and omniſcient eye, examine our tem- 
ther fide of the queſtion; yet this is evidently the 4 per, and ſift our conduct. We are bold to riſk our 
„ ſafeſt method. And, in an affair of infinite conſe- « ſouls, and all their immortal intereſts, on the iſſue 
quence, who would not prefer the ſafeſt expedient? 4 of ſuch a ſcrutiny.” 
Should the righteouſneſs of JESUS CHRIST Perhaps, your mind is impreſſed with this ſelemn 
be indiſbenſaby requiſite, as a wedding-garment ; ſcene, and your thoughts recoil at ſuch daring preſump- 
« what will they do, when the great SOT KING Lion. If ſo, it will be proper for me to withdraw, and 
appears, who have refuſed to accept it? Whereas, jeave you to your own meditations. At ſuch moments 
ould it not prove fo abſolutely neceſſary, yet ſuch a to obtrude on your company, would render me the 
dependence can never obſtruct our ſalvation. It can troubleſome and officious, rather than 
* never be charged upon us as an article of contuma- The reſpeaful and affeftionate, 
cy or perverſencſs, that we thought too meanly of our AsZsPASIO. 
own, too magnificently of our LORD's obedience. are like a woof (if I may allude to the ornaments of the ſanc- 
50 that let the die turn either way, we are expoſed tuary) of blue, of purple, of ſcarlet, and indeed of every plea- 
to no hazard. —This ſcheme takes in all that the o- fant colour. The righteouſneſs of GOD, Rom. i. 17.—The 
ther ſyſtems comprehend, and abundantly more. In 


righteoufneſs from G © P, Phil. iii. 10.—Righteouſneſs by faith, 
this J find no defect, no flaw, no ſhadow of inſuf- Rom. iii. 22. — Righteouſneſs of faith, Rom. iv. 11,— Righ- 


. . : ; : teouſneſs without the law, Rom. iii. 21 .,—Righteouſneſs without 
8 NY f 3 d oh For here ＋ a 22 Rom. iv. — 5 the : 2 of 4 R 4 47. 
on ; om. v. 9.—Righteouſneſs by the obedience 0 „Rom. 
eee ee 
7 5 puted by „Rom. iv. 0. . | 
with reſpect to argument; theſe circumſtances, caſt = The ſacred writers, I obſerve, often remind their readers 
into the ſcale, may very juſtly be allowed to turn of this grand event; often diſplay this delightful dreadful ſcene. 
« the balance.“ ; —Their manner of ſpeaking ſhews, that they themſelves lived 
Upon a more attentive examination of the ſubject, under the habirual and joyful cxpeAation of it 883 
I perceived, — that this is the doctrine of our national 2 2 D.—Th pi M — 9 as ſure , 6.4 nne: wo 
church; is enforced by the atteſtation of our ableſt di- very near, an upon the point 8 place. The I. A D 
vines; and has been, in all ages, the conſolation of the i, at hand. The JUDGE is at the door. Yet a little while, 
moſt eminent faints :—That it is the genuine ſenſe of 


, and H E that ſhall come, will come, and will not tarry. The laſt 
icripture z and not ſome inferior or ſubordinate point, paſlage is the moſt ſpirited and emphatical of them all; but has 
incidentally touched upon by the inſpired writers, but loſt much of its emphaſis, by the Engli/o verſion. It is in the 


| 
i }F 
the um and ſubſtance } of their heavenly meſſage; that original A e oror, A beautiful plconaſm ; by which the Sep- g 


cc 


* 3 Cor l. 11 + Aas b. 12 tuagint, though too often inaccurate in tranſlating the prophe- 5 
4 - . . | 0 . . A - 4 5 , 
t This doctrine runs through St Pauls writings, like a gold- tic text, have very happily expreſſed 1/aiah's y yt which 
en warp, 


„I think, be * 
While privileges, bleſſings, and evangelical duties e rendered in our language, yet 6 very, very * 


0 XII little while, mod. 4. 37. If. xxvi. 20, 
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T HE RON Fo ASPASI 0. 


Dear As PAs 10, 


HE laſt evening was one of the fineſt I ever ſaw. 
According to my cuſtom, I made an excurſion 

into the open fields; and wanted nothing to complete 
the ſatisfaction, but my friend's company *. I could 
not but obſerve, how much yourunproving converſation 
heightened the charms of nature. When religion ap- 
plied philoſophy, every thing was inſtructive, as well 
as pleaſing.—Not a breeze {wept over the plains, to 
clear the ſky, and cool the air, but it tended alſo to 
diſperſe our doubts, and enliven our faith in the ſupreme 
all-ſufficient GOOD. Not acloud tinged the firmament 
with radiant colours, or amuſed the cht with roman- 
tic ſhapes, but we beheld a picture of the preſent world, 
of its fading acquiſitions and fantaſtic joys, in the mi- 
mic forms and the tranſitory ſcene.—Even the weakeſt 
of the inſect - tribe, that ſkim the air in ſportive ſilence, 
addreſſed us with the ſtrongeſt incitements, and gave 
us the loudeſt calls, to be ad4:ve in our day, and uſeful in 
our generation. They cried, at leaſt when you lent 
them your tongue, 

Such is vain life, an 7 fg! of days, 

A ſtill. deluſive round of fickly joys, 

A ſcene of little cares, and trifling paſſions, 

IF not ennebled by the deeds of virtue. 


How often, at the approach of ſober eve, have we 
ſtole along the cloyſters of a ſequeſtered bower ; atten- 
tive to the tale of ſome querulous current, that ſeemed 
to be ſtruck with horror at the awful gloom ; and com- 


plained with heavier murmurs, as it paſſed under the 


blackening ſhades, and 1 root · obſtructed chan- 
nel !—Or elſe, far from the babbling brook, and ſoft- 
ly treading the graſſy path, we liſtened to the ig hlin- 
gale's ſong; while every gale held its breath, and all 
the leaves forbore their motion, that they might 
neither drown nor interrupt the melodious Wo. From 
both which penſive ſtrains, you endeavoured to tem- 
per and chaſtiſe the exuberant gaiety of my ſpirits. 
You convinced me, that true joy is a ſerious thing ; 
is the child of ſedate thought, not the ſpawn of intem- 
perate mirth ; nurſed, not by the fallies of diſſolute 
323 but by the exerciſe of ſerene contempla- 
on. 

Sometimes, at the gladſome return of morn, we 
have aſcended an airy eminence; and hailed the new- 
born day; and followed, with our delighted eye, the 
mazes of ſome glittering ſtream.— Here ruſhing, with 
impetuous fury, from the mountain's ſide; ing 
over the rifted rocks, and roaring down the craggy 
ſteep ; impatient as it were, to get free from. ſuch rug- 
ged paths, and mingle with the beauties of the lower 
vale. There ſlackening its headlong career, and ſmooth- 
ing its eddies into an even flow. While, deep embo- 
ſomed in the verdant mead, it g/ides through the 
cheriſhed and ſmiling herbage. Sometimes loſt amidſt 
cloſing willows ; ſometimes emerging with freſh beauty 
from the leafy covert; always roving. with an air of 
amorous complacency, as though it would careſs the 
fringed, banks, and flowery glebe.—Reminded, by this 
watery monitor, of that conſtancy and vigour, with 
which the affections ſhould move towards the great 
centre of happineſs, CHRIST FESU $;—of that 
determined ardour, with which we ſhould break 
through the entanglements of temptation, and obſtacles 
of the world, in order to reach our everlaſting reſt ;— 
and of the mighty difference between the turbulent, 


the frothy, the precipitate gratifications of vice, and 


Ju quod abes excepto, cetera letus, 
+ Res ſevers e verum gaudium. SEN, 


the calm, the ſubſtantial, the permanent deli ghts of 
religion. 

Or elſe, with eager view, we have ſurveyed the ex. 
tenſive proſpect, and wandered over all the magnifi. 
cence of things ;—an endleſs variety of graceful oh. 
jects, and delightful ſcenes! each ſoliciting our chief 
regard; every one worthy of our whole attention; 
all conſpiring to touch the heart with a mingled tran. 
port of wonder, of gratitude, and of joy.—$0 that 
we have returned from our rural expedition, not as 
the /pendthrift from the ing- table, curling his ſtars 
and raving at his ill . gulled of his money, and 
the derided dupe of ſharpers: not as the /ibertine from 
the houſe of wantonneſs *, ſurfeited with the rank 
debauch, dogged by ſhame, goaded by remorſe, with 
a thouſand recent poiſons tingling in his veins. But 
we returned, as ſhips of commerce from the golden 
continent, or the ſp:cy iſlands, with new acceſſions of 
ſublime improvement, and ſolid pleaſure: with a deep- 
er veneration for the almighty CREATOR; with a 
warmer ſenſe of his unſpeakable fayours ; and with a 
more inflamed deſire, to know him now by faith, 
and after this life to have the fruition of his glorious 
« GODHEAD.” 

Sometimes, with an agreeable relaxation, we have 
transferred our cares, from the welfare of the nation, 
to the flouriſhing of the farm; and, inſtead of enact- 
ing regulations for the civil community, we have 
planned ſchemes for the cultivation of our ground, 
and the proſperity of our cattle.—Inſtead of attending 
to the courſe of fleets, and the deſtination of armies, 
we have directed the plough, where to rend the graſſy 
turf; or taught the honeyſuckle to wind round the ar- 
bour, and the jeſſamine to climb upon the wall. —Inſtead 
of interpoſing our friendly offices, to reconcile contend- 
ing kingdoms; we have formed a treaty of coalition, be- 
tween the ſtranger cyon, and the adopting tree; and, 
by the remarkable melioration of the enſuing fruit, de- 
monſtrated (would contending empires regard the pre- 
cedent) what advantages flow from pacific meaſures, 
and an amicable union. Inſtead of unravelling the 
labyrinths of ſtate, and tracing the fineſles of forei 
courts ; we Eve made ourſelves acquainted with the 
politics of nature, and obſerved, how wonderfully, 
how myſteriouſly, that great projectreſs a&ts.—In this 
place ſhe rears a vaſt trunk, and unfolds a multiplici- 
ty of branches, from one ſmall berry. She qualifies, 
by her amazing operations, a few contemptible acorns, 

at were formerly carried in a child's lap, to bear 
the Britih thunder round the globe, and ſecure to 


our iſland the ſovereignty of the ocean.—ln another 


Solomon, in order to deter unwary youth from thoſe {inks 


of uncleanneſs, repreſents the harlot under the character of 


a peſtilent hag, or baleful ſorcereſs. Her feet go down to death. 
Prov. v. 5, Her houſe is the high road to hell, Prov. vii, 27- 
yea, her gueſts are in the depths of hell, Prov. ix. 18.— The 
{econd clauſe ſeems to be emphatical, The original expreſſion 
is in the plural number YM. I chuſe en to render it 
not ſimply the road, but more largely the high road : from 
which many other ways of guilt branch out, in which maify, 
other paths of ruin comcide. There Murder is often known 
to drench her dagger in blood; and Robbery forms the raſh 
reſolve, which ends in the ignominious halter. There Intem- 
perance daily brews the bowl, which enervates the conſtitution, 
and transforms the man into a beaſt. While Diſeaſe, pale ca- 
daverous noiſome diſcaſe, anticipates the putrefaction of the 
grave, and cauſes the wretched martyrs ot vice to rot even a- 
bove ground. Well may every one, who loves life, and would 
fain fl good days, cry out with a mixture of deteſtation and 
dread, O my ſoul, come not thou into their horrid baunts !” 


Dii meliora-piis, erroremque hoſtibus illum ! VIRG. 
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the produces from a dry grain, fr/? the green 
Naa then the turgid ear ; rt fi full-grown 
and ripened corn in the ear * : repaying, with ex- 
act punctuality, and with laviſh uſury, the huſband- 
man's toil, and the huſbandman's loan; cauſing, by 
a moſt ſurpriſing reſurrection, the death of one ſeed, 
to be fruitful in the birth of hundreds. 

But I forget your caution, Aſpaſio; forget how 
kindly you have checked me, when I have been ha- 
ranguing upon, I know not what, powers and works 
of nature., Whereas it is G O'D who worketh 
hitherto + : who to this day exerts, and to the end 
of time will exert, that ſecret but unremitted ener- 

y, which is the life of this majeſtic ſyſtem, and 
. cauſe of all its ſtupendous operations. Let this 
thew you, how much 1 want my guide, my philoſo- 
pher, and friend. Without his prompting aid, my 
genius is dull ; my reflections are awkward ; and m 
religious improvements jejune; ſomewhat like the 
bunoling imitations of the tool, compared with the 
majter!y eflects of vegetation,—However, Iwill proceed; 
yet not from any view of informing my le but 
only to draw a bill upon his pen; and lay him under 
an obligation to enrich me with another letter, upon 
the grand and excellent fubject of his laſt. 


Art is dim-ſighted in her plans, and defective even 
in her moſt elaborate eſſays. But Nature, or rather 
nature's ſublime AUTHOR, is indeed a deſigner, and 
a wworkman that need not be aſhamed 1. His eye ſtrikes 
out ten thouſand clegant models, and his touch exe- 
cutes all with inimitable pertection.—What an admi- 
rable ſpecimen is here, of the divine ſkill, and of the 
divine gooduels ! This terraqueous globe is intended, 
not only for a place of habitation, but for a ſtorehouſe 
of conveniencies. If we examine the ſeveral apart- 
ments of our great abode z if we take a general inven- 
tory of our common goods; we ſhall find the utmoſt 
reaſon to be charmed with the diſplays, both of nice 
economy, and of boundleſs profuſion. * 

Obſerve the ſurface of this univerfal meſſuage. The 

ound, coarſe as it may ſeem, and trodden by every 
Pot is nevertheleſs the laboratory, where the moſt ex- 

uilite operations are performed; the /hop, if I may fo 
freak, where the fineſt manufactures are wrought. 
hough a multitude of generations have always been 
accommodated, and though a multitude of nations are 
daily ſupplied by its liberalities, it ſtill continues inex- 
# hauſted ; is a reſource that never fails; a magazine ne- 
yer to be drained. 

The unevenneſ of the ground, far from being a ble- 
miſh or a defect, heightens its beauty, and augments 
its uſefulneſs. — Here it is ſcooped into deep and ſhel- 
tered vales, almoft conſtantly covered with a ſponta- 
neous growth of verdure: Which, all tender and ſuc- 
culent, compoſes an eafy couch, and yields the moſt 
agreeable fodder for the various tribes of cattle.—There 
it is extended into a wide, open, champaign country 
which, annually repleniſhed with the huſbandman's 
ſeed, ſhoots into a copious harveſt : A harveſt, not only 
of that principal wheat, which is the ſtaff of our life, 
ſtrengthens our heart; but of the appointed barley ||, 
and various other forts of grain, which yield an ex- 
cellent food for Gar animals; and either enable them 
to diſpatch our drudgery, or elſe fatten their fleſh 
for our tables. . fn 

The furrows, obedient to the will of man, 
their produce +. They bring forth a crop of tall, 
flexile, lender plants — : whoſe thin filmy coat, dried, 
ttenuated, and ſkilfully manufactured, transforms it- 
lf into ſome of the moſt neceflary accommodations of 


Mark iv. 28. f John v. 1 7. f 2 Tim. ii. 1. | If. xxviii. 25. 
+ One may venture to fay of the earth, with regard 10 its 
Vegetable operation, 


Omnia transformat ſeſe in miracula rerum 
++ Flax aud hemp, _ . 
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life, and genteeleſt embelliſhments of ſociety.—It is 


wove into ample volumes of cloth; which, fixed to 
the maſt, give wings to our ſhips, and waft them to 
the extremities of the ocean. It is twiſted into vaſt 
lengths of cordage; which add nerves to the crane, 
and lend ſinews to the pulley ; or elſe, adhering to 
the anchor, they faſten the veflel even on the fluctua- 
ting element, and ſecure its ſtation even amidſt dri- 
ving tempeſts.—lt furniſhes the ducheſs with her coftly 
head-drefs, and delicately- ſine rafles. No leſs ſtrong 
than neat, it ſupphes the ploughman with his coarſe 
frock, and the failor with his ctumſy trowſers. Its fi- 
bres, artfully ranged by the operations of the loom, 
cover our tables with a graceful elegance, and ſurround 
our bodies with a cheniſhing warmth. On this the pain- 
ter ſpreads the colours, which inchant the eye; in this 
the merchant packs the wares, which enrich the world. 
Yonder, the Hille, like a grand amphitheatre, ariſe. 
Amphitheatre! All the pompous works of Roman 
magnificence, are leſs than mole-banks, are mere 
cockle-ſhells, compared with thoſe majeſtic elevations 
of the earth. Some clad with mantling vines; ſome 
crowned with towering cedars; fome ragged with 
mithapen rocks, or yawning with ſubterrancous dens: 
whoſe rough and inacceſſible crags, whoſe hideous and 
gloomy cavities, are not onlya continual refuge for the 
wild goats, but have often proved an aſylum to perſecu- 
ted merit , and a ſafeguard to the moſt valuable lives. 
At a greater diftance, the mountain lift their frozen 
brows, or penetrate the clouds with their afpiring 
peaks. Their frozen brows erreft the roving, and con- 
denſe the rarefied vapours +. Their caverned bowels 
collect the dripping treaſures, and fend them abroad, 
in gradual communications, by trickling ſprings. 
While their ſteep ſides precipitate the watery ſtores; 
rolling them on with fuch a forcible impulſe f, that 
they never intermit their unwearied courſe, till they 
have ſwept through the moſt extenſive climes, and re- 
gained their native feas. 


The vineyard ſwells into a profuſion of cluſters : 


ſome tinged with the deepeſt purple, and delicately 
clouded with azure : fome clad with a whitiſh trani- 
parent {kin, which thews the tempting kernels, lodged 
in luſcious nectar.— The vine requires a ſtrong — — 
tion of the ſun-beams, and 2 very large proportion 
of warmth. How commadiouſly do the hills and 
mountains, miniſter to this — May we not call 
thoſe vaſt declivities, the garden-wa/ls of nature? 
which, far more effectually than the moſt coltly glaſſes, 
or moſt artful green-houſes, concenter the ſolar heat, 
and complete the maturity of the grape: diſtending it 
with a liquor of the fineſt ſcent, the moſt agreeable 
reliſh, and the moſt exalted qualities ; ſuch as diffipate 
ſadneſs, and inſpire vivacity ; ſuch as make glad the 
heart of man, and moſt ſweetly prompt, both his 


* To David, from Saul malice ; to Elijah, from 7ezebel's 


' vengeance ; to many of the primitive Chriſtians, from the rage 


of perſccuting emperors : they wandered in deſerts and in moun- 
tains, in dens and caves of the earth, Heb. xi. 38; 

+ Therefore ſtyled—nimboſa cacumina mont it. VIR c. 
i is obſerved, that the largeſt riwers in the world, thoſe 
which roll the heavieſt burden of waters, and perform the 
moſt extenſive circuit through the nations, generally take their 
riſe from mountains. The Rhine, the Rhone, and the Po, all 
deſcend from the Alps, The Tygris derives is rapid flood 
from the everlaſting ſnows and ſteep ridges of Niphates. And, 
to mention no more inftances, the river Anazones, which pqurs 
itſelf through a multitude of provinces, and waters near cigh- 
teen hundred leagues of land, has. izs urn in the caverns, and 
ok bogs from the peecipices, of that immenſe range of hills, 

If the reader is inclined to ſee the origin and formation of 
rivers er in all bs * -of diction, and with all 
the graces of poetry, he may find. this entertainment in Mer 
Thomfon's Autumn. /in. 381. laſt edit. 
Amazing ſcene |' behold, the gm dic leſe. 

1 fee the rivers in their infant beds! - 12 

Deep, deep I heur them, lab ring to get ſrea / 


* 
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gratitude, and his duty, to the munificent GIVE R. 
—1 e and I bluſh for my fellow- creatures, that 
any ſhould abuſe this indulgence of heaven; that any 
ſhould turn ſo valuable a gift of G OD into an inſtru- 
ment of ſin; turn the moſt exhilarating of cordials 
into poiſon, madneſs, and death. 

The kitchen-garden preſents us with a new train ot 
bencſits. In its blooming ornaments, what unaffected 
beauty! in its culinary productions, what diverſified 
riches! It ripens a multitude of nutrimental eſculents, 
and almoſt an equal*abundance of medicinal herbs ; 
diſtributing refreſhments to the healthy, and admini- 
ſtering remedies to the ſick, —The orchard, all fair 
and ruddy, and bowing down beneath its own deli- 
cious burden, gives us 2 freſh demonſtration of our 
CREAT O R's kindneſs ; regales us, firſt, with all the 
delicacies of ſummer-fruits ; next, with the more laſt- 
ing ſucceſſion of autumnal dainties. 

What is nature, but a ſeries of wonders, and a fund 
of delights! That ſuch a variety of fruits, ſo beau- 
tifully coloured, ſo elegantly ſhaped, and ſo charm- 
ingly flavoured, ſhould ariſe from the earth! than 
which nothing is more inſipid, ſordid, and deſpicable. 
l am ſtruck with pleaſing aſtoniſhment at the cauſe 
of theſe fine effects, and no leſs ſurpriſed at the man- 
ner of bringing them into exiſtence. I take a walk 
in my garden, or a turn through my orchard, in the 
month of December. There ſtand ſeveral logs of wood 
faſtened to the ground. They are erect indeed and 
ſhapely, but without either ſenſe or motion. No hu- 
man hand will touch them, no human aid will ſuccour 
them ; yet, in a little time, they are beautified with 
bloſſoms, they are covered with leaves, and at laſt are 
loaded with mellow treaſures ; with the downy peach 
and the poliſhed plum; with the muſky apricot and 
the juicy pear; with the cherry, and its coral pend- 
ants, glowing through lattices of green, 

- | - and dark 
Beneath her ample leaf, the luſcious fig. 


I have wondered at the ſtructure of my watch; 
wondered more at the deſcription of the ſilk-mills; 
moſt of all, at' the account of thoſe prodigious en- 
gines invented by Archimedes. But what are all the 
inventions of all the geometricians and mechanics in 
the world, compared with theſe inconceivably-nice au- 
tomata * of nature! Theſe /e/f-operating machines diſ- 
patch their buſineſs, with a punctuality that never 
miſtakes, with a dexterity that cannot be equalled. In 
ſpring, they clothe themſelves with ſuch unſtudied but 
exquiſite finery, as far exceeds the embroidery of the 
needle, or the labours of the loom. In autumn, they 
reſent us with ſuch a collation of ſweetmeats, and ſuch 
landiſhments of taſte, as ſurpaſs all that the moſt cri- 
tical luxury could prepare, or the moſt laviſh fancy i- 
magine.— So that thoſe coarſe and ſenſeleſs logs firſt de- 
corate the divine creation, then perform the honours 
of the table. | 
If, amidſt theſe ordinary productions of the earth, 
GOD appears ſo great in counſel and mighty in work þ ; 
what may we expect to ſee in the palaces of heaven; 
in the hierarchies of angels; and in that wonderful 
REDEEMER, who 1s, beyond all other objects, 


* Automata, or ſelf-operating machines ; not meant to ſet 
aſide the ſuperintendency of Providence, but only to exclude 
the co-operation of man. . 

The word a is uſed by our MASTER ; is a very fine, 
and moſt expreſſive word; for which reaſons, I have ventu- 
red to give it a kind of Engliſb naturalization. It ſignifies, ſays 
a Greek ſcholiaſt, Tas uwnxavas, as xar' avlas wipyvons, 
28,—Tt is an explication and an abridgment of that remarkable 
phraſe, which occurs in the Moſaic hiſtory of the creation, 
JR IMO 7:78 
made, appears tautological, and is by no means an exact tranſ- 
lation. It ſhould rather be —_— which GOD created in 
order to make ; to make, by theſe prolific inſtruments and re- 
producing principles, a continual ſucceſſion of animals, vege- 
tables, and creature. #* Jer. xxxii, 19. 
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beyond all other manifeſtations, 
the power of GOD *! | 

The foreſt rears myriads of maſly bodies, which, th,y 
neither gay with blofloms, nor rich with fruit fa 
us with timber of various kinds, and of every defirabl 
quality +, But who ſhall cultivate ſuch huge trees, 
diffuſed over ſo vaſt a ſpace? The toil were endleſs. 
See therefore the all-wiſe and ever-gracious ordination 
of Providence! They are ſo conſtituted, that they 
have no need of the ſpade and the pruning-Knife. Na 
the little cares of man would diminiſh, rather * 
augment their dignity and their uſefulneſs. The more 
they are neglected, the better they thrive ; the more 
wildly grand and magnificent they grow. 

When felled by the axe, they are ſawed into beams 
and ſuſtain the roofs of our houſes ; they are faſhioncd 
into carriages, and ſerve for the conveyance of the hca. 
vieſt loads.—Their ſubſtance ſo phant, that they yield 
to the chizel of the turner, ec are ſmoothed by the 
plane of the joiner ; are wrought into the niceſt dimi. 
nutions of ſhape, and compoſe ſome of the fine 
branches of houſehold furniture. —Their texture { 

ſolid, that they form the moſt important parts of thoſe 
mighty engines ; which, adapting themſelves to the 
play of mechanic powers, diſpatch more work in a 
ſingle hour, than could otherwiſe be accompliſhed in 
many days. At the ſame time, their preſſure is ſo 
light, that they float upon the waters ; and glide along 
the ſurface, almoſt with as much agility, as the finny 
fry glance through the deep.—Thus, while they im- 
E magnificence to architecture, and beſtow number. 
eſs conveniencies on the family; they conſtitute the 
very baſis of navigation, and give expedition, give 
being to commerce. | 

Amidſt the inacceſſible depths of the foreſt, an ha- 
bitation is aſſigned for thoſe ravenous beaſts, whoſe ap- 
pearance would be frightful, and their neighbourhood 
dangerous to mankind. Here the ſternly- majeſtic li- 
on rouſes himſelf from his den; ſtalks through the 
midnight-ſhades ; and awes the ſavage herds with his 
roar. Here the fiery tyger ſprings upon his prey, and 
the gloomy bear trains up her whelps. Here the ſwitt 
leopard ranges, and the grim wolf prowls, and both 
in queſt of murder and blood. Were theſe horrid 
animals to dwell in our fields, what havock would they 
make ? what conſternation would they ſpread ? But they 
voluntarily bury themſelves in the deepeſt receſſes of 
the deſert ; while the ox, the horſe, and the ſervice- 
able quadrupeds, live under our inſpection, and kcep 
within our call; profiting us as much by their pre- 
ſence, as the others oblige us by their abſence. 

If, at any time, thoſe ſhaggy monſters make an 
excurſion into the habitable world, it is when man 
retires to his chamber, and ſleeps in ſecurity. The 
ſun, which invites other creatures abroad, gives them 
the ſignal to retreat. The ſun ariſeth, and they get 
them away, and lay them down in their dens f. Strange! 
that the orient light, which is ſo pleaſing to us, 
ſhould ſtrike ſuch terror on them! ſhould, more et- 
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the wiſdom of GOD, and 


fectually than a legion of guards, put them all to 


flight, and clear the country of thoſe formidable c- 
nemies ! | | 

If we turn our thoughts to the atmoſphere, we find 
a moſt curious and exquiſite apparatus of air: which, 
becauſe no object of our ſight, is ſeldom obſerved, 
and little regarded ; yet is a ſource of innumerable 
advantages. And all theſe advantages (which is al- 


| - x Cort. 24. 

+ Tully has given us an abridgment of all the preceding par- 
ticulars ; which, I think, is one of the fineſt landſcapes in 
miniature, that the deſcriptive pen ever drew.—Terra univer- 
fa cernatur, veſtita floribus, herbis, arboribus, frugibus ; quorum 
omnium incredibilis multitudo inſatiabili varietate diflinguitur- 
Adde huc fontium gelidas perennitates, liquores perlucidss amni- 
um, riparum veſtitus viridiſſimos, ſreluncarum conca vas altitudines, 
ſaxorum aſperitates, impendentium montium altitudines, immen- 


ſitateſque camporum. De nat. Deor. lib, II. + Pal. civ. 22. 
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moſt incredible) are fetched from the very jaws of 
1 — | be obſcure; theretore I eX- 


ruin. My, meaning may 


ain myſelf. F 
We hoe plunged, if I may fo ſpeak, in an ocean df 
air. Whote preſſure, upon à perion of moderate ſize, 
is equal to the weight of fwenty thouſand pounds, 
"Tremendous conſideration ! Should the ceilin of a 
100m, or the roof of a houſe, fall upon us with half 
that force, what deſtructive effects muſt enſue ? Such 
a force would infallibly drive the breath from our 
lungs, or break every bone in our bodies. Yet ſo ad- 
nürably has the divine witdom contrived this acreal 
fluid, and ſo nicely counterpoiſed its dreadful power, 
that we receive not the {lighteſt hurt; we ſuffer no 
manner of inconvenience z we even enjoy the Joad. 
Inſtead of being as a mountain on our loins, it is like 
wings to our feet, or like-ſinews to our limbs.—Is not 
this common ordination of Providence, thus conſidered, 
ſomewhat like the miracle of the burning buſh ; whoſe 
tender and combuſtible ſubſtance, though in the midſt 
of flames, was neither conſumed nor injured. &? ls it 
not almoſt as marvellous, as the prodigy of the three 
Hebrew youths, who walked in the hery furnance, 
without having a hair of their head ſinged, or ſo much 
as the ſmell of Fre paſſing on their garments * ?!—Sure- 
ly we have reaſon to ſay unto G OD, O how terrible, 
et how beneficent, art thou in q' works / n 
The air, though too weak to ſupport our flight, is 
a thoroughfare for innumerable wings. Here the whole 
commonwealth of birds take up their abode. Here 
they lodge and expatiate, beyond the reach of their 
adverſaries. Were they to run upon the earth, they 
would be expoſed to ten thouſand dangers, without 
proper ſtrength to reſiſt them, or ſufficient ſpeed to e- 
ſcape them. Whereas, by — the ſkies, and 
lifting themſelves up on high, they are ſecure from peril, 
they ſcorn the horſe and his rider |. —Some of them 
perching upon the boughs, others ſoaring amidſt the 
firmament, entertain us with their notes ; which are mu- 
ſical and agreeable, when heard at this convenient di- 
{tance ; but would be noiſy and importunate, if brought 
nearer to our ears. Here many of thoſe feathered fa- 


milies reſide, which yield us a delicious treat; yet give 


us no trouble, put us to no expence, and, till the mo- 
ment we want them, are wholly out of our way. 

The air, commiſſioned by its all-bountiful A U- 
THOR, charges itſelf with the adminiſtration of ſe- 


veral offices, which are perfectly obliging, and no leſs & 


ſerviceable to mankind. Co- operating with our lungs, 
it ventilates the blood, and refines our fluids. It qua- 
lifes and attempers the vital warmth, promotes and 
exalts the animal ſecretions. Many days we might 
live, or even whole months, without the light of the 
ſun, or the glimmering of a ſtar. Whereas, if we are 
deprived, only for a few minutes, of this aereal ſup- 
port, we licken, we faint, we die. The ſame univer- 
ſal nurſe has a conſiderable ſhare in cheriſhing the ſeve- 
ral tribes of plants. It helps to transfuſe vegetable vi- 
gour into the trunk of the oak, and a blooming gaie- 
ty into the ſpread of the roſe. 

The air undertakes to convey to our noſtrils the ex- 
tremely-ſubtile efluvia, which tranſpire from odorite- 
rous bodies. Thoſe detached particles are ſo imper- 
ceptibly ſmall, that they would elude the moſt careful 
hand, or eſcape the niceſt eye. But this truſty depoſi- 
tary receives and eſcorts the invilible vagrants, without 
loling ſo much as a ſingle atom: entertaining us, by 
this means, with the delightful ſenſations, which ariſe 
from the fragrance of flowers ; and admoniſhing us, 
by the tranſmiſſion of offenſive ſmells, to withdraw 
from an unwholeſome ſituation, or beware of any per- 
mcious food, BA | 

The air, by its undulating motion, conducts to our 
ear all the diverſities of ſound ; and thereby diſcharges 
—— Irn ii, 2, + Dan. iii. 27. Job xxxix. 18. 
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the duty of a moſt ſeaſonable and faithful monitor. 
As I walk acroſs the ſtreets of London, with my eye en- 
gaged on other objects; a dray, perhaps, with all its 
load, is driving down directly upon me, Or, as I ride 
along the road, muſing and unapprehenſive, a chariot 
and fix is whirling on, with a rapid career, at the 
heels of my horſe. The air, like a _ friend, in 
pain for my welfare, immediately. takes the alarm ; 
and, while the danger is at a conſiderable diſtance, 
ditpatches a courier to advertiſe me of the approaching 
milchicf. It even thunders in my ear; and, with a 
clamorous but. kind importunity, .urges me to be upon 
my guard, and provide for my ſafety. - * . .. | 

The air wafts to our ſenſe all the modulations of mu- 


fic, and the more agreeable entertainments of refined 


converſation. When Myrtilla ftrikes the ſilver ſtrings, 
and teaches the willing harpſichord to warble with her 
CREATOR's praiſe; when her ſacred ſonata warms 
the heart with devotion, and wings our deſires to hea- 
ven. When Cleora tunes her ſong, or the nightingale 
imitates her inchanting voice: hen ſhe heightens eve- 


ry melodious note, with her adored R E DE EME R's 


name; and ſo ſmooths her charming tones, ſo breathes 
ker rapturous ſoul, “that GO D's own ear liſtens de- 
“ lighted.” When Wiſdom, takes its ſeat on Mitio's 
tongue; and flows, in perſpicuous periods, and in- 
ſtructive truths, amidſt the choſen circle of his acquain- 
tance. When Benevolence, aſſociated with Perſuaſion, 
dwell on Nicander's lips, and plead the cauſe of inju- 
red innocence, or oppreſſed virtue. When Goodneſs, 
leagued with, Happineſs, accompany Euſebius into the 
pulpit; and reclaim the libertine from the ſlavery of his 
vices ; diſengage the infidel from the faſcination of his 
prejudices z and fo affectionately, ſo pathetically invite 
the whole audience, to partake the unequalled joys of 
pure religion.——In all theſe caſes, the air diſtributes e- 
very mutical variation with the utmoſt exa&neſs ; and 
delivers the ſpeaker's meſſage, with the moſt punctual 


fidelity. Whereas, without this internuncio, all would 


be ſullen and unmeaning ſilence. We ſhould loſe both 
the pleaſure and the profit; neither be charmed with the 
harmonious, nor improved by the articulate accents. 

The breezes of the air, when vague and unconfined, 
are ſo very gentle, that they ſport. with the moſt inof- 
fenſive wantonneſs amidſt Ophelia's locks, and ſcarce 
diſadjuſt a ſingle curl. But, when collected and applied 
by the contrivance of man; they act with ſuch prodi- 
us force, as is ſufficient to. whirl round the hugeſt 
wheels, though clogged with the moſt encumberin 
loads. They make the ponderous millſtones move 40 
ſwiftly, as the dancer's heel; and the maſſy beams 
play as nimbly, as the muſician's finger. 


If we climb, in ſpeculation; the higher regions, we 
find an endleſs ſucceſſion of clouds, fed by evaporations 
from the ocean. The clouds are themſelves a kind of 
ocean, ſuſpended in the air with amazing ſkill. They 
travel, in detached parties, and in the quality of 1tine- 
rant ciſterns, round all the terreſtrial globe. They fruc- 
tify, by proper communications of moiſture, the ſpa- 
cious paſtures of the wealthy; and gladden, with no 
leſs liberal ſhowers, the cottager's little ſpot. Nay, ſo 
condeſcending is the benignity of their great Proprie- 
tor, that they ſatisfy the deſolate and waſte ground; and 
cauſe, even in the moſt uncultivated wilds, the bud of 
the tender herb to ſpring forth , that the natives of 
the lonely deſert, thoſe ſavage herds which know no 
maſter's ſtall, may nevertheleſs experience the care, 
ny 7 in the bounty, of an all- ſupporting P A- 
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How wonderful! that the water, which. is much 
denſer and far heavier than the air, ſhould riſe into it ; 
make its way through it; and take a ſtation in de v 
uppermoſt regions of it! This, one would imagine, 

Job xxxvili. 27. | 
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were abmoſt as impoſſible, as for the rivers to run back 

to their ſource. Yet Providence has contrived a wa 
to render it not only practicable, but matter of conta- 
nual occurrence. 

How wonderful ! that pendent lakes ſhould be diffu- 
ſed, or fluid mountains heaped over our heads; and 
both ſuſtamed in the thinneſt parts of the atmoſphere ! 
We little thank ot that fu 
without conduits of ſtone, or veſſels of braſs, keeps 

ſuch loads of water in a buoyant ſtate. Fob and Eli- 
Vu conſidered this, and were ſtruck with holy admira- 
tion. Do thou tnot the balancings of the clouds ! how 

ſuch ponderous bodies are made to hang with an even 
- poiſe, and hover like the lighteſt down ? "Theſe are the 
zwondrous wworks of 111 M, who 1s perfect in knowledge *. 
Ie bindeth up the waters in his thick clouds : — the 
cloud, though nothing is more looſe and fluid, becomes, 
by his almighty order, ſtrong and tenacious as caſks of 
iron; it it not rent 4 under all the weight. 

When the fluices are opened, and the waters de- 
ſcend, we might reaſonably ſuſpect, that they ſhould 
hurſt forth in cataracts, or pour out themfclves in tor- 
rents. Whereas, inſtead of ſuch a diſorderly and pre- 
cipitate eſſuſion, which would be infinitely pernicious, 
they coaleſce into globules, and are diſpenſed in gentle 
ſkewers. They are often attenuated into the ſmallneſs 
-of a hair : they ſpread themſelves, as if they were 
ſtrained through the orthces of the fineſt watering- pot; 
and torm thoſe /mall drops of rain, which the clouds diſtil 
upon nan abundantly j|. Thus, inſtead of drowning 
the earth, and ſweeping away its fruits, they cheriſh 
univerſa! nature; and, in conformity to the practice 
of their great MASTER, diſtribute their humid ſtores 
to men, to animals, and vegetables, as they are able to 
bear them |. | 

Beſides the reſervoirs of water, here arc cantoned 
various parties of winds, mild or fierce, gentle or 
boiſterous; furnithed with breezy wings, to fan the 
| mg ſitmament, and diffuſe refreſhment on a faint- 
ing world; or elle fitted to act as an univerſal hem, 
and, by ſweeping the chambers of the atmoſphere, to 

e the fine aereal fluid free from feculencies. 
Without this wholefome agency of the winds, the air 
would ſtagnate; become putrid ; and ſurround us, in 
the litcral ſenſe of the words, with darkneſs that might 
be felt —. London, Paris, and all the great cities in the 
world, inſtead of being the ſeats of elegance, would 

crate into ſinks o * . 

At ea, the winds ſwell the mariner's fails, and 
ſpeed his courſe along the watery way; ſpeed it far 
more effectually than a thouſand rowers, bending to 
their ſtrokes, and tugging at the oar.—By land, they 
perform the office of an immenſe ſeedman, and ſcatter 
abroad the reproductive principles of a multitude of 
plants; which, though the ſtaff of life to many ani- 
mals, are too fmall for the managament, or too mean 
for the attention of man. H E bringeth the winds out 
of his treaſurtes +, is a very juſt obſervation, whether 
it relate to GOD's abſolute and uncontrollable domi- 
nion over this moſt potent meteor, or to its welcome 

and ſalutary inſtuence — on all the face of nature. 
Here are lightnings ſtationed. Though dormant at 
_ preſent, they are in act to ſpring, and launch the livid 
flame ; whenever their piercing flaſh is neceſſary to 
deſtroy the ſulphureous vapours ; or diſlodge any other 
noxious matter, which might be prejudicial to the de- 


* Job xxxvii. 16. + Job xxvi. 8. 
ft The Hebrew words, which convey the idea of gentle rain, 
ſignify à portion of water, made ſmall as a hair, or divided 
into milliens of parts, TIVAT t Deut. xxxii. 2, 
Job. xxxvi. 28. + Mark iv. 33. 
+ Exod. x. 21, ++ Pfal. cxxxv. 7. 
= Quam ſalutaret autem dedit, quam tempeſtives non mode 
hominum, ſed etiam pecudum generi, tis denique omnibus qua o- 
runtur a terra, ventos ? quorum flatu nimii kemperantur cu- 
leres, ab iiſdem etiam maritimi curſus celeres et certi diriguntur. 


De nat. Deor. lib. II. 


rpriſing expedient, which, 
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licate temperature of the ætlier, and obſcure its more 
than cryſtalline tranſparency. | 

Above all is ſituate a radiant and majeſtic orb, which 
enlightens the tracts, chears the inhabitants, and co. 
lours all the productions of this habitable globe. While 
the air, by a ſingular addreſs in managing the rays 
amplifies their uſefulneſs ; its refecting power * aug. 
ments that heat, which is the life of nature; its rœracl. 
ing power prolongs that ſplendor, which is the beaut 
of the creation —-Theie emanations of light, though 
formed of inactive matter, yet 0 apparatus 
of almighty wiſdom !) are refined almolt to the ſabtilty 
of ſpirit, and are ſcarce inferior even to thought in 
ſpeed, By which means, they ſpread themſelves, with 
a kind of inſtantancous ſwiftneſs, through the circum. 
ference of a whole hemiſphere ; and though they fil 
where-ever they pervade, yet they ſtraiten no place, 
embarraſs no one, encumber nothing. * : 

Theſe give the diamond its brilliancy, and the vel. 
vet its gloſs: to theſe the chearful eye is obliged for 
its lively ſparkle, and the modeſt check for its roſy 
bluſh. Theſe, attending the judicious touches of the 
pencil, bid the drapery flow, and the embodied figure 
ariſe ; bid the countenance wear the calm ſerenity of 
thought, or be agitated with the wild tranſports of 
paſſion. Without this circumſtance of colour, we ſhould 
want all the entertainments of viſion, and be at a loſs to 
diſtinguiſh one thing from another. We ſhould heſi- 
tate to pronounce, and muſt take a little journey to 
determine, whether yonder incloſure contains a piece 
of paſturage, or a plot of arable land. We ſhould 
queſtion, and could not very expeditiouſly reſolve, 
whether the next perſon we meet, be a ſoldier in his 
regimentals, or a {wain in his holiday- ſuit? a bride in 
her ornaments, or a widow in her weeds ? But colour, 
like a particular livery, characterizes the claſs, to 
which every individual belongs. It is the /abe/, which 
indicates, upon the firſt inſpection, its reſpective quali- 
ty. lt is the 7:c&et, which guides our choice, and di- 
rects our hand . 

We have curſorily furveyed the 


upper rooms of our 
great habitation, and taken a turn 


ong the ground- 


fleor ; if we deſcend into the ſubterraneous lodgments, 


the cellars of the ſtately ſtructure, we ſhall there alſo ſind 
the moſt exquiſite contrivance acting in concert with 
the moſt profuſe goodness. Here are various mineral, 


The air is a curious cover, which, without oppreſſing the 
inhabitants of the earth with any perceivable weight, confines 
reflects, and thereby increaſes the vivifying heat of the ſun, 
The air increaſes this kindly heat, much in the ſame manner as 
bur garments by day, or bed-cloaths by night, give additional 
warmth to our bodies — Whereas, when the acreal veſtment 
i thin, or, to ſpeak more philoſophically, when the air 

ecomes leſs in quantity, and more attenxzated in quality, the 
folar warmth is very ſenſibly diminiſhed. Travellers on the 
lofty mountains of America ſometimes experience, to their ter - 
rible cofl, the truth of this obſervation. Though the clime, 
at the foot of thoſe prodigious hills, is even hot and ſultry ; 
yet, on their ſummits, the cold rages with ſuch exceſſive ſeve- 
rity, that it is no unuſual calamity, for the horſe and his rider 
to be frozen to death. We have therefore great reaſon to bleſs 
the ſupreme DISPOSER of things, for placing us in the 
commodious concavity, or rather under the cheriſbing wings of 
an atmoſphere. | | 

+ This, I believe, fuggeſts the true ſenſe of thofe noble me- 
taphors, uſed by the divine ſpeaker. It is turned as clay to the 
ſeal, and they fland as a garment : it, the earth, and all its 
productions, receive, from the riſing ſun, both colour and beau- 
ty, Juſt as the ſoft clay, and the melting wax, receive an cle- 
81 from the ſeal.—They (the morning and the day- 

ring, mentioned in a preceding verſe) and as a garment ; 
they act the part of a magnificent and univerſal cloathing ; gixe 
all viſible objects, their comely aſpect, and graceful diſtinctions. 
Fob xxxvili. 14. | 

What bold and fine images are here The ſea had been de- 
ſeribed as an infant, eable, froward, and impetuous, 
with thick darkneſs for its ſwaddling-band. The (ight is repre” 
ſented as an handmaid, attending to dreſs the creation; and ex- 
ecuting the CREATOR's orders, with. a punfuality that 
never fails, with a /peed that cannot be equalled. | 
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of ſoverei 
the vitiate 
which often rekindle the 


eflic h red 
. L quicken the languid ſpirits ; 
fading bloom in the virgin s 


complexion, and reinvigorate the enfeebled arm of j 


od,—Here are beds fraught with metals of the 
richeſt value. From hence Se the golden trea- 
ſures, from hence the ſilver ſtores, which are the 
very life of traffic; and circulate through the body 
litic as the vital fluid through the animal frame: 
which, in the refining hand of charity, are feet 
to the lame, and eyes to the blind, and make the 
widow's heart ſing for joy.—Here are mines, which 
yield a metal of meaner aſpect, but of a firmer cohe- 
fion, and of ſuperior uſefulneſs: A metal, that con- 
ſtitutes almoſt all the implements, with which art exe- 
cutes her various deſigns. Without the aſſiſtance of 
iron, trade would be reduced to the lowelt ebb ; com- 
merce would feel her wings clipped ; and every ſpecies 
of mechanic {kill, either utterly fail, or be miſerably 
baflled. Without the aſſiſtance of iron, it would be 
almoſt impoſſible to rear the ſteady malt, to diſplay the 
daring canvaſs, or drop the faithtul anchor, Deſtitute 
of this ever-needful commodity, we ſhould have no 
plough to furrow the oil, no ſhuttle to traverſe the 
loom, ſcarce any ornament for polite, or any utenſil 
for ordinary life. : 

Here is an inexhauſted fund of combuſtible materials , 
which ſupply the whole nation with tewel. Theſe 
preſent their miniſtrations in the kitchen ; and yielding 
themſelves as aliment to the flame, render 'our food 
both palatable and healthy, —'Theſe offer their ſervice 
at the forge ; and, with their piercing heat, mollify 
the moſt {tubborn bars, till they become phant to the 
ſtroke of the hammer. — The coals pour themſelves 
likewiſe into the glaſs-houſes. They rage, amidſt 
thoſe aſtoniſhing furnaces, with irreſiſtible but uſeful 
ſierceneſs. They liquify even the obdurate ſlint, and 
make the moſt rigid ſubſtances far more ductile 
than the ſofteſt clay, or the melting wax ; make them 
obſequious, not only to the lighteſt touch, but to the 
impreſſions of our very breath. 

By this means, we are furniſhed, and from the 
coarſeſt ingredients, with the moſt curious, beautiful, 
and ſerviceable manufacture in the world: A manu- 
facture, which tranſmits the light and warmth of the 
ſun into our houſes; yet excludes the annoyance of 
the rains, and tlie violence of the winds. Which 
gives new eyes to decrepit age, and vaſtly more enlarged 
views to philoſophy and ſcience; which leads up the 
aſtronomer's diſcernment, even to the 2 of Sa- 
turn: and carries down the naturaliſt's obſervation, 
as far as the animalcule race; bringing near what is 
immenſely remote, and making viſible what, to our 
unaſſiſted ſight, would be abſolutely imperceptible. . 

We have alſo, when the ſun withdraws his ſhining, 
an expedient to ſupply his place. We can create au 
artificzal day in our rooms, and prolong our ſtudies, 
or purſue our buſineſs, under its chearing influence. 
With beaming tapers and ruddy fires, we chaſe the 
darkneſs, and mitigate + the cold; we cheriſh conver- 

A for the earth, ſays Joh, out of it cometh bread: corn, 
vegetables, and whatever is good for food, ſpring from its ſur- 
face, While under it is turned up as it were fire : its lower parts 
MNMN irs deeper ſtrata, yield combuſtible materials ; which 


are cally enkindled into fire, and adminiſter the moſt ſubſtan- 

ul tewel for the flame. Job xxviii. 5. 
. J can hardly forbear tranſcribing the grateful and pions re- 
mark, which Sacrates makes on this Occaſion. Demonſtrating, 
rom the advantageous and benign conſtitution of | things, 
D's indulgent care for mankind, he aſks, 1 # 3 79 Tp gige, 


Wu vin οο atv Tuxue, trixupor Is gxolvg, owviplov d mos Haray Exam, N na 
ere tf tex up raue Ng yap ouninovlt untv, ad ationayoy avitu. 


apo N re , e N pre Alec TO which his pupil 
very intelligently replies, TreCaran D giawdpare, Vid, Socrat. 
emer. lib. IV. A work, which may be ranked among che 
Jef remains of antiquity, Egua!l, tis acknowledged, to any 
2 the ancient compoſitions, in purity of ſtyle, and dignity of 
f atiment, Superior, I think, to them all, for the artful, deli- 
ate, and happy manner of conveying inſtruction, © © © 
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ſation, and cultivate the ſocial ſpirit. We render 
thoſe very intervals of time, ſome of the moſt delight- 
tul portions of our life, which otherwiſe would be a 
joyleſs and unimproving void. | 


Theſe obſcure caverns are the birth- of the moſt 
ſparkling gems : which, when nicely poliſhed, and 


prodigal of their luſtre, ſtand candidates for a place on 
the royal crown, or a ſeat on the virtuous fair-one's 
breaſt : and, I will not with our men of gallantry ſay, 
emulate the living brilliancy of her eyes ; but ſerve as 
a foil, to ſet off the lovelineſs and excellency of het 
accompliſhed mind, and amiable converſation ; whoſe 
price, according to the unerring eſtimate of inſpiration, 
is ſuperior to ſapphires, 7s far above rubies X. 

Here are quarries, ſtocked with ſtones, inferior in 
beauty to the jeweller's ware, but much more emi- 
nently beneficial : which, when properly ranged, and 
cemented with a tenacious mortar, form the convenient 
abodes of peace, and build the ſtrongeſt fortifications 
of war; defending us from the inclemencies of the 
weather, and the more formidable affaults of our ene- 
mies. Iheſe conſtitute the arches of the bridge, which 
convey the traveller, with perfect ſecurity, over the 
deep and rapid ſtream. Theſe ſtrengthen the arms, 
the ſtupendous arms, of the mole; which ſtretch them. 
{elves far into the ocean, break the impetuoſity of the 
ſurge, and ſcreen the bark from tempeſtuous ſeas.— 
Thete ſtony treaſures are comparatively , while 
they continue in the bowels of the earth ; but acquire 
an increaſing hardneſs, when expoſed to the open air. 
Was this remarkable pecuharity reverſed, what dif- 
liculties would attend the labours of the maſon ? His 
materials could not be extracted from their bed, nor 
tathioned for his purpoſe, without infinite toil. Were 
his work completed, it could not long withſtand the 
5 of the elements; but inſenſibly mouldering, or in- 
ceſlantly 8 would elude the expectations of the 
owner; perhaps, might prove an immature e, in- 
ſtead of a durable Geng. in 
Here are various aſſortments or vaſt layers of clay: 
which, however contemptible in its appearance, is a- 
bundantly more advantageous, than the rocks of 
diamond, or the veins of gold, This is moulded, 
with great expedition and eaſe, into veſſels of any 
ſhape, and of almoſt every ſize. Some ſo delicately 
fine, that they compoſe the moſt elegant and orna- 
mental furniture, for the tea- table of a princeſs. O- 
thers ſo remarkably cheap, that they are ranged on 
the ſhelves, and miniſter at the meals, of the pooreſt 

aſant. All ſo perfectly neat, that no liquid takes the 
ealt taint, nor the niceſt palate any diſguſt, from their 

cleanly ſervices. 5 

A multiplicity of other valuable ſtores, are locked 
up, by Providence, in thoſe ample vaults. The tey of 
all is committed to the management of induſtry ; with 
free permiſſion to produce each particular ſpecies, as 
neceſſity ſhall demand, or prudence direct. | 

Which ſhall we moſt admire, the bountiful heart, 
the liberal hand, or the all-diſcerning eye of our great” 

CREATOR? How obſervable and admirable is his 
precaution, in removing theſe uſeful but cumbrous 
wares, from the ſuperſicies; and ſtowing them, in 
2 repoſitories, beneath the ground Were they 
cattered over the ſurface of the ſoil, the earth would 
be embarraſſed with the enormous load. Our roads 


I wiſh, the author of the preceding dialogues had been. 
better acquainted with the Socratic method; and I could wiſh, 
that young ſtudents for the miniſtry would adopt the ſkill of 
this Heathen philoſopher. Perhaps, no qualification of human 
growth, would more effe&ually contribute to render chem, 
what St Paul ſtyles da ⁰ It (eems-to be the moſt infnu-' 
ting and ſucceſsful way bath to con vince and inſtruct. Nay, it 
convinces the opponent out of his own mouth, and makes 
the pupil inſtruct himſelf. It is what the TEACHER fent 
from GOD praftiſed, in thoſe incomparible ſketches of obli- 
ging and maſterly addreſs, the parables of the two debrors, and 
of the good Samaritan. Luke vii. 41. Luke x. 30. 


* Prov. xxxi. 10, 
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would be blocked up, and ſcarce any portion left free 
for the operations of huſbandry. Were they buried 
extremely deep, or ſunk to the centre of the globe, it 
would coſt us immenſe pains to procure them; or ra- 
ther, they would be quite 7nacce//tble,—Were they u- 
niformly ſpread into a pavement for nature ; the trees 
could not ſtrike their roots, nor the herbs ſhoqt their 
blades, but univerſal /teri/ity muſt enſue.—Whereas, 
by their preſent diſpoſition, they furniſh us with a 
magazine of metallic, without cauſing any diminu- 
tion of our vegetable treaſures. Foſſils of every ſplen- 
did and ſerviceable kind enrich the bowels, while bloom 
and verdure embelliſh the face of the earth. 


So judicious is the arrangement of this grand edi- 
fice! ſo beneficent the deſtination of its whole “ fur- 
niture | in which, all is regulated with conſummate 
ſkill, and touched into the higheſt perfection. All moſt 
exactly adapted to the various intentions of Provi- 
dence, and the manifold exigencies of mankind ; to 
ſupply every want we can feel; and gratify every wifh 
we can form. vw 

Inſomuch that the whole ſyſtem affords a favourite 
and exalted topic of praiſe, even to thoſe diſtinguiſh- 
ed beings, who'/tand on the ſea of glaſs, and have the 
harps of GOD in their hands. They lift their voice 
and ſing, Great and marvellous are thy works, O LORD 
G O D almighty . And is there not reaſon, my Aſpaſio 
would ſay, infinite reaſon, for vs to join this triumph- 
ant choir; and add gratitude to our wonder, love to 
our Hallelujahs? Since all theſe things are to us, not 


No notice is taken of the ocean, in this little rent - rall of 
nature's wealth; becauſe a diſtinct ſketch is given of that 
grand receptacle and its principal ſervices, in LETTERIX, 
4 Rev. xv. 3. Great and marvellzus are thy works, 0 
LORD COD almighty! juſt and true are thy ways, thou 
KING of ſaints ! The firſt part ſeems to mean, what the in- 
ſpired writer calls, the ſong of Moſes. The ſecond contains, 
what he ſtyles, the ſong of the LAMB, The firſt, I ſhould 
imagine, relates tothe ſtupendous works of creation. The ſeccnd 
alludes to the far more wonderfnl ſcheme of redemption; 
The former, deſcribing the ſyſtem of nature, is recorded by 
Moſes ; the latter, comprehending the ſalvation of the ſaints, 
is accompliſhed by CHRIST. 
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ASPASIO 0 


| My dear THERON, 


F you write with ſuch a view, and from ſuch a 

motive, as are mentioned in your laſt, expect no 
more free-wil offerings from my pen. In this one 
inſtance, I ſhall think it my duty to be covetous. I 
{hall act the miſer out of principle; and hardly per- 
ſuade myſelf to part with a ſingle line, till it is become 
an undeniable debt. I muſt turn your own artifice on 
yourſelf; and lay you under a neceſſity of obliging, en- 
tertaining, and edifying me by your correſpondence. 

For give me leave to affure you, that I am always 
delighted, and always improved by your epiſtles. 
They ſhew me a multitude of beauties in the creation, 
which I ſhould not otherwiſe have diſcerned. Th 


point out the infinite power, the unſearchable wiſdom, 


and the charmingly-rich goodneſs of the glorious 
MAKER. Such a philoſophy turns all nature into 
a /chool of inſtruction, and is an excellent handmaid to 
true religion. It makes every abject a ſtep, better than a 

Iden ſtep, to raiſe both our knowledge and our affec- 


tions to the adorable and immortal CAUSE of all. 


While I am roving heedleſsly along, your remarks 
often interpoſe, like ſome intelligent 2 ul monitor, 


who claps his hand upon my breaſt, and ſays, Stand 
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merely objects of contemplation, but ſources of ac. 
commodation ; not only a majeſtic ſpectacle, bright 
with the diſplay of our CREATOR's wiſdom, füt 
an ineſtimable gift, rich with the emanations 0f hi, 
goodneſs. The carth hath he /et before the inhabitants 


of glory, but the earth hath he given to the children ; 


men *,—Having given us ourſelves; given us a v 
has he not a right, a moſt unqueſtionable and unrival. 
led right, to make that tender demand, My ſen, give 
me thy heart +? 

Shall I add another paſſage, which, viewed with an 
but the laſt paragraph, will be like the head of gold 
eminent and conſpicuous on feet of iron and clay? It 
is taken from the fineſt philoſophical oration that ever 
was made. I never read it, but with a glow of de. 
light, and with impreſſions of awe, It is, in ſhort 
inimitably ſpirited and fublime,—You think, perhaps, 
I att an impolitic part, in being ſo laviſh of my praile; 
and that the quotation muſt ſuffer, by ſuch an 99. 
88 introduction. But 1 am under no apprehcy. 
ions of this kind. Forbear to be delighted, if yon 
can ; ceaſe to admire, if you can, when you hear OM. 
NI SCIENCE itfelt declaring, that, on the fight 
of this univerſal fabric, emerging out of nothing, The 
MORNING-STARS SANG TOGETHER, AND ALL Thx 
S0Ns of GOD $HOUTED For jor f.—The ſyſtem 
was 10 graceful, ſo magnificent, and, in all reſpeds 0 
exquiſitely finiſhed, that the moſt exalted intelligence; 
were charmed, were tranſported. They knew not 
how to expreſs themſelves on the great occaſion, but 
in ſhouts of exultation, and ſongs of praiſe, Is it poſ. 
ſible for imagination to conceive an encomium fo ju, 
ſo high, ſo beautifully noble ?—I am ſure, after ſo 
much delicacy, and majeſty of ſentiment, any thing 
of mine mult be intolerably flat; unleſs you will ex- 


cept this one profeſſion, that I am, with the moſt cor- 
dial ſincerity, 


orld ; 


My dear Aſpaſio, 
Invialably yours, 


— — T HERO. 
Pfſal. cxv. 16. + Prov. xxiii, 26. 
+ Job xxxviii. 7. 
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till, and conſider the wondrous works of GOD *.—Will- 
ingly I obey the admonition : the Chriſtian may, 
with peculiar complacency, conſider this grand 
magazine of wonders, this copious ſtore-houſe of 
bleſſings; and, conſcious of an intereſt in F ESUS, 
has a right to call them all his own +, He may look 
round upon preſent things; look forward unto future 
things; and, truſting in his SAVIOUR's merit, 
may confidently fay,—** Not one only, but both theſe 
worlds are mine. By virtue of my RE DEE M- 
« ER's righteouſneſs, I poſſeſs the neceſſary accom- 
* modations of this life; and, on the fame unſhaken 
* footing, I ſtand, entitled to the inconceivable 
5“ felicity of a better.” 5 | 
Surely then it will be as pleaſing an employ, and as 
importantaſearch, to examine the validity of our title to 


future things, as to eſtimate the value of our preſent 


poſſeſſions; Toi have executed the one, let me attempt 
the other. Vou have ſurveyed material nature. It 
appears to be a' fair and ſtately manſion ; void of 
all defect; and, for the purpoſes which it is intended 
to anſwer, completely finiſhed, Is not our SAV . 


* Job xxxvii. 14. | +. 1 Cor. In. 2, 
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0 U R's obedience, the proviſion made for indigent 
and guilty ſouls, equally rich and equally perfect! 
inc this is everlaſting and immutable ; ſince the o- 
ther is tranſient and perifhable ; doubtleſs we may 
argue with the judicious apoſtle; If that which is to 
! done atway, which will ſoon be confi ned over to 
igolution, 7s glorious ; much more that which remaineth, 
whoſe bleſſed effects continue to eternal ages, is glori- 
"Wo are every one as an unclean thing f. Our you 
nature is contaminaced. Even ſanctification, thoug 
it deſtroys the reigning, does not wholly ſuperſede the 
polluting power of iniquity, So that whatever graces 
we exerciſe, whatever duties we perform, (like the 
rays of light tranſmitted through coloured glaſs, or like 
r2ner0us wine ſtreaming from a defiled caſk), they re- 
ceive ſome improper tinge; or contract ſome debaſing 
tuint. But CHRIST was entirely free from this in- 
nale contagion. He had no erroneous apprehenſions 
in his mind, no corrupt bias upon his will; nor any ir- 
regular concupiſcence in his affections, 

Being thus perfectly undeſiled, he did no fir, neither 
was guile found in his mouth f. All his thoughts were 
nnocent, all his words were irreproachable, and every 
tion blameleſs. The moſt accompliſhed among the 
children of men, when ſurpriſed in ſome unguarded 
moment, or aflaulted on ſome weak fide, have been be- 
trayed into error, or hurried into fin. Even Moſes 
ſpake unadviſedly with his lips; and Aaron, the faint 
of the LORD, warped to idolatrous practices. They 
were like ſome ſtagnating late; in which, the dregs be- 
ing ſubſided, the waters appear clean ; but when ſtirred 
by temptation, or agitated by affliction, the ſediment ri- 
{s, and the pool is diſcoloured. Whereas, CHRIST 
may be compared to a fountain, that is all tranſparency, 
and pure to the very bottom; which, however ſhaken, 
however diſturbed, is nothing but fluid cryſtal ; per- 
manently and invariably clear. | 

It was 2 ſmall thing for the bleſſed JESUS, to 
have no depraved propenſity ; he was born in a ſtate 
of conſummate rectitude, and adorned with all the 
beauties of holineſfſs. HOLINESS TO THE 
LORD was inſcribed, not on the mitre, but on the 
heart of our great HIGH PRIEST. Therefore 
he is ſtyled, by the angelic harbinger of his birth, 
THAT HOLY THING |.—In the prophecy of 
Zechariah, the dignity of our REDEEMER's na- 
ture, and the pertection of his obedience, are diſplay- 
d by the ſimilitude of a ſtone 4, adorned with exqui- 
lite engraving : wrought, not by Bezaleel or Aboliab, 
though divinely-inſpired artiſts, but by the finger of 
JEHOVAH himſelf; and more highly finiſhed, 
than it is poſſible for human {kill to equal, or human 
thought to conceive. 

The whole tenor of our LOR D's conduct, was 
2 living exemplification of piety and morality, in their 
moſt extenſive branches, and moſt amiable forms. Saints 
ot the higheſt attainments, have fallen ſhort of the 
glory of GOD ; have been far from reaching the ex- 
_ alted ſtandard of his precepts, But CHRIST fail- 

cd in no point, came ſhort in no degree. We for- 
merly obſerved the great ſublimity, and vaſt extent of 
the divine law. From whence appears the extreme 


+ If. Ixiv. 6. t. 1 Pet. ii. 22. 
|| Luke i. 35,—Which is ſpoken, in centradiſſindion to the 
ſtate of all other births; and implies the univerſal prevalence 
of original corruption, this one inſtance only excepted. For, 
it other infants were holy at their firſt formation, and made 
after the image of G 0D, this remark had been trivial and 
impertinent, if not droll and burleſque ; like ſaying with great 
ſolemnity, ** The child ſhall have a mouth and a head; aye, 

and eyes in the one, and lips to the other.“ Go 

+ Zech. iii. g. Behold the flone that I have laid before Jo- 
Nua : upon one fone ſhall be ſeven eyes: behald! 1 will engrave 
the graving thereof, ſaith the LORD of hofts, and I will re- 
move the iniquity of that land in one day, 


* 2 Cor. iii. 11. 
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difficulty, nay the utter impoſſibility of our juſtifica- 
tion, on. account of any duties performed by ourſelves. 
How ſhould we * then to contemplate the vica- 
rious righteouſneſs of our condeſcending and ado- 
rable SURETY? As the mercy-ſeat was exactly 
commenſurate to the dimenſions of the ark; ſo did our 
LORD's obedience moſt fully quadrate with all and 
every demand of the divine law. It flowed from thoſe 
beſt of principles, ſupreme love to G OD, and un- 
feigned affection to mankind. | 


From! theſe two capital ſources, let us trace our 
LO R D's obedience, through ſome little part of its 
illuſtrious progreſs. His delight in G OD was con- 
ſpicuous, even from his early years: The ſacred ſo- 
lemnities of the ſanctuary, were more engaging to his 
youthful mind, than all the entertainments ofa teſtival. 
When he entered upon his miniſtry, whole nights 
were not too long for his copious devotions. The 
lonely retirements of the deſert, as affording opportu- 
nity for undiſturbed communion with G OD, were 
more deſirable to CHRIST, than the applauſes of 
an admiring world. | x | 

So ceaſeleſs and tranſcendent was his love to GOD, 
that he never ſought any ſeparate pleaſure of his own; 
but always did thoſe things which were pleaſing in his 
FATHER's flight. His own will was entirely ab- 
ſorpt in the will of the MOST HIGH; and it was 
his meat and drink, refreſhing and delightful as the 
richeſt food, or as royal dainties, t finiſh the work 
that was given him to do *, Uo LM 

So entirely devoted to the honour of G OD, that 
a zeal for his houſe, and for the purity of his ordi- 
nances, is repreſented, by the evangelical hiſtorian, as 
eating him up +. Like a heavenly flame glowing in his 
breaſt, it ſometimes fired him with a graceful indig- 
nation; ſometimes melted him into godly ſorrow; aud, 
by exerting itſelf in a variety of vigorous efforts, 
conſumed his vital ſpirits, 

So active and unremitted was the obedience of the 
bleſſed JESUS, that the ſun did not enter upon his 
race with a more conſtant aſſiduity, nor diſpatch his 
buſineſs with greater expedition: and ſure I am, that 
radiant luminary never diſpenſed beams, half fo bright 
or a thouſandth part ſo beneficial. Short was his ſpan, 
but how grand and extenſive were his ſervices ! 80 


grand, that they bring more glory to GOD, than all 


the adminiſtrations of Providence, and all the phano- 
mena of nature. So extenſive, that they ſpread, in 
their gracious efficacy, to the ends of the earth, and 
to the cloſing period of time. Nay, they will diffuſe 
their bleſſed influence even to the celeſtial world, and 
have no other limits of their duration than the ages 
of eternity. 5 | 
Moſt affectionately concerned for the welfare of 
mankind, he ſpent his ſtrength, not barely in relieving 
them, when his aid was 1mplored ; but in ſeeking the 
afflicted, and offering his aſſiſtance. With great fa- 
tigue f, he travelled to remote cities; and with no 
lets condeſcenfion, he viſited the meaneſt villages, that 
all might have the benefit and comfort of his preſence, 
Though multitudes of miſerable objects were brought 
to him from ev quarter, yet he was pleaſed eyen 
to prevent the wiſhes of the diſtreſſed, and went about 


| doing good, 


_* John iv. 34. t John ii. 19, 

t JESUS being weary with his journey, abide vas, John 
iv. 6,—»'sc is thus explained by a Greek commentator, ark, 3 
r eg Our LOR D 
complaint, even on the rough place: contented to uſe it, juſt 
as he found it; neither defiring a ſofter ſeat, nor wiſhing for 
any better accommodation. I rather think, the adverb reſers 
to the preceding adjective xnoranox, which ſigniſies a ſtate pf 


very great fatigue; weakening a perſon to ſuch a degree, that 


he can hardly walk with feady Reps, or even ſit in an wpright 
attitude, The ſacred hiſtorian ſeems to mean, that our L > D 


ſar in ſuch a-poſturc, as ſpoke » man of his body; de · 
' + | | 


) ſat down, without ceremony and withuut 
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ture, to the blind; health, and all the choice comforts 
of life, to the diſeaſed. He expelled malevolent ra- 
ging dazmons; and reſtored, what is more precious than 
the light of the body, or the vigour of the conſtitu- 
tion, the calm poſſeton of the intellectual faculties. 
What greatly ſurpaſſed all the preceding bleſſings, 
he releaſed the wretched ſoul from the dominion of 
darkneſs, and from the tyranny of ſin. He made his 
followers partakers of a divine nature, and prepared 
them for a ſtate of never-ending bliſs. 

Such priceleſs treaſures of wiſdom and beneficence 
flowed from his tongue, and were poured from his 
hands! How different theſe triumphs of mercy, from 
the trophies erected, by wild ambition, in the bloody 
field! If Heathens celebrated thoſe mighty butchers, 
who made cities their ſlaughter-houſe ; made half the 
globe their ſhambles ; and meaſured their merit, by 
the devaſtations they ſpread ; how ſhould Chri/tians 
admire this heavenly BENEFACTOR, who roſe 
upon a wretched world, with healing under his wings ! 
who diſtributed, far and near, the unſpeakably- rich 
gifts of knowledge and holineſs, of temporal happi- 
neſs and eternal joy! 

Nor were theſe rightcous acts his ſtrange work, but 
his repeated, his hourly, his ee employ. 
Sometimes we hear him preaching in the temple, or 
publiſhing his glad tidings in the ſynagogues. Some- 
times we ſee him teaching in private houſes, or bring- 
ing forth the good things of his goſpel on the deck of 
a ſhip. At other times, he takes a mountain for his 

pulpit ; the heavens are his ſounding-board; and a/l 
that have ears to hear, arc invited to be his audience. 
Does he lay aſide this ſolemn office? It is only to 
carry on the ſame delign, in a more condeſcending 
and familiar manner. It he meets with the Phariſees, 
he diſcovers their errors, and reproves their vices; he 
confutes their objections, and (in caſe they are not ab- 
ſolutely inacceſſible to wiſe counſel) rectifies their miſ- 
takes. If he vouchſafes to be preſent at a feaſt, he fur- 
niſhes the richeſt, incomparably the richeſt part of 
the treat. Honey and milk are under his tongue f. He 
inculcates lowlineſs of mind on the vaia t ; he recom- 
mends diſintereſted charity to the ſelfiſh || ; and pro- 
miſes pardon to the weeping penitent {.—Is he retired 
from other company, and furrounded only by his 
choſen attendants? His converſation is a ſermon. Whe- 
ther he fit in the inner chamber, or travel on the pu- 
blic road, or walk through the corn-fields, he is {till 
n his great work; training up his diſciples 
for their ſacred function; and imparting to them, 
what they may communicate to others. —Is he retired 
from all company? Even then he does not diſconti- 
nue his labours of love, but adds the fervent interceſ- 
ſions of the night, to the charitable toils of the day. 
Yes, when all but himſelf lay ſunk in ſoft repoſe, this 
ADVOCATE for a guilty world was engaged in 
an exerciſe of benevolence ; which, though ſecret and 
unobſerved as the falling dews, was far more beneſi- 
cial to our beſt intereſts, than thcſe pearly drops to the 
languiſhing herbs. 
| Moſt charming and unparallelled benignity ! He 
forgot his daily food, neglected his neceſſary reſt, to 
ſpend and be ſpent for the ſalvation of mankind. 
Neither the hardſhips of continual ſelf-denial, nor 
the calumnies of envenomed tongues, could divert 


clared the failure of his ſpirits ; and ſbewed him to be ſpent 
with the heat of the day, and the toil of travelling. Which 
circumſtance gives a moſt beautiful heightening to his charity 
and zeal, ſo generouſly and fo ſucceſsfully exerted in the fol- 


towjhg conference. \ Fs 

t Exapioal ro Bairerr, is: the delicate and noble expreſſion of 
the evangeliſt, Luke vii. 21. He made them.a preſent of ſight. 
Silver and gold had he none; but theſe were his gifts, ſuch 
were his alms, + Cant. iv. 11. | 


Luke xiv. 8. || Luke xiv. 12, 4 Luke vii, 48. 
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He gave oghe *, and all the agrecable ſcenes of na- 
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him from purſuing this favourite buſineſs.— He ſought 
none of your honours, coveted none of your rewards 
O ye children of men! What he ſought, what J 
coveted, was, to wear out his hte in your ſervice 
and lay it down for your ranſom. This wag all his 
deſire, and this indeed he deſired earneſtly,—He long. 
ed (beneſicent, bleſſed BEIN Gh, he longed tor the 
fatal hour. He ſeverely rebuked one of his diſciples 
who would have diſſuaded him from = g as a volun- 
tier to the croſs. He was even ſtraitened *, under à 
kind of holy uneaſineſs, till the dread füt work waz 
accompliſhed ; till he was baptized with the bagtiſy, 
of oy ſufferings, bathed in blood, and plunged in 
cath. 

By this moſt meritorious obedience and death, 
what did he not deſerve? what did he not procure? 
He procured thoſe ineſtimable bleſſings, the pardon ot 
fin, and reconciliation with G OD ; procured, them 
O! love unmerited and unmeaſurable:) for prodigals, 
or traitors, for rebels.—To this it is owing, that we, 
who were enemies againſt GOD, may call the KING 
of heaven our Father; may have free acceſs to him in 
all our difliculties; and may hope to reign with him 
in everlaſting glory. | 

Was ever goodneſs like this goodneſs |? Were ever 
bleſſings comparable to theſe bleſſings; or purchaſed 
with ſuch a price? — Hide, hide, your diminiſhed 
heads, ye little tranſitory donations of ſilver and gold. 
The riches of a thouſand mines, beſtowed to feed the 
hungry and clothe the naked, are the moſt contempti- 
ble triiles, if mentioned with the charity of the teach- 
ing, the healing, the bleeding JESUS. Kingdoms 
given away in alms, if viewed with this infinitely- 
noble beneficence, would make juſt the ſame figure, 
as a ſpark from the ſummer-hearth, under the potent 
and boundleſs blaze of noon. —This is indeed eve that 
paſſeth knowledge tf. _ 8 ' 

Amidſt all theſe miracles of power and of love, 
(any one of which would have entitled him to univer- 
{al admiration, and everlaſting honour), how humble 
was our SAVIOUR! O humility—virtue dear to the 


* Luke Xii. 50. The original word exon: ſeems to expreſs 
the condition of a perſon wedged in, on every fide, by a tu- 
multuous throng of people. His hands are hampered, and 
his body is confined in a moving priſon: he is cruſhed, and 
hurried to and fro : he pants for breath, and is almoſt ſtifled in 
the croud.— How muſt ſuch a one long to be diſengaged from 
theſe very uneaſy circumſtances! With equal ardour did our 
moſt beneficent LOR D deſire thoſe ſufferings, which were to 
overwhelm him with diſtreſs, but exalt us to happineſs; were 
to bathe his limbs in blood, but cleanfe our ſouls from fin.—0: 
oa, fays the ſame hiſtorian, ovn;v or g anvodailus,, Luke vii. 45. 

+ Codrus, it is true, devoted himſelf to death for the Athe- 
vians; and Curtius threw himſelf into the yawning gulf, for 
the preſervation of the Romans,—But theſe died, being mere 
creatures, and guilty creatures: whereas the dying FE SUS 
was perfectly innocent, and ſupremely glorious. —Theſe died 
only a little before their time: but CHRIST died, though 
he had life in himſelf, and none could have taken ie from him, 
had he not voluntarily reſigned it.—Theſe died for their valu- 
able friends, for their affectionate relations, for their native 
coun;ry: but CHRIS T died tor ſlaves, for enemies, for the 
ungodly .— They died an honourable death: but CHRIST ſub- 
mitted to the moſt ignominicus execution; CHRIST died un- 
der the imputation of horrid crimes, and in the ſorm of an 
execrable malefactor.—In all theſe inſtances, as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, ſo is CHRIS T's love greater than 
their love; his philanthropy than their patricti/m. | | 
I Epb. iii. 19. This expreſſion, as alfo the principal circum- 
ftance of ſuperiority hinted in the preceding note, are founded 
on the divinity of our LORD. And indeed the expreſſion 
is ſcarce juſtifiable, the aſfertion is hardly true, upon any other 
ſuppoſition.” A creature dying for a creature, is, though 


great, yet not incomprehenſible goodneſs. But, when we view 


the ſufferings of CHRIST, and the bleſſings of redemption 
ſurrounded with all the ſplendor of the DEITY; they daz- 
zle our underſtanding, and fill us with holy aſtoniſhment. 
They appear to be the effects of a love, never to be ſpore of 
but in the language of wonder, never to be thought of but 
with an ecſtaſy of delight. 
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high G OD, and peculiarly amiable in men — 
— didit thou appear in ſo charming a dreſs, or ſo 
ſtriking 4 light. a : 

At his birth, not accommodated with a magnificent 
palace, but lodged in a ſtable, and Jaid in a manger. 
As he advanced in years, not attended with a royal 
equipage, Or ſupplied from a royal revenue; but la- 
bouring with his own hands, and earning his bread 

the ſweat of his brow. When he entered upon 
his miniſterial office, not the leaſt oſtentatious parade 
appeared in the performance of all his wonderful 
works. So far, ſo very far from affecting the accla- 
mations of the populace, that he often impoſed ſilence 
on thoſe unſpeakably- indebted lips, which were ready 
to overſlow with praiſe, and would fain have been the 
trumpets of his fame. : 

Though a voice from heaven proclaimed him the 
BELOVED of his almighty FATHER; he diſ- 
dained not to own the ignoble character of the car- 
penter's ſon *. Though PRINCE of the kings of 
the earth, he condeſcended to waſh the feet of mean 
fiſhermen, and vile ſinners +. Though PRO PRIE- 
TOR and LORD of the whole world, he was con- 
tent to be more deſtitute than the fowls of the air, or 
the foxes of the deſert ]; more deſtitute (aſtoniſhing 
abaſement !) than the moſt infignificant and moſt hated 
animals. 

Grandeur, we find, is apt to beget expectations of 
ſuperior . conſequently, gives a keener edge 
to every affront, and renders the mind more tender- 
ly ſenſible of every diſreſpect. But our LORD's 
meekneſs was as great as his dignity; and that, through- 
out a ſeries of ſuch unſuferable provocations, as were 
equalled by nothing, but the ſweetneſs of his forgi- 
ving grace. 

When rudely affronted, he calmly bore, and kind- 
ty overlooked the inſult. When contradicted by petu- 
lant and preſumptuous ſinners, he endured, with the 
utmoſt ſerenity of temper, their unreaſonable cavils, 
and their obſtinate perverſeneſs.— When his invita- 
tions, his moſt endearing invitations, were ungrate- 
fully and ſtubbornly rejected ; inſtead of remitting, 
he renewed them; and, with ſtill warmer affection, 
importuned his hearers, not to forſake their own mer- 
cies, nor to forego their own felicity.— When all the 
winning arts of perſuaſion were ineffectual, he added 
his tears to his {lighted entreaties ; and lamented as a 
brother, when ſcornfully repulſed as a teacher. 

Though hrs diſciples ſlept, ſtupidly ſlept, when his 
bitter cries pierced the clouds, and were enough to a- 
waken the very ſtones into compaſſion ; did their di- 
vine but ſlighted MAS TER reſent the unkindnefs ? 
Did he refuſe to admit an excuſe for their neglect? 
yea he made their excuſe ; and that the moſt tender 
and gracious imaginable ; The ſpirit is willing, but the 
fieſh is ea,. - When his enemies had nailed him to 
the croſs, as the baſeſt ſlave, and moſt flagitious male- 
factor; when they were glutting their malice with his 
torments and blood; and ſpared not to revile him, 
even 1n his laſt expiring agonies ; far, very far from 
being exaſperated, this H ER O of heaven repaid all 

err contempt and barbarity, with the moſt fervent 
and effectual ſupplications in their behalf. FATHER, 


— 


forgive them, was his prayer: for they know not what 


they do |, was his plea. | 
Nor was his reſignation leſs exemplary than his meck- 
neſs. He went out to meet afflictions, when they 
came in his FATHER's name, and commiſſioned from 
cM FATHER's hand. He gave, without the leaſt re- 
Since, his back to the ſmiters, and hid not his 
ace from ſhame and ſpitting. Though his ſoul, his 
very ſoul was penetrated with the keeneſt ſenſations 
of anguiſh; yet no impatient thought diſcompoſed his 
Matth. xiii, 5 5. + John xiii. 14. f Matth. viii. 20. 
Matth. xxvi. 41. + Luke xxill. 34. 
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mind, no murmuring word forced its way from his 
lips. FATHER, not my will, but thine be done *, was 
his language, when the ſorrows of death compaſſed 
him, and pains, inexpreſſibly ſeverer than the pains of diſ- 
ſolution, came upon him. When they gaped upon him 
with their mouth, and ſmote him upon the cheek reproac h- 

ully. 
2 ids was the ſhadow of death. When GO D delivered 
42 to the ungodly, and turned him over into the hands of 
the wicked. Tea, when the ALMIGHTY ſet him for 
the mark of his arrows, and brake him with breach upon 
When the weapons of his wrath cleft his very 
reins aſunder, and poured his gall upon the earth f. A- 
e ſinned not by the 
leaſt irregular perturbation ; but bowed his head, and 
dutifully kiſſed the divine rod, and cordially bleſſed his 


When his face was foul with ſpitting, and on his 


breach. 


midſt all this exquiſite diſtreſs, 


very murderers. 

Thus did the whole choir of active and paſſroe vir- 
tues abound and ſhine in our LORD ; abound with 
the richeſt variety, and ſhine with the higheſt luſtre : 
infinitely ſurpaſſing that curious aſſemblage of coſtly 


gems, which ſtudded the Aaronic breaſt- plate ; and, 


as far as earthly things can repreſent heavenly, typificd 
the ſplendor and perfection of our REDEEMER's 
righteouſneſs, 


In all this, he ated and he ſuffered, as GO D's 


righteous ſervant, and as his people's righteous ſurety, — 
By all this, he fulfilled every jot and tittle of the di- 


vine law; nay, he more than fulfilled, he magnifeed it. 


He gave it (it I may apply the moſt beautiful alluſion 


that ever was uſed, to the moſt momentous ſubject 


that ever was diſcuſſed) good meaſure, preſſed down, and 


ſhaken together, and running over ||. 

He defied the mott vigilant of his enemies to con- 
vince him of ſin. A more malignant, a far more ſa- 
gacious adverſary than the ſcribes and Phariſees, could 
detect no blemiſh in our LORD JESUS. The 
prince of this world, that internal tyrant, who had 


deceived and enſlaved all the nations of the earth, 
came and found nothing in him 4 not the leaſt corrup- 
tion in his nature, not the leaſt defect in his obedience. 

He hath done all things well +, was the general ac- 
ankind ; or, as the words may be ren- 


clamation of 
dered, he hath done all things finely and gracefully— ; 
with every circumſtance that can conſtitute the pro- 
priety and dignity, the utility and beauty of action. 


[ have glorified thee on earth =, was his own profeſ- 
glorified 


ſion before the moſt high GOD. I have 
thee, in all that I acted, in all that I uttered, in all 
that I ſuffered. I have diſplayed the magniſicence of 
thy majeſty, the riches of thy 


of all thy attributes. Inſomuch, that whoſo ſeeth ME, 


feeth the FATHER ** ; whoever is properly acquainted 


with my perſon and my work of redemption, ſees the 
inviſible and knows the incomprehenſible DEITY ; 


ſees his venerable, his amiable, his adorable perfec- 


tions, in the cleareſt mirror, and in the brighteſt 


light ++. 
8 UW * Luke xxii. 42. ; 

I Theſe tragical images are borrowed from the book of 705, 
who was an eminent type of a ſuffering SAVIOUR; and, 
though they are the very eloquence of wo, they do not exag- 
gerate, they cannot expreſs, that inconceivable anguiſh, which 
wrung a bloody ſweat from our bleſſed MASTER's body; 
and forced from his lips that melancholy exclamation, My 


foul is ſorrowful;—exceeding ſorrowful,—ſorrowful even unto 


death. Sce Job xvi. 


t Exod. xxviii. 17. 18. 19. 20. 
| Luke vi. 38. 


J John xiv. 30. + Mark vii. 37. 
= John xvii. 4. John xii. 45. 


kana. 
4+ Therefore CHRIST is ſaid to be anavſacua Thc Sobre, Heb, 
i. 3. In other objects, we have only ſome obſcure footſteps, 
or dim traces; here we have the whole glory of the G OD. 
HEAD. And not barely the glory but the very brightneſs 
of the FATHER's glory; or, all th rfe 


' the divine perfectiona 


- 


beaming forth with adequate, that is, with ineffable and infinite 
ſplendor. | | | up 


ace, and the honour 
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G OD alſo, who is the ſupreme ſtandard and un- 
erring judge of excellency, bore his teſtimony to our 
blefſled MEDIATOR. He ſpoke it once, yea twice, 
and with a voice from heaven.—ln the conſtitution of 
the material world, when it came forth from the 
CREATOR's hand, Omniſcience itſelf could dil- 
cern no flaw, Neither could Juſtice itſelf, upon the 
{ſtricteſt inquiry, diſcover any failure in the obedience 
of our SURETY. As therefore it was ſaid, concern- 
ing the works of creation, They are all very goad * 
ſo it was ſaid, concerning our SAVIOUR, and by the 
ſame almighty MAJESTY, In him I am well ar op . 

You took notice, and very juſtly, how much the 
productions of nature exceed and eclip/e the attempts 
of human ſkill. We are pleaſed with the performan- 
ces of the painter : but do they equal the native bluſh 
of the roſe, or the artleſs glow of apea-bloflom? We are 


charmed with a fine piece of enamelling; but is it fit 


to be compared with the natural poliſh of a thouſand 
ſhells which are formed in the ocean, or a thouſand 
ſeeds which ſpring from the earth? We admire the 
virtues of the ancient ſaints; men “ that were ho- 
« noured in their generation, and the glory of their 
« times 1. We admire the meekneſs of Moſes, and 
the magnanimity of Elijab, the exalted piety of {/atah, 
and the enlarged wiſdom of Daniel; the active ſpirit 
of Joſhua, and the paſſive graces of Jeremiah. But 
what proportion, put them all together, — what pro- 
portion do they all bear to HIS obedience, 20 is gone 
into heaven, angels, and authorities, and powers bein 
made ſubject unto him ||? who is called the H O L 
ONE and the FUST |}; not only by way of em- 
phaſis, but by way of excluſion ; becauſe no perſon is 
worthy of the character, no duties deſerve to be men- 
tioned, when CHRIST and his merits are under 
conſideration. 
If then we talk of merit, what merit muſt there be 
in ſuch immaculate ſanctity of ſoul, and ſuch exem- 
plary holineſs of conduct; ſuch ardent zeal for GOP, 
and ſuch compaſſionate good-will to man; ſuch con- 
ſummate worthineſs, and extenſive uſefulneſs; ſuch 
as were utterly unknown before; have been abſolute- 
ly unequalled ſince; and never will, nor can be 
parallelled * e all ages! — O my Theron / 
what is the drop of a bucket to the unfathomable waves 
of the ocean? What is a grain of ſand to the unmea- 
ſurable dimenſions of the univerſe? What is an hour 
or a moment to the endleſs revolutions of eternity? 
Such are all human endowments, and all human at- 
tainments, compared with HIS righteouſneſs, who is 
fairer than the children of men + ; the chiefeſt among ten 
thouſand+ ; and who received not the SPIRIT by mea» 
e . - 

Think not, that what I have written is the language 

of rant. It is a paraphraſe, though, I muſt confeſs, 


but a ſcanty paraphraſe, on David's practice and David's 


faith. My mouth ſhall ſbe forth thy righteouſneſs and 
thy ſalvation all the day , for I know not the numbers there- 
of. The glorious righteouſneſs of CHRIST, and the 

eat ſalvation obtained thereby, he declares, ſhall be 

e choſen, the principal ſubject of his diſcourſe. And 
not on a Sabbath only, but on every day of the week. 
of the year, of his life, And not barely at the ſtated 
returns of ſolemn devotion, but in every ſocial inter- 
view, and all the day long. —Why will he thus dwell, 


+ Matth iii. 17 t Ecclus xliv. 7. 
I Pet. iii. 22. + Adds iii. 14. 
4+ Pal. xlv. 2. ++ Cantic. v. 10. John ui. 34. 
„ P/al. Ixxi. 15, I cannot but obſerve, that righteouſneſs and 
Valuation are frequently connected, by the author of the p/alms, 
and by the prophet J/aiah in order to intimate, that the one 
is founded on the other; the latter derives its origin from the 
ormer ; there can, be no ſalvation without a righteoufheſs, a 
real, proper, /aw-fulfiling righteouſneſs —At the ſame time, 
I am ſenfible, that the word righteouſneſs may ſignify GO D's 
goodneſs in making, and faithfulneſs in performing his promiſe 


Gen. i. 31, 


T O 
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perpetually and invariably dwell, on this darlin 
theme? Becauſe he knew no end thereof. It is im ot: 
ſible to meaſure the value, or exhauſt the fulnej p 
theſe bleſſings. The righteouſneſs is unſpeakable he 
ſalvation is everlaſting, To compute the duration 9 
the one, numbers fail; to deſcribe the excellency af 
the other, words are at a loſs, 


And is this righteouſneſs deſigned for us ? Is thi, 
to be our wedding-drefs, this our beautiful array, When 
we enter the regions of eternity? Unſpeakable privi- 
lege |—Is this what GOD has provided to ſuppl 
more than ſupply our loſs in Adam / Boundleſs benign, 
ty !—Shall we be treated by the Judge of the world 
as if we had performed all this unſinning and perfect 
obedience ! Well night the prophet cry out, like one 
loſt in aſtoniſhment, How great is his goadnefs s not 
your heart enamoured, my dear Theron, with a view 
of this incomprehenlibly-rich grace? What ſo exccl. 
lent, what to comfortable, what fo deſirable, as this 
gift of a SAVIOUR's rightequinels ? Though delinea. 
ted by this feeble pen, methinks, it has dignity and 

lory enough, to captivate our hearts and fire our af: 
tections ; fire them with ardent and inextinguithable 
deſires after a perſonal intereſt and propriety in it.— 
O! may the eternal SPIRIT reveal our REDEEME}'; 
righteouſneſs, in all its heavenly beauty and divine 
luſtre! Then, I am ſure, we ihall eſteem it above -. 
very thing; we ſhall regard it as the one thing necdtul j 
we ſhall count 4 things in compariſon of it, worthlcis 
as the chaff, and _ as the wind, 

To an immortal and fallen foul, every thing elſe is 
empty as the wind; but here ſinners may /uch and be 


ſatisfied with this breaſt of conſolations : yea thouſands and 


thouſands of millions may mii out, and be delighted with 
the abundance of its glory *. — Here we hall hnd the 
doctrine of ſupereregation no longer a chimera, but a 
delightful reality. Here indeed is an immenſe ſurplu- 
ſage, an inexhauſtible fund of merit 4, ſuflicient to 
enrich a whole world of indigent and miſerable crea- 
tures ; ſufficient to make their cup run over with a 
ſuperabundant fulneſs of peace and joy, ſo long as 


unto David. Salvation may likewiſe denote the delivery of 
that afflicted hero from all his perſecutors, and his eſtabliſu- 
ment on the throne of Vrael. 

But if we ſhould confine the ſenſe to theſe narrow limits, 
how comfortleſs the favour even to David himſelf, conſidered 
as an immortal being ! How much more inſignificant to us and 
others, on whom the ends of the world are come ! And hoy 
very un worthy of that infinite GOD, who is the Father of 
the ſpirits of all fleſh ; who ſees, at one view, whatever is, or 
has been, or ſhall exiſt ; who therefore, when he ſpeaks, ſocaks 
to all his children, in every period of time, and in every nation 
under heaven. As much as a tutor, when delivering his lec- 
tures, addreſſes himſelf to all his pupils, whether they fit at 
his right hand or his left, before him or on every ſide. | 

Whereas, it righteouſneſs ſignifies the meritorious obedience 
of CHRIST, and falvatipn implies the benefits of his redemp- 
tion, the ſenſe is no longer ſhrivelled, impoveriſhed, and mean; 
but rich, auguſt, and magnificent. It pours conſolation among 
all people, kindreds, and rongues. It is worthy of that GOD 
who ſecth the things and regardeth the perſons, which are not 
as though they were, It comports exactly with that revelation, 
in which CHRIST is the Alpla and Omega, the beginning and 
the ending, the ſum total. 

This note is already too long; otherwiſe J ſhould tak: 
leave to gratify my inclination, and give a ſanction to my ſenti- 
ment, by tranſcribing YVitringa's expoſition of JJ xlv. 8, 

* If. lxvi. 11. | 

+ Yet here is no rich fund (as a learned writer afſerts*, no 
fund at all, /or the Pope's treaſury of meritorious ſupererog® 
ting actions: unleſs CHRIST and the Pope are to be placed 
upon the ſame footing ; unleſs the ineffgbly-excellent, obedience 
of a divine REDEEMER, and the miſerably - defactive du: 
ties of ſinful men, are to be decmed equally valuable. Siucę 
this will hardly be admitted by Proteſtants ; I believe, Aſpaſo 
may ſafely call the obedience of CHRIST, the true ſuperero- 
gation ; as Mr Ambroſe has called the blood of CH R157, 
the true purgeatory. 128 1 
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time ſhall laſt, and when time ſhall be no more. For, 
to uſe the apoſtleꝰs ru guy . 4 by me News 
death reig ne one ; m. uch more they v P 
e S 8 and of the gift of rig 2 
ſhall reign in liſe by one, FESUS CHRIST. If 
one offence, committed by one mere man, made all his 
ſterity chargeable with guilt, and liable to death; 
HOW MUCH MORE ſhall the manifold inſtances of our di- 
% %gꝗd,ñE DEE MER 's obedience; of his long, unin- 
terrupted, conſummate righteouſneis; how much 
more ſhall they abſolve all his people from condemna- 
tion and hat, and entitle them to the honours 
joys of immortality : 

20 eh will appear i a clearer light, if, to the per- 
fection of his obedience, we add the majeſty of his 
perſon. A proper ſubject this for ſome future letter. — 
In the mean time, let me delire my friend, the friend 
of my boſom, to contemplate our LORD FESUS 
under that lovely and auguſt character, GLoRHeoUs IN 
Holixzss f. And, for my part, I will not ccaſe to 
pray, that a ſenſe of this ſupereminently grand and pre- 
cious righteouſneſs may be written on my There's 
heart, —Oa thoſe living tables, may it be like figures 
cut on a rock of ſolid marble, or inſcribed on the bark 
of a growing tree; be /a/ting in its duration as the 
former, and /preading in its influence as the latter.—lt 
will then be a ſure proof, that his name is written in the 


„Rom. v. 17. + Exod. xv. 11. 
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book of life; and it ſhall then be a pleaſing pattern for 
the affeclion, 
the gratitude, 
and the friendſhip, of 
a his AS HAS TO. 


P. S. Vou give a moſt aſtoniſhing account of the 


preſſure of the atmoſphere. Aſtoniſhing indeed! that 


we ſhould be continually ſurrounded, continually over- 
whelmed, with ſuch a tremendous load ; and not be 
cruſhed to death, no, nor be ſenſible of the leaſt weight. 
— This, I think, may ſerve to repreſent the ſtate of a 
ſinner, unawakened from carnal ſecurity. - Loads, more 
than mountainous leads of guilt, are upon his ſoul, and 
he perceives not the burden. For this reaſon, he is 
under no apprehenſions of the vengeance and fiery in- 
dignation, which he deſerves ; he has no ſuperlative 
eiteem for the atonement and merits of the REDEEM- 
ER, which alone can deliver him from the wrath to 
come. But, if once his conſcience feels, what his lips, 
perhaps, have often repeated ; “ We do earneſtly re- 
„ pent us of theſe our miſdoings ; the remembrance 
of them is grievous unto us, the burden of them is 
« jntolerable;” then how will he prize ſuch a text: 
The LORD laid n CHRIST the iniquity of us all ! 
How will he long for an intereſt in the LAMB of 
GOD, which taketh away the fin of the world! Then 
that FESUS who has finiſhed the tranſgreſſiun, and 
brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs, will be all his ſalva- 
tion, and all his deſire. & 
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ASPASIO 
Dear THE RON, 


HAVE juſt been reading that exquiſitely-fine 
I piece of ſacred hiſtory, the life of Feſeph. A hi- 
ory,—filled with ſurpriſing incidents, and unexpected 
revolutions ; — adorned with the moſt heroic inſtances 
of triumphant virtue, both amidſt the allurements of 
temptation, and under the preſſures of affliction ;—ani- 
mated with ſuch tender and pathetic, ſuch melting 
and alarming touches of natural eloquence, as every 
reader muſt fee/, and every true critic will adnure. 
When I came to that remarkable injunction, with 
which the generous viceroy diſmiſſed his brethren ; 
Te /hall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt * ;—1 
pauſed, — I pondered,—I was ſtruck. Certainly this 
was injoined, not by way of oſtentation; but on ac- 
count of the pleaſure, which, he knew, it would yield 


the good old patriarch.—Was it ſome kind prompting 


angel, or the voice of gratitude and devotion, that 


whiſpered in my ear? © Should not the children of 


* men likewiſe tell one another of all the glory +, which 
their REDEEMER poſſeſſes in heaven and on earth? 


Gen. xlv. 13. | 

1 70 ſee theghry of CHRIST, is the grand bleſſing, which 

our LORD ſolicits and demands for his diſciples, in his laſt 
ſolemn interceſſion, John xvii. 24. It is that which will com- 
plete the bleſſedneſs of heaven, and fill its inhabitants with 
Joy unſpeakable and glorious.—Surely, then, we ſhould en- 
deavour to anticipate, in ſome degree, that celeſtial bliſs ; and 
habituate our. ſouls to this ſacred exerciſe, which will be our 
buſineſs and our reward to endleſs ages. 

Should the reader deſite aſſiſtance in this important work, I 
would refer him to a little treatiſe of Dr Owen's,- entitled, Me- 
citations on the glory of CHRIST, —Tis little in ſize, not ſo 
in value. Was J to ſpeak of it, in the claſſical ſtyle, I ſhould 
call it, aureus, gemmeus, mellitus. But I would rather ſay, it 
is richly repleniſhed with that unction from the HOLY ONE, 
Ms tends to enlighten the eyes, and chear the heart; which 
2 the r of life, ſoftens the horrors of death, 
i epares for the fruiti eternity. 
Vo XII ons of eternity 
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Will not this afford them the ſublimeſt pleaſure here, 
and be a ſource of the moſt reſined ſatisfaction for 
ever and ever?“ ä 

Though I had almoſt determined to write no more, 
till you could make a demand upon the foot of 
value received; willingly I recede from my intended re- 
ſolution, and obey this pleaſing hint.— But who can 
declare the noble atts of the LORD FESUS CHRIST, or 
Jhew forth all his praiſe *— However, if I may but 7% 
out his adorable name, and preſent my friend with a 
glimpſe, or a broken view of his divine perfections, even 
this will be deſirable and delightful ; far more deſi— 
rable and delightful, than to behold Rome in its magni- 
ficence, St Paul in the pulpit, or King Solomon on his 
throne &. | 

Let me take the /ark for my pattern; which, as L 
was lately returning from an evening-ramble, attract- 


cd my obſcryation.—Warbling her CREATOR's praiſe, 


ſhe mounted in the ſerene ſky. Still ſhe warbled, and 
ſtill the mounted, as though ſhe meant to carry her 
tribute of harmony unto the very 2 of heaven. 
Having reached, at laſt, her higheſt elevation, and 
perceiving herſelf at an immenſe diſtance from the ſtar- 


ry manſions, ſhe dropped on a fudden to the earth; 


and diſcontinued, at once, both to ſing, and to ſoar. 
Now the morning appears, and is awakening the 
world, our little tongiter returns her throat, and re- 
exerts her wings. — As I have endeavoured, very 
imperfectly endeavoured, to ſtrike out a ſhadowy 
draught of our LO R D's complete obedience ; I 
would, though unequal to the taſk, once more reſume 
my pen, and attempt—nothing like a diſplay, but on- 
ly a faint fetch of his eſſential 4385 | 


0 Theſe, if I remember right, are the three things, which 


St Auguſtine: declared, would, of all others, moſt eminently 


gratify his curio/ity. bart | 
&, "fe os 4 C r 
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Firſt let me obſerve, that, for ſome time paſt, we 
have been vilited with the moſt uncomfortable wea- 
ther; dewleſs nights, and ſultry days. The firmament 
was more like a glowing furnace, than the region of re- 
freſhing rain.—The earth lay parched with thirſt, and 
chapped with heat. The meadows were drained of 
their humidity, and all the flowers hung their fading 
heads.—The ſtreams, which uſed to flow parallel with 
the verdant margin, abandoned their banks; and ſunk, 
diminiſhed and diſcoloured, to the bottom of their 
oozy channels. Nature in general ſeemed to be re- 
ſigning the © robe of beauty, for the garment of 
« heavineſs.” Drought was in all our borders; and 
famine, we feared, was not far behind. Though clouds 
of duſt obſcured the air, tarniſhed the hedges, and al- 
moſt ſmothered the traveller; yet not one cloud of 
fleecy white appeared, to variegate the blue expanſe, or 
give us hopes of a reviving ſhower &. 

It reminded me of that awful threatening, denoun- 
ced by Moſes on a wicked people: The heaven, that is 
over thy head, fhall be braſs; and the earth, that is un- 
der thee, ſhall be iron 4.—It made me apprehenſive of 
that terrible ſtate, which the prophet ſo emphatically 
deſcribes: The field is waſted, and the land mourneth. 
The feed is rotten under the clods, and the harveſt periſh- 
eth. The garners are laid deſolate, and the barns are 
broken dewn.—The new wine is dried up; the oil lan- 
guiſheth; and all the trees of the field are withered. — 
How do the beaſts groan ! the herds of cattle are perplex- 
ed. Yea, the flocks of ſheep are made deſolate. Becauſe 
the rivers of waters are dried up, and the fire hath de- 
voured the paſtures of the wilderneſs J. But, bleſſed be 
thedivine PROVIDENCE, our fears are vaniſhed, and a 
molt joyful change has taken place. 'The LORD hath 
ſent a gracious rain upon his mheritance, and refreſhed it, 
when it was m_ [| 

Yeſterday in the afternoon, the wind ſhifting to the 
ſouth, rouſed the dormant clouds, and brought ſome 
of thoſe agreeable ſtrangers on its wings.—At firſt, 
they came failing in ſmall, and thin, and ſcattered 
parties. Anon, the flying ſquadrons advanced in 
larger detachments, more cee wedged, and more 
deeply laden. Till, at laſt, the great rendezvous com- 
pleted, they formed into a body of ſuch depth, and 
extended their wings with ſuch a ſweep, as darkened 
the ſun, and overſpread the whole hemiſphere. 

Juſt at the cloſe of day, the gales which eſcorted 
the ſpongy trealures, retired ; and conſigned their 
charge to the diſpoſal of a profound calm. Not a 
breeze ſhook the moſt tremulous leaf. Not a curl 
ruffled the ſmooth expanſive lake. All things were 
ſtill, as in attentrve expectation, The earth ſeemed to 

aſp after the hovering moiſture. Nature, with her 

uppliant tribes, in expreſſive pleading ſilence, ſolicit- 
ed the falling truitfulneſs ; nor pleaded long, nor ſo- 
licited in vain. 

The /howers, gentle, ſoft, and balmy, deſcend. The 
veſſels of heaven unload their precious freight, and 
enrich the penurious glebe. Through all the night, 
the liquid ſweetneſs, incomparably more beneficial 
than trickling ſilver, diſtils ; ſhedding herbs, and fruits, 
and flowers.—Now the ſun, mild and refulgent, iflues 
through the portals of the eaſt, Pleaſed, as it were, 
to have emerged from the late aggravated darkneſs, 
he looks abroad, with peculiar gaiety, and the moſt 
engaging ſplendors. He looks through the diſburden- 
ed air, and finds a gladdened world, that wants no- 


* Atſucha juncture, how pertinent is the queſtion, pro- 


| poſed by the almighty MAJESTY ? 7ob xxaviii. 37. 38. 


2 can number, muſter or arrange, the clouds in wiſdom? ſo 
as to have them ready at hand, on any emergency, And who 
can empty thoſe bottles of heaven, in copious but ſeaſonable 
effuſions upon the earth? when, as in the caſe deſcribed above, 
the duſt of the roads is attenuated into powder, py? NÞ%2 

) 


and the clodt of the valley are glued faft together, WAV. 


+ Deut. xxviii. 23. f Joel i. 10. &c, || Pfal, Ixviii. 9. 
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thing but his a/l-chearing beams, to render its latisfac. 
tioa complete. 
The glory comes. Hail to thy riſing ray, 
Great lamp of light, and ſecond ſource of day f 
Who robe the world, each npping gale remove, 
Treat every ſenſe, and beam creating love *, 


At his auſpicious approach, the freſhened mountains 
lift their heads, and ſmile. The garden opens its 4 
romatic ſtores; and breathes, as from a fuming alta, 
balm to the ſmell, and incenſe to the ſkies. The lit- 
tle hills, crowned with ſpringing plenty, clap their hang; 
on every fide. The moiſtened plains, and irriguous 
valleys,. laugh and ſing. While their waters, lately 
up" F932 again are made deep, and their rivers run 
the oil +, . 

The Lok earth, ſaturated with the bounty of hea. 
ven, and fluſhed with humid lite, wears a thouſand 
marks of gratitude and complacency. Waſhed by the 
copious rain, how bright and vivid is the univer{4 
verdure ! The green carpet below may almoſt vie with 
the blue cangpy above. — The foreſt, and every tree, 
burniſh their colours, and array themſelves in their 
fineſt apparel : which, as on a day of general feſtiyi. 
ty, is delicately decked with gems ; gems of unſulli. 
ed luſtre, and of genial moiſture. —From every pa- 
ſture, and from all the grove, the voice of pleaſure and 
of melody reſounds. While the officious zephyrs watt 
the floating harmony, blended with native perfumes; 
gently waft them to the ſenſes, and touch the very 
foul with tranſport. | 

Could there be a more brilliant appearance, or more 
exuberant demonſtrations of joy, even to celebrate 
the anniverſary of nature's birth? With what admi- 
rable propriety has the p/almi/t compared yonder ori- 
ent ſun, in all his ſparkling grandeur, to a young 
exulting bridegroom | ; who comes forth, with every 
heightened ornament from his chamber, to ſhew him- 
ſelf in the moſt diſtinguiſhed period of his life, and 
to receive the bleſſing which conſummates his happineſs! 

This moſt charming and equally-majeſtic ſcene, re- 
calls to my memory that fine deſcription of the MES. 
SIAH, extant in the laſt lovely ſtrains of the //rael- 
itiſh fwan || :-HE ſhall be welcome and ſalutary as he 
light of the morning; when the ſun ariſeth, to chaſe the 
malignant ſhades, and pour day through the reviving 
world. He ſhall be as the light of à morning, that is 
moſt ſerenely fair; without either ftorms to diſturb, or 
clouds to obſcure the glorious, the delightful dawn. 
Yea, his appearance ſhall be more beautiful, and his in- 
fluences more benefcial |, than the clear ſhining of that 
grand luminary, after a night of ſettled gloom, and 


* Theſe beautiful lines are borrowed from the SE a-PIECE, 
canto IV. A narratory, philoſophical, and deſcriptive pocm, 
written by my ingenious friend, Dr Kirkpatrick. 

+ Ezek. xxxii. 14. Pſal. xix. 5. | 
| /ſraektiſh ſwan—ln alluſion to thoſe well-known lines 
of the poet, 


Multa Dirceum levat aura cygnum. 


And not without a reference to the popular notion, that the 
ſwan ſings the moſt melodious notes in its laſt moments. Fuit 
hec facundi ſenis quaſi cygnea vox, "TULLY, f 

4 More beautiful, more beneſicial, than the clear ſhining, 
2 Sam. xxiii. 4.— Thus we have ventured to tranflate, or ra- 
ther to paraphraſe, the words NIVQA. That the prefix © of. 
ten occurs in the acceptation of comparative pre-emmente, 18 
plain from a very remarkable paſſage in P/al. xix. 10. Where 
our inſpired author, quite raviſhed with the love of the ſacred 
oracles, declares, They are defirable beyond gald, even beyond 
the droppings of the honeycomb. 

If this ſenſe is admitted, we ſhall have a fine compariſon, and 
a grand advance upon it; acknowledging the inſufficiency even 
of the ſtrongeſt and brighteſt images, to repreſent the glory of 
CHRIST's kingdom, and the benignity of his adminiſtra- 
tion.— Perhaps, the tranſlation may be tao free and daring, 
and not approve itſelf to the exact critic, The ſenſe, how: 
ever, is unqueſtionably juſt ; agreeable to the whole tenor o 
ſcripture ; and can want no recommendation to the intelligent 
Chr ian. : ; | ' 94 
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ſhowers of inceſſant rain. When his beams ſhed ani- 
mating warmth, and vital luſtre, en the tender gra/s 
zm pearled with dews, and on all the green treaſures 
of the teeming earth, 


As we have already contemplated the bleſſed J E. 
8 Us, under the amiable character of the JUST 
ONE; the foregoing piſſage of ſcripture repreſents 
im to our faith, in the more majeſtic quality of 
THE LORD O F GLOR Y; or rather, unites 
the two grand peculiarities, which render him unpa- 
1o!lelled in his perſonal, and all-fufficient in his media- 

jal capacity. 6 
_—_ unſveakebly great and glorious would our 
SAVIOUR appear, if we had no other manifeſta- 
ons of his excellency, than thoſe which preceded his 
myſterious incarnation.—In the ancient ſcriptures, he 
{nds characterized, as the ſupreme object of G O D's 
ineffable complacency ; veſted with a glory, prior to 
the hirth of time, or the exiſtence of things; even the 
glory, which he had with the FATHER, before the 
old was K. He is every where exhibited, as the ul- 
mate deſire of all nations; the ſole hope of all the 
ends of the earth ; the ſeed, of ineſtimable and unver- 
al ifraportance, in whom all people, nations, and lan- 
-y1ces ſhould be bleſſed. In thoſe royal, or rather 
divine acts and monuments, he is publicly recognized, 
Is the RULER of G0 D's people; whoſe dominion 
is an everlaſting dominion, and his kingdom from ge- 
peration to generation. And how auguſt, how venc- 
fable, is this SOVEREIGN ! ſince it was the high- 
et honour of the molt eminent ſaints, and renowned 
monarchs +, to act as his harbingers. The ſplendor of 
the temple, the richneſs of its ornaments, and the ſo- 
lemnity of its ſervices, were the enſigns of his gran- 
deur; were his ſacred rega/ia, intended to uſher hun 
into the world with becoming ſtate. 

Every inſpired prophet was his herald ; deputed to 
bazon his perfections, or foretell his coming. Let us 
hear one ſpeaking the ſentiments of all. CO D the 
$SAVIOU Rcame from Teman, and the HOLY ONE 
from mount Paran. His glory covered the heavens, and 
the earth was full of his praiſe J. Thunders founded 
his trumpet, and lightnings waved his banners. Be- 
fore him went the peſtilence, for the deſtruction of his 
enemies; but, for the deliverance of Iſrael, he rode 
tpn his horſes and chariots of ſalvation. The moun- 
tains ſaw him, and they trembled ; the everlaſting hills, 
and they bowed their heads. The abyſs uttered her voice, 
and acknowledged his ſovereignty through her deep- 


elt caverns ; the towering ſurges || lifted up their hands, 


* John xvil, 5. 

+ M:fes, for inftance, and 7o/bua, David, and Solomon, were typcs, 
ſtrongly-marked types, of our great LAW GIVER and DE 
LIVERER, of our divine RULER and PREACH ER. 

t See Hab. iii. The greateſt part of which ſublime ode 
reters to the wonderful works recorded by Moſes and Joſbua. 
lt ſcems, eſpecially in the exordium, to be an imitation of that 
Has and majeſtic deſcription, with which the Jeuiſb legiſlator 
ntroduces his laſt ſolemn benediction, Deut. xxxiti,—Thefe 
Works are by Aſpaſio aſcribed to CHRIST, And, I think, 
lis demenſtrably certain, that FESUS CHRIST is the 
] £ H OV AH celebrated in the books of Meſes, and in the 
wriungs of the prophets, It is CHRIST, who dwelt in the 

ming buſh, and walked in the burning fiery furnace It is 
CHRI ST, who wrought the miracles in Egypt, and the 
wonders in the field of Z:an, The temporal deliverer, and 
the cternal REDEEMER of Iſrael, are one and the ſame. 

He is that Captain of the hofts of the L'O R D, who gave the 
ions as duſt to their ſword, and as driven ſtubble to their 

ov, Joſh. v. 14a,—Ho is that mighty One, wo puniſhed the 
ito heart of the king of Aria: who cut down the thick- 
of his foreſt, and Topped his bough with terror, J. x. 
e gave Mofes his commiſſion ; gave Maſes his law; 
= was both the LORD, and the end, of that ſacred, ſig- 

cant, myſterious economy, Compare 1 Cor. x. 9. with. 

— 6. 7. See Dan. iii, 25. Heb, iii. 3.3. 


which, I think, is put in oppoſition to CAN and 
forms a beautiful contraſt, a 10. * a 


4:4 


* 


AS An r nnn 287 


and remained in a ſuſpended poſture, while his people 
paſſed through their opening lines. Indeed, both depth, 
and height, and every creature, have paid him ho- 
mage, and done him ſervice. And fhall not we, m 

dear Theron, ſubmit to his righteouſneſs * Submit! ſhall 


we not embrace it; rely on it; and, with joyful hearts, 


with triumphant tongues, ſay, There is none, there is 
nothing, like it x!“ | 

Does not all mankind agree to eſtimate the merit 
of the practice, according to the dignity of the perſon ? 
If a neighbour of inferior rank viſit ſome poor afflict- 
ed wretch, in a coarſe garret, and on a tattered bed; 
it is no very extraordinary favour. But if a lady of 
the firſt diſtinction, or a nobleman of the higheſt or- 


der, perform the ſame office; it is a much more re- 


markable, a much more admired inſtance of ſelf- de- 


nying charity. On the foot of this calculation, to 
what a ſupereminent height will the worthineſs of our 
LOR D's obedience riſe! It will rife, like ſome mag- 
nificent edifice, whoſe baſis reſts upon the centre, whoſe 


dimenſions fill the hemiſphere ; and whoſe turrets glit- | 


ter in the ſky. Or rather, it will extend itſelf to immen- 
lity ; where length, and breadth, and all dimenſions are 
loft. Eſpecially, if we conſider the names he bears, and 
the honours he receives ;—the works he has done, and 
thoſe mightier works he is appointed to do. 


The names he bears. The title by which JE SUS 
of Nazareth is diſtinguiſhed in the heavenly world ; 
the name written on his veſture, and on his thigh, is 
KING of kings, and LORD of lords +—The de- 
ſcription, which the incomprehenſible JEHOVAH 
gives 0: the Surety for ſinful men, runs in this exalt- 
cd ſtrain ; The man that is MY FELLOW tf. Which 
the apoſtle explains, in that memorable and majeſtic 
claule ; He thought it no robbery to be equal with GOD. 


* 1 Sam. xxi. o. + Rev. xix. 16, 

+ Zecb. xiit. 7. N Contribulis vel coequalis ; my fellow, 
or my equal. —The original expreſſion occurs no where, bur 
in this verſe of Zechariah, and in the book of Leviticus, In 
one text it is eplained by brother, or partaker of the ſame na- 
ture. In every other place, I believe, it will be found to ſignify, 
not barely a neighbour, but an equal ; one who ſtands upon the 


ſame level, with regard to the claims of equity, and the com- 


mon rights of life, —In either ſenſe, it militates ſtrongly for 
divinity of our LORD FESUS CHRIST. _ 

| Phil, it. 6. Some writers, I am aware, have endeavoured 
to interpret away this evidence of our LORD's divine na- 
ture,; but I think with great injury to the context, and no leſs 
violence to the phraſe. 

Apraſuo, as far as I can obſerve, denotes, not the prize or 
ſpoil, but the act of plundering or taking the ſpoil ; ip/a rapi- 
endi actio. Vid. STEPH. Theſaur. Grec. ling.—If ſo, the text 
moſt naturally implies, that CHRIST counted it no act of 
robbery ; no invaſion of another's prerogative ; but looked 
upon it as his unqueſtionable right, to be equal with G OD,' 
and to receive divine honours. - Nevertheleſs (, Rom. v. 14.) 
he was fo far from tenaciouſly inſiſting upon, that he willing- 
ly relinquiſhed the claim. He was content to forego the mag- 
nificent diſtinctions of the CREATOR, and to appear in the 
form of a creature : nay, to be made in the likeneſs of the 
fallen creatures; and not only to ſhare the diſgrace, but to 
ſuffer the puniſhment, due to the meaneft and vileft among 
them all. —An example of humility, worthy to be difplayed by 
the eloquence of. an apoſtle, or the 3 of an archangel ! 
worthy to be the everlaſting pattern, and the everlaſting praiſe 
of all believers, LR | 

But however «pr=[zs be tranſlated, the ſtreſs of the argu- 
ment, I apprehend, lies upon the word «=. If this 
real and proper equality, the proof ſeems, to me at leaſt, irre- 
fragable —How ſhall we determine the exact ſignificaneꝝ of 
this important word? by having recourſe to Homer's works, or 
to Heathen authors? This, in caſe the /arred writers will decide 
the queſtion, is like going from Feruſalem io Athens for the 


| ſolution of a religious doubt, even while the college of apoſtles 


is ſitting at the former place. The word occurs five or fix times 
in their writings. They uſe it, it is true, in the adjective form; 
but the adjective is very ſufficient to ſettle the ſigniſication of the 


adverb. If I know the meaning of , I ſhall be at no loſs to un- 


derſtand the import of «ws.-—See Matth. xx. 12. Luke vi. 34. John 
v. 18. Aft xi. 17. Rev. xxi. 16, In alt which places it expreſſes, 


nifies a 
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he HOLY GHOST, ſpeaking by the prophet 
Iſaiah of the virgin's fon, enumerates ſeveryl grand 
diitinctions, both of his perſon, and his office. He 
{tyles the child that ſhould be born, the WON D E R- 
FUL COUNSELLOR, the EVERLASTING 
VATHER,/heMIGHTY G OD, thePRINCE 
OF PEACE#*—The fame inſpired writer, though 
eloquent above all orators, and more ſublime than the 
loftieſt poet, cries out in rapturous aſtoniſhment, Who 
can declare his generation f! What pencil can pour- 
tray, what language can exprels, his matchleſs ex- 
celſencies? And may we not with equal propricty de- 
mand, Who can declare the meritorious perfection of 
his righteouſneſs? It is precious beyond compariſon ; 
beyond imgination precious. 


The honours which our LORD receives, are pro- 
portioned to the illuſtrious characters which he ſuſ- 
tains.— hn the Baptiſt, than whom a greater pro- 
phet, or a better judge, was not born of woman, 
profetſes himſelf unworthy, to /tcop down and unlogſe 
the late het of his ſhoes | ; unworthy, though a burn- 
ing and ſhining light in his generation, to pertorm 
the meanelt ſervice to this PRIN CE of heaven.— 
Stephen, who leads the van in the noble army of Chri- 
{tian martyrs, beheld ſuch a repreſentation of his cru- 
ciied MASTE R's glory, as enabled him to et 
with divine delight, even amidſt the furious aflaults of 
luis perſecutors, and under the violent blows of his 
murderers ||]. Aſſured, that FESU $ has all power 
in heaven and earth, by an act of the moſt ſolemn 
worſhip, he commrts his departing /ou/, that moſt im- 
portant of all truſts, to his REDEEMER's hand }. 
Nor by the firſt martyr alone, but 1n all churches of 
the ſaints, and in every age of Chriſtianity, has the 
LORD FESUS been addreſſed, as the conſtant 
object of his people's adoration ; and acknowledged, 
as the ever- faithful depgſitary of their eternal intereſts. 

When [/aiah beheld a viſionary manifeſtation of 
CHRIST +, the ſirſt-born ſons of light were wait- 
ing. around him, in poltures of dutitul ſubmiſſion. 
"Theſe ccleſtial beings, whole very feet are too bright 

tor mortals to view, veil their faces before his infinite- 
ly ſuperior effulgence. The ſeraphs, who are all zeal 
and all love, celebrate his pertections, and cry one to 
another, The whole earth is full of his glory — And is 
not heaven alſo filled with his glory ? does not heaven 
likewiſe reſound with his praiſe? The beloved di- 
ſciple, in a viſion no leſs clear and far more magnifi- 
cent, beholds the LAMB' that was ſlain, ſtanding in 


the midſt ot a reſplendent throne ; moſt beautifully ad- 


orned with a circling rainbow, and terribly dignified 
by the blaze of lightnings, and the ſound of thun— 
ders. Before this auguſt throne, and at the diſpoſal 
of the once ſlaughtered SAVIOUR, are ſeven /amps 
of burning fire; expreſſive of the DIVINE SPIRIT, 
in all the variety of his miraculous pitts, and ſancti- 
fying graces ++,—Four and twenty elders, clothed in 
white raiment, with crowns on their heads, and the 
harps of G OD in their hands, fall proſtrate in deepeſt 
homage before the LAM B. They ſtrike the golden 
{trings, and ſing that ſublime euchariſtic hymn : Thou 
art worthy, to. take the book, and to open the ſeals thereof: 


for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to GOD by 


thy blood, aut of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation ; and haſt made us, unto our GOD, kings 
and pricfÞ =, | | 

. Behold the hierarchies of angels: they are in num- 
ber ten thouſand times ten thouſand. Har / they 
raiſe their voice, and awaken all the powers of har- 


mony.Mbo is the ſubject, and what is the burden of 


not a bare reſemblance or likeneſs only, but a real and proper 
equality. _ ; F 
r 
I Ach vi. 56. 
y 2 + JJ. vi. 1. 2. Oc. compared 
62944 ++ ev. iv. "gy | : 


j t Mark i. 1. 
4 Acts vii. 59. 

with John xii. 41, 

Rev. v. 9. 10. 
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their ſong ? Worthy is the LAMB that was „ain, tg 
receive uber, and riches, and wiſdom, and ftrength 
and honour, and bleſſing. Nor theſe alone, but every 
creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and 
under the carth, and ſuch as are in the ſea, join the 
immenſe chorus. They cry, in loud reſponſive {trains 
of melody and devotion, Bleſſing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that fitteth upon the thron- 
and unto the LAMB for ever and ever *, 

This, you obſerve, is the devout acknowledgment 
not only of the cherubim, the ſeraphim, and the ſpi. 
rits of juſt men made perfect, but of every creature,—. 
The fun, the moon, and the ſtars, which garniſh the 
heavens ;—beaits and creeping things, mountains and 
hills, fruitful trees and all cedars, which repleniſh the 
earth; — metals and minerals, gems and foſſils, the 
ſubterraneous riches of nature, or things which are 
under the earth ;—even all thoſe objects, which my 
Theron lately contemplated, do, in their way, magnity 
the LORD FE SUS. They bear witneſs to hiz 
power, as their CREATOR; they are ſubſervient 
to his intereſts, as our MEDIATOR; and, in this 
manner, they glorify his ſacred name. 

Under ſuch views of the bleſſed REDEEMER, 
enlarged and elevated even to aſtoniſhment, is it poſ- 
ſible to -ver-rate the worth of his mediatorial obedience? 
Is it poflible to lay 0 much ſtreſs on his expiatory fi. 
crifice, or aſcribe to much ethicacy to his vicarious nigh. 
teoutnels ? 


To the honours which he receives, let us add the 
works which he has done. By theſe, in the days of 
his fleſh, were diſplayed the greatneſs of his glory, 
and the might of his majeſty. _ 

Behold! fays the almighty FATHER; ny ſer 
vant, he who condeſcends to become my ſervant in 
the matchleſs work of redemption ; Hall deal prudent- 
ly, ſhall conduct himſelf with all the dignity and all 
the ſanctity of wiſdom. In conſequence of which, he 
ſhall be exalted, be eætolled, and be very high 4.—The 
paraphraſe of the Jetoiſh commentators on this beau- 
tiful climax is, though inadequate, not contemptible. 
« The MESSIAH,” they ſay, © ſhall be higher 
% than Abraham, more illuſtrious than Moſes, and ex- 
* alted above the angels of light, even above the 
„ prime miniſters } of heaven.” —What follows, is an 
attempt to render this expoſition ſomewhat % de- 


fective. 


Here, could you open my chamber- door, and peep 
upon your friend, you would find him in the ſame 
attitude, and under the ſame perplexity, which were 
formerly obſerved in Phocion. Sitting one day, amidſt 
an aſſembly of the people, and preparing to make 4 
public oration, he appeared uncommonly thoughtful. 
Being aſked the reaſon, © I am conſidering,” faid he, 
«© how I may Horten, what I ſhall have occaſion to 
« ſpeak.” Ihe compaſs of my ſubject would demand 
many volumes ; whereas the Umits of my letter vill 
allow but a few paragraphs. 

Our LORD gave fight to the blind. He poured 
day upon thoſe hopeleſs and benighted eyes, which 
had never been viſited with the leaſt dawning ray-— 
The dumb, at his command, found a ready tongue, 
and burſt into ſongs of praiſe. The deaf were all car, 
and liſtened to the joyful ſound of ſalvation.— The 
lame, lame from their very birth, threw aſide their 
crutches, and full of tranſport and exultation, lea 
like the bounding roe ||.—He reſtored floridity and 


Ne, v. 11. 12.13, + If. li. 13. . 

t Prime miniſters, this is almoſt a literal tranſlation of their 
words, nw N 1 

| We have the fineſt repreſentation of this event, given V5 
by the inſpired hiſtorian, As iii. 8. And he leaping up, Haul, 
and walked, and entered with them into the temple ; walking 
and leaping, and praiſing G0 D.—The very language ſeems 10 
exult, in a redundant flow of expreſſive phraſes ; juſt as 2 pot 
cripple, who never knew either the comfort of bodily vig9v" 
or the pleaſure of local motion, may be ſuppoſed to do, When 


beauty to the fleſh, emaciated by conſuming ſickneſa, 
or encruſted with a loathſome leproſy.— All manner of 
difeaſes, though blended with the earlieſt ſceds of lite, 
and rivetted in the conſtitution by a long inveterate 
-edominancy ;—difeaſes, that bated the ſkill of the 
byſician, and mocked the force of medicine ;—theſe 
ni cured, not by tedious applications, but in the 
twinkling of an eye; not by coſtly preſcriptions, or 
painful operations, but by 2 word from his mouth, or 
a boeh from his hand; nay, by the fringe of his gar- 
ment, or the bare act of his will. | | 
Any one of theſe miracles had been enough to en- 
dear the character, and eternize the memory of ano- 
ther perſon. But they were common things, matters 
of daily occurrence, with our divine MASTER. 
Ihe years of his public miniſtry were an unintermit- 
ted ſeries of ſuch healing wonders ; or, if any inter- 
miſſion took place, it was only to make way for more 
invaluable iniracles of ſpiritual beneſicence. 
Behold him exerciſing his dominion over the vege- 
table creation. A fip-tree, adorned with the moſt pro- 
miſing ſpread of leaves, but unproductive of the ex- 
pected fruit, withers away at his rebuke. It is not 
only ſtripped of its verdant honours, but dried up 
from the very roots *, and periſhes for ever. A fear- 
ful, yet ſgnificant intimation of that final ruin, 
which will overtake the /p-c/9us hypocrite ; who, while 
laviſh in outward profeſſion, is deſtitute of inward 
piety. | 
His eve pierced through the whole world of waters ; 
diſcerned the fiſh that had juſt ſwallowed a picce of 
filver coin, and guided its courſe to Peter's hook f. 
'Tis true, when the gatherers of the ſacred tax came, 
to collect his ſhare for the reparation of the temple, 
he had not a ſufficiency of money to ſatisfy ſo ſmall a 
demand ; yet he takes occaſion, from this moſt ab- 
ject poverty, to manifeſt the immenſity of his riches. 
Ile ma'zes the great deep his revenue, and bids the 
ſcaly nations bring him their tribute. Never was ſuch 
indigence affociated with ſuch magnificence! And ne- 
ver, never let us forget, that the indigence was ours, 
the magnificence all 25 own |! 
The waters themſelves, it may be ſaid, are far more 
unmanageable than their inhabitants. Who can con- 
trol that outrageous element? which has deſtroyed ſo 
many gallant fleets, with the armies they bore ; and 
which would laugh at the oppoſition of the united 
world, The LORD FESUS walks upon its rolling 
ſurges ||, and ſpeaks its moſt tempeſtuous agitations 


ſuddenly and unexpeCtedly bleſſed with both. He would ex- 
ert his new-· acquired powers again and again; firſt in one atti- 
tude, then in another: ſometimes to try, whether he was 
really healed, and not under the pleaſing deluſion of a dream; 
ſometimes from a tranſport of conſcious delight, and to ex- 
preſs the ſallies of joy that ſprung up in his heart. 

Though I acknowledge Mr Pope's deſcription to be extreme - 
ly beautiful, | | 


Que lame their crutch forego, 
And leap exulting like the bounding roe ; 


yet I cannot perſuade myſelf, that it is to be compared with 
St Luke's draught, either in the variety of figures; in the 
richneſs of colouring ; or in that exuberance of ſtyle, which, 
on this occaſion, is ſo happily fignificant, and ſo perfectly 
pictureſque. * Mark xi. 20. 

+ Matth, xvii. 27. How wonderful is this ſeemingly-little 
miracle! or rather, what a cluſter of wonders is comprized in 
this /ingle act] — That any fiſh, with money in its mouth, 
ſhould be catched,—with money juſt of ſuch a value, —and 
in che very firſt fiſh that offered itſelf !—What a pregnant diſ- 
play of omniſcience to know, of omnipotence to over. rule, all 
theſe fortuitons incidents! About fourteen pence. 

(| He treadeth upon the waves of the ſea, is one of the pre- 
rogatives aſcribed to the moſt high GOD, Fob ix. 8. e 
original word TYRA fignifies a ſea, that rolls mountain- high; 
and fuch, we have reaſon to ſuppoſe, were the waves on which 
our LORD walked ; fince the veſſel to which he bent his 
courſe, was dae ange-, laſbed, battered, tormented, by their 
vehement concuſſions, Matth. xiv. 24, " 


NO 
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into a calm. The waves of the ſea are mighty, and rage 
horribly ; but yet the LORD, who loved us, and wath- 
ed us from our fins in his own blood, is mightier &. 

The winds are yet more ungovernable than the 
madding ocean. When theſe are hurled + abroad, 
to ſhatter the foreſts, and ſhake the ſhores, who can 
curb their rage? what can withſtand their impetuoſity? 
Even the boiſterous winds hear the SAVIOU K's 
voice; and, as ſoon as they hear, obey. His voice, 
more powerful to reſtrain, than brazen dungeons to 
confine, chides the furious whirlwind; The furious 
whirlwind is awed into immediate ] filence. That 
which a moment ago heaved the billows to the clouds, 
and filled with outrage the howling firmament, now 
gently whiſpers among the ſhrouds, and ſcarcely curls 
the ſmooth expanſe. | 

Something there 1s, even within the narrow com- 
pals of our cw- breaſts, which affords room for more 
ſignal exertions of DEITY, than the turbulent bil- 
lows, or the reſiſtleſs ſtorm. Agreeably to the ſug- 
geſtion of a prophet; For lo he that formeth the moun- 
tains ; and createth the wind ; and, as a more pregnant, 
proof of divine perfection, declareth unto man what is 
his thought, the GOD of hoſts is his name || ; the poſ- 
ſeſſor of ſuch ſurpaſſing power and wiſdom muſt un- 
queſtionably be the ſupreme LORD. And who is 
this, but FESUS CHRIST? He knew what was 
in man 4. He diſcerned the ſecrets of the heart; diſ- 
cerned the latent purpole, before it diſcloſed itſelf in 
action; even before it was uttered in ſpeech ; nay, 
while it lay yet an unformed embrio in the mind. 

His glance pierced into futurity ; eſpied events, in 
all their circumſtances , and with the greatelt perſpi- 
cuity, beivre they came into being. The hidden 
things of darkneſs were open, and the contingencies of 
to-morrow were preſent, to his Mloiryatida eye. 
Nay, the unthought-of revolutions even of diſtant 
ages, the aſtoniſhing cataitrophe of diſſolving nature, 
and the awful proceſs of everlaſting judgment, he 
clearly foreſaw, and particularly foretold. 


* Pal. xciii. 5. 

+ This is the literal tranſlation of that beautiful Hebrew 
phraſe, which occurs Jonah i. 4 —The ſacred writer, deſcri- 
bing the ſtormy meflenger, which was diſpatched to arreſt a 
fugitive ſervant, ſays, -The LORD hurled forth a great 
wind. The ſame expreſlion is applicd to Saul, (1 Sam. xviii. 
11.), when he darted his javelin at David, with a deſign to 
transfix and nail him to the wall. — What an elegant, and how 
awful an image ! Storms and tempeſts, with all their irreſiſtible 
fury and dreadful ravages, are like miſive weapons in the hand 
of JEHOVAH; which he launches with greater eaſe and 
ſurer aim, than the moſt expert warrior emits the pointed ſteel. 

+ Immediate— This circumſtance, as very much aggrandizing 
the miracle, is, wich great hiſtorical propriety, remarked b 
the evangeliſt. The ſea is known to have a prodigious fwell, 
and very tremendous agitations, for a conſiderable time after 
the tempeſtuous wind ceaſes. On this occaſion, and in obedi- 
ence to its MAKER's will, it departs from the efabliſhed laws 
of motion. No ſooner is the word ſpoken, but there is a calm; 
not an advancing, but an in/fantaneous calm; not a partial, but 
a perfect calm, Matth. viii. 26, Mark iv. 39. 

| Amos iv. 13. | 

4 Jobn ii. 25, This all-diſcerning intelligence of the 
DEITY, is very emphatically expreſſed by che pſalmiſt, P/al. 
cxxxix. 1. 2. Oc. though the ſentiment in one clauſe ſeems to 
be ſomewhat weakened by our verſion. There is not a word in 
my tongue, would have a nobler turn, and more extenſive 
meaning, if rendered, BEFoRE the word is on my tongue, thou, 
O LORD, knoweft it altogether. , | 

++ In all their circumſtances, —See a very remarkable exempli- 
fication of this particular, Mark xiv. 13. There ſhall meet you, 
—not barely a perſon, but the ſex and age are both ſpecified ; 
not two, or ſeveral, but one man; — not within any given ſpace 
of time, but at the very inſtant of your arrival; not empty- 


handed, but bearing a veſſel ;—not of wood or metal, but an 


earthen pitcher ;—filled, not with wine or milk, but with wa- 
ter ;—carrying it into that very houſe, where the preparation 
was made, and the paſſyver was to be celebrated. —What 
a multitude of contingencies all minutely foretold by our 


LORD! 
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Nor does he only peretrate the receſſes, but over- 
rule the operations of the foul. —tHle fo intimidated a 
multitude of ſacrilegious wretches, that they fled, not 
hefore his drawn {word, or bent bow, but at the ſha- 
king of his fingle ſcourge *.--He ſo awed, by one ſhort 
remonitrance 1, an aſlembly of conccited and oftcnta- 
tious Phariſees, that they could neither gainſay, nor 
endure the energy of his diſcourſe. Though not to 
endure, was a tacit acknowledginent of guilt, and 
muſt cover them with public confufion. — With a 
word, the mo! mild and gentle imaginable, he flung 
ſuch terror into a band of armed men, as blaſted all 
their courage, and laid them /tunned and proflrate on 
the ground. 

All hearts are in his hand. He turneth them, as 
the rivers of water, wwhither/oever be will | ; with as 
much eaſe, and with the ſame efficacious ſway, as 
the current of the rivers is turned by every inflec- 
tion of the channel. Halle me, was his call to Fames 
and John: Follow me }, was all he ſaid to Levi the 
publican. Though the firit were engaged in all the 
ardour of buſineſs; though the laſt was fitting at 
the very receipt of cuſtom; yet both he and they, 
without any demur, or the lealt delay, left their em- 
ploy, left their neareſt relations, and reſigned their 
earthly all, to attend a poor and deſpiſed MASTER. 
— Their acquaintance, no doubt, would remonſtrate 
a thouſand inconveniencies; their enemies would not 
fail to cenſure them, as raſh enthuſiaſts; but all tlieſe 
conſiderations were lighter than duſt, were leſs than 
nothing, when ſet in competition with tvs zwords only 
from FESUS of Nazareth, Impreſſed, deeply im- 
preſſed by his powerful ſummons, ſuch loſs they 
counted gain, and ſuch obloquy glory. 

He planted bowels of compaſſion in the unfeeling 
avaricious wretch; and elevated, beyond the height 
of the ſtars, deſires that lay grovelling even below the 
mire of the ſwine. The /laves of fin he reſtored to the 
liberty of righteouſneſs ; and unhappy creatures, who 
were degenerated into the likenels of the devil, he re- 
newed after the image of the bleſſed G O D. — Theſe 
were the effects of his perſonal preaching ; theſe are 
ſtill the conqueſts of his glorious goſpel ; and do not 
theſe declare his dominion over the intellectual œco- 
nomy ? that the wd of minds, as well as of material 
nature, is open to his inſpection, and ſubject to his 
control ? 

The dead ſeem to be more remote from human cog- 
niſance, than the ſecrets of the breaſt ; leſs liable to 
any human juriſdiction, than the warring elements, 


* 7chn ii. 14. 15. Oc. St Jerom looks upon this miracle, 
as one of the greateſt, which our SAVIOUR wrought. 
And indeed the circumſtances are very extraordinary.,—'T hat 
one man ſhould undertake ſo buld, and execute ſo hazardous a 
taſk ; —one man, without a cammiſſion from Caſar; without any 
countenance from the Jewiſh rulers ; without any arms, either 
to terrify the multitude or defend himſclf.— That he ſhould 
caſt out the whole tribe of mercenary traffickers ; wreſt, from 
thoſe worthippers of wealth, their darling idol; and trample 
under foot their great Diana And all, without tumult or op- 
poſition ; not one of the ſacrilegious rabble, daring to ** move 
« the hand, or open the mouth, or peep.” — Whoever reflects 
on the fierce and ungovernable nature of an incenſed populace ; 
or conſiders the bitter and outrageous zeal of Demetrius and 
the craftſmen, on a leſs irritating occaſion ; may poſſibly find 
himſelf almoſt, if not altogether, of the Latin father's opi- 
nion. 

+ John viii. 7. t John xviii. 6. | Prov. xxi. 1. 

+} Mark ii. 14. He ſaid in the beginning, Let there be light ; 
there was light: Left there be a firmament ; 'twas ſpread a- 
broad: Let there be a world; it aroſe of nothing.—In the days 

of his fleſh likewiſe, he ſpeaks, and it is done. His word is a 
work. He ſays to the diſciples, Follow me; they come :—to 
the leper, Be clean; he is cleanſed :—to the paralytic, Ariſe, 
take up thy bed, and walk; 'tis all performed, as ſoon as com- 
manded.—Hgurely then we muſt confeſs, this is the voice of a 
G GD, not of a man! Twill is our LORD's uſu word, 
when he grants a miraculous cure: which exactly correſponds 
with that admired and magnificent expreſſion c Gen, i, 3. 
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What potentate can iflue a writ of releaſe to th 
grave? or cite the diſlodged foul, to re-enter the 
breathleſs corpſe !—Yet this, even this, our mighty 
MEDIATOR executed. Ile opened the & 1 
which were ſunt in ther ſockets, and ſealed in the 
tomb. He bid the heart, that had forgot its vital mo- 
tion, ſpring into renewed and vigorous life, Ahe 
crimſon flood, long congeated by the icy hand of death. 
which had not only loſt its pulſe by fagnation, but 
likewiſe changed its very texture by putrefadticn &. 
circulates, at his order, all florid and mantling wit, 
health, through the wondering veins.— The ſpirit 
which had taken its flight into the invifeble ſtate, had 
taken its place in eternal habitations, returns, at our 
REDEEMER's ſignal, to the tencment of mou. 
dering clay; and, by the amazing viſtt, proclaims his 
lovereigaty over thoſe unknown realms, and their my- 
{terious inhabitants. 

As he recalls from, ſo he admits into, the abodes of 
future happineſs. In the very loweſt depths of hi; 
Duniliation, he diſpoſed of the feats of %, and the 
thrones of glery. His hands, when fwollen with 
wounds, and nailed to the tree, evidently ſuſtained 
the keys of hell and of death t. Then, even then, he 
opened and he ſhut either the gates of the grave, or 
the portals of paradiſe. What he ſpeaks to the peni- 
tent thiet, is the language of ſupreme authority; 7. 
day fhalt theu be with me in paradife 1. *Tis a royal 
mandamus, not an humble petition. 

Does our L OR D's ſuperiority extend to thoſe n- 
lignant beings, the devil and his angels ?—Even theſe, 
in ſpite of all their formidable ſtrength |}, and inex- 
tinguiſhable rage, he makes his footitool. He brake 
the teeth of thole infernal lions; and reſcued the hel 
leſs prey, on which their bloody jaws were cloſing. 
At tis command, they abandon their conqueſts ; and 
relinquiſh, however indignant, however reluctant, their 
long-accuſtamed habitations. His fingle command, 
more forcible than ten thouſand thunderbolts, diſpoſ- 
ſeſſes a whole legion + of thoſe fierce and haughty ſpi- 
Tits ; drives them, all terrified and deprecating ſeverer 
vengeance, to ſeek reſt in ſolitary deſerts, or to herd 
with the moſt ſordid brutes. 

As the blefled FESU S treads upon the necks of 
thoſe powers of darknels, he receives the willing ſer- 
vices of the angels of light. They that excel ++ in 
{trength, and are active as flames of fire, eveu they 
fulfil his commandment, and hœarken unto the voice 
of his words, They graced the ſolemnity of his 
birth; they attended him, after his temptation in the 


Yes, 


* John xi. 39. + Rev. i. 18. Luke xxiil. 43. 
| Milton, deſcribing the power of the apoſtate angels, lays, 
The leaſt of whom could wield 
Theſe elements ; and arm him with the force. 
Of all their regions. Book VI. 221. 
+ Mark v. 9. 

+ Would any one ſee a ſketch of the glory and excellence 
of the angelic nature ? Let him ſee it, in that inimitably-fine 
ſtroke of the ſacred pencil: I ſaw another angel come down from 
heaven, having great power, and the earth was lightened with 
his glory, Rev. xviii. 1. The laſt clauſe is, I think, one of 
the moſt maſterly touches of deſcriptive painting, extant in 
hiſtory, poetry, or oratory. Milton gives us a ſtricture af the 
ſame kind, and on the Ame ſubject. But the poetic flight, 


—— 0 very ſublime, is abſolutely inferior to the apocalyptic 
viſion. 


9s. he led 
Hit radiant files, dazzling the moon. 
In this caſe, we have a whole brigade of celeſtial warriors ; in 
the former, only a ſingle angelic being. Thoſe are repreſent- 
ed, as irradiating the night, and outſhining the moon : this, 2s 
exceeding the brightneſs of the /un ; diffafing additional ſplen- 
dors on the day; and illuminating, not a vaſt plain, not 2 
vaſter kingdom, but the whole face of the globe. If ſuch be 
the luſtre of the ſervant, what images can diſplay the majeſty 
of the LORD? who has thouſand thou/ands of thoſe glorious 
attendants miniſtering unto him, and ten thouſand times ten $hou- 
ſand ſtanding before him ? Dan. vii. 10. 
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Lor. VII. e 
wilderneſs ; they were the ſirſt joyful preachers of his 


triumphant reſurrection; and now he is ſeated on the 
right hand of the MAJESTY in the higheſt, 


———They ſiand with wings outſpread, 

Liſt'ning to calch their Maſters leaſt command, 

And fly through nature, ere the moment end. 3 

Behold him, now, doing according to his will, in 
the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth; — ſwaying the ſceptre over the legions of 
hell, and the powers of nature ;—Cxcrciling dominion 
in the hearts of men, in the territories of the grave, 
and manſions of difembodied ſpirits. Then let my 
Theron determine, - under ſuch views of our 8 AV I- 
OUR's unegualled mazeity, and unbounded ſove- 
reignty, let him determine, Whether it be fater to 
reſt our infinite and eternal intereſts on our 0wn righ- 
teouſneſs, rather than on His. 


We have ſelected ſome few manifeſtations of our 
LEDEEMER'Ss excellent greatneſs. Even the evan- 
gelical hiltorians give us no larger a proportion of his 
aſtoniſhing deeds, than the ſirſt- fruits bear to a copious 
harveſt. Yet, were they all particularty enumerated, 
and circumitantially difplayed, they would appear 1n- 
conſiderable, compared with thoſe fir more diſtinguiſhed 
trophies of almighty power, which he has decreed, 
in ſome future period, to erect K. : 

He will gather to his ſacred fold, the people of his 
ancient church; though they are diſperſed into all 
lands, and moſt inveterately prejudiced againſt the 
truth of his goſpel —How mighty was his hand, how 
illuſtriouſly outſtretched his arm, when he made a 
path through the ſurges of the ocean, drove the tor- 
rent of Fordan backwards, and fetched rivers of wa- 
ters from the flinty rock! Far more mighty will be 
its operations, when he ſhall remove the ſeemingly- 
unſurmountable obſtructions to the general re/toration 
of the Jews ; ſhall throw all their religious apprehen- 
ſions into a new channel; and cauſe tears of peniten- 
tial ſorrow to ſtart from their ſtony eyes, confeſſions: 
of unfeigned faith to flue from their blaſpheming lips. 
—Yet thus it will aſſuredly be. In the volume of the 
divine book it is written, They ſhall look on him, whom 
they have pierced, and mourn f. They ſhall adore as 
the MESSIAH, the once deſpiſed Galilean; and 
fix all their hopes of final felicity on that very P E R- 
S ON, whom their fathers ſlew and hanged on a tree. 

Amazing revolution in the religious world! Yet 
this, together with the deſtruction of Antichriſt, and 
the illumination of the benighted Gentiles, may paſs 
for ſmall incidents, compared with thoſe ſtupendous 
events, which will dignify, and ſignalize the cloſing 
ſcene of affairs, | 

Then ſhall the LORD JESUS be manifeſted in 
n and exert ſuch acts of omnipo- 
tence, as will be the terror of hell, the joy of heaven, 
the wonder of eternity, —Then will he put an end to 


The dignity of our LORD, conſidered as the CRE A- 
TOR and PRESERVER of all things, is not mention- 
ed here; becauſe ſomething of this kind is profeſſedly attempt- 
ed, in the Deſeant upon Creation, ſubjoined to the firſt volume 
of Meditations among the Tombs, &c. To which I beg leave 
to refer my readers ; and ſhall more than make amends for 
the preſent omiſſion, by tranſcribing a paſſage from the Night- 


_— 3 TP preſents us with a magnificent diſplay of this 


Hob, by whon all worlds 
ere made, and one redeem'd ; whoſe regal power 

On more than adamantine baſis fix'd; | 

2 er more, far more than diadems and thrones 
Inviolably reigns ; beneath whoſe foot, 

And by the mandate of whoſe awful nod, 
All regions, revolutions, fortunes, fates, 

Of high, of low, of mind and matter, roll 

Through the ſhort channels of expiring time, 


or Sooreleſs ocean of eternity, | 75 
8 Night- Thoughts, No IX. 
} Zech. xii, 10. 


ſab luce videri. Maſterly performances, the more cloſely the 
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time, and bid the ſprings of nature ceaſe to operate. 
Then ſhall his tremendous trumpet rend the univer- 
ſal vault, and pierce the dormitories of the dead. 
Then will he Bale the earth out of its place *, and be- 
fore his majeſtic preſence the heavens hall flee away +. 
— Then ſhall, not @ nation only, but multitudes, mul- 
titudes of nations, be born in a day]; yea rather, in an 
hour, in a moment, in the twinklingof aneye.—All that 
are aſleep in the beds of death; even thoſe who, periſh- 
ing in 7empeſts, are ſunk to the bottom of the ocean; or, 
ſwallowed up by earthquakes, are buried at the centre of 
the globe; all ſhall hear his voice; and hearing, ſhall a- 
wake; and awaking, ſhall come forth.—Every human 
body, though ages have revolyed, ſince it gave up the 
ghoſt; though worms have devoured the fleſh, and 
diflolution mouldered the bones; though its parts have 
been grinded by the teeth of beaſts, or conſumed by 
the rage of fire; diſſipated in viewleſs winds; or ſcat- 
tered over the boundl;/s globe; loſt to our ſenſes, and 
loſt even to our imagination; yet will every human 
body then be reſtored ; its limbs reaſſembled, and not 
an atom wanting ; its frame rebuilt, and never be de- 
moliſhed more. | 
Then ſhall the unnumbered myriads of departed 
ſpirits return from their ſeparate abodes; and, com- 
miſſioned by HIM who 7s the reſurrection and the life, 
reanimate each his organized ſyſtem. — Then ſhall 
Satan and his accomplices, thoſe exccrable and horrid 
criminals, be dragged from their dungeons of dark- 
neſs, and receive their doom at the REDEEMER 
tribunal.—Then will miſery and happineſs, both con- 
fummate, and both everlaſting, be awarded by the 8 A- 
VIOUR's ſentence, — Then will he conſign over the 


* Job ix. 6. 

7 How grand is the idea, when David prays! Bow thy hea- 
dent, 0 LORD, and come down ; touch the mountains, and they 
ſhall ſmoke, —Much grander is the image, when he ſays, The 
ſprings of waters were ſeen, and the foundations of the world 
were diſcovered, at thy chiding, 0 LORD, at the blaſt of the 
breath of thy diſpleaſure, —Tranſcendently and inimitably grand 
is this deſcription, though given us by the moſt plain and art- 
leſs writer in the world: I /aw a great white throne, and HIM 
THAT SAT ON IT, from whoſe face the heavens and the 
earth fled away, and there was no place found for them, Rev.. 
W 
In Vigil admired repreſentation, Jupiter hurls his thunder 
and a mountain falls at the ſtroke; 


2 . 


— Ille flagranti 
Aut Atho, aut Rhodopen, aut alta Ceraunia telo 
Dejicit. Georg. I. 337 

In Homer's more terror-ſtriking piece, Neptune ſhakes the. 
wide-extended earth. The mountains tremble to their centre ; 
the ocean hcaves its billows ; and cities recl on their founda- 
tions. 
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Iliad. T. 57. 


Here the SON of the eternal GOD appears only, ind 
all nature is alarmed : nor heaven nor earth can keep their 
ſtanding ; they flee away, like the frighted roe.— How grovel- 
ling are the loftieſt flights of the Grecian and Reman muſe, 
7 with this magnificence and elevation of the prophetic 

irit! 
: Let us conſider the paſſage a little more attentively. Valet hzc 


are examined, the more highly they charm.—It is not ſaid, 
a few herds of the foreſt, a few kings, or armies, or nations ; 
but the whole ſyſtem of created things.—lt is not ſaid, they 
were thrown into great commotions, but they fied entirely a- 
way; not, they ſtarted from their foundations, but they fell 


into diſſolution ; not, they removed to a diſtant place, but there 
was found no place for them; they ceaſed to exiſt ; they were 
no miore.—And all this, not at the ftrict command of the 
LORD FESUS; not at his awful menace, or before his 


fiery indignation ; but at the bare preſence of his majeſty, ſit- 


ting with ſerene but adorable dignity on his throne, 

If this is not the true ſublime, in its utmoſt ſcope, force, 
and beauty, I muſt confeſs, I never ſaw it, nor ever expect to 
ſee it. | 


4 II. lx. 8. 
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unzdly world, and the rebellious angels, to the flames 


of hell, and to agones of deſpair. Then will he in— 
veſt the ri hteous with the inheritance of heaven, and 
inſtate them in the fulneſs of joy, His word is fate; 
immutabilily ſeals, and eternity executes, whatever he 
decrees, 

And has this JESUS, fo glorious, fo majeſtic, fo 
adorable, —has H E vouchfated to take our nature, 
and become our righteouſneſs? was H E made under 
the kw? did HE fulfil all its demands? give perfect 
ſitisfaction to the penal, and yield pertect obedience to 
the preceptive? on purpoſe, that the merit of 4 
might be made over to us? — Aſtoniiinng condeſcen- 
fion | 1neffalle grace! What thanks are due to ſuch 
inhnitely-rich goodneſs !- What a remedy is here, for 
the impotence and guilt of fallen man — What a ſure 
foundation of hope, and what an abundant ſource of 
joy, to every one that believeth? 

[t is declared by the oracle of G O D, That /:ch an 
H/GH PRIEST became us, was abſolutely ne- 
cefary for our obnoxions and ruined condition, 70/9 
is holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from funners,—and 
eile higher than the heavens &. It appcars, I Batter 
mvlelt, from the letter already in your hand, that 
CHRIST fully anſwered the former character; and 
from this epiſtle, I hope it will appear, that he is the 
very perſon deſcribed in the latter clauſe. 

Eitimate now, my dear friend, eſtimate it you can, 
the glory and excellency of this ſublime PERSON. 
Then may you learn how to ſtate the worth of lis 


rightcoulneis, and the degree of alliance ſuited to his 


mcrits. Rather you will perceive, that his ſpotleſs 
birth, his perfectly- obedient lite, his equiſitely- bitter 
death, are a ſatisfaction ot unknown dignity ; precious +, 
far beyond all the graces of men, and all the duties of 
angels; able to fave to the uttermoſt, all that rely on 
them, and come unto G O D through them. 

Conſonant to this, are the ſentiments of that pene- 
trating critic and profound ſcholar, Dr L19htfort ; 
who, treating of our S AVIO U R's obedience, ſays, 
—* Add to all this the dignity of his perſon, who per- 
&« formed this obedience; that he was G OD as well 
« as man; and his obedience is infinite; ſuch as in its 
validity ſubdued Satan, and in its all-ſufliciency 
« fytisfied the juſtice of G O D.“ - After which, our 
celehrated author makes this important and delight- 
ful improvement; * Think, Chri/tian, what a ſtock 
« of obedience and righteouſneſs here is for thee, 
e to anſwer and fatisfy for thy diſobedience and 
“ unrighteouſneſs, if thou become a child of the 
« covenant. Here is enough for every ſoul that comes 
« to him, be they never ſo many. Like the widow's 
„ oil in the book of ings, therg is enough and 
enough again, as long as any veſſel is brought to 
& receive it J.“ | 

We need not wonder, that Gentiles, who are igno— 
rant of the REDEEMER; that Jews, who treat 
him with contemptuous ſcorn ; that profeſſors of reli- 
gion; who deny his eternal GODHEAD ; place little, 
if any confidence in his righteouſneſs. But it is ſtrange, 
that Chri/tzans, who know the SAVIOUR; who ac- 
knowledge his divinity ; and believe him to be exalt- 
ed above all bleſſing and praiſe ;—it is exceedingly 


ſtrange, that they do not rejoice in him; make their 


boaſt of him; and ſay, with a becoming diſdain, of 
every- other dependence, Get ye hence || / 

Such an aſſemblage of divine perfections, muſt war- 
rant, muſt demand, the moſt undivided, and the moſt 
unbounded confidence.—There never was, no, not in 
all ages, nor in all worlds, any thing greater or rich- 


" eh 4 Heb. vii. 36. 827 
This is expreſſed 
which no tranſlation can equal; rw T4ov Tv Heſiunuα oy tluyenocylo aro 
nue Ioan. Matth. xxvii. . — — 
+ Lightfcot's works, vol. 2. p, 1258. 
| If, xxx. 22; : 


1 * 
by the ſacred hiſtorian, with an energy 


. 


Ltr. vm. 


er, more digmfied, or exalted, than the Obedience of 
our LOR D.—Nay, it is unpoihible to imagine — 4 
could be /o ſuited to our wants, / proper for our * 
liance, or /6 ſure to awer, more than anſwer all be 
expectations. | g 
Remember what the apoltle aſlirms, and YOu will 
. . 1 
not wonder at my aflertion. /n HIM divelleth all the 
fulneſs of the GOD HEA bodily. How comprehe.. 
live and cxalted is this deſcription ! It collects into 3 
point all the rays of majeſty and hondur. It expreg.;; 
in a ſentence, I ſay not whatever this pen has write, 
but whatever of dignity and excellence the Bible ft. 
felt contazns.—The DHA, the very natwe ind 
eſſence of the DEITY ;—the fuineſs of the G Q hy. 
HEAD; unnering witdom, almighty power, and 
whatever the great JEHOVAH challenges ag hiz 
own ;— all the fulneſs; every adorable attribute. ;, 
the molt ample meature, and in the higheſt degree; 
all this delle, not viſits occationally, but ſtatedly, Re 
variably, eternally reſides ; — dwells in CH RIs7 
JESUS beadily, with an union inconceivably oj 
and intimate; inſomuch that the GO DHE AD in. 
habitm:g, and the manhood inkavited, make but one 
and the fame PERSON. 

Therefore, adds the ſacred diſputant, Ie are complete 
in HEM *. Never was any concluſion more weighty 
in itfelf, or founded on more ſolid principles.—Ye x; 
not only pardoned, but reconciled ; and not only re. 
conciled, but juſtified; nay, ye are, —and what dan 
be ſaid or deſired more !—yeare COMPLETE. And 
not barely before men or angels, but before infinite 
purity and omniſcience itlelf. Te are made (amazing 
and charming truth!) the righteoufneſs of GOD+#n 
this wonderful SAVIOUR.— What a fountain is this, 
or rather what a ſea of fathomleſs depth, to obliterate 
all fins, and ſupply all wants! What a mirrour of 
6 O D's ſtupendous grace, and ever to be adored lo- 
ving-kindnels ! | 

lere let our meditations fix, and here let all our 
expectations center, From this, not from any thing 
of our own, let us derive our peace, our joy, our ſu- 
preme complacency.— Into this ſubject we can never 
dive too deeply. Of this ſubject we can never think 
too magnificently. The righteouſneſs of CHRIST 
is the maſter-pillar, on which our eternal welfare reſts, 
Nay, it is the only ſupport, which preſerves us trom 
ſinking into endleis perdition. 

There hangs all human hope ;, that nail ſupports 

Our falling univerſe. 
This renders his interceſſion prevalent. He is an ad- 
vocate, a ſucceſsful advocate with the FATHER, 
Why? Becauſe he is FESUS CHRIST the rigb- 
teous t— From hence reſults his ability to juſtify. Ile 
ſhall juſtify many, faith the LORD JEHOVAHE. 
On what conſideration ? Becauſe he is my righteous /er- 
vant .— This, and no other, is the meritorious cauſe 
of our ſalvation. Judah hall be ſaved ; ſhall eſcape 
damnation, and inherit glory. On what account? 
On account of the righteous BRANCH raiſed ip un 
David 4.—Since then our acceptance, juſſiſication, 
and ſalvation ; ſince our comfort in time, and our 
happineſs to eternity, all depend upon the righteout- 
neſs of CHRIST; how ſhould we delight in contem- 
plating its faultleſs, its 2%, its tranſcendent excel- 
lency !/—Grand ! all-ſufficient ! in every reſpect perfect! 
Nothing equal to it, on earth, in heaven, through. 


* 
Wl 
* 


— 2 


+ 2 Cor. v. 21. + 1 John ii. 1. 
1 3 | 

4 Fer. xxiii. 5. 6. I believe, it will be needleſs to 2 
that the ſalvation, mentioned in this and other paſſages of like 
im port, is not limited to a temporal deliverance, but exten 
to a ſtate of ſpiritual and eternal happineſs. The 1 e 
is only a ſubordinate bleſſing; a kind of appendage to the 
ther: ſomewhat like the hald round the globe of the — 
or that Faint and ſecondary range of colours, which frequent” 


ly attends the glowing rainbow. 


„Col. ii. 9. fig. 
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niverſe | — ſurpaſſing the enormity of our 
2 the * of 2 imagination! ſurpaſſ- 
2 all that we can expreſs or conceive! being truly, 
properly, abſolutely DIiviNs ! 13 
And is this rightcouſneſs mine? is this righteouſneſs 
ours, Theron? is this righteouſneſs free for every ſin- 
ner? pleaſing, captivating, rapturous thought !— 
Who can forbear exulting and triumphing, in this 
boundleſs, this infinite bleſſing? On ſuch an occaſion, 
methinks, ſome {allies of enthuſiaſm, or even ſome 
ſtarts of tautology, are the language of ſenſibility, of 
propriety, of nature. Sing, O ye heavens ; for the 
LORD, the LORD himſelf, hath done it. Our ju— 
ſtifying righteouſneſs 18 finiſhed ; finiſhed by J EH O- 
V A H, ſojourning in human clay. Shout, ye lower 
arts of the earth: break forth into ſinging, ye mountains; 
0 fore/t, and every tree therein. For the LO R D hath 
moſt marvelloully redeemed Jacob, and no leſs illuſtri- 
ouſly glorified himſelf in the recovery of ljrael *.—O 
for the tongue of a ſeraph But even this would be 
defective; ſuch ardour cold, and ſuch energy languid. 
I have done; I add no more; I leave it to ſome 
future letter? to ſome more labour'd eſſay? No; but 
to the hymns of heaven, and the adorations of eterni- 
ty, to ſupply the deficiency of my acknowledgments. 
In the mean time, let me entreat my Theron to con- 
template our LORD JESUS CHRIST, under 
that moſt illuſtrious character, deſcribed by the pro- 
phet, APRIEST upon his THRONE +; dignify- 
ing the ſacerdotal cenſer by the regal diadem ; adding 
all the honours of his eternal divinity, to the ſacrifice 
of his bleeding humanity.— Then, I promiſe myſelf, 
you [will find it almoſt impoſſible, not to adopt the 
emphatical and ardent proteſtation of the apoſtle ; 
60 D forbid, that I ſhould glory, that I ſhould confide, 
ſave, only in the obedience and the cr of CHRIST FE- 
SUS my LORD! 


* IC. xliv. 23. + Zech. vi. 13. 
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When you made the tour of France and Italy; and, 
croſſing the Alps, gained the ſummit of ſome com- 
manding ridge ;—when you looked round, with a- 
ſtoniſhment and delight, on the ample plains, which, 
crouded with cities, and adorned with palaces, ſtretch 
their beauteous tracts below; when you ſurveyed the 


famous rivers, that roll in ſilent but ſhining dignity 


ſtating the boundaries of kingdoms, and wafting plen- 
ty through the gladdened nations; when you ſhot 
your tranſported view to the ocean, whoſe unmeaſu- 
rable flood meets the arch of heaven, and terminates 
the landſcape with inconceivable grandeur did you, 
then, chuſe to forego the pleaſure reſulting from ſuch 
a proſpect, in order to gaze upon the 5 crag of 
ſome adjacent rock? or, could you turn your eyes 
from thoſe magniſicent objects, and faſten them with 
pleaſed attention upon a /hallow puddle, that lay ſtag- 
nating at your feet? 

You, who have beheld the ſcene, can accommodate 
the ſimile, with peculiar advantage. For which rea- 
ſon, I ſhall wave the application; and only beg leave 
to tranſcribe a with, that is now warm on my heart, 
and is often breathed in ſupplication from my lips : — 
May the FATHER of our ſpirits, and the Fountain 
of wiſdom, give vs an enlightened underſtanding, to 
KNow him that is true; grant us the ineſtimable bleſ- 
ſing, that we may BE IN him that is true, even in his 
SON FESUSCHRIST. Ver this SAVIOURis 
the true GD, and that privilege is /ife eternal &. 

My Theron needs no argument to convince him, 
that ſuch a prayer is an act of rational and real friend- 


** is the moſt genuine and ſubſtantial proof, that 
am | 


His truly affeftionate, 


ASPASIO. 


* 1 John v. 20. 
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THERON fo 


Dear As pASs o, 


OUR two letters have reached my hand; and I 
Y hope they have not miſled my heart. I might in- 
form you, what pleaſure they gave me, and how high- 
ly I eſteem them. But you deſire no ſuch compli- 
ments: you deſire to ſee me impreſſed with the ſenti- 
ments, and living under their influence. This would 
be the moſt acceptable acknowledgment to my . 
becauſe it would be the moſt happy effect to his Theron. 
May every day, therefore, bring a freſh acceſſion of 
ſuch gratitude to me, and of ſuch ſatisfaction to you! 
To watch for my ſoul, and pray for my ſalvation, 
Iam thoroughly convinced, is the trueſt inſtance of 
rational and exalted friendſhip. Every claim to that 
amiable character is defective and vain, if it does not 
extend to our ſpiritual intereſts, and our everlaſting 
welfare. For which reaſon, Ineed not entreat you to con- 
tinue and perpetuate this beſt expreſſion of ſocial kind- 
nels, Or if 1 do, it is rather to teſtify how much I 
Prize the favour, than to prompt your affectionate and 
ready mind, 
Your laſt found me at a friend's houſe, which lies 
pretty near the weſtern ocean. Yeſterday waked by 
the lark, and riſing with the dawn , I ftrolled into 


* Evandrum ex humili tedto lux ſufcitat alma, 
Et matutini volucrum ſub culmine cantus. ViRG. 


Lux alma— A lovely expreſſion! deſcribing the mildneſs, the 


— and he cheating efficacy of the riſing ſun. It is, I 
pos F< of an equal tranſlation ; but reminds me of a 


"ep 
As PAS T o. 


the fragrant air, and dewy fields while, as Shake+ 

ſpear, with his uſual ſprightlineſsSexpreſles himſelf, 
| - Focund day 

Stood tip-toe on the miſty mountuin's top. 


Sweet was the breath of morri, and ſweet the ex- 
halations of the freſhened flowers ;—grateful were the 
ſoft ſalutes of the cooling zephyrs, attended with the 
charm of earlieſt birds ;—delightful the ſun, painting 
with his orient beams the chambers of the firmament, 
and unveiling the face of univerſal nature. 
My mind, but little affected with theſe inferior en- 
tertainments, was engaged in contemplating an object 
of infinitely-ſuperior dignity ; in contemplating that 
adorable BEING, who raiſed—tfrom nothing raiſed 
this ſtupendous ſyſtem of things; and ſupports—with 
his' word ſupports the magnificent frame ; who (to 
ſpeak in the language of his own SPIRIT) openeth 
the eyelids of the morning, and commandeth the day-ſpring 
to know its place &; commandeth the light, by its 
punctual and pleaſing miniſtrations, to draw aſide the 
curtain of darkneſs, and diſcover the ſkies ſhinin 
with glories, and diſcloſe the earth, blooming wi 
beauties. 2 eee 
very fine compariſon in our ſacred eclagues, which repreſents the 
charming appearance, and the benign influence of the goſpel- 
church, at its firſt opening on the Centile world, M de is this 
that looket h jorth as the morning? Cant, vi. 16s. 

* Job xxxviii 12. 
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FATHER of light and life, ſaid my tranſported 
mind, 
ADD GOOD SUPREME! 
O teach me what is good teach me THY'SELF. 
Save me from folly, vanity, and vice, 
Þ'rom every low purſuit and feed my foul 
With faith, with conſcious peace, and virtue pure, 


Sacred, ſulſtantial, neve /: fading bliſs &. 


Wrapt in wonder, and loſt in thought, I rambled 
careleſsly along, till I was inſenſibly brought to the 
ſhore: which, in theſe parts, is prodigiouſly high and 
ſtrong; perfectly well fitted, to ſtand as an everlaſting bar- 
rier 4, againſt the impetuous ſtroke of conflicting winds, 
and the ponderous ſweep of daſhing ſurges.— Not 
that the omnipotent ENGINEER has any need of 
theſe impregnable ramparts. Here, it is true, they 
intervene ; and not only * . the rolling invader, 
but ſpeak the amazing majeſty of their MAKER. In 
other places, all ſuch laboured methods of fortiſication 
are laid aſide. The CREATOR ſhews the aſtoniſhed 
world, that he is confined to no expedients ; but or- 
ders -all things N to the pleaſure of his own 
will. He bids a low bank of deſpicable ſand, reccive 
and repel the moſt furious ſhocks of aſlaulting ſeas : 
and, though the waves thereof toſs themſelves with in- 
credible ſierceneſs, yet can they not prevail; though 
they rear, and ſeem to menace univerſal deſtruction, 
yet can they not paſs over | this ſlighteſt of mounds. 

A winding paſlage broke the declivity of the de- 
ſcent ; and led me, by a gradual ſlope, to the bottom. 
— The moon being in her laſt quarter, and the tide at 
its greateſt receſs, I walked for a while; where briny 
waves were wont to flow.—The ebbing waters had 
left a vacant ſpace, ſeveral furlongs broad; equal in 
length to a very extended viſta; /mooth on its ſurface, 
as the moſt level bowling-green ; and almoſt as firm, 
as the beſt compacted cauſey. Inſomuch, that the 
tread of a horſe ſcarce impreſſes it, and the waters of 
the ſea never penetrate it. Excluſive. of this wiſe 
contrivance, the ſearching waves would inſinuate 
themſelves into the heart ot the earth; the earth it- 
ſelf would be hollow as an honey-comb, or bibulous as 
a ſponge ; and the ſea, ſoaking by degrees through all 
its cavities, would, in proceſs of time, forſake its 
bed, and mingle with the plains and mountains. But 
this cloſely-cemented or glutinous kind of pavement, 
is like claying the bottom of the univerſal canal. So 
that the returning tides conſolidate, rather than per- 
forate its ſubſtanceFand prevent the ſun from cleaving 
it with chinks.—Such, I hope, will be the caſe wit 
this ſoul of mine, and the temptations that beſet me. 
Beſet me they do, they will, But may they never 
Win Upon my affections, nor gain admittance into m 
heart! Let them make me humble, and keep me vi- 
gilant; teach me to walk cloſely with my G OD 
and urge meto an inceſſant dependence on CHRIST, 
Then, inſtead of being ruinous, they may become ad- 
vantageous ; and inſtead of ſhattering, will only cleanſe 


the rock, on which they daſh. 


The mighty waters, reſtleſs even in their utmoſt 
tranquillity, with a ſolemn || but placid murmur, 


— * Thoms0N's Winter. 
+ Theſe, doubtleſs, are © the doors and the bars, which 
the ALMIGHT Y mentions in the courſe of his awful in- 
terrogatories to Job; the maſſy doors, which can never be 
forced; the /olid bars, which can never be broke; and I may 
add, the conſpicuous columns on which his Providence has in- 


ſcribed that ſovereign mandate, Ne plus ultra. Or, as the 


prohibition runs in his own majeſtic words, Hitherto ſhalt thou 
go, but no farther, Job xxxvili. 10. 1 | 
| | | ＋ Jer. v. 22. 

I This is deſcribed with inimitable propriety by Ho MRR; 
dale Bu 9" Axtwy Taps bw roruphoitCoo dxhewon . 55 

And only not quite ſo beautifully by Mil ron; 

He ſaid, and as the ſound of waters deep 
' Hoarſe murmur echo d to his words applauſe. 


% 


ſtruck my ear. The billows, ſometimes advancin 
to kits the ſand, ſometimes drawing back their cur? 
heads into the deep, whitened, at their extremitics 
into an agreeable foam: which, with the reliexive re. 
preſentation of the azure canopy, formed the appear 
ance of a moſt ſpacious floating mantle, tinged with 
a beautiful blue, and cdged with fringes of ſilver.— 
Dignity and elegance, I find, are the inſeparable charac. 
teriſtics of the CREATOR's workmanſhip. Ag Com: 
fort and happineſs, ] ſometimes perceive, are the v 
ipuit of his goſpel, and the genuine produce of ba 
commands, | | 


On one ſide, the 4/lantic main rolled its furges from 
world to world. —[mmenſe, immenſe diffulion of waters 
What a ſpectacle of magnificence and terror! What 
an irreſiſtible incitement to reverence and awe! Hoy 
it fills the mind, and amazes the imagination "Tis 
the grandeſt and moſt auguſt object under the whole 
heavens. — It reminds me of that apocalyptic viſion 
which John, the enraptured ſeer, beheld ! As it wer, 
a great mountain burning with fire, was caſt into the ſeq, 
and the third part of the ſea became blood ; and the third 
part of the creatures which were in the ſea, and had life, 
died; and the third part of the ſhips were deſtroyed t, 
have not penetration enough, to diſcover the ſpiri. 
tual meaning of this paſſage; but I diſcern a moſt 
dreadful grandeur in its plain and literal ſenſe.—If we 
conſider the wonderful compaſs, and the terrible force 
of ſuch an enormous mals of fire; if we conſider its 
horrible and deſtructive effects, on ſuch a vaſt body of 
waters, as the third part of the ocean ; how tremen- 
dous and aſtoniſhing is the idea! Surely, nothing but 
divine inſpiration could ſuggeſt theſe images; as none 
but an almighty BEING can execute this vengeance. 
Who would not fear an eternal KING, that has fuch 
weapons, and ſuch artillery, reſerved againſt the day of 
battle and war +? 8 | 

Spacious as the ſea is, GOD has provided a gar- 
ment to cover it. Profound as the fea is, G OD has 
prepared /waddling-bands to inwrap it. Ungovernable 
as it may ſeem to us, he over-rules it with as much 
eaſe, as the nurſe manages a new-born infant f. An 
infant it 1s before almighty power; and to an infant 
it 18 compared by ] E it OV AH himſelf; though, to 
our apprehenſion, it raves like a /tupendous madman.— 
But if he command, it opens a peaceful boſom, and 
receives his people. It ſmooths the way for their paſ- 
ſage, and ſtands as a bulwark for their defence, They 
march through the midſt of the ſea upon dry ground, and 
the waters are a wall unto them on their right hand and on 
their left ||. If he reverſes his mandate, they drive down, 


with an irreſiſtible ſweep, upon the hoſts of Pharavb, 


and overwhelm the chariots and horſes of Egyft. 
They pour confuſion upon Arrogance {, and dilap- 
point the deſigns of Perſecution and Cruelty.—lf he 
ſays, Be /till; the bellowing furges are huſhed, and 
the gentleſt lamb is not ſo quiet, If he ſays, Deſtroy ; 
even the quieſcent waters kindle into rage ; they riſe 


in their MAKER's cauſe; and ten thouſand lions, 


* Rev, viii. 8. 9, + Job xxxvuli. 23. 
t Job xxxyui. 8. 9. | Exod. xiv. 22 
+ Arrogance—This is deſcribed with exquiſite delicacy, inthe 

Erna or triumphant ſong of Moſes. The enemy ſaid, I wilt 
purſue ; I will overtake; I will divide the ſpoil; my luft ſhall 
be ſatisfied upon them: I will draw my ſword, mine hand 
daſiroy them. What ſwelling words of vanity are here! The 
very ſpirit of a Thraſo breathes in every ſyllable of this beanu- 
ful proſopopæia. Never was the language of Bluſter, Ferocity, 
and Rhodomontade, ſo finely mimicked. How noble is the turu- 
and how exalted the ſentiment, which follows'! THOU 2 
blow with thy wind; the ſea covered them ; they ſank as le 
in the mighty. waters, The GOD of Iſrael need not ſummon 
all his power, or level the right-aiming thunderbotts ; he on- 
ly blows with his wind, and the great mountain breaks like 4 
bubble. All this inſolent and formidable parade is quaſhed 3 
ſinks into nothing; expires in ſhame and ruin, Exod. xu. 
9. 10. ; 6 9 p : 


Ls r. IX. Tr HIT K 4G N 
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' ith Finger, and ruſhing upon their prey, a 
2 58 When he bids them execute any other 
on. the harſe broke to the bit, the ſpaniel 
ſcipline 0 i 
Auen — And ſhall our pans be more wild than 
is & more turbulent than the billowa? Forbid 


. aim! Ut t . , 
xs Ge, and the noiſe of his waves, reſtrain, ſubdue, 


he madneſs of the people. | 

1 travels aA . over a vaſt, vaſt 
length of fluctuating plains “. It reaches the limits 
of the hemilphere, where ſkies and waves ſeem to 
mingle. Yet it has ſcarce made an entry upon the 
world of waters. What I here diſcern, is no more 
than the flirts of the great and wide ſea, Tracts in- 
comparably broader arc {till behind ; and tracts of un- 
bounded extent are behind even thoſe. —Great then, 
0 my ſoul, inconceivably great, is that adored and 
glorious 8O VE RE [GN, who ſitteth upon this 
food, as upon a throne ; Day, who holds it, diffu- 
ſed as it is from pole to pole, in the hollow of his 
hand; and before whom, in all its prodigious dimen. 
ſions, it is but as the dro of a bucket, Low {hall 
reptiles of the ground link low enough in their own ap- 
prehenſions! What humiliation can be ſufficiently 
deep for ſinful mortals, before this © high and holy 
« ONE! Yet how may they rie on the wings of 
hope! how may they /oar on the pinions of faith! 
when, in the language of his prophet, and in his own 
80 N's name, they thus addreſs the everlaſting GOD. 
Awake ! awake ] put on firength, 2 arm of the ORD. 
wake, for our ſuccour and ſecurity, as in the ancient 
days, in the generations of old. Art thou not it, that 
hith cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon? Art thou 
not it, which hath dried the ſea, the waters of the great 
deep? that hath made the depths of the ſea, a way for 
the ranſomed to paſs over I? ; Fe 

How grand, ſurpriſingly grand and majeſtic, are 
the works, as well as the attributes of an omnipotent 
BEING! What are all the canals in all the coun- 
tries of the earth, compared with this immenſe re- 
ſervatory! What are all the ſuperb edifices, erected 
by royal mynificence, compared with yonder concave 
of the ſkies! And what are the moit pompous illu- 
minations of theatres and triumphant cities, compa- 
red with the reſplendent ſource of day! They are a 
ſpark, an atom, a drop, —Nay, in eyery ſpark, and a- 
tom, and drop, which proceeds from the hand of the 
ALMIGHTY, there is the manifeſtation of a wiſ- 
dom and a power abſolutely incomprehenſible, 

Let us examine a fingle drop of water, the very 
leaſt quantity that the eye can diſcern ; only ſo much, 
as will juſt adhere to the point of a needle, In this 
almoſt imperceptible ſpeck, a famous philoſopher com- 
putes no leſs than thirteen thouſand globules. Ama- 
zing to conceive! impoſſible to explicate !—If then in 
ſo ſmall a ſpeck abundantly more than ten thouſand 
globules exiſt, what myriads of myriads muſt float 
in the unmeaſured extent of the ocean Let the 
ableſt arithmetician try to comprehend in his mind, 
not the internal conſtitution, but only the number of 
theſe fluid particles. As well may he graſp the winds 
in his fiſt, or mete out the univerſe with his ſpan, as 
execute the tals, —If then we are utterly unable to 
number (which is the moſt ſuperſcial of all reſearches) 
even the moſt common works of the great J EH O- 
VAH; how can we pretend to lay open the ſecrets, 
and penetrate the receſſes of his infinite mind! How 
can we pretend to inveſtigate the whole proceſs, and 
wg all the difficulties, of that highe/? and deepeſt of 

wine ſchemes, REDEMPTION! 

have ſametimes been offended, I muit confeſs, 
deer you haye enlarged upon the myſterious truths of 

1/tanity. But 1 perceve, the beam was in my 


* ————Compoſque netantes, LuckEr. 
+ Pfal, xxix. ME . + I. Ii. 9. 10. 


d to the fignal, are not halt ſo dutiful and 


LORD! Thou that ruleft the raging of 


* 
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own eye, when 1 faneicd the mote was in my friend's. 
Is there, in every ray of light, and in every particle 
of matter, a depth of contrivance unfathomable b 
the line of any human underſtanding? And ſh 
there be nothing abſtruſe or profound, nothing but 
what is level to our ſcanty apprehenſions, in the great * 
things of GOD's law, and the glorious + things. of 
his goſpel? To expect this, is juſt as wile in itſelf, 
and juſt as congruous to nature, as to expet—a ſea, 
whole cavities might have been digged by our ſpade ; 
—a iky, whoſe arches are meaſurable by our compaſs; 
—a ſun, whoſe orb may be included in our lanterns, 
When therefore I read of ONE uncreated and e- 
ternal BEING, ſubſiſting in THREE divine PER- 
SONS; when 1 hear oy an infinitely pure and per- 
fect G OD, made fleſh for the redemption of ſinful 
men; when I meditate on the rightequs and univerſal 
JUDGE, reconciling the world unto himſelf, by the 
death of his own 8 ON ;— when a thouſand curious 
and inquiſitive thoughts are ready to ariſe on the oc- 
caſion; I will bid them firſt ſound the depths of a 
ſingle drop, and then apply their plummet to the bound- 
9 ocean. This, I am very ſure, is not weak credulity, 
nor wild enthuſiaſm; but the matureſt dictate of rea- 
ſon, and the very preciſion of truth. — Let then the 
great CREAT 
As the heavens are higher than the earth, ſo are my ways 
than your ways ; and my thoughts than your thaughts . 
Let every human creature add that humble 8 
ledgment; O the depths of the riches, both of the wiſ- 
dom and knowledge of GOD! How unſearthable are 
his judgments, and his ways paſt finding out “ and 
not deyotion only, but reaſon and truth, will fay 4- 
* to both. | 3 
ou ſee, A/paſio, how I am trying to adopt your 
ſpirit. You l obſerve the willing Abet e 
not the great proficient. But ſtay ! Is this right? to 
divert from ſuch commanding ſubjects, and take no- 
tice of mere punctilios ?—My friend may ſpare his 
frowns. I am ſurpriſed and angry at myſelf. Away 
with the little arts of ſelf- recommendation. Self 
ſhould be forgot, ſhould be ſwallowed up and loft in 
devout aſtoniſhment, when we are viewing the mag- 
nificence, and meditating on the wonders of creation. 


Behind me, and far off to the north, Cambria's 
duſky coaſts juſt, and but juſt, emerged. Loſt were 
all her woods and mountains. Inſtead of ornamented 
towns, and cultivated plains, a cenfuſed miſt, or a 
low-hung cloud, ſeemed to hover on the qcean's re- 
moteſt brim. Behind me Remembrance is rouſed 
at the expreſſion, and conſcignce ſharpens her ſting. 
Ah! how often and how long, have I treated in this 
very manner, the nobleſt ſcenes, and the ſublimeſt 
Joys! have turned my batk—ungrateful and beſotted 
creature — upon the heavenly country, and wander- 
ed from the regions of infinite delight! Therefore 
now they appear dim. I have ſcarcely a glimpſe of 
their tranſcendent excellgncies. Or if I ſee them by 
faith, it is with frequent intermiſſions, and much ob- 
ſcurity.— Turn me, O thou GOD of my ſalvation, 
turn me from purſuing phantoms, and attach me to 
thy bleſſed ſelf. Let me henceforth ſteer an invariable 
courſe to EMMAN UE L's kingdom. May its trea- 
fures, as T advance, open to my view, and its glories 
brighten in my eye. O] may ſome odours, better, 
far better, than Sabæan ſpicy odours 4, exhale from 
the delectable hills, and the celeſtial ſhores ! + By 


# TIM Hof. vili. 1a. I. 
+ Te e en, Acts i. 11, | 
4 H. Iv. 9. Rom. xi. 33. 
4 Abe b e ie nen 
— —＋＋, when to them whe ſail 
Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are paſt 
Moſambic, of at fea north-eaſt winds blow © 
Babxan odour, from the ſpicy ſpore 


R make that ſublime declaration; 
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chiefly, thou eternal 8 PIRIT, breathe upon my ſoul, 
both by thy convincing and comforting influences! nor 
ever ccaſe to ſwell my fails, and fpeed my progrets, 
till 1 arrive at the land, that is very far off; and ſee the 
KING, the KING of grace and of glory, iu all 


his incfl able beauty &. 


On my left hand, a range of mountainous cliffs roſe 
in a perpendicular direction. Ihe huge pile extend- 
ed, as far as the ſight could diſcern, its black bounda- 
ries. Here bending inwards to the land ; there belly- 
ing out into the deep ; every where projecting a ſhade, 
ſeveral leagues acroſs the ocean. 

The height of theſe cliffs ſo prodigious, that every 
human creature who comes near the ſummit, ſtarts 
back !2rrifed and aghaſt. Only a few ſtraggling goats 
venture to graze on the top: and theſe, to a perſon 
walking below, appear but as ſpecks of moving white. 
While the ſea-mews, that winnow the air about the 
middle ſteep, look like winged animalcules, purſuing 
their little ſports in a different region.—The aſpect of 
theſe cliſts ſo , and horrid, it is impoſſible to be- 
hold them without a ſhivering dread. The ſpectator 
is apt to imagine, that nature had formerly ſuffered 
ſome violent convulſions, or been ſhattered by the 
flaming bolts, and that theſe are the diſmembered re- 
mains of the dreadful ſtroke; the ruins, not of Per- 
Je polis or Palmyra, but of the world! c 

Amazing! What adventurous daring creature 15 
yonder, gathering /amphire from the cavities of the 
rocks ! He has let himſelf down ſeveral fathoms be- 
neath the black and dizzy ſummit.—He gleans a grad 
livelihood, from the edges of danger, ſhall 1 ſay 
ther, from the jaws of death. I cannot diſcern the 
rope to which he clings. He ſeems to be ſuſpended 
over the tremendous precipice, by a thread, by a hair, 
by nothing, I'll look no longer. The very fight chills 
my veins. While I view his perilous elevation. I can 
think of nothing but a headlong downfall, and frac- 
tured bones ; of brains left to reek on the pointed 
crags, and blood ftreaming on the diſcoloured beach. 

Suppole (if the mind can bear ſo ſhocking a fuppo- 
ſition) ſome poor wretch, expoſed on the brow of this 
ſtupendous promontory ; without any ſupport for his 
fect ; and cleaving only to a weak ſlender thrub, which 
but juſt adheres to the interſtices of the rock, What 
tumultuous throbbings ſeize his breaſt ? what a dying 
paleneſs invades his checks? and what agonies of fear 
rend his heart? as he hangs, prejeding over the ragged 
precipice ; and ſurveys the ocean deep, wondrous 
deep below !—The bough gives way. His only hope 
fails. It yields more and more to his weight. Good 
heavens ! he finds“ he fins“ O! for ſome friend] 
hand, to ſnatch him from periſhing ! Millions, mil- 
lions of gold, were the cheap purchaſe of ſuch a mer- 
cy.—There was a time, my ſoul, when thou waſt in 
a ſituation, equally ſhall I fay ? infinitely more dan- 
gerous ; .tottering, not only on the verge of /ife, but 
on the very brink of hell. Remember that compaſſion- 
ate arm, which was ſtretched out, in the very article 
of need, to reſcue thee from imminent and everlaſting 
e Never forget that gracious voice, which 
aid, — in accents ſweeter than the muſic of the ſera- 
phic choir, . Deliver him from going down into the 
<« pit. Let his health be reſtored, and his day of 
« grace be prolonged.” _ 3 

n ſore places, the hideous ruins not only tower to 
the ſkies, but /zan over the ſtrand. Prominent and 
frightfully pendulous, they nod horror, and threaten 
deſtruction on all below. A perſon congratulates him- 
ſelf, when he has got clear of the bending precipice; 
and can hardly forbear thinking, that the enormous 


load is with-held by ſome unſeen hand, till the execra-- 


Of Araby the Bleſi'd, and many a league 
hear'd with the grateful ſmell old ocean ſmiles, _ 
| Book IV. 1 59. 
I. xaxili. 17. 
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ble wretch, doomed to a moſt aſtoniſhing ve 
15 come within reach of the blow. And try 
had the ſtrength of the clephant, or the fi 
the behemoth, this muſt grind him to} 
ven cralh him into atoms. 

tow awtiul to conſider, that there is a day comjr 
when wicked potentates, and haughty monarchs wil 
beg of yonder feas, to yawn compaſſionately deep, * 
llide them in their darkeſt abyſſes; hide them tron, th 
piercing eye, and avenging ſword, of inflexible juſtice: 
—That there is a day coming, when the foft vglys. 
tuary, the wanton beauty, and all the ungodly of the 
carth, will beſeech thoſe tremendous ridges, with al 
their unſupportable burden of craggy rocks, to ru 
down upon their guilty heads “; if, by this means 
they may be ſcreened from the inſinitely more dread. 
ed weight of divine indignation. 

Vain are their cries; and vainer ſtill would be their 
refuge, fhould their paſſionate requeſts be granted 
Can floods conceal the impious wretches, when the oh. 
verns of the ocean thall be laid bare, and the foungz. 
tions of the world be diſcovered? Can rocks ſecrete an 
obnoxious rebel, when rocks, with all their marble 
quarries, and adamantine entrails, ſhall diſſolve like 
melting wax? when hills, that plunge their roots ty 
the centre, and loſe their towering heads in air, ſhall 
ſtart from their affrighted baſe 4, and flee away like 1 
withered leaf !—Good GOD ft! what racking .nguith 
muſt they fee// what inexpreſſibly-ſeverer torment 
mult they fear / who can implore, ardently implore 
as a moſt deſirable favour, what imagination itict 
ſhudders to conceive. 

In ſome places, theſe mountainous declivities lift 
their brow aloft ; plant their baſis deep; and, inſtead 
of portending a fall, defy the fury of the moſt impetu- 
ous elements. Firmly conſolidated, and ſtedfaltly e 


ngeonce, 
iy, if he 
rmneſs of 
oder, Or e. 


* Rev. iv. 15. 16 

+ This brings to our remembrance a moſt ſublime deſcrip» 
tion of the divine POWER, which ariſes in a beautiful cli. 
max, and terminates in this grand idea. The woice of the 
LoR Dis mighty in oferation, the voice of the LORD is « 
glorious voice, The voice of the LORD breaketh the cedars; yea 
the LORD breaketh the cedars of Lebanon He maketh them 
alſo to ſhip like a calf; Lebanon and Sirion [ike a young wmivern! 
Fial. xxix. 4. 5. 6. | | | 

The woice of the LORD is mighty in operation. This is the 
general propoſition ; which, in the following ſentences, we 
{ce malt magnificently illuſtrated. —The woice of the LORD 
breaketh the cedars ; when he ſpeaks in thunder, and bids the 
lightning execute his orders, the trees, the cedar-trees, thoſe 
ſturdieſt productions of the carth, are ſhivered to pieces les, 
the LORD breaketh the cedars of Lebanon; which, for ſtatc- 
lineſs and ſtrength, ſurpaſs the oaks of the foreſt, ſurpaſs every 
tree of the field, almoſt as much as the oak exceeds a ſhrub. It 
is a ſmall thing with FE HO AH, to rend the trunks, to 
tear up the roots, and make thoſe maſſy bodies ſip like a cal}; 
even Lebanon and Sirion, the mountains on which they grow, 
tremble before their GOD. They are thrown into ſtrange 
commotions ; they are ready to ſpring from their foundations; 
and, with all their load of woods and rocks, appear like ſome 
affrighted or ſome ſportive animal, that farts with horror, 
or leaps with exultation. | 

t Good G © D !—This exclamation is introduced on à very 
ſerious occaſion, and uſed with an apparent air of reverence. 
Under which circumſtances, perhaps, it may be /ometimes 4 
lowable, and not diſhonourable to the divine MAJESTY: 
But, when it is admitted into ordinary converſation, on ©! 
fling occurrences, and with a levity of temper ; it is itſelf 3 
very great offence, and diſcovers a very irreligious ſpirit.—lt 
is ſo great an offence, that the GOD of heaven and carth 
declares himſelf the avenger of all ſuch tranſgreſſors. He will 
not hold them guilfleſs, or he will aſſuredly puniſh them. And 
if GOD condemn, who ſhall acquit? If HE will puniſh, 
who can deliver from his hand ?—It diſcovers a very ire; 
gious ſpirit; is a moſt dangerous ſymptom ; fomewhat like à 
plague-ſpot on the converſation. It fhews, that there is no 
faving health, no life of GOD in the ſoul. Was there any 
fenfibility/in the conſcience, any grace in the, heart, it wow 
be impoſſible to treat ſo wantonly and ſo preſumptuouſly, that 
glorious and fearful name, THE LORD THY G7 D, Deut. 
xxviii. 58. hs VVV 
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- they have withſtood the united, the repeat- 
pn” of winds and waves, through à long ſeries 
revolving ages. —The ſacred writers, I obſerve, ſe- 
1 & almoſt all the ſtriking images which the whole cre- 

—* affords; in order to communicate their heavenly 
rm with the greateſt advantage. Iſaiab, deſcribing 
th ſecurity of the righteous, takes his compariſon 
wi. the grand ſpectacle before my eyes: He hall 
1 on high : his place of defence ſhall be the munitions 
* rocks * - inacceſſible as thoſe lofty ridges, immove- 
able as their everlaſting foundations. 
J Should it be aſked, what theſe munitions of rocks 
ay ſignify ?—l find two places of refuge and ſafe- 
_ * pointed out in ſcripture; to either of which, I 
believe, the metaphor is applicable. He had horns, 
ſays one of the divine Pindarics, coming out of his hand ; 
hers was the hiding of his power +. Uncontrollable 
and omnipotent power was lodged in the great I E- 
HOVAN'Ss hand; and this was the ſure defence, 
this the impregnable 1 for all his people. — The 
church of CHR IST is ſaid to be in the clefts of the 
Rock f: that ſpiritual Rock, of which the Iſraelites 
drank in the wilderneſs ; whoſe ſacred clefts were o- 
ned, when the bloody ſpear tore up the REDEEM- 
R's fide, and cut a wide and deadly paſſage to his 
heart. Surely, the inhabitants of this Rock have reaſon 
to ſing ||- What ſhould diſquiet them ? Who can de- 
troy them? Why ſhould not the voice of Joy be in 
their dwellings, and that hymn of holy triumph in 
their mouths ? We have a ſtrong city. Salvation hath 
GOD appointed, ſalvation itſelf, for walls and bul- 
warks J. Happy ſhould I think myſelf, if I was inter- 
eſted in this SAVIOUR, and eſtabliſhed on this 


k. 
3 on the ſummit of the moſt conſpicuous 


cliff, is erected a grand and ſtately pile. At the top, 


my glaſs diſcovers a ſuperb lantern; at the foot, are 
the huts of fiſhermen, ſurrounded with various ſorts 
of nets.—lt is, I ſuppoſe, a /ght-hoyſe : intended to 
appriſe the ſailor of devouring gults, and deſtructive 
ſhoals ; or elſe to conduct him into a ſafe road, and 
ſecure harbour. 

Both the ſituation and 2 of the building read 
me a leſſon; the one of awful admonition, the other 
of comfortable inſtruction. — Comfortable inſtruction. 


* If. xxxlii. 16. 

+ Hab. iii. 4. Horns were an emblem of firength. A horn 
of ſalvation is put for a mighty and effectual ſalvation, Luke ii, 
69. Thou haſt heard me from among the horns of the unicorns ; 
thou haſt reſcued me from the moſt potent and formidable 
enemies, Phil. xxii. 21. Here the word ſeems to denote that 
power of FJFEHOV AH, to which nothing is impoſlible ; 
and more than ſeems, if we conſult the next clauſe. —There 
was the hiding of his power ; or, as it may be rendered, his 

rwerful hiding, a moſt ſecure refuge, a ſanctuary abſolutely 
inviolable, I have accommodated this paſſage to a different 
ſenſe, Meditat. above, p. 43. But the true ſignification, 
moſt ſuitable to the context, and moſt ſubſervient to the pro- 
phet's deſign, is, I apprehend, given by Theron. It is ſome- 
what like an exalted ſentiment in the Night- Thoughts ; 
which, with a ſmall alteration, may ſerve as a paraphraſe on 


the text: 


And nature's ſhield the hollow of his hand. 
A Chriſtian's [hield the hollow of his hand. 


Cant. ii, 14. Should the reader have an inclination to ſee 
this ſacred, but myſterious book explained, I would refer him 
to Dr GIII Expoſition of the Canticles : which has ſuch a 
copious vein of ſanctified invention running through it, and 
is interſperſed with ſuch a variety of delicate and brilliant ima- 
ges, as cannot but highly entertain a curious mind: which pre- 
ſeuts us alſo with ſuch rich and charming diſplays of the glory 
of CHRIST's perſon, the freeneſs of his grace to ſinners, 
and the tenderneſs of his.love to the church, as cannot but ad- 
miniſter the moſt exquiſite deljght to the believing ſoul. —Con- 
idered in both theſe views, I think, the work reſembles the 
Paradiſiacal garden, deſcribed by MiLTon ; in which 
Bloſſoms and fruits at once of golden hue 
Appear'd, with gay enamell'd eolours mix d. 


II. xlii. 11. IC, xxvi, 1. 
No Till. ' | 
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How maſſy and ponderous is the edifice! yet there is 
not the leaſt reaſon to be apprehenſive of a failure in 
the foundation. Was the ſtructure ten thouſand times 
larger, the ſolid rock would ſupport it, with. the ut- 
molt eaſe, and the utmoſt ſteadineſs. Such is CHRIST, 
fuch are his merits, ſuch his glorious righteouſneſs, to 
thoſe wiſe and bleſſed ſouls, who reſt all the weight of 
their everlaſting intereſts on him alone. Such, did I 
ſay? Much ſurer. For the mountains may 2 and 
the hills may be removed *; but this divine baſis can ne- 
ver link, can never be ſhaken. —Awful admonition. For 
it recalls to my memory that alarming yet welcome 
text , which you ſtyled the ſpiritual light-houſe : 
which has been as ſerviceable to my diſtreſſed mind 
and bewildered thoughts, as ſuch an illuminated watch- 
tower to the wandering and benighted mariner. Ma 
I often view it! ever attend to its faithful direction; 
and be led, by its influences, into the haven, the de- 
fired haven — peace and ſalvation | | ] 

Let me once again ſurvey thoſe vaſt but noble de- 
formities ; thoſe rude but majeſtic elevations of ſtone. 
—FPortifications, reared by an almighty hand, to pro- 
tect us at once from warring elements, and invading 
enemies.—Ramparts, which overlook and command 
the ocean; which, viewed by diſtant mariners, ſeem 
to touch and op the ſky ; which have ſurrounded 
our ule ever ſince the univerſal deluge, and will be 
her never-failing defence even to the general confla- 
gration. If ſome opinionated engineer ſhould take it 
into his head, to ſuſpect the ſtability of theſe unſhaken 
and everlaſting bulwarks ; if he ſhould make propoſals 
for ſtrengthening them with buttreſſes, or girding 
them round with cramping-irons ! how would his pro- 
ject be received ? with approbation and applauſe? or 
with contempt and indignation? „ Fool that he is! 
* to think of enlarging, corroborating, or improving 
the finiſhed and magnificent works of nature, by the 
« puny piddlings of art! - Such, fo fooliſh and pre- 
poſterous was my once favourite conceit, of adding my 
own performances, in order to increaſe the juſtifying 
efficacy of CHRIS T's obedience. What a diſpa- 
ragement was this to the great, the divine foundation! 
Which, for the ſupport and ſecurity of burdened and 
endangered ſinners, is ſufficient, — is ſelf-ſufficient —is 
all-ſufficient. 


How changeable is the face of this liquid element ! 
Not long ago, there was nothing, from this ſtony 
boundary, to the horizon's utmoſt verge, but the wild- 


eſt tumult and moſt horrible confulion. Now the 


ſtormy flood has ſmoothed its rugged brow, and the 
watery" uproar is lulled into a profound tranquillity. 
Where rolling mountains ruſhed and raged, threatenin 
to daſh the clouds, and deluge the earth; there the 
entleſt undulations play, and only juſt wrinkle the ſur- 
ce of the mighty baſon. Where the dreadful abyſs 
opened its wide and unfathomable jaws, to ſwallow up 
the trembling ſailor, and his ſhattered veſſel; there a 
calm and clear expanſe diffuſes its ample boſom, allu- 
ring the fiſh to baſk in the ſun, and inviting the ſea- 


fowl to watch for their prey. 


In this fair floating mirror, I ſee the picture of every 
cloud, which paſſes through the regions of the ſky. 
But in its uncertain and treacherous temperature, I 


ſee more plainly the inconſtant and ever-variable con- 
dition of human affairs.—I durſt not be ſurety to the 
mariner, for peaceful ſeas and ſoothing 


er, fo f es. I could 
not aſcertain the continuance of this halcyon weather, 


ſo much as a ſingle day, or even to the next hour. 


And let me not fondly promiſe myſelf an uninterrupted 


tenor of ſerenity in my mind, or of proſperity in m 
circumſtances.— Sometimes, indeed, my — — ' 
under the ſmile of heaven, and the favour of GOD. 


N e. 164 5 
I F See Rom. ix. 30. 31. j2: and above, Letter V. 
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fluid from penetrating their fleſh ; it 
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But ſoon ; ali! too ſoon I am clouded with fear, and 
oppreſſed with e I ſigh out that paſſionate 
acknowledgment, Wretched man that I am! and add 
that wiſhful inquiry, Who ſhall deliver me? For this 
diſordered ſtate of things, the afflicted patriarch's com- 
plaint, is the moſt appolite motto, and the moſt whole- 
ſome memento ; Changes and war are around me *,— 
But there is a world, where diſaſtrous revolutions 
will be known no more; where our enjoyments will 
no longer futtuate like the ocean, but be more ſted- 
faſt than the rocks, and more immoveable than the 
ſhores. 

Here I ſee an immenſe collection of waters, in a 
ſtate of deep repoſe. Could I extend my view to ſome 
remoter tracts, I ſhould behold every thing ſmoother 
and calmer ſtill. Not a furrow ſinks, nor a rid 
ſwells the ſurface of the ocean. Tis all like a olaſly 
plain, The waves are aſleep. Echo is huſhed. Not 
a gale ſtirs. The ſea ſtagnates ; the mariner is becalm- 
ed ; and the veſlel ſcarcety creeps. —Whereas, could I 
ſurvey the ſtraits of Magellan, or the gut of Gibraltar, 
I ſhould find a very ſtriking difference. There the 
waters preſs in with vehemence, and ruſh forwards 
with impetuoſity. All is there in ſtrong agitation, 
and rapid progreſs. The ſhip is whir/ed through the 
narrow paffage ; and rides, as it were, on the wheels 
of the ſurge, or on the wings of the wind. — This, my 
dear 405015 is a true image of what I have been, and 
of what I am. Some months ago, when I was inſen- 
ſible of guilt, all my prayers were liſtleſs, and all my 
religion was a ſpiritual lethargy. I felt not in my 
heart, what I uttered with my tongue. Heoſannahs 
were but an empty ceremony, and confeflions froze 
on my formal bps.—But, ſince the SPIRIT of GOD 
has awakened me from my dream, and convinced me 
of my ſinfulneſs, I can no longer be ſatisfied with in- 
dolent and yawning devotions. Trials and tempta- 
tions put ſtrong cries into my mouth. My foul 
mourns before the LORD; my defires plead with the 
bleſſed GOD; and I am ready to ſay, as the patri- 
arch of old, I cannot, I muſt not, I will nat let thee 
« go, unleſs thou bleſs me f.“ 
| ſee no flocks of ſheep, with ſober affiduity, nib- 
bling the graſſy plains. No ſportive lambs, with in- 
nocent gaiety, friſking along the ſunny banks. Here 
are no ſtables for the generous ſteed, nor paſtures for 
the luſty heifer. Nevertheleſs, theſe watery regions 
are ſtocked with colonies of proper and peculiar inhabi- 
tants: who are clothed and accoutred in exact con- 
formity to the clime : not in ſwelling wool, or buoy- 


ant feathers ; not in a flowing robe, or a full-trimmed 


ſuit ; but with as much compactneſs, and with as lit- 
tle ſuperfluity, as poſſible. They are clad, or rather 
ſheathed in ſcales ; which adhere cloſely to their bo- 
dies, and are always laid in a kind of natural oil. 
Than which apparel nothing can be more light, and 
at the ſame time nothing more fo/zd. It hinders the 
prevents the cold 
from coagulating their blood ; and enables them to 


make their way through the waters, with the utmoſt 


facility.— They have each a curious inſtrument , by 
which they increaſe or diminiſh their ſpecific gravity ; 
fink like lead, or float like a cork; riſe to what height, 
or deſcend to what depth, they pleaſe. | 

This is the abade of /eviathan, hugeſt of living crea- 
tures. Before whom the broad-limbed elephant, and 
the tall-necked camel, are mere ſhrimps. A ſtretched- 
out promontory, when he ſleeps; a moving land, 
when he ſwims ; © making the ſea to boil like a pot, 


when, unwieldily wallowing, he takes his prodigious 


paſtime.—Here the voracious ſhark, that tyrant of the 
1 mid kingdoms, and aſſaſſin of the finny nations, 


.roams and commits' his ravages ; embrues his horrid 


fangs, and marks his rapid path, with blood. Here 


dwelt that great, and greatly- ſurpriſing ib, whoſe 


Job x. 17. + Gen. xxxii. 26. f The air - bladder. 
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fierceneſs and avidity the almighty S O V E 
employed as his purſuivant, - 4 — a gde dy 
phet : whoſe ample jaws, or capacious entrails — 
the dungeon to conſine a rebellious ſubject, and * 
cabin to lodge a penitent offender : whoſe bulk — 
ſtrength, and ſpeed were a kind of veſſel, tranſportin 7 
this convict to the bottom of the mountains, and the bas 
of the earth *. After the criminal was ſuflicientlycha. 
ſtiſed, and properly humbled, they ſerved as a gall 8 
with oars, to convey him ſafe to land. e 

In the ſame element relides (at leaſt takeg up part 
of his reſidence) that formidable monſter, who is made 
without fear, and has not his like upon earth. He eſtecm. 
eth the pointed iron as ſtraw, and ponderous braſs 4. 
rotten wood. His heart 1s as hard asa piece of the nether 
millſtone, and his ſcales are a coat of impenetrable maj} 
Strength not to be reliſted, much leſs to be ſubdueg. 
lies entrenched in his ſinewy neck, His eyes are like the 
eyelids of the opening day; and when he rolls thoſe gla- 
ring orbs, there ſeems to be another morn riſen on mig. 
noon. His teeth are terrible, jagged for rapine, and 
edged with death. His throat 1s as a burning fur. 
nace; clouds of ſmoke are poured from his noſtrils 
and flakes of fire iſſue from his mouth. None, ng 
not the moſt reſolute, dares provoke him to the com. 
bat, or even ſtir him up from his flumbers. He laugh. 
eth at the ſhaking of the ſpear, and ſorrow marcheth in 
triumph before him t. Whenever he raiſeth himſelf, 
the mighty are afraid; where-ever he advanceth, ruin 
is there, —If a mere creature is capable of ſpreadin 
ſuch alarm and dread, how greatly is the CREATOR 
himſelf to be feared ! who can turn the moſt harmleſ 
inhabitant of the ocean into a ravenous alligator, or a 
horrid crocodile | who can arm every reptile of the 

ound with all the force and rage of a lion 

Tis impoſlible to enter on the muſter-roll, thoſe 
ſcaly herds, and that minuter fry, which graze the 
ſea-weed, or ſtray through the coral groves. They 
are innumerable, as the ſands which lie under them ; 
countleſs, as the waves which cover them.—Here are 


uncouth animals, of monſtrous ſhapes , and amazing 


qualities ||. Some that have been diſcovered by the 


“ Jonah ii. 6. 

Job xli. 22. NN ON 1299 Meror, ſays Bechart, pra- 
cedit tanguam metator et comes, tumidique anteambulo regis, 
Terror and anguiſh are a kind of advanced guard to this mo- 
narch among the reptiles : or, they go before the monſter, as 
the man bearing]a ſhield went before the Philiſtine giant.— 
The original word occurs in no other part of the divine book. 
I cannot recollect any expreſſion, which ſo fully reprefents us 
meaning, as Homer's w, or Xenophan's aufe da; both which 
are intended to deſcribe the ardour and action of a high-met- 
tled prancing ſteed.— The whole paragraph is a ſketch cf the 
crocodile's picture. It exhibits a few circumſtances, cullcd from 
that inimitable deſcription, extant in the book of Jeb: which 
are given, either in the ſacred writer's own words, or elſe in 2 
paraphraſtic explanation of their ſenſe. 

t Monftrens ſhapes :—Such as the ſword-fiſh; whoſe upper 
jaw is lengthened into a ſtrong and ſharp ſword : with which 


he ſometimes ventures to attack the ſhips, though armed with 


thunder ; and is capable Are their ſides, though ribbed 
with oak. This may be called the champion of the waters; who, 
though never exceeding fixtcen feet in length, yet, con- 
fiding in a weapon at once ſo truſty and ſo tremendous, ſcruples 
not to give battle even to the whale himſelf.— The /un-f/b has 
no tail; ſeems to be all head; and was it not for two fins. 
which act the part of oars, would be one entire round maſs of 
fleſh.—The poly pus, remarkable for its numerous feet, and as 
many claws ; by which it has the appearance of a mere inſctt, 
and ſeems fitted only to crawl. At the fame time, an excre- 
ſcence, ariſing on the back, enables it to ſteer and purſue 3 
ſteady courſe in the waves. So that it may paſs under the two- 
fold character of a /ailor and a reptile. —rarace intimates, 
the Fritiſb ocean is famous for producing ſea-monſters; 

Te belluoſus qui remdatis | 

 Ghſtrepit oceans Britannis. | 

Amazing quaſitie—Among theſe may be reckoned the 

torpedo, which benumbs on a ſudden, and renders impotent, 
whatever fiſh it aſſaults ; and, which is a more extraordinar/ 


property, ſtrikes even the fiſherman's arm, when he offers 10 


F — 3 


- Iorms his vo 
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. *Gtive eye of man; and many more, that remain 
— . of the hoary deep. Here are ſholes 
and ſholes, of various characters, and of the moſt 
4ivertitied fizes ; from the cumbrous whale, whoſe 
4ouncings tempeſt the ocean, to the evaneſcent ancho- 
vv. whole ſubſtance diſſolves in the ſmalleſt fricaſſee. 
N an lodged in their pearly ſhells, and fattening 
on their rocky beds, ſeem attentive to no higher em- 
ploy, than that of imbibing moiſt nutriment. Theſe, 
but 2 ſmall remove from vegetable life, are almoſt 
rooted to the rocks, on which they lie repoſed. 
While others, active as the winged creation, and ſwift 
as an arrow from the Indian bow, ſhoot along the 


yielding flood, and range at large the ſpacious regions 


of the deep. ; 

Here is the tortoiſe, who never moves but under 
her own portable pent-houſe. The lobſter, which, 
whether he ſleeps or wakes, is ſtill in a ſtate of de- 
fence, and clad in jointed armour, The sz/ter, a ſort 
of living jelly, ingarriſoned in the bulwark of native 
fone. With many other kinds of ſea- reptiles, or, as 
the pſalmiſt ſpeaks, things creeping innumerable *,—1 
am ſurpriſed at the w— of their figure, and charm- 
ed with the ſplendor of their colours. Unſearchable 
is the wiſdom, and endleſs the contrivance, of the 
all-creating G O D !—Some are rugged in their form, 
and little better than hideous in their aſpect. Their 
ſhells ſeem to be the rude production of a diſorderly 
jumble, rather than the regular effects of {kill and de- 
fign. Yet we ſhall find, even in theſe LJ irregu- 
lurities, the niceſt diſpoſitions. Theſe abodes, un- 
couth as they may appear, are adapted to the genius 
of their reſpective tenants, and exactly ſuited to their 

icular exigencies. Neither the Ionic delicacy, nor 
the Corinthian richneſs, nor any other order of archi- 
tecture, would have ſerved their purpoſes half ſo well, 
as this coarſe and homely fabric. 

Some, on the other hand, are extremely neat. 
Their ſtructure is all ſymmetry and elegance. No 
enamel in the world is comparable to their poliſh. 
There's not a room of /tate, in all the palaces of Europe, 
ſo brilliantly adorned, as the dining-room and the bed- 
chamber of the little fiſh, that dwells in mother F pearl. 
Such a lovely mixture of red, and blue, and green, 
fo delightfully ſtaining the moſt clear and glittering 
ground, is no where elſe to be ſeen. The royal power 
may covet it, and human art may mimic it; but nei- 
ther the one, nor the other, nor both united, will 
ever be able to equal it. 

But what I admire more than all their ſtreaks, 
their ſpots, and their embroidery, is, the extraordi- 
nary proviſion made for their /afet Nothing is more 
reliſhing and palatable than their fleſh, Nothing more 
heavy and ſluggiſh than their motions. As they have 
no ſpeed to eſcape, neither have they any dexterity to 
elude the foe. Were they naked or unguardeꝰ, they 
mult be an eaſy prey to every free-booter tuat roams 
the ocean.—To prevent this fatal conſequence, what 
only cloathing to other animals, is to them a cloath- 


lay hold on it, with a temporary deadneſs. By this meana, it 
poſſeſſes the double advantage, of arreſting its prey, and ſecu- 
ring itſelf, The cuttle-fiſb, furniſhed with a liquid magazine 
of a colour and conſiſtence like ink: which, when purſued 
vy an enemy, the creature emits, and blackens the water, By 
this artifice, the foe is bewildered in the chace and while the 
one vainly gropes in the dark, the other ſeizes the opportuni- 
t7, and makes his eſcape.— The nautilus, whoſe ſhell forms a 
natural boat, The dextrous inhabitant unfurls a membrane to 
the wing, which ſerves him inſtead of a ſall. He extends al- 
ſoa couple of arms, with which, as with two {lender oars, he 
Tows himſelf along. When be is diſpoſed to dive, he ſtrikes 
ail; and, without any apprehenſion of being drowned, finks 
tO the bottom. When the weather is calm, and he has an in- 
©nation to ſee the world, or take his pleaſure, he mounts to 
the ſurface; and, ſelf-taught in the art of navigation, yer- 

yage without either chart or compaſs; is himſelf 
, 1 the rigging, and the pilot. For a more copious il- 
u n of this amnſing and wonderful ſubject, ſee Nat, Diſpl. 
vol. III. , 5 Pſal. civ. 25. | 
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ing, a houſe, and a caſtle. They have a fortification, 
that grows with their growth, and is a part of them- 
ſelves: By this means, they. live ſecure amidſt mil- 
lions and millions of ravenaus jaws: by this means, 
they are zmparked, as it were, in their own ſhell; and, 
ſcreened from every other aſſault, are reſerved for the 
uſe and pleafure of mankind, 

This is the birth-place of cod, the ſtanding repaſt 
of Lent. This is the nurſery of turbet, for its ex- 
quiſite reliſh juſtly ſtyled, the pheaſant of the waters. 
Hence comes the ſturgeon, delicious even in pickle, 
and a regale for royal luxury ; hence the founders, 
dappled with reddiſh ſpots, and a ſupply for vul 
wants.—Here dwell the mackarel, decked, when baſed 
from their native element, richly decked with the 
moſt gloſſy dies; the herring, whoſe back is mottled 
with azure, and his belly ſleek with filver : the ſalmon, 
in plainer habit, but of larger ſubſtance, and higher 


eſteem, than either or bot n eſe, 
when ſhotten and lean, wander wildly up and down 


the vaſt abyſs. When plump and delicate, they throng 
our creeks, and ſwarm in our bays: they repair to 
the ſhallows, or haunt the running ſtreams. Who 
bids theſe creatures evacuate the ſhores, and diſperſe 
themſelves into all quarters, when they become worth- 
leſs and unfit for our ſervice? Who rallies and re- 
calls the undiſciplined vagrants, as ſoon as they are 
improved into delirable food? Who appoints the 
very ſcene of our ambuſhes, to be the place of their 
rendezvous ? ſo that they come like voluntiers to our 
nets ?—Surely, the furlow is ſigned, the ſummons iſ- 
ſued, and the point of reunion ſettled, by a provi- 
dence ever indulgent to mankind ; ever ſtudious to 
treat us with dainties, and lad us with benefits &. 

We have wondered at f our SAVIOU R's pene- 
tration and power; — his penetration, which, though 
the ſea was at a diſtance, and walls intervened, diſ- 
cerned the fiſh, that had juſt ſwallowed a piece of 
money ;—his power, which, without any delay, brought 
the lawleſs rambler, charged with the ſilver ſpoil, to 
Peter's hook. But is it not equally wonderful, to 
obſerve ſuch innumerable multitudes of finny viſitants, 
annually approaching our ſhores, and crouding our 
banks? which furnith our tables with a wholeſome 
and delicate repaſt; at the ſame time that they yield 
to our nation a revenue , more certain, and no leſs 
conſiderable, than the mines of Peru. 

Theſe approach, while thoſe of enormous ſize and 
tremendous appearance abandon the ſhores. The latter 
might endanger the fiſherman's ſafety, and would 
certainly ſcare away the valuable fiſh from our coaſts. 
They are therefore reſtrained by an inviſible hand, 
and abſcond in the abyfles of the ocean, Juſt as the 
wild beaſts of the earth, impelled by the ſame over- 
ruling power, hide themſelves in the receſles of the 
foreſt. —A ſhip, infected with a peſtilential diſtemper, 
is obliged to keep off at ſea; and not permitted to 
enter the port, till the has performed her quarantine. 
In like manner, theſe monſters of the deep, whoſe 


very buſineſs is deſtruſtion, are laid under a providential 


interdict: only with this very deſirable difference, 
that, as their preſence would always be pernicious, 
they are never ſuffered to come near; their quaran- 
tine is perpetual, 

Aft now the beaſts, and they ſhall teach thee ; and the 


fowls of the air, and they ball tell thee : or ſpeak to the 


earth, and it ſhall teach thee ; and the fiſhes of the 


* Pal. Ixviii. 19. + See Letter VIII. p. 289. 
+ We are told by the aforementioned author, that the banks 
of Newfoundland alone, bring in to the proprietors of that 
fiſhery, a revenue of feyeral millions every year. And they 


will, in all probability, be an unimpaired reſource of treaſure, 


when the richeſt mines now wrought in the world, are cha- 
ked up or exhauſted, | = 

Job xii. 7. 8. The g#arth is repreſented, as bearing wit 
neſs to the immenſe benignity of the bleſſed GOD. Some 


minutes, or a ſhort abſtreF, of her teſtimony on this oxcaGon, 
may be ſeen in Letter VI. | | 
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ſea ſhall declare unto thee ;—that the LORD is gra- 
cious that his tender mercies are over all his nel ; 
that to us he is ſuperabundantly and profuſely good: 
having ordercd all things in the ſurges of the ocean, 
as well as on the ſurface of the ground, for our rich 
accommodation, and for our greateſt advantage. 

One circumſtance relating to the natives of the deep, 
is very peculiar, and no leſs aſtoniſhing. As they 
neither ſow, nor reap; have neither the produce of 
the hedges, nor the gleanings of the field ; they are 
obliged to plunder and devour one another, for neceſ- 
ſary ſubſiſtence. They are a kind of authoriſed ban- 
ditti, that make violence and murder * their profeſſed 
trade. By this means, prodigious deyaſtations enſue ; 
and, without proper, without very extraordinary re- 
cruits, the whole race muſt continually dwindle, and 

at length be totally extinct. — Were they to bring 
ſorth, like the moſt prolific of our terreftrial animals, 
a dozen only, or a ſcore at each birth; the increaſe 
would be unſpeakably too ſmall for the conſumption. 
'Che weaker ſpecies would be deſtroyed by the ſtronger; 
aud, in time, the itronger muſt periſh, even by their 
ſucceſsful endeavours to maintain themſelves.—There- 
fore to ſupply millions of aſſaſſins with their prey, 
and millions of tables with their food, yet not to de- 
populate the watery realms; the iſſue produced by 
every breeder is almoſt incredible. They fpawn, not 
by ſcores or hundreds, but by thouſands and by mil- 
tons +. A ſingle mother is pregnant with a nation. 
By which amazing, but molt ncedful expedient, a 
periodical reparation is made, proportionable to the 
nmenſe havock. | 
As the ſea is peopled with animated inhabitants, it 


is alſo variegated with vegetable productions. Some ſoft 


as Wool; others hard as ſtone. Some riſe, like a leat- 
leſs ſhrabz ſome are expanded, in the form of a net; 
ſome grow with their heads downward, and ſeem ra- 
ther hanging on, than ſpringing from, the juttings of 
the rocks. heſe may, with much greater propriety, 
than the famous plantations of Semiramis, be called 
penſile gardens. —But, as my walk reached no farther 
than the purlieus of the ocean; as neither you nor I 
have ever taken a ſingle turn among thoſe ſubmarine 
groves; as Moſes, Joſbua, and Jonah, the only wri- 
ters that ever made the wonderful tour, intent upon 
more important themes, have left us no memoirs relating 
to this curious point; I ſhall not venture to advance 
any thing particular on the ſubject. Only one remark 
I would offer in general- . 


The herbs and trees, which flouriſh on the dry 


land, are maintained by the juices, that permeate the 
ſoil, and fluctuate in the air. For this purpoſe, th 
are furniſhed with leaves, to collect the one; and wi 
roots to attract the other. Whereas, the ſea-plants, 
finding ſufficient nouriſhment in the circumambient 
waters, have no bccaſion to detach a pow of roots 
into the ground, and forage the earth for ſuſtenance. 
Inſtead therefore of penetrating, they are but juſt tact- 
ed to the bottom; and adhere to ſome ſolid ſubſtance, 
only with ſuch a degree of tenacity, as may ſecure 
Fo this, I believe, the prophet alludes, in that remarkable 
expreſſion, Thou makeſt men as the fiſbes of the ſea. Thou ſuf- 
fereſt men to commit, without reſtraint or control, all manner 
of outrages. What ſhould be a civil community, is a ſcene 
of oppreſſion. , The weakeſt are a prey to the ſtrongeſt, and 
every one ſeeks the deſtruction of his neighbour. Hab. i. 14. 
+ "Mr Petit found 342,144 eggs in the hard roe of a carp, 
ſixteen inches long. Mr - Lewenhoeck counted, in a cod of an 
ordinary ſize, 9,384,000 eggs. A fetundity perſectly amazing 
put admirably adapted to the preſſing exigencies ot the watery 
world; admirably-contrived for the benefit and delight of man- 
kind If we advert to this peculiarity, it will give the utmoſt 
emphaſis to the-patriarch's metaphorical expreſſion, and an in- 
imitable beauty to his prophetic wiſh, * un Let theſe my 
-grandſons grow into a multitude; or, which is more exactly 
-anſwerable to the original, let them multiply abundantly, even 
« like the fiber of the ocean, Gen, xlvili. 16, 3 te 
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them from being toſſed to and fro, b 
agitation of the + Firs þ cy . 

We ice from this, and numberleſs other inſtances 
what a diverſity there is in the operations of the great 
CREATOR's hand. Yet ev alteration is an 
improvement, and each new 2 A peculiar fitneſs 
of its own.—The fame ceconomy takes place, ſucha dit. 
terence of adminiſtration I mean; in his government 
of the rational world. In „ chuſing an heritage for 
his people,“ and aſſigning a condition to each of his 
ſervants, there is a great variety with reſpec to indi. 
viduals ; yet a perfect uniformity, and complete har- 
mony, with reſpect to the whole.—Some he calls out 
to a courſe of diftinguiſhed labours. They make an 
illuſtrious figure in life, and appear as a city ſet en an 
hill * / Others he conſigns over to obſcurity. 'They 
are like the prophets, whom good Obadiah hid in 4 
cave, and are ſtyled his ſecret ones F. Thoſe, the ce- 
dars, which ſtand conſpicuous on the top of Lebanon : 
theſe, the violets, which lie concealed at the foot of 
a brier. I 

St Paul was eminently qualified for buſy ſcenes, and 
the moiſt extenſive ſervices. He is introduced, there. 
fore, into places of concourſe. His miniſtry lies a- 
midſt the moſt renowned and popubous cities. Even 
his impriſonment at Rome ſeems to have been a provi- 
dential expedient for fixing him, as it were, on the 
ſtage of public obſervation, and in the very centre of 
univerſal intelligence. Where his preaching was like 
plunging a ſtone into the midit of a ſmooth canal; 
which affects not only the neighbouring parts of the 


ſurface, but ſpreads the floating circles over all the 


wide expanſe. —Whereas, the beloved Fohn, being 
leſs fitted to buſtle among a croud, is ſent into the 
unfrequented /o/ztary iſland; there to indulge the flights 
of heavenly contemphtion ; and receive, with unin- 
terrupted attention, the myſterious viſions of GO 
— Fob ſhalt have thorns 1n his path ; have the dung- 
hill for his ſeat ; and be expoſed, as a mark, to all the 
arrows of tribulation. Solamon ſhall dip his foot in 
oil; ſhall be elevated on the throne of royalty; and 
ſurrounded with the moſt laviſh careſſes of heaven. 

In all this ſeeming, this more than ſeeming contra- 
riety, there is a diſplay, not only of ſovereign autho- 
rity, but of conſummate propriety.— The great HEAD 
of the church, acts like a judicious general ; and ap- 
points fuch a ſtation to each of his ſoldiers, as corre- 
ſponds with the ability he gives. He acts like the 
moſt ſkilful phyfcran ; and preſcribes ſuch a remedy 
for all his patients, as is moſt nicely ſuited to their re- 
ſpective caſes. He knows the preciſe point of time, 
the particular place of abode, the peculiar circumſtan- 
ces of condition, which are moſt proper for each and 
every of his children; and like a tender as well as un- 
erring father ; what he knows to be beſt, that he con- 
ſtantly allots.—I ſaid, like a general, like a phyſician, 
like a father. But the compariſon is low; the lan- 
guage is inexpreſſive; CHRIST is all that is implied 
in theſe relations, and unſpeakably more.—O ! that we 
may rejoice in the ſuperintendency of ſuch a SAVI- 
OUR; and not only reſign ourſelves to his will, but 
thank him for managing the helm; than him for 
ſteering our courſe, through the changes of time, and 
the uncertainties of futurity. Since, whatever our 
froward and petulant paſſions may ſuggeſt, the LORD's 
ways are ſo far from being unequal, that they have all 
poſſible fitneſs and propriety; they are odered © in 
« number, weight, and meaſure.” 


All is fo very different from the proſpects, which 
lately preſented themſelves, that I can hardly forbear 
aſking, Whether I am not tranſlated into a new world? 
— Where are the waving hillocks, covered with the 
CREATOR's bounty? where are the fruitful val- 


„Matth. v. 14. + Pſal. lxxxiii, 3. 
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leys, made 


in . 
m one of my late entertainments remain, but 


| ly the cooling zephyrs. Which. are no longer per- 


vocal with his praiſe? No cultured field, 
bloſſom, not ſo much as a green leaf ap- 


:th the breath of flowers, but impregnated 
den che Kue of the ocean. Vet, though all thoſe 
air landſcapes are withdrawn; though the gur- 
150 " fountain is filenced, and the blooming garden 
Fa) am not far from the origin, both of the odours 
Thich exhale from the one, and of the cryſtal which 
by — from the other. I am now upon the margin of 
_ -and reſervoir, which ſupplies the country with 
15 fortility, and the parterre with its beauty.—The 
102 is the inexhauſtible ciſtern of the univerſe. The 
a and ſun conſtitute the mighty engine, which works, 

*+hout intermiſſion, to raiſe the liquid treaſure, 
While the clouds ſerve as ſo many aquedutts, to con- 
vey the genial ſtores along the atmoſphere; and dif- 
tribute them at ſeaſonable periods, and in regular pro- 

ortions, through all the regions of the globe. 

l queſtion, whether the united application of man- 
kind could, with their utmoſt ſkill, and with all poſ- 
ſible percolations, fetch a ſingle drop of e rt 
water * from this unmeaſurable pit of brine. Yet the 
action of the ſolar heat draws off, every hour, every 
minute, millions and millions of tons, in vaporous 
exhalations : which, being ſkilfully parcelled out, and 
ſecurely lodged in the bottles of heaven f, are ſent a- 
broad, ſweetened, and refined, without any brackiſh 
tincture, or the leaſt bituminous ſediment :—ſent* a- 
broad upon the wings of the wind, to di in dews, 
or pour themſelves in rain; to 092ze from the orifices of 
fountains f; to trickle along the veins of rivulets ; to 
riſe in the cavities of wells; to roll, in many a head- 
long torrent, from the ſides of mountains; to flow, 
in copious ſtreams, amidſt the boſom of burning de- 
ſerts, and through the heart of populous Kingdoms ; 
in order to refreſh and ge ron to beautify and en- 
rich, every ſoil, in every clime. PAY 

How 7 — is the ne and how amazing is 


the power, of the world's adorable MAKER Ho 


amiable his goodneſs ! in diſtributing ſo largely, what 
is ſo abſolutely neceſſary, and ſo extenſively benefi- 
cial! That water, without which we can ſcarce pet- 
form any buſineſs, or enjoy any coinfort, ſhould be 
every one's property; ſhould ſpring up from the ſoil; 
{hould drop down from the clouds; ſhould ſtream by 
our houſes ; ſhould take a journey, from the ends of 
the earth, and the extremities of the ocean, on pur- 
poſe to ſerve us. How amazing his power / that this 
houndleſs maſs of fluid ſalt, fo intolerably nauſeous to 
the human taſte, ſhould be the original ſpring, which 
deals out every palatable draught to mankind, and 


quenches the thirſt of every animal! Doubtleſs, the 


power by which thts is effected, can extract comfort 


* I have not forgotten, what was lately affirmed in our 
public papers, that a certain ingenious gentleman, I think in 
the city of Durham, had foun out the art of ſweetenin ſea- 
water. What he produced, might probably approve itſelf to 
the taſte, and not be withhut its uſefulneſs. Yet I cannot but 
query, whether it will be found to have all thoſe fine, balmy, 
ſalutiferous qualities which di:: inguiſh and recommend the rain- 
Vater which has been exhaled by the kindly warmth of the fun ; 
has been fltrated by paſſing and repaſſing through the regions 
of che air; has been clarified in the higheſt and pureſt tracts of 
the atmoſphere ; has been further refined and perfected by the 


lcarching agency of the windg,—I ſhould very much wonder, 
if the puny alembec could equal this grand apparatus of na- 


lure, 


So che clouds are elegantly ſtyled in ſacred writ, Jeb xxxvili. 
37.7 64 | t 

We are obliged to Clemens Romanus, for the moſt juſt and 
fleyant repreſentation of fountains and their uſefulneſs, that per- 


ps any where exiſts. Atxvas. ri TW you Tpog aroAguoy g vſiticy InjeruphySuoet, 


tya Axe Taps xovlay Toe voc four avIporog ie, 1 epiſt. ad Corinth. 
He calls fountains, the breaſts or teats of the earth. 'The com- 
pariſon, I believe, is his own; and nothing can exceed it, as 
o propriety and beauty. 5 
No XIII. 
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from our afflictions, advantage from our calamities, 
and make all things work together for dur good &. 


Vaſt and various are the advantages 4, which we re- 
ceive from the liquid element; vaſt, as its unbound- 
ed extent; various, as its ever · mutable ſurface. The 
ſweet waters glide along the earth, in ſpacious cur- 
rents; which not only exhilarate the adjacent country, 
by their humid train, and exhaling moiſture; but, by 
giving a briſk impulſe to the air, prevent the unwhole- 
tome ſtagnation of their own vapours.—They paſs by 
opulent cities, and receiving all their filth, rid them 
of a thouſand nuiſances : which, when once commit- 
ted to theſe fuid ſcavengers, are as effectually ſecreted, 
as if they were buried ever ſo deep in the earth.—Yet, 
though they condeſcend to ſo mean an employ, they 
are fitted for more honoutable ſervices. They enter 
the gardens of a prince, and compoſe ſome of the moſt 
delightful ornaments of the place. They glitter upon 
the eye, as they float in the ample canal. They amuſe 
the imagination, as they aſcend in curious jet d'eaus: 
They yield a nobler entertainment, as, forming them- 
ſelves into ſheets of floping ſilver, they fall in grace- 
ful or in grand caſcades.—lt, inſtead of beautifiers, we 
think proper to make uſe of tliem as drudges, they ply 
at our mills ; they toil inceſſantly at the wheel; and, 
by working the hugeſt engines, take upon themſelves 
an unknown ſhare of our fatigue, and fave us a pro- 
portionable degree of expence. | | 

So forcibly they act, when collected; and moſt ſur- 


priſingly they inſinuate, when detached. They throw 


themſelves into the body of a plant; they penetrate 
the minuteſt of its organized tubes; and find a paſſage 
through meanders, co /mall for the eye to diſcern, 100 
numerous and intricate even for imagination to follow. 
How diflicultly does a labourer that ſerves the ma- 
ſon, puſh his way up the rounds of a ladder, bending 
under the burden of mortar on his head! while thels 
ſervants in the employ of nature, carry their load to 
a much greater height ; and climb with the utmoſt 
eaſe, even without the aſſiſtance of ſteps or of ſtairs. 
They convey the nutrimental ſtores of vegetation, from 
the /oweſt fibres that are plunged into the ſoil, to the 
very topmoſt twigs that wave amidſt the clouds. They 
are the caterers for the vegetable world; or (if I may 
be allowed the expreſſion) the ſutlers, which attend 
the whole hoſt of plants, to furniſh them with ſeaſon- 
able refreſhment, and neceſſary proviſion. By means 
of which, the trees of the LO R 5 

the cedars of Lebanon which HE hath planted f; And, 


notwithitanding their vaſt elevation, and prodigious 


diffuſion ; though they are abandoned by man, and 

deprived of all cultivation ; yet not a fingle branch is 

deſtitute of leaves, nor a ſingle leaf of moiſture. 
Beſides the ſalutary, cleanly, and ſerviceable circu- 


lation of the rivers ; the ſea has a libration, no leſs ad- 


vantageous, and much more remarkable. Every day, 
this immenſe collection of waters, for the ſpace of five 
or {ix hours, flows towards the land; and, after a 


ſhort pauſe, retires again to its inmoſt caverns ; taking 


up nearly the ſame time in its retreat, as it requir 


for its acceſs. How great is the power, which ſets the 
whole fluid world in motion! which ptotrudes to the 


ſhores ſuch an inconceivable weight of waters, with- 


out any concurrence-from the winds, frequently in di- 


rect oppoſition to all their force! How gracious alſo is 
the Providence, which bids the mighty element per- 


form its tumbling revolutions, with the moſt exact 


punctuality ! Was it ſuffered to advance with a lawleſs 


* Rom. viii. 28, 


+ The high value which mankind ſet upon this clement, and 
the many benefits they receive from its miniſtration, both theſe 


particulars are very ſtrongly expreſſed by the Hebrews : who 


call a pool or reſervoir of water 7; which denotes, in 


its primary ſignification, a bing, Cant. vii. 4, If. vil. 3. 


1 Pſal. eiv. 16. 
4G 


are full of ſap, even 


| 
| 
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and unlimited ſwell, it might ſweep over kingdoms, 

and deluge whole continents. Was it irregular and 

uncertain in its approaches, navigation would be at a 

ſtand, and trade become precarious,—But, being con- 

ſtant at its ſtated periods, and never exceeding its ap- 
inted bounds, it creates no alarm to the cauntry, and 
ffords very conſiderable aids to traffic. 

The tide, at its fow, ruſhing up our large rivers, 

clears and deepens the paſſage ; in many places ſpreads 
1 copious flood, where a dry and _ waſte lay be- 
fore.—ls the ſailor returned from his voyage, and 
waiting at tue mouth of the channel? The fux is ready 
to convey his veſlel to the very doors of the owner ; 
and without any hazard of ſtriking on the rocks, ar 
being faſtened in the ſands. —Has the merchant freight- 
ed his ſhip? would he have it transferred to the o- 
cean ? The reflux tenders its ſervice; and bears away 
the load, with the utmoſt expeditian, and with equal 
ſatety.—Behold, O man! how greatly thou art belo- 
ved, how highly favoured by thy MAKER! In what 
part of his works has he forgotten or overlooked thy 
welfare? Shew me a creature, point out a ſpot, in 
the formation or diſpoſition of which, he has not been 
mindful of thy intereſts? He has made thee to have do- 
minion over the works of his hands, and has put all things 
in ſubjection under thy feet. All ſheep and oxen ; the 
fowls of the air, and the fiſhes ; yea, and the ſurges of 
. the ſea , are ſubſervient to thy benefit. Even theſe, 
wild and impetuous as they are, yield their willing 
backs, to receive thy load ; and, like an indefatigable 
beaſt of burden, carry it to the place which thou thalt 
nominate. | | 

What preſerves this vaſt flood in a ſtate of perpe- 
tual purity? It is the univerſal ſewers, into which are 
diſcharged the refuſe and filth of the whole. world, 
That which would defile the land, and pollute the air, 
is tranſmitted to the ocean, and neither nuſchief nor 
inconvenience enſue. — Thoſe ſwarms of locuſts, — 
which, while living, were a plague to Pharavh, by 
their loathed intruſion; and when dead, might have 
cauſed a more dreadful plague, by their naiſome 
ſtench ;—ſwept into the ſea, were neither peſtilential, 
nor offenſive. How then is this receptacle of every 
nuiſance kept clean? Why does it not contract a no- 
xious taint, and diffuſe a deſtructive contagion ? ſuch 
as would render it a grave to the aquatic, and bane to 
the terreſtrial animals ?—Tis owing, partly to its in- 
ceſſant motion, F to its ſaline quality. By the 
one, it is ſecured from any internal principle of cor- 
ruption ; by the other, it works itſelf clear from every 

adventitious defilement, _ 

A directory this, and a pattern for me Thus may 
divine grace, like the penetrating power of ſalt, cure 
the depravity of my heart, and rectify the diforders 
of my temper! ſeaſon my words, and make all my 
converfation favoury '—Thus may a continual courſe 
of activity, in my ſecular and my ſacred vocation, pre- 
vent the pernicious effects of indolence ! Let me daily 
exerciſe, or be attempting to exerciſe, the graces of 
Chriſtianity, leſt faith become feeble ; leſt hope con- 
tract dimneſs ; and charity wax cold. | 

Now the tide begins to flow. Waye riſes upon 
Wave, and billow rolls over billow. Nothing can di- 
vert, nothing retard its progreſs ; no, not for a mo- 
ment. Though Canutus be 


* Pfal. viii. 6. 7. 8. 


-+ Alluding to a memorable and inftruftive ſtory; recorded 
of King Ganutus : who, probably without having read, had 
nevertheleſs thoroughly learned, that excellent leſſon of Harace; 


Regum timendorum in proprios greges, 
Reges in ipſos imperium eft Jovis. 


1 . N f 21 
Some of his abject and deſigning flatterers had the impious 
| * to tell him, “ his power was more than human. — 
| convince them of their folly, and rebuke them for their 
falfehood, he ordered his chair of ſtate to be placed on the ex- 
trethity of the ſhore, juſt as the tide began to flow, Here he 

1 . N g . | | 
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in the way t; though his 
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royal authority, and ſtrict prohibitian, A. 
the forces of lus Kin P Nay, thongh all 


dom oppoſe ; it will r f 
tinue the advancing twell, ent it has reached the deli a 
or Ip4 may I always abound in communion with 
OD, or in beneſicence to men; reſigning one reli 
gious or charitable employ, only to enter upon an : 
cher; and be %u prefling forward, „ill preſſin "xd 
ward to the prize of my high calling in CH RY 87 
FESUS;—differing from thoſe regular viciſſitudes 
of the ocean, only in one particular; that my endea- 
vours never ebb, my ſaul never draws back, Since 
this would be, if temporary, to my grievous lok : if 
final, to my aggravatcd perdition. f 


Conſider the fea in another capacity, and it connec. 
the remoteſt realms of the univerſe, hy facilitatin 
an intercourſe between their reſpective inhabitants? 
What ſliort-ſighted beings are mankind! how ex. 
tremely ſuperſicial their views! how unavoidable 
therefore their frequent miſtakes | The ancients look. 
ed upon this bottomleſs deep, as an unpaſſable & gulf, 
If our forefathers were ſo egregiouſly miſtaken in this 
inſtance ; let us not too 3 Pronounce up- 
on any diſlicult or myſterious point; leſt ſucceeding 
generations, or a more enlightened ſtate, ſhould cover 
us with the double confuſion of childiſb ignarance, 
and ſooliſß conceit. 

We have clearly demonſtrated, and happily expe- 
rienced, the very reverſe of that grey-headed ſurmiſe 
to he true, The ocean, inſtead of being a bar of ſe- 
paration, is the great bond of union. For this pur- 
pole, it is never exhauſted, though it ſupplies the 
whole firmament with clouds, and the whole earth 
with rains; nor ever overflows, though all the rivers 
in the univerſe are perpetually augmenting its ſtores, 
and pouring in their tributary floods.—By means of 
this element, we travel farther, than birds of the 
ſtrongeſt pinion fly; and diſcover tracts, which the 
vulture's eye has never ſeen f. We make a viſit to na- 
tions, that lie drowned in their midnight-ſlumbers, 
when every induſtrious perſon on this part of the 

lobe, is beſtirring himſelt in all the h of buſineſs, 

e cultivate an acquaintance with the ſun-burnt Ne. 

ro, and the ſhivering Icelander. We croſs the fhming 
ine, we penetrate the frozen pole, and wing our way 
even round the world. 1 | 

This is the great vehicle of commerce. Not to men- 
tion the floating caſtles, which contain whole armies ; 
which bear the thunder, the fiery tempeſts, and all 
the dreadful artillery of war; what a multitude of 
ſhips, of the largeſt dimenſions, and molt prodigious 
burden, are continually ng and repaſſing this uni- 
verſal thoroughfare | ſhips, that are freighted, not 
with ſacks, but with harveſts of corn ; that carry not, 
pipes, but vintages of wine ; that are laden, not with 
bars of iron, blocks of marble, or wedges of gold, 
but with whole quarries of maſſy ſtone, and whole 
mines of ponderous metal. All which, lodged in 


took his ſcat, in the preſence of the paraſites, and many o- 
ther attendants. Then, with all that dignity of air, and ſeverity 
of accent, which ſoyereign authority knows how to aflume, 
he ſaid,,—'* Thou ſea, the land on which I fit is mine; nor 
has any one dared to invade my rights, or diſobey my com · 
* mands, without ſuffering the deſerved. puniſhment. I charge 
* thee, therefore, on pain of my higheſt diſpleaſure, »not to 
1 re JR texritaries, nor tauch the feet of England's mo- 
„ narch.” Bhs | | * 
When the rude waves made bbld to enter on the forbidden 
ground; nay, when thoſe uncourtly things preſumed to ruſh 
upon the royal ſcat, and even to daſh his Majeſty's perſon; 
he ſtarted from his throne, and bid every beholder obſerve 
the impatence of earthly kings; bid them remember, that HE 


alone is worthy of the name, whom winds, and waves, and 
univexſal nature obey. _ 4 1 _ 
Prudens aceano diſſaciabili | 
Terrg3. - 2 Hong. 
. Xxvili.\7. Log 4 1 
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le fore houſes, and actuated by the breath of 
þ 22 Aden — the very ends of the earth; 
re enormous and unwieldy as they are, mare 
FO \editioully than the light berlin bowls along the 
mm . almoſt as ſpeedily, as the nimble-ftooted roe 

wand over-the hills &. OLE aa 
Aſtoniſling ordination of eternal wiſdom ! yet maſt 
iciouſly contrived for the benefit of mankind: I 
in hardly ſatisfy my view, in beholding this rolling 
chaos 3 can never ceaſe my admiration, in contem- 
e its amazing properties: That an element, 10 
unſtable and fugitive, ſhould bear up ſuch an immenſe 
weight, as would bend the firmelt floors, or burſt the 
ſtrongeſt beams — That the thin and yielding air thould 
drive on, with fo much facility and ſpeed, bodies of 
ſuch exceſſive bulk, as the ſtrength of a legion would 
be unable to move — That the air and the water, act- 
ing in conjunction, ſhould carry to the diſtance of 
many thouſand miles, what the united force of men 
and machines could ſcarcely drag a ſingle yard. - Pu- 
ny and deſpicable are our attempts ; but great and 
marvellous are thy works, O LORD GO almigh- 
| If thou æoilt work, ſays the prophet, 20% or what 
Hall let it ? Neither the meanneſs of the inſtrument, 
nor the greatneſs of the event. A ſling and a ſtone 
ſhall lay the gigantic bravo in the duſt J. An ox- 
goad {hall do more execution than a battery of can- 
non ||. Even a worin ſhall threſh the mountains, and 
beat them ſmall, and make the hulls as chaff 1. GOD 
ALL-SUFFICIENT is his name, and out of 
weakneſs he maketh his ſtrength perfe&t.—O ! that 
we, my dear Aſpaſio, that | eſpecially, may be ſtrong 
inthe LORD, and in the power of his mizht! Then, 
as the light air is made to act with a more forcible im- 
pulſe, than the moſt vigorous engines; as the fluid 
water is made to ſuſtain more ponderous loads, than 
the moſt ſubſtantial works of maſonry ; ſo we, who 
in ourſelves are nothing but impetence, ſhall be enabled 
to triumph over the _ of hell, and tread down 
all the temptations of the world, | 
How are the mariners conducted through this ud 
common, than which nothing is more wile, and nothing 
more wild? Here is no tract to be followed; no poſts 
of direction to be confulted ; nor any ſhepherd's hut, 
where the wandering traveller may aſk his way. Are 
they guided by a pillar of fire in the night, or a move- 
able cloud in the day? as the ſons of Jacob and Jeſeph 
were eſcorted through the eaſtern deſerts, No; but 
by a mean, contemptible, and otherwiſe worthleſs 


LE T- IX. 


theſe 


foul. -The r mentions it, as a very ob- 


ſervable fact, that ſhips, which ars ſo great, and 
driven of fierce winds, yet are turned about with a very 
fmall helm, wwhi#herſvever the governor liſteth++. Is it not 
equally wonderful, that uy fhould be led through 
ſuch a pathleſs and unmeaſurable waſte, by ſo ſmall 
an expedient, as the intervention of the load/lone = ? 
—Till this ſurpriſing mineral was diſcovered, and its 
properties were improved, navigation lay in its cradle; 
was, at beſt, a mere infant, that crept timoroutly a- 
long the coaſts ; was obliged tq keep within fight of 
the ſhores; and, if driven out beyond the narraw 
ſphere of her land · marks, could neither aſcertain. her 


A ſhip, under a briſk and ſteady gale, will fail at the rate. 
of 216 miles in 24 hours; perſevering, if the wind continues 
fwourable, in the fame ray career, 2 ſeveral days together: 
A courſe, which, confidering both, its /wiſtne/s 
cannot be equalled by the ableſt horſe, 
nimbleſt creature that treads. the ground. 

If, xliii. 1 -7 1 Sam. xvii. 50. f Judg, iii. 31. 
+ H. xli. 14. 15. Jam. ii. 4. 

= I am aware, that other expedients are uſed for ſhaping a 
Proper courſe on the ocean; ſuck as making obſervationa from. 
the ſun by mathemarical inſtruments,. But theſe, I believe, are 
only ſubordinate aids to the needle. The. grand regulator. is 
the magnet. 1 have heard. an experienced ſailor deelare, he 
mo rather be without his quadrant, than without his com- 


and durat ion, 


perhags not by the 


T 0 


aut feeling that fervent heat, which im 


| of cbocolate, 
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ſituation, nor purſue her voyage. But this guide,. 
when every beacon on the top of the hills is vaniſhed 
from the acuteſt ken; where nothing but ſkies are 
ſeen above, and ſeas alone appear below ;=this guide 
points out the proper paſſage. This communicates an 
intelligence, which ſhines clear in the thickeſt dark- 
neſs, and remains ſteady in the moſt tempeſtuous a- 
gitations. This has given, not indeed birth, but ma- 
turity to navigation; and turned her fwaddling-bands 
into wings. This has emboldened her to launch into 
the heart of the ocean, and enabled her to range from 
pole to pole. ; "EY EG 44; 

Thus does G OD, both in the operations of nature, 
and the adminiſtrations of providence, accompliſh 
the moſt important ends by the moſt inconſiderable 
means.-When the formidable S:/era is to be cut off, 
the blow ſhall be given, not by ſome puiffant cham- 
pion, but by the hand of a woman x. When Jericho 
is to be demoliſhed, thoſe impregnable fortifications 
ſhall fall, not beneath the ſtroke of battering engines, 
but before the ſound of rams horns 4.—When a hun- 
dred thouſand Midianites are to be routed, the LORD 
of hoſts will gain this ſignal victory, not by numerous 
legions completely armed, but by a handful of 1/rael- 
ztes, accoutred only with trumpets, lamps, and pitch- 
ers . Who wauld have thought, that from the root. 
of Feſſe, a root out of a dry ground, ſhould ariſe 
that great tree, which /iretches her boughs unto the ſea, 
and her height unto the heavens, and her branches unta 


the ends of the earth? That the deſpiſed Galilean and 


the carpenter's ſon ſhould be the SAVIOUR of the 
world, and the HEIR of all things? Nay, that a 
perſon humbled like the meaneſt of flaves, and exe- 
cuted like the vileſt of malefactors; nailed to a croſs; 
and laid proſtrate among the dead; that HE ſhoul 

reſtore lite and — to ruined ſinners; ſhould 
open the gates of grace and glory on loſt mankind ? 
That a few literate creatures taken from the barge, 
the oar, and the net, ſhould contute philoſophers, 
and convert kings; ſhould overthrow the ſtrong holds 
of idolatry, and plant Chriſtianity on its ruins — This 
is a circumſtance, which, though a ſtumbling-black 
to ſome people, has conſiderably ſtrengthened my 
faith. It is perfectly agreeable to the ALMIGHTY'S 
manner. It is (if I may ſo ſpeak) the diſtinguiſhing 
turn of his hand, and the peculiar /yle of his works. 
Whence does he raiſe the charmingly-beauteous flow- 
er? whence the magnificent myriads of the foreſt- 
oaks ? whence the boundleſs and ineſtimable ſtores of 
the harveſt? From principles which bear not the leaſt 
proportion to their effects. Beſides, this maſt emphati- 
cally ſpeaks THE GOD. lt fhews the lighting down, 
of his glorious arm || ; and abſolutely precludes all the 
pretenſions of human arrogance, or finite power, It 
appropriates the hanour to that ſupreme AGENT, 
before whom the ea/y and the ardyors are both alike. 
All men that fee it muſt confeſs, THIS HATH GOD 
DON E. | 


Through this channel, are imported to our ifland 
the choice productions, and the peculiar treaſures, of 
every nation under heaven. 80 that we can break- 
faſt upon a diſſolution of the Anerican kernel +; and 


ſee the rich nutrimental wy froth in our cups, 
e foamin 


without ever tempting th brine, We cath 
ſteep the delicately-flavoured Chine/oleat, in the waters 
of gur own well; or ſpend the afternoon in our on 
— and be regaled with an infuſion of the finely-- 
bowl with the juices of the arange, or refreſi ow 
clammy palate with the pulp of the tamarind ; with- 
ſack a 
g thoſs 
„ Judg, iv. 9. + Joſh. vi. 3. 1 Iudg. vii. 19. | H. xxx. 30. 

+4 Gase Fx BR. which. rk le — ingredient. . 
and grows on a ſmall tree in Neri; _. 


poignant. reliſh to the farmer 3 without. 


| 
t 
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ſcorching beams, which gave a fever - cooling virtue to 
the latter. We can pile upon our falvers a pyramid 
of Italian figs; fill the interſtices with the y-dried 
raiſins of Malaga; and form a ſummit tor the invi- 
ting ſtructure, with the pr/tacia nut of Aleppo.—By 
this means, the eaſtern ſpices exhale their odours on 
our tables; and the weſtern canes transfuſe their 
ſweetneſs into our viands. We clothe our bodies 
with the vegetable fleeces * of the ſouth, and line our 
apparel with warm furry ſpoils from the north. We 
can wear the pearl poliſhed in the abyſſes of the Per- 
ſian gulf; and walk on the carpets, manufactured in 
the dominions of the Great Mogul ; yet neither expoſe 
ourſelves to the rage of boiſterous ſeas, nor the more 
dreaded treachery of barbarons people.—In ſhort, by 


this grand and beneficial expedient of navigation, 


every tide conveys into our ports the wealth of the 
remòteſt climes, and brings the abundance of the 
univerſe to be unladen on our quays. London becomes 
a mart of nations; and almoſt every private houſe in 
the kingdom, is embelliſhed or accommodated from 
the four quarters of the globe. 

Almoſt every private houſe — Is not this more like 
rhetorical flouriſh, than real truth? Are not all the 
advantages I have mentioned, the peculiar portion of 
the rich? Is not the ſea, like high life and the gay 
world, ſomewhat caprictous and partial? beſtowing la- 
viſhly her favours on the wealthy, at the ſame time 
that the neglects the needy ?—Quite the reverſe. Like 
her moſt exalted yet moſt condeſcending CREATOR, 
the is no reſpecter of perſons. She deals out her li- 
beralities to all; to the wealthy, ſuch as are ſuitable 
to thcir circumſtances; to the indigent, ſuch as are 
beſt adapted to their condition. If ſhe ornaments the 
abodes of the firſt, ſhe employs the hands of the laſt; 
furniſhes theſe with uſeful labour, thoſe with elegant 
accommodations, What a multitude of induſtrious 
people acquire a kveliheod, by preparing the commo- 
dities intended for exportation] and what a multitude 
of dextrous artificers maintain their families, by ma- 
nufacturing the wares imported from abroad! 

It 1s * a valuable ſpecies of beneficence to 
provide proper work for the poor. This withdraws 
them from many temptations, and preſerves them from 
much wickedneſs. It hinders them from being a 
burden to themſelves, and a nuiſance to the public. 
They might otherwiſe be ide, and as vermin on the 


body politic; or even mutinous, and as vipers in the 
bowels of the nation. Whereas, by exerting them- 


ſelves in a due ſubordination, and with becoming di- 
hgence, they are the very finews of the community; 
or like the grand wheel in the machine of ſtate, whoſe 
inceſſant activity diſtributes plenty, and pours innu- 
merable conveniencies through the whole.—What a 
maſter then, or rather what a miſtreſs, is the ſea! how 
extenſive her correſpondence, and how large her de- 
mand for workmen! Into what branch of trade does 
ſhe not enter? What kind of ingenious ſcience, or 
uſeful toil, does ſhe not befriend? How many mil- 
ſions of honeſt but needy perſons are engaged in her 
ſervice? And how amply are they repaid for their 
pains They that go down to the ſea in hips, and occupy 
their buſineſs in great waters, theſe men ſee the works of 
the LORD, and his wonders in the deep. They allo 


that dwell among their own people, and abide in the 


villages, even they enjoy the bounty, and ſhare the 
advantages of the ocean. For, though it is falſe phi- 


loſophy, to ſuppoſe the waters themſelves ſtrained 


through ſubterranean paſſages, intothe inland countries; 
yet it is an undeniable truth, that their beneficial effects 


- * Cotton, which is a ſort of wool; encompaſſing the ſeed of 
a tree, Ats fruit is of ao oval form, about the ſize of a nut. 


As it ripens, it grows black on the outſide ;. and, by the heat 


of che ſon, opens in ſeveral. places, diſcovering the cotton 
through the clefts, which is of an admirable whiteneſs, See 
— )))“ , ĩͤ tbe 8 
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are transfafed into every town, every hamlet 4 
every cottage. toy: 
Surely, the inhabitants of our ifle have 
turn the prediction of Ms/es, concernin 
Feſeph, into a devout and grateful acknowledgment | 
Bleſſed of the LORD is * our land. Bleſſed with |, 
precious things of heaven, with the dew, and with, th 
deep that comeheth beneath. With the precious thi; * 
brought forth by the ſun, and with the precious things thr 1 
forth by the moon. With the ehief things of the an, 
mountains, and with the precious things of the everla ; * 
hills and with the precious things f the earth, and 1 
Fulneſs thereof f. — May we alſo enjoy the geod-will 2 
HIM, who dwelt in the buſh 4, and the grace of IN. 
who hung on the tree! May the eternal G O D be out 
refuge, and his everlaſting. arms underneath both us 
and our intereſts! — Happy then wilt thon be, thrice 
happy, O England! Thy temporal advantages, and 1; 
ſpiritual privileges conſidered, it may trely be ſaid, 
Who, or what nation, 7s lite unte thee ? ; 


reaſon to 
8 the tribe of 


This for my country; now let me wiſh for myſelf - 
* 


GOD of all worlds! feurce and ſupreme of things ! 
From whom all life, from whom x rt Betas; | 
Intenſe O] tet me for thy glory burn, 


| Nor fruitleſs view my days and months return. 
Give me with wonder at thy works to glow, 


To graſp thy viſion, and thy trathis to know : 
O'er time's tempeſtucus ſea to reach thy ſhore, 
Aud live, and ſing, where time ſhall be no more. 


You ice, Aſpaſio, I have been ſtudying the volume 
of nature; endeavouring to read its capital character; 
and learn ſome of its initructive leſſons. The ſea ha; 
been the page ; but how ſuperficial is my peruſal, and 
no leſs ſcanty my knowledge. Little, very little have 
I ſeen or conceived, relating to thoſe works. of won- 
der, which the vaſt unfathomable deep contains || ;—- 
the plants it produces, and the creatures it nouriſhes; 


Is, (fo I would tranſlate the original), not he; in the pre- 
diftive, not precatory form. This implies a fulneſs of faith, 
and diſtinguiſhes prophecy' from prayer ; beſt ſuits the extra- 
ordinary illumination of Moſes ; and does moſt honour to the 
omniſcicnt SPIRIT. 

+ Deut..xxxiii, 13. 14. 15. 16. Here ſeems to be an exact 
ſummary, and a poetical deſcription. of the riches of nature. 
—The precious things of heaven; or rain, which deſcends from 
the upper ; and dew, which is formed in the lower, regions of 
the firmament.— The deep that coucheth beneath; ſeas, rivers, 
fountains, wells, which lie in the boſom of the ſoil; and are 
fources of fertility and plenty.-—The precious things brought 
farth by the ſun, muſt certainly denote the herbs, plants, trecs,. 
and all manner of vegetables, with their reſpective fruits. Ve 
precious things thruſt forth by the meon, may probably refer to 
the mineral kingdoms ; in. the formation of which, that ruler 
of the night may have a. conſiderable influence. The moon 
is confeſſedly the parent of tides; and may put in motion 
thoſe bituminous and faline fluids, which, circulating through 
the pores of the earth, and fixing in beds of homogeneous 
matter, are ſuppoſed to» commence- minerals.— As our ſacred 
philoſopher has already ſpecified the vegetable tribes, and (if! 
miſtake not) the beds of Sills, the principal things of the moun- 
tains and hills, ſhould ſignify the ſheep, goats, and other va- 
luable animals, which feed upon thoſe vaſt declivities. Then, 
the precious things of the earth, may expreſs thoſe. herds of 
larger cattſe, which have their paſturage in the plains, valleys, 
and lower grounds. A ſenſe, which xceommends itſelf from 
this conlideration, that the wealth of the ancients conſiſted. 
chiefly in cattle.— The fulneſs thereof, may be. a: kind. of reca- 
pitulation: a comprehenſive term, including the whole pro- 
duce of the terraqueous globe; the magnificent. bbenality of 
FEHOVAH to his people. | 

3 Deut. xxxiii. 16. 

|| Should the reader deſire to ſee this ſubje& more largely 
opened, and. more fully improved, I. would refer him to Can- 
femplations on the ocean, lately publiſhed by my ingenious and 
pious friend Mr Pearſall. In which, a refined fancy and a de- 
licate philoſophy, compoſe a chaplet for evangelical divinity :. 
uniting ſome of their beautiful and fragrant flowers, to adorn 
the goſpel of G OD our SAVIOUR,—tw quicken. and re- 
freſh rhe” ſpirits of his people, —to invite and wia the hearts 
of the diſobedient. | | 


\ 


dons rocks, and ſubterranean caves ;—the 


if pearl, which are its native growth; and the 


loads of gold, which it has gained by ſhipwreck.—85 
4 


ſuperficial are my views of CHRIST ; fo ſcanty is my 
hwaintance with the goſpel. 

You, I preſume, are ſitting at the feet of that ſubs 
ne TEACHER; and attending to the dictates of 
" 7 $ mouth, in whom are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom 
* tnowledge . Let me promiſe myſelf a communi- 
L tion of your thoughts, as I have freely tranſmitted a 
7 cimen of mine. And I will make no ſcruple to ac- 
knowledge the ſuperiority of the exchange; that I 


eve 
receiv Kpurra xe, xxloubot kv, 


Or, as the cloquent Iſaiab ſpeaks; For braſs you wil} 
® Col. ii. 3. 
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bring gold, and for iron you will bring filver * ; ren- 
dering me, by this intercourſe, your more obliged, 


though it is ſcarce poſſible for me to be more than [I 
already am, 


Tour affectionate, 
| THERON. 


P. S. Monſieur Paſchal, who was remarkably fond 
of brevity, makes an odd excuſe for mire par on 2 
particular occaſion, his favourite rule. He entreats his 
friend to pardon the unuſuallengthof his epiſtle, by aſſu- 
ring him, that he had not time to make it ſborter.—Icannot, 
it muſt be confeſſed, adopt this philoſopher's apology. 
For | have purpoſely lengthened my letter, with a 


view of ſetting, in this one circumſtance, a pattern for 


my Aſpaſio. 


x, is, if, 
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Dear THERON, 


Thank you for your letter, becauſe it entertains and 
improves me: I thank you for your poſtſcript, be- 
cauſe it is my encouragement and my apology.—l am 
ſet down to write, with a copious ſtock of materials. 
It will be far more difficult to contract, than to en- 
lurge. 1 muſt therefore acknowledge myſelf obliged 
to your candour, for aſſigning me the eafter talk. — 
That prolixity, which, in others, might be ungenteel 
and faulty, is, in me, an act of complaiſance, and 
matter of duty. ; 

Though abſent from you, I went with you in your 
hte ramble. Your defcriptive pen has made me par- 
taker of the ideal delight: may divine grace enable me 
to ſhare in the /prritual improvement When you diſ- 
played the beauties of the morn, breaking forth from 
the obſcurity of night; when you adopted that noble 
aſpiration from our ꝓhiloſophic poet, I could not for- 
bear adding. Thus may the gracious G O D, whe 
„ commands the light to thine out of the midnight- 
« darkneſs, {thine into our hearts; and give that in- 
« comparably-glorious knowle the knowledge of 
« his bleſſed SELF! Which, though diſcernable through 
« all the tracts of creation, and derivable from every 
« work of his almighty hand; yet mo where beams 
« forth with ſuch complete and ſuch amable luſtre, as 
« in the perſon of FESUS CHRIST®*.” — Here 
we hehold all the ſuhlime perfections of the DEITY, 
not only manifeſted with inimitahle ſplendor, but o- 
perating for our own advantage, We behold them, 
as Fob 4peaks, for ourſelves ; and cannot but receive 
inexpreſſible refreſhment and joy from the view. 
When you walked beneath the ſhade of thoſe huge, 
| horrid, and enormous cliffs; both amuſed and alarm- 
ed at their ſtupendous magnitude, and frightful irre- 
gularity; — when you caſt your eye upon the wide- 
expanded furface of the ocean hen you ſurveyed 
the far more unmeaſurable arches of the iſky ;—and 
meditated, in that awful ſolitude, on the wildeſt and 
moſt magnificent appearances of nature; - I felt the 
ſame kind of devout aſtoniſhment with yourſelf. 


While the ſaul was wrapt in penſeue /tilineſs, and plea- 


Jug dread i, methought I heard a voice, or ſom 


2 2 Cor iv. B. + Job xix 27. 
It. ſcems to have been ſuch a kind, not of anæiaus hut of 


pleaſing dread, which ſeized the diſciples on the mount of 


ng 


transfiguratjon: ves Ng ing, for they were ſtruck with a pro- 

found, but delighttul awe. Delightful, otherwiſe it is nat eaſy 

to .conceive, why Peter ſhould propoſe to build tabernacles 

there, or how he could with to continue in thoſe circum- 

itances, Mark ix. 6. | „ OTE 
No XIV. 


THERO N. 


like a voice, from the ſilent ſpheres, as well as from 
the ſounding ſeas. It ſeemed to echo back, what the 
mighty angel, whom John ſaw flying in the midſt of 
heaven, once proclaimed ; ** Worſhip HIM, who made 
< heaven and earth, and the ſea, and the fountains of 
« water x. Worſhip him, who ſtretched out that a- 
„ zure pavilion with ſuch amazing grandeur; who 
„ meaſured yonder world of waters, in the hollow 
„of his hand; and before whom, this immenſe range 
„ of mountainous cliffs, is but as duſt upon the ſcale.” 

When you deſcribed the diſmal ſituation of a wretch, 
expoſed on the edges of the tremendous precipice z 
hanging over the ragged rocks, and the unfathomable 
gulf; and cleaving only to a fender, treacherous, 
breaking bough: how heartily did J join in your ad- 
doring acknowledgments to that kind, interpoſing, 
bleſſed hand, which reſcued us both from an infinitely 
more threatening and dreadful danger! reſcued us, as 
Haves, from the dominion of the devil; ſnatched us, 
as brands, from the inextinguiſhable burnings; and 
bid us (O marvellous, ſuperabundant goodnels') bid 
us poſſeſs the liberty of righteouſneſs ; bid us inherit 
the 41ngdom of heaven. 

When you mentian the paſt indolence, and the pre- 
ſent fervour of your prayers, I could not forbear re- 
iterating my praiſes to GOD on your behalf. This 
is a proof, my dear Theron, that you are going in the 
way everlaſting ; for it is written, The Hut ome with 
eee ping, and with ſupplicatians will I lead them f. This 
is the work of the HOLY GH OST, dwelling in 
your heart; for what ſaith the ſcripture? F will pour 
wpon them the ſpirit of grace and of ſupplication l. And 
our LORD himſelf mentions this, as the indication 
of a true converſion; Behald he prayeth Had not 
Saul prayed before? Nes; and made long pra 
too. But he never, till that inſtaut, was ſenſible of 
his undone and damnable condition; never cried to 
GOD from the depths of his diſtreſs, or from the 
depths of his heart; nor ever ſolicited the throne of 
grace, in the all-prevailing name af FESUS CHRIST, 
— His prayers, till then, were ſpmewhat like the metes, 
which fluctuate to and fro in the air, without any vi- 
gorous impulſe, or any certain aim. But, in that hour, 
they were like the arrow, which £ rings from the 
— bow, and, quick as lightning, flies to the 
mark. | 

I. was pleaſed to find you, in che procaſs of your 
letter, libly forgetting the narrative; and ſo en- 
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paged by the ſubject, that you ſpoke not as the relator, 
ut as the beholder. Thus may we always be affected, 
when we ſtudy the oracles of truth; ſtudy them, not as 
cold unconcerned critics, who are only to judge of their 
meaning, but as, perſons deeply intere/ted in all they 
contain; who are particularly addrefled in every ex- 
hortation, and directed by every precept ; whole are 
the promiſes, and to whom belong the precious privi- 
leges. — When we are enabled thus to realize and ap- 
propriate the contents of that invaluable book ; then 
we ſhall taſte the ſweetneſs, and feel the power of the 
ſcriptures, Then we ſhall know, by happy experience, 
that our divine MASTER's words, are not barely 
ſounds and ſyllables, but they are ſpirit, and they are 
life &. 

71 was ſtill more agreeably entertained with your 
picture of commerce, and of the advantages we reccive 
from navigation. One advantage, however, I can ſpe- 
cify, which is greater than any, greater than all, you 
have celebrated : an advantage, which will endear and 
ennoble navigation, ſo long as the ſun and moon en- 
dure. The goſpel, my dear friend, the g/ortous goſpel 


came to our uland through this channel. The volume” 


that comprizes it, and the preacher that publiſhed it, 
both were imported by ſhipping. And may we not 
ſay, with the enraptured //aiah * How beautiful are the 
feet of them that bring geod tidings ; that publiſh peace; 
that bring good tidings of good ; that publiſh ſalvation ; 
that ſay unto Zion, Thy GO reigneth f! lt is plea- 
ſant to hear their voice; pleaſant to contemplate their 
meſſage; and pleaſant even to behold the ground on 
which they trod, or the very waves over which 
they ſailed. — This made the holy prophet rejoice in 
ſpirit, when he foreſaw the extenſive ſpread of his 
MASTER's glory, and the certain commencement 
of our happineſs. This put into his mouth that affec- 
tionate and congratulatory addreſs ; which, in a very 
particular manner, is directed to us and our country- 
men: Sing unto the LORD a new ſong, and his praiſe 
from the ends of the earth : ye that go down to the ſea, 
and all that is therein; ye iſles, and the inhabitants 
thereof. Let the E and the cities thereof lift up 
their voice; let the inhabitants of the rock ſing, let them 
ſhout from the top of the mountains, Let them give glory 
unto the LORD ; and declare his praiſe in the i/lands }. 

We read, in Ezetiel, of the moſt magnificent fleet 
that ever ploughed the ſeas. The maſts were of ce- 
dar ||, and the benches of ivory. Fine linen, beauti- 
fied with embroidery, floated to the winds, and form- 
ed the ſails. Blue and purple rigged the veſſel, and 
clothed the meaneſt mariner. — Let us ſuppoſe, that 
the freight of this ſplendid navy was proportioned, in 
value, to its ſumptuous tackling. Yet hqw poor, how 
deſpicable were either, were both, if eſtimated with 
the treaſures of the goſpel; thoſe divine treaſures, 
which ſpring from the imputation of our REDEEM- 
ER's righteouſneſs! and which have much the ſame 
kindly influence on religious practice, as navigation, 


* John vi. 63. 

+ J. li. 7. Never did language beſpeak an enraptured ſoul, 
mor ſignificantly than this ſacred exclamation. The prophet 
is all wonder and all joy. He is ſo eramoured with his ſubject, 
and ſo captivated with the glory of the goſpel, that he can ne- 
ver ſay enough of its excellencies. Gd tidings ; the very belt, 
that earth could receive, or heaven proclaim. - Gosd tidings. of 
good a moſt comprehenſive good; a collection of every bleſ- 

ing; or all good things in one. Publiſb peace; peace with 
GOD, the everlaſting King; and that ſweet peace of conſci- 
ence, which the whole world cannot give, Publiſh ſalvation ; 
or that gift of righteouſneſs which is the meritorious cauſe, to- 
' gether with that ſpirit of liberty and ſpirit of adoption, which 
are the rich and grand conſtituents of ſalvation, That ſay un- 
to Zion, Thy GO D reigneth ; not ſin and Satan, not luſt and 
- appetite, oppreſſive tyrants and worſe than Egyptian taſk-ma- 
Ners; but the all · wiſe and infinitely-gracious JEHOVAHz; 
he, even he ſetteth up his pure, his peaceful, his ſpiritual king- 
dom, in the believer's heart, in the Centile nations, and in all 


lands. II. xlli. 10. 11. 12. | Ezek. xxvii. g. Oc. 


"TT 2 


all 


1 H & © N. . 
with all her improvements, has upon traffic g f 
me leave to conſirm this allertion, by (elem Give 


, * a fe 
inſtances, and applying them in a few inter ortet 


One of the benehts proceeding from the j ; 
of CHRIS T's righteouſneſs, 15 pardon ; * 
partial, but complete; a pardon of cach ſin, be i >; 
ver ſo hainous ; a pardon of all fins, be they ever | 
numerous. For thus faith GOD the LORD who 
ſent both his prophets and apoſtles, preaching peace 
by FESUS CHRIST, Twill par din a 1.1. their ins. 
quittes, whereby they have ſinned, and whereby they havg 
tranſgreſſed againſt me *,—To learn the deſirable na. 
ture of this bleſſing, let us ſtep back into the annals 
of hiſtory, and attend a traiterous unlappy nobleman 
to his vindlelive exit. His body is demanded by the 
miniſters of juſtice. Reluctant and trembling he is 
conducted to the ſcaffold. There the alarmed crimi. 
nal ſees the mourning block ; ſees the giittering axe: 
ſees the coſſin prepared for his corpſe ; ſees thouſands 
of anxious ſpectators, waiting, with cager looks and 
throbbing hearts, the fearful cataſtrophe. In a word 
he ſees death advancing, with all the ſolemnities of 
horror and wo.—Time elapſes. The preparatory cere- 
monies are diſpatched. The fatal moment is arrived. 
No longer reſpite can be allowed. He muſt ſubmit to 
immediate execution. Accordingly he proſtrates him- 
felt to receive the ſtroke, But-—ſcized with new ter- 
rors, at the poiſed axe, and approaching blow, he 
ſtarts from the dangerous poſture.—Again he bends 
and again ſnatches his neck from the impending edge. 
A third time he lifts his pale countenance, to the pi- 
tying crouds, and departing light. — Once more he 
bows to the block, and once more raiſes his head, in 
wiſhful expectation the royal clemency. — Had a 
meſſenger appeared, at the critical inſtant, with a 
ſhout of joy upon his tongue, and a ſealed pardon in 
his hand; O! how tranſporting the news! inexpre/ſibly 
welcame the fayour !—What was denied to his paſſion- 
ate deſires, denied to the importunate folicitations of 
his friends, is freely offered ta us in the goſpel of 
CHRIST : a pardon of infinitely-higher 2 
which obliterates millions and milſions of rebellious 
acts; which extends its bleſſed effects, not merely 
through the little ſpan of life, but beyond the gates of 
the N the boundaries of time, through 
the ages of eternity. | 

How unfathomadle is that immenſe flood, on which 
my Theron lately exerciſed his contemplation ! The toil- 
ing plummets, with all their length of cordage, are 
unable to find a bottom. Were the hugeſt mil 


ſtones, 
or the higheſt towers, or the moſt ſpacious cities, caſt 
into that prodigious gulf, they would be totally over- 
whelmed, and irrecoverably loſt. Therefore the in- 
ſpired prophet, to ſhew the boundleſs extent of the di- 
vine mercies in FESUS CHRIST, and to denote the 
fulneſs of their pardon who are cleanſed in the R E- 
DEEMER's blood, hath illuſtrated both by this 
grand ſimilitude: Thou wilt caſt all their fins into the 
depths of the ſea 4 ;—not one, or a few, but all their 
ſins not barely behind thy back, but into the /za ; 
—and not into the ſhallow parts, but in the very 
depths of the ocean ;—fſo that they ſhall never riſe up 
in judgment ; never be taken notice of ; no, nor ever. 
be remembered any more. | 
With an act of total indemnity, let us join a tho- 
rough reſtoration to favour.—lf the wrath of an earth- 
ly king be as the roaring of a lion | ; how much more 
tremendous is his indignation, who is able to caſt 
both body and ſoul into hell! If the favour of an earth- 
ly ſovereign be as dero upon the graſs ; how much more 
deſirable and delightful HIS ovine india, whom 
all things in heayen and earth obey l- By the righ- 
teouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST, we are freed from 
all foreboding apprehenſions of the former, and eſta- 
#* Jer. zxxiii. 8, f Mic. vii. 19. + Prov. xix. 12. 
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wiſhed in the comfortable poſſeſſion of the Jatter. The 
wel renews and ratifies that joyful proclamation of 


"(1 | 
© angelic hoſt, Peace on earth, and good-will to men *. 


003 not only paciſied towards believers, but well 
caſed with them in his dear SON. They are the 
oyjets of his compticentiat delight, and he rejoices 
oer them to do them good. | 
Nay, they are made children, ſons and daughters of 
the LORD elmightz +; and if ſons, then heirs of 
G OD, and joint heirs with CHRIST ft.—The chief 
captain mentioned in the Acts, purchaſed his freedom 
of the imperial city Rome, with a great ſum of mo- 
ney |. If ſuch a little tranſient immunity was ſo va- 
juable in his eteem, who can expreſs the worth, who 
em conceive the dignity, of this divine adoption? 
Yet it belongs to thoſe who receive the goſpel, and are 
intereſted in CHRIST. —They have acceſs to the om- 
nipotent BEING; ſuch free and welcome acceſs, as a 
beloved child to an indulgent father. To him they 
may fly for aid, in every difficulty ; and from him ob- 
tan a ſupply, in all their wants. G O D, as the ſa- 
cred charter runs, is THEIR GOD. All his lovely, 
all his adorable perfections, are their glorious inheri- 
tance, and exceeding great reward. That eternal 
power, to which nothing is impoſſible, exerts itſelf as 
their guard; and that unerring wiſdom, from which 
nothing is concealed, acts as their guide. His very ju- 
ſtice is no longer an incenſed adverſary, demandin 
vengeance or meditating deſtruction; but a faithfu 
guarantee, to provide for the punctual execution of 
the RE DE EME R's treaty, and their complete en- 
joyment of its various bleſſings.— What a privilege is 
this! Rather what a cluſter of privileges is here | 
Weigh the kingdoms of the world ; caſt all the glories 
of them into the ſcale; and they wlll be found, when 
compared with theſe divine prerogatives, emptier than 
the bubble that burſts, kghter than the ſpark that ex- 
res. 
" In the goſpel are given exceeding great and precious 
romiſes. Of ſuch value, that they were procured by 
the blood of CHRIST ; of ſuch certainty, that they 
are ratified by the oath } of JEHOVAH. 80 de- 
rable, that, though all fleſh is graſs, and all the good- 
lineſs thereof as the flower of the graſs, this word of 
our GOD abideth for ever +; ſo efficacious, that there 
are no ſuch cordials to revive our fainting, and no 
ſuch bulwarks to ſecure our endangered ſouls. With 
theſe the Bible is as richly repleniſhed, as the clear 
midnight-ſky is beſpangled with ſtars. They are all 
yea and amen, conſigned over as a ſure unalienable por- 
tion, to them that are in FESUS CHRIST —. 
Another benefit, given in conſequence of the R E- 
DEEMER's righteouſneſs, is the ſanctiſying 8 P I- 
RIT. A moſt comprehenſive bleſſing this! Our S A- 
VIOUR' intimates, that it includes every heavenly 
gift, is an aſſemblage of all good things +.—How fin- 
| _ a comfort muſt it be to blind Bartimeus, to have 
eyes opened, and behold the all-chearing light of 
the ſun =! $0, and far more comfortable, are the en- 
lightening influences of the bleſſed SPIRIT, when 
Fa ſhine upon the wretched creature, who its in 
darkneſs and the ſhadow of death- How peculiar a 
mercy for the impure and abhorred /eper, to be heal- 
ed of his inveterate diſeaſe | to feel the ſoothing ſen- 
fations of eaſe, where ſores rankled and pain raged! 
Inſtead of enfeebling languors and loathſome defor- 
mity, vigour braces his limbs, and comelineſs blooms 
in his countenance . Equally benign and equally ſa- 
lubrious, is the agency of the divine SPIRIT, on our 
depraved, polluted, ſenſual minds.—How ſignal was 
the recovery, and how welcome the change! when 
that unhappy creature, ſo wildly agitated by a miſchie- 


* Luke ii. 14, + 2 Cor. vi. 18. f Rom. viii. 17. 
Ads xxii. 28. 4. Heb. vi. 17. + 1 Pet. i. 23. 
2 Cor. i. 20. + Compare Marth. vii. 11. with Luke xi. 13. 

== Mark x. 52. Match. vii. 3. 
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vous dæmon, was reinſtated in the peaceful poſſeſſion of 
himſelf and his faculties! when, inſtead of unnaturally 
cutting his own fleſh, or conimitting barbarous out- 
rages on innocent travellers, he ſat compoſed and at- 
tentive at the feet of FESU $ */ receiving heavenly. 
inſtruction from his lips, and learning the meekneſs of 
wiſdom from his example. So falutary and beneficial 
is the transforming power of the HOLY GHOST 
the Comforter ; ſottening the rugged, ſweetening the 
moroſe, and talmiug the paſſionate temper.—lt is un- 
doubtedly the utmoſt improvement, and the bigheſt 
happineſs of our nature, to have the image of the 
bleſſed GOD reinſtamped on our hearts. This is an 
earneſt, and an anticipation alſo, of endleſs felicity : 
a bud which will open in heaven, and ſpread into im- 
mortal glory: a dazwn which will ſhine more and 
more, till the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſes, and bright- 
ens it into everlaſting day. This bud the ſanctifying 
SPIRIT ingrafts, this dawn the grace of our LOR 
FESUS CHRIST diffuſes, in the barren and be- 
nighted font. 1 5 
In a word, receive this righteoufneſs, and you have 
a title ta all bleflings, whether they be preſent or fu- 
ture, bodily or ſpiritual, temporal or eternal. From 
the neceſſary conveniencies of bread to eat, and rai- 
ment to put on ; even to the crowns of glory, and the 
fulneſs of joy; all, all, are owing to our REDEEM» 
ER's righteouſneſs. —You ſee now, Theron, that our 
ſcheme Jas no tendency to impoveriſh your ſpiritual 
condition, or diminiſh your true riches; any more 
than thoſe tracts of watet, which ſurround our iſland, 
are detrimental to the wealth of its inhabitants. De- 
trimental! No; they are an inexhauſtible ſource of 
treaſure. They convey to our uſe the choiceſt accom- 
modations, and the moſt elegant delights; ſuch as 
would in yain be expected, it 'the whole ocean was 
converted into the fineſt meads, and moſt fertile pa- 
ſtures. Shut to apply this compariſon, would fore- 
ſtal your principal queſtion, | 4 
« Do not theſe favours, though unſpeakably pre- 
« cious in themſelves, tend to the introduction or {ups 
« port of ungodlineſs? Quite the reverſe. Have 
we redemption through our SAV TOU R's blood, even 
the forgiveneſs of our ſins? We are redeemed, not 
that we may link in ſupineneſs, or launch into licen- 
tiouſneſs, but that we may be a peculiar people, zea- 
lous of good works f. —Are we made the children of 
G OD? Then let our light ſo ſhine before men, that 
others, ſecing our good warks, may glorify our F A- 
THER Which is in heaven f. This is the genuine 
conſequence of ſuch a doctrine, and the proper effect 
of ſuch a benefit. Are we veſted with ſacred privi- 
leges ! Theſe admoniſh us, theſe urge us, to walk wor- 
thy of HIM, who hath called us to his kingdom and 
glory ||. Shall the citizens of heaven be animated with 
no higher views, than the ſlaves of appetite, and 
drudges of the world? Are we conſtituted herrs of 
the promiſes * The grace which they aſcertain, is in- 
tended to make us partakers of a divine nature +; and 
the encouragement which they adminiſter, incites us 
to cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpi- 
rit, incites us to perfect holineſs in the fear of GOD +; 
uch high immunities are a moſt endearing perſua- 
ſive, not to diſgrace, but e not to provoke, 
but pleaſe, their unſpeakably-beneficent AUTH OR. 
I might farther obſerve, that holineſs is one of the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed bleſſings in our ſyſtem; ray, is 
the very central bleſſing, to which all the others verge; 


in which they all terminate. Were we cheſen from 


eternity It was for this purpoſe, that we may be 
holy and unblameable in love +.—Are we called in 
time? It is to this intent, that we may ſhew forth the 
praiſes of him, who hath called us out of darkneſs in- 
to his marvellous light =.—Are we created again in 


„Mark v.15, +Tit.ii.14 f Matth. v.16. || 1 The ii. 12, 
1 2 Pet. i. 4. + 2 Cor; vii. 1. ++ Eph. i. 44 = 1 Pet. ii. 9 
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CHRIST FESUS* It is, to capacitate us for ac- 
ceptable ſervice, and to furniſh us unto every good 
work K. I will put my ſpirit within you, ſaith the 
LORD. For what end? That ye may walk in my ſta- 
tutes, and keep my judgments, and do them f. ere 
comes in my Theron's favourite endowment, ſincere 
obedience. Far, very far from diſcarding ſincere obe- 
dience, we would only introduce it, under its due 
character, and in its proper order. Under its due cha- 
rafter ; as the fruit, not the cauſe, of our intereſt in 
CHRIS T's righteouſneſs. In its due order; as fol- 
lowing, not preceding, the gift of juſtiſication. 

Theſe privileges, my dear friend, are ſalutary, as 
the pool of Betheſda 1. They are reſtorative, as the 
waters of Silaam ||: or like that ſacred ſtream flowing 
from the ſanfuary ; which healed the rivers, healed 
the ſea, and made even the deſert flouriſh 4.—If juſti- 
fication by the righteouſneſs of CHRIST had a ten- 
dency to ſubvert the foundation of holineſs, to con- 
firm the hypocritical profeſſor in his neglect of moral 
cuties, or diſcourage the ſincere convert from the 
purſuit of real virtue; it would, doubtleſs, be un- 
worthy of any acceptation, or rather worthy of uni- 
verſal abhorrence. But I dare appeal, not only to the 
nature of the doctrine, and the reaſon of things, but to 
the experience of all;—yes, of all who have taſted, that 
the LORD us gracons +. © Spcak, ye who are enabled 
© to believe, that GOD is reconciled ; has received 
« the all-ſatisfying atonement ; and placed his SON's 
« righteouſneſs to your account! that he regards you 
« as his children, and will receive you to his glory! 
„Have you not, under /#ch convictions, felt your 
e hearts exulting with conſcious joy; and way 
% power of your ſouls ſpringing forward, to glorify 
« your heavenly FA THE R. —glorify him by every 
1 inſtance of obedience, fidelity, and zeal ?” 

Can ſuch invaluable benefits have a prejudicial in- 
fluence on our practice, if, to the conſideration of 
their ſuperlative worth, we add that unequalled price, 
by which they were purchaſed ?—HE who is high a- 
bove all height, humbled himſelf to be made of a wo- 
man, and born in a ſtable; that we might be admit- 
ted into the family of G O D, and exalted to the man- 
ſions of heaven. And will this great humiliation, 
which is the baſis of our happineſs, prompt us to look 
down with contempt on others, or entertain arrogant 
thoughts of ourſelves? 

The ONLY BEGOTTEN and the ſupreme 
delight of the FATHER, was numbered with tranſ- 
greſſors, and ranked with felons ; that we might be 

joined to the innumerable company of angels, and al- 
fociated with ſaints in glory everlaſting. And will 
any one make this a precedent or a plea, for walking 
in the counſel of the ungodly ; for ſtanding in the way of 
finners ; or fitting in t * of the ſcarnful -? 

All manner of evil was ſpoken of the faultleſs 7 E- 
SUS; his bleſſed name was vilifed by blaſphemin 

tongues, and his unblameable conduct blackened wi 
the fouleſt aſperſions; on purpoſe that we may be ap- 
plauded, when we are judged ; and each hear thoſe 
tranſporting words, WELL DONE THOU GOOD AND 
FAITHFUL SERVANT ==! Will this embolden us to 
diſhonour our LORD, and /tain our holy profeſlion ? 
Shall we from hence be induced to open the mouths 
22 — furniſh them with occaſion to 
1 reproac SR 

75 E went, galled with the laſhes of the ſcourge, 
and penetrated with the pungent thorns ; he went, 
loaded with the execrable croſs, and marking the way 
with his precious blood; thus he went to his ignomi- 
nious and tormenting exit; that we may enter into 
Zion with ſongs of triumph on our lips, and with e- 
verlaſting joy on our heads. Does this invite us to 


* Eph ii. 10. + Ezek. xxxvi. 27. f John 5. 4. © 
John ix. bo a + Ezek. xlvii. 8. 9. 1 Pet. ii. 3. 
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go, crowned with roſe-buds, to the houſe of 7+ . 

go, muffled in diſguiſe, to the midnight-revel {Wor 
not rather inchne us, to ſit down at his pierced fe E 
and bathe them with our tears, and take delight + 4 
mournin for our crucihed LORD ? e 0 

Behold! he hangs on the curſed tree. Ther 
he hangs; rent with wounds, and racked with For 
He pours his groans, and ſpills his blood. Ile bows 
his head, his patient princely head, and dies—afig. 
nithing, ravithing conſideration! he dies for you and 
me. And will this harden our hearts, or arm our 
hands, to crucify him afreſh by any allowed iniquity ? 
Does not reaſon ſuggeſt, and Chriſtianity dictate, and 
all that is ingenuous enforce, the apoſtle's important 
inference ? 1f one died for all, then they which live, ſhoul 
not henceferth live unto themſelves, but unto him which 
died for them +. 

He thought upon us, long before the foundations of 
the world were laid; he remembers us, now he is ex- 
alted to the right hand of the MAJESTY in the heu- 
vens; and will never, never forget us, through all 
the revolutions of eternity. And is this a motive to 
forget his name; to diſregard his word; or to imitate 
the ſhameful neutrality and indifference of Galli? 
Impreſſed with a ſenſe of this invariable and everlaſt- 
ing kindneſs, ſurely, we ſhall declare ourſelves, as 
thoſe captives in Babylon, concerning their dear native 
city Jeruſalem; If forget thee, O bleſſed FESUS, 
let my right hand forget her cunning ; if I ds not remem- 
ber thee, let my tongue cleave to the re of my mouth f. | 


— Remember Fhee / 

Ay, my dear LORD, while mem'ry holds a ſeat 
In this devoted breaſt-—Remember thee / 

Tes, from the table of my memory 

PI wipe away all trivial fond records, 

Which youth and obſervation copied there, 

And thy remembrance all alone ſball ltve 

Within the book and volume of my brain ||. 


Is it poſſible, Theron, for the contemplation of ſuch 
goodneſs, to weaken the motives, or relax the ſprings 
of obedience? As ſoon may lenient balms kill, and 
rankeſt poiſons cure—Is ſuch a belief calculated to 
diſcourage duty, and patromize hcentiouſneſs ? Juſt as 
much as verna ers are fitted to cleave the earth 
with chinks, or ſummer fans to glaze the waters with 
ice. — When Anthony made an oration to the ſoldiers, 
on occaſion of Cæſar's death; when he fhewed them 
their honoured maſter's robe,  transfixed with ſo many 
daggers; when he reminded them of the victories 
they had won, under their aſſaſſinated commander; 
when he farther informed them, that their murdered 
general had remembered them in his will, —had be- 

ueathed all his fine gardens, and beautiful walks to 
their uſe and delight ;—heavens ! how they took fire! 
Revenge ſparkled in their eyes; Revenge flamed in their 
boſoms; Revenge was all their cry. They flew to the 
houſes of the conſpirators; laid them even with the 
ground; and had they met the owners, would have 
tore them hmb from limb. — Some fuch refentment 
againſt fin, will a ſenſe of our adored RE DEE ME R's 
ſufferings excite; eſpecially when ſet home by his bleſ- 
ſed SPIRIT, and confidered in connection with 
thofe deteſtable iniquities which cauſed them, and 
with thoſe invaluable bleſſings which were procured by 
them.—Nothing, nothing is fo effectual, to beget the 


The ſorrow, urifing from ſach tender and grateful views 
of the crucified FE SUS, is that evangelical godly ſorrow, 
which worketh-repentance unto ſalvation not to be repented . 
2 Cor. vii. 10. And is there not reaſon, — when we conſider 
the pains he felt, the curſe he bore, and the blood he ſhed, 
is there not abundant reaſun to ſay, with Homer's afflicted 


hero? 
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oncilable abhorrence of all ungodlineſs, to make 
brange of it bitter as wormwovd; the temp- 
tations to it horrible as hell: 


molt irrec 
the remein 


Let me remind you of an incident, related by your 
fiyourite hiſtorian Xenophon.—Gyrus had taken captive 
be young prince of Armenia, together with his beau- 
15 Fand blooming princeſs ; whom he had lately mar- 
329 and of whom he was paſſionately fond. When 
rn were brought to the tribunal, Cyrus aſked the 
my what he would give to be reinſtated. in his. 
kingdom Ale anſwered, with an air of indiflerence, 
« That, as for his crown, and his oon liberty, he va- 
« jued them at a very low rate, But if Cyrus would 
„ reſtore his beloved princeſs to her native digpity 
and hereditary poſſeſſions, he ſhould infinitely re- 
joice; and would pay (this he uttered with tender- 
« neſs and ardour) would willingly pay Lis li 7 for the 
« purchaſe.” —Could ſuch a declaration, fo highly en- 
dearing, alienate the affections of the princeſs, or in- 
duce her to violate her fidelity ? Let her own conduct 
anſwer the query. When all the priſoners were dit- 
miſſed with freedom, it is impoſſible to expreſs how 
they were charmed with their royal benefactor. Some 
celebrated his martial accompliſhments: Some ap- 
plauded his ſocial virtues. All were prodigal of 
their praiſes, and /avi/þ in grateful acknowledgments. 
And you, ſaid the prince, (addreſſing himſelf to his 
bride), what think you of Cyrus *—1 did not oblerve 
him, replied the princeſs. — Not obſerve him! Upon 
what then was your attention fixed : Upon that dear 
and generous man, who declared, he would | urchaſe 
« my liberty, at the 2 of his very life “.“ — 
Was her heart impreſſed, were all her thoughts in- 
oſſed, by that benevolent er? And thall ours be 
els affected with the incomparably more tender and 
endearing lqve of CHRIS *—He was not onl will- 
ing, but actually laid down his life, for us; a life im- 
menſcly precious, and of higher dignity than all hea- 
vens.— He laid down his life, not for amiable per- 
ſons, or worthy creatures, but for vile earth, and 
miſcrable ſinners ;—purchaſing thereby for us and our 
children, privileges of ineſtimable worth, and of ever- 
laſting duration, ; 

Will not ſuch beneficence, fo unmerited, ſo un- 
equalled, wag | the moſt reluctant, and melt the moſt 
obdurate heart? The heart, which is not wrought up- 
on by this miracle of diyine compaſſion, muſt be ſteel, 
muſt be adamant ; quite unpenetrable, and abſolutely 
incorrigible. O thou ever blefled, thou all- gra- 
„ cious REDEEMER, thy love to us is wonderful ; 
% paſſing, I will not ſay, the love of women |, but the 
power of language, and the reach of thought! Who 
„can hold .qut againſt ſuch charming attraCtives ? 
* who can reſiſt ſuch heavenly goodnels !—Oaly let a 
e ſenſeof thy love be always warm, always operative on 
“our minds. This ſhal} be inſtead of a thouſand ar- 

* Elo tn xgv rg lure M p,rnu rs A Rανενͥq Taviny, XENOPH, 
de Cyri Inſtit. lib. III. 5 

Benęficia, ſays one of the ancients, qui invenit, compedes 
invenit. Which fine ſentiment may almoſt ſerve as a comment 
on the beautiful and tender declaration of GOD by his pro- 
phet Hoſea ; I drew them to obedience with cords of a man, with 
bands of love, chap. xi. 4. HE who made, and intimately 
knows our frame,. knew that theſe motives would be moſt 
powerful in operation; moſt powerful on creatures, capable oi 
lore, and ſuſceptible of gratirude. Therefore he calls them, 
the cords of a man. And if a deliverance from temporal bon- 
Gage, if the ſettlement of 1/rael in all the plenty of Canaan, 
conſtituted ſo ſweet an incitement to duty; doubtleſs, the e- 
verlaſting benefits mentioned by Aſpaſia, together with all the 
endearing circumſtances of their procurement, muſt be abun- 
dantly more engaging,—May the SPIRIT from on high 
rend the veil of ignorance and inſenſibility ! let into our hearts 

the knowledge and faith of theſe great evangelical truths! We 
ſhall then want no farther demonſtration, either of the pro- 
priety of the remark, or the efficacy of the principles, 


1 2 Sam. i. 26. 
No NIV. 


and the principle much more efficacious, 


its, 
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e ouments to engage, . inſtead of ten thouſand motives 
* to quicken our obedience.” Other motives may 
roduce ſome external ſervices, or hypocritical per- 
Jormances Terrors may extort the drudgery of the, 
hand. Bribes may purchaſe the adulation of the 
tongue. But this conciliates the will; this proſelytes the 
affections ; this captivates the very ſoul ; and makes all 
its powers lite the chariots of Amminadib *, ready, ex- 
pedite, and active in duty.” _ 3 1 
Hear the holy apoſtle, giving an account of himſelf 
and his ſpiritual ſtate. e ſpeaks in language ſome- 
what ſimilar, though greatly ſuperior, to the profeſ- 
ſon of the Armenian princeſs. “ So great is the glory, 
ſo rich is the grace, ſo ſuperabundant are the merits 
of my REDEEMER, that I am determined to know 
« nothing but CHRIST FESUS and himcrucified f. 
Aſk the ſame zealous apoſtle, What prompted him 
to ſuch indefatigable diligence, and animated him with 
ſuch invincible tortitude ? Why did he decline no toil, 
and dread no danger ; rejoice in tribulation, and glory, 
in reproach ; welcome perſecution, and defy death? 
This is his reply; “ The love of CHRIST conſtraineth || 
« me; beareth me on, with much the ſame ſtrong, 
s ſteady, prevailing influence, which winds and tide 
« exert, when 
&« harbour. | F 
Shall we hear what another diſciple, one of the 
moſt advanced proficients in divine love, ſays upon 
the ſubject? one, who learned his knowledge, not in 
the ſchool of philoſophy, but on his SAVIOUR's bo- 
ſom? This is the love of GOD, that we walk after his 
commandments +. This is the natural fruit, this the 
certain evidence, of love to that glorious, tranſcen- 
dent, and adorable BEING. What? Not that we 
{upincly neglect, much leſs that we profanely violate, 


* 


they waft the veſſel to its deſtined 


his ſacred precepts; but that, with aſſiduity and de- 


light, we make them the rule of aur conduct. —Chari. 
ty edifieth + : this divine love, far from razing the 
toundations, far from demoliſhing the ſtructure, Gail: 
eth up + the fair fabric of univerſal godlineſs. 

Let me borrow an illuſtration from your own let- 
ter. When a pebble is caſt into the ſmooth canal, it 
moves the centre, and forms a circle. The firſt creates 
a ſecond ; the ſecond breaks into a third; they con- 


tinue to multiply and expand themſelves, till the whole 
ſurface is covered with circular undulations. Thus, 


the love of an all-gracious REDEEMER , when 


* Cant. vi. 12. 8 + 1 Car. ii. 2; 
That ſupreme affection to the bleſſed 7E SUS, which 
reigned in the hearts of his primitive diſciples, could never 
have been ſo emphatically diſplayed by any ſtrokes of eloquence, 
as by their own chearful and heroic manner of expreſſing 
themſclves, with relation to their ſufferings. —Far from regret- 
ting, J take pleaſure (ſays the apoſtle) in offlictions ; and embrace 
them, when occurring in my divine MASTER's ſervice, with 
a real complacency, wiaw. 2 Cor. xii, 10.—To you, adds the 
ſame apoſtle, and [ in a congratulatory ſtrain, it is given 
©x=p0%) as a deſirable privilege, to ſuffer for the adorable 7 E. 
SUS, Philip. i. 29.—9t Luke, recording the abuſive and cruel 
outrages, committed on two diſciples, for preaching boldly in 
the name of CHRIS 7, uſes a phraſe remarkably gallant and 
ſpirited; They departed from the council rejoicing, ＋ 
ali A* , that they were counted 2 0 Suffer ſhame ; had 
the honour of being vilified and reproac 45 in ſo venerable and 
lorious a cauſe.— This paſſage is a fine exemplification of the 
igure, which rhetoricians ſtyle Oxymorum, And Horaces 
Dulce periculum—Splendide mendax—Yuo bedtus vulnere—ſeem 
flat and jejune upon the compariſon, A v. 41. X 
Could you ſtation a coward in the midſt of a npmerou 
army advancing to the battle; or rather, could you place 
boat on the impetuous cataracts of the Nile; you would kd 
what is meant by the ſignificant word, viz. 2 Cor. v. 14. 
_ + 2 John ver. 6. —+ 1 Cor. viii. 4. ++ Onto, 
= I cannot but think, the reaſoning is much more juſt, 
„ in Aſpaſio s many 
ner of flating the affair, than in the following famous lines: | 
Selfeloue but ſerves the virtuous mind to wake, | | 
As the ſmall pebble ſtirs the peaceful loket 
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Med abroad in the ſoul by the HOLY GHOST*, 
will diffuſe itſelf through every intellectual faculty, 
and extend to every ſpecies of duty. Till the whole 
heart is filled with the image, and the whole behavi- 


our regulated by the law of the bleſſed G O D.—So0 
that I am perſuaded, there is a great deal of truth and 
folidity, as every one muſt acknowledge, there is a 
pecuhar ſpirit and beauty, in the apoſtrophe of our 
poct ; | 
Talk they of merals ? O thou bleeding love ! 
Thou Maker of new morals to mankind, 
The grand morality is love of THE EH. 

You mentioned the load/tone, as molt ſignally and 
moſt extenſively ſerviceable in the ſeafaring bulinels. 
Such is faith, ſo efficacious, in practical Chriſtianity, — 
This, perhaps, you think a ſcanty and defective prin- 
ciple. 
the world, may feem equally mean and inconſiderable. 
But as the one is the very ſoul of navigation, the o- 
ther is the very life of holineſs. At is ſomewhat like the 
ſtone, which, the Baby/onian monarch ſaw in his dream, 
cut from the rock without hands j: Which, though deſpi- 
cable to human appearance, was mighty in operation 
deſtroyed the ſuperb ſtatue ; became a great mountain, 
and filled the whole earth. Thus will faith exert and 
diffuſe its kindly yet triumphant energy, to every 
corruption, that it may be ſubdued ; to every virtue, 
that it may be cheriſhed. | 

Faith is a real perſuaſion, that the bleſked FESU 8 
has ſhed his blood for me, and fulfilled all righteouſ- 
neſs in my ſtead ; that, through this great atonement 
and meritorious obedience, he has purchaſed, even for 
my ſinful foul, reconciliation with G OD, ſanctifying 
ſpiritual bleſling ||. 

When the ALMIGHT Y ſunk the cavities of the 
ocean, and repleniſhed them with the liquid element, 
he provided an inexhauſtible ſource of moiſture, for 
the refreſhment of every animal, and the nutriment 
of every vegetable. In like manner, where-ever he 
works this true faith, he plants the feed of untverſal 
holineſs, and provides for the propagation of every 
virtue. This perſuaſion of the divine goad-will over- 
comes our natural reluctance, and excites a fervent 
deſire to pleaſe our moſt merciful FATHER, This 
experience of the abundant grace of CHRIST, at- 
tracts and aſſimilates the ſoul; turning it into his amiable 


The centre mov'd, a circle trait ſucceeds, 

Another ſtill, and flill another ſpreads. 

Friend, parent, neighbour, firft it will embrace, 

His country next, and next all human race » 

Wide and more wide th' &erflywings of the mind 

Take every c: eature in of every hind. | 
Self-love too often acts on the affections, as a blaſt on the 
leaves Hhrivelt and contract them. But the love of CHRIST, 
like a vernal ſun on the tender buds, opens and expands them; 
till the;; become wide, as the extent of his gracious redemption ; 
wide, as the comper of his rational creation. —By ſelf-love I 
am almoſt neceſſarily determined to malign the 
croſs my, inclinations, and obſtruct my intereſts. From the love 
of CHRIST, I have a cogent reaſon, and a molt prevailing 
inducement to love my very enemies. How does St Peter ana- 
lyze this fubje&t ? not in Mr Pope's, not in Lord Polingbroke”s 
method, Godlineſs, or a ſupreme love to the gracious G ON, 
he repreſents ag the root or trunk; then brotherly kindneſs, or 
an aff-Qionate regard to relations, friends, neighbours, as ſome 
of the grand and maſter branches; after this charity, or a dif. 


fuſive good · will to all manking, as the ſpread of my which - 


complete and adorn the tree, 2 Pet. i. 7. * Rom. v. 5. 
+ Night-Thoughts, No IV. f Dan. it 34. 

{| This debnjtion of faith may poſſibly, at the firſt view, dif- 
ſatisfy and alarm even ſome pious people ; including, as they 
apprehend, too great a degree of aſſurance. But if Rey pleaſe 
to take it in connection with the explanation and adjuſtment, 
delivered in the ſixteenth Dialogue, I hope, alt cauſe of difap- 
probation or ſurpriſe will vaniſh. I flatter myſtif, that the ſen 
timent will be found, not only comfortable for che ſinner, but 
agreeable to ſcripture; and truly unexceptionable, as well as high- 
ly deſerable. | 14 
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likeneſs, “ as the wax is turned to the impri , 
—What will be the language of ſuch a 1 Ta 

« Did my exalted MAS TER empty himſelf ang 
&« become poor, that his moſt unworthy ſervant mi h 
be filled with all the fulneſs of G O D* And To 
„not I chearfully deny myſelf the expenſive pleaſur J 
« of the world, that I may have ſomewhat to — 
< on his needy children ?—Has the death of CHR IST 
as a puniſhment, ſatisfied the moſt rigorous juſtice 
for my ſins; as a price, has it redeemed me Lee 
every evil; and, as a ſacriſice, made my peace with 
« GOD moſt high? And ſhall I not, by theſe me. 
* cies of my dying LORD, be induced to preſent all 
„ the members of my body, and all the faculties of 
„my ſoul, as a /tvin geri les + to his honour? to be 
« employed in his ſervice, and reſigned to his will? 
Dol believe, that my SAVIOUR has not on. 
e ly reſcued me from hell, but &ſtabliſhed my title to 
« all the bleſſings included in the promiſes, and all the 
«* felicity laid up in heaven? And can I neglect to ſeek 
«© thole invaluable bleſſings, or forbear to afpire after 
this immenſe felicity ? Can I be fo ungrateful as to 
6“ allxont, ſo znſen/ible as to forget, the . 
* ſtcent AUTHOR of both? Am I perſuaded, that 
* the PRINCE of peace is entered into glory ag 
« my forerunner g, and has prepared manſions of bliſs 
« for my final reception? And ſhall I not follow 
„ him thicher in my hopes and my affections ? be as 
ea pilgrim below, and have my converfation above? 
s not this a moſt fweet and eſſectual method of 
gaining my heart, and if my heart, then all my 
& powers, to lus bleſſed ſelf?“ 

Such, my dear Theron, will be the ech of faith. 
Therefore it is not in vain, much leſs to the diſcou- 
ragement of real virtue, that the ſcripture lays ſuch a 
ſtreſs upon faith; ſo frequently urges the importance 
and neceſlity of faith ; repreſents faith, as the princi- 
pal work of the divine SPIRIT, and the great in- 
ſtrument of receiving falvation : Becauſe it is a ſure, 
a ſovercign means of purifying the heart ||, and never 
fails to wwor# by love J. — Was Rich, as ſome people are 
apt to imagine, like a candle put under a buſhel, or 
like the lamps which burn in ſepulchres; it would 
then be an inſignificant labour to inculcate it, and no 
better than an empty flourifh of words to celebrate it. 
But nothing is more certain, than that faith is a vital, 
an operative, a victorious principle. 


CHRIST is a ſtore-houſe of all good. Whatever 


is neceſſary to remove our guilt, whatever is expe- 


dient, for renewing our nature, whatever is proper 
to fit us for the eternal fruition of G O N, all this is 
laid up in CHRIST. And all this is received by faith, 
for application, ufe, and enjoyment.—Accordingly, 
when Zaccheus BELIEVED, he commenced a new 
man; his bowels yearned with compaſſion ; the rapa- 
cious publican became a friend to the needy, and a ta- 
ther to the poor + .—When the Macedonians BELIEVED, 


how eminently was their fpirit ennobled, and their 


practice improved! Though preſſed with afilictons, 
their ſouls overflowed with joy; and even in the deep- 
eſt poverty, they ſignalized themſelves by the abun- 
dance of their liherality -. When the fr/# converts B = 
LIEVED, the change in their behaviour was ſo remark- 
able, the hotinefs. of their lives. ſo exemplary, that 
they won the favour, and commanded. the reſpect, of 
all the people . —In ſhort, it is as impoſſible for the 


* Eph. li 19. + Rom. xi. 1. 2 Heb. vi. 20. 
Adds xv. 9. + Gal. v. 6. — Lake xix. 8. 
++ 2 Cor. vii, 2. Here is, eſpecially in the original, as fine 
an antitheſis, perhaps, as ever was penned. Since my laſt 
notes. were ſo copious, ſhall forego the pleaſure of particu- 
lapizing the beauties of this clauſe. I leave it to the lover of 
facred literature, to. admire the apoſtle's expreſſion, to be 
charmed. with the. ſpirit. of the Macedonian believers, and to 
derive edification from both, | META 
| == Acts. ü. 47. 
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in his meridian ſphere, and not to diſſipate 

kneſs, or diffuſe light; as for faith to exiſt in the 
— "A not exalt the temper, and meliorate the 
wy quct.— That my dear Theron may be eſtabliſhed in 
2 may increaſe in faith, may abound in faith, is the 
4 Fry affectionate wiſh that thought can ſuggeſt, or 
gendſbip adopt. May his faith therefore be eſtabliſh- 
A the mountain-oaks, increaſe like the progreſ- 
five ſtream, till it ſpreads and abounds like the over- 
flowing flo * 

* Theſe images we may venture to 


d from the apoſtle ; Fbamrror wry i Col. ii. 
2 2 Phil. i. 45 uripaugarti n r, 2 Theſſ. i. 3. 
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I intended to have cloſed my letter, and confirm- 
ed my point, by a very memorable ſtory. But hows» 
ever your patience may perſevere, my time fails, and 
my hand is weary. The next poſt, if nothing unex- 
pected intervenes, ſhall bring you the ſequel. May it, 
when brought to my friend, be as à nail faſtened in a 


ſure place, and give the rivet of conviction to all theſe 


important truths !—In the mean time, or rather at all 
times, I remain - 


Cordially and invariably yours, 
 ASPASI1Os 


DOCIIOOECEEEECOOBNRRonnnn]Y 


ET 


. ASPASI0O 


Dear T HERON, 
AITH in the imputed righteouſneſs of FESUS 
CHRIST is a fundamental principle, in that 
jnvaluable ſyſtem of ſacred and divine philofophy,— 
Tyr GosPEL : by which the heavenly TEACHER 
is continually training up millions of rational and im- 
mortal creatures, for the true perfection of their na- 
ture; for the final fruition of their GOD; Or, in o- 
ther words, for a ſtate of conſummate happineſs and 
everlaſting exaltation.—In this ſchool, may you and I 
de humble ſludents, and daily proficients / While others 
are ambitious of glittering diſtinctions, and ſounding 
titles, may it be our higheſt aim, our greateſt glory, 
to anſwer the charatter—of BEL! EVERS: By this 
character, the ſupreme L ORD diſtinguiſhes his cho- 
ſen people, and denominates the heirs of ſalvation, — 
This character ſtands faireſt in the book of life, and 
brighteſt in the annals of eternity.— This character, 
however neglected or diſeſteemed among men, will be 
3 and had in honour, when the pompous 
names of /Jateſman and generaliſjimo are known no more. 
As faith is of ſuch tingular and extenſive efficacy in 
genuine Chriſtianity, methinks, I would have all aur 
meditations terminate on its glorious abject, and be 
calculated to ie rate ſo beneficial a principle. When 
ve reflect on that ſtupendous act, the creation of the 
world out of nothing; let us remember, it was Hd 
act, who obtained eternal redemption for us. 
contemplate that immenſe theatre of wonders, the 
heavens and their ſhining hoſts z let us not forget, that 
they are all HIS works, who brought in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs for us. Do we turn our thaughts to the 
occan, that ſpacious and magniſicent canal, which co- 
vers more than half the globe? It was formed by 
HIS word, and is obedient to HIS will, who /aved 
us, and waſhed us from our fins in his own blood. Do 
we take a view of the earth, that ou and inex- 
hauſtible magazine, which furniſhes ſuch a multipli- 
city of conveniencies for ſo many millions of erea- 
tures? It is all HIS property, and wholly at H1$ 
diſpoſal, who emptied * himſelf for our ſake, and bad 
not 2where to lay his head. — For thus faith the inſpired 
philoſopher, thu# ſaith the oracle of revelation, A// 
things were made BY him, and FOR him t. 2 4 
The great CRE AT OR has enriched this habitable 
globe with a profuſion of good. He has adorned it 
with a variety, an order, and a beauty, which are 
perfectly charming. He has ennobled it with a dignity, 
2 ſublimity, and a grandeur, which are at once de- 
| lightful and aſtoniſhing. . In all this, reaſon cannot 
but diſcern a clear manifeſtation of power, a bright 
_ diſplay of wiſdom, and a rich demonſtration of be- 
nignity.— But will-the CREATOR himſelf vouch- 
lite to be made fleſh, on purpoſe that he may obey and 
* kauen aden, Phil, ii. 7. I Col. l. 16. 


When we 


Macedonia and Achaia into ſubjection to the 


to THERON. 


die for his guilty creatures ? This is what ncither the 
utmoſt penetration of men, nor the very ſuperior in- 
telligence of angels, could ever have demonſtrated, 
diſcovered, or conceived, This exceeds whatever the 
elements have produced, whatever the fun has beheld, 
as much as the extent and magnificence of the plane- 
tary ſyſtem exceed the dimenſions and the furniture of 
2 ſhepherd's hut.— To reveal this, is the bleſſed pecus» + 
liarity of the goſpel. To know and believe this, is 
the diſtinguiſhing prerogative of a Chriſtian. To ap- 
ply this, to dwell upon this, to connect this with all our 
obſervations of the univerſe, ſhould be our favourite 
and hahitual employ, This will improve wonder in- 
to devotion, and raiſe the entertainments of ſcience 
into the joy of ſalvation, This will render every 
philoſophical ſpeculation a ſtrengthener of our faith; 
and make the various ſcenes of nature, a guide to 
grace, and a ſtep to glory. When this is done, then 
all things attain their proper end; and as they are by 
CHRIST, ſo they are for CHRIST. 
am to eſtabliſh the point by inconteſtable fact, not 
to embelliſh it by looſe. harangue. With pleaſure 1 
addreſs myſelf to diſcharge the abligation; and ex- 
emplity, in a very memorable inſtance, the pater of 
faith on religious ice.—From whence ſhall I fetch 
my exemplification? From the memoirs of the inde» 
fatigable apoſtle of the Gentiles? Here 1 find one, 
malt conciſely, and at the fame time moſt forcibly 
diſplayed. | 
After theſe things were ended, ſays the facred hiſto- 
rian, Paul purpaſed in the ſpirit, when he had aſſed 
through Macedonia and Achata, ts go te Jeruſalem, ſaying, 
After I have been there, I muft alſo jee Rome *, — Who 
can obſerve, and not admire, this plain unambitious 
manner of relating a feries of labours, the maſt ſig+ 
nally ſucceſsful, and moſt extenfively uſeful? Nos 
thing in human conduct ever ſurpaſſed the Sue of 
the one, and perhaps nothing in hiſtorical compoſition 
ever equalled the /implicaty of the other. | 
St Pat hid already reduced Z e and 4% to the 
obedience of CHRIST. He already 1 
goſpel; 


He had lon o erected the ſtandard, and fpread the 
triumphs = Gariſtianity, in the regions af Arabia. 
Vet, as if be had hitherto achieved n 
his forces towards FJerigſalem. Then he marks aut 
Rome for the ſeat of his ſpiritual Warfare. After this 
he forms the fame beneficent nog pp Sgain - in- 
cluding, in his comprehenſtve plan, the metropolis 
and the boundaries f of the known world. The uni- 
— * AQs xix. 21. l 7 

+ Spain was then fappoſed io be the boundary of the wefern, 

as the Ganges was reckoned the extremi ot this ern world. 
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verſe is but juſt large enough, to be the ſcene of his 


action ; he never diſcontinues the charitable campaign, 


but with the laſt breath of his life; and he ſpeaks of 
this unintermitted courſe of arduons and dangerous 
ſervices, as if he was only going to make ſome friend- 
ly vi/it, or join in a party of innocent pleaſure ; After 
I have been at Feruſalem, I muſt alfo 150 Nome *. 
Which of your Alexanders, which of your Cæſars, 
which of all the heroes renowned in Grecian or Roman 
ſtory, can vie with the zeal and magnanimity of this 
or, deſpiſed tent maker? fo 1 that he was con- 
Hrained to work with his own hands, tor a morſel of 
bread ; ſo deſpiſed, that he was frequently treated 
the offscouring of all things. Notwithſtanding 
theſe diſcouragements, what did he not attempt, what 
did he not accompliſh, for the honour of his M A- 
STER, and the good of his fellow-creatures ?—He 
embarks in a ſhallop ; he has neither thield nor ſpear ; 
yet he purpoſes to command the ocean, and conquer 
the globe. What greatneſs of foul was here! he ex- 
pes 4 nothing but poverty, contempt, and death; 
yet his heart is big with the hope of enriching, en- 
nobling, and ſaving ages and generations, What be- 
nevolence of temper was this! — Should you inquire 
concerning this illuſtrious champion of the croſs, Who 
were his potent auxiliaries? None but the divine 
SPIRIT.—What were his mighty weapons? No- 
thing but the word of truth and grace.—Whence pro- 
ceeded his intrepid, his enterprizing, his all-conquer- 
ing reſolution? Only from faith, a lively faith in 
JESUS CHRIST. | 
This, I think, is a fufficient confirmation of my 
doctrine, —Nevertheleſs I have another inſtance to pro- 
duce; one that was exhibited in an age, when the 
glorious object of our faith ſhone with dim luſtre 
and with diſtant beams; yet it may juſtly be admired, 
and will hardly be eclipſed, by the moſt enlightened 
among the Chriſtian ſaints.— To keep you no longer 
in ſuſpenſe, the caſe, 1 mean, is that which N re- 
cords, and the apoſtle celebrates. By FA1TH Abra- 
ham, when he was tried, offered up Iſaac ; and he that had 
received the promiſes, offered up bis only begotten ſon 1.— 


as 


As this is ſo ſingular an example of the efficacious 
Omnibus in terris que ſunt a Gadibus uſque 
Auroram et Gangen. Ju v. Sat. X. 


I am quite charmed, I muſt confeſs, with this very ſimple, 
but inconiparably-gallant manner of the apoſtle's ſpeaking. Far 
beyond all the pomp of panegyric, it diſplays the hero. 

When a handful of Spartans undertook to defend the paſs 
of Thermopyle aganſt the whole army of Perſia; ſo prodigious, 
it was reported, were the multitudes of the Perſians, that 
the very flight of their arrows would intercept the ſhj- 
ning of the ſun. Then, ſaid Dieneces one of the Spartan lead- 
ers, we ſhall have the advantage of fighting in the ſhade.— 
Juſt before the battle of Agincourt, news was brought to King 
Henry's camp, that the French were exceedingly numerous, and 
would take the field with more than fix times the number of 
the Engliſh troops. To which the brave Captain Gam im- 
mediately replied, It it ſo? Then there are enough to be cut in 
pieces, enough to be taken priſoners, and enough to run away. 
—A commanding officer, I think, among the royaliſts, be- 
ing beſieged by the parliamentary forces, was ſummoned. to ſur- 
render the caſtle. The ſummons he rejected, and treated 
with contempt. Upon this, the enemy threatened, that, if 
he perſiſted in his reſolution, the walls ſhould, without far- 
ther delay, be battered to the ground. What if they are! 
was his anſwer, I am not #bliged to rebuild them. 

Such calm and undaunted ſentiments, amidſt circumſtances 
of the moſt imminent danger, argue an uncommon fortitude 
and ſuperiority of mind. But, if we conſider the nature of 
the apoſtle's enterprize ; that it was nothing leſs than an o- 
pen attack on the empire of Satan; a declared war againft 
the whole idolatrous world; all which was to be attended 
with perſecution and impriſonment, was to end in martyr- 
dom and death; —if we conſider this, I believe, nothing will 
appear, at once ſo humble and ſo exalted, ſo modeſt yet 
ſo magnanimous, as the turn and air of his expreſſion ; After 
J have been at Jeruſalem, I muſt alſo ſee Rome. | 
$4: . Ads XX+ 23. 22 1 Heb. xi. 17. 
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of the moſt high GOD; favoured with peculi 
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and triumphant operation of faith ; un 

. ; ualled 
nation ot the world, or under any ifpen tie pn 
ligion; you will give me leave to dwell a lit] re- 
ſfoinc of its marvellous circumſtanccs. n 


Abraham was an eminent and diſtiaguiſhed ſervant 


f _ | 2 0 ar 14. 
nifeſtations of the divine will, and dignified with tha 


honourable title of his MAKER's friend * * 
even this man is haraſſed with a long ſuccc on — 
troables; and, which was reckoned in ; 4 
moſt deplorable calamity, goes childleſs +. 

Long he waits, worſhipping G0 D with the moſt 
patient reſignation. At length, an oracle from tl 
LORD gives him hope, gives him aſſurance of : 
ſon. Joytully he receives the promiſe, and refs A 
humble expectation of its accompliſhment. — Several 
years run their rounds, but no pleaſing infant pratties 
in his arms, or is dandled upon his knees, At la 
the handmaid becomes pregnant. But what a %. 
pointment was here! This is the ſon of the bond-wo. 
* not 4 the free. 

ow afllicting the caſe of this exccllent l 
His kinsfolk and acquaintance ſee their ns 
flouriſhing round about their tables. Even his un- 
godly neighbours have children at their deſire, aud 
cave the reſidue of their ſubſtance for their babes 
But Abraham, the worſhipper of the ALMIGHTY. 
the favourite of heaven ;—this Abraham is deſtitute of 
an heir, to ſupport his name, to propagate his family 
and inherit the bleſling.—O the traits! to which the 
believer is ſometimes reduced! flow does a ſovereign 
Providence try his faith, as it were in a furnace of 
fire! not that it may be conſumed, but refined, aud 
come forth with augmented luſtre, to the praiſe of 
ever-faithful, all-ſufficient grace. | 

GOD is pleaſed to renew the grant, and aſſure him 
more explicitly, that Sarah ſhall have a ſon. But 
this notice comes at a very late period in life ; when 
Sarah is advanced in years, and too old, according 
to the courſe of nature, to conceive. However, the 
pious patriarch /g gers not through unbelief ; but hepes 
even againſt hope . —ls it, improbable ? is it difficult? 
nay, is it to all human appearance impoſſible? 80 
much the fitter for the exertior, and ſo much the 
more proper for the diſplay of almighty power. 

At laſt the gift ſo earneſtly deſired, is vouchſafed. 
Sarah has a child, —a ſon, -an Iſaac ; one who ſhould 
be a ſource of conſolation and delight to his parents; 
ſhould fill therr mouth with laughter ||, and their tongue 
with joy —With tender care, doubtleſs, this vleatant 
plant is reared. Many prayers are put up for his 
long life, and great happineſs, The fond parents 
watch over him, as over the apple of their pwn eye, 
Their life is bound up in the life of the lad k. 
b in grace, as he grows in ſtature. So amiable is 

is temper, and ſo engaging his behaviour, as could 
not fail of endearing him even to a ſtranger; how 
much more to ſuch indulgent parents, after ſo long 2 
ſtate of barrenneſs, and ſo many expectations ſo tre- 
quently fruſtrated. 

Now, methinks, we are ready to congratulate the 
happy ſire ; and flatter ourſelves, that his tribulations 


* 2 Chron. xx. 7. If. xlf 8. 

+ There was ſo much gall in this calamity, that it embittered 
every other ſpecies of happineſs. Vilited by this affliction, the 
patriarch could taſte no joy in his late ſignal victory; all his 
worldly proſperity was inſipid; and he ſeems to have been in- 
capable of peliſhing any other comfort ; What wilt thou give 
me, ſeeing I go childleſs? Gen. xv. 2.—I would entreat the 
reader to take particular notice of this circumſtance, It will 
have the fame effect upon the repreſentation of Abraham's 
obedience, and the whole ſeries of his difficulties, as a mag- 
niſying glaſs has upon the objects to which it is applied. 
| 1 t Rom. iv. 18. 20. h 

|| P/al. cxxvi. 2. This is the import of the Hebrew name 
Jaac. + Gen. xliv. 30. | 


thoſe ages the 
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have an end: chat the Norms which ruffled the noon 
of life, are blown over; and the evening of his age is 
becoming calm and ſerene.— Eut let nt hin that gird- 
th on his harneſs, boaſt himpelf, as he that putteth it 
. Our warfare on earth is never accompliſhed, 
"1 we how our head, and give up the ghoſt. The 
ſharpe!ts the ſeverelt trial is ſtill behind. G OD, the 
ſaoreme and uncontrollable GOD, demands the child, 
„is the will of heaven, that he make his exit, juſt as 
he arrives at manhood. = Where now, Abraham, are 
« all thy pleaſing proſpects? How often didſt thou 
4 ſay, in thy fond delighted heart, This ſame ſhall 
« comfort us concerning our trouble f? Many have been 
6 my ſarrows ; but this child ſhall dry up my tears, 
« and bring me to my grave in peace.—Alas! this 

„ lovely flower is to be cut down, in its faireſt, full- 
« elt bloom. All thy ſhining hopes are overcaſt in a 
„ moment.“ | | 

Abraham t, ſays GOD.—Abraham knows the voice. 
ſt i; the voice of condeſcending goodneſs, He had 
often heard it with a rapture of delight.—Inſtantly he 
replies, . Here I am. Speak, LORD; for thy ſer- 
« vant is all attention :** hoping, no doubt, to receive 
ſome freſh manifeſtation of the divine good-will to 
hicelf and his family; or ſome new diſcovery of the 
method, in which the divine wi/dom would accompliſh 
{he promiſes, 1 will ww? thy ſeed ; I will make thy 
ſeed as the duſt of the earth and in thy ſeed ſpall all the 
families of the earth be bleſſed. ER 

Tate thy ſon ; adds GOD. And might not Abraham 
reaſonably expect, that, ſince his fon was advanced to 
years of maturity, he ſhould be directed how to ſettle 
im in the world with honour and advantage, where 
to find 2 virtuous and fruitful partner of his bed? — He 
i; commanded, not barely to take his ſor, but his on/ 
fon ; his ſon aac; whom he loved. How muſt theſe 
affecting images awaken all that ſoft complacency, and 
Al that tender triumph, which are known only to the 
fondly-feeling heart of a parent! Muſt not ſuch an 
introduction, ſo remarkably endearing, heighten his 
expectation af ſome ſignal mercy, to be conferred on 
the beloved youth; and would it not render the bleſſ- 
ing peculiarly acceptable, more than doubly welcome 

Tas he not then ſtartled ? was he not horribly a- 
mazed, when, inſtead of ſome renewed expreſſion of 
the divine favour, he received the following orders ? 
Tate now thy ſon, —thy only ſon, —IJaac,—whom thou lo- 
weſt ;—and get thee into the land of Moriah, and offer 
him there for a burnt-offering, upon one of the mountain, 
which I will tell thee ,.. 

Was ever meſſage ſo alarming? each word more 
piercing to parental ears, than the keeneſt dagger to 

e heart. Every clauſe brings an additional load of 
miſery ; till the whole command ſwells into the moſt 

accumulated and aggravated wo. 5 

Abrabam, take thy fen. Who but Abraham could 
have forbore remonſtrating and pleading, on ſuch an 
occafion ?4zanias, being charged with a commiſſion 
to Saul the perſecutor, takes upon him to argue the 

caſe with his almighty SOVEREIGN: LORD, I 

have heard by many concerning this man, how much evil 

he hath done to thy ſaints at Jeruſalem; and here be 


LE r. XI. 


* ; Kings xx. 11. + Gen. v. 29. 

} Phe brag nh which the inſpired hiſtorian introdu+ 
ces this affecting narrative, is onbapply ranſlated in our Bibles, 
on r 703 GOD did temp? Abraham. This expreſſion 
ems, more than feems to claſh with the doctrine of St amet, 
chap. i. ver. 13. ; and cagnot but ſound harſh to thoſe ears, 
Which have been accuſtomed to underſtand by tempter and 

tempting, perſons utterly odious, and practices extremely per- 
nicious.—Whereas, the true and natural ſignification of the 
original is, he tried or .explored. G0 D ſounded the depth, 
and meaſured the height of his ſervant's faith, in order to e- 
rect an everlaſting monument of the victorlous efficacy of chis 

ſacred principle, and exhibit an illuſtrious pattern to all chem 
who ſhould hereafter believe. . | 

I Sen. àxii. 2. 
No XIV. ; 
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hath authority from the chief prieſts, to bind all that call 
2 thy name *. Sure, it cau. never be ſafe or eæpe- 

ient to preſent myſelf voluntarily before him, wha 
came hither breathing out threatenings and flaughter 
againſt me. What is this but to egurt danger; and 
run with open into ruin? Thus A4nanes : and 
with how much greater appearance of reaſon might 
Abraham have replied ? n 

4 LORD, ſhall I loſe my child? loſe him, almoſt 
& as ſoon as I have received him? Didſt thou give 
« him, only to tantalize thy ſervant ? — 
“ gracious G QD, the name he bears. How ſhall he 
4 anſwer its chearing import? how ſhall he be a ſource 
of ſatisfaction to his parents, or the father of many 
<« nations, if thou takeſt him away in his unmarried 
<* ſtate, and the very prime of his years? | 
lf fin lies at the door, let me exprate the guilt; 
* Let thouſands of rams, let every bullock in my 
e ſtalls, bleed at thy altar. My wealth, blefled LORD; 
* and all my goods, are nothing in compariſon of my 
* 1/aac. Command me to be ſtript of my poſſeſſions; 
* command me to roam, as a fugitive and a vagabond 
*in the earth; and I will magnify thy holy name. 
«© Only let my child, my dear child be ſpared. 

„Or, if nothing will appeaſe thy —— but 
© human blood, let my death be the ſacriſice. Upon 
me be the vengeance, I am old and grey-headed. 
„The beſt of my days are paſt, and the beſt of my 
% ſervices done. If this tottering wall tumbles, there 
<« will be little or no cauſe for regret. But, if the 
e pillar of my houſe, and the foundation of my hopes, 
« —if be be ſnatched from me, what good will my 
„life do me? Q my ſon! my ſon! would GOD I might 
“ die for thee t | Med 
elt it muſt be a blooming youth, in the lower of 
« his days, be pleaſed, moſt merciful GOD, to ſelect 
the victim from ſome fruitful family. There are 
& thoſe who abound in children; Children are mul- 
„ tiphed unta them; and though many were remo- 
& ved, yet would their table be full. There are thoſe 
«© who Ä flocks and herds; whereas I have only 
« this one little lamb f, the very ſolace of my. ſoul; 
« and the ſtay of my declining years; and ſhall this 
© be taken away, while all % e are left?“ 1 | 

Yes, Abraham; it is thy ſon, and not another's, 
that is marked for the victim. What diſtreſs, had he 
not been ſupported by faith, what exquiſite diſtreſs 
muſt have overwhelmed this affectionate parent! How 
could he refrain from crying out, and. with a flood of 
tears? If the decree eatinot be reverſed; if it muſt 
c he the fruit of my on body, O!] that I/amael, che 
« ſon of the handmaid How ſhall I ſpeak it? my 
* heart bleeds at the thought; at the thought even of 
& his expiring agonies, and untimely deaths But as 
e for 1/aac, the ſon of my beloved ſpouſe, the fon of 
c my old age, the crown of all my labours;—how ? 
% how ſhall I ſurvive ſuch a loſs? The blow that goes 
& to his heart, muſt be fatal ta us both. S g! 

„ Yet, if he mu/# die, and there is no rem 
«© may he not at leaſt expire hy a natural diſſolution 
« May not forme common diſtemper unlooſe the cords 
« of life, and lay him down gently in the tomb? May 
% not his fond mother and myſelf ſeal his 
6c Cys, and ſoften his dying pangs by dur tender 0 
& fices?” x 


No, Abraham. Thy ſon muſt: be | 


+:i vs © 
Paughtered on the 
altar. He ſhall have no other bed of death, than tho 
pile of hewn wood; no other winding ſheet, than his 
own clotted gore. The ſacrificing-knife, and not any 
common diſeaſe, ſhall bring him to his end. And 
think not to ſatisfy thy ſorrowing fondneſs,” by pays 
ing him the laſt honours of à decent intermderit. . It ig 
the L O R.D's will, that: he be eut in pieces, cenſured 


4. 
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to aſhes, and made a burnt-offering : ſo that * 
ſhall remain, to be preſerved, or embalmed. It ſha 
not be in thy power to ſooth thy grief, by reſorting 
to his grave, and weeping at his ſepulchre, and ſay- 
ing. Here lies Iſaac. 

« But if all muſt be executed, G OD = theſe 
« eyes may never behold the diſmal tragedy! If my 
% Iſaac muſt be bound hand and foot for the ſlaugh- 
« ter, if he muſt receive the ſteel into his boſom, and 
« yelter in his own innocent blood, heaven forbid, 
« that I ſhould behold ſo killing a ſpectacle !”” 

Even this mitigation cannot be granted. Thou 
muſt not only be an eye-witneſs of his agony, but be 
the executioner of thy I/aac. Thy hands mult lift the 
deadly weapon ; thy hands mult point it to the beloved 
breaſt ; thy own hands muſt urge its way, through 
the guſhing veins, and ſhivering fleſh, till it be plun- 
ged in the throbbing heart. G0 D will not permit 
the work to be done by another. The father, the fa- 
ther muſt be the butcher. 

Is not the wretched father /unned and thunderſtruck? 
does he not ſtand fixed in horror, and ſpeechleſs with 
grief? What words can be mcurnful enough to ex- 
preſs his ſorrows ?—Unheard-of, ſhocking aftair ! Na- 
ture recoils at the very thought! How then can the 
beſt of fathers perform the deed ?—How ſhall he an- 
{wer it to the wife of his boſom, the mother of the 
lovely youth ?—How can he juſtify it to the world ? 
They will never be perſuaded, that the GOD of good- 
neſs can delight in cruelty, or authoriſe ſo horrid an 
action.—Will they not take up a taunting proverb, 
and ſay at every turn? © There goes the man, the mon- 
« ſter rather, that has imbrued his hands in his own 
& ſon's blood! This is he that pretends to piety, and 
« yet could be ſo ſavage, as to aſſaſſinate, coolly and 
« deliberately aſſaſſinate an only child! - Might not 
thouſands of ſuch reflections croud into his thoughts, 
and rack his very ſoul ? | 

But G OD is unchangeable. Poſitive is his word, 
and muſt be obeyed ; obeyed immediately too. Take 
now thy ſon. The LORD's command requireth 
ſpeed. No time is to be loſt, in bidding adieu to his 
relations, or in fruitleſs ſupplications for revoking the 
doom.—Nay,. chearfully as well as inſtantly muſt this 
command be fulfilled. The great JEHOVAH ex- 

&s alacrity in his ſervice. —Prodigious trial indeed! 

et not too great for a faith, which the divine S PI- 
RIT infuſes, and the divine SPIRIT ſuſtains. 

The patriarch knew full well, that obedience is no 
obedience, unleſs it be willing and chearful. There- 
fore he conſults not with fleſh and blood. He is deaf 
to the arguings of carnal reaſon, and regards not the 
yearnings of paternal affection. Without a murmuring 
word, without a moment's delay *, he ſets forward on 
His journey ; not ſo much as betraying the leaſt un- 
eaſineſs, to alarm his wife; nor heaving the leaſt ſigh, 
to ſurpriſe his attendants.—And canſt thou, Abraham, 
canſt thou perſiſt in thy 2 can thy heart firm- 
ly reſolve, can thy hand ſteadily execute, this inex- 

reflibly-ſevere taſk? Moſt triumphant faith indeed! 
Beſervedly art thou ſtyled, the father of the a bo +. 
y faith is ſtronger than all the ties of affection ; 
nger than all the pleas of nature, or all the terrors 
of death,—even of a death far more dreadful than thy 
own. 
And now muſt he travel, during three tedious, and, 
one would think, moſt melancholy days; with his 
Tſaac conſtantly before his eyes z with the bloody 
ene continually in his apprehenſions; and nething 
to divert his mind from dwelling on every bitter cir- 
cymſtance, and all the grievous conſequences.—On 


the third day, Abraham lifted up his eyes, and beheld 


afar off the appointed place, His ſervants are ordered 


For it is written, He aroſe early in the morning, ver. 3. 
| + Rom. iv. 18, 


T 0 


an aged father, 


N & B. 0-6 LET. x1 


to keep their diſtance ; while himſelf, wi 
and the knife in his hands; and his OW — 
burden of wood on his ſhoulders, went both of as . 
get her. Who does not pity the ſweet youth, toiling 
under that load, which muſt ſoon reek with his blood: 
and ſoon reduce him to afhes ?—Mean while the in. 
tended victim, wondering to ſee all theſe preparations 
made, and no proper animal near, aſks this pertinent 
queſtion ; My father, behold the fire and the woog ! but 
where is the lamb for a burnt-offering *—S$ure, this en. 
dearing ſpeech, which diſcovered ſuch a knowled 
of religion, and ſuch a concern for its duties, myſt 
rouſe the father's anguiſh, and ſhake his determina- 
tion. How can he be the death of ſo much inn 
and ſo much piety ? 

Faith overcomes all diſſiculties. Unmoved and in. 


flexible, the patriarch replies, G O D «will provide him. 


ocence, 


felf a lamb for a burnt-offering, my ſon *. After this 


he diſcloſes the ſtrange, the ſtartling ſecret : «+ Thou 
« thyſelf, my dear child, art deſtined to this purpoſe. 
„Ihe GOD who beſtowed thee on my longing de- 
« fires, is pleaſed to require thee again at my hand. 
« The LORD gave, and the LORD taketh away 

“ let us both adore the name of the LORD. Let 
« us confide in his promiſed goodneſs, and unani- 
% moully profeſs, Though he /lay me, yet will I truſt in 
& him.” — It does not appear, that the amiable youth 
refiſted or gainſaid. He had ſtrength enough to op- 
poſe, and ſpeed enough to eſcape , the attempts of 
Either or both of which, the law of 
ſelf-preſervation might ſeem to diQate, and the light 
of reaſon to juſtify. But /aac knew, that his father 
was a prophet. In this prophetical character, he ſees 
and acknowledges the warrant of heaven. And fince 
his CREATOR calls, he is content to go.—Ex- 
cellent aac who does not admire thy courage? 
who 1s not charmed with thy reſignation ? and muſt 
we, in a few minutes, muſt we ſee thee a pale, a 
bloody, a breathleſs corpſe? . 

Methinks, I ſhudder as we draw near the direful 
cataſtrophe. The altar is built; the wood laid in or- 
der; all things are ready for the ſolemn ſervice; and 
Iſaac offers his willing throat to the knife. — Never- 
theleſs, that the work of deſtiny may be ſure, and no 
one particular relating to a ſacrifice omitted, Abraham 
binds his ſon. I have known a ſtubborn malefactor, 
quite unalarmed, when ſentenced to the ignominious 
treee ; not at all impreſſed with the moſt awful repre- 
ſentations of eternal judgment: yet, when a perſon 
came to meaſure him for his cn, the hardened wretch 
was hard no longer. He ſtarted, turned pale, and 
trembled in every joint. — Even ſuch a circumſtance 
makes no impreſſion on Abraham ; neither alters his 

urpoſe, nor changes his countenance. He meaſures 
is //aac ;. meaſures thoſe limbs, which he had fo fre- 
quently and ſo tenderly careſſed; and if not for the 
coffin, yet for immediate ſlaughter. 
Having bound him,—ſurpriling reſolution !—boun 


* Abraham in this anſwer, like many of the other prophets 
in their predictions, ſeems not to have thoroughly underſtood the 
import of his own words, What he himſelf meant, I appre- 
hend, is repreſented in the paraphraſe of his ſpeech. Yet GOD 
ſo over-ruled his tongue, that it more fully expreſſed the di- 
vine decree, than the parental idea. 


G OD will provide himſelf a lamb for a burnt-offering, my 


ſon. Thus the words are placed in the Hebrew. My ſon comes 


laſt, and cloſes the reply ; that the tender accents may be left 
to vibrate on the father's ear, and the dear diſtreſſing image 
continue playing before his mind. —This,. I think, is a delicacy 
not to be overlobked, and increaſes the pathos of the narra- 
tive. | 

+ According to Foſephus, Iſaac was, when he ſubmitted 
himſelf to the flaughter, about twenty-five years old. Others 
think, his age was thirty-three ; which makes him more ex- 
actly reſemble his ſuffering LORD. Then his father muſt 
be above a hundred and thirty years old. Either account will 
juſtify A/paſio's ſuppoſition, Php 


en 


; the ſword and for the flame, he lays him upon 
. on the wood. There, now, lies 1/aac ; the 
dear, the dutiful, the religious 1/aac / Abraham's joy; 
Sarah's delight ; the heir of the promiſes ! there he 
lies, all meck and reſigned ; expecting, every moment, 
the ſtroke of death to fall. — O parents! parents! do 
not your bowels yearn ? 1s not humanity itſelf diſtreſſ- 
ed at the ſcene? Say, thou who art a father, what 
thinkeſt thou of Abraham's obedience? couldſt thou, to 
fuch a ſon, have acted ſuch a part? 

Sce! the father, reſolute to the very laſt; unſheaths 
the murdering blade; makes bare the innocent boſom; 
and marks the place, where life may find the ſpeedieſt 
exit, His heart is fixed! he ſtretches his arm; and 
now, even now is aiming the mortal blow ;—when,— 
rejoice O ye worſhippers of a gracious GOD! break 
forth into ſinging, ye that are in pain for the tried 

rent! the LORD almighty interpoſes, in this ar- 
ticle of extreme need . The ANGEL of the co- 
venant ſpeaks from heaven, and with-holds the lifted 
hand, in the very act to ſtrike. GOD, who only 
intended to manifeſt his faith, and make it honourable, 
hids him deſiſt. G OD applauds his obedience; ſub- 
ſtitutes another ſacrifice in Haac's ſtead ; renews his 
covenant with the father; and not only reprieves the 
life of the ſon, but promiſes him a numerous and il- 
luſtrious iſſue; promiſes to make him the progenitor 
of the MESSIAH, and thereby a public bleſſing to 
all the nations of the earth. 

Tell me now, Theron, was there ever ſuch an aſto- 
niſhing effort of obedience ? ſuch a perfect prodigy of 
reſignation? YET THIS HATH FAITH DONE Þ+, 
If you ſhould aſk, How was it poſſible for Abraham 
to perform all this, in the manner deſcribed? The 
anſwer is obvious: Becauſe Abraham BELIEVED; or, 
in other words, was fully perſuaded, that the GOD, 
who had given him this ſon from the barren womb, 
was able to raiſe him again from the ſmoking | aſhes. 


Lr r. XI. 


* Upon this moſt ſeaſonable interpoſition, the inſpired hi- 
ſtorian makes a very judicious and edifying remark ; which 
ſeems to be greatly obſcured, if not entirely ſpoiled, by our 
tranſlation ; In the mount of the LO RD it ſhall be ſeen, I muſt 
confeſs, I have always been puzzled to find, not only a pertinent 
ſenſe, but any ſenſe at all, in theſe words. Whereas the ori- 
ginal is as clear in its fignification, as it is appoſite to the pur- 
pole r 12 ARM In the mount the LORD will be ſeen ; 
or In the mount the LO R D will provide. q. d. This me- 
* morable event gave riſe to, at leaſt is an eminent exemplifi- 
cation of, that proverbial expreſſion, which is commonly 
* uſed at this day. In the mount of difficulty, or in the very 
* criſis of need, when matters ſeem to be irretrievable and 
* deſperate, then the LORD appears as a preſent help. 
Man's ©xtremity in GOD 's opportunity.“ See Gen. xxii. 14. 

+ Heb. xi. 17. By faith, Abraham, when he was tried, of- 
fered up ſaac he faith, of which ſuch glorious things are 
ſpo-n, „ which ſuch admirable achievements are aſcribed, 
thro1gh10 A: this whole chapter, was a faith in “ the ſeed of 
* the woman,” the promiſed MESSIA H.—Or, could it be 
demonſtrated, (which, I will venture to conclude, is impoſſible), 
that, in all theſe heroic inſtances of obedience, there was no 
believing regard to CHRIST; no apprehenſion of his un- 
ſpeakable love; no application of his tranſcendent merits ; 
our argument would not loſe its force, but ſtrike with redou- 
bled energy. For, if a belief in very inferior manifeſtations of 
the divine goodneſs, faithfulneſs, and power, wrought ſo effi- 
caciouſly on thoſe ancient worthies ; how much more victori- 
ouſly muſt the ſame principle act, under far brighter diſplays 
of all the ſupreme perfections, in the perſon of JESUS 
CHRISTA would only add, that ſo long as this chapter 
remains in the Bible, it will furniſh an unanſwerable confuta- 
ton of thoſe objections, which ſuppoſe the doctrine of faith 
to have an unkindly influence on religious or virtuous practice. 
Againſt all ſuch cavils, it will and faſt for evermore as the 
moon, and as the faithful witneſs in heaven. | 
f He ſeems to have expected not only the certain, but 
immediate reſtoration of his ſlain ſon ; that he ſhould be revi- 
ved on the very ſpot, before he left the place, ſo as to accom- 
pany his return. For he ſays to his ſervants, Not , but we will 
go, and worſhip, and return. MANI ver. 5. 


T0 Tr 18. 315 
—As the ſame G O D, who required this ſacrifice, had 
expreſsly declared, In Iſaac ſhall thy ſeed be called, 
the patriarch doubted not, but the promiſe would, in 
a way known, to infinite wiſdom, be punctually ac- 
compliſhed. Hence he made no diſpute, and felt no 
reluctance. His faith baniſhed every uneaſy appre- 
henſion, and neither fear nor ſorrow had place in his 
breaſt: By faith he was enabled, /peed:ly and chear- 
Fully, without ſo much as a parting tear *, to obey 
this unparallelled precept. 

And if all this, which would otherwiſe have been 
utterly impracticable, was wrought by faith ; you need 
not ſuſpect, of weakneſs and inſuſſiciency, ſo approved 
a principle. Far from enervating, it will mvigorate 
every good diſpoſition ; and inſtead of damping, will 
give lite to every religious duty.—Cheriſh faith, and 
you will of courſe cultivate obedience. Water this 
root, and the branches of univerſal godlineſs will aſ- 
ſuredly partake the beneficial effects; will ſpread their 
honours, and bring forth their fruits. — Through the 

er of faith, the ſaints have wrought righteouſneſs, 
in all its magnanimous and heroic as. —The doctrine 
of faith is called by St Paul, a doctrine according to 
godlineſs ; exquilitely contrived to anſwer all the 
ends, and ſecure every intereſt of real piety. — The 
grace of faith St Jude ſtyles, our moſt holy. faith f ; 
intimating, that it is not only productive of holineſs, 
but that the moſt refined and exalted holineſs ariſes 
from this ſtock. 75 

Let us then be diligent to exerciſe, and careful to 
increaſe, faith in FESUS CHRIST. Let us main- 
tain the ſame zealous ſolicitude for this leading capital 

ce, as the renowned Epaminondas expreſſed for his 

eld. When that gallant 8 was, in an engage- 
ment with the enemy, ſtruck to the ground; his el. 
diers carried him off, breathleſs and fainting, to his 
tent. The very moment he opened his eyes, and re- 
covered the uſe of ſpeech, he aſked—not whether his 
wound was mortal? not whether his troops were 
routed? but whether his ſhield was ſafe ?—May we be 
enabled, my dear friend, to keep our ſhield ſafe ! 
May we be ſtrong, be ſteady, be lively in faith! Then, 
I doubt not, we ſhall give glory to G OD, receive 
comfort to ourſelves, and abound in the works of the 


LORD. 


* This account is ſo very extraordinary, that I ſhall not 
be ſurpriſed, if the reader finds ſome difficulty in giving his aſ- 
ſent to it: eſpecially, as he may have accuſtomed himſelf to 
form very different conceptions of this remarkable affair ; and 
may poſſibly be confirmed in a different train of ideas, by ſee- 
ing a repreſentation of the ſtory in a celebrated print : where 
the father appears, claſping his ſon in a tender embrace ; be- 
dewing him with his tears; and ſuffering as much through 
grief, as the devoted youth is going to ſuffer by the knife. 
But the engraver, I apprehend, had not ſo attentively exami- 
ned the circumſtances of the ſacred narrative, nor fo carefully 
compared them with other paſſages of ſcripture, as a judicious 
and worthy friend of mine; from whom I learned to conſider 
this wonderful tranſaction in the above-repreſented view. And 
I muſt confeſs, the more I revolve it in my mind, the-more I 
am convinced of its propriety. | 

I flatter myſelf, the reader will be of the ſame opinion, if 
he pleaſes to conſult the tenth chapter of Leviticus ; where 
Nadab and Abihu, the ſons of Aaron, are devoured by fire 
from before the LORD. Yet Aaron is not allowed to mourn, 
even at ſuch a terrible and afflitive viſitation, And when, 
through the frailty of human nature, he could not wholly re- 
frain, he durſt not preſume to eat of the ſin-offering. Such 
things, ſays he, have befallen me, if I had eaten of the ſin-offer-. 
ing, ſbould it have been accepted in the ſight of the LO RD/— 
Let me add, that we find not the leaſt indication of fuch ago- 
nizing ſorrow, nor indeed of any ſorrow at all, in the hiſtory 
as related by Moſes. - Neither could Abraham have been a pro- 
per type of the eternal FATHER, making his only begot- 
ten SON a ſacrifice for fin, if he had not willingly offered up 
Iſaac. Indeed to offer willingly, ſeems to have been abſolute- 

neceſſary, in every acceptable oblation, and every religiaug 
ice. See 2 Cor. ix. 7. 1 Chron. Xxviii. 9. — 
+ I Tun. Vi, J. I Jude 20, 0 


— —ũ³ ¶ ͤ 4 !—ö— — — ee 


— 


tl D 


Nothing can be more pertinent to my purpoſe, than 
the apoſtle's prayer; That we may know what is the 


hope of our calling in CHRIST 7 SUS, and what 


1s the exceeding greatneſs of his power to themward whos 
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T is very 2 while I am reading yours, you 
are peruſing mine. But how unlike is my friend 

to the repreſentation he receives! How unlike the 
ſatisfied, unſuſpecting, chearful Abraham / Why this 
dejected air in your temper ? why thoſe penſive ſtrokes 
in your letter — Let me anticipate your reply, and 
mk anſwer to myſelf. —This gloom, I traſt, is a ſign 
of approaching day. Juſt before the morning dawn, 
the nocturnal darkneſs is blackeſt. And juſt before 
the appearance of the SUN OF RIGHTEOUS- 
NESS, the penitent's diſtreſs is frequently the deep- 
eſt. I promiſe myſelf, the hour is at hand, which will 
put off your ſackcloth, and gird you with gladneſs. 

Another favourable preſage is, that you take the 
direct and certain way to obtain ſubſtantial comfort. 
The righteouſneſs of our LORD FESUS CHRIST, 
after which you inquire, about which you are ſolici- 
tous, is a never-failing ſpring of conſolation : becauſe 
it acquits from all fin ; ſecures from all condemnation; 
and renders the believer unblameable and unreprovable 
in the ſight of GOD. Therefore ſays the HOLY 
GHOST, His name 1s as ointment poured forth * ; 
even that divinely- precious name,—by which he has 
been celebrated in the preceding epiſtles ; by which 
he is diſtinguiſhed in the ſcriptures of truth; by 
which, I hope, he will be more and more revealed in 
my Theron's mind, T H E LORD OUR RIGH- 
TEOUSNESS. The diſcovery of him under this 
moſt amiable and glorious capacity, will indeed be like 
breaking open a vial of the richeſt unguents : which 
not only fill the room, and regale the ſenſe, with 
their delightful fragrance ; but refreſh the ſpirits, and 
refoice the very heart. Might my writing, or my diſ- 
courſe, be as the alabaſter- box to contain, to convey, 
and preſent theſe reviving odours; how highly ſhould 
1 think thyſelf hononred, and how ſignally my en- 
deavours bleſſed! 

You aſk, © How this righteouſneſs of the divine 
« REDEEMER becomes ours?“ — It is a queſtion 
which I receive with the utmoſt pleaſure ; and, with 
equal pleaſure, ſhall attempt an anſwer. Or rather, 
as the SPIRIT of our GOD prompted the firſt, 
may the ſame unerring GUID E ſuggeſt the laſt !|— 
This he has abundantly done by his prophets and 
apoſtles ; ſo that I need only have recourſe to their 
writings, and collect ſome of the hints, which lie 
treaſured up in thoſe ſtorehouſes of wiſdom. = 

There we are often told of union with CHRIST, 
believers are ſaid to be in CHRIST }, and to be one 
with CHRIST j.— What is ſtill higher, and implies 
4 greater degree of nearneſs, they are members of his 
body, of his fleſh, and of his bones ||.—And, which de- 
notes the moſt intimate connection 5 They 
that are joined to the LORD FESUS, ate one ſpt- 
rit | with him!—As theſe expreſſions appear dark, 
and their ſenſe lies deep, it has pleaſed our all-conde- 
ſeending INSTRUCT OR to illuſtrate them, * 
variety of ſignificant types, and lively ſimilitudes. 
This remark very opportunely reminds me of an en- 
gagemen which, ſome time ago, I undertook to exe- 
cute, but have hitherto omitted; to make it evident, 


. Cant. i. 3. + Col. i. 2. f Heb. ü. 11. 
N ; ll Eph. Vs 30. | | 


+ 1 Cor. vi. 17. 


XII. 
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that the bleſſed doctrine, for which we have b 
ing, is deducible from ſeveral ſcripture-images &. 
deſcant upon ſome of the principal will, 
once diſcharge my former obligation, and ſatisfy y,, 

preſent inquiry. | 7 A 


een plead. 


This was ſhadowed forth by the coſtly, odorifery; 

flowing unguent, poured upon Aaron's head; 28. F 
ran down upon his beard, and deſtended to the firts + 
his cloathing. So, the merits of our great HI G H 
PRIEST are derived down to all the faithful ; even 
thoſe of the meaneſt ſtation in life, and the loweſt at- 
tainments in religion. 
Was it not typiſied by that inſtructive viſion which. 
the prophet Zechariah law ? I have looked, and behylg ! 
a candleſtick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it 
and his ſeven lamps thereon, and ſeven pipes to the 1 
lamps, which were upon the top theres: and two vline. 
trees by it, one upon the right fide of the bowl, and the 
other upon the left fide theresf ; which, through two golds 
en pipes, empty the golden oil out of themſelves tf. The 
botol and the lamps were a proper emblein of believers: 
who are, by nature, dry veſſels, and deſtitute of all 
good; yet ſhould ſhine as lights, in the midſt of a 
crooked and perverſe generation.—The cli ve-trees, ar- 
rayed in verdure, and abounding with ſap; always 
emptying themſelves, yet ever full ; are a very juſt re- 
preſentation of CHRIST, of his unchangeable love, 
and his inexhauſtible grace. The golden pipes, through 
which the olive-· branches tranſmit their oil, feem to be 
figurative of faith, in its various and repeated actings. 
By theſe channels of conveyance, the unſpeakable be- 
nefits of a REDEEMER are communicated to our 
ſouls, and repleniſh thoſe empty baſons, 

Another type the apoſtle mentions : The firſt Adam, 


he ſays, was a figure of him that aas to come ||: 80 


eminent a figure, and correiponding in ſo many in- 
ſtances, that he ſtyles our LO R D 5 E SUS the laßt 
Adam 4. And why? Becauſe, like the firſt, he was 2 
covenant-head to his people, and tranſacted in their 
ftead. Inſomuch that what he did, and what he fuf- 
fered, both are placed to their account. Is Adam's lin 
imputed to all his natural offspring? So is CHRIST's 
righteouſneſs to all his ſpiritual ſeed. —The conſequen- 
ces of both render the doctrine more intelligible, and 
thetruth more undeniable. All men are judged, condemn- 
ed, dead + ; doomed inevitably to the death of the bo- 
dy, and juſtly liable to the death of the ſoul, on the 
ſcore of Adam's tranſgreſſion. All believers are acquit- 
ted, juſtified, ſaved = ; ſaved from the firſt death, and 
made heirs of the refurrection; ſaved from the ſecond 
death, and entitled to life eternal, by virtue of 
CHRIS T's obedience. | r 


| * See above, p. 256, 
+ Pfal. exxxiii. 2, What we render flirts, is, in the ori- 
ginal, WTQQ rhe month, or, as the word is tranſlated (= 
xxx. 18.), the dollar of his garments, It is hardly ſuppoſible, 
that the conſecrating oil flowed down to the very bottom of che 
ſacerdotal veſtments. But it might probably reach the upper 
hem, or the opening round the neck; what the Greeks call 
ria This ſenſe will ſufficiently preſerve the gradation; 
the head; the beard; the cloaths : which ſeem to denote CHRIST; 
his more advanced faints, and believers of a lower claſs. 
1 Zech. iv. 2. 3. 12. || Rom. v. 14. | 
+ 1 Cor. xv. 45, ++ Rom. v. 15.16, = Rom. v. 19. 21. 
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This union with CHRIS TJ, was not only prefi- 

ared by types, but is diſplayed by a variety of ſimili- 
on taken from the moſt familiar occurrences of 
ute: be which it appears to be our divine MASTER's 

ill that we ſhould live under the habitual belief of 
this "momentous truth, and in the conſtant enjoyment of 
this diſtinguiſhed privilege.—You cannot vilit a friend, 
or view your children; you cannot enter your gar- 
den, diſcourſe with your ſpouſe, or contemplate your 
— body, without a repreſentation and a remembran- 
cer of this precious bleſſing, 

CHRIST ſays to his diſciples, Henceforth I call you not 
ante, but friends Xx. Friends are a ſecond felt f. St 
Paul ſpeaking of One/imus, uſes this remarkable phraſe, 
Receive him, as myſelf ; and, which is ſtill more em- 

hatical, Receive him, that is mine own bowels}. Is not 
b ARIS T's friendſhip of the moſt tender and exalted 
kind? Doubtleſs it muſt be equal, doubtleſs it muſt 
be ſaperior, infinitely ſuperior to Fonathan's,— Jona- 
tan loved David as his own ſoul. But CHRIST lo- 
ved finners with a love ſtronger than death. They 
were dearer to him than his own ineſtimable life. — 
Jonathan expoſed himſelf to imminent danger, in vin- 
dicating David's conduct, FESUS ſurrendered him- 
ſelf to certain death, in making reconciliation for our 
olfences. Jonathan interceded once and again with his 
father in David's behalf. CHRIST ever hveth, to 
plead his blood, and make interceſſion for tranſgreſ- 
ſors — Jonathan ſtripped himſelf of the robe that was 
upon lim, and gave it to David, and his garment, even 
to his ſword, and his bow, and his Hom |. Our RE- 
DEEMER, without ſtripping himſelf, has clothed us 
(ſuch is the prerogative of a divine perſon !) with the 
robe of his righteouſneſs, and with the garment of his 
ſalvation. He has conſigned over to us all the merit 
of his holy life and propitiatory death, 

CHRIST ſtands related to his people, not as a 
friend only, but as a parent. He is called by a pro- 
phet, THE EVERLASTING FATHER 4 
and we are ſaid by an apoſtle, to be his children —.— 
Children look upon themſelves, as intereſted in the 
wealth of their parents. They expect, and not with- 
out reaſonable ground, to reap beneſit from it, while 
the parents live; and to become poſſeſſors of it, when 
they die. 1 the father 5 in the goſpel, 
Son, all that I have is thine —.— Since the high and holy 
EMMANUEL vouchſafes to be our FATHER, can we 
ſuppoſe him leſs generous than an earthly parent ? or 
can we imagine that his children ſhall have leſs to 
hope, than the heirs of an earthly progenitor ? May 
we not, ought we not to regard all his communi- 
cable goods, all the beneſits reſulting from his meri- 
torious ſufferings and perfect obedience, asour portion? 
-—Eſpecially, fince he is the ter ++ allo; has be- 
queathed them to us by will ; and, having ſubmitted 
to death, they become legally ours. 

Iam theVINE, ſays our LORD, ye are the bran- 
ches =, They who believe, are ingrafted into CHRIST. 
Take notice of a cyon. What are the conſequences of 
its ingrafture ? It is embodied with the ſubſtance of the 
tree, and partakes of its fatneſs. The ſap, imbibed by 
the root, circulates into it; gives it vegetable life; 
fills it with buds, decks it with bloſſoms, and loads it 
with fruit, —If then we are one with CHRIST, as much 
as the branch is one with the ſtock, it muſt follow, 
even upon the principles of common experience, that 
his wifdom is ours, to enlighten us; his righteouſneſs is 
ours, to juſtify us; his Spirit is ours, to ſanctify us; 
8 redengtian is ours, to make us completely and e- 
ernally 


happy. 
CHRIST): is united to his people by a tie claſer and 


* John xv. 15. 
Horace calls Virgil, animæ dimidium mee. 
r Philem. 12. 17. i Sam. xvill. 4. 
} If. vi. 9, — Heb. ii. 13. —+ Luke xv. 31. 
| ++ Heb, ix. 17. = John xv. 5. 
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dearer than the parental. They are not only his chil- 
dren, but his ſpouſe. He is often called their bride- 
groom, and is not aſhamed to avow the tender engage- 
ment: I will betroth thee to me for ever. Tea, I will 
betroth thee unto me in righteouſneſs, and in judgment, and 
in loving-kindneſs, and in mercies. I will even betroth 
thee unto me in faithfulneſs *. The condeſcending 
G OD multiplies, diverſiſies, accumulates his words: 
and this, with admirable propriety, as well as ſurpaſſ- 
ing goodneſs. The honour is ſo high, and the fa- 
your ſo great, we ſhould hardly know how to believe 
it, and hardly venture to apply it. Leſt therefore, 
by a ſingle expreſſion, it ſhould not be ſufficiently e- 
ſtabliſhed, it ſtands ratified by repeated aſſeverations, 
and with all the energy of language: ſo that, be the 
grace ever ſo aſtoniſhing, we are affured, the fact is 
equally certain; he that is owr MAKER, is alſo our 
HUSBAND +. | 

Let us conſider what follows upon ſuch an union. 
We may take for an example, the caſe of Boaz and 
Ruth, Soon as their nuptials were ſolemnized, ſhe 
that was poor, became rich; from a gleaner in the 
field, ſhe commenced miſtreſs of the harveſt ; and from 
abiding by the maidens, had a ſeat at the maſter's 
table.—And if we are united to CHRIST by a mar- 
riage-contract, the ſame effects will take place. We 
that were poor, are rich in him ; we who had nothing, 
poſſeſs all things in CHRIST; we that dwell in duſt, 
are made to fit together with our divine HUSBAND 
in heavenly places f. | 

It you chuſe ſome modern exemplification, what 
can be more pertinent than the remarkable inſtance of 
your neighbour Arietta? She was lately left a widow, 
by the diſſolute and extravagant Bellario; her circum- 
ſtances miſerably embarraſſed, and the little eſtate deep- 
ly mortgaged ; her friends looked ſhy, and her credi- 
tors became clamorous ; ſcarce a day paſſed, but it 
made ſome new diſcovery of debts contracted by the 
deceaſed : ſo that the affairs of the furvivor appeared 
with a more melancholy aſpect, and in a leſs retrie- 
vable condition.—-But, having won, farſt the compaſ- 
lion, then the affection, of the wealthy and illuſtrious 
Philander ; how happily is the face of things altered ! 
All her debts devolve upon him, and all his dignity is 
derived to her ||]. He ſtands reſponſible for whatever 
ſhe awes ; and ſhe is a fharer in whatever he poſſeſſes. 
Though little leſs than ruined by her late huſband, ſhe 


is more than reſtored by her preſent ; and has reaſon 


to rejoice in his affluence, and to glory in his honours. 
Have not we alſo reaſon to rejoice in our heavenly 
BRIDEGROOM? ſince a far more glorious ex- 
change ſubſiſts between him and his myſtical ſpouſe. 
He has bore the curſe, that we may inherit the 1 4 
Sin was charged on him, that righteouſneſs might 
imputed to us. In a word, he = funtained all our 
miſeries, that he might impart to us all his benefits. — 
Has the law any demand ? It muſt go to him for fa - 
tisfaction. Have we any wants? We _— look to 
him for a ſupply; to HIM, Theron, in whom it has 
pleaſed the FATHE R, that all fulneſs ſhould dwell ++. 

It any thing can expreſs an union more intimate 
and in * 


than the conjugal, it is that of the 
members with the head. And this image is uſed by 
the HOLY GHOST, to ſhadow the connec- 


tion between CHRIST and the faithful. He is the 
head over all things, with reſpect to rule and fuprema- 

cy; but a head of union and influence, with reſpect 
-—* Hol, ii. 19. 20. + If, liv. 5. t Eph. ii. 6. 

j Ub: tu Gatus, ibi 4 g Caia, was the Roman maxim. Agree- 
ably to this rule, which has obtained among all civilized nations, 
the ſcripture calls the church by the name of her divine hu/tand. 
Compare Fer. xxili. 5. 6. with Jer. xxxili. 15, 16. 

+ The demands of the law are—perfe& obedience; Thou 
Halt ke the LORD thy GOD with all thy heart,—To which, 
in eaſe of diſobedience, is ſuperadded condign puniſhment z. 
Curſed is he that continueth net in ali things. 4 


HRE R O:N 


fo the church &. The head and the members conſtitute 
one natural body; CHRIST and his church com- 
1oſe one myſtical body. What kindneſs is done, what in- 
ö is offered to the members, the head regards them as 
done to itſelf. Accordingly, CHRIST ſays to the outra- 
geous Saul, who made havock of the church, Saul, Saul, 
why perſecuteſt thou MEH? He declares, 9 
thoſe indigent Chri/tians, to whoſe neceſſities we ad- 
miniſter relief; Inaſmuch as ye have done it unto them, 
ye have done it unto M E f. — The animal ſpirits formed 
in the head, are formed for the benefit of the whole 
body, and deſigned for the uſe of all the members. 
So the righteouſneſs wrought by FESUS CHRIST, 
is wrought out for his whole myſtical body, and in- 
tended for the advantage of all his people, to be the cauſe 
of their juſtification, and the purchaſe of their ſalvation. 
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Being then ſo nearly related, ſo cloſely united to 
the bleſſed FESU'S, it is no wonder that believers 
are now loved with the ſame fatherly love, and will 
hereafter be partakers of the ſame heavenly glory.— 
What might we not expect from the divine REDEEM- 
E R, if he vouchſafed to acknowledge but one of theſe 
endearing names ? Since he has engaged himſelf to us 
by all the ties of affinity and affection ; may we not 
promiſe ourſelves, and with the aſſurance of hope, 
every good thing; even all the fulneſs of GOD || our 
Savionr ?—Does not each of theſe tender relations, 
ſubſiſting between CHRIST and his ſaints, imply 
an entire property in one another, and a mutual par- 
ticipation of all that belongs to either ?—My beloved 
is mine, and I am his, —l dare not ſay, is the po/ey of 
the myſtical ring, — but it is the undoubted et of 
this divine union. 

How pleaſing, yet how amazing the thought! Shall 
we, who ſay to corruption, Thou art my father ; and 
to the worm, Thou art my mother and my ſiſter T; ſhall 
we be permitted to ſay, concerning the HE AD of 
all principality and power, We are members of his body, 


of his fleſh, and of his bones + What a mercy might 


we eſteem it, not to be confounded before a MA] E- 
8TY ſo exalted and ſublime ! What a favour, to obtain 
the leaſt propitious regard from the KING immortal 
and invilible! What an honour, to be admitted into 
his family, and numbered among the meaneſt of his 
ſervants — But to be his adopted children; to be his 
eſpouſed bride ;z to be the members of his ſacred body; 
to have HIM for our everlaſting Father, HIM for 
the bridegroom of 'our ſouls, HIM for our heavenly 
head ; who is the MAKER of all worlds, and the 
SOVEREIGN of all creatures! What words can 
duly celebrate, what heart can ſufficiently admire, the 
condeſcenſion and the love of our adorable FESUS? 
or who can juſtly queſtion the fruits of ſuch a fellow- 
ſhip, and the conſequences of ſuch an union? = 
ſtion them! No, the fruits are infallibly ſure, as the 
privilege is inexpreſlibly great. Na LE? 
Let me once again introduce a great and venerable 
witneſs of both theſe truths. * = Laban ſpake high, 
«© when he ſaid, Theſe children are mine, and all theſe 
c things thou ſeeſt are mine. But how high and glo- 
« rious is that which may be ſaid of a juſtified perſon ! 
« All thou heareſt of CHRIST is thine ; his life is 
„ thine, his death is thine, his obedience, merit, ſpi- 
-—_*Fph.i.22. + Acts ix. 4. 1 Matth. xxv. 40. 
Eph. iii. 19. 4 Job xvii. 14. + Eph. v. 30. 


= See Dr. LiGHTrooT's works, vol. II. p. 1077. 
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oughts ſeemed to be in a ſtate of much fluctua- 
tion, and no ſmall anxiety ;- hoping, that ſome pro- 
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& rit, all thine.“— Rich and important words! 
which nothing can give us a juſter or fuller 
nation of the apoſtle's aſſertion, 
CHRIST X. 

When ſome foreign ladies, of the firſt quality, paid 
a viſit to Leontdas's queen; the talk turned upon their 
rich cloaths, their coltly jewels, and ſplendid equi. 
page. After they had feverally diſplayed each her 
own grandeur, they inquired after her Majeſty's fine. 
ry; what ſhe had to diſtinguiſh her from the vulgar ? 
She replied, My illuſtrious huſband +. What elſe ? My 
illuſtrious huſband. And as often as they repeated the 
ſame queſtion, ſhe returned the ſame anſwer. Could 
this queen ſpeak in ſuch admiring, rejoicing, ſelf-gra. 
tulating terms of her royal conſort ? And ſhall not 
vile ſinners look upon their RE DEE ME R. — that 
all-glorious, yet all- condeſcending bridegroom; who 
is full of mo and truth, full of merit and righteouſ. 
neſs ;—ſhall not they much more look upon HIM asg 
their honour and their joy ; the object of their depen. 
dence, and the cauſe of their boaſting ? 

I ſhould find it difficult to refrain from the farther 
proſecution of ſo engaging a topic, did I not propoſe 
to wait upon my Theron very ſpeedily. Then 1 thall 
have an opportunity of pouring into his boſom all the 
fulneſs of my heart, with regard to this delightful ub- 
ject.In the mean time, let me exhort my dear friend 
to be of good comfort. Heavineſs may endure for a 
night, but joy cometh in the morning f. This ſorrow of 
which you complain, may be the ſeed of ſpiritual and 
eternal conſolation. | 

While I am writing, there appears full in my view, 
one of the fineſt rainbows I ever beheld. It ccmpaſſeth 
the heavens with a glorious circle; ſo glorious, that it 
is no diſparagement of the almighty CREATOR, to 
ſay, the hands of the MOST HIGH have bended it ||. — 
On what foundation, would I aſk, is that ſtately and 
beautiful arch raiſed ? from what ſource do all its ra- 
diant and lovely colours ſpring ? It is raiſed on a gloomy 
aſſemblage of vapours ; and all its rich tinctures ſprin 
from a louring cloud. —Thus does the bleſſed G O D, 
on a conviction of guilt and a ſenſe of ruin, ſpread faith, 
paint holineſs, and diffuſe gladneſs. May all theſe, 
ere long, ariſe in my Theror's breaſt !| and each be 
bright, as that reſplendent bow, —laſting, as the ſun 
that creates it ! 

In the mean time, it is the ardent wiſh of my ſoul, 
and ſhall be my frequent prayer to GOD, That beth 
our hearts may be comforted, being knit - together in love, 
unto all riches of the full aſſurance of . 4, in 
this gre myſtery of godlineſs.—What vigour of ex- 
preſſion, what exuberance of ideas, and, above all, 
what diſtinguiſhed privileges are here !—afſurance,— 


Than 
expla. 
We are partake, of 


full aſſurance, —riches of the full aſſurance, — ll riches 


of the full aſſurance of underſtanding, in reference to 
our union with CHRIST, and its unutterably- precious 
effects Can the orator expreſs more? can the ſinner 
deſire more? can the ſaint, I had almoſt ſaid, can the 
archangel enjoy more ?—May this be the portion of 
my dear Theron, and of 2 | 

| His ever faithful 


ASPASIO. 


* Heb. iii. 14. 
+ The amiable and heroic Panthea expreſſes herſelf in much 


the ſame manner, concerning her gallant huſband Abradates ; 
20 yap tworye elves hoops en, XENO H. Cyropxd. lib. VI. 
1 Pfal, xxx. f. | Ecclus xliii. 12. 4 Col. ii. 1. 
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per converſation on the grace and privileges of the 
everlaſting goſpel, might compoſe and comfort his 


mind; might, while his heart was ſoftened by hum- 
bling convictions, fix the ſtamp of genuine Chriſti- 


aity; and deliver his whole ſoul into the mould & of 
evangelical religion. 


When ſorrow wounds the breaſt, as ploughs the glebe, 
And hearts obdurate feel her ſoft"ning ſhow r, 

Her ſeed celeſtial then glad Wiſdom ſows ; 

Her golden harveſts triumph in the ſoil +. 


Hie arrived pretty late in the evening; and, being 
ſomewhat weary with the journey, ſoon withdrew to 
his repoſe. — The next morning, as Theron walked a- 
broad, to taſte the cool delights of the dawn ; he was 
agreeably ſurpriſed, by meeting Aſpaſio. i 4 

Ther. So ſoon awake, my worthy friend ! and after 
ſo much fatigue on the preceding day !—TI had not the 
leaſt expectation of your company, till breakfaſt. 
Then indeed I promiſed myſelf a double regale ;—the 
refreſhments exhibited on the table; and thoſe whole- 

me words of our LORD JESUS CHRIST {}, 
which, more precious than manna, drop— | 

Aſp. How, Theron! — Have you alſo learned thoſe 
ſoothing arts, which poliſh the ſpeech, to deprave our 
ſentiments? Could I have ſuſpected the inchanting 
wiles of fattery, from my ſincere, my tried, my bo- 
ſom friend ? | | 

Ther. Your friend is ſtill ſincere, and his words are 
very remote from flattery. How welcome to the 
wind-bound mariner, weary with expectation, and 
ſick with diſappointments, is the viſit of a propitious 
gale! How welcome to the felds, parched with 
drought, and gaſping for moiſture, are copious ſhow- 
ers of rain! How acceptable to the MVaelites, travel- 
ling through the inhoſpitable deſert, and pining away 
for want of the fruits of the earth, was the miracu- 
lous ſupply of heavenly bread! — Yet neither propi- 
tious gales to the wind-bound mariner, nor copious 
ſhowers to the thirſty ſoil, nor heavenly bread to the 
famiſhed I/raelites, could be more welcome, than your 
hte converſation, and later correſpondence, to my 
anxious ſoul. | 

Aſp. Why, I thought you looked upon my notions as 
chimerical. Is Theron alſo become credulous? Like 
one of us weak-headed believers has he quitted the 
ſtrong holds of reaſon? is he vanquiſhed by theſling-ſtone 
of faith? or can he ſubmit to this Ong method of 
falvation, by embracing the righteouſneſs, and relying 
on the obedience of another ? 

Ther, I find, my reaſon was a feeble guide, or I 
' myſelf not faithful to its genuine dictates. I was 
blinded with prejudice ; I was intoxicated with pride; 
a vain conceit of my moral powers betrayed me, as I 
fear it has betrayed many, into a contempt of the e- 
.yange/ical righteouſneſs, — I held what I thought an 
hr to human nature. I now retract my opinion. 
Ie perceive, that, as my natural light could not 
dico gan the way, neither can my perſonal obedience put 
mei Heſſion of life and ſalvation. My true glory, 
and rea! happineſs, I would henceforth derive from 
the bleed F E SU S. — No more banter, Aſpaſio :— 
have done: I am ſerious, and very much in earneſt; 
ſo much in earneſt, that if all my acquaintance of the 
Phariſaical turn, or if all my brothers of the ſmile, 
mould rally me on the ſubject, 1 would frankly ac- 
xnowledge my error, and as freely ſign my recanta- 

on, 

Aſp. My dear Theron, I applaud your reſolution. 
You have no more cauſe to be aſhamed of ſuch a 
Practice, than Philip had to be aſhamed of the imper- 
fection in his limbs; when, being obſerved to go lame, 
with a wound received in battle, he had this conſola- 
Deliver into the mould This is the literal tranſlation, and 
exact ſenſe of St Paul's phraſe, Eig e Tapedabrle ruroy did x Rom. 
1. 17.— Which, as it contains a beautiful alluſion, conveys al- 
204 very inſtructive admonition : intimating, that our minds, 
all pliant and ductile, ſhould be conformed to the refined pre- 


Cepts of the goſpel, as liquid metals take the figure of ſome e | 


legant mould, into which they are caſt, 


+ Night-Thoughts,, t 1 Tim. vi. 3. 
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tion ſuggeſted by one of his courtiers: “ Never bluſh, 
« my Royal Sir, for a defect which puts you in mind 
« of your valour, every ſtep you take.” To ſacrifice 
our prejudices in the ſearch of truth. is no leſs honour- 
able than to be marked with a ſcar in the defence of 
our country. 

beg pardon for my pleaſantry. Since you are ſo 
very ſerious, a gay air was quite unſeaſonable. You 
cannot often complain, that I am guilty of this fault. 
Nor can you eaſily imagine the ſatisfaction I ſhall en- 
Joy, if either my letters or my diſcourſe have admi- 
niſtered any advantage to my friend. I ſhall note it 
down among the diſtinguiſhed bleſſings of my life; 
and have an additional obligation to love the benefi- 
cent AUTH OR of all good. | 

But as I cannot be a furtherer of your happineſs 
without the greateſt delight, ſo I cannot be a witneſs 
of your ſolicitude without a painful regret. You muſt 
therefore permit me to aſk the cauſe of that unuſual 
vehemence Which I obſerve in your ſpeech; and of that 
deep concern which I read in your countenance. 

Ther. I have been conſidering very attentively, what 
is the preſent ſtate, and what is likely to be the final 
condition of my foul. 


—_— ” eel 


My hopes and fears 

Start up alarm'd ; and ver life's narrow verge 
Look down—on what * A fathomleſs abyſs, 
A vaſt eternity! 


My /ins, at the ſame time, like an armed hoſt, 
are ſet in dreadful array, and ſurround me on every 
ſide.— Juſtice, like an injured and incenſed foe, un- 
ſheaths the ſword, and makes a loud demand for ven- 
geance. — No righteouſneſs of my own preſents itſelf, 
to which I may fly for refuge. The method of ſalva- 
tion, in which I formerly confided, is a bridge broker 
down ; and leaves me, without any poſlibility of eſcape, 
abandoned to the approaching enemy. | 

To a perſon in ſuch deplorable circumſtances, how 
reviving, how delightful, is the very thought of be- 
ing intereſted in the great REDEEMER's righteouſ- 
neſs E 1 don't wonder now at a ſaying of Luther's, 
which I have ſometimes exploded, as ſtran ely extra- 
vagant: That, upon the diſcovery of this glorious 
« righteouſneſs, the gates of Patadiſe ſeemed to fl 
* open before him, and the dawn of heaven was all 
« Mm vw.” .- | 1 
Talking in this manner, they came to an elevated 
terrace: Which, about an hour before, had been ſha- 
ved by the ſithe, and emitted all the freſhneſs of 
new-mown herbage. — On one ſide, a fine champaign 
country ſtretched its wide dimenſions.— On the other, 
a flower-garden exhibited the laſt ernaments of the 
year, —Here you might {till ſee the tufted vermilion, 
and the full-blown ivory, glittering through ſpangles 
of liquid cryſtal. —There you might trace the foots 
ſteps of the early cattle; by many a recent print on 
the dewy lawn. — On the walls and eſpaliers, autumn 
had ſpread her ſtores ; and was beginning to beauti 
their rinds with many a ruddy ſtreak, or to breathe 
over their gloſſy ſkins her delicate and inimitable bloom. 
' Aſp. See, ſaid Aſpaſio, the wiſdom and benignity, 
which, in amiable and inſeparable conjunction, diſplay 
themſelves through the whole ceconomy of the uni- 
verſe: GOD has made every thing beautiful in his 
time * ; every thing ſerviceable in its place. -A little 
while ago, the flowery meads delighted our eyes, and 
the melodious birds charmed our ears; now the taſte- 
ful fruits are preparing their dainties ; and preſenting 
us with a collation, to regale our palate.—The whole 
earth, and all the ſeaſons, are rich with-our CR E A- 
TOR's goodneſs. Yea, the whole earth, and all that 
repleniſhes it, all that ſurrounds it, are full of his pre» 
lence. HE it is, who ; 98 * ns I 


Warms in the ſun, refreſhes in the breeze, © ex. 
Glows in the ſtars, and bloſſoms in the tree, 
2 Eccl. lil. I In | : j 


T 


0 


Lives through all life, extends through all extent, 
Spreads undivided, operates unſpent *. 


An habitual beliet of this truth, gives nature her 
lavelieſt aſpect, and lends her the moſt conſummate 
power to pleaſe. The breath of violets, and the bluſh 
of roſes ; the muſic of the woods, and the meanders 
of the ſtream ; the aſpiring hill, the extended plain, 
and all the decorations of the landicape ; hen appear 
in their higheſt attractives; then touch the ſoul with 
the moſt refined ſatisfaction ; when G OD is ſeen, — 
when GOD is heard, - and G OD enjoyed in all. 
8 Is Theron loſt in thought, and deprived of 
ſpeech? Is HE alone ſilent, while all things ſpeak 
their MAK E R's praiſe ?— Does faith throw a ſhade 
over the works of creation? Does it not heighten 
their beauties, and enliven their graces ?—The ralegions 
is the only true philoſopher ; and the pleaſures of ima- 
gination never acquire their proper reliſh, till they are 
ripened by the exerciſe of devotion, With this view 
then, ſince my friend forbears, let me attempt to ſpeak; 
not to increaſe his knowledge, but to cheriſh faith, 
and cultivate devotion in us both, 

The ſpacious canopy t over our heads, is painted 
with blue; and the ample carpet under our feet, is 
tinged with green. 
chearing qualities, yield a perpetual retreſhment to the 
eye f. Whereas, had the face of nature gliſtered with 
white, or glowed with ſcarlet ; ſuch ardent and daz- 
zling hues would, inſtead of exhilarating, have fa- 
tigued the ſight. —Belides, as the ſeveral righter co- 
lours are interſperſed, and form the pictures in this mag- 
nificent piece ; the green and the blue conſtitute an 
admirable ground, which ſhews them all, in their high- 
eſt luſtre, and to the utmoſt advantage ||. 

Had the air been conſiderably — 2 it would have 
dimmed the rays of the ſun, and darkened the chear- 
ful day; our lungs had been clogged in their vital 
functions; men had been ſuffocated, without the 
ſtrangling nooſe z or drowned, without the over- 
whelming flood, Was it ſeveral degrees ore ae 
birds would not be able to wing their way through 
the firmament; nor could the clouds be ſuſtained in 
ſo attenuated an atmoſphere. It would elude the or- 
gans of reſpiration z we ſhould for breath, with 
as much difficulty, and with as little ſucceſs, as fiſhes 
out of their native element. 

The ground alſo is wrought into the moſt proper 
temperature, Was it of a Eine conſiſtence, it would 
be impenetrable to the plough, and unmanageable by 
the ſpade.—Was it of a /axer compolition, it would 
be incapable of ſupporting its own furniture. The 
light mould would be ſwept away by whirling winds ; 
or the oozy glebe ſoaked into ſloughs by the deſcend- 
ing rains.—Becauſe every ſituation ſuits not every 
plant ; but that which is a nurſe to one, often proves 
a ſtepmother to others; therefore the qualities of 


Por Eth. epiſt. 

+ What Aſpaſio calls the canopy, {/atah deſcribes by 5 IA. 
Which we tranflate as a curtain; but the exact ſignification is, Si- 
cut tenue, vel tenuiſſimum guid; Like ſome finely-attenuated ex- 
panſe. Not like the curtains or the covering of the tabernacle, 
which were goats hair and badgers ſkins, ſhaggy and coarſe; 
but like ſome very fine membrane, ſmooth and elegant, nicely 
poliſhed and inimitably delicate. Than which compariſon no- 
Gy can more perfectly correſpond with the aſpect of the ſky, 

Xl. 23. 
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— ay green, 

Thou ſmiling nature's univerſal wy 

United light and ſhade ! where the ſight dwells, 

With growing ſtrength, and ever-new delight. 

ITY | TromsoN's Spring. 

I Tf the reader has patience to go through the following eſ- 
fay, he will find it in the iflue, not altogether foreign to the 
— he pleaſes to conſider it, as a kind of prac- 
tical comment on that lovely celebration of providental good- 
neſs, His tender mercies are over all his works ;-—this may poſ- 
fibly alleviate the toil of peruſipg, and reconcile him to the 
length of the deſcant. | 


A N D 


Theſe colours, by their /t and 


. climates of Guinea and Brazil. 


. 


the earth are ſo abundantly diverſified, as 
accommodate every ſpecics of vegetation. 
a variety of intermediate ſoils, from the loofe disjoin 
ed ſand, to the /f:f coheſive clay; from the gy 4 
projections of the craggy cliff, to the ſoftly-Iwòellin 
bed of the /mooth parterre. 5 
The /ea carries equal evidences of a moſt wiſe and 
2 ordination.— Was it larger, we ſhould want 
and for the purpoſes of paſturage, and the Operations of 
huſbandry. We ſhould be deſtitute of ſuflicient room 
for mines and foreſts ; our ſubterranean warck 
and our aereal timber-yards.—Was it fmaller, it 
not be capable of recruiting the ſky with a proper 
quantity of vaporous exhalations, nor of ſupplying 


the earth with the neceſſary quota of tructifying 
ſhowers, | 


properly tg 
We have 


oules, 
would 


Do we not diſcern very apparent ſtrokes of ſxill 
and the moſt pregnant proofs of goodneſs, in each in 
dividual object? in the various tenants of the globe 
and the ſeveral appurtenances of this great dwelling ? 
Alt is needleſs to expatiate upon the more eminent 
and conſpicuous beauties; all that ines in the heavens 
and all that ſm/es on the earth. Theſe ſpeak to every 
ear, theſe ſhew to every eye, the adorable munificence 
of their MAKER.—lIt is needleſs to launch into the 
praiſes of the valleys, delicately clothed with herbage; 
or of the fields, richly repleniſhed with corn. Even 
the ragged rocks, which trown over the flood; the 
caverned quarries, which yawn amidſt the land; toge- 
ther with the mountains, thoſe apeleſt and enormous 
protuberances, which ſeem to load the ground, and 
encumber the ſkies ; even theſe contribute their ſhare, 
to increaſe the general pleaſure, and augment the ge- 
neral uſefulneſs. They variegate the proſpect; raiſe 
an agreeable horror in the beholder; and inſpire his 
breaſt with a religious awe. They add new charms to 
the wide level of our plains ; and ſhelter, like a ſcreen, 
the warm lap of our vales. 

We are delighted with the ſolemn gloom, and mag- 
nificent aſpect, of the foreſt. One who ſaw the cedars 
of Lebanon, was tranſported with admiration at their 
ample trunks, and towering heads, their diffuſive 
ſpread, and verdant grandeur. Compared with 
which, the ſtately elm is but a reed; and the branch- 
ing oak a mere ſhrub. Was our ſight qualified for 
the ſearch, we ſhould diſcover a ſymmetry and a dignity, 
5 as ect, and far more wonderful, in 
thoſe groves of moſs * which adhere to the rude ſtone, 
We ſhould contemplate, with Frontier ſurpriſe, if not 
with greater rapture, thoſe diminutive plantations, 
which ſtrike their haſty roots in the mouldy confec- 
_ or wave their curious umbrage over the periſhed 

ickle f. 
5 Wha is not charmed with the vine, and its gene- 
rous warming juices? with the melon, and its deli- 
cious 7 pulp? Yet, were all our trees to produce 
fruits of ſuch exalted qualities, or of ſuch an agreeable 
reliſh, what would become of the birds How ſmall a 


* See, for a pronk of this remark, the explanation of the 
tenth plate, in that very curious, very entertaining, and no leſs 
inſtructive piece, entitled, Micrographia Ræſtaurata.— Where 
our author compares the ſize of this little vegetable, with the 
dimenſions of hobo vaſt trees, which grow in the vigorous 
The trunks of which are, 
according to the report of travellers, twenty feet in diameter, 
Whereas, the body of this minute plant, meaſures no more 
than the ſixtieth part of an inch. So that, upon a calcula- 
tion, the thickneſs of the former exceeds that of the latter, 
2,98 5,984 millions of times.—80 prodigiouſly various are the 
works of the CREATOR. | 

+ That whitiſh kind of down, which ſhags the putrefying 


Pickle, which incruſts the ſurface of ſome eorrupted liquors, 


and conſtitutes what we call mou/dine/s, is really a cluſter of 
little plants. Each has a root and a ſtalk : each fpreads its 
branches, and produces ſeed in abundance. | 


Radiceſque ſuas habet, exilemque coronam, ; 
Frondeſque, fruftumgue gerit, velut ardua quarcus. 


of ſuch choice delicacies would voracious 
their enjoyment ? That proviſion may 
tor the meaneſt vagrant of the air, as well as 
renowned ſovereign of a nation; there is, 
a large growth of ſhrubs, covered annu- 

harveſt of coarſe and hardy berries: ſo 
oy in their taſte, that they are unworthy of the ac- 
* of man; ſo hardy in their make, that they 
les the extremeſt ſeverities of the weather, and 


dl all the deſolations of winter. 


with her ſilver bark, and ſhapely cone; 
the beech *, with her quivering leaves and embower- 
ing ſhade 3 are ſtately decorations of our rural ſeats. 
3 if there were no entangling thictets, no prickly 
thorns, where would the farmer procure fences ſo 
cloſely wattled, or ſo ſtrongly armed +? How could 
he guard the ſcene of his labours, or ſecure his vege- 
table wealth, from the flocks and the herds ; thoſe ro- 
ving plunderers, which accede to no treaty, but that 
of forcible reſtraint ; ſubmit to no I:ws, but thole of 
the coercive kind ? 

Moſt people are fond of the purſlane's fleſhy leaves, 
and the ramiſied fatneſs of the brocoli ; the potato's 
mealy orbs, and the lentile's ſucculent pods. We 
ſpare no toil, we grudge no expence, to have them 
flouriſh in our gardens, and ſerved up at our tables, 
But there are mnumerable herbs, which paſs under 
the contemptible character of weeds ; and yet are al- 
together as deſirable to many claſſes of creatures, as 
theſe culinary gifts to mankind. Who {hall be at the 
pains to plant, to water, to cultivate, ſuch deſpicable 
productions? Man would rather extirpate, than propa- 
gate, theſe incumbrances of his acres. Therefore Pro- 
vidence vouchſafes to be their gardener. Providence 
has wrought off their ſeeds into ſuch a lightneſs of ſub- 
ſtance, that they are carried abroad with the undula- 
tions of the air : or, if too heavy to be wafted by the 
breeze, they are faſtened to wings of down, which 
facilitate their flight; or elſe, are incloſed in a ſpringy 
caſe, which, forcibly burſting, ſhoots and ſpreads 
them on every ſide. By ſome ſuch means, the repro- 
ducing principle is diſſeminated, the univerſal granary 
is filled, and the univerſal board furniſhed. ' The buz- 
zing inſect, and the creeping worm, have each his 
bill of fare. Each enjoys a never: failing treat, equiva- 
lent to our fineſt veniſon, or to the © fat of kidneys 
of wheat f.“ | 

As the ſeeds of ſome plants are moſt artfully ſcatter- 
ed abroad, when ripe ; the ſeeds of others are moſt 


The yr, the beech, and ſuch like trees, are called in He- 
brew, 8 595 IC. vii. 19. Which word is rendered, but I 
think very improperly, buſhes. It rather ſignifics the grend 
and molt admired plants. It is intended as a contraſt to the 
coarſe and deſpicable thorns, mentioned in the preceding 
clauſe, And both taken together expreſs all ſorts of trees, 
from the towering cedar to the grovelling ſhrub, 

} Somcthing to this purpoſe is hinted in the prophecy of 
Iſaiah, by u YOU MRV terriculamentum ſentium et Vepri- 
wn; the terror of thorns and briers : meaning thoſe ſharp and 
ragged mounds, with which vineyards, corn-ficlds, and other 
cultivated ſ. pots, were uſually incloſed ; which deterred the moſt 
adventurous cattle from forcing, or attempting to force, a paſ- 
ſage.— 1 he words are ſomewhat obſcure, and have been great- 
ly miſunderſtood. But, thus interpreted, they afford an caſy 
lenfe, and perfectly coincide with the context: imply ing, 
p that places, formerly fenced abaut with abundance of care, 
: thould lie open, and expoſed to every wandering foot : that 
. tillage ſhould be diſcontinued ; and the whole country de- 
n generate into a confuſed, diſorderly waſte, without either 
: the diſtributions of property, or the improvements of in- 

duſtry,” / vii. 25. Vid. VITRING, in loc. 

* The fat of kidneys of wheat, Deut. xxxii. 14. A ſentence 
rich with elegance] ſuch as would have ſhone in Pindar, or 

en admired by Longinus. Yet, I believe, its principal beauty 
conlifis, in an alluſion to a remarkable Jewiſh rite. In every 
. the fat of the kidneys was, as the moſt delicious part 
+ die victim, ſet apart for GOD, and conſumed on his altar. 
* * 0 common people were treated like the DEITY. 


ſcantling 
man 7 eſign te 


be made 
for the moſt 


in all places, 
ly with a 
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carefully guarded, till they come to maturity; and, 45 * 
by both contrivances, every ipecies is not barely pre- 
ſerved, but in a manner eterniged. Some are lodged 


ſh the feathered tribe with a ſtanding repaſt, a- 
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in the centre of a large pulp ; which is, at once, their 
defence, and their nouriſhment. This we find exem- 
plified in the taſteful apple, and the juicy pear.— Some, 
beſides the ſurrounding. pulp, are incloſed in a thick 
/hell, hard and impenetrable as ſtone, We cannot pluck 
and eat one of thoſe downy peaches, or incrimſoned 
nectarines, which ſo beautifully emboſs the wall, with- 
out finding a proof of this precaution, —Caſt your eye 
upon the walnuts, which ſtud the branches of that 
ſpreading tree. Before theſe are gathered, the in- 
creaſe of the cold, and the emptineſs of the gardens, 
will ſharpen the appetite of the birds. To ſecure the 
fine kernel from the depredations of their buſy aſſail- 
ing bills, it is fortified with a ſtrong mclo/ure of wood, 
and with the addition of a diſguittul bitter rind. 

If graſs was as ſcarce as the Guern/ey-lily, or as difli- 
cultly raiſed as the delicate tuberoſe, how certainly, 
and how ſpeedily, muſt many millions of quadrupeds 

riſh with famine | Since all the cattle owe their chief 
ſubſiſtence to this vegetable, by a ſingular bencficence 
in the divine ceconomy, it wazrteth not, like the corn- field 
and the garden-bed, for the annual labours of man *. 
When once ſown, though ever ſo frequently cropped, 
ic revives with the returning ſeaſon, and flouriſhes in 
a kind of perennial verdure. It covers our meadows, 
diffuſes itſelf over the plains, ſprings up in every glade 
of the foreſt, and ſpreads a ſide- board in the molt ſe- 
queſtered nook. 

Since the nutriment of vegetables themſelves lies 
hid under the ſoil, or floats up and down in the air ; 
beneath, they plunge their roots + into the ground, 
and diſperſe every way their fibrous ſuckers, to ex- 
plore the latent, and attract the proper nouriſhment ; 
above, they expand a multitude of leaves +, which, 
like ſo many open mouths, catch the rains as they 
fall; imbibe the dews as they diſtil; and tranſmit 
them, through their nice orifices, to the heart of the 
plant, or the lobes of the fruit, 


I have touched upon the 2zn/enſible creation; and 
pointed out the care of a condeſcending Providence, 
exerciſed over theſe loweſt formations of nature.— 
The animal world, Theron, falls to your ſhare. It 1s 
yours to deſcant upon thoſe higher orders of exiſt- 
ence; and ſhew us the goodneſs of GO D, extending 
its indulgent regards to them and their intereſts, as 
tenderly, as officioully, as a hen ſpreadeth her wings f 
over her infant brood. | 

Ther. The ſubject is in good hands. Let part the 


ſecond be of the ſame ſtrain with part the firſt, and there 


will be no occaſion to with for a new ſpeaker. As to 
myſelf, I have very little inclination to talk. But I 
have an ear open and attentive to your diſcourſe. 

Aſp. You put me in mind of the philoſopher, who 
preſumed to read a lecture on the art of war, in the 
preſence of Hannibal. But his impertinence was vo- 
luntary, mine is conſtrained. Since you injoin me this 
office, let us paſs from the vegetable, to the animal 
world. Here we ſhall find no tribe, no individual 
neglected. The ſuperior claſſes want no demonſtra- 
tion of their excellent accompliſhments. At the firſt 
glimpſe, they challenge our approbation, they com- 
mand our applauſe. Even the more ignoble forms of 


They lap under no reſtraint, either from the divine prohibition, 
or the ſcarcity of the grain; but were copiouſly ſupplied, and 
freely regaled themſelves with the choice/t fine/t part of this 
firſt and beſt of vegetables. * Mic. v. 7. 

+ + Jeb moſt beautifully alludes to theſe two. ſources of ve- 
getable fertility ; My root was ſpread out by the waters, and 
the dew lay all night upen my branch. Job xxix. 19. | 

+ This ſeems to be the image uſed by the pſahni/t, Pſal. cxlv. 
9. And a moſt amiable image, as well as a moſt picture. que 
repreſentation, it is. | : a 
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animated exiſtence are moſt wiſely circumſtanced, and 


4 ad 


moſt liberally accommodated. 

They all generate in that particular ſeaſon, which 
is ſure to ſupply them with a ſtock of proviſion, ſut- 
ficient both for themſelves, and their increaſing fami- 
lies.—The ſheep yean, when there is a profuſion of 
nutrimental herbage on the ſoil, to fill their udders, 


and create milk for their lambs.—The birds lay their 


eggs, and hatch their young, when myriads of new- 
born, tender inſects ſwarm on every ſide: ſo that the 
caterer, whether it be the male or female parent, needs 
only to alight on the ground, or make a little excur- 
ſion into the air; and they find a feaſt ready drefled, 
and all at free coſt, for the clamant mouths at home. 

Their love to their offspring, while they continue 
in a helpleſs ſtate, is invincbly ſtrong, Whereas, the 
very moment they are able to ſhift for themſelves ; 
when the parental affection would be attended with 
much ſolicitude, and productive of no advantage; it 
-aniſhes, as though it had never been.—The hen which 
marches at the head of her little brood, would ily in 
the eyes of a maſtiff, or even encounter a lion in their 
defence. Yet, within a few weeks, ſhe abandons her 
chickens to the wide world, and not ſo much as knows 
them any more. 

If the GO D of VVael inſpired Bezaleel and Ahohab 
with wiſdom, and underſtanding, and knowledge in all 
manner of workmanſhip *; the G O D of nature has in- 
ſtructed the wild and warbling inhabitants of the 
bough.—The i, with which they erect their houſes, 
and adjuſt their apartments, is inimitable. The cau- 
tion, with which they ſecrete their abodes from the 
ſeaching eye, or intruding foot, is admirable. No 
general, though fruitful in expedients, could plan a 
more artful concealment. No architect, with his rule 
and line, could build ſo commodious a lodgment. 
Give the moſt celebrated artificer the ſame materials, 
which theſe weak and unexperienccd creatures uſe 
let a Fones, or a De Moivre, have only ſome rude ſtraws 
or ugly ſticks ; a few bits of dirt, or ſcraps of hair; 
a ſorry lock of wool, or a coarſe ſprig of moſs ; and 
what works, fair with delicacy, or fit for ſervice, 
could they produce ? 

We extol the commander, who knows how to take 
advantage of the ground; who can make the ſun and 
wind fight for him, as well as his troops; and, by 
every circumſtance, embarraſles the forces of the ene- 
my, but expedites the action, and advances the ſuc- 
cels of his own. Does not this praiſe belong to our 


feathery teaders? who pitch their tent, or (if you pleaſe) 


fix their penſile camp, on the dangerous branches that 
wave loft in the air, or dance over the eddies of the 
ſtream. By which judicious diſpoſition, the vernal 
les rock their cradle, and the murmuring waters 
ull their young; while both concur to terrify the 
ſhepherd, and keep the ſchoolboy at a trembling di- 
ſtance. Some hide their little houſehold from view, 
amidſt the ſhelter of entangled furze. Others remove 
it from reach, in the centre of a thorny thicket. And, 


by one ſtratagem or another, they are generally as /e- 


cure and unmoleſted in their feeble habitations, as the 


| foxes, which entrench themſelves deep in the earth, 


or 2s the conies, which retire to the rock for their + 
citadel. 8 

If the ſwan has large ſweeping wings, and a copi- 
ous ſock of feathers, to ſpread over her callow brood; 


the wren makes up by contrivance, what is deficient 


in her bulk.—Small as ſhe is, ſhe intends j to bring 


| Ex od. xxxi. 3. + Prov. xxx. 26. 

+ Aſpaſio has ventured to ſay, She intends ;—and one is al- 
moſt: tempted to think, from the preparation which the little 
ercature makes, that ſhe had really ſat down, and counted the 
coſt, and concerted her ſcheme. As though ſhe had delibera- 
ted with herſelf :—*© I hall lay, not a couple of eggs, but near 
a ſcore, From theſe I am to produce a houſe full of young. 


„ But how ſhall I have warmth (unleſs art ſupply what na- 
4 ture has denied) ſufficient to hatch the embrios, or cheriſh the 


A N D 


A 


forth, and will be obliged to nurſe up; a v 

rous iſſue. Therefore, with the mr Fd ea 
ſhe deſigns, and with indefatigable aſſiduity 7 
a neſt proper for her purpoſe, It is Wes, 


. a ncat rot 
lengthened into an aval, bottomed and vaul ne, 


I? ; ted With 
. Concave. To preſerve it from rain, it hn 4 
coatings of moſs ;z to defend it from cold, it | A 


but one window, and only a ſingle door : 

it both elegant and — it ini * ·˖ —i 
hangings of the ſofteſt fineſt down. — By the hel p of 1 d 
curious manſion, our little lady becomes the e 
of multitudes. The vivifying heat of her body is = 
ring the time of incubation, exceedingly augment 1 
Her houſe is like an oven, and greatly alliſts in hat 
ing her young. Which no ſooner burſt the ſhell 
than they find themſelves ſcreened from the anno oi 
of the weather; and moſt agreeably repoſed . 
the ornaments of a palace, and the warmth of 2 bagnig 


Perhaps, we have been accuſtomed to look 
the infects, as ſo many rude ſcraps of creation, EO 
rank them amongſt the reſuſe of things. Where, 
if we examine them without prejudice, and with 4 
little attention, they will appear ſome of the moi 
liſhed pieces of divine workmanſhip.—Mauy of them 
are decked with a profuſion of finery. Their eyes are 
an aſſemblage * of microſcopes ; whoſe mechaniſm is 
inconceivably nice, and finiſhed in the higheſt perfec- 
tion. Their dreſs has all the variety and luſtre of co- 
lours : it is ſet with an arrangement of the moſt bril. 
liant gems, and bordered with fringes richer far than 
the moſt coſtly ſilks. Their wings are the fineſt ex- 
panſions imaginable : cambric is mere canvaſs, and 
lawn is coarſe as ſackcloth, compared with thoſe ini- 
mitable webs. The . which incloſe their wings, 
glitter with the moſt gloſſy varniſh ; are ſcooped into 
ornamental flutings; are ſtudded with radiant ſpots; 
or pinked with elegant holes. Not any among them 
but are equipped with weapons, or endued with dex- 
terity, which qualify them to ſeize their prey, or eſcape 
their foe; to diſpatch the buſineſs of their reſpective 
—_— and enjoy the pleaſures of their particular con- 

tion. 

Now I am in a talking humour, give me leave to 
celebrate the endowments, and affert the honours of 
my puny clients; yet not ſo much to ſupport their 


credit, as to magnity their a//-gracious CREATOR, 


—What if the clephant is diſtinguiſhed by a huge pro- 
bſcis? His meaneſt relations of the reptile line are 
furniſhed with curious antenne ; remarkable, if not 
for their enormous magnitude, yet for their ready 
flexibility, and acute ſenſation : by which they explore 
their way, even in the darkeſt road; they diſcover and 
avoid whatever might defile their neat apparel, or en- 
danger their tender lives. | 


Every one admires that majeſtic creature the horſe ; 
his graceful head, and ample cheſt ; lus arching neck, 
and flowing mane ; his cleanly-turned limbs, and finc- 
ly-adjuſted motions. With extraordinary agility, he 


5 infants ?”—The truth, I believe is, that in all her ſeeming 
foreſight, and circumſpect behaviour, ſhe acts ſhe knows not 
what. Only ſhe acts what eternal wiſdom knows to be neceſſary, 
and what all-condeſcending goodneſs prompts her to perform, 

*The commonly fiy, for inſtance : who is ſurrounded with 
a multitude of dangers, and has neither ftrength to reſiſt her 
enemies, nor a place of retreat to ſecure herſelf, For which 
reaſon, ſhe had need to be very vigilant, and always upon 
her guard, Yet her head is ſo fixed, that it is incapable of 
turning, in order to obſerve what paſſes, either behind or a- 
round her. Providence therefore, Grpriogly wiſe in its con- 
trivances, . and equally bountiful in its gifts, has furniſhed her, 
not barely with a retinue, but with more than a legion of eyes. 
Inſomuch, that a ſingle fly is ſuppoſed to be miſtreſs of no leſs 
than eight thouſand : every one of which is lined with a diſ- 
tint optic nerve. By means of this coſtly and amazing appar 
ratus, the little creature ſees on every ſide, with the utmoſtæaſe 
and with inſtantaneous ſpeed ; even without any motion of dhe 
eye, or any flection of the neck. 


« #8, 2% ATE , ĩͤ hgh. Me 


= himſelf over the ditch ; and, with a rapid career, 
lin s himſelf * through the plain. With unwearied 
blication, he carrics his rider from one end of the 
* oy to another; and, with undaunted bravery, 
es into the ſierceſt rage, and amidſt the thicxett 
- ock of the battle. — Vet the graſbopper ſprings with 
Rand altogether as briſk, if not more impetuous. 
—The ant, in proportion to its ſize, is equally nimble 
gally ſtrong; and will climb precipices, which the 
moſt courageous courſer dares not attempt to ſcale. — 
if the /1ail is ſlower in her motions, ſhe is under no 
neceſſity of treading back the ground which ſhe has 
afſed ; becauſe her houſe is a part of her travelling- 
equipage; and whenever ſhe departs, the is {till under 
ker own roof; where-ever the removes, 1s always at 
home. ; 8 8 
The eagle, *tis true, is privileged with pinions that 
outſtrip the wind. Elevated on which, ſhe looks 
down on all that ſoars; and fees flying clouds, and 
ſtraining wings far below : her optic nerve ſo ſtrong, 
that it meets and ſuſtains the dazzling beams of noon; 
her wide-ſurveying glance ſo keen, that, from thoſe 
towering heights, it diſcerns the ſmalleſt fiſh, which 


ſculks at the bottom of the river. Vet neither is that 


poor outcaſt, the grovelling and gloomy mole, diſre- 
garded by divine providence. Becauſe ſhe is to dig a 
cell in the carth, and dwell, as it were, in a perpetual 
dungeon, her paws ſerve her for a pickaxe and ſpade. 
Her eye, or rather her viſual ſpeck, 1s ſunk deep into 
a ſocket, that it may ſuffer no injury from her rugged 
fituation : it requires but a very ſcanty communica- 
tion of light, that ſhe me have no reaſon to complain 
of her darkling abode. I called her ſubterranean ha- 
bitation a dungeon; and ſome people, perhaps, ma 
think it a grave. But I revoke the expreſſion. It 
yields her all the ſafety of a fortified caſtle, and all the 
delight of a decorated grot. Re 

Even the ſpider, though abhorred by mankind, is 
evidently the care of all-ſuſtaining heaven. She is to 
live upon plunder ; to ſupport herſelf, by trapanning 
the idle, inſignificant, fauntering fly. Suitably to 
ſuch an occupation, ſhe poſſeſſes a bag of glutinous 
moiſture, From this ſhe ſpins a clammy thread, and 
weaves it into a tenacious net. Expert as any practiſed 
ſportſman, ſhe always ſpreads it in the moſt opportune 
places. Senſible that her appearance would create hor- 
ror, and deter the prey from approaching the ſnare, 
when watching for ſport, ſhe retires from fight ; but 
conſtantly keeps within diſtance, ſo as to receive the 
very firſt intelligence of what paſſes in the toils; and 
be ready to launch, without a moment's delay, upon 
the ſtruggling captive. And what is very obſervable, 
when winter chills the world, and no more inſects 
runble amidſt the air, foreſeeing tliat her labour 
would be vain, ſhe diſcontinues her work, and aban- 
dons her ftand. | 

L muſt by no means forget the little monarchy, 
which inhabits the hive. The bees are to ſubſiſt, not 
as a lawleſs banditti, but as a regular community. 
*Tis theirs to earn a decent livelihood by honeſt indu- 
ſtry ; not to glut themſelves with carnage, or enrich 
themſelves by rapine. For which reaſon, they are ac- 
tuated by an invariable inclination to ſociety. They 
poſleſs the trueſt notions of domeſtic ceconomy, and 
have enacted the wiſeſt laws for political government. 
—Their indulgent CREATOR has made them a 
preſent of all neceſſary implements, both for conſtruct- 
ing their combs, and for compaſing their ho They 
have each a portable veſſel with which they bring 
home their collected ſweets ; and they have all the 
moſt commodious ſtorehouſes, in which they depoſit 


* Pours himſel This is Feremiah's beautiful and expreſſive 


hraſe, W DIGI chap. viii. 6. Which Virgil has been am- 
itious to imitate ; 


— — Ruuntque uſi carcere. 
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their delicious wares.—Though made for peace, they 
know how to uſe the ſword. "They can take up arms 
with the utmoſt reſolution and in trepidity, when arms 
are requilite to guard their wealth, or repel their foes. 
Without going through a courſe of botany, they 
can readily diſtinguiſh every plant, which is moſt like- 
ly to yield the materials proper for their buſineſs. 
Without ſerving an apprenticeſhip in the laboratory, 
they are complete practitioners in the art of ſeparation 
and retinement. They are aware, without borrowing 
their information from an almanac, that the vernal 
gleams, and ſummer ſuns, continue but for a ſeaſon. 
Mindtul of this admonition *, they improve to the 
utmoſt every ſhining hour; and lay up a ſtock of 
balmy treaſures, ſufficient to ſupply the whole ſtate, 
till the bloſſoms open afreſh, and their flowery har- 
veſt returns. | 

Let the peaceck boaſt, if he pleaſes, his elegant top- 
knot and lofty mien; his neck adorned with varying 
dies, and his train beſpangled with a round of fare 
— Vet let him know, that the deſpiſed butterfly, and 
even the loathed caterpillar, diſplay an attire no leſs 
ſumptuous; and wear ornaments, altogether as gen- 
teel, if not quite ſo magnificent. — Does beauty tit in 
{tate on that lordly bird ? She ſhines in miniature on 
the vulgar inſet. Is the maſter of this lower crea- 
tion ennobled with the powers of reaſon? The mean- 
eſt claſſes of ſenſitive exiſtence are endued with the 
faculty of inſtinft : which gives them a ſagacity, that 
is neither derived from obſervation, nor waits for the 
ſiniſhings of experience: which, without a tutor, 
teaches them all neceſſary ſkill; and enables them, 
without a pattern, to perform every needful opera- 
tion: and, what is far more ſurpriſing, never miſleads 
them, either into erroneous principles, or pernicious 
practices ; never fails them, in the niceſt or moſt ar- 
duous of their undertakings. 


Can you have patience to follow me, if I ſtep into 
a different element, and juſt viſit the watery world? 
Not one among the innumerable myriads, which ſwim 
the boundleſs ocean, but is watched over by that ex- 
alted eye, whoſe ſmiles irradiate the heaven of heavens. 
Not one, but is ſupported by that almighty hand, 
which crowns angels and archangels with — he 
condeſcending G O D has not only created, but beau- 
tified them. He has given the moſt exact proportion 
to their ſhape, the gayeſt colours to their ſkin, and a 
poliſhed ſmoothneſs to their ſcales, The eyes of ſome 
are ſurrounded with a ſcarlet circle; the back of o- 
thers is diverſified with crimſon ſtains. View them, 
when they glance along the ſtream, or while they are 
freſh from their native brine ; and the burniſhed ſilver 
is not more bright, the radiant rainbow is ſcarce more 
glowing, than their vivid, gliſtering, gloſſy hues. 

Yet, notwithſtanding the finery of their apparel, 
we are under painful apprehenſions for their welfare. 
—How can the poor creatures live, amidſt the ſuffo- 
cating waters ?—As they have neither hands nor feet, 
how can they help themſelves, or how eſcape their 
enemies ? — We are ſoon freed from our fears by ob- 
ſerving, that they all poſſeſs the beneficial, as well as 
ornamental furniture of nt. Theſe when expanded, 
like maſts above, and ballaſt below, poiſe their floating 
bodies, and keep them ſteadily upright. — We cannot 
forbear congratulating them on the flexible play, and 
vigorous activity of their tails ; with which they ſhoot 
themſelves through the paths of the ſea, more ſwiftly 
than fails and oarg can waft the royal yacht.—But we 
are loſt in wonder, at the exquiſite contrivance, and 
delicate formation of their gi//s : by which they are 
accommodated, even in that denſe medium, with the 
power of breathing, and the benefits of reſpiration, 


* FVenturaque hyemis memores, eftate laborem 
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A piece of mechaniſm this, indulged to the meaneſt 
of the fry ; yet ſurpaſling, infinitely ſurpaſſing, in the 
finencts of its ſtructure, and the felicity of its opera- 
tion, whatever is curious in the works of art, or com- 
modious in the palaces of princes. 

Ther. Some perſons, 4ſpaſio, have the art of giving 
dignity to trivial, and hirit to jejune topics. I cannot 
but liſten, with a pleaſed attention, to your diſcourſe, 
though it deſcends to the loweſt ſcenes, and meaneſt 
productions of nature.—Fo make ſuch philoſophical 
zemarks, was uſually my province; to add the reh- 
gious improvement, yours. But my thoughts, at pre. 
ſent, are wholly taken up with the conſideration of 
my SAVIOUR's righteouſneſs. I can hardly turn my 
views, or divert my ſpeech, to any other ſubject. All 
thoſe amiable appearances of the external creation, 
which I was wont to contemplate with rapture, afford 
but a languid entertainment to my mind.— Till my 
intereſt in this divine REDEEMER is aſcertained, 
the ſpring may bloom; the ſummer ſhine ; and autumn 
{wcll with fruits: but it will be winter, chearleſs, gloo- 
my, deſolate winter in my ſoul. 

Ajp. You ſay, Theron, you attended to my curſory 
hints. Then your own ſuperior diſcernment could 
not but perceive, how every part of the exterior world 
is adjuſted, in the molt excellent and gracious man- 
ner. - Not the car/e/t piece of inactive matter, but 
bears the impreſs of its MAK E R's faſhioning ſkill. 
Not a /ingle creature, however inſigniſicant, but ex- 
hibits evident demonſtrations of his providential care. 
Illis hand is liberal, profuſely liberal, to all that 
breathes, and all that has a being. 

Let me only aſk ;—and to introduce this queſtion 
with the greater propriety, to give it a more forcible 
energy on our minds, was the principal deſign of the 
preceding remarks ;—let me aſk, Does G O D take care 

for oxen * / Is he a generous benefactor to the meaneſt 
animals, to the loweſt reptiles ? Are his munificent re- 
gards extended farther ſtill, and vouchſafed even to 
the moſt worthleſs vegetables ? And ſhall they be with- 
held from you, my dear friend, and from ne? Not 
one among all the numberleſs productions, which tread 
the ground, or ſtand rooted to the ſoil, wants any 
convenience, that is proper for its reſpective ſtate. 
And will his heavenly FATHER deny Theron, what is 
o neceſſary to his preſent comfort, and his final hap- 
pineſs ? Impoſſible f! 

Ther. 1 wilh for, hit I can hardly hope to partake 
of, that ſpiritual bleſſing ; which always included 
my whole happineſs, and now ingroſſes my whole 
concern. 

Aſp. Not hope to partake of — What foundation, 
what ſhadow of pretence, has this deſponding temper, 
either in reaſon, or in ſcripture? Is it not evident 
from the whole book of revelation ; 1s it not apparent, 
through the whole compaſs of nature, that the al- 
mighty LORD, © who governeth the world with 


* 1 Cor. ix. q. 

+ I know not how to forbear tranſcribing a paragraph, from 
one of our periodical papers ; which contains a propoſal for 
adapting natural philoſophy to the capacity of children: wiſh- 
ing, at the ſame time, that the ingenious author would en- 
large his ſketch into a treatiſe ; and execute the plan, which 
he has fo judiciouſly projected,- and of which he has given us 
ſo delicate a ſpecimen. 

After ſome remarks on the ſagacity of birds, their induſtry, 
and other ſurpriſing properties, he adds; **—Is it for birds, O 
« LORD, that thou haſt joined together ſo many miracles, 
„ which they have no knowledge of? Is it for men who give 
« no attention to them ? Is it for the curious, who are fatis- 
« fied with admiring, without raiſing their thoughts to thee ? 
# Or is it not rather viſible, that thy deſign has been to call 
* us to thyſelf, by ſuch a ſpectacle? to make us ſenſible of thy 
„ provideace and infinite wiſdom; and to fill us with confidence 
4 in thy bounty, who watcheſt, with ſo much care and tender- 
d neſs, over birds, though two of them are fold but for a 
** farthing?” 8 


. 


e. 


« the palm of his hand *,” js remote, 
from a niggardly diſpoſition? He no 
deth for the wants, but even fatisfieth he 400 0 
very living thing e- 
Conſider thoſe ſtately poppies, which are 
principal ornament of the garden. They have 
tongue to requeſt the leaſt favour. Yet the ever- 2 
cious MAKER clothes them from his own w 4 
and decks them with exquiſite beauty. Ob 


infinitely remote 


now the 


ardrobe, 
ſerve the 


young ravens, Which lit careleſsly croaking on yonder 


boughs. Do they cry] for food? It is in hoarſe j 

articulate accents. Yet the all-ſupporting GOD _ 
looks their 1gnorance; hears meaning in their noiſe; 
and ſupplies their every need from his own ſponta- 
neous bounty.—lt he accommodates the former tho? 
incapable of aſking ; if he attends to the latter, thou ch 
inſenſible of their benefactor; can he diſenard = 
preſſing wants? will he rejet our carne petitions ? 
clpecially, when we ſeek ſuch pure and exalted gilts, 
as it is both his delight and his honour to beltow ? * 

O! my friend, look abroad into univerſal nature 
and look away every diſquieting thought. ; 

Ther. Did you inquire what pretencel have for this de- 
ſponding temper? Alas! Ihave more than a pretence. 
L have a reaſon ; a reaſon too obvious; my great un- 
wort hineſs / | 

Aſp. Pray, where was the worthineſs of the iQ. 
necked 1/raclites ? Yet the LORD bare them, and car- 
ried them, all the days of old . Where was the worthi- 
neſs of Saul the blaſphemer ? Yet the blefled FL SUS 
made him a choſen veſſel, and ſet him as a ſignet on 
his right hand. Lou deſerve nothing at the hand of 
GOD our SAVIOUR. Neither did F-/ep4's brethren 
deſerve any kindneſs from the viceroy of Egypt. Yet 
he delivered them from famine, who ſold him to ſlave- 
ry. He ſettled them in the choiceſt territories, who 
caſt him into the horrible pit. He ſhewed himſclf a 
friend and a father to thoſe unnatural relations, who 
were his actual betrayers, and his intentional murder- 
ers.—And can you perſuade yourſelf, will you har- 
bour a ſuſpicion, that CHRIST is leſs compaſſionate 
than 7e/eph ? Shall a frail mortal outvie EMMANUEL 
in bencficence ? 

Ther. Is not ſome righteouſneſs of our own indiſpen- 
ſably required, in order to our participation of the 
righteouſneſs of CHRIST? 

Aſp. Yes, ſuch a righteouſneſs as the Samaritan wo- 
man +, and Zaccheus the publican poſſeſſed; or ſuch 
as the Philippian jailor, and the profligate Corinthians 
might boaſt + .—Zaccheus was a man of infamous cha- 
racter, and chief among the extortioners. The jailor 
was a barbarous perſecutor, and in purpoſe a ſelf-mur- 
derer. Vet our LORD ſays of the former, This day, 
without injoining any courſe of previous preparation, 
is ſalvation come to thine houſe +. St Paul directs the 
latter, without inſiſting upon any antecedent righ- 
teouſneſs, to believe on the LORD FESUS 
CHRIST; and aſſures the poor alarmed ſinner, 
that, in ſo doing, he ſhould be faved ++. 

So that nothing is required, in order to our parti- 
cipation of CHRIST and his benefits, but a convic- 
tion of our need, a ſenſe of their worth, and a will- 
ingnels to receive them in the appointed way ; receive 
them, as the freeſt of gifts, or as matter of mere 
grace. Come, and take freely =, is our MASTER's 
language ; without ſtaying to acquire any graceful 
qualities, 1s his meaning. 

Ther. Surely, to come without any holineſs, with- 
out any decent preparative, muſt be a groſs indignity 
to the divine FESUS. Whoever preſents a peti- 
tion to any earthly ſovereign, will think it abſolutely 
neceſſary, not to appear in a ſlovenly deſhabille, much 


* Fcclus xviii. 3. 

3 Pal. cxlvii. . 
4 John iv. 18. 
+ Acts xvi. 31. 


+ Pfal. cxlv. 16. 
| If. Ixii. 9. 
+ Luke xix 9 


—+ 1 Cor. vi. 9. 10. 
— Rev. XXil. 17. 
2 


ae 
thy raiment. Does not our LORD himſelf, 


e of the wedding-garment, inculcate this 
and caution us againſt a preſumptuous 


146 in fil 
in the parabl 


very point, 
approach f 


Aſp. In the parable you mention, CHRIST is 
both the bridegroom, the feaſt, and the wedding-gar- 
ment *. And who are invited to an union with this 
Bridegroom ? to be gueſts at this feaſt? to be ar- 
rayed with this wedding-garment ?—The meſſengers 
re ſent, not to the manſion-houſes of the rich, or the 
palaces of the mighty ; but to the highways and hed- 

„e where miſery mourns ; and poverty pines z and 
b ſcneſs hides her head.—To whom is their meſſage ad- 
dreſſed ? To the poor, the maimed, the halt, the blind f. 

rſons who have no amiable or recommending en- 
dowments, but every /oat//ome and diſguſiſul property. 

Yet theſe (mark the paſſage, my dear friend; mark 
well the encouraging circumſtance) theſe are not only 
not forbidden, but entreated, —importuned,—and by 
an the arts of perſuaſion, by every weighty or win- 
ning motive, compelled to come in. — And after all this, 
ſurely, it cannot be an act of preſumption to accept, 
but muſt be a breach of duty to refuſe the invitation. 

Ther. You take no notice of the man, who was found 
without a wedding-garment : which is by far the moſt 
alarming incident, and that which gives me no ſmall 
uncalineſs. 

Aſp. And does my Theron take proper notice of the 
divine declaration? I have prepared my dinner, ſays the 
KING eternal. Al things are ready f. © Whatever 
« js neceſſary for the juſtification, the holineſs, the 
„ complete ſalvation of ſinners, is provided in the 
« merit and the grace of my SON. Let thern come 
« therefore, as to a nuptial banquet ; and freely en- 
« joy my munificence; and feaſt their ſouls with the 
« royal proviſion.” 

The man without a nc grant, denotes the 
ſpecious ſuperficial profeſſor ; who is called by CHRIST's 
name, but has never put on CHRIST FE SUS by 
faith. —Shall I tell you more plainly whom this cha- 
racer repreſents ? You yourſelf, my dear Theron, was, 
ſome months ago, in the ſtate of this unhappy crea- 
ture, when you truſted in yourſelf, and thought 
highly of your own, thought meanly of your S A V I- 
O U R's nghteouſneſs, 

I congratulate my friend, on his happy deliverance 
from ſo dangerous a condition. You and I are now 
like the returning prodigal. Let us remember, that 
he came with no recommendation, either of dreſs, of 
perſon, or of character. None but his nakedneſs, his 
miſery, and an acknowledgment of vileneſs, which 
had every aggravating, not one extenuating circum- 
ſtance, Yet he was received,—received with inex- 
preſſible indulgence ; and clothed with that firſt, that 
beſt, that divineſt robe ||, the righteouſneſs of F ESU 8 
CHRIST. | 

Let us accuſtom ourſelves to conſider this incompa- 
rable robe, under its evangelical character. It is not 
a matter of bargain, nor the ſubject of fale, but a deed 
of gift. The gift of righteouſneſs, ſays the apoſtle. 
And gifts, we all know, are not to be purchaſed, but re- 
ceived. 

Ther. Is nothing then, nothing to be done on our 
part !—no heavenly-mindedneſs to be exerciſed ? no 
victory over dur luſts gained? no fruits of ſanctifica- 
tion produced ? 

4/p. Theſe legal apprehenſions! how cloſely they 
cleave to my Theron's mind ! But, I hope, the word 
of G OD, which pierceth to the dividing aſunder the 
foul and ſpirit, will give the ſevering blow.—And 


* Matth, xxii. 11. Hee veſtis oft juftitia CHRIST 1. 


Des EI. in loc. 
+ Luke xiv. 21. +; Matth. xxk. 4. 


| Luke xv. 22. Ty ror r vporuv, 


No XIV. 
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what ſays that ſacred word ? It deſcribes the goſpel, as 
a will or teſtament *, and all its glorious bleſſings, as 
legacies bequeathed by the dying L SUS. When 

our old acquaintance Charicles left you a handſome 
egacy; what did you do to eſtabliſh your title, and 
make it your own ? | 

Ther. My title was pre-eſtabliſhed by my friend's do- 
nation. I had nothing to do, but to claim, to accept, 
and to poſſeſs. | | 
Afp. Do the very ſame in the preſent caſe. They 
who believe, are heirs, undoubted heirs of the righ- 
teouſneſs which is by faith f. Sure you cannot ſuppoſe, 
that CHRIS T's kindneſs is leſs ſincere, or that 
CHRIST's donations are leſs valid, than thoſe of 
an earthly teſtator. | 

Ther. 'This illuſtration hardly reaches the point. I 
ſpeak not of doing any thing, by way of merit, but 
by way of qualification. 

Aſp. If there be any qualification, I think it is our 
extreme indigence. This indeed it will be proper to 
have; and this, I preſume, you are not without. 
Other qualification, neither reaſon preſcribes, nor 
{cripture requires. 

Reaſon preſcribes no other, —The gifts of the great e- 
ternal SOVEREIGN are intended, not to re- 
cognize our imaginary worth, but to aggrandize our 
views of his mercy and grace. To anſwer ſuch a de- 
ſign, the unworthy and the ſinners are duly qualified; 
nay, are the only qualified perſons. 

Scripture requires no other. —The ever-merciful S A- 
VIOUR ſays not, They are unqualified for my me- 
rits; they have no valuable or noble acquirements. 


But this is his tender complaint; They will not come to 


me, juſt as they are; with all their ſins about them; 
with all their L hs upon them ; that they may have 
life f —Pray, take notice of this text; and you will 
ſee things placed in a new light, ranged in a new or- 
der. SanCtification, heavenly-mindedneſs, and a victory 
over our luſts, are not ſo much the qualities which he 
requires, as the bleſſings which he will confer. | 
Ther. * The unworthy and ſinners, the only qual 
«© ed!” of this expreſſion I cannot but take particu 
notice. Then Judas ſhould ſtand in the rank of 
qualiſied perſons; and the devout centurion, whe 
prayers and alms had come up as a memorial e GOD, 
was thereby unqualified for the favour of heaven. 
Aſp. If you obſerved my expreſſion, I ſpoke in the 
hypothetical manner ; made a ſuppoſition, rather than 
advanced an aſſertion, J there be any qualification, 
this is the only one. But, ſtrictly ſpeaking, there is 
no ſuch thing. The impulſive or inclining cauſe of 
all G O D's . ſhewn, of all G O D's goodneſs 
exerciſed, is—from the creature? No; but from him- 
ſelf, himſelf alone. He has mercy, not becauſe this 
or that perſon is amiable, is meet, or qualified, but be- 
cauſe he will have mercy, And as for our need of 
mercy and reconciliation, ariſing from our ſinfulneſs, 
this can no more conſtitute a rea/ qualification for the 
bleſſings, than an act of rebellion can qualify for the 


firſt honours of the ſtate. 
But this we muſt allow, that ſuch need, ſuch miſe- 


* Heb. ix. 16. 17. This notion not only runs through the 
ſcriptures, but ſtands conſpicuous even in their title - page. 
What are they called? THE OLD and Tue NAW TesTA- 
MENT.—What is a teſtament? An authentic deed, in which 
eſtates are tranſmitted, and legacies bequeathed. In other to- 
ſtaments, ſome earthly poſſeſſion; in this, the heavenly patri- 
mony, even all the riches of grace, and the everlaſting inheri- 
tance of glory.—Did we conſider the ſcriptures in this light, it 
would be a moſt engaging invitation, to ſearch them with aſ- 
ſiduity and pleaſure, What child is willing to continue igno : 
rant of a deceaſed parent's laſt will and teſtament ? Who does 
not covet to know, - what honours, hereditaments, and wealth 
devolve to his enjoyment, by ſuch an intereſting and venerable 


conveyance ? | 
+ Heb. xi. 7. 0 1 John v. 40. | 
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„ ſuch ſinfulneſs, illuſtrate the freene/s, and manifeſt 


the riches of grace. And this we 2 never for- 


et, that G O D's firſt and leading purpoſe, in all his 

avourable diſpenſations to fallen man, is, to demon- 
ſtrate the ſovereignty, and advance the glory of his 
8 LORD, promiſing a very extraordinary 

eliverance to Iſrael, ſays, Not for your ſakes, be it 
known unto you, do I this * ſignal Ty of kindneſs.— 
What then is the inducement ? We find it in the fol- 
lowing declaration; J, even I am HE, that blotteth out 
your tranſgreſſions for my own ſake 4, and according to the 
good pleaſure of my will —What is the end of all? It is 
FOR T HE PRAISE OF THE GLORY OF HIS GRACE I. A pro- 
per motto this, for all the diſplays of divine goodneſs 
to ſinful men. It has been inſcribed by the hand of 
truth and inſpiration. Time and eternity, inſtead of 
eraſing the lines, will only ſtamp them deeper, and 
open them wider. 

Ther. This is ſuch a gift !—To be intereſted in all 
the merits of CHRIST! To have his immaculate 
righteouſneſs imputed to my ſoul !—So that from 
henceforth there ſhall be no fear of condemnation, 
but a comfortable enjoyment of freeſt love, and a de- 
lightful expectation of completeſt glory! 

Aſp. If this rich donation ſurpaſs your very thoughts, 
and fill you with grateful aſtoniſhment ; it is ſo much 
the better adapted to diſplay, what the ſcripture very 
emphatically ſtyles, the abundant, the ſuperabundant, 
the exceeding abundant || grace of our GO D. OD 
hath pleaſure in the proſperity of his ſervants. He is 
a boundleſs ocean of love; ever flowing, yet abſolute- 
ly inexhauſtible. See! what an innumerable variety 
of benefits are tranſmitted from yonder fun, to glad- 
den all the regions of nature! Yet the ſun is but a 


part; its hagheſt ſplendor, no more than a ſhade ; its 


uninterrupted and moſt profuſe communications of 
light, a poor diminutive ſcantling; compared with the 
riches of divine benignity. 

The ſervant in the parable, who owed ten thouſand 
talents, craved only ſome merciful forbearance. Where- 
as his generous lord remitted the whole ſum, and 
gave him an acquittance in full; I forgave thee all 
Har debt 4. — Vou wonder, and very deſervedly, at 
ſuch vaſt generoſity. But what had been your admi- 
ration to ſee the noble maſter admitting this obno- 
xious ſlave to a ſhare in his dignity ? what if he had 
made ſo worthleſs a wretch, the chief of his family, 
and the heir of his eſtate? This perhaps, you —5 
ſay, exceeds the bounds of credibility. Yet GOD al- 
mighty's ſtupendous beneficence exceeds all this. He 
not only ſpares guilty creatures, but makes them his 


children; makes them inheritors of his kingdom; and 


as an introduction to all, or rather as the crown of all, 
makes them partaters + of his SON, 
Ther. The gift is ineſtimable; of more value than all 


worlds. It wilt render me blefſed and happy, now 


and for ever. And may ſo unworthy a creature look 
for a bleſſing, thus ſuperlatively excellent? 

Ap. Unworthy — my dear friend, dwell no lon 
upon that obſolete topic. 'The teſt — is 
no objection in CHRIST's account, when the ſoul is 
convinced of ſin, and the heart deſirous of a SA VI 
OUR. And as for worthineſs, this is as much diſ- 
avowed by the goſpel, as equivocal generation is ex- 


, * Ezek. xxxvi. 32. 
1 J lilli. 25. "voy For my own fake. Which teaches us, 
that G O'D, and nothing in the creature, is the original, en- 
tire, ſole cauſe of all grace and every gracious vouchſafement, 
It is not only by him, and through him, but to him; far the 
honour of his benign perfections, that we are pardoned, ac- 
cepted, ſaved. | | | 
n t Eph. i. 6. 


fee rape: 2 Cor. ix. 14. — rum e,. Rom. 
ao. — rn » xapic, 2 Tim. i. 14. 
+ Matth. xviti. 32. + Heb. iii. 14. 
» == The ancients imagined, that many vegetables and inſets 


vere produced by, I know not what, plaſtic power in the ſun, 
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ploded by the diſcoveries of our improved philoſ 
— Nay farther, this notion is diametrically contra,” 


the goſpel, and totally u e of the covenant of 


ace. 

Ther. In what reſpect ? 

Aſp. Becauſe it would make our own duty and 
obediencethe terms. Whereas the terms were CHRIST's 
ſuffering, and CHRIST's obedience. Theſe are the 
hinge on which that great tranſaction turns, and on 
which the hope of the world hangs. 

Ther. Be more particular, A/paſia. 

Aſp. The firſt covenant was made with Adam, for 
himſelf and us. Breaking it, he loſt his original righ- 
teouſneſs, and becanie ſubject to death; was, at once, 


a bankrupt and a rebel. Now you cannot ſuppoſe, that 


the almighty MAJESTY would enter into a freſh co. 
venant with an zfofvent and attainted creature. It 
pleaſed, therefore, the SECOND PERSON of the ad. 
orable TRINITY, to undertake our cauſe, to become 
our ſurety, and put himſelf in our ſtead. With hin 
the ſecond covenant was made. He was charged with 
the performance of the conditions ; thereby to obtain 
pardon and righteouſneſs, grace and glory, for all his 
people. I have made à covenant with my CHO SEN 
ONE, is the language of the MOST HIGH. And the 
terms were (you will permit me to repeat the momen- 
tous truth) not your worthineſs or mine, but the in- 
carnation, the obedience, the death of G O D's ever- 
bleſſed SON. 

Ther. Has man then no office aſſigned, no part to 
act, in the covenant of grace? 

Aſp. He has: but it is a part which my friend ſeems 
very loath to diſcharge. His part is to accept the bleſſ- 
ings, fully purchaſed by the SAVIOUR, and trecly 
preſented to the ſinner. His part is, not to diſhonour 
the REDEEMER's gracious interpoſition, and infinite» 
ly-ſufficient performance, by hankering after any me- 
rit of his own. His part (why will you conſtrain me 
to reiterate in this manner ?) is, not to bring money 
in his hand, with the ten brethren ; but, with an 
empty hand, and like an 1impoverithed Lazarus, to take 
hold of G O D's covenant +. 

Ther. If this be the nature of the new covenant, 
I muſt. confeſs; I have hitherto been ignorant of the 

ofpel. | ; 

n 405. And from hence ariſes your preſent diſtreſs ; 
from hence your averſeneſs to receive comfort. You 
are a philoſopher, Theron ; and have been accuſtomed 
to examine nicely the proportion of objects, rather 
than to weigh them in-the balance of the r 
Here you find all proportion ſwallowed up and lo 
This quite. overthrows all your concluſions, drawn 
from the fitneſs of things. Here man is nothing, lels 
than nothing, while grace is all in all. — And ſhould 
we not, however unwortlhiy in ourſelves, magnify che 
grace of our GOD? 

Ther. Moſt certainly. : 

Aſp. How can this be done, but by expecting great 


and other elements. This is called equivocal generation, Whers- 
as the modern philofophers maintain, that every individual of 
this kind derives its being from ſome parent-vegetable or pa- 
rent · animal. This is ſtyled univecal generation: | . 
* Pſal, Ixxxix. 3. It is generally allowed, that this pſalm, in 
its ſublimeſt ſenſe, is referable to CHRIST; and, in its full 
extent, is referable only unto CHRIST, If ſo, I think, it 
would be more ſignificant and emphatical, to render 
my CHOSEN © NE.— This will furniſh out a very clear 
and cogent argument to prove, that the covenant of grace was 
made with our LORD JESUS. juſt ſuch an argument 9 
tho apoſtle: uſes, to convince the Galatians, that the promiſes 
of the covenant were made to the ſame divine PERSO 
Gal. iii, 16,—From both which premiſes this important conclu- 
ſion follows, That juſtification and every ſpiritual bleſſing are 
the purchaſe of CHRIS 7's obedience; are lodged in him 25 
the great proprietary; are communicated to ſinners only chrough 
the exerciſe of faith, or = = of believing. See Zech. is. 11. 
Vi. 4+ 
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latively- precious bleſſings from his hand? 
* — you oe, had a — but indigent 
hiloſopher, in his court. Our adept in ſcience was 
once particularly ſtraitened in his circumſtances. To 
hom ſhould he apply, but to his patron, the con- 
ue of the world? His requeſt was no ſooner made 
than granted. Alexander gives him a commiſſion, to 
receive of his treaſurer whatever he wanted. He im- 
mediately demands, in his ſovereign's name, a hundred 
talents &. — The treaſurer, ſurpriſed at ſo large a de- 
mand, refuſes to comply; but waits upon tlie king, 
and repreſents the affair; adding withal, how unrea- 
ſonable he thought the petition, and how exorbitant 
the ſum.—Alexander hears him with patience : but, 
as ſoon as he had ended his remonſtrance, replies ; 
« Let the uy be inſtantly paid. I am delighted 
« with this philoſopher's way of thinking. He has 
« done me a ſingular honour; and ſhewed, by the 
« largeneis of his requeſt, what a high idea he has 
a conceived, both of my - ſuperior wealth, and my 
« royal munificence.“ 

Thus, my dear Theren, let us honour, what the in- 
ſpired penman ſtyles, the marvellous loving-kindneſs of 
FEHOVAH. From the King, whoſe name is the LORD 
of hoſts, let us expect,—not barely what correſponds 
with our low models of generolity, much leſs what 
we ſuppoſe proportioned to our fancied deſerts, but 
what is ſuitable to the unknown magnificence of his 
name, and the unbounded benevolence of his heart. 
Then we ſhall chearfully and affuredly truſt, that 
CHRIST FESU S will be made of GOD to us wiſ- 
dom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanttification, and redemption : 
that HE, who hath given himſelf for us t, will give us 
of his SPIRIT f, and will give unto us eternal life ||. 

Ther. Yes, upon condition, that we fight the good 
fight, and finiſh our courſe of duty. Henceforth, ſays 
the apoſtle, after this is done, there is laid up for me, 
and for other victorious ſoldiers, for other faithful la- 
bourers, a crown of righteouſneſs. 

Aſp. To ſuch perſons the crown will affuredly be 
vouchſafed. But is it vouchſafed on account of their 
ſucceſsful warfare, or —— obedience ? If ſo, 
Iſrael may vaunt themſelves, and jay, Mine own hand, 
not the REDEEMER's interpoſition, hath ſaved me 4. 

Not to repeat what has already been alleged, in o 
poſition to this opinion ;=not to produce what might 
tarther be urged, from a variety of ſcriptural teſtimo- 
nies I ſhall only deſire you to obſerve, what the 
apoſtle himſelf adds in this very place. There is 
laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs : but is this the 
pay, proportionate and due to his own ſervices ? Is it 
what he claims and demands, on the foot of duty per- 
formed? The very title of the reward implies the 
contrary. It is @ crown of righteouſneſs, becauſe pur- 
chaſed by the meritorious and conſummate righteouſ- 
neſs of CHRIST. The action of the Judge declares 
the contrary: which the LO R D, the righteous Fudge, 
Hall give me at that day. It is, you ſee, an act of fa- 
vour; the iſſue of unmerited bounty; what neither 
faint, nor martyr, nor apoſtle enjoys, but only by way 
of gracious donation ++. 

I would fain have my Theron form more honourable 
apprehenſions concerning the mercy and the bounty 
of our LORD FESUS CHRIST. He will beſtow 
what you ſuppoſe he exacts. He is really a benefactor, 


where you would repreſent him as a er. The 
About ten thouſand pounds. 
T Eph. v. 2. f John iv. 13. | John x. 28. 


+ Judg. vii. 8. | 
+ 2 Tim, iv. 8, The word aovru, as it ſtands in the preſent 
connettion, is, I think, very properly explained by a late pious 
Profeſſor of divinity at Glaſgow : Profitetur fiduciam ſuam de 
. mercede, quam DEUS Frames promifit omnibus fideli- 
„ et ut Juſtus judex, juſte fimul et ex gratia rependet, non ex 


Merito ullo noftro, ſed priora dena ſua gratuita paſterioribus gra- 


Puito cumulando. Dicks oxi Expoſ. Analyt. 
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LORD will give grace, at well as glory. He knows, 
you have neither ſtrength nor merit, therefore he will 


ſupply your want of both, from his own unfathom- 
able fulneſs. 


Ther. Ah! my Aſpafio! you don't know my ſtate. 
I have not only no merit, but great guilt * ; was, by 
nature, a child of wrath; have been, by practice, a 
{lave of ſin; and, what is worſe, am ſtill corrupt; 
have ſtill a carnal heart.—And has not ſuch a wretch 
forfeited all title to the divine favour ? Nay, does he 
not deſerve the vengeance of eternal fire ? 

Aſp. That we all deſerve this miſery, is beyond dif- 
pute. I am truly glad, that we are ſenfible of our de- 
merit. Here our recovery begins, Now we are to 
believe, that the LORD FESUS has ſatisfied di- 
vine juſtice; has paid a glorious price, on purpoſe to 
obtain for ſuch ill-deſerving, ſuch hell-deſerving crea- 
tures, all pardon, all holineſs, and everlafting happi- 
neſs. According to the import of that charming 


_ ſcripture, When we were enemies (and what is there in 


an enemy, to beſpeak favour, or deſerve benefits ?) we 
were reconciled to G O D by the death of his SON 4. 

You have great guilt. But is this areaſon why you 
ſhould be excluded from the bleſſings of the covenant? 
Contemplate the ſtate of that forlorn and wretched 
outcaſt, deſcribed in the ſixteenth of Ezetiel. An in- 
fant in its blood : this repreſents a ſinner, who has no- 
thing to excite love, but all that may provoke abhor- 
rence. Yet what ſays the HOLY ONE of [/azl? 
When I ſaw thee, not waſhed, and purified, and made 
meet for my acceptance, but ' polluted in thy blood ; 
loathſome with detilement, and laden with iniquity; 
then, even then I /aid unto thee, Live: I ſpread my flirt 
over thee; and thou becameſt mine. This is the manner 
of his proceeding, not barely to one nation, but to 
all his people; not in one period of time only, but 
through all generations. 

You are ill corrupt; one that is ſenſible of his cor- 
ruption, and acknowledges his ſinfulnefs | Then you 
are the very perſon, for whom the SAVIOUR's 
righteouſneſs is intended; to whom it is promifed,— 
You: are a governor of the county-hoſpital, Theron. 
You have been induſtrious in promoting, and are ar- 
tive in ſupporting, that excellent inſtitution ; where 
Medicine with her healing ſtores, and Religion with 
her heavenly hopes, act as joint handmaids to Charity. 
What are the circumſtances which render any perſons 
the proper objects for an admiſſion into your infirmary? 

Ther. Their poverty, and their diſtemper. Wi 
out poverty, they would not need; and free from 
diſtemper, they would not prize, the benefit of our 
modern Betheſda. | 

Aſp. Apply this to the caſe under conſideration. 
The whole world is in a ſtate of fſpirituab' diſorder. 
CHRIST is ſtyled, by the inſpited writer; the LORD 


I believe, no one experienced in the ſpiritual life will ſu- 
ſpect, that Theron ſpeaks out character. Conſcience, when 
once alarmed, is a ſtubborn and unceremonious thing. It pays 
no deference to wealth; it never ſtands in awe of grandeur; 
neither can it be ſoothed by the refinements of education, or 
the atainments of learning. And we generally find, that a 
moſt unaccountable propenſity to ſelf- worthineſs, ſtrong 
poſſeſſes the new-awakened convert. He is perpetually raiſing 
objections, founded on the want of perſohal merit ; notwith> 
ſtanding all our remonſtrances, to quiet his fears, and remove 
his jealouſies. It is truly a hard taſk; for a mind, naturally 
leavened with legal pride, to come naked and miſerable to 
CHRIST; td come, diveſted of every recommendation but 
that of extreme wretchedneſs ; and receive, from the hand bf 
unmerited benignity, the free riches of evangelical grace.” 


8 Rom. v. 10. 

1 | are tarly emphitical; not doubted 

but redoubled; to — 4 
ed 


o denote, at once, | the ranged of the 
fact, yet the · certainty of the favour. n [ paſſed by thee, 
and ſaw thee polluted in thine own blood, I ſaid unto thee when 
thou waſt in thy bloed, Live yea, I ſeid unto mu when thow 
waſt in thy bi, Live, Ek, Avi: . {240 
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our healer x. The gift of his righteouſneſs, the balm 
of his blood, and the influences of his SPIRIT, are 
the ſovereign reſtorative. 
fanciful perſuaſion of our health, but a feeling convic- 
tion of our diſeaſe, which renders us proper objects of 
his recovering grace.—He came, not to call the righteous, 
the righteous in their own eyes, but innere f, {elf-con- 
demned and ruined ſinners, to give them repentance, 
and pardon, and newneſs of life. 

Ther. But if any fooliſh and refractory patients have 
abuſed our way inten it is a ſtanding unalterable 
rule of the houſe, never to admit them a ſecond time, 
however preſſing their exigencies, or however power- 
ful their recommender, I have, not once only, but 
through the whole courſe of my life, abuſed the mar- 
vellous loving-kindneſs of the LORD. : 

Aſp. And is not the LORD ſuperior to all his crea» 
tures, in acts of pardon, as well as of power ? Yes, as 
thoſe heavens are higher than this proſtrate earth, ſo 
much more enlarged and extenſive is the divine cle- 
mency,—than the wideſt ſphere of human kindneſs, 
ſhall I ſay ? rather than the boldeſt flights of human 
imagination. Your ſtatutes are inexorable, in caſe of 
one notorious irregularity committed. But the free 

ift of a REDEEMER's righteouſneſs is vouch- 

fed, notwithſtanding many offences, unto juſtification }. 
It is the glory of our almighty RULER, and redounds 
to the honour of his crucified SON, to paſs over 
not a ſingle tranſgreſſion only, but a multitude of 
provocations; to be altogether as uncqualled in mercy, 
as HE is abſolutely ſupreme in majeſty. 

As it is the grofſeſt pride, to entertain high notions 
of our own accompliſhments, or to expect eternal life 
on the ſcore of our own obedience ; ſo it will be the 
greateſt affront to the grandeur of C HRIST's merits, 
and the freeneſs of his grace, if we ſuppoſe our crimes 
too hainous to be forgiven, or our perſons too vile to 
be accepted. | 

Theron pauſed. —Theſe conſiderations ſeemed to o- 
perate; this anodyne to take effect. Deſirous to im- 
prove the favourable juncture, and impart the needed 

conſolation, 4/pafeo added : 
How often did the inhabitants of Feru/a/em diſre- 
gard the warnings, and. reject the counſels of our 
bleſſed LORD! Ho juſtly might H E have ſworn 
in his wrath; © They ſhall never hear the joyful ſound 
* of my goſpel more. The bleſſings which they have 

« ſo wantonly deſpiſed, and ſo wickedly abuſed, ſhall 
c be irrevocably withdrawn.” — Inſtead of paſſing 
ſuch a ſentence, this is the charge, which, after his 
reſurrection, he gives to his apoſtles: Let repentance 
and remiſſion” of fins be preached in my name to all na- 
tions, BEGINNING AT JERUSALEM þ.—** At Feru- 
« /alem, LORD! Have not the men of that ungrate- 
« ful and. barbarous city been deaf to thy tendereſt 
« jmpartunities? Did they not perſecute thee unto 
% condemnation and death? Are not their weapons 
«- ſtill reeking, as it were, with thy blood; and their 
« tongues ſtill ſhooting out arrows, even bitter words? 
« by which they would murder thy character, as th 
« have already crucified thy on.“ — Yet theſe 
wretches (and could any be more inhuman? could 
any be more unworthy ?) are not only not abhorred, 
but unto them is the meſſage of e, and the word of 
ſalvation ſent. Nay, to ſhew the un elled free- 
neſs of our RE DEE ME R's grace, theſe are fr/2 
upon the heavenly liſt. The glad tidings of pardon 
and life, which are to be publiſhed through the world, 
muſt begin (amazing mercy!) Mus r BEGIN at. Feru: 


ſalem. 
frat) 5 


| "Ther; Thus much I may venture to- profeſs in my 
own behalf: That I long for this bleſſing; I pray for 
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„rod. xv 26. \ + Match. ix. 13. Adds v. 31, 
+ Rom. v. 16. | Prov. Aix, 11. 4 Luke xxiv. 47. 
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And ſure it cannot be a 
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this bleſſing; — but I cannot ſee my title to this .- 
prehenſive and ineſtimable — char. e 

Aſp. I behold it perfectly clear. Some days ago, - 
worthy clergyman, who lately came to ſettle 15 * 
neighbourhood, did himſelf the honour of mak; : 
one at your table. After dinner you ſhewed him wy 
library ; we took a walk in your garden; and Lav 
the agreeable tour of the fiſh-ponds. Then — 
that amiable frankneſs of mien and accent, Which | 
ſo peculiar to my friend, and exceedingly endears all 
his favours, — you told him, “ That he was as wel 
come to any book in your ſtudy, as if the whole 
e collection was his own : that if, on a viſit from for, 
* acquaintance of ſuperior rank, he ſhould with to * 

accommodated with a more delicate entertainment 
than uſual, the productions of your waters, and of 
your hot- beds, were entirely at his ſervice: and 
&« that his 1 ey of your offers, without the leaſt 
« ſhineſs or reſerve, would be the moſt pleaſing com- 
“ pliment he could pay you on the occalion.” 

What ſays the great PROPRIETOR of all good? 
If any man, however unworthy his perſon, or obnox;. 
ous his character, thirſt ; thirk for the bleſſings of my 
evangelical kingdom; let him come unto ME, the foun. 
tain of theſe living waters, and drink his fill &. You 


yourſelf acknowledge, that you long for the ſacred 


privileges of the goſpel. Your heart is awakened in. 
to habitual and lively deſires after the ſalvation of 
CHRIST. What is this but, in the ſpiritual ſenſe 
to thirſt? To you therefore the promiſe is made; to 
you the riches of this benign diſpenſation belong. 

That clergyman has not the leaſt ſuſpicion of being 
diſappointed, in caſe he ſhould ſend for a brace of 
carp from your canal, or a fine melon from your gar- 
den.—Why is he ſo confident? Becauſe he has done 
you any ſignal ſervice? No; but becauſe you have 
paſſed your word, and made the generous offer.—And 
why ſhould you harbour the leaſt doubt concernin 
the divine veracity ? Why ſhould you call in queſtion 
2 right to theſe heavenly treaſures? ſince it is 

ounded on a grant altogether as free, altogether 2s 
clear, as your own indulgent conceſſion ; and infinitely 
more firm than any human engagement ; founded on 
the fidelity of that ſublime BEING, who “ remem- 
<« bers his covenant and promiſe to a thoutand gene- 
“ rations.” | | 

Ther. It is impoſſible to confute, 
lieve, what you urge. 

Aſp. What I urge, is not the voice of a few dubious 
paſſages, nicely culled from the book of G OD, or 
forcibly wreſted by the interpretation of man. The 
whole tenor of inſpiration runs, with the greateſt per- 
2 and the greateſt uniformity, in this delight- 


yet difficult to be 


ſtrain.— Let me, out of a multitude, produce ano- 


ther expreſs from the court of heaven. Ho / every 


one that thirſteth, come ye 70 the waters, even he that 


hath no money. Come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy 
wine and milk, without money and without price t.—Wine 
and milk undoubtedly ſignify the pardon of our fins, 
and the juſtification of our perſons ; the communica- 
tions of ſanctifying grace, and the hope of eternal 
glory- Theſe are nouriſhing and refreſhing to the 
oul, as milk the richeſt of foods, and as wine the 
beſt of cordials, are to the body. Theſe, you fee, 


are to be obtained, without money, and without price; 


without any merit of our own ; without any plea de- 
duced from vurſelves; by poor, undone, periſhing 
bankrupts.—They are to be enjoyed by every one, who 
unfeignedly eſteems them, and humbly ſeeks them. 
No exception is made; no excluſive clauſe added. It 
is not ſaĩd, Any one that is worthy, but every one that 
thirſteth.—To leave no room for any miſgiving appre- 
henfions, the kind invitation is repeated, Buy and eat; 
buy wine and milk, The invaluable yet free tender is 


+ II. le. 1. 


* Joha vii. 37. 
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and again; He that hath no money ; 

without price. And both are prefled 
on us with a very remarkable, with the molt affec- 

en vehemence ; Come ye ; come ye 5 yea come. 

Hlad our heavenly BENEFACTAOR permitted 

+ to draw up this inſtrument of conveyance, and 
— it according to our own wiſh ; what language 
- 14 we have contrived, to render either the grant 
7 or our claim more ſecure ? 

Ther. Theſe are chearing truths. They amount to 
Lttle leſs than a demonſtration. And I am ready to 
declare, in the language of Agrippa, Almeſt thou per- 
ſuadeſt me to commence a believer. 

Aſp. And why, my dear friend, why not altogether? 
Can you diſtruſt the ſincerity of the divine overtures? 
If the overtures are real, your title is unqueſtionable. 
—Nay, there 1s more than an overture. You have an 
a4ual gift from the almighty MAJESTY. To vs, 
gays the prophet, — including all that wait for the re- 
demption of CHRIST, and the conſolation of //rael, 
ia child is born . To us, — he repeats the precious 
truth ; to declare his exuberant Joy , and denote the 
abſolute certainty of the thing, —a Son i given; even 
GOD's own S ON, the ever- bleſſed FESUS, to 
be our PROPITIATION, our SURETY, 
our complete REDEEMER. | 

Juſt caſt a look upon yonder neat lodge. Though 
placed in the centre of a ſpacious field, it ſeems to be 
contiguous with the extremity of the viſta. The eye, 
travelling over ſuch a length of ground, has almoſt 
loſt the windows, and the decent ornaments of the 
front. But I ſhall not ſoon loſe the idea of that ami- 
able munificence ; which, as I was rambling one plea- 
fant morning, and accidentally called at the houſe, I 
learned from its preſent owner.—He was, I find, one 
of your ſervants 3 had ſpent ſeveral years in your fa- 
mily ; when he ſettled in the world, you beſtowed up- 
on him that commodious box, and a pretty adjacent 
firm; to - poſſeſs, without moleſtation or control, 
during his life. Does he not reckon the little eſtate, 
by virtue of your donation, to'be his own ? as much 
Ins own, for the time preſcribed, as if he had 
paid an equivalent in money ?—Since the LORD 


ait hot money 5 


JEHOVAH has given us his SON, and all his un- 


utterable merits; why ſhould we not, with an aſſurance 
of faith, receive the incomparable gift? Why ſhould 
we not confide in it, as firmer than the firmeſt deed ; 
and far more inviolable than any royal patent? —Eſfpe- 
cially ſince it has been ſealed to us in every ſacramen- 
tal ordinance, and witneſſed by every good motion of 
the HOLR SPIRIT in our hearts. 

Ther. My ſervant never affronted my authority. If 
he had vihfied my character, or inſulted my perſon, 
mould I then have been inclined to make the ſame ad- 
vantazc015 ſettlement ? . 

Aſp. erein appears the infinite ſuperiority of the 
divine bounty, G OD is rich in mercy, not only to 
the ob<dicnt and grateful, but to the unthankful and 
unworthy. To the LORD our G OD, fays the pro- 
phet, belong mercies and forgiveneſſes ; in meaſure ſu- 
perabundant, and in continuance unwearied ; and this, 
notwithſtanding we have offended him, by our mani- 
fold failures in duty ; nay, have rebelled || againſt him, 
by flagrant violations of his law. | 

In ſweet concert with this prophetical lefſon, ſings 
the tranſported 2/almiſt : Thau LO RD, in thy ſacred 


* If. ix. 6. | 
t Virgil has copied the het's ine manner. He vepre- 

ſents Joy, A — — 12 ſame ſpirited ſtrain, 
wich the ſame reiterated earneſtneſs: | 1 

— — — —art———_ — Humilemque videmus 

Italiam. Italiam primus conclamat Achates. - © 

Italiam {eto ſocii clamore ſalutant. 
| 1 8ee Gen. xli.q2z ůꝗ 
Dan. ix. 9. The original is V chan which no expreſ- 
fion, in the Hebrew language, bears a more-obnoxious fignifi- 
cation, It denotes the moſt audacious and the moſt flagitious im- 
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humanity, haſt aſcended up on high ; aſcended, from 
the low caverns of the tomb, to the higheſt throne -1 


the higheſt heavens. — Thou haſt led captivity captive : 


haſt aboliſhed death, that univerſal tyrant z and ſub- 
dued thoſe powers of darkneſs, which had enflaved the 
whole world. — Like a glorious azd triumphant con- 
queror, thou haſt alſo received gifts ; not merely for 
thy own fruition, but to confer on others, by way of 
honorary and enriching largeſs. — What are tha 
gifts, Theron? | 

Ther. The gifts of the goſpel, I ſuppoſe ; pardon of 
ſin, the influences of the HOLY SPIRIT, and thoſe 
other privileges of Chriſtianity, which conſtitute the 
preſent happineſs of mankind, and prepare them for 
future bliſs, ; 

Aſp. You rightly judge. And for whom were thoſe 
royal, thoſe heavenly donatives received ? If you have 
an inchnation to beflow a {word ſet with diamonds, a 
finely-wrought piece of plate, or an exquiſitely-finiſh- 
ed picture; what names preſent themſetves to your 
thoughts? What perſons are the objeas of your 
choice? The approved friend, or diſtinguiſhed favou- 
rite, I make no queſtion. — But for whom (let me aſk 
again, ſince it is a point of the laſt importance) were 
thoſe heavenly donatives received? 

Ther. Let me recollect: Thou receivedſt gifts, —not for 
fallen angels, but for men; — and not for thy friends, 
but for thy enemies; — yea, for the rebellious alſo &. 
Merciful heaven! What a word is this! and does it 
come from the GOP of truth ?—Gifts! divine gifts! 
gifts of unſpeakable value, and eternal duration ! and 
theſe to be conferred on enemies, on the rebellious! 
wretches, who are deſtitute of all ious qualifica- 
tions; who deſerve not the leaſt fayour; but have 


reaſon to expect the frowns of indignation, and the 


{word of vengeance | 

4p. Thus it is written, in thoſe ſacred conſtitutions, 
which are far more ſtedfaſt and ynalterable, than the 
law of the Medes and Perfieus.—Thus it is ſpoken, by 
the mouth of that almighty BEING, with whom 
there is no variableneſs, nor the leaſt ſhadow of turn- 
ing. — Let us not, my dear friend, by unreafonable 
unbelief, fruſtrate all theſe promiſes, and reject our 
own mercies. Let us not, by an evil heart of unbe- 
lief, make GOD a liar; and make ourſelves, of all 
creatures, molt muferables 


But fee The clouds, which hung their agreeable 
fables, to damp the ardour, and abate the glare of 
day, are departing. The fun has been colouring their 
fleecy ſkirts, and ſpreading over the floating ſcreen a 
variety of interchangeable hues. Now he begins to 
edge them with gold, and thine them into ſilver, A 
ſure indication, that (like the S but tranfitory 
toys, which they repreſent) they wilt ſoon be 9 8 
from the horizon, and ſeen no — 7 — The brig 
orb, while we are ſpeaking, burſts the veil ; and, 


piety. It denotes that rebellion, which is as the fin of witch- 


craft; and that flubbornneſi, which is as the iniquity of yy. 
the 


Yet, all virulent and execrable . does _ Fr 
yearnjngs af divine pity, nor the exerch divine 
forgiveneſa. With a word derived from dhe ſame root, Saul, 
when cxaſperated almaſt to madneſa, A Jonathan. And 
we know, ſo extremely incenſed, never ſpeak in the 
ſofteſt terms; never touch the ſubſect with a feather, but make 
their tongue, like a ſharp ſword. _ N fat, Magn 
May venture to add, that our.tranflators ſeem to miſtake 
the proper application of the aforementioned paſſage ? The 
repreſent Saul's invettive, flying a wide of dhe. mark, as it is 
overchar god with malice. Son of the pervumſe rebelleews woman! 
This might be aſſerted, whhourthe leaſt impeachment. of Jong · 
than's perſonal loyalty, —Befides, is it nor excefiincty indecent, 
as well as abſolutely: unreaſonable, to. vil eit the macher, 
for the miſdemeanors ef the ſore #—Gurcly, Me clauſe ſhout 
be rendered; in perfect vonſſtenee vh¹h che genius of che ori- 
ginal ; Thou fon ger vg welten; oc, mote 'agpecably co 
the Engliſb idiom, Thu prrewfe 828 echt 1 d . 
33 nnn 
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from a voluminous pomp of parting clouds, pours a 
food of c= over all the face of nature. — We 
ſhall quickly perceive this open ſituation too hot to 
conſiſt with pleaſure ; and muſt be 2 to ſeek for 
ſhelter, in the ſhady apartments of the houſe. 

Will you admit me, Theron, into thoſe ſhady apart- 
ments: 

Ther. Admit you, A/pafie I am ſurpriſed at your 
queſtion. I thought you had known me better; and 
I am ſorry, it ſhould be needful to aſſure you, that 
my houſe is as much your own, as it is mine. The 
more freely you command it, the more highly you 
will oblige me. 


DI A L O 


Un friends had agreed upon a viſit to Philenor. 
They rode through a fine open, fruitful coun- 
try ; which was covered with crops of ripened corn, 
and occupied by ſeveral parties of ruſtics gathering in 
the copious harveſt. 
| The 7ye, white and hoary as it were with age, wa- 
ved its bearded billows, and gave a dry huſky ruſtle 
before the breeze. — The wheat, laden with plenty, 
and beautifully brown, hung the heavy head ; and in- 
vited, by its bending poſture, the reaper's hand. Plats 
of barley, and acres of oats, ſtood whitening in the 
ſun. Upright, and perfectly even, as though the 
gardener's ſhears had clipped them at the top, they 
gratified the ſpectator's eye, and gladdened the farm- 
er's heart. — Beans, partly clad in native green, partly 
transformed and tawny with the parching ray, were 
eparing the laſt employ for the crooked weapon.— 
me of the grain lay flat, in regular rows, on the 
new-made ſtubble. Some was erected, in graceful 
ſhocks, along the briſtly ridges. Some, conveyed 
homewards on the loaded waggon, nodded over the 
oaning axle. | | 
Ihe villages ſeemed to be empty, and all their in- 
habitants poured into the plains. Here were perſons 
of each ſex, and of every age. — The luſty youths, 
ſtooping to their work, plied the ſickle; or ſwept, 
with their ſithes, the falling ranks. — The ſprightly 
females followed, binding he handfuls into ſheaves, 
or piling the ſwarths into haſty cocks. — Diſperſed up 
and down were the children of the needy, gleaning 
the ſcattered ears, and picking their ſcanty harveſt, — 
Nor were the old people abſent ; but crawling into 
the ſun, or ſitting on a ſhady eminence, they beheld 
the toils,—the pleaſing toils they once ſuſtained. 
Ibis is the moſt joyful period of the country-man's 
life ; the long expected crown of all his labours. For 
this he broke the ſtubborn glebe, and manured the 
impoveriſhed ſoil. For this he bore the ſultry beams 


of ſummer, and ſhrunk not from the pinching blaſts - 


of winter. For this he toiled away the year, in a round 
of ceaſeleſs but willing activity; knowing, that * the 
huſbandman muſt labour, before he partakes of the fruits. 
— And will not the bleſſed hope of everlaſting life; 
will not the bright expectation of conſummate bliſs, 
animate us with an equally-chearful reſolution, both 


to reſiſt the temptations, and diſcharge the duties of 


our preſent ſtate 


 - + Short ſeemed the way, and quick paſſed the time, 


2 2 Tim. ii. 6. Beza thinks, that in ſettling the eonſtruction 
of this verſe, the adverb pv ſhould be connected with the 
2 rena. If ſo, the tranſlation exhibited above, may 
bid fair for acceptance; and one of the moſt celebrated hiſto- 
.rians, may have the honour of commenting, on the greateſt of 
the apoſtles; Mx illi falſs-Junt, gui diverſe mas res expettant, 
ignavit voluptatem, et premia virtutis. S4LLUST.i. e. They 
are, beyond all diſpute, moſt egregiouſly miſtaken, who hope 


to unite thaſe incompatible chinge, the pleaſures of indolence, 
and the rewards of induſtry, >  — - KI 


þ © 
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Aſp. May I believe you, Theron? Do 

from your heart ? or muſt I conclude, that vs Þ 

ſibly profeſs, what you have no intention to hoy apa 
— Would you be pleaſed, it I ſhould obſtinately * 
in theſe diſhonourable ſuſpicions, notwithſtandiper 4. 
* friendly proteſtations ? fon 

her. My dear Aſpaſio, I fee your deſign. 

and am aſhamed ; aſhamed to think, that 1 40 
fancy myſelt more punctual in my profeſſions th e 
GOD is true to his word. — LO RD, 1 believe het 
thou mine unbelief ! ps 
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as they travelled through ſuch ſcenes of rural abun. 
dance, and rural delig t. — Before they were aware 
the horſes flopt at Philenor's ſeat : wliere they found. 
to their no ſmall diſappointment, that the maſter was 
gone abroad. They alighted however, and took + 
walk in the gardens. 

The gardens, at proper intervals, and in well- cho. 
ſen ſituations, were interſperſed with pieces of ſtatuary, 
At the turn of a corner, you are—not ſhocked with a 
naked gladiator, or a beaſtly Priapus, — but agrecably 
ſurpriſed with the image of Tully, He is juſt riſen 
from his ſeat, and upon the point of addreflin him- 
ſelf to ſome important oration. A reverential awe 
appears in his countenance ; ſuch as ſilently acknow- 
ledges, that he is going to plead before the rulers of 
the world. Sedate, at the ſame time, and collected 
in himſelf, he ſeems conſcious of ſuperior eloquence, 
and emboldened by the juſtice of his cauſe. His 
thoughtful aſpect, and gracefully-expanded arm, ſpeak 
to the eye, before the tongue has uttered a ſyllable. 

You enter an alley, lined on either fide with a ver- 
dant fan; and having no variety of objects to diver- 
ſify the intermediate ſpace, your view is conducted to 
4 magnificent building at the end. As you walk a- 
long, contemplating the maſterly performance in ar- 
chitecture, an unexpected opening diverts your at- 
tention 3 and preſents you with ſome ſtriking imita- 
tion of virtuous or heroic life. — Not the Macedonian 
madman; nor Sweden's royal knight-errant; nor Cæſar, 
infamouſly renowned for his {ſlaughtered millions; 
but the truly-gallant Czar. A drawn ſword in his 
hand, and a commanding majeſtic ſternneſs on his 
brow. The weapon is held in the moſt menacing 
poſture; and many a ſpectator has been obſerved to 
ſtart back, with apprehenſions of fear. It is that glo- 
riouſly-ſevere attitude, in which the grateful citizens 
of Narva beheld him, and in which all poſterity will 
admire him, when he turned upon his own victorious, 
but ungovernable troops, and threatened to drench 
the dagger in their hearts, if they did not immediate- 
ly deſiſt from rapine * and ſlaughter ; immediately 
allow quarter to their vanquiſhed foes. 

Under a circular dome, ſupported by pillars of the 
Doric order, and in a ſpot where ſeveral walks centre, 
ſtands— not the Venus a Medicis ; corrupting, while it 
captivates the world, — but a Spartan —.— Her 
habit decent and graceful ; ſomewhat like the 7:0 
Matrona of the Romans, as ſhe is finely depictured in 
Mr Spence's Polymetis. Her air ſtately and reſolved; 


r dignity, yet mingled with ſoftneſs. She 
ho 


a ſhield ; is in the act of delivering it to her fon; 


* As ſoon as the ſoldiers were maſters of the town, 
( Narva), they fell to plunder, and gave themſelves up to the 
© moſt enormous barbarities. The Czar ran from place to 
& place, to put a ſtop to the diſorder and maſſacre. He was 


% even obliged to kill with his own hand ſeveral Mu/covitesy 
% who did not hearken to his orders.“ | 
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ſetting out for the army, and going to hazard 
4. — in 8 of his my. She is ſuppo- 
ed to add that ſpirited and magnanimous exhortation, 
which is engraven on the protuberance of the buckler, 
neue — Bring it back, my fon, as thy trophy ; 
or be brought back upon it, as thy bier. 4g | 
| am particularly pleaſed, ſaid Theron, with the con- 
trivance of this laſt ornament. It is regulated by one 
of the moſt refined rules of art; not to laviſh away 
all the beauty at a ſingle view, but to make a ſkilful 
reſerve for ſome future occaſion.— The dome and the 
columns afford pleafure, when beheld at a conſiderable 
diſtance. The fine animated figure in the midſt dif- 
plays its graces, on a nearer approach. By which 
means, the attention 1s Kept awake, and the enter- 
tainment continues new. | 
But what I principally admire, is the Hirit or ſtyle 
of the decorations in general. They put me in mind 
of a very juſt remark, which Mr Pope has ſomewhere 
made. it is, if I remember right, to this effect. 
« A man not only ſhews his taſte, but his virtue, in 
« the choice of his ornaments. A proper piece of 
« hiſtory,repreſented in painting on a rich man's walls, 
« (or exhibited in imagery amidſt his gardens), is very 
« often a better leſſon, than any he could teach by 
« his converſation.” In this fenſe, the ſtones may be 
« ſaid to ſpeak, when men cannot, or will not.” — 


All but the comparative or ſatirical part of the obſer- 


vation, I would apply to the proſpect before us, and 
its worthy owner. 

Aſp. Philenor's gardens are, I think, more chaſte 
and delicate in their ornaments, than a certain col- 
leviate church. In the latter place, we might reaſon- 
ably expect the ſtricteſt adherence to purity, if we 
ſhould not meet with the ſymbols of py and incite- 
ments to religion. What then would be the reflections 
of a judicious obſerver, if, in ſuch a ſolemn and ve- 
nerable edifice, he ſhould ſee a huge brawny fellow 
{tuck up againſt the wall, with his poſteriors half bare, 
his whole body more than half naked, and in an at- 
titude none of the moſt decent #.—-Excuſe me, Theron. 
I confeſs myſelf aſhamed even to rehearſe the deſcrip- 
tion, How then can the ſpectacle itſelf become the 
houſe of divine worſhip ? Wh 


Ther. But perhaps this ſame brawn fellow may re- 


preſent a Heathen demigod; one of the idols worſhip- 
ped by antiquity ; the tutelary deity of valour. . 

Aſp. And will this juſtify the practice? Does nat 
this add profaneneſs to immodeſty ? Are we Chriſtians 
to thank Hercules for the valour of our warriors, and 
make our acknowledgments to Pallas for the conduct 
of our generals? Shall we Chriſtians behold with ad- 
miration, or recognize as our benefactors, what the 


* Referring to the monument, lately erected for MajoR- 
GENERAL FLEMING, in Weſtminfter-Abbey. Where, un- 


der the General's buſt, are placed Hercules and Pallas. Her- 


cules with his club and lion's ſkin, in the manner related above, 
Pallas, with a mirror and a ſerpent at her ſide.— The reader 
may ſee a picture and an explanation of this monument, in the 
Gentleman's Magazine for Auguſt 17 54. 

As this church has been the burial-place of the moſt illuſtri- 
ous perſonages, for many centuries ; as it is the place, where 
all our kings receive their crowns, and many of them depoſit 
their aſhes ; as it is ſingularly eminent for its antiquities and 
monuments ; there is a large reſort both of natives and fo- 
reigners, to view its grand and awful curioſities. Whatever, 
therefore, is erected in a place ſo circumſtanced and ſo diſtin- 


guiſhed, ſhould, I apprehend, not only diſplay an air of ele- 


gance in the execution, but include a beauty of holineſs in the 


deſign : becauſe nothing can lay claim to the , which is 


not poſſeſſed of the 2 *peror. Nor can any performances, thus 
ſituated, be pronounced truly graceful, but ſuch only as corre- 
ſpond with the character, and ſubſerve the deſign of the ſacred 
edifice, It was thought, by a very able critic and a very can- 
did writer, that mere impropriety of taſte, in ornamenting one 
of the monuments, called for his cenfure. Surely then a vio- 
ation of decency, and an approach to Paganiſm, call more loud- 


ly tor public ani | Jom. 8 
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apoſtle has ſtigmatized under tlie character of devils * ? 

If HE, who overthrow the tables of the money- 
changers, had taken a walk in theſe famous cloyſters, 
Iam apt to ſuſpect, he would have paid no very agree- 
able compliment to this fine piece of ſtatuary. Take 
theſe things hence, would probably have been his com- 
mand; and make not the precintts of your temple a cham- 
ber of Pagan imagery, his rebuke 4,—Neither is it at all 
unlikely, that the image itſelf, notwithſtanding its in- 
imitable workmanſhip, might have ſhared the fate of 
its kinſman Dagon ; 

| en the captive art 

Maim'd his brute image, head and hands lopp d off 

In his own temple, on the groundſell edge 

When he fell flat, and ſbam'd his worſhippers f. 

Ther. But how thould the artiſt repreſent the great 
achievements and the ſhining qualities of his hero, if 
you will not allow him to make uſe of theſe fignificant 
emblems ? * 3 

Aſp. I queſtion, whether they are ſo very ſignificant. 
with mirror ſeems to — 2 a fop, * than a 
ſoldier. It leads us to think of a ſoft Narciſſus, admi- 
ring himſelf ; rather than a ſagacious general, planning 
the operations of the campaign. — Beſides, is ſacred 
literature ſo deſtitute of proper emblems, that we 
muſt borrow the decorations of our churches and the 
trophies of our conquerors, from the dreatns of ſuper- 
ſtition or the deluſions of idolatry ? How juſt and ex- 
preflive are thoſe emblematical repreſentations, exhi- 
bited in EzekzePs viſion! where activity and ſpeed are 
ſignified, by. haxds in conjunction with wings ; and 
the deep, the complicated, yet ever-harmonious ſchemes 
of Providence, by a wheel in the middle of a wheel. 
With what propriety and force are the nobleſt endow- 
ments pictured, in the revelations of St John, and 
their grand machinery! Superior wiſdom and bene- 
volence of heart, are deſcribed by the face of a man ; 
ſtrength of mind and intrepidity of ſpirit, by the vi- 
ſage of a lion; calmneſs of temper and indefatigable 
application, by the features of an ox ; a penetrating 
diſcernment, and an expeditious habit of acting, by the 
form of a flying eagle ||: 

Theſe hieroglyphics are graceful, are pertinent and 
ſuch as every ſpectator will underſtand. Whereas 
the devices of our new monumental encomium are, I 
preſume, to the unlearned hardly ma ; to the 
ſerious,: little better than profane ; an 
holder, indelicate if not immodeſt.— Philenor, I ima- 
gine, would bluſh to admit them into his walks or 
avenues. And I am ſorry to find them received into 
the moſt ancient 4, moſt renowned, and moſt frequent- 
ed church in the kingdom, | 


Talking in this manner, they come to a curious 

ve, formed on that uncommon plan, propoſed by 

r Addiſon, in one of his Spectators.— It conſiſted 
wholly of evergreens. Firs, clad in verdant ſilver, 

inted their reſinous leaves, and ſhot aloft their tower - 
ing cones. Laurels, arrayed in gloſſy » ſpread 
their ample foliage, and threw abroad their rambling 
boughs.—Bay-trees were expanded into a fan, that no 
weather could tarniſh ; or rounded into a column, 
that knew not how to moulder. While the lauruſtinus 
ran out into a beautiful irregularity of ſhape ; and com- 
pacted her reddening gems, in order to unfold her 
whitening bloom.—ln one place lay a dale, gently 
ſinking, and coated with the chamomzle's natural frieze; + 
which never changes its colour, never loſes its gloſs. 

21 Cor. x. 20. + John ii. 16. 
t ML rox. b. I. 468. Rev. iv. 7. 

+ Some antiquarians trace back the origin of this church, 
even to the reign of Lucius; which is mare than the (; of 
1500 years. ers ſuppoſe, that Sebert, King of the Eaſe 
Saxons, about the year of our LORD oz, built the firſt re- 
ligious ſtructure on this ſpat. All „chat it was re-cdified 
and enlarged by Edward the Cos, and that the preſent 
ſtately and magnificent fabric was by Henry IN, Fo 


- 


to every be- 
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Near it, and ſcooped, you would imagine, from the 
ſame hollow, aroſe a mount, ſoftly ſwelling, and 
ſhagged with furze ; gay with perennial verdure, and 
generally decked with golden bloſſoms.—Here you 
are led through a ſerpentine walk, and hedges of box ; 
and find, perhaps, a ſolitary pyramid or a capacious 
urn, each compoſed of unfading yew. There you look 
through a ſtrait alley, fenced on either ſide, and arched 
over head, with mantling philirea; and ſee, at the ex- 
tremity, an obcliſk ſheathed in wy, and ornamented 
with its ſable cluſters, as with wreaths of living ſculp- 
ture.—Scattered up and down, were ſeveral torts of 
Holly; ſome ſtriped with white; ſome ſpotted with 
yellow; ſome preparing to 1 and beautify the 
ſcene, with berries of g * carlet. 

The heads of the trees, ariſing one above another, in 
2 gradual ſlope, from the diminutive mazerean to the 
oy cypreſs; the ſeveral ſhadings of their green at- 
tire, greatly diverſified, and judiciouſly intermixed ; 
aflord, eſpecially in the winter- ſeaſon, a molt en/rvened 
and lovely proſpect.— As the ſunſhine is, by the fre- 
quenters of this grove, uſually more coveted than the 
ſhade 3 it is ſo diſpoſed, as to admit, in one part or 
another, every gleam of fine weather, which exhilarates 
the winter. 

Aſp. There muſt be ſomething unſpeakably pleaſing 
in a plantation, which appears lively and fruitful when 
all its neighbours of the woodland race are barren, 
bleak, or dead. But how much more chearing and 
delightful muſt it be, when decrepit age, or bodily in- 
firmities, have impaired the vigour, and laid waſte the 
gratifications of our youthful prime, to find a ſolid 
undecaying pleaſure in the favour of G OD, and the 
hope of glory !—Now indeed the feathered tribes re- 
ſort to the more flowing umbrage of the 2 and 
the aſh. But, amidſt December's cold, you ſhall ob- 
ſerve them forſaking the leafleſt woods, and flocking 
to this friendly receptacle; hopping acroſs the ſunny 

or ſheltering themſelves, in the wet and ſtormy 
day, under thele truſty 1 — So, the many thought - 
leſs creatures, who turn their back upon religion, a- 
midſt the ſoft and ſoothing careſſes of proſperity, will 
want, extremely want, its /overezyn ſupports, under 
the ſharp and diſtreſſing aſſaults of adverhty, ſickneſs, 
and death. —This collection, it is true, may not equal 
the groves of annual verdure, in floridity of dreſs ; 


but it far exceeds them, in the duration of its orna- 


ments. Ere long, yonder ſhewy branches will be 
ſtript of their holiday cloaths : whereas theſe will re- 
tain their honours, when %% are all rags, or nakedneſs. 
Thus will it be with every refuge for our poor, im- 
perfect, ſinful ſouls ; excepting only the righteonſnefs 
of our LORD FESUS CHRIST. Every thing 
elſe will fade as a leaf K. This, my Theron, and this 
alone is an evergreen ; always free for our acceptance, 
and always effectual to fave. 


Ther. An evergreen it is. But, like the ruddy and 


_ Inviting'fruits, which hang on the uppermoſt boughs 


of thoſe lofty trees in the orchard, it feems to be quite 
out of my reach. 5 f 

_ Aſp. Are you ſenſible, that need the immaculate 
and perfect righteouſneſs of our SAVIOUR ? | 
Ther. Was Jonah ſenſible, how much he needed 
the cooling ſhelter of his gourd, when the ſun fmote 


ſtercely upon his temples, and all the fervours of the 
fiery eaſt e er him 2-80 is your The- 


ren ſenſible, that, without a far better righteouſneſs 
than his he muſt inevitably be condemned by 
the ſentence of the law, and cannot poſſibly ſtand be- 


fore the high and holy G O D. 


- 


/p. Remember then, what our LORD fays to ſuch 
Come unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy 
eh, and T will give you reſt f. How gracious is the 
Invitation ? "Comte unto, M E, the Father of compaſ- 
Gons, and the Giver of every good gift How exten- 
. nir. 6. mh Sy 245 + Matth. xi; 28. 12 
Neri nl 8 I 7 F 
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ſive as well as gracious! All that are weary &, toilin 
in a fruitleſs purſuit of happineſs, and ſpending 0 5 
labour for that which ſatisſieth not. All that are — 
laden 4, oppreſſed with the ſervitude of ſin, or bowed 
down under a load of miſery.— Theſe, all theſe are 
called; and you, my friend, in the number. — Th 
have not a ticket, a bond, or ſome inferior pledge, to 
aſcertain their ſucceſs; but they have a promiſe from 
faithfulneſs and truth itſelf. I will give you reſt, ſxyg 
the Strength of Iſrael; whoſe will is — and his — 
the baſis of the univerſe. And if CHR / ST will give 
you reſt, he will waſh you in that blood which aton 
and inveſt you with that righteouſneſs which juſtiſies; 
ſince nothing ſhort of theſe mercies can afford any 8 
tisfaction to the guilty conſcience, or true ſatisfaction 
to the reſtleſs ſoul.— Permit me to aſk farther, Do 
you carneltly defire this righteoutneſs ? 

Ther: Will yonder hirelings, when fatigued with 
the heat and burden of a long, laborious, ſultry day 
delire the ſhades of the evening, and the repoſe of the 
night l can truly, on this occaſion, adopt the words 
of the prophet ; The defire of my foul is to thy name, ble. 
ed JESUS, and to the remembrance of thy righteouſ- 
neſs. The very mention of this ſpotleſs righteouſneſs 
is muſic to my ears. Every freſh, though diſtant dif. 
covery of it, gleams pleaſure upon my mind. And 
that would be a welcome day, a day greatly to be diſ- 
tinguiſhed, which ſhould bring it near to my view, 
and home to my foul. 

Aſp, Say not then, my dear friend, that CHRIST, 
and the bleſſings of his purchaſe, are beyond your 
reach. They are now, even now at your door. You 
need not argue anxiouſly and deſpondingly, Who 
ſhall aſcend into heaven, to bring down CHRI1ST from 
above? or, who ſhall deſcend into the deep, ts bring 
CHRIST from beneath ? There is no ſuch vhs. Fx 
bility, no ſuch difficulty in the har. CHRIST and 
his ned, CHRIST and his ſalvation, are 
brought nigh in the word of promiſe. And if thou 
Halt confeſs with thy mouth the LORD FESUS, as 
dying on the croſs for thy redemption ; zf thou Halt 
believe in thy heart, that GOD hath raiſed him from the 
dead for thy juſtification, #hou ſhalt be ſaved . In fo 
doing, thou ſhalt receive remiſſion of ſin, and power 
to withſtand its temptations. 

Have you never, in your travels, been overtaken 
the dark and tempeſtuous night? When chilled with 
the-cold, and almoſt drowned in the rain, you arrived 
at the houſe of ſome valued friend, was you not 
willing to gain admittance? _ | 

| Ther. Willing! I was defirous, I was almoſt 1 
tient; I thought every moment an hour, till the ho- 
ſpitable door opened; till I exchanged the diſmal 
gloom and the driving ſtorm, for the chearful light 
and the amiable company within. 1 | 

Aſp. The adored EMM AN U EL profeſſes hiniſelf 
equally willing to come unto you. Behold, ſays the 
SAVIOUR of the world, I and at the dier, and 
knock. If any man hear my voice, and the DOOR, { 
will come in unto him, and will ſup with hin, and he 
with M E +.-—Lake one ſed to all the inclemencics 
of the air, whoſe head 1s fitled with dew, and bis hcks 
with the drops of the night , he is not only willing, but 
defirous to — ande at the door, with great 
long-ſuffering and perſeverance; till all obſtacles are 
removed, or rather till chat one grand obſtacle is taken 
out of the, way, unbelief.— He 4nocks, by the preach» 
ing of his word, and the promiſe of his goſpel; like 
one who ſolicits admiſſion, and will take no denial, — 
Hear then his foliciting voice, and he will ſup with 
you ; will make his abode with you, will manifeſt his 

ories in you, and communicate his grace to you- 

elieve his promiſing word, and you ſhall fup with bit; 
* Korarkes, 4 Rom. x. 6. 7. 
++ Cant. v. 2. 


+ meet, 
+ Rev. ili. 20. 


vill be refreſhing to your diſtrefled ſoul, as the 


thi banquet to the famiſhed ſtomach and 


moſt ſumptuous 


ing appetitc. 
7 _ 2 not open my heart. 


Ap. CHR IST has the key of David. He openeth, 

i none can ſhut ; he ſhutteth, and none can open *,— 
— is able to make all grace, not only to exiſt in you, 
but abound towards you +,—And, what is {till more 
encouraging, he is profeſſedly the author and finiſber 

f our faith J. Since he has claimed this character 
8 himſelf, ſince he has undertaken to execute this 
office, why ſhould we harbour the leaſt diſtruſt ? 
Will HE not fulfil his own office, and act agreeably 
to his own character? -Be not, my dear Theron, be 
not faithleſs, but believing. 

Ther. This I believe,—'That I am a loſt ſinner ; un- 
der the curſe of the law, and liable to the wrath of 
GOD; that there is no relief for my diſtreſs, but in 
CHRIST and his tranſcendent merits. HE, and 
HE alone, is able to ſave me from my guilt, and all its 
diſmal train of miſeries. He is a SAVIOUR fully pro- 

rtioned to my wants; exactly ſuited to my ſeveral 
neceſſities. I believe, and am perſuaded, that, if I was 
intereſted in the divine FESUS, my ſoul ſhould live. 

Aſp. Be perſuaded likewiſe, that there is no clogging 
qualification, no worth to be poſſeſſed, no duty to be 
performed, in order to your full participation of 
CHRIST and his riches. Only believe, and they 
are all your own. CHRIST dwelleth in our hearts, 
hou by legal works, and laborious prerequilites ? 
No; but by faith ||. He that beheveth on the SO N, 
hat La chimerical ? far from it; a real and a ſubitan- 
tial happineſs ; even everlaſting life 1. 

Ther. Ah! my Aſpaſio / I cannot believe. ] I feel my 
impotency. My mind is, as you formerly hinted, like 
the withered arm. | 

Aſp. It is no ſmall advantage, Theron, to be convin- 
ced of our inability in this reſpect. This is, if not the 
deginning of faith, the ſign of its approach; and ſhews 
it to be, if not in the ſoul, yet at the very door.— 
Fear not, my friend. He who bids you ſtretch out, 
will ſtrengthen the withered arm. He firſt makes us 
ſenſible of our weakneſs, and then fulfills all the good 
pleaſure of his will, and the work of faith with power +. 

Can you doubt of his willingneſs? Then go to 
mount Calvary. There liſten to the ſounding of his 
bowels, and of his mercies towards you ++. Has not every 
drop of blood a tongue ? Cannot you read a language 
in each ſtreaming wound, and hear a voice in ev 
dying pang ?—Do they not all ſpeak his infinite love 
even to wretched ſinners? Do they not all addreſs 
you with that tender remonſtrance, O thou of little 
faith, wherefore doſt thou doubt = ? Nay, do they not 
all declare, with an energy ſuperior to the force of 
words, that he will deny you no mayner of thing 
that is good? e, anti 

Who gave his blood, what g will he wit h- hold. 

Ther. I am aſhamed to recollect, what miſtaken no- 
tions I once entertained concerning the eafineſs of be- 
lieving ; as though it were to be performed, like the 
act of riſing from our ſeat, or ſtepping into a coach, 
by our own ſtrength, and at our own time. What a 
ſtranger was I then to the blindnefs of my underſtand- 
ing, and the hardneſs of my heart; to my bondage 
under unbelief, and averſeneſs to the way of ſalvation 
by grace through faith! | 
Ap. Since you are ſenſible of your impotence, be- 
ware of the contrary extreme. Becauſe you cannot, 
by your own ſtrength, exerciſe faith, let not this oc- 
caſion a tame reſignation of yourſelf to infidelity. You 
muſt endeavour, diligently endeavour, to believe ; 
and wait, and pray, for the divine SPIRIT. 
+ 2 Cor. ix. 8. 4 Heb. xii. 2. 


| Eph. ili; 17. + John ti. 36. 
+ 2 Theff, i. 11. II. Ixiii, 15, == Matth. xiv. 3t, 
No XV. | | 
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Though it is his office to teſtify of CHRIST, and 
bring near the REDEEME R's righteouſneſs * ; yet his 
influences are not to ſuperſede, but to encourage our 
own efforts. Work out your own ſalvation with fear and 
trembling ; here is our duty. For it is GOD that work- 
eth in you both to will and to do , here is our encou- 
ragement, And O! what a glorious encouragement, 
to have the arm of Omnipotence ſtretched out for our 
ſupport and our ſuccour ! 

Ther. How, or in what manner, does the divine 
SPIRIT work faith in the heart of a finner? You 
wonder, perhaps, that I alk ſuch a queſtion. But my 
apprehenſions are ſtrangely dull, and my views very 
dim, with regard to ſpiritual things. If in this reſpect 
I have any ſight, it is like his, who ſaw men as trees 
walking ; ſaw theſe ſeveral objects, but ſo obſcurely, 
ſo confuſedly, that he could not diſtinguiſh one from 
the other, only by the circumſtance of motion. 

Aſp. The moſt enlightened minds ſee only in part; 
and all have reaſon to make the blind beggar's ſuppli- 
cation their own requeſt; LORD, that I may receive 
my /ight /—The operation of the Holy SPIRIT in 
producing faith, is thus deſcribed by a maſter in 1/rael - 
* The divine SPIRIT brings CHRIST and his 
* righteouſneſs nigh unto us in the promiſe of the 
« goſpel; clearing at the ſame time our right and war- 
rant to intermeddle with all, without fear of vitious 
« intromiſiion ; encouraging and enabling to a mea- 
* {ure of confident application, and taking home all 
„ to ourſelves, freely, without money, and without 
« price.” 

You was once, Theron, a zealous advocate for good 
works. Now you ſeem to have abandoned your 
chents. Remember, my dear friend, what our LORD 
JFESUSCHRIST ſays, This us the work of GOD, 
of all works moſt acceptable and moſt honourable to 
the divine MAJESTY, that you believe on him whom 
he hath ſent |. 

Ther. The true belief, according to your notion, 

Aſpaſio, is ſo refined and exalred a virtue, that I 
very much queſtion, whether I ſhall ever be able to 
attain it. . 
Ap. If you are unable to attain it, is the LORD 
unable to give it? Our ſufficiency for this and every 
good work, is not in ourſelves, but in G O D.—And 
to him difficulties are eaſy. Before him mountains 
are a plain.—You will pleaſe to remember, that ſin · 
ners are ſaid to believe, not through their own ability, 
but through the power of grace. And you will per- 
mit me to aſk, how you became acquainted with my 
notion of faith? 

Ther. I am not ſo inattentive a reader of your let - 
ters, as to forget your deſinition of this momentous 
article. Faith, you ſay, is © a real perſuaſion ||, that 
the blefled 7 E SUS has ſhed his blood for me, and 
„ fulfilled all righteouſneſs in my ſtead: that, thro 
this great atonement and glarious obedience, he 
«© has purchaſed even for my ſinful ſoul, reconciliation 
« with GOD, ſanctifying grace, and all ſpiritual 
bleſſings |.” 


* If. xlvi. 1. T Phil. f. 12. 13. 1 John vi. 29. 
| Budeus and Stephens derive the original word from mirura, 
he is perſuaded : and, I think, very properly ; for whatever 
we believe, of that we have a real perſyafion.—The latter moſt 
accurate and maſterly critic gives this interpretation of ric. 
Perſuaſis certa, quam in nobis efficit Spiritus Sanctus, de ſalute 
in Chriſto plant, > quam ſibi quiſque credendy applicat. To 
corroborate which expoſition, he adds; Hac etiam in fignifice> 
tione nomen fidei a theolagis Latinis receptum fuit. * 
+ See Letter X. Here is, it muſt be acknowledged, a total 
omiſſion of all preparatory or rather impulſive diſpoſitiona; ſuch 
” conviction of ſin, and hungering after ſalvation Here is 
ikewiſe a total filence coneerning all cauſes, 8 

efficient, ſuch as the power of the divine WO D, and the 

agency of the divine SPIRIT.—No mention is made of the 
Fruits or concamitants ; ſuch nes CH RIST, love of the 

* | * 
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Aſp. 1 am obliged to you, Theron, for the honour 
you do my letter ; and I hope, you will pay an equal 
regard to the determination of our church. You once 
apprehended, that my attachment to the church of 
England was unſettled and wavering. Judge now, 
who has moſt thoroughly imbibed her doctrines, and 
is moſt - invariably tenacious of her true intereſts.— 
In the firſt part of the homily concerning the ſa- 
crament, we have this definition of faith; “ It is a be- 
© lief, not only that the death of CHRIST is avail- 
ce able for the remiſſion of ſins, and reconciliation with 
6 GOD, but alſo that he made a full and ſufficient 
&« facrifice for thee, a perfect cleanſing for thy ſms &. 

My notion of faith, you ſee, is evidently the voice 
of the eſtabliſhment ; and I think it gives us a clear 
intelligible ſenſe, ſuited to the moſt common accepta- 
tion of the word ; ſuch as would naturally ariſe in the 
mind of a ſtranger, who, without any bias on his 
28 ſhould inquire into the purport of our re- 

igion, or conſider the language of our Bible. 

Ther. How ſuited to the moſt common acceptation of 
the word ? 

Aſp. When you ſent a meſſage to your tenant,— 
who, in his laſt ſickneſs, expreſſed ſo much uneaſineſs 
on account of his numerous family, and embarraſſed 
circumſtances,—afſuring him, that you had cancelled 
the bond, and forgiven his debt; when you told the 
poor woman,—whoſe huſband fell from the loaded 
waggon, and broke both his legs, — that you would 
order a ſurgeon to attend him, and would continue 
his weekly pay : how did they regard, how receive 
your promiſed kindneſs ? $9 let us credit the gracious 
declarations of our GOD; / accept his faithful 
promiſe ; and then we ſhall anſwer the import of the 
word,—then we ſhall truly believe. 

Ther. Where is there, in Eripture, any thing pa- 
rallel or ſimilar to theſe inſtances ! | 

Aſp. Have you never read the words of Micah ; 
Whois a GOD like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, 
and paſſeth by tranſgreſſion + * Here is the gracious de- 
claration.—He will turn again; he will have compaſſion 

on us ; he will ſubdue our iniquities f. Here is the 


u 
Fathful promiſe. — And why, my friend, why ſhould. 


we pay leſs credit to the ever-living JEHOVAH, 
than to a man © whoſe breath is in his noſtrils ?”” Is 
there treachery with the HOLY ONE of [/rael? 
Does the L O R D make, and then violate his promiſe ? 
« Aſk now of the days that are paſt, aſk from the 
« one ſide of heaven unto the other, whether ſuch a 
« thing hath ever been?“ 

Ther. G O D has never violated his promiſe, when 
it was expreſsly made, and particularly applied. But, 
in this circumſtance, there is a wide difference be- 
tween the caſe of your friend, and the caſe of his 
poor people. I named the object of my compaſſion in 
one of the inſtances, and made a * application 
in the other. 
tures. 
Aſp. Though we are not particularly named, yet we 
are very exactly deſcribed, by our family, our incli- 
nation, our practice. What ſays eternal Wiſdom, when 


Neither of which is done in the ſcrip- 


A N D 
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CHRIST JESU & came into the world 20 

upright? the unblameable ? Was this the 22 
hopes would be covered with a cloud; or rather — 
tally and finally eclipſed. But ſee ! they are clear N 
the light, and conſpicuous as the noon-day. For io 
came (chearing, charming word!) he came to ſave fn. 
ners *, 

Conſonant to all which, is the declaration of ano- 
ther ſacred envoy. He, the PRINCE of peace 
the MONARCH of the univerſe, /ufzred-- for 
whom ? They, in whoſe behalf this matchleſs ranſom 
was paid, muſt have an undeniable right to look up- 
on redemption as their own. And bleſſed, for ever 
bleſſed be G OD, it is moſt peremptorily ſaid, he 
ſuffered for the unjuſt +. 

That no part of our character might be omitted 
and no ſort of our miſery paſs unrelieved, it is farther 
declared, When we were without ſtrength, CHRIST 
died for the ungodly fl. When we were ungodly, and 
conſidered only as ungodly creatures; neither poſſeſſed 
of any thing amiable, nor having the leaſt ability to 
acquire it; nay, when we were chargeable with hor. 
rid guilt, and incapable of expiating a ſingle offence : 
then, even then CHRIST died, and for ſuch abo. 
minable wretches he died. Are we not of the human 
tamily? Are we not unju/t.|| towards our fellow. rea- 
tures, and godly towards our great CREATOR! 
Are we not, in all relations and in every reſpect, „u- 
ners? If we are, (and, upon theſe queſtions, incredy- 


lity itſelf will ſcarcely demur), let us not trowardly 


reject, rather let us thankfully receive thoſe ſpiritual 
treaſures, Which, by virtue of the aforecited convey- 
ance, belong to /uch people; which, by ſeveral other 
clauſes in the will and teſtament of our crucified 
LORD, evidently devolve to ſuch perſons. 

Ther. Is it poſſible, Aſpafio/ Can we be warranted 
and encouraged to receive thefe treaſures, in a capa- 
city and under a denomination, which I ſhould think 
more likely to exclude us, diſinherit us, and over- 
throw all our pretenſions? 

Aſp. This may ſeem ſtrange, but it is true. All the 
bleſſings of the goſpel proceed upon a ſuppoſition of 
ſinfulneſs. CHRIST is made vwiſdem unto his peo- 
ple; but what occaſion for the acceſſion of wiſdom, 
unleſs it be in the caſe of ignorance and folly? 
CHRIST is made righteouſneſs; but who can ſtand 
in need of a juſtifying righteouſneſs, if they are not 
in themſelves unprofitable and guilty? CHRIST is 
made /andification ; and does not this imply a ſtate of 
corruption to be remedied, a body of lin to be 
deſtroyed? CHRIST is made redemption ; and from 
what are perſons redeemed, but from chains and bon- 
dage, from miſery and ruin, from all manner of evil? 
It is alſo a moſt precious and invaluable truth; ſuch 
as I would hold faſt, and never, never let go. When 
I ſearch for my own endowments, I find nothing that 
I dare venture to plead ; being in my beſt moments, 
and amidſt my choiceſt duties, a ſinner. As this is, 
at all times, my undoubted character, I have at all times 
an r warrant to ſay, The uncreated WI S- 
DOM calleth me,; the bleſſed FESUS came fo 


ſhe makes a tender of her ineſtimable bleſſings? To ſave me ; the great MESSIAH ſuffered death for me. 


you, O men, not to fallen angels, I call; and my voice 
ig, not to this man or that man excluſively, but to the 
ſons of men indefinitely ||.—What ſays the holy apoſtle, 
when he publiſhes the counſels of heaven? This is a 
faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 


brethren, or purity of heart.—Nothing is exhibited to view, 
but the form and effence of faith; or that particular act, which 
charafterizes and conftitutes real faith; which diſtinguiſhes it 
from the hypocritical pretenſion, and the hiſtorical notion.— 
This ſimple view is given, that the mind may fix upon the grand 
point, and not be embarraſſed with a multiplicity of ideas. 
Anſwerable to this, was the doctrine of the primitive 
church; H wirig d, rov Ov, CHR TS OST. py 
F Mic, vii. 18. 1 Mic. vii, 19, || Prov, viii. 4. 


Let me illuſtrate the point. Romulus, you know, 
the founder of the Roman empire, was a poor prince; 
had but a handful of ſubjects, and very ſcanty terri- 
tories. What expedient could he deviſe, to enlarge 
the boundaries of the one, and augment the number 
of the other? He iflued a proclamation, addreſſed to 
outlaws and criminals ; all that were involved in 
debt, or obnoxious to puniſhment ; promiſing, that 
as many as would ſettle under his dominion, 1ho 


* 1 Tim. i. 15. + 1 Pet. iii. 18. f Rom. v. 6. 

| He is unjuſt towards his neighbour, who neglects to love 
his neighbour as himſelf. And if this is the ſtandard, who has 
not fallen ſhort? _- 7 


d from proſecution, and veſted with conſi- 
An nr elleges.—We will ſuppoſe a perſon in thoſe 
Jiſtrefſed circumſtances. Upon hearing the welcome 
invitation, he Bangs down his head, and, with a de- 
0 4d air, cries, “ am a debtor, I am a criminal, and 
1 therefore unworthy of the royal protection.“ 
What anſwer ſhould be made to ſuch a diſpirited 

omplainer * Make the ſame to yourſelf, whenever 
l u are inclined to renew the preſent objections.— 
\ -membering) that the infinite and eternal SOV E- 
REIGN, to gt the magnificence of his majeſty, 
nd manifeſt the riches of his goodneſs, has commiſſi- 
oned his ambaſſadors to publiſh in every nation under 
heaven, —* That all unhappy finners, who are ap- 
« preſſed by the devil and hable to damnation, may come 
« to CHRIST, and rely on CHRIST may, in this 
« manner, obtain pardon, righteouſneſs, and all the 
« privileges of children.“ 

Ther. At this rate, the vileſt miſcreants have as clear, 
nay havethe very ſame warrant to believe in CHRIST, 
and receive his ſalvation, as the higheſt ſaints. 

Aſp. The very fame. In this reſpect there is no dif- 
ference. All have ſinned, and muſt fue for ſpiritual 
bleſſings, not as deſerving, but as guilty creatures 
muſt receive them, not as the recompenſe of their 
own worth, but as the iſſues of infinite mercy.—The 
vileſt miſcreants are blinded by the devil, and enſla- 
ved to their luſts. Therefore they ſee no beauty in a 
cAVIOUR, that they ſhould deſire him. Whereas, 
when the divine SPIRIT opens their eyes, and in- 
clines their hearts, they diſcover and make uſe of juſt 
the ſame right to CHRIST and his merit, as the 
higheſt ſaints: A right founded, not on their awa- 
kened deſires, not on any thing in themſelves, but 
purely, ſolely, entirely on the free grant of a SA VI- 
OUR. 

Should you aſk the higheſt ſaints, On what their 
hopes are grounded ? This, or ſomething to this effect, 
would be their reply: — “ On the free exhibition of 
« CHRIST and his ſalvation, recorded in the word 
« of truth. There we find it written, To you, though 


“ Gentiles and idolaters, ig preached the remiſſion of 


« ſins *. The promiſe is to you, even to you, whoſe 


* wicked hands have crucified and ſlain the LORD of 


« life ; and not to you only, but to all that are afar 
« off, even as many as the LORD our G OD, by the 
« meflage of his everlaſting goſpel, all call f. We 
remember, Theron, though you ſeem to have for- 
« gotten, the wretched outcaſt, polluted in its blood, 
yet accepted by the HOLY ONE of Vael. We 
remember the heavenly gifts, received by the trium- 


« phant REDEEMER, for enemies, and for the rebe/- 


* lious, Nor can we eaſily forget the promiſe of for- 

„ giveneſs which was made, and the bleſſing of for- 

„ giveneſs which was vouchſafed, even to the murder- 
gers of the LORD of glory .“ 

Ther, This is a pleaſing ſuppoſition. But it would 

be more ſatisfactory, if you ſhould produce any of the 

ſaints ſpeaking in this manner. 

Aſp. Iſaiah, you will allow, was a faint of no in- 
ferior rank. Yet he breathes the ſpirit I am deſcri- 
bing, and acts the part I am vindicating. Turn to that 
epitome of the robe. his ffty-third chapter. There 
you may obſerve him claiming a ſhare in the greateſt 
of all privileges, ſalvation through the blood of CHRIST. 
How does he advance and maintain his claim ? Not in 
the capacity of a ſanctifed, but under the character of 

Adds xiii. 38. | 
+ Ads ii. 39. Call—in the ſame manner, as he called thoſe 
to whom Peter ſpake : which evidently means, not the inward 
efficacious call, wrought by the SPIRIT; but the outward 
call, delivered in the word. Otherwiſe, we muſt ſuppoſe every 
individual perſon in this promiſcuous aſſembly, to be ſavingly 
Changed ; which will hardly be credited by thoſe, who remem- 
Ty 15 the congregation conſiſted of mockers, murderers, 
rs, 


+ Referring to Dialogue XV. 


1 kh 0,6 V E XVI. 64 335 


a ſinful perſon. | Theſe are his words; The LO RD 
hath laid on him, on his Son CHRIST JESUS, 
the iniquity of us all x. Of me, and of my brethren 
in piety, does he mean? No; but of me, and of my 
fellow - tranſgreſſors. This is evidently implied in the 
clauſe 1 have quoted. In the preceding part of the 
verſe, the prophet explains himſelf, and leaves no room 
for helitation. Al wwe, like ſheep, have gone aſtray ; we 
have turned every one to his own ways ; yet our tranſ- 


greſſions, our 1n1quities, the GOD of all mercy has 


transferred from us, and charged upon our R E- 
DEEMER.—As the vileſt miſcreants are indiſpen- 
ſably obliged to confeſs the former, they have a free 
and full right to profeſs, to aſſert, and to believe the 
latter. | | 

At this you may probably wonder; at this we 
ought all to wonder; this is that amazingly-rich grace, 
which will be the wonder of ſaints and angels through 
a boundleſs eternity. Vet, though we wonder, let us 
not murmur. Let not the elder brother repine, be- 
cauſe the young prodigal enters at the ſame door, and 
is admitted to the ſame table with himſelf. 

To this teſtimony of the ſaints, ſhall 1 add the de- 
ciſion of their King? GOD {© loved the world, even 
the fallen, the wicked, the apoſtate world, that, in 
the fulneſs of time, he gave his only begotten $ ON +, 
to bring in a perfect righteouſneſs, and obtain eternal 
redemption. And he ſtill gives him, with all his fa- 
ving benefits, in the promiſe of the goſpel. 

Ther. Does this general gift warrant a finner to make 
a particular application of all to himſelf ? | 

Aſp. It warrants, it demands, and in other inſtances 
obtains, a particular application. When Fonah, in 
purſuance of the divine command, cried and ſaid, Tet 
forty days, and Nineveh fhall be overthrown ; here was 
no particular mention of man, woman, or child. Nei- 
ther the king, nor the nobles, nor the commons were 
ſpecified. Much leſs was each and every inhabitant 
threatened by name. Nevertheleſs, this general de- 
nunciation alarmed them all ; was influential on them 
all. Inſomuch that #he people of Nineveh believed G O D, 
and proclaimed a faſt, and put on ſackcloth, from the 

reateſt of them even to the leaſt 4. — They believed; 
| £22. we learn the true nature of believing ; G0 
„ ſpeaks to me ; and what he ſpeaks, he will perform; 
is its genuine profeſſion. Hence we likewiſe diſcover, 
who they are which ought in this manner to apply 
the general word; All, from the leaſt even unto the 
greateſt, believed. W 

Ther. The caſe is not parallel, A/paſio. This was 
a denunciation of vengeance, not a promiſe of grace. 

Aſp. And can you ſuppoſe, that GOD is more 
liberal of vengeance, than he is communicative of 
grace? Vengeance is his ſtrange work, but in mercy 
and loving-kindneſs he delighteth.—Are we bound to 
believe and apply his dreadful threatenings ? not al- 
lowed to believe and apply his precious promiſes ? 
Surely, the LOR D's ways are not ſo unequal.— 
When the law ſays, Curſed is every one that continueth 
not in all things || ; ſhould not every hearer take this to 
himſelf, and ſubmit to the ſentence of juſt condem- 
nation? When the goſpel ſays, HE came to ſave that 
which is loſt ++ ; ſhould not every hearer take this al- 
ſo to himſelf, and embrace the tender of free ſalva- 
tion ? 

However, if you diſlike my inſtance, I will give 
you another; which is not of the vindictive, but of 
the beneficent kind. When the manna made its firſt 
appearance in the wilderneſs; when the [/rae/ites knew, 
neither what it was, nor for whom intended; both theſe 
particulars were explained by Moſes : This is the bread 
which the LORD hath given you to eat 4. No mention 
is made of any individual perſon, Yet the whole con · 


„I. li, 6, + John il. 16. 
+ Jonah iii, 5, + Gal. iji. 10. ++ Match. xviil, 11, 
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gregation looked upon this as an undoubted permiſ- 
ſion, both for themſelves and their children, to gather, 


to fetch home, and to uſe the miraculous food. And 


here, Theron, here lies the principal difference between 
the vile miſcreant, and the exalted ſaint ; not that the 
one was originally better than the other ; not that the 
one has a clearer grant of CHRIST than the o- 
ther ; but the latter has gathered the heavenly manna, 
and uſes it to his unſpeakable advantage. Whereas 
it lies round about the tents of the former ; and 
13 will, may take, may cat, and his ſoul ſhall 
ve. 

Ther. GOD gave the manna to all the 1/raelites, both 
good and bad. But does he give CHRIST with this 
unlimited freeneſs ? 

Aſp. Our LORD himſelf, alluding to this very 
miracle, vouchſafes you an anſwer: My FATHER 
giveth you the true bread from heaven *. My FATHER 
giveth you his incarnate S ON, and his divinely-ex- 
cellent righteouſneſs. Theſe are bread indeed; bread 
which came down from the regions of heaven; and 
bread which nouriſheth the ſoul for the joys of heaven. 
—Thismy FATHER grveth you ; though not in actual 
poſleſſion, yet in right to poſſeſs. This to giveth you, 
in the free indefinite grant of his word : without which 
grant, any attempt to poſſeſs, even in the moſt upright 
of men, would be illegal and preſumptuous: by virtue 
of which grant, even the poor ſinner has an unque- 
ftionable warrant to receive and poſſeſs the riches of 
CHRIST. 

Ther. Unqueſtionable ! is not this expreſſion too per- 
emptory ? That ſuch a grant ſhould be made to be- 
lievers, I can eaſily conceive. But is it made to ſin- 
ners,—to any ſinners,—to the moſt abandoned finners ? 

Aſp. Yes, Theron, to ſinners. And when ſinners re- 
ceive the grant, then they commence believers — Was 
it made to believers only, no man hving would inherit 
the bleſſing: becauſe all men are, by the depravity and 
impotence of their nature, originally concluded under 
fin and unbelief. 

What ſaid our LORD? My Father giveth you ; 
that is, the people who ſtood around, and heard his 
— voice: many of whom were in a carnal ſtate 

abitually, and even then were in a murmuring wick- 
ed frame f.— What ſays his prophet : To us a Son is 

ven; not to us, who were antecedently children of the 

ght; but who walked in darkneſs, and dwelt in the 
ſhadow of death 4. — What faith GOD the LORD? 
he that created the heavens, and ſtretched them out? 
FT <will give thee, meaning his beloved SON, for à co- 
venant ; it is not ſaid, of believers, but of the people; it 
1s not ſaid, of new creatures, but of the Gentiles : who 
were the vileſt of all creatures, or, as you have pro- 
perly ſpoke, the moſt abandoned ſinners.— That we 

may underſtand more clearly the ſignification of thefe 
terms, and ſee the true extent of this gift, it is added, 
I will give thee to open the blind eyes, and to bring out 
the priſoners from the priſon ||. Miſerable and guilty 
wretches, blinded by the devil, and enſlaved to their 
laſts ; theſe are the patentees in the heavenly grant. 
To theſe the great SURETY is given, together with 
all the benefits of his covehant. phe 

Here then the grant and the gift are mentioned ; 
the perſons for whom they are defigned, are fpecitied, 
and expreſsly named, They are ſinners; blinded and 
en/laved finners ; or, if there be any other more obno- 
xious ſort, they are all comprehended in this one 
word, Gentiles, Only allow theſe texts to be true; 
only allow the divine ſpeaker to be ſincere and faith- 
ful ; then we may boldly affirm, that any, that every 
poor ſinner is authoriſed to fay, © GOD gives me his 
« SON, to be my covenant-furety. I take him at 


« his word. The SURETY and alt his merits are 


«« mine.” —Divinely-rich bounty! O, let us not re- 


* John vi. 32. 


+ Joha vi. 26. 41. T UH. ix. 2. 6. 


II. xii. 6. 7. 


AND 


conveyance ? 
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fuſe what, on this conſideration, the unerrino P71 
RIT calls our own mercy x. Let us adore the benek. 
cence of our GOD ; let us believe his promiſin a 
word ; and, in this fweet, this eaſy manner, obtain 
both preſent and final ſalvation, 

Ther. Let me recollet:—CHRIST is given for 
the world, the apoſtate world, to believe on : — 
CHRIST has died, not for the righteous, but for 
the ungodly :—CHR1ST came in the fleſh to ſave lin- 
ners, even the chief of ſinners.— Well, Aſpaſio, if theſe 
things are true, (and how can they be otherwiſe ? ſince 
they are the expreſs doctrine of ſcripture), it is pit 
but they were more generally known. For my part, 
I muſt confeſs, they are not only new, but ſtrange to 
me. Though I have read them in the Bible, yet when 
I come to conſider them, and compare them with what 
paſſes in my breaſt, I nd they are quite contrary to my 
uſual ways of thinking. 

Aſp. You remind me of a valuable perſon, whom 1 
once numbered among my acquaintance, and whoſe 
way of thinking was ſomewhat ſimilar to your own, 
Will you give me leave to relate his caſe ? 

Ther. Moſt gladly. It will be ſome kind of conſo- 
lation to hear, that others have laboured under the 
ſame difficulties with myſelf, and been ſubject to the 
ſame diltrefles. If I am informed of their deliverance 
from thoſe diftrefles, it will be like ſhewing me an 
opened door, for effecting my own eſcape. If I am 
likewite acquainted with the manner of their deliver. 
ance, this will furniſh me with a clue to guide my 
ſteps. 

45. This perſon was rouſed from a habit of indo- 
lence and ſupineneſs, into a ſerious concern for his e- 
ternal welfare. Convinced of his depraved nature 
and aggravated guilt, he had recourſe to the ſcriptures, 
and to trequent prayer. He attended the ordinances 
of Chriſtianity, and ſought earneſtly for an aſſured in- 
tereſt in CHRIST ; but found no ſtedfaſt faith, and 
taſted very little comfort. At length, he applicd to 
an eminent divine, and laid open the ſtate of his heart. 
Short, but weighty, was the anſwer he received. © I 
„ perceive, Sir, the cauſe of all your diſtreſs. You 
« do not, you will not} come to CHRIST as a ſinner. 
« This miſtake ſtands between your ſoul and the joy 
« of religion. "This detains you in the gall of bitter- 
%“ neſs; and take heed, O! take heed, leſt it conſign 
« you over to the bond of iniquity ?? This admoni- 
tion never departed from the gentleman's mind ; and 
it became a happy means of removing the obſtruc- 
tions to his peace. 

Remember this little hiſtory, Theron ; and may it 
prove as efficacious for your good, as it is pertinent 
to your circumſtances! Remember, that the free 
grant of CHRIST, made in the word of truth, and 
addreſſed to ſinners of mankind, is the only baſis and 
ground-work of faith. An apoſtle, after all the la- 
bours of his exemplary life, can have no better. And 
a Magdalene or a Manaſſeh, as a motive and encourage- 
my for their turning to the L O R D, have the very 

me. 

But we digreſs from the principal ſubject. Since you 
diſapprove my account of faith, I muſt deſire you to 
favour me with a deſcription, more correct and unex- 
ceptionable. For, as you juſtly obſerved, this 1s 2 
very momentous articte, — Is not CHRIST the ſource 
of all fpiritual good, 

Surety then it ſhould be made and kept 
as clear as poſſible. Is not CHRIST the foundation of 
all true godlineſs, and faith the maſter- arch in this fa- 


cred ſtructure? Surely then it ſhould be raiſed and 


turned with the utmoſt care. 


Ther. Palzmon's account is this Faith, he ſays, is 

a firm perſuaſion, that FESUS. CHRIST has ſhed 

his blood, and fulfilled all righteouſneſs ; has ſuſtained 
__ Jonah ii. 8. 


- 


and faith the main channel of 


'Gment due to fin; and obtained full recon- 
AN GOD: that all this grace, and each of 
theſe benefits, are free, perfectly free; for you, for 
= for others. In conſequence of this perſuaſion, 
the ſinner flies to CHRIST, comes to CHR IST, 
0 truſts in CHRIST for his own ſalvation. 
= 4/p, 1 have the higheſt regard for Palæmon's judg- 

x ; and I cannot but think, my opinion is con- 
Ces even by his.—The act of flying to C IH RIST, 
is an appropriating act. It implies an intention to get 
5 2" f danger 3 it implies a diſcovery of CHRIST 
3 the appointed ſafety; and conſiſts in making uſe of 
bim as fuch. How can this be done, but by a per- 
ſuaſion that he is mine? that his ſufferings were 1n my 
ficad, and that his death is 15 ſafeguard ? — What is 
meant by — toCHRIST, we may learn from 

emiah. Behold ! we come unto thee, for thou art the 
10 RD our GOD *. Coming, you ſee, includes a 
real perſuaſion, that the LO R D is our GOD. While 
we are wholly deſtitute of this perſuaſion, we ſtand at 
a diſtance, and our ſouls are atar off. We are never 
brought nigh 3 we never come in the prophet's ſenſe; 
till we are taught to ſay, each one for hunſelf, Ti hou 
art the LORD my GOD. — The act of truſting in 
CHRIST is much of the ſame nature. It pretup- 

ſs, that CHRIST 1s the truſtee of the covenant 
* grace; it proceeds upon a conviction of his faith - 
fulneſs in executing the office; and it is a ſolemn ſur- 
render or giving up the whole affair of our falvation 
into his hand; giving it up, not in uncertainty of 
ſucceſs, (this would be miſtruſting, rather than truſt- 
ing), but with a certainty, in ſome meaſure ſuitable 
to the fidelity and ability of HIM, with whom w. 

ave to do. 8 
af you ſtill are doubtful, whether any ſuch perſua- 
ſion is implied 1n truſting, let us chuſe a referee. Let 
us carry our controverſy to the king of 1/rael. In- 
quire of David, why he truſts in the LORD, and 
what he means by truſting? To both theſe inquiries 
he anſwers diſtinctly and « The LORD is my 
« high tower, my ſhield, and he in whom I truſt t. He 
« ;5—he is my ſhield ; — of this I am perſuaded, and 
« therefore I truſt in him: or this 1 believe, and, in / 
« doing, I truſt on him.” 1255 

Ther. There is an air of aſſurance in your repreſenta- 
tion of faith; which ſounds harſh in my ear, and appears 

reſumptuous in my eye. It is as if people pretended to 
— 4 eir ſeat in heaven, before the judgment - day. 

Aſp. The Papiſts, 1 own, take great offence at this 
expreſſion, and utterly explode this doctrine. But 
they are no infallible guides for us to follow; neither 
are they very inviting patterns for us to imitate. You 
and I, Theron, cannot be offended at the expreſſion or 
the doctrine, if we recolle& what we have been taught 
in the firſt ſtage of life, and what is profeſled in the 
laſt ſcene of mortality. We are taught, even from 
our infancy, that the ſacrament of the L O R D's ſup- 
per, is not only a ſign of ſpiritual grace, but a pledge 
to aſſure us thereof. At the interment of the dead, 
we profeſs our ſure and certain hope of a reſurrection 
to eternal life. That this is always applied, with due 
propriety, in our burial- ſervice, I will not venture 
to aſſert; that it ſufficiently countenances my ſenti- 
ments, none will undertake to deny. And if this 
countenances, the apoſtle authoriſes them, when he 
addrefles us with this very remarkable exhortation ; 
Having therefore, brethren, boldneſs to enter into the ho- 
lieſt ” the blood of FESUS, let us draw near with a 


true heart in fall aflurance of. faith ; with a firm per- 


— of acceptance; with a certain expectation of 
ucceſs. | 


However, if you diſlike the word aſſurance, we will 
change it for the more ſoftened, and more modeſtly- 
ounaing term, appropriation. Y 


+ Pal. cxliv, 2. 


* Jer, iii. 22. 


No xy, 
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Ther. You change it for a more ſoftened, not for a 
more intelligible term. I muſt deſire to know, what 
you mean by the word appropriation. 

Aſp. To appropriate, in the theological ſenſe; is to 
take home the grace of GOD, which lies in the com- 
mon indefinite grant of the goſpel. Is CHRIST the 
treaſure hid in the field? To appropriate this trea- 
ſure, is to receive and uſe it as our own portion. Is 
CHRIST the balm of Gilead, full of ſaving health ? 
To appropriate this balm, is to take and apply it for 
the recovery of our own ſouls, And without ſuch an 
appropriation, how can we either be enriched by the 
former, or healed by the latter? 

Let me farther explain my meaning, and exemplify 
the poſition, by conſidering CHRIST in his ſeveral 
offices. —CHRIST, as a Prieſt, is made to guilty 
creatures righteouſneſs. When we appropriate the 
grace of our great HIGH PRIEST, this is 
the language of our hearts, In the LORD have 1 
righteouſneſs x. HRIST, as a Prophet, is made to 
ignorant creatures wiſdom. When we appropriate 
the benefits of our unerring PROPHET, this is 
the perſuaſion of our ſouls, Though I fit in darkneſs, 
the LORD will be a light unto me + —CHRIST, as 
a King, is made unto depraved creatures ſanctifica- 
tion. When we appropriate the munificence of our 
almighty KING, this is our comfortable truſt, The 
LORD will deliver me from every evil work f. 

This is what I mean by appropriation.—That ſome- 
thing of this kind is e in the eſſence of faith, 
is the ſentiment I would maintain. Which ſentiment 
might be confirmed, if ſuch confirmation were de- 
manded, by a multitude of the moſt illuſtrious wit- 
neſſes; witnefles ſo illuſtrious, that they were a bleſſ- 
ing to the world, and an honour to human nature ; 
ſo numerous, that, without giving an abſtract of their 
teſtimonies, it might ſcem tedious only to recite their 
names ||. 

Ther. I will diſpenſe with your recitalof their names, 
only let me have a 8 of their teſtimonies. 

Aſp. Firſt, then, let me erent pew with Dr Owen ; 
than whom England has produced few writers, ei- 
ther more judicious or more devout. © Faith,” he 


tells us in his catechi/m, © is a ious reſting upon 
7 187 


&* the free promiſes of GOD in FESUS CH 
« for mercy, with a firm perſuaſion of heart, that 
«© GOD i a reconciled Father to vs in the SON of 
« his love.” Next let me introduce the learned and 


* If. xlv, 24. + Mic. vii. 8. 
| t 2 Tim. iv. 18. 3 
[| If the reader ſhould inquire after their names, he will find 


ſome of them enumerated in the following catalogue. Luther, 


Calvin, Melanfthon, Beza, Bullinger, Bucer, Knox, Craig, 
Melvil, Bruce, Davidſon, Forbes, &c.—Urſinus, Zanchius, 
Junius, Piſcator, Rollock, Danaus, Wendelinus, Chamierus, 
Sharpius, Bodius, Pareus, Altingius, Triglandii (Giſbertus 
& Jacobus), Arnoldus, Marefius ; the four 8 at Ley- 
den, Wallæus, Rivetus, Polyander, Thyſius; Wollebius, Heideg- 
gerus, Eſfſenius, Turrettinus, &c,—Many eminent Britiſh di- 
vines, Biſhop Babington, Davenant, Hall; Mr Perkins, Pem- 
ble, Willet, Gouge, Rogers, Burgeſs, Owen; Marſhall, &c. 

If we were apparently and demonſtrably in an error, yet, to 
err with ſuch company, and in the footſteps of ſuch guides, 
muſt very much tend to mltigate the ſeverity of cenſure. But, 
I believe, few ſerious perſons will venture to charge error and 
deluſion upon ſuch a venerable body of Proteſtant divines; ſo 
eminent for their learning, and ſo exemplary for their holineſs ; 


_ whoſe labours were ſo remarkably owned by GO D, and whoſe 


ſentiments, on this parti ubject, have been adopted y 4 
ſo many reformed churches.— The declarations of the Engl 

and Palatine churches are produced in the dialogue. I have 
in my hand an extract from the confeſſions and ſtandard doc- 
trines of the church—of Scotland—of Ireland—of France— 


of Helvetia. With all which Aſpaſis has the hap ineſs to a- 
gree. Only ſome of them are much ſtronger in diſplaying and 


maintaining the ſpecial ia, or the appropriating perſuaſion 
of faith. To quote them, would dignify and ſtrengthen whe 
cauſe. But, to avoid * forego this ad vantage. 


N MN. 70 
juſtly· celebrated Altingius, profeſſor of divinity at 
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Heidelberg. Faith,“ he ſays, „ is a knowledge of 
« the grace of G O D in CHRIST, together with a 
« fiduciary reliance on it, or an application of it to a 


%“ man's own ſelf.” —Totheſe let me add the unanimous 


ſuffrage of the churches of the Palatinate. It is aſk- 
ed/ in the twenty-firſt queſtion of their public cate- 
chiſm, + What is true faith? To which this anſwer 
is returned. *© It is not only an aſſent to all the 
« truths which GOD has revealed in his word ; but 
« it is an aſſured truſt, wrought by the HOLY 
« SPIRIT in my heart, that remiſſion of ſins, 
« complete righteouſneſs, and eternal life are given 
<« freely given, not to others only, but to myſelf; and 
« all this, from the mere mercy of GO D, through 
« the alone merits of CHRIST.” 

Theſe teſtimonies are but as the tythe to the whole 
crop. Yet theſe are more than enough to exempt me 
from the charge of ſingularity. You will not wonder 
therefore, if I ſtill abide by the good old Proteſtant 
doctrine, which is eſpouſed by ſo many of the ableſt 
judges ; which was the darling tenet of almoſt all our 
reformers ; which has been ſo ſignally inſtrumental in 
demoliſhing the ſuperſtitions of Popery ; and is fo e- 
vidently conducive to the holineſs and the happineſs 
of Chriſtians. —Eſpecially, as I apprehend, the deter- 
minations of ſcripture, and the experience of ſcrip- 
tural ſaints, are all on my fide. 

Mer. Lou have now brought the cauſe to the pro- 

bar. When a queſtion ſo important is debated, 
and an intereſt ſo momentous is concerned, I cannot 
acquieſce in any authority leſs than divine. I cannot, 
and indeed, I think, we ought not. Nothing ſhould 
ſatisfy us on ſuch an occaſion, but the word, which 
is unerring and deciſive ; the word, by which we are 
to ſtand or fall eternally. Whence does it appear, 
that the determinations of this divine word are on 
your fide ? | 

Aſp. From the nobleft deſcription of faith, which 
language itſelf can form. The writer to the Hebrews, 
having mentioned the life of faith, the perſeverance 
of faith, and the end or reward of faith, procceds to 
a definition of this leading grace. Now faith is the 
ſubſtance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
ſeen *,—The evidence, exhibiting not a faint ſurmiſe, 
but a clear demonſtration, both of inviſible bleſſings, 

nd of our right to enjoy them. — The ſubſtance, rea- 
lizing what is promiſed ; and giving us, as it were, a 
poſſeſſion of good things that are remote, a preſent 
poſſeſſion of good things that are future. 
1 ber. What are thoſe. bleſſings, and theſe good 

oo: abi 
\ Aſp. I will inform my Theron; and in ſuch a man- 
ner, from ſuch por 8, as ſhall farther aſcertain my 
repreſentation of faith. What ſays the apoſtle of the 
Gentiles? I preached unto you the goſpel f. — And what 
is the ſubſtance of this evangelical difpenſation ? 
CHRIST died for our fins J.— That ſo exalted a per- 
ſon as the SON of GOD, and LORD of glory, 
ſhould die, is wonderful !—That he ſhould die for „in, 
the moſt abominable objects, and for ſinners, the moſt 
deteſtable creatures, is abundantly more wonderful! 
— That he fhould die, not for fins in general, but for 
our fins in particular, this is inexpreſſibly wonderful, 


and at the ſame time inexpreſſibly comfortable. —Here C 


we have the goſpel and its capital bleſſing, expreſſed 
in this pr Gow, CHRIST fi ig Sy ere 
we have faith and its principal acting, in 
this propoſition, CHRIST died for our fins. Till 
the former is preached, the doctrine is not 3 
till the latter is believed, it ſhould ſeem from St Paul's 
account, the conviction is not faith _ 


me produce another inſtance, extrafted, like 


the preceding, from the rolls of heaven. This is the 


* Heb. xi. 1. + I Cor. xv. 1. ö + 1 Cor, xv. 3. 


A ND 


_ plies fach a ſtate of 
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record, that GOD hath given to us eternal life x; not 
propoſed it, on I know not what conditions, but hath 
given; 1 and fully, without any reſerve, and with 
a liberality ſuited to his inconceivable goodneſs, hath 
given the richeſt of all prizes; and not to ſome only 
or to others, but to vs. even to vs. . 
Ther. Us, that is, the apoſtles and exalted ſaints, 
Aſp. Was eternal lite given them becauſe they were 
apoſtles? No, verily; but becauſe CHR / ST died 
for them. — Did CHRIST die for them, becauſe 
they were exalted faints? In no wiſe ; but becauſe 
they were miſerable ſinners. — Eternal life was pur- 
chaſed for them, when they were ſinners. It was 
conſigned over to them, when they were ſinners, 
And neither the purchaſe, nor the gift, were founded 
on their being ſaints, but aimed at making them ſo. 
That CHRIST died for our fins ; — that GOD 
hath given to us eternal life : theſe are the bleſſings of 
which faith is the evidence; theſe the good things 
of which faith is the ſubſtance. This is the honey in 
the evangelical hive; and I am at a loſs to concave 
how we can taſte the honey, without ſome appropria- 
tion of the good things to ourſelves.— This, if I mil: 
take not, is comprehended in all thoſe figurative de. 
ſcriptions of faith, which occur in holy writ, 
Ther. Favour me with ſome of thoſe deſcriptions. 1 1 


begin to ſee a 33 beauty, and an unequalled 
richneſs, in the figures of ſcripture. Nothing yields 
me a more refined pleafure, than to inveſtigate and 
diſcover the exact ſenſe of thoſe inftruftive images, 
It is ſomewhat like kindling the conſecrated incenſe ; 
which, when riſing in a flame, diffuſed light; when 
ſpreading in clouds of fragrance, diſtributed refreſh- 
ment. 

Aſp. Faith is ſtyled, a [coking unto FESUS. But 
if we do not look unto FESU'S, as the propitiation 
for our ſins, what comfort or what benefit can we 


derive from the ſight ?—A receiving of CHRIST, 
But can I have any pretence to receive him, or take 
poſſeſſion of his merits, unleſs I am convinced, that 
they are intended for me? This is what neither de 
dictates of conſcience will allow, nor the laws of rea- 
ſon authorize.—A reſting upon CHRISTA. But how can 
we reſt on a ſurety, if he has not interpoſed on our be- 
half? or how confide m a payment, which we believe 
to be made for others, not for ourſelves ?—Surdy, 
Theron, when I reſt upon an object, J uſe it as my ſup- 
port. When I receive a gift, I take it as my on pro» 
perty. And when the Vaelites looked unto the bra- 
zen ſcrpent, they certainly regarded it as a remedy, 
each particular perſon for himelf. 

Ther. To caſt ourſelves upon CHRIST, as an all- 
ſufficient SAVIOUR; and rely on him, for pur 
whole falvation ; is not this real faith? This is what 
I heard, ſome time ago, from a celebrated pulpit. 

Aſp. If you rely on the all- ſufficiency of his will, 
as well as of his power ; if you take the comfort and 
appropriate the benefit reſulting from both; you 
practiſe the very thing I recommend. This is what was 
taught from the pulpit of infallibility.; and by thoſe 
firſt of preachers, who ſpake as the HOLY GHOST 
gave them utterance. Let the convinced ſinner, and 

e afflicted ſoul, truſt in the name of the LORD, and 
floy upon his GOD. Let him not only reverence 

RIST, as the incarnate GOD, and theretore 
8855 to ſave; but look upon CHRIST as bis 
GOD, 

* 1 John v. . 


and therefore willing to ſave. Thus let him 
+ I find two words in tlie original, which expreſs the privi- 
lege and the duty of refting on CHRIST. U which im- 
acquieſcenve, as ſilences the clamours of 
conſcience, and compoſes the perturbation of the ſpirit. M. 
which ſignifies the refreſhment and repeſe of a * 
when he arrives at the end of his journey, and is ſettled for 
life in a ſecure, commodious, plentiful habitation, P/al. 
xxxvü. 7. J. xxvüi. 12, | 


| 
| 
; 
y 
| 
| 
1 


ROCK * of ages, without indulging a 
a his right Ka make uſe of it, or the 
libility of its failing him. 
P To ca/} ourſelves upon CHRIST; to caſt our bur- 
den, Or "to caſt all our care 4 upon the LORD; are 
ö laphors, Which may receive ſome elucidation from 
* recorded in the Aeg. When the mariners 
= \ſſengers, which failed with St Paul, ſaw their 
Wi ſhattered ; ſaw the waves prevailing ; ſaw no 
— » of ſafety from continuing in the ſhip; they caſt 
ſolves? upon the Hoating planks. b caſt thein- 
{elves upon the planks without any ſcruple, not que- 
Rioning their right to make uſe of them ; and they 
clave to thoſe ſupporters with a chearful confidence, 
ot doubting but, according to the apoſtle's promiſe, 
hay (191d eſcape ſafe to land. Be this what people 


mean, when they ſpeak of venturing or caſting them- 


ſelves upon C HR IST, and I approve the expreſſion, 
I ſuhſcribe the doctrine. It ſpeaks what I with for my 
fiend, for myſelf, and for my fellow-ſinners. - 


Let us ſhift our ſituation, and view the point in an- 


other Jight. Conſider the bleſſed and glorious object 
of our faith —CHRIST 1s repreſented by the ſimili- 
tude of bread, heavenly bread for thehungry ſoul. Faith 
is characterized by eating the food. And can this be 
done without a perſonal application ?—-CHRIST is held 
forth under the image of living waters, ever running, 
and always free for the thirſty appetite. But let them 
run ever ſo copioully, let them be preſented ever ſo 
freely, all this will neither quench the thirſt, nor re- 
freſh the ſpirits, unleſs they are drank, To do this is 
the buſineſs of faith.—CHRTIST is deſcribed as a 
zarment, to accommodate deſtitute, and beautify de- 
formed creatures. Faith is expreſſed by putting on this 
commodious garment, and wearing this beautiful robe, 
And can any idea, of any expreſſion, more ſtrongly 
denote an actual appropriation ? 

Ther. It is evident, that many holy people, in for- 
mer ages, were not poſſeſſed of affurance.—What is 
the language of David? It is all deſpondency. J 
am caſt out of the fight of thine eyes — To the ſame 
melancholy tune is the harp of A/aph ſtrung : Is his 
mercy clean gone for ever ? doth his promiſe fail for ever- 
mire *—The ſame jealous and diſtruſtful air breathes 
in the complaint of the church. The LORD hath 
forſaken me, and my LO RD hath Wy pn me. — Why 
then ſhould my Aſpaſio ſet up a rule ſtricter and high- 
er than thoſe eminent ſaints attained ? 

Aſp. You ſhould rather aſk, Why have the beſt 
judges, and the moſt exemplary- Chriſtians, in their 
ſeveral writings, ſet up this rule? Why have the a- 
poſtles of our LORD, and the SPIRIT of our 
G OD, ſpaking in the Bible, ſet up this rule? To 
which 1 might reply, Becauſe it is, of all precepts, 
the moſt beneficial. Therefore they have not ſo much 
ſet it up under the notion of a ſtrict rule, as the 
have ſet it forth under the character of a choice bleſl- 
ing. 

Your complaint, when put into its proper lan- 
guage, ſeems to run thus; Why muſt we be obli- 
* ged to truſt in CHRIST alone? Why muſt we be 
* obliged to aſſure ourſelves of ſalvation by HIM?” 
—Whereas, inſtead of a complaint, it ſhould be mat- 
ter of exultation, and we ſhould rather expreſs our- 
ſelves in this manner: „ Bleſs the LORD, O my 
* ſoul, that a ſinner, fach a vile finner, ſhould be af. 
* lowed to take CHRIST and all his ſalvation as 


my own; and thus to aſſure myſelf of pardon, ho- 


* lineſs, and glory.” 


This bleſſing was certainly enjoyed by the holy men 
of old; but, f = other heed f oh 


| ke every other ſpecies of felicity in this 
5 it was oye after an imperfect manner. 
Oy had an affured perſuaſion of G O D's preſent 

your, and of their own final happineſs. Neverthe- 


* WO II. I. 10. 1 Eee, 1 Pet. v. 7. 
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leſs, this aſſured perſuaſion was liable to the aſſaults, 
both of outward temptations, and of inward corrup- 
tions: which might, for a while, impair its vigour, 
though not deſtroy its being. As under a tranſient 
ſwoon, the ſpirits fail, the colour departs, but the 
vital principle ſubſiſts. | | 

You may farther obſerve, concerning thoſe pious 
perſons, that, when they ceaſe to exerciſe this confi- 
dence of faith, they lament the failure; I faid, This 
is my infirmity &. They chide themſelves for it; Why 
art thou caſt down, O my foul - They encourage them- 
ſelves againſt it; Hope in GOD f, it is thy unqueſtion- 
able privilege. How could they do this? on what 
grounds, or from what motive? if they had not a 

ſecret perſuaſion, that their ranſom was paid, and their 
( O JD reconciled ; conſequently, that all their doubts 
were an injury to his fidelity and to his goodneſs. 

Nay, the chureh even under her darkeſt apprehen- 
ſions, {hill ſpeaks the ſentiment, ſtill retains the grace, 
for which Jam pleading. My LORD, uttered with 
her lips, argues an applicatory faith in her heart.—S0 
copious and pregnant are the evidences of this pre- 
cious doctrine! It is confirmed by that very paſſage, 
which was produced for its confutation. 

Ther. If this be the ſentiment of the church in general, 
is it alſo the teraper of her particular members? Was 
cach of them animated by this firm and lively faith ? 

Ap. Let theſe particular perſons appear, and anfwer 
for themſelves. Hear the declaration of the pſalmiſt; 
Bleſs the LO R D, O my foul; and all that is within 
me, bleſs his holy name J. What is the cauſe of this 
holy tranſport, and devout praiſe ? Is it, becauſe GOD 
om may, becauſe H E 2 will? No; but 

ecauſe I E actually does forgive: Who forgiveth all 
thine iniquities.— Take notice of Job's belief, and Fob's 
ſupport, amidſt his unexampled ſufferings. I know 
that my REDEEMER lhveth ; not only that there is 
a Redeemer, but that he is, together with all his ſaving 
benefits, nine: which, being a truth ſo ſweet and de- 
lightful, is expreſſed a ſecond time; whom I fball fee 
for my/elf ||, to my own advantage, and for my own 
comfort: ſee him exerting his almighty power and 
infinite mercy, to reſcue my body from the grave, and 
to deliver my ſoul from hell. —What was Habakkut's 
ſecurity, amidſt the threatening, the tremendous, the 
triumphant malice of his own, and his country's ene- 
mies? The LORD GOD i my ſtrength. He fays 
not, Ii, I pray, for the divine favour, and the di- 
vine ſuccour ; but I am perſuaded, they both are mine; 
my ineſtimable portion, and my inviolable ſafeguard. 
He will make my feet like hind' s feet, that 1 ſhall per- 
fectly eſcape from all danger; and he will make me walk 
1 mine high places, beyond the reach of every e- 
Wk | | 

_ Ther. Is this the language of believers under the 
New-teſtament diſpenſation ! © 4 

4þ. Under every diſpenſation, Theron.—They who 
lived before the law, were perſuaded + of the promiſes; 
had not the leaſt diſtruſt, with regard to the certainty 
of their performance; nay, they embraced them — as 
their own, they hugged them, as it were, to their 
very ſouls. —They who lived under the law could ſay, 
As far as the eaſt is from the weſt, ſo far hath he removed 
our tranſgreſſions from us +,— can you imagine, in 
the days of the goſpel, when our advantages are great- 
er and our light is clearer, that our faith ſhould be 
weaker, or our hope fainter ? St Peter makes a profeſ- 
fion, which excludes all doubting ; I am a witne/s of 
the ſufferings of CHRIST, and alſo a partaler of the 

lory that ſhall be revealed =, St Paul anſwers in the 
4 heroic ſtrain. I know when 1 have believed ; and 
I am perſuaded, that neither life, nor death; nor any 
creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate me from the love of 


_ * Pal. Ixxvil, 10. + Pal. xlii.g. f Pal. cli. 1. 3. 
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GOD, whichis in CHRIST FESUS my LORD. 
With both which, the confeſſion of faith recorded by 
St Luke, is exactly correſpondent ; We believe, that, 
through the grace of the LORD FESUS CHRIST, 
We hall be ſaved even as they f. 

Ther. Was not this a privilege peculiar to the a- 
poſtles? | 

Aſp. By no means. All believers are brethren, and 
have like precious faith, —Hear how St Peter exhorts 
all his people; Gird up the loins of your mind, and hope 
to the end; or, as the word ſhould rather be tranſ- 
lated, hope perfectly, hope aſſuredly, for the grace that is to 
be brought unto you at the revelation of FESUS CHRIST I. 
Maintain, not a dim, but a bright hope; not a waver- 
ing, but a ſteady expectation, of eternal life; that 
free, but grand gift, of which the LORD FESUS, 
at his ſecond coming, ſhall put you in full poſſeſſion. 
— The apoſtle, writing to his Hebrew converts, en- 
courages them all to hold faſt the confidence, and the 
rejoicing of hope, firm unto the end ||. From whence it 
is deducible, that a truſt amounting to confidence, and 
the joy which naturally reſults from ſuch a truſt, were 
the common portion of Chriſtians ; pofletled, not 
barely by ſome few exalted ſaints, but by the tollow- 
ers of F E£ SUS in general. I might bring many more 
inſtances. But why ſhould 1 multiply proofs? Since 
the beloved diſciple declares, Theſe things have I writ- 
ten unto you, that believe on the name of the SON of 
GOD, that ye may know that ye have eternal life. 

Ther. True, Aſpaſio. This coincides with my ap- 
prehenſions. The ſcriptures are written, —ſirſt, that 
we may believe, and be entitled to eternal life next, 
that we may have the #now/edge of our belief, and a 
conſciouſnels of our title. The apoſtle ſuppoſes his 
correſpondents to poſleſs the former, yet not to have 
attained the latter. 

Aſp. Is it certain, that he makes ſuch a ſuppoſition ? 
He writes, I imagine, not with a view of leading them 
to either, but of confirming them in both. —He inti- 
mates, that the privilege and the comfort ſhould go 
together. If we believe, that CH R 1ST is our Sure- 
ty; we ſhould be perfuaded, that he has paid our 
debt, and fatisfied juſtice to the very uttermoſt far- 
thing. If we believe, that CHRIST is our bride- 

oom; we ſhould reſt aſſured, that his righteouſneſs, 

is inheritance, and his kingdom are ours. And why 
ſhould we take pains to ſeparate, what G O D's word 
and the very nature of things have united? Will this 
turn to our advantage? muſt it not iſſue in our loſs ? 
— Beſides, according to your own interpretation, who- 
ever falls ſhort of this chearing knowledge, falls ſhort 
of one great end for which the ſcriptures were written. 
He receives not his full reward. He only gleans, 
where he might reap; is toſſed on the ocean of un- 
certainty : whereas they that have believed, have gain- 
ed the port, have dropped their anchor, and enter into 
reſt J. | ts | 
har, Believed ! What? that our ſins are laid upon 
CHRIST? that he was obedient in our ſtead ? that 
all ſpiritual bleſſings are thereby procured for our — 
even for our enjoyment ? 

Aſp. The bleſſings you mention, are evidently the 
purport of the goſpel. And 1 know of no other ju- 
ſtifying faith, but that which relates to the goſpel, and 
believes its report +. Nor can I think, that any other 
belief will adminiſter the tranquillity, or produce the 


reſt, ſpecified by the apoſtle. —But here, I find, lies 


the core and root of our controverſy. This 1s the 
preciſe point to be ſettled ; What it is to believe? what 


* Rom. viii. 29. + Acts xv. 11. 

t 1 Pet. i. 13. Ee rat or «x9 H, ſignify to the end. But 
rower, as far as I can recollect, is never uſed in this ſenſe, 
either by ſacred or profane writers, 
fecte, integre, in this connection, cum firma fiducia, with a 
firm affiance. 
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It may be rendered per- 
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is included in this very important word? Tn 
ſtion might renew our diſpute, and cauſe the 5 
guments to recur. Whereas, I would glad] 
of diſputation. We have already been too Jon d 

tained in theſe diſagrecable paths. However 8 4 
you have given the occaſion, I may juſt touch 1 
another text or two. For I would willingly 2 
this nail to the head; and not leave my friend un wag 
vinced, on a ſubject of the utmoſt con equence. hog 


que- 
paſt ay. 
y get rid 


The LORD declares by his prophet, J. es 
he, that blotteth out thy 22 To 4 T 


to ſubſcribe this declaration; to ſubſcribe w: 
hand, and profeſs from our heart, 60 LOR 5 ry 
„done, as thou haſt ſaid.” —Faith is, if 1 may f, 
ſpeak, the echo of the divine voice. It eagerly =” 
es, and punctually reverberates the joyful ſound, 1 
60D ſay, Thou art my people? Faith replies, They pw 
my GOD *: not barely deſiring, but confidently a. 
verring, an intereſt in his favour. This explanation 
of faith is given us by a wiſdom which cannot be de. 
ceived, by a fidelity which cannot deceive.— Once 
more. Our LORD bears this teſtimony concernin 
Thomas ; Thomas, thou haſt believed. Now then, | 
think we have got an infallible touchſtone. Let ys 
examine, what that is which FESUS CHRIST 
calls believing. Whatever it be, it is the determing. 
tion of truth itſelf; and ſhould paſs for a verdict 
from which there lies no appeal. And this, this is 
the confeſſion of Thomas, My LO RD, and my GOD }, 
This, this exprefles what our divine MASTER calls 
believing. When, therefore, we confeſs with our lips 
and are perſuaded in our hearts, that F ESUS js our 
LORD, who bought us with his blood ; that 7. 
SUS is our GOD, who will exert all his adorable 
perfections for our good; then we truly believe. We 
believe, in our SAVIOU R's ſenſe of the word, we 
have that faith, which he allows to be genuine, 

Ther. Is this the conſtant language of faith ? Accor- 
ding to this account, there is no difference between 
the infant and the adult; between the new. born babe, 
and the full- grown man in CHRIST. Your ſpiri- 
tual children, Aſpaſio, muſt be men from their birth; 
nay, born in all the vigour of manhood. Whereas, 
the apoſtle makes an evident difference between the 
babes, the young men, and the fathers ; between faith, 
the aſſurance of faith, and the full aſſurance of faith. 
If we are told of a patriarch, who was ftrong in faith ; 
we read of ſome Roman converts, who were weak in 
the faith; and we hear our LORD ſpeaking to di- 
ſciples, who were fearful and M little faith. 

Aſp. Between faith, and the full affurance of faith, 
the apoſtle makes a difference. The one is the moſt 
exalted pitch, where the other is but an inferior ele- 
vation. Yet both are rounds of the ſame ladder. —1 
don't remember, that the ſacred writer any where diſ- 
tinguiſhes between faith and aſſurance. me and mene, 
faith and confidence, are joined in the epiſtle to the E- 
phefians. It is the opinion of the beſt critics, that the 
ſenſe of the latter is included in the former. The 
critic's opinion is confirmed by the apoſtle's declara- 
tion, We have acceſs with e through faith *, 
Could yonder ſun diffuſe warmth through the air, if 
it had no warmth in itſelf? No more could faith pro- 
duce confidence in the believer, if, in its own nature, 
it did not contain the ſame. . | 

The caſe of little faith, I think, may be explained 
from our L OR D's own expoſtulation ; O thou of /it- 


tle faith, wherefore didſi thou doubt? Here was a faith, 


not only in CHRIST's power, but alſo in his wall. 
Nay, here was an appropriating faith, by which the 
apoſtle applied both to himſelf, —< 1 verily believe, 
& that my divine MAS TER is able to preſerve me, 
&« even tl 


« ſtuons ſea. I am perſuaded likewiſe, that he wil 


+ John xx. 28. 29 
Eph. ili. 12, f 


* Hol. ii. 23. 


ough I venture to tread upon this tempe, 


Hf its nature; 


e 


3 me, and not ſuffer his · ſervant to periſh in the 
7 5 e enterpriſe.” Nothing leſs than this 
ould have produced that hazardous enterpriſe, or 
h vo emboldened him to walk upon the rolling billows. 
10 you not diſcern, in this inſtance, ſome degree 
of perional application, ſome real aſſurance of faith? 
lis true, this faith was violently aſſaulted by doubts, 
ad greatly enfeebled by fears *, Yet ſtill it was of 
the applicatory kind. He can, he will, were expreſlive 
; thongh the boiſterous winds, and the 
terrifying appearance of things, almoſt drowned its 
voice, or ſtifled the words in their utterance. - _» 
Ther. If you allow no difference between faith and 
confidence, I am very ſure, St Fohn puts a difference 
between babes, young men, and fathers. _ _ 
Aſp. He does, Theron. And ſo would I. Neither 
can U tkink of any thing more proper to explain my 
meaning, or eſtabliſh my tenet, than your own com- 
wriſon,—in ſome fruittul family, you may ſee one 
child in leading-ſtrings ; another able to walk by itſelf; 
a third come home, improved and cultivated, from 
the ſchool of literature. Obſerve their ſpeech. One 
liſps out a few broken ſentences ; another talks intel- 
livibly, but very incorrectly ; the laſt has learned to 
expreſs himſelf with tolerable propriety. Yet each 
ſpeaks the ſame language, notwithſtanding the various 
degrees of fluency in their utterance, or purity in 
their diction, So faith always ſpeaks one and the ſame 
uniform language. Whether ſhe liſps or ſtammers; 
whether ſhe whiſpers in faint accents, or raiſes her 
voice in a more manly tone: this is ſtill the unvaried 
import of her ſpeech ; GOD, even our own G O D, will 
gie us his I you = how St John ad- 
dreſſes even his Iittle children? I torite unto you, little 
children, becauſe your ſine ARE FORGIVEN fo | 
Ther. Will not this account diſcourage ſome, and 
offend others, who are not arrived at ſuch an exalted 
itch ? : 
k 4/þ. 1 would not offend the meaneſt, nar diſcourage 
the weakeſt of my REDEEME R's fervants.—As 
for offence, that cannot be given, and ought not to be 
taken, when all we advance is ſtrictly conformable to 
the unerring oracles. Whereas, to qualify and atte- 
nuate the ſcriptural deſcriptions of faith, in complai- 
ſance to our own experience; to make the unhappy 
fluctuations and unworthy ſuſpicions, which poſſeſs the 
breaſts of ſome particular Chriſtians, to male them 
the rule of explaining, or the meaſure of enforcing 
ſo capital a duty; this, ſure, would be an offence to 
G OD, an injury to his word, and detrimental'to the 
welfare of. ſouls, 5 
With regard to diſcouragement, I cannot conceive; 
how this ſhould enſue, from informing the poor ſin- 
ner, that he has a right to apply CHRIST, and all 
CHRIST's merits to himſelf; or from exhorting the 
poor ſinner to do this, without any heſitation, and 
with a reſolute dependence. In this caſe, to doubt is 
to be diſcouraged ; as much as you want certainty, ſo 
much you want conſolation, The proper way to com- 
fort theſe diſtreſſed people, is, not to allow but to diſ- 
ſipate their doubts; to blow away thoſe dead aſhes, 
that the ſmothered embers may ſhine and glow. 
Were we to inquire after the cauſe of that diſquie- 
tude and deſpondency which are ſo common among 
modern — I am inclined to ſuſpect, we ſhould 


_ * I muſt beg of the candid reader, to take particular no- 
de of this limitation; and muſt entreat the impartial examiner, 
dot to forget this conceſſion. We no where ſuppoſe, that a 
freedom from all fears, or a ſuperiority to all doubts, are in- 
cluded in the nature of faith, We only affirm, that an appro- 
priating perſuaſion or aſſurance are neceſſary to the being of 
faith, This aſſurance may be encumbered with doubts, and 
ay conflict with fears. But ſtill it is afſurance,—real aſſurance, 


—and proves itſelf to be ſuch, by oppoſing and ſtruggling with 
the contrary principle. . 
+ I John ii. 22. 
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the abſence of this appropriating belief, or this 


XVI. „ 
find it lying hid in their wrong apprehenſions both of 
CHRIS I, and of faith. They look upon CHRIST, 
as a rigorous and forbidding monarch, who inſiſts up- 
on ſome hard terms and high qualifications. Where 
as, his heart and his arans are ever apen : his heart as 
open, as infinite love can ſet it; his arms as open, 
as infinite merit can make them. They look upon 
faith, as containing a poſſibility only, or at molt a 
probability of ſalvation through his name. It is with 
them a kind of peradventure; a ſituation of mind, 
fluctuating and pendulous. Perhaps I may ſucceed, 
* and be eternally bleſſed. Perhaps I may be rejected, 
“ and eternally ruined.” Such a ſtate of ſuſpenſe, in 
an affair of everlaſting conſequence, cannot but create 
uncaſineſs and anxiety. * | \ 

This uneaſineſs and anxiety ſeem to have been little 
known in the earlier and better days of the church. 
And why! Becauſe Chriſtians were then expoſed to 
the rage of perſecution? Becauſe they were placed 
nearer the time of CHRIS T's ſojourning on earth? 
I rather think, becauſe they were taught this particu- 
lar and comfortable application of CHRIS T and his 
„ won They exerciſed a confident aftiance on 
FESUS, as their own REDEEMER; and were 
{ſhewn a more direct way to obtain this aſſurance, 
than merely to ſearch after their own renewed qualities. 

Ther. Surely, Aſpaſio, in this particular you differ, 
not from me only, but from the generality of the or- 
thodox. | 2 2-3 of I. 

Aſp. 1 am ſorry to find myſelf under a neceflity of 
differing from any worthy perſons, much more of dif- 
agreeing with the generality. This I can ſafely aver, 
that it is not from an affectation of novelty, or any 
tondnels for diſputing, but from a diſintereſted regard 
to the truth of the goſpel. I ſhould be glad to have 
the concurrence of all the ſerious, and all the pious, 
But I dare not purchaſe their approbation, I dare not 
attempt a coalition of ſentiments, by diminiſhing the 
boundlels riches of grace, or reſtricting the abſolute 
freeneſs of ſalvation by CHRIST. . _-. 

You are pleaſed to remind me of the orthodox. Pray, 
my dear friend, what is the ſtandard of orthodox y? 
Is it the word of revelation ? This ſpeaks once, yea 
twice, nay ſome hundreds of times in our favour, — 
Is it the doctrine of our reformers from Popery ? 
With theſe we jar not, but exactly harmonize.—ls it 
to be taken from the old confeſſions of faith, and the 
catechiſms of Proteſtant churches ? To theſe we ap- 
peal, and have the ſanction of their authority. Has 
the mbidern way of treating and ſtating this momens 
tous ſubject ſo much to allege for its ſupport? , .. | 
Let me farther aſk,—Are we better than our fathers ? 
Is Chriftianity in a thriving condition, or practical 
religion on the advancin and; The reverſe, the 
melancholy reverſe is undeniably true. When our 
writers entorced, and our preachers urged; what 1 am 
defending, profeſſors were alive, and animated with 
the power of godlineſs. Whereas how we ſeem 
to be degenerated into the mere form; we have 4 
name to live, but are languid, liſtleſs, and if not dead *, 
yet ready to die.—It behoves us therefore to conſider, 


whether the declenſion, the decays, the unfruitfulneſs, 


ſo juſtly lamented in the preſent age, be not owing to 
perſuaſion. | 3 [3 
A ſweet aſſurance of pardon, a comfortable perſua- 
ſion of our reconciliation with G OD, an eftabliſhed 
hope of eternal glory through FESUS CHRIST; 
theſe will be operative in the ſoul, as © a torch in the 
« ſheaf,”' Theſe will enkindle love, and increaſe 
watchfulneſs ; theſe will beget the true humility of 
mind, and work an unfeigned abhorrence of fin ; 
theſe will enlarge the heart with charity, and exalt 
the affections above the world. Theſe are the proper, 
and the only effectual means of mating the man GOD 
| r n 


4 R 


T H E R ON 
perſect, that is, thoroughly furniſhed to every grid work X. 
But the doubting frame is not fitted to yield any of 


342 


theſe fruits. Nay, I am apprchenſive, there are ſeve- 
ral graces, which can hardly be excrciſed, ſeveral du- 
ties, which can ſcarcely be pewormed, ſo long as this 
ſpirit of diflidence prevails, 

Ther. Name them, A/paſie. | 

Aſp. 1 am atraid, leſt I ſhould feem to arrogate the 
oftice- of a teacher; which neither becomes my con- 
dition, nor 1s agreeable to my temper. 

Ther. I beſeech you, my dear triend, let us wave 
ceremony, and have nothing to do with compliments. 
My ſoul is in Jeopardy. My preſent comfort, and 
my everlaſting happineis are at itake. And ſhall we 
ſuffer any little punctilios to overbear ſuch weighty 
conſiderations? 

Suppole you are a teacher; I have great need, and 
am very delirous, to become your ſcholar. For I tree- 
ly confeſs, that, knowing as I may ſeem in other in- 
ſtances, I am very ignorant in the great peculiaritics 
of the goſpel. Nay, though 1 have read the ſcrip- 
tures in a critical view, I have been an utter ſtranger 
to their ſpiritual meaning. Here I am uninſtructed as 
a babe. Here, therefore, I ought to be teachable as 
a babe. Yes, in this reſpect 1 would become as a 
little child, that I may enter into the knowledge, and 
poſſeſs the 138 of the kingdom of heaven. 

Aſp. Your anſwer, Theron, ſhall be a law. Love to 
60 D, is the firſt commandment ; and, without all 
peradventure, is the principal grace. But is it eaſy, 
is it poſſible to love GO D, before we have any per- 
ſuaſion of his love to us? This is what the apoſtles 
did not, could not do. And, if it exceeded their a- 
bility, 1t will doubtleſs be above the reach of our ca- 
pacity. The thing may be attempted ; the practice 
may be urged; we may fee the neceſlity of it, and 
deſire to perform it:; but we ſhall never, never be able 
to exerciſe it, till we have ſome comfortable appre- 
henſion of GO D's reconciliation and good- will to 
us. Me love HI M.—Wheretore ? from what induce- 
ment? Becauſe he firſt loved us 4; and becauſe this 
love hath been made evident to our conſciences, by 
the light of faith. 

What think you of delight in GOD? This allo is 
a Chriſtian grace. But how can two walk together, 
except they be agreed? We never covet an intimacy 
with the perſon, who declares himſelf our enemy. 
Nay, if there be only 2 ſuſpicion, that he bears us a 
ſecret ill-will, we ſhall be jealous of truiting him, and 
averſe to approach him, This was the caſe of our 
firſt parents, immediately after the fall. Inſtead of 
drawing near to their CREATOR, with plcaſure 
and gratitude ; they fled ſrom him, with anxiety and 


* For the diſplay and confirmation of thefe points, I do, 
with great pleature, and without any diffidence, refer to Mr 
MaRSHALL's Goſpel-Myſftery of Sanctiſication. Which I ſhall 
not recommend in the ſtyle of a critic, or like a reader of taſte, 
but with all the ſimplicity of the weakeſt Chriſtian; I mean, 
from my own experience. It has been made one of the maſt 
uſeful books to my own ſoul. I ſcarce ever fail to receive ſpi- 
ritual conſolation and ſtrength from the peruſal of it. And 
was I to be baniſhed into ſome deſolate inland, ſleſſed only 
of two books beſides my BIBL E, this ſhould be one of the 
two, and perhaps the firſt that I would chuſe. 

Should any perſon, hitherto a ſtranger to the work, pur- 
chaſe it on this recommendation, I muſt deſire to ſuggeſt one 
caution :—That he be not ſurpriſed, if, in the beginning, he 
mects with ſomething new, and quite out of the common road : 
or, if ſurpriſed, that he would not be offended, but calmly 
and attentively proceed. He will find the author's deſign o- 
pening itſelf by degrees. He will diſcern more and more the 
propriety of his method: and what might, at the firſt view, 
appear like a ſtumbling-block, will prove to be a fair, com- 

ndious, and ample avenue—to the palace of truth, to the 
temple of holineſs, = and to the bowers of happineſs. — Our 
author's particular recommendation of this invaluable book, in a 


preface to an edition printed of it in London, will be inſerted 4 


terwards in this work. 


+ 1 John iv. 10. 
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A 8a & 1 O. 
terror. And why? Becaufe they were un 
larming apprehenſions of his diſpleaſure. mane ” 
let us once believe, what the apoltle aflirms, * 
were enemies, we were reconciled to GOD by the death 
of lis SNK. Let us cordially credit, what the ro- 
phet repeatedly declares, Therefore will the LOR D 
wait that he may be gracious unto you ; and therefore will 
he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you +. The 
we ſhall ſeek his face with alacrity. Our affections 
will be on the wing to ſalute their almi hty BEN F. 
FACTOR. We ſhall /%· in GO 5 through aur 
LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
Ther. Lo the enjoyment of ſo many ſpiritual conſo. 
lations, and the exercile of ſeveral delightful oraces, I 
acknowledge, an atlured faith is neceſſary; but— A 
Aſp. Ay, Theron, you may well heſitate. It will 
be dliflicult to fill up the chaſm in your diſcourſe. For 
my part, I know not any duty of holineſs, which can 
be performed aright, without ſome degree of this 
contiding faith.—We are to. walk worthy of H ] M 
who hath called us to his kingdom and 7 f : but if 
we doubt, whether we in particular are called, how 
can this influence our converſation ? — We are to be 


followers of GOD, as his dear children ||. But if we 


do not, cannot, will not believe, ſo as to cry Abba, 
« FATHER,” how can ſuch a conſideration Way 


our hearts? — Nay, upon what principles can ſuch 4 


perſon addreſs himſelf to diſcharge any oflice of the 
Chriſtian life? We are to abound in the works of the 
LORD, from the anunating proſpect of a glorious 
reſurrection +. This he cannot do; becauſe he ap- 
prehends himſelf to have no lot or portion in the 
blefled hope.—We are to open our hands in charity 
to others, from a view of that heavenly kingdom, 
which was prepared for us from the foundation of the 
world : we are to cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs 
of fleth and ſpirit, on account of thoſe precious pro- 


miſes, which are freely given to us in CHRIST 


FESUS=: but where unbelieving doubts predomi- 
nate, theſe endearing and invigorating motives are loft, 
The man has no intereſt in the encouraging promiſes, 
has no title to the bliſsful inheritance z conſequentiy, 
theſe ſinews of evangelical obedience, with reſpect to 
him, are benumbed, withered, dead. | 
Ther. Such a man may make prayers and ſupplica- 
tions. Though he cannot rejoice in the privileges, 
he may requeſt them at the throne of grace. 
Aſp. Prayer is a great duty, and as great a privilege. 
I with my dear Theron the ſpirit of grace and ſuppli- 
cation. This will be better, incomparably better and 


"more advantageous, than a key to hidden treaſures, 


But how can you pray with humble boldneſs, or with 
lively hope, unleſs you believe? believe, that CHRIST 


* Rom. v. 10, 

+ 1/. xxx. 19. That admirable commentator VI TRIX Ga, 
who generally draws his bow with a ſteady hand, and ſhoots 
his arrow with the exacteſt aim, here ſeems to miſs the mark. 
He appears to have thought, that waiting to be gracious, im- 
plies a delay in the exerciſe of the attribute, and is the fame as 
to ab/tain from being gracious, Had this been the meaning, the 
language would probably have been, not g—y935mF7 but EIJINMn 
—To wait t& be gracious fignifies, to ſtand over a peopic with 
the continued tenders of grace and mercy, even while they re- 


fuſe to accept them. This was the caſe with GOD and Iſrael, 


GOD promiſed to defend the Hraelites; they obſt hey re· 
fuſed to confide in his protection. G OD diſſuaded them from 
truſting in the ſuccour of Egypt; they preſumptuouſly reſol- 
ved to rely on that broken reed. Therefore, ſays G O D, 1 will 
—withdraw my flighted mercy ? deny my deſpiſed aſſiſtance? 
This would be the manner of human procedure, But the 
LORD's ways are not as man's ways. His long-ſuftering 
triumphs over our perverſeneſs. Therefore he ſays, © I will 
© not turn away from them, in diſpleaſure; I will even Walt 
& for them, and wait upon them, till they ſee their er. 
© ror, and accept my favour.”—Amazing condeſcenſion and 
goodneſs ! I was going to ſay. But divine condeſcenſion and 
goodneſs are, if I may ſo ſpeak, infinitely more than amazing. 
1 1 Theſſ. ii. 12. | Eph. v. 1. 4 1 Cor. xv. 58, 
+ Matth, xxv. 34. == 2 Cor. Vil. 1. 


F 
is your High Prieſt; is your Interceſſor with the F A- 
THEn; and, with the incenſe of his infinite merit, 
reſents your petitions? Then, and then only, can 
vou have, what the apoſtle calls, boldneſs and acceſs 
* ith confidence x. Take notice of theſe vigorous ex- 
refions ; and at your leiſure conſider, whether they 
countenance the ſuſpicious and miſgiving temper.— 
At preſent obſerve, how yonder lark warbles and 
mounts in the firmament ; as if ſhe was bidding adieu 
to the earth, and going to mingle with the ſkies. An 
image this of believing prayer! Should a fowler 
ſhoot the ſoaring ſongſter through the, wing, how 
would ſhe fall from her elevation, and flutter on the 
round! An emblem that of diſtruſting prayer. 

| know not how to leave this ſubject, without at- 
tending to the teitimony of St Fames : than oats 
nothing can be more awful, or more deciſive. It 
ſhould really alarm the doybting diſpoſition, as much 
2s any ſolicitation to the moſt horrid fin, It ſhould 
alarm the whole religious world, as much as the bea- 
cons, ſuddenly kindled, and all on a flame, would a- 
Jlarm the inhabitants of the maritime coafls. Let him 
pray in faith, net hing doubting + ; for he that doubteth 
is like a wave of the fea, driven by the wind; and teſſed. 
Nay, the apoſtle adds,—and it is an addition greatly to 
be regarded. It ſhould abide with weight on our 
conſciences ; for it comes from a caſuiſt, who could 
neither be too indulgent, through an exceſs of com- 
paſſion ; nor too rigorous, through ap extravagance 
of zeal. Het not that man, the doubting ſupplicant, 
think, that he hall receive any thing of the LORD. 

Never then, my worthy triend, never more be an 
advocate for doubtings, Purſue them with fire and 
ſword. Give them no quarter. Deal with them as 
Saul was commanded to treat the Amaletztes. 


Ther. If we are grieved at the remembrance of pa/? 
ſin, and feel an averſion to all ſin; if the prevailing 
bias of our affections be to the divine REDEEMER, 
and the habitual breathing of our ſouls after a con- 
formity to his image; may we not ſuppoſe ourſelves 
poſſeſſed of the truth and reality, though we have not 
the confidence and rejoicing of faith? I ſay we ; be- 
cauſe I apprehend, this is not my peculiar caſe, but 
common to myſelf; and many other Chriſtians of the 
weaker ſort. I aſk, therefore, in their name and in 
my own, May we not humbly ſuppoſe our condition 
ſate, though we do not preſume to uſe the language 
* the ſpouſe, My BELOVED its mine, and 1 am 

ts ? | 

Aſp. So you are ſtill inclined to ſpare Agag ; becauſe 
delicately and ſpeciouſly diſguiſed, under the appear- 
ance of tenderneſs to weak ſouls. I ſhould have 
thought, the text from St James muſt have done exe- 
cation, like the prophet Samuel's ſword. But ſince 
corrolives ſucceed not, let us make trial of lenitives. 
When the great IE HOVAH is pleaſed to ſay, J 
am the LORD thy GOD; then, upon this authentic 
warrant, to uſe the language of the ſpouſe, is neither 


* Eph. iii. 12, Tiooalohh, acceſs with a chearing and graceful 
aſurance ; ſuch as thoſe petitioners enjoy, who are introduced 
to the royal preſence, by ſome diſtinguiſhed favourite, —Napprova, 
a boldneſs or unreftrained liberty L | peech ; ſuch as children uſe, 
when they preſent, their addreſſes, and make known their re: 
queſts, to an indulgent father. E. neroatron, with a well-ground- 
ed and ſteady confidence, that we ſhall obtain both a favourable 
acceptance, and a gracious anſwer, —And all this, through the 
faith f CHRIST; through the worthineſs of his perſon, 
and the prevalence of his interceſſion. | 

f Jam. i. 6. N. B. Nothing doubting, is the apaſile's expla- 
nation of faith. - Mui $:axpmyrc is, in our tranſlation, nothing 
vavering. But the very ſame expreſſion is rendered, Aeg x. 


20. Nothing doubting. The ſenſe is, either way, alike. Though, 


think, nothing wavering, correſponds 'too nearly with the 


_ Compariſon, like a wave; makes ſomething of a diſagreeable 


Ungle; and flattens the force, or ſuperſedes the neceſlity, of 
the following Illuſtration, : 5 * 
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more nor leſs than to declare; “ Iam perſuaded, that 
* CHRIST is faithful and true; that he ſays what 
* he thinks; and will do what he ſays.” Whereas, 
to deny this, by downright unbelief; or to queſtion 
this, by living in ſuſpenſe; is not humble duty, but 
roud diſobedience. Might not the LORD F E- 

o US juſtly complain, What iniquity have ſinners found 
in me? what unkindneſs, or what unfaithfulneſs, that 
they are ſo much afraid of confiding in my grace, and 
of believing my word? 1 | 

You aſk, Whether the ſtate of theſe perſons is ſafe, 
and their faith real? I anſwer, Why ſhould not their 
ſtate be happy, and their faith aſſured? Why ſhould 
72 or they, or any one, plead the cauſe of unbe- 
ief, and veil it with the plauſible pretext of humility ? 
Let theſe perſons know, whatever their names or their 
circumſtances are, that they have as good a right to 
adopt the words of the ſpouſe, as.we have to walk in 
thete gardens, and enjoy their refined delights. — Yet 
they will do well to remember, that thoſe qualifica- 
tions, however amiable, are by no means the ground 
of their right. They are to advance their claim, an 
hold faſt the bleſſing, not as men ornamented with 
fine endowments, but as poor, indigent, guilty ſin- 
ners. For ſuch the S A VIOURis provided; to ſuch 
his benefits are propoſed, and on ſuch his grace will be 
Pf! ·‚ St 

Ther. Do you elude my queſtion, or give up your 
point? One or the other my Aſpaſio certainly does. 
Asp. Since my friend ſo peremptorily affirms, I will 
not have the ill manners ta deny, Iwill own the 
former charge, the latter I cannot admit, I will own, 
that, at preſent, I had much rather act as a comforter, 
than as a diſputant. On ſome other occaſion I will 
undertake to conlider, and endeavour to anſwer, 
all your objections. — In the mean time, I am far 
from giving up the point, barely by inquiring, Why 
tuch perſons thould loſe their time, and perhaps 
embarraſs their minds, in theſe leſs profitable ſuppoſi- 
tions? when there is a direct, a compendious, and 4 
certain method of obtaining peace, by appropriating 
CHRIST and his merits ; without recurring to any 
ſuch qualifications.  _.. „ 

Nevertheleſs, if you inſiſt upon a poſitive reply, [ 
am obliged to declare, that faith conſiſts in none o 
thoſe qualifications which you deſcribe. The language 
of faith is not,—* I feel ſuch, an averſion ; I am ac- 
e tuated with ſuch a bias; or I breathe ſuch a deſire.” 
But . G OD has freely loved me; CHRIST hag 
« gracioully died for me; and the HOLY GHOST 
« will aſſuredly ſanctify me in the belief, the appro» 
<«« priating belief of theſe precious truths *.“ 


But ſee, Theron / Yonder black and low-hung cloud 
points this way. It ſeems big with a ſhower; it 
marches on apace; and will ſoon be over our heads. 
We muſt inſtantly fly to ſhelter. p 

Ther. It is well we have this ſummer-houſe for our 
ſhelter. The thickeſt boughs would be inſufficient to 
ſcreen us. I think, I never ſaw a more impetuous 
burſt of rain. A ſhower! No, *tis a deſcending de- 

The large, ropy, recking drops, come down 


luge. 
like a torrent f. — Surpriſing! What a dreadful faſh 


If the reader finds this dialogue too long, here he will have 
a convenient reſting- place. 5 | | 
. + Come down like a torrent,—This is the import of that ſtrong 
pictureſque word OM Pſal. Ixxvii. 17. In this manner, The 
clouds poured out water ; while the air thundered; and the ary 


rows of the ALMIGHTY went abroad. Mr Addiſon, if I 


remember right, admires the pſalmiſt's deſcription of a form 
at ſea ; becauſe it dwells only upon the grand and moſt ftriking 
circumſtances ; without deſcending, like Virgil's enervated re- 
preſentation, to ſuch little particulars, as the crics of men, 
and the noiſe of oars. Clamorque virim, ftridorque rudentum, 
— This deſcription of a tempeſt is, I think, equally admirable 
on the ſame account, The three greateſt and moſt terrible pgs 
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der, and accompanied with lightning, IW OWN 


was there! A ſheet of ſulphureous fire, launched from 
the diſmal gloom, and wrapping the whole ſkies in a 
blaze Not a moment's interval between the light- 
ning's rage, and the thunder's roar. How ſudden and 
vaſt the exploſion | What a deep, prolonged, tremen- 
dous peal enſues ! It ſeems as if the poles of earth, and 
the pillars of nature cracked : 


See, my dear A/paſio/ ſee the direful havock ; the 
horrid effects of this elementary tumult.—Yonder oak, 
which reared its towering head aloft, and ſpread wide 
its graceful branches, is, in the twinkling of an eye, 
turned into a naked trunk. There it ſtands, ſinged 
and tore; ſtripped of its verdant honours *, and fur- 


rounded with its own ſhattered fragments. How fear- 


ful is the artillery of heaven! 
Aſp. And why—why did not the blow fall on this 
ilty breaſt? Why was not the fiery bolt, which 
ew {o near, commiſſioned to pierce our hearts? — If 
our heavenly FATHER has been fo tenderly careful 
of theſe periſhing bodies, will he not be much more 
acious to our immortal /ou/s Will he not clothe 
them with that immaculate robe, which is the only ſe- 
curity from the ſtroke of eternal vengeance And let 
me aſk, can this be a ſecurity to us, unleſs we are 
veſted with it! Could this building, though very ſub- 
ſtantial, have ſecured us from the ruſhing rains, if we 
had not betaken ourſelves to its friendly covert! 
CHRIST is repreſented, in the prophecy of 1/atah, 
by this very image; as a place of refuge, and as a co- 
vert from the ſtorm and from rain +, That is, his me- 
rits and death are a ſure protection from the curſe of 
the law, and the damnation of hell. No fury of the 
elements ſo terrible as theſe; no bulwark of ſtone ſo 
impregnable as thoſe, —lf this is a proper emblem of 
CHRIST, to what ſhall we liken faith? To a per- 
ſuaſion, that the ſhelter of the ſummer-houſe is free 
for our uſe? Toa high eſteem of its accommodation, 
an earneſt deſire after its protection, or an habi- 
tual tendency towards it? — Would this defend us 
from the inclemencies of the weather? Would this 
keep us dry, amidſt (what you call) the deſcending 
deluge? Would this eſteem, deſire, or tendency, un- 
Teſs carried into actual entrance and poſſeſſion, be a 
proper ſafeguard, or indeed any manner of advantage 
to our perſons ? 
Ther. No, Aſpaſio ; neither would a perſuaſion that 
the ſummer-houſe is mine. | 
_ Aſp. True: but a belief that CHRIST is mine, is 
ike entering the ſummer-houſe. When the divine 
SPIRIT reveals the obedient and dying SAVIOUR in 
my heart; when I am enabled to believe, that his 
death was the deſert of my fins, and his obedience 
is the matter of my juſtification ; when I live in the 
exerciſe of this appropriating faith, then I find that 
tomfort, and I receive that benefit, which correſpond 
with the repoſe and ſecurity we now enjoy from this 
hoſpitable ſtructure. 


euliarities are ſelected; and expreſſed with all the conciſeneſs, 
yet wich all the vigour, which language can unite. 

I have not met with any commentator, who enters into the 
ſpirit of the next verſe. And in our liturgy-tranſlation, its 
majeſty ſinks into meanneſs, its propriety degenerates into tau- 
tology. Whereas, it is by no means a vain repetition ; but 
heightens and enlarges the formidable idea, by diſplaying the 
effects of what had been deſcribed, in the foregoing lines. The 
voice of thy thunder was in the heaven; the volleys not only 
reſounded, but reſounded from pole to pole, and filled 93733 
the vaſt circumference of the ſkies. The lightnings lig ened 
#he world ; the flaſhes not only ſhone, but ſhone far and near, 
and illuminated the whole world with their blage. The earth 


| Frembled to its centre, and its inhabitants /book with horror. 


Does not this give us the moſt awful and grand ſenſe of 
P/al. xxix. 9. ? The voice of the LORD, when uttered in thun- 
„ not di/- 


exvereth the thick buſbes, but ftrips the foreſts ; lays bare the 
branching woods; reduces the moſt magnificent 1 hea 
| + II. iv. ing | 


cedats to naked and withered trunks. 


A N D 


ASFA B 1:0, 

Ther. May I then, from this inſtant, 
CHRIST, his glorious perſon, his perfe 
neſs, and his precious death, as my certain 
May I firmly believe, that, through this grand; 
menſely-meritorious cauſe, I ſhall have pards f * 
ceptance, true holineſs and endleſs ſalvation? 39 

Aſp. Why ſhould you not believe all thi 
You have the wn reaſon to believe with a ſt 
fidence, as to believe with any degree of aff 
is the free promiſe of the goſpel, addreſſed to for It 
that warrants the latter; and the very ſame pro 0 
under the ſame circumſtances of unmerited muniſice,...” 
authorizes the former. ence, 


look upon 
ct righteouſ. 
inheritance ? 


8 firmly 2 
eady con- 


You have heard my opinion, hear now w 
LORD himſelf "brag Fer him 'that is athirh 8 
and whoſoever will, let him take the water of life Heel 7 
He may partake of my ſphitual and unſpeakable lle 
ſings, as freely as he makes uſe of the moſt common re. 
frelhments; as freely as he drinks of the running . 
1his is his royal proclamation.— Hear his gracious * 
vitation. Look unto me, and be ye ſaved + ; ſaved from 
your diſquieting fears, by juſtification ; ſaved from 
your domineering corruptions, by ſanctification; ſaved 
from every evil, by complete and eternal redemption 
To whom is this moſt affectionate call directed? Not 
to a few diſtinguiſhed favourites only, but to all 7% 
ends of the earth, None are excepted ; none are 
prohibited ; and can my Theron imagine, that he is ex- 
cluded? | | | 

Nay farther, hear our L O R D's earneſt entreaty ; 
hear his tender and repeated importunity ; As thoy 5 
GOD did beſeech you by us, we pray you in CHRIST 
ſtead, be ye reconciled to GOD f. Hark! *Tis the voice 
of infinitely-condeſcending love, ſpeaking by his am- 
baffador :—< Sinners, accept my great ſalvation. En- 
joy what I have purchaſed for you, by my dying a- 
« gomes, Do not ſuſpect my kindneſs, or refuſe my 
« gifts. This will wound me deeper, than the ſpear 
« which pierced heart.” —O ! the grace of our 
exalted KING. He bows from his celeſtial throne. 
He almoſt kneels to his guilty creatures. He begs, he 
even begs of obnoxious ſinners, aot to reject his mer- 
cies, —Aftter all this, can you entertain the leaſt doubt, 
. 0 whether you have a permiſſion to believe 

* 

Ther. This is extraordinary goodneſs indeed! I have 
often read theſe paſſages, but never ſaw them, till this 
hour, in a light ſo engaging and ſo encouraging. 

Aſp. Should not this threefold cord be ſtrong enough 
to draw my dear friend ; let me add (what muſt ab- 
ſolutely ſuperſede all objections) the plain, expreſs, 
peremptory command of the ALMIGHTY: This 
xs his command, that we ſhould believe on the name of his 
Son FESUS CHRIST ||. Pray, examine the lan- 
guage ; not he allows only; or barely adviſes ; but 
commands. We are not only permitted, but ſtrictly 
required. It is not only our privilege, but G © D's 
38 injunction.— Upon the diſcovery of ſuch a 

AVIOUR, methinks every heart ſhould cry; © 0 
„that I might be allowed to approach him! to ſolicit 
« an intereſt in him! How gladly would I wait, ever 
ͤſo long a time, in ever ſo mean a poſture, if I might 
“at the laſt receive him as my portion? The ſu- 
perabundant goodneſs of GO D prevents our wiſhes, 
and exceeds our hopes. I Pay 1 give my SON,” 
faith the LORD, “ and all his riches to you. I be- 
ſeech you, as a compaſſionate friend, nat to refuſe 
„ him. I injoin you, as an uncontrollable Sovereign, 
“to believe on him.” —How gracipys ! moſt amazing- 
ly gracious is this command ! And give me leave to 
hint, it is the greateſt and moſt important command 
that ever iſſued from the throne of glory. If this be 
neglected, no other can be kept; if this be obſerved, 


* Rev. xxii, 17. + If. xlv. 22, f 2 Cor. v 20. 
1 John iii. 23, 
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will be caſy.—Now, Theron, will you not 
ive CHRIST, and look upon his all-ſuflicient 
of its as your on ? Is not your warrant clear and 
Mexceptianable 5 na y, is not your obligation ſtrong 
indiſpenſable 5 
and ety, Aſpaſio, you put all my miſtruſtful ap- 
rehenſions to the ſtand. Here is a proclamation from 
the bleſſed G O D,—ſeconded by his invitation, —ac- 
mpanied by his entreaty, — and all enforced by his 
ps mand. I know not what can be a fuller proof of 
= oint, or a ſtronger inducement to believe. 
* 4 Yes, my friend, I can produce (if ſuch a thing 
be pofſble) ſtronger proof ſtill : ſuch as, I hope, will 
totally rout unbelicf, and drive all her forces from the 


9 has not only invited you, 


all others 


entreated you, 
a . 
his SON is your SAVIOUR; but he 
— A you the dn ratification of this precious 
truth. — He has * * word; he has _— * 
omiſe; nay, he has given you many and vario 
— of this ineſtimable bleſſing. And GOD 15 
wt a man, that he ſhould lie; or the & ON of man, that 
he ſhould repent. Hath he ſaid, and hall he wp do it * 
or hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it good * Hea- 
yen and earth may drop into nothing, ſooner than one 
romiſe, or indeed _ or tittle of his promiſe, 
11d fall to the ground. ; 
Weges this, ©, 5 given you, if I may ſo ſpeak; a 
note under his own hand. He has recorded his pro- 
miſes in the Bible, and written them with an everlaſt- 
ing pen: ſo that they will ſtand conſpicuous and in- 
delible, like a bill drawn upon heaven, and a baſis laid 
for faith, ſo long as the ſun and moon endure. 

Nay, he has confirmed all, by the moſt ſolemn ſanc- 
tion imaginable ; by his cath ; by his own oath; by 
the oath of a GOD. Though his word 1s fure, and 
his promiſe immutable, he adds (aſtoniſhing condeſcen- 
ſion! adorable benignity !) he adds 1s OATH to 
all. He not only ſpeaks, but ſwears, ſwears by himſelf; 
ſwears by his own eternal exiſtence ; that his promiſes 
belong—to whom ? Mark this particular with the moſt 
exact attention. To whom do thoſe promiſes belong, 
which are ratified in this unequalled and inviolable 
manner ?—To the holy, the upright, the accompliſh- 
ed?—To thoſe, ſays the ſcripture, 20% fy for refuge to 
the hope ſet before them 4 ; the hope ſet before them in 
the propitiation, the righteouſneſs, the ineffable merits 
of CHRIST. ; 

Ther. May I then believe, firmly believe, aſſuredly 
believe, that F ESUS the Mediator, and all the rich 
benefits of his mediation, are mine? Pardon me, A- 
ſpaſio, for reiterating the queſtion. I am really, with 
reſpect to the obedience of faith, too much like that 
Saxon monarch, who, for his remiſſneſs and inactivity, 
was ſirnamed The Unread) f. | 

Aſp. Ido more than pardon my dear Theron. I feel 
for him, and I ſympathize with him. If there is ſome 


of that Saxon prince's diſeaſe running in his religion; 


I am ſure, there is too much of it in mine; and I fear 
it is an epidemical diſtemper. But let us reflect a mo- 
ment.—Suppoſe any neighbour of ſubſtance and cre- 
dit, ſhould bind himſelf by a deliberate promiſe, to do 
you ſome particular piece of ſervice ;—if- he ſhould 
add to his promiſe a note under his own hand ;—if he 
ſhould corroborate both by ſome authentic pledge — if 
he ſhould eſtabliſh all by a moſt awful and ſolemn 
bath. could you ſuſpect the ſincerity of his engage- 
ment, or harbour any doubt with regard to its exe- 
cution ? This would be moſt unreaſonable in any one; 
and to your generous temper, I am very certain, it 
would be impoflible.—Let us remember, that G OD 
has given us all this. cauſe for an aſſurance of faith, 
and more. Nay, 1 will defy the moſt timorous and 
Numb. xxiii, 19. vi. 17. 18. T ETHELRED. 
No XV. u, 19. + Heb. vi 17. 1 1 | 


nd commanded you to live under the ſweet perſua- 
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ſuſpicious temper, to demand from the mo/? treacherous 
perſon on earth, a greater, ſtronger, fuller ſecurity, 
than the G OD of infinite fidelity has granted to you 
and me.—After all this, one would think, diffidence 
itſelf could no longer heſitate, nor the moſt jealous in- 
credulity demur. Shall we, can we with-hold that 


affiance from the unchangeable CREATOR, which 


we could not but repoſe on a fallible creature ? 

Ther. You rouſe and animate me, Aſpaſſo. O! that 
I may ariſe, and, with the divine afliſtance, ſhake off 
this ſtupor of unbelief! Certainly, it can never be ho- 
nourable to G O D, nor pleaſing to CHRIST, nor 
profitable to ourſelves. 

Aſp. If it be, then cheriſh it; maintain it; and ne- 
ver relinquiſh it.—But how can it be honourable to 
GOD? It depretiates his goodneſs ; it is a reproach 
to his veracity ; nay, the apoſtle ſcruples not to af- 
firm, that it makes him a liar &. Whereas, they who 
believe his teſtimony, glorify his faithfulneſs ; glorify 
his beneficence ; and, as John the Baptiſt ſpeaks, /et to 
their ſeal, that GOD is true . have been informed, 
that, when the late Elefor of Hanover was declared, 
the parhament of Great Britain, ſucceſſor to the va- 
cant throne ; ſeveral perſons of diſtinction waited up- 
on his Highneſs, in order to make timely application 
for. the molt valuable preferments. Several requeſts 
of this nature were granted, and cach was confirmed 
by a kind of promiſſory note. One gentleman, par- 
ticularly, ſolicited for the Maſterſhip of the Rolls. Be- 
ing indulged in his deſire, he was offered the ſame 
confirmation, which had been vouchſafed to other ſuc- 
ceſsful petitioners. Upon which, he ſeemed to be un- 
der a pang of graceful confuſion and ſurpriſe; begged, 
that he might not put the royal donor to ſuch unneceſ- 
ſary trouble; at the ſame time proteſting, that he 
looked upon his Highneſs's word, as the very beſt ra- 
tification of his ſuit.—With this conduct, and this 
compliment, the EleQor was not a little pleaſed. 4 This 
* 1s the gentleman,” he ſaid, + who docs me a real ho- 
** Nour; treats me like a king ; and whoever is diſap- 
pointed, he ſhall certainly be gratified.” So, we 
are aſſured by the teſtimony of revelation, that the 
patriarch, who ſtaggered not through unbelief, gave, 
and in the moſt ſignal, the moſt acceptable manner, 
glory to G0 D. | : 

Is it pleaſing to CHRIST. Quite the reverſe. It 
diſhonours his merit; it detracts Trom the dignity of 
his righteouſneſs ; it would enervate the power of his 
interceſſion. Accordingly you may obſerve, there is 
nothing which our LORD ſo frequently reproved in 
his followers, as this ſpirit of unbeſief.— What ſays he 
to his diſciples, when he came down from the mount 
of transfiguration ? O faithleſs and perverſe || generation! 
They were perverſe, becauſe faithleſs. What ſays he 
to the travellers, whom he overtook in their journ 
to Emmaus? O fools, and flow of heart to believe | ! 
They were fools, becauſe flow to believe.—What ſays 
he to the apoſtles, after his reſurrection? F E SUS up- 
braided them with their unbelief +; He took no notice 

* 1 John v. io. + John iii. 33. + Rom. iv. 20. 

Agfa, Matth. xvii. 17. A believing ſtate of mind, is 
like ſome well arranged and beautiful ſyſtem of limbs, Unbe- 


lief diſlocates the parts, diſtorts the harmonious frame, and 
disfigures its comely proportion. „ 
+ Avorlo,, Luke xxiv. 25. Not thoug htleſs, but ſtupid crea- 
tures ; void of underſtanding ; as we ſay in Engliſh, without 
common ſenſe ; or, as Herace would have ſaid in Latin, | 
O tribus Anticyris caput inſanabile ! _ | 
++ Mark xvi. 14. The word is not e, as in Luke xvii, 3. not 
txeyfer, as in Tit. i. 13. but . Which ſignifies, not barely a re- 
buke, but a rebuke accompanied with keen and ting ing reflec- 
tions; ſuch as may cover the face with bluſhes, and wound the 


heart with anguiſh.—It is uſed, by the evangeliſt Luke, and by 


the apoſtle Peter, to deſcribe thoſe calumnies, invectives, and re- 
proaches, with which the perſecutors of Chriſtianity endeavour- 
ed to gall and afflift the Chriſtians. Luke vi. 22. 1 Pet. iv. 14. 
— Though our LORD JES * 


was moſt amiably tender 


346 T UH E 0 MN 


of their cowardly and perſidious behaviour; he inveigh- 
ed againſt none of their other follies and inſirmities; 
but he upbraided them with their unbelief. Not gen- 
tly rebuked. No; this was a fault ſo unreaſonable in 
itſelf, ſo reproachful to their MASTER, fo pernicious 


to themſelves, that he ſeverely reprimanded them for 


it; with an air of vehemence, and with a mixture of 
invective. : | 
Is it profitable to ourſelves *—Nothing leſs. It damps 
our love, and diminiſhes our comfort, It ſubjects us 
to that fear, which hath torment ; and diſqualifies us 
for that obedience, which is filial. In a word, this 
diſtruſtful and unbelieving temper weakens 2 prin- 
ciple of piety, and impoveriſhes the whole ſoul.— 
Whence come ſpiritual oſcitancy and remiſſneſs? whence 
proceed ſterility and unfruitfulneſs in the knowledge 
of CHRIST? St Peter aſcribes them all to an habi- 
tual unbelief. Such perſons, he ſays, have forgotten 
that they were purged from their former fins *.—In the 
regenerate, where it remains, it is very detrimental j 
for they that will not believe, ſhall not be eſtabliſhed f. 
In the unregenerate, where it prevails, it is abſolutely 
deſtructive ; and though it may not kill like an apo- 
plexy, it waſtes like a conſumption. They could not en- 
ter in, becauſe of unbelief j, ; 
Let us then, my dear friend, caſt away this fin, 
which % 45 beſets us both. It clogs our feet; it 
hampers all our powers; and hinders us from running, 
with alacrity and ſpeed, the race that is ſet before us — 
What ſays David? GOD hath ſpoken iu his holineſs || ; 
hath made an expreſs and inviolable promiſe, that I 
ſhall be ruler of his people 1/rael. I will rejoice there- 
fore ; away with every alarming apprehenſion ; I will 
even exult and triumph. Nay more; I will divide 
Shechem, and mete out the valley of Succoth ; I will look 
upon the whole land as my own, I will divide it, 
and diſpoſe of it, juſt as if it was already in my poſ- 
ſeſſion Why ſhould not you and I alſo ſay? GOD 
hath ſpoken in his holineſs ; hath expreſsly and 851 
declared, The promiſe of an all- ſufficient 8 A VIO U! 
is to you. We will rejoice therefore ; confiding in this 
moſt faithful word, we will bid adieu to all diſquieting 
fears, and make our boaſt of this glorious R E- 
DEEMER. Yes; notwithſtanding all our unwor- 
thineſs, CHRIST and his atonement, CHRIST 
and his righteouſneſs, are ours. GOD hath paſted 
his word; and, amidſt all our temptations, his word 
is our anchor; its hold is firm, and its ground im- 
moveable }. | 


Ther. I have heard ſome people diſtinguiſh between 
the faith of reliance, and the faith of aſſurance ; be- 
tween the reflex and the direct act of faith. Methinks, 
I approve theſe ſentiments, though I diſlike the terms. 


The ſentiments are happily adapted to the relief of 
human infirmity ; 


though the terms are rather too 
abſtruſe for ordinary capacities to underſtand. 

Aſp. 1 cannot ſay, that I am very fond, either of 
the one, or of the other, In my opinion, they both 
partake too much of the ſubtilty of the ſchools ; and 


and gentle; yet, when ſeverity was neceſſary and whole- 


ſome, he knew how to be ſevere. Our all-wjſe PHYSICIAN 


could apply the cauſtic, as well as adminiſter the cordial. 
* 2 Pet. i. 8, 9. + If. vii, 9. t Heb, ili. 19, 
} Pal. Ix. 6. 
+ This very important doQrine is more copiouſly diſplayed, 


in ſome ſermons of Mr Ebenezer Erſtine's on the aſſurance of 


faith, vol. III. p. 201, *—Was I to read, in order to refine m 
taſte, or improve my ſtyle; I would prefer me Atterbury's 
ſermons, Dr Bates's works, or Mr Seed's diſcourſes. But was I 
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are more likely to create perplexity, than to IP 

ſter godly edifying. For which Nate, bouts cht 
to drop the difficult phraſes, and not to dwell on __ 
nice diſtinctions. Yet, if we muſt not diſmiſs the L 
without ſome notice, I would juſt remark, —. * 

That the faith of reliance, in its true ſcriptural 
ſenſe, includes or preſuppoſes à degree of aſſurance.— 
Includes ; for what 3s reliance, hut a repoſe of th, 
mind, which 1s attended with tranquillity, and =p 
cludes perturbation? How can this take place, if 
there be no ſort of conviction, that the LORD js 
light and my ſalvation ? A reſuppeſes ; for who woull 
rely on a ſatisfaction made, without being perſuaded, 
that the fatisfaction 1s for him and his iniquitics! 
Reliance, ſeparated from this perſuaſion, ſcems to be 
neither comfortable, nor reaſonable. 

As to thoſe who inſiſt upon what they call the reflex 
aft of faith; ſure, they miſtake the nature of the 
thing. This, it 1 underitand them aright, is their way 
of arguing; „I am a new creature; I love the 
« LORD FESUS in ſincerity ; I have the fruits 
« of the SPIRIT. From whence it is plain, that 
« CHRIST and his falvation are mine.” Now, ig 
all this procedure, I cannot diſcern the leaſt footſtey 
of faith; no not the lealt trace of receiving à teſti. 
monty, or relying upon a SAVIOUR. Here is no- 
thing more than a logical deduction of one propoſi. 
tion from another; a concluſion drawn from given pre- 


miſes. Grant the latter, and any perſon, without any 
aid from the SPIRIT, will inter the former, 1; 


may, therefore, more properly be reckoned an act of 
3 than of belicving; it is founded on what 
we ourſelves fcel, not upon the record of a faithful 
GOD; and it is ſtyled, by judicious writers, the 
aſſurance of /en/e rather than of faith, 

When, in conformity to the aforementioned opinion, 
we are adviſed to prove our title to comfort, by ge- 
nuine marks of converſion; and taught on this co- 
lumn to fix the capital of aſſurance; I would rather 
propoſe a queſtion, than advance objections. — Is not 
this ſomewhat like placing the dome of a cathedial 
upon the ſtalk of a tulip ? 

Ther. No, ſay they; it was the practice of the a- 
poſtle himſelf ; and he has left it upon record, as a 
pattern for all poſterity to copy. Me know that we are 
paſſed from death unto life, becauſe we love the brethren, 

Aſp. Obſerve, Theron, the proceſs of the apoſile's 
reaſoning. It is like the form of an inverted cone; 
where you have firſt the point, and from thence pro- 
ceed to the baſe. So the ſacred writer hegins with the 
leſs, and aſcends to the greater proof. He ſays, in 
one of the following verſes ; Hereby perceive we the love 
4 GOD *, becauſe he laid down his life, not merely 

or ſinners, but for us in particular. — Here, you ſee, 
is aflurance by the direct act of faith. From this truth 
believed, from this bleſſing received, the love of the 
brethren takes its riſe. hich may very juſtly be 
admitted as an evidence, that our faith is real, and 
our aſſurance no deluſion. As yonder leaves may 
ſerve to diſtinguiſh the particular ſpecies, and aſcer- 
tain the healthy ſtate of the trees on which they grow, 

When your tenants bring in their rent, this afords 
no contemptible evidence, that the lands which they 
reſpectively occupy, are yours. But this is a pr 


* 1 John iii. 16. The word GOD is not in the original. It 


was omitted by the apoſtle, juſt as the particular name is o- 
mitted by Mary, when ſhe ſpeaks to the gardener ; Sir, 
if thou haſt berne him bence;—and by the 3 when the ad- 
dreſſes the ſacred object of her affeQtion ; Let him ki/s me with 
the kiſſes of his mouth: John xx, 15. Cantic. i. 1. In all which 


to read, with a ſingle view to the edification of my heart, in true aces, there is a language, a very empharical language, even 
faith, ſolid comfort, and evangelical holineſs; I would have the ſilence. It declares, how deeply the heart was penera- 
recourſe to Mr Erſtine, and take his volumes for my guide, my ted, how totally the thoughts were poſſeſſed, by the beloved 
companion, and my own familiar friend, and illuſtrious ubject. It 2 alſp the ſuperlative digniij 
» This refers to a ſelect collection of Meſf. Ebenezer and Ralph and amiableneſs of the perſon meant: as though he, and be 
T-flines ſermons publiſhed at London, in three volumes Octavo. The alone, either was or deſerved to be known and admired by al. 
mons on the aſſurance of faith are to be found in the firſt volume of For which reaſon, to mention his name, or diſplay his excc!- 
Mr aas, A Hase ſermons printsd at Edinburgh in 1761. lencies, ſeemed as needle/s, as to thew light to the opened eye. 
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" not occur, every day or every week ; it 
which does only, and of the ſubordinate kind.— The 
js *; demonſtration, that which is always at hand, 
g 4 always forcible, is your poſſeſſion of the deeds of 
_ evance. Thus, the promiſe of G OD in his di- 
om Lord is our charter, or the authentic convey- 
oo of our right to pardon and ſalvation. Make 
* ſame difference between this promiſe and your 
5 holineſs, as you make between the writings of 
5 eſtate and the receival of the revenues; you wall 
— judge aright, becauſe your judgment will coin- 
cide with the apoſtle's. gs 9097 ITO 

Beſides, this method of ſecking peace and aſſurance; 
1 fear, will perplex the ſimple - minded; and cheriſh, 
rather than ſuppreſs, the fluctuations of doubt. For, 
jet the marks be what you pleaſe, a love of the bre- 
thren or 2 love of all righteouſneſs, a change of heart 
or an alteration of life; theſe good qualitications are 
ſonietimes like the ſtars at noon-day, not eaſily, if at 
all, diſcernable ; or elſe ay are like a glow-worm in 
the night, glimmering, rather than ſhining; conſe- 
quently will yield, at the beſt, but a feeble, at the 
worſt, a very precarious evidence. —If, in ſuch a man- 
ner, we ſhould acquire ſome little aſſurance, how ſoon 
may it be unſettled by the incurſions of daily temp- 
tation, or ago N by the inſurrection of remain- 
ing ſin! At ſuch a juncture, how will it Keep its 
ſtanding! how retain its being! It will fare like a 
tottering wall, before the tempeſt ; or be as the ruſh 
without mire, and the flag without water *. | 

Inſtead therefore of poring on our own hearts, to 
diſcover, by inherent qualities, our intereſt in CHRIST, 
| ſhould rather renew my application to the free and 
faithful promiſe of the LORD; aflert and maintain 
my title, on this unalterable ground. —< Pardon is 
mine, I would fay e is mine, CHRIST and 
« all his ſpiritual bleſſings are mine. Why ? becauſe 
] am conſcious of ſandifyin operations in my own 
« breaſt? Rather becauſe GD hath ſpoken in his 
« holineſs ; becauſe all theſe precious privileges are 
« conſigned over to me in the everlaſting goſpel, with 
« a clearneſe unqueſtionable as the truth, with 2 cer- 
« fainty inviolable as the oath of GO D.“ 
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carthly pilgrimage, will be brightened up into immor« 
tal glory in the heavens. 


Here they went in; and, after a ſlight refreſhment; | 


took coach. — As they were returning home, Theron 
obſerved, not without concern, the changed and me- 
lancholy aſpect of things, in the territories of the 
huſbandman. The fields of corn, which, a little while 


ago, were 2 erect, or ſoftly inclining to the 
breeze, lay ſu 


Such, added Aſpaſie, ſuch J apprehend will be our 


faith, if it aſpires not after aſſurance, or if its aſſurance 


is erected on any endowments of our own. 8 

Ther. If this is the caſe, what can be the reaſon, 
why ſo many people are totally deſtitute of all reli- 
gious aſſurance? have no notion of it, much leſs aſpire 
after it ? and as to full aſſurance, they would be much 
turpriſed, perhaps highly diſguſted, at the very men- 
tion of ſuch a doctrine? _ | 
Af. If people never aſpire after the aſſurance of 
faith, or an appropriating intereſt in CHRIST, I very 


much queſtion, whether they are truly awakened, or 


really in earneſt. They are like the men of Ephraim, 
whom the prophet ſtyles a cake not turned * ; neither 
bread, nor yet dough ; neither abſolute reprobates, 
nor real ſaints. Or, as our L ORD explains the pro- 
verb, in his charge againſt the church of Laodicea, 
they are neither hot nor cold + ; not frozen in inſenſibi- 
lity, *tis true; at the ſame time, not fervent in f irit; 
but indifferent and lukewarm in the concerns of reli- 
gion. — As to a full aſſurance, or the higheſt degree of 
this grace, was I to declare myſelf more explicitly up- 
on this point, it ſhould be in the calm and moderate 
words of a judicious divine; © I do not affirm, that, 
„ without a full afſurance, there is no faith. But this 
* maintain, that where-ever the latter exiſts, there 
vill be a ſincere purſuit of the former.“ 


Among the reafons why ſo few perſons attain this 


eminent bleſſing, we may reckon the following. 
They underſtand not the perfect freeneſs of grace, nor 


the :mmenſe merits of CHRIST.—They never conſider - 


the unſpeakable value of an aſſured faith; neither are 


they aware, that it is intended for the enjoyment of 


Caſt your eye into yonder meadow. Take notice inner. — Either they ſeek it not at all; or elſe they 


of that induſtrious f/herman ; how intent he is upon 


the purſuit of his buſineſs. He has juſt thrown his 


net, and taken a conſiderable booty. You do not ſee 
him ſpending his time in idle triumphs, on account of 
his ſucceſs. He does not ſtand to meaſure the dimen- 
ſions of the fiſh, or compute the value of his prize. 
But having, without delay, ſecured the captives ; he 
prepares for another caſt, and hopes for another draught, 
So let us, inſtead of exulting in any paſt acquiſi- 
tions, ſeek afreſh to the jnexhauitible fulueſs of our 
SAVIOUR, for renewed communications, If we 
have been bleſſed with any taſte of his goodneſs, 
or any tokens of his love, let us not too fondly dote 
upon the ſweetneſs of ſuch experiences. Let us not 
make them the foundation of our confidence, but on- 
ly ſo many encouragements to perſevere and advance 
in believing : that, having life and having peace from 
our divine HEAD, wemay have them more abundantly f. 
Then will be fulfilled the ſaying which is written; 
The juſt, the righteous in 7E SUS CHRIST — ſhall 
live, ſhall not only be delivered from condemnation 
and death, hut ſhall thrive in comfort, and flouriſh in 
holineſs :—How ? by reflefting on their ſanctiſication, 
or viewing their own attainments? No; but by the 


infinitely more encouraging views of their complete- 


ted, a never- 


LY ONE of 


This, I verily think, nay this, the apoſtle teſtifies, is 
the moſt efaetu.t way of Redjag that lamp, and quick- 


neſs in CHRIST, and by afreſh, a 
ceaſing exerciſe of faith 4 on that H 


ening that flame; which, having cheared us in our 


* Job viii. 11. + John x. 10. t Rom. i. „ 


ſeek it, where it is not to be found; from ſome works 
of righteouſneſs in themſelves, rather than from the 
gracious promiſe of GOD in his word: which is al- 
together as ill judged, and as ſure to iſſue in diſap- 
pointment, as if a perſon ſhould go in queſt of ice a- 
midſt the torrid zone, or expect to find ſpicy iſlands 
under the northern pole. 

But whether people conſider it or no, the value of 
an aſſured faith is indeed unſpeakable. When this is 
wrought in the heart, peace will ſtand firm, and af- 
flictions drop their ſting. Prayer will return laden 
with treaſures, and death will approach ſtripped of 
its terrors. The ſoul will be as @ watered garden, 
and all her g bloſſom as à roſe-—When this is 


wrought in the heart, the gofpel of CHRIST will 


appear with new charms, and operate with new ener- 
gy. Its hymns will no longer be a 3 language 
to your ear, nor its privileges as forbidden fruit to 
your palate, You will then, as you peruſe each ſa- 


cred page, feel it to be the power of G O D, and taſte 


that the LORD 1s gracious f. You will reap a be- 
nefit, and enjoy a delight, as much ſuperior to thoſe 
of the doubting reader, as the pleaſure of eating this 


delicious peach is ſuperior to the mere deſcription of 
its agreeable real. 


Bear with me a moment longer, Theron. For you 
can hardly imagine, what an improvement and exal- 
tation this will give to ev | 
the riſe of kin 
you recollect the many great and aſtoniſhing events 

Hof. vii. 8. f Rev. iti, 15. f Pet. n. 3. 


nk and flatted under the r rains. 


ery truth you contemplate, 
and every object you behold When you contemplate 
n and the fall of empires; when 
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recorded in the hiſtory of nations; how highly de- 
lightful muſt it be to ſay, “ All theſe paſſed under the 
fuperintendency of that hand, which was pierced 
„ with the bloody nail, and faſtened to the curſed 
& croſs ſor me! — When you behold the magniſicence 
of creation, and the richneſs of its furniture; the 
grandeur of nature, and the variety of her works; 
what a heightened pleaſure mult they all impart, it, 
as you view the glorious ſcene, your thoughts make 
anſwer to your eyes; © All theſe were brought into 
« exiſtence by that adorable PERSON, who ſuſ- 
« tained my guilt, and wrought out my juſtifying 
* richteouſne ** 

O! that we may poſſeſs this precious faith * / that 
it may niger inceſſantly, grow exceedingly f! till it be 
rooted, like thoſe full-grown oaks, under which we 
lately walked ! and grounded f, like that well-built e- 
difice, which is {till in our view ! 

Ther. L join with my Aſpaſio in this with ; and muſt 
beg of him to inform me, how I may attain fo deſira- 
ble a bleſling. 

| Aſp. You have entirely cured me, Theron, of ma- 
king apologies : would to G O D I might be as ſucceſs- 
fully inſtrumental in delivering my friend from his 
doubts! that the goſpel might come to us, as it came 
to the Theſſalonians, not in word only, but in power, and 
inthe HOLY G HOST, and in much afſurance || ! 

" Prayer is the firſt expedient. Every good gift is 
tom above, and cometh down from the FATHER 
of lights. CHRIST is not only the object, but the 
author and finiſher of our faith. LORD, increaſe 
our faith, was the requeſt of the diſciples, and ſhould 
he the prevailing language of our hearts. 

Lay up many of the divine promzſes in your memo- 
ry. Stock that noble cabinet with this invaluable trea- 
ſure. Faith cometh by m—_ 4, by meditating on, by 
praying over, this word o 
And never, never forget the freene/s, with which 
the promiſe is made, and its good things are beſtowed. 
You are to receive the one, and apply the other, not 


® 2 Pet. i. 1. + 2 Theſſ. i. 3. 


I Rooted and gounded, trap xa ribeurapnts. Theſe are the 
apoſtle's beautiful ideas, or rather expreſſive ſimilitudes, each 
comprehended in a fingle word, Eph. iti. 18. ||'1 Theſſ. i. 5. 

4 Nom. x. 17. On which account the ſcriptures are ſtyled, 
the words of faith, 1 Tim. iv. ö. | 


A N D 


life, and word of grace. 


k.38 A $10 


with a fall, but with an empty hand ; not as A ri 
teous perſon, but as an unworthy creature. 

Male the trial. Exerciſe 
cret of true godlineſs. L am ſatisſied, it will be 
tive of the moſt beneficial effets.—Look un 
SUS as dying in your ſtead, and purchaſing both grace 
and glory for your enjoyment. Come unto GO 1 
as a poor finner, yet with a confident dependence; cx. 


pecting all ſpiritual bleſſings, through H 1M t 
ved you, and gave himſelf for you Ie that belle +4 


evet h, 


with this appropriating faith, Hall not be confounded * 
nor fruſtrated in his expectations. He that believe, 
with this 1 faith, Hall have the witneſs in 
himſelf 4. Nothing will bring in ſuch light and peace 
ſuch holineſs and happineſs to his foul.—The Epbek. 
ans, thus believing, were ſealed with that hay SPIRIT 
of promiſe 1. The diſperſed of 7/rael, thus believin 
refsiced with joy unſpeakable ||. Thoſe were marked ;,; 
as rightful heirs, theſe were bleſſed with ſome delight. 
ful foretaſtes, and both were prepared for the complete 
fruition, of life and immortality. O! that we may 
be followers of their example, and ſharers of their felicity ! 
As for thoſe doubts, which have given you ſo much 
perplexity, and coſt us ſo long a diſquiſition, look up- 
on them as ſome of your greateſt enemies. Oppoſe 
them, with all the reſolution and all the vigour of 
your mind.,—Nay, look upon thoſe unreaſonable 
doubts, as ſome of your greateſt fins. Confeſs them, 
with the deepeſt ſhame; and pray againſt them, wit), 
the utmoſt ardour.— With equal aſſiduity and zeal, 
let us preſs after a ſtedfaſt, an immoveable, a trium- 
phant faith.—Faith is the vehicle and the inſtrument 
of every good; All things are poſſible to him that belie- 
veth 4. — Faith is the immediate and grand end of the 
whole goſpel ; Theſe things are written, that ye might 
believe ++,—Let us therefore covet, earneſtly let us co- 


vet this beſt of gifts, and ſew all diligence to the ruii 
ASSURANCE of hope =, 


* 1 Pet. ii. 6. + 1 Johnv. 10. 

+ Eph. i. 13. Tuswoavls tegpæ ſio bolt, not after that ye believed, 
ye were ſealed ; but believing ye were ſealed, In the way of 
believing, ye became partakers of this ſealing and ſancti- 
fying SPIRIT. Conformably to the expoſtulation of the a- 
poſtle on another occaſion, Received ye the SPIRIT by the 
works of the law, or by the hearing of faith ? 

| 1 Pet. i. 8. | + Mark ix. 23. 
++ John xx. 31. = Heb. vii. 11. 


Shi 
yourſelf in this great ſe. 


produc. 
to F Z. 
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H E next morning, Theron ordered a cold colla- 

f + tion to be prepared, and his pleaſure-boat to hold 
itlelf in readineſs. —Breakfaſt being diſpatched, and 
ſome neceſſary orders relating to the family given: 
Now, ſays he to Aſpaſio, let me fulfil my promiſe; or 
rather let ns execute our mutual engagement ; and 
conſign the remainder of this mild — — day 
to a rural excurfion. | 
"We will take our route along one of the fine/# roads 
inthe world: A road incomparably more curious and 
durable, than the famous cauſeys raiſed by thoſe puiſ- 
ſant hands which conquered the globe: A road which 
has ſubſiſted from the beginning of time; and, though 
frequented by innumerable carriages, laden with the 


heavieſt | burdens, has never been gulled, never wanted 


repair, to this very hour.—Upon this, they ſtep into 


the chariot, and are conveyed to a large nav gable ri- 


i 
ver, about three quarters of a mile diſtant from the 
hhouſe.— Here they launch upon a new element, at- 


the oar, and managing the nets. 


Is this the road, replied A/pa/io, on which my friend 
beſtows his panegyric ? It is indeed more curious in its 


Nructure, and more durable in its ſubſtance, than the is probable, above 1600 years ago, 
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celebrated Roman cauſeys: though I muſt aſſure you, 
the latter have a very diſtinguiſhed ſhare of my eſteem, 
I admire them far beyond Trajar's pillar, or Caracal- 
la's baths; far beyond the idle pomp of the Panthe- 
on, or the worſe than idle magnificence of the ampbi- 
theatre. They do the trueſt honour to the empire; 
becauſe, while they were the glory of Rome, they 
were a general * and not only a monument of 
her grandeur, but a benefit to mankind. 

But more than all theſe works, I admire that excel- 
lent and divinely-gracious purpoſe, to which Provi- 
dence- made the empire itſelf ſubſervient. It was z 
kind of road or cauſey for the everlaſting goſpel, and 
afforded the word of life a free paſſage to the very 
ends of the earth. The evangelical dove mounted 
the wings of the Roman eagle; and flew, with ſur- 


* Theſe roads ran through all Italy, and ſtretched them- 


| ſelves into the territories of France. They were carried acroſs 
tended by two or three ſervants, expert at handling 


the Alps, the Pyrenean mountains, and through. the whole 
kingdom of Spain. Some of them, towards the ſouth, reach- 
ed even to Athiopia; and ſome of them, towards the north, 
extended as far as Scotland. The remains of ſeveral of them 
continue in England to this day; though they were made, it 


TIP dition, through all nations. Who would 
1 that inſatiable ambition and the molt 
— wars ſhould be paving a way for the PRIN CE 

f humility and peace ? How remote from all human 
: rehenſion was ſuch a deſign ; and how contrary to 
= natural reſult of things was ſuch an event! Moſt 
"emarkably therefore was that obſervation of the pſal- 
miſt verified ; His ways are in the ſea, and his paths in 
the great waters, and his foot/teps are not known &. 

Converſing on ſuch agreeable ſubjects, they were 
carried, by the ſtream, through no leſs agreeable 
ſrencs. They paſs by hills clothed with hanging 
woods, and woods arrayed in varying green. Here, 
cluded from a fight of the outſtretched plains, they 
are entertained with a group of unſubſtantial images, 
and the wonders of a mimic creation. — Another ſun 
ines, but ſtript of his blazing. beams, in the watery 
concave : while clouds fail along the downward ſkies, 
and ſometimes diſcloſe, ſometimes draw a veil over, 
the radiant orb. Trees, with their inverted tops, ei- 
ther llouriſh in the fair ſerene below ; or elſe paint, 
with a pleaſing deluſion, the pellucid flood. Even the 
mountains are there, but in a headlong poſture ; and, 
notwithſtanding their prodigious bulk, they quiver in 
this floating mirror, like the poplar-leaves which adorn 
their ſides. ; 

goon as the boat advances, and diſturbs the placid 
ſurtace; the waves, puſhed haſtily to the bank, bear 
off, in broken fragments, the liquid landſcape. The 
ſpreading circles ſeemed to propheſy, as they rolled; 
and pronounced the pleaſures of this preſent ſtate,.— 
the pomp of power, the charm of beauty, and the 
echo of fame pronounced them tranſient, as their 
ſpeedy paſſage ; empty, as their unreal freight. Seem- 
ed to propheſy? It was more. Imagination heard them 
utter, as they ran, 

Thus paſs the ſhadowy ſcenes of life away! 

Emerging from this fluid alley, they dart amidſt the 
level of a ſpacious meadow. The eye, lately immured, 
though in pleaſurable confinement, now expands her 
delighted view, into a ſpace almoſt boundleſs, and 
ami objects little ſhort of innumerable. Tranſport- 


ed for a while, at the numberleſs variety of beauteous 


images, poured in ſweet confuſion all around, ſhe 
hardly knows where to fix, or which to purſue. Re- 
covering, at length, from the pleaſing perplexity, 
ſhe glances, quick and inſtantaneous, acroſs all the 
intermediate plain, and marks the diſtant mountains: 
how cliffs climb over cliffs, till the huge ridges gain 
upon the ſky ; how their diminiſhed tops are dreſſed 
in blue, or wrapped in clouds; while all their leafy 
ſtructures, and all their fleecy tenants, are loſt in air. 

Soon the quits theſe aereal ſummits, and ranges the 
rulſet heath : here ſhagged with brakes, or tufted with 
ruſhes; there interſperſed with ſtragghng thickets, 
or ſolitary trees; which ſeem, like diſaffected partiſans, 
to ſhun each other's ſhade.—A /prre, placed in a re- 
mote valley, peeps over the hills. Sex/e is ſurpriſed 
at the amufive appearance; is ready to ſuſpect, that 
the column riſes, like ſome inchanted edifice, from 
the rifted earth. But reaſon looks upon it, as the 
earneſt of a hidden vale, and the ſure indication of an 
adjacent town; performing, in this reſpect, much 
the ſame oſlice to the eye, as faith executes with re- 
25 to the ſoul, when it is the evidence of things not 

cen f. 

Next, ſhe roves, with increafing pleaſure, over 
ſpacious tracts of fertile glebe, and cultured feelds ; 
where cattle, of every graceful form, and every va- 
ble quality, crop the tender herb, or drink the cry- 
ſtal rills.—Anon, the dwells with the utmoſt compla- 
cency, on towns of opulence and fplendor ; which 
ſpread the ſacred dome, and lift the focial roof ; Towns, 
no longer ſurrounded with the ſtern forbidding ma- 

* Pſal. Ixxvii. 
ene. 


4 Heb. xi. 1. 
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jeſty of unpaſſable intrenchments, and impregnable 
ramparts ; but encircled with the delicate, the invi- 
ting appendages of gardens and orchards : thoſe, deck- 
ed with all the ſoft graces of art and elegance ; theſe, 
bluſhing and n Ne with the more ſubſtantial trea- 
ſures of fruitful nature. — Wreaths of aſcending 
ſmoke, intermingled with turrets and lofty pinnacles, 
ſeem to contend which ſhall get farthe/t from the 
earth, and neareſt to the ſkies. Happy for the inha- 
bitants! if ſuch was the habitual tendency of their 
delires *; if no other contention was known in their 
ſtreets. : 

Villas, elegint and magnificent, ſeated in the cen- 
tre of an ample park, or removed to the extremit 
of a lengthened lawn ; not far from a beautiful reſer- 
voir of ſtanding waters, or the more ſalutary lapſe of 
a limpid ſtream. Villages, clad in homely thatch, and 
lodged in the boſom of cluſtering trees. Ruſlics, ſing- 
ing at their works ; ſhepherds, tuning their pipes, as 
they tend their flocks ; travellers, purſuing each his 
reſpective 1 in eaſy and joyous ſecurity. | 

How plealing, ſaid A/ ai, is our ſituation ! How 
delightful is the aſpect of all things! One would al- 
molt imagine, that _ could exceed it, and that 
nothing can increaſe it. Yet there is a method of in- 
creafing even this copious delight, and of heightening 
even this exquilite pleaſure, — Let me delke my 
friend, anſwered Theron, to explain his remark ; and 
not only to explain, but to exemplify.—If we view, 
reſumed Aſpaſio, our own proſperets, and compare it 
with the Hicted condition of others, the method 1 
propoſe, will be reduced to practice. Such a dark 
and mouraful contraſt muſt throw additional bright- 
neſs, even upon the brighteſt ſcene. 

Above, the ſkies ſmile with ſerenity ; below, the 
ſiclds look gay wich plenty; all around, the ſportive 
gales, 

Fanning their odoriferous wings, diſpenſe 
Native perfumes ; and whiſper, whence they ſtole 
T hoſe balmy ſpoils f. 


With us all circumſtances are as eaſy, as the waf- 
ture of the boat; as /mooth, as the flow of the ſtream. 
— But let us not forget thoſe grievous calamities, 
which befal our brethren, in ſome remote tracts of the 
earth, or diſtant parts of the ocean. How many ſai- 
lors are ſtruggling, vainly ſtrug ling, with all the 
fury of rending winds, and daſhing waves! while 
their veſſel, flung to and fro, by tempeſtuous billows, is 


* This compariſon, I think, cannot appear vulgar to thoſe 
perſons, who have read, and who reverence, the book of Can- 
ticles. There, the church, aſcending continually in devout 
affections, to her beloved JESUS, and to her heavenly 
home, is characterized by this very ſimilitude: Ha is this that 
cometh out of the wilderneſs like pillars of ſmoke ? Cant. iii, 6. 
— Though it muſt be confeſſed, that this fimilitude, like many 
of the illuſtrations uſed in ſcripture, might have a ſort of local 
propriety ; peculiar to the people of that age, country, and 
religion. It might probably refer to thoſe columns of ſmoke, 
which aroſe from the burnt-offering, or fumed from the altar 
of incenſe, If ſo, this circumſtance muſt give a ſolemni 
and dignity to the idea, of which many readers are not at 
aware, and which indeed no modern reader can fully conceive. 

May I take leave to mention another compariſon of this 
kind ? The enemies of the LORD ſtall conſume as the fat of 
lambs ; yea, even as the ſmoke ſhall they corifume away, Pſal, 
Xxxvii. 20.—. i the fat of lambs, is not to us a ſtriking repre- 
ſentation. But to thoſe who attended the altar, who ſaw the 
unctueus and moſt combuſtible parts of the victun blazing in 
the ſacred fire, it preſented a wy lively image : which was 
ſtill more appoſite and fignificant, if this gſalm was ſung, while 
the ſacrifice was burning.—None, I believe, in ſuch a caſe, 


could forbear either obſerving or admiring the beautiful gra- 
dation: They ſhall periſh as yonder fat, which is ſo eaſil 
&« ſet on fire; and, when once in a flame, is fo ſpeedily co 

« ſumed. Nay, they ſhall be as the ſmoke, which is ſtill more 
te tranſient : whoſe light unſubſtantial wreaths but juſt make 
their appearance to the eye; and, in a moment, vaniſh M- 


+7 


„to empty air,” t M. ron, book IV. 


4 


C 


350 


mounted into the clouds, or plunged in the abyſs. 
Poſlibly, the miſerable crew hear their knell ſounded 
in the ſhattered maſt, and ſee deſtruction entering at 
the burſting planks. Perhaps, this very moment, 
they pour the laſt, diſmal, dying ſlirick; and ſink, 
irrecoverably ſink, in the all-overwhelming ſurge. — 
The traveller, in Africa's barren waſtes, pale even 
amidſt thoſe glowing regions, pale with prodigious 
conſternation, ſees adden and ſurpriſing mountains 
riſe; ſees the ſultry deſert, aſcending the ſky, and 
ſweeping before the whirlwind. What can he do? 
whither fly? how eſcape the approaching ruin? Alas! 
while he attempts to rally his thoughts, attempts to 
deviſe ſome feeble expedicnt, he is overtaken by the 
choking ſtorm, and ſuffocated amidſt the ſandy inunda- 
tion. Ihe driving heaps are, now, his executioner ; 
as the drifted heaps will, ſoon, be his tomb. 
While we polleſs the valuable privileges, and taſte 
the delicious ſweets of /iberty, how many partakers of 
our common nature are condemned to perpetual exile, * 
or chained to the oar fer life! How many are immu— 
red in the gloom of dungeons, or buried in the caverns 
of the mines, never to behold the all-enlivening ſun 
again - While reſpect waits upon our perſons, and re- 
putation attends our characters; are there not ſome 
unhappy creatures, led forth by the hand of vindictive 
juſtice, to be ſpectacles of horror, and monuments of 
vengeance? ſentenced, for their enormous crimes, to 
be broke limb by limb on the wheel, or to be im- 
paled alive on the lingering ſtake. To theſe, the ſtran- 
ling cord, or the deadly ſtab, would be a moſt welcome 
2 But they mult feel a thouſand deaths, in un- 
dergoing one. And this, too probably, 1s but the be- 
ginning of their ſorrows ; will only conſign them over 
to infinitely more terrible torment. | 
While eaſe and pleaſure, in ſweet conjunction, fmooth 
our paths, and ſoften our couch; how many are toſſ- 
ing on the fever's fiery bed, or toiling along afflic- 
tion's thorny road! Some under the excruciating, but 
neceſſary operations of ſurgery : their bodies ripped 
open, with a dreadful inciſion, to ſearch for the tortu- 
ring ſtone; or their limbs lopt off by the bloody Knife, 
to prevent the mortification's fatal ſpread. Some ema- 


ciated by pining ſickneſs, are deprived of all their ani- 


mal vigour ; and transformed into ſpectres, even be- 
Fore their diſſolution &. Theſe are ready to adopt the 
complaint of the p/almiſt; I am withered like graſs ; 
my bones are burnt up, as it were a firebrand ; Igo hence 
like the ſhadow that departeth. While health, that 
ſtaple bleſſing ; which gives every other entertainment 
its flavour and its beauty; adds the gloſs to all we ſee, 
and the goit to all we taſte ; health plays at our 
hearts; dances in our ſpirits; and mantles in our 
cheeks, as the generous champain lately ſparkled in 
our glaſs. 

We are bleſſed with a calm poſſeſſion of ourſelves ; 
with tranquillity in our conſciences, and an habitual 
harmony in our temper. Whereas many, in the dole- 
ful cells of lunacy, are gnaſhing their teeth or wring- 
ing their hands; rending the air with volleys of hor- 
md execrations, or burdening it with peals of diſcon- 
ſolate ſighs. And O! what multitudes, even amidſt 
courts and palaces, are held in ſplendid vaſſalage, by 
their own domineering paſſions, or the vanities of a 
bewitching world ! Far leſs innocently, far more de- 
plorably diſordered 4, than the fettered madman, they 
are gnawed by the envenomed tooth of envy; they are 


»A very little excurſion of thought will eaſily convince the 
reader, that there is no period of time, in which ſome of 
theſe calamities do not befal our fellow-creatures, in one part 
of the world or another. 1 

I Give me any plague, ſays an apocryphal writer, but the 
plague of the heart, Ecclus xxv. 13. Upon which judicious and 
weighty apophthegm, Maſiniſſa's ſpeech in Mr Thomſon's 
Sophoniſba, is a very pertinent and affecting paraphraſe. 


0! ſave me from the tumult of the foul ! 
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agitated by the wild ſallies of ambition ; or fect the 


malignant ulcer of jextouly, rankling in their breafi« 
In ſome, avarice, like a ravening harpy, gripes a * 
ſome, revenge, like an implacable fury, rages. Whir 
others are goaded by Jordly and imperious luſt 
through the loathſome ſewers of impure delight; 3 q 
left, at laſt, in thoſe hated and execrable dens 3 

remorſe rears her ſnaky creſt, and infamy ſharpens = 
hiſſing tongue. l 


— — 


— — 


— — 


Why this long pauſe ? replied Deren. Your obſer 
vations are as uſeful, as they are juſt. We ſhould al 
be acquainted, at leaſt in ſpeculation acquainted 
with grief; and ſend our thoughts, if not our 
feet, to viſit the abodes of ſorrow : — that, in this 
fchool, we may learn a ſympathiling pity for our 
diſtreſſed fellow. creatures; and fee, in this glaſs, our 
inexpreſſible obligations to the diſtinguiſhing md. 
neſs of Providence; which has crowned our table 
with abundance, and repleniſhed our. cup with deli. 
cacies; permitting neither penury to ſtint the draught 
nor adverſity to mingle her gall.— Go on, I muſt en. 
treat you, with your deſcription of comparative felicity, 
We have a large circuit {till to make, before we at. 
rive at our intended port. And I could wiſh, that 
your diſcourſe might keep pace with the current. 

Since you approve the ſubject, anſwered Aſpaſa, ! 
will purſue it a little farther.—We, the inhabitants. of 
this favoured ifle, breathe an air of the moſt apreead/; 
temperature, and moſt whole/ome qualities. But how 
many nations languiſh under brazen ſkies, vaulted as 
it were with fire? They welter amidſt thoſe furnaces 
of the ſun, till their © viſage is burnt, and black 28 2 
„% coal *.“ What is far more diſaſtrous, beds of ſul. 
phur and combuſtible materials lie in ſubterraneous 
ambuſh, ready to ſpring the irreſiſtible mine; ere long, 
—perhaps, on ſome day of univerſal feſtivity 4, or in 
ſome night of deep repoſe,—to be touched by heaven's 
avengi f hand. — Then with what outrageous vio- 
lence will they burſt ! rock the foundations of nature! 
wrench open the ponderous jaws of earth! and fwal- 
low up aſtoniſhed cities, in the dark, tremendous, 
cloling chaſm! _ | wt 

Theſe earthquakes, it may be, both precede and por- 
tend, the peſtilence that walketh in darkneſi, and the 
fickneſs that deſtroyeth at noon-day l. They are, ac 
once, a fearful omen, and a ruinous blow. The ſlag- 
nating atmoſphere, rank with malignant vapours, be- 
comes a ſource of deadly infection; or, replete with 
poiſonous animalcules, is one vaſt incumbent cloud 
of living bane, If the active gales ariſe, they ariſe 
only to ſtir the ſeeds of diſeaſe, and diffuſe the 


From the wild beaſt within For circling ſands, 
When the ſwift ubirluind whelms them o'er the lands x 
The roaring deeps, that to the clouds ariſe, 
While thwarting thick the mingled lightning flies ; 
The monſter-brood, to which this land gives birth, 
The blazing city, and the gaping earth ; 
All deaths, all tortures in one pang combin'd, 
Are gentle to the tempeſt of the mind. 

| * Lam. iv. 8. 

+ There is a remarkable paſſage in P/al. lviii. 9. which ſeems 
to denote ſome ſuch unexpected, but ſpeedy and inevitable doom. 
The ſenſe is darkened, not a little, by the verſion admitted in- 
to our liturgy. I believe, the true tranſlation may be ſeen in 
the following Italics, and the true meaning learned from the 
interwoven paraphraſe.—Speedily, or before your pots can per- 
ceive the warmth of blazing thorns, ſhall H E that ruleth over 
all, ſweep away the wicked: ſweep him away by a ſtroke of 
righteous indignation, as by a fierce and mighty tempeſt; fo that, 


even from the fulneſs of his ſufficiency, and the height of 


his proſperity, he ſhall be plunged into utter deſtruction.— 
The word , which is very unhappily rendered raw, ſignifics 
a ſtate of proſperity or pleaſurable enjoyment. 1 Sam. xxv. 6. 
he whole verſe, in a gradation of ſtriking images, gives us 
a moſt awful diſplay of divine vengeance: vengeance quite 
ſudden ; utterly irreſiſtible; and overtaking the ſecure finner, 
amidſt all the careſſes of, what the world calls, fortune. 
| + Pfal. xci. 6. | 
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etal contagion far and near. —Unbappy people! The 
+ that ſevere miniſter of divine indignation, fix- 
head-quarters in their blaſted provinces ; and 
death abroad, on his pale horſe , to empty 


ſends depopulate their towns, and croud their 


their houlcs, 
grades. 2 W | | 
Our iſland is ſeldom viſited with either of theſe dread- 
ful judgments 3 and has never ſuſtained any very con- 
ſiderable calamity from the former. However, let us 
not be preſumptuouily ſecure, We have, not long 
ago, reccived an awful warning. The rod has been 
ſſraken, or rather the ſword has been brandiſhed, over 
our territories. —Who can forget the general conſter- 
nation, which ſeized our metropolis, on occaſion of the 
lite earthquake? And not without reaſon. For, ot 
all divine viſitations, this is the molt terribly vindic- 
tive. The whirlwind is /ow in its progreſs ; war is 
„e in its aſſaults; even the raging peſtilence is a 
ni rebuke; compared with the inevitable, the all- 
werwhelming fury of an earthquake. When it begins, 
it alſo makes an ende; puts a period, in a few mi- 
utes, to the work of ages, ruins all, without dif- 
tinction; and there is no defence from the deſtructive 
ſtroke. | ; ; "0 
Should almighty vengeance ſtir up again thoſe fierce 
ſubterranean commotions; ſhould the moſt high 
GOD bid ſtrong convulſions tear the bowels of na- 
ture, and make the foundations of the world tremble 
like a leaf: what, O ye careleſs ones |, what will you 
do? whither will you fly ?—See! the pavement ſinks 
under your feet. Your houſes are tottering over your 
heads. The ground, on every ide, cracks and opens 
like a gaping grave; or heaves and (ſwells like a roll- 
ing ſea. 4 noiſe of craſhing || is heard from without, 
occaſioned by the Dun ſtreets, and falling ſtruc- 
tures. Thunders, infernal thunders 4, bellow from 
beneath; mingled with deſpairing ſhrieks, and dying 
groans from thoſe wretched creatures, who are jam- 
med between the cloling earth, or going down alive 
into the horrible pit ++. — Where now will you fly ? 


* Rev. vi. 8. + 1 Sam. iii. 12. 
t II. xxxii. 11, I Zeph. i. 10. 

4 Before the overthrow of Catania by an earthquake, a 
noiſe was heard, vaſt and horrid, as if all the artillery in the 
world was diſcharged at once. | 

+ Very memorable, and equally tremendous, is the account 
of the earthquake, that viſited Sicily, in the year 1693,—It 
ſhook the whole iſland. The miſchief it cauſed, is amazing. 
Fifty-four cities and towns, beſide an incredible number of vil- 
lages, were either demoliſhed, or greatly damaged. Catania, 
one of the moſt famous and flourithing cities in the kingdom, 
+ entirely deſtroyed. Of 18,914 inhabitants, 18,000 periſh- 
ed. | 

Another earthquake almoſt as dreadful, and in the ſame 
year, ſpread defolation through the colony of Jamaica. In 
two minutes time, it ſhook down, and laid under water, nine 
tenths of the town of Pert-Royal. In leſs than a minute, three 
quarters of the houſes, and the ground they ſtood on, toge- 
ther with the inhabitants, were quite ſunk ; and the little part 
left behind, was no better than heaps of rubbiſh.—The ſhake 
was ſo violent, that it threw people down upon their knees, 
or their faces, as they were running about for ſhelter. The 
ground heaved and ſwelled, like a rolling ſea; and ſeveral 
houſes, ſtill ſtanding, were ſhuffled ſome yards out of their 
places. The earth would crack and yawn ; would open and 
thut, quick and faſt. Of which horrid openings, two or three 
hundred might be ſeen at once. In ſome whereof, the people 
went down, and were ſeen no more. In ſome they deſcended, 
and roſe again in other ſtreets, or in the middle of the har- 
bour. Some ſwiftly cloſing, ſeized the miſerable creatures, and 
preſſed them to death; leaving their heads, or half their bodies 
above round, to be a ſpectacle of terror, and a prey to 
dogs. Gut of others would iſſue whole rivers of water, ſpouted 
to a great height in the air, and threatening a deluge to that 
part, which the earthquake ſpared.—Scarce a planting-houſe 
or ſugar-work was left ſtanding in all the iſland, Two thou- 
and lives were loſt, and a thouſand acres of land ſunk. The 
Whole was attended with frightful noiſes, with brimſtone blaſts, 
and offenſive ſmells. The noiſome vapours belched forth, 


coyld eſcape it, 
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To your ſtrong towers? They are ſhattered in pieces, 
—To the ſtronger rocks ? They are thrown out o 
their place. To the open fields? They are a fright- 
ful gulf, yawning to devour you. Where. ever you 
ily ; in the wildneſs of your diſtraction, where-ever 
you ſcek for ſhelter ; it thall be, as if a man fled from 
a lion, and a bear met him; or went into the houſe, and 
leaned his hand upon the wall, and a ſerpent bit him &. 
Yet there is one place of refuge, which will prove 
an inviolable ſanctuary, and a perfect ſecurity. I 
mean, the great, the gracious, the adorable RE- 
DEEMER's righteouſneſs. Hither let us betake our- 
ſelves. Now, before the day of deſolation cometh, 
let us betake ourſelves to this Hrong- bold. Then ſhall - 
we have no reaſon to fear, though the earth be moved, 
and though the hills be carried into the midſt of the 
ſea, For thus faith GOD, the omnipotent and 
faithful GOD; The ſun and the moon ſhall be darkened, 
and the ſtars ſhall withdraw their ſhining. The LORD 
alſo ſhall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Feru- 


falem. The heavens and the earth ſhall ſhake ; but the 


LORD FESUS CHRIST will be the hope of his 


people, and the ſtrength of the children of Iſrael f—Or, 


if the true bchever is involved in the ſame undiſtin- 
guiſhed ruin with the ungodly ; even this ſhall turn 
to his gain. It ſhall exempt him from the lingering 
pains, and the melancholy ſolemnities of a dying bed. 
Like Elijab's fiery chariot, it ſhall ſpeedily waft his 
ſoul to the boſom of his SAVIOUR. While the 
hideous cavern, that whelms his Body in the centre, 
ſhall be its chamber of reſt, till the beloved BRIDE- 
GROOM comes, and the day of reſurrection dawns. 

We lift up our eyes, and behold the radiant colours, 
which fluſh the forehead of the morning: we turn, 
and gaze upon the no leſs beautiful tinges, which im- 
purple the cheek of evening. We throw around our 
view, and are delighted with numberleſs forms of fer- 
tility, which both decorate and enrich our plains.— 
Whereas, other countries are over-run with immenſe 
ſwarms of * which intercept, where: ever they 
fly, the fair face of day; and deſtroy, where- ever 
they alight, the green treaſures of the ground. 

Ah! what avails it, that the laborious hind ſows his 
acres, or the ſkilful huſbandman prunes his vineyard? 
that ſpring, with her prolific moiſture, ſwells the bud; 


or, with her delicate pencil, paints the bloſſom ? Nor 


grain, nor fruit, can hope for maturity, while theſe 
rapacious and baleful creatures infeſt the neighbour- 
hood. ky ravage the gardens. They ſtrip the 
trees, and ſhave the meadows. Scarce a ſingle leaf 
remains on the —_— or ſo much as a ſingle ſtalk 
in the furrows. A fire devoureth before them, and be- 
hind them a flame burneth : the land is as the garden of 
Eden before them, and behind them a deſolate wilderneſs ; 
yea, and nothing can 4/cape them ]. 

Now, let the dreadful artillery roar from all its iron 
throats, and diſgorge the heavieſt glut of mortal hail. 
Now, ye ſons of {laughter, men /tilful to deſtroy ||, 
now hurl the ſulphureous 1 which kindle into a 
hurricane of fire, and burſt in ragged inſtruments of 


ruin. — To no purpoſe, The linked thunderbolts are 


corrupted the air, and brought on a general ſickneſs; which 
ſwept away more than three thouſand of thoſe who eſcaped 
the fury of the earthquake. See ChHAMB. Dic. on the word 
earthquake. | | 

Amos v. 19. + Joel iii. 15. 16. 

t A fire devoureth before them, and behind them a flame 
burneth, Joel ii. 3, This is one of thoſe bold and expreſſive 
metaphors, in which the Hebrew language delights, and by 
which it is eminently diſtinguiſhed. Ir ſignifies a total devaſta- 
tion of the vegetable produce ; ſuch as muſt enſue, if a raging 
and reſiſtleſs fire attended the progreſs of theſe pernicious ani- 
mals; burning with ſuch vehement impetuoſity, that none 
could quench it; ſpreading ſuch extenſive hav o ck, that nothing 
6 | Ezck. xxi. 31, 
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turned into ſtubble, tlie burſting bombs are accounted 
43 ſtraw. Theſe armics of the air laugh at all the for- 
midable preparations of War; and when they fall on 
the fword, they ſhall not be wounded *.— Surpriſing and 
awful deſtination of the everlaſting GOD! at once, 
to ſain the pride, and chaſtiſe the guilt of man! 
'Thetfe are a deſpicable and puny race; clad in no coat 
of mail, but cruſhed by the ſlighteſt touch. They 
wear neither ſword, nor ſcymitar, nor any offenſive 
weapon. Yet, in ſpite of oppoſing legions, they car- 
ry on their depredations, and pufh their conqueſts. 
Terror marches in their front, and famine brings up 
the rear. They ſpread univerſal devaſtation, as they 
advance; and frequently give the ſignal for the peſti- 
lence to follow. Potent armies loſe their hands, and 
haughty tyraats tremble for their domimons. 

O! that the natives of Great Britain would bethink 
themſclves | would break off their {ins by righteouſ- 
neſs, and their iniquities by ckeriſhing the influences 
of the divine SPIRIT! leſt this overfowing ſcourge t, 
under which ſome neighbouring kingdoms have fe- 
verely ſmarted, ſhould be commiflioncd to viſit our 
borders, and avenge the quarrel of its MAKER's 
honour. -— Diſtant as thoſe countleſs legions are, with 
interpoling ſeas between ; yet, it GOD lift up a ſtan- 
dard from far, or but hiſs f unto them from the ends 
of the carth, they come with ſpeed ſtoiſtly.— Who will 
convey this with to the ears, who will tranſmit it to 
the hearts of my countrymen? that our land may 
always appear, as it does at prefent, hke the darling 
of Providence; may always refound with the voice 
of joy, and be filled with the fruits of plenty; ma 
always wear the robe of beauty, and be adorned wit 
the ſmile of peace. | 


The prophet Jael, foretelling the plague of lerfts, gives, 
under the image of an embattled hyft, a moſt alarming diſplay 
of their terrible appearance; their impetuous progreſs ; the 
horrible dread they raiſe, as they advance; and the irreparable 
miſchief they leave, as they depart: adding, among other a- 
mazing circumſtances, When they fall upon the ſword, they 


hall nat be wounded. Which implies, I apprehend, that no 


method of laughter ſhould prove deſtructive to their troops; 
or, that every expedient, contrived for their ſuppreſſion, ſhould 
he utterly baffled: being, through their immenſe numbers, as 
invincible, as if every one was abſolutely invulnerable. For, 
though millions and millions ſhould periſh by the weapons of 
war; even ſuch a blow, in reference to their whole callective 
body, ſhould ſcarce be perceived as a loſs, ſcarce be felt as a 
wound; neither diminiſhing their ſtrength, nor retarding 
their march, Feel ji. 8. 

+ Overflewing ſcourge, Iſ. xxviii. 15. It is the property of 
a ſcourge to /b, of a river to overflow. The ſacred writer 


(by an elegant arne, which beautifies the original, but 


cannot be preſerved in the tranſtation) has connected theſe dif- 
ferent ideas and different effects. The vindictive viſitation, with 
which he threatens the diſobedient Fews, ſhall pierce deep as 
a ſcourge, and ſpread wide as an inundation. They ſhall feel 
it to their very ſonls ; and it ſhall involve the whole nation in 
raiſery, anguiſh, and ruin. 

There ſeems to be ſuch a form of expreſſion in the ſervice 
of our church ; when we pray, in behalf of our fellow-Chri- 
itians ; „ Pour upon them the continual dew of thy bleſſing;“ 
that which may be refreſhing and falutary as the dew, yet copt- 
vus and abundant as the ſhower. 

t. Hiſs unto them, If. v. 26. With great ſignificancy, and 

zculiar grandeur, the prophet applies this expreffion to rhe 
LORD GOD of hoſts, influencing the moſt powerful ar- 
mies; 9. d.“ They come, without a moment's delay, and 
from the remoteſt regions of the earth, to execute all his 
** pleaſure. Formidable and innumerable as they are, they 
„ come, —I ſay not, upon his repeated injunctions, or at 
his ſtrict command,—but at the firſt, the very fmalleft inti- 
« mation of his will ;”—ſuch as the ſhepherds ufed to their 
flocks ; ſuch as the bee-men, of old, to their ſwarms; or ſuch 
as we, in theſe days, to ſome of our domeſtic animals —The 


Hebrew PX? I would not tranſlate, ar his whifle; becauſe 
this phraſe, in our language, creates a vulgar ſound, and con- 
veys x low idea: but ſuch is the import of the original; which 


denotes all that unconcerned eaſe of action, without-any of the 


offenſive ſamiliarity of diction. 
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How great are the advantages of peace“ £:; 

Peace it kev leiſure plans, — leads one r 
execute, all the noble and commodious * A4 1 
which we behold on every fide. Peace ſets hs 
of property on our pollefitons, and bids Tallis 
rantee them to our enjoyment. Peace ſpreads on 
us the banner of the laws, while we taſte free fr oy 
outrage, and ſccure from injury, the mille ana 4 rom 
of our honeſt toil *. — Amidſt the tumultuous = 
fuſions of war, who could have a heart to v4 
or a hand to accompliſh, any ſuch works 9 
and uſe? In thoſe days of darkneſs and diftrac;; 
how languid to the fight are all the dewy landſcape? 
of ſpring? How inſipid to the taſte are all the de. 
cious flavours of autumn? When the nation is = 0 
run with armies, and embroiled in laughter, 4 "pul 
bling heart, and failing of eyes, and forrow of ad 5 
are the diſmal diſtinction of the times. Inſtead of . 
calm acquieſcence in our portion, our very life ; 
in continual ſuſpenſe. 

But what are all the benefits of external peace 
though diſplayed in the faireſt light, and enlivened bv 
the ſtrongeſt contraſts.— What are they all, compare? 
with the bleſhngs of the goſpel? by which finners 
may have peace with GOD through FESUs; 
CHRIST our LORD. 

This, reſumed Aſpaſio, fuggeſts a freſh inſtance ct 
happineſs, which others want, and we poſſeſs; an in- 
ſtance never to be omitted in our catalogue of pecu- 
liar mercies; I might add, never to be forgotten, by 
any Chriſtian, on any occaſion.— While many king. 
doms of the earth are ignorant of the true G OÞ 
and know neither the principles of piety, nor the 
paths of felicity ; the day-ſpring from on high hath vi- 
ſited us, to give the knowledge of alvation, and to guide 
our feet into the way of peace —While millions of rebe/- 
lious angels, caſt from their native thrones, are reſerve] 
in chains of darkneſs, unto the judgment of the great 
day ; we, —_— rebellious and apoſtate ſinners of 
mankind, are delivered from the wrath to come. The 
holy JESUS (bleſſed be his redeeming goodneſs !) 
has endured the croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame, on pur- 
poſe to reſcue us from thoſe doleful and ignominious 
dungeons ; where the priſoners of almighty vengeance 


——Converſe with groans, 
Unreſpited, unpitied, unrepriev'd, 
Ages of beveefe end }. 


Yes, my dear Theron ; let me repeat your own im- 
portant words; What are all the benefits of exter- 
“nal peace, though diſplayed in the faireſt light, and 
*« enlivened by the ſtrongeſt contraſts ;—what are they 
all, compared with the ble/ings of the goſpel f”'— 
This brings the olive-branch from heaven, and glad 
tidings of reconciliation with our offended G OD. 
This compoſes the tumult of the mind; difarms the 
warring paſſions; and regulates the extravagant de- 
fires. This introduces fuch an integrity of heart, and 
benevolence of temper, as conſtitute the health of the 


contrive, 
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* Pax optima rerum, ſays the Latin poet. But the Oriental, 
I think, diſcover the moſt ſuperlative eſteem for this bleſſing, 
by making it the conſtant form of their falutations, and the 
ſubject of their moſt cordial wiſhes for their friends; PEAacE 
BE UNTO THEE.—In this ort /entence, they ſeen to have 
compriſed a whole volume of mercies: meaning, by their ſingle 
ct all that the Creeks expreſſed by their xai, van, 
evzperluv; i. e. a confluence of that joy of mind, that health of 
body, that proſperity of outward circumſtances, which complete 
the happineſs of mankind. 
We have a fine deſcription of peace, and its various bleſſ- 
ings, 1 Maccab. xiv. 8. 9. &c. The picture is very exact, 
Gough perfectly artleſs. Nothing ſhould hinder me from 
tranſcribing the paſſage, but a fear of being too difuſive in 
my notes. Leſt the reader, who expects a treat, ſhould com. 
plain of a glut; or have reaſon to object, that the ſide-board 
is mare copiouſly furniſhed than the table. 
ö Deut. xxvili. 65. | 
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This ſpreads ſuch an uniform beauty of holi- 
— through = conduct, as is far more amiable than 
the molt engaging forms of material nature. 

O! that thou wouldſt bow the heavens! that thou 
wouldſt come down, celeſtial VISITANT; and 
make thy ſtated, thy favourite abode in our iſle! that 
every breaſt may be animated with thy power; and 
every community, every individual, may wear thy 
reſplendent badge Then ſhall it be the /ea/? ingredi- 
ent of our public felicity, that the ſword of flaugh- 
ter is beaten into a plough-ſhare, and the once bloody 
ſpear bent into a pruning-hook. It {hall be the loweſt 
upon the liſt of our common bleſſings, that violence 15 
119 more heard in our land, waſting and deſtruction within 
our borders. Our very officers will be peace, and our ex- 
aftors * righteouſneſs. We ſhall call (and the event will 
correſpond with the name) our walls ſalvation, and our 
gates praiſe. Then ſhall every harp be taken down 
from the willows, and every voice burit into a ſong, 
In other climes' — will be the general acclama- 
tion— | | I 5, 

« In other climes, let myriads of curious 2n/ects 
« ſpin the delicate thread, which ſoftens into velvet, 
« {tiffens into brocade, or flows in gloſſy fatin ; which 
« reflects a lovelicr glow on the cheek of beauty, and 
« renders royalty itſelf more majeſtic. We are pre— 
« ſented with infinitely-finer robes, in the imputed 
« righteouſneſs of our RE DE. EMER, and the in- 
« herent ſanctiſication of his SPIRIT; which beau- 
« tify the very ſoul, and prepare it for the illuſtrious 
« afſembly—of ſaints in light, —of angels in glory. 

« Let eaſtern rocks ſparkle with diamonds, and give 
« birth to gems of every dazzling tincture. We have, 
hid in the field of our ſcriptures, the Pearl of great 
« price ; the white and precious ſtone F of pertect ab- 
« {olution ; a diadem, Which will ſhine with undimi- 
« niſhed luſtre, when all the brilliant wonders of the 
mine are faded, extinguiſhed, loſt. 

« Let richer ſoils nouriſh the nobleſt plants, and 
« warmer ſuns concoct their exquiſite Juices ; the 
« lemon, pleaſingly poignant ; the citron, more mild- 
ly delicious; or that pride of vegetable life, and 
* compendium of all the blandiſhments of taſte, the 
„ pine-apple. We enjoy far more exalted dainties, 
in having acceſs to the Tree of life, whoſe leaves are 
* for the healing of the nations f, whole boughs are 
< repleniſhed with à never-failing abundance of hea- 
venly fruits; and the nutriment they diſpenſe, is 
„ bliſs and immortality. 1 

« Let Iberian vines {well the tranſlucent cluſter, and 
* burit into a flood of generous wine: let the Tuſcan 
* olive extract the fatneſs of the earth, and melt in- 
to a ſoft mellifluous ſtream. We ſhall neither envy, 
* nor covet theſe inferior gifts, ſo long as we may 
draw water out of the wells of ſalvation : ſo long 
as We may receive that unction from the HO L Y 
* ONE |], thoſe influences of the COMFORTER, 
* which not only make a chearful countenance, but 
* gladden the very heart: imparting ſuch a refined 
* ſatisfaction, as the whole world cannot give; ſuch 


. 


II. Ix, 17. Officers and exactors ſignify perſons veſted with 
public authority; who have it in their power to rule with ri- 
tour. But theſe, inſtead of abuſing their power, ſhall con- 
duct the adminiſtration with all poſſible equity and gentleneſs; 
with a parental tenderneſs, rather than a mag iſterial auſterity. 

o that, though the title and office of an exactor may remain; 
nothing of the domineering inſolence, or oppreſſive ſeverity, 

all continue. — The prophet, who always delivers his ſenti- 
ments with the utmoſt emphaſis, ſays, They ſhall be, not barely 
peaceable and righteous, but poſſeſſed of theſe qualities in the 
higheſt degree. Or, which implies more, than any other 
words can expreſs, they ſhall be peace and righteouſneſs itſelf. 
The ſame beautiful figure is uſed in the next clauſe, which 

eſeribes the inviolable ſecurity of the city, together with the 
unverlal both joy and piety of the inhabitants. 

+ Rev, ii. 17, t Rev. xxii, 2. John ii. 20. 
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a permanent ſatisfaction, as no calamities can take a- 


Way. 


Let Ethiopian mountains be ribbed with marble, 


diſcharges itſelf into the ſea. 


and Peruvian mines embowelled with gold. We 
want neither the impenetrable quarry, nor the glit- 
tering ore; having, in our adored MESSIAH, 
a ſure foundation for all our eternal hopes, and an 
incxhauſtible fund of the divineſt riches. 
He it fo, that our [fs is but a creeping drop; and 
the Thames itſelf no more than a ſcanty rivulet ; 
compared with the magnificent ſweep of the Gan- 
ger, or the ſtupendous amplitude of Ris de la Pla- 
ta *. The wretched natives, even on the banks of 
thoſe ſtately rivers, are at a diſtance from all the 
2 of true conſolation. Whereas we have a 
ountain, we have a river, that iſſues from the o- 
cean of eternal love. With incomparable dignity, 
and with equal propriety, it is ſtyled the river of 
life f. It viſits the houſe of the mourner, and re- 
vives the ſpirit of the forrowful. It makes glad 
the city, and makes happy the ſervants of our 
GOD. It quickens even the dead; and every hu- 
man creature, that drinks of its water, lives for e- 
ver. 
Let Afaatic iſlands boaſt their mountains of myrrh, 
and hills of frankincenſe : let Arabian groves, with 
a ſuperior liberality, diſtil their healing gums ; and 
ripen, for vigorous operation, their vital drugs. 
We have a more ſovereign remedy, than their moſl 
powerful reſtoratives, in the great ME DI A- 
TOR's atoning blood. We have a more refreſhing 
banquet, than all their mingled ſweets, in comme- 
morating his paſſion, and participating his merits. 
In ſhort, we have an equivalent, far more than 
an equivalent, for all thoſe choice productions, 
which bloom in the gardens, or baſk in the orchards 
of the ſun. We have a goſpel, rich in precious pri- 
be e and abounding with ineſtimable promiſes: 
we 
and liberal of renewing grace. At whoſe auſpicious 
approach, fountains ſpout amidſt the burning de- 
ſert; under whoſe welcome footſteps, the ſandy 


waſte ſmiles with herbage ; and beneath his potent 


touch, the wilderneſs buds and bloſſoms as a roſe t. 
Or, to ſpeak more plainly, the deſolate and barren 
ſoul brings forth thoſe fruits of the SPIRIT, 
which are infinitely more ornamental than the ſilk- 
en gems of ſpring ; infinitely more beneficial than 
the ſalubrious ſtores of autumn, _ | 

We have a SAVIOUR, — tell it out among the 
Heathen, that all the nations on earth may partake 
of the gift, and join in the fong,-a SAVIOUR 
we have, whoſe radiant eye brightens the gloomy 
paths of aſlliction ; whoſe efficacious bleſſing makes 
all things work together for the good || of his people. 
Death, gilded by his propitious ſmile, even death 
itſelf looks gay. Nor is the grave, under his be- 
nign adminiſtration, any longer a den of deſtruc- 
tion; but a ſhort and 


aveaSAVIOUR, full of forgiving goodneſs, 


ady avenue to thoſe im- 


mortal manſions ; 'whoſe foundations are laid with 


ſapphires ; whoſe windows are: of. agate ; the gates 


— 


* This river is near two hundred miles broad, where it 


It pours ſuch an immenſe quan- 


tity of the liquid element into the Atlantic ocean, that freſh 


water may be taken up for the ſpace @f many a league. It con 


tinues thus amazingly vaſt through a courſe of fix hundred 


miles; when it divides into two mighty, branches, the Parana 
and the Paraguay: which, having run in ſeparate channels, 
ſeveral thouſand miles along the country, unite at laſt 3 and 
form, by their conflux, this magnificent and ſpacious ſtream: 


which is ſuppoſed to be the very largeſt in the world. To con- 


ceive a proper idea of its prodigious dimenſions, we may ima- 


gine a current of waters, taking its riſe beyond Jeruſalem; and, 
after having received all the rivers of Europe into its capacious 
bed, making its entry on the Britiſh ocean, by a mouth extend» 


ed from Dover to Briſtol. 


+ Rev. xxil. 1. 
7 If. xxxv. 1. | Rom. vii. 28. 
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& of carbuncle; and all the borders of pleaſant ſtones &.“ 

Pardon my rhapſody, dear Theron. Your own re— 
mark, added to the grand and lovely views, have 
warmed, have animated, have almoſt tranſported me. 
Heron anſwered not a word; but ſeemed fixed in 
thought. — While he is indulging his contemplation, 
we may juſt obſerve ſome other peculiarities of the 
proſpect. 


Here and there, a loneſome cottage ſcarcely lifts its 
humble head. No pompous {well of projecting ſteps 


furrounds the door; no appendent wings of inferior 


oflices ſkirt the edifice; no ſtately hall, flabbed with 
marble, and roofed with ſculpture, receives the ga- 
ring ſtranger. But young-eyed Health, and white- 
robed Innocence, with ſweet- featured Contentment, 
2dorn the habitation. While Virtue lends her graces, 
and Religion communicates her honours, to dignify 
the abode; rendering the blameleſs hut ſuperior, in 
real majeſty, to a diſſolute court. 

At ſome diſtance, appear the hoary remains of an 
aucient monaſtery. Sunk beneath the weight of re- 
volving years, the once venerable fabric is levelled 
with the duſt. The lofty and ornamented temple lies 
rudely overgrown with moſs, or {till more ignobly 
covered with weeds. The walls, where ſainted image- 


ry ſtood, or idolized painting ſhone, are claſped with 


twining ivy, or ſhagged with horrid thorn. — Through 
i!!es, that once echoed to the chantor's voice, mingled 
with the organ's majeſtic ſound, the hollow winds 
roar, and the daſhing ſtorm driyes. Where are, now, 
the ſilent cells, the vocal choirs, the duſky groves, in 


which the romantic ſaints prolonged their lonely vigils, 


by the midnight-taper ; or poured their united pray- 
ers, before the lark had waked the morn, or ſtrolled, 
in ever-muſing melancholy, along the moon-light glade. 
—Surely, thoſe mouldering fragments now teach, (and 
with a much better grace, with a much ſtronger em- 
phaſis), what formerly their unſocial and gloomy re- 
lidentiaries profeſſed. They teach the vanity of the 
world, and the tranfitory duration of all that is moſt 
ſtable, in this region of ſhadows. 

Behold, on yonder eminence, the rueful memorials 
of a magnificent caſtle. All diſmantled, and quite de- 
moliſhed, it gives a ſhading of ſolemnity to the more 
lively parts of nature's picture; and attempers the 
rural delight, with {ome touches of alarming dread. — 
War, deſtructive war, has ſnatched the ſithe from the 
hand of time, and hurried on the ſteps of dcſtiny. 
Thoſe broken columns, and battered walls; thoſe 
proſtrate towers, and battlements daſhed to the ground, 
catry evident marks of an immature downfal. They 
were built for ages, and for ages might have flood, a 
defence and accommodation to generations yet unborn, 
if haply they had eſcaped the dire aſſaults of hoſtile 
rage. — But what vigilance of man can prevent the 
miner's dark approach? or what ſolidity of bulwark 
can withſtand the bellowing engine's impetuous ſhock ? 

Thoſe, perhaps, were the rooms, in which /:centious 

irth crowned with roſes the ſparkling bowl, and 
tuned to the ſilver-ſounding lute the ſyren's inchant- 
ing ſong. Thoſe, the fcenes of voluptuous Indul- 
2 where Luxury poured her delicacies; where 

eauty, inſidious Beauty, practiſed her wiles; and 
ſpread, with bewitching art, her wanton ſnares.— 
Now, inſtead of the riotous banquet, and intrigues of 


lawleſs love, the owl utters her hated ſcreams by 


night, and the raven flaps her ominous wing by day. 
— Where are the violet-couches, and the woodbine- 
bowers, which fanned, with their breathing ſweets, 
the polluted flame? The ſoil ſeems to ſuffer for the 


abuſes of the owner. Blaſted and diſhonoured, it 


produces nothing but ragged briers, and noifome 
nettles ; under whoſe odious covert, the hiſſing ſnake 
glides, or the croaking toad crawls. —Fearful intima- 
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tion of that ignominious and doleful cataſtrophe, which 
awaits the ſons of riot! when their momentary grati- 
ſications will drop, like the faded leaf; and leave no- 
thing behind, but pangs of remorſe, keener far than 
the pointed thorn, and more envenomed than the vi. 
per's tooth. 

Perhaps, they were the beautcous and honoured à. 
bodes, where Grandeur and Politeneſs walked their dai- 
ly round, attended with a train of guiltleſs delights : 
where amiable and refined Friend/hip was wont to fit 
and ſmile, looking love, and tallcing the very ſoul : 
where Hoſpitality, with Oeconomy always at her lide, 
ſtood beckoning to the diſtreſed, but induſtrious * poor; 
and ſhowered bleſſings from her liberal hand. — But 
war, deteſted war, has ſtretched over the ſocial and 
inviting ſeat, the line of confuſion, and the ſtones of empti- 
neſs f. Now, alas! nothing but deſolation and horror 
haunt the ſavage retreat. The ample arches of the 
bridge, which fo often tranſmitted the wondering paſ- 
ſenger along their penſile way, lie buried in the dreary 
moat.—Thoſe relics of the maſly portals, naked and 
abandoned, ſeem to bemoan their melancholy condi- 
tion. No ſplendid chariots, with their gay retinue, 


* I fay diſtreſſed, but induſtrious poor ;—becanfe I would not 
be underſtood as encouraging, in any degree, the reliet of our 
common beggars. —Towards the former, I would cultivate a 
tender and ever-yearning compaſſion ; I would anticipate thcix 
complaints; and, as a facred writer directs, would even s:xx 
to do them good —But as to the latter, I trankly own, that! 
look upon it as my duty, to diſcourage ſuch cumberers of the 
ground. They are, generally ſpeaking, luſty drones ; and 
their habitual begging is no better than a ſpecious robbing of 
the public hive. For ſuch fturdy ſupplieants, who are able to 
undergo the fatigue of travelling; able to endure the incle- 
mencies of the weather ; and conſequently much more able, 
were they equally willing, to exercife themſelves in ſome ſpe- 
cies of laudable induſtry ;—for theſe, the houſe of correttion 
would be a far more ſalutary proviſion, than any ſupply from 
our table ; and confinement to labour, a much more beneficial 
charity, than the liberality of the purſe. 

We ſhould remember, and they ſhould be taught, that the 
law ordained by the court of heaven, is, If a man will not 
work, neither ſhall he eat. If then we contribute to ſupport 
them in idleneſs, do we not countera# and fruſtrate this wiſe 
regulation, eſtaWiſhed by the great SOVEREIGN of the 
univerſe ?—Is it not alſo a wrong to the deſerving poor, if we 
fuffer theſe wens on the body politic to draw off the nouriſh- 
ment, which ought to circulate amongſt the valuable and uſe- 
ful members? Money or victuals beſtowed on theſe worthleſs 
wretches, is not real beneficence, but the earne/?-penny of ſloth. 
It hires them, to be good for nothing ; and pays them, for 
being public nuiſances. ; 

Let us then unanimouſly join, to fhake off thefe dead weights 
from our wheels, and diſlodge theſe ſwarms of vermin from our 
flate. Let us be deaf to their moſt importunate clamours ; and aſ- 
ſure ourſelves, that, by this determined inflexibility, we do GOD, 
we do our community, we do them, the moſt fubſtantial ſervice — 
Should they implore by the injured name of F E SUS; for the 
honour of the LORD FESUS, let us reſolutely with-hold our 
alms. Their meaning is, I cannot go on in my preſent ſhame- 
ful and iniquitous courſe; I can no longer continue to acl the 
ce wicked and flothful ſervant ; unleſs you will adminiſter ſome 
« kindly pernicious aſſiſtance. For CHRIS T's ſake, there- 
c fore, affiſt me to diſhonour my Chriſtian name, and to live 
more infamouſly than the vileſt beaſts: For CHRIST's 
&« fake, help me to be a reproach and burden to my nave 
* country; and to perſiſt in the way which leads to eternal 
ce deſtruction.” —This is the true import of their petitions. 
And whether the ſanction of that moſt venerable name, add 


to ſuch a requeſt, fhould move our commiſeration, or excite 


our abhorrence, let every thinking perſon judge. 


I truſt, the reader will be ſo candid, as to excuſe this long 


digreflive note; and do me the juſtice to believe, that I am 


not pleading againft, but for the real pobr; not to harden any. 


one's heart, but rather to direct every one's hand.— Give, our 
of gratitude to CHRIST, out of compaſſion to the necdys 
and be for ever bleſſed: but give not to incorrigible vagrants 3 
to maintain impiety, and pamper indolence ; leſt it be demand- 
ed one day, Who hath required this at your hand? leſt, by ſup- 
porting diffolute creatures in that abandoned floth, which - 
the nurſe of all vice, we become partakers of their guilt, an 
acceſſary to their ruin. ' | 
. + II. xxxiv. 11. 
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a ſolitude, and a chaos. 


e 


the ſolitary avenues. No needy ſteps, with 
W exoettetions beſiege the once bountiful 
gate. But al! is a miſerable, forlorn, hideous pile of 
iſh. ; 
— riches ſo often take to themſelves wings, and 
fly away; ſince houſes, great and fair, reel upon their 
foundations, and ſo ſoon tumble into duſt ; how wile, 
how falutary, 18 our divine MASTER's advice: 
Mate to yourſelves friends with the mammon of unrigh+ 
teouſneſs ; that, 10hen the world fails around you, when 
the ſprings of nature fail within you; they, as wit- 
neſſes of your charity, and vouchers for the ſincerity 
of your faith, may receive you into everlaſting habita- 
tions *. — This is to lay up treaſure for ourſelves f: 
whereas, whatever elſe we amaſs, is for our heirs, for 
gur ſucceſſors, for we know not who. This wealth 
is truly and emphatically called our OWN f: it is an ad- 
vowſon; we have the perpetuity. Whereas, what- 
ever elſe we poſſeſs, is ours only for a turn, or in truſt. 
See the dreadful, dreadful ravages of civil diſcord ! 
Where- ever that infernal fury ſtalks, ſhe marks her 
ſteps in blood, and leaves opulent cities a ruinous heap ||. 
What thanks then, what ardent and ceaſeleſs thanks, 


re due tothatall-ſuperintending,ever-gracious LORD, 


who has daſhed the torch from her hand; has broke 
ner murderous weapons; and driven the baletul peſt 
ſcom our i//and / — May the ſame almighty goodneſs 
ſhortly baniſh the accurſed monſter from all lands ! 
baniſh the monſter, with her hated aſſociate rapine, 
and her inſatiable purveyor ambition, to the deepeſt 
hell. Branded with everlaſting infamy, and bound in 
adamantine chains, there let them gnaſh their teeth, 
and bite the inevitable curb !— While Peace, deſcend- 
ing from her native heaven, bids her olives ſpring 
amidſt the joyful nations; and Plenty, in league with 
Commerce, ſcatters bleſſings from her copious horn. 
While G/adneſs ſmiles in every eye; and Love, extenſive 
univerſal love, levelling the partition-wall of bigotry, 
cements every heart in brotherly affection. 

Near thoſe heaps of havock, hes the ſpot, ever-me- 
morable and ſtill revered, on which an obſtinate and 
fatal battle was fought.— The huſbandman, as he 
breaks his fallow land, or rends the graſſy turf, of- 
ten diſcovers the horrid implements, and the more 
horrid effects, of that bloody conflict. He ſtarts, to 
hear his coulter ſtrike upon the boſles of a ruſty buck- 
ler, or gride over the edge of a blunted ſword. He 
turns pale, to ſee human bones thrown up before his 


* Luke xvi. g. + Matth. vi. 20. t Luke xvi. 12. 

| The effects of what Virgil calls bella, horrida bella, were 
never difplayed in colours that glow, and with figures that a- 
larm, like thoſe which are uſed by the prophet Jeremiah, chap. 
W. 19. &. As this is perhaps the greateſt maſter-piece of the 
kind, the reader will permit me to enrich the notes with a 
unnſcript of the paſſage. 

Firſt we ſee, or rather we feel, the effects of war on the 
human mind ; the keeneſt anguiſh, and the deepeſt diſmay. My 
bowels ! my bowels ! 1 am pained at my very heart. My heart 
maketh a noiſe in me ; I cannot hold my peace: becauſe thou haſt 
heard, O my foul, the ſound of the trumpet, the alarm of war. 


 —Deftruttion upon deflruftion is cried; for the land is ſpoiled. 


vuddeniy are my tents ſpoiled, and my. curtains in a moment,— 
Wan long ſhall I fee the flandard, and hear the ſound of the 
rumpet ? 4 

Then we ſee the diſmal devaſtations of war; and who does 
not ſhudder at the ſight ? the whole country laid in ruins ! de- 
prived of all its ornaments, and all its inhabitants | reduced to 
I beheld the earth, and lo it was 
without form and void: and the heavens, and they had no light. 
mo beheld the mountains, and lo they trembled, and all the hills 
2 light y. I beheld, and bb ! there was no man, and all the 
L as of the heavens were fled. —1 beheld, and lo! the fruitful 
2 was a wilderneſs, and all the cities thereof were broken 

un, at the preſence of. the LO R D, and by his fierce anger. 
by , after all this profulion of imagery, bold and animated e- 
k — aſtoniſhment, we can have any reliſh for the cold cor- 
ectneſs of a Heathen genius, we may find ſomething of the 
ame nature in Horace, lib. II. Od. 1. 


fathers 
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plough ; and ſtands aghaſt to think, that, in cutting 
his fd he opens a grave.—The grey-headed fire 
often relates to his grandſons, hanging with eager at- 
tention on the tale, and trembling for the event ; re- 
lates the diſmal, the glorious deeds of that important 
day.—How the fields, now covered with waving 
crops, were then loaded with mangled and ghaſtly 
corpſes. How the paſtures, now green with herbage, 
were then drenched and incrimſoned with human 
gore, 

On that extended common,” he ſays, © where the 
** buſy ſhepherd is erecting his hurdled citadel, the 
** tents were ſpread, and the banners diſplayed ; the 
** ſpears briſtled in air, and the burniſhed helmets glit- 
** tered to the ſun,—On yonder riſin ground, where 
the friſking lambs play their harmleſs frolics, ſtood 
the martial files, clad in mail, and ranged in battle- 
array; ſtood war, with all its. collected horrors, 
like ſome portentous cloud, ready to burſt into an 
immediate ſtorm.—On the nearer plain, where the 
quiet ſteed grazes in ſafety, and thoſe ſober oxen 
chew the juicy herb, the fierce encounter mixed. 
There, the javelins, launched from nervous arms, 
and aimed by vengeful eyes, flew and reflew, whiz- 
* zing with death. The arrows lightened * from the 
* ſtrings ; and drenched their keen points, and dipped 
their feathery wings in blood. Soon as this ſhower 
of miſſive ſteel ceaſed, inſtantly outſprung thou- 
* ſands of flaming ſwords, They claſh on the bra- 
zen ſhields; they cut their way through the riven 
armour ; and ſheath their blades in many a gallant 
** dauntleſs heart.—Here, on this diſtinguiſhed level, 
the proud preſumptuous enemy, confident of vic- 
tory, and boaſting of their numbers, poured in 
* like a flood. There, a bold determined battalion, 
* of which myſelf was a part, planted themſelves like 
na rock, and broke the fierce attack. 

Then,“ adds the brave old warrior, then the cow- 
* ard herd fled before the vengeance of our conquer- 
* ing arms. Then, theſe hands ſtrewed the plains 
«« with a harveſt, different far from their preſent pro- 
« ductions. Then the fathers, ſmitten with inexpreſ- 
* {ible dread, looked not back on their children + ; though 


* Hab. iii. 11. Tun PN) literally tranſlated, preſents us 
with that beautifully-bold figure, the lightening of thy ſpear.— 
Which, with innumerable other graces of ſpecch, that give 
dignity and fpirit to our modern compoſitions, are borrowed 
from the language of Zion; are tranſplanted from the ſchool 
of the prophers.—If we ſtart into a pleaſing amazement, at Ho- 
mer's av waver; have we not equal reaſon to be charmed and 
ſurpriſed at Nahum's Y 9m? every chariot raged with 
violence and impetuolity ; was eager, was even mad to deſtroy. 
Nah. ii. 5. 

+ For this very ſtriking, and moſt terrific image, we are 
obliged to the prophet Jeremiah who, in a few words, but 
with all the pomp of horror, defcribes the din of approaching 
war, and the conſternation of a vanquiſhed people. At the 
noe of the ſtamping of the hoofs of his flrong horſes, at the 
ruſhing of his chariots, and at the rumbling of his wheels, the 
all not lock back unto their children, for ſeebleneſs of 
hands, Jer, xlvii. 3. 

Not to mention the thunder-like ſound of the diftion ; and 
that in a language much lefs ſonorous than the original ; I ap- 
peal to every reader, whether the [aft circumſtance does not 
awaken the idea of fo tremendous a feene, and fo horrible a 
dread, as no words can expreſs. Virgi has imitated the pro- 
phet's manner, in that very delicate deſcriptive touch ; where, 
repreſenting the prodigious alarm, ' excited by the yell of the 
internal fury, he ſays, - 

Et trepide matres preſſere ad pectora natot. 

That is, Each frighted mother claſped the inſant to her flutter» 
ing boſom. - | 
wh, 1 believe, need be informed, that or panic is 

inted, with a ver rior energy, by the poet of heaven. 
E tha Pagan's — — effect of fear reſults from the con- 
ſtitution, and coincides with the bias of humanity. Whereas, 
in the prophet's picture, ir counteracts, it ſuſpends, it entirely 
overbears, the tenderſt workings and ſtrongeſt propenſities of 
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« ſhnddering at the lifted ſpear, or ſcreaming under the 


„ brandiſhed ſword. The fathers looked not back on 
« their children, though they fell among the lain, 
% gaſhed with deadly wounds; or lay expiring, in 
« groans of agony, under our feet.“ 


We leave the warrior, to repeat his ſhocking ſtory, 
and enjoy his ſavage ſatisfaction. For calmer ſcenes, 
and ſofter delights, we willingly leave him. The 8 

e 


is pleaſed with the elegant gaiety of the parterre; t 
ear is ſoothed with the warbling melody of the grove ; 


but grand objects, and the magnficence of things, 
charm and tranſport the whole man. The mind, on 
ſuch occaſions, ſeems to expand with the proſpect, and 
ſecretly exults in the conſciouſneſs of her greatneſs. — 
Intent upon theſe large and excurſive views, our 
triends ſcarce advert to the minuter beauties, which 
addreſs them on every ſide. The ſwan, with her 
inowy plumes, and loftily-bending head ; notwith- 
itanding all her ſuperb air, and lordly ſtate ; rows by, 
without exciting admiration, or obtaining notice.— 
Equally unnoticed is both the array, and the action of 
the duck ; her glofly neck, and finely-chequered wings 
her diving into the deep, or her darting up into day. 
The tollem, ſkimming the air in wanton circles, or 
dipping her downy breatt in the flood, courts their ob- 
ſervation in vain, —Nor could the fnny holes attract 
their regard, though they played before the boat 1n 
{portive chace; or, glancing quick to the ſurface, 
ſhewed their pearly coats, bedropt with gold. —Thus 
they, engaged in ſublime, neglect inferior ſpeculations. 
And if the ſons of religion overlook the diminutive, 
tranſient, deluſory forms of pleaſure, which float on 
the narrow ſtream of time, or flit along the ſcanty 
bounds of ſenſe; it is only to contemplate and enjoy 
a happineſs in their GO D, which is elevated, ſub/tan- 
tial, and immortal. Compared with which, whatever 
the eye can ſurvey, from pole to pole, from the riſing 
to the ſetting ſun, is a cockle-ſhell, a butterfly, a 
bubble. 

From this open and enlarged ſcene, they enter the 
ſkirts of a vaſt, umbrageous, venerable fore/t, —On 
either ſide, the ſturdy and gigantic ſons of earth, rear 
their aged trunks, and ſpread their branching arms. 
Trees, of every hardy make, and every majeſtic form, 
in agreeable diſorder, and with a wild kind of gran- 
deur, fill the aereal regions. The huge, expanſive, 
el boughs unite themſelves over the current, 
and diffuſe * their umbrage, broad and brown as even- 
“ ing.” -The timorous deer ſtart at the claſhing of 
the waves. Alarmed with the unuſual ſound, they 


look up, and gaze for a moment; then fly into covert, 


by various ways, and with precipitate ſpeed; vaniſhing, 
rather than departing, from the glade. 

How awful to reflect, as they glide along the ſhel- 
ving ſhores, and the moſs-grown banks; as they fail 
under the pendent ſhades of quivering poplar, of 
whiſtling fir, and the ſolemn- ſounding foliage of the 
oak, —how awful to reflect ; * Theſe were the lonely 
“ haunts of the Druids, two thouſand years ago! A- 
«© midit theſe duſky mazes, and ſympathetic glooms, 
the penſive fages ſtrayed. Here, they ſought, they 
“ found, and, with all the ſolemnity of ſuperſtitious de- 
% votion, they gathered their mi/letce d. Here the 


nature ; though inſtigated, on one hand, by the moſt impor- 
tunate calls of exquiſite diſtreſs ; and ſtimulated on the other, 
by All the ſolicitations of the moſt yearning compaſſion. 

elf the reader pleaſes, he may ſee theſe pompous ſolemni- 
ties deſcribed, in VAN IERII Præd. Ruſt. pag. 125. &c. Where 
the curious narrative of Pliny is embelliſhed with the har- 
monious numbers of Virgil. — With regard to the. reflections 


occaſiond by this account; the compliments laviſhed on the 
French, their religion, and their monarch; I believe, the ju- 
dicious Proteſtant will confeſs with me, that as our charming 


. 1 


« viſionary recluſes ſhunned the tumultuous 
« men, and traced the myſterious paths of Pro 
« Here they explored the ſecrets of nature, 
« voked their fabled gods.” | 

Sometimes wrapt in a ſudden reveric of th 
ſometimes engaged in converſation on the ſolemn aul. 
pearance of things, the voyagers fcarce perceive their 
progreſs. Before they are aware, this venerable ſcene 
is loſt ; and they find themſelves advanced upon the 
borders of a beautiful lawn. "The foreſt, retiring to th. 
right hand, in the ſhape of a creſcent, compoſed wh 
Milton ſtyles, © a verdurons wall of ſtatelieſt afpect 
and left, in the midſt, an ample ſpace for the flourif.. 
ing of herbage. : 

Here, ſaid Theron, if you pleaſe, we will alight: 
and leave the bearer of our foating ſedan, to purſy, 
his ceaſeleſs courſe, to enrich the boſom of other val. 
leys, and lave the feet of other hills,—to viſit citic. 
and make the tour of counties,—to reflect the ima». 
of many a ſplendid ſtructure, which adorn his banks . 
and, what is far more amiable, to diſtribute, all alon- 
his winding journey, innumerable conveniencies bot} 
for man and bealt : acquiring, the farther he po. 
and the more benefits he confers, a deeper flow, and | 
a wider ſwell; to the remarkable confirmation of 
that beneficent maxim, There is that ſcattereth, an] » 
increaſeth *, f 

Theron and Aſpaſio, walking acroſs the ſpacious am. 
phitheatre, ſeated themſelves at the extremity of the 
bend. Before them, lay a verdant area, quite even; 
perfectly handſome ; but far from gay. Green was all 
the dreſs, without any mixture of gaudy flowers, or 
glittering colours. Only, now-and-then, a gentle 
breeze, ſkimming over the undulating mead, imprefl. 
ed a varying wavy gloſs on its furface. The whole 
ſeemed to reſemble the decent and ſober ornament; 
of maturer age, when it has put off the trappings, and 
bid adieu to the levities of youth. —The broad, tranſ- 
parent ſtream, ran parallel with the lips + of the chan- 
nel ; and drew a line of circumvallation, as it were, 
to guard the calm retreat. It appeared, where ſha 
ded with boughs, like a barrier of poliſhed Keel ; where 
open to the ſun, like a mirror of flowing cryſtal.— 
The eaſtern edges of the river, were barricaded with 
a kind of mountainous dechvity ; on whoſe rude and 
rocky ſides, the timorous rabbit burrowed, and the 
bearded goat browzed.—Not far from the ſummit, two 
or three fountains guſhed : which unitiny their cur- 
rents, as they trickled down the ſteep, formed a natu- 
ral caſcade : 1 it was loſt in the ruſhy dells, or ob- 
ſcured by the twiſting roots; there it burſt again in- 
to view, and playing full in the eye of day, looked 
like a ſheet of ſpouting ſilver. 

In this romantic retirement, ſaid Theron, we are 
quite ſequeſtered from ſociety. We ſeem to be in 4 
world of our own; and ſhould almoſt be tempted to 
forget, that we are encompaſſed with a kindred fpc- 
cies; did not the mufic of thoſe ſilver-tongued bz, 
poured from a diſtant ſteeple, and gliding along tie 

entle ſtream, bring us news of human kind. 

Eſcaped from man, and his buſy walks, methinks, 
we are come to the houſe of tranquillity. Such a deep, 
undiſturbed compoſure reigns all around! It is as 
ſome auguſt perſonage was making his entrance, o. 


Ways of 
vidence. 
and in- 


ought, 


author has copied the language, and entered into the ſpirit of 
the ancients; he has alſo catched a tincture of their ſyperiti 
tion; Bog, together with all their elegancies and grace 
ſome of their fanciful and legendary levities. 


Verum ubi plura nitent in carmine, non ego paucis 
Offendar maculiz. | HoR, 
| * Prov. xi. 24. . 
+ The Greek, which is above all languages happy, 10 15 
beautiful variety of compound words, very neatly expr 
this appearance by —i79xuans ry yp, : 


ti 


cc; 


o 1's 


reſles 


aieſtic being was upon the point to ſpeak, and 
** ſtood Red in attentive expectation. No 
ace better fitted to cheriſh, or to inſpire a contempla- 
tive ſedateneſs. Os 
Obſerve the ſimplicity and grandeur of thoſe ſur- 
rounding trees; the noble plainneſs of their verdure, 
and the prodigious ſtatelineſs of their aſpect. What 
a ſpeck are our gardens, and what a mere dwarf are 
our groves, compared with theſe vaſt plantations ?— 
Here is none of your nice exactneſs, but all is irregu- 
larly and wildly great. Here are no traces of the ſhears, 
nor any footſteps of the ſpade, but the handy- work 


ot the DEI ITV is apparent in all. —Give me the ſcenes, 


which diſdain the puny aſſiſtance of art, and are infi- 
nitely ſuperior to the low toils of man. Give me the 
ſcenes, which ſcorn to bribe our attention, with a lit- 
tle borrowed ſpruceneſs of ſhape ; but, by their own 
native dignity, command our regard. I love the pro- 
ſpects, which, the moment they are beheld, ſtrike the 
ſoul with veneration, or tranſport it with wonder; 
and cry aloud, in the ear of reaſon, Aſcribe ye greatneſs 
to our G O D.— Such, I think, in a very eminent de- 
gree, is the forelt ; 


— — — High waving ver the hills, 
Or to the vaſt horizon wide diffus'd, 
A boundleſs deep immenſity of ſhade. 


Aſp. Solomon's refined genius ſeems to have been fond 
of the ſame ſituation, and delighted with the ſame ob- 
jets. Therefore, at a great expence, and in the moſt 
curious taſte, he built the houſe of the fore/t.—Iſaiah's 
divine imagination was charmed with the ſame grand 
ſpectacle. More frequently, than any of the prophets, 
he derives his illuſtrations from it. One compariſon 
| particularly remember. Speaking of the Aſſyrian 
king, and his military forces, he likens them to ſuch 
an aſſemblage of trees: numerous, as their amazing 
multitudes ; ſtrong, as their maſſy trunks. Yet, nu- 
merous and potent as they were, they ſhould all be 
brought low, and laid in the duſt. For behold the 
LORD, the LORD of hoſts ſhall lop the bough with 
terror, and the high ones of ſtature ſhall be hewn down, 
and the haughty ball be humbled ; and he ſhall cut down 
the thickets of his foreſt with iron, and Lebanon ſhall fall 
by a mighty one &. 

Then he paſſes, by a moſt beautiful tranſition, to 
his darling topic, the redemption of ſinners. He gives 
us, together with one of the fineſt contraſts 4 imagi- 
nable, a view of the MESSIAH and his great fal- 
vation. When thoſe lofty cedars are levelled with the 
ground, there ſhall come a rod, a twig ſhall ſpring from 
the ſtem of Jeſſe, and a branch ſhall grow out of his 
roots |: which, notwithſtanding its mean original, 
and unpromiſing appearance, ſhall rear its head to the 


ſkies, and extend its ſhade to the ends of the earth. 


Ther. . You do well, Aſpaſio, to recall my roving 
thoughts. This magnificent ſolitude had captivated 
my imagination, and I was giving a looſe to the uſnal 
fallies of my fancy. But, with a willing compliance, 
I turn-to a more excellent ſubject. Only I muſt aſ- 
ſure you, that your remark awakens a painful idea in 
my mind, though a joyful one in your own. For my 
hopes, which were once high and lifted up, are now 
too much like that devoted proſtrate foreſt. 

Aſp. My dear Theron, give me leave to 
vere never nightly founded. They were, what Shake- 


ſpear calls, the baſeleſs 2 of a viſion. Now the 
li 


cowy and tranſient hopes are demoliſhed, that ſo- 
d and everlaſting joys may ſucceed. Let them reſt 


on CARIST, the infinitely-glorious REDEEMER, 


* If. x. 33. 34. 


. + This fine contraſt, and that artful tranſition are, by the 


nuicious diviſion of the two chapters, very much obſcured, 


— quite loſt, to many readers. The chapters, I think, 


duld by no means be ſeparated; but the tenth and the e- 
5 as a continuation of the ſame 
te 
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ſay, they 


prophecy, thould be 
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and they ſhall never be overthrown, never be remo- 
ved any more. 

Caſt a look upon yonder ivy. What can be more 
feeble? It has not ſtrength enough to withſtand the 
ſlighteſt blaſt. Nay, if left to itſelf, its own weight 
would cruſh it to the earth. Yet, by twining around 
the oak, how high it riſes, and how firm it ſtands! 
An emblem of our ſtate, and a pattern for our imita- 
tion, —Thus let us, who in ourſelves are nothing, of 
ourſelves can do nothing, let us fly to CHRIST; 
rely on CHRIST, and, as Barnabas (that true ſon 
of conſolation) ſpeaks, cleave tothe LORD FESUS 
CHRIST, with full purpoſe of heart *. Let us de- 
termine to know nothing, to deſire nothing, to de- 
pend on nothing, but FESUS CHRIST and him 
crucihed, Let this be the motto for our faith, this the 
language of our fouls, CHRIST ts all. Then ſhall 
our virtues, though hitherto ſmitten with a blaſt, 
revive as the corn; then ſhall our hopes, though in 
themſelves weaker than the ivy, mount like the cedars. 

Ther. You can hardly imagine, how a ſenſe of guilt 
and unworthineſs oppreſſes my mind. I am often diſ- 
couraged, and cannot bring myſelf to be ſtedfaſt in 
faith, or joyful through hope. 

Aſp. You cannot bring yourſelf, but GOD Al- 
mighty's power and grace can bring to paſs theſe de- 
firable effects. And hear what the prophet ſays far- 
ther, upon the charming topic which introduced our 
diſcourſe. Whenever the eloquent //a:ah undertakes 
to diſplay a truth, he 8 it all the energy, all the 
beauty, and every heightening touch, which it is ca- 
pable of receiving. — This humble ſhoot, ſpringing 
from the ſtem of ee, ſhall riſe to ſuch a pitch of ele- 
vation, that it ſhall be conſpicuous far and near, and 
ſtand for an enſign of the people. It ſhall be ſeen, not 
like a beacon upon the top of an hill, by the HVaelites 
only, or the natives of a ſingle territory; but like the 
great luminaries of heaven, ſhall be viſible in every 
country, and by the whole inhabited world. —To if 
ſhall the Gentiles ſeek ; not only from the remoteſt, but 
from the moſt barbarous and idolatrous climes. Theſe, 
even theſe perſons, though ſavage in their nature, and 
deteſtable in their manners, ſhall be freely admitted, 
and find reſt under his ſhadow. Nay, the refreſh- 
ment which he yields, and the comfort which they re- 
ceive, ſhall be not ſeaſonable only, but of ſovereign 
efficacy; his reſt ſhall be glorious f. 

From this we learn, that all the bleſſings of 
CHRIST's mediation are deſigned for Gentiles ; for 
the moſt abandoned and abominable ſinners.— That 
they are ſo full and conſummate, as to create a calm 
of tranquillity ; a glorious reſt, in the moſt. troubled, 
afflicted, guilty conſciences.—And I dare challenge 
even my Theron's miſgiving mind, to Rey any want 
which is not ſupplied, any grievance which is not re- 
dreſſed, by the righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST. 
I formerly encountered your obye&1ons, let me now 
combat your ſcruples. , 3 


Der. Sometimes I have a deep and diſtreſſing con- 
viction of my extreme finfulneſs.—*Tis like a fore 
burden, too heavy for me to bear.—”Tis like the vi- 
leſt filth, and renders me odious to myſelf; how much 
more loathſome to the all-leeing'eye !—lIt appears like 
a debt of ten thouſand talents, and I have nothing, 
no, not any 88 pay. — Then I experience, what 
the gſalmiſi ſo pathetically laments; My fins have taken 
ſuch hold upon me, that I am not able to look up : yea, 
they are more in number than the hairs of my head, and 
my heart is ready to fail: my hopes are upon the point 
to expire. | 2 ay +43 $r:3ldo ot 

Aſp. Then, Theron, fly to that juſt and righteous; 
ONE, who is the ſtrength of our hearts; the life of 
our hopes; and our portion for ever. W 1 


* Acts xi. 23. 


1 II. xi. 10. 
4X | 
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If fin is a ſore burden ; look unto CHRIST, who 
bore it all, in his own body on the tree; and remo- 
ved, entirely removed that tremendous load, which 
would otherwiſe have ſunk the whole world into the 
nethermoſt hell. —If ſin renders us thy; let us have 
recourſe to that blood of ſprinkling, which cleanfes, 
not from a few ſtains only, but from all guilt. By 
which the moſt defiled tranſgreflors become fair as the 
faireſt wool, nay whiter than the virgin ſnows *,—If 
ſin is a debt , ſubjecting us to wrath, and binding 
us over to puniſhment ; let us conſide in that gracious 
SURETY, who has taken the debt upon Pimſelt, 
and made it all his own: and not only ſo, but has 
paid it; paid it to the uttermoſt farthing, to the 
very laſt mite: ſo that juſtice itſelt can demand no 
more. 

Let me confirm and illuſtrate this comfortable truth, 
by a ſcriptural ſimilitude. No fimilitudes are more 
exact, and none ſo ſtriking. I have blotted out as a 
thick cloud your tranſgreſſions, and as a cloud your fins f. 
A little while ago, the whole expanſe of yonder ſky 
was covered with clouds. Nothing could more 
firongly repreſent a multitude of corruptions belie- 
ging the heart, and a multitude of iniquities over- 
ſpreading the life. But where is, now, that immenſe 
arrangement of gloomy vapours ? The ſun has ſhone 
them, and the wind has ſwept them, clean away. 
There are none, neither great nor ſmall, remaining. 
From one end of the wide-extended hemiſphere to the 
other, we ſce nothing but the clear and beautitul blue 
of the firmament. So, faith the SPIRIT of GOD 
to the true believer, /o tctally is your guilt, however 
horrid and enormous, done away through the dying 
JESUS. : : 

Ther. It is not poſſible to conceive, nor will the 
whole creation afford, a more exquiſitely- ſine compa- 
riſon. Perhaps nothing can ſo emphatically deſcribe 
the moſt prodigious multitude, entirely obliterated, 
without the 24 trace of their former exiſtence. But 
I am not only chargeable with pa/? iniquities; I am 
alſo liable to daily miſcarriages. I relapſe into lin ; 
and when I would do good, evil is preſent with me. 
— Nay, my beſt hours are not free from ſinful inſir- 
mities, nor my beſt duties from ſinful imperfections ; 
which, like a worm at the core of the fruit, eat away 
the vigour of my graces, and tarniſh the beauty of 
my ſervices. 

Aſp. Becauſe, throngh the frailty of your mortal 
nature, you cannot always ſtand upright ; becauſe e- 
ven the uſt man 2 daily, and daily contracteth 
defilement ; therefore a fountain is opened for fin and for 
wncleanneſs 1. The blood and atonement of CH RI ST 
are compared to a heavenly fountain, In which pol- 
tated ſinners may waſh daily, waſh hourly ; and be 
conſtantly, perfectly clean.—A c/tern may fail; may 
be broken or exhauſted. But it is the property of a 
real fountain, never to be dried up, always to yield 
its waters. Such is the efficacy of CHRIST's death; 
not to be diminiſhed by univerſal and by inceſſant uſe. 
It removes the iniquity of the land ++. It takes away the 
fin of the world =, It is new, for our application, 
every morning; new, for this bleſſed purpole, every 


| At Al. li. 7 

+ By thefe three images, the p/almi/t difplays the horrible 
and deſtructive malignity of fin, together with the free nature 
and invaluable worth of evangelical forgiveneſs. Blefed is he 
whoſe tranſereſſion, as an inſupportable load, (WW?) ig bore or 
taken away ; whoſe ſin, as being the moſt abominable filth, 
(NDD) is covered; unto whom the LORD imputeth not (WOT? 
Ny) that moſt ruinous of all debts, iniguity.—It is pleaſing 


to obſerve the vehemence and ardour, with which the royal 


nitent fpeaks on this favourite topic. He breaks out with 
2 kind of holy abruptneſs, and pours his ſoul ia a variety of 
warm expreſſions; as one who thought, he could not 267% 
enter upon the ſubject too ſcon, or dwell upon it too long, Pal. 
XXXil. 1. 2. 1 If. xliv. 22. 


4 Zech. xiii, 2. Zech. ili. 9. john i. 29. 


1 


fin, we have an aduccate with the F 


3 ATM 31» 


moment. On which account, it makes 
viſion for our cleanſing, our reſtoration, 
fort. —Eſpecially, as it is not only ſovereign in itſelf 
and always tree for our approach, but is ever pleaded 
by a great HIGH PRIEST in our behalf, Th - 
fore the inſpired caſuilt directs us to this ſource 01 
conſolation, under all the upbraidings of conſcien 0 
and all the remains of inbred depravity. If any FW 

THER, JE. 
and he is the Propitia- 


complete 0. 
and our 1 


SUS CHRIST the righteous, 
tion for our fins &. 

We; St John reckons himſelf in the nu 
thole frail oflending creatures, who ſtand 247 — 
CHRIST, as a perpetual Interceſſor. This is Writ. 
ten, not to encourage us in the commiſſion of fiq . 
but that we may be the lefs diſcouraged, under : 
of our infirmities. We have ; not we poſſibly may 
but we actually have. A ſoul burdened with quile 
cannot be ſatished, cannot be eaſed, with a bare per- 
haps. It is therefore politively affirmed, as a matter 
of eſtabliſhed certainty, of which we ſhould not ag. 
mit a doubt, —We have fer our advocate, not a mean 
perion, but HIM who received an illuſtrious teſti- 
mony from the molt excellent glory, This is my bel; 
ved & O N 4.—MNot a guilty perſon, who ſtands in need 
of pardon for himſelt, but FESUS CHRIST the 
righteous. Mot a mere petitioner, who relies purely 
upon liberality; but one who has merited, fully merit- 
ed whatever he aſks; he is the prepitiation for our fins, 
has paid our ranfom, and purchaſed our peace. In 
conſequence of which, he claims rather than aſks our 
renewed, our irrevocable forgiveneſs, —This he claims, 
not from an unrelentin Judge, but from his F A- 
THER and our FATH ER.—And can ſuch a plea 
meet with a repulſe ? Can ſuch an advocate miſcarry 
in his ſuit ?—lf the prophets of old were reckoned 
the charit. of Iſrael, and the horſemen thereof t ; be- 
cauſe, like their anceſtor Jacob, they had power with 
G OD, and prevailed in prayer ; O! what a defence! 
what a ſecurity, is the divinely-excellent, and ever- 
prevailing interceſſion of FESUS CHRIST! 

* Your graces,” you complain, “are ſullied, and 
your ſervices defective.” —Then, my dear friend, 
renounce them in point of confidence; and gladly re- 
ceive, cordially embrace, the all- perfect righteouſneſs 
of your LORD. So ſhall your juſtification be con- 
plete; and your fervices, though deficient in them- 
ſelves, be © accepted in the BELOVED.”—l have 
ſomewhere ſeen, painted upon a flat ſurface, an awk- 
ward and diſagreeable countenance ; in which was no- 
thing regular, nothing graceful, but every feature 
diſproportionate. Yet this very face, reflected from 
a cylindrical mirror, has put off its deformity ; the li- 


a {nic 


neaments became well adjuſted ; ſymmetry connected 


every part, and beauty ſmiled throughout the whole. 
—Lake the former our virtues appear, when compared 
with the immaculate purity of GOD, or the ſublime 
perfection of his law. But they acquire the amiable- 
neſs of the latter, when preſented to the FATHER 
by our divine MEDIATOR, and recommended 
by his inconceivably-precious oblation ||. 


* r John ii. 1. 1 2Pet, i. 27: 

2 Kings ii. 12. xiii, 14. There is a peculiar beauty, and 
moſt appoſite ſignificancy, in this proverbial ſaying, as ufed by 
the ancient Mraelitet. Horſes and chariots were deemed, in 
thoſe ages, the principal ſtrength of the battle, the moſt formi- - 
dable apparatus of war. Of theſe the 1ſraelites were entirely 
deſtitute. Their GOD had expreſsly forbidden them to mul- 
tiply horſes; and we never read of their bringing any conſider- 
able number of cavalry into the ſield.— But, ſo long as they 
enjoyed the preſence of their prophets, they wanted not this 
arm of fleſh. They bad more than an equivalent for chariots 
and horſes, in the fervent, the efefual prayers of thoſe holy 
men of GOD. 

| They, the perſons and performances of frait men, /ba/l 
come up with acceptance on mine altar, faith the LORD, II. 
Ix. 7.— Which is explained by St Peter's comment; Ye are an 


on, taking his hint from the revelations of St 
8 4 great HIGH PRIES CT in this 
lorious and delightful attitude; repreſents him offer- 
ing up the ſupplications and penitential duties of our 
mixing with them the incenſe of his own 


ohn, repreſents our 


firſt parents; 


merits ; and thus interceding before the throne. 


See, FATHER! what firſt fruits on earth are 


rung 

From 145 Paplanted grace in nan! Theſe ſighs 

And prayers, which, in this | Ti cenſer mx” d 

With incenſe, I thy PRIEST before thee bring. 

Aro therefore bend thine ear 

To ſupplication ; hear his fighs though mute 

Unflful with what words to pray, let ME 

Interpret for him; ME his adrccate 

And propitiation. All Ins works on M * 

God, or not good, ingraft : MT merit * 
Shall perfect; and for theſe MT death ſhall pay X. 


The poet's words are very emphatical. Vet words 
an no more expreſs the prevalence of our LO R D's 
negotiation, than the picture of the ſun can diffuſe its 
ſplendor, or convey its warmth. 


Ther. My ſpiritual wants are many. I have many 
duties to diſcharge, and many temptations to with- 
ſtand; many corruptions to mortify, and many graces 
to cultivate, or rather to acquire. Yet have I no 
ſtock, and no ſtrength of my own. 

Aſp. 1 rejoice, that my Theron 1s ſenſible of his own 
indigence. The good LORD keep us both, in this 
reſpect. as little children; whoſe whole dependence is 
vpon their nurſe's care, or their parent's bounty ! 
Ihen may we, having fuch a ſenſe of our poverty, 
and having a great HIGH PRIEST over the 
houſe of GOD, come boldly to the throne of grace. 
We may apply, through the righteouſneſs of FESUS 
CHRIST, for all needful ſuccour, and for every de- 
ſirable bleſſing.—If Solomon could fay, LORD, re- 
member David, and all his trouble. If Moſes could ſay, 
LORD, remember Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob thy ſer- 
vants, How much more confidently may we ſay, 
« LORD, remember FESUS, the Son of thy love! 
remember FESUS, and all his ſufferings; J E- 
«* $US, and all his merits. Shall they be ſent empty 
« away, who have their SA VIOU R's obedience to 
4 plead? —No verily. Though they are altogether 
unworthy in themſelves, yet worthy is the LAMB 
that was [lain, for whoſe ſake their petitions ſhould be 
granted, and their every neceſſity ſupplied. 

Let me repeat to you a moſt beautiful and encou- 
raging portion of ſcripture z which you may look up- 
on, under all your wants, as a charte blanche put into 
your hand by GOD all-ſufficient : Having therefore, 
brethren, bolZneſs to enter into the holieſt by the blood of 
FESUS, by a new and living way which he has con- 
fecrated for us, through the veil, that is to ſay, his fleſh ; 
and having an HIGH PRIEST over the houſe of 
S GOD; et us draw near with à true heart, in full af- 

ſurance of faith +. | 
| The apoltle, in this place, and throughout this 
whole epiſtle, alludes to the Moſaic ordinances, in or- 
der to ſhew, that the privileges of the Chriſtian diſpen- 
tation were typified by, yet are greatly ſuperior to, 
thoſe of the Feroiſh.— Among the Fews, none but the 


haly priefthood, to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices, acceptable unto 
'0D by FESUS CHRIST, 1 Pet. ii. 5.; and Rill far- 
ther aſcertained by St Paul's practice; who, when he addrefles 
che MAJESTY of heaven with any petition, or preſents 
he tribute of praiſe, preſumes not to do either the one or the 
2 but in the blefſed ME DIATOR's name: becaufe, 
*cluded from this grand recommendation, they would be Fen- 
Jive to the awful JEHOV AH, „ as ſmoke in his noſtrils ;” 
«companied with it, they are acceptable, © as the ſweet - ſmell- 
ing incenſe,” | | + 4 | 
* Par Loſt, book XI. I. 22. Cc. 
+ Hed. x, 19. 20, 21. 22. 
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high prieſt was permitted to ſet a foot within the holy 
of holies ; and he, only on the ſolemn day of expia- 
tion. Whereas, all Chriſtians are allowed to enter in- 
to the immediate preſence of the moſt high GOD; 
may have the neareſt acceſs to HIM, who dwells in 
the heaven of heavens ; and this, not once in the year 
only, but at all times, and on all occaſions. —The 
high prieſt never made that awtul approach, but with 
the blood of a /aughtered animal. We have blood of 
infinitely-richer value, to atone for our failings, and 
recommend our addreſſes; even the blood of the cru- 
cified 7 HSS. Aaron entered through the veil of 
the teinple; a way, which was ſoon to become anti- 
quated, and for ever to be aboliſhed. Me enter by a 
tar more noble way; by the fleſh of our bleſſed R E- 
DEEMUER; given as a propitiatory ſacriſice for our 
ſins. Which way is both new and living; ſuch as ne- 
ver waxes old, will ſubſiſt to the end of time, and 
leads to eternal life. Truſting in this ſacrifice, and 
entering by this way, Which are conſecrated on pur- 
pole for our uſe, we may not only draw near, but 
draw near with boldneſs, with an humble filial confi- 
dence; and preſent our ſupplications with faith, — 
with aſſurance of faith, —with full aſſurance of faith. 
How itrong is the contraſt, and how fine the grada- 
tion! how precious the doctrine, and how free tlie 
privilege! What ſhall we fear, if we believe this doc- 
trine ? what can we lack, if we improve this privilege? 
—And why ſhould we not believe the former, why 
ſhould we not improve the latter ? Since they both are 
tounded, not on any excellent endowments, not in 
any recommending actions of our own, but purely, 
ſolely, entirely on the blood of FESUS CHRIST. 
Ther. There may come ſeaſons of deſertion, when ali 
graces are languid, if not dead; when the light of 
6 O D's countenance is ſuſpended, if not turned into 
darkneſs; and the man is more like a lifeleſs log than 
a zealous Chriſtian. "Theſe frames of mind I have 
heard mentioned, and 1 begin to know ſomething of 
them by experience. | 
Aſp. Then, Theron, when you walk in darkneſs, and 
fee no light of ſenſible comfort, tru/? in the name, the 
unchangeable grace, of the LORD ; and ſtay upon the 
righteouſneſs, the conſummate righteouſneſs, of your 
GOD *. This is not barely my advice, but the di- 
rection of an infallible guide.—This agrees alſo with 
the character of a real CHriſtian, as it is moſt exact] 
drawn by an unerring pen; We rejoice in CHRIS T 
ESI, and have ne confidence in the fleſh +; no re- 
ance on any thing of our own, either for preſent joy, 
or future glory. | 
To rely on the elevation of our ſpirits, or the en- 
largement of our devotion, is like building our houſe 
upon the ice; which may abide for a ſeaſon, but, up- 
on the firſt alteration of weather, ceaſes to be a foun- 
dation, and becomes © water that runneth apace.“ 
Whereas, to derive our conſolation from the ME DIA- 
TOR's righteouſneſs, and JEHOVAH's faithful- 
neſs, is to build our edifice upon the rock ; which 
“ may not be removed, but ftandeth faſt for ever.” 
The former of theſe, even amidit all our changes, is in- 
variably the ſame. The latter, notwithſtanding all 
our unworthineis, is inviolably ſure. Therefore the 


fruit of that righteouineſs is peace, and the ect of this 


II. l. 10. 
+ Phil, iu. 3. Exatly draun Perhaps there is no where 
extant a finer, a more complete, or ſo lively a piclure of the 
true Chriſtian, Tis in miniature, I own; but it comprehepds 
all the mafter-lines and every diſtinguiſbing feature. We are 
they, who warſhip GOD in the ſpirit; with the ſpiritual ho- 
mage of a renewed heart; with faith, love, reſignation. And 
rejoice in CHRIST FESUS; in him look for all our ac- 
ceptance with GOD; from him derive all the peace of our 
minds; and on him place all the hope of our final felicity. 
And have no confidence in the fleſh ; renouncing ourſelves, in 
every view, as unprofitable ſervants; diſclaiming all our ewn' 
works and attainments, as defettive ſervices. .. . | 
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faithfulneſs is, if not rapturous joy, yet quietneſt and 
aſſurance for ever &. | | 

So that, when it is winter in my ſoul, and there 
ſeems to be a dearth on all my ſenſible delights, I 
would till ſay with the pſalmiſt, © Why art thou ſo 
« diſquieted, O my foul? CHRIST is the fame a- 
* midſt all thy derelictions. He ig a green fir-tree +, 
&« which never loſes its verdure. Under his ſhadow 
te thou mayſt always find repoſe. His merit and at- 
« Onement are ſtill mighty to ſave; they conſtitute 
« an everlaſting and infinite righteouſneſs. The pro- 
« miſes of GOD, through his mediation, are yea, and 
« amen}; are unqueſtionably and unalienably thine.” 

Ther. *Tis very probable, I may meet with 4 ic- 
tions; death in my family, or diſeaſe in my perſon. 
Diſappointments may fruſtrate my deſigns. Provi- 
dence may wear a frowning aſpect, as though the 
LORD had a controverſy with his ſinful creature, 
and was making him to poſleſs the iniquities of his 
youth. And what will be ſuſſicient to ſupport and to 
chear, in ſuch a gloomy hour ||? 

Aſp. The righteouſneſs of CHRIS T.—Nothing is 
ſo ſovereign, to calm our fears, and remove all appre- 
henſions of the divine wrath. Apprehenſions of the 
divine wrath would draw the curtains of horror a- 
round our ſick beds, and throw upon our languiſhing 
eyc-lids the ſhadow of death J. But a beheving im- 
provement of CHRIST's ſatisfaction for our offen- 
ces, clears up the mournful ſcene, and fates away the 
ſting of tribulation. 

Attending to this great propitiation, the ſufferer 
ſees his ſins forgiven, and lis GO D reconciled. From 
whence he concludes, that the ſevereſt afflictions are 
only fatherly corrections ; ſhall not exceed his ability 
to bear; and ſhall aſſuredly obtain a gracious le. 
He can fetch comfort from that chearing word, I ww:/l 
be with him in trouble; and expect the accompliſhment 
of that moſt confolatory promiſe, I will deliver him, 
and bring him ts honour ++, — Theſe ſupports have ena- 
bled the ſaints, to kiſs the rod, and bleſs the hand, 
which chaſtiſed them; to poſſeſs their ſouls, not in 

atience only, but in thankfulnefs alſo. While they 
how locked inward, and diſcerned their abſolute need 
of theſe bitter but ſalutary medicines ; have /ooked up- 
ward, and beheld the cup in a moſt wife and tender 
PHYSICIAN's hand; have /ooted forward, with 
a joyful hope, to that better world; where G OD 
will wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there 
ſhall be no more forrow, nor atty more pain. 
' Ther. The laſt occaſion of need is the trying hour 
of death, and the tremendous day of judgment. Will 
this righteouſneſs carry us, with ſafety, through the 
darkſome valley, and preſent us, with acceptance, at 
the dreadful tribunal ? 

Aſp. It will ; it will. —This ſilences all the curſes of 
the law, and diſarms death of every terror. To be- 
lieve in this righteouſneſs, is to meet death at our 
SAVIOUR's ſide; or rather, like good old Simeon, 
with the SAVIOUR in our arms.—They overcame, 
ſays the beloved diſciple, they overcame the laſt ene- 
my, not by natural fortitude, or philoſophic reſolu- 
tion, but by the blood of the LAMB =}; by a belie- 
ving application of the victorious REDEEMER's 


merit. — 1 #now, adds the heroic apoſtle, whom I have. 


* If. xxxii. 17. + Hof. xiy. 8. f 2 Cor. i. 20. 


| The ſufficiency of CARIST's righteouſnefs, to anſwer | 


all theſe important and delightful ends, is excellently diſplayed 
in Mr RawLin's ſermons, on CHRIST the righteouſneſs of 
his people. In which the public have ſeen the grand and ami- 
able eſſentials of the goſpel, delivered in maſculine language ; 
defended by nervous reaſoning ; and animated with a lively de- 
votion. | | 

4 Alluding to that defcription of tribulation and anguiſh, 
which, I believe, no perſon of fenſibility can read without 


ſhuddering ; My face is foul with weeping, and on my eye-lids 


of death, Job xvi. 16. 
++ Pal, xci. 1 f. 


is the | 
== Rev. xii. 11, 


AND 
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believed * ; 1 am aſſured, that my FESUS is infinite 


ly faithful, and will not deſert me; that hi 
abſolutely ſuflicient, and cannot —.— — 1 5 K 
tore, with a holy bravery, he bids defiance to de on 
or rather, triumphs over it, as a vanquiſhed e . 
Thanks be to GO D who groeth us the victory throug] 

LORD JESUS CHRIST! Nay, this * 
the wonderful efficacy of 8 

* CHRIST's Propitiatio 

death is ours f; not our foe, but our friend and d 1. 
verer. We may number it among our treaturcs : — 
reſt ſatisfied, that 7o die, ig gain. — 

What? though our fleth ſee corruption; thou h 
this body, vile at preſent, be made viler ſtill, þ 
dwelling amidſt worms, and mouldering in the duſt? 
yet through H 15S righteouſneſs, who is the reſurree. 
tion and the lite, it ſhall thake off the dithonours 
the grave; it ſhall riſe to a new and illuſtrious {tate of 
exiſtence ; it ſhall be made like the glorious and immo 1 
body of our triumphant LOR D.—lf the body be 0 
refined, ſo exalted 3 what will be the dignity, wh. 
the perfection, of the ſoul? or rather, of ſou] and 
body both, when they are happily and indiſlolubl 
united, at the reſurrection of the juſt? — Shall th 4 
have any thing to fear, when the judgment is ſet 
and the books are opened? *Tis probable there 
will be no accuſation, *tis certain there is no condemn. 
nation, to them that are in CHRIST JESUS | 
Who ſhall lay any thing to their charge? 7; ;; 
GOD, — not man, or angel, or any creature, but 
G O D — that zuſtifies them. The G O D Whoſe 
law was broke, the GOD to whom vengeance he. 
longeth, he himſelf pronounces them innocent, he. 
cauſe their iniquities have been laid upon CHR 1S$T- 
he himſelf pronounces them 7rightecus, becauſe they 
are intereſted in the obedience of their R E. 
DEEMUER; on theſe accounts, he himſelf pro- 
nounces them bleed, and gives them an abundant en- 
trance into the joy of their LORD, 

But what can expreſs, or who can imagine their 
happineſs, when they take up their abode, in the pa- 
laces of heaven, amidſt the choirs of angels, aud un- 
der the light of G O D's countenance! when they 
poſſeſs the hope of righteouſneſs I; when they wear le 
crown of labial? ++ and receive that great, that 
eternal ſalvation, which is an adequate recompenſe for 
the humiliation and agonies of FESUS CHRIST 
the righteous =, 


args 


Come then, my dear Theron, let us henceforth be 
as branches, ingrafted into the heavenly VINE; de- 
rive all our ſap, all our moiſture, all our conſolation, 
from his fulneſs. Let us live upon our all-ſufficient 
REDEEMER, as the //raelites ſubſiſted on their man- 
na from heaven, and their waters from the rock, anc 
not wiſh for other, as we cannot poſlibly enjoy better 
tuſtenance. | 

Ther. Is this the meaning of our LO R D's exhor- 
tation, when he ſhews the neceſſity of eating his eb, 
and drinking his blood? 

Aſp. *Tis the very fame. A repeated and inceſſant 
application of our SA V EO U R*s merits, for all the 
purpoſes of piety and ſalvation, is the kernel of this 
nut, the meaning of this metaphor. — When we havi- 
tually advert to FESUS CHRIST, as dying for 
our ſins, and riſing again for our juſtification ; pel- 
forming all righteouſneſs, that we may be entitled to 
an eternal crown; and interceding in heaven, that 
we may be filled with all the fulneſs of G OD: then 
we eat his fleſh, and drink his blood: then we derive 
a life of ſolid comfort, and real godlineſs, from bis 
mediatorial offices; juſt as we derive the continuance 
of our natural life, from the daily uſe of alimentw} 
recruits. | | | 

+ 1 Cor. i. 22. 

4 Gal. v. 5 
— 1 John ii. 1. 


* 2 Tim. i. 2 # 
Rom. viii. 1. 
2 Tim. iv. 8. 


+ 1 Cor. xv. 57. | 


diſcourſe brings to my remembrance 
* . and 2 paſſage in ſcripture, 
— RTSTiö called TE SVN OF RIGHTEOUS- 
m— Your doftrine ſets the compariſon in a very 
light; gives it the utmoſt force, and 
he greateſt propriety. The righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 
d ling to your account, is as extenſively uſeful in 
orien life, as the beams of that grand luminary 
on in material nature.— The ſun fills the arr ; 
it diffuſcs light, and creates day.—The ſun penetrates 
er ba from whence it exhales vapours, and forms 
5 clouds. — In the vegetable creation, the ſun raiſes 
tha ſap, and protrudes the gems unfolds the leaves, 
= | paints the bloſſom; diſtends the fruit, and con- 
AT the juices. — Turn we to the animal world ; 
* ſun delights the cye, and gladdens che heart. It 
awakens millions of inſects into being; and imparts 
that general joy, which every ſenſible creature feels. 
Indeed there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. 
ſp. Thus the LORD FESUsS CHRIST, that 
true and only Sun of Righteouſneſs, ariſes on his people 
with healing in his wings * So various, ſo efficacious, 
and ſo extenſive are his influences. Like a ſun, he 
enlightens and enlivens ; like wings, he cheriſhes and 
rotects; like a remedy, he heals and reſtores : and 
all, by virtue of his righteouſneſs, on account of his 
riobteouſneſs,—Nor can we doubt, nor need we wonder, 
if we conlider its nature and its author. Its nature; it 
i conſummately excellent, has every kind, and every 
degree of perfection. Its author ; it is the righteouſ- 
nel and obedience of that incomparable PERSON, 1n 


whom dzvells all the fulneſs of the GO DHEA. 


Mal. iv. 2. 


„Ess. 
advantageous 


D FALOOUL 
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XVII. 


It muſt therefore, — you will permit me to ſum u 
in a word, what has been diſplayed at Jarge,—it mu 
be fully anſwerable to the demands of the lau, even 
in its higheſt purity, and utmoſt exactneſs.—It is in. 
finitely Tiperioe to the demer:t of fin, and entirely ab- 
ſolves from all guilt, entirely exempts from all con- 
demnation.,—lt is a moſt valid and never-failing plea, 
againſt the accuſations of Satan, and the challenges of 
conſcience. — It eſtabliſhes an undoubted tie to eve 
bleſſing, whether in time or in eternity, whether of 
grace or of glory. — It is a ſure ſupport for the Chri- 
ſtian, in an hour of deſertion, and in the agonies of 
death, Caſting anchor on this bottom, he may diſ- 
miſs every fear, and ride out every ſtorm. Leaning 
upon this ſtaff, he may go down to the repoſe of the 
grave; and neither be appalled at the ſolemn harbin- 
gers of diſſolution, nor terrified at its far more awful 
conſequences. — The merit of this righteouſneſs, and 
the power of its DIVINE AUTH OR, will un- 
ſeal the tomb; will bring forth the {ſleeping duſt from 
the chambers of putrefaction ; and build up the whole 
man into immortality and glory. By this he will be 
preſented without ſpot * ; preſented faultleſs ; yea, 
be preſented perfect f, and with exceeding joy, before 
the throne. 

What a gift then is the ri day. ns of CHRIST! 
— Bleſſed be GOD, for all the indulgent diſpenſations 
of Providence! Bleſſed be GOD, for all the bene- 
ficial productions of nature! But above all, bleſſed be 
G OD, for the tranſcendent and unſpeakable gift of 
CHRIST,— for the unſearchable and infinite trea- 
ſures of HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
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* Eph, v. 27. 4 Jude 24, t Col. i. 28. 
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SHEWING THE REASON or THEIR BEING NOW PRINTED. 


J marvel, that ye are ſo ſoon removed from him that called you into the grace of 
Chriſt, unto another goſpel : which 1s not another ; but there be ſome that trouble 
you, and would pervert the goſpel of Chriſt. Gal. i. 6. 7. n 
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HE following letters were written by p7 ſome remarks which that gentleman had made on 
late brother, in anſwer to a piece, which reading Theron and Aſpaſtio. When my brother had 
was firſt ſent him from the Rev. Mr John read it over, he thought it beſt to be ſilent, as it con” 
naar, by way of private letter, containing tained nothing which could materially affect his judg- 


MR W. 


: rd to the work it cenſured : for this rea- 
2 „ for peace ſake, he laid it by him un- 
inſwered.— Mr Weſley then publiſhed a pamphlet, 
which he entitled, A preſervative againſt unſettled no- 
ions in religion; in which he printed the above-men- 

f ter. | 
l brother looked upon as a ſummons to the 
har of the Public; and upon this occaſion, in a letter 
to a friend, dated June 23. 1758, writes as follows. 

« My dear friend, 

little thought, when I put Mr Weſ/ley's manu- 

« {cript into your hand, that I ſhould fee it in print fo 
« ſoon. I took very little notice of it, and let it he 
by me ſeveral months, without giving it an atten- 
« tiveconſideration . It ſcemedto me ſo palpably weak, 
dealing only in poſitive aſſertions and poſitive denials, 
« that 1 could not imagine he would adventure it into 
« the world, without very great alterations. But 
« it is now come abroad, juſt as you received it, in a 
« two ſhillings pamphlet, entitled, A preſervative againſt 


« unſettled notions in religion. Of this pamphlet what 


« he has wrote againſt me, makes only a ſmall part. 
« Now then the queſtion is, Whether I ſhall attempt to 
« anſwer it ? Give me your opinion, as you have gi- 
« yen me your aſſiſtance; and may the Father of mer- 
« cies give you an increaſe of knowledge and utter- 
« ance, of peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt,” ] 

Between this and the October following, my brother 
began the letters contained in this volume, of which 
he thus ſpeaks in another letter to his friend, dated 
Oftober 24. 1758. 

„My dear friend, 

« Let me repeat my thanks for the trouble you 
« have taken, and for the aſſiſtance you have given 
« me, in relation to my controverſy with Mr Weſ/ley. 
« He is ſo unfair in his quotations, and ſo magiſterial 
jn his manner, that I find it no ſmall difficulty, to 
« preſerve the decency of the gentleman, and the 
« meekneſs of the Chriſtian, in my intended anſwer. 


« May our divine Maſter aid me in both theſe inſtances, 
« or elſe not ſuffer me to write at all.” ] 


When, in the December following, I was ſent for to 


Weſton, in the very laſt period of my brother's long ill - 


neſs, —I aſked him (the evening before he died) “ what 


“ he would have done with the letters to Mr Weſley, 
« whether he would have them publiſhed after his 
« death!” He anſwered “ By no means, becauſe he 
had only tranſcribed about half of them fair for the 


* preſs; but as the corrections and alterations of the 


* Aftcrwards he read it again, and gave it, what he calls, in 
the beginning of the firſt letter, “ a careful peruſal,” 
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latter part were moſtly in ſhort-hand, it would be 
difficult to underſtand them, eſpecially as ſome of 
the ſhort-hand was entirely his own, and others 
could not make it out; therefore,“ he ſaid, © as it is 
not a finiſhed piece, I deſire you will think no more 
about it.“ 

As theſe were his laſt orders concerning theſe let- 
ters, I thought it right to obey them; and therefore I 
withſtood the repeated ſolicitations of many of his 
friends, who wanted to have them printed; allegingthe 
ſervice they might be of to allay the groundleſs prejudi- 
ces, which the Preſervative might occaſion in the minds 
of many, againſt my brother's other writings, as well as 
the utility of them in general, as they contained ſo 
maſterly a defence of * the truth as it is in FESUS,” 

But, notwithitanding the regard J had tor the per- 
ſons who ſolicited the publication, I could not be per- 
ſuaded to print the letters; and they never had ap- 
peared in public with my conſent, had not a ſurre 
titious edition of them lately made its way from the 
preſs, and was I not under a firm perſuaſion that will 
be tollowed by more. 

As this 1s the caſe, I think it my duty to the me- 
mory of my late brother, to ſend forth as correct an 
edition as I poſſibly can; for as to that which has ap- 
peared (from what editor I know not), it is ſo faulty 
and incorrect, that but little judgment can be formed 
from it, of the propriety and force of my brother's 
anſwers to Mr We/ley. 

As to the unfairneſs of publiſhing my brother's let- 
ters without my conſent, and the injuſtice to his me- 
mory, in {ending ſo mangled a performance out under 
his name, they are too apparent to need any proof : 
and though the editor, as I have been informed, gave 
away the whole impreſlion, ſo that it is plain, lucre 
was not the motive of his proceeding, and I would 
charitably hope he did it with a view of benefiting his 
readers; yet it is ſo like doing evil that grod may come, 
as, in my opinion, to be quite unjuſtifizble. 

However, as the only way now left to remedy in 
ſome ſort what has been done, and to prevent a fur- 
ther impolition on the public, from worſe motives 
than actuated this publiſher, I have called a friend to 
my aſſiſtance; and, by this means, preſent the reader 
with as perfect a copy of theſe letters, as can poſſibly 
be made out from the original manuſcript now in my 
hands. 

That the reader may judge more clearly of the ſtate 
of the controverſy between my late brother and Mr 
Weſley, J have thought it right to ſubjoin Mr We/ley's 
letter, word for word, as it ſtands in the Preſervative. 
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A LETTER to the Rev. Mr —. 


DEAA Sig, Oct. 15. 17 56. 
A Conſiderable time ſince I ſent you a few haſty 
thoughts which occurred to me on reading the 
dialogues between Theron and Aſpaſio. I have not been 
favoured with any anſwer. Yet, upon another and a 
more careful peruſal of them, I could not but ſet 
down ſome obvious reflections, which 1 would rather 
mo I before thoſe dialogues were pu- 
iſhed. ü 


Ix the firſt dialogue there are ſeveral juſt and ſtrong 
2 which may be of uſe to every ſerious 
ader. 


In the ſecond, is not the deſcription often 
Wo laboured, the language too. ſtiff, and affected ? 
Yet the reflections on the creation (in the 125th'and 
following pages,) make 'abundant amends for this. 
(l cite the pages according to the Dublin edition, ha- 
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ving wrote the rough draught of what follows, in 
Ireland &. | © be | 

P. 128. Is juſtification more or leſs, than Gop's par- 
doning and accepting a ſinner through the merits of 
Chriſt? That G o p herein © reckons the 22 
and obedience which Chriſt performed as our own ;” 
allow, if by that ambiguous expreſſion, you mean on- 
ly, as you here explain it yourſelf, they are as effec · 
tual for obtaining our ſalvation, as if they were our own 
perſonal qualifications.” P. 128. | 


The pages in this edition refer to thoſe of T HER ON 
and A8PAS1o, inſerted in the preceding part of this worx, 
And the reader, by comparing the quotations with Mr Her- 
vey's own words, will eaſily ſee, that Mr Ze/ley has, in moſt 
caſes, quoted very unfairly, ” 
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P. 129. Ware not ſolicitous, as to any particular 
ſet of phraſes. Only let men be humbled, as repent- 
ing criminals, at CHriſt's feet; let them rely, as devo- 
— penſioners, on his merits; and they are undoubted- 
ly in the way to a bliſstul im mortality.“ Then for 
Chriſt's ſake, and for the ſake of the immortal ſouls 
which he has purchaſed with his blood, do not diſpute 
for that particular phraſe, the imputed righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt. It is not ſcriptural; it is not neceffary. Men 
who ſcruple to ule, men who never heard the expreſ- 
ſion, may yet © be humbled, as repenting criminals, at 
his feet, and rely, as devoted penſioners, on his merits.” 
But it has done unmenſe hurt. I have had abundant 
proof, that the frequent ufr of this unneceſſary phraſe, 
inſtexd of“ furthering mens progreſs in vital holineſs,” 
has made them fatished without any holineſs at all; 
yen and encouraged them to work all uncleanneſs with 
greedineſs, 

hid.“ To aſcribe pardon to Chriſt's paſſive, eter- 


nal life to his active righteouſneſs, is fanciful rather 


than judicious. His univerſal obedience, from his 
birth to his death, is the one foundation of my hope.” 

Tins is unqueſtionably right. But if it be, there is 
no manner ot need, to make the imputation of his 
active righteouſneſs, a ſeparate and laboured head of 
diſcourſe. O that you had been content with this 
plain ſcriptural account, and ſpared ſome of the dia- 
logues and letters that follow! 

Tur third and fourth dialogues contain an admi- 
rable illuſtration and confirmation of the great doctrine 
of Chriſt's ſatisfaction. Yet even here I obſerve a few 
paſſages, which are liable to ſome exception. 

P. 132. © SATISFACTION was made to the divine 
law.” I do not remember any ſuch expreſſion in 
ſcripture, This way of ſpeaking of the law as a per/on 
injured and to be ſatisfied, ſeems hardly defenſible. 

P. 137. Tax death of Chriſt procured the pardon 
and acceptance of believers, even before he came in the 
fleſh.” Yea, and ever ſince. In this we all agree. 
And why ſhould we contend for any thing more ? 

P. 151. ArL the benefits of the new covenant 
are the purchaſe of his blood.” Surely they are. And 
after this has been fully proved, where is the need, 
where is the uſe, of contending ſo ſtrenuouſly, for 
the imputation of his righteouſneſs, as is done in the 
fifth and ſixth dialogues ? 

P. 151. Ir he was our ſubſtitute as to ena! ſuffer- 
ings, why not as to juſtifying obedience? 

Tax former is expreſely afferted in ſcripture. The 
latter is not exprelsly afſerted there. 7 

P. 158.“ As fin and miſery have abounded through 
the firſt Adam, mercy and grace have much more abound- 
ed through the ſecond. So that none can have any 
reaſon to complain.” No, not if the ſecond Adam 
died for all. - Otherwiſe all for whom he did not die, 
have great reaſon to complain. For they inevitably 

fall by the firſt Adam, without any help from the ſe- 
cond. | 

Thid. * T nxt whole world of believers” is an ex- 
preſſion which never occurs in ſcripture ; nor has it 
any countenance there: the world in the inſpired 
writings being conſtantly taken either in an univerſal 
or in a bad ſenſe ; either for the whole of mankind, or 
for that part of them who know not GO p. 

P. 159. In the LoxD ſhall all the houſe of Iſrael be 
ju/tified.” It ought unqueſtionably to be rendered, 
& by or through the Loxp :” this argument therefore 

roves nothing. © Te are complete in him.” The words 
Fiterally rendered are, Te are filled with him. And 
the whole paſſage, as any unprejudiced reader may 
obſerve, relates to ſanctification, not juſtification. 

bid.“ THE x are accepted for Chriſt's /ate ; this 
15 juſtification — 4 imputed righteouſneſs.” That re- 
mains to be proved. Many allow the former, who 
cannot allow the latter. 
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P. 159. Theron.“ IS EE no occaſion for ſuc 
tinctions and metaphyſical ſubtilties. 

Aſp. You oblige us to make uſe of them, by co 
founding theſe very different ideas, that is, 222 
active and paſſive righteoufneſs.“ „ 

I answER, We do not confaund theſe: but neither do 
we ſeparate them. Nor have we any authority from 
ſcripture, for either thinking or ſpeaking of one ſen. 
rate from the other. And this whole debate on one 
of them ſeparate from the other, is a mere metaphyſi. 
cal ſubtilty. 2 

Ibid. « Tur righteouſneſs which juſtifies us, js 
already wrought gut. A crude, unſcriptural expreſ. 
tion! < It was et on foot, carried on, completed. 
vain philoſophy! The plain truth is, Chri/t lived and 
taſled death for every man; and through the merits of 
his life and death, cvery bcliever is juſtified. 

P. 160. WuotveR perverts fo * 2 doctrine 
ſhews he never believed.” Not ſo. They who turn 
back as a dog to the vomit, had once eſcaped the pollutions 
of the world by the knowledge of Chriſt. 

Ibid. * Tar goodnels of Gop leadeth to repen- 
tance.” This is unqueſtionably true. But the vice 
metaphyficel doctrine of imputed righteouſneſs, leads not 
to repentance, but to licentiouſneſs. 

Ibid. * Tax behever cannot but add to his faith 
works of righteouſneſs.” During his firſt love, this 1 
often true. But it is not true afterwards, as we 
know and feel by mclancholy experience. 

Ibid. WE no longer obey, in order to lay the 
foundation for our final acceptance.” No ; that foun- 
dation 1s already laid in the merits of Chriſt. Yet 
we obey, in order to our final acceptance thro” his me- 
rits. And in this ſenſe, by obeying we lay a good foun- 
dation, that we may attain eternal life. 

Ibid, * We eftabliſh the law: we provide for its 
honour, by the perfect obedience of Chri/t.” Can you 
poſhbly think, St Paul meant this? that ſuch a thought 
ever entered into his mind? The plain meaning is, We 
eſtabliſh both the true ſenſe, and the effectual practice 
of it : we provide for its being both underſtood and 
practiſed 1n its full extent. 

P. 161. © On thoſe who reject the atonement, juſt 
ſeverity.” Was it ever poſlible for them, not to re- 
ject it? If not, how is it juſt, to caſt them into a lake 
of fire, for not doing what it was impoſlible they 
ſhould do? Would it be juſt (make it your own caſe) to 
2 you into hell, for not touching heaven with your 

and * | 
bid.“ JusT1FICATION is complete the firſt moment 
we believe, and 1s incapable of augmentation,” 

Nor ſo: there may be as many degrees in the favour 
as in the image of Goo. "A | 

P. 170. © ST Paul often mentions @ righteouſneſs 
imputed : (Not a righteouſneſs ; never once; but fim- 
ply r:ghteouſneſs.) * What can this be, but the rigb- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt ?”” He tells you himſelf, Rom. iv. 6. 
To him that believeth on him that juſtifieth the ungodly, 
faith is imputed for righteouſneſs. “ Why is Chriſt ſtyled 
Fehovah our righteouſneſs ©” Becauſe we are both juſti- 
fied and lanRiked through him. | 

Ibid. “ My death, the cauſe of their forgiveneſs ; 
my righteouſnets, the ground of their acceptance.“ 

How does this agree with P. 129. To aſcribe par- 
don to Chriſt's * hy eternal life to his active righ- 
teouſneſs, is fanciful rather than judicious ?”” 

P. 171. HE commends ſuch kinds of beneficence 
only, as were exerciſed to a diſciple as ſuch.” Is not 
this a {lip of the pen? Will not our Lorp then com- 
mend, and reward eternally, all kinds of beneficence, 
provided they flowed from a principle of loving faith! 
Yea, that which was exerciſed to a Samaritan, 2 Jews 
a Turk, or an Heathen ? Even theſe I would not term 
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_* tranſient bubbles,” though they do not procure our 


juſtiſication. 
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cere, 
that 
leſs. 


the very inſtances wherein the righteouſneſs of a 

Chriſtian exceeds that of tl:e ſcribes and Phariſees, 
[bid, « H brings this ſpecious hypocrite to the 

teil.“ How does it appear, that he was an Þypocrite ? 

Our Lozv gives not the leaſt intimation of it, Sure- 

ly he loved him, not for his hypocriſy, but his fanceri- 
ſ 


be ver he loved the world, and therefore could not 
keep any of the commandments in their ſpiritual mean- 
ing. And the keeping of theſe is undoubtedly the 
way to, though not the cauſe of, eternal life. 

P. 173.“ By works his faith was made 2 ap- 

eared to be true.” No: the natural ſenſe of the 
word is, By the grace ſuperadded while he wrought 
thoſe works, his faith was literally made perfect. 

Ibid. « HE that doth righteouſneſs is righteous, ma- 
yifeſts the truth of his converſion.” Nay ; the plain 
meaning is, He alone ts truly righteous, whoſe faith 
worketh by love. TL 

hid.“ ST James ſpeaks of the juſtification of our 
ait h.“ Not unleſs you mean by that odd expreſſion, 
our faith being made perfedt : for ſo the apoltle explains 
his own meaning. Perhaps the word uſtihed is once 
uſed by St Paul for manifeſted. But that does not 

rove, it is to be ſo underſtood here. 

bid. Wros0 doth theſe things ſhall never fall 
into total apoſtaſy.” How pleaſing is this to fleſh and 
blood! But David ſays no ſuch thing. His meaning 
is, Whoſo doth theſe things to the end, /ball never fall 
into hell. | 

Taz ſeventh dialogue is full of important truths. 
Yet ſome expreſſions in it I can't commend, 

P. 177. OxE thing thou lackeſ?, the imputed righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt.“ You cannot think, this is the 
meaning of the text. Certainly the one hing our Lozp 
meant was, the love of Gop. This was the thing he 
lacked, 

P. 179. © Is the obedience of Chriſt inſufficient to ac- 
compliſh our juſtification ?”? Rather I would aſk, Is the 
death of Chriſt inſufficient to purchaſe it? 

P. 180. Tux ſaints in glory aſcribe the whole of 
their ſalvation to the blood of the Lamb.” So do I: 
and yet I believe he © obtained for all a pgſibility of 
« ſalvation.” 

Ibid. « THE terms of acceptance for fallen man 
were a full ſatisfaftion to the divine juſtice, and a com- 
plete conformity to the divine law.” This you take for 
granted; but I cannot allow. _ 

Ius terms of acceptance for fallen man are repentance 
and faith, Repent ye, and believe the goſpel. 

Tb:d. * TukkxE are but two methods whereby any 
can be juſtified, either by a Yar, was obedience to the law, 
or becauſe Chriſt hath kept the law in our ſtead.” You 
thould ſay, „or by faith in Chriſt.” I then anſwer, 
This is true. And fallen man is juſtified, not by per- 
fedt obedience, but by faith. What Chriſt has done is 
the foundation of our juſtification, not the term or con- 
_ of it. | | 

the eighth dialogue likewiſe there are many great 
truths, — yet 3 liable to Aae of 

P. 187. & David GOD himſelf dignifies with the 
moſt exalted of all characters. Far, very far from it. 
We have more exalted characters than David's, both 
in the Old Teſtament and the New. Such are thoſe 
of Samuel, Daniel, yea and Fob, in the former ; of 
dt Paul and St John in the latter. 

Bur Gop ſtyles him à man after his own heart.” 
ö is is the text which has cauſed many to miſtake : 
2 want of conſidering, firſt, that this is ſaid of Da- 
| 4. . 2 reſpect, not with regard to his whole 
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character : Secondly, the time, at which it was ſpoken. 
When was Danid a man after God's own heart? When 
Gop found him following the ewes great with young, when 
he took him from the fheep-folds, Pal. Ixxviii. 71. It was 
in the 2d or zd year of Saul's reign, that Samuel ſaid 
to him, The Lo xD hath ſought him a man after his own 
heart, and hath commanded him to be captain over his 
people, 1 Sam. Xiii. L4- But was he a man after God's 
own heart all his life? or in all particulars ? So far from 
it, that we have few more exceptionable characters, 
among all the men of Gop recorded in ſcripture. 

P. 190. THERE 7s net a juſt man upon earth that 
finneth net.” Solomon might truly ſay fo, before Chri/? 
came. And St John might, after he came, ſay as truly, 
Whoſoever is born of G o D ſinneth not. © But in man 
things we offend all,” That St James does not ſpeak 
this of himſelf, or of real Chriſtians, will clearly ap- 
pear, to all who impartially conſider the context. 

THE ninth dialogue proves excellently well, that 
we cannot be juſtified by our works, 

Bor have you thoroughly conſidered the words 
which occur in the 192d page ? 

„O CaiLpxEN of Adam, you are no longer obliged, 
to love Gop with all your 14 nor your neighbour 
as yourſelves. Once indeed I inſiſted upon abſolute 
purity of heart: ow I can diſpenſe with ſome degrees 
of evil deſire. Since Chri/?” —has fulfilled the law for 
you, you need not fulfil it. I will connive at, yea 
accommodate my demands to your weakneſs.” 

I AGREE with you, that“ this doctrine makes the 
holy One of Go p a miniſter of ſin.” And is it not 
your own ? Is not this the very doctrine which you e- 
ſpouſe throughout your book x 

I canNoT but except to ſeveral paſſages alſo in the 
tenth dialogue. I aſk, firſt, 

P. 198. Dots the righteouſneſs of G op ever 
mean“ (as you affirm) * the merits of Chriſt ?”” I be- 
heve not once in all the ſcripture. It often means, 
and particularly in the epiſtle to the Romans, Go D's 
method of ſuſtifying ſinners. When therefore you ſay, 

Ibid. Tas 3 of Gop means, ſuch 
a righteouſneſs as may juſtly challenge his acc w 
I — allow it at all: and this cial mike muh 
needs lead you into many others. But I follow y 
Rep by ſtep. 

bid. IN order to entitle us to a reward, there 
muſt be an imputation of righteouſneſs.” There muſt 
be an intereſt in Chri/t. And then every man /hall ri 
ceive his bwn reward, according to his own labour. 

Ibid. * AREBEL may be forgiven, without being 
reſtored to the dignity of a ſon.” A rebel againſt an 
earthly king may; but not a rebel againſt GOD. In 
the very ſame moment that Gop forgives, we are the 
ſons of Gop. Therefore this is an idle diſpute. For 
pardon and acceptance, — they may be diſtinguiſed, 
cannot be divided. The wor of fo which you cite are 
wide of the queſtion. Thoſe of Solomon prove no more 
than this, (and who denies it ?), that juſtification im- 
plies both pardon and acceptance. 

P. 199. Grace * vV through rightebuſneſs unto 
eternal life; that is, The free love of God brings 
us, through juſtification and ſanctification, to glory. 
Ibid. “ That they may receive forgiveneſs, and @ let a- 
mong the ſanfified -”* that is, that they may receive 
pardon, holineſs, heaven. | 

Ibid. Is not the ſatisfaction made by the death of 
Chriſt, ſufficient to obtain both our full pardon * 
final happineſs ?” Unqueſtionably it is, and neither of 


the texts you cite proves the contrary. 


Ibid. *- IF it was requiſite for Chriſt to be bap- 


tized, much more to fulfil the moral law.? 

I CANNOT prove that either the one or the other 
was requiſite in order to his purchaſing. redemption for 
us. TORS TT 
Ibid. © B Y Chriſt's 


ſufferings alone, the law was 
Fr 


366 mne 


not ſatisfied,” Yes it was; for it required only the 
alternative, Obey or die. It required no man to obey 
and die too. If any man had perfectly obeyed, he 
would not have died. bid.“ Where ſcripture aſcribes 
the whole of our ſalvation to the death of Chri/?, a part 
of his humiliation is put for the whole.” I cannot al 
low this without ſome proof. He was obedrent unto 
death is no proof at all; as it does not neceſſarily im- 
ply any more, than that he died in obedience to the Fa- 
ther. In ſome texts there is a neceſſity of taking a 
part for the whole. But in theſe there is no ſuch ne- 
ceſity. 
2 200. CuRIsTH undertook to do every thing ne- 
ceſſary for our redemption ;*” namely, in a covenant 
made with the Father. Tis ſure, he did every thing 
neceſſary : but how does it appear, that he undertook 
this, before the foundation of the world, and that 
a poſitive covenant between him and the Father? 

Vo think this appears from four texts. 1. From 
that, Thou gaveſt them to me. Nay, when any believe, 
the Father gave them to Chriſt. But this proves no ſuch 
previous contract. 2. Gop hath laid upon him the ini- 
quities of us all. Neither does this prove any ſuch 
thing. 3. That expreſſion, The counſel of peace ſhall be 
between them, does not neceſſarily imply any more, 
than that both the Father and the Son would concur 
in the redemption of man. 4. According to the counſel 
of his vill, hat is, in the way or method he had 
choſen. Therefore neither any of theſe texts, nor all 
of them, prove what they were brought to prove. 
They do by no means prove, that there ever was any 
ſuch covenant made between the Father and the Son. 

P. 201. THE conditions of the covenant are re- 
corded. Lo, I come to do thy will.” Nay here is no 
mention of any covenant, nor any thing from which 


it can be inferred. © The recompenſe ſtipulated in 


this glorious treaty.” —But I ſee not one word of the 
treaty itſelf, Nor can I poſſibly allow the exiſtence of 
it without far other proof than this. bid.“ Another 
copy of this grand treaty is recorded 1/a:ah xlix. from 
the firſt to the ſixth verſe.” I have read them, but 
cannot find a word about it, in all thoſe verſes. They 


contain neither more nor leſs than a prediction of the 


ſalvation of the Gentzles. 
Ibid. By the covenant of works, man was 


bound to obey in his own perſon.” And ſo he is under 


the covenant of grace; though not in order to his 
juſtification. © The obedience of our Surety is accepted 
inſtead of or wn.” This is neither a ſafe nor aſcriptu- 
ral way of ſpeaking. I would ſimply ſay, e are accepted 
through the Beloved. We have redemption through his blood. 
bid.“ Tax ſecond covenant was not made with 
Adam, or any of his poſterity, but with Chriſt, in thoſe 
words, The ſced of the woman ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent*s 
head.” For any authority you have from theſe words, 
you might as well have ſaid, it was made with the Hol 
Ghoſt. Thefe words were not ſpoken to Chriſt, but of 
him, and give not the leaſt intimation of any ſuch co- 
venant as you plead for. They manifeſtly contain, if 
not a covenant made with, a promiſe made to Adam 
and all his poſterity. Five 

Ibid. CuRIST, we fee, undertook to execute 
the conditions.” We ſee no ſuch thing in this text. 
We ſec here only a promiſe of a Saviour, made by Gop 
to man. | | 
Ibid. © *Tis true, I cannot falfil the conditions.“ 
*Tis not true. The conditions of the new co- 
venant are, Repent and believe. And theſe you can 
fulfil, through Chriſt ſtrengthening you. is e- 


qually true, this is not required at my hands.” It is 


equally true, that 1s, abſolutely falſe, and moſt dan- 
gerouſly falle. If we allow this, Antinomianiſm comes 


in with a full tide. “ Chriſt has performed all that was 


conditionary for me.” Has he repented and believed for 


you? You endcavour to evade this by ſaying, He 
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erformed all that was conditionary in th 
Works This is nothing to the pltyoſe \ fer wan o 
not talking of that, but of the covenant of grace. N — 
he did not perform all that was conditionary in thi 4 
venant, unleſs he repented and believed. « But | 1 
did unſpeakably more.“ It may be ſo. But he did 
not do this. | 
P. 203.“ Bur if Chriſt's perfedt obedience be ou 
we have no more need of pardon than CH himſelf a 
The conſequence is good. You have ſtarted an oh;.. 
tion which you cannot anſwer. You ſay indeed, 1 
we do need pardon ; for in many things we offend * 
What then ? If his obedrence be ours, we ſtill ferfeftl 
. . y 
obey in him. 

Ibid. © Born the branches of the law, the 27. 
ceptive and the penal, in the cafe of guilt contracted 
mult be ſatisfied.” Not fo. * Chrift by his death à. 
lone, (ſo our church teaches) fully ſatisfied for the fin; 
of the whole world.” The fame great truth is mari. 
feltly taught in the z iſt article. Is it therefore fair 
is it honeſt, for any one to plead the articles of oy; 
church in defence of abſolute predeſtination ? Seein 
the 17th article barely defines the term, without eithe; 
affirming or denying the thing: whereas the 3 1ſt total. 
ly overthrows and razes it from the foundation, 

bid.“ BELIEVE Rs who are notorious tranſgreſ. 
fors in themſelves, have a ſinleſs obedience in Ch 
0 firen ſong! pleaſing ſound, to James Wheatley / 
Thomas Williams ! James Retley l 

I xxow not one ſentence in the eleventh dialor 
which is liable to exception: but that grand doctrine 
of Chriſtianity, original fin, is therein proved by ir. 
refragable arguments. 

TRE twelfth likewiſe is unexceptionable, and con- 
tains ſuch an illuſtration of the wiſdom of Gov, in 
the ſtructure of the human body, as I believe cannot 
be parallelled, in either ancient or modern writers, 

Tax former part of the thirteenth dialogue is ad- 
mirable. To the latter I have ſome objectin. 

P. 243. Elijah failed in his reſignation, and even 
Moſes ſpake unadviſedly with his lips.“ It is true: 
but if you could likewiſe fix ſome blot upon venerable 
Samuel and beloved Daniel, it would prove nothing. 
For no ſcripture teaches, that the holineſs of Chriſtians 
is to be meaſured by that of any Fer. 

Ibid. Do not the beſt of men frequently feel diſ- 
order in their affections? Do not they often complain, 
When I would do good, evil is preſent with ne? | be- 
lieve not. You and I are only able to anſwer for our- 
ſelves. © Do not they ſay, We groan being burthenes, 
—with the workings of inbred corruption ?” You 
know, this is not the meaning of the text. The whole 
context ſhews, the cauſe of that groaning was their 
longing to be with Chriſt, | | 

Ibid. * Tur cure” of fin “ will be perfected in 
heaven.” Nay ſurely, in paradiſe, if no ſooner. 
„This is a noble prerogative of the beatific viſion.” 
No: it would then come too hte. It fin remains in 
us till the day of judgment, it will remain for ever. 
Our preſent bleſſedneſs does not conſiſt in being fre: 
from ſin.” 1 really think it does. But whether it docs 
or no, if we are not free from fin, we are not Chriſtian 
believers. For to all theſe the apoſtle declares, Being 
made free from ſin, ye are become the ſervants of 11 he 
teouſneſs, Rom. vi. 18. | 

bid. Is we were perfect in piety (St John's word 
is, perfect in love), Chriſt's prieſtly office would be ſu- 
perſeded. No: we ſhould {till need his Spirit (and 
conſequently his interceſſion) for the continuance 
that love from moment to moment. Beſide, we ſhou 
ſtill be encompaſſed with infirmities, and liable to mi- 
takes; from which words or actions might follow, e. 
ven though the heart was all love, which were not 
exactly right. Therefore, in all theſe reſpects, we ſhould 
Kill have need of Chri/?'s prieſtly office: and therefore 


MA 
4s long as he remains in the body, the greateſt ſaint 
" ps. 6049 moment, Lox, I need 

The merit of thy death, 
The text cited from Exodus afferts nothing leſs than, 
that iniquity © cleaves to all our holy things till death,” 

[hid. «© Sin remains, that the righteouſneſs of faith 
may have its due honour.” And will the righteouſneſs 
of faith have its due honour no longer than ſin remains 
in us? Then it muſt remain, not only on earth and 
in paradiſe, but in heaven alſo—< And the fanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit its proper eſteem.” Would it not 
have more eſteem, if it were a perfect work? 

P. 244. Ir (ſin) will make us lowily in our own eyes.“ 
What, will pride make us lowly? Surely the utter 
geſtruction of pride would do this more effectually. 
hid.“ It will make us compaſſtonate.” Would not 
an entire renewal in the image of Gop make us 
much more ſo? © It will teach us to admire the riches 
of grace.” Yea, but a fuller experience of it, by a 
thorough ſanctification of ſpirit, ſoul, and body, will 
make us admire it more. © It will reconcile us to 
death.” Indeed it will not: nor will any thing do 
this, like perfect love. | 

[bid. * Ir will endear the blood and interceſſion 
of Chriſt.” Nay, thele can never be ſo dear to any, 
as to thoſe who experience their full virtue, who are 
filled with the fulneſs of Gop. Nor can any “ feel 
their continual need” of Chriſt, or “ rely on him,“ 
in the manner which theſe do. 

DialoGUE 14. P. 246. Tn ex claims of the 
hw are all anſwered.” If fo, Count Zinzendorf is ab- 
ſolutely in the right: neither Go p nor man can claim 
my obedience to it. Is not this Antinomianiſm with- 
out a maſk? - | 

P. 247. © Your ins are expiated through the 
death of Chriſt, and a righteouſneſs given you, by which 

ou have free acceſs to GOD.“ This is not ſcriptural 
—. I would ſimply ſay, By him we have acceſs 
to the Father. 

THzRE are many other expreſſions in this dialogue, 
to which 1 have the ſame objection, namely, 1. That 
they are unſcriptural ; 2. That they directly lead to 
Antinomianiſm. 

Tx E firſt letter contains ſome very uſeful heads of 
ſelf-examination. In the ſecond, 

P. 255, 6. I READ, © There is @ righteouſnefs which 
ſupplies all that the creature needs. 'To prove this 
momentous point, is the deſign of the following ſheets.” 

[ xavsz ſeen ſuch terrible effects of this unſcriptu- 
ral way of ſpeaking, even on thoſe who had once clean 
eſcaped from the pollutions of the world, that I cannot 


but earneſtly wiſh, you would ſpeak no otherwiſe than 


do the oracles of Gop. Certainly this mode of ex- 


pręſſion is not momentous. It is always dangerous, often 
fatal. 


LETTER III. p. 256. © Where fin abounded, grace did 


much more abound : that as fin had reigned unto death, 

Jo might grace—the free love of GO D reign through 
_ r1ghteouſneſs, through our juſtification and ſanctifica- 
tion, wnto eternal life, Rom. v. 20. 21. This is the 
plain natural meaning of the words. It does not ap- 
pear, that one word is ſpoken here about imputed righ» 
teouſneſs : neither in the paſſages cited in the next page, 
from the common - prayer and the article. In the ho- 
mily likewiſe that phraſe is not found at all, and the 
main ſtreſs is laid on Chriſt's ſhedding his blood. Nor 
1s the end; y (concerning the thing there is no que- 
ſtion) found in any part of the homilies. 

P. 258. « Ix the fathers are not explicit with regard 
to the imputation of active righteouſneſs, they abound 
in paſſages which evince the ſubſtitution of Chriſt in 
our ſtead : paſſages which diſclaim all dependence on 
any duties of our own, and fix our hopes wholly on 
the merits of our Saviour. When this is the caſe, lam 
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very little ſolicitous about any particular forms of ex- 


Prelſiun.“ O lay aſide then thoſe queſtionable, danger- 
ous forms, and keep cloſely to the ſcriptural. 

LETTER IV. p. 259. © The authority of our church 
and of thoſe eminent divines,”” does not touch thoſe 
particular forms of expreſſion : neither do any of the 
texts which you afterward cite. As to the doctrine 
we are * : 1 5 1 

Ibid. THE righteouſneſs of GOD ifies, the 
righteouſneſs AN. 4s jo A 2k P ut. Nd. 
It ſignifies Go p's method of juſtiſing ſinners. 

P. 260. TEE victims figured the eæpiation by Chri/t's 
death, the cloathing with ſkins, the imputation of his 
righteouſneſs.” That does not appear. Did not the 
one rather figure our juſtification, the other, our 
ſanctification? 

Ibid. ALMosT every text quoted in this and the 
following letter, in ſupport of that particular form of 
expreſſion, is diſtorted above meaſure from the plain, 
obvious meaning, which is pointed out by the context. 
I ſhall inſtance in a few, and juſt ſet down their true 
meaning, without any farther remarks. 

Ibid. To fhew unto man his uprightneſs. To con- 
vince him of Gop's juſtice, in ſo puniſhing him. 

P. 261. HE Hall receive the 2 —pardon—from 
the Lo RD, and — — 
of his ſalvation, the Gop who ſaveth 
the guilt and from the power of ſin. 

Ibid. I wiLL make mention of thy righteouſneſs only. 
Of thy mercy. So the word frequently means in the Old 
Teſtament. So it unqueſtionably means in that text, 
In (or by) thy righteouſneſs ſhall they be exalted. 

P. 262. Zion ſhall be redeemed with judgment—after 
ſevere puniſhment—and her converts with righteouſneſs 
—with the tender mercy of God, following that pu- 
niſhment. | 

Ibid. In (or through) the LoD I have righteouſneſs 
and ſtrength, juſtification and ſanctification. P. 69. 
He hath clothed me with the garments of ſalvation, — ſa- 
ved me from the guilt and power of ſin: both of 
which are again expreſſed by, He hath covered me with 
the robe of righteouſneſs. X 

Ibid. My righteouſneſs — my mercy — ſhall not be 
abolijhed. 

P. 263. To make reconciliation for iniquity—to atone 
for all our ſins, ard to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, 
ſpotleſs holineſs into our ſouls. And this righteouſ- 
neſs is not human, but divine. It is the gift and the 
work of Gop. 

Ibid. TuE Lord our righteouſneſs — The author 
both of our juſtification and ſanctification. 

P. 266. Wyar righteouſneſs ſhall give us peace at 
the laſt day, inherent or imputed ?” Both. Chri/# 
died for us and lives in us, that we may have boldneſs 
in the day of judgment. 

LETTER V. p. 267. 


rom the Gop 


im both from 


That have obtained like precious 


faith through the righteouſneſs — the mercy — of our 


LorD. Seek ye the kingdom of Gop and his righteouſ- 
neſs —the holineſs which ſprings from G o p reigning 
in you. 
| Thi. THEREIN ir revealed the righteouſneſs of G OD 
ob's method of juſtitying finners. | 
P. 268. Ws eſtabliſh the law, as we expect no 

ſalvation without a perfect conformity to it—namely, 
by Chriſt.” Is not this a mere quibble? and a quibble, 
which, after all the laboured evaſions of Wit/fius and a 
thouſand more, does totally make void the law? But 
not ſo does St Paul teach. According to him, With- 
out » holineſs, perſonal holineſs, nv man ſhall ſee the 
LoxD. None who is not himſelf conformed to the 
law of Go p here, ſhall ſee the Lo xp in glory. 

- Tx1s is the grand, palpable objection to that whole 
ſcheme. It directly mates void the law. It makes 
thouſands content to live and die tranſgreſſors of the 
law, becauſe Chriſt fulhlled it for them. Therefore, 
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though I believe, he hath Iived and died for me, yet l 
would ſpeak very tenderly and ſparingly of the for- 


mer, (and never, ſeparately from the latter), even as ſturgeon,” p. 299. Are not ſuch. obſervation 


ſparingly as do the ſcriptures, for fear of this dread- 
tul conſequence. 

P. 268. Tut gift of righteouſneſs muſt ſignify a righ- 
teouſneſs not their own.” Yes, it ſignifies the righ- 
teouſneſs or holineſs, which G o Þ gives to and works 
in them. : 

P. 269. Tux obedience of one is Chriſt's actual per- 
formance of the whole law.” So here his paſſion is 
fairly left out! Whereas his becoming obedient unto 
death, that is, dying for man, is certainly the chief 
part,if not the whole which is meant by that expreſſion. 

Ibid. * THAT the righteouſneſs of the law might be 
fulfilled in us — That is, by our repreſentative in our 
nature. Amazing! But this, you ſay, „agrees with 

the tenor of the apoſtle's arguing. For he is demon- 
ſtrating we cannot be juſtified by our own conformity 
to the law.” No: not here. He is not ſpeaking 
here of the cauſe of our juſtzfication, but the fruzts of 
it. Therefore that unnatural ſenſe of his words does 
not at all agree with the tenor of his arguing.” 

Ibid, © L TOTALLY deny the criticiſm on u 
and ue, and cannot conceive on what authority it 
is founded. O how deep an averſion to inward hoh- 
nefs does this ſcheme naturally create ? 

P. 270. THe righteouſneſs they attained could 
not be any perſonal righteouſneſs.” Certainly it was. 
It was implanted as well as imputed. 

bid. Fox inſtruthion in righteouſneſs, in the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt.” Was there ever ſuch a comment 
before? The plain meaning is, For training up in bo- 
lineſs of heart and of life. 

P. 271. He ſhall convince the world of righteouſneſs — 
That I am not a ſinner, but innocent and holy. 

Ibid. * THAT we might be made the righteouſneſs of 
Gop in him. Not intrinſically, but imputatively.“ 
Both the one and the other. Go p, through him, En 
accounts and then makes us righteous. Accordingly, 

P. 272. Tat righteouſneſs which rs of Gop by faith, 
is both imputed and inherent. | 

P. 273. Mr faith fixes on both the meritorious life 
and atoning death of Chriſt.” Here we clearly agree. 

Hold then to this, and never talk of the former with- 
out the latter. If you do, you cannot ſay, Here 
we are expoſed to no hazard.” Yes, you are to an 
excecding great one ; even the hazard of living and 
dying without holineſs. And then we are loſt for 
ever. 

Tux ſixth letter contains an admirable account of 
the earth and its atmoſphere, and comprizes abun- 
dance of ſenſe in a narrow compaſs, and expreſſed in 
beautiful language. 

P. 279. GEM S have * a feat on the virtuous fair 
one's breaſt.” I cannot reconcile this with St Paul. 
He ſays, Not with pearls : by a parity of reaſon, not 
with diamonds. But in all things I perceive, you are 
too favourable, both to the deſire of the fleſh and the 
deſire of the eye. You are a gentle caſuiſt as to every 
ſelf-indulgence which a plentiful fortune can furniſh. 

a P. 280, 1. On Saviour's obedience —O fay, with 
the 
We ſwarm with Antinomians en every ſide. Why 
are you at ſuch pains to mcreafe their number? 

P. 284. My mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy righteouſneſs and 
thy ſalvution.— Thy mercy which brings my ſalvation. 

Tux eighth letter is an excellent deſcription of the 
ſupreme greatneſs of Chriſt. I do not obſerve one 
ſentence in it, which I cannot chearfully ſubſcribe to. 

Tur, ninth letter, containing a deſcriptions of the 
ſea, with various inferences deduced therefrom, is like- 
wiſe a maſter - piece, for Ar of ſentiment, as well as 
beauty of language. doubt whether < mere 
Hrimps, P. 298. be not too low an expreſſion; and 

whether you might not as well have ſaid nothing of 
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good old Puritans, our Saviour's death or merits. vill 
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% cod, the ſtanding of Lent /* or 
« the exquilite rclith of furbot, or the deli 


ciouſneſs of. 


wa $ be 
the dignity of a miniſter of Crit? I have the _ 


doubt concerning what is ſaid (p. 303, 4.) of * geh 

ly-flavoured tea, 2 3 the i 
bowl, the pyramid of Italian figs, and the r 
of Aleppo.” Beſide that the mentioning te in ſuch 
a manner is a ſtrong encouragement of luxury and ſen- 
ſuality. And does the world need this? the Eneliſh 
in particular !—9S: non inſaniunt ſatis ſua ſponte, in, 


LETTER 10. P. 306.“ Thoſe treaſures which lng 
from the imputation of Chri/?'s righteouſneſs.” Not 2 


word of his atoning blood? Why do ſo many men loye 
to ſpeak of his righteouſneſs, rather than his atone- 
ment? I fear, becauſe it affords a fairer excuſe for 
their own unrighteouſneſs. To cut off this, is it not 
better to mentions both together? at leaſt never to 
name the former without the latter ? 


P. 310.“ FaiTH is a perſuaſion that Chri/? has ſhea 
his blood for me, and fulfilled all righteouſneſs in ny 
ſtead.” I can by no means ſubſcribe to this definition. 
There are hundreds, yea thouſands of true believers 
who never once thought, one way or the other, of 
Chriſ”s fulfilling all righteouſneſs in their ſtead. 1 per. 
ſonally know many who to this very hour have no 
idea of it; and yet have each of them a divine evi. 
dence and conviction, Chriſt loved me, and gave himſelf 
for me. This is St Paul's account of faith: and it is 
{uflicient. He that hu believes, is juſtified, 

[bid. © Ix is a ſure means of purifying the heart, 
and never fails to work by love.” It furely puriſies the 
heart—it we abide in it; but not if we draw back 10 
perdition. It never fails to work by love, while it con- 
_ but if itſelf fail, farewell both love and good 
works. 

« FaiTH is the hand which receives all that is laid 
up in Chriſt.” Conſequently, if we make ſhipwreck of 
the faith, how much ſo ever is laid up in Chriſt, from 
that hour we receive nothing. | IL 

LETTER II. P. 311. © Parr in the imputed righ- 
tebuſneſs of Chriſt, is a fundamental principle in the 
goſpel.” If ſo, what becomes of all thoſe who think 
nothing about imputed righteouſneſs * How many who 
are full of faith and love, if this be true, muſt periſh 
everlaſtingly ? | 

P. 314. TV hands muſt urge the way of the 
deadly weapan, through the ſhivering fleſh, till it be 
plunged in the throbbing heart.“ Are not thele de - 
{criptions far too ſtrong! may they not occaſion un- 
profitable reaſonings in many readers: 


Ne puerum coram populo Medea tructdet. 


Ibid. “ How can he juſttfy it to the world? Not 
at all. Can this then ju/t:fy his faith to the world 

P. 316.“ You take the certain way to obtain com- 
fort; the righteouſneſs. of Jeſus Chriſt,” What, with- 
out the atonement ? Strange fondneſs for an unſcrip- 
tural, dangerous mode of 94 ,-a82 | 
bid. © So the merits of Chr are derived to all 
the faithful.” Rather the fruits of the Spirit; which 
are likewiſe plainly typified by the oil in Zechurialis 


on. | 

P. 337. © Has the law any demand? It muſt go to 
him for ſatisfaction. 8 fe, „Thou ſhalt love thy 
neighbour as thyſelf.” Then I am not obliged to love 
my neighbour. Chri/t has ſatisfied the demand of the 
hw for me. Is not this the very quinteſſence of Anti- 
nomianiſm ? 

P. 318. Fx x righteouſneſs wrought out by Je 
Chriſt, is 2 out for all his people, to be th? 
cauje of their juſtiſication, and the purchaſe of their fal- 
vation. The righteouſneſs is the cauſe, the purchaſe. 
8o the death of Chrift is not fo much as named! For 
all his people.” But what becomes of all other people * 
They muſs inevitably periſh for ever. The die was calt, 
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or ever they were in being. The doctrine to paſs 
them by, has | 


Conſign'd their unborn ſouls to hell, 
And damn'd them from their mother's womb ! 


M R 


could ſooner be a Turk, a Deiſt, yea an Atheiſt, than 
could believe this. It is Jeſs abſurd to deny the very 
being of God, than to make him an almighty tyrant. 

P. 319. © Tur whole world and all its ſeaſons, are 
rich with our Creator's goodneſs. His tender 1ner- 
cies are over all his works.” Are they over the bulk 
of mankind? Where is his goodneſs to the non- 
elect? How are his tender mercies over hem? © His 
temporal bleſſings are given fo them.” But are they 
to them bleſſings at all? Are they not all curſes? Does 
not Gop h they are? that they will only increaſe 
their damnation ? Does not he defign they ſhould ? And 
this you call goodneſs / this is tender mercy / 

P. 320. May we not diſcern pregnant proofs of 

oodneſs, in each individual object?“ No; on your 
ſcheme, not a ſpark of it, in this world or the next, to 
the far greater part of the work of his own hands ! 

P. 324. Is Gop a generous benefactor to the 
meaneſt animals, to the loweſt reptiles? And will he 
deny my friend what is neceſſary to his preſent com- 
fort, and his final acceptance?“ Yea, will he deny it 
to any ſoul that he has made? Would you deny it to 
any, if it were in your power? 


But if you /ov*d whom Gop abhorr'd, 
The ſervant were above his LORD. 


P. 325. THE wedding-garment here means holineſs. 

bid.“ Tuis is his tender complaint, They wr/l not 
tome unto me!“ Nay, that is not the caſe; they can- 
mt, He himſelf has decreed, not to give them that 

ace without which their coming is impoſſible 

P. 326. © Tur grand end which Gop propoſes in all 
his favourable diſpenſations to fallen man, is to demon- 
ſtrate the ſovereignty of his grace.“ Not ſo : to impart 
happineſs to his creatures, is his grand end herein. 
« Barely to demonſtrate his ſovereignty,” is a principle 
of action fit for the great Turk, not the moſt high Go. 

[bid, © Go p hath pleaſure in the proſperity of his 
ſervants. He 1s a boundleſs ocean of good.” Nay, 
that ocean is far from boundleſs, if it wholly paſſes by 
nine-tenths of mankind. | 

Ibid.“ Y ov cannot ſuppoſe Gop would enter in- 
to a freſh covenant with a rebel.” I both ſuppoſe and 
know he did. Gop made the new covenant with 
Chriſt, and charged him with the performance of the 
conditions.” I deny both theſe aftertions, which are 
the central point wherein Calviniſm and Antinomia- 
niſm meet. I have made a covenant with my choſen,” 
—Namely, with David my ſervant. So Gop himſelf 
explains it. 4 

P. 332. < Hr will waſh you in the blood which at- 
ones, and inveſt you with the righteouſneſs which ju- 
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ſtifies.” Why ſhould you thus continually put aſun- 
der, what Gop has joined ? 

P. 360. « Gop himſelf at the laſt day pronounces 
them righteous, becauſe they are intereſted in the o- 
bedience of the Redeemer,” Rather, becauſe they 
are waſhed in his blood, and renewed by his Spirit. 


Urox the whole, I cannot but wiſh, that the plan 
of theſe dialogues had been executed in a different 
manner. Moit of the grand truths of Chriſtianity are 
herein both explained and proved with great ſtrength 
and clearneſs. Why was any thing intermixed, which 
could prevent any ſerious Chriſtian's recommendin 
them to all mankind ? any thing which muſt neceſſari- 
ly render them exceptionable, to ſo many thouſands of 
the children of Gop ? In practical writings I ſtudiouſ- 
ly abſtain from the very ſhadow of controverſy. Nay, 
even in controverſial, I do not knowingly write one 
line, to which any but my opponent would object. For 
opinions ſhall I deſtroy the work of Gop ? then am I a 
bigot indeed. Much more, if I would not drop any 
mode of expreſſion, rather than offend either Jew or 
Gentile, or the church of Gop. I am, 


With great ſincerity, 
Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate brother and ſervant, 


I have but one thing more to add, which is, con- 
cerning the ſfcaſinablenef of the following publication. 
It may, perhaps, be thought a needleſs revival of a 
diſpute, which happened long ago, and which is now 
probably forgotten. In anſwer to which, I can aſſure 
the reader, that the above is printed from an edition of 
the Preſervative, now on ſale at the Foundery. The 


ſeaſonableneſs of this publication is therefore apparent; 


for though my brother died December 25. 17 58, the 
controverſy did by no means die with him, but ſtill 
ſubliſts in the daily publication and fale of the Preſer- 
vative, which alſo comes with a ſpecial “ recommenda- 
tion from Mr Weſley, into the hands of all his preachers, 
to be by them firſt © carefully read, then to be recommended 
and explained to the ſeveral ſocieties where ho labour.” 
So that the controverſy is, in the moſt effectual man- 
ner, daily and hourly Log alive by Mr We/ley himſelf. 
This proves very ſufficiently the ſeaſonableneſs, and, 
as things have happened, the expediency, of the pre- 
ſent appearance of the following letters in public. 
How pertinent an anſwer they contain to Mr We/ley's 
objections, is now to be left to the conſideration of the 
candid reader, 

Miles's-Lane, 


December 5. 1764. W. HERVEY. 


* Sec the laſt paragraph of a tract, entitled, Reaſons againſt 
a ſeparation from the church England. Printed allo in the 


Preſervative, p. 237. 
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LET T ERS to the Rev. Mr JoHN WESLERV. 


FOUL LCL 


0D 8 4 = © 


RE v. SI R, 


Received the letter you mention, contain- 
ing remarks on the dialogues between He- 
ron and Aſpaſio. As, after a careful peruſal, 

3 I ſaw very little reaſon to alter my ſenti— 
ments, I laid aſide your epiſtle without returning an 
anſwer, in hopes that my ſilence (which it ſeems you 
miſtook for obſtinacy) would moſt emphatically ſpeak 
my advice; which, had it been expreſſed more plain- 
ly, would have been delivered in the apoſtle's words, 
That ye ſtudy, or make it your ambition, to be quiet *. 

Since you have, by printing theſe remarks, ſum- 

moned me, though reluctant, to the bar of the Pu- 
blic, it ſhould ſeem, that I ought not to diſcredit 
the truth once delivered to the ſaints, by a timid filence ; 
and I am'the more willing to anſwer for myſelf, as 1 
have now the privilege of an unprejudiced judge, and 
an impartial jury. — If my defence ſhould be loſt on 
my opponent, it may poſſibly make ſome uſeful impreſ- 
ſions on the court, and candid audience. However, 1 
will not abſolutely deſpair of convincing Mr Weſley 
himſelf, becauſe it is written, Give admonition to a wiſe 
man, and he will yet be wiſer f. On ſome very mo- 
mentous and intereſting points, I may probably be a 
little more copious than the ſtrict laws of argument 
demand, in order to exhibit ſome of the great truths 
of the goſpel, in ſo clear a light, that he may run who 
readeth them; in ſo amiable and inviting a light, that the 
believer may rejoice in them, and the ſinner may long 
for them. Far ſuch digreſſions, I promiſe myſelf an 
eaſy pardon, both from yourſelf and the reader. 

Thus you open the debate; © In the ſecond dialogue, 

4 js not the deſcription often too laboured, the lan- 
« guage too ſtiff and affected?” I muſt confeſs, Sir, this 
animadverſion ſeems to be as juſt, as the praiſe which 
2 have here and elſewhere beſtowed, appears to be 
laviſh.: the former, if not more pleaſing, may be no 
leſs ſerviceable than the latter. For both I acknowledge 
myſelf your dehtor; and if ever I attempt any thing 
more in the capacity of an author, I will be fure to keep 
my eye fixed on the caution you have given. 

Iam ſorry that the next words bring on a complaint, 
ſo cloſe to my acknowledgment. © You cite the pages 
according to the Dublin edition, having wrote the 
rough draught of what follows in Ireland.“ But 
ſhould you not, in complaiſance to your reader on 
this ſide the water, have referred to the pages of the 
Engliſh edition? For want of ſuch reference, there is 
hardly diſtinction enough, in ſome places, to know 
which are your words, and which are A/ pa s. — 
Should you not alſo, in juſtice to the author, before 
you tranſcribed the rough draught for the preſs, have 


x 


conſulted the /a/? edition of his work ? Which you 


well knew was not the copy, from which the 1r:/þ im- 


preſſion was taken, yet might reaſonably ſuppoſe to be 
the leaſt Inaccurate. 


When I read 3 next I e I am ſtruck 
and alm 


with reverence, I am aſhame oft aſtoniſhed, 
at the littleneſs of the preceding obſervations. Stiff- 


* 1 Theſſ. iv. 11. H d, a beautiful word, rich with mean- 
ing, and not adequately tranſlated by Make it your ambition, 
ftill more inadequately by our common verſion, 

+ Prov. ix. 9. The original phraſe is only m Give, which 
may ſigniſy, Give admonition, as well as (what our verſion has 
ubdate inh Audion. 
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requeſted to bear in his memory, that he be not mil 
led by Mr We/ley, who often forgets 
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neſs of ſtyle, and a thouſand ſuch trifles, What are 
they all compared with ſſtification before the infinite 
and immortal G O D? This is a ſubject that commangz 
our moſt awful regard, a bleſſing that ſhould engage 
our whole attention. As this is the grand article to 
come under our conſideration, I would delire to main. 
tain an inceſſant dependence on the divine 8SPIRIUI 
that my thoughts may be influenced, and my pen 
guided by the wiſdom which cometh from above: 
that I may neither pervert the truth, by any errone- 
ous repreſentations, nor diſhonour it by an unchriſtian 
temper. It would be eaſy to make uſe of bitter ſatire, 
and diſdainful irony, the contemptuous ſnecr, or the 
indignant frown.—And indeed, Sir, you have laid 
yourſelf open to every attack of this kind: but theſe 
are not the weapons of a Chriſtian's warfare. 


— — MNon defenſoribus iſtis. 


We are to give a reaſon of the hope that is in ns, with 
meekneſs and fear ; meekneſs, with regard to thoſe who 
interrogate or oppoſe us; fear, with regard to uu, 
whoſe cauſe we plead, and whoſe eye is ever upon us, 
Is juſtification,” you ſay, “ more or leſs, than GOD's 
« pardoning and accepting a ſinner, through the me- 
„ rits of CHRIST?“ I ſomewhat wonder, Sir, 
that you ſhould aſk this queſtion, when it is profeſſedly 
anſwered by Aſpaſio, who has preſented you with a 
very circumſtantial definition of juſtification, explain- 
ing it, eſtabliſhing it, and obviating ſeveral objections 
advanced againſt it. If you would animadvert with 
ſpirit and force, or indeed to any conſiderable purpoſe, 
ſhould you not lay open the impropriety of this defins- 
tion, ſhewing from reaſon and ſcripture, that it is 
neither accurate nor orthodox ? 

At page 128. the reader may fee Aſpaſio's account 
of juſtification, and find the words imputation and 
righteouſneſs of CHRIST, particularly explain- 
ed: the latter denoting, © all the various inſtances 
« of his active and paſlive obedience ;” accordingly it 
is aflirmed (page 128.) The puniſhment we deſcrvec, 


he endures; the obedience which we owed, he fullils.” 
what A/pafio here profeſſes to underſtand by the 


righteouſneſs of CHRIST, the reader 1s particularly 


it, and complains 
when the righteouſneſs of CHRIS T is mentioned, 
that his penal ſufferings are quite omitted. | would 
not wiſh, Sir, to have a plainer proof, that you do 
not diſcard the active, than Apa has hereby given, 
that he never excludes the paſſive. 

By your queſtion, you hint a dillike, yet without 
informing us what it is, or wherein Afpajw's illuſtra- 
tions and proofs are deficient. You propole, and on. 
p propoſe, another definition. Well then, to differ 
rom you as little as poſſible, nay, to agree with you, 
as far as truth will permit, ſince you are ſo loat 1 
admit of our repreſentation, we will accede to yo 
eſpecially if it be ſomewhat explained, and a little in- 
proved. For indeed the words, in their preſent form, 
are rather too vague to conſtitute any _— 1 ar 
doning and accepting may happen to be only avert” 
e of 1 The merits of, C ERS? 
will certainly comport, either with Popi/þ or 3 
notions. It abounds in writers of the former * 
and it is to be found in the latter. Therefore, to 
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licit, by pardoning, I mean, GO D's ac- 

— 7 ſinner {Lon aile of every kind, and of 
ö degree. By accepting, I mean ſtill more, GOD's 
— — him into full favour, conſidering and treat- 
i him as righteous, yea perfectly and gloriouſly 
"ichteous.—By the merits of CHRIST, I would al- 
ways be ſuppoſed to lignify, his active and paſſive obe- 
dience, all that he wrought, and all that he ſuffered, 
for the ſalvation of mankind *. Intereſted in all this, 
the believer enters into the divine preſence, and ſtands 
before the divine MAJESTY, — Not like David's 
ambaſſadors, ſtealing themſelves into Jericho; tate in- 
iced, but with the marks of Aumonitiſh inſults on their 

-rſons : he rather enters like that illuſtrious exile, 
7ſeph, into the preſence of Pharaoh, when his priſon- 
garments were taken from him, and he was arrayed 
in veſt ur es of fine linen, meet for the ſhoulders of thoſe 
who appear before kings. With this explication I am 
content that your definition take place of mine f. I 
would farther obſerve, that you have dropt the word 
imputed, which inclines me to ſuſpect, you would ca- 
{hier the thing. But let me aſk, Sir, how can we be 
juſtified by the merits of CHRIST, unleſs they are 
imputed to us? Would the payment made by a ſurety, 
procure a diſcharge for the debtor, unleſs it was placed 
to his account? It is certain, the ſacrifices of old 
could not make an atonement, unleſs they were im- 
puted to each offerer reſpectively. This was an ordi- 
nance ſettled by JEHOVAH himſelf f. And were 
not the ſacrifices, was not their imputation typical of 
CHRIST, and things pertaining to CHRIST? 
the former prefiguring his all- ſuflicient expiation, the 
latter ſhadowing forth the way whereby we are parta- 
kers of its eſlicacy. The righteouſneſs (not the righ- 
teouſneſs and obedience, Aſpaſis ſpeaks otherwiſe 
which CHRIST performed is reckoned by G O 
as our own. This you call an ambiguous expreſſion ; 
but, if conſidered in conjunction with the foregoing 
and foilowing enlargements, I ſhould think it can hard- 
ly deſerve the charge. Aſpaſio all along labours to be 
underſtood. In this place he more fully opens his 
meaning, by giving another view of the nature, and 
by ſpecitying the effects of imputation. The nature, 
—i1t being the ſame as placing to our account ſome- 
thing not our own ||. The efeds,—-CHRIST's righ- 
tcoutnels, thus placed to our account, being as eftec- 
tual for obtaining our ſalvation, as if it was our own 
perſonal qualification J. To the latter you expreſsly 
agree, to the former you make no objection: to the 
whole doctrine, thus explained, you elſewhere declare 
your aſſent. 


It in all this we may depend upon you, Sir, muſt 


The merits of CHRIST iscertainly an ambiguous phraſe, 
and what I can by no means admire; but as it occurs in Mr 
Weſley's letter, and in many valuable writers, I have, led by 
their example, uſed it in the following debate, ſtill underſtand- 
ing it, and till uſing it, in the ſenſe explained above. 

+ To gratify Mr Meſley, I have admitted his phraſe, © the 
* merits of CHRIST,” though, as it is a phraſe of dubious 
import, and what almoſt any ſect or hereſy will ſubſcribe, I 
ſhould much ſooner chuſe to abide by pale language. And 
why ſhould we not all ſpeak with the ſcriptures? Why ſhould 
we not uſe the expreſſions of the apoſtle? He ſays, juſtified 
by the blood of CHRIST; he ſays, made righteous by the obe- 
dience of CHRIST, When therefore we ſay, Sinners are par- 
doned and accepted through the blood, and through the obe- 
dience of CHRIST, we have a warrant for our doctrine, 


which is indiſputable ; and a precedent for our language, which 


is unexceptionable. 


Þ Lev. vii, 18. If any of the fleſp of the ſacrifice of his peace- 
ef erings be eaten at all on the third day, it ſhall not be accepted, 
neither ſpall it be imputed unto him that offereth it. It ſhall not 
be acccepted. Why ? for this reaſon, becauſe it ſhall not be im- 
2 A plain indication, that the latter is the cauſe of the 


Former. 'That without imputation, whether it be of the typi- 


cal or real ſacrifice, the blood of the beaſt, or the death of 
CHRIST, there is . . 


no acceptance, 


|| . Theron and Aſpaſio, p. 128. 4 Ibid. 


37! 
we not feel an alarming ſhock at your adjuration in 
the next paragraph ? | 

For CHRIS T's fake do not.” What? ſurely 
nothing leſs can excite or juſtify this vehement excla- 
mation, but the obtruſion of ſome doctrine, that is 
molt glaringly falſe and abſolutely damnable. Shall 
we have ſuch a ſolemn firing, ſuch a thunder of ex · 
ploſion, only to ſilence a particular phraſe? In another 
perſon this would look like profane levity ; in Mr 
We/ley, the ſofteſt appellation we can give it, is idle 
pomp.—Al this clamour merely againſt words! words 
too, the explication of which, and the doctrine con- 
tained in them, yourſelf allow. Dear Sir, what is a 
word or a phraſe? Can it do either good or harm, 
but as conveying right or wrong ſentiments? Will 
the mere pronouncing or hearing of a word (be it 
abracadabra, or higgajon ſelah, or imputed) without 
its idea, poiſon the principles of men, and induce 
them to work all uncleanneſs with greedineſs?* As you 
have been firing without an enemy, (A/paſto is owned 
for an ally), ſo you ſeem to be triumphing without a 
victory. Aſpaſio's charity for thoſe who are diſguſted 
at the expreſſion, and have no explicit knowledge of 
the doctrine, is guarded by the words immediately 
following“ yet live under the belief of the truth, 
and in the exerciſe of the duty,” as well as by the 
annexed deſcription of the perſons, and their temper ; 
who are far enough from fancying, that if they may 
but be pardoned for the ſake of CHRIST, they can 
obtain the divine favour, and a title to future happi- 
neſs, by their own good behaviour. Hence it will 
appear, that he has been too cautious, to part with the 
very thing for which he is contending. And this is 
more abundantly evident from the cloſe of his chari- 
table paragraph, waerein, though he allows ſuch peo- 
ple to be ſafe; yet he laments their embarraſs, and 
their deficiency in light, ſtrength, and conſolation. 
„Ihe phraſe is not ſcriptural.” Suppoſe it were not, 
this would afford but a ſlight reaſon, for ſo paſſionate 
an outcry : however, this is certain, St Paul uſes the 
phraſe, GOD imputeth *, and that 6 Samus” might 
be imputed f. Now, is it poſſible, that there ſhould be 
righteouſneſs imputed, yet not an imputed righteouſ- 
nels? To aſſert this muſt argue either a wonderful 
ſubtil refinement, or an exceeding ſtrong prejudice, 
« It is not neceſlary.” — Perhaps fo. But is it not 
neceſſary Mr Weſley thould either inform us, what ſenſe 
of the phraſe it is, which he apprehends ſo likely to 
miſlead men, or elle, inſtead of exclaiming againit 
Aſpaſio, ſhould join all his force with him, in defend- 


ing that ſenſe which they both eſpouſe? „ It has 
« done immenſe hurt. When we are made ſenſible 
of the immenſe, or indeed of any real, hurt done by 
the phraſe, wputed ; when we ſee thoſe who diſlike it, 
cordially warm for the ſentiment expreſſed in other 
words, we will then conſent to reſign it for its equi- 
valent, reckoned as our own,—placed to our account, —as 
effeftual as if our own perſonal qualification. Till then 
we muſt guard the calket for the ſake of the jewel. 
We prefer the word imputed, becauſe it ſays more at 
once, than any other term. we know; and becauſe we 
are aware of a common practice uſed in all ages, by 
the oppoſers of ſound doctrine. They Ar, a zeal 
only againſt the phraſe, that by bringing hi, into diſ- 
uſe, they may cauſe that to be forgotten. Shall we 
not then diſpute tor imputed righteouſneſs? Yes, Sir, 
we muſt diſpute, both for the doctrine and for the 
phraſe, ſince there are perſons who openly ſtrike at the 
one, and we fear with a view to ſupplant the other. 
Shall we not diſpute for imputed righteouſneſs, - though 
the words are a grand peculiarity of the ſcriptures, 
and the thing the very ſpirit and eſſence of the goſpel? 
Not diſpute tor that which is better to us ſinners than 
all worlds, better than our hearts could wiſh, or our 
thoughts conceive ; which in ſhort is the beſt, the no- 
* Rom. iv. & +, Rom. iv. 11. 


Ty 
bleſt, the completeſt gift, that GOD himſelf can 
beſtow. | 

When ſuch a giſt, and ſuch a righteouſneſs is the 
ſubject of diſputation, we mult not give place, no, 
not for an hour ; we muſt maintain its matchleſs excel- 
lency, ſo long as we have any breath, or any being. 
We mult ſay, in direct oppolition to your fervent but 
unadviſcd zeal, * For CHRIS T's Aalen. let us con- 
tend carneſtly for imputed righteouſneſs ; becauſe it 
is the brighteſt jewel in his mediatorial crown. “ For 
« the ſake of immortal ſouls,” let us hold faſt and hold 
forth this precious truth ; becauſe it yields the ſtrong- 
eſt conſolation to the guilty conſcience, and furniſhes 

the moſt endearing, as well as the moſt prevailing in- 
ducement to umverſal obedience. 

Jo aſcribe pardon to CHRIS T' paſſive, eternal 
c life to his adrve obedience, is fanciful rather than 

% judicious.“ The remark is juſt ; not ſo the quota- 
tion; Aſpaſio is ſomewhat disfigured by your diſtortion 
of his features; he limps a little, by your diſlocation 
of a limb. There is, in his language, guard enough 
to check every attempt, either to diſſolve the union, 
or ſever the coagency, of the different parts of our 
LORD's righteouſneſs. 

But let us give Aſpa/ro a fair hearing. Thus he ex- 
preſſes himſelf, Lo divide them (the ai and paſſroe 
*« rightcouſnels) into detached portions, independent 
« on each other, ſeems to be fanciful rather than ju— 
« dicious.” To divide into detached portions, is 
more than to diſtinguiſh between the one and the o- 
ther. Ihe latter A/pa/io practiſes, the former he diſa- 
vows. © Independent of cach other,” — do theſe 
words fland for nothing? Have they no meaning, 
that here you ſhew them no regard, and never reco]- 
let them throughout your whole epiſtle? Had you 
honoured them with any degree of notice, ſeveral of 
your objections muſt have been precluded; and if the 
more candid reader pleaſes to bear them in memory, 
ſeveral of your objections will, at the very firſt view, 
fall to the nd. Beſides, the perſon who tells us, 
the caſe ſeems to be ſo, is not ſo peremptory, as he 
who roundly afhrms it to be ſo; the former is all that 
Aſpaſio has advanced. Though I am willing that you 

ould correct his ſtyle, yet I muſt beg of you, Sir, 
not to make him quite ſo poſitive ; let him have the 
{ſatisfaction of being modeſt, even where he has the 
misfortune, in your opinion at leaſt, to be erroneous. 

« CHRIST's univerſal obedience from his birth 
« to his death, is the one foundation of my hope,” 
ſays Aſpaſio. To which you aſſent, and with a lau- 
dable vehemence, reply, „This is unqueſtionably 
« right.” I with, Sir, you would ponder your words 
before you ſpeak, at leaſt before you print, that there 
may be ſomething fixed and certain, on which we may 
depend, and by which you will abide. One would 
think, after this acknowledgment, pronounced with 
fuch an air of ſolemnity, you could never ſo far for- 
get yourſelf, as to open your mouth againſt the obe- 
dience, the univerſal obedience of CHRIST, which 
ſurely muſt include both what he wrought, and what 
he ſuffered. You confels it to be your foundation,— 
the foundation of your hope, the only foundation of 
your hope; can you then, without the moſt amazing 
inconſiſtency, either wiſh to ſecrete the doctrine, or 
offer to diſcountenance the expreſſion ? 

«© There is no manner of need to make the impu- 
<« tation of CHRIST 's active righteouſneſs a ſeparate 
© head of diſcourſe.”—No manner of need, even 
though you declare, that this active righteouſneſs, to- 
gether with the expiatory death, is the only founda- 
tion of your hope! Can you think it poſſible to treat 
of /uch a topic too particularly, too diſtinctly, too mi- 
nutely ? — 4/pafio has ſhewn the need, or aſſigned the 
reaſon for this method of handling the ſubject ; be- 

cauſe it ſets the fulneſs of our LOR D's merit in the 
cleareſt light, and gives the completeſt honour to 
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Have you alleged any thi 
diſprove, or ſo much as to invalidate his as ? Ott 


not this to have been done before 
be valid, or even decent ? 

Beſides, are there not perſons in the world, who 
fondly imagine, that if . can but have pardon 
through CHRIST, they ſhall by their own doin 
ſecure eternal life? When ſuch perſons are in dan- 
ger of overlooking the active obedience of the RE. 
DEEMER, why ſhould you not for their ſakes al. 
low us to make the imputation of his righteouſneſz 
« a ſeparate head of diſcourſe?” That, teeing the 
tranſcendent perfection of CHRIST's work, the 
may ceaſe from confiding in their own *; leſt it be ſaiq 
to them another day, I will declare thy rig hteouſneſs 
and thy works, that for the grand purpoſe of juſtica. 
tion they ſhall not profit thee . 

We muſt therefore take leave to dwell upon the 
active righteouſneſs of our LORD; we mult diſpla 
its perfection, in oppolition to all the vain pretenſion; 
of human qualiications, endeavours, or attainments - 
we mult demonſtrate, that as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, ſo is this divine obedience higher 
than all the works of the children of men ; yea, ſo 
tranſcendent in itſelt, and abſolutely perfect, as to be 
incapable of any augmentation. All the good deeds 
of all the ſaints, could they be added to it, would not 
increaſe in any degree its juſtifying eflicacy ; it is like 
all the other works of G O D, concerning which we 
are told, nothing can be added to them. This brings to 
my remembrance a molt beautiful and ſublime repre. 
ſentation, which you mult have read in the evangelical 
prophet ; Every valley hall be exalted, and every moun- 
tain and hill ſhall be made low, and the crooked ſhall be 
made ſtraight, and the rough places plain, and the glu 
of the LORD ſhall be revealed, and all fleſh ſhall ke 
it together. Here mountains are demoliſhed, valleys 
are clevated, and the earth is levelled into a ſpacious 
plain, on purpoſe to accompliſh what Mr We//ey ſup- 
poſes unneceſſary; on purpole to give the moſt clear, 
full, ſtriking view of the great REDEEMER, of 
his wondertul perſon, and glorious work ; that he a- 
lone may be diſtinguiſhed and exalted ; may walk ma- 
jeſtic and conſpicuous through the midſt of mankind, 
as being ſingly and completely ſufficient for the reco- 
very of finners. That all fleſh, not Jews only, but 
Gentiles alſo; not men of reputation only, but the 
meaneſt of mortals, the moſt infamous of wretches, 
may together ſee his glory, may on equal ground, 
without any pre-eminence of one above another, con- 
template and partake of his precious death and per- 
tet righteouſneſs, which are the one object of divine 
complacency, and the ſovereign glory of the LORD 
REDEEMER. According to the import of this 
magnificent piece of imagery, all the differences that 
ſubſiſt between one man and another are abohſhed ; 
nothing but CHRIST and his complete work are 
propoſed, as the cauſe of juſtification and the ground 
of hope. Faith beholds nothing but the divine 7 £- 
SUS; it never inquires, What have I done? What 
have I ſuffered ? but what has that moſt xlluſtrious per- 
ſonage done, and what ſuffered ? What has ] EH O- 
VAH manifeſted in our nature, wrought for the bene- 
fit and redemption of finners ?—Faith is never weary 
of viewing or reviewing either the active or paſlive o- 
bedience of IMMANUEL. Faith will declare, 
that neither of theſe points can be ſet forth in too 
ſtrong or too recommending a light. Faith is ever 
deſiring to ſee more and more of the SAVIOUR 
worthineſs, that the ſoul may rejoice in his excel- 
lency, and be filled with all his fulneſs. 1. 

May you, dear Sir, abound in this faith, and live 
under ſuch views of GOD our SAVIOUR; then 
I flatter myſelf you will be diſſatisſied with your pre- 


your aſſertion can 
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RE v. 81, | 

Am particularly pleaſed at my entrance on this e- 

piſtle, becauſe it preſents me with a view of Mr 
ey in very youu humour, Inſtead of rebuking, 
he commends. He puts off the frown of cenſure, for 
the ſmile of approbation. I hope to follow the ami- 
Able example; to approve and applaud, where-ever 
z ortunity offers, and truth permits. And though 
| ſhall be ſometimes obliged to oppoſe or refute ; yet 
| ſhall do both with the tenderneſs and lenity, 
which may conſiſt with a proper vindication of the 
i "The third and fourth dialogues contain an admi- 
« rable illuſtration and confirmation of the great doc- 
« trine of CHRIS T's ſatisfaction.” —This is gene- 
rouſly acknowledged. Yet even here it ſo unhappily 
falls out, that complaiſance gets the ſtart of judgment. 
Did you advert, Sir, to the ſtate of the con troverſy, 
or ſee the conſequence of A/paſio's arguing, you mult 
either give up A favourite tenet, or elſe diflent from 

is doctrine. + 

464 maintains, that C HR I S T's ſufferings were 
puniſhment z real, proper puniſhment. Now could 
CHRIST, an innocent perſon, be puniſhed, without 
bearing fin; the very {in of others ? Could CHRIS T, 
a divine perſon, bear the fin of others, and not do it 
perſectly away! Or can they, whoſe guilt was puniſhed 
in CHRIST, and whoſe fin is perfectly done away 
by CHRIST, can they periſh eternally ? But I for- 
bear. Yourſelf, and the judicious reader will eaſily 
apprehend my meaning, and diſcern the point, to 
which theſe queſtions lead. All the benefit I propole 
by this remark, 1s, to convince Mr Weſley, that he is 
not incapable of a miſtake;—that he has tripped a lit- 
tle, in what he commends, and therefore may poſſibly 
make a falſe ſtep, in what he condemns. 7% 

Unleſs I may be allowed to propoſe this additional 
advantage, the rectifying an impropriety in ſome peo- 
ple's apprehenſions, concerning our LO R D's vicari- 
ous ſufferings. It is uſual to ſay, He bore the pu- 
e niſhment, not the guilt; the penalty, not the fault.“ 
Which ſeems to be a diſtinction more ſcrupulous than 
judicious; anſwers no other end, but that of dero- 
gating from our RE DE EME R's grace, and weak- 
ening the foundation of our hopes. 

The guilt of ſin, I take to be what the apoſtle calls, 

nz, the tranſgreſſion of the law. From hence ariſes 
the obligation to puniſhment. This guilt our LORD 
/o truly bore, that he was no leſs liable to the arreſt of 
juſtice, and the infliction of vengeance, than if he 
himſelf had committed the moſt enormous crimes,— 
He bare, ſays the HOLY GHOST, the fin of ma- 
25 But puniſhment cannot be reckoned the ſame as 
in, any more than wages can be accounted the ſame 
as work, If then our L OR D bore fin itſelf, he muſt 
bear every thing criminal, that is included in it; no 
circumſtance of demerit or aggravation excepted. 

He bore the fault, therefore he makes us without 
fault in the ſight of GO D; and will preſent us fault- 
leſs before the throne, with exceeding joy.—He bore 
the guilt;—therefore our L OR D's ſufferings were 
real puniſhment, juſtly inflicted by the fupreme JUDGE, 
and, on principles of juſtice, diſcharge us from all 
puniſhment whatever. He bore the filth ;—therefore 
he telt, what thoſe wretched ſouls endure, who dic 
in their iniquities ; his eternal FAT H E R forſook 
2 hid his face from him as from an abomina- 

e Object. | 


This renders our SAVIOUR'*'s propitiation, 
No XVII. | 


CJ 
and not be diſguſted at the freedom of ſpeech, uſed by 


always think himſelf, and his manner of ſpeakin 
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great, wonderful, glorious. Secing this, believin 
this, we have nothing to fear. Conſcience is ſatisfi 
and the accuſer of the brethren is filenced. Nothin 
can be laid to our charge by the righteous law, an 
nothing remains to awaken the indignation of the 
righteous JU D G E.—Whereas, if this was not done, 
we have reaſon to be terribly apprehenſive. If CHRIST 
bore not the guilt, then ſinners muſt bear it in their 
own perſons ; it he took not away the filth, then it 
muſt lie on tranſgreſſors, and render them loathſome 
for ever. If the fault was not transferred to him, 
then it muſt abide upon us, and be our everlaſting 
ruin. 

Neither does this doctrine in any degree detract 
from our SAVIOUR's dignity. It rather gives 
him the honour due unto his name, FESUS. As in 
the ſcales of a balance, the lower the one deſcends, 
the higher the other mounts ; ſo the deeper our M E- 
DIATOR's humiliation ſinks, to the more exalted 
height does his glory riſe. The more horrible the 
condition to which he ſubmitted, the more illuſtrioul- 
ly his goodneſs ſhines, and the more clearly' the per- 
ection of his work appears. %. 

Satisfaction was made to the divine law, ſays Aſpafio. 
* I do not remember any ſuch expreſſion in — 
« ture,” replies Mr Meſſey.— But do you not remem- 
ber this expreſſion in the epiſtle to the Galatians, 
CHRIST was made under the lau Why was he 
made under the law, but to fulfil its precepts, and 
undergo its penalty? and is not this a fatisfaction to 
its demands ? 

The truth is, the divine law was violated by our 
ſins. It was abſolutely impoſſible for us to make any 
reparation ; therefore CHRIST in our nature and 
in our ſtead ſubmitted to its obligations, that he might 
magnify its injured authority, and render it in the 
higheſt degree venerable ; might make even its tre- 
mendous ſanctions and rigorous requirements, the 
very balis of grace, mercy, and peace.—Divinely-noble 
contrivance ! unſpeakably-precious expedient! By this 
means, vengeance and forbearance have met together 
wrath and love have kiſſed each other, in the redem 
tion of ſinners. The law ſays, I am fulfilled. Juſtice 
ſays, I am fatisfied. While both concur to Expedite 
and aſcertain the ſalvation of a believer. 

* This way of ſpeaking of the law, as a perſon 
« injured, and to be fatisfied, ſeems hardly defenſi- 
<< ble.” Does not the apoſtle ſpeak of the law as a 
perſon? a perſon that /iveth f, to whom ſome are 
married, and to whom others are dead? Aſpaſio will 


ſufficiently defenſible, ſo long as he has the apoſtolic 
practice for his precedent. 
Having ſuch a precedent, he wants no other; other- 
wiſe he might plead the authority of Mr John Weſley ; 
who, in his explanatory notes on the New Teſtament, 
ſays, © The law is here ſpoken uf (by a common fi- 
« gure) as a perſon, to which as to an huſband, life 


Gal. iv. 4. There is, I think, ſomething uncouth in this 
expreſſion, made under the law. Tonne tis true very well com- 
ports with both the clauſes, * yum 25 ure voor. But in the Eng- 
liſb tranſlation, the participle might, not ungracefully, be va- 
ried, perhaps in ſome ſuch manner; The San of GOD was 
made of a woman, and became ſubject to the law. 

+ Rom. vii. 1. 4. The word & at the end of the firſt verſe 


is ſpoken of the lau, not of the man, as Mr MWeſiay and others 


have very juſtly obſerved. It ſhould therefore be tranflated not 
he, but it. ag -Þ 
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& and death are aſcribed *.” And if the law, be an 
huſband, may not an huſband be injured? may not an 
injured huſband infiſt upon being ſatisfied ? 

« All the benefits of the new covenant are the pur- 
« chaſe of CHRIST's blood;” this is Apa ſio's be- 
lief. To this you aſſent, Surely they are.” —With 
pleaſure I ſhould receive your ſuffrage, was I not 
afraid that this is your meaning they are /o the 
the purchaſe of his blood, as not to have any depen- 
dence on, or any connection with, his molt perfect 
obedience. I was alarmed by the cloſe of your laſt 
paragraph, and my ſuſpicions are increaſed by the fol- 
lowing negative interrogation ; * After this has been 


fully proved, where is the need, where is the uſe 


« of contending ſo ſtrenuouſly, for the imputation of 
his righteouſneſs ?”? 

Aſpaſio has informed you, Sir, in the ſecond dialogue. 
He has there ſhewn the advantage of unfolding, cir- 
cumſtantially and copiouſly, this momentous truth.— 
To give you farther ſatisfaction, he has quoted the 
words of an eminent divine, of which the following 
are a part,—* Whoever rejects the doctrine of the 
« imputation of our SAVIOUR*®s righteouſneſs 
to man, does, by ſo doing, reje the imputation of 
« man's fin to our SAVIOUR, and all the cou- 
« ſequences of it.“ If you are not ſatisfied with Mr 
Staynoe's reaſons, you are remitted to St Paul. In 
Rom. v. (a chapter of diſtinguiſhed dignity and impor- 
tancc) he teaches mankind, that CHRIST died for 
the ungodly ; that we are juſtified through his blood, 
are ſaved from wrath by his death. After all this had 
been fully proved, where was the need, where was the 
uſe of inſiſting largely upon that obedience of ONE, by 
which many are made + righteous ? or upon that righ- 
teouſneſs of ONE, which is imputed to many for juſtih- 
cation of life? Yet this theinſpired writer evidently does. 

Anſwer the foregoing queſtion, in behalf of the a- 
poſtle, and you will anſwer it in behalf of Aſpaſio; or 
if you decline the office, give me leave, Sir, to anſwer 
it on behalf of them both. The blood of CHRIST 
is never conſidered as independent on, or detached 
from, the righteouſneſs of CHRIST. They united 
their bleſſed efficacy in accompliſhing the wack of our 
redemption ; we always look upon them as a grand 
and glorious aggregate, in their agency inſeparable, 
though in meditation diſtinguiſhable. Being thus diſ- 
tinguiſhable, at proper times, we meditate upon each 
diſtinctly. We diſplay each with all the particularity 
poſlible, and cannot but contend for the imputation 
of one, as well as of the other. The farther we dig 
into either of thele ſpiritual mines, the greater fund of 
treaſures we diſcover. The more we glorify the SAVI- 
OUR, the more we ſtrengthen faith, and the greater 
addition we make to our comfort, our peace, our joy. 

Aſpaſio inquires, If CHRIST was our ſubſtitute 
as to penal ſuffering, why not as to juſtifying obe- 
dience? You reply, — The former is expreſsly afferted 
ein ſcripture, the latter is not expreſsly aſſerted there.” 
A ſmall 1 here, Sir! the former is no more 
a ſcripture-expreſlion, than the latter; while the lat- 
ter is no leſs the doctrine and ſenſe of ſcripture than 
the former. -A little piece of forgetfulneſs likewiſe ! 
ſince you juſt now acknowledged, that CHRIS T's 
«© univ obedience was the one foundation of your 
% hope.” But how can his obedience be any foun- 


dation of your hope, if in this capacity he was not 


your ſubſtitute ? Take away the circumſtance of ſub- 
ſtitution, and there is no more und for your re- 


liance on the obedience of CHRIST, than for your 


reliance on the obedience of Gabriel. We are made the 
righteouſneſs of G O D, becauſe we are I N him, as our 


proxy and our head; becauſe he wrought the juſtifying 


righteouſneſs, not only in our nature, but in our name, 
not only as our benefactor, but as our repreſentative, 


% 


See Explan. notes, Rom. vii. 1. 
7 Rom. V# 19. 


Js words, foreign to his deſign ? He is ſp 


LB r. I. 


6 firſt Adam, mercy and grace have 28 the 


« As ſin and miſery have abounded 


„ bounded through the ſecond. 80 that gn et 
have reaſon to complain.” Here indeed we — 
e 


Aſpaſio's words, but in a patched ; 
. One part taken 1 * . * 
ther wrenched from page 177. Let any one Rees e 
whole of thoſe paſſages, and judge whether th _ 
be fairly appplied to the doctrines of election 4 = 
deſtination. Yet Mr Weſley is reſolved at all adn; 4 
tures, with or without occaſion, to introduce theſ: 
ſubjects of deep and perplexed diſputation. Theres. © 
he replies, “ No, not if the ſecond Adam died for all 
* otherwiſe all for whom he did not die, have 
„ reaſon to complain.” TR 
Here, Sir, do you not force an inference from Aſo 
thoſe who betake themſelves to CHRIS T. o 
recovered through his righteoufneſs. Such perſons 7% 
particularly mentions. Of fuch alone he diſcourſes. 
without conſidering the caſe of others, who, defpiſins 
or neglecting the REDEEMER, rejet the counſ 
of G OD againſt themſelves. — Would it not be 1s «. 
difying to the reader, and as agreeable to your office 
if you ſhould join with Aſpaſio in diſplaying the free 
ſuperabundant, infinitely-rich grace of our 60D. 
altogether as becoming this, as to divert his aim, ang 
retard his ſteps, when he is prefling forwards to this 
prize of our high calling in CHRIST JESUS. 
Aſpaſib's words are, When we betake ourſelves to 
«CHRIST FESUS, we ſhall find, that, as fin 
„ and miſery have abounded,” g. Pleaſe to obſerve 
Sir, how he limits his diſcourſe, conſequently is obli. 
ged to defend nothing, but what correſponds with 
ſuch limitation. | 
Had the T/raelites any cauſe to be diſſatisſied with 
the proviſion made for their ſuſtenance and their cure 
when the ſerpent of braſs was lifted up on the pole, 
and when the bread from heaven lay round about 
their tents? No more have ſinners any cauſe to 
think themſelves aggrieved, when the falvation of 
GOD is evidently ſet before them in the goſpel; is 
brought to their very door, in the preaching of the 
word, and they are allowed, importuned, com- 
manded to receive it by faith. This is enough for me. 
Enough this for any tranſgreſſors, who want, not to 
gratify curioſity, but to inherit life.—If they, or you, 
ir, chuſe to pry further, and to intrude into the divine 
ſecrets, I muſt leave you toyourſelves; ſaying, asIdepart, 
The ſecret things belong unto the LORD our GOD but thoſe 
things which are — belong unto us and our children X. 
The whole world of believers.“ —*< This is an 
« expreflion which never occurs in ſcripture.”—It at- 
fords me a kind of preſumptive proof, that ſolid 
objections are not at hand, when ſuch ſhadows are 
liſted in to the ſervice.— I thould be under no pain if 
you could prove your charge, beyond all contradic- 
tion. To what would it amount? Why, that Aſpaſio, 
having occaſion to mention a certain topic, happened 
not to make uſe of the very fyllables and let- 
ters made uſe of in ſcripture. And do you or I, 
Sir, in all our ſermons, journals, preſervatives, and 
Chriſtian libraries, undertake to uſe none but ſcriptu- 
ral expreſſions? Had we done this, one benefit might 
indeed have accrued to the public. It would conſi- 
derably have reduced our volumes.—But I trifle as 
well as Mr Weſley. You proceed to enforce your re- 
monſtrance, by adding, —“ Neither has the expreſſion 


« any countenance from ſcripture.” I am really a- 


ſhamed to detain our readers any longer upon fo tri- 


vial a point. Therefore what I am going to reply, is 


only a word to yourſelf. You, Sir, can tell who it 15 
that affirms in a certain hymn ; 


For ev'ry man 
- *Tis niſb'd, *tis paſt— 


* Deut. xxix. 29. 


D a... id it LT ro 


LE r. II. 
The world is forgiv'n 
For FE SUS's ſake. 


What, all the world? every child 


_ * 3 believe not on CHRIST and 
Ge in their ſins? This you can not mean; this you dare 


huis. I think, no mortal can ſuppoſe. You 
an 21 a * wy « the world,” muſt intend 
7 "the believing world;“ and are you offended at A- 
/ for commenting on your text ? for expreſſing 
luinly what is implied in your own words. 
p in the LO R Dall all the houſe of Iſrael be juſtified. 
This text Aſpaſio quotes, and acquieſces in the com- 
verſion, upon which you animadvert. It ought 
_ ly to be rendered by or through the 
« unqueſtionably ; gs 
{ LORD.” How hard is Lee be n he dr 
e exact language of ict „he nin 
4 Arty 3 preceding objection; if he 
does uſe the exact language of ſcripture, as in the 
elent inſtance, you indite him for an erroneous 
tranſlation. So that it is next to impoſſible to eſcape 
re. 
hy _ ORD, you aflirm, is not the pure lan- 
age of ſcripture, it is a wrong tranſlation, © and 
« cught unqueſtionably to be rendered by or through the 
« LORD.” Yet quiſquis adhuc uno partam colit aſſe 
Minervam—Whoever has learned Hebrew no more than 
a month, will aſſure our Engliſh reader, that the pre- 
dx 2is the very firſt word in the Bible. Muſt it there 
he tranſlated by or 1 55 £1 the beginning ?—If our 
young ſcholar have only his pſalter, he can ſhew the 
{ame particle occurring three times within the firſt 
verſe. In the counſel—in the way—1n the ſeat.— Twice 
in the ſecond verſe; His delight is in the lau in his 
119 vill he exerciſe himſelf. Three times more in the 
remainder of the pſalm, Hall bring forth fruit in his 
ſeaſon—ſhall not ſtand in judgment. N cither in the con- 
gregation of the rig hteous.—NOW let the Engliſb reader 
2 — for himſelf, whether the Hebrew prefix mult 
« unqueſtionably be rendered” in all theſe places by 
« or through.” By or through his ſeaſon! by or 
through the congregation But I ſtop, there is no 
need to apply all the paſſages. Neither is there any 
need of critical {kill in languages, to determine con- 
cerning any one of them. Common ſenſe in this caſe is 
ſufficiently qualified to be our critic and our arbitrator. 
only with, Sir, you had produced the evidence for 
the corrected verſion. Then the public might have 
ſeen on which ſide the balance were likely to turn ; 
and which were the moſt cogent logic, Aſpaſio's doc- 
« trine is falſe, therefore the tranſlation is wrong; 
« or the tranſlation is fair, therefore his doctrine is 
„ true.” 

By this time, I believe, the unlearned reader will be- 
gin to diſcern, what * of credit is due to your criti- 
ciſms upon the original, and to your alteration of the 
common verſion, when they are ſupported by nothing 
more, than your bare aſſertion.—l alſo begin to be ap- 
prehenſive, that our canvaſſing the ſenſe of words, and 
lifting the dead languages, will be no very agreeable 
entertainment to any reader. I will therefore for the 
tuture be more conciſe in the execution of this buſi- 
neſs ; eſpecially as I have here given a ſpecimen of what 
might be done. I will try, if it is not poſlible, to ani- 
mate what would otherwiſe be dull, and to blend god- 
ly edifying with critical diſquiſition. 

Le are complete in him. With this tranſlation alſo Mr 
Weſley finds fault.“ The words literally rendered are, 
* Ye are filled with him.” I am ready to grant, that 
Places may be found, where the prepoſition » muſt be 
underſtood according to your ſenſe. But then every 
one knows that this 1s not the native, obvious, literal 
meaning ; rather a meaning ſwayed, influenced, 
moulded by the preceding or following word. The 
literal ſigniſication of « av» is as we have rendered it. 
Nor is there the leaſt cccaſion to depart from the 
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received interpretation ; it is ſuitable to the context, 
and to the ſcope of the whole epiſtle. 

However, we will ſuppoſe your criticiſm to be juſt. 
Does this deſtroy or enervate Aſpaſios argument? 
Would you have one meaning contradict or ſupplant 
the other? * Ye are filled with him, therefore ye are 
«© not complete in him!“ Does the former ſenſe in- 
clude or imply the latter? Can you, or I, or any one 
be filled with every requiſite for.our recovery and hap- 
pineſs, yet nat be complete? It ſeems, therefore, you 
get nothing by this criticiſm, but the ſatisfaction of 
doing. violence to the phraſe, without any improve- 
ment of the ſenſe, or any advantage to your cauſe. 

Fe whole paſſage (you aflirm) relates to ſanctifi- 
cation, not to juſtification.” Where is your proof, 
Sir? This we always expect. This Mr We/tey ſeldom, if 
ever, condeſcends to give.“ Yes,” he ſays, © any un- 
** prejudiced reader may obſerve it.” A ſtrange kind 
of proof] reducible to no figure in logic, unleſs there 
be a figure ſtyled preſumption. Was I to anſwer for the 
unprejudiced reader, I think he would obſerve the ve 
reverſe. The words of the apoſtle are not a little for- 
cible againſt your ſenſe of the paſſage, as will appear 
from the tranſitive adyerb a. The next and the 
ſubſequent verſes, we allow, relate to ſanctification: 
if this verſe does the ſame, ſuch is the manner of the 
apoſtle's reaſoning, © In whom ye are ſanctified, in 
hom alſo ye are ſanctified.” Whereas, if the firſt 
clauſe denotes the juſtification of the Colaſſian converts 
through the righteouſneſs of CARIST, if the follow- 
ug periods deſcribe their ſanctiſication, as a conſequence 
of this moſt happily operating privilege, then the rea- 
ſoning is juſt, and the tranſition graceful. “ In him 
ye are completely juſtified, in him alſo ye are truly 
6 ſanctified.” 

The whole paſſage is calculated to teach us, that 
CHRIST is the fulneſs of our ſufficiency. In him, 
and in him alone, there is enough to anſwer all the 
purpoſes of wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and 
redemption.—It is intended likewiſe to admoniſh us, 
that we ſhould reſt ſatisfied with him alone, in oppo- 
lition to all the fond inventions of men; who would 
introduce ſomething elſe for the ground of our confi- 
dence, and the — of our conſolation, as though it 
was ſaid;— r. 

If indeed our LORD JESUS CHRIST had 
been an ordinary perſon, or merely a created being, 
ye might well be offended at my doctrine. Ye might 
then with ſome colour of reaſon ſeek to the maxims 
of philoſophy for wiſdom, or to the works of the 
law for righteouſneſs. But CHRIST is an immenſe- 
ly-glorious perſon, for in him are hid all the treaſures 
of wiſdom and knowledge —CHRIST is an incompa- 
rably-exalted ſovereign,—for he is the head of all prin- 
cipalities and powers, —Yea, CHRIST is the ſupreme 
incomprehenſible JEHOVAH; for in him duwelleth 
all the fulneſs of the GODHEAD bodily. Being 
therefore tranſplanted into him by faith, ye are com- 
plete. Partakers of him; ye have every blefling and 
all good. Thought cannot imagine, nor deſire crave, 
any thing farther, greater, higher. 

Matchleſs privilege! exalted felicity! O may the 
knowledge, the experimental knowledge of it, fill 
our hearts, as the waters cover the abyſs of the ſea / 
Then will we ſing the hymn which once expreſſed your 
ſentiments, and ſtill exprefles mine. . 


* Join earth and heav'n to bleſs 
The LORD our righteouſneſs. 
The myſtery Ml redemption this, 
This the SAVIOU R's ſtrange deſign ; 
Man's offence was counted his, 


Ours his righteouſneſs divine. 


See p. 56. of Hymns and ſpiritual ſongs. Anonymous in- 
deed, but univerſally aſcribed ro Mr Weſley. In theſe excellent 
lines, how ſtrongly marked are the ſentiments of the goſpel ! 
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In him complete wwe ſhine, 
His death, his life is mine: 
Fully am I juſtified 
Free rom fin, and more than free, 
Guiltleſs, ſince for me he died, 
Rightevus, ſince he liv'd for me. 


The text lately quoted from 1/azah, is part of a pa- 
ragraph eminent for its dignity and uſefulneſs. We 
then conſidered a fragment of it in a critical view; 
let us now examine the whole of it with a devotional 
ſpirit. Thus examined, I truſt it will be no longer a 
dry bone, but @ fea/? of fat things full of marrow. 

Permit me to propoſe a correct tranſlation of the ori- 
ginal; to add a ſhort illuſtration of the meanifzg, and 
then take my leave tor the preſent. 

Look unto me and be ſaved all the ends of the earth, 
for I am GOD, and there is noug hi * *. By myſelf 
have I fworn, the word f rag Peony s goeth out of my 
mouth, the word ſhall not return. To me every knee ſhall 
bow, and every tongue ſball ſwear f, ſaying, Sure- 
ly jj in the LORD have I righteouſneſs I and flrength. To 
him ſhall men come, and all that are offended in him, ſhall 
be aſhamed. In the LORD hall all the ſeed of Ijrael be 
juſtified, and in him ſhall they glory. 

Here the SON of G OD preſents himſelf in all the 
glories of his perſon, and all the riches of his grace; 
preſents himſelf as the object of faith, and the author 
of ſalvation ; to be received by ſinners, without any 
recommending qualities, or any pre-eminence of one 
above another. But hear his gracious words. 

Look unto me, wretched ruined tranſgreſſors, as the 
wounded T[/raelites looked unto the brazen ſerpent. 
Look unto me dying on the croſs as your victim, and 
obeying the law as your ſurety. — Not by doing, but 


Our offences fo fully imputed to CH RIS T. as to be account- 
ed his. His righteouſneſs ſo fully imputed to us, as to be ac- 
counted ours. In him we are complete, becauſe his moſt obe- 
dient life, and his all- atoning death are ours. We are guilt- 
leſs, not through our repentance, or reformation, but becauſe 
he has died for us. We are righteous, not on account of any 
graces or attainments of our own, but becauſe he has lived for 
us. To theſe truths I moſt cordially ſubſcribe. This is that 

good old wine that once made Mr J/z/ley's heart glad. He has 
lince taſted new; but I hope he will be brought to ſay, ** The 
« old is better.” 

None elſe—TY IR exactly rendered, ſignifies there is not 
beſides, Not any perſon, nor any thing. No perſon able to 
lend an helping hand. No thing capable of yielding the leaſt 
aſliſtance, 

+ The word of righteouſneſs, M PTS I apprehend is equi- 
valent to St Paul's yo dine, and tignifies, if not the whole 
goſpel, that precious doctrine, which is the goſpel in epitome, 
For the vindication of this verſion, ſee Vitringa in loc. 

t Shall ſuear. Our tranſlation ſeems to diſcontinue the di- 
vine ſpeech here; which weakens the force, and diminiſhes 
the dignity of the paſſage. I apprehend JEHOV AH is ſtill 
ſpeaking, and in the following words, preſcribes the form of 
the confeſſion, or dictates the words of the oath, in which 
ſinners ſhall teſtify their allegiance, —even the allegiance of 
faith. Agreeably to this ſuppoſition, I would tranſlate the 
word MAN ſaying. It will thea denote not one, or a few, 
but every tongue mentioned in the foregoing verſe. ww? 1 

am aware is of the feminine gender, but every reader knows 

how often the Hebrews neglect the nicety of gramm tical con- 

ſtruction, and every reader ſees that the idea of UN or of a 
perſon, is comprehended in the word tongue. 

The prophet's & /urely, is ſomething like the apoſtle's 
<a wwwyts yea, doubtleſs, Phil. iii. 8. The HOLY GHOST 
teaches believers to ſpeak with vehemence upon this point, to 
ſignify their ſtedfaſt and reſolute affiance in the glorious R E- 
DEEMER, together with the mighty and matchleſs impor- 
tance of this faith, I have taken in this idea, becauſe it is 
ſuggeſted by the Engliſh tranſlation, though I prefer the ex- 
cluſive ſenſe only; as implying an abſolute and total renuncia- 
tion of every other confidence. 

+ Righteoſneſs. This is the preciſe ſignification of MP2, 
which being in the plural number, ſeems to denote complete- 
neſs, A righteouſneſs, perfect, entire, and lacking nothing; 
having every thing neceſſary for our pardon, our acceptance, 


our everlaſting juſtification. 


JJ 


dubitable. 


| Le r. Il. 
by looking and believing; not by your own 
but by my works, and my fſuſlerings, be ye 
This is the myſterious but certain way 
Thus ſhall ye be delivered from guilt, reſcued 

hell, and reconciled to G OD. Who are 8 
partake of this ineſtimable beneſit? 4% the eng; 77 * 
earth, People of every nation under heaven; of ay... 


. . ” 31 ever 
ſtation in life; of every condition, and every charac 


deeds, 


ſaved, 
of ſalvation. 


ter, not excepting the chiefeſt of ſinners. 


Is it poſſible that the obedience of one ſhould (1 
innumerable millions? It is not only poſſible T 
For I am GOD infinite in dignity and 
power; therefore al-ſufficient, yea omnipotent to 
fave; to ſave all that come unto me; be the multi. 
tudes ever ſo great, or their caſes ever ſo deſperate. 
(Is nothing to be done by tranſgretlors themfelye; 
Are no conditions to be fulfilled on their part 7 None 
— there is nought beſide me. No perſon can take and 
ſhare in this great tranſaction. Nothing can in th. 
leaſt degree co-operate with my merits. Should you 
add to my obedience and death, all that ſaints have 
performed, and martyrs have endured, it would he 
like adding a grain to the fands of the ocean, vr , 
moment to the days of eternity. 

Such is my compaſſionate invitation, and this m 
inviolable decree. I have not only ſpoken, but worn; 
ſworn by myſelf, and all my incomprehenſible excel. 
lencies. The word of righteouſneſs, that which relates 
to the grandeſt of all ſubjects, and moſt important of 
all intereſts, is planned, adjuſted, and unalterably de- 
termined. Now, even now, it goes out of my mouth, 
is declared with the utmoſt ſolemnity, and eſtabliſhed 
by veracity itſelf, The word ſhall not return, either 
to be repealed hy me, or fruſtrated by any other,— 
What is the decree confirmed by this moſt awful oath ? 
We are all attention to hear it. To me every knee ſhall 
bow. Every ſoul of man, who deſires to inherit eternal 
life, ſhall ſubmit to my righteouſneſs, and as an un- 
worthy creature, as an obnoxious criminal, obtain the 
bleſſing wholly through my atonement.—To me every 
tongue ſhall fwear. Be man's fuppoſed virtues ever ſo 
various, or ever ſo ſplendid, all ſhall be difclaimed, and 
my worthineſs alone ſhall ſtand. Renouncing every 
other truſt, they ſhall repofe the confidence of their 
fouls on me alone, and make public confeſſion of this 
their faith before the whole world. But we, O LORD, 
are ignorant, we cannot order our ſpeech by reaſon ot 
darkneſs.—This then ſhall be the form of your oath, 
ſuch the tenor of your confeſſion. 

Surely—lt is a moſt wonderful, yet a moſt faithful 
ſaying, extremely comfortable and equally certain. On- 
Hot in myſelf, not in a poor frail creature, but in the 
incarnate JEH OV AH alone, in his divinely-excellent 
deeds, and unutterably-meritorious ſufferings, I have 
righteouſneſs, a righteouſneſs without ſpot, without de- 
fect, and in all reſpects conſummate; ſuch as fatishes 
every requirement of the law, and moſt thoroughly ex- 
piates all my iniquities; ſuch as renders me completely 
accepted before my judge, and entitles me to everlaſt- 
ing life. From the joyful knowledge, the perſonal ap- 
propriation, and the perpetual improvement of this in- 
eſtimable privilege, I have ſtrength for my ſanctification. 
Now do I indeed delight myſelf in the LORD, Who, 
perfectly reconciled, and inſinitely gracious, has done 
ſo great things for me. Now do I cordially love my 
neighbour ; and being ſo happy myſelf, uufeignedly 
long for his eternal happineſs, that he may be a partaker 
with me of this great ſalvation. : 

To this ſovereign decree, the prophet ſets, as it Were, 
his ſeal, or elſe, in a tranſport of joy, he foretels the 
accompliſhment of it. Yes, my brethren, to him, e. 
ven to this gracious REDEEMER, ſball nen cone. 
ſee them flying as clouds for multitude, as doves for 
ſpeed. They believe the report of his goſpel, and re- 
ceive of his fulnefs.—Whereas, all they that are offend- 
ed in him, that cannot away with his doctrine, which 
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tempt upon all human excellency, and will 
ow 2 383 to avail but that which is divine; 
who refuſe to come unto him, poor, and miſerable, and 
ſtript of every recommendation; all they hall be aſba- 
med. The fig-leaves of their own duties, or their own 
endowments, ſhall neither adorn them for glory, nor 
ſcreen them from wrath, — but ſhall abandon them to 
vengeance, and cover them with double confuſion. 
While, on the other hand, all the ſeed of Iſrael, every 
true believer, {hall be JO in the LORD. Againit 
theſe perſons no accu ation ſhall be valid; no condem- 
nation ſhall take place: ſo magnificent is the majeſty, 
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ſo ſurpaſſingly-efficacious are the merits of their 8 AV- 
OUR, that in him they ſhall not only confide, but tory; 
not only be ſafe, but triumphant ; clothed with his in- 
comparable righteouſneſs, they ſhall challenge every 
adverſary, and defy every danger. 

To this portion of ſcripture I have led back your 
thoughts, that I might not cloſe with any diſguſting 
ſentiments, but might leave a ſweet favour on your 
mind, on the reader's mind, and on the mind of, 


RE v. Sir, 
Your's, &c. 
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Ru v. SIR, 
ET me, now, reſume my obſervations on your 
epiſtle. Which I do, not for the fake of diſpu- 

ting, but for the cauſe of truth. ; 
The goſpel contains many ſublime and glorious 
truths. But there is one, which, beyond all others, 
characterizes its nature, its import, and deſign ; which 
makes it moſt eminently to differ from every other 
form of religion, profeſled or known in the world. I 
mean the doctrine of free juſtification, through the righ- 
teouſneſs of CHRIST. This is to the religion of 7 E- 
SUS, what the particular features and turns of counte- 

nance are to each individual perſon. 

have ſometimes amuſed myſelf, with ſtanding by a 
painter, and obſerving him at his work. Here I have 
been ſurpriſed to ſee, how much a very little ſtroke 
would alter the aſpect of his draught; would turn the 
gay into a melancholy, or the compoſed into a frantic 
countenance. Several of Mr Weſley's touches are to 
appearance ſmall; but, I fear, they will be found to diſ- 
figure more than a little the heavenly portrait; and 
ive anew, not the native, air, to the truth as it is in F E- 


US. But I proceed; my buſineſs being to prove, 


not to blame. 

Sinners who betake themſelves to the all- ſufficient 
SAVIOUR for redemption, are fully accepted by GOD, 
for his beloved 8 O N's fake. This is juſtification 
through imputed righteouſneſs, ſays A/ i˙ That 
« remains to be proved,” anſwers Mr We/ley.—I think, 
it is pretty largely, and, I would hope, it is ſatisfactorily 
proved, through the whole book. — Nay, I find Mr 
We/ley himſelf ere long acknowledging, that © as to 
ce the doctrine we are agreed.” Either therefore you 
have received the 4 which you demand; or elſe 
you can ſubmit without conviction, and agree without 
cauſe of agreement. Not to take advantage of ſuch 
ſlips, I would rather enlarge upon what may be uſeful. 

I would aſk Mr We/ley ; In what other way ſinners 
can be juſtifiecl or accepted, ſave only through impu- 
ted righteouſneſs ?—Through their own good deeds, 
and holy fempers? This ſuppoſes the fruits to be good, 
while the tree is corrupt ; and would make falvation 
to be of works, not of grace.—Through their own 
faith, ſtanding in the law? Then they are juſtified be- 
fore a perfect GOD, by an imperfect endowment ; 
and life eternal is obtained, by the exerciſes of their 
own mind, not by the merits of F ESUS CHRIST. 
Are they juſtified w:thout any righteouſneſs, either 
wrought by themſelves, or received * from another ? 
This is an unworthy thought; this were an unſuffer- 
able practice; JEHOVAH himſelf being judge, He 
that juſtifieth the wicked is an abomination f. 


* 0: apbawile, They who receive the gift of righteouſneſs! Rom. 
v. 17. : | | 

+ Prov, xvii.15. This is an invariable maxim. It is that 
word of GOD, which endureth for ever. Yet it is no objec- 
uon to bis method of juſtifying the ungodly, Becauſe he firſt 
imputes his 80 N's righteouſneſs unto them: thereby renders 


em truly and perfectiy righteous : then pronounces them 
No XVI. , Lo ae "Oi: 
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Say not, GOD is a free agent, and not bound to 
obſerve his own law. Say rather, the rule of righ- 
teouſneſs revealed in the law, is his moſt ſtedfaſt will; 
unchangeable as his nature, —Conſider alſo, what this 
law requires. A ſatisfaction for ſin, not defective, ' 
but completely ſufficient ; a performance of the com- 
mand, not ſincere only, but abſolutely perfect.— Will 
GOD, in juſtifying a ſinner, diſregard, contradict, 
overthrow his own law? In no wiſe. Since then it in- 
ſiſts upon what no mortal can yield, muſt not all 
fleſh periſh for ever ? 

This would be the unavoidable conſequence, if 
matters reſted on human abilities. - But here the bleſ- 
ſed goſpel comes to our relief; ſhewing us, that 
G OD, in his immenſe mercy, and unſearchable wiſ- 
dom, has found out a way, at once, to ſatisfy the un- 
alterable law, and ſave infolvent man; to juſtify 
even the chief of ſinners; yet without the leaſt-vio- 
lation of juſtice, truth, or holineſs. — What is this 
way? His own S ON accompliſhes the great work. — 
How? By relaxing the precepts of the law, that we 
may - Sas them? by diſannulling the ſentence of 
the law, that we may eſcape it? Heaven and earth 
{hall paſs away, before any ſuch diſhonourable expedi- 
ent takes place. On the contrary, he gives ſatisfac- 
tion to the ſentence, by 9 the tremendous pu- 
niſhment denounced ; and he fulfills the precept, by 
yielding the ſinleſs obedience required. Becauſe this 
was to be finiſhed in the nature which had tranſgreſ- 
ſed, therefore he was made man. Becauſe this was to 
be truly, or rather infinitely meritorious, therefore 
the man was one perſon with the GODHEAD. 

Still it may be inquired, How the obedience of 
another can relieve my diſtreſs? How indeed ! But by 
GOD's transferring my guilt to him, and imputing his 
obedience to me. By this method, the thing is clear- 
ly and completely effected. In this method, I ſee a 


propriety and an efficacy, that ſilence my doubts, and 


comfort my heart. Accordingly, it is written, in the 
ſcriptures, GOD was in CHRIST reconciling the world 
unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them. 
GOD ; the work. was too arduous to be performed 
by a created agent. Therefore G O D himſelf was in 
CHRIST. None leſs than the almighty LORD 
could execute the buſineſs. But if HE undertake it, 
how ſucceſsfully mult it be carried on, and how glo- 
riouſly finiſhed !— Reconciling the world ; not ſetting 
poor tranſgreflors to reconcile themſelves, but himſelf 
contriving all, providing all, doing and ſuffering all, 
that was needful for this great purpoſe ; being him- 
ſelf the creditor, the ſponſor, and payer of the debt.— 
How was all this brought to paſs? By net imputing our 
treſpaſſes unto us; but taking them all upon himſelf; 


ſuch; and, as ſuch, receives them to pardon, to favour, and 
eternal life. Does not the text, thus conſidered, afford an in- 
conteſtable argument for the neceſſity of an imputed rigliteouſ- 


150 


neſs? 
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hearing them all, in his own body, upon the tree; and 
ſuſtaining the vengeance due to all our crimes.— Thus 
was the holy ONE and the juſt made fin for us ; that we, 
ſinful duſt and aſhes, might, in the very ſame manner, 
be made the righteouſneſs of GOD in him. Ihe former 
could be only by imputation ; and ſo only can be the 
latter. 
If men talk of being accepted for CHRIST's ſake, 
et reject the imputation of righteouſneſs, they mult 
2 very inadequate notions concerning the relation 
which CHRIST bears to his people, and the nature 
ot his mediatorial undertaking. Does this ſeem ob- 
{cure ? 1 explain myſelf. —A perſon may conduct him- 
ſelf ſo honourably and excellently, as, on account of 
his worthy deeds, to obtain favour in behalf of ano- 
ther; and this, without being his ſurcty, or any 
thing like his proper righteouſneſs. Witneſs the fa- 
mous inſtance of the two brothers, Amyntas and Eſchy- 
lis, The former was a gallant hero; who expoſed 
his life, and loſt his arm, in the defence of his country. 
The latter was an abandoned and infamous profligate; 
whoſe crimes had brought him to the bar of public 
juſtice. The hero, on the day of trial, appeared as an 
advocate for his brother. He ſpoke nothing, but only 
lifted up to view the maimed and diſmembered arm. 
This filent oratory ſtruck the aſſembly ; and pleaded ſo 
powerfully, that the criminal was unanimoully acquit- 
ted. Here was an acquittal of one, in conſideration of 
the merits of another. But then the obnoxious 
party had no ſpecial intereſt in thoſe merits. They 
were not acquired or exerciſed, with a particular re- 
ference to his good. He could not ſay, they are 
mine. Neither did they make him, in any degree, or 
in any ſenſe, righteous. —Whereas, the reverſe of all 
this is true, with regard to FESUS CHRIST, and 
juſtified finners. This you and I, Sir, have aſſerted. 
Let us never retract the good confeſſion. But, as it 
is the truth of the goſpel, let us ſtill and for ever 


lay, 
In HIM complete we ſhine, 
Becauſe 
Ours is righteouſneſs divine. 


Theron, ſpeaking of the terms inherent and imputed, 
calls them nice diſtinctions and metaphyſical ſubtilties. 
Mr Weſley makes Aſpaſio apply the depretiating remark 
to the ative and paſſive righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 
Whereas he ſays no ſuch thing. He means no ſuch 
thing. He is treating of a ſubject totally diffęrent. 
And was he to maintain ſuch a ſentiment, every one 
muſt obſerve, it would entirely overthrow his whole 
ſcheme. 

« You oblige us to make uſe of metaphyſical ſubtil- 
« ties, by confounding theſe very different ideas, 
« that is, CHRIS T's active and paſſive righteouſ- 
« neſs. I could hardly believe my eyes, for ſome 
time ; though both of them atteſted, that this was 
produced as a quotation from pag. 159. In which 
page, and for a conſiderable ſpace, before and after, 
the ſubject of debate is the difference between inhe- 
rent and imputed righteouſneſs.—I was, I own, quite 
vexed, to ſee A/þpajio ſo maltreated ; his diſcourſe ſo 
miſrepreſented ; and fo little regard paid to literary 
juſtice. And glad Iam, that I did not give vent to 
my thoughts, _ at that inſtant. I might have been 
too warm, and not have ſpared the rod. But, upon 
cooler conſideration, I began to recover, and the pre- 
ſcription of Horace was of ſervice, 


Amara lento temperat riſu. 


I began to call your conduct, not artifice or ſleight 
of hand, but INCOSHAREY or thought miſapphed. As 
you had been thinking ſo long upon the other topic, 
it dwelt upon your imagination; kept this fram your 
attention; and led you both to miſtake and to miſcall 
things. Like a certain preacher, who having loſt his 
fortune in the bubbles of the year 1719, and having oc- 
caſion to mention the deliverance of the {/rgelites from 
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Egypt, told his audience, that Pharach an 

755 all drowned in the South fn Poe * N * 
meant the Red ſea. * 

Mr Weſley proceeds: “ We do not conf 
ce active 120 paſſive righteouſneſs.” — Does 4% — 
Sir? he that conſiders them particularly and dite 
he that examines each with a critical and minute exact. 
neſs ? If this be to confound, order and confuſion h 5 
changed their nature. | TY 
Neither do we ſeparate them.” It is { 

dliſſicult to underſtand, what you mean by 8 
the active and paſſive rightcoutneſs of our LORD S 
Separating them, as to their influence? Then > 
muſt be ſenſible, this is never done by Aſpaſio, You 
cannot but know, that he diſclaims ſuch a refinement 
He proteſts againſt ſuch a practice. Do you mean, 
treating them as things really diſtinct, though alwa 8 
uniting their agency? Then J am at a loſs to 8 
Mr We/ley with himſelf. For, in the very next para- 
graph, he thus expreſſes himſelf. «+ Through the 
* merits of his life and death, every believer is juſti. 
ce fied.” Are not the merits of his life here diſtinguiſhed 
from the merits of his death? Does not the former ex- 
preſſion denote his active, the latter his paſſive obe- 
dience? Or would you beunderitood to mean, © through 
* the merits of his life, which are nothing elſe but the 
„ merits of his death?“ If you would not ſpeak in 
this manner, ſo unworthy of your better judgment 
you do the very thing which you blame, —This is 
done ſtill more apparently, in one of your hymns, 
Where we ſec, not only a ſeparation, but a diſtia& 
uſe and application of the ſeparated ſubjects. 


Grant this, OLORD ; for thou haſt dyd, 
That I might be forgiven : 
Thou haſt the * ſupply d, 


For which I merit heaven. 


I could eafily excuſe Mr We/lzy, for being alittle in- 
conſiſtent with himſelf ; did he not alſo venture to 
confront the apoſtle, by the following aſſertion. © Nei- 
«© ther have we any authority from ſcripture, for 
either thinking or ſpeaking of one ſeparate from 
„ the other.” — Does not St Paul, in one paſſage, 
ſpeak of the obedience? in another, of the death of 
CHRIST? Does he not, in one place, enlarge upon 
the righteouſneſs? in another upon the blood of 
CHRIST? It fo, we have an authority from ſcrip- 
ture, we have the example of the chiefeſt apoſtle, for 
this way of thinking and ſpeaking. 

We have allo a concurrent teſtimony from the 
genius and import of the original language. Do 
not vraw and du ſignify ſomewhat different from 
alte and rv? Are there any approved writers, who 
ule theſe words n as ſo many ſynony- 
mous and convertible terms? If not, the voice of 
grammar will vindicate the propriety of our conduct, 
while we aſſign a ſeparate diſcourſe to each ſubject, 
and exlubit them ſeverally in the moſt diſtinct view. 

Are not light and heat always united in the ſun? ls 
the naturaliſt to blame, who conſiders them diſtinctly; 
and examines cach property, in a ſeparate treatiſe ? 
You would commend this practice in the philoſopher, 
as the way to enter thoroughly into the knowledge of 
his ſubject. And why ſhould you explode or cenſure. 
it, in the Chriſtian divine ? Are not theological truths 
as worthy of acircumſtantial and accurate inveſtigation, 
as philoſophical ? Will they not as amply reward our 
diligence, and yield as rich advantage to the ſerious 
inquirer? 8 bo | 

The righteouſneſs which juſtifies ſinners, is already 
wrought out, ſays Aſpaſio.—* A crude unſcriptural ex- 
preſton,” replies Mr Meſley.— It may be ſo. But if the 
expreſſion is plain and true, I will fit down content. 
This, however, you will allow me to obſerve, that it 
is no new one, and is not far from ſcriptural. Mor- 
eth righteouſneſs, you know, is a ſcriptural phraſe. 
Does the word out ſpoil it, or the word already? 1 
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the latter may be moſt offenſive. Yet you 


A fn th k being © juſtified b 
in this ve aragraph, of being“ juſti y 
yy NG of * RIST 8 life and death.“ Are 


tranſacted? is not the merit 

already perfect? or can any language expreſs 
22 Ns clearly, and affirm them more 
ſtrongly, than thoſe emphatical words in one of your 


own hymns ! 3 
Let us for this faith contend, 


Sure ſalvation is its end: 
Heav'n already is begun, 
Everlaſting life is won. 
Pardon me then, Sir, if I ſtill ſuſpect, that the 
doctrine and its conſequences, rather than the expreſ- 
fon and its crudity, awaken your jealouſy. If this doc- 
trine be admitted, if the juſtifying righteouſneſs be al- 
ready wrought, it muſt abſolutely overturn all your 
rerequiſites, qualiſications, and conditions; condi- 
tions of repentance, obedience, and I know not what 
beſides. We muſt ſay to every one of them, as Je hu 
ſud to the meſſengers of Foram : What haſt thou to do 
with the grand article of juſtification ? Get thee behind 
me. Could they be fulfilled, they would come a day 
too late; like the ſickle, when the harveſt is reaped. 
Could they be fulfilled in all their imaginary dignity, 
they would, in this relation, be needleſs; like a pro- 
ſal for augmenting the ſplendour of the ſun. 
« The righteouſneſs which juſtihes ſinful man, 
« was ſet on foot, when G OD ſent forth his 8 ON, 
« from the habitation of his holineſs and glory, to be 
« born of a woman, and made ſubject to the law.—lIt 
« was carried on, through the whole courſe of our 
« SAVIOUR's life; in which he always did ſuch 
« things, as were pleaſing to his heavenly FATHER. 
% At was completed, at that ever memorable, that 
« grand period, when the bleſſed IMMANUEL bow- 
« ed his dying head ; and cried, with a ſtrong trium- 
« phant voice, IT IS FINISHED.” —Upon this 
extract from Aſpaſio's diſcourſe, Mr Weſley exclaims, 
4 O vain philoſophy !'—Philoſophy ! th:s philoſophy, 
Sir! Never did I hear, till this moment, ſuch doctrines 
aſcribed to philoſophy. But this 1 have heard, and 
this I believe, that the world, even the learned and 
philoſophic world, by their boaſted wiſdom Knew not 
GOD; nor G O D's method of ſalvation, Y the ſut- 
ferings of an innocent, and the obedience of a divine 
perſon. Their philoſophy prejudiced them againſt it; 
puffed them up with a vain conceit of their own ſut- 
ficiency ; and ſet them at the greateſt diſtance from 
ſubmitting to the righteouſneſs of G O D. p 
I wiſh, Sir, you would ſhew me, in which of the 
philoſophers I might find theſe ſacred ſentiments ; or 
2 grain, or a ſpice, or a ſavour of them. I have, for 
2 conſiderable time, laid afide my Plato, and have no 
more inclination to turn over my Seneca ; becauſe I 
can ſee nothing like this divinely-precious truth, ad- 
orning and enriching their pages. But if you will 
diſcover this golden vein in their works, I will imme- 
diately renew my acquaintance with them; and will 
do the philoſophers a piece of juſtice, which Mr We/ley 
denies them. I will not call their philoſophy vain, 
but the wiſdom of G O D, and the power of GO D.—A 
righteouſneſs wrought out, and a redemption obtain- 
ed for us! the former divine! the latter eternal ! 
theſe, rightly underſtood, make us, beyond all the 
treaſures of literature, wiſe. Theſe, habitually en- 
Jed, will, more effectually than all the delineations 
morality or exhortations to virtue, render us holy. 
A divine righteouſneſs (pardon me for dwelling on 
my favourite topic) already wrought! A great re- 
demption perfectly finiſhed! And this by the abaſe- 
ment, the ignominy, the indignities ; by the cries, 
the agonies, the blood of our SAVIOUR. Yea, 
of our G OD, in faſhion as a man ; in the form of a 
ſer vant, a flave; an execrable malefactor.— What, like 
this, did a thouſand philoſophers teach? What, like 
do a thouſand of their volumes contain? to 


not theſe matters alread 
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ſtab our pride; to tame our fury; and to quench our 
luſt? to kindle our benevolence; to inflame our de- 
votion; to make us, in a word, wiſe unto ſalvation ? 

« The plain truth is, CHRIST lived and taſted 
« death for every man.” —To be ſure then, ſince eve 
man is not ſaved by him, he lived and died only to 
make their ſalvation poſſible. From this and other 
hints, I gueſs your opinion to be, that CHRIST, by 
his lite and death, obtained only a poſſibility of falva- 
tion. [Which falvation is to become our own, upon 
performing terms and conditions, bringing with us 
prerequilites and qualifications.] — If I miſtake you, 
Sir, in this caſe, you have nothing more to do, than 
ſimply to deny my ſuppoſition. This exculpates you 
at once, I ſhall rejoice to hear you ſay, © As CHRIST 
* made us, and not we ourſelves; in like manner he 
* ſaves us, and not we ourſelves. No human endow- 
* ments, no human performances, but CHRIST alone 
is the author of eternal ſalvation.” 

Should you reply, True—-CHRIST is the author 
of eternal ſalvation, but to thoſe only who obey him; — 
I mult then aſk, what obedience CHRIST requires ? 
The law ſays, Do and live.” CHRIST, the end 
of the law, ſays, © Believe in ME, and live. Be 
+ verily perſuaded, that I am ſufficient for thy ſalva- 
tion, without any working of thine at all. Is not 
the SON, the SON of the moſt high GOD, given 
* unto thee in the divine, record? Be ſatisfied with 
* his doing and ſuffering, without wiſhing for, or 
thinking of, any thing more, to procure thy final 
* acceptance.”—Let no one account lightly of this 
obedience. It is the obedience of faith. The obedi- 
ence ſuited to the name FESUS. Obedience to the 
firſt and great command of the goſpel. Beyond all 
other expedients, it excludes boaſting ; and, at the 
{ame time, produces that genuine love, that filial tear, 
which the law of works requires in yain. 

Only to make a thing poſſible, and to effect it, are 
widely different. When our king fits out a flect, and 
gives his admiral a commiſſion, to haraſs the French 
coaſts, and deſtroy the French ſhipping, he makes the 
thing poſſible. But to carry this deſign into execu- 
tion; to accompliſh the enterprize, now become prac- 
ticable; is a far more arduous taſk, and a far more ho- 
nourable achievement. How {trangely do thoſe wri- 
ters derogate from the dignity and glory of the R E- 
DEEMER, who would aſcribe to him, what cor- 
reſponds with the former ; and attribute to man, what 
bears a reſemblance to the latter 

It CHRIST only made our ſalvation poflible, then 
we are to execute the plan. We are to tace the ene- 
my, to ſuſtain the charge, and ſilence the battery: we 
are to climb the ſteep, to enter the breach, and bring 
off the ſtandards. And ſo, in all reaſon, the honour 
and praiſe muſt be our own. — Whereas, the goſpel 
gives all the honour to the Captain of our ſalvation. 
He bore the heat and burthen of the dreadful day, 
He made reconc1liation for iniquity, and brought in 
everlaſting righteouſneſs. So that all our officious at- 
tempts, like a pinnace arriving after the victory, ſhould 


be told, I. is finiſhed ; the great ſalvation is already 


wrought. And inſtead of being diſſatisfied or diſap- 
pointed, methinks, we ſhould rejoice, unfeignedly re- 
joice, in the accompliſhment of the glorious work. 

If it ſhould occur to the reader's mind, that the 
Chriſtian life is repreſented as a warfare; and that 
we ourſelves are commanded to fight, though under 
the banner of our divine leader ; to this doubt I would 


anſwer, —The Canaanite is ſtill in the land; and we hght, 


not to gain the country, but only to ſubdue the rebcls. 

„ Whoever perverts ſo glorious a doctrine, ſhews 
« he never believed.“ This may be the ſubſtance of 
what A/paſio maintains; though not repretented ſo fully 
or ſo clearly, as he has expreſſed himfelt. However, 
ſuch a tmall wrong we will readily excuſe. It was 
done with no ſiniſter intention, but for the ſake of 
brevity. © 
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To this poſition Mr Meſley replies; “ Not ſo.“— 
That is; they did really and truly believe. But, after 
their belief, they apoſtatized, and fell from the faith. 
They were, ſome time, the members of CHRIST, 
and temples of the HOLY GHOST); but, quickly 
ſevered from their divine head, they became the ſlaves 
of the devil, and brands for the everlaſting burning. 
Their names were, indeed, written in heaven. But, 
it ſeems, the heavenly records were leſs faithful than 
the pariſh-regilter. They were quickly eraſed, and 
their place in the book of life knew them no more. 

Or thus—They did as really and truly believe, as 
thoſe who are now in the manſions of glory. But, 
after their true knowledge of the name of the LORD 
JESUS; after their fal conviction of his ſufticiency 
and faithfulneſs for their ſalvation; even ſuch as in- 
clined and enabled them, to put their truſt in him alone, 
for their acceptance with GOD; they were diſap- 
pointed. Though CHRIST called them His ſheep, 
as thus hearing his voice; yet he did not give unto them 
eternal life, according to his promiſe ; but ſuffered 
Satan to pluck them out of his hand. 

Theſe ſentiments have no very probable, much leſs 
have they a pleaſing or recommending aſpect. Let 
us inquire, whether they comport with St John's de- 
termination of the caſe. Speaking of ſuch backſliders, 
he ſays, They went out from us, but they were not of us. 
Mr Wesley, to be conſiſtent with himfelt, ſhould ſay on 
this occaſion; © Not ſo; they were of you, but they 
<« fell away from you.” — The apoſtle proceeds; Hr, 
if they had been of us, nd doubt, they would have conti- 
nued with us. Had they been really converted, they 
would moſt undoubtedly have continued in our doc- 
trine and fellowſhip. Their revolt from our doctrine, 
is a manifeſt proof, that they never truly received it, 
nor with their heart believed it. 'Their departure from 
our fellowſhip, is an evident indication, that they were, 
notwithſtanding all their profeſſions, ſtill carnal, and 
never renewed by grace. 

Mr We/l:y produces a text from St Peter, with a 
view to ſupport his objection. They who turn back 
as a dog to his vomit, had once eſcaped the pollutions of 
the world, through the knowledge of CHRIST. Here 
and elſewhere I perceive the cannon roar, but without 
feeling the ball. Before this piece of ſacred artillery 
can be brought to bear upon us, it will be neceſſary 
to prove, that the knowledge of CHRIST, or even 
believing in CHRIST, always ſignifies true faith. 
In ſome places, it certainly does. In other places, it 
ſignifies no ſuch thing. Though-[ have all knowledge, 
{ays the apoſtle; yet even with this ſpecious endow- 
ment I may be nothing. There 1s a knowledge, ſays 
the ſame author, which, inſtead of edifying, or eſta- 
bliſhing the ſoul in godlineſs, pufeth up with pride. 
We are likewiſe aſſured, that Simon the ſorcerer, though 
in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the bond of iniquity, 
yet had #nowledge of the things which concerned the 
kingdom of GOD, and the name of JESUS CHRIST; 
nay, that he al/o believed, yet had neither lot nor por- 
tion in the ineſtimable bleſſing. 

Let us attend to the apoſtle's manner, and we ſhall 
be led to put the ſame interpretation upon the phraſe, 
as it is uſed in the paſſage before us.— Thefe people are 
not deſcribed like the true believers, to whom he ad- 
dreſſes the epiſtle. Here is no mention of their being 

artakers of a divine nature; of being born again by the 
incorruptible ſeed; or of having their ſouls purified by 
the SPIRIT. They are — & ſaid to have eſcaped 
the pollutions of the world.—Again ; the word ex- 
preſſive of theſe pollutions is e, which denotes 
the 232 exceſſes, and moſt ſcandalous iniquities. 
Conſequently, their abſtaining from ſuch abominations, 
imphes no more than what 1s called a negative good- 
neſs, or a mere external reformation. Their luſts had 
been reſtrained only, not ſubdued. Therefore the un- 
happy wretches were eaſily overcome by their old cor- 
ruptions. lt is farther obſervable, that St Peter never 


Lr. 1, 
conſiders theſe perſons as new creatures; 
them by no other name, than the dog and 
Such they were at firſt; no better, under all che; 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity ; and no other, even in thei. 
fouleſt relapſes. When they returned again to their v 
mit, or their filthy practices, they returned to their * 4 

There is, then, a knowledge of CHRIST, which 
is only ſuperficial and notional ; floats idly on the un 
derſtanding, but neither penetrates, nor ſantifies the 
heart. There is alſo a knowledge of CHR IST 
which is wrought by the SPIRIT, and ingrafteg 
into the ſoul ; which receives the gift of righteoul. 
neſs, and brings juſtification into the conſcience. The 
comtort and joy of which mortify the love of fin 
and produce the life of holineſs. This knowledge, 
Sir, may you and I teach; in this knowledge may 
our hearers and readers abound ; and may the divine 
power give us, by means of this knowledge, all things 
pertaining to life and godlinels ! 

The goodneſs of G O D leadeth to r — * This 
is unqueſtionably true,” ſays Mr Weſley, „ But 
e the nice metaphyſical doctrine of imputed righ- 
4 teouſneſs. —Should you not rather have ſaid, the 
nice metaphyſical phraſe? ſince, as to the dactrine, 
we are, according to your own confeſſion, agreed; 
bound therefore, each of us, equally bound to clear 
it of the conſequences, with which it may be charged, 
by the author of the Preſervative, or by any other 
objector.— And as to the phraſe, I cannot underftand, 
by what authority Mr Weſley calls it metaphyſical, 
Theres, it is true, uſes the word, and applies it to the 
preſent ſubject. But does not Mr Weſley know, that 
Theron often perſonates an enemy, and ſpeaks the lan- 
guage of unbelief ?—Be pleaſed, Sir, to explain your 
term; and ſhew, in what ſenſe it is compatible with 
this article of my faith? © Tam acquitted and count- 
* ed righteous before GO D, only through the impu- 
e tation of my SAVIOUR's obedience and death?“ 
Which is, both in ſtyle and ſentiment, truly evangeli- 
cal; but, in no degree, that I can diſcern, metaphyſical. 

When Mr Neſley adds, „This leads not to repen- 
e tance, but to licentiouſneſs;“ he ſpeaks what we 
underſtand, not what we allow. — Will any one fay, 
that ſpeculative reaſoning upon the goodneſs of GOD, 
or contemplating it barely in our ideas, leadeth to re- 
pentance? But, when we taſte and enjoy, when we 
apply and appropriate, his profuſely- rich liberality in 
CARIST; we are thereby prompted to neglect, 
abuſe, and diſhonour our great benefactor ? Or ſhall 
it be faid, the divine goodneſs, manifeſted in com- 
mon providence and inferior inſtances, tends to awa- 
ken love and work godlineſs? But the ſame divine 
2 ſhining forth in the moſt illuſtrious mani- 

eſtation, that men or angels ever knew ; ſhining forth 
with a glory, a HAST a perfection, ſufficient to 
tranſport heaven and earth with joy unſpeakable: 
this goodneſs tends to excite contempt of G OD, 
and to cheriſh carnal indulgence? Such an inſinua- 
tion, ſo depretiatory to the righteouſneſs of the blei- 
ſed JESUS, I had much rather have heard in a Fewi/ 
ſynagogue, than have ſeen in Mr Weſley's writings. 

No, Sir; this and this alone leadeth a inner to re- 
pentance. Not all the munificence of the DEITY; 
neither the rain from heaven, nor fruitful ſeaſons ; 
neither the fatneſs of the earth, nor the abundance of 
the ſeas; can take away the enmity of our nature, 
and reconcile our affections to GOD. Nothing, 
nothing but a ſenſe of pardon and acceptance, through 
the work finiſhed on IMMANUEL's crofs. —If 
you pleaſe to review the text, you will not affirm, 
that the apoſtle is aſſerting the eflicacious influence of 
providential goodneſs on the hearts of men. He is 
evidently inveighing againſt the W and almoſt ge- 
neral abuſe of ſuch bounty. Though it ought, it 
does not produce gratitude and duty. It would in- 
deed upon upright, but it does not thus operate upon 


He calls 
the ſow, 


depraved minds, No cauſe is adequate to this effect, 
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juſtiſication through 7E SUS CHRIST. 
* 2 13 cannot bas add to his faith, works 
« of righteouſneſs.“ — © During his firſt love,” ſays 
Mr Wefley, © this is often true. But it 1s not true 
« afterwards, as we know and feel by melancholy ex- 
40 perience.“ — How, Sir! do you yourſelf feel this? 
Where then is your ſinleſs perfection? Can they be 
verfect, whoſe love ceaſes to glow, and whoſe zeal 
loſes its activity? Does Mr Weſley himſelf make this 
confeſſion ? Let him then ſay with us ;— and let us 
ſay, with invariable ſtedfaſtneſs, and with IRE 
oratitude,—Blefled be GOD for perfection in FESU 
CHRIST! 

Do you learn, Sir, what is here acknowledged, by ob- 
ſervations made upon others? Then thoſe others, I 
apprehend, if they do not exerciſe themſelves in good 
works, either have no faith, and deceive both you 
and themſelves, — or elſe they intermit and diſconti- 
nue the exertion of their faith. Which neither de- 
tracts from the eſſicacy of the principle, nor diſproves 
Aſpaſio's opinion. It is not ſaid, the believer never 
trips, nor falters in the courſe of his obedience ; but 
he always adds to his faith, the duties and works of 
obedience. Whenever the former acts, the latter con- 
ſtantly enſue. 50 * we live by the faith of the 
SON of GOD, we ſhall not fail to bring forth thoſe 
fruits of righteouſneſs, which are through FESUS 
CHRIST. 

This is ſtrongly maintained, by A/pa/io, in another 
place. It is as impoſſible for the ſun to be in his 
« meridian height, and not diſſipate darkneſs, or dit- 
« fuſe light; as for faith to exiſt in the ſoul, and not 
« exalt the temper, and meliorate the conduct.” — 
This is very 98 implied, in our LO K D's in- 
terrogation to his diſciples; Where is your faith? It 
muſt be dormant and inactive, like the ſap of the 
trees in winter, or like the faculty of reaſoning in 
ſleep. Otherwiſe it would baniſh your fears, even a- 
midſt the raging ſtorm; and produce an undaunted 
confidence in GOD your S AVIO U R.— The de- 
ſign of all this is, to evince the wiſdom of the go- 
ſpel, which lays ſuch a ſtreſs upon faith; ſo frequently 
urges the neceſſity of faith, above and before all 
things; repreſenting it, as the principal work of the 
divine SPIRIT, and the great inſtrument of recei- 
ving ſalvation. Hence it appears, that the ſacred plan 
is not formed in vain; much leſs is it calculated to 
inppreſs or diſcourage real holineſs. 

„We no longer obey, in order to lay the founda- 
tion for our final acceptance.” Theſe words I read 
with pleaſure.— That foundation is already laid in 
„the merits of CHRIST :” Theſe I contemplate 
with {till greater ſatisfaction. But when I come to 
the following clauſe, © Yet we obey, in order to our 
final acceptance through his merits;“ with diſap- 
pointment and regret I cry, How is the gold become 
dim! how is the moſt fine gold changed ! | 

A foundation, for what * Aſpaſio would reply, For 
pardon, for reconciliation, and for everlaſting falva- 
tion; for peace of conſcience, for acceſs to GOD, 
tor every ſpiritual and eternal bleſſing.—A foundation, 
of what kind? In all reſpects — incapable of 
my augmentation ; not to be ſtrengthened, enlarged, 
or improved by all the duties and all the deeds of 
prophets, apoſtles, martyrs ; becauſe it has omnipo- 
tence for its eſtabliſhment.—A foundation, for whom ? 


or ſinners; for the vileſt and moſt miſerable of ſin- 


ners: that all guilty and undone wretches may come; 
and though ever ſo weary, ever ſo heavy laden, may 
caſt their barthen upon this Rock of ages; in full aſ- 
ſurance of finding reſt, and obtaining ſafety. 


Ihis is chearing; this is charming. What pity it 
% _ ſuch an illuſtrious truth ſhould be clouded, 
a 


Ich a precious privilege ſpoi : 
Cats % W P ge ſpoiled, by that ungracious 


: e obey, in order to our final accept- 


No 2 t is this, Sir, your conſtant profeſſion? 
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I muſt do you the juſtice to own, that you have hap- 
pier moments, and more becoming apprehenſions.— 
When you join in public worſhip, this is your hum- 
ble and juſt acknowledgment ; * Although we be 
« unworthy, through our manifold fins, to offer unto 
„ thee any ſacrifice; yet we beſeech thee to accept 
« this our bounden duty and ſervice.” When you 
criticiſe upon Aſpaſio, the note is changed, and this is 
the purport of your ſtrain ; We beſeech thee to ac- 
* cept us, on account of theſe our ſervices; for we 
% do them, O LORD, with a profeſſed view to this 
« end.” To implore acceptance for our duties, con- 
feſſes them to be mean and contemptible. Whereas, 
to expect acceptance on their account, ſtrongly inti- 
mates their excellency ; that they are worthy in a 
very high degree; ſo as to obtain favour, not for 
themſelves only, but for a miſerable creature alſo, 
who confeſſes himſelf ſubject to manifold fins, 

I faid, “on account ot” For, if you obey, in or- 
der to your final acceptance; ſurely, you muſt expect 
final acceptance and eternal life, on account of your 
own obedience, A poor object diſplays his ſores, and 
relates his diſtreſs, in order to obtain your alms. Does 
he not then expect your alms on account of his ſores, 
his diſtreſs, and his piteous tale? What a coalition is 
here between Mr We/ley and the ſubjects of the triple 
crown! I find the whole council of Trent eſtabliſhing his 
ſentiments by their anathematizing decree. Theſe are 
their words; © If any one ſhall ſay, that the righ- 
* teous ought not, for their own good works, to ex- 
e pect the eternal reward, through the merit of 7 E- 
« SUS CHRIST, let him be accurſed *.” —Do you 
ſpeak of the merit of CHRIST? So do they. Do 
you, in ſome ſenſe, allow CHRIST to be the foun- 
dation ? So do they, Are your works to rear the e- 
difice, and perform the moſt reſpectable part of the 
buſineſs ? So are theirs. 

By this time, I believe, the thoughtful reader will 
gueſs the reaſon, why you oppoſe and decry imputed 
righteouſneſs. You are ſolicitous, it ſeems, not bare- 
ly for works of obedience, but for their value and 
credit in the affair of ſalvation ; for their ſigniſicancy 
and influence, in winning the good-will of JEH O- 
VAH. Since this is your notion, you may well be 
offended at CHRIS T's imputed righteouſneſs. This 
will admit of no partner or coadjutor. This, Sir, in 
the caſe of juſtification, pours contempt upon all your 
moſt laborious exerciſes, and admired attainments. 
Yea, this being divine and inconceivably excellent, 
pours all around a blaze of glory, in which all our 
puny doings are loſt, as the ſtars in the meridian ſun- 
ſhine. 

We obey in order to final acceptance.” —Me- 
thinks, this diſcovers no more gratitude, than wiſdom. 
Is it not an officious indignity to that noble goodneſs, 
which has ſet forth FESUS CHRIST for a pro- 
pitiation ? Is it not a contemptuous diſregard of that 
heavenly voice, which ſaid, with ſo much ſolemnity, 
In him I am well pleaſed with the children of men ?— 
Does this exalt, does it not degrade the SAVIOUR? 
Does it mortify, does it not cheriſh the pride of man ? 
According to this ſcheme, the merits of our LORD 
are the foundation, not immediately of our acceptance, 
but of that ſituation only, in which we are ſuppoſed 
capable of acquiring it ourſelves. They are, in ſhort, 
no more than a mere pedeſtal; on which human worth, 
or rather human vanity may ſtand exalted, and chal- 
lenge the favour of heaven. 

Ah, Sir! acceptance with G OD, is an immenſely- 
rich and glorious bleſſing; a high and tranſcendently- 
precious privilege; incomparably too high and glorious, 
to be obtained, in any degree, by ſuch mean obedi- 
ence as yours and mine.—The pardon of rebels againſt 


Si quis dixerit, juſtos non debere, pro bonis operibus, expe- 
flare æternam retributionem, per Jeſu Chriſti meritum, anathema. 
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the King of kings! the reception of leprous ſinners 


into the boſom of heaven! {ſhall ſuch effects, than 


which nothing can be greater; ſhall ſuch beneſits, than 


which nothing can be richer ; be aſcribed to human 


obedience ? What, but the very diſtraction of our 
diſeaſe, can have occaſioned or can account for a 
thought ſo extreme in abſurdity !—[Shall we, ſordid 
wretches, with our ulcerous ſores, our withered limbs, 
and a ſiupor over all our faculties ; ſhall we think our- 
ſelves able to ds Jomet heng for HIM, who needeth 
not the ſervices of angels? nay, to do ſomething con- 
ſidcrable enough, to found a claim to that tranſcendent 
honour and happineſs, the light of his countenance  ] 
— Our adorations ! our thankſgivings! our praiſes ! 
our prayers | our preaching ! our ſacramental duties! 
what are they all but filthy rags *, compared with 
his inconceivable holineſs and glory ? What part of 
his work do we attempt, but we debaſe it with our 
deplorable imperfections, or pollute it with our very 
touch !—Shame then belongs to us, ſhame and con- 
tuſion of face, whenever we look to ourſelves or our 
own performances. While all our comfort, all our 
hope, is to be derived from the only righteous one 
CHRIST FESUS. 

If we know not enough of our own meanneſs and 
impotency, let us liſten to the prophet ala f. In 
order to our acceptance with G O P, he informs us, 
Lebanon with all her ſtately cedars ig not ſufficient to 
burn ; nor all the beaſts, that range through her exten- 
live ſhades, ſu/frcient for a burnt-offering. Nations, 
whole nations, avail no more than ſingle perſons. 
Should they unite their abilities, and exert all their 
eflorts, to do ſomething which may recommend them 
to J[EHOVAH j; all would be mean, ineffectual, 
deſpicable. Mean, as the arop of a bucket, which falls 
to the ground, and none regards it. Inctlectual, as 
the duſt upon the balance, which wants even that ſmall 
degree of impetus, neceſſary to turn the moſt nicely 
poiſed ſcales. Deſpicable, as the atom that floats in 
the air, and has not weight enough to ſettle itſelf on 
any object. — Should you reply, in all theſe things 
there is ſome, though very little ſubſtance; the pro- 


het farther declares, that all nations in the world, 


with all their virtues, accompliſhments, and works, 


would, before the infinitely-majeſtic G O D, be as no- 


thing, leſs than nothing, yea, vanity itſelt; inca- 
pable, abſolutely incapable of winning his favour, or 
doing any thing worthy of his notice . — Bleſſed 
therefore, for ever bleſſed be divine grace, that we 


„I. Ixiv. 6. In ſuch a light, I cannot but look upon the 
ſervices and works of frail man. In ſuch a light they are re- 
preſented, in various parts of our public devotions. And if 
we are but humble enough to confeſs ourſelves fenners, in ſuch 
a light they mu/t appear to every diſcerning and impartial eye. 
Since nothing, even in hell itſelf, is more loathſome, or im- 
parts a more horrid defilement, than ſin.—If ſuch ſervices are a 
ſweet-ſmelling ſavour to G OD, it is owing to that copious 


incenſe, (dH , Rev. viii, 3.) which ariſes from the gold- 


en cenſer and the golden altar. (Rev. viii. 3.) It is wholly ow- 
ing to the infinite dignity and all-recommending eflicacy of 
CHRIST's blood, interceſſion, and righteouſnels. 

4+ If. xl. 15. 16. 17. 

+ Do we want to learn the prophet's aim and deſign in this 
magnificent paragraph? we may, to our great ſatis faction, con- 
ſult his ſagacious and devout commentator Vitringa. Hic al- 
tius ſurgens oratio, non tantum omne meritum abjudicat carni, 
ſed docet etiam et inculcat, efſe hac omnia que gentes ad placan- 
dum numen finxernnt, merum nihil et inane, Nullum plane pon- 
dus afferre in commendatione cauſe fue apud Deum imo eſſe ni- 
hilo if/o et inani inferiora, ſi quid nihilo minus fingi et cogitari 
poffit. Non poteſt in natura : ſed fingi poteſt et obtinet in &cono- 


mia ſpirituali. Eft enim ibi quod ita non prodeſt ad obtinendam 
juftitiam apud Deum, ut ſimul noceat. Cujus generis ſunt omnia 


ewprnle of commenta ſapientiæ carnis. Non tantum Deo non 


commendant, ſed potius iram et indignationem divinam provo- 


cant, | 
| May-I be allowed to elucidate the noble paſſage quoted 


above ? Sure I am, 
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he annotator fails in the execution, and 
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the reader will not be diſpleaſed with the 


Le r. III. 


have a great High Prieſt, in whom GOD ; 
18 well pleaſed — his very ſoul Aclighters pads 
ſacrifice, and whole work, have merited all the = 
that ſinners can want, or the ALMIGHTY can 1 
If we are not yet duly humbled, nor willing to "ui 
tels ourſelves beholden to divine grace alone; if we 
{till reſolve to be principals or partners with the a 
MEDIATOR, in the purchaſe of the ineſtimable 
jewel, let us fear, leſt the LORD our ri hteouſj 5 
reſent ſuch a diſhonour done to himſelf; and 4. 
his wrath, that we ſhall have neither lot nor — 
in this matter. Of this he has expreſsly warned ts 
by his apoltle; If ye be circumciſed, CHRIST - Pins 
fit you nothing. What would St Paul teach us by thi 
ſolemn proteltation ? —That no Jew can be ſaved ? 
Himſelt was an Hebrew of the Hebrews ; circumciſed 
the eighth day.—That a Chriſtian would, by recei. 
ving circumciſion after his converſion to CHRIST 
forfeit all his privileges? No; for he himſelf circum. 
cited Timothy, to gain him a fair hearing from the 
judaizing bigots.—Or is circumciſion here uſed 
way of 1ynecdoche, for the ceremonial law? teach. 
ing us, that, as the Moſaic rites were now aboliſhed 
an attempt to continue the obſervance of them, would 
be an unpardonable oppoſition to the deſigns of Pro- 
vidence ? The charitable compromiſe, recorded in the 
xivth to the Romans, leads to a different concluſion. 
Or did thoſe ſeducing teachers, who required this 


— — — Egregium opus 
Culpa deterere ingeni. 


The prophet, {truck with the contemplation of a moſt glo- 
rious perſonage, cries out, like one tranſported and amazed, 
Ilho Never was any thing comparable to him, either exiſtin 
in nature, or imaged by fancy. ho hath meaſured the waters, 
the unfathomable deep, and the boundleſs wave; meaſured 
them, not in his capacious ciſtern, but in the hollow of his hand? 
Who hath meted out heaven, an expanſe in which worlds re- 
volve, and extended to immenſity; meted it, not with an out- 
ſtretched line, but with the ſpan of his fingers? Vo hath com- 
prehended the duſt of the earth, all the ſolid contents of this pro- 
digiouſly-large globe, as a litile pittance in the ſmalleſt meaſure ? 
Who hath weighed the mountains, with all their ponderous ridges, 
and the hills, with all their maſſy rocks, as a man weigheth 
an ounce or a dram in his ſcahs Here I would only obſerve 
the judicious choice of objects. By far the moſt giltinguithed 
and magnificent, that the univerſe affords. The abyſs of wa- 
ters, and the circuit of the ſkies! the dimenſions of the earth, 
and the clevation of the mountains ! Compared with which, 
the loftieſt groves are leſs than the hyſſop on the wall; and 
= moit ample cities are ſmaller than a grain of muſtard- 
ced. 

Then follows a compariſon, more admirable, if it be poſ- 
ſible, than this fine deſcription. Behold? The nations, whether 
on the neighbouring continent or in the remoteſt iſles, are, 
before this exalted Being, as the ſmall drop of a bucket, which 
is almoſt too ſcanty to deſerve our notice. They are as the 
ſmaller duft upon the balance, which is not ſufficient even to 
turn the hovering ſcale. They are as the ſmalleſt atom, which 
has not weight enough to reach the ground, nor force enough 
to reſiſt the ſlighteſt undulations of the air. Yea, all the na- 
tions of the earth, amidſt all their pomp and grandeur, with 
all their boaſted accompliſhments and admired works, are, be- 

ore this incomprehenſible GOD, as a mere nothing, Car - 
language go farther? Can imagination take a bolder flight? 
Yes ; the aſtoniſhingly-rich ideas of the prophet add a heigh- 
tening, a redoubled heightening even to this inimitable picture, 
The kingdoms of the world, with all their inhabitants, an 
all their honours, are leſs than nothing; are leſs than Va- 
nity itſelf, in the eſtimate of the almighty JEHO V AH. 

WF his, if I am not greatly miſtaken, is one of the moſt high- 
ly finiſhed ſketches of the beautiful and ſublime, extant in the 
whole compaſs of letters. Let us always remember, chat the 
majeſtic perſon, whom it defcribes, is our atonement and righ- 
teouſneſs (ver. 2.), is our ſhepherd and guide (ver. 1 1.) if will 
then be one of the moſt conſolatory and delightful truths, in 
all the book of GOD.—And O! my we never forget, that 
the ſmall drop of the bucket, the ſmaller duſt on the balance, 
the volatile atom, and that which is leſs than nothing, 47e 
intended to ſhew us, what figure our own endeavours, works 
and duties make in the ſight of almighty G OD. We ih 
then have a doctrine, moſt powerful to humble us, 10 abaſe 
and to tcach us to renounce our own righteouſneſs. 
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conformity from the Gentile converts, require them 
to renounce CHRIST, and relapſe into mere Ju- 
daiſm ? Neither is this at all ſuppoſable. They only 
required ſach a conformity, © in order to their accept- 
« ance through his merits;“ which they never reject- 
ed, but only placed as a foundation for their own. 

What then can be meant by, CHR1ST hall profit 

1 nothing, if ye be circumciſed ? It ye make circumci- 
fon, or any thing whatever, beſides the righteouſneſs 
of CHRIS J, neceſſary to your acceptance with GOD, 
ye ſhall receive no advantage from all that the R E- 
DEEMER has done and ſuffered. This is to halt 
between works and grace, between CHRIST and 
(elf, And ſuch divided regards, he will interpret as 
an aſfront, rather than an acceptable homage. In- 
4-ed,” this is, in Chriſtians, the ray apoſtaſy. By 
this they deny the ſufficiency of their SAVIOU R's 
moſt conſummate righteouſneſs. They caſt themſelves 
entirely out of the covenant of grace, and mult ex- 
pet no ſalvation but by doing the whole law. 

This is the awful apoſtolic caution. To which let 
me ſubjoin the plain apoſtolic inſtruction —Te are ac- 
cepted, ſays St Paul, not partially, but entirely ; not 
occaſionally, but finally, in the BELOVED. All 
acceptance, of whatever kind, or whatever date, is 
wholly in him, not in any thing of our own. —The 
author to the Hebrews aflirms, that CHRIST hath 
obtained redemption, not left it to be accompliſhed, 
either in greater or ſmaller meaſure, by our diligence 
and duties. No; he himſelf hath obtained, both pre- 
ſent and final, yea, complete and eternal reaemption for 
us. And will you, Sir, aſcribe to your own obedience, 
what the apoſtle ſo expreſsly aicribes, and ſo entirely 
appropriates, to the bleſſed JESUS: The ſame wri- 
ter aſſures us, that CHRIST, by one offering, hath 
perfected for ever them that are ſanctiſied. Them that 
are cleanſed with the blood of ſprinkling, he hath not 
only diſcharged from the guilt of fin, but rendered 


them unblameable and unreproveable, before the Ma- 


jeſty of heaven. He hath done all that is neceſſary 
for their full, perfect, and everlaſting acceptation. 
Yes; whether it be in life or death; whether it be at 
the throne of grace, or the tribunal of judgment; 
during the ſpan of time, or through the ages of eter- 
nity; all that is neceſſary for our perfect acceptation is 
done: done by an infinitely-better hand, than our 
own; by an inſinitely-better expedient, than any hu- 
man obedience. 

Dol, by theſe remonſtrances, ſet at nought true 
holineſs? or ſuppoſe a ſalvation ſeparate from holy 
obedience? You, Sir, cannot entertain ſuch a ſuppo- 
lation ; ſince, in your very laſt remark, you was diſ- 
latisfied with my inſiſting on the inſeparable connection 
of a living faith, and works of righteouſneſs. I ho- 
nour and prize*works of righteouſneſs. I would in- 
cellantly inculcate, both the indiſpenſable neceſſity, 
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ö 
and the manifold utility, of holy obedience. We are 
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redeemed, that we may be zealous of good works. 
We are created in CHRIST FESUS, that we 
may be able to do good works. And by good works 
we are to — our TAT HER which is in hea ve 

Only I would have good works know their vropl 
ſtation, and their proper office. I am far from ſet- 
ting at nought the ſervices of the hand or the foot. 
But I ſhould very much diſapprove their deſign, I 
ſhould utterly deſpiſe their pretenſions, if they ſhould 
offer to intrude themſelves on the province of the eye, 
or act as the organs of ſight. Apply this ſimile to the 
obedience of man, and juſtiſication before G O D, or 
acceptance with ,GOD; you will then ſee, in what 
rank I place, in what eſteem 1 hold, both the one and 
the other. 

As I would have obedience know its proper place, 
ſo I would have it takea right form. The obedience, 
which you propoſe, is the obedience of the bond-man, 
not of the free. A flave, bought with our money, 
obeys in order to be accepted. A ſervant, hired to 
diſpatch our buſineſs, obeys in order to receive his 
wages. But the child obeys, becauſe he is beloved; 
becauſe he is the heir ; and all things, which the fa- 
ther hath, are his. 

« Obey in order to acceptance!“ — Indeed, Sir, 
you quite miſtake the principle and ſource of Chriſtian 
obedience. Nor ſhall I undertake to rectify your miſ- 
taken apprehenſions, leſt you ſhould ſcorn to learn 
from an inferior. I will refer you to a ſet of teach- 
ers, from whom you need not bluſh to receive inſtruc- 
tion. But as this may demand a very particular con- 
ſideration, I ſhall poſtpone it to ſome future opportu- 
nity, and aſſign to it a diſtinct epiſtle. 

In the mean time, it you ſhould aſk, why I have 
been ſo copious upon this point ? I anſwer, becauſe it 
is a matter of the utmoſt importance. An error on 
this ſubject, is as detrimental to our ſpiritual welfare, 
as a fault in the firſt concoction 1s to the animal con- 
ſtitution. A miſtake concerning acceptance with GOD, 
mult ſet in a falſe light every religious truth, and ſhed 
a malignant influence on every religious ſentiment. 

If you aſk, why I have repeated the obnoxious pro- 
poſition, almoſt as frequently as the rams horns ſound- 
ed the fatal blaſt, on the day when Jericho was over- 
thrown ? Ianſwer, For the very ſame purpoſe. To 
overthrow, if poſſible, ſo pernicious a notion ; to 
lay it as low, as the fortifications of that devoted city. 
And I hope, neither Mr Weſley, nor any other, will 
attempt to rebuild it, leſt they /ay the foundation there- 
of, in the diſhonour of the bleſſed REDEEMER, 
and ſet up the gates of it, in the diſtreſs of precious 
ſouls. Both which effects, I am perſuaded, are very 
remote from your intention. That they may be e- 

qually remote from your preaching, your writing, 
and all your doctrine, is the ſincere wiſh of, c. 
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Had, in the warmth of my concern, almoſt for- 

got to take notice of a text, which you produce 

from 1 Tim. vi. 17. 18. 19.; and, which is ſomewhat 

range, produce as a proof, that the apoſtle requires 

bo 2 Wage to obey, in order to their final accept- 
ce. 

Is Paul then become the apoſtate? and do the curſes 
which he has denounced againſt the ſeducers of the 
233 converts, fall at length on his own head? 
8 paced Timothy at l as a bulwark againſt 
dle encroachments of other doctrines. Was it with a 


relerve for liberties of this kind, Which he himſelf 


vol take? Can we think his mind ſo much altered, 


e told thoſe very Epheſians, that, without ſeek- 


ing acceptance through their obedience, they were al- 
ready accepted inthe BELOVED! Does he now re- 
tract the bleſſed truth? adviſing the rich, to raile a 
cloud of golden duſt, that it may cover their ſins, 
and waft them to the ſkies? at the ſame time, exclu- 
ding the poor from the fellowſhip of this new gaſpel, 
and the hope of glory. Is he grown aſhamed of that 
righteouſneſs of C O D, which, he aſſured the Romans, 
was the power of G O D unto falvation, o y through 
believing ? And are we, Sir, grown weary of that pure 
doctrine, which was reſtored to us, by our glorious re- 
formers? Are we willing to give up the depoſitum, 
and return to the more than Egyptian darknels of friars 
and monks ? auth Who 
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But to the point. I ſhall tranſcribe the text, and 
add a ſhort paraphraſe ; which may, perhaps, ex- 
Jain the meaning, and beſt refute the objection. 

arge them that are rich in this world, that they do 
good, that they be rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, 
willing to communicate ; laying up in ſtore for themſelves a 
good foundation, that they may lay hold on eternal life, 
Charge them, thoſe believers “ among you, who are 
rich in this world ; that they do good, that, as members 
of CHRIST, they thew kindneſs, and exerciſe be- 
neficence to others. That they be rich in good works, 
abounding in thoſe works and labours of love, which 
flow from faith, or a comfortable perſuaſion of their 
intereſt in CHRIST. Ready to diſtribute, on all pro- 
per occaſions, with chearfulneſs and delight; as count- 
ing it more bleſſed to give, than to receive. Milling, 
even without ſolicitation, to communicate ; and not on- 
ly embracing, but ſceking every opportunity of re- 
lieving the neceſſttous. Lightly eſteenung all that is 
called wealth here below; and laying up in ſtore for 
themſelves another kind of treaſure, even CHRIST, 
who is the pearl of price, and the true riches. ] This 
will be a good foundation of hope, of comfort, and 
joy : againſt the time to come, whether it be the trying 
ſeaſon of ſickneſs, the awful hour of death, or the 
more tremendous day of judgment: That, placing 
their affections on him, and having their treaſure in 
him, they may be found wiſe merchants : not graſp- 
ing uncertainties and ſhadows, but /aying faſt hold 
on + fure and ſubſtantial poſſeſſions; even an eternal 
life. 

* Me eſtabliſb the law : we provide for its honour by 
&« the perfect obedience of CHRIST,“ fays Aſpaſio.— 
Can you poſlibly think,“ replies Mr We/tey, © that St 
« Paul meant this?“ — Before I anſwer this queſtion, 
give me leave to aſk another. Have you, Sir, done 
juſtice to Afpaſio? Is what you quote, the whole 
of his interpretation? have you not ſecrcted a ſen- 
tence, which ſpeaks the very thing you blame for 
omitting !? | 

A member of the houſe of Commons, haranguing 
the honourable aſſembly, took the liberty to aflert, 
% The gentlemen in the nunilterial interett, never pro- 
% pole any thing for the good of their country.” — 

This was no ſooner uttered, than a warm partizan of 
the other ſide ſtarting up, complained loudly of ca- 
lamny and ſcandal. Hold, Sir, for a moment, faid 
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the interrupted orator. Let me juſt finiſh my ſen- 


The exhortation is addreſſed, not to the ungodly, but 
to true believers; who had received CHRIST, and were 
ſaved through grace; conſequently, had no need to win or 
attain eternal life, but only to make it, in their own appre- 
henſion, or to their own conſciences, more and more ſure. 
Had they been unconverted people, the apoſtle would, like 
his divine MASTER diſcourſing with the rich, but unregenc- 
rate Nicodemus, have ſtruck at the root of their miſery; and 
ſpoke of more important things, than diſtributing a little ſhi- 
ning duſt among the poor. 

+ Take ſaſt hold on—thus I would tranſlate that emphatical 
compound word *mztwlz;, Which agrees with the experience of 
the Chriſtian, and is not without the authority of the critic. — 
With the experience of the Chriſtian. Since believers, by the 
exerciſe of faith, producing all good works, are continually 
maintaining and increaſing their hold of CHRIST; and of 
that eternal life, which is given them in him. With the autho- 
rity of the critic. For the word ſignifics, © to ſcize with 
« great vehemency ; to lay hold on with both hands, as upon 
« a thing we are glad to have got, and will be loath to let go 
& again.” LEiGH's Crit. Sacr.— That it does not, in this 
connection, denote an apprehending of fomewhat not taken 
hold of before, is evident frem verſe the twelfth, where this 
very exhortation is directed to Timothy himſelf: who was an 
eminent man of G ON, and the ſubject of particular prophe- 
cies; was a believer of the firſt claſs, and an undoubted heir 
of life and immortality: who needed not therefore to attain, 
but to live in the ſtedfaſt hope and unintermitted expectation 
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tence, and then give vent to your vehement invec 
tives. My intention was to have added; „ but os 
« in the oppoſition readily agree to their meaſures,” 
Upon hearing this explanation, the houſe ſmiled, and 
the haſty zealot ſat down aſhamed. : 

Let me produce the whole period now under con. 
ſideration. Ihen I beheve, the reader will allow that 
Mr We/ley has imitated this haſty gentleman, i one 
inſtance; and whether he has not ſome reaſon to imi. 
tate him in another, I ſhall leave to his own determi- 
nation.—immediately after the diſplay of free juſtiſica- 
tion, or of rightesiſneſt imputed without works *, Aſpaſin, 
aware of the poſlibility of abuſing his doctrine, 4 "Bhs 
the indiſpenſable neceſſity of holineſs. This done, as 
quite cleared from the accuſation, he triumphs with 
the apoſtle; Do we then make void the law, through 
&« faith, in the imputed righteouſneſs of our LORD: 
* GOD forbid? yea, we eſtabliſh the law. Conſider. 
« ed as the original covenant of life, we provide for 
« its honour, by the perfect obedience of CHRIST 
* Conſidered as the invariable fandard of duty; we 
% enforce its obſervance, by the moſt rational, manly, 
and endearing motives J. —Here, Sir, was hardly 
any room for the precipitancy of interruption, becauſe 
the whole paſſage lay before you. And it is a little 
ſurpriſing, that you ſhould fee and animadvert upon 
the former clauſe ; yet neither ſee, nor regard the 
clauſe immediately following. 

„Did ſuch a thought (of eſtabliſhing the law, by 
the atonement and righteouſneſs of CARIST) e- 
“ ver enter into St Paul's mind: Let the prece- 
ding context determine. Has the apoſtle been opening 
the true ſenſe of the precepts, that they might be right- 
ly underſtood ? Has he been inculcating the inviolable 
obligation of the precepts, that they might be duly 
practiſed? Has he not been aſſerting a juſtification ab- 
{olutely free, effected by the righteouſneſs of G OD, 
without any co-agency Hom the righteouſneſs of man? 
Does he not, in the laſt words, profefſedly encounter 
the objection, which, in every age, has been raiſed 
againſt this ſacred doctrine? “ Hereby you neglect 
e and diſhonour the divine law.“ No; ſays the inſpired 
apologiſt, the law is hereby e/tabli/hed, and ſhewn to 
be more ſtable than earth or heaven. The grand Le- 
giſlator himſelf ſhall be humbled to its obedience ; the 
GOD who gave the law, ſhall bleed for its penalties; 
rather than a tittle fail of its due accompliſhment.— 
Magnified thus, the law indeed is, and made for e- 
ver honourable. And though A/paſio does not exclude 
our practical regards, I do venily, for my own part, 
believe, that the former ſentiment, againſt which you 
exclaim, was uppermoſt with the apoſtle, and is the 
chief deſign of the text. 

Yes, Sir; it was the apoſtle's chief deſign, to ſhew 
the perfect conſiſtency of free juſtification with the 
moſt awful glories of the DEITY ; and thereby lay 
a firm foundation for the hope of a ſinner. Had ju- 
ſtice, which is the eſſential glory of G O D's nature, 
or the law, which is the revealed glory of his will— 
had either of theſe been violated, by the evangelical 
{cheme ; benign and deſirable as it is, it mult have 
been utterly rejected; it could never have taken place; 
the whole world muſt have periſhed, rather than ſuch 
an injury be offered to any of the divine perfections. 
Therefore St Pau! moſt ſweetly teaches, and molt ſa- 
tisfactorily proves, that, inſtead of being injured, they 
are moſt illuſtriouſly diſplayed by the obedience and 
death of CHRIST. By this means, ] EH O VAI 
is inflexibly juſt, even in juſtifying the ungodly ; and 
his law is highly exalted, even in abſolving the tran!” 
greſſor, that believeth in JESUS. 

Here is firm footing ; here is felid rock. 
Solid rock, on-which the ſinner may reſt, who is well 
nigh ſunk in deſpair ; while the waves and billows ot 


* Rom. iv. 6. + Theron and Ajpaſio, p. 160. 
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e> fins | tion go over his alarmed ſoul.— Firm 
2 100 ich he may proceed, who ſees the im- 
2 oh of his eternal intereſts, and does not riſk 
— on the vague notion of mere mercy; dares not 

zwe into the modiſh gm nv which leaves ſuch ve- 

ble things, as the juſtice of the Moſt High and 
2 of the Moſt Hot , deſtitute of their due ho- 
__ and leaves ſuch impotent creatures as men, to 
ſhift for themſelves, by doing the beſt they can. 

« The plain meaning is, we eſtabliſh both the true 

« ſenſe, and the effectual practice of the law: we 
« provide for its being both underſtood and practiſed 
« in its full extent.” How can you make this pro- 
viſion, if you ſet aſide the conſummate obedience of 
CHRIST; who ts the end of the law for righteouſneſs ; 
for accompliſhing that righteouſneſs, which its pre- 
cepts deſcribe, and its conſtitution demands. f 
O! Sir, did you conſider, what that meaneth, which 
the apoſtle ſtyles 72 «valor , you would not uſe this 
language. Can we—can ſuch miſerable ſinners as we, 
ever dream of effectually practiſing, in its full extent, 
chat law, which condemns every failure; which re- 
uires truth in the inward parts, which inſiſts upon 
perfection, abſolute perfection, in every inſtance, and 
on all occaſions ; charging us, 


With af intenſe, and unremitted nerve, 
To hold a courſe unfaltering, 


to the very end of our lives, and from the beginning 
of them too? — Attend, I entreat you, Sir, to this 


moſt ſublime ſanity of the divine law. Then, in- 


ſtead of ſaying, we provide for its performance in the 
full extent of its demands; you will probably ſay, with 
a more becoming modeſty, we provide for its per- 
formance, in a way of willing, chearful, ſincere obe- 
dience, ſtill looking unto HIM for juſtification, who 
has, in our name, and as our ſurety, fulfilled it to the 
very uttermoſt. | 

It is, I apprehend, one of your leading errors, that 
you form low, ſcanty, inadequate apprehenſions of 
GOD's law; that law, which is a bright repreſen- 
tation of his moſt pure nature; a beautiful draught 
of his moſt holy will, and never, ſince the fall, 
has been perfectly exemplified in any living character, 
but only in the man CHRIST FESUS.—From 
this error, many others muſt unavoidably follow ; a 
diſeſteem of imputed righteouſneſs, and a conceit of 
perſonal perfection; a ſpirit of legal bondage, and, 
fear, a tincture of Phariſaical pride. 

Should. Mr Weſley aſk, why I harbour ſuch a ſuſpi- 
cion concerning his ſentiments in this particular ? I 
anſwer, Becauſe, here, he ſpeaks of practiſing this 
law, which is ſo exceeding broad, in its full extent. 
Becauſe, elſewhere, he repreſents the violations of this 
law, whoſe leaſt tittle is of greater dignity than hea- 
ven and earth, as ſmall matters; as petty offences; 
or, to uſe his own words, as “ things not exactly 
right. - But more of this hercafter. 

Aſpaſio, to vindicate the equity of the future judg- 
ment, declares, © I ſee nothing arbitrary in this pro- 
** cedure ; but an admirable mixture of juſt ſeverity, 
* and free goodneſs. On thoſe, who reject the atone- 
ment, juſt ſeverity. To thoſe, who rely on their 
** SAVIOUR, free goodneſs.” —Mr Weſley, as though 
he would exculpate the ungodly, aſks, © Was it ever 
** Poſſible for them not to reject it?ꝰ What ſays our 
infallible Counſellor; the TEACHER ſent from 
60 D? They will not come to ME, that they may have 
life. They rejected his counſel. They would not 
ceaſe from their own works, and betake themſelves 
wholly to the righteouſneſs of CHRIST. This me- 
thod of ſalvation they diſliked. It was foolifknefs un- 
to them. Therefore they were diſobedient to the 


heavenly call.—Does this take away their guilt? Muſt 


G ON be reckoned unjuſt in puniſhing, becauſe men 


are obſtinate in their unbelief ? 
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60 D does not require me, as you too injuriouſly 
hint, to © touch heaven with my hand,“ in order to 
eſcape damnation. But he invites and requires me, to 
accept of CHRIST and his falvation. If, intent 
upon any imaginary accompliſhments of my own, I 
overlook. the gift; or if, eager in the purſuit or 
worldly gratifications, I trample upon at ; 1s not the 
fault entirely my own ? Does it not proceed from the 


folly of my mind, or the bad diſpoſition of my heart, 


and leave my conduct without excuſe ? 

Juſtification is complete, the firit moment we be- 
lieve ; and is incapable of augmentation. Thus A/pa/ro 
ſpeaks. Thus Mr ele replies, . Not ſo.”—And 
has he, for his authority, a ſingle text of ſcripture ? 
No; but the whole council of Trent ; one of whoſe 
canons dogmatizes in this manner. “ If any ſhall 
&« aflirm, that righteouſneſs received is not preſerved, 
« and increaſed likewiſe, by good works; but that 
* good works are only the fruits and ſigns of juſtifi- 
« cation obtained, not the means of increaſing it al- 
« fo, let him be accurſed “. am ſorry, Sir, to ſee 

ou again in ſuch company. And I would hope, if 
it were not an unhandiome reflection, you did not 
know your aſſociates. Yet it is ſtrange, that a Pro- 
te/tant divine ſhould have been ſo inattentive to the 
main part of his character ; or ſhould be able to for- 
get, that complete juſtification, through the righteouſ- 
neſs of our LORD alone, is the very eſſence, ſoul, 
and glory of the reformaticn. 

But let us examine the point.—Juſtification, I ap- 
prehend, is one ſingle act of divine grace. It muſt, 
therefore, be either done, or undone. If done, in my 
very idea of the act, it includes completeneſs. So that 
to ſpeak of incomplete juſtification, is a contradiction in 
terms; like ſpeaking of dark ſunſhine, ora round ſquare, 

An incomplete juſtification ſeems, in the very na- 
ture of things, to be an abſolute impoſſibility. Even an 
earthly judge cannot juſtify, where there is the leaſt 
departure from integrity. He may overlook ; he may 
ſhew clemency ; he may forgive. But he cannot, in 
ſuch a caſe, pronounce righteous. Much lefs can we 
ſuppoſe, that juſtification ſhould take place before an 
infinitely-pure and jealous GOD, unleſs all guilt bedone 
away, and the perſon be rendered completely righteous, 

Beſides, can Hat juſtification be other than complete, 
which is brought to paſs by the moſt majeſtic $ ON 
of GOD? by his perfectly-holy nature; by his in 
finitely-precious ſufferings; and by his inconceivably- 
meritorious obedience ? This, if any thing in the 
world, muſt be abſolutely complete; beyond compare, 
and beyond imagination complete; to ſpeak all in a 
word, complete 1n proportion to the dignity, perfec- 
tion, and glory of the accompliſher, 

Is any ſuch notion, as an incomplete juſtification, 
to be found in the Bible? St Paul ſays, Whoſrever be- 
lieveth is juſtified ; to all intents and purpoſes juſtified. 
No, ſays Mr We/lzy ; he may be juſtified only in part 
or by halves. —He that believeth, adds the apoſtle, is 


juſtified from all things, No, replies Mr Weſley ; many 


that believe, eſpecially in the infancy of their faith, 
are juſtified only from ſome things. There is no nc- 
ceſſity, that juſtification ſhould be complete, when or 
where-ever it exiſts. 

Is there no neceſſity ? Why then does the voice of 
inſpiration aſſert, that the righteouſneſs of GOD is 
upon them that believe? Can a man have that incom- 
parably-magniſicent righteouſneſs, and yet be in— 
completely juſtified Does not the ſame inſpired 
writer declare, — that this perfect and divine righteouſ.- 
neſs is upon all ; not upon ſome only, but upon ol} be- 
lieyers ? whether they be weak or ſtrong ; whether 
in the firſt moments of their converſion, or in the laſt 


Si quis dixerit, jyflitiam acceftam nen conſervari, a'que 
etiam non augert Ceram Deo per npera bona, ſod opera 1% 
Jruttus ſlummodo et figna efſe juſtificaticnis adepte, non etiam 
ipfiu' augende cailſum, anathema co. Seſſ. vr. can. 24. 
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us, that /here ts 9 difference. No difference, with re- 
_ to the righteouſneſs itſelf; for it is the one ever- 
aſting righteouſneſs of the incarnate GOD. No dit- 
ference, as to the reaity of its imputation ; for it is 
unto all, and upon all, No difference, in the way of 
recciving it; which is by faith in FESUS CHRIST. Con- 
ſequently, no difference in the fruits or -fﬀects ; which 
are pardon and acceptance, free and full juſtification. 

ls Mr We/ley, like the Popiſh party, an advocate for 
a lirſt, for a ſecond, for I know not how many juſti- 
fications? According to this ſcheme indeed, juſtifica- 
tion may be an incomplete thing. But the misfortune 
attending this ſcheme, is, that it has no foundation in 
ſcripture. The ſcripture knows nothing of it; the 
ſcripture declares againſt it; and acknowledges, as 
but one faith, but one baptiſm, ſo but one juſtification. 

This is the grand ſcriptural maxim; HE hath, by 
pie oblation, ferfeted for ever them that are ſanctiſi- 
ed, The oblation is one, needing no repetition, and 
no appendage. It does not partially accompliſh, but 
perfects the buſineſs of juſtification ; perfects it, not 
at the laſt only, but from firſt to laſt ; yea, for ever 
and ever ; in behalf of all thoſe, who are fanctificd ; 
or made partakers of this great ſacrifice, and this di- 
vinc atonement, | 

This is the fine ſcriptural illuſtration ; The heir, even 
while he is a child, is lord of all. You have, perhaps, 
+ fon born. Upon this child you multiply your ta- 
vours and caretles. He grows in wiſdom and ſtature. 
Yet neither your favours, nor his growth, add any 
thing to his ſonſhip, nor augment his right to your 
inheritance. With both theſe he was inveſted, the 
firſt moment he drew breath. 80, we are no ſooner 
zuſtiſied, than we are heirs; heirs of GOD, and joint 
heirs with CHRIST. The perception and enjoyment 
of this privilege may increaſe. But the privilege 1t- 
ſelf, like the birth-right of the firſt- born, is incapable 
of augmentation. 

Would Mr Ney, with the followers of Arminius, 
exclude the righteouſneſs of CHRIST; and introduce 
ſomething of man's as the efficient, or as a concurrent, 
cauſe of juſtification ? Then likewiſe his notion of a 
gradual, a variable, an incomplete juſtification, muſt en- 
june. Whether it be faith, which he would introduce for 
this purpeſe, or repentance, or ſincere obedience, or 
whatever elſe he pleaſes ; according to the meaſure of 
theſe works or graces, mult be the degree of juſtifica- 
tion; and not only as to different perſons, but as to the 
{ame perſon, at different times. 

Farther, ſince all theſe endowments are, ſo long as 
we continue in the preſent ſtate, imperfect ; our ju— 
ſtification mult, according to this plan, unavoidably 
partake of their imperfections. It cannot be entire 
and laking nothing, till mortality is ſwallowed up of 
life. But how contrary is this to a cloud of witneſles 
from the ſcriptures! Je are, even now, juſtified. He 
hath, even in this preſent time, reconciled you to G O D. 
Through the birth and death of IMMANUEL, 
there is not only peace on earth, but good-wwill towards 


men; uu, favour, complacency, and love, from the 
holy G O P, to the fallen ſoul. 


plete juſtification ? | 

« There may be as many degrees in the favour, as 
in the image of GOD.” This objection turns upon 
a ſuppoſition, that the favour of G O D towards us is 


occaſioned by the image of GOD in us: which is 
the doctrine of the law; the very language of Hea- 
theniſm ; and has not a ſavour of that f 


ofpel, in which 
CHRIST is all. And think myſelf more concern- 
ed, to remove ſuch very prejudicial miſtakes, than to 
ſift and adjuſt any nice ſpeculations, relating to de- 
grees of the divine favour. Aſpaſio has ves. Bhs this 

int. Reterring you to his obſervation, I ſhall con- 
line myſelt to a more intereſting ſubject. 


It is CHRIST, who has redeemed usto GOD, to 


and HOLY ONE beholds 


And is not this com- 
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the favour and fruition of GOD, by his bie; 6 
his blood alone, without any aid from our oodneſ 
or any co-operation from any creature, —tj, wor, 
pleaſes GO D. His work magnifies the law Hi 
work is incomparably the nobleſ of all things i h N 
ven or carth. This therefore is our recommendation 
to the divine Majelty. Intereſted in this, we 8 
ae "AP Mr nd 
perfectly righteous before the KIN G immortal and 
ſhall be eternally acceptable in his fight.—It was on 
on account of Abraham's ſupplication, that 60 D 
ſhewed compaſſion to Abimelech. It was only on ac 
count of Job's interceſſion, that the L O R I) was pa. 
ciſied towards his three friends. And it is on] on - 
count of CHRIS T's righteouſneſs, that the H1G 7 
7 any child of Ada with 
complacency and delight. To FE SUS alone belong: 
the honour of reconciling, jultifying, faving the 2 
numerable millions of redeemed ſinners. And is not 
the LAM B that was ſlain, worthy to be thus honour. 
cd, and thus exalted ? 

Is then our own internal and external goodneſs of 
no avail in this matter? Let us hear the eloquent 7. 
fſaiah, the evangeliſt of the 7etoiſh church. The lefty 
looks of man ſhall be humbled, and the haughtineſs of me, 
ſhall be bexwed down ; and the LORD, the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST, alone, ſhall be exalted in that 
day,—Does this text, it may be ſaid, relate to the go. 
ſpel, and the caſe of acceptance with GO D? Ori; 
it poſſible to make what follows, conſiſtent with ſuch 
an interpretation ?—Let us ſce, whether it be not, by 
the HOLY GHOST himſelf, made perfectly con- 
ſiſtent with ſuch a ſenſe. | 

The day of the LORD of hoſts, in the prophetical 
{criptures, generally and principally ſignifies the time 
of the goſpel-diſpenſation ; when the LORD puts 
the ſiniſhing hand to his revelation ; gives the bright- 
eſt diſplay of his e; and gathers together all thin 
3 5 

This day, and its influence, ſhall cauſe a wonderful 
revolution in, what is called, the religious, virtuous, 
moral world. It ſhall fall ike a thunderbolt upon eve- 
ry idol, ſet up in the hearts of men; ſhall prove their 
wiſdom to be folly ; their ability to be impotence ; all 
their works to be worthleſs. 

This prophecy, being ſo repugnant to our notions, 
and ſo diſguſtful to our inclinations, is afferted and 
enforced with the greateſt particularity, both as to per- 
ſons and to things. | 

As to perſons. —For the day of the LORD of hoſts 

all be upon whom? upon the ſordid wretch, or the 
{ſcandalous ſinner ? Rather upon every one that is proud 
and lofty in his own conceit ; pluming himſelf with the 
notion of ſome imaginary pre-eminence above his 
neighbour. It ſhall be likewiſe upon every one, that 1s 
lifted up in the eſteem of others; either on account 
of Roman virtue, or Athenian philoſophy, or Phariſai- 
cal zeal. And, notwithſtanding his aſpiring preten- 
ſions, or glittering accompliſhments, he /ball be brought 
lato; ſhall be degraded to the rank of a loſt, undone 
helpleſs ſinner. 
So that none ſhall have it in his power to ſay, © I 
am better than thou. I ſtand upon more honour- 
able terms with my MAKER, and am a fitter object 
« for his favour.” They ſhall all be like priſoners, 
confined in the ſame dungeon, and liable to the fame 
condemnation. Every one of them equally deſtitute 
of any plea for juſtification ; and all of them, as to 
acceptance with their CREATOR, without any 
difference. No difference, in this reſpect, between 
the accompliſhed gentleman, and the infamous ſcoun. 
drel; no difference between the virtuous lady, and 
the vile proſtitute. No difference at all, as to the 
way and manner of their obtaining ſalvation. 80 
that the whole may appear to be of grace. 

As to things. — This part of the ub is illuſtrated 
by a grand affemblage of images; comprehending all 
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.. moſt diſtinguiſhable in the viſible creation, and 
e e moſt admired or celebrated a- 
mong the ſons of men. Oaks and cedars are the moſt 
ſtately productions of vegetable nature. Therefore 
the day ſpall be upon all the cedars of Lebanon, and upon 


ul the oaks of Baſhan,—Hills and mountains are the 


moſt conſpicuous and majeſtic elevations of the earth, 
Therefore the day ſhall be upon all the high mountains, 
and upon all the hills that are liſtedup.— Towers and cities 
are the moſt magnificent works o f human art. There- 
fore the day ſhall be uon every high tower, and upon e- 
very ſenced wall, — The ſhips of T. arſhiſh are put for the 
wealth, the advantages, and the various improvements, 

-ocured by navigation and commerce. Pleaſant pie- 
{ures may repreſent every elegant and refined embel- 
liſament of civil life.— The whole collection of meta- 
phors, ſeems to expreſs all thoſe attainments, poſſeſ- 
ſions, and excellencies, which are ſuppoſed to add dig- 
nity to our nature, or ſtability to our hopes; to con- 
ſtitute a portion, in which we ourſelves may relt ſatis- 
fed, or a recommendation, which may entitle us to 
the favour of heaven. 
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Vet all theſe things, before the requirements of 
G O D's law, and betore the revelation of his righ- 
teouſneſs, ſhall be eclipſed and diſgraced. Thrown to 
the bats, and conſigned over to obſcurity ; thrown to 
the moles, and trampled into the duſt. So that, in the 
purſuit of eternal lite, none ſhall regard them ; or elſe 
regard them, only to deſpiſe them. 


Thus, ſays the prophet a ſecond time.—To render 


the work of humiliation effectual, he redoubles his 
blow. May our whole ſouls feel the energy of his vi- 
gorous expreſſions! Thus Hall the loftineſs of man be 
bowed down, and the haughtineſs of men ſhall be laid 
low. All notion of perſonal excellency ſet aſide, they 
{hall be baſe and vile in their own eyes; acknow- 
ledge the impoſſibility of being reconciled by any du- 
ties of their own, and place all their confidence on the 
propitiating death and meritorious obedience of F E- 
_ CHRIST. They leis than nothing; HE all 
in all. | 

With this important ſentiment I cloſe my letter; 
not without an ardent with, that it may fink into 
our thoughts, and dwell upon both our hearts. 


F 


RE v. SIR, 
OUR laſt, and ſeveral of your other objections, 
appear more like notes and memorandums, 
than a juſt plea to the public, or a ſatisfactory expla- 
nation of your opinion. They have rather the air of 
2 caveat, than a confutation ; and we are often at a 
loſs to diſcern, how far your remonſtrance is either 
forcible or appoſite. 

Brief negatives, laconic aſſertions, and quick in- 
terrogatories, opened by no pertinent illuſtrations, 
ſupported by no ſcriptural authority, are more likely 
to ſtagger, ſtun, and puzzle, than to ſettle our notions 
in religion, You ſeem, Sir, to have forgotten, that 
propolitions are not to be eſtabliſhed, with the ſame 
eaſe, as doubts are ſtarted ; and therefore have con- 
tented yourſelf with a brevity, which produces but 
little conviction, and more than a little obſcurity. 

This brevity of yours is the cauſe, jand, I hope, 
will be the excuſe, of my prolixity ; which, I per- 
ceive, is growing upon my hands, much more than I 
intended. If you had been pleaſed to ſhew your ar- 
guments at full length, and to accompany with proof 
your gloſſes upon ſcripture, the reader would then 
have been able to determine the preponderating evi- 
dence between yourſelf and Aſpaſio; and my trou- 
ble had been conſiderably leſſened, perhaps quite ſpared. 

An inſtance of the foregoing remark, is the objec- 
tion which follows.—St Pay often mentions 4 1 * 
t2ouſneſs imputed, ſays Aſpaſio. Not a righteouſneſs,“ 
fays Mr Weſley ; © never once; but ſimply righteouſ- 
+ nels.” St Paul mentions duni, the righteouſneſs 
which is imputed, both with and without the Greek 
article. And do neither of theſe ſignify à righteouſ- 
neſs? This is a piece of criticiſin, as new to me, as 
it 1s nice in itſelf, —Beſides, where is the difference be- 
tween à righteouſneſs, and righteouſneſs ? Is not eve- 
ry righteouſneſs, a righteouſneſs ? ls not every perſon, 
2 perton ? and every prodigious refinement, à prodi- 
$10us refinement ?-—I thought, Mr Weſley had known 
how to employ his time better than in ſplitting, or 
thus attempting to ſplit hairs. 

Lo what purpoſe, Sir, is this exceſſive refinement ? 


Many of your readers, 1 apprehend, will find it dit- 


licult to conjecture. For my own part, I freely 


confeſs, that I could not, for a conſiderable time, 


= : | 
ucern your aim. Nor can I, even now, diſcover 


any other deſign, than a forced endeavour, to ex- 


Ciude the righteouſneſs of CHRIST and introduce 


a miſtaken ſomething of your own, to officiate in its 
ſtead. As the thread of your criticiſm is ſpun ex- 
tremely ſine, we muſt examine it with the cloſeſt at- 
tention. But ſirſt let me juſt take notice, — 

That A/paſio, in conſequence of his obſervation, de- 
duced from the apoſtle's language, aſks, What or 
whoſe righteouſnels can this be? To which Mr We/tey 
anſwers! © He tells you himſelf: faith is imputed for 
<« righteouſnc(s.” —But have you never read A/þaſi's in- 
terpretation of this text? If not, be ſo impartial, as 
to caſt your eye upon the tenth dialogue. There he 
conſiders this paſſage at large, and lays before you his 
expolition of the words; not impoling it, without 
alligning a reaſon ; but, together with his expoſition, 
preſenting you with the grounds of his opinion. If 
you can overthrow them, try your ſtrength and your 
kill. They ſtand ready to receive your attack; be- 
ing, at preſent, in full poſſeſſion of the field. 

However, if you will not advert to his thoughts, 
allow me, if I can, to penetrate yours. © St Paul 
never mentions a righteouſneſs, but ſimply righ- 
* teouſneſs,” Thus, I preſume, you argue“ Not 4 
* righteouſneſs ; that might ſeem to denote ſome rea! 
« righteouſneſs; ſome actual conformity to the di- 
% vine law, imputed to ſinners for their juſtification. 
« _—Whereas, if faith be ſubſtituted inſtead of this 
« real righteouſneſs ; if faith be all that to us, which 
© our own obedience to the law ſhould have been, 


« and which Aſpaſio ſuppoſes the righteouſneſs of 


« CHRIST is appointed to be; if faith itſelf be all this 
ce to us, then we are made righteous without a righ- 
« teouſneſs. Something is accounted to us for righ- 
e teouſneſs, which is really no ſuch thing. Then we 
« ſhall be under no neceſſity of ſubmitting to the righ- 
&« teouſneſs of our GOD and SAVIO Un. but may 
e eaſily be furniſhed out of our own ſtock.” 

Is not this, or ſomething like this, your way of 
reaſoning? Do you not, in this manner, underſtand 
faith imputed for righteouſneſs? not as deriving all 
its efficacy, all its ſigniſicancy, from its moſt magnifi- 
cent object; but as being itſelf the efficient of juſtiſi- 
cation ; the very thing tor which we are accepted ; 
in eppolition to“ the wicked and vain commentaries 
«© of the Calviniſis, which ſay, that all this is reſiden 
in CHRIST, and apprehended by faith.” 

This led me to uſe that fingular expreſſion, “ a 
« miſtaken ſomething.” Since this is an egregious 
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miſtake of faith; of its nature, its end, its import. — 
Of its nature. For it is a going out of ſelf, and a fly- 
ing to CHRIST, for pardon, for peace, and for 
every ſpiritual bleſſing.—Of its end. For it is or- 
dained, to preclude all boaſting ; that itſelf may be 
nothing; that its owner may be nothing ; that the 
grace of GOD, and the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, may 
be all in all.— Of its import. For it ſays, according to the 
prophet, In the LORD, not in myſelf, have [r1 hteouſneſs. 
It would expoſtulate, in the words of the apoſtle, withits 
overweaning and doating admirers ; Ye men of /ſrae!, 
why look ye ſo earneſtly on me; as though, by my own 
power or dignity, I had procured your reconciliation, 
and rendered you accepted ? The GOD of Abraham, 
ſaac, and Jacob has glorified his SON FESUsS, 
and appropriated this honour to his obedience and death. 
In the matter of juitification, it is my buſineſs, not to 
turniſh a contingent, not to ſupply any part, but to 
receive the whole from his fulneſs. 

On CHRIST's death finners are to rely, as the 
cauſe of their forgiveneſs ; on CHRIST's obedience, 
as the ground of their acceptance. How does this 
<« agree with p. 129. ?”—Be pleaſed to turn back, Sir; 
and, with a very little attention, you will perceive the 
agreement. Then let me deſire you to turn inward ; 
and you will, probably, diſcern more than a little diſ- 
ingenuity in your own procedure; ſince you re- 
ſolve to ſtop your ears againſt the author's explana- 
tion, his very particular explanation and reſtriction of 
his own meaning *.-—If you was examininga mathema- 
tical ſyſtem, you would always carry in your memory, 
the leading problems or introductory axioms. If you 
did not, your own judgment would blame you. And 
when you neglect to do the ſame, in canvaſſing a theolo- 

ical treatiſe, does not your own conſcience reprove you? 

Our L ORD commends ſuch kinds of beneficence 
only, as were exerciſed to a diſciple, in the name of a 
diſciple. Here Mr Weſlzy aſks ; “ Is not this a flip of 
« the pen? Read the paſſage, Sir; and anſwer your- 
ſelf. What are our LOR D's words; Inaſmuch as ye 
have done it to theſe my brethren. Have you not then 
as much reaſon, to charge our divine MASTER with a 
ſlip of the tongue, as to charge Aſpaſis with a {lip of 
the pen q It is undeniably plain, that he does in fact 
commend only ſuch kinds of beneficence, as were 
exerciſed towards hrs brethren. And I preſume, you 
will readily grant, that h:s brethren, the nobler rela- 
tion, cannot be more extenſive than his diſciples, the 
inferior. 92 | 

« Will not our LORD then commend all kinds of 
<« beneficence, provided, &'c.” —FExcuſe my cutting 
ſhort your ſpeech. You are rambling from the point. 
What CHRIST will do, is quite another queſtion. 4. 

| ſpaſ neither denies, nor affirms any thing, on this ſub- 

ject. All that he conſiders, is, what appears to be 
really done, in that particular deſcription of the laſt 
day, and its awful proceſs. Nor will he ſcruple to 
affirm, a ſecond time, that our LORD applauds ſuch 
acts of beneficence only, as were exerciſed to a diſciple; 
to believers ; to his brethren. 

The righteous Judge ſpecifies this ſort of munifi- 
cence, becauſe it is a ſure indication of one begotten 
by the word of truth. It is a teſt, which none but the 
ſaints and faithful in CHRIST FESUS will come 
up to. And a Chriſtian 1s moſt properly diſtinguiſh- 
ed, not by what he does in common with others, but 
by the different principle from which he acts.— Of this 


In pag. 129. Aſpaſio, ſpeaking of the obedience and death 
of CHRIST, profeſledly declares; “ However, therefore, I 
« may happen to expreſs myſelf, I never conſider them, as 
« acting in the excluſive ſenſe; but would always have thetn 
*« underitood, as a grand and glorious aggregate. Looking 
« upon our 8 A VIOU R's univerſal obedience, which com- 
* menced at his incarnation ; was carried on through his life; 
* and terminated in his death ;— looking upon all this, in its 


«© celleftive form, as the object of my faith, and the founda- 
tion of my hopes.” | | 
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articularity A/paſio takes notice, on purpoſe 
ja well as to Ze his readers. aer * 
they may abound in works of generoſity. Warn them 
that their works may ſpring from the right ſource 
faith in the divine REDEEMER, . 
« You are not willing to call works of beneficenc 
« though cxercited to a Samaritan or a Heathen,” 


tranſient bubbles. No more is A/pa/io, in the ſenſe and 
manner, which you would inſinuate. He calls them 


ſuch, not abſolutely, but relatively. Not in them. 
ſelves, but with reſpect to an affair, infinitely too 
great for them to tranſact, either in whole or in art. 
In this view (as relative to juſtification) St Pau calls 
them dung, which is deſpicable and ſordid. Surely 
then A/paſio may call them bubbles, which are ſhewy 
but inſigniſicant.—I don't call the deſk, on which! 
write, a mere egg-ſhell. Yet I ſhould not heſitate to 
ſay, it is ſcanty as an egg-ſhell, if appointed to tran. 
port an army to the Indies; feeble as an egg-ſhell, if 
let up as a wall of munition, againſt a battery of 
cannon. 

How muſt Clrilttans exceed the ſcribes and Pha. 
riſces? To this Aſpaſio replies. Not only in being 
ſincere ; in having reſpect unto all GO D's command. 
ments; but alſo in poſſeſſing a complete righteouſneſs, 
Nor can this be any thing leſs, than the perfect obe- 
dience of our great MEDIATOR.—< Did our LORD 
mean this? Nothing leſs.” —Peremptorily aſtirmed; 
but not ſo eaſily proved. —Yes, you add; © he ſpe- 
* cifies, in the following parts of his ſermon, the ve 
<« inſtances, wherein the righteouſneſs of a Chriſtian 
&« excceds that of the ſcribes and Phariſees.” — He 
does ſo. But is it not an abfolutely-complete righ- 
teouſneſs? A meekneſs, without the leaſt emotion ot 
reſentment. A purity, without the leaſt ſtain of evil 
concupiſcence. A love, a long: ſuffering, a perfection, 
ſuch as our FAT HE R which is in heaven exerciſes, 
Now if this does not exceed the righteouſneſs of all 
the Chriſtians in the world, or if this is to be found 
in any character, ſave only in the character of our 
great MEDIA TOR, Iretract, molt freely retract my 
opinion. 

The diſcourſe relates to that righteouſneſs, by which 
we are ſaved; or by virtue of which we enter into 
the kingdom of heaven *. And why, Sir, why will 
you not reſign the honour of obtaining falvation, to 
the moſt bleſſed IMMANUEL L's blood and obedi- 
ence! Why will you hedge up your people's way to 
the immortal manſions, by teaching them to depend 
upon duties and attainments of their own ? -— Should 
any one, hearing this doctrine, that the law of the ten 
commandments requires a perfect, ſinleſs obedience 
that none can be delivered from the wrath to come, 
or enjoy eternal life, without this unſinning, perfect 
obedience ; ſhould ſuch a one, ſtruck with ſurpriſe 
and anxiety, inquire, * Who then can be ſaved!” 
What anſwer would Mr We:/{:y give ?—The anſwer we 
would make, is obvious and full of conſolation. © No 
* man, by his own performances. But falvation is 
to be ſought, ſalvation is to be obtained, by the rigb- 


* Chriſtus magna aſſeveratione pronunciat, Phariſaicam illam 
Juſtitiam, que non perfectiſime habet integram legis impletianem, 
non poſſe ingredi regnum celorum. Svorum igitur juftitiam vult 
eſſe abundantiorem, hoc eſt, ſuos vult ad judicium Dei afferre 
abundant iſſimam, pleniſſimam, et perfectiſimam juſtitiam, ut ptr 
ac propter eam poſſent ingredi regnum celorum, Fam dee, 
quia in ſe non inveniunt, fide guærunt et apprehendunt in imple- 
tone legis, a Chriſto pro nobis præſtita. Vid. CHEMNTTII 
Harm, Evang. p. 722. | 

A truly valuable work, in which the learned reader will find 
many traces of lively devotion ; many pieces of ſolid criticiſm, 
and many fine views opened, to fee more clearly the wiſdom, 
beauty, and tranſcendent excellency of our blefied REDEEM: 
ER's life. This book is particularly eſtimable, for diſplaying 
with great perſpicuity, and enforcing with proportionable ze, 
that diſtinguiſhed article of Chriſtianity, cation through 
the righteouſneſs of JESUS CHRIST; which is, as our au- 
thor very emphatically ſpeaks, ipſilimuni evangelii ſundamen- 
tum. 8 a 
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ö of another; even the conſummate 
d E of our LORD FE US * 
He brings this ſpecious hypocrite to the teſt.— 
« How does it appear,” you aſk, << that this young ruler 
« was 2 hypocrite?” — It appears from his conduct. 
For he came kneeling to our SAVIOUR, as one ſin- 
erely deſirous of learning his duty; yet, when in- 
ſtructed in it, he would not perform it. — It appears 
from your own character of him. You fay, © He lo- 
« ved the world.” Then the love of the F ATHER 
was not in him. That he pretended to the love of 
G OD, is evident from his own words. That he had 
of real love, is certain from your own acknowledg- 
ment. If pretence without reality be not hypocriſy, 
leaſe to inform us, what is.—It is farther apparent 
from your deſcant on the caſe. © I herefore he could 
« not keep any of the commandments in their ſpiritual 
« ſenſe. And it is a ſure, as well as important truth, 
that whoever pretends to keep the commandments, yet 
does not keep them in their ſpiritual meaning, is a de- 
ceiver of himſelf ; a deceiver of others; a hypocrite. 

« The keeping of the commandments,” ſays Mr 
Weſley, © is undoubtedly the way to, though not the 
« cauſe of eternal life.” — How then came it to paſs, 
that our LORD FESUS CHRIST ſhould de- 
clare, I am the way? The way, to what? To the 
favour of GOD ; to the fruition of GOD); to every 
ſpiritual blefling ; or, in other words, to eternal lite. 
— After ſuch a claim, from ſuch a perſon, may I not, 
without the imputation of undue confidence, deny 
your aſſertion in your own form of ſpeech? © The 
« keeping of the commandments undoubtedly cannot 
« he the way to eternal life ;” ſince this is an honour, 
this is a prerogative, which the all · glorious REDEEM- 

| ER has challenged to himſelf. 

Hence your diſtinction between the way to, and 
the cauſe of, appears to have no countenance from 
ſcripture. And will it not, upon a review, appear to 
have as little ſupport from reaſon ? Caſt your eye up- 
on yonder bridge. It is thrown over a deep and wide 
river. It is the way, the only way, whereby I croſs 
the water, and arrive at the oppolite bank. If ſo, is 
it not likewiſe the cauſe of my fafe arrival on the 
other ſide? There may be, in this caſe, other cauſes, 
concomitant or ſubordinate. But the bridge 1s the 
grand one; that which every body chiefly regards ; 
and to which my paſſage is always aſcribed. 

CHRIST therefore is the way, the only way, to 

life and immortality. By his precious blood, and by 
his divine righteouſneſs, we paſs the gulf of wrath 
and deſtruction. By the things which he has done, 
by the pains which he has endured, we enter the realms 
of peace and joy. Accordingly, we are exhorted to 
walk in him; and are aſſured, that as many as walk in 
this way, /hall renew their ſtrength. This is, what 
the apoſtle calls, the new and living way. This is, 
what the pſalmiſt ſtyles, the way everlaſting. And 
though other ways may /eem right unto a man, yet the 
end thereof are the ways of death. | 

A doubt, perhaps, may ariſe in the reader's mind, 
ſuggeſted by the words of the prophet ; An high-way 
hall be there, and a way, and it ſhall be called the way 
of holineſs. True. The way is CHRIST, the in- 
carnate GO D, with all his gifts, privileges, and bleſ- 
ſings. It hall be called the way of holineſs *. None 


J. xxxv. 8, Upon this ſubject, Dr Owen ſpeaks excel- 
lently. «„ CHRIST is the medium of communication be- 
** tween GOD and us. In him we meet, in him we walk. 
All influences of love, kindneſs, mercy from G OD to us, 
* arethrough him ; all our returns of love, delight, faith, obe- 
dience unto GOD, are all through him. He being that one 


_ * way, GOD ſo often promiſeth his people: and it is a glorious 


way, J. xxxv. 8. An high-way, a way of holineſs, a way that 
none can err in, that once enter it. Which is further ſet forth, 
J. xl. 16. All other ways, all other paths, but this, go down 
6 883 chambers of death : they all lead to walk contrary to 
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can enter and advance therein, yet continue carnal 


and unclean. All that travel this road, renounce the 


hidden things of darkneſs, and do the works of righ- 
teouſneſs. It does not indeed find, but it aſſuredl 
makes, the paſſengers righteous. And though holi- 
nels is not their way, yet it is a principal part of their 
buſineſs, while they walk in CHRIST. 

Aſpajio, having occaſion to ſpeak of Abraham's faith, 
quotes the words of the p ay By works his faith 
was made perfect. Which he thus explains; © His 
faith hereby anſwered its proper end, and appeared 
to be of the true, the triumphant, the ſcriptural 
* kind; ſince it overcame the world, overcame ſelf, 
** and regarded GOD as all in all.” —To this Mr 
Weſley replies, with the ſolemnity of a cenſor, and the 
authority of a dictator; No. The natural ſenſe of 
the words is, By the grace ſuperadded, while he 
66 — thoſe works, his faith was literally made 
“perfect. —Your proof, Sir. What have you to 
make good this interpretation? There is not a word 
in the text about grace ſuperadded. This is not aſ- 
ſigned as the cauſe of a perfected faith. Nay, the ſa- 
cred writer expreſsly aſſigns another. By works, ſays 
St James, his faith was made perfect. No, ſays Mr 
Weſley ; but by grace ſuperadded. St Fames affirms 
one thing; Mr Weſley affirms the contrary and who 
am I, that I ſhould decide between two ſuch diſpu- 
tants? But I believe, the reader will, without my 
interpoſal, eaſily chuſe his ſide. | 

Perhaps, you will reply, If this is not the true 
ſenſe, produce a better. One leſs oppoſite to the na- 
tural import of the words, and the apparent meaning 
of the apoſtle, is already produced. Do you inſiſt 
upon another? [I will then refer you to abler judges. 
Shall I ſend you to an expoſitor, whom you yourſelf 
admire? Dr Doddridge thus comments upon the text. 
His faith was perfetted by works ; the integrity of it 
„was made fully apparent, to himſelf, to angels, to 
** GOD.” — Shall I remit you to an expoſitor, who 
can neither deceive, nor be deceived? The G0 
of glory ſays, My ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs. 
Made perfect. How ? Is there any ſuch thing as a 
ſuperaddition to G OD Almighty's power, while he 
exerts it in behalf of his people? This none can i- 
magine. But it is hereby manifeſted, to their com 
fort, and his glory. The ſame word is uſed concern- 
ing Abraham's faith, and concerning the G OD ot 
Abraham's ſtrength. Why then ſhould it not be un- 
derſtood in the fame ſenſe Here it is t, there 
it is g, And, in both places, it ſignifies, not 
literally made perfect, but illuſtriouſly diſplayed. 

Shall I ſend you to a familiar illuſtration? I view, 
from my window, a young tree. The gardener, when 
he planted it, told me, it was a fruit-tree, a-pear-tree, 
It may be ſuch a tree, and have 
its reſpective ſeed in itſelf. But this did not then ap- 
pear. If, when autumn arrives, its branches are laden 
with fruit, with pears, with that delicious kind of 
pears ; this will be a demonſtration of all thoſe pro- 
perties. This will not make it ſuch a particular tree; 
no, nor make it a good and fruitful tree; but only 
ſhew it to be of that fine ſort, or make its nature and 
perfections evident. 

St James ſpeaks of the juſtification of our faith; 
thus proceeds Aſpaſio. And thus replies Mr Weſley ; 
Not unleſs you mean by that odd expreſſion, our 
4 faith being made perfect.“ — I mean ſuch a perfec- 
tion of faith as is mentioned above. Other perfection 


See a treatiſe, entitled Communion with GOD. By Joun 
Owen, D. D. Which preſents us with the ſpirit and quin- 
teſſence of the goſpel; with the nobleſt privileges and ſtrong- 
eſt conſolations of Chriſtianity ; animating us thereby to all the 
duties of holy obedience, —Here are pinks and roſes in the path. 


Milk and honey in the cup. Marrow and fatneſs on the table. 
In many treatiſes, the author has done werthily ; but in this, 


I think, be excelleth them all. 
| ponds If | 
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1 find not, either in books or men. Was faith per- 
fect, in your ſenſe of the word, love, joy, and all ho- 
lineſs would be perfect likewiſe. Correſpondent to 
the principle, would be the ſtate of the production. 
There would be no longer any cauſe for that petition, 
which the diſciples put up; LORD, increaſe our faith. 
Nor for that fupplication, which you and I, ſo long 
as we continue members of the church of England, 
muſt aſe ; „Give unto us the increaſe of faith, hope, 
and charity!“ 

You call the juſtification of our faith an “odd ex- 
« preſſion.” Is it not founded on the tenor of the 
apoltle's diſcourſe? Is it not the native reſult of the 
apoſtle's inquiry? Shew me thy faith. Prove it to 
be real and unfeigned. Prove it by ſuch acts, as de- 
monſtrate you truſt in FESUS alone for everlaſting 
life. If it ſtands this teſt, we ſhall acknowledge it to 
be that precious faith, whoſe author is G OD, and 
whoſe end is ſalvation. — Is not that a juſtification of 
faith, which diſplays its ſincerity, and renders it with- 
out rebuke? Somewhat like this would be reckoned 
2 juſtification of any perion, or of any other thing, 
and why not of faith! 

Something, you ſee, Sir, may be ſaid in vindica- 
tion of this expreſſion. However, if it be thought 
improper; if it tend to create any confuſion in our 
ſentiments; or to draw off our attention from that 
grand idea, which is peculiar to the word juſtification; 
the idea, I mean, of being made righteous before 
GOD; I freely give it up; I will alter it in my book, 
and uſe it no more. 

He that doth righteouſneſs, ts righteous : he manifeſts 
the truth of his converſion, and juſtifies his profeſſion 
from all ſuſpicion of inſincerity.—“ Nay ;”” fays Mr 
Weſley, © the plain meaning is, He alone is truly righ- 
< teous, whoſe faith worketh by love.” — Tour expo- 
ſition may be true, and Aſpaſio's no leſs true. I leave 
the reader to determine, which is moſt exactly ſuit- 
able to the apoſtle's arguing. — He 1s ſpeaking of the 
Chri/tian righteouſneſs ; that which renders us righ- 
teous before GOD; that which fleſh and blood 
could never have diſcovered; which therefore was 

aciouſly revealed in the goſpel, and is the principal 
ubject of goſpel- preaching. As then there were, and 
always would be, many pretenders to the noble pri- 
vilege, St John lays down a maxim or a touchſtone, 
to diſtinguiſh the ſincere from the hypocrite. He that 
uniformly doth righteouſneſs, in a way of ſanctiſica- 
tion; he, and he only, is to be acknowledged by us, 
as truly righteous by way of juſtification. 

Far be it from me, Sir, to be fond of wrangling. 
Where you hit upon the truth, or come pretty near 
it, 1 ſhall never be eager to oppoſe. On the contrary, 
J ſhall be very deſirous to agree; and preſerve, as 
much as poſſible, boch the unity of opinion, and the 
harmony of affection. —Your own interpretation ſhall 
take place. Only let your working be the ſign and 
fruit of a righteous ſtate, not that which makes or 
conſtitutes us righteous. The righteouſneſs of tallen 
creatures, 7s not of themſelves, but of me, ſaith the 
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9 this letter may probably be pretty long, 1 ſhall 
A not increaſe the prolixity by a preface; but en- 
ter upon it, without any farther introduction, - 
Whoſe doth theſe things, ſaith David, ſhall neuer foll. 


Which Aſpaſio thus interprets, * ſhall never fall into 


« final apoſtaſy. —You are pleaſed to reply ; * David 
« ſays no ſuch thing. His meaning is, Whoſo doth 
* theſe things to the end, ſhall never fall into hell.” 
lt would be a great wonder, I muſt own, if he 
ſhould. But if he happe 
and in ſome inſtances, what becomes of him then? 
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s to fail, at ſome times, 


Ly r. VI. 


LORD. It is brought in and accompliſhed 
whom GOD hath ſet forth to be their ME DIAT OH 
and SURETY. 50 that we are made righteg ol 
by doing any thing whatſoever, but ſolely b * 
ving in 7E SUS. Our character as the er 
the LOK, is, 0 « g, Men, having their exiſt af 
their ſubſiſtence, their all, by faith. Hence % "nee, 
to paſs, that we really are, what the apoſtle =” 
in the following words, r1ghteous, even as he ;; 7 
tecus. Not barely 2 as the moral Heathens 4 
dint of human reſolution ; not barely righteous, F 
the reputable Fews, by the influence of their le « 
ſanctions; but righteous with that very righteouſne/; 
Which adorns and exalts, and will cternally diſtingu/f, 
the only begotten SON of GOD. 

It remains to be inquired, what faith is moſt like! 
to operate, in this excellent and happy manner? 
mean, to work by love. Let me illuſtrate the point b 
a ſhort apologue ; then releaſe the reader from his at. 
tention, and the writer from his taſk. 

A certain king had two favourites, whom he ho. 
noured with his pecuhar regard, and enriched with ; 
ceaſeleſs liberality. They both, inſenſible of their 
vaſt obligations, became traitors and rebels. Bein 
convicted of treaſon againſt their ſovereign, he = 
determined to overcome their evil with good. Ac- 
cordingly, when they had nothing to plead in their 
own behalf, he generouſly forgave them both. The 
one he diſmiſſed from priſon, and ſuffered to live un- 
moleſted on his private inheritance. The other he 
reſtored to all his high preferments, and public em- 
ploys. He adorned him again with the robe of ho- 
nour, and admitted him again into the boſom of fa- 
vour.— Which of them, now, will feel the warmeſt 
affection for their ſovereign? Which of them will be 
moſt ready to ferve him on all occaſions? and, if 
need be, to hazard even life in his defence ?—He, 
doubtleſs, on whom moſt was beſtowed. 

And is not that perſon molt likely to work and o- 
bey, from a principle of love, who believes, that his 
divine LORD has not only bore the curſe, but ful- 
filled the law for him? has given him, not barely 
an exemption from puniſhment, but a title to eternal 
life? yea, has clothed him with his own moſt per- 
fect and glorious righteouſneſs. By virtue of which, 
he will, ere long, be preſented faultleſs before the 
throne of judgment, and have an abundant entrance 
into the everlaſting kingdom. — Will not the faith of 
ſuch unſpeakably-rich grace, pacify the conſcience, 
and purity the heart? awaken gratitude to our hea- 
venly Benefactor, and enkindle zeal for his glory? 
cauſe us to diſcharge all the duties of our {tation 
chearfully, and withſtand every allurement to evil re- 
ſolutely? | 

Surely, we may ſay of this faith, what David ſaid 
of Goliath's ſword ; There is none, there is nothing /ite 
it, For all theſe bleſſed purpoſes, it is beyond com- 
pare, and I ſhould think, beyond diſpute, effticacious.— 
That you, Sir, may know more of this faith, and diſ- 
pute leſs againſt it, is the ſincere and fervent wiſhof, Cc. 
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However, let you and I, Sir, be at as little variance 
as poſſible. Where is the extraordinary difference be- 
tween yourſelf and Aſpaſio? If a profeſſor of religion 
falls into helt, muſt he not previouſly fall into final 
apoſtaſy ? and if he falls into final apoſtaſy, muſt he 
not inevitably fall into hell? Roe + 
When you inſert the clauſe, 7 the end, do you in. 
terpret? do you not rather interpolate the ſacred 
text? The words of the pſalmiſt relate to the preſent 
time, um doth, not nwy ſpall de. They contain 
an encouragement to thoſe, who, at this inſtant, 
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: fruits of evangelical righteouſneſs. 
7 * LA is deduced 5 the comfortable 
f Arine of final perſeverance. It carries this chearing 
— % Wholoever believes in IE H OVA H, as 
1 all his fins upon CHRIST, and giving him 


Ky * life freely; whoſoever, from this principle 


4 of faith, ſincerely loves and willingly obeys G OD ; 


« he ſhall never fall.” The words are c an! N, 
He ſhall never be moved. A phraſe common among 
the Hebrews, to denote the ſtability of a man's happi- 
An immoveable thing never falls, either one 
way or another. So, this righteous perſon ſhall ne- 
ver fall; either into final apoſtaſy, which 1s the great- 
eſt miſery here; or into hell, which is the coutum- 
mation of miſery hereafter. ; 
But I begin to apprehend what you mean, and 0 
what you are jealous. Your exclamation unravels all; 
« How pleaſing is this to fleſh and blood » — Under 
{vour, Sir, I cannot conceive how this doctrine ſhould 
be pleaſing to fleſh and blood. Fleſh and blood, or 
corrupt nature, is proud. Any ſcheme of perleve- 
rance, to be accompliſhed by our own ſtrength, would 
indeed be agreeable to the vanity of our mind. But 
a perſeverance, founded on the ſidelity and the power 
of GOD; a perſeverance, which acknowledges itſelf 
owing, not to any human ſufficiency, but to an union 
with CHRIST, and the interceſſion of CHRIS T; 
this is a diſguſting method. This is what the natural 
man cannot away with. You will find the generality 
of people utterly averſe to it. Fleſh and blood will not 
ſabmit, either to be made righteous before GO D, by 
the imputed righteouſneſs of CHRIST ; or to be 
made faithful unto death, by the never-failing faith- 
fulneſs of CHRIST. Try your friends; try your 
followers ; try your own heart on this point. 
To the humble believer, I acknowledge, this is a 
moſt pleaſing and conſolatory doctrine. He who 
feels his own impotence ; who knows the power of 
his inbred corruptions; and is no ſtranger to the wiles 
of his ſpiritual enemy; he will rejoice in the thought, 
that nothing ſhall pluck him out of bis almighty R E- 
DEEMER's hand. That his advocate with the 
FATHER, will ſuffer neither principalities, nor 
powers, nor life, nor death, nor things preſent, nor things to 
come, nor any other creature, ta ſeparate him from the 
love of G O D. Without ſuch a perſuaſion, we might 
too truly ſay of the Chriſtian's joy, what Szlomon ſaid 
of worldly merriment; 7 ſaid of laughter, It 1s mad ; 
und of mirth, What does it? If he, who is to-day 


nels. 


baſking in the divine favour, may before the morrow 


be weltering in a lake of fire; then joy, even joy in 
the HO LY GHOST is unreaſonable ; and peace, 
even that peace which paſſeth all underſtanding, is 
chimerical. A building without a balis ; at leait, 2 
bowing wall, and à tottering fence. 

Let us examine the e, which Mr Weſley ſays 
is ſo pleaſing to fleſh and blood; or, in other words, 
to carnal people. — What is the thing which the pſal- 


miſt teaches, and A/pafio profeiles? That the perſons 


who are deſcribed in the pſalm *, ſhall never apoſtatize 
from che true faith, or from true obedience. Is this 
o agreeable to carnal people? Is it not rather unwar- 
rantable in Mr Meſley to ſuppole, that carnal people 
either poſſeſs true faith, or perform true obedience, 
or can be pleaſed with either? Eſpecially, ſince the 
apoſtle aſſures us, that the carnal mind is not ſubjed to 
the law of GOD, neither indeed can be. 


The xvth p/alm, I apprehend, deſcribes the perfect cha- 
rafter, That perfection, which CHRIST really fulfilled ; 
and is the righteouſneſs, in which GOD is well pleaſed. The 
children of the truth are, by the ſame SPIRIT, led to imitate 
this character, according to the meaſure of their faith. Yet 
ſo imperfeQly, that when compared with it in their own per- 

ons, they have reaſon to pray, Forgive us our treſpaſſes. 

Though, when conſidered as clothed with the fulfilment of 
all in CHRIST, they may aſſure themſelves of acceptance 
with GOD, and an everlaſting title to the divine favour, 
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Beſides, are not the duties mentioned by the 
pſalmiſt, offenſive to fleſh and blood? Do they not re- 
quire, or imply, the mortification of our carnal appe- 
tites, and the diſcipline of our unruly affections? Can 
it be a welcome piece of news to fleſh and blood, that 
this mortification ſhall take place? inſtead of being 
remitted ſhall increaſe? and never, never be diſcon- 
tinued, till mortality is ſwallowed up of life ?a-If fo, 
the old man which is corrupt, muſt be pleaſed with the 
curb, and the dagger muſt delight in its own reſtraint, 
and its own deitruction. Such a paradox we muſt 
believe, before we can eſpouſe Mr Weſley's notion, 
that fleſh and blood are pleaſed with the doctrine of a 
final 3 in {elt-denial, in righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs. 
* Should your repentance be without a failure, and 
without a flaw ; I muſt {till ſay to my friend, as our 
* LORD replied to the young ruler, One thing thou 
* lackeſt. In all theſe acts of humiliation, you have 
only taken ſhame to yourſelf. Whereas, a righ- 
teouſneis is wanting, which may magnify the law, 
* and make it honourable.” — Theſe are Aſpajio's 
words; upon which Mr Weſley animadverts. One 
„ thing thou lackeſt, the imputed righteouſneſs of 
* CHRIST. You cannot think this 1s the meaning 
of the text.” —Neither does A/pajio affirm this to be 
the meaning. He only uſes the words by way of ac- 
commodation. Could you demonſtrate, that our 
LORD intended no ſuch thing, yet the ſentence may 
not improperly expreſs A/pa/io's opinion; and if ſo, 
be not unfit for his uſe. | 

However, let us inquire into the exact meaning of 
the text. A very little ſearch will yield the defired 
ſatisfaction. Sell all thou haſt, and give to the poor, and 
thou ſhalt have treaſure in heaven. Treaſure in heaven 
was what the young gentleman lacked. Could this 
be any other than CHRIST himſelf? Is not CHRIST 
the treaſure, hid in the field of the goſpel? Is not 
CHRIST the inheritance, reſerved in heaven for 
us? Is not a communion with CHRIS J, and an en- 
joyment of CARIST, the ſupreme felicity of our 
nature? David was of this mind, when he publicly 
declared, Whom have I in heaven but thee St John 
was of this mind, when he ſolemnly averred ; He that 
hath the SON, hath, ife.-—Whoever is of another 
mind, has very inadequate, very unworthy notions 
of heaven and its happineſs. Now if CHRIST hun- 
ſelf was the one thing needed, ſurely his righteouſneſs 
could not be ſecluded. His blood and obedience in- 
ſeparably accompany his perſon, He that hath the 
bridegroom, hath his riches alſo. 

In oppolition to this ſenſe, it is affirmed, * Certain- 
„ly the one thing our LORD meant, was the love 
« of GOD.” — The love of GOD is certainly an emi- 
nent bleſſing. Poſleſled, I thould imagine, only by 
thoſe, who have firit obtained eternal 115 by 4now- 
ing the true GOD and FLSUS CHRIST. But 
does our love of GO D magnify the law; latisfy ju- 
{tice ; or obtain heaven? Are we pardoned, are we 
reconciled, are we juſtified, on account of our love 
of GOD ?—The young ruler wants that, which may 
open to him the Kingdom of heaven ; and that, where- 
by he may inherit eternal hilfe. Mr Weſley, ſetting 
alide pardon, reconciliation, juſtification, together 
with the one perfect righteoutneſs, which procures 
them, aſcribes all to our love of GOD. And, by 
this means, not to the true love, arifing from the 
knowledge of him, as manifeſted in the goſpel ; as 
having Git loved us, in granting us remiſſion of fins, 
freely through FESUS CH RI1ST:.—This notion 
may paſs current at Rome , not among the Proteſtant 
churches. Our own church has moſt expreſsly diſ- 


The council of Trent, by her interpreter Andradius, thus 
expreſſes herſelf ; Chriſtus obedientia ſua non meruit credentibus 
in ipſum falutem et vitam eternam ; ſed hoc tantummado meruit, 
quod propter ipſum infunditur nobis charitas inherens ; ut illa 
demum kt, gue hominem Deo non tantum gratum, ſed pergratum; 
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claimed it. Speaking of CHRIST and his precious 
blood - hedding, ſhe adds; Whereby alone we are 
« made we Os of the kingdom of heaven.” 

« Is the obedience of CHRIST inſufficient to ac- 
i compliſh our juſtification ?”—Here you would cor- 
rect both the language, and the doctrine. The lan- 
- guage: for you ſay, “ Rather I would aſk, Is the 

« death of CHRIST inſuſiicient to purchaſe it?“ — 
To purchaſe juſtification, you ſuppoſe, 1s more proper 
and expreſlive, than to accompliſh. As this may ſeem 
a ſtrife of words, 1 ſhall diſmiſs it without much ſo- 
licitude. Only I would tranſiently obſerve, that to 
accompliſh, denotes more than to purchaſe. It de- 
notes the conſtituent cauſe ; what the ſchoolmen call, 
the matter of juſtification, or the very thing which 
effects it. If your favourite phraſe unphes all this, let 
it have the pre- eminence. 
Next, you correct the doctrine, by ſaying, 7 
« would rather aſt, Is the death of CHRIST infuffi- 
« cient 10 furt haſe juſtification?” I anſwer, If you 
conſider the death of CHRIST, as excluſive of his 
obedience, it is inſufficient. If you do not, there is 
no great reafon for your ſtarting a doubt, where we 
both are agreed. And indeed it is ſcarce worth my 
while to As notice of it. I will therefore return to 
the diſtinction, which you think proper to make, be- 
tween accompliſhing and purchaſing juſtification.— 
Why, Sir, would you ſet aſide the former phraſe ? 
Does it not imply, that which juſtifies? that very 
thing, which commends us to GOD? that very 
righteouſneſs, in which we ſtand accepted before him? 
Does not this way of expreſſing, guard moſt effectu- 
ally againſt the errors of Popery, and exclude all co- 
efficiency of faith, of works, or any thing elſe what- 
ever ?— ſaid, the errors of Popery. For a Popi/h ſy- 
nod will allow, that we are not juſtified without the 
righteouſneſs of CHRIST, by which he hath merited 
juſtification for us; but declares, at the ſame time, 
if any man ſhall fay, we are formally righteous, by 
that very righteouſneſs, let him be accurſed.—Ac- 
cording to this, which is no very good confeſſion, the 
righteouſneſs of CHRIST purchaſes, but does not 
accomphtſh ; it merits our juſtification, but does not 
gonſtitute our juſtifying righteouſneſs. Sce, Sir, whi- 
ther your refinements are leading you. 
Ihe ſaints in glory, ſays Afpaſio, aſcribe the whole 
of their falvation to the blood of the LAMB. 80 
« do,“ replies Mr e „and yet I believe, he ob- 
« tained for all a poſſibility of ſalvation.“ Is this ob- 
jection pertinent? Does Aſpaſio's aſſertion contradict 
your belief? Does it not comprize, all that you 
avouch, and much more? Is it poſſible, that Mr We/ley, 
who is ſach a maſter of logic, ſhould argue in this 
manner? „The ſaints in glory aſcribe all their ſalva- 


« tion to CHRIS T's blood; therefore he did not 


« obtain a poſſibility of falvation for all men.“ What 
a forced concluſion is this! What wild reaſoning is 
here | Such premiſes, and fuch an inference, will pro- 
bably incline the reader to think of a fun-beam and a 
clod, connected with bands of ſmoke. | 

If you was determined to make this paſſage faulty, 
you could have oppoſed it with the following decla- 


ration of your faith ; “ Yet I believe, that CHRIST 
« gbtained no more than a poſſibility of ſalvation for 


% any.” Then you would have ſomething ſuited to 
your purpofe; but not agreeable, either to ſound ſenſe, 
or ſound doctrine. Not to /ound ſenſe. Your poſſibility 
of ſalvation is, if people perform the conditions, How 
then can they aſcribe the whole glory to CHRIST? 
At this rate, they do a piece of injuſtice to their own 
reſolution and diligence ; as theſe, by fulfilling the 
conditions, had a hand in obtaining the reward, theſe 
ought to have a ſhare in receiving the honour, —Not 
to ſound doctrine.— Aſpaſio believes much more than a 
poſlibility of ſalvation by FESUS CHRIST. He 
* 


n tantum acceptum, ſed peracceptum reddat ad uitam eternam. 
Vid. Chemait. Exam, Conc, Trident, p. 146. | | 


— 
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cording to 


Hot to be 
to that pre- 
us eternal life, 


believes a full and complete falvation ; ac 
that noble text, I is finiſhed. A ſalvation 
acquired, but abſolutely given ; according 
cious fcripture, GOD hath given to 
Not upon ſome terms or prerequiſites, but with 

any condition at all; according to that moſt Face 
invitation, Whoever will, let him take of the wat, * 
life freely. — This I look upon as ſound doctrine, B44 
will your notion of a conditional ſalvation, ropoſed 
by way of bargain, and granted upon terms, com ort 
with this gift of grace? P 

No more than 4 poſſibility of falvation !—Yeg, g;. 
CHRIST obtained a great and a free ſalvation. G 
for it comprizes the pardon of all fin, original and ac. 
tual; a reitoration to entire and unalterable fa a 
together with a title to everlaſting life and glory.— 
This is ſuch a provifion for our happineſs, as becomes 
the immenſe goodneſs, and inconceivable majeſty of 
an incarnate G O0 D; fuch as not only ſapplies our 
wants, and fatisfies our deſires, but ſurpaſſes our ve; 
wiſhes ; tranſporting us with wonder, and filling uz 
with joy.—To accompliſh all this, we may reafonah] 
fuppoſe, nothing leſs could be ſufficient, than the ac. 
tive and paſſive righteouſneſs of HIM, who is gone 
into heaven, angels, and authorities, and powers bein 
made ſubject unto him.—Since this matchleſs ranſom 
has been paid ; fince theſe grand conditions are per- 
formed ; there 1s no obſtruction from the divine ju- 
flice, or the divine truth. All that ineffable and eter. 
nal bleſſedneſs is now become free ; is granted to fir. 
ners, to rebels, to the moſt unworthy; they are al- 
lowed, yea, invited to receive it, to poſſeſs it, to re- 
Joice in it as their own portion ; and without the pre- 
viſo of any good thing in themſelves, purely on ac- 
count of their S A V1 OU R's all-fufficient work. 

I read in facred hiſtory of Eleazer the for of Dodo the 
Ahohite, one of the three mighty men with David; hom 
ke aroſe, and ſmote the Philiſtines, until his hand was 
weary, and his hand clave unto his fword; and the 
LORD wrought a great victory that day; and the Pete 
ple returned after him only to ſpoil. And were not 
theſe mighty men typical, faintly typical of our al- 
mighty REDEEMER? Did not JES US alſo a- 
riſe, and work a great victory? Has he not triumph- 
ed gloriouſly over fin, and all our enemies? And 
what have we to do, but only to return, and divide 
the ſpoil, and ſhare the benefits of his conqueſt ?—May 
we not boldly fay ? „My {in is done away, becauſe 
« CHRIST has bore it on the curſed tree. I ſtand 
« accepted before GO D, becauſe CHRIST has fi- 
4 nithed the righteouſnefs, which renders me un- 
« blameable and unreproveable. I ſhall receive the 
C HOLY GHOST, becauſe CHRIST is my 
advocate; and prays the FATHER, that he will 
« give me another comforter. This ſacred comforter, 
by ſhewing me the riches of CHRIST, will more 
and more ſanctify my nature.“ To think and live in 


Vour ; 


this manner, is to take the ſpoil after our victorious 


leader. | of 
Let me cloſe and confirm this fentiment, with a 
paſſage from that inimitable penman, the prophet I/: 
ah; who, for his remarkably-clear views of CHRIST, 
may almoſt be admitted into the number of evange- 
liſts; and, for his exquiſitely-fine deſcriptions of 
CHRIST, greatly exceeds all orators and all poets. 
Who i this that cometh from Edom, with dyed gar- 
ments from Bozrah ? This that is glorious in his appa- 
rel, travelling in the greatneſs of his ſtrength I that 
ſpeak in righteouſneſs, mighty to ſave. —Wherefore art 
thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that 
treadeth in the Cine. fat: I have trodden the wine-preſs 
alone, and of the people there was none with me. bs. 
Ihe prophet, like one thrown into a ſudden ſurpriſe, 
with a beautiful abruptneſs, cries out, Who is this:? 
What extraordinary appearance diſcovers itſelf to m) 
ſight ? Is it a human, or a divine form, that I behold? 
He cometh from Edom the country, from Bezrah the 
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al. feſſed national enemies. Is he for 
2 — Werfirtes ?—The firſt queſtion ſeems 
us, Of cd from diſtant and indiſtinR view. He then 
perl 2 nearer ſurvey, and deſcribes the wonderful 
rſonage with greater particularity. This that co- 
eth with dyed garments, like ſome terrible and victo- 
18 warrior, that has ſcarcely ſheathed the ſword of 
laughter; who is all encrimſoned, and ſtill reeking 
with the blood of the ſlain. ; 

The viſion becomes clearer and clearer. 1 ſee him 
(adds the rapturous prophet) glorious in his apparel. 
Highly graceful, as well as extremely awful. Bear- 
ing in his aſpect, in his whole perſon, in his very dreſs, 
the marks of tranſcendent dignity. Travelling in the 

reatneſs of his ſtrength. Not faint with toil, nor weari- 
80 with the fatigue of the dreadful action; but like one, 
that is indefatigable in his zeal, and irreſiſtible in his 
power; and therefore ſtill preſſing forwards, to new 
victories ; {till going on, from conquering to conquer. 

The majeſtic object is, all this while, advancing. 
At length, he approaches near enough, to hold a con- 
ference with this devout inquirer. One would natu- 
rally expect, that his ſpeech ſhould be like his aſpect, 
alarming and tremendous. But grace is on his tongue, 
and his lips drop balm. I that ſpeak in righteouſneſs : 
all whoſe words are faithfulneſs and truth; an im- 
moveable foundation for the faith of my people. 
That ſpeak of righteouſneſs * : of that myſterious righ- 
teouſneſs, which is the delight of my FATHER, and 
the life of the world. To bring in which, 1s the de- 
ſign of my appearance on earth, and to reveal it is the 
office of my SPIRIT. By means of this 3 
neſs, I am mighty to ſave : to ſave thee; to fave any 
loſt ſinner; to ſave them, as with the arm of omni- 
potence, beyond all that they can think, even to the 
very uttermoſt. 

Here the prophet ſeems to be ſomewhat at a loſs, 
and takes leave to renew his inquiry. If thou art 
come, not to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave; where- 
fore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like 
him that treadeth in the wine-fat * Theſe indicate, not 
deliverance, but deſtruction. Theſe are tokens, not of 
forbearing mercy, but of inexorable vengeance.— Tis 
true, * the illuſtrious hero, I have trodden the 
wine-preſs + I have cruſhed my foes; I have tram- 
pled them under my feet; and repentance was hid 
from my eyes. But thy enemies were the object of 


ox N loquiĩ conſtructa cum prefixa I, notat paſſim, phraſi 
ſacra, lqui de re. . 

+ Trodden the wine-preſs,—1 can hardly forbear taking notice 
of the great impropriety, with which this text and this metaphor 
are frequently uſed by our theological writers. They apply 
both to CHRIST, as bruiſed by his almighty FATHER; 
and bearing the weight of that indignation, which was due to 
the ſins of mankind, Nothing is more common, than to make 
this text deſcriptive of his agony in the garden If indeed it 
had been ſaid, I am tradden in the wine-preſs, the image might 
not be improper. But when it is ſaid, I have trodden, nothing 
can be more unſuitable to a ſtate of humiliation and ſuffering, 
This phraſe evidently denotes conqueſt and triumph; enemies 
vanquiſhed and totally deſtroyed, It ſhould never therefore 
be applied to the agonizing, but to the triumphant SAVIOUR ; 
not to FESUS proſtrate on the ground, but to FESUS 
making his foes his footſtool. 

As I have taken leave to animadvert upon a common miſ- 
take, I would alſo take liberty to pay merit its due honour ; by 
recommending to my reader a poetical verſion of this paſſage, 
given us by Dr Lowth, in his very elegant work, entitled De 
Jacra poeſi Hebraorum, Where he underſtands the text, in the 
ſenſe ſuggeſted above; and tranſlates it, in the very ſpirit of 
Virgil. As the lines are few, and the book may not be in the 
ands of all my readers, I will preſent them with a tranſcript. 


— — — llle patris vires indutus et iram, 
Dira rubens graditur, per ſtragem et fracta potentim 


» Agming, prona ſolo ; preftratiſque hoſtibus ultor 


Inſultat ; ceu præla novo ſpumantia muſto 
Exercens, ſalit attritas calcator in uvas, 


Congeflamque firuem ſubigit : cade atra recenti 
Crura madent, rorantque inſperſe ſanguine veſtes. 
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mine indignation. Sin, and death, and hell are the 
vanquiſhed adverſaries. It is their blood, that is 
ſprinkled upon my garments, and that ſtains all my 
raiment. — This victory I have gained, by myſelf alone. 
Being infinitely too 7 in my power, to want an 
aſſociate; and infinitely too jealous of my honour, to 
accept of any afliſtance. Of the people, whether in 
heaven or on earth, there was none with me ; to afford 
the leaſt ſuccour, or to take the leaſt ſhare in the glo- 
rious work. The ſalvation of ſinners; their deliver- 
ance from wrath, and their redemption to GOD, is, 
in all its parts, my act, even mine, and mine only. 
Yours be all the benefit ; mine all the glory. 

The terms of acceptance for fallen man, were, a full 
ſatisfaction to the divine juſtice, and a complete conformity 
to the divine law. This,“ ſays Mr Meſley to Aſpaſio, 
« you take for granted, but I cannot allow.” — Tat 
Aſpaſio does not take theſe points for granted, Ithought, 
even his enemies would confeſs. That he has attempt- 
ed, at leaſt, to make his opinion, all the world, 
beſides yourſelf, Sir, will acknowledge. What eltc is 
the deſign of dialogue the third and fourth? what elie 
is aimed at, in dialogue the ſeventh, eighth, and ninth? 
The former treat largely of the full ſatisfaction given 
to divine juſtice, The latter treat ſtill more largely of 
the conformity demanded by the divine law, and 
yielded by the divine FESUS. 

Theſe things, however, “ you cannot. allow.“ 
Not allow a full ſatisfaction of divine juſtice to be ne- 
cellary | Are you not then acceding to the Socinian? 
Not allow a complete conformity to the divine law to 
be neceflary! Are you not then warping to the Antine- 
mian? See, Sir, how you approach the rocks, both on 
the right hand, and on the left. May the KEEPER 
of [/rael preſerve yourſelf and your followers, from 
ſuffering ſhipwreck! — Every one, I think, muſt al- 
low what you deny, who believes the divine ju- 
ſtice to be infinite, and the divine law to be unalter- 
able. A juſtice, that will admit of any ſatisfaction, 
leſs than complete, can never be deemed infinite. And 
if the divine law can reſt ſatisfied with an obedience 
that is defective, it is not ſo venerable as the law of 
the Medes and Perfians. 

« The terms of acceptance for fallen man,” you ſay, 
% are repentance and faith.“ -I muſt own, I don't 
much like the expreſſion terms, unleſs it be referred to 
the mediation of CHRIST. And you yourſelf, if you 
would act conſiſtently, ſhould not be over-fond of it, 
becauſe it 1s not ſcriptural. Though, for my own 
part, I have no quarrel againſt the word, becauſe it is 
not the exact phraſeology of ſcripture, but becauſe I diſ- 
like the idea it conveys. Shall we treat with the DEITY, 
as free ſtates or ſovereign princes treat with each o- 
ther? the one obtaining from the other, peace or 
ſome advantageous conceſſion, by complying with his 
terms ? 

To confirm your opinion, that “ the terms of ac- 
“ ceptance for fallen man, are repentance and faith,” 
you produce the following text; Repent ye, and be- 
lieve the goſpel. Here you write, like a man of ſenſe; 
who knows what juſt diſputation means. You lay 
aſide your certainlies, your undoubtedlies, your unque- 
/tionablies ; and urge a proof from ſcripture. Whether 
you rightly underſtand, and duly apply this proof, 
muſt now be inquired. 1 

RNepent ye, and believe the goſpel. This may be the 
meaning of the exhortation. Repent ; relinquiſh all 
your wrong notions, relating to the way and manner 
of finding acceptance with the DEITY. Believe the 


goſpel: which opens a moſt unexpected avenue, for 


the communication of this bleſſing ; which brin 

you tidings of a falvation, fully procured by the in- 
carnate GOD, and freely offered to the unworthy ſin- 
ner.— The word you know, is . Which, in its 


primary fignification, denotes not ſo much a refory 
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The meaning then may be as follows. Repent ; for- 
fake all your vices, and all your follies ; mortify eve- 
ry evil temper, and renounce every evil way. In or- 
der to render this practicable, believe the goſpel ; where- 
ina SAVIOUR is preached and diſplayed ; who 
makes pcace for ſuch offenders; reconciles them to 
GOD; and obtains eternal redemption for them. 
This will ſweetly withdraw your affections from ini- 
quity, and ſweetly attach them to the blefled G OD. 
Whereas, without this powerful expedicnt, you will 
never be delivered from the pleaſing witchcratt of your 
luſts. Sin will always have dominion over you, ſo long 
as you are under the law, and not under grace.—Re- 
pentance, thus underſtood, 1s not the condition of ob- 
taining ſalvation, but the fruit of ſalvation obtained. 

Beſides, if repentance be a gift, it cannot be a 
term or condition. He mutt be a ſtranger to the im- 

ort of language, and the common ideas of mankind, 
who will take upon him to affirm the latter; and he 


% 
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mult be yet a greater ſtranger to the holy word of 


GOD, who will offer to deny the former. — 
CHRIST is exalted, faith the apoſtle, to grve repentance. 
Not to require it, as a condition of bieſledneſs ; but 
to give it, as a moſt eminent bleſſing. Not require 


repentance of fallen man, who is not able to think a 


good thought; but give at, from his unſearchable 
riches; and work it, by his almighty power. 
You fay, © the terms of acceptance for fallen man, 
« are, &c.”-—Methinks, I ſhould be glad to know, what 
you mean by fallen man. 
- us, in your collection of ſermons) “ one dead to 
« GOD, and all the things of GOD * having no more 
« power to perform the actions of a living Chriſtian, 


“ than a dead body to perform the functions of a living 


&« man?” What terms, I beſcech you, can ſuch a one ful- 
fil? Be they ever fo difficult, or ever fo eaſy, it ma- 
keth no difference. The hand {tiff in death, is no more 
able to move a feather, than to remove a mountain.— 
Whatever, therefore, others may aflirm, you, Sir, 
cannot talk of repentance to be exerciſed by fallen 
man, until he is quickened and enabled by fellowſhip 
with CHRIST, the living and life-giving head. 
Unleſs you chuſe, either to contradict your own aſ- 
ſertion, that fallen man 1s abſolutely dead to all good ; 
or elſe think proper to maintain, that the dead may 
not only act, but perform ſome of the moſt excellent 
acts, and important oflices. 

You ſhould likewiſe, Sir, if you would write correct- 
ly and argue forcibly, have told us, what you mean 


Do you mean (as you tell 


by faith. , Otherwiſe, you may intend one thing, and 


I another, even while we both uſe the ſame word. In 
this caſe, our diſpute might be as endleſs, as it muſt 
be fruitleſs. | 
By faith I mean, what St John calls, a receiving e 
CHRIST; a receiving of him and his benefits, as 
they are freely given, in tae word of grace and truth. 
It this, which 1s the apoſtolical, be a proper defini- 
tion, then it ſeems not to come under the denomina- 
tion of a condition, They mult be exceſſive refiners 
indeed, who would call my receiving a rich preſent, 
the terms or conditions of poſſeſſing it; or would 
eſteem my eating at a plenteous feaſt, the terms and 
conditions of enjoying it. Is not this to ſubtilize, till 
ſound ſenſe is loſt ? | | 
Faith, according to St Paul, is a perſuaſion, that 
CHRIST loved me, and gave himſelf for me. Where 
is any trace or any hint L conditionality, in this de- 
ſcription? I don't hear the apoſtle ſaying, He loved 
me, provided I repent; he gave himſelf for me, in 
caſe I think this, or do that: but he gave himſelf for 
me, when I was ungodly, and had performed no con- 
ditions; when I was without ſtrength, and could per- 
torm no conditions.—Thus he gave himſelf for me, 
that I might have remiſſion of ſins, through his blood; 


and eternal life, through his righteouſneſs, —Believing 
theſe delightful truths, and e e heavenly 
WI nefactor ; and 
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abhor thoſe iniquities, for which he w 

ed, and died. That love of CHRI 87 yon 
lineſs ; and this abhorrence of ſin, is practical repent, 
ance. And both are the fruits, therefore cannot be 
the conditions, of ſalvation by FE SUS, 

Some holy men and excellent writers, I confeſ; 
have not ſcrupled to call faith and repentance the con. 
ditions of our ſalvation. Yet I cannot prevail on my. 
ſelf to admire or approve the language. I fear, it 
tends to embarraſs the 1incere foul; to darken the 
luſtre of grace; and to afford too much occaſion for 
boaſting. 

To embarraſs the fincere foul—For, if Jam ſaved on 
conditions, this will naturally divert my attention 
from the grand and all- ſufficient cauſe of Juſtification 
the righteouſneſs of CHRIST; which alone gives 
ſolid comfort. Inſtead of delighting myſelf in the 
LORD REDEEMER, I fthall be engaged in an 
anxious concern about the ſuppoſed conditions, 
Whether I have performed them? Whether I have 
performed them aright ! Whether there may not be 
{ome latent defect, that ſpoils all, and renders my la- 
bour fruitleſs? The more ſerious our minds are, and 
the more tender our conſciences, the more ſhall we be 
liable to perplexity and diſquietude on this head. 

It eclipjes the luſtre of grace. Ie are ſaved by grace, 
ſays the oracle of heaven. But if falvation be upon 
conditions, it cannot be of grace. It muſt, in fome 
meaſure at leaſt, be of works. Since it depends upon 
working the conditions, it 1s obtained by working the 
conditions; and the candidate has reaſon to look prin- 
cipally unto his pertormance of the conditions. They 
are to him, by incomparable degrees, the moſt im- 
portant point. Becauſe, without their all- ſignificant 
interpoſition, every thing elle is as nothing, Even 
G0 D's everlaſting love, and CHRIS T's everlaſt- 
ing righteouſneſs, are, till the conditions are fulfilled, 
but ciphers without the initial figure. 

It affords too much occaſion for boaſting.—May I not, 
in this caſe, thank my own application and induſtry ? 
They, they exerted themſelves ſucceſsfully ; and be- 
hold ! the promiſed reward is mine. What then 
ſhould hinder me from ſacrificing unto my own net, 
and burning incenſe unto my own drag ?—At this 
door the notion of merit will unavoidably creep in. 
Becauſe my pertormance of the condition is merito- 
rivus of the covenanted reward. So far meritorous, 
that the reward is my due. I may demand it, as 2 
debt. And it will be an act of apparent injuſtice to 
with-hold it. —But ſhall theſe things be ſaid unto the 
ALMIGHTY? Will theſe things redound to the 
praiſe of the glory of his grace? Do theſe things hide 
vanity from man; or conſiſt with a falvation, that is 


F without money, or without price? Not quite fo well, I 


believe, yourſelf will acknowledge, as the following 
lines. 


Let the world their virtue boaſt, 

Their works of righteouſneſs ; 
J, a wretch undone and loſt, 

Am freely ſav'd by grace: 
Other title I diſclaim, 

This, only this zs all my plea ; 
I the chief of ſinners am, 

But JESUS died for me. 


« Fallen man,” you fay, © is juſtified, not by perfect 

«+ obedience, but by faith.” —* Not by perfect obe- 
« dience.” Ah, Sir! if you had remembered the im- 
mutability of G OD, and the ſpirituality of his law, 
ou would not have challenged this expreflion. — 
« But by faith.” Here, *tis true, you uſe the lan- 
guage of ſcripture. Nevertheleſs it behoves a watch. 
man in Mael, to ſhew how the language of ſcripture” 
may be abuſed. Faith, you allow, is imputed to us 
for righteouſneſs ; therefore (you infer) not the righ- 
teouſneſs or perfect obedience of CHRIST. This, 
if you mean any thing, or would ſpeak any thing to 
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muſt be your way of arguing. So you 
= a r aich and C 4 RIST 5 ri — at va- 
— The former ſhall exclude the latter from its 
po ' Whereas, the former is only the pitcher at 
he fountain, while the latter is the very water of life ; 
is that blefſed, glorious, heavenly expedient, which, 
received by faith, juſtifies, ſanctiſies, ſaves. ; 

According to your goſpel, faith will fay to the righ- 
teoufneſs of the REDEEMER, © Depart hence. 
« | have no need of thee. 1 
« ing righteouſneſs. I ſtand in the ſtead of perfect obe- 
« dience, in order to acceptance with GOD * — To 
this may we not reply? Was faith then cruciſied for 

ou? has faith magnified the divine law? or is it by 
a of faith, that not one jot or tittle of its precepts 
paſs unfulfilled ? 775 : 

If faith, in this ſenſe, is imputed for righteouſneſs, 
how can you ſubſcribe that emphatical article, which 
declares, © We are accounted righteous before GOD, 
& only for the merit of our LO RD and SAVIOUR 
« FESUS CHRIS T.” Surely, Sir, you are ac- 
counted righteous, for the ſake of that, whatever it 
be, which ſtands in the ſtead of perfect obedience. 
That, whatever it be, may claim the honour ; and to 
that juſtice itſelf cannot but award the prize. 

If your notion be true, the believer ought to have 
his own faith principally in view. Whatever preſents 
me perfectly obedient before GOD, is my greateſt 
good ; is my choicelt portion; the belt foundation for 
my hope, my peace, my joy. To this, therefore, ſo 
long as I know my own intereſt, I mult chiefly look. 
Whereas, /oo# unto JES US, is the direction of the 
HOLY GHOST. Look unto his perfect atone- 
ment, and complete righteouſneſs, and be 2 is 
the grand unchangeable edict, iſſued from the throne 

f grace. 
s 2 you will ſay, Are not the words of ſcrip- 
ture expreſsly on my fide? Faith is imputed for righ- 
teouſneſs. True. But is the ſenſe of ſcripture on your 
{ide ? Suppoſe, I ſhould undertake to prove, that Da- 
vid was purged from guilt, by the hyſſop which grow- 
eth on the wall ; this you would think a wild and an 
impracticable attempt. But ſhould I not have the 
words of ſcripture expreſsly on my fide? Purge me 
with hyſſop, and I ſhall be clean. Yet ſhould I not have 
the leaſt countenance imaginable from the ſpirit and 
ſenſe of thoſe ſacred writings. Has the hyflop, a 
mean worthleſs ſhrub, any kind of fitneſs, to ſtand in 
the ſtead of the ſacrificial blood, and make the atone- 
ment for ſin? No more fitneſs has faith, to ſtand in 
the ſtead of perfect obedience ; to act as our juſtifying 
righteouſneſs; or procure our acceptance with GOD. 

„What CHRIST has done.” —Here Mr Weſley 
himſelf ſpeaks of what CHRIST has done. He re- 
preſents it by a very magnificent image. He lays it as 
the foundation of that firſt and mo 
bleſſing, juſtification. In this I moſt cordially agree 
with him. Hoping, that we ſhall unanimoully join, 
to detend this important ſentiment, againſt all oppo- 
lition ; and endeavour to diſplay the REDEEMER's 
work, as well as his paſlion, in allits glorious excellency. 

What CHRIST has done is the foundation of 
* our juſtification, not the term or condition.” The 
prophet 1/aiah had other notions of this matter; If 


thou ſhalt make his foul an offering for fin, he ſhall ſee 


* Theſe are Mr Maſley's own words, in his explication of 
this very doctrine. See his ſermon on the righteouſneſs of 
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I myſelf act as the juſtify- 


comprehenſive 
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his feed. If * is the hypothetic language; denotes a 
term; expreſles a condition; on the ormance of 
which, the MESSIAH Hould fee his feed ; ſhould 
have a numberleſs multitude of ſinners, pardoned and 
renewed ; born again of the SPIRIT, and made 
heirs of ſalvation. The grand term, on which all 
theſe bleſſings depend, and by which they are made 
ſure to believers, is, the pouring out of the ME S- 
SIAH's foul, as a ſacriſice for their fins, and a ran- 
ſom for their perſons. 

„The foundation, not the condition.” — Methinks . 
you thould offer ſome reaſon for this diſtinction. E- 
ſpecially, ſince St Paul aſſures us, that CHRIST is, 
in the work of ſalvation, not this or that only, but he 
is ALL. Eſpecially, ſince CHRIST himſelf de- 
clares, I am, in that grandeſt of all affairs, the re- 
demption of ſinners, the beginning and the ending, 
And well he may be ſo, ſince he is, as it follows in 
the text, the ALMIGHTY. 

Your meaning, I preſume, is, What CHRIST 
has done, is a foundation for the influence and ſipni- 
ficancy of our own doings. That they, under the 
notion of terms and conditions, may come for a ſhare, 
and be his co-adjutors in the great work. This was 
the doctrine, eſtabliſhed by the council of Trent ; this 
is the doctrine, ſtill maintained in the conclave of 
Rome ; and is, perhaps, of all their abominations the 
moſt refined, yet not the leaſt diſhonourable to our 
SAVIOUR. It bears the greateſt oppolition to the 
truth of his goſpel, and the freeneſs of his redemp- 
tion. 

I have heard it inſinuated, that Mr Meſſey is a je- 
ſuit in diſguiſe. This inſinuation I rejected, as the 
groſſeſt calumay ; Iabhorred, as falſchood itſelf. I 
acquit you, Sir, from the charge of being a Jeſuit or 
a Papiſt. But no body, I apprehend, can acquit 
your principles from halting between Proteſtantiſm 
and Popery. They have ſtolen the unhallowed fire, 
and are intected with the leaven of Antichriſt. You 
have unhappily adopted ſome ſpecious Papiſtical tenets, 
and are liſtening to the mother of abominations, mor 
than you are aware. | 

Amidit allyour miſtakes (and from miſtakes who is 
exempt ?) I verily believe, your principal aim is, the 
honour of CHRIST, and the edification of ſouls. 
Therefore I ſpeak the more freely. Was you a bigot to 
ſelfiſhneſs, or a devotee to vain-glory, ſuch liber 
might be diſpleaſing. But I am perſuaded better 
things of Mr We/ley. He has publicly declared, that 
« wherein ſoever he is nuſtaken, his mind is open to 


.< conviction ; and he ſincerely deſires to be better in- 


formed.“ This is written in the true ſpirit of a Chri- 
ſtian. To this ſpirit I addreſs myſelf. Begging 
of you, Sir, with the ſincerity and tenderneſs of a 
brother, to conſider theſe hints impartially ; leſt, be- 
ing milled yourſelf, you millead your thouſands and 
ten thouſands. 

In the mean time, I hope, you will not take it 
amils, if, to my affectionate entreaties, I add my 
earneſt prayers: That you, Sir, and your people, 
may be in the number of thoſe bleſſed men, unto whom 
GOD imputeth righteouſneſs without works, Which I 
take to be the firſt and great evangelical privilege ; as, 
[ am very ſure, it is the richeſt benefit, I know how 
to crave, either tor you, or for your moſt, &c. 


I. li. 10, MN, Si poſueris. Vocula N valet 
conditionem, et recte vertitur per fi. Patet enim clariſſime, 
conditionem hic conjungi cum privilegio, præſtita conditione ob- 
tinendo, VITRIN. 4 
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May I borrow the term, and apply it to theology ? 1 
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Jpafe, for points of divinity, 3 ſmall, you 


lible ſtandard, 


ould have no oppoſition nor any check from this 


pen. . 
Some people, for inſtance, are of opinion, that the 
belief of a parent is conſiderably beneficial to his 
children. That, when St Paul ſays to the anxious 


jailor, Believe on the LORD JESU 8, and thou ſhalt 


he ſaved, and thy houſe ; he promiles ſome ſpecial good, 
that ſhould redound to the man's houſehold, from his 
own receival of CHRIST. It ſeems, indeed, that the 
apoſtle muſt intend ſomething of this nature; more 
than barely to ſay, thy family alſo, provided they fol- 
low thy example, ſhall obtain ſalvation with eternal 
glory. If this were the whole of his meaning, he need 
not have confined it to the jailor's domeſtics, but 
might have extended it to all the inhabitants of Phi- 
lippi, 

Vguch tenets, whether admitted or rejected, affect 
not the main point. Men may embrace which ſide of 
the queſtion they think proper, and yet be ſound in 
the Lich of our LORD FESUS CHRIST. But 
errors, relating to that righteouſneſs, which is the one 
efticicnt cauſe of juſtiſication; in which alone G O D 
is wall pleaſed, and all his perfections glorified ; which 
is tlie only ſpring of ſolid peace, and true godhinels ; 
ſuch errors are extremely pernicious. Theſe we mutt 
withſtand with reſolution and zeal, We may not give 
place to their encroachment, no, not for an hour. 
The former may be compared to a fly, ſettled on the 
diſh ; the latter are more like poiſon, mixed with our 
food. To diſlodge that, may not be amiſs. But to 
prevent, or Kay or antidote this, is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary. In the former number, perhaps, the reader 
will rank your obſervation, which follows. But as [| 
have undertaken to follow you ſtep by ſtep, I mult not 
diſregard it. | 

Aſpaſio, ſpeaking of David, expreſſes a high eſteem 
for that hero, king, and faint. Allowing, that his 
elteem were carried a little too far ; where would have 
been the great hurt, or the grievous offence? How, 
Sir, could this have led to“ unſettled notions in re- 
„ ligion *?”—l was inclined to anſwer your reflec- 
tions, as the hero himſelf anſwered his cenſorious 
brother, Is there not a cauſe * Then paſling on to an- 
other ſubject, as he, perfectly maſter of himſelf, and 
nobly ſuperior to the affront, turned to another per- 
ſon. But as you ſeem to have injured David, and 
not done juſtice to the truth, I ſhall hardly be excuſed, 
if I diſmiſs the matter, without ſome more particular 
notice. 

60 D himſelf dignifies David with the moſt exalt- 
ed of all characters, ſays Aſpaſio. —< Far, very far 
« from it,” ſays Mr Weſley. © We have more exalted 
C characters than David's. Where, Sir? Shew me, 
in any of the ſaints, or in any of the ſacred writers, 
a more devout, or a more divine ſpirit, than that 
which breathes in the penman of the P/a/ms. For 
my own part, I know nothing ſuperior to it, in any 
author, or in any 3 Neither can I conceive 
a more exalted character, than the character given of 
David, a man after GO D's own heart. If GOD be 
an unerring judge, if his approbation be the infal- 
is deſcription muſt expreſs the moſt 
conſummate human worth. Say whatever you will 
of a perſon, it does not, it cannot, exceed this moſt 


illuſtrious teſtimony. | 


« But this is ſaid of David in a particular reſpect.” 


Ay! notwithſtanding the HOLY SPIRIT has 


who ſhall perform all my will. If you was l 


declared concerning him; a man after mine own heart, 


this text, would you think it right to ſay? He ſha 


> 


perform all my will, that is, he ſhall ſerve me in ſome 
particular reſpect. —* It was not ſaid, with regard to 


The reader will pleaſe to remember, that the pamphlet, 


- which contains the remarks under conſideration, is entitled 4 
Pycieruatine againſt unſettled notions in religion. 
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Lr. vl. 
« his whole character.“ No! not when 

of inſpiration has borne this witneſs to — * 
heart was perfect with the LO RD his GOD FA. 
his heart be perfect, yet not influence his whol y 
duct . But it Was ſaid in the {ſecond or thirq ct 
« of Saul's reign.” Therefore it was not appli Ne 
to him, during the future years of his life. 1 le 
the inference you would draw. But can vou — 
think it a juſt one? or would you call that perſo 7 
man after G O D's own heart, who is ſingularl "cs 
in the days of his youth, but ſwerves and Ps bona 
his advanced age ? - 3 

Notwithſtanding all theſe remonſtrances 
matters to the utmoſt; as though it was 3 „ 
the laſt importance, to prove David an errant back 
ſlider. With this view, you add; „ But was he , 
« man after G O D's own heart, all his life, or in 1 
« particulars ? So far from it, that” —Stop, Sir, I be 
ſeech you. And, before you ſpeak unadviſedly with 
your lips, hear what the L ORD himſelf replies, t 
both your interrogatories ; David did that which "90 
right, in the eyes of the LO RD, and turned not afid 
from any thing hat he commanded him, all the day; 5 
his life, ſave only in the matter of Uriah the Hitt 
Surely, you was not aware, that ſuch things are writ. 
ten in the book of GOD. Otherwiſe, you would 
not have contradicted them, with ſo much boldneſs 
| will, therefore, put the moſt charitable conſtruction 
upon your procedure, and ſay with the apoſtle; J u 
that through inadvertence you did it. 

There is net a juſt man upon earth, that finneth not, is 
a text quoted by Aſpaſio. Upon which Mr Weſley 45 
ſerves; “ Sglamon might truly ſay ſo, before C HRV 
came.“ According to this inſinuation, what 85% 
mon ſaid in his Proverbs and other books, was ſaid on- 
ly by a ſhort- ſighted mortal: who might adapt his 
inſtructions to the preſent œcooOomy; but was not 
able to plan a ſyſtem of morals for futurity. Where- 
as, I always ſuppoſed, that his writings were dictated 
by that 1nfinitely-wife SPIRIT, before whom all times 
are preſent, and to whom all events are known. Agreea- 
bly to this ſuppoſition, Paul informs us, that whatſcever 
things were written aforettme, whether by Solomon or any 
other prophet, were written for our learning, No; ſug- 
geſts Mr Meſley. Here is ſomething written, which apper- 
tains not to us Chriſtians. We are above it.—Are vou 
ſo? Your reaſon for theſe lofty apprehenſions? Why, 
« St John aflirms, Whoſoever is born of GOD, Jinneth not.“ 

True; he finneth not habitually ; it is not his cu- 
ſtomary practice. Thus the paſlage is explained by 
another apoſtle ; Sin, though it may make inſurrection, 
does not reign in his mortal body. Though it may al 
fault him, yet it has not dominion. over him.— 

Again, he /inneth not, is the ſame way of ſpeaking, 
and to be underitood with the ſame limitation, as that 
text in Fob, H E groeth not account of any of his mat- 
ters. How, Sir, would you interpret theſe words! 
It is undeniably certain, that ſometimes G O0 giveth 
account of his matters. He gave it to Abraham, when 
Sodom, and Gomorrah, and the cities about them, wer: 
to be deſtroyed with brimſtone and fire from heaven. 
You would therefore, I preſume, in ſome ſuch quali. 
fied ſenſe expound the paſſage; He givet /i not account; 
« it is not his uſual way. Not a cuſtomary procedure 
* with the ſupreme Diſpoſer of things. He generally 
« requireth his creatures to tranſact with him upon 
« truſt; to give themſelves up, with an implicit re 
« ſignation to the veracity of his word, and thi 
« good-pleaſure of his will.” — The harmony of ſcrip- 


ture, and the neceſſity of the caſe; call upon you (9 b 


ive the ſame expoſition of the text before us. 


I faid, the neceflity of the caſe. For you will pleal* Wi 
to obſerve, the thing aſirmed, 18 affirmed in f1ich 3 * 
manner, that it muſt be applied to every indivi val 4 
Chriſtian, and at the very inſtant of his commenci"s By 
a true Chriſtian. The apoſtle ſays not, a faint OB 
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ct rank, but whoſoever. He ſays not, After ſuch 
ay + has been, for a conliderable time, born of G OD ; 
but whoſoever is born, is but juſt entered upon the de- 


; firable ſtate, finneth not. The character belongs to the 


akeſt believer. The deſcription 1s ſuited even 

hg Fo in CHRIST. To ſuppoſe, therefore, that 
it implies an entire freedom from fin, infirmity, and 
defect, is to ſuppoſe, that all the children of the re- 
eneration are born in a ſtate of manhood 3 Or ra- 
ther, are more than men, even while they are infants 

day. 1 

1 ſenſe of the paſſage is free from this improprie- 
ty, yet gives no countenance to immorality. .Whoſo- 
ever is barn of GO D ſinneth not. He does not, he can- 
not ſin, like the devil, or one actuated by the diaboli- 
cal nature. This interpretation is rendered probable, 
by the apoſtle's antitheſis ; He that committeth in is of 
the devil. It is rendered neceſſary, by the preceding 
remark, and by the experience of Chriſtians.—The 
text, thus interpreted, 1s applicable to the babe 1n 
CHRIST, as well as to the adult. Though either of 
them may fall, through the violence or ſurpriſe of 
temptation ; yet neither of them can live and die in al- 
lowed iniquity, whether of omiſſion or commiſſion. 
They cannot have a ſettled love to any known lin, nor 
can they commit it with the full conlent of their will. 

Solomon, when he uttered thoſe humbling words *, 
had his eye upon what you ſomewhere call, “the in- 
« conceivable purity and ſpirituality of the ſacred 
precepts; upon that univerſal obedience which 
they require, in every the minuteit inſtance, —That 
we do nothing, great or ſmall, which they forbid 
leave nothing undone, in heart or life, which they 
enjoin.— That we do all this, in the moſt perfect de- 
gree. Not only ſerving the L ORD, but ſerving him 
with all our ſtreugth. Not only loving our neighbour, 
but loving him as our own ſoul. Ever excrciling the 
utmoſt regularity of affection and deſire; ever main- 
taining the utmoſt rectitude of temper and — 
—If you alſo, Sir, had your eye fixed upon the fame 
law, as it delineates and demands this“ inconceivable 
« purity and ſpirituality;“ you would not ſcruple to 
acquieſce in the wiſe man's confeſlion, nor think much 
to adopt it as your own. You would acknowledge it 
calculated, not only for the Moſaic zra, and the me- 
ridian of Judea, but for all times and all places; till 
thoſe new heavens, and that new earth appear, where- 
in dwelleth conſummate righteouſnels. . 

In many things wwe offend all. That St James does 
not ſpeak this of himſelf, or real Chriitians, will 
„ clearly appear to all, who . conſider the 
context. l with, Sir, you had made this appear 
to one; even to him, whom you honour with this ad- 
dreſs. Then 1 ſhould not have been obliged to aſk, 
Of whom ſpsaketh the apoſtle ? He ſays, My brethren. 
Docs not this imply true believers, and real Chriſti- 
ans ! —kle ſays, We teachers 4. Does not this compre- 
hend himſelf, and deſcribe his office He adds, V. 
all. If he himſelf, and real Chriſtians, are not inclu- 
de in this moſt comprehenſive clauſe; I would deſire 
to know, in what terms they could poſſibly be com- 


priſed. 

According to this interpretation, the arguing is juſt, 
and the concluſion forcitle. As 8 Fad — 
My dear brethren, though you are truly convert- 
ed to Chriſtianity, yet do not unadviſedly engage 
in the arduous and awful work of the "ink 
© Remembering, that we miniſters of the goſpel ſhall 
* be ſubject to a ſtricter judgment t than Chriſtians 
22 ordinary lite; and if, upon trial, we are found 
E faithlels, ſhall receive a heavier condemnation f.— 

The danger, let me add, is very conſiderable ; be- 


* Fccl. vii. 20. 

+ The original is, not «pw, maſters, but J. lac teachers. 
wor Judgment, condemnation — the word pe may be taken 
in both theſe ſigniſications. 
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of our mortal ſtate, that 

« the very beſt among us, and thoſe converſant in 

« ſacred things, cannot always walk uprightly ; but, 
E, 


« cauſe ſuch is the frailty 


« in many inſtances, we trip, we ſtumble, we offend.” 

Whereas, if neither the apoſtle himſelf nor real 
Chriſtians be meant, I can ſee no propriety nor 
force in the reaſoning. Nay, I can ſee no reaſoning 
at all, though the illative pros iy evidently re- 
quires it. Nothing but a moſt inſipid and frivolous 
aſſertion; © For, in many things, we that are not 
real Chriſtians offend.” Is this a diſcovery worthy 
of apoſtolical wiſdom ? Is this all that the inſpired 
St James meant to declare? You and could have 
told him and his people a great deal more. Whoſo- 
ever is not a real Chriſtian offends, not in many thin 
only, but in every thing. To ſuch a one nothing 1s 
pure, His mind and conſcience are deſiled: his whole 
life is fin. 

We have examined this objection, as it ſtands in it- 
ſelf. Let us now take a view of it, as it may appea 
in its conſequences. — In many things we offend all. 
«© The apoſtle ſpeaks not of himſelf, nor of real Chri- 
„„ ſtians.” What fine work would our adverſaries 
make with the ſeriptures, if we ſhould allow them 
Mr Weſley's liberty of interpretation: Tell a Pelagian, 
that all mankind is depraved. Prove the univerſal 
depravity, by that abaling text, All we, like fheep, 
have gone aſtray. How eaſily may he reply, All we 
does not mean all mankind ? The prophet ſpeaks not 
of himſelf, nor of virtuous perſons, but 2 of pro- 
tane people, and men of the baſer ſort.— Tell an Arian, 
that our LORD FESUS CHRIST is very 
GOD. Confirm the glorious truth, by that mot 
cogent text; in HIM dwells all the fulneſs of the 
GODHEAD. The heretic has nothing more to do, 
than, in Mr Weſiey's manner, to anſwer, All fulneſs 
does not mean all the divine perfections, but only 
{ome pittance or portion of them. — Dear Sir, wheg- 
ever you are diſpoſed to criticiſe again, let me beſeech 
you to conſider a little the import of language, and 
the conſequences of things. 

Had the words been, In many things we offend, you 
might, by diſregarding the context, have borrowed 
ſome ſlight ſeeming countenance for your criticiſm, 
from verſe the ninth ; where the apoſtle is ſuppoſed 
to perſonate the wicked, Therew:th curſe we man. But 
in the place under conſideration, he enlarges the ſen- 
timent, and ſtrengthens the language; though free 
trom that particular crime, he was not free from this 
general charge. Here therefore he ſpares not himſelf; 
he takes ſhame to himſelf, and teaches the moſt up- 
right of the human race, to plead guilty before their 
Judge. We the ſervants of GOD; we the ambaſſa- 
dors of CHRIST; we all *—not one excepted—in 
many things offend. Where then could they, and O! 
where can you and 7, look for our 771 but 
only in our divincly- gracious SURETY, BRIDE- 
GROOM, HEAD? There let us ſeek it, where 
ſome excellent lines (whoſe author you may probably 


* 


know) have taught us to find it. 


* Now let me climb per fection's height, 
| And into nothing fall ; | 
Be leſs than nothing in thy fight, 

While CHRIST ii all in all. 


In the paragraph which begins, « O children of 
« Adam,” you don't diſtinguiſh what the law is made 
to ſpeak, according to a new ſcheme of divinity ; and 
what it really does ſpeak to true believers, on the prin- 
ciples of the goſpel. Give me leave to rectify your 
miſtakes, and to point gut the manner in which you 
ſhould have expreſſed yourſelf, 


To reftify your miſtake; —You ſuppoſe the law, 
Aſpaſio's plan, ſpeaking to this effect. O children 


« of Adam, you are ao longer obliged to love the 
Ne ſeipfos quidem excipiunt apefioli, BNL -In loc. 
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« LORD your G OD with all your heart.“ Indeed 
you are. The obligation remains, and 1s unalterable. 
But it has been fully ſatisfied, as the condition of life 
and immortality, by the believer's glorious SURETY. 
A Once l infiſted on abſolute purity of heart. Now 
« 1 can diſpenſe with ſome degrees of evil deſire.“ 
No fuch thing. Every degree of evil deſire I con- 
demn with inexorable rigour. But every ſuch offence 
has been thus condemned, and thus punithed, in the 
fleſh of your crucified L OR D.—* Since CHRIST 
ce has fulfilled the law for you, you need not fulfil it.“ 
Rather, you need not fulfil it, in order to the juſtifi- 
cation of your perſons, or to obtain eternal life and 
glory. This, to you the greateſt of impoſſiblities, 
has been performed in your behalf, by a ME DI A- 
TOR and a REDEEMER, to whom nothing is 
impoſſible. — © I will connive at, yea accommodate 
«© my demands to your weakneſs.” Not this, but 
what is much better, I ſee no ſinful weakneſſes in you, 
becauſe they are all covered * with the reſplendent robe 
of your SAVIOUR's righteouſneſs; therefore I no long- 
cr curſe, but bleſs you, and ſign your title to everlaſt- 
ing happineſs.— Thus the enmity of our nature is ſlain: 
thus the precepts, even the ſtricteſt precepts, become 
armable and deſirable. We love the law, which, 
through our dear REDEEMER, is no longer a- 
ainſt us, but on our fide; is a meſſenger of peace, 
and bears witneſs to our completeneſs in CHRIST. 

The manner in which you fhould have expreſſed yourſelf 
— This is what the law ſpeaks, according to Aſpa/is's 
doctrine. O believers in CHRIST, I am, like my 
% divine Author, conſummate and unchangeable. I 
« did require, I do require, and ever ſhall require, 
e perfect love to GOD; perfect charity to your 
e neighbour; and perfect hohneſs, both in heart and 
life. Never abating one tittle of theſe my require- 
« ments, I ſhall denounce the curſe upon every diſo- 
e bedience; upon the leaft departure from abſolute 
&« perfection. — But this is your comfort, believers, 
<& that the curſe is executed upon your moſt holy 
« SURETY. This is your comfort, believers, that 
% my precepts have been fully obeyed by FESUS 
« your SAVIOUR. As this was done, in your 
% nature, and in your ſtead, ] am ſatisfied, and you 
<« are juſtified. Now, though I can never diſpenſe 
« with any fault, nor connive at any infirmity ; yet I 
« behold all your faults laid upon IMMANUEL: 
<« T behold all his righteouſneſs put upon you; and 
* on his account I acquit you, I accept you, and pro- 
« nounce you righteous +.” 

'This is the language of the law to the faithful, as 
they are in CHRIST FESUS. This is the fpirit 
of Aſpafiv's converſation with his friend Theron, The 
native tendency of this doctrine, and its powerful a- 
gency in producing true holineſs, are profeſſedly diſ- 
played in the tenth letter; and not obſcurely hinted 
in various other places. If you can prove, that it has 
a contrary tendency, you will prove, that the grace of 
GOD does no longer teach us to deny, but prompt us 
to commit ungodlineſs. An attempt, in which, with 


HP al. xxxii. 1. Bleſſed is he, whoſe iniquities are covered. 
Upon this text St Ferom very ingeniouſly, and very comfort- 
ably deſcants ; Quod tegitur, non videtur ; quod non videtur, 
non imputatur ; quod non imputatur, non punietur. That 
which is covered, is not ſeen; that which is not ſeen, is not 
imputed ; that which is not imputed, ſhall not be puniſhed. , 

+ J think, it is no miſrepreſentation, to ſuppoſe the law 
ſpeaking, in this manner, to the believers. —Becauſe to them 
all things are become neu. Conſequently, the voice of the 
law is new, —Becauſe all things are theirs. If ſo, the ſentence 
of the law is theirs, Not to overwhelm them with confuſion; 
but to make them joyful through hope.—Becauſe this is the 
language of the almighty L AW GLVER, to the redeemed 
of the LORD 7 ESUS ; and ſurely the law will not jar, but 
harmonize with its author, ſaying, How ſball 1 curſe whom 
GOD hath not curſed ? or how ſhall I defy, whom the LORD 
hath nat defied? 43 | 
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all my eſteem for your perſon, and defer 
abilities, I cannot with you G O D ſpeed. 

« Does the righteouſneſs of G0 D ever mean ( 
« you aftirm) the merits of CHRIST »A here 40 
F affirm this, Sir? Be pleaſed to produce the Paſſage 
At leaſt refer us to the page.—A4/paſeo, in the ” 
which offends you, ſpeaks of what CHRIST has 
done and ſuffered ; of his active and paſlive obedience 
Theſe expreſſions you change into “ the merits of 
« HST, which being an ambiguous phraſe 
may ſerve to perplex the cauſe, rather than clear us 
the difficulty. Give me leave, therefore, to reſtore 
A/paſio's words, and to ſtate the queſtion fairly. 

Does the righteouſneſs of G OD ever ſi uify the 
e active and paſſive obedience of CHRIS 7 To 
this Mr Weſley replies, “ I believe not once in all the 
« ſcripture.” — Why then, Sir, do you not diſprove 
what Aſpaſio has advanced in ſupport of this inter. 
pretation? Ton believe one thing; he believes another. 
And there 1s this Jie difference in the ground you 
reſpectively go upon. He appeals to argument and 
{cripture. You reſt the whole matter upon this ſingle 
bottom, “I believe ſo.” 

You proceed—< It“ (that is, the righteouſneſs of 
G OD) „often means, and particularly in the epiſtle 
* to the Romans, GOD's method of juſtifying ſinners.“ 
—Suppoſc I ſhould ſay, in my turn, This phraſe never 
means, no, not in the epiſtle to the Romans, G O D's 
method of juſtifying ſinners; I ſhould then argue in 
your own way ; bring a ſhield ſuited to your ſword ; 


juſt as good an argument to defend, as you have 


brought co deſtroy my opinion. What would the ju- 
dicious reader ſay, on ſuch an occaſion? Would he 
not ſmile, and cry, „A goodly pair of diſputants 
_ | 

But let me aſk, Does the holinefs of G OD ſignify 
his method of ſanctifying ſinners? Does the wiſdom 
of GOD ſignify his method of making ſinners wiſe? 
This no mortal has ſuſpected; this you yourſelf will 
hardly venture to aſſert. Why then ſhould we take 
your word, when, without afligning the leaſt reaſon, 
you dictate and declare, The righteouſneſs of GOD 
«© means his method of juſtifying ſinners?” —You muſt 
pardon us, Sir, if we prefer St Peter's judgment ; his 
judgment in that memorable paſſage, Who have obtain- 
ed like precious faith in the righteouſneſs of our G OD, 
even of our SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST. This 
ſentence is a key to all thoſe texts in the New Teſta- 
ment, .and many of thoſe in the Old, which mention 
the righteouſneſs of G OD. Here it-neceflanily ſig- 
niftes the righteouſneſs of CHRIST; becauſe none 
elſe is our GOD and SAVIO UR. Here it con- 
feſſedly ſignifies the object of juſtifying faith. Which 
cannot be the eſſential righteouſneſs of an abſolute 
60 D, but muſt be the vicarious #*ighteouſneſs of an 
incarnate G OD. And why ſhould you ſcruple to 
call the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, the righteouſnes 
of GOD? fince his blood is called the blood of 
GOD. His life, which he laid down for us, is called 
the life of GOD. And he himſelf, as the author of 
our falvation, is called FEHOV AH(or G OD felt- 
exiſtent and everlaſting) our righteouſneſs. 
It is poſſible, you may produce ſome commentators 
of eminence, who coincide or have led the way, in 
this your interpretation. But may we not aſk them, 
as well as yourſelf, on what authority they proceed? 
Ils this the plain and natural ſignification of the 
words? No; but an apparent force upon their natu- 
ral import. — Does this tend to fix and aſcertain the 
ſenſe of the paſſage? No; but it gives the paſſage 
ſuch a rambling turn, as will accommodate itſelf to 
the ſentiments of Arians or Socinians, Arminians or 
Papiſts.—ls this reconcileable with the tenor of ſcrip- 
ture? He hath made HIM to be fin for us, who knew 
no fin, that we might be made the righteo';ſneſs of 60 


in him. Make a trial of your interpretation upon thus 
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iſtingui text; ſee how it will accord with com- 
— 4 . che analogy of faith. That we might 
be made the righteouſnels of GD 3 that is, © that we 
might be made GOY's method of juſtifying ſinners. 
« Can you yourſelf, Sir, upon an impartial review, be 
leaſed with ſuch interpretations of facred writ? 
F How much more noble, and how much more com- 
fortable is the eaſy and obvious ſenſe, which the 
words, in a moſt beautiful climax, afford! He made 
CHRIST, who was perfectly free from ſin, both in 
heart and life; G O D made him to be ſin, juſtly 
chargeable with it, and juſtly puniſhable for it. That 
we, who are full of fin, both original and actual, 
might be made righteous —and not arely righteous, 
but (which is a much ſtronger expreſſion) righteouſneſs 
itſelf ;—yea, that we might be made, what exceeds all 
parallel, and paſſes all underſtanding, the righteouſne/5 
of GOD *; might have that very rightcouineſs for 
our juſtification, which the G OD of all perfection, 
uniting himſelf to our nature, wrought, finiſhed, and 
infinitely ennobled. —_ ; 

Mr Samuel Clarke, in his annotations on this verſe, 
on Rom. i. 17. on Rom. x. 3. writes in the ſame vague 
and unſatisfactory manner as yourſelf. I could men- 
tion another celebrated commentator, who leans to 
this timid and trimming ſcheme.—I ſpeak thus freely, 
becauſe I look upon the article of juſtification through 
the righteouſneſs of our GOD and SAVIOUR, to 
be the ſupreme diſtinguiſhing glory of Chriſtianity. 
Becauſe I conſider it as the richelt, incomparably the 
richeſt privilege of the Chriſtian. To have a righ- 
teouſnels, — a conſummate righteouſneſs, — the very 
righteouſneſs of the incarnate G O D, — dignified 
with all the perfections of the divine nature, — to 
have this righteouſneſs imputed for our juſtification ! 
matchleſs inconceivable bleſſing ! This fills the be- 
liever's heart with inexpreſſible comfort and joy. This 
diſplays the grace of GOD, in the moſt charming and 
tranſporting light. This conſtitutes the moſt engaging 
motive to love, to holineſs, and to all willing obedience. 

Let us not then treat of it, in ſuch diluting terms, 
or in ſuch a compromiſing ſtrain, as {ſhall defeat the ef- 
ficacy of the heavenly cordial, or deliver up the pre- 
cious depoſitum to the enemies of the goſpel. Let us 
rather, by a clear and full manifeſtation of the truth, of 
this capital and leading truth eſpecially, commend our- 
felves to every man's conſcience. Their humour may diſ- 
like it, their prejudice may reject it; but their con- 
ſcience, whenever it awakes, and gains the aſcendant, 
will embrace it; will cleave to it; and rejoice in it. 

But ſtay. Let me proceed cautiouſly ; not tri- 
umph immaturely. You rally your forces, and pre- 
pare for a freſh attack. Aſpaſio tells his friend, that 
the righteouſneſs of GOD, ſignifies a righteouſneſs of 
the moſt ſupereminent dignity ; ſuch as is worthy 
to be called by his name, and may juſtly challenge his 
acceptance. To this you reply, „I cannot allow it 
* at all,” —A4ſpaſio ſupports his opinion by ſcripture, 
by reaſon, and by a very reſpectable authority. All 
which Mr Weſley would confront and overthrow, by 
that one irrefragable proof, 1 cannot allow it at all.” 
— Surely, ſaid I, upon reading ſuch controverſial 
triflings, delivered with the air of oracular reſponſes ; 
lurely this letter muſt have ſtolen its way into the 
world. It was deſigned as a perſervative for Mr We- 


* St Chryſaſtom expounds the important paſſage, in much the 
me manner. His words are worthy, not only to be copied 
in a note, but to be written on our hearts. Tlowg rata ny g. vow 
Tavia Taparnoa: Jumoda: g, Tov yap Fixxov, gnoiv, Emory ajkaploncy, wa uc 
"Kzplohus Temry IMR. Maker It v vlg erty, ana? o TN Ab w. Ov yap he 
beat, AAN Ge TW Too)nla. Ou yap ure, ür ve wv apaplony, A ajeatphay Iva 
S "jag Yivouela, vs rt, Jai, ara Iixeooun, na: Drs A A hat 
words can expreſs, or what thoughts can conceive, the greatneſs of 
theſe thing. le made the RIGHTEQUS ONE a ſinner, that 

mig ht make wretched finners righteous. This, tbough marve!- 

y great, is not all, The word is not in the concrete, but in the 
abſtract. He made the 7 U ST ONE, not a ſinner, but fin ; that 
we might be made, nct righteous on y, but righteouſneſs itſelf ,— 
yea, the righteouſneſs of GOD. \ Id « 3 
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Aey's private ſocieties only. It could never be intend- 
ed for public view, and general examination. Since 
every reader is treated, not as his judge, no, nor as 
his equal, but as his pupil; not as one, that is to be 
addretied with argument, and convinced by reaſon- 
ing, but as a tame diſciple, that is to acquieſce in the 
great preceptor's ſolemn © say $0,” | 

To your next paragraph I have no material objec- 
tion, I might indeed complain of an unfair quota- 
tion ; but I thall only obſerve, that you would diſcard 
the expreſſion, imputation of righteouſneſs, and inſert 
in its ſtead, intereſt in CHRIST. You had not al- 
Ways, Sir, ſuch an averſion to the phraſe imputed : 
witneſs that ſtanza in one of your hymns ; 


Let faith and love combine 
To guard your valiant breaſt ; 
The plate be righteouſneſs divine, 
Imputed and impreſt. 


However, in this place I am willing to gratify you : 
becauſe it will be difficult to ſhew, how a ſinner can 
have a real intereſt in CHRIST, in what he has 
done and what he has ſuffered, any other way than 
by imputation. I am willing to gratify you, provi- 
ded you do not entertain that ſtrange conceit, of an 
incomplete 1ntereſt, or an intereſt in half the R E- 
DE EME R; but look upon the holineſs of his na- 
ture, the obedience of his life, and the atonement of 
his death, as the one undivided ineffable treaſure, in 
which every believing ſinner is intereſted; as that 
which 1s the all- ſufficient cauſe of his juſtification; ren- 
dering acceptable, firſt his perſon, then his perform- 
ances ; and, at the laſt, introducing him, with dignity 
and triumph, into everlaſting habitations. | 

Here I lay down my pen; unleſs you will permit 
me to relate a little piece of hiſtory, not foreign to 
your laſt ſentiment.—A certain general happened to 
obſerve a common ſoldier diſtinguiſhing himſelf, on the 
day of battle, with uncommon activity and courage; 
determined to reward merit where-ever it was found, 
he advanced the brave plebeian to a captain's poſt ; 
why had not long enjoyed the honour, before he 
came to his benefactor, and, with a dejected counte- 
nance, begged leave to reſign his commiſſion. The 
general, ſurpriſechat ſuch an unexpected requeſt, aſk- 
ed him the reaſon. Your officers, ſaid the petitioner, 
being gentlemen of family and education, think it be- 
neath them to aſſociate or converſe with a ruſtic. So 
that, now, I am abandoned on every ſide; and am 
leſs happy, ſince my preferment, than I was before 
this inſtance of your Highneſs's favour.—Is this the 
cauſe of your uneaſineſs f replied the general; then 
it ſhall be redreſſed, and very ſpeedily : to-morrow l 
review the army, and to-morrow your buſineſs ſhall 
be done.—Accordingly, when the troops were drawn 
up, and expected every moment to begin their exer- 
ciſe; the general calls the young hero from the ranks ; 
leans his hand upon his ſhoulder; and, in this fami- 
liar endearing poſture, walks with him through all 
the lines. The ſtratagem had its deſired effect. After 
ſuch a ſignal and public token of his prince's regard, 
the oſſicers were deſirous of his acquaintance; and 
courted, rather than ſhunned, his company. 

And will not the favour of the bleſſed FESUS; 


give us as great a diſtinction, and as high a recommen- 


dation, in the heavenly world ? Will not the angelic 


hoſts reſpect and honour thoſe perſons, who appear 


waſhed in his blood; clothed with his righteouſneſs; 
and wearing the moſt illuſtrious tokens of his love, 
that he himſelf could poſſibly give? In theſe tokens 
of his love may we and our readers be found ! Thea 
ſhall we meet one another with courage and comfort, 
at the great tribunal ; with konour and joy, amidit 


the angels of light; with everlaſting exultation and 


rapture, around the throne of the LAMB. +, 
Under ſuch pleaſing hopes I take my leave at pre- 
ſent, and remain your, c. 2 
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O U introduce the paragraph that comes next 

under our conſideration, by a very juſt diſtinc- 
tion. Aſpaſio had obſerved, that a rebel may be for- 
given, without being reſtored to the dignity of a ſon. 
To which you reply; © A rebel againſt an earthly 
« king may; but not a rebel againſt GOD: in the 
« very ſame moment that G OD forgives, we are 
« the ſons of GO D. - This is perfectly right. But 
hence to infer, that the converſation of our two 
friends is no better than “ an idle diſpute,” is not 
very polite, and not at all concluſive. Becauſe re- 
miſſion of the offence, and reſtoration to favour, ma 
come in the ſame moment, and yet be different bleſ- 
ſings. That afflicted patient, mentioned in the goſpel, 
had at the ſame inſtant his ears opened, and the ſtring 
of his tongue looſed. Were theſe effects, therefore, 
one and the ſame kind of healing ?—Beſides, why are 
forgiveneſs and ſonſhip united in the divine donation ? 
Becauſe the ſufferings of a ſinner, and the obedience 
of a ſon, were united in the divine REDEEMER. 
So that we muſt {till have our eye, our believing and 
adoring eye, upon the meritorious righteouſneſs of 
our LORD. 

« Pardon and acceptahce, though,” c. Here 1 

de nothing but the crambe repetita.— The words of 
Job,“ &c. Here fee nothing but the uſual argu- 
ment, our maſter's zpſe dixit. Therefore we will paſs 
on to the next period. 

Two texts of ſcripture are produced. You ſet aſide 
Aſpaſis's interpretation, to make way for one of your 
own. Which might have paſſed without ſuſpicion, 
jf it had appeared in your ſermons, or been delivered 
from your pulpit ; where a perſon may be content 
with the general ſenſe, without entering upon a criti- 
cal nicety. But, by rejecting Aſpaſio's expoſition, you 
ſeem to intend a peculiar degree of accuracy. Let us 
then examine the paſſages with ſuch a view.—Grace 
reigneth through righteouſneſs unt eternal life ; * that 
« is, the free love of G O D brings us, through juſti- 
ce fication and ſanctification, to glory.“ 

In this, I queſtion, Sir, whether you are exactly or- 
thodox. You lead the reader to ſuppoſe, that ſancti- 
fication is as much the cauſe of glory as juſtification ; 
that CHRIST's work, and our graces, have juſt 
the ſame weight; act in the very ſame capacity; have, 
at leaſt, a joint influence, in procuring eternal life.— 
You ſhould rather have exprefſed yourſelf in ſome 
ſuch manner; © The free grace of GOD brings us, 
e through the joyful privilege of juſtification, tirſt to 
« ſanctification, or the love of his bleſſed ſelf; then to 
e glory, or the enjoyment of his bleſſed ſelf.” 

Beitdes, you neglect the ſignificancy of that beau- 
tiful and emphatical word, reigneth'. On this much 
ſtreſs ought to be laid in readin 


g the ſentence; there- 
fore it ought not to be totally overlooked in explain- 


ing the ſentence. Grace is diſcavered in other inſtan- 


ces; grace is exerciſed in other bleſſings: but by gi- 
ving us eternal life ; by giving it freely, even when 
we are undeſerving guilty creatures; this  ever-ami- 
able attribute reigneth. It is manifeſted with every 
grand and charming recommendation. It appears, 
like the illuſtrious Solomon, when ſeated on his inimi- 
ably der throne of ivory and gold ; or like the 
magnificent Ahaſuerus, when he /hewed the riches of his 
glorious kingdom, and the honour of his excellent majeſty. 

Another particular I cannot perſuade myſelf to ad- 
mire. You change the word righteouſneſs into juſtifi- 
cation; inſtead of ſaying, „ Brings us through righ- 
« teouſneſs; you ſay, Brings us through juſtifica- 
« tion.” By this language, you ſcarce diſtinguiſh 
yourſelf from any heretic. You may rank with the 
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Arian, or with the Sectariſt of any denomination 

They will, every one, allow the neceſſity of juſtifica. 
tion, in order to final felicity ; but not the Hugo 
of a righteouſneſs adequate to the demands of the 
law, as a foundation for this bleſſed hope.—You do 
juſt the ſame injury to CHRIST and his righteoul. 
neſs, which obtain this inconceivable recompenſe of 
reward; as you would receive from a meſſen er, who 
carrics a nch preſent to your friend, but will not ac. 
knowledge from whom it comes. It comes, he con. 
fefles, from ſome man; but obſtinately refuſes to fl 

from Mr John Weſley. Whereas, Aſpaſio ſcruples not x 
own, nay, rejoices to declare, from whence the inya. 
luable benefit of juſtification proceeds : Not fron, 
works of the law; no, nor from works of the $ PI. 
RIT; from nothing done by us, from nothing 
wrought in us ; but wholly from the blood and obe. 
dience of JESUS CHRIST. 

The next paſſage, on which you deſcant, is, Th, 
they may receive forgiveneſs, and a lot among the ſanctißed. 
Thus you tranſlate the original. Aſpaſio, not afled. 
ing needleſs novelty, 1s content with the common ver. 
ſion. That they may receive forgiveneſs of ſins, and in. 
heritance among all them that are ſanctified, by faith that 
is in M E,—Why do you omit the word ins? Forgive. 
neſs, I own, implies it. But the apoſtle chuſes to ex- 
preſs it. By which means, the ſentence becomes 
more full and emphatical. Grace is more highly ho- 
noured, and man more deeply abaſed. —1 wonder al. 
ſo, why you ſhould prefer iet to inheritance, which is 
the uſual tranſlation. The latter word conveys a much 
more noble and pleaſing idea to the Engliſb reader, 
than the former.—Recerve forgroeneſs of fins ; not earn 
it (let us mark this) by performing conditions, but re- 
ceive it, as an abſolute gift. Juſt as Fo/ep}'s brethren 
received the portions ſent them from the viceroy of 
Egypt's table. Receive an inheritance ; conſiſting of all 
ſpiritual bleſſings here, and a title to everlaſting bleſ- 
ſedneſs hereafter. All which are beſtowed as L,, 
as the ſeveral portions of land in Canaan were, b 
Mgſes and Jaſbua, conſigned over to the tribes of !/ael 
for a poſlettion. — Among theſe that are ſanflified. It 
you ſhould inquire, how finners are ſanctified? The 
anſwer is added; by faith which is in ME. Not for 
faith, as your conditional ſcheme ſuppoſes ; but by 
faith: by accepting the bleſſings mentioned; by look- 
ing upon them as our own ; through the divine gift; 
and by living in the delightful enjoyment of them. 
Thus our hearts are won to G ON, and filled with 
his love. Thus they are weaned from vanity, and re- 
newed in true holineſs. 

Is the ſatisfaction made by C H R I $T's death, fuf- 
ficient to obtain both our full pardon, and our final 
happineſs? Aſpaſio has anſwered this queſtion in the 
negative. He has confirmed his opinion, by the au- 
thority of ſcripture, and the teſtimony of reaſon. Mr 
Weſley thinks it enough to reply; * Unqueſtionavy it 
is ſufficient, and neither of the texts you cite prove 
the contrary.” —How eaſy, by this way of arguing, 
to overthrow any ſyſtem, and ſilence demonſtration 


itſelf But pray, Sir, be pleaſed to recollect yourſelt. 


Did you not, a little while ago, extol A/paſio as un. 
«© queſtronably right,“ becauſe he made the univerſal 
obedience of CH R1ST, from his birth to his death, 
the one foundation of his hope? Yet here you condemn 
him, as © unqueſtionably wrong,” becauſe he does 
not attribute all to CHRIS T's death excluſively. 
Will Mr es never have done with ſelf-contradic- 
tion? why will he give me ſuch repeated cauſe to com 
plain, Quo feneam vultus, &'c.? 

If it was requiſite for Chriſt to he baptized, argues 


Aſpaſio, much more to fulil the moral law.—* I cat 
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« not prove,” replies Mr Meſtey, that either the one or 
« the other was requilite, in order to his purchaſing 
« redemption for us.” Why then do you admit his 
obedience to the moral law, as an eſſential part of the 
foundation of your hope? A tottering foundation 
methinks, which is laid in a doctrine you cannot prove. 
But if you cannot prove it, 'may not others prove 
it for you? You are not called to prove this point, dir, 
but only to diſprove what Aſpaſio has advanced in 
confirmation of it. — That it was requiſite for our 
LORD to be baptized, he himſelf acknowledges. 
Speaking of that ſacred rite, he ſays, Thus it becometh 
ws to fulfil all righteouſneſs. It becometh ; was it not re- 
quiſite for CHRIST, always to act the becoming 
art? in every circumſtance to demean himſelf, ac- 
cording to the utmoſt decorum and higheſt dignity of 
character?“ This was not requiſite to purchaſe re. 
« demption for us.” For what then was it requiſite 4 
Not to waſh away any ſtain from the holy F£S Us. 
Not to obtain any bleſſedneſs for the S ON of the 
UIGHEST. Since, as the SON of the eternal GOU, 
he had an undoubted right to all the bleſſings of hea- 
n and earth, of time and eternity. 
oy But it was not requilite, that he ſhould fulfil the 
« moral law.”—No ! Do you then eftabliſh the law! 
Are not you the Antinomian, who would have ſinful 
man ſaved, yet the divine law not fulfilled, either by 
them or their SURETY? This is a ſtrange way of 
magnifying the great ſtandard of all righteouinels, 
Rather, it is the ſure way of diſhonouriag and de- 
baſing it. What ſays our LORD? I came, not to de- 


fray the law, but to fulfil x. Did this ſignify, as fome 


expolitory reſiners ſuggeſt, ouly to vindicate and il. 
luſtrate the law; to explain its higheſt meaning, and 
reſcue it from the falſe gloſſes of the ſcribes ; the bu- 
ſineſs might have been done by the prophets and a- 
poſtles. No occaſion for the KING of heaven to ap- 
pear in perſon. His ambaſſadors might have tranſact- 
ed the whole affair of vindication and explanation. 
But to fulfil every jot and tittle preſcribed in its com- 
mands ; to ſuffer all the vengeance and the whole 
curſe denounced in its penalty; this was a work 
worthy of the S ON of G O D,—practicable by none, 
but the SON of G OD ;—and, being executed by 
HIM, is truly meritorious of pardon and lite tor poor 
ſinners; of their reſtoration to the divine favour, and 
of their admiſſion into the heavenly kingdom. 

The moral law is inviolable in its nature, and of 
eternal obligation. This 1s a truth of great 1mport- 
ance: with this is connected, and on this depends, 
the abſolute neceſſity of a vicarious righteouſnets. | 
am no longer ſurpriſed, that you diſpute againſt the 
latter, ſince you queſtion or deny the former. — 


But confider, what our LORD fays farther upon 


this ſubject, in the fifth of St Matthew, and the 
eighteenth verſe. Perhaps, you will reply, © I have 
both conſidered it, and expounded it, in my ſer- 
* mons.” You have; but in ſuch a manner, as, I 
hope, you will live to retract. Thus you expound 
the awful text, and turn it into à piece of unmeaning 


* Matth. v. 17. Some expoſitors would perſuade us, that 
the word rarpura: ſignifies fully to explain. This ſenſe I am tar 
from diſcarding ; but in this ſenſe I can by no means acquieſce, 
It neither gives us the whole, nor the principal part or our 
LO D's meaning. Let us place the matter in a different 
light; then I believe the ſcantineſs of the interpretation, and 


the impropriery of the notion, will appear unto all men.—We 


will ſuppoſe an ungodly perſon who has learned from books, 
the ſpiritual and extenſive import of- the divine law. Having 
a ready utterance, he explains it clearly, properly, fully. Docs 
any mortal ſay of this lip-practitioner, that he fulfils the lau? 

o ſuch thing. A ſyſtem of precepts can never be fulfilled, 
without a due and punctual obedience. To open, to adult, 
to enforce a ſet of injunctions, is as far from fulfilling them; 
sto give a deſcription of a battle and a conqueſt, are different 
Ne xy the enemy, and gaining the victory, 


meaning. 
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tautology. © One jot or one tittle ſhall in no —— Tl. 
fill heaven and earth paſs ; or, as it is expreſſed im- 
% mediately after, all (or rather all things) be ful- 
&« filled, till the conſummation of all things &.“ You 
would make e av apt n o wpavor & » yn, and wor av ravid vent, 
ſynonymous phraſes, expreſſive of the fame thing. 
Thus ſtands the paſſage, interpreted according to your 
criticiſm. * Till the conſummation of all things, one 
« jot or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the law, till 
« the conſummation of all things.” See! to what 
miſerable ſubterfuges a man of learning is driven, in 
order to evade the force of a text, which militates 
ſtrongly for the meritorious obedience of CHRIST. 

How much more juſt, more noble, more uſeful, is 
the common expoſition, and the obvions meaning ? 
Which we may thus introduce—Theſe are the terms of 
life and happineſs to man. Whoſoever falls ſhort, 
G OD himſelf pronounces accurſed. And will the 
UNCHANGEABLE go back from his purpoſe ; 
make abatement in his demands; or come to a compo- 
ſition with his creatures? No verily. He is of one 
mind, and who can turn him f? It were eaſier for heaven 
and earth to paſs |, for all nature to be unhinged, and 
the univerſe to drop into diſſolution, than for one jot 
or tittle of this unalterable law to paſs without a perfect 
accompliſhment || in every the minuteſt inſtance, 

By CHRIS T's ſufferings atone the law was not 
ſatisfied, ſays Aſpaſo. „ Yes, it was,” replies Mr 
Wejley.—Then all the indefatigable and important la- 
bours of his life, all his exemplary and ſhining graces, 
muſt be mere ſuperfluities. At leaſt, they could have 
no merit, but were neceſſary only by way of ſetting 
us an example. 

The prophet was of another mind; The LO RD is 
well pleaſed for his righteouſneſs ſake. By this righteouſ- 
neſs, not barely by his ſufferings, he wrll magnify the 
law and make it honourable 4. — The apoſtle was of an- 
other mind. GOD ſent forth his SON, made of a 
woman, made under the law. What? only to hear its 
curſe? only to undergo its penalty? not to fulfil its 
preceptive part? which is confeſſedly the principal 
part in every law; and to enforce which, all penalties 
are added. Lou yourſelf ought to be of another mind. 
For you have already and truly obſerved, that pardon 
and acceptance always go together. © In the ſame 
*© moment that GOD forgives, we are the ſons of 
«© GOD.” And wherefore? The reaſon is, becauſe 


* Sermons by Joun WESLEy, vol. II. p. 173. 
+ Job xxlii. 13. 
+ Ewe av rapeaby e wa- & » yu, a proverbial expreſſſon, to denote 
the utmoſt impoſſibility. See it explained Luke xvi. 17. In 
this conncction, it ſigniſies the abſolute certainty of our 
LORD's declaration, both as to its truth and as to its accom- 
plithment.—If I may borrow the language and the imagery of 
Horace, they will not uufitly expreſs, what is affirmed concern- 
ing the law. 
Si frattus illabatur orbit, 
Immobilem ferient ruing. 


j| Foc av wave vun. © Phe word at,” ſays Mr Veſey, © does 
« not mean all the law, but all things in the univerſe.” How 
forced a conſtruction! How contrary to grammar] Since the 
law, and the things which it comprchends, are the immediate 
antecedent, How much more properly and conſiſtently has 
Dr Daddridge explained the paſſage! “ Till all things, which 
„ the law requires, or foretells, ſhall be effected. The tranſ- 
c lation here given, is moſt literal, and moſt comprehenſive. 
© The law has its effect, when its ſanctions are executed, as 
« well as when its precepts are obeyed.” Let me add; in caſe of 
a violated law, then only it is fulfilled, or has its effect, when 
both the former and the latter reſpectively obtain their end. 

þ V. #lii. 21. I am ſenſible, there are expoſitors, who 


give a different turn to theſe noble words. But I had rather 
take the voice from heaven for my guide, than all the expoſi- 
tors in the world; even that voice, which declared concern- 
ing CHRIST, and his work, CHRIS T and his righteouſ- 
neſs, In theſe I am well pleaſed. Which is one of the moſt 
capital ſayings in the Bible, and a clue to lead us into its whole 
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the ſufferings of a ſinner, and the obedience of a Son, 
went together in the REDEEMER. And without 
this union, the redemption of man had not been coin- 
lete. 
* The law required only the alternative, Obey or 
dic.“ Some of your errors are leis conſiderable; 
this ] take to be a firſt-rate miſtake. According to 
this ſuppoſition, Cain and Judas, and all the damned, 
are riglitcous. Becauſe they die; they bear the curſe; 
they ſuffer everlaſtingly; and thereby contorin to one of 
the law's alternatives. One of the /aw's alternatives? 
No, hereIam wrong. It is one of your alternatives. The 
divine law knows no ſuch thing: no law on earth 
knows any ſuch thing. Sanctions and penalties an- 
nexed to a law, are never looked upon as equivalent to 
obedience, but only as preſervatives from diſobedience. 
In all the coinpaſs of your reading, have you ever 
met with a law, that makes ſuch propoſals to its ſub- 
jects! Conform to the regulations eſtabliſhed, and 
you ſhall enjoy my privileges, you ſhall ſhare my 
« honours. Or, if you chuſe to violate all my whole- 
« {ome inſtitutions, only ſubmit to the penalty, and 
« you ſhall have an equal right to the immunities and 
+ preferments.” | 
Ihe law required no man to obey and die too.” 
But did it not require a tranſgreſſor to obey and 
die? If not, then tranſgreſſion robs the law of its 
right, and vacates all obligation to obedience. — Did 
it not require the SURETY for ſinful man, to obey 
and die? If the SURETY dies only, he only deli- 
vers from puniſhment ; but this affords no claim to 
life, no title to a reward, unleſs you can produce ſome 
ſuch edict from the court of heaven, Suffer this, and 
thou ſhalt live. I find it written, In keeping thy com- 
mandments there is great reward. No where do i read, 
In undergoing thy curſe, there is the ſame reward.— 


Whereas, when we join the active and paſſive obedi- 


_ ence of our LORD, the peace-ſpeaking blood, with 
the life-giving righteouſneſs, both made infinitely me- 
ritorious, and infinitely eflicacious, by the divine glory 
of his perſon ; how full does our jultification appear! 
How firm does it ſtand ! It has all that the law can 
demand, both for our exemption trom the curſe, and 
tor our title to bliſs. 

Before I take my leave of this topic, let me make 
one ſuppolition, for which your way of thinking af- 
fords the juſter ground. Suppoſe our LORD J E- 
SUS CHRIST had yielded a perfect conformity to 
the precept, without ever ſubmitting to the penalty; 
would this have been ſufficient for the juſtification of a 
ſinner? Here is one of your alternatives performed. 
Upon the foot of your principles, therefore it would, 
it muſt have been ſufficient. — But this is ſo wild 
an opinion, ſo contrary to the whole current of ſcrip- 
ture, that to produce it, is to refute it. 

Where ſcripture aſcribes the whole of our ſalvation 
to the death of CHRIST, a part of his humiliation 
is put for the whole. To this Mr Weſley objects; 
c ] cannot allow it without proof.” I with you would 
remember the golden rule, (of doing as you would 
be done by), and, ſince you inſiſt upon proof from 
others, not be ſo ſparing of it in your own cauſe: Iwith 
likewiſe you would impartially conſider what A/pa/io 
has advanced, upon the ſubject. —Has he not given 
you the proof you demand ?—* No; he was obe- 


« dient unto death, is no proof at all.” —But is that 


the only thing urged ? If one argument 1s inadequate, 
muſt all be inconchuſive ? Becauſe you have routed 
one detachment, have you therefore conquered the 
whole army ? However let us ſee, whether this de- 
tachment, weak as you ſuppoſe it, may not be able to 
ſuſtain your attack. 

Does not the {cripture aſcribe the whole of your 
ſalvation to the death of CHRIST? To this queſtion 
Apaſio replies, This part of our LORD's meritorious 
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humiliation is by a very uſual figure put for th 
— The death ot CHRIS Elba ns e 


ferings, but his obedience.— The ſhedding of h; 
was 4 once the grand inſtance of his fuſfering? T0 
the finiſhing act of his obedience ; in this view 4 K 
conſidered, and thus it is repreſented by his own - ay 
baſſador, who, ſpeaking of his divine Maſter * 
« He was obedient unto death, even the death of hy 
« croſs.” —< This,“ you reply, “ is no proof at all, a ir 
« does not neceftarily imply any more, than that * 
died in obedience to the FATHER.” F 

How do ſome people love to cramp the enlarged 
and debale the magnificent ſenſe of ſcripture ! Surely 
this text implies; and not implies only, but forcibly 
expreilcs both the active and paſſive obedience 0 
CHRIST. It is not «nt, he died; but your ume. 
he became obedient.— Can you fee nothing of his active 
righteouſneſs in theſe words? For my part, I can ſce 
very little beſides. —This is what the following clauſe 
confirms Let common ſenſe be judge - Obedient, not 
barely in death, but unte death, like that expreſſion 
of FEHOVAH, by the prophet, Unto hoary hairs 
I will carry you, — Does not this give us a retroſpet 
view of youth and manhood, as well as lead our at- 
tention forward to old age! In like manner, bedient 
znto death; does not this refer us to all the previous 
duties and virtues of a righteous walk ; while it leads 
us to the cloling ſcene of all, a reſigned exit ? Does 
it not moſt naturally mean, obedient through the 
whole courſe of life, even to the laſt all-completing 
inſtance, a voluntary ſubmiſſion to death? How eaſy 
and obvious 18 this interpretation ? how grand and 
graceful is this meaning 

I can no more admire your taſte (conſidered) as a 
critic, than I can admire your doctrine (confidered) as 
a divine. Give me the expofitions of ſcripture, which 
act, not like the nocturnal damp, but like the morn- 
ing ſun; not ſhrivelling and contracting, but open- 
ing and expanding thoſe flowers of paradiſe, the truths 
of the goſpel, that they may diſplay all their charm- 
ing beauties, and breathe out all their revrving odours. 
I think, upon the whole, we have very ſufficient cauſe 
to aſſert, and to abide by our aflertion ; that when the 
icripture aſcribes the whole of our ſalvation to tbe 
death of CHRIST, a part of his humiliation 1s put 
for the whole; and in thus ſpeaking, the HOLY 
SPIRIT copies after hwnfelf. For it the death in- 
flicted on the firſt Adam included every evil conſequent 
upon the fall ; the depravity, as well as the miſery of 
the creature ; it was meet that the death to which the 
ſecond Adam ſubmitted, ſhould include every good 
needful for our recovery; the obedtence as well as the 
ſufferings of the REDEEMER. It was meet that 
the price expreſſed by the ſame word, ſhould be as ex- 
tenſive as the puniſhment. Ss Vs 

« But how does it appear that he undertook this 
before the foundation of the world?” At what time 
does Mr Weſley ſuppoſe, that CHRIST undertook 
the work? Not till fin entered and man apoſtatized ? 
Was it then an incidental (upſtart) expedient, fetched 
in to remedy fome unforeſeen diſaſter ? Was it a de- 
vice, which owed its birth to ſome unexpected contin- 
gency, occaſioned by the'perverſeneſs of the creature? 
Far, far from it.—It was the grand, original, all-com- 
prehending plan, the way in which G OD, long be- 
fore time commenced, decreed to manifeſt the glory 
of his grace, and the luſtre of all his perfections. 
The world was made as a proper theatre, on which to 
diſplay and execnte this moſt magnificent ſcheme; 
and all the revolutions of human affairs, like ſo many 
under plots in the drama, are ſubſervient to the ac- 
contin of this capital deſign.ä—“ Known unt 
«© GOD are all his works,” determined by G OD ate 
all his counſels, from the beginning of the world, 
more eſpecially this grandeſt of all the divine diſpen- 
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this maſter-piece of his unſearchable wiſdom. 
„ But was this by a 717 7 covenant between 
„ OHR IS Tand the FA HER?“ Aſpaſio proceeds 

lluſtrate and confirm the doctrine of an everlaſting 
4. at between the almighty FATHER and his 
ene, 8 ON. He produces ſeveral texts of ſcrip- 
— to each of which you object as inſufficient for 
115 purpoſe : each of your objections 1 hall anſwer, 
only by adding a ſhort comment, explanatory of their 
ſpirit and force This proves no previous contract ; 
that is, I deny it, and therefore. it cannot prove your 
vint. “ Neither does this prove any ſuch thing. 
"hat is, I cannot or will not ſee the 2 And there- 
fore there is none. —“ That expreſſion does not necel- 
« farily imply any more” than I pleaſe to allow.—*< In 
« the way or method he had choſen * of which I am 
the ſole complete judge, and my judgment ought to 
be decifive in the caſe.— Thus would Mr Weſley have, 
not Aſpaſio only, but the public alſo, receive his dic- 
tates ((anguam a tripade) as abſolute oracles. For here 
is only bare aſſertion, or bare denial, without any 
vouchers, but his own word; without any authority, 
but his own declaration. pe fy 

In p/alm the xlth, the conditions of the covenant 
are circumſtantially recorded, which were the incar- 
nation and obedience of the eternal S O N. « A body 
« haſt thou prepared me—lo ! I come to do thy will. 
« Nay, here is no mention of any covenant, nor any 
« thing from which it can be inferred.” How many 
times 2 adjure thee, ſaid Ahab to Micaiab, that 
thou tell me nothing but that which is true? And how 
many times ſhall I entreat Mr Weſley to object nothing, 
without afligning ſome reaſon for his objection ? at 
leaſt not to think of convincing my judgment, and 
converting me to his opinion by a bare ſay . But I 
have done Perhaps have treſpaſſed upon the patience 
of the reader, in expreſſing my diſappointment ſo fre- 
quently ; perhaps I may alſo bear too hard upon Mr 
peſley in aſking for proots, when it may be no final 
difficulty to produce them. To return—< Nay here 
« j5 no mention of any covenant, nor any thing from 
„ which it can be inferred.” —That the word cove- 
nant is not mentioned, is very true; that there is no 
reference to any ſuch thing, is not ſo certain: let us 
conſider the whole paſſage. Sacriſice and burnt-of- 
« fering thou didſt not require.“ If ſacrifice and 
ſlain beaſts are not the object of the divine complacen- 
cy, in what will the LORD delight? The next words 
declare, «A body haſt thou prepared me:“ Since the 
lu cannot be fulfilled without doing, nor juſtice ſatis- 
fied without dying, * lo! I come,” ſays the ſecond per- 
ſon in the TRINITY, © to undertake both: lince 
this undertaking muſt be accompliſhed by ON E 
* who is finite, that he may die; and infinite, that 
he may conquer death; I will accompliſh it in the 
divine and human nature. For this purpoſe a body 
© haſt thou prepared me; in this body lo! I come, 
4 willingly and chearfully I come, to perform, to 
©* ſuſtain, to fulfil all; and ſo to do thy great, thy 
* gracious will,” May we not rationally ſuppoſe 
this ſpoken by way of (reſtipalation, or) compli- 
ance with the FATHER's demands? that the matter 
is thereby brought to a ſolemn contract: : 

Dr Hammond thought this no irrational ſuppoſition ; 
therefore gives us, upon the following words, a per- 
fetly-correſponding comment. In the volume of the 

ok it is written of me. © Which is no other than 
* 2 bill, or roll of contract between the FATHER 
and CHRIST; wherein is ſuppoſed to be written 
the agreement, preparatory to that great work of 
CHRIST's incarnation, wherein he, undertaking 
* to full the will of GOD, to perform all active, 
and allo all paſſive obedience, even unto death, had 
the promiſe from 60 D, that he ſhould become 
the author of eternal ſalvation to all that obey him.” 
Thus fays our learned countryman. And what ſays 
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the bleſſed apoſtle? whoſe expoſition and application 
of the paſſage you ſeem to have forgotten, at leaſt, 
not to have thoroughly weighed. Having quoted 
the paſſage, argued from it, and diſplayed the benefits 
obtained by this all- ſufficient propitiation, he adduces 
a text from Jeremiah relating to this very ſubject, and 
explaining its nature: whereof the HOLY GHOST 
alſo is a witneſs; of what? of the juſtification and 
ſanctification of ſinners, both founded on, both effe&- 
ed by, the ſacrifice of the dying FESUS. Trafiſ- 
actions, which both the prophet and the apoſtle con- 
hder under the notion of a covenant, as is plain from 
the following quotation ; © For after that he had ſaid 
before, This is the covenant which I will make with 
them in thoſe days.” Hence it appears, that the 
author to the Hebrews ſaw ſomething in the words of 
the pſalmiſt, from which the doctrine of a covenant 
might be inferred. | 

Another copy of this grand treaty is recorded, 1/. 
xlix. from the ſirſt to the fixth verſe. © I have read 
* them, but cannot find a word about it in all thoſe 
« verſes; they contain neither more nor leſs than a 
prediction of the ſalvation of the Gentiles,” They 
contain a prediction, and ſomewhat more; - they de- 
{cribe the way whereby this moſt defirable event ſhall 
be brought to paſs. This the LORD himſelf declares 
ihall be by way of covenaat ; © I will give thee for a 
** covenant to the people.“ — This verſe we may took 
upon as a key to the preceding, It teaches us to con- 
ſider them as deſcriptive of the auguſt covenant ; of 
its eſtabliſhment, its partics, and its terms. Indeed 
the verſes themſelves lead us to the ſame view; for 
what is a covenant? A contract, wherein a condition 
is preſcribed, a promiſe is made, and both are ratified 
by a mutual .agreement.—The condition is prefcribed 
in thoſe words, Thou art my ſervant, O Ijrael &, in 
whom [ will be glorified. The promiſe is made in thoſe 
words, Theu ſhalt raiſe up the tribes of Facob, reſtore 
the preſerved of ljrael, and be my ſalvation unto the ends 
of the earth. The agreement is ſpecified or implied in 
thoſe words; ¶ I have ſpent my ſtrength for nought, yet ) 
ſurely my judgment is with the LORD, and my work 
with my GOD. 

The great Vitringa, after having expounded the 
whole clauſe, concludes in this manner: Antequam 
ab his verbis, ſenſu fœcundiſſimis, ſummam do- 
4 ctrinz evangelicz complexis, diſcedam, monere ve- 
lim, eadem clariſſime deformare totum myſterium 
conventionis pacis, inter Deum patrem et Meſſiam 
e filimm <ejus, in humana carne appariturum, initæ, 
* perinde ac in locis quæ ex aliis excerpo, P/l. xl. 7. 
* Zech. vi. 13. Pater ut Dominus, filio ut Meſſiæ, 
* offtert gloriam longe ampliſſimam, mediationis et 
ſalvationis Judzorum et Gentium, quæ gloria, o- 
mnium quæ mente concipi poſſunt, eſt maxima, ſub 
lege ſive ſub conditione profundiſſimi obſequii ſer- 
vilis ; eaque ſtipulatio utrinque ratihabetur 4.” 

If, upon a ſtricter review, this prophecy be found 
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I ſrael is the name of the church, often given to her in 
this prophecy, CHRIST and his church, by virtue of the u- 
nion between them, have the ſame names. As ſhe is ſome- 
times called by his name, The LORD our righteouſneſs ;* 
Z ſo he is here called by her name Iſrael. Sce Fer. xxxill. 16, 


+ Vitring. in lac. Jeſore ] leave this paragraph, whith is fo 
rich in Jenſe, and contains the very ſubſtance of evangelical dec- 
trine, { would obſerve, that it maſt clearly and exactly delineates 
the myſterious counſel of peace, planned between GOD the FA. 
THER, and his divine SON. The FATHER as ſupreme LORD, 
offers to his SON the MESSIAH the higheſt glory, that which 
7 reſult from juftifying, ſanctiſying. and Javing, with an e- 
verlaſting ſalvation, both Fews and Gentiles. This glory, the 
greateft which thought can conceive, is-propoſed on the terms, or 


under the condition of his deep humiliation, even to the flate and 


obedience of a ſervant, The whole paſſes into a folenmn contract, 
and is ratified on either fide. | £3 

Here our author fubjoins an extract from ANA WAY a rab- 
binical treatife, Which is very remarkable; for ſuch a writer; 
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to expreſs no ſuch thing as a covenant, I am very 
willing to give up the proof; ſo much che rather as 
it makes no part of Aſpaſ's diſcourſe, is only juſt 
mentioned in a note, and ſtands not in the main bo- 
dy, but only as a corps de reſerve. 

By the covenant of works, man was bound to o- 
bey in his own perſon. —Here you take Apa up 
very ſhort, and reply, „80 he is under the covenant 
„ of grace, though not in order to juſtification.” 
This is the very thing he means. Nor could you calily 
have miſtaken his meaning, if you had only done him ſo 
ſmall a piece of juſtice as to read the whole paragraph; 
of which, ſince you ſeem either willingly, or through 
inadvertence, to be ignorant, I will beg leave to tran- 
ſcribe it“ Between the covenant of works, and 
„ the covenant of grace, this I apprehend is the diffe- 
rence. By the former, man was indifpenſably bound 
to obey in his own perſon ; by the latter, the obe- 
dience of his SURETY is accepted, inſtead of 
his own.—The righteouſneſs required by both, is 
not ſincere, but complete ; not proportioned to the 
abilities of fallen man, but to the purity of the 
« law, and the majeſty of the LAWGIVER.” 
You ſee the whole argument turns upon a complete 
rizhteouſneſs, ſuch as ſatisfies the law, and is an ade- 
quate ground for juſtification. This, I imagine, fallen 
man is not obliged, by the covenant of grace, to per- 
form ; if ſo, we ſhall be at a loſs to find any ſuch thing 
as grace; if ſo, we can have no hope of obtaining ſal- 
vation with eternal glory. There will be too much 
reaſon for applying, to all mankind, thoſe awful 
words of the prophet z; In the day thou mayſt mate thy 
plant oy and in the morning thou mayſt make thy 


feed to flouriſh; but the harveſt ſhall be a heap, in the 
day of grief and deſperate ſorrow. 
Bleſſed be G O D the melancholy ftrain is fuperſe- 


ded. Though the terms in the firſt covenant were a 
pertect obedience, though the terms once fixed con- 
tinue unalterable ; yet, in the new covenant, there is 
a change and fubſtitution as to the performer, with- 
out any relaxation as to the performance. Inſtead of 
perſonal obedience, we are juſtifted through the obe- 
dience of our MEDIATOR; We are made the righ- 
teouſneſs of GOD in him. hat is, we are furniſhed 
with a plea, as prevalent for our juſtification and ad- 
miſſion into the divine favour, as if we had retained 
our innocence untainted ; and, in every reſpect, con- 
formed ourſelves to the righteouſneſs which the law 
of G OD requires *. — Thus the falvation of ſinners 


ſingularly juſt; one of the moſt curious, as well as valuable 
ieces of Jewiſb antiquities that ever fell in my way. I believe 
it will afford no unpleaſing entertainment, perhaps ſome ſpiri- 
tual benefit to the reader, For which cauſe I take leave to tran- 
ſcribe it.—* G O D began to enter into a covenant with the 
« MESSIAH, and ſaid, ME SSI AH, my righteous one, 
* the ſins of thy choſen people are likely to bring thee into a 
ſtate of great toil and extreme affliftion ; thy lips fhall taſte 
* gall, thy tongue ſhall cleave to the roof of thy mouth, thy 
body ſhall be waſted with ſorrow and ſighing. Is thy love 
to thy people inviolable ? Art thou willing to reſcue them 
on theſe conditions ? If, thou undertakeft their recovery, 
well ; if not, they are rejected from this moment, and pe- 
riſh for ever. To this MESSIAH replied, LORD of 
eternity, I am pleaſed with the office, I accept theſe condi- 
tions; and am willing to undergo all tribulation, that my 
people may enjoy a reſurrection (to the life of grace and the 
*« life of glory.)—Then ſaid the holy, blefled G O D, Be it 
« ſo. Immediately the MESSIAH took upon him our 
*« miſeries, as it is written in the book of the prophet 1/aiah, 
« He was oppreſſed and he was afflited.” | 
2 Cor, v. 21. This is Dr Doddridge's interpretation of the 
paſſage ; and it ſpeaks a noble, a joyful truth, only it does not 
expreſs the whole truth. The righteouſneſs of GOD is more 
than equivalent to untainted innocency; is more than tanta- 
mount to the moſt perfect human obedience. It is a righ- 


r teouſneſs of infinite worth, far ſurpaſling the integrity of Adam 
d paradiſe, or the ſanctity of angels in heaven. It is a gift, in- 


"comparably, yea, incomprehenſiby great, efficacious, glorious, 
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neither claſhes with the truth, nor interferes with th 
juſtice of the ſupreme L E GIS LAT OR. — On che 
contrary, it becomes a faithful and juſ? procedure of 
the moſt high G O P, to Juſtify him that believeth , 
FESUS. | : 

The obedience of our Surety is accepted inſtead of 
our own. *© This is neither a ſafe, nor a {criptury 
e way of ſpeaking.” — That the obedience of CHRIST 
is accepted for our juſtification, is a doctrine warrant 
ed by ſcripture ; it may therefore very juſtly be . 
koncd a ſcriptural way of ſpeaking. And if his obe. 
dience is accepted for this purpoſe, our own, was it 
ever ſo conſiderable, could come in for no ſhare gf 
the work. Our own, though ever ſo zOrgeouſly ar. 
rayed, muſt ſtand aſide, or be caſt into ſhades, juſt a 
the ſtars hide their diminiſhed, or rather extinguiſheq 
heads, when the fun appears in his meridian ſplen- 
dour, becauſe the obedience of CHRIST is of in. 
finite dignity and value. And infinite value is ſuch 
as not only tranſcends all other ſervices, but render; 
them mere nothings in the compariſon. For this rez. 
ſon, the apoſtle counted all endowments but % for 
CHRIST, and the prophet repreſents all nations 1; 
nothing before G O D. 

« 1 would ſimply ſay, We are accepted through the 
« Beloved.” If you rightly underſtood what is meant, 
when the apoſtle ſpeaks of being accepted in the BJ. 
LOVED, you would have no fault to find with A. 
ſpaſio's comment. St Paul means we are accepted, not 
by any obedience performed in our own perſons, but 
ſolely by the obedience of that infinitely-excellent, 
and infinitely-beloved ONE CHRIST FESUs, 
whoſe righteouſneſs being imputed to us, and put 
upon us, cauſes us not only to be pardoned, but to 
be highly eſteemed, dearly beloved, and blefled with 
all ſpiritual bleſſings. 

Here I cannot but obſerve, that you have chan 
the apoſtle's expreſſion. He fays, © Accepted * in 
e the Beloved;” you ſay, © Accepted through the Be- 
% loved.“ I am willing to believe this was an over- 
ſight, you had no ſiniſter deſign ; but till I think you 
ſhould take more heed to your pen, and not alter the 
inſpired word, left you blemith the language, or in- 
jure the ſenſe. Perhaps you will aſk, What difference 
is there between accepted through, and accepted ir, 
the Beloved? I will illuſtrate the difference by a fl. 
militude. A creditable houſekeeper gives a good 
character to a fervant that leaves him, by virtue of 
which he is accepted, and admitted to ſome other va- 
luable employ. This character is his introduction, 
yet this makes no addition to his real value. Accept - 
ance through the Beloved, may import no more, than 
ſuch an admiſſion through ſuch a recommendation. 
Whereas, accepted in the Beloved, implies not only 3 
recommendatory paſſport from C H R 1 $T, but a real 
union with CHR 1ST, whereby we are incorporate! 
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into his ſacred body, and partake as truly of his righ- 


teouſneſs, as the members partake of the life which 
animates the head. By this our perſons are really en- 
nobled ; this imparts the higheſt dignity to our na- 
ture. We are not only recommended to, but render- 
ed meet for, the favour, the complacency, the beati. 
fic preſence of GOD, being one with FESUS, and 
therefore loved even as FESUS himſfelt is loved f. 
The ſecond covenant was not made with Adam ot 
any of his poſterity, but with CHRIST in thoſe 
words, * For any authority you have from theſe 
« words, you might as well have ſaid, it was made 
„ with the HOLY GHOST.”—No; CHRIS!, 
not the HOLY GHOST, was the ſeed of the wo- 
man.-—This is an anſwer much in your own ſtrain.— 
But let us conſider farther. | 
E xæęirocty c ey To HV,. | 

ohn xvii. 23. 1ey in me, ſays our LORD. here, 
* 2 this * bs viewed in * relation, thou haft loves 
them, as thou haſt Lived me. 


* 
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You allow, I preſume, that the firſt covenant was 
made with Adam, as our public fcederal head :—That 
all his poſterity were included in it, being to ſtand or 
fall together with him: Herein, fays the apoſtle, 
« Adam was 2 figure of him that was to come.” It 
ſo, the ſecond covenant muſt be made with CHRIST, 
as our public fœderal head. He and all his ſeed are in- 
cluded in it; and as it was impoſſible for him to miſ- 
carry, they muſt be joint partakers of the benefits. 
Accordingly, he is ſtyled the MEDIATOR of the 
new covenant, by whoſe moſt acceptable and prevail- 
ing interpolition, all its bleflings are obtained : he is 
ſtyled the Surety of the covenant, engaging to pay the 
whole debt for poor inſolvent creatures; the debt of 
enal ſuffering, and the debt of perfect obedience.— 
The Teſtator of the covenant, whoſe are its riches, and 
whoſe are its privileges, who has alſo of his unbound- 
ed goodneſs bequeathed them as ſo many ineſtimable 
legacies tO indigent men. Methinks thoſe are ſuch 
charming truths, fuch divinely-comfortable doctrines, 
that you ſhould conſider them thoroughly before you 
oppoſe them, leſt you do a greater act of unkindneſs 
to your readers, that that which 1s charged, though 
very injuriouſly, upon Fob : Thou haſt ſtripped the na- 
ted of their cloathing, and ſent widows away empty. And 
when you are diſpoſed to conſider theſe points tho- 
roughly, alk yourſelf this queſtion : Is it poſſible to 
conceive that CHRIST ſhould be the ME DI A- 
TOR, the Surety, the Teſtator of the covenant, if it 
was not made with him, and the execution of it un- 
dertaken by him ?—Or, is it poſſible to ſuppoſe, that 
the all- glorious 8 ON, of G OD ſhould be the M E- 
DIATOR, the Surety, the Teſtator of the covenant, 
yet leave others to perform the conditions; which are 
incomparably the moſt important, intereſting, and 
difficult parts of the tranſaction? 

r Theſe words were not ſpoken to CHRIST, but 
« of him.” Trae, of him as given for a covenant of 
the people. There is not the leaſt intimation of any 
« ſuch covenant.” You will not- deny that CHRIST 
is ſignified by the ſeed of the woman. —It is ſaid, He 
ſhall ; a language expreſſing authority, and requiring 
conformity. As CHRIS Tis the ſupreme uncontrol- 
luble G O D, this could not be required; and would 
never have been ſaid, without his actual conſent : 
here then is implied his approbation of the office. It 
13 farther ſaid, The ſerpent ſhall bruiſe his hecl.—He 
{hall become incarnate, and after a life of much ſor- 
row, and many tribulations, ſhall be put to a moſt 
tormenting death. Here is the condition of the co- 
venant. It is added, He ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's head; 
{hall deſtroy the works of the devil, and repair the 
ruins of the fall; ſhall deliver from the wrath deſerved, 
and recover the inheritance forfeited. —Here is the re- 
compenſe or reward of the covenant. 

Should you aſk, Is it ſuppoſable that Adam under- 
ſtood the words in this compaſs of meaning? Perhaps 
not. But if we do not underſtand them in a more 
exalted and extenſive ſenſe than our firſt father, what 
advantage do we reap from the full revelation of the 
goſpel ?—The full revelation of the goſpel pours as 
much light upon this, and other of the ancient ora- 
cles, as the experiments of our modern anatomiſts have 
poured upon the ſtructure and œconomy of the hu- 
man body.—This grand original text, read with the 
comment of the New Teſtament, ſpeaks all that A4/pa- 
ſis has ſuggeſted ; all that our fallen ſtate could want, 
or our very hearts can with. ; 

You have muſtered up ſeveral objections, yet there 
is room for more; I will therefore for once act as your 
auxiliary, and turn againſt Aſpafo. He ſuppoſes 
* the covenant to be made with CHRIST. Where- 
with various men, particularly and perſonally, in 
* various ages,” — True, it is recorded, that GOD 
mage SOL with Abraham, with Iſaac, with Ja- 


as the ſcripture repreſents the covenant as made 
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cob, and with David the father of Solomon : but were 
wy in a capacity to enter into covenant with their 
Maker; to ſtand for themſelves, or be ſurety for o- 
thers? I think not. —The paſſages mean no more, 
than the LOR D's manifeſting in an eſpecial manner, 
the grand covenant to them ; ratifying and confirm- 
ing their perſonal intereſt in it; and tarther alluring 
them, that CH R 1 ST, the great covenant-head, ſhould 
be of themſelves, and ſpring from their ſeed. | 

This accounts for that remarkable and {ſingular 
mode of expreſſion, which often occurs in ſcripture ; 
[ will make a covenant with them; or, This is my cove- 
nant with them.—Yet there follows no mention of any 
conditions, only a promiſe of unconditional bleſſings ; 
becauſe the former have already been performed, and 
nothing remains but to confer the latter ; ſo that the 
meaning of the divine Speaker is, I will admit them 
to an intereſt in this covenant, and make them par- 
takers of its privileges. 

I ſhould now conclude, but Mr We/tey will not ſuf- 
fer me to quit the ſubje&t. He farther inſiſts, The 
„ words manifeſtly contain, if not a covenant made 
* with, a promiſe made to Adam and all his poſterity,” 
, not—He begins to helitate in his aſſertion; to 
fluctuate in his opinion ; and I could hope, to ſee his 
miſtake.— The words contain a promiſe.” — And 
have you never read, that the covenant of G O D, or 
the various renewals and ratifications of the covenant 
of grace, are ſtyled covenants of promiſe * which conſiſt 
of pure promites, and diſpenſe tree gitts ? 

Obſerve the tenor of the new covenant, as it ſtands 
ingroſſed by the pen of inſpiration. This 7s the cove- 
gant, which I will make with the houſe of Iſrael after 
thoſe days, faith the LORD; I will put my laws into 
their mind, and on their hearts will I write them : and [ 
will be to them a GOD, and they ſhall be to me a people. 
And they fhall not teach every man his neighbour, and 
every man his brother, ſaying, Know the LORD. for 
all ſhall know me, from the leaſt of them, even unto the 
greateſt of them. Tor I will be merciful unto their un- 
righteouſneſſes, and their fins and their iniquities will I re- 
member no more. Where are your conditions in this 
draught? Where are any terms required of impotent 
man? Is it not all promiie, from the beginning to the 
end? That repentance, and that faith, tor whoſe con- 
ditionality you plead, are they not both comprehend- 
ed in this heavenly deed? and comprehended undcr 
the form of bleſſings vouchſated, not of taſks enjoin- 
ed? Does the contract run in this manner? I require 
and command; or in this ſtrain ? I grant and beitow. 
The LORD ſays, I will put my laws; I will write 
them,—The work ſhall not be laid on my creatures, 
but done by myſelf. They /hall be my people, and I will 
remember their fins no more. What ? provided they per- 
form ſuch and ſuch duties. I read no fuch clauſe. I 
ſee no ſuch proviſo.—Al is abſolutely tree ; depend- 
ent on no performance of ours ; but flowing trom 
ſovereign, ſupreme, ſeif-influenced goodneis, 

Juſt ſuch is that delightful declaration, J will make 
an everlaſting covenant with them, that 1 will not turn 
away from them to do them good but I will put my fear 


in their heart, that they ſhall not depart from me.— 


What you call conditions muſt be compriſed in my fear. 
This is repreſented as a ſingular benefit, which GOD 
imparts ; as a gracious temper, which GOD implants; 
and both as dependent, not on the fidelity of man, 
but on the power and veracity of GO D. — Another 
of your conditions, I preſume, 1s perſeverance unto 
the end. This, in the covenant of grace, is not en- 
joined, but ſecured ; ſecured, not by a ſtrict prohibi- 
tion of apoſtaſy, but by the omnipotent interpolition 


of JEHOVAH. I will put my fear; ſo put my 


fear into their hearts, that they ſball not depart from 
me; 1hall never draw back unto perdition.— Thus the 
covenant becomes not tranſient, but everlaſting. Thus 
the promiſe is not precarious, but ſure to all the ſeed. 
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There ſeems to he as great a difference between this 
evangelical, and your legal method of ſtating the co- 
venant ; between ſuſpending the benefits on human 
endeavonrs, and grounding them on divine agency, 
as between hanging the anchor on the top of the malt, 
and fixing it at the bottom of the ſea. 

Let me add one more text, which now occurs to 
my thoughts, Te are the children of the prophets, and 
of the covenant which G 9 made with our fathers, ſay- 
ing unto Abraham, And in thy ſeed ſhall all the kindreds 
of the earth be bleſſed *. Here the covenant is firit 
mentioned in general; then particularly ſpeciſied.— In 
thy ſeed ſhall all the kindreds of the earth—be laid un- 
der conditions ? be obliged to execute terms? No; 
but Hall be bleed ; bleſſed with all bleſſings, tem- 
poral, ſpiritual, eternal. — In thy ſeed ;—that is, in 
CHR I SJ. without any regard to qualifications or 
deeds of their own ; entirely by virtue of an intereſt 
ia his conſummately-excellent actions, and conſum- 
mately- precious ſufferings. Then the apoſtle ſingles 

Acts iii. 25. 
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out one ſpecial and diſtinguiſhed bleſſing of 
nant; a converſion from darkneſs to light, 
power of Satan to the ſervice of GOD; or 
preſſed in the following verſe, a turning from all i, 
quity,—This is ſtill exhibited to our contemplation is 
the fruit of the covenant of grace; as the thin n 
which it makes proviſion, not introductory to — 
conſequent upon, our participation of it. n 
If therefore, in ſpeaking of holineſs and obedienc 

we repreſent them as the promiſes, rather than Ba 
demands of the covenant, we evidently follow the 
apoltle's example. Were we to take the contrary 
courſe, we thould act as prudently as the ſportſma;; 
who, entering his horſe for a plate, chuſes to have him 
walk backwards, rather than run forwards : Would 
this increale his ſpeed? Would this help him to out. 
{trip his rivals? or enable him to win the prize 
Shall we, in order to avoid the charge of Antineniau;h 
ruſh into this abſurdity ? I am perſuaded you could 
not wiſh to ſee ſo egregious a piece of folly, even in 
your enemy; much leſs in Your, Ge. 
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Wiſh you would conſider with ſome attention, that 
1 emphatical memento of the apoſtle, Since ye knew 
the grace of GO D in truth. Here he intimates, that 
we may have a knowledge of grace, which 1s not ge- 
nuine ; not free from corrupt mixture, not true.— 
It may be fo diſcoloured with error, or blended with 
ſo much of the law, as no longer to appear like itſelf. 
— The language of ſuch perſons, is ſomewhat like the 
language of the Maeliles, after their return from cap- 
tivity, who ſpoke neither the Hebrew, nor the Hea- 
theniſh dialect z but expreſſed themſelves half in the 
ſpeech of Aſbdod, and half in the ſpeech of Zion. 

It is true, ſays Aſpaſio, I cannot perform the condi- 
tions. — © It is not true,” ſays Mr Weſley. This is 
pretty blunt, and pretty bold too; for it is, in effect, 
affirming, that a man dead in treſpaſſes and ſins 1s 
able to perform conditions. Mr We/ley is not aware, 


that « CHRIST ſtrengthening us,” is one of the 


benefits of the covenant, comprehended in theſe 
words, I will put my laws into their minds. 

« The conditions of the new covenant are, Repent 
« and believe.“ It has been already ſhewn, that they 
are repreſented by the HOLY GHOST, not as 
conditions, but as bleſſings; not as conditions re- 
quired, but as bleſſings beſtowed ; not as conditions 
on which depends the accompliſhment of the cove- 
nant ; but as happy fruits, or precious effects, of the 
covenant ; made, and making good to ſinners, who 
are wholly without ſtrength. | 

Tis equally true, ſays Aſpaſio, rhis is not required 
at my hands. "Tis equally true,” ſays Mr Meſley, 
« that is abſolutely falſe.” —This is, doubtleſs, a Home- 

thruſt.— It behoves us to provide ſome armour of 

proof for our defence; and this the ſcripture furniſhes 
abundantly. It furniſhes us with more than robur et 
es triplex. The ſcripture ſets forth juſtification, ſalva- 
tion, and all blefledneſs, as things perfectly free; de- 
tached from all works ; dependent on no conditions, 
but the gifts of ſovereign goodneſs, and infinitely-rich 

ce. of 
Though you, Sir, treat A/pa/fio in ſo unceremonious 
a manner, we will be more complaiſant; you ſhall re- 
ceive ſuch entertainment from us, as the king of Ba- 


bylon's ambaſſadors received from Hezetiab. We will, 


on this occaſion, ſhew you the houſe of OUr precious 


things, the filver and the gold, the ſpices and the precious 


ointment, and if not all, yet ſome of the houſe of our 


We are ſaved, that is, we have all the benefits of 
2 Kings xx, 12, 


. 


the new covenant By grace By grace ye are ſaved 
At is of grace, and no more of wor. -M ho hath ſaved 
us, not according to our works, but according 
poſe and grace &. 

Freely—Being juſtified freely. The things that az; 
freely given to us of G O D.—Wheſcever will, let him tal; 
the water of life freely g. 

By way of gift If thou kneweſt the gift of GOD — 
The gift of G is eternal life —The free gift came upm 
all men, to juſtification of life }. 

Without the law—The righteouſneſs of GOD with. 
out the law.—That we might be juſtified, not by the woris 
of the law. IF the inheritance were of the law ||. 

Not by works Not of works, but of him that cullet) 
us.—Net by works of righteouſneſs which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he ſaved us, — Net having min: 
own righteouſneſs, which is of the law J. 

By righteouſneſs, not performed, but imputed— 
Faith 1 CHRIST, as our all) is imputed for righ- 
teouſneſs—-GOD imputeth righteouſneſs without works, — 
To whom it (that is, the merit of a dying and riling $ A. 
VIOUR) Hall be imputed . 

Not by guiltleſs behaviour, but by remiſſion of ſins 
—Bleſfſed are they whoſe iniquities are forgiven, and 
whoſe fins are covered —G OD was in CHRIST, re- 
conciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing their tro. 
paſſes unto them.—To give knowledye. of ſalvation by to: 
remiſſion of their fins ++ . | 

Not each by himſelf, but all by one—They ſpall reign 
in life, by one CHRIST F ESUS.—By the obedience 
of one, ball many be made righteous, — By one offering, he 
hath perfedted for ever thoſe that are ſanfified = . 
By faith alone—Being juſtified by faith. —A man it 
Juſtified by faith, without the deeds of the law. Througb 
bim, all that believe are juſtified from all things &&. 

Not on account of faith, as a condition performed; 
but on account of CHRIST, the pearl of ineſtimable 
price; which faith receives, applies, and uſes —W 
has by himſelf purged away our fins, by himſelf finiſbel 
our tranſgreſſions, made reconciliation for our iniquities, 
and brought in an everlaſting righteouſneſs ff. a 

This is the doctrine of ſcripture. Becauſe it is 0: 
the greateſt importance, you ſee, with what care it i 
ſtated, and with what copiouſneſs diſplayed, wit! 
what zeal it is urged, and with what vigilance . 


* Eph. ii. 5. Rom. x. 6. 2 Tim. i. 9. f Rom. lil. 34 
1 Cor. ii. 2. Rev.xxii. 19. f John iv. 10. Rom. vi. 2.3. v. 18. 
| Rom. üi. 21. Gal. ii. 16. iii. 18. 4 Rom. ix. 1 1. Tit. ii. 5 
Phil iii. 9. Rom. iv. 5.6. 23. 24. 25. + Pfal. xxx. 1. 
2 Cor. v. 19. Luke i. 77 = Rom. v. 17. 18. 19. Heb. x. 14 
* Rom. v. 1. iii. 28. Acts xiii, 39. ++ Heb. i. 3. Dan. ix. 24. 
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ed. How ſolicitouſly the ſacred writers uſe every form 
of ſpeech that may exclude all human works ; may 
ſet aſide all conditions and prerequilites, in order to 
ſuperſede all glorying, and aſcribe the whole of our 
-1{tification to the free grace of GOD, and the ſole 
merits of CHRIST. ; 

After all theſe teſtimonies of ſcripture, ſhall we ſtill 
maintain that the covenant of grace conſiſts of condi- 
tions; depends upon conditions; is ſuch as we can- 
not expect to have made good till certain conditions 
are, by us, duly and truly fulfilled? Dagon may as 
well ſtand in the preſence of the ark, as ſuch a notion 
in the face of thele evangelical texts. ; 

All, all is free to us ſinners, though it was not free 
to CHRISI our SAVIOUR.—He paid the price; 
he performed the conditions, If you would know 
what price Was paid; what conditions were performed, 
and on what terms we inherit the bleſſing; you, Sir, 
may receive information from Mr Jahn Weſley, who 
ſays in his comment, “ All the bleſſings of the new 
« covenant are ſecured to us by the one offering of 
« CHRIST.” According to this commentator, they 
are not only procured for us, but ſecured to us. How 
could either of theſe be true, - much more, how could 
the latter be fact, —if the bleſſings were ſuſpended on 
any performance or any acquilition of ours? If I am 
not to enjoy them until I diſcharge this or that duty, 
they are not procured for me; if I am not to enjoy 
them unleſs I become poſſeſſed of this or that quality, 
they are not ſecured to me; not ſecured to me, as the 
eſtate is to an heir, even whillt he is a minor, but only 
as the prize is to a racer, in caſe, by exerting his ſpeed 
and his ſtrength, he arrives firit at the goal; which 
was never yet called ſecurity, but allowed to be mere 
uncertainty. 

As to this point, others may receive information 
from the prophet Zechariab. By the blood of thy cove- 
nent, I have ſent forth thy priſoners out of the pit, where- 
in was ho water x. Thy priſoners, thole wretched crea- 
tures, who were in a ſtate of guilt, and under the ſen- 
tence of death; ſubjet to the tyranny of the devil, 
and hable to the damnation of hell. In this diſmal 
fate they were, as in a pit unfathomably deep; from 
which there ſeemed no poſitbility of eſcape, nor any 
method of deliverance: A pit, in which there is 0 
water, nothing but abſolute miſery, without a gleam 
of hope, or a drop of comfort. I have ſent them forth 
into a place of liberty; where they obtain pardon, and 
enjoy peace, are fatished with the plenteouſneſs of my 
houſe, and drink of my pleaſures as out of a river. 
All this, by the % od of thy covenant.—Blood was the 
righteous term, blood was the dreadful requirement, 
even that infinitely-precious blood of CHRIST, on 
which the covenant of our freedom was eſtabliſhed, 
and by which its rich bleſſings are procured. Which 
is called thy covenant &, O daughter of Zion, thou church 
of the firſt · born, becauſe it was made in thy name; 
made with thy divine Surety, and for thy unſpeakable 
good. 

This is not only falſe, but © moſt dangerouſly falſe. 
„Af we allow this, Antinomianiſm comes in with a 
full tide.” Pray, Sir, what do you mean by Anti- 
nomaniſm? ſuch a contrariety to the law, as debaſes 
its dignity ; deprives it of its proper honour and pro- 
per end f? | 

Surely then, not Aſpaſio's, but Mr Weſley's tenets, 
are chargeable with this kind of heterodoxy ; ſince 
they would cauſe the law to be put off with a mite, 


5 — 8 
Thy ce nal, The words are not addreſſed to CHRIST, 


but to his churc As the Hebrew NN being in the feminine 
gender intimates. 


The end of the commanding law is righteouſnefs, Rom. x, | 


+ The end of the violated law is puniſhment, Gal. iii. 10, 

oth theſe ends are anſwered by the interpoſition of an obedi- 
ent and cruciſied RE DEE MF R, but on no other ſcheme, 
and in no other manner whatever. | 


when millions of talents are its due ;—oblige it to be 
content with errant deficiency, when the moſt ſinleſs 
obedience, and the moſt exalted perfection are what 
it demands. | 

Do you mean by Artinomaniſm, ſuch a contrariety 
to the law, as difregards its duties, and violates its 
precepts? Then the apoſtle Paul ſhall reply, The grace 
of G OD, which bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared unto 
all men; 5 us, that, denying ungodlineſs and world- 
ly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, r1ghtcoufly, and godly.--- 
The grace of G O D, his infinitely-free favour, of which 
we have a ſpecimen in the preceding texts, which 
ſcorns to be ſhackled with conditions, or meanly de- 
pendent on human endeavours. — 'This grace, requi- 
ring nothing of the creature, but bringing ſalvation, 
{ſpiritual and eternal falvation, finiſhed the incar- 
nate CREATOR, and free for the chiefeſt of ſinners. 
This grace being revealed in the goſpel, being diſ- 
cerned by faith, and thus appearing in luſtre, and 
with power, to all men—to men of every rank, every 
age, every character; making no difference between 
the ſervant and his maſter, between the ruddy ſtrip- 
ling and the hoary fire; between the vile proſtitute 
and the chaſte veſtal, but opening its inexhauſtible 
treaſures, to be received by one as well as the other 
This grace does what? “ Cauſe Antinomianiſm,” 
or practical ungodlineſs, ** to come in with a full tide?” 

ute the reverſe. — It repreſſes it like an immoveable 
barrier. It teaches us to deny *, to renounce ungodli- 
neſs, all ungodlineſs ; not only external groſs abomina 
tions, but worldly luſts alſo, every vitious inclination, 
and every irregular deſire. Farther, it teaches us to 
live ſoberly, with regard to ourſelves, righteou/ly to- 
wards our neighbours, and godly to our great CR E- 
A 

The original word is particularly beautiful and ſig- 
nificant; it is not mou, preſcribeth, by way of rule, 
nor erilzooc, enjoineth, by way of authority 3 but Taidrura, 
teacheth, by way of inſtruction, pointeth out the ef- 
fectual method of obeying the precepts, and conform- 
ing to the rule. A tyrant may command his ſlave to 
write, or make a proficiency in writing. A kind tu- 
tor forms him to it, ſhews him how to do it, and 
renders, what otherwiſe would be an irkſome, per- 
haps an impracticable taſk, both eaſy and pleaſant.— 
50 this grace, clearly manifeſted in the underſtanding, 
and cordially TPO by the will, renders every 
duty of holineſs both practicable and pleaſant ; it gives 
us a heart and a hand, and ability to exerciſe ourſelves 
unto univerſal godlineſs. | | 

CHRIST has performed all that was conditionary 
for me, ſays 4 b. * Has he repented and believed 
for you?” ſays Mr Weſley; a queſtion already an- 
ſwered in the dialogues. No;“ replies Mr Weſley, 
« not anſwered, but evaded. He performed all that 
„ was conditionary in the covenant of works, is no- 
* thing to the purpoſe; tor we are not talking of that, 
but of the covenant of grace.” Give me leave to 
tell you, Sir, that you are greatly miſtaken here ; we 
are talking, at leaſt we ought to be talking, of the 
covenant of works, when we talk of the covenant 
which CHRIST came under. It was a covenant of 
works to him, which, by his execution of it, became 
a covenant of grace for us. He became anſwerable 
for our debt; the debt was exacted, without the leaſt 
abatement. In this reſpect, GO D ſpared not his own 
Son. And is not this the tenor, are not ſuch the effects 
of a covenant of works? | | 

CHRIST is called the Surety of a better covenant ; 


that is, a ſurety provided and admitted by a better 


covenant: in this peculiarity, infinitely momentous 


*The word is «pmeauv, which does not ſignify, to abol:ſh 
totally, or to deſtroy utterly ; but to diſavow and renounce, to 
refuſe admittance, or not to yield compliance. There may be, 
even in the regenerate,' ſome remainders of ungodlineſs; but, 


influenced by grace, they will conſtantly turn a deaf ear to i 


ſolicitations, or reſolutely ſay nay to its demands. 


| 
| 
| 
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and comfortable, the new covenant is better; becauſe 
it brings in a ſubſtitute, to diſcharge what was con- 
tracted under the old, which neither provided, nor 
allowed, nor knew any ſuch thing. — It is written, 
CHRIST was made under the law, therefore not un- 
der a covenant of grace. If you can ſhew me, in the 
conſtruction of the law, any hint of faith in the me- 
rits of another, or any mention of repentance unto 
lile, I will retract my opinion, that CHRIST per- 
formed whatever was conditionary; I will do honour 
to thoſe genteel expreſſions, and ſubmit to thoſe co- 
gent arguments, *Tis not true — Tis nothing to tlie 
“ purpoſe Tis abſolutely falſe.” 
« If CHRIST's perfect obedience be ours, we 
« have no more need of pardon than CHRIST him- 
&« ſelf. The conſequence is good, you have ſtarted 
an objection which you cannot anſwer.” lt is an- 
ſwercd in the dialogues ;—whether in 2 ſatisfactory, or 
inſufficient manner, the reader muſt determine. But 
ſnppoſe we admit the conſequence ; it implies no more 
than the apoſtle aftirms—By one offering he hath perfect. 
ed for ever them that are ſanthfied. Let me tranſcribe 
your own * explication of this paſſage —< He hath 
« done” (obſerve, you yourſelf ſpeak of CHRIST's 
doing; in this place on of CHRIST's doing; yet 
1 would not be ſo injurious to your good ſenſe, as to 
imagine that you exclude his ſuffering) © all that was 
* needful, in order to their full reconciliation with 
« GOD.” This expoſition J approve, as far as it 
goes; only you have omitted one very weighty cir- 
cumſtance, comprehended in the word © ever ;” by 
this doing and ſuffering, believers are fully and per- 
fectly reconciled, not for a day only, or for any par- 
ticular time, but for ever. The pardon 1s irrevocable; 
the bleſſing unalienable. Not like the moon, which 
now waxes, and anon wanes ; but like the ſun, which 
is always the ſame ; ever ſhines with the ſame pleni- 
tude of rays; and needs only to appear, in order to 
appear unchangeably bright. . 

This reminds me of a more direct anſwer to your 
difficulty. The repeated pardon, which believers im- 
plore, is only a witneſs bearing to the truth, or a re- 

ated manifeſtation of it to our conſciences. — Will 
you find fault with this doctrine? Might you not, 
for the very ſame reaſon, ſay, if the atonement of 
CHRIST's death. was abſolutely perfect, there 
could be no need of his interceſſion at G O D's right 
hand? Yes, for the actual application of the great 


atonement, and the continual communication of its 


happy fruits, this interceſſion is neceſſary. So, though 
our juſtification is complete, though our fins have all 
been laid upon our LORD, and are not to be done away 
by ſome duties of our own, but already done away by 
the ſacrifice of HIMSELF yet the application of this 
bleſſing, the revelation of it to our hearts, is daily, 
hourly, inceſſantly needful. Therefore he ſaith, ſpeak- 
ing of his vineyard the church, I will water it ever 
moment. Whereby? in what manner? what ſpiritual 
bleſſings correſpond with watering the thirſty ſoil ?— 
The diſcovery of complete pardon, of complete ac- 
ceptance, of complete ſalvationin CHRIST. This 
will make the foul like a watered garden ; — this will 
cauſe joy and holineſs to bloſſom as a roſe. 
Both the branches of the law, the preceptive and 
the penal, in the caſe of guilt contracted, muſt be ſa- 
tisfied. <© Not fo.” — If not, one of thera muſt paſs 
unſatisfied and unfulfilled. Whereas, our LORD 
declares, that heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, ſooner 


than one jot or one tittle of the law ſhall fail of its ac- 


compliſhment. Will you undertake to prove, either 
that the preceptive, or elſe that the penal part of the 
law, does not conſtitute ſo much as one jot or one 
tittle of its contents? Then, and then only, your aſ- 
ſertion may conſiſt with our LORD's declaration. 


+* Explanatory notes in /oc, 
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This will be an undertaking as adventurous as 
next is diſingenuous. 

« Not ſo; CHRIST, by his death alone” (o 
church teaches), “ fully ſatisfied for the ſins f 8 
„whole world.” — By his death alone, that is, in © 8 
tradiſtinction to all human works, as efficient or pry 
jutant cauſes-: fully ſattsfied, that is, without havin 
and without nceding the concurrence of any hum 
ſatisfaction. It is ſpoken in oppoſition to our end y 
vours, not to his own moſt glorious obedience. — 
do you really want to be informed that our church 
means no fuch thing, as 2 would inſinuate? Hav 
you never heard her profeſs, and require to believe 
what Aſpaſio maintains? If not, be pleaſed to read 
the quotations from her homilies, which he has pro- 
duced, above, page 257. *. Read theſe, and I can. 
not but think, you have modeſty enough to bluſ 
at an attempt, to palm upon the public, ſuch an ap- 
parent miſrepreſentation of our venerable mother. 

Ihe fame great truth is manifeſtly taught in the 
« xxxiſt article. What? That CHRIST, by his 
death alone, or by egy his blood alone, without ful. 

filling the law perfectly, ſatisfied for the ſins of the 
world? Then the articles and the homilies moſt flat] 
contradict one another. — Upon this you aſk, « 1; it 
* therefore fair, is it honeſt, for any one to plead the 
c articles of our church in defence of abſolute pre 
« deſtination ?”* Indeed, Sir, I know not what you 
mean by this interrogatory, or at what you aim, 
Does Aſpafio plea the articles for any ſuch purpoſe? 
Not that he ſhould be afraid, in caſe there was an evi. 
dent occaſion, to advance ſuch a plea, and perhaps 
might put Mr Meſey to greater difliculty than he is 
aware of, in order to elude the force of it. — But he 
does not in this place come within view of the point; 
nor ſo much as remotely hint at it. No, nor in any 
part of the two volumes, docs he once touch upon 
abſolute e ms much leſs does he plcad the ar- 
ticles of our church in its defence. So that your in- 
ferential word © therefore, is a concluſion without 
premifes. 

Abſolute predeſtination is a phraſe not to be found 
in all the dialogues, or in any of the letters. But it 
is a phraſe which Mr Meſley thinks to be alarming and 
diſguſting, on which Mr Weſley has learned to fay 
many horrible and ſhocking things ; therefore be it 
right or wrong, be it true or falſe, A/pafio ſhall be 
charged with the obnoxious expreſſion. — When he 
mentions predeſtination, it is in the very words of 
ſcripture; without dwelling upon the ſubject; without 
reſting his cauſe upon it; without attempting either 
to explain or to eftabliſh it. This he leaves, and ever 
will leave, to clearer heads and abler pens.—As to 
your * abſolute,” this is not what A/pajio ſpeaks, but 
what Mr We/ley would make him ſpeak; a word, which 
in this connection he never uſed, nor ſo much as 
dreamed of uling ; for which reaſon, I call it, not his, 


Your 
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bes 


* As this book may poſſibly fall into the hands of ſome 
perſons, who have not the book, entitled Theron and Aſpaſin; 
I will, for their ſakes, tranſcribe one of the teſtimonies, to 
which we are referred. | 

In the homily concerning the ſalvation of mankind, we read 
the following words. —“ The apoſtle toucheth three things, 
** which muſt go together in juſtification, On G O D's pa, 
© his great mercy and grace. On CHRIS T's part, the 
ſatisfaction of GOD's juſtice, or the price of our redemp: 
* tion, by the offering of his body, and ſhedding of his pie. 
e cious blood, with "fulfilling of the law perfectly. On ouf 
c part, true and lively faith in the merits of FESUS CHR/ ST, 
* which yet is not ours, but by GOD's working in us.” YO! 
ſee, according to the judgment of our reformers, not on, 
the offering of CHRIST's body, and the ſhedding © 
CHRIST's blood, but alſo his perfect fulfilling of the la, 
are the adequate price of our redemption. Yet Mr W:/*) " Bi 
2 to exclude the latter; and ventures to affirm that be F 
has the authority of our church for ſuch an opinion, and i” Bi 
ſuch a practice. | | 
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but yours —May I not then retort your own queſtion ? 
nd aſk, Is it fair, is it honeſt, to put into your friend's 
— words which he never uſed, and then exclaim 
againſt them? ; g | . 8 2 

What follows in this paragraph is prodigious in- 
deed. “ Seeing the xviith article barely defines the 
« term; that is, the church does not believe the 
goctrine, nor require any ſuch belief from her mem- 
bers? Why then does ſhe —__ for A the rf 
Hes? why pronounce it agreeable to G 's word:! 
aby forbid diſputation a aint it? Pity, but we had 
been acquainted with this fine diſtinction when we 
were ſtudents at Oxford. We then declared our ap- 
robation of the academical ſtatutes ; we engaged to 
obſerve them all, and confirmed our engagement with 
an oath. — But how eaſily might we have eluded the 
obligation, if, when called upon for conformity and 
obedience, this ſalvo had come into our heads? © The 
« univerſity does not, in theſe ſtatutes, ſet forth our 
« duty, but barely defines the terms; ſhe does not 
« jnſiſt upon a conformity, but only flouriſhes a little 
« upon terms, and leaves us to obey or diſobey, as 
« we ſhall feel ourſelves er 3 

« Barely defines the term, without either affirmin 
« or * the thing. How ! does ſhe not ain 
the thing, when ſhe ſtyles it an excellent benefit of GOD? 
declares it to be full of ſweet, pleaſant, and unſpeakable 
comfort to the godly? that 1t greatly eſtabliſhes and 
confirms their faith of eternal ſalvation, and fervently 
lindles their love towards GOD! © Not affirm the 
thing! — when ſhe expreſsly aſcribes ſuch fruits 
and conſequents to it! This is not only aflirming, 
but affirming with the higheſt approbation, like pro- 
claiming the king, and placing the crown upon his 
head. | 

In one part of your Preſervative, you enumerate, 
and very properly diſplay, what you call “ the five 
« benefits of baptiſm.” —Suppole a aer, upon read- 
ing this paſſage, ſhould ſay, Friend We/ley, thou 
« barely defineſt the term, thou neither affirmeſt nor 
« denieſt the thing. This is no proof that thou thyſelf 
« believeſt a tittle of water-baptiſm, or wouldſt have 
“ thy readers believe the reality of any ſuch ordi- 
* nance.” Should the Qater argue thus, he would 
argue juſt like yourſelf, But I apprehend he would 
not be ſo boldly diſingenuous; he would rather con- 
feſs; „ Friend 7ohn doth certainly maintain and be- 
lieve theſe things; but his opinion is miſtaken, and 
his arguments are inconcluſive.” — © The xxxiſt 
8 OW totally overthrows predeſtination, and razes 
it from the foundation.” If ſo, it makes one ar- 
ticle contradict another; conſequently, weakens the 
authority, and undermines the credibility of them all. 
In this article are two points more particularly proper 
for our inquiry : The great ſalvation, and the number 
of the ſuved. I] cannot but query, whether you be- 
heve the former, or rightly underſtand the latter? 
The great ſalvation, expreſſed in the following 
words z * The offering of CHRIST once made, is 
1 that perfect redemption, propitiation, and ſatisfac- 
k tion for all the fins of the whole world, both ori- 
* ginal and actual.“ If I take theſe words as I am 
enjoined, 1n the literal and matical ſenſe, I muſt 
believe, that CH R 1ST engaged to fatisfy offended 
Juitice, for every ſin which I have committed, or thall 
ts; tins ets IE 
ſus have at thi hour : . | wo 
on my 10 1 5 our; but both were equally laid up- 
: Having undertaken this greateſt of all works, I 
* that he fully accompliſhed it; and actu- 
* atisfied for all my tranſgreſſions, of every kind 
. e date. A poſſibility, or mere chance of being 
= emed, can never be reckoned a perfect redemp- 
aon; neither would our SAVIOUR have paid down 
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much leſs would he have paid an immenſe, an infinite 
price, upon a bare uncertainty, whether it ſhould 
take an ellect, or ever obtain its deſired end:—T believe 
therefore, that the ſatisfaftion is made for me ; that 
G O D has received the all- ſufficient atonement in be- 
half of all my provocations; and that there is no more 
ground of condemnation for me a vile ſinner, than 
there is room for the proſecution of an inſolvent, all 
whoſe debts are defrayed, even to the very laſt mite. 

The number of the ſaved, expreſſed in thoſe words 
the /ins of the whole world. This 1 acknowledge to be 
the language of ſcripture; and I promiſe myſelf you 
will bear with me, while 1 offer my thoughts concern- 
ing the occaſion and the import of ſuch language. 

n the antediluvian and patriarchal ages, the LORD 
JEHOVAH confined his favour to a few particular 
families. When he formed his ae into a common- 
wealth, he choſe them to himſelf, and ſeparated them 
from all other nations. To them he gave his oracles, 
his ordinances, and his covenants ; yea, he honoured 
and indulged them with his divine preſence : In this 
the Iſraelites gloried ; they appropriated this privilege 
to themſelves, and held other people at a diſtance, 
looking upon them as ſtrangers, and without G O D 
in the world ; hence that choſen ſeed ſpares not to ſay, 
&« We are thine; thou never bareſt rule over them; 
ee they were not called by thy name.” At the com- 
mencement of the MESSIAH's kingdom, the 
LORD purpoſed to cange the ſcene, and vary the 
diſpenſation, by admitting both Jes and Gentiles, to 
an interelt in the great ſalvation ; as they were equal- 
ly chargeable with fin, and equally liable to the curſe, 
they ſhould now ſtand upon a level, be equally ſha- 
rers in that divine SAVIOUR, who ſubmits to be 
made fin, and to be made a curſe for both alike. 
This the HOLY GHOST exprelsly and repeatedly 
promiſed, He (that is, the REDEEMER which is 
to come) /hall ſpeak peace unto the Heathen ; his domi- 
nion ſhall be from jea even to ſea, and from the river even 
to the end of the earth. 

Notwithſtanding ſuch prophecies, and ſuch promi- 
ſes, our LORD himſelf, when he entered upon his 
miniſtry, acted a diſcriminating part, and kept up the 
partition-wall ; in purſuance of that declaration, I am 
not ſent, but unto the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael. 
When he ſent forth his diſciples to preach and to teach, 
he gave them alſo a command to ſhew the ſame parti- 
al regard; Go ye not into the way of the Gentiles. This 
conduct of our LORD, both under the Old Teſta- 
ment and the New, contirmed the Fes in their ſelf- 
flattering notion, that they were, and ever ſhould be, 
a favourite nation, and a peculiar people. The Gentiles, 
on the other hand, were no leſs diſcouraged ; appre- 
hending, that as they were, ſo they ever ſhould be, a- 
liens from the commonwealth of Ifrael. But in order to 
convince the Fews of their miſtake, in claiming the 
blefling of Abraham to themſelves, and in order to 
aflure the poor diſcarded Gentiles that they ſhould be 
fellow-heirs and of the ſame body; our L ORD, in his 
laſt charge to his apoſtles, alters the ſtyle of his com- 
miſhon, and enlarges the ſphere of their ſeveral de- 
partments. It is now no longer, Go not into the way 
of the Gentiles ; but quite the reverſe, Go teach all na- 
tions, all the world, yea, and every creature; Whoſoevet 
believeth, whether Few or Gentile, all be ſaved. 

Still the Jes were hardly induced to give the right 
hand of fellowſhip to their brethren the Gentites—koc 
St Peter cries, with ſome indignation ; Not fo, LORD. 
Still the Gentiles, hardly perſuaded that they ſhould 
be partakers of the grace, reaſoned againſt themſelves; 
The LORD heath utterly ſeparated me from his people. 
Therefore the LORD, to intercept all the-deſponding 
objections of the latter, and to bring down the high 
dilddainful imaginations of the former, declares in a 
variety of places, that the difference no longer ſubſiſts, 
that CHRIST has thrown down the partition -wall, 
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and laid all plain, and common, and free. — Though 
the giving of the law pertained to Vael only, the 
LORD FESUS _ himſelf a ranſom for 4 LI. 
PEOHG LEH. Though the paſchal lamb extended its 
influence only to the circumciſion, the LAMB of 
60D is a 1 for the fins of the whole world, 
even though it be not circumciſed. And now GOD 
would have all men, whether bond or free, Fews or 
Gentiles, Greeks or Barbarians, to be ſaved, by coming 
unto the knowledge of the faith. 

This account gives us the true cauſe, and points 
out the intended uſe, of ſuch univerſal phraſes. They 
are calculated to abate the pride of the Jews, to en- 
courage the deſpiſed Gentiles ; and by excluding none, 
they give encouragement for all to come, becauſe, 
though every individual perſon will not be ſaved, yet 
whoſoever cometh ſhall in no wiſe be caſt out. By this in- 
terpretation, the phraſe is neither inconſiſtent with 
other texts, neither does our church contradict herſelf. 

Upon the whole, you will pleaſe to obſerve, that 1 
ſhould never have touched upon this ſubject, had not 
your objections, far fetched and forced as they are, 

iven me a kind of challenge. And nowl have touched 
upon the ſubject, it is not as a champion for the cauſe, 
but only to ſhew the weakneſs and the inconſiſtency 
of your arguing, how little you avail yourſelf even on 
a point, where you think ' oppoſition vain, and your 
arm irreſiſtible. 

„ Bclievers, who are notorious tranſgreſſors in 
« themſelves, have a ſinleſs obedience in CHRIST,“ 
this paſſage you ſelect as faulty, I preſume, becauſe it 
is oppolite to your favourite tenet, ** perfection in per- 
« ſonal holineſs.” - By notorious, I mean acknowledged, 
confeſſed, indiſputably ſuch. If you are not fuch a 
tranſgreſſor, why do you daily confeſs yourſelt © a 
„ miſerable ſinner ? Why do you acknowledge, that 
you are“ tied and bound with the chain of your ſins;“ 
and declare before all men, that“ there is no health 
« in you?” All this Mr Weſley ſpeaks with his lips, 
and, 1 would hope, believes in his heart. Yet all this 
does not amount © to a netorious tranſgreſſor. Pray 
then, good Sir, inform us, what fort of tranſgreſſor 
is deſcribed by all theſe expreſſions, | 

You cry out, O ſyren ſong !” The pſalmiſt would 
have taught you a better exclamation. If this 1s the 
caſe, /et us rejoice with trembling.—Are we notorious 
tranſgreſſors in ourſelves? The conſciouſneſs of this is 
the ſtrongeſt motive to humility. —Have we a ſinleſs 
obedience in CHRIST? The belief of this is an 
abundant ſource of joy. When you add, © Pleaſing 
« ſound to James Wheatly / Thomas Williams ! James 
« Reily!/” J am quite aſhamed of your meanneſs, 


%%% 


and grieved at your uncharitable raſhneſs. How un- 


worthy is ſuch a procedure, either of the gentleman, 
the Chriſtian, or the man of ſenſe! Unworthy the 
gentleman, to ſtigmatize by name, and expoſe to the 
moſt public infamy. Unworthy the CHriſtian, whoſe 
charity concealeth, rather than divulgeth and pro- 
claimeth upon the houſe-tops.— Unworthy the man of 
ſenſe, who knows that the miſcarriages of a profeſſor 
are no argument againſt the ſoundneſs of a doctrine. 
If they were, would not your own principles totter ? 
Nay, how could Chriſtianity itſelf ſtand ? 

- Elijah failed in his reſignation, and even Moſes him- 
ſelf ſpake unadviſedly with his lips. © It 1s true,” 
ſays Mr Weſley. © But if you could likewiſe fix ſome 
c blot upon venerable Samuel, and beloved Daniel, it 
«© would prove nothing.” 
blot ; but if I find it in the moſt accomptſhed charac- 
ter, this proves the propoſition, which 4/pafio main- 
tains; „ That the very beſt of men fall thort ; that 
« the very beſt of men will be found guilty, if tried 
« by the righteous law :— That the very beſt of men 


I have no deſire to fix a 


have nothing more to plead for acceptance with the. 


« HIGH and HOLY one, than the criminal, who 
<« yeſterday murdered his benefactor, to-morrow is 
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« to be executed for his crime, and is now 
the redemption that is in CHRIST Fig 
e the chief of ſinners.“ 

« No ſcripture teaches that the holineſs of 
is to be meaſured by that of any Fe.” 
be afraid to advance ſuch a poſition, after hay 
that general exhortation, Be ye followers of f 
through faith and patience mherit the promiſes . 
the ane 8 references to the — Kin 
compriſed in the eleventh chapter to the Hebrews, 0 
not they Fews* Does not the apoſtle propoſe thn 
patterns for our imitation? Is not this his lan "7 
Let us act in conformity to their practice? Je fora 
of CHRIST was in them; and © they cba! 
* (even from the ſupreme J U D GE) a good report.“ 
Agreeably to this divine teſtimonial, we are directed 
to learn from Abel, a fiduciary dependence on the 
great atonement ; and from Enoch, a life of commy. 
nion with a reconciled G O D. The prophets are re. 
commended to our contemplation, as examples of 
<« ſuffering affliction, and of patience.” Elijah is ſet 
before us as an inſtance of perſevering and ſucceſs 
prayer: and we are directed to walk in the ſteps of 
our father Abraham's faith. This was the counſel of 
an apoſtle to others; this was the aim of an apoſtle 
with regard to himſelf; therefore I think, it can 
never be unworthy of you, or unfit for the moſt 
advanced among your diſciples. For my part, | 
ſhall reckon myſelf truly happy; I ſhall bleſs the day 
whereon I was born; if I may but be enabled to fol. 
low the footſteps of theſe illuſtrious leaders, though 

— — non paſſibus æquis. 

That Chriſtians ought to riſe above the level of the 
common 7eus, 1 freely own. Mr Weſley's miſtake 
ſeems to he in confounding the common with the 1. 
common, in not diſcerning the difference between ary 
and every; between ſome and all, Some Jews were 
blefſed with extraordinary endowments ; they had dif. 
tinguiſhed communications of the ſpirit of wiſdom and 
holineſs. They were as the“ ſtones of a crown, lift- 
« ed up as an enſign upon his land.” Their great a. 
chievements and eminent attainments are deſcribed in 
the aforementioned chapter, which may truly be ſtyled 
the golden legend; great things impoſſible to fleſh and 
blood, they both performed and ſuffered ; ſuch 28 
characteriſe a ſaint of the higheſt rank. — To imitate 
theſe, is the duty of all Chriſtians ; to equal them, is 
the privilege of few. 

Let me illuſtrate this ſentiment ; the reader, I ap- 
prehend, will hardly think it needs confirmation. E- 
very graduate in the univerlity, much more every 
miniſter of the goſpel, ought to exceed the ſchoolboy 
and knowledge.—Yet there have been 
ſchoolboys with whom few miniſters, and fewer gra- 
duates, will venture to compare themſelves. A re- 
cent inſtance of this kind, we have in the famous 
Baratier. This wonderful youth when he was but 
four years old, ſpoke French to his mother, Latin to 
his father, High Dutch to his maid. At the age of ſix, 
he explained the Hebrew text, as ready as if it had 
been his native German. When other lads are ſcarce 
able to read with fluency and propriety their mother- 
tongue, he was not only acquainted with, but maſter 
of five ſeveral languages. In his eleventh year he pu- 
bliſhed a learned Latin diſſertation, and tranſlated 2 
book of travels out of Hebrew into French. While 3 
mere boy he was qualified to diſpute with profeflors 
of the ſciences, was honoured with a ſeat at an ec- 
cleſiaſtical ſynod, and admitted to the degree of doc- 
tor in philoſophy. Upon this narrative I ſhall only 
obſerve, that many of the Fews, whoſe names are im. 
mortalized in ſcripture, were, in faith, in godline\, 
and all that is exemplary, ſo many Baratiers. f 
Do not the beſt of men frequently feel diſorder in 
« their affections? Do they not often complain, When 
« I would do good, evil is preſent with me?” - 
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i 2 What a f is here! How we 
p 8 ice! which] is to control the current 
a over- rule the evidence of ancient and modern 
* But why don't you believe what A/pafio ſup- 
ſes? Is your diſbelief grounded on fact? Are you 
acquainted with any people, who feel no diſorder in 
their affections? who always do good in the comple- 
teſt manner? and never have evil preſent with them ? 
If ſo, what are their names? where do they live? 
We would go many miles to ſee them. You have no 
averſion to the mention of names, when cenſure is 
the motive, and public diſgrace the effect ; why thould 
ou be ſo rents * — and diſtinguiſhed 
ould be the conſequence! 
1 * not ſay, We —— being burdened with the 
workings of inbred corruption? * This is not the 
« meaning of the text. The whole context ſhews 
« the — of that groaning was their longing to be 
« with CHRIST.“ You need not on this occaſion 
rummage the context, or take a journey to find what 
is at your door. The ſentence itſelf ſhews, as plainly 
as words can ſhew, the cauſe of their groaning. We 
groan, it is not ſaid becauſe we long to be with 
CHRIST. This might be a truth; but this is not 
the cauſe aſſigned, We groan becauſe we are bur- 
dened.” Burdened with what? Aſpaſis anſwers with a 
body of fin and death, or with what the apoſtle him- 
ſelf ſtyles ro #»199, This, whatever it means, was the 
load that encumbered them, oppreſſed them, and made 
them ſigh ardently for deliverance. Does not this 
ſignify all the infirmities and diſorders of the preſent 
mortal ſtate? Among which the ſad effects of inbred 
corruption, are none of the leaſt. Theſe gave thoſe 
magnanimous, but pious ſouls, more uneaſineſs than 
all other kinds of affliction whatever *. 
The cure of fin will be perfected in heaven. Nay, 
« ſurely in paradiſe. —4ſpaſio knows no difference be- 
tween paradiſe and heaven. Paradiſe is the kingdom 
where CHRIST reigns; and is not this heaven ? 
Paradiſe is the region where the tree of life grows; 
and is not this heaven? Heaven denotes the place; 
paradiſe deſcribes its nature, a place of conſummate 
bliſs and abſolute perfection, where is the fulneſs of 
joy and pleaſure for evermore.—However, if it can 
* roved, that they are different abodes, and imply 
diffrent ſtates +; then Aſpaſio would be underſtood 
to ſay, the cure of fin is completed in | quran or as 
ſoon as the believer drops his fleſh, and enters the in- 
viſible world. 
This (a perfect conformity to G O D) is a noble pre- 
rogative of the beatiſic viſion. “ No;“ ſays Mr We- 


| ſley. Though St John, one would think, had ſettled 


and aſcertained this point beyond all contradiction 
We ſhall be dike him, for wwe ſhall fee him, as he is.— 
* We ſhall,” which intimates, that at preſent we are 
not perfectly like him For,“ which denotes the ef- 
licient cauſe of this advancement and felicity; this 


* « We groan, being burdened, with a ſenſe of our ſpiri- 


W © ful infirmities, and with the workings of inbred corruption.“ 


This is Aſpaſuo's interpretation. We groan, being burdened 
** with numberleſs infirmities, temptations, and fins.” This is 
Mr Weſley's interpretation, in his Expoſitory notes on the New 
Teſtament. Yet here he denies what there he affirms. —It is 
ſaid, I think of Iſhmael ; His hand will be again(t every man. 
Mr Weſley goes a ſtep farther. His hand is againſt him/elf, as 
well as againſt every body elſe. | 
+ St Paul, I am aware, ſpeaks of heaven and ſpeaks of 
paradiſe, 2 Cor. xii. 2. 4. 80 does David ſpeak of rijing up 
into the hill of the LO R D, and of flanding in his holy place. 
But as the ſame thing, though varionfly expreſſed, is meant 
by the pſalmiſt, 1 think we may not unreaſonably underſtand 
the apofle in the ſame manner. If they had been different 
abitations, methinks he would have mentioned paradiſe firſt, 
and then the third heavens, Otherwiſe he tells the ſtory but 


3 awkwardly ; for he firſt mentions his arrival at the third heavens, 
aud then at paradiſe ; that is, according to Mr Weſley ; firſt he 


"aq led into the preſence, and then introduced to the antecham- 
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complete transformation into the divine image We 
&« ſhall ſee him, no longer through a glaſs, but face 
to face, We ſhall receive the cleareſt manifeſtation of 
his ineffable holineſs and glory, which will have juſt 
the ſame effect upon our ſouls as the imprinted ſeal 
has upon the melting wax. PET 

« It would then come too late. If ſin remains in 
« us till the day of judgment, it will remain in us 
& for ever.” You ſuppoſe, that the beatific viſion is 
not enjoyed till the day of judgment. But in this 
you ſeem to err, not knowing the ſcripture. I have 
a deſire, ſays the apoſtle, fo be diſſolved. And what 
is the conſequence, the immediate conſequence of 
diſſolution? To be with CHRIST; in his preſence ; 
before his throne; and 1s not this the beatific viſion ? 
Willing (ſays the ſame inſpired writer) to be abſent from 
the body, and preſent with the LORD. Here is no 
hint of any intermediate ſtate, but the very moment 
in which the ſaints depart from their bodies, they are 
preſent with the LORD; and if with the LORD, 
then in the higheſt heavens; then at the fountain- 
head of felicity ; then amidit the beatific viſion. —To 
heaven Elijah was conveyed in his fiery chariot ; and 
into heaven the firſt martyr was received by his com- 
paſſionate SAVIOUR. Neither of them waited in 


ſome intervening manſion, as a kind of /obby to the 


heaven of heavens. This is the Popiſhꝭ notion, and 
very cloſely connected with the chimera of purgatory 
ſo cloſely connected, that if you take away the former, 
the latter drops into nothing. I am ſorry, your opi- 
nions, Sir, are ſo much like the errors of the man of 
ſin. 
Our preſent bleſſedneſs does not conſiſt in being free 
from ſin. I really think it does.” Spoke like Mr 
Weſley. © I think,” 1s ſtill the argumentum palmarium. 
„ I think,” is the heavy artillery, which is to demo- 
liſh brigades at a blow ; only here it is ſtrengthened 
and enforced by that emphatical word “ really.” — 
But if our preſent bleſſedneſs does really conſiſt in be- 
ing free from ſin, where are your bleſſed perſons? We 
may truly ſay, 


Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vaſto. Vigs. 


No; this can hardly be ſaid. Virgil's deſcription is too 
full ; inſtead of ſeeing a very few, here and there one, 
popping up their heads, in the great and wide ocean 
of the world, we are not able to find ſo much as an 
individual. Shew us one, only one of theſe angels in 
Heſh and blood, and it ſufficeth us. Whereas, if you 
perſiſt in maintaining your finle/s perfection, yet cannot 
produce a ſingle 2: Nay to exemplity your notion, 
will you not give too juſt a handle for that ſarcaſtic 
refleftion, uſed on another occaſion ? 


With witneſſes many this cauſe did abound, | 
With ſome that were hang'd, and ſome that were drown'd, 
And ſome that were loſt, and ſome never found. 


Theſe are Aſpafio's words—* It (our preſent imper- 
« fection) perpetually reminds us of a moſt important 
ce truth, that our preſent bleſſedneſs conſiſts, not in 
« being free from all fin, but in having no ſin impu- 
« ted to us.” He took particular care to guard hi 
meaning from miſconſtruction, by adding the — 


all : left this word, becauſe it is little of ſtature, ſhould 


be overlooked, he printed it in [talics. But all this 
precaution is thrown away upon Mr We/lzy. He takes 
no notice of this ſame little word; nay, he ſhuts it 
entirely out of his quotation ; as though he ſhould 
fay, „ Where is the harm of clapping under the 
« hatches ſuch a puny inſignificant monoſyllable? 1 
« would have it to know, I ſhall ere long turn adrift 
« more plump and portly words than that.” 

Aſpajio alſo took care to confirm his ſentiments by a 
reference to ſcripture; he ſupported himſelf by the au- 


thority of King David. Mr We/ley having a little while 
ago laboured to depretiate, now ventures to contra- 


- 


-P 


412 


dict the royal pſalmiſi. Bleſſed (ſays the pſalmiſt) is 
the man—who is free from fin? who is perfectly ſanc- 
tified ? This is not the doctrine which the ſweet finger 
of Iſrael teaches ; but bleſſed is he, whoſe tran; rein 
is forgiven, whoſe ſin is covered. Deeply . and 
quite charmed with the contemplation of this moſt 
ſubſtantial happinoſs, the ſacred writer proclaims it; re- 
peats it; yes, a third time he celebrates it; crying out 
with ardour of joy, Bleſſed is the man, unto whom the 
LORD imputeth no iniquity x. Neither that iniquity 
which was formerly committed, nor that which till 
defiles +. Bleſſed indeed! May I live under a firm 
perſuaſion of my own particular intereſt in this un- 
ſpeakable privilege? May I find it made good to my 
ſoul, at the univerſal judgment! Then let others take 
the kingdoms of this world, and all the glory of them. 
And as for Aſpaſio, he may reckon his credit ſafe, 
and his opinion fully authoriſed, while he eſpouſes the 
doctrine, and uſes the very words of the unerring 
SPIRIT. 

« If we arc not free from ſin, we are not Chriſtian 
<« helievers.”-— What an aſſertion is here! Aſſertion, 
for I dare not call it a fruth.—If it was, who then 
could be faved? Not one of a thouſand ; not two of 
a million; no, nor Mr Fohn Weſley himſelf, ſince out 
of his own mouth he ſtands condemned. He makes 
this acknowledgment concerning himfelf and his fol- 
lowers, We | by . experience what 
« jt is to neglect works of righteouſneſs.” To corro- 
borate his confeſſion, he adds, We know and feel 
« by melancholy experience, what it is to ſwerve from 
e our firſt love. We feel by experience.” —He is 
willing to run the hazard of tautology, rather than 
any ſhould ſuſpect the ſincerity and truth of his pro- 
teſtation,—And can you after ſuch a confeſſion, after 
ſuch a proteſtation, pretend to be free from fin ? Is all 
this which you know of yourſelf, and feel by experi- 
ence, conſiſtent with a ſinleſt ſtate? Juſt as much as a 
lethargy is conliſtent with the vigour of health, or a 
ſhameful fight with a glorious victory. See, Sir, how 
you are entangled in your own net; how, without 
being chaſed by an enemy, you run yourſelf aground. 
Nor will all your dexterity, ſo long as you avow ſuch 
palpable inconſiſtencies, be able to fet you clear. 

You attempt to confirm your opinion by the apo- 
ſtle's declaration; Being made free from fin.—But he 
and you mean different * by the ſame words. — 
He mearts being freed from the dominion of ſin.— This 
is agreeable to his own explanation; Sin ( wp) ſhall 
not lord it over you;—it may aſſault you; it may Ha- 
raſs you ; it may gain ſome advantage over you ; but 
it ſhall not obtain a frat victory, nor play the tyrant 
over you. To the expedience and neceſſity of this 
freedom, if ever we would approve ourſelves diſciples 
of CHRIST, or Chriſtians indeed, I readily ſub- 
ſcribe: whereas, you mean being free from the very 
remainders of ſin. Having a purity*” (tis your own 
explanation) © free from all mixture of its contrary, 
and a reſignation excluding every degree of {elt- 
« will.” Againſt the exiſtence, or the poſſibility of 
this freedom, ſo long as we ſojourn in a body of fleſh, 
I enter my proteſt. 

If we were perfect in piety, CHRIS T's prieſtly 
office would be fuperſeded. © No, we ſhould ſtill 
« need his Spirit, and conſequently his interceſſion.” 
But were we perfect, we ſhould. receive the Spirit 
without an interceffor.—An interceſſor implies an ali- 
enation between the two parties; or ſomething which, 


without the intervention of a third perſon, would 


create alienation, —The prieſtly office, whether of at- 
oning, or of interceding, is founded on a ſtate of 
guilt ; to this it bears an eſſential and invariable rela- 


..* P/al. xxxii. 1. 2. Should any objection ariſe from the 
next ſentence, the reader may ſee it anticipated, and ſuperſeded, 
in Theron and Aſpaſio, p. 1 77: of this edition. 

a + Pal. xv. 3. 
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conclude, all that you build upon it to be chimerical 


came; not the r:ghteoufneſs, by which they reign in 


Lr. Ix. 
tion. Does CHRIST exerciſe his prieſt 

behalf of angels? No, becauſe they 2. — * 
and are perfect in holineſs.— Will CHRIST — 
his prieſtly office, when all his ſaints are received = 
glory ? No, becauſe then there will be an abſolue 
conſummation both in body and foul, both in fiele 
teouſneſs and happineſs, and the mediatorial kin 98 q 
be delivered up to the FATHER.—DidCH Ry 97 
exerciſe his prieſtly oſſice before Adam fell? No be 
cauſe ſin had no exiſtence then, and then the langua 
was, Let man be bleſſed ; not, Deliver him fron np 
dewn into the pit. Cp 

The objections laid to my charge in this par 

and the 3 ſide of the Laf, . »ll — 
vourite notion; OVID of holineſs, even while we 
continue in houſes of clay. As I look upon your 
foundation to be a mere deluſion, I muſt of courſe 


and delufory ; teretore, till you prove your ſuppoj. 
tion, I have no reaſon to concern myſelf with any of 
your conſequences deduced from it, or with any of 
your allegations relating to it. On one clauſe, how. 
ever, let me beſtow a flight animadverſion. 

Aſpaſio lays, a ſenſe of remaining inbred corruption 
will reconcile us to death; Mr Weſley replies, “ In. 
„ deed it will not: nor will any thing do this like 
* perfect love.” —Here I think you have miſſed the 
mark. Nothing can reconcile us to death but that 
which takes away its ſting ; and this is done only by 
the atonement of CHRIST. Nothing can reconcile 
us to death but that which delivers us from its terror; 
and this is effected only by the ſacrifice of our great 
HIGH PRIEST, which has converted the king 
of terrors into a meſlenger of peace: nothing can re- 
concile us unto death, but that which makes it de- 
ſirable to depart, and gain to die; and this is owing, 
wholly owing to him who died for us, that whether 
we wake or lleep, we ſhould live together with him, 

Old Simeon found, that nothing could reconcile him 
to death, ſo much as a believing view of the LORD 's 
CHRIST. Seeing G OD made fleth ; ſeeing him as 
his own SAVIOUR, he was enabled not only to 
acquieſce in the ſummons, but to welcome it as a de- 
liverance.—He was enabled to ſay with compoſure, 
and complacency, LORD, now letteſt thou thy ſervart 
depart in peace—Not becauſe I am weary of this im- 
perfect ſtate; not becauſe I am perfect in divine love; 
but becauſe mine eyes have feen thy ſalvation. —Though 
you may not like to imitate a Few, I moſt heartily with 
for myſelf, Let me die the death of this moſt venerable 
Hebrew, and let my latter end be like his! 

If you ſtill perſiſt in your opinion, that nothing can 
reconcile you to diſſolution hke the imagined perfection 
of your love, not the ble, by which the faints over. 


life ; not the grace and power, which have ſwallowed 
up death in victory; I muſt then cantion you to take 
heed leſt you —_ or attempt to croſs the river, il 
the boat of vain confidence. You have abridged, if | 
miſtake not, the Pilgrim's Progreſs, therefore can be 
at no loſs to underitand my meaning. ' | 
One clauſe, I ſaid, — but I correct myſelf. —There i 
another, ſo very extraordinary, that you might juſt; 
charge me with inattention little ſhort of ſtupidity, if 
I ſhould paſs it over without notice. Theſe are the 
words, —* If we were perfect in piety, (St John's word 
«' is perfect in love), we ſhould ſtill be encompalied 
% with infirmities, and liable to miſtakes, from which 
« words or actions might follow, even though the 
« heart was all love, which were not exactly right- 
This is ſtrange ! wondrons ſtrange indeed Perfect, 
yet © encompaſſed with infirmities!“ Perfect,“ y* 
4 doing actions, and ſpeaking words not exact 
« right ” You are as ſingular in your idea, as you #* 
ſtrenuous for the doctrine of perfection. I know vd 
any Proteſtant writer that pretends to maintain U* 


8 — ww OO wy 2 


1 a. £ * 
„ 


| living, but 


LE T's IX. 


If only excepted ; and as to the former, 
Fink K bool —— Ss into the head of any thing 
4 Mr Wefley's only. Perfect, “ yet encom- 
aﬀ-ed with infirmities,” is juſt as ſound divinity, 
as true, yet addicted to lying, is ſound morality. 
This is not the worſt property of your notion of 
ection, that it 18 na gs and ae A 
; may be ab/urd, yet not very pernicious. But 
CO pi of m od 4 malignant kind. This was 
it the bottom of the Phariſees pride, and ſpirited them 
on to ſeek juſtification by the works of the law. They 
knew full well, that their obedience was not com- 
lete, it did not come up to their ſacred and exalted 
ſtandard; but they had learned to ſoften and extenuate 
their diſobedience, into matters © not exactly right.” 
This is the cauſe, why people profeſſing Chriſtia- 
nity, ſce no form or comelineſs in CHRIST, ſo as 
to defire him, with deſires that cannot be uttered. *Tis 
true they are not perfect, they often offend; but then 
the offences are only human znfirmities ; words and 
actions “ not right.” With this, which E 
indeed“ the ſyren ſong,” they lull their ſouls into 
an inſenſibility of their ruined ſtate, and a diſregard 
of the all- ſuſſicient REDEEMER. i 
Curſed (ſays the law) is every one, that continueth net 
in all things, whether they be great or ſmall. —And 
will you regard that as a mere infirmity, and conſiſt- 
ent with perfection, on which the divine law denoun- 
ces a curſe ?. which the divine law threatens with all 
miſery here, and with everlaſting vengeance hereat- 
ter? The apoſtle would probably chaſtiſe the author 
or abettor of ſuch a conceit, in the following man- 
ner: „ Wilt thou know, O vain man, that what 
« thou calleſt a matter not exactly right,” is moſt 
« horribly odious in the eye of G O D*s infinite pu- 
« rity ; deſerves eternal death in the eſtimate of his 
« infinite juſtice ; and could never have been pardon- 
« ed but by the atoning death of his infinitely-ma- 
& jeſtic Son!“ 7 & 2 
« Encompaſſed with inſirmities, yet the heart all 
« love! Words and actions not exactly right, yet the 
« man all perfection!“ Theſe are all paradoxes which 
I never ſaw equalled, only in the writings of ſome 
high-flown Papiſts. Mr Weſley's words are not far 
from a tranſlation ; they are, to a nicety, the ſenſe of 


thoſe very offenſive paſſages which I meet with in a 


couple of Popiſh zealots. Andradius, interpreter of 
the council of Trent, writes thus; “* Vemialia pec- 
« cata tam ſunt minuta et levia, ut non adverſentur 
cc perfectioni charitatis, nec impedire poſſunt per- 
« fectam aut abſolutam obedientiam.”” — Lindenus, 
another champion for the ſame had cauſe, expreſſes 
himſelf in a more elegant, but in no leſs ſhocking 
a manner. © +4 Levicula vitiola lapſuum quotidia- 
„ norum, aſpergines et nævulæ ſunt : quæ per ſe 
non maculant et contaminant, ſed quaſi pulviſ- 
e culo leviter aſpergunt vitam Chriſtianam : ut ni- 
“ hilominus tamen per ſe fint perfecta, et undique 
“ immaculata renatorum opera in hac vita.” — If 
Mr Weſley pleaſes to conſider theſe paſſages, I hope, 
he will be induced to alter his phraſe, and rectify 


his notions. If he pleaſes to tranſlate theſe paſſages, 


his followers may have an eee of ſeeing, 
how nearly he approaches to ſome of the worſt er- 
rors of Popery; and may hence be admoniſhed not 


* Venial fins are ſo, minute and trivial, that they do not 
Oppoſe the perfection of our love, nor can they hinder our o- 
bedience from being abſolutely perfect. 3 
1 The little trifling faults which are owing to our daily ſlips 
or miſtakes, are like f. pecks, or almoſt imperceptible moles up- 
on the body, which of themſelves do not ſtain or defile : but 


as it were, with ſmall particles of fine duſt, lightly ſprinkle 


the Chriſtian life ; ſo that nevertheleſs the works of the rege- 
nerate may be of themſelves perfect, and in all reſpects imma- 
culate, even in this life. 
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to imbibe, without due examination, his doctrines; 
nor ſubmit, with an implicit credulity, to his dictates. 

The charges of the law are all anſwered.” —At 
this ſentence Mr Weſley is highly offended. As the 
lion is ſaid to laſh himſelf into rage, ſo my objector 
ſtirs himſelf up into a graceful indignation ; ſtirs him- 


ſelf, for there is nothing in the paſſage, or in the con- 


text, to awaken ſuch a flame of zeal. If Mr. Weſley 
had underſtood Aſpaſio, according to the whole tenor 
of his diſcourſe, there would have been no room for 
bringing Count Zinzendorf upon the carpet, nor for 
making that injurious concluſion, Then neither G O D 
nor man can claim any obedience to the law.—This is 
what Aſpaſio means: The claims of the law, as a cove- 
nant of works ;—the claims of the law, as being the 
condition of life and glory ;—the claims of the law, 
as requiring perfect obedience on pain of eternal death 
theſe claims are all ſatisfied by our moſt bleſſed and 
gracious SURETY,.—lf not, they are ſtill incumbent 
upon us, and upon every child of man. A burden 
this, which neither we nor our fathers were able to bear, 
which, heavier than the ſands of the ſea, would have 
ſunk us all into the nethermoſt hell.—This doctrine, 
therefore, is not * Antinomianiſm without a maſk ;** 
but it is the doctrine of righteouſneſs without works X, 
and of juſtification without the deeds of the law +. 

„ Then neither G O D nor man can claim any obe- 

„ dience to the law.” Yes, GOD Almighty may, 
and G O D Almighty does claim our obedience to the 
law ; as a rule of life, he requires a conformity to its 
precepts, as to the image of himſelf; he demands a 
performance of its duties, as the means of bringing 
glory to his name, and paying ſubmiſſion to his au- 
thority. And none will be ſo readily diſpoſed, none 
will be ſo effectually enabled, to obey the whole law, 
as thoſe who ſee themſelves made righteous by the 
obedience of CARIST, who are thereby delivered 
from that tremendous curſe, denounced on all un- 
godlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men. 
Aſpaſio thus exhorts his friend, —Let me deſire you 
to imagine, rather may the bleſſed SPIRIT enable 
you to believe, that your ſins are expiated, through 
the death of FESUS CHRIST ; that a righteouſ- 
neſs 1s given you, by virtue of which you may have 
free and welcome acceſs to G O D.—< This is not 
&« ſcriptural language,” ſays Mr Weſley. Therefore it 
cannot be ſound doctrine, is his way of arguing, 
Harmleſs enough I muſt own. But what follows is not 
quite ſo 67 = I would ſimply fay ;” and ſurely 
what I would ſay, muſt be unexceptionably right: This 
is the concluſion we are to make ; otherwiſe what 
you allege, is of no weight at all. — I would fimply 
„ ſay, By him we have acceſs to the FATHER.” 
This is, beyond all objection, proper.—lt is taken from 
the apoſtle, and it includes what A/paſio exprefſes.— 
The apoſtle's language is the ingot of gold; Aſpaſio's 
ſentiment is a thread drawn, or a leaf beaten from it, 
Methinks, before I diſmiſs this topic, I would deſire 
ou to turn back a moment, and reconſider what you 
vis aſſirmed.— Your fins are expzated, is not this 
ſcriptural language ?—What elſe meaneth that expreſ 
ſion of the apoſtle ? Eic To iacxiode rag eprpling Tv nav. „ T0 
„make expiation for the ſins of the people . -A 
righteouſneſs is given you, is not this the ſcriptural 
way of ſpeaking? © 'They who receive the gift » 
ſhall reign in life. — . By which you 

« have free acceſi to GOD,” is not this both the dia- 
le, and the doctrine of the HOLY GHOST? « We 


% have acceſs with confidence (not through our punc- 


e tual performance of any conditions, but) through 
„the faith of him;” by a fiducial reliance on our 


oe Rom. iv. 6. + Rom. iii. 28. 
+ Heb, ii. 17. Ew re na,]. 4d expiare, i. e. ut expiaret 


peccata populi, quibus expiatis, Deus nobis redderetur propitius. 
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LORD's moſt precious obedience, blood, and me- 
rit. 

I have ſeen ſuch terrible effects of this unſcriptu- 
<« ral way of ſpeaking.” Here I fancy you lip into a 
little miſtake; you forgot the diſtinction between the 
uſe, and the abuſe of a doctrine, a diſtinction which you 
can eaſily make on other occaſions. You have doubt- 
leſs ſeen people, who uſe the moſt ſcriptural way of 
ſpeaking, yet act unſuitably to their language; what 
reflections aroſe in your mind, and what inference did 
you draw upon obſerving ſuch an inconſiſtency ? You 
ſaid perhaps, Their voice is Jacob's voice; but their 
«© hands are the hands of E/au.—Hence it appears, that 
e they are hypocrites. —They pretend one thing, and 
« are really another.” Make the fame reflection, and 
draw the {ime inference, when you hear people talk- 
ing of imputed righteouſneſs, yet ſee them looſing the 
reins to ungodlineſs; then you will be conſiſtent with 
yourſelf, and with truth; aſcribing the terrible effects, 
not to the wholeſome doctrine, but to the vitiated 
mind. 

Where ſin abounded, &c. Mr Weſley rejects 4ſpaſio's 
interpretation of this text, and offers one of his own; 
one, which he had given us a little while ago; and 
now ſerves a ſecond time, without any conſiderable va- 
riation, at our table.—l ſhall only refer the reader to 
page 409. where he will find this text conſidered, and 
Mr We/ley's expoſition canvaſſed. 

In this and the two following paragraphs you find 
fault with the phraſe zmputed ; yet you fay, Con- 
e cerning the thing there is no queſtion,” You would 
diſcard that particular form of expreſſion ; yet you 
add, „As to the doctrine we are agreed.” Then, ac- 
cording to your own confeſſion, all theſe your objec- 
tions are a mere ſtrife of words. Surely ſuch a man 
as Mr Weſley ſhould know how to make a better uſe 
of pen, ink, and paper, than to litigate about letters 
and ſyVables.—If I thought myſelf contending only 
about the moſt preciſely proper form of expreſſing the 
fame thing, I ſhould be aſhamed of my employ, and 
would this inſtant lay down my pen; whereas I ap- 
prehend, that we are not agreed as to doctrine, that 
there is a material and very wide difference between 
us. My opinion, or rather, my faith is, that our 
LORD's obedience to the moral law in profeſſed 
ſubmiſſion to its authority, and in exact conformity to 
its precepts ; his performance of all holy duties, and 
his exerciſe of all heavenly graces, that all this 1s a 
moſt eſſential and diſtinguiſhed part of his merit, that 
this is of higher dignity and greater value than the 
whole world, and all the righteouſneſs in it.— That 
the divine law is hereby more ſignally honoured, than 
it could have been honoured by the uninterrupted o- 
bedience of Adam and all his poſterity. —That GOD's 
juſtice, holineſs, truth, receive greater glory from 
theſe unparallelled acts of duty, than from all the ſer- 
vices of angels and men in their ſeveral wonderful 
orders; that this active righteouſneſs, together with 
his moſt meritorious /zferings, are the ground and 
cauſe of my acceptance with G OD, are the very 
thing which procures and effects my juſtification, ma- 
king me not barely acquitted from guilt, but truly 
righteous, yea, perfectly righteous, and that before 
the GOD of infinite penetration and purity.— This 
is a view of the doctrine, incomparably magnificent 
and inexpreſſibly comfortable. If you agree with your 
friend in all theſe particulars, ſpeak and write con- 
formably to ſuch agreement; then you will never a- 
gain hear from him in this manner, neither will he 

receive any more ſuch favours from you as the letter 
no under conſideration ; then we ſhall be perfectly 
joined together © in the ſame mind, and in the ſame 
judgment.“ | 


ed. Mr We/ey ſtill infiſts, and ſtill urges, + The au- 
« thority of our church (which Apaſio pleads) and of 
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Alas ! this union, I fear, is not ſo eaſily to be effect- 


Le T. IK; 
& thoſe eminent divines (whoſe teſtimon 
„ leges), does not 2 thoſe particular aft be 
«« expreſſion.” uſtiſication through imputed 5 of 
teouſneſs, or being made righteous through the «of 
dience of CHR1ST, I ſuppoſe are the forms of 4 
preſſion intended. Theſe, it ſeems, none of the 4 
tations confirm, eſtabliſh, no, nor touch, in Mr Welt 
opinion at leaſt ; but I am inclined to hope, that the 
generality of readers will be of a different perſuaſion. 
and allow that the quotations and the expreſſion? 
touch and reſemble one another, as much as the s 
of the cherubim in the ancient ſanctuary *. 85 
« Does not touch.” No! not yet? Then we muſt 
have recourſe to ſome other authority; and ſuch a on 
I have at hand as you would hardly venture, or ny 
with to gainſay; 1 mean the authority of Fohn Weſle 
M. A. who declares, in his expoſition of the Ne 
Teſtament —“ This is fully conliſtent with our being 
« juſtihed by the imputation of the righteoutne( gf 
«* CHRIST.” Now I ſhall only remonſtrate, in 
imitation of the apoſtle ; “If thou thyſelf uſeſt this 
% phraſe, why wouldſt thou compel others to lay it 
„ aſide? Or, why art thou diſpleaſed with others 
* for a practice which thou alloweſt in thyſelf ?” 
Surely you will not ſay, mprutation of righteouſneſ; 
is quite a different thing from 1mputed righteouſneſs.— 
Does not the former evidently include the latter? 
Can there be a proclamation of pardon, without + 
pardon proclaimed? Can there be the purchaſe of 
an eſtate, without an eſtate purchaſed ? or the impu- 
tation of righteouſneſs, without a righteouſneſs im- 
puted ? It others ſhould affect ſuch ſubtile and ſelf. 
deluding evalions, Mr We/tey cannot, Mr Weſley muſt 
not, he has precluded bimſelf; nay, he has, with his 
own mouth, given a verdict againſt himſelf, Js it 


not recorded 1n thoſe lines, ſubjoined to your cha- 
racter of a methodiſt ? 


Let faith and love combine 
To guard your valiant breaſt ; 
The plate be righteouſneſs divine, 
Imputed and impreſt. 


This imputed righteouſneſs was once a delightful theme; 
your ſong in the houſe of your pilgrimage. Why is 
it now a burthenſome ſtone, which you would fain 
thake off from yourſelf and others? Are you become 
rich in yourſelf, and increaſed with goods of your own 
acquiring? We know full well for what reaſon the 
phraſe and the doctrine are rejected, exploded, and re- 
proached by the Romi/þ ſuperſtition, becauſe they diſ- 
play, in the brighteſt light, the beauty of FREE race. 
'Fhey hold the door againſt all kind of human merit; 
they cut off every, the moſt diſtant pretenſion for 
glorying in man, and refer all the honour of falva- 
tion to FESUS CHRIST alone. Admit juſtifi- 
cation through the imputed righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 
and the grand bulwark, or the main pillar of Popery, 
falls to the ground; while a ſolid foundation is laid 
for that triumph and gratitude, expreſſed in the in- 
ſpired hymn, Let us be glad and rejoice exceedingly, 
but give the honour (all the honour) 4% HIM +. 

The righteouſneſs of GO P, fignities the righteouſ- 
nels which G O D-man wrought out. No;“ ſays 
Mr Wefley. Your reaſon, Sir, for this negative? A 
child may deny ; a man of judgment will diſprove.— 
Does not Mr Weſley diſprove, when he adds? * It 
A lignihes GO D's method of juſtifying ſinners.”— 
Juſt as forcibly as the. Jes diſproved the Meſſiab- 
„ ſhip of FESUS of Nazareth, when they cried, 
& 'Thou the MESSIAH! No; thou art a Samaritan, 
and haſt a devil.” What they alleged wanted a 
proof, altogether as much as what they denied.— 


* Both the cherubims were of one meaſute, and one ſize: 
and their wings touched one another in the midſt of the houſe. 
1 King) Vi. 25. 27. | | 

+ Rev. xix. 7. 
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What Mr Meſey here * is a thread - bare ohjection, 
Already conſidered, and already confuted. Yet, ſince 
. relates to a point of the utmoſt moment, and that 
hors is the main hinge of our controverſy, I ſhall 


deemed officious, if, as the ſhot has been once 
a8 n diſcharged, I once again lift up my ſhield a- 
FT righteouſneſs of GOD ſigniſies G O D's 
« method of juſtifying ſinners.” We have already 
ſhewn, how low-an interpretation this is; how inſipid 
in itſelf, and incompatible with the current language 
of ſcripture: on the other hand, how ſublime and 
conſolatory is the ſenſe which Aſpaſio gives! A righ- 
teouſneſs, which GOD HIMSELF has provided 
withont any co-operation from his creatures :—The 
righteouſneſs of that moſt exalted, yet moſt conde- 
ſcending SAVIOUR, who is GOD and man in 
one CHRIST, a righteouſneſs, dignified with all the 
perfections of the GO DHE AD, therefore worthy 
to be the comfort, the joy, the never - ceaſing boaſt of 
his people; and ſufficient, infinitely ſufficient, to ſave 
even the moſt vile, the molt baſe, the moſt deſperate- 
Iy ruined ſinners. ; 

This is a righteouſneſs, as much ſuperior to all hu- 
man attainments, to all angelic accompliſhments, as 
the heaven of heavens is higher than a clod of the 
valleys. —This is a righteouſneſs which could never 
have entered into the heart of man or angel to con- 
ceive, but will be the cauſe of their admiration, and 
the ſubject of their wonder to endleſs ages. This ſenſe 
fully accounts for thoſe rapturous expreſſions of the 
prophet, when ſpeaking of the all- ſurpaſſing gift, he 
thus addreſſes his fellow-ſinners ; Rejorce greatly, O 
daughter of Zion ; ſhout, O daughter of Feruſalem ; be- 
hold, thy King cometh unto thee ;—he is righteous, and 
having ſalvation. He is completely righteous in his 
nature, has fulfilled all righteouſneſs in his life and 
death, and has thereby obtained for thee, a full par- 
don, a finiſhed falvation, a ſure title to eternal glory. 
This accounts for thoſe more rapturous expreſſions 
of the ſacred writers, when, in the fervour of their 
gratitude, they call upon the whole creation to cele- 
hrate the goodneſs of the incarnate JEHOVAH. 
Sing, O ye heavens, for the LORD hath done it; ſhout, 
ye lower parts of the earth : break forth into ſinging, ye 


mountains; O foreſt, and every tree therein, for the 


LORD hath (in his own perſon, by his own obedi- 
ence and ſufferings) redeemed Facob, and glorified (not 
human abilities, not human works, but) him/elf, and 
his own righteouſneſs, in the reſtoration of //rael *. 
In ſhort, this is a righteouſneſs, which exalts GOD's 
juſtice ; which magnifies the law, diſplays all his aw- 
ful and amiable attributes in their fulleſt luſtre. — To 
contrive it, was unſearchable wiſdom ; to beſtow it, 
is invaluable treaſure. It anſwers, in the completeſt 
manner, all the grand and gracious purpoſes both of 
GOD's glory and of man's ſalvation. True goſpel 


. xliv. 23. Should any one ſay, Is this the ſenſe of the 
prophet ? I aſk, Is not this the fulleſt, grandeſt, divineſt ſenſe ? 
Is it not a ſenſe perfectly true? Is it not warranted by the go- 
ſpel-revelation ? Is it not demanded by that declaration of our 
SAVIOUR; They (the ancient ſcriptures) teſtiſy of me ? Some 
writers, I am aware, interpret this and other ſimilar paſſages, 
without taking in the unſpeakable bleſſings of CHRIST and 
his grace. But theſe interpreters ſeem to act a very injudici- 
ous, and no leſs unfaithful part. I will ſuppoſe them expound- 
ing and illuſtrating that great command of creating power, 
Let the earth bring forth graſs, and the herb yielding ſeed. — 
Will they model their expoſition, or fetch their illuſtration 
from what appears on. the ground in the barren month of De- 
cember ? Surely, if they have any taſte or judgment, they will 
form their comment, by the fertility, the plenty, the unbounded 
luxuriancy of April and May. There is much the ſame dif- 
ference between the righteouſneſs of an incarnate SAVIOUR 
and all other gifts of divine goodneſs, as there is between the 


vegetable productions of the vernal, and the almoſt total ſterility 
of the wintry months. 
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this! glad tidings indeed! an expedient for our reco- 
very greater than our hearts could wiſh We may 
truly ſay, while meditating on this gift of conſum- 
mate righteouſneſs; Where fin has abounded, grace has 
much more abounded. The bricks are fallen down, but 
the moſt glorious repairer of our breaches has built 
with hewn ſtone, Well might the apoſtle, having 
this ſupremely-excellent righteouſneſs in his view, 
look down with the moſt ſovereign contempt upon 
every other (cauſe of) confidence; upon every other 
object of truſt; and reckon them dro/s and dung.— 
Well might he declare that he would never be aſha- 
med of the goſpel, in which is this tranſcendently- 
noble righteouſneſs, in all its magnificence, riches, and 
lory. | 

A Do you think me rather too warm upon the ſubject ? 
Let me once again remit you to St Chry/o/tom ; read 
his expoſition of that charming ſentence, The righ- 
teouſneſs of G O D, nw, &c. This venerable father of 
the church ſpeaks the thing as it is. He does not 
mingle our wine with water, but gives us the genuine 
trath, and triumphs becauſe of the truth. 

The doctrine of an imputed righteouſneſs ſeems to 
have been typically taught, by the remarkable man- 
ner of clothing our firſt parents. All they could do 
tor their own recovery, was like the patched and beg- 
garly mantle of ſig- leaves; this they relinquiſh, and 
G OD himſelf furniſhes them with apparel ; animals 
are lain, not for food, but ſacrifice; and the naked 
criminals are arrayed with the ſkins of thoſe ſlaugh- 
tered beaſts. The victims figured the expiation made 
by CHRIST Is death, the c/oathing typified the impu- 
tation of his righteouſneſs. © That does not appear,” 
cries Mr Weſley. Aſpaſio has produced an authority 
from the famous Milton. I could reinforce it by ano- 
ther from the elegant Witfus. If you are not ſatisfied 
with cither, or both theſe teſtimonies, I will give you 
a reaſon for the ſentiment. The victims molt properly 
ſhadowed forth the expiation of guilt, by the Re- 
deemer's blood; becauſe it is the peculiar end of ſa 
crifice, to make atonement for ſins ; the cloathing moſt 
pertinently denoted the Saviour's righteouſneſs, which 
is deſcribed, both by the prophet and the apoſtle un- 
der this very image He hath covered me with the robe 
of righteouſneſs, ſays the prophet Iſaiah. The fine linen 
which arrays the bride of the Lamb, ig the perfect righ- 
teouſneſs of the ſaints *,—lays the beloved diſciple. It 
is like a royal veſture, or a rich ſuit of apparel, «por 
all them that believe, adds the apoſtle Paul. The im- 
partial reader, J promiſe myſelf, will allow theſe paſ- 
{ages, if not to be abſolutely deciſive, yet to have 


ſomewhat more weight, than that atom in your ſcale, 


* This does not appear.“ As for ſanctification, this 
may very reaſonably rank among the effects of being 
cleanſed by the blood, and adorned with the righ- 
teouſneſs of CHRIST. Theſe bleſſings produce peace 
of conſcience, and love of GO D. ſuſt as commo- 
dious cloathing produces warmth, and promotes health. 
And what is love of G O D, but holineſs of heart in 
the ſeed, and holineſs of life in the fruit ? 

As this (the nature of true holineſs) is a matter of 
the laſt importance; is a point, on which multitudes, 
I fear, are miſtaken ; I will leave it uppermoſt in your 
thoughts, in the reader's, and in thoſe of, Rev. Sir, 
your, Oc. | 


Neu. xix, 8. Ta Snawudle, being in the plural number, I 
think may be tranſlated, juftitia omnibus numeris abſoluta. A 
righteouſneſs of all kinds, and all degrees, or comprehending 
every kind, and defective in no degree. Would you ſee the 


beauty of this fine linen, or the wardrobe in which it is de- 


poſited, conſult /. xlv. 24. Theron and Aſpaſin, above, pug. 
262, where the paſſage is explained, with copiouſneſs and 
particularity; O! that it was alſo explained with a propriety 
and energy ſuitable to its eminent importance 


— 
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E are now entering upon a new province. 
Our buſineſs will be chiefly of the philelogical 
kind. We ſhall treat principally of words. But as 
they are the words which the HOLY GHOST 
teacheth, they are like the combs erected in yonder 
hive. Not empty ſyllables, made only for ſound; but 
rich with divine ſenſe, and full of the honey of the 
goſpel, replete with the manna of heaven.—May this 
pen be, to the reader, like Jenathan's rod, when, 
dipt in the delicious juice, it enlightened his eyes, re- 
freſhed his ſpirits, and cheared his heart ! 

« Almoſt every text,” you are pleaſed to affirm, 
« quoted in this and the e letter, in ſupport 
« of that particular form of expreſſion, (imputed righ- 
« teouſnels), is diſtorted above meaſure from the plain, 
&« gbyious meaning, which is pointed out by the con- 
« text.” Let us examine theſe abuſed and diſtorted 
texts, in order to diſcover, from whence the misfor- 
tune happened; how the violence was done; whether 
by Mr Weſley's pen, or by Aſpaſib's tongue. 

The firſt is from the book of Fob. Which, as it is 
greatly venerable for its antiquity, and lingularly to 
be regarded for its importance, I ſhall beg leave to 
conſider at large.—A inner is deſcribed, lying under 
a dangerous lickneſs ; and brought, by the force of his 
diſeaſe, to the brink of the grave; by the multitude 
of his ſins, tothe very bordersof hell. In this deplorable 
condition, F there be a _ with him, an interpre- 
ter, one of a thouſand, to ſhew unto man his uprightneſs ; 
then he is gracious unto him, and faith, Deliver him 
from going down into the pit ; I have found a ranſom *. 

If there be with him a meſſenger of the living GOD; 


a faithful ambaſſador of CHRIST, who may admi- : 


niſter ſpiritual aſſiſtance to the poor afflicted creature. 
An interpreter, who knows how to open the ſcrip- 
tures, and rightly to divide the word of truth ; who 
is a preacher of righteouſneſs, and can properly ap- 
ply the word of grace. — This is not every one's ta- 
lent ; nor within the compaſs of every man's abilities. 
He is one of a thouſand, to whom G OD hath given 
the tongue of the learned; enabling him to ſpeak a 
word in ſeaſon, and ſuit the condition of each reſpec- 
tive patient. — To ſhew unto man his uprightneſs ; that 
is, fays Mr Weſley, © to convince him of G O D's ju- 
« ſtice, in ſo puniſhing him.“ 

But is this the inſtruction, which ſuch a diſtreſſed 
ſufferer wants? Is this the wordof reconciliation, which 
every 
latter times does preach? Or is there any need of a 
choice inſtructor, one ſkilled in the counſel of GOD, to 
teach what the common dictates of reaſon demonſtrate? 


In this interpretation, I can neither diſcern the true 


critic, nor the clear reaſoner, nor the ſound divine. 
Not the true critic, He would acknowledge, that 
the antecgdent in this clauſe h RY, is not GOD, 
but man. To man therefore, if we regard gramma- 
tical propriety, the pronoun his muſt be A 
Not the clear reaſoner; he would obſerve the emphaſis 
of the word then f. Implying ſome diſcovery, or 


* 70b xxXili. 23. 24. I have the rather choſen to lay this 
whole paſſage before the reader, becauſe a new interpretation 
is given to the word meſſenger. Here, it is ſuppoſed to denote 
a faithful and ſkilful minifter of the goſpel. In the dialogues 
it is ſuppoſed to deſcribe our LORD FESUS CHRIST 
himſelf. I ſcarcely know, which fente to prefer. Perhaps, both 
may be included, the author, as well as the inſtrument, of 
comfort to the ſick and ſinful man.—However, the point in 
debate between Mr Weſley and Aſpaſio, is not affected by the 
different application of this word. His uprightneſs, according 
to either expofition, may ſignify the MESSI A H's obedience 
and ufferings; muſt ſignify theſe things; provided theſe 
are the only juſtifying righteouſneſs of a ſinner ; the only 
way of obtaining the divine favour, and removing every 
evil, + Verſe 24. 


true miniſter, in ancient times, did preach, and in 


ſome conviction, in conſequence of which deli 
ance from death enſues, or with which it is connen, 
ted. Can this be a diſcovery or a conviction of Go: 
juſtice, in puniſhing him? No verily.— Much leg 
therefore can I diſcern the ſound divine. He kno a 
and affirms conſtantly, that this is the conſequence d 
the MESSIAIT's righteouſneſs alone; which, bein 
imputed to the ſinner, becomes, for the blefled — 
pole of juſtification unto life, hzs &. * 


So that A/pa/io ſeems to have the import of lan 
guage, and the icope of the context, both on his fide 
And I may venture to add, he has the conſolatory od 
nius of the goſpel, yet more ſtrongly pleading for Yi 
interpretation. It muſt yield but cold comfort to 
tell a poor wretch, confined to the bed of languiſhin 
and alarmed with apprehenſions of eternal vengeance 
but cold comfort mult it yield, to tell ſuch a one. 
that he has deſerved all this miſery, and is juſtly pu- 
niſhed. Whereas, to inform him of a righteoulneſ 
ſuſlicient to do away all his tranſgreſſions ; ſufficient 
to reconcile him, and render him acceptable, even ta 
the chaſtiſing GOD; ſufficient to obtain his deliver. 
ance, very probably from death, moſt aſſuredly from 
hell ; this 1s a reviving report indeed. This will make 
the bones, which ſin and miſery had broken, to rejoice, 

Then, the ſinner and the ſufferer, attentive to this 
inſtruction, and applying this righteouſneſs, is made 
partaker of pardon. GOD, the ſovereign LORD 
of life and death, i- 22 unto him; and ſaith, in 
the greatneſs of his ſtrength, as well as in the multi. 
tude of his mercies, Deliver him from oing down into 
the pit of corruption, as a pledge of Nis deliverance 
from the pit of perdition. For I have found a ranjen, 
ſatisfactory to my law, and to my juſtice. I havere- 
ceived an atonement, in behalf of this once obnoxious, 


now reconciled tranſgreſſor. 


He ſhall receive the bleſſing from the LORD, and 
righteouſneſs. —This you will render holineſs.. But have 
you no Hebrew lexicon to inform. you, that the word 
which ſignifies holineſs, is very different from the ex- 
preſſion uſed by the pſalmiſt? He ſays maT, where- 
as holineſs is expreſſed by wp. Beſides, have you 
not obſerved, that your interpretation would betra 
the pſalmiſt into apparent tautology? He had, in 
the preceding verſes, diſplayed the duties of practical 
godlineſs, and the graces of inherent holineſs. The 


* « The uprightneſs,” ſays Mr Caryl, © chiefly intended here, 
is the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, in and by which we are 
reconciled to and made one with GOD. We never ſee 
where our uprightneſs is, till we ſee there is nothing that 
makes us ſtand wpright in the court of heaven, but only 
CHRIST our righteouſneſs. —This is the great duty of 
the meſſengers and interpreters of CHRIST, to declare 
to man this righteouſneſs for his uprightneſs. And that 
hence it is (as Elibu ſpeaks) that G O- D is and will be gra- 
cious unto him.“ 

Mr Caryl, in expounding the book of 70, has acquitted 
himſelf like a maſter in 1/rael. His thoughts are beautiful and 
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animated. His criticiſms are correct and judicious. His lan- 


guage, conſidering the time in which he wrote, is remarkably 
pure and ſtrong. His doctrines are truly edifying, becauſe, 
generally ſpeaking, they are evangelical, —What is a very ne- 
ceflary, but very difficult taſk, in explaining this part of ſcrip- 
ture, the connection of the ſentiment is diſcovered, the bear- 
ings and dependencies of the argument are pointed out; and 
the tranſitions from one paſſage to another, ſhewn to be, not 
wild and diſorderly, but juſt, regular, and graceful. 

The only fault attending this work, is prolixity. I wiſh ſome 
Kkilful hand would, by rendering it lefs copions, render it 
more uſeful, I cannot but think, it might be a profitable em- 
ploy for young ſtudents in divinity, to exercife themſelves in 
abridging Mr Caryl, Dr Owen upon the Hebrews, Mr Char- 
noc upon the attributes, or ſome ſuch valuable, but volumi- 
nous authors. Theſe, and many other works of the ſame lu- 
xuriant growth, would, if put into the alembic, afford us the 
very ſpirit of the goſpel, and the richeſt cordials for our ſouls. 
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on he deſcribes, poſſeſſes the 


LET. X. | 
latter, and practiſes 
To ſay, therefore, N _ _ 

he has it already, would not tuit Zavr 8 
Fares ; however it may ſuit Mr Weſley's fancy, 
I Mr We/tey's deſign.—In this clauſe, the evangelical 
5 -aliſt touches upon another particular, which enters, 
* eſſential part, into the character of a godly man; 
even the righteouſneſs which 15 of | faith ; denoted by 
the bleſſing of pardon, and the gift of righteouſneſs. 
Take away this, and there is no acceptance with GOD. 
Take away this, and the gates, mentioned in the cloſe 
of the pſalm, are unalterably ſhut. Unleſs we are 
furniſhed with this paſſport, the everlaſting doors ne- 
ver lift up their heads.—If you exclude this peculia- 
rity, the deſcription is very imperfect, and the picture 
extremely deficient, Whereas, this adds the finiſhing 
touch, and gives true perfection to both, 

Several paſſages are quoted, in which the word 
de occurs, Sometimes you would have it ſignify 
mercy ; ſometimes juſtification ; ſometimes ſpotleſs holt- 
neſs, But what proof do I find, for eſtabliſhing any 
of theſe ſigniſications; which differ ſo much from one 
another, and ſtill more from the truth? Nothing but 
the cuſtomary argument, “ So it unqueſtionably 
« means.” Now you muſt unqueſtionably know, at 
leaſt every novice in the language knows, that the ge- 
nuine and native ſenſe of PP is righteouſneſs. Ihe 
word expreſſive of mercy, is n; neither in ſenſe 
nor ſound alike, —As to juſtification, the phraſe never 
denotes that bleſſed effect, but the divine and merito- 
rious cauſe which produces it. = 

Shall I, in this inquiry, appeal to the beſt lexicons, 
the moſt approved tranſlations, or the ableſt interpre- 
ters? No, I will refer you to the deciſion of an in- 
terpreter, who is ſuperior to all lexicons and all 
tranſlations ; I mean, the author of the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, He tranſlates this very word, as it enters 
into the name of Melchiſedec, And he tranſlates it, 
not mercy, not juſtification, no, nor ſpotleſs holineſs, 
but righteouſneſs ; even that righteouſneſs, whoſe 


the former. 


fruit is peace with GOD, and peace in our own con- 


ſcience. Now, will you play the critic upon this in- 
ſpired writer ? and ſay, Unqueſtionably it means, not 
what the apoſtle has determined; not what A/pa/to, 
ſupported by his authority, has adopted; but what I 
think fit to dictate ? oF. 

An oppoſer of our LOR D's imputed righteouſ- 


neſs, who had more diſcretion or more ſubtilty than 


Mr Meſſey, would have argued in this manner.“ The 
original word, I muſt conteſs, ought to be tranſla- 
ted righteouſneſs, This is undoubtedly the princi- 


pal and leading ſigniſication of the term. But then 


the circumſtances and the context oblige us to un- 
derſtand it, in the notion of mercy, of ſpotleſs holi- 
<* neſs, or of any thing elſe that ſerves our purpoſe.— 
This would be more modeſt and more plauſible, though 
not more juſt and ſolid, than your confident aſſertion. 

Suppoſe we ſhould admit this pretence, what does 

e critic gain thereby? Muſt he not have recourſe 
to that noble and comfortable doctrine, for which we 
plead? Let the word be tranſlated mercy. Why is 
mercy ſhewn to ſinners? Is it not on account of the 
righteouſneſs of their SURETY 7 Let it be tranſlated 
vodneſs. Wherefore is goodneſs exerciſed to rebel- 
ious men? Is it not becauſe of the ſatisfaction made 
by their crucified LORD? Render it whatever you 


pleaſe, provided it conveys the idea of favour vouch- 
lafed, or of the benefits conferred, it muſt terminate, 


" terminate, in that grand central point, the incar- 
nation, obedience, and death of IMMANUEL. 

Zion ſhall be redeemed with fjudgment—< After ſevere 
„ puniſhment,” you ſay, — The Hebrew prepoſition, 
lignifying after, is Me. I find no trace of any ſuch 
word in my edition of the Bible. You may as well 
render or interpret the paſſage, in the midſt. And 


then, if ſome other critic ſhould be inclined to tranſ- 
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late it, before or round about ; we ſhould have a large 
compaſs of meh 3 but where would preciſion and 
exactneſs be found But why is Zion to be redeemed 
after ſevere puniſhment? Has her puniſhment any 
influence or ſway in the work of her redemption? 
Does the puniſhment of man pave the way for the 
ſalvation of GOD? Are ſinners to wait for pardon 
and reconciliation, till they have been ſeverely puniſh- 
ed? This is very diſcouraging doctrine ; and, bleſſed 
be G OD, it is abſolutely without foundation. The 
goſpel ſays, 77. day, even to-day, ſinners, if ye will hear 
h1s voice, ye ſhall enter into reſt. You need not tarry 
till you have been ſeverely chaſtiſed ; but this inſtant 
believe in the LORD FESUS, and you ſhall be 
ſaved, The LORD FESUS has been wounded 
and bruifed in your ſtead. He has received all the 
puniſhment which you have deſerved. Yea, as a ran- 
ſomer, he has paid double, as a victim, he has ſuffer- 
ed double *, for all your fins. — Conſidering theſe 
things, I am ſtill diſpoſed to abide by plain and 
obvious interpretation; not to go out of my way, in 
queſt of the pricking brier and grieving thorn, when 
I meet with roſes and lilies in the common road. 

In the LORD have I righteouſneſs. This will not 
ſatisfy our critic, It muſt be through the LO R D.— 
What piddling criticiſm is this, even in caſe it was 
true, and anſwered ſome ſpecious end! But it is by no 
means true. Every body knows, that the prefix 4 
lignifies in; and every body but Mr Meſſey would 
bluſh to aſſert the contrary. Neither does it anſwer 
any valuable end, but the reverſe. It degrades the 
exalted ſenſe, and impoveriſhes the rich bleſſing. To 
have righteouſneſs in the LORD, is abundantly more 
expreſſive of glorious grace, than barely to have righ- 
teouſneſs through the LORD. Mordecat had riches 
and honours through Ahaſuerus, and his royal favour ; 
Eſther had riches and honours in Ahaſuerus, as her 
royal huſband ; he by being a courtier, /he by being 
a conſort to the molt magnificent monarch in the 
world. | 

If Mr Weſley piddled in the foregoing, he flaſhes 
in the following paſſage. He aſſures us that —o5y pry 
means ſpotleſs holineſs. This is really a bold ſtroke in 
criticiſm. But, like many other bold enterpriſes, it 
is likely to prove, not a birth, but an abortion.— 
"oy ſpotleſs / You might as well have rendered it 
toothleſs. It has no more to do with the idea of ſpot- 
leſs, than it has to do with the idea of an ivory tooth, 
or a poliſhed tooth-pick. Literally tranſlated, it ſig- 
nifies ages; and may denote the perpetuity of this righ 
tcouſneſs, and of its beneficial effects. It was from 
the beginning, it zs at this day, and it will be even 
unto the end, mighty to ſave. It is the one refuge 
and hope of ſinners, 1n mor age of the world, and 
under every diſpenſation of religion. Through all 
the changes of time it has been, and through the un- 
changeable eternity it will be their chief joy, and 
their crown of rejoicin 5 

What righteouſneſs ſhall give us peace at the laſt 
day, inherent or imputed? To this queſtion A/ aſi 
has replied, in a very explicit manner, by preſenting 
us with a pertinent extract from Biſhop Hall, and by 
commenting upon a moſt important prophecy of 1/aiah. 
In both which, all human righteouſneſs is ſet aſide, 
and our peace is derived entirely from the glorious 
SHILOH +; from him, who made peace by the 
blood of his croſs, and whoſe name is THE PRINCE 
OF PEACE; having this heavenly blefling, and the 
right of conferring it, as the peculiar privilege, or 
unſhared prerogative of his crown. | 

Mr We/ley is pleaſed to deny this doctrine, and to 


S 
+ Gen. xlix. 10. 19 Schilo, Nomen Maſiæ peculiare, 
tranquillatorem  deſignans. That is, the maker of peace, and 
the author of tranquillity, for rebellious and wretched men. 
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aſſociate with the Papiſts ®, in aſcribing our peace 
(and if our peace, then our falvation) “ partly to in- 
% herent, partly to imputed righteouſneſs.”” — But 
does our church ſo? Hear her own words. © We do 
« not preſume to come to this thy table, O mercitul 
« LORD, truſting in our own righteouſneſs ;”” much 
leſs then will ſhe dare to approach his judgment-ſeat, 
truſting in any ſuch thing. Does the apoſtle Paul do 
ſo? Hear his own proteſtation, That I may be found 
in CHRIST, not having mine own righteouſneſs, which 
is of the law ; which — of my perſonal obedience, 
and inherent holineſs: but having this, as the ſource 
of my peace, and the ſtrength of my ſalvation, the 
righteouſneſs which i3 of GOD by faith; even that in- 
conceivably-precious righteouſneſs, which G O D my 
SAVIOUR wrought, and which a ſinner by faith 
receives. Did Mr Meſley himſelf always do ſo? Let 
thoſe lines bear witneſs; of which neither the poet 
nor the divine need be aſhamed. 


My righteous ſervant, and my S ON, 
Shall each believing finner clear; 
And all who ſtoop Pabjure their own, 
Shall in his righteouſneſs appear. 


Will that righteouſneſs give you peace, which you 
abfure? Or, is it pious, is it prudent, is it conſiſtent, 
to truſt in a righteouſneſs, which you abſolutely re- 
nounce? That which you abjure (a ſtronger word 
could not be uſed) you conſider, not barely as de- 
ſpicable, but as utterly abominable. Whereas, that 
which gives you peace at the awtul tribunal, mult 
not only be excellent, but incomparably excellent 
and valuable.—See, my friend, how thine own mouth 
condemneth thee, and not I. yea, thine own lips teſtify 
againſt thee f. O! that you may return to your firſt 
ſentiments, and to your firſt love ! and no longer 
expole yourſelf and your doctrine, to be a by-word 
among the people. If you perſiſt in ſuch palpable in- 
conſiſtencies, who can forbear taking up that taunting 
proverb, 4 double-minded man is unſtable in all his 
ways 


* The doctrine of the Papiſts, avowed by a writer of their 
own, is; Our confidence and hope in the day of judgment 
« dependeth, not only upon our apprehenſion of CHRIS T's 
« merits by faith, but alſo upon our conformity to CHRIST. 
% in charity and good works.” —The reader may ſee this pre- 
ſumption rebuked, and this error refuted, in Dr FULK's anno- 
tations on the Rhemiſh Teſtament. 1 John iv, 17. 


+ Job xv. 6. 

+ That Mr Veſley may not be aſhamed to retra@ a miſtaken 
ſentiment, I will break the ice, and lead the way. If it be 
ſhameful to renounce error, and facrifice all to truth, I do 
very willingly take this ſhame to myſelf. —In a copy of verſes, 
which 1 formerly wrote, facred to the memory of a generous 
benefactor, I remember the following lines. 


Our wants reliev'd by thy indulgent care, 
_ Shall give thee courage at the dreadful bar, 
And ſtud the crown thou ſhalt for ever wear. 


Theſe lines, in whatever hands they are lodged, and whatever 
elſe, of alike kind, may have dropt from my pen, I now publicly 
diſclaim. "They are the 8 reverſe of my preſent belief. In 
which I hope to perſevere, fo long as I have any being. 

Far be it from me to ſuppoſe, that any work of mine ſhould, 
in order to create my peace, or cheriſh my confidence, be cou- 
pled with CHRIST's moft holy ad. I ſpeak the words of our 
church, and I ſpeak the ſenſe of the prophet. I will truſt, and 
not be afraid. Wherefore ? Becauſe I am inherently holy ? 
Rather, becauſe GO D is my ſalvation. GOD manifeſt in the 


fleſh, has finiſhed my tranſgreſſion, and made an end of my 


fin, And in this moſt magnificently gracious work will I re- 


joice, —I ſpeak agreeably to the declaration of the HOLY 


GHOST, Fear not, for thou ſhalt not be aſhamed, neither 
ſhalt thou be confounded. Why? becauſe thy inherent good- 
neſs ſhall prevent thy confuſion ? No; but on a footing, in- 
finitely more ſolid ; for a reaſon, infinitely more ſatisfactory. 
Becauſe thy MAKER is thy huſband. The conſequence of 


which is, all thy debts and deficiencies arc upon him; all his 


conſummate righteouſneſs is upon thee, 
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But ſtop. A paſſage from St John is ; 
to ſupport this opinion. CH 8 7 introdueey, 


* and lives in us, that we may have boldneſs in = us, 
« of judgment.” —That CHRIST died for wg, © 
3 


lives in us, I readily acknowledge. But wh 


you find any of the apoſtles, from theſe — 


drawing Fare concluſion ? St John, whom 2 
has no ſuch logic. His inference is deduced — 
a 


very different topic. You give us a fragment 
apoſtle's words; why don't you exhibit the old 

bowl complete! We ſhall then quickly perceive a 1 
it contains a more ſweet and ſalutary draught, th ; 
you have provided for our refreſhment. NOD 

Ey youy Terenatw)2i v ayory wil” nur, wa rape,’ t yupuy ty ry „ie 500 
Which we tranſlate, Herein is our love made perf 4 
that we may have boldneſs in the day of judgment *, = 
vs are fond of criticiling upon the original ſcriptures 

ere you might have done it juſtly and hondurably. 
Here you might have altered and reformed our tra; 
lation; while every capable judge would have owned 
your ſervice to be ſcafonable and 1mportant, Th 
true ſenſe of aw mo, is with us, or with regard to - 
That is, G O D's love, celebrated with inimitable; 
energy and beauty in the preceding verſe; G OJ 
love towards us is herein made perfect; this is itz 
grand and crowning effect, that we ſhould have, not 
2 bare hope, but 2n unappalled boldneſs at the day of 
judgment. 

As though he had ſaid, GO D, having reconciled 
us to himſelf, by the blood of his S O N ; —having re. 
newed us after his own-image, by his bleſſed SPIRIT 
teſtifying of CHRIS Tin our hearts; having carried 
us through all the dangers of life, and raiſed our bo- 
dies from the duſt of death ;—he crowns and conſum. 
mates all theſe moſt indulgent acts of his grace, by 
giving us an undaunted and triumphant confidence, 
at the day of univerſal audit. According to this in- 
ter pretation, your own text is againſt your opinion; 
and refers this joyful aſſurance, not to our love of 
GOD, but to his love of us; not to inherent righ- 
teouſneſs, but to free grace f. 

Aſpaſio thus tranſlates St Peter's words; Who have 
obtained like precious faith in the righteouſneſs of our 
GOD and our & AV [OUR FESUS CHRIST ||. Mr 
Weſley gives us to underſtand, that this tranſlation is 
wrong. It ſhould be faith through—and not through 
the righteouſneſs, but through the mercy of our GOD 
and SAVIOUR. —He will not allow the Greet pre- 
poſition « to ſignify in; though I can prove it to 
have been in peaceable poſſeſſion of this ſignification, 
for more than two thouſand years. And the fub- 
ſtantive «on muſt not denote righteouſneſs, though 
it pleads, as a warrant for this weighty ſenſe, the in- 
conteſtable authority of St Paul. Give me leave to 
tell you, Sir, that I can, produce a multitude of proot;, 
to overthrow your firit puny alteration ; but produce, 
if you can, a ſingle paſſage from the whole New 


of the 


, © x John iv. 17. 

+ o Quoc aan tu, Cod is love, This I call inimitable. No- 
thing can be more fample, yet nothing is more ſublime. For 
my part, I know not how to attempt an illuſtration of the no- 
ble ſentiment, It ſtrikes the mind, as light ſtrikes the eye No 
art can make this more bright; and no paraphraſe can make 
that more delicate, more majeſtic, more affecting. Ho flat 
ſome of the fineſt things ſaid by the ancient philoſophers; 
how flat they read, when compared with this animated ſtroke 
of divine eloquence, the reader, if he pleaſes may fee in Con- 
TEMPLATIONS ON THE STARRY HEAVENS. 


Should it be ſaid, in caſe you thus interpret the firſt pat 
of the text, how will it connect with what tollows ? Perfect 


well. — And none nced wonder, that we ſhall appear with ſuck 
boldneſs at his coming; ſince they cannot but obſerve, that 
as he is, ſo are we in this world, We are actuated by hi 
SPIRIT; we reſemble him in all our converſation ; 
hence it is evident, that we are one with him. 


| 2 Pet. i. 1. Toig oh ] A — Jixztneu Tv Ot 148! 5 
TaIn;og near Ine XI. 
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ent &. to uphold your laſt daring innovation. 
i but obſerve, you abandon your fa- 
urite commentator Bengelius; of whoſe merit and 
3 llence you ſpeak ſo highly and ſo juſtly. He ſays, 
n * notes upon the place, The righteouſneſs of 
G 0D our SAVIOUR, is the righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST; which faith apprehends, and which 1s 
oppoſed to a man's Own. righteouſneſs. What is more 
ſurpriſing, you depart from your own comment ; nay, 
ou expreſsly contradict your own comment. ro 
edify the readers of your expoſition, you inform and 
iure them, that this phraſe ſignifies © both the active 
« and paſſive righteouſneſs” of CHRIS T. To gain- 
ay what Aſpaſis has advanced, you more than in- 
Gnuate, that it ſignifies no ſuch thing, but only “' the 
« mercy of our LORD.” —Nay, to corroborate the 
true ſenſe, and determine the words invariably to the 
active and paſſive righteouſneſs of CH RI ST, you add, 
« It is this alone, by which the juſtice of G OD is 
« ſatisfied.” If then Mr Weſley would reconcile what 
he writes in his expoſitory notes, with what he writes 
in his animadverſions on Aſpaſio, he mult maintain, 
that by the mercy of GOD alone, his 2 is ſatisſied. 

Iwill not exclaim, on this occaſion, as you have 
too freely and not very genteelly done, in your letter 
to Mr Law, * Exquilite nonſenſe f! But this I may 
venture to ſay, Contradiction, didſt thou ever know 
ſo truſty a friend, or ſo faithful a devotee? Many 
people are ready enough to contradict others. But it 
ſeems all one to this gentleman, whether it be another 
or himſelf, ſo he may but contradict. 

Permit me, for a moment, ſeriouſly to expoſtulate 
the caſe, Why ſhould you be ſo averſe to the righ- 
teouſneſs of our GOD and SAVIOUR? Why 
ſhould you ranſack all the ſtores of your learning and 
knowledge; nay, deſcend to unwarrantable criticiſms, 
and quite unworthy your ſuperior abilities, in order 
to exclude this moſt glorious truth from the Bible ? 
in order to exterminate this moſt precious privilege 
from the church? Attempt, if you think proper, to 
pluck the ſun from the firmament, to hide the light 
from our eyes, and withdraw the air from our lungs. 
But do not attempt to rob us of what 1s far more va- 
luable than all theſe bleſſings, by depriving us of this 
ineſtimable treaſure, the righteouſneſs of CHRIST. 
— Which, being a righteouſneſs immaculate, all- ſur- 
paſſing, divine, ſwallows up and annihilates our guilt ; 
as the immenſe waves of the ocean would ſwallow up 
and annikilate the drop of ink, that now hangs on 
the point of my pen.—Which, being a righteouſneſs 
immaculate, all-ſurpaſſing, divine, will preſent us be- 
fore our GOD, and before his angels, without ſpot 
and blemiſh ; in robes more beautiful than the co- 
W ours of that reſplendent bow, which is bended on 
W tic ſkirts of yonder cloud. f 
| Therein is revealed the righteouſneſs of G OD ;— 
* GOD's method of juſtifying ſinners.” See this 


or a examined, and this objection anſwered 
fore. | 


without a perfect conformity to it f,— namely, by 


* The righteouſneſs of CO D, the righteouſneſs of G 0 D our 
SAVIOUR, never denotes, in all the apoſtolical writings, 
the attribute of mercy. If it does, and Mr Weſley can make 
It appear, I will confeſs myſelf miſtaken, and thank him for 
correcting my error, | | 
Me /Ye/ley, in the abridgment of his letter to Mr Law, 
inſerted in the Preſervative from unſettled notions, has expun- 
gd this and ſome other indecently-harſh expreſſions. In fo 
doing, he has done well. Since the contemptuous and the re- 
proachful, even when really deſerved, can have no tendency 
to confirm our argument, but to provoke reſentment. They 
* not the moſt promiſing means of joining us together, in 
tae ſame mind and the ſame judgment; but rather the ſure 
way, to widen the breach, and increaſe animolity. 

The reader is defired to peruſe 4ſpafiy's own words, a- 
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We eſtabliſh the law, as we expect no ſalvation, ; 


| becometh ours, 
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CHRIST. © Is not this a mere quibble?” ſays Mr 
Weſley. — Quite the reverſe. It is no low conceit, but 
an exceeding ſerious and momentous truth. It is no 
play upon the 2 of words, but expreſſes a doctrine 
of great ſolidity, and of the laſt importance. Tell 
me, ye that cavil at this method of eſtabliſhing the 
law, by what other expedient you propoſe to effect 
it? By your paſt conduct? That, you muſt acknow- 
ledge, has been more or leſs a violation of the law. 
By the preſent obedience? That, you cannot deny, 
falls ſhort of the ſublime requirements of the law. —By 
your future behaviour? Well, I will ſuppoſe, that, in 
lome future period, you reach the very ſummit of 
perfection. Still the law will have much to complain 
of, and will lay much to your charge. You have not 
magnified it by a holy nature. You have not preſent- 
ed it with the conſummate righteouſneſs of your 
whole heart, and your whole converſation. You have 
not begun, from the firſt moment of your exiſtence, 
and perſevered in this perfect conformity, to the laſt 
breath you drew. In this caſe, either the law muſt 
recede trom its moſt righteous demands, and the im- 
mutable G O D muſt compromiſe matters with his 
creatures, or elſe you can never enter into life. Un- 
les you renounce all ſuch impotent attempts, and ar- 
rogant conceits ; talk no more of “ practiſing it, in 
its full extent,” but betake yourſelf to CHRIST, 
20 0 15 the end of the law , for accompliſhing that 
righteouſneſs, which its precepts demand, but which 
the frailty of man cannot perform. 

Thus we eſtabliſh the law, as the conſummate ſtand- 
ard of righteouſneſs ; as the original condition of life; 
and as that moſt venerable ſyltem, with which, as 
well as with its divine Author, there is no variablene( 
or ſhadow of changing.—And does this method of 
ſecuring the dignity of the law, hinder or diſcourage 
a dutiful obſervance of its commands? If not, your 
objection derived from that well-known text, Without 
belineſs no man ſhall ſee the LORD, is | 


— — telum imbelle ſine ictu. 


If this be the moſt rational, and the moſt ſure way of 
producing the love of G OD, which is the very eſ- 
ſence of true holineſs, then your objection recoils, 
and falls upon the head of your own cauſe.—Can 
there be a more powerful, a more endearing motive 
to love the LORD my GOD, than a perſuaſion of 
his ineffable love to me, in giving his dear 8 ON, fo 
to fulfil; ſo to ſatisfy the law on my behalf, that I am 
thereby delivered from all my offences; am veſted 
with a perfe& righteouſneſs ; and on the foot of ju- 
ſtice, as well as mercy, ſtand entitled to eternal life? 

„Though | believe, that CHRIST hath livet 
* and died for me, yet I would ſpeak very tenderly 
and ſparingly of the former.” How widely then 
does your practice differ from the apoſtle's ? Me believe, 
and therefore have ſpoken, confidently and inceſſantly, 
in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon. No, ſays Mr Weſley, 
We believe, and therefore we ſpeak tenderly and 
* ſparingly.” —If you believe, that CHRIST has 
lived for you, and fulfilled all righteouſneſs in your 


bove, pag. 268. There his ſentiments are more fully ex- 
plained ; but the paſſage is not tranſcribed, on purpoſe to a- 
void increaſing the ſize of this piece; which already ſwells to 
a larger bulk than the writer propoſed. 

* Rom. x. 8. CHRISTUS, ſaith Bengelius, eſt rue ww ; 
juſtitiam et vitam, quam lex oftendit,” ſed dare nequit, tribuens. - 
CHRIST is the end of the law. How ? By bringing ia that 
righteouſneſs, and giving that life, which the law thews, and 
ſhews the want of, but neither itſelf gives, nor can enable us 
to acquire, | | 

CHRISTUS, faith St Auguſtine, eſt legis finis, interficiens 
et-perficiens. The ceremonial law he has flain, and taken out 
of the way. The moral law he has fulfilled for us, and we in 
him. Inaſmuch as, through faith in his nams, his obedience - 
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ſtead, ſurely you ſhould give him the honour of this 
wonderful loving-kindneſs, and both preach, and talk, 
and ſing of his goodneſs. It ſhould be as a fire ſhut 
up in your bones; and you ſhould ſpeak, that your- 
ſelf may be refreſhed, and your LORD may be 
glorified. 

But you“ fear dreadful conſequences:” What? where 
the divine holineſs fears none? and the divine pre- 
ſcience ſees none? Are you then more deep-lighted, 
to diſcern theſe diſtant evils, than omniſcience ! Me- 
thinks, I would not have ſpoken thus, unleſs I had 
been wiſer than the SPIRIT of inſpiration.— Do 
you not, by cheriſhing and avowing ſuch apprehen- 
lions, find fault with the glorious goſpel, in which 
this righteouſneſs is revealed ? revealed, as its moſt 
eminent article, and molt diſtinguiſhing peculiarity ? 
— A doctrine taught, and a bleſſing granted, and 
both from heaven! yet not fit to be diſplayed, incul- 
cated, and inſiſted on! What a contemptible idea muſt 
this give of our holy religion, and of our holy reve- 
lation, to an inquiring infidel? 

I would never ſpeak of them (the active and paſ- 
« five righteouſneſs of CHRIST) ſeparately.” — 
This inſuuates, what A/pafro diſavows; and what you 
cannot hint, without apparent injuſtice to his ſenti- 
ments,—** I would ſpeak of it (the former) as ſparing- 
<« ly as do the ſcriptures.” Here you appeal to thoſe 
writings, which muſt either condemn your conduct, 
or their own propriety. At your leiſure conſider the 
caſe, and you will find the dilemma unavoidable,—In 
the mean time, be ſo candid as to read a ſhort note, 
inſerted in Theron and Aſpaſio, above, pag. 273. ; where 
vou may fee, that the ſcriptures are 2 from ſpeak- 
ing ſparingly on this point. It is their favourite and 
fundamental topic. It runs through them, as a golden 
woof through a warp of ſilver; or as the vital blood 
through the animal ſtructure. And whatever you, Sir, 
may be inclined to do, I hope, no lover of CHRIST 
will be perſuaded to ſecrete this invaluable truth of the 
goſpel. Shall /ach a truth ſkulk in a corner, or ſpeak 
only in a whiſper? No; let us proclaim it upon. the 
houſ-tops; and wiſh, that the joyful found may 
reach the very ends of the earth. 

The gift of righteouſneſs muſt ſignify a righteouſ- 
neſs not their own.—Aſpaſiv's expreſſion is, not origi- 
nally their own. Originally he ſaid, with a view of 
hinting, that, in ſome other ſenſe, it was and 1s their 
own ; their own, by way of imputation, though not 
by way of operation. 'Fhis word, in order to make 
the ſentence appear abſurd, Mr Wefley drops. But 
whether ſuch a practice be free from guile, or what 
the apoſtle calls cunning craftineſs, let the impartial 
reader judge. | 

Aſpaſibs interpretation of the phraſe, authenticated 
by the language of ſcripture, Mr Weſley ſets aſide; and 
introduces another, whoſe only recommendation to 
the public is, © I come from Mr Weſtey's pen.” Do 
you ſo? then we will allow you all proper regard. 
But becauſe you come from Mr Welley' pen, muſt 
you therefore diſplace propriety, and ſupplant truth? 
make an inſpired writer argue incorrectly, nay, jar 


with himſelf? This is rather too much for you to aſ- 


ſume, even though you came recommended by a 
greater name. 


« The gift of righteouſneſs, ſignifies the righteouſ- 


* neſs or holineſs which GOD gives to and works 


in them.” Let us obſerve the apoſtle's aim, and 


the proceſs of his reaſoning.—His aim is to illuſtrate 
the manner of our juſtification. For this purpoſe, he 


forms a contraſt between Adam's tranſgreſſion, and 
CHRIST's obedience.. Adam's tranſgreſſion, which 


he himſelf committed, ruins all that {pring from him. 


This is the leading propoſition. Now, if the ſacred 
diſputant knows how to reaſon accurately, or to draw 
a concluſion juſtly, the concluſion muſt be to this ef- 
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fect; ſo likewiſe CHRIS T's obedience which he 


himſelf performed, recovers all who believe in þ; 
Through Adam's diſobedience, without the conſid og 
tion of their own miſdoings, the former are made fin 
ners; through CHRIS T's obedience, without thc 
conſideration of their own good qualities, the latter 
are made righteous. — Though I am far, very far from 
diſeſteeming the holineſs wrought in us, yet wi 
place has it here? In the article of Juſtification ＋ 
utterly excluded. It has no fhare in the accom lh. 
ment of that great work; and every attentive reader 
will ſee, that it enters not into the apoſtle's preſent ar. 

umentation.— Beſides, if the gift of righteouſneſz 
igniſies the holineſs wrought in us, then we ſhall reien 
in life, by means of a perſonal, not of an input 
righteouſneſs, by means of an imperfect, not of a com. 
plete obedience.—Then all the people of GOD uin 
be juſtiſied, not by the obedience of ON EF, but each 
by his own, ſeverally and diſtinctly. Which is con. 
trary, not only to a ſingle, but to many expreſs pal. 
ſages of this very chapter. 

I ſaid, Every attentive reader will ſee. Some 
perhaps may ſay within themſelves, Is not this ſpo- 
ken in Mr We/ley's manner? the looſe preſumpiiye 
way of arguing, which you blame in him?—To which 
it is anſwered, J am far from reſting my paint upon 
this preſumptive proof: it is not the pillar which ſup. 
ports my cauſe ; but only a feſtoon which adorns my 
pillar.— However, was it accompanied with no prog: 
ſatisfactory to others; it muſt to Mr Weſ/ley, whom! 
ſuppoſe one of the attentive readers, have the force of 
demonſtration. Hear his own words, in his comment 
on this very portion of ſcripture. * As the ſin of 4- 
„ dam, without the fins which we afterwards com- 
* mitted, brought us death: ſo the righteouſneſs of 
© CHRIST, without the good works which we af- 
« terwards perform, brings us life *.”—It is a righ- 
teouſneſs without the good works which we after- 
wards perform : therefore it is a righteouſneſs, not 0- 
riginally our own, but another's. It is not that 
which G O D works in us, but prior to it, and inde- 
pendent on it. If Apa had ſuborned an evidence, 
and put words into his mouth, he could not have de- 
viſed a more direct and full confirmation of his doc- 
trine, than this volunteer witneſs depoſeth. I thank 
you, Sir, for giving me ſo valuable an explanation of 
the gift of righteouſneſs, and its bleſſed effects. I thank 
you likewiſe for farniſhing Aſþa/ro with ſo inconteſt- 
able a vindication againſt the objections of the author 
of The Peſervative. | 

The obedience of ON E, fo highly extolled by the 
apoſtle, is CHRIST's actual performance of the 
whole law.—This you deny. I wiſh you had favour- 
ed me with your reaſons for this denial ; but my wiſh- 
es of this kind are conſtantly diſappointed. However, 
I will follow our LOR D's direction, and do unto o- 
thers, even as I would they ſhould do unto me. | 
will give you a reaſon for my own or Aſpaſio's inter- 
pretation.—The apoſtle is treating of Adam's actual 
breach of the law. If ſo, the proper antitheſis mult 
beCHRIST's actual performance of the law. In 
the following verſes he explains himſelf. Let them be 
the comment on our text, and the gift of righteouſ- 
neſs means, the righteouſneſs of ONE the obedient 
of ONE. This righteouſneſs we have in F ESUS 
CHRISTour LORD; all other is inherent in our- 
ſelves. Juſtification by this righteouſneſs, is alone 
conſiſtent with free grace; juſtiſication by any other, 
is (inconſiſtent with it, is) ſubverſive of it. 
Farther, as you are a critic in the Greet, you need 
not be informed, that St Paul uſes three ſeveral 


Here Mr JY-/ley ſpeaks in perfect agreement with 8 
Chryſoſt om; 0 Xpiros Toi e avſv, xalnuyt v αο ͥ ]9a Gq n YEH rab 
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words, dana, law, ura, Now can you ſhew an 

ages, in which all theſe words are uſed to 15 
ſufferings or death? Nay, can you ſhew me any ſingle 

aſſage, in which any one of them occurs in this ſig- 
nification ? It you cannot, what ſhadow of authority 
have you, for putting this conſtruction upon the 
words, in the preſent caſe? what ſhadow of authority 
for ſaying, with that unlimited confidence, CHRIST's 
« dying for man, is certainly the chief part, if not the 
« 50 he Which is meant by that expreſſion * lk 

ou attend to the tenor of the apoſtle's argument, or 
inquire into the import of his language, perhaps you 
will ſee cauſe, not only to alter, but even to reverſe, 
this your poſitive aflertion. 5 

Let me ſubjoin an extract from St CH, ſuited 
to this and the preceding paragraph 5 and worthy 
of our ſerious conſideration. From which it will ap- 
pear, that A/paſio is by no means ſingular in his ſenti- 
ments, but {peaks the doctrine of the ancient church. 
Tir £510 Inas Xptgs 6 Ada. ro; Tur, enziw ; ot o ee 
Tolg 62 20e · alloys wn £2501 ẽ e v SN, Y yover 41. Yava)s 
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That the righteouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled in 
us, That 1s, by our repreſentative, and in our na- 
ture. Amazing?” cries Mr We/ley. But why ama- 
zing? Is not this the common import of the moſt 
common actions? Do not you and I make laws in and 
by our repreſentatives in parliament ? May not every 


* The obedience of one, St Chry/o/tom expounds by, we »». 
1472/95, Would Mr I/2/lty venture to affirm, that dying 
well, not doing well, is certainly the chief thing ſignified in 
va Hebo, A pretty daring criticiſm this! Does not the word 
rather ſignify, a courſe of well-doing; terminated (if you pleaſe) 
in, not conſtituted by, a correſpondent death ? 

+ neben, an expreſſive word; it ſeems to denote ſuch a 
procuring of righteouſneſs for ſinners, as correſponds with the 
proviſion made, by ſome hoſpitable houſeholder, for the ſtran- 
gers who are come to be his gueſts In which they bear no 
part, either of the expence, or of the trouble. Hebe oo: e, 
Hujus rei ſum tibi auftor ; hanc rem tibi comparo. Steph. The- 
ſaur. in voc. 

* Chry/oſt. tom. III. pag. 71. 72. Edit. Savil. © Adam is a 
type of CHRIST, How? In this repect; as the former 
* was the cauſe of death to all his deſcendents, though they 
did not (like him) eat of the forbidden fruit; ſo CHRIST 
is the cauſe (vg) author, procurer of righteouſneſs to all 
his ſeed, though they have not (like him) been perſonally o- 
f bedient; even of that righteouſneſs, which he finiſhed for 
5 us on the croſs. For this reaſon, —to aſcertain and appropri- 
5 ate the honour of this righteouſneſs to CHRIST; as a work, 
„, % wrought by us, nor wrought in us, but completed for us 
i, 27 the curſed tree, He inſiſts and dwells upon that very ob- 
a ſervable circumſtance, One. He iterates and reiterates the em- 
2 phatical word ONE. He introduces it again and again, and 
, an hardly prevail upon himſelf todiſcontinue the repetition. 
22 by one man fin entered into the world Through the of- 
r fence of ene many be dead Not as it was by one that ſinned, 

013 the free gif. The judgment was by one to condemnation 
py OY one mans offence death reigned by on. Aa by the offence 
* b ne, Judgment came upon all men unto condemnation—As 
b v7 the diſobedience of one many were made finners. — Thus 
F — the apoſtle again and again introduce the word ONE, 
* — can hardly prevail on himſelf to diſcontinue the repetition. 
1 — * Jeu ſhould aſk, How can the world be ſaved by 
ty well-doing of one, or by the obedience of CHRIST? 

1 may be able to reply on his own principles, How could 


- tae world be condemned b il- doi 
„ee os Jr Fo y the evil-doing of one, or by the 
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debtor, when his ſurety has given full ſatisfaction to 
the creditor, ſay, 1 have ſatished, I have paid, in my 
bondſman ? 

To invalidate this interpretation, you allege, that 
the apoſtle “ is not ſpeaking here of the cauſe of our 
5 juſtification, but the fruits of it.” Among all the 
excellent things, which, in your ſtudies and in your 
travels, you have learned ; have you never learned, 
that between ſaying and proving there is a wide 
diilerence? Never Ga I meet with a perſon, who 
ſeemed ſo totally ignorant of this very obvious truth. 
— Well; we muſt take your word, without proof ; 
but I hope, not without examination. The apoſtle 
is ſpeaking of the fruit.” Is then the fulfilling of 
the law, the fruit of juſtification ? "This is the firſt 
time, I apprehend, that any ſuch thing was delibe- 
rately aſfirmed. It is the cauſe, the adequate, the im- 
mediate, and indeed the only proper cauſe of juſtifi- 
cation. But the fruits are peace of conſcience, and 
love of GOD; the ſpirit of adoption, and the hope 


of glory. 


Shew me, Sir, where de, in conjunction with 
rs vv, ſignifies the fruits of juſtification ; and not thoſe 
demands of the law, which mult neceſſarily be ſatis- 
hed before juſtification can take place. —Eſpecially, 
when the phraſe is corroborated by that other ſtrong 
expreſſion, ras, An expreſſion uſed by our LORD 
concerning himſelf, and the deſign of his coming in- 
to the world. Applicable to him alone, who is the 
end of the law for righteouſneſs ; and deſcriptive of 
that obedience, by which alone the law is magnified. 

This ſenſe, ſays Apaſio, agrees with the tenor of 
the apoſtle's arguing. © Not here ;” replies Mr We- 
ſley. Let us then conſider the aim, and trace the 
progreſs of the apoſtle's reaſoning. He is clearing u 
and confirming that great privilege of the golpel, 
There is no condemnation to them that are in FESUS 
CHRIST. This, you will allow, is not the fruit 
of juſtification, but juſtification itſelf. As this wants 
no argument to confirm it, let us proceed in our at- 
tention to the ſacred writer. There is no condemna- 
tion to thoſe who are true, behevers in FESUS 
CHRIST; who, in conſequence of this belief, wall 
not after the fleſh, but after the SPIRIT. 

Perhaps, ſome man will ſay, How can this be? 
ſince even true believers fall ſhort. Nay, they offend, 
and therefore muſt be liable to the curſe.— For this 
reaſon, they are delivered from condemnation; be- 
cauſe the law of the SPIRIT of life in CHRIST 
FESUS, that new diſpenſation, introduced in the 
room of the old law, promiſes the privilege of par- 
don, and the gift of the SPIRIT; in which thin 
the true life and real happineſs of mankind conſiſt : 
promiſes both freely, without any works, purely on 
account of the righteouſneſs which is in CHRIST 

ESUS. And hereby this re bleſſed 

iſpenſation, hath made me free from the law ; which 
convinced me of fin; condemned me for ſin; and 
bound me over unto death. | | 

Theſe are glad tidings, doubtleſs ; but are they not 
attended with two inconveniencies? Does not this 
procedure deprive the law of its due honour, and 
ſcreen the ſinner from his deſerved puniſhment !—By 
no means. For that which was an abſolute impoſſibility, 
on account of the ſtrictneſs of the law, and the weakneſs 
of human nature, G 0 D, to whom nothing is impoſ- 
lible, has moſt wonderfully accompliſhed ; by ſending 
his own SON, in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, to live a- 
mong ſinners; to come under their obligations, and 
perform the obedience demanded from them; by ſend- 
ing him alſo to be a ſacrifice for in; to be charged 
with its guilt, and undergo its puniſhment. By this 
grand expedient, he has provided for the honour and 
perfect accompliſhment ot the law. He has allo con- 
demned and puniſhed /in, with the utmoſt ſeverity. 


tOs 


422 


And both theſe in the fleſh ; in that very nature which 
was guilty, diſabled, ruined. 

Should you farther aſk, Wherefore is all this? To 
iy the ſureſt foundation, or make the moſt complete 
proviſion for our juſtification. That the 4 4-1ag4n 4 
of the law, both its righteous ſentence and its righ- 
teous precepts, whatever either of ſuffering or of obe- 
dience it required from tranſgreſſors, being fulſilled in 
CHRIST, might be fulfilled in us; as it was all 
done in our name; and as he and we are one; one in 
civil eſtimation, for he is our Repreſentative; one in 
legal eſtimation, for he is our Surety ; one in ſocial 
eſtimation, for he is our Bridegroom. For which 
cauſe, his righteous acts are ours, and his atoning 
death is ours. 

There was a time, when you embraced theſe ſenti- 
ments; when you had ſuch views of things; when 
ſuch language came out of your mouth, which even 
now ſtands upon record, under your own hand. See 
your © Principles of a Methodiſt.” If you have for- 
gotten them, permit me to remind you of them. 
« CHRIST,” you ſay, © is now the righteoutnels 
&« of all them that truly believe in him. He for them 
e paid the ranſom by his death; he for them fulfilled 
„ the law in his life. So that now, in him and by 
<« him, every believer may be called a fulfiller of the 
& law.” — Since you pronounce my ſenſe of the apo- 
ſtle's words unnatural, I adopt, I eſpouſe yours * ; 
and ſo much the more readily, as it will puzzle ſa- 
gacity itſelf, to diſcern a difference between them. 

« totally deny the criticiſm on u and gu 
Then be ſo good as to ſuggeſt a better. Or, if this 
thould be ſomewhat diflicult, at leaſt favour us with a 
reaſon for this your total denial. Not a word of 
either. Strange! that a man of ordinary diſcernment, 
ſhould offer to obtrude upon the public ſuch a multi- 
tude of naked, unſupported, magiſterial aſſertions ! 
ſhould ever be able to perſuade himſelf, that a poſitive 
air will paſs for demonſtration, or ſupply the place of 
argument! If this be to demonſtrate, if this be to 
confute, the idiot is as capable of both as the philo- 
ſopher.—May I not cry out, in your own ſtrain? O 
how deep an averſion to the imputed righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST does this Arminian ſcheme diſcover ! ſince 
it will make a man gainſay, when he knows not why, 
or wherefore. 

St Paul declares, that the Gentiles who followed not 
after righteouſneſs, had attained unto ri . er . Up- 
on which A/pa/io obſerves, that the righteouſneſs here 
mentioned, could not be any perſonal righteouſneſs. 
To which Mr Weſtey replies, It was.” And to ren- 


der his reply quite irreſiſtible, a perfect thunderbolt 


in argumentation ; he adds, © Certainly it was.“ — 
How, Sir! did they attain perſonal righteouſneſs 
without ator, hee it? Are you becoming a Calvi- 
niſt? you that had rather be an Atheiſt? Could the 
zealot of Geneva go greater lengths ?—Aſpaſio will not 
deny, that theſe Gentiles were ſanctified, as well as 
juſtified ; but he will venture to athrm, that no de- 
gree of ſanctiſication can make the perſons righteous, 
who are once become ſinners. CHRIST, like El:- 
jah, firſt caſts his mantle over them; and then, like 
Eliſha, they forſake all and follow him. 

The righteouſneſs which the Gentiles attained, could 
not be a perſonal righteouſneſs. * Certainly it was.“ 
— Then it was the righteouſneſs of the law ; whereas, 
the righteouſneſs which they 
ſaid to be the righteouſneſs of faith. — Then it was a 
righteouſneſs conſiſting of good works and - godly 
tempers. Whereas, their righteouſneſs conſiſted in 
believing, according. to the apoſtle's own explanation. 


Should Mr Weſtey fay, Though I ufed theſe words, I ne- 
ver intended them for a comment on this paſſage. —If you did 
not, I imagine, the compilers of our homilies, from whom 
they are taken, did. At leaſt they regarded this text as a foun- 

dation, a warrant, a proof of their doctrine. | 
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attained, is expreſsly 


LET. X. 
With the heart man believeth unto righteouſneſ;.. 

it was the righteouſneſs of man. Penton rig hea 
neſs and implanted holineſs paſs," in the Ones 
under that denomination. 


{cr tu 
Whereas, theſe Gen 


ſubmitted themſelves to the righteouſneſs of GOD, — 


what theſe Gentiles attained had been a perſonal x; h 
teouſneſs, it would have been no ſtumbling- block tc 
the Feros, Even they would have fallen in with f : 
a ſyitem of religion, as ſhould afcribe rightcouſnef 
and ſalvation to their own duties and their own Face 4 

You ſay, © It was zmplanted, as well as impute 
Here, then, you acknowledge an imputed righteouf 
neſs. You yourſelf uſe the phraſe. You aflirm it t, 
be, if not the whole, part, at leaſt, of the apoſtle 
doctrine. I wiſh you had bcen of this mind = hk 
you began your letter. Then you would not haye 
conjured me, by all that 1s venerable and important 
to diſcontinue an expreſſion, which conveys — your 
own—the apoſtle's meaning—and the meaning of the 
HOLY GHOST. 

You join imputed and implanted righteouſneſs, 80 
in caſe this addreſs to yourſelf ſhould paſs through 
the printer's band, would I join a handſome type and 
pertinent reaſoning. Yet, 1 apprehend, when you fi 
down to examine the effay, you will regard only the 
latter. — What you aflociate, you affociate properly, 
The firſt is the trunk, the laſt is one of the branches 
which ſpring from it; but the apoſtle ſeems, in the 
place before us, to be conſidering the firſt only, The 
laſt he reſerves for ſome future occaſion.— He is ſpeak- 
ing of the righteouſneſs, by which we are ſaved; and 
that is ſolely the imputed righteouſneſs of CHRIST. 
—He is ſpeaking of the righteouſneſs, which was an 
eye-ſore and an offence to the ſelf-conceited Fews ; 
and this was only the imputed righteouſneſsof CHRIST, 
—He 1s ſpeaking of a r 5 contradiſtinguiſh- 
ed to that righteouſneſs which is deſcribed by he that 
doth theſe things; and this can be nothing elſe, but 
the imputed * of CHRIST. — Therefore, 
though love of G OD, and conformity to his image; 
though the pure heart, and the devout affection; are 
the inſeparable concomitants, or rather the genuine pro- 
duce of imputed righteouſneſs; yet here they come not 
under conſideration. To force them into this paſſage, 
is to make them appear out of due ſeaſon. Such an 
expoſition may beſpeak a zealous officiouſneſs, not 2 
diſtinguiſhing judgment ; becauſe it confounds the 
order of the apoſtie's plan; it defeats the deſign of 
his argument, if it does not introduce felt-contradic- 
tion into his arguing. | 

This righteouſneſs came upon the Gentiles, as the 
former and latter rain upon the earth. To them was ful- 
filled the word ſpoken by the prophet 1/atah ; Let the 
ſhes pour down righteouſneſs. As the earth engendereth 
not the rain ; has not the leaſt influence in forming, 
or the leaſt agency in procuring the retreſhing ſhowers; 
but only receiveth them, as the mere gift of Provi- 
dence ; ſo theſe Gentiles had not the leaſt influence in 
effecting, nor the leaſt agency in procuring this righ- 
teouſneſs. When the good news came into their ter- 
ritories, they were totally deſtitute of it; they were 
utterly unconcerned about it; they knew nothing at 
all concerning it. But ſeeing it revealed in the goſpel; 
ſeeing it diſplayed, as the work of G O D, and hear. 
ing it offered, as the gift of G OD, they were not 
diſobedient to the heavenly invitation. They believed 
the. report, they accepted the bleſſing, and relied upon 
it for life and falvation. — Then, as the rain coming 
down and the ſnow from heaven, returneth not thitbes 
again, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth 
and bud; that it may give ſeed to the ſower, an bread 
to the eater : fo, this ineſtimable truth being admitted 
into the ſoul, CHRIST, and his righteouſneſs, be. 
ing received to dwell in the heart *; all the pow? 


; 
* Eph. it. 17. 
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1 gual nature, or what St P au] calls tbe nner 
of He d, quickened, and fructiſied. They 
2 e roſe, and bloſſom as the lily; they bring 


th 1 
dach the fraits of inward love, of outward obedience, 


iverſal godlineſs. 
_ Roe toftruZtion in righteouſneſs, in the righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST. © Was there ever ſuch a comment be- 
« fore?“ May I not anſwer, in your 0wn words, 
Was there ever ſuch a method of confutation uſed be- 
tore ?—But you add, © The plain meaning is, for 
& training up in holineſs of heart and of lite,” I wiſh 
ou had thought of introducing this interpretation, 
by the following ſhort preface, © I take it tor grant- 
« £4,” You would then have been ſure of ſaying one 
truth. — But if this does not appear plain to me, as 
you ſee it did not to Aſpaſio, methinks, you ſhould 
ſend me your ſpectacles, or favour me with your rea- 
vi ou pleaſe to examine the paſſage, you will find 
you P 

holineſs of heart and life, comprehended in one of the 
preceding expreſſions. Nox rravoptucry ſignifies, For re- 
oration of the man to a ſtate of moral uprightnels ; 
which muſt include a renovation of the mind, and a 
reformation of the conduct. After this comes, very 
properly, and, without any tautology, very needfully, 
and to the exceeding comfort of the ſinner, another 
moſt valuable property of the ſcriptures, They in- 
ru the reader in the Chriſtian righteouſneſs in the 
juſtifying righteouſneſs; in that myſterious, but in- 
comparably - precious righteouſneſs, which no other 
book in the world diſplays, mentions, or ſo much as 
hints. Yet, without which, we could never ſtand in 
the judgment, never find acceptance with G O D, 
nor be admitted into the realms of glory. — If you 
reject this ſenſe, the apoſtle's character of the ſacred 
volumes is very defective; it leaves out what is their 
ſupreme excellence, and moſt diſtinguithing peculia- 
rity; what is firſt, and above all other things neceſ- 
fary for our fallen race.—A traveller undertakes to 
give an account of ſome celebrated picture-gallery. 
He deſcribes the dimenſions of the ſtructure, the form 
of the windows, the ornaments of the roof; but he 
quite forgets, at leaſt, he totally omits, the article of 
the paintings. Is this a maſterly execution of his de- 
ſign? is this ſatisfactory to the hearer's curioſity ? 

* ſhall convince the world of righteouſneſs “ That 
] am not a ſinner, but innocent and holy.” How 
flat and jejune is this expoſition! Nothing — be more 
ſo, to my taſte.—“ Innocent and holy!“ IS this all 
the SPIRIT witneſſes, concerning the moſt adorable 
and infinitely-deſerving SON of GOD? Does this 
come up to the inconceivable dignity of his perſon, 
nnd the immenſely-glorious perfection of his work? 
W i; this fufficient to comfort the conſcience, ſmitten 

2 2 ſenſe 2 moſt damnable guilt, and alarmed with 
the terrors of eternal vengeance ? | 

The whole clauſe contains a platform or ſummary 
of evangelical truth; of that all-important truth, 
which miniſters are to teach and preach ; which the 
OLT SPIRIT will own and accompany with his in- 
_ _ 3 is 2 made the power of 
3 to the ſalvation of the hearers.—He ſhall con- 
vince the world of fin; of the guilty and miſerable 
ſtate, in which all mankind are plunged by nature ; 
and in which every individual perſori continues, ſo 
long as he is deſtitute of an intereſt in CHRIST, ſo 
long as he believeth not in HIM, who died upon the 
cross, and is gone to the F A TH E R.—Of rige. 
neſs ; he ſhall reveal the REDEEMER's moſt per- 
nl fect and magnificent righteouſneſs in their hearts. 
_ righteouſneſs, which ſatisfies the juſtice of the 

OST HIGH, and brings complete redemption to 
tranſgreſſors. Teſtifying, not barely, that he is in- 
nocent ; ſuch was Adam in Paradiſe : not barely that 
he is holy; f h eis! ; Ap, 
3 * 3 1UCH are angels in heaven. Shall the eter- 
| EATOR, even after his humiliation unto 
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death, have no higher a teſtimony than a ſet of mere 
creatures? Yes, verily; the HOLY GHOST 
will convince the world, that CHRIS T's righteouſ- 
neſs is the grand and capital bleſſing, which the pro- 
phets foretold ; and which not only fulfils, but mag- 
nifes the law. That it is the righteouſneſs, the very 
righteouſneſs of the incarnate JEHOVAH; and 
therefore renders every ſoul, to whom it is imputed, 
unblameable, unreprovable, complete. Glorious of- 
fice this! worthy to be the object of the almighty 
COMFORTER's agency! 1n performing which, 
he adminiſters ſtrong conſolation. —Then he ſhall con- 
vince of judgment ; ſhall condemn and caſt out the 
prince of this world, introducing a moſt happy chan 
into the heart and life ; ſhall begin and carry on the 
work of grace, ſanctification, obedience; and all, 
through the joyful knowledge, together with the 
{onal appropriation, of this juſtifying righteouſneſs. 
| That we might be made the righteouſneſs of GOD in 
him. Which cannot be intrinſically, but muſt be im- 
putatively.— This interpretation A/paſio eſtabliſhes, at- 
tempts, at leaſt, to eſtabliſh from the tenor of the 
context, from the apoſtle's antitheſis, and from ſeve- 
ral venerable names. But what are all thee to Mr 
Wejley? No more than the arrow and th? ſpear to 
leviathan. Nay, not ſo much. That ſcaly monſter 
eſteemeth iron as ſtraw, and braſs as rotten wood. 
But Mr Weſley, caſed in his own ſelf-ſufficiency, e- 
ſtecmeth all the aforementioned evidences as mere no 
things. He totally diſregards them. Reaſon, gram- 
mar, precedents, are eclipſed by his bare negative, and 
vaniſh into an inſigniſicancy, not worthy of notice. 
When Aſpaſio, ſupported by ſuch great authority, 
ſays, This cannot be intrinſically, but muſt be impu- 
tatively; Mr Weſley, ſupported by his greater elf, 
replies, Both the one and the other.” — But does 
he duly advert to the apoſtle's ſubject, or follow the 
clue of the context? The ſubje# is reconciliation to 
G OD, juſtification before GO D, or that, whatever 
it be, which is implied in not imputing treſpaſſes. 
The context intimates, that intrinſic holineſs is not yet 
taken into conſideration, but is reſerved for the next 
chapter. There the apoſtle exhorts the Corinthians, not 
to receive this inſinitely- rich grace of free juſtification, 
in vain; but to ſhew its efficacy, to ſhew its excellency, 
and recommend it to the unbelieving world, by an un- 
blameable converſation, giving no offence in any thing. 
Juſtification then is the only point which the apoſlle, 
in this paſſage, conſiders ; and juſtification is the fruit 
of imputed righteouſneſs ſolely, not of inherent righ- 
teouſneſs in any degree. This we muſt allow, unleſs 
we prefer the impolitions of Trent, before the confel- 
ſion of our church: © Faith ſays unta us, It is not I 
that take away your fins, but CHRIST only; 
* and to him only I fend you for that purpoſe, for- 
* faking therein all your good words, thoughts, and 
* works, and only putting your traſt in CHRIST.” 
Thus ſpeaks, and thus teaches, our reformed church. 
—* If any one ſay; that man is juſtified only by the 
* imputation of CHRIST 's righteouſneſs, or only 
© by the remiſſion of fins, without the co-operation 
* of inherent grace and holy love, let him be accur- 
c ſed *. Thus dogmatizes, and thus anathematizes; 
that mother of falſehoods. — Chuſe now your ſide. 
For my part, I renounce and abjure the proud and 
iniquitous decree. If you perſiſt in your preſent opi- 
nion, there will be an apparent harmony between 
yourſelf and Rome, but an effential difference between 
yourſelf and Aſpaſio. 2 5 
« G ON, through him, firſt accounts, and then makes 
ce us righteous.” How? Does G OD account us 
righteous, before he makes us fo? Then his judgment 
is not according to truth. Then he reckons us to be 
Si quis dixerit,, hominem juſtificari, vel ſola imputat ion 
juſtitiæ, vel ſola remiſſione peccatorum, excluſa gratia et eba- 
ritate, anathema eſto, Seſſ. vi. can. 11. 
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righteous, when we are really otherwiſe. Is not this 
the language of your doctrine? this the unavoidable 
conſequence of your notion ? 
horrid, does it ſound in every ear? Is not this ablo- 
lately irreconcileable with our ideas of the ſupreme 
BEING, and equally incompatible with the dictates 
of ſcripture ? There we are taught, that GO D juſti- 
fieth the ungodly. —Mark the words. The ungodly are 
the objects of the divine juſtification, But can he 
account the ungodly righteous ? Impoſlible How 
then does he act? He art makes them righteous *.— 
After what manner? By imputing to them the righ- 
teouſneſs of his dear 8 O N.—Then he pronounces 
them righteous, and moſt truly. He treats them as 
righteous, and moſt juſtly, In ſhort, then he ab- 
ſolves them from guilt ; adopts them for his children; 
and makes them heirs of his eternal kingdom.—In the 
grand tranſaction, thus regulated, mercy and truth 
meet together. All proceeds in the moſt harmonious 
and beautiful conſiſtency, with the ſeveral attributes 
of GOD; with his whole revealed will; and with 
all his righteous law, | | 
The righteouſneſs which is of GOD by faith, is 
“ both'gnputed and inherent.” — Then it is like inter- 
weaving, linen and woollen ; the motley mixture for- 
bidden to the [fraz/ites, Or rather, like weaving a 
thread of the fineſt gold, with a hempen cord, or a 
ſpider's web.—The righteouſneſs which is of GOD, is 
perfect. conſummate, everlaſting. Not ſo inherent 
righteouſneſs, your own ſelf being judge, and your 
own pen being witneſs.—In the righteouſneſs which 
is of GOD, the apoſtle deſires to be found, before the 
great and terrible tribunal of the LO RD. His own 
righteouſneſs, or the righteouſneſs which is inherent, 
he abandons, as abſolutely improper for this great 
purpoſe ; being no more fitted to give him boldneſs 
at the day of judgment, than dung and blth are fit 
to introduce a perſon, with credit and dignity, to 
court.— The righteouſneſs which is of GOD is un- 
known to reaſon; is revealed from heaven; and 
without the works of the law. Whereas, the righ- 
teouſneſs inherent, is diſcoverable by reaſon ; was 
known to the Heathens ; and conſiſts in a conformity 
of heaft and life to the precepts of the law. — By 
the latter, we act, we obey, and offer our ſpiritual 
ſacrifices unto G O D. By the former, we work 
nothing; we render nothing unto G O D, but only 
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But how harſh, it not 


Lea. 
a little while ago, that fallen man „ is not juſtifie; | 
perfect obedience!” Is not CHRIST) = 
. £. £ 1 . . . tors. 
ous life perfect ovedience ? It your faith fixes on * 
perfect obedience, is it not for the purpoſe of ju 12 
tion? — How] with common ſenſe ? Since you ſy 19g 
that the“ icripture aſeribes the whole of * 
% tion to the death of CHRIST,“ ſo entirely N 
it to the death oft CHRIST, that “ there Ne 
<*« need of his fulſilling the moral law, in order to i 
* chaſe redemption for us ;” what reaſon, or ſi - 84 
of reaſon can you have, to fix upon what we call * 
merit of his life? If what you ſuppoſe and l 
true, there was no kind of meritorious eſlicacy "y 15 
life. Eis life and all his labours were, in this tes. y 
a mere ſuperfluity. Salvation might have "Phe pr 
tained, and redemption purchaſed, without their co 
currence. Therefore to fix upon them, is to fix = 
on a phantom, and to reſt your hopes upon 4 70 
noug ht. 85 
But ſtay. Am I not repeating the miſcongy;; 
which proved ſo fatal to the famous Earl of Wary;,; 
and his forces? At the battle of Gladmore, while the 
ſcale of victory hung in ſuſpenſe, they ſaw a conlider. 
able body of troops advancing. Suppoſing them i; 
be enemies, the bowmen made a general diſchars. 
and galled them with their arrows. But they fo 
perceived their miſtake ; that they had been oppolin 
their friends, and annoying their allies, Perhaps, > 
this time, you are become my ally. You may hay: 
ſcen your errors; may have corrected your notions: 
ſaying, in ratification of both, We agree.” ; 
That is, I would no longer exclude the merits. 
% rious obedlence of CHRIST. But this, together 
„with his atoning death, I look upon as the only 
** cauſe of my juſtification, —This I call his rightecui. 
© neſs; and this, being imputed to me, becomes my 
&« plea, my portion, and rational foundation for mi 
9 Ae e REC po I receive by faith; which 
* I now look upon, not as conſtituting any part of 
my recommendation, but only as receptive of the 
„ fulneſs laid up for me in C HR 1ST.— Though 
„ the law of works faith, Do and live; I am now 
made ſenſible, that the law of faith ſays, Be verily 
* perſuaded, that CHRIST is ſufficient for thy ac. 
ceptance, without any doing of thy own at al. 
« —Since CHRIST is given to me in the ſacred re- 
« cord, given to me as a ſinner, to be received with- 
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receive of his grace. out any conditions, I joyfully accept the gift. I am 
They are, therefore, not the fame, but totally diſ- © ſatisfied with his doing and ſuffering : they are di 
tint. To blend and confound them, betrays unſkil- © vinely excellent, and infinitely ſufficient : I neither 
fulneſs in the word of righteouſneſs; derogates from © wiſh for, nor think of any thing more, to obtain 
the honour of CHRIST, and tends to cheriſh a le- my complete falvation.—This way of falvation ef. 
fectually excludes boaſting ; and at the ſame time 
produces thoſe deſirable effects, that love of GOD; 
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gal frame, or, what the ſcripture calls, a ſpirit of © 
ondage.—If you would approve yourſelf a workman, © 
that need not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word © 
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of truth, thus you ſhould ſpeak, and thus you ſhould 
write; the righteoufneſs of GOD is always imputed. 
But, being imputed, it produces the righteouſneſs in- 
herent. Being juſtified by the former, ſaved from 
hell, and rendered meet for heaven; we are ſanctified 
alſo, and diſpoſed to love the LO R D, who has dealt 
ſo bountifully with us; and if to love, then to wor 

ſhip him, to ſerve him, to imitate him. 

My faith fixes on both the meritorious liſæ and atoning 
death of CHRIST. Here we clearly agree. 
How can 2 clearly agree, either with Aſpaſio, or 
with yourſelf, or with common fenſe ?—How with 
Aſpaſio? Since you queſtion, in direct contrariety to 
his ſentiments, whether the death of CHRIST be 
not the whole of what St Paul ſtyles the obedience of 
. ONE.—How with yourſelf? For did you not declare, 


 * Agpreeably to this, our church ſpeaks ; In juſtification, of 
unjuſt we are made juſt before GOD; and adds, This is the 
Rrong rock and foundation of Chriftian religion, Hom. of Ju- 
ſtif. part 2. 


that delight in his perfections; that conformity to 
« his will; which the law of works requires in vain.” 
If this is what you mean by © We agree,” I wouli 
ſeal and ratify the agreement, with the laſt wiſh, and 
the laſt words of the celebrated Father Paul, Eſto pen 
petua. Be this the caſe, and you ſhall have not only 
the right hand of fellowſhip, but the right hand of 
pre- eminence.— Only I crave one favour in returu. 
Diſmiſs thoſe injurious inſinuations, which cauſe you Wi 
readers to ſuſpe&, that Apa“ conſiders the meritors 
ous life of CHRIST, ſeparate from his atoning death. 
Whereas, he aflirms them to be inſeparable, like the 
correſpondence of motion between the two eyes. If 
if you can make one of your eyes move to the right, Wi 
while the other wheels off to the left. When 500 
have done this, then, and not till then, may you hae Bl 
ſome reaſonable pretence for theſe your ſuggeſtions. ' Wl 
Alas! quanta de ſpe decidi! I find my hopes V By 
too ſanguine. We are not come to the deſired coal Wil 
tion. In this very paragraph, you begin to fly 0H, 
By. talking of imputed righteouſneſs, you tell ws 
« We are expoſed to an exceeding great hazard; e 
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f living and dying without holineſs.” 

4 — I — A Vette piece written upon 
this ſubject by the Rev. Mr Witherſpoon ? If you have 
ot, let me recommend it to your peruſal. In caſe 
: hy are ignorant of that powerful influence, which 
"n:Gcation through the 1 of CHRIS T 
— upon ſanctification and true holineſs, from this 
treatiſe you may learn ſome valuable knowledge. In 
caſe the author of this treatiſe is miſtaken, in main- 
taining the indiſſoluble connection of juſtification with 
true godlineſs; and the never failing efficacy of the 
RED EE ME R's righteouſneſs, to brin 5 forth will- 
ing obedience in the believer; you may have an op- 
[tunity of rectifying his ſentiments, You may give 
in your next publication, a preſervative, not only 
againſt unſettled, bat againſt unſound notions 1n reli- 


GO heron, ſpeaking of gems, ſays, when nicely poliſh- 
ed, and prod! al of their luſtre, they ſtand can dates 
for a ſeat on the virtuous fair- one's breaſt. — This diſ- 
pleaſes Mr Weſley. Would he then have gems placed 
on the vitious or laſcivious breaſt? Or would he have 
them put to no uſe at all, but buried in darkneſs ? Did 
the ALMIGH TY pour ſuch brilliancy upon them, 
only that they might be conſigned over to obſcurity ? 
Did he not rather array them with luſtre and with 
charms, that they might diſplay ſomething of his own 
brightnels ; incite his rational creatures to admire his 
tranſcendent excellency, and teach his faithful people 
to apprehend the emphaſis of that animating promiſe, 
They ſhall be mine, in the day that I make up my jewels. 
« I can't reconcile this with St Paul. He ſays, not 
« with pearls; by a parity of reaſon, not with dia- 
« monds.” — Do you rightly underſtand St Paul? 
Don't you dwindle his manly and noble 1dea, into a 
meanneſs and littleneſs of ſenſe ? ſuch as befits the ſu- 
perſtitious and contracted ſpirit of a hermit, rather 
than the generous and exalted temper of a behever 
who ſtands faſt in the liberty, wherewith CHRIST 
hath made him free? Our LORD ſays not, they that 
are ſplendidly apparelled, are apparelled unſuitably to 
Chriſtianity, or in a manner inconſiſtent with the fear 


of GOD; but they are in kings courts, and their 


dreſs is adapted to their ſtation. Neither does St Paul 
forbid the uſe of pearls, or coſtly array, when a perſon's 
circumſtances will afford them, and his ſituation in 
life may require them. He rather cautions againſt 
the abuſe, againſt looking upon theſe glittering things, 
as any part of their true dignity, on which they va- 
lue themſelves, or by which they would be recom- 
mended to others. The word is not , put on &, 
nor gw, wear F, but wouw, adorn. 5 Let them not 
place their excellency in ſuch mean diſtinctions ; 
* no, nor covet to diſtinguiſh themſelves by theſe 
* ſuperficial decorations ; but rather by the ſubſtan- 
* tial ornaments of real ineſs, aud good works ; 
* which will render both them eir religion 
truly amiable.” | 
The apoſtle Peter obſerves the ſame propriety of 
ſpeech, and the ſame correctneſs of ſentiment. Whoſe 
adorning, let it not be that outward adorning of wearin 
gold, or plaiting the hair, or putting on of e! 
as this an abſolute prohibition of the ſeveral parti- 
culars mentioned, it would forbid all Kind of cloathing, 
or the putting on of any apparel. Take the paſſage in 
your rigorous ſenſe, and it concludes as forcibly againſt 
garments, as againſt ornaments ; we muſt even go 
naked, and lay aſide our cloaths, as well as our gems. 
Whereas, underſtood according to the natural fignifi- 
cation of the words (. fee, not w 7 ) it CONVEYS 


4 very important, and a very ſeaſonable exhortation ; 
A 8 ians, ſcorn to borrow your recommendations 
. om the needle, the loom, or the toy-ſhop. This 

may be the faſhion of a vain world. But let your 


1 vi. 9. 


N + Matth. xi. 8, 
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* embelliſhments, or that which beautifies and diſtin- 
* guiſhes your character, be of a ſuperior nature. 
hay Let it be internal; not ſuch as the ſheep have wore, 
or the ſilk-· worms ſpun; but ſuch as is peculiar to 
* the immortal mind, or the hidden man of the heart. 
Let it be ſubſtantial; not ſuch as the moth corrodes, 
or ſuch as periſhes in uſing; but that which is not 
* corruptible ; which being planted on earth, will be 
* tranſplanted into heaven, and being ſown in time, 
„Will flouriſh to eternity.—Let it be that adorning, 
* whoſe excellency is unqueſtionable, and whoſe praiſe 
« 15 of GOD, even the ornament of a meek and quiet 
&« ſpirit : which will render you, not indeed like the 
« grandees of the earth, but like the SON of the 
« HIGHEST; ſhewing, that you are united to 
« him; intereſted in him; and partakers of his divine 
“ nature.” 

In all things, I perceive, you are too favourable, 
both to the defire of the fleſh, and the defire of the eye.” 
I rather think, Mr We/ley is tov cenſorious of others, 
and too indulgent to himſelf, Why may not Theron 
wear his richly-emboſſed gold watch, and his lady uſe 
her golden buckle ſet with diamonds, as well as you 
and I wear a ſilver buckle *, or make uſe of our ſilver 
watch? Why may not an earl or a counteſs 4 put on 
their robes, ſumptuous with embroidery, or their co- 
ronet, glittering with jewels, as inoffenſively, as you 
and I put on a beaver-hat, or trail after us a prunella 
gown! There is no neceſſity for this our ſpruceneſs. 
A fuitian jacket would keep our backs warm, and a 
flannel cap our heads, as well as our more elegant ar- 
ray.—Methinks, therefore, we ſhould either abſtain . 
from all needleſs finery in our own dreſs, or elſe for- 
bear to cenſure it in others. Rather, we ſhould all, 
in our reſpective ſtations, and according to our re- 
ſpective circumſtances, uſe theſe things as not abuſing 
hw z remembering, that the faſhion of this world 
pres away. Looking therefore for that city of the 

iving G0 D, whoſe wall is of jaſper, whoſe buildings 
are of 3 gold, and whoſe foundations are garniſhed 
with all manner of precious ſtones ; but whoſe external 
ſplendor is infinitely ſurpaſſed by the glory of GO D, 
which lightens it, and by the preſence of the LAMB, 
which is the light thereof. When we are bleſſed with 
clear apprehenſions of this ineffable glory which ſhall 
be revealed ; when we live under a delightful perſua- 
ſion, that GOD hath 2 to us this eternal life; 
gems will have but little luſtre in our eye, and leſs and 
leſs allurements for our heart. All the pomp of this 
tranſient world will appear to us, as the palace of Fer- 
ſailles, or the gardens of Stowe, would appear to ſome 
ſuperior being; who, from an exalted ſtand in æther, 
ſhould contemplate the terraqueous globe; and at one 
view take in its vaſt dimenſions, its prodigious revo- 
lutions, and its moſt copious furniture. 

“ You are a gentle caſuiſt as to every ſelf-indul- 
« gence, which a plentiful fortune can furniſh.” —1 
would conſider the end for which theſe things were 
created, and point out and enforce their proper im- 
provements. They were created, not to tantalize, but 
to treat us; not to enſnare, but to gratify us. Then 
they are properly improved, when we enjoy them 
wk moderation, and render them inſtruments of uſe- 


That Mr ley may not ſuſpe& I am pleading for ſelf- 
indulgence, I will give him my word, that I have never wore 
my filver buckles, ſince I was in mourning for his Royal High- 
neſs. Neither ſhall I have one uneaſy thought, if I never put 
them on again. | | | 

+ Should it be ſaid, the perſons to whom St Peter wrote, 
were in mean circumſtances ; therefore ſuch grandees are out 
of the queſtion. I anſwer, 'The perſons for whom St Peter 
wrote, were all Chriſtians to the very end of the world. A- 
mong theſe, though there may not be many grand, nor many 
noble, yet, bleſſed be GOD, there are /me. And when 
theſe go to receive their celeſtial crown, we truſt, it will be ſaid, 


— — Uns ablato nan deficit alter 
Aureus. | | 
t5P 
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citements of our gratitude.— What 


ou call my ca- 
ſuiſtry, is built upon a maxim, hic 


will never be 


controverted; Every creature of GOD is good, re- 


ceived with thankſorving. It is nothing elſe, but an at- 
tempt to diſplay what is affirmed in the former clauſe, 
and to enforce what is preſcribed in the latter. 

In the ſixth letter, in the ninth, and in other parts, 
Theron enumerates ſome of the fineſt productions, and 
moſt choice accommodations which the earth, the air, 
the ſeas afford. In imitation of the apoſtle, who in 
one ſentence expreſſes abundantly more, than my three 
volumes contain; H E giveth us all things richly to en- 
ey. In imitation of the pſalmiſt alſo, who, in ſeveral 
of his hymns, eſpecially in P/alm civ. celebrates the 

rofuſe munificence of JEHOVAH; profuſe, even 
in temporal bleſſings, and with regard to our animal 
nature.—Does our nature call for ſomething to ſup- 
port it? Here is bread, which ſtrengthens man's heart, 
and is the ſtaff of his life. Does our nature go farther, 
and covet ſomething to pleaſe it? Here is ne, that 
maketh glad the heart of man; regaling his palate, and 
exhilarating his ſpirits. Is our nature yet more cra- 
ving, and deſirous of ſomething to beautify it? Here 
is oil, that maketh the face to Hine; that the counte- 
nance may appear both chearful and amiable ;. that 
gaiety may ſparkle in the eye, while beauty glows in 
the cheek. Now I cannot perſuade myſelf, nor is all 
Mr We/ty's rhetoric powerful enough to convince me, 
that it is any diſcredit or any error to follow ſuch 
examples, 

« But I mention the exquilite reliſh of turbot, and 
cc the deliciouſneſs of ſturgeon. And are not ſuch ob- 
« ſervations beneath the dignity of a miniſter of 
& CHRIST? Mr Weſley does not obferve from 
whom theſe remarks proceed. Not from Aſpa ſio, 
but Veron. To make him ſpeak like a miniſter of 
CHRIST, or like a Chriſtian of the firſt rank, would 
be entirely out of character. It would have betrayed 
an utter ignorance, or a total diſregard of Heorace's rule; 


Reddere perſone ſeit convenientia cutque. 


However, I am willing to take all upon myſelf, and 
be reſponſible for the obnoxious ſentiments. I would 
only aſk, Is any thing ſpoken of, which the A L- 
MIGHT has not made? and ſhall I think it be- 
neath my dignity, to magnify the work of his hands? 
Is any thing ſpoken of, which the ALMIGHTY 
has not beſtowed ? and ſhall I think it a diminution 
of my character, to acknowledge the various gifts of 
his bounty ? Has GOD moſt high thought it worthy of 
his infinite majeſty, to endue the creatures with ſuch 
pleaſing qualities, as render them a delicious entertain- 
ment to our appetites? and ſhall I reckon it a mean 
unbecoming employ, to bear witneſs to this conde- 
ſcending indulgence of the DEITY ?—Particularity 
in recounting benefits, 1s feldom deemed a fault, It 
comes under no ſuch denomination, in my ſyſtem of 
ethics. If Mr Weſley has a better, in which neglect 
and inſenſibility are ranked among the virtues, I muſt 
undoubtedly, upon thoſe principles, drop my plea. 
Where they are commendable, my conduct muſt be 
inexcuſable ; and if inexcuſable, I fear, wreclaimable. 
For I ſhall never be aſhamed to take a fiſh, a fowl, or 
a fruit in my hand, and ſay, A preſent this from 
% our all-bountiful CREATOR! See its beauty, 
„ taſte its ſweetneſs, admire its excellency, and love 
« and adore the grout Benefactor. To us he hath 
« freely granted theſe, and other delights ; though 


« he himſelf, in the days of his fleſh, had gall to eat, 


« and vinegar to drink.” 


« But the mentioning theſe in ſuch a manner, is a 


« ftrong encouragement of luxury and ſenſuality.” 
If, to enumerate a few of theſe dainties-*, be a 


The ſcripture calls them, royal dainties, Gen, xlix. 20. 
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fulneſs ; when they are regarded as pregnant tokens 
of our CREATOR's love, and act as endearing in- 


thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 


T E P. LI r. x. ö 
ſtrong encouragement to luxury, how much m 
create them all, and clothe them with ſuc 
properties, and recommend them by 
tractives ? — But © the mentioning them in fu 
manner.“ What! Is this an encourage ent + . j 
ſuality ? to mention them, as ſo many inſtances of wy 
vine beneficence, and ſo many motives to human T 
titude? This, methinks, is the way to prevent n 
abuſe of our animal enjoyments, and to correct th 1 
pernicious tendency. This is the way to endear thet 
adorable GIVER, and render them incentives to | "a 
And the love of GOD is a better guard againſt lu. 
xury, a better preſervative from ſenſuality, than al 
the rigid rules of the cloyſter or monaſtery, 
Upon the whole, however well affeted Mr Weſt 
male. 


nore, to 
h invitin 
ſuch delicate at. 


may be to our civil, he ſeems to be a kind of 
content with regard to our ſpiritual liberties; thy, 
I mean, which are configned over to us in the M ; 
gna Charta of the goſpel. a: 

We have liberty, through JESUS CHRIST. 0 
uſe not one only, but every creature of G OD: ab 
to uſe them in a ſanctiſed manner, ſo that they ſhall 
not ſenſualize our affections, but refine and exalt them 
by knitting our hearts more inſeparably to their my. 
1 1 According to that clauſe in the 

eavenly deed, All things are yours. This vo 
curtail 4 diminiſh. A 4 FLY Ns 

We have liberty to look upon ourſelves as juſti. 
fied before GO D, without any works of our own: 
made perfectly righteous in his ſight, without any Pere 
ſonal obedience whatever ; entirely through our Re. 
preſentative and Surety, what he has ſuffered in our 
name and in our ſtead. According to thoſe gracious 
declarations, In the LORD have I righteouſneſs ; and 
By the obedience of O NE ſhall many be made righteny, 
This you would ſuperſede and aboliſh, 

We have liberty to claim and receive this unſpeak. 
able privilege, without performing any conditions, or 
ſeeking any prerequilites ; having no other qualik- 
cation, than that of being loſt ſinners, and needin 
no other warrant than the divine grant, made and re- 
corded in the word of the goſpel. According to that 
moſt generous invitation, Come, buy wine and buy milt, 
wit hout money and without price. According to that 
moſt gratuitous conceſſion, Whoever will, let him tale 
of the water of liſe freely. This you would clog and 
embarrals. 

We have liberty, through our LORD's atonement, 
to look upon ourſelves as made free from all guilt ; 
to conſider our ſins, as abſolutely blotted out, never 
to appear again, either to our utter condemnation, or 
to our leaſt confuſion. 

The three firſt articles of the charge, I think, are 
made clear, too clear and undeniable, in the courſe of 
the preceding letters. Should you challenge me to 
prove the laſt, Irefer you to your aſlize-ſermon. There 
you tell us, that the ſins of true believers, as well 23 
of unbelievers, will be brought to light, and expoſed 
before the whole world, at the day of univerſal 
judgment. 

Here, I muſt do you the juſtice to acknowledge, 
that you have not, as in your epiſtolary animadver- 
ſions on Aſpaſio, required your audience to aſſent, 
merely becauſe you + You attempt to eſtabliſh 
your opinion by the authority of Solomon; GOD 

ſhall wap every work into judgment, with every ſecret 

But 
you ſeem to forget, that the fins of the believer are 
r« un owe, things that are not. CHRIST has blotted 
out, as a thick cloud, our tranſgreſſions ; yea, as a thit 
cloud, our fins *—Confider i $4 as moral ſtains, or 


I xliv. 22. M Nubes. WV) Nubecula, Thus Houbigant 
tranſlates the words; and, I think, very juſtly. The firſt 
ſcems to denote an immenſe arrangement of clouds, covering 
the ſky. The ſecond fignifies a looſe detached: fragment, Hoat- 
ing in the upper regions, The firſt fixed like a vault ; the laſt 
ſailing like a ſkiff. This ſenſe diverfifies the prophet's mager) 


LE r. XI. ; 
Glement ; they are waſhed away by the 
8551 — 7 5 US. And ſurely the blood of G O D 


powerful an effect on our ſouls as the 
waters of Fordan had upon Naaman's body *.—Conſi- 
der them as contracting guilt, or deſerving puniſh- 
ment ; they are vacated ; they are diſannulled; and, 
like the ſcape-goat, diſmiſſed into the pathleſs 1nac- 
ceſſible wilderneſs, when ſought for, they ſhall not be 
—Conſider them in either 45 theſe ＋ 2 

r any other character, and they are, not only 
yr + ſecreted, but aboliſhed. Juſt as the dark- 
neſs of the night is aboliſhed, by the ſplendor of this 
clear, ſerene, delightful morning. 

Bring to our fight, if you can, the millſtone that 
is caſt into the depths of the ſea. Reſtore, to its for- 
mer conſiſtence, the cloud that is diſſolved in rain; 
or find one dreg of filthineſs in the new-failen ſnow. 


mult have 4s 


ound. 


and, inſtead of tautology, preſents us with a beautiful grada- 


von. * 2 Kings v. 14. 
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Y laſt concluded with a ſketch of our Chriſtian 
liberty, extracted from the charter of the goſpel. 
We have liberty—to uſe all the creatures, and in a 
ſunctiſied manner to conſider ourſelves, as made per- 
fectly righteous, through the obedience of CHRIST 
—toreceive this grand prerogative, without performing 
any conditions—to look upon all our ſins, as totally 
and finally done away, through the blood of ZESUS, 
| Perhaps you will aſk, Where is your liberty from 
the power of fin? Does not this come within the ex- 
tent of your charter? Moſt certainly. Fou 1njuze 
our doctrine if you deny it: we are undone irrepa- 
rably, if we continue deſtitute of it. Every other 
immunity, without this crowning privilege, would be 
like the magnificent palace and the beautiful gardens 
of Pharaoh ; while ſwarms of locuſts filled them with 

their loathed intruſion. | 
But obſerve, Sir; freedom from the dominion of 
fin, is the reſult of all the preceding bleflings. By 
revealing theſe in our hearts, and CHRIST the au- 
thor of them, the HOLY SPIRIT acts as the 
SPIRIT of liberty, You are a philoſopher ; you 
underſtand the theory of light. From the aſſociation 
of various rays, or the mixture of many parent-colours, 
ſprings that firſt of elements, and beſt of material 
gifts, /ight, So, from the union, and united enjoy- 
ment of all thoſe heavenly treaſures, ſprings that moſt 
delirable liberty, the liberty of righteouſneſs. — This is 
that truth which makes us free. This is that know- 
ledge, by which we are renewed after the image 
of HIM that created us. And theſe are the ex- 
cceding precious promiſes, by which we are par- 
takers of the divine nature. Hence we are taught 
to love the LORD our G0 D, and to delight in Js 


adorable perfections. By this means, they look with 


2 ſmiling aſpect upon us, and are unſpeakably amiable 
to us. Under ſuch views, we ſay of ſin, we ſay of 
all our evil and corrupt affections, Do not I hate them, 
0 LORD, that hate thee * and am I not grieved with 
theſe that riſe up againſt thee? I hate them with a per- 
fe hatred ; I count them mine enemies. 

Our SAVIOUR's obedience. This phraſe diſ- 
gults Mr Weſley. Therefore he cries, O ſay, with 


the good old Puritans, our SAVIOUR's death J 


and merits.” — Aſpaſio ſpeaks with St Paul, By the 
evedience of one—He ſpeaks with St Peter, Faith in the 
righteouſneſs of our GOD and SAVIOUR. — He ſpeaks 
with the prophets Iſaiah and Jeremiah, In the LORD 
bave I righteouſneſs ; and, FEHOV AH is our righteouſneſs. 
Having theſe precedents, he need not be very ſoli- 
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Then may thoſe iniquities be brought again into no- 
tice, which have been done away by the High Prieſt 
of our profeſſion ; which have been expiated by the 
perfect, moſt effectual, and glorious oblation of him- 
ſelf.— His people, when riſing from the bed of death, 
will have no more conſcience of fin in themſelves. They 
are fully and for ever free from the accuſation of 
others; ſo free, that fin ſhall not ſo much as be men- 
tioned unto them; no, nor even remembered by the 
LORD their GOD any more. They are made 
holy, unblameable, and unreprovable in his ſight. 
And they ſhall be preſented, at the great day, with- 
out ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. 

Thus may we, and thus may our readers, be pre- 
ſented ! ſo ſhall we meet each other with comfort at 
the awful tribunal, with joy amidſt the angels of light, 
and with everlaſting tranſport around the throne of 
the LAM B.—To promote this blefſed event, is the 
ſole aim of theſe remonſtrances, and the unfeigned de- 
fire of, Rev. Sir, Your, &c. 


NN 


. 


citous, Who elſe is for him, or who is againſt him. 

Though not very ſolicitous about this matter, he is 
ſomewhat ſurpriſed at your vehement addreſs; that 
you ſhould exhort him ſo earneſtly to “ ſpeak with 
„the good old Puritans.” . Has not your printer com- 
mitted a miſtake? Did not the clauſe ſtand thus in 
your manuſcript ? * With my good friends the Ami- 
e mans.” They indeed diſapprove this expreſſion ; 
becauſe it is, when rightly underſtood, a dagger in 
the heart of their cauſe. But as to the Puritans, they 
are, one and all, on the contrary fide. Their language 
is a perfect union with Aſpaſer's. They gory in the 
meritorious obedience of their great MEDIATOR. 
They extol his imputed righteouſneſs in almoſt every 
page, and pour contempt upon all other works, com- 
pared with their LOR D's.—What will not an au- 
thor aflirm, who ventures to affirm or inſinuate that 
the Puritan writers diſuſe this manner of ſpeaking ? 
For my part, I know not any ſet of writers in the 
world, ſo eminently remarkable for this very doctrine, 
and this very diction. I ſaid, in a former letter, we would 
inquire into this particular; but the inquiry is quite 
unneceflary. It would be like Uriel's ſearching for 
the ſun, while he ſtands 1n its orb, and is ſurrounded 
with its luſtre; 

We ſwarm with Antinomians,” — And we muſt 
{warm with perſons, whoſe hearts are enmity againſt 
the law of G 0 D, ſo long as your tenets find accept- 
ance, Who can delight in a law, which neither hag 
been, nor can be fulfilled by them? which bears wit- 
neſs againſt them, and is the miniſtration of death un- 
to them ? teſtifying, like the hand-writing on Belſhaz. 
zar's wall, Thou art 2 "ward in the balances, and found 
wanting: — Whereas, when we ſee it fully ſatisſied on 
our behalf, by our SURETY's obedience ; no longer 
denouncing a curſe, but pronouncing us bleſſed; not 
purſuing us, like the avenger of blood, but opening 
a city of refuge for the ſafety of our ſouls ; we ſhall 
then be reconciled to its conſtitution and deſign ; we 
ſhall then take pleaſure in its precepts and prohibitions. 
We ſhall ſay with the pſalmiſt, LO RD, what love have 
J unto thy law ! all the day long is my ſtudy in it, 

My mouth fhall ſhew forth thy righteouſneſi and thy 
alvation— Thy mercy which brings my falvation,” 


ſays Mr Weſley, in oppolition to the ſenſe aſſigned by 


Aſpaſio. Which ſenſe has been vindicated already. 1 


all therefore not renew my arguments, but only ex- 
preſs my wonder, | 5 

As Mr Weſley is a miniſter of the goſpel, I wonder, 
that he ſhould ſtudiouſly ſet aſide, what is the peculia- 


. 


- 
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rity and glory of the evangelical relevation. © Mercy 
« which brings ſalvation,” is what an unenlightened 
Jew might have preached ; nay, what a more igno- 
rant Heathen might have taught. But ſalvation through 
a divine righteouſneſs, as the adequate and meritorious 
cauſe thereof, is the diſtinguiſhing doctrine and the 
{overeign excellency of the goſpel. 

As Mr Weſley is a ſinner, I wonder, he fhould chuſe 
to weaken the foundation of his own and our hope. 
Why mercy alone? Is it not better to put our truſt 
in mercy, erecting its throne on a propitiation, and 
thence holding forth the golden ſceptre? By the o- 
bedience of IMMANUEL, the law is ſatisfied, as 
to its penalty; is fulfilled, as to its precept ; and is, 
in every reſpect, unſpeakably magnified. This ſhews 
us the inexhauſtible fountain of mercy unſealed, and 
every obſtruction to its free and copious flow removed. 

As Mr Weſley is zealous for the honour of G O D, 1 
wonder, he ſhould not prefer that method of ſalvation, 
by which every divine attribute is moſt abundantly 
glorified. This is not done, by expecting pardon and 
acceptance from mercy alone; but by expecting and 
receiving them, through our REDEEM FE R's righ- 
teouſneſs and blood. Then we have a diſplay, not 
only of infinite love, but of inflexible juſtice, and in- 
comprehenſible wiſdom. Here they mingle their beams, 
and ſhine forth with united and eternal ſplendour. 

Conſidering theſe things, I am ſtill inclined to em- 
brace Aſpaſis's interpretation of this, and ſuch like 
paſſages of ſcripture, wherein ſalvation 1s aſcribed to 
divine mercy, exerciſed through the obedience and 
death of CHRIST, which gives as great a heighten- 
ing to the bleſſing, as the atmoſphere gives to the 
rays of light, or as the light itſelf imparts to the ſcenes 
of creation. 

Thoſe divine treaſures which ſpring from the im- 
putation of CHRIST 's righteouſneſs. Not a word 
« of his atoning blood.” —T wiſh, you would turn 
back to Aſpaſis's definition of this phraſe, as it is laid 
down at the beginning of the conference, to be the 
ground-work of all the dialogues, and of all the let- 
ters. You will then perceive, that there is not a word 
of this kind, but CHRIST's atoning blood 1s in- 
cluded in it. Without this, his righteouſneſs had 
not been perfect. Without this, his righteouſneſs 
could not be imputed. Some people have a treache- 
rous memory, and really forget things. Others have 
a perverſe mind, and reſolve not to regard them. 
Which of theſe is Mr We/ley's caſe, I preſume not to 
ſay, let his own conſcience determine. 

"Tis true, we “ love to ſpeak of the righteouſneſs 
« of CHRIST.” Yet not becauſe * it affords a 

4 fairer excuſe for our own unrighteouſneſs.“ For in- 
deed it affords no excuſe at all. On the contrary, it 
renders unrighteouſneſs quite inexcuſable, becauſe it 
yields new and nobler motives to all holy obedience. 
— But we love to ſpeak of the righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, becauſe it is the moſt comprehenſive ex- 
preſſion, and the grandeſt theme in the world. —The 
moſt comprehenſive expreſſion ; as it denotes all that he 
has done and ſuffered, both his meritorious life, and 
his atoning blood. —The grandeſt theme. Conſider all 
thoſe bleſſings, which have been vouchſafed to GOD's 
people, before our SAVIOUR appeared on earth ; 
add all the bleſſings which will be vouchſafed, until 
the confummation of all things; conſider all that 
good, which is compriſed in a deliverance from the 


nethermoſt hell; together with all that bliſs which is 


contained in the pleaſures and glories of the heavenly 
ſtate. All theſe to be enjoyed through a boundleſs 
eternity, and by multitudes of redeemed ſinners, num- 
berleſs as the ſands upon the ſea-ſhore. Then afk, 
What is the procuring cauſe of all? whence do theſe 
ineſtimable benefits proceed? From the righteouſneſs, 


the ſole righteouſneſs of JESUS CHRIS T.— Is it 


not then worthy to Be uppermoſt in our thoughts, 
and foremoſt on our tongues? Might not the very 
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ſtones cry out, and reproach our inſenſibil: 
did not /ove to talk of this ——— 


Lr. xI. 


Y, if we 


neſs ? ghteou. 


Faith is a perſuaſion, that CHRIST 
blood for me, and fulkilled all righteouſn 
I can by no means ſubſcribe to this definition,” 
You might very fafely ſubſcribe to this defnitian 7 
you would ſuffer St Peter to ſpeak his genuine 7 if 
ments. Deſcribing the faith of the primitive Cha 
ſtians, he calls it nen , Faith in the righteouſs -1 
He ſays nothing of the atoning blood ; but lent 5 
therefore exclude it? He ſpeaks of nothing but 8 
juſtifying righteouſneſs; and will you totally diſca a 
it? It is the central point in his faith, and ſha); 
have no place in yours ?—Righteouſneſs, he aſſures 1 
was the object of the believer's faith, even the gh 

8 


teouſneſs of our GOD and SAVIOUR FES 
But how could this be the object or 


has ſhed his 
eſs in my „lead. 


CHRIST. 
their faith, if it was not fulfilled in their ſtead ? 0 
how could they truly believe in this rightcouſneh i 
t id not re it, as ormed for , 
— to them? 85 , and 
* There are hundreds, yea thouſands of true he. 

* lievers, who never once thought, one way or the 

« other, of CARIST's tulfilling all righteouſneſs in 

« their ſtead.” — Then, their faith is like the ſight of 

the perſon, who ſaw men as trees walking. He ſay 

them indeed, but very dimly, indiſtinctly, confuſedly ; 
and *tis pity but they were more thoroughly inſtrudt. 
ed unto the kingdom of G O D. — Not one of thoſe 
thouſands, provided he fixes his hope wholly upon 
the merits of CHRIST, would reject this delightful 
truth, if it was offered, with ſcripturat evidence, to 
his underſtanding. Reject it! No ſurely. He would 

Jjoyfully embrace it, if offered, with that ſingle, but 
undeniable evidence; CHRIST was made fin for u. 
though he knew no fin, that we might be made the righ- 
leouſreſs of GOD m him. 

« You petfonally know many, who to this hour 

e have no idea of CHRIS T's righteouſneſs,” —Sure- 
ly then it behoves you, as a lover of ſouls, and as an 
ambaſſador of CHRIST, to teach them the way of 
G OD more perfectly *. So doing, you will be em- 
ployed much more ſuitably to your function, and 
much more proſitably to your brethren, than in your 
1 attempt. By which, you would weaken the 

ands, and defeat the deſigns of thoſe, who endea- 
vour to ſpread abroad the favour of this knowledge, 
in every place; and who, notwithſtanding all that 
you perſonally know, muſt unalterably perſil. in their 
method. Which is, to regulate their definition of 
faith, not by the ſtate of your ſuppoſed believers, but 
by the expreſs declaration of the unerring word. 

And from this, they have authority to maintain, that 
faith in the imputed righteoufneſs of CHRIST, iö 
fundamental principle to every believer, who under- 
ſtands upon what foundation he is ſaved. 

— Theſe your 3 though they have no 
idea of CHRIST's righteouſneſs, yet have each 
« of them a divine evidence and conviction, CHRIST 
&« loved me, and gave himſelf for me. In this caſe, don't 
you take rather too much u ou? Have you then 
the apoſtolical gift of difcerning pl its? If not, it will 
be impoſlible for you to know the man, excluſive ot 
yourſelf, who is certainly poſſeſſed of this divine evi 
dence. You may form a charitable judgment or a pre- 
vailing hope; which feems to be the utmoſt you can 
warrantably claim with re to others. And while 
you entertain this hope, we ſhall allow it to indicate the 
benevolence of your heart; but cannot admit it 28 
eg of your point, That people may be full of faith and 

ve, yet have no idea of CHRIS T's righteouſne- 
— We would alſo caution you to take heed, leſt 


* Mr Weſley cannot ſay ; What! Teach a doctrine, which! 
diſapprove? ſince he himſelf has allowed it, has approved 1 
has ſet his ſeal to it, again and again, in the courſe of cheſe hů 
remarks, | A | : 


LE T. XI. 


immoderate fondneſs for increaſing the 
dee — converts, you are led to deceive 


ourſelf and others; regiſtering thoſe as real believers, 


y hath not regiſtered. By this 
—_— — 1 in oo unſcriptural 
That the righteous fall away, and the faithful 
oſtatize. Whereas, they who fall away, were righ- 

g us only in appearance; and they who apoltatize, 
Tu no otherwiſe than profeſſionally faithful. What 
ol ſee drop from the ſky, is not a ſtar, þut a meteor 


n | which receives all that is laid u 

7 the hand which receives all that is p 
in 2 8 7 12 expreſſes himſelf thus; CH R / ST 
is a ſtore-houſe of all good, Whatever is neceſſary to 
remove Our guilt, Whatever is expedient for . 

our nature, Whatever is proper to ft us for the 
eternal fruition of GOD, all this is laid up in CHRIS * 
And all this is received by faith, for our application, 
uſe, and enjoyment.— Jo this Mr Weſley ſubjoins a 
word of objection ; but not 1n due ſeaſon. Aſpaſio is 
diſplaying the efficacy of faith; Mr Weſ/ley's argument 
is levelled againſt the indefectibility of faith. How- 
ever, as it is your favourite objection, it ſhall not be 
treated as an intruder. If we mate Shipwreck of the 
« faith, how much ſoever is laid up in CHRIST, 
« from that hour we receive nothing. 

Have you never heard of the anſwer, which the 
Spartan ſtates returned to an inſolent and barbarous 
embaſſy from Philip of Macedon * You may read it 
in the book you are cenſuring ; and may receive it as 
a reply to this, and your other ſurmiſes of this nature. 
It was all compriſed in that ſingle monoſyllable IF.— 
A mere profeſſor may make ſhipwreck o the doctrine 
of faith; a true believer does not make ſhipwreck of 
the grace of faith, No, nor ever will, unleſs CHRIST's 
interceſſion be made of none effect; I have prayed, that 
ſuch faith fail not. 

210. Anſwered already, in number 311. 

4ſpaſio, deſcribing the dreadful nature of the com- 
mand given to Abraham, lays, Thy hands muſt lift 
the deadly weapon; thy hands muſt point it to the 
beloved breaſt ; thy own hands muſt urge its way, 
through the guſhing veins and the ſhivering fleſh, till 
it be plunged in the throbbing heart, —** Are not 
« theſe deſcriptions far too ſtrong?” This is ſubmit- 
ted to the judgment of the reader. I would only ob- 
ſerve, that the more ſtrongly the horrors of the tre- 
mendous deed are repreſented, the more ſtriking will 
the difficulty of the duty appear; conſequently the 
more efficacious and triumphant the power of faith. — 
May not theſe deſcriptions occaſion unprofitable rea- 
4 ſonings in many readers?“ What unprofitable rea- 
ſonings may be occaſioned, I do not pretend to guels. 
But the juſt and natural reflection, ariſing from the 
conlideration of ſuch a circumſtance, is; What has 
fach wrought! It purifies and exalts the affections. 
It invigorates and ennobles the ſoul ; makes it bold 
to undertake, and ſtrong to execute, every great and 
“ heroic work. Iſee, therefore, it is not in vain, that the 
ſeripture ſo frequently inculcates faith; lays ſoremark- 
able aſtreſs upon faith; and places it in the very front 
* of all Chriſtian duties.” This is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, overcometh ſelf, overcometh all things. 

How could he (Abraham) jultify it to the world? 
„Not at all.” True; not to the unbelieving world. 
They will argue, as Mr Weſley on another occaſion, 
* What! ſtab his fon, his belt-beloved, his only ſon 
tothe heart? Could the G O D of goodneſs command 
ſuch a piece of barbarity? Impoſſible! I could ſooner 
be a Deiſt, yea an Atheiſt, ' than I could believe this. 
It is leſs abſurd to deny the very being of a G0 D, 
than to make him an almighty tyrant.” — But to the 
belicving world, who fear the LORD, and hearken 
to the voice of his ſervants, Abraham's conduct will 
never ſtand in need of a vindication. ＋ them it 
will de highly extolled, and greatly admired. It will 
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be an undeniable demonſtration of the reality and ſin- 
cerity of his faith ; of its very ſuperior elevation, and 
invincible ſtrength. 

You take the direct and certain way to obtain ſub- 
ſtantial comfort. The righteouſneſs of our LORD 
FJFESUS CHRIST, after which you inquire, about 
which you are ſolicitous, is a never-failing ſource of 
conſolation. Thus A/pafio writes to Theron,—< What! 
without the atonement ?”” cries Mr Weſley. To 
which he adds, in a following paragraph; © So the 
death of CHRIST is not ſo much as named.” 
This puts me in mind of an objection, no very for- 
midable one, made againſt that introductory exhor- 
tation to the common prayer, Dearly beloved brethren. 
So then, faid a candid examiner, women have no part 
in your worſhip. They are not ſo much as named. 
But I forbear. If you are not aſhamed of repeating, Iam 
aſhamed of refuting, ſofrequentlyrefuting ſuch an emp- 
ty cavil. And, Ibelieve, the reader is tired with us both. 

316. I have no great objection to your alteration of 
Aſpaſio's comment. Suppoſe, we compromiſe matters, 
and conſider the oil poured on Aaron's head, and empty- 
ing itſelf from Zechariah's olive-tree, as typical both 
of the merits and the SPIRIT of CHRIST; 
which, like light and heat in the ſun, are indiſſolubly 
connected; or, to make uſe of a ſacred illuſtration, 
are like the living creatures and the wheels in Ezetie/'s 
viſion. When the living creatures went, the wheels went 
by them. When the living creatures were lift up from the 
earth, the wheels were lift up. Whitherſoever the 
former were to go, the latter went alſo.—For the ſake 
of obliging Mr We/tey, I call this a compromiſe. But 
if he can prevail on himſelf to read the paraphraſe 
on the two paſſages, without prepoſſeſſion, he will 
find this aſſociation of ſenſes anticipated by A/pa/io. 

Has the law any demand, ſays A/paſro* It muſt go 
to CHRIST for ſatisfaction. From which you draw 
this injurious conſequence, © Then I am not obliged 
to love my neighbour. CHRIST has fatisficd the 
demand of the law for me.” This objection has al- 
ready received an anſwer, 

I ihall therefore content myſelf with ſhewing, why 
I call your concluſion injurious. Becauſe, like the 
deat adder, it ſtoppeth the ear againſt my own ex- 
plication of my own phraſe. A note is added, on 
purpoſe to limit its ſenſe, and obviate your milrepre- 
ſentation. This you totally diſregard, and argue as 
if no ſuch precaution was uſed. The note informs 
you, that the law—the commanding law is ſatisfied 
with nothing leſs than perfe& obedience, and the 
broken law inſiſts upon condign puniſhment. Now, if 
it muſt not, for ſatisfaction to both theſe demands, 
goto CARIST our divine huſband, where will it 
obtain any ſuch thing? who is able to give it, among 
all the children of Adam? | 

However, leſt we offend, needleſsly offend any read- 
er, I promiſe, that, in caſe the providence of G O D 
and the favour * the Public call = I edition, 
Aſpaſio ſhall alter his language. Thus the paragraph 
al and, « Does the * erfect parity of 
nature, and perfect obedience of life? It muſt go 
to HIM for ſatisfaction. Do we want grace, and 
« glory, and every good gift? We may look to HIM 
« tor a ſupply; to HIM, in whom it hath pleaſed the 
« FATHER, that all fulneſs ſhould dwell.” 

For all his people With this phraſe Mr Weſley. is 
chagrined. This he will not ſuffer to paſs without 
animadverſion. Though he muſt know, if prejudice 
has not blinded his underſtanding, that it is pure 


ſcripture. Why does he not ſhew the ſame diſſatis- 
faction with the angel that appeared unto Jeſeph, and 


with Zechariah the Baptiſt's father ? The former of 


whom ſays, He ſhall ſave his people from their ſins. 
The latter declares, He ſhall give knowledge of falva- 


tion unto hi, people, by the remiſſion of their fins. 
Why does he not put 
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e lame queſtion unto them, 
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and draw the ſame inference upon them? © But what 
« becomes of all other people © Sometimes Mr Weſley 
is ſo attached to the ſcriptures, that nothing will pleaſe 
him, but ſcriptural expreſſions. Here lie is ſo wedded 
to ſelf- opinion, that even ſcriptural expreſſions will 
not paſs current, when they ſecm to thwart his own 
notions. 

For a his people—From this expreſſion, though 
uſed by a prophet, authorized by an angel, and to be 
found in many places of ſcripture, Mr Weſley deduces 
ſome very offenſive and dreadfyl conſequences; ſo 
dreadful, that he“ would ſooner be a Turk, a Deiſt, 
« yea an Atheiſt, than he could believe them.” — My 
dear Sir, let me give you a word of friendly advice, 
Before you turn Turk, or Deiſt, or Atheiit—ſee, that 
you firſt become an honeft man. They will all difown 
you, if you go over to their party, deſtitute of com- 
mon honeſty. 

Methinks, I hear you ſaying, with ſome emotion, 
What do mean by this advice? or what relation has 
this to the ſubject of our preſent inquiry : A pretty 
near relation. Out of zeal to demoliſh the doctrine of 
election, you ſcruple not to overleap the bounds of in- 
tegrity and truth. — Myſterious ſtill! 1 know not 
what you aim at.— Then be pleaſed to review a pat- 
ſage, in your book on original fin, where you have 
thought proper to make a quotation from my dia- 
lognes. It relates to that great doctrine of the goſpel, 
CHRIST becoming the repreſentative and federal 
head of ſinners. Upon this occalton Aſpaſio ſays, 
« As Adam was a public perſon, and acted in the ſtead 
« of all mankind; ſo CHRIST was a public perſon, 
« and ated in behalf of all his people. As Adam was 
« the firſt general repreſentative of i kind, CHRIST 
* was the ſecond and hſt.” Here you ſubſtitute 
the word mankind, inſtead of this kind; and thereby 
cad the reader to ſuppoſe, that Aſpaſio conſiders our 
clorious Repreſentative, as ſtanding in this capacity to 
the whole human 'race; than which nothing can be 
more injurious to the ſenſe of his words. 

I at firſt thought it might poſſibly be the effect of 
a But could a perſon of Mr We/ley's diſ- 
cernment allow himſelf to nod over a paſſage, which 
he knew to be of a critical and controverted import ? 
— Perhaps, it might be the printer's fault ; an error 
of the preſs. I would willingly have admitted one of 
theſe extenuating circumſtances, till I came to the 
bottom of the page; where, to my great aſtonifh- 
ment, I found the following words, incloſed within 
the marks of the fame quotation, and aſcribed to 4- 
ſpaſio. ** All theſe expreſſions demonſtrate, that Adam 
(as well as CHRIST) © was a repreſentative of all 
« mankind.” Then I could no longer forbear crying 
out, There is treachery, O Ahaziah! A falſe quotation, 
not made only, but repeated, cannot be owing to 

negligence, but muſt proceed from deſign. And this, 
1 ſhould think, can never be defended, no, nor with 
a good grace excuſed, by Mr Meſey's moſt devoted 
admirers. A ſtudious alteration of our words, and 
an evident perverſion of their meaning, are defenſible 
by no arguments, are excuſable on no occaſion, 
aite inexcuſable this practice. And 1s not your 
language equally offenſive? Is not your concluſion 
very precipitate? when you ſuppoſe Aſpaſio, though 
uſing the words of ſcripture, yet repreſenting G O D 
as “ an almighty tyrant !”— Surely, you had better 
forbear ſuch horrid and ſhocking expreſſions. Eſpe- 


cially, as you cannot deny, that many paſlages in 


ſcripture ſeem at leaſt to countenance this obnoxious 

tenet. As you very well know, that many. perſons, 
eminent for their learning and exemplary in their lives, 
have written in defence of it, and bled for the confir- 
mation of it. As we have proofs more than a few, 
that you are far from being infallible in your judg- 
ment; yea, far from being invariable in your opinion. 
Witneſs your former notions of matrimony : witneſs 
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the character 5g formerly gave of the NM. 


ravian 
thren ; and the eſteem which you once had 2 
e 


Myftics, and their writings.—Conſiderin 
therdfove, it would better — you to bh AF, 
on ſuch a ſubject, and fay, © That which I know "TY 
« LORD, teach thou me.” And I imagine, it wn | 
never become you, on any ſubje& whatever, to break 
out into ſuch language, as ought not to be named 
mong Chriſtians ; ought to have no place but in the 
bottomleſs pit.— This is an admonition, which, white 
I ſuggeſt to you, Sir, I charge on myſelf, : 
The three following paragraphs relate to a doctrine 
which you are fond to attack, and which Aſpaſſo ftu. 
dioutly declines. It conſtitutes no part of his plan 
It forms not ſo much as the out- works. Be it demo. 
lithed or eſtabliſhed, the grand privilege, and the in. 
valuable bleſſing, of juſtification, through the rig. 
teouſnels of CHRIST, remains unſhaken, ſtands im. 
moveable. An applying this to ourſelves, we Proceed 
neither upon univerſal nor particular redemption, hut 
only upon the divine grant, and the divine invitation 
We aflure onrſelves of preſent and eternal falyation. 
through this perfect righteouſneſs, not as perſons * 
lected, but as perſons warranted by the word of G0). 
bound by the command of GOD, and led by the $P]. 
RIT of G O D.—Therefore, while you are encounter. 
ing this doctrine, 1 would be looking unto JESUS. 
be viewing the glory of my LORD; contempla. 
1755 I'S perfection, and my own completeneſs in 

If I divert, for a moment, from this delightful ob. 
ject, it is only to touch upon one of your remonſtran- 
ces. You ſuppoſe, that, according to the Calviniſtic 
icheme, G O D denies what is neceſſary for prefert 
comfort and final acceptance, even to ſome who fin. 
cerely ſeek it. This is contrary to ſcripture, and no 
leſs contrary to the doctrine of your opponents. How. 
ever, to confirm yourſelf in this mifapprehenſion, you 
aſk, © Would you deny it to any, if it were in your 
% power? — To ſhew the error of ſuch a ſentiment 
and the fallacy of ſuch reaſoning, I ſhall juſt mention 
a recent melancholy fact. 

News 1s brought, that the Prince George man of 
war, Admiral Brederict*s own ſhip, is burnt, and ſunk, 
and above four hundred ſouls that were on board, 
are periſhed. Six hours the flames prevailed ; while 
every means was uſed to preſerve the ſhip and crew; 
but all to no purpoſe. In the mean time, ſhrieks and 
groans, bitter moanings, and piercing cries, were 
heard from every quarter. Raving, deſpair, and even 
madneſs preſented themſelves, in a variety of forms. 
Some ran to and fro diſtracted with terror, not know- 
ing what they did, or what they ſhould do. Others 


jumped over board, from all parts; and, to avoid 


the purſuit of one death, leaped into the jaws of 
another. Thoſe unhappy wretches, who could not 
ſwim, were obliged to remain upon the wreck, though 
flakes of fire fell on their bodies. Soon the maſts 
went away, and killed numbers. Thoſe who were 
not kilied, thought themſelves happy, to get upon 
the floating timber. Nor yet were they ſafe; for 
the fire, having communicated itſelf to the guns, 
which were loaded and ſhotted, they ſwept multitudes 
from this their laſt refuge.—What ſay you, Sir, to 


this diſmal narrative? Does not your heart bleed ? 


Would you have ſtood by, and denied your ſuccour, 
if it had been in your power to help? Would not you 
have done your utmoſt, to prevent the fatal cataſt. ophe? 
Yet the LO R D ſaw this extreme diſtreſs. He heard 
their piteous moans. He was able to ſave them, yet 
withdrew his aſſiſtance. Now, | becauſe you woul 


gladly have ſuccoured them if you could, and GOD 
ALMIGHTY could, but would not ſend them 
aid; will you therefore conci..de, that you are above 
your LORD, and that your loving-kindneſs is greater 
than his? 1 will not offer to charge any ſuch conſe- 
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quence upon you. 


off . , 
4 wedding-garment here means hohneſs.”? — 


ing, you depart from Bengelius, for whom 
Ap fete 0 high a regard. Bengelius overlooks 
our expoſition, and gives his vote for Aſpaſios. Hac 
7 fie et juſtitia CHRISTI. Awed by ſo venerable 
an authority, you have not ventured to exclude this 
ſenſe from your comment. You have admitted it 
into your expoſitory notes, yet wall not allow Aſpaſio 
to admit it into his diſcourſe with Theron. Theſe are 
vour words; © The wedding-garment, that is, the 
4 riohtcouſnels of CHRIST, firſt imputed, then 
6 implanted.” Which, by the way, 1s not perfectly 
accurate, nor according to the language of the goſpel. 
The goſpel diſtinguiſhes between the rightcouſneſs of 
CHRIST, and our own righteouſneſs. That which 
is imputed, goes under the former, that which is im- 
lanted, under the latter denomination, 

However, let us conſider the circumſtances of the 
caſe, and we ſhall find, that our common favourite 
Benoelius has probability and reaſon on his fide. The 
— mentioned in this parable, conſiſted of poor 
outcaſts, collected from the highways and hedges. 
Now we cannot ſuppoſe, that people in ſuch a condi- 
tion, and coming at a minute's warning, ſhould be 
able to furniſh themſelves with a dreſs of their own, 
ſuitable to the grand occaſion. Here then perſonal 
holineſs is put out of the queſtion.—But we mult ſup- 
poſe, (which is conformable to the Eaſtern cuitoms), 
that the king had ordered his ſervants, to accommo- 
date each gueſt from the royal wardrobe. That each 
might have this additional token of his ſovereign's 
favour, and all might be arrayed in a manner be- 
coming the magnificent ſolemnity. This exactly cor- 
reſponds with the nature of imputed righteouſneſs. 

Farther, the banquet, you will readily allow, is the 
pardon of fin, and peace with GOD, the divine 
SPIRIT, and eternal life. From all which, uniting 
their happy influence, true holineſs ſprings. To ſay, 
that holineſs is the wedding-garment, neceſlary for 
bur introduction to this banquet, favours of abſurdity ; 
like ſaying holineſs is neceflary to holinefs.—lt is ab- 
ſolute legality z for it makes the performance of all 
duties, the way to the REDEEMER's grace, —lIt 
implies an impoſſibility ; the ſinner, that can exerciſe 
holineſs, before he receives CHRIST and his S PI- 
W KIT, is like the dead man, who ariſes and walks, 
W bctore he is reſtored to life. 
| The grand end which G O D propoſes in all his fa- 
vourable diſpenſations to fallen man, is to demonſtrate 
the ſovereignty of his grace. © Not ſo.” Do you 
can, Aſpaſio has not ſpoken ſo? that you have miſ- 
repreſented his ſenſe? have clipped and disfigured his 
coin? If this is your meaning, you ſpeak an undoubt- 
cd trut'y, His words are, To demonſtrate the ſove- 
reignty, and advance the glory of his grace.” Why 
did you ſuppreſs the laſt clauſe? Was you afraid it 
would ſupply the deficiency, which you charge on 
4paſio, and expreſs the idea of imparting happineſs ? 
t {o, your fears are juſt enough. Why did you not 
uc into conſideration thoſe texts of ſcripture, with 

which A/pafio confirms his tenet ? Ought you not to 
WT {ave overthrown thoſe teſtimonies, before you deny 
his doctrine? Otherwiſe, you oppoſe your own autho- 
= fy, to the decitioz of a prophet and of an apoſtle. 
. Not ſo, proceeds Mr Weſley. To impart happi- 
*-Neſs to his creatures, is his nd end herein.“ — 
The devout prophet ſpeaks otherwiſe ; I have created 
ow foe my glory. The wiſe moraliſt ſpeaks otherwiſe ; 
1 LORD bath created all things for himſelf. The 
dly apoſtle ſpeaks otherwiſe; 
4 his grace. From which, and from innumerable o- 
er Places of ſcripture, from the reaſon of the thing, 


I am perſuaded you abhor the 


3 Ah. cet 


> 4 © wo» w/ Wu CT = TW = w 


A WEST r TT $ 0D. 


To the praiſe of the glory 


nu from the very nature of the SUPREME BF. 
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ING, it appears, that the primary leading aim, in all 
GO D's works, and all G O D's diſpenſations, is his 
own glory. The felicity of his creatures, though not 
{ſeparated from it, though evidently included in it, is 
ſtill ſubordinate to it. And ſurely it is very meet and 
right ſo to be. Can there be a nobler end, or more 
worthy of an infinitely-wiſe agent, than the diſplay of 
thoſe ſublime perfections, for which, and through 
which, and to which, are all things? Could GOD 
make any other being the principal end of his acting, 
he would undeify himſelf, and give his glory to an- 
other. Does any creature imagine his own happineſs 
to be a higher end than the divine glory ? He there- 
by uſurps the GODHEAD, making, as far as in 
him lies, JEHOVAH the ſubject, and himſelf the 
{overeign. 

* Barely to demonſtrate his ſovereignty.” The 
word barely is not uſed by Aſpaſio. But it gives an- 
other ſpecumen of Mr We/ley's integrity, in flating 
truth, and doing juſtice to his opponents.—It is not 
laid, the /o/e, but the grand end. Therefore, would 
any unprejudiced perſon conclude, there muſt be ſome 
other, though interior purpoſe? No, ſays Mr Weſley ; 
hence I infer, that it was barely to demonſtrate his 
ſovereignty. Do you ſo? Then your inference is of 
a piece with the quotation, that as valid, as thzs is 
faithful. 

„ Barely to demonſtrate his ſovereignty,” is a 
principle of action fit for the great Turk, not for the 
moſt high GOD. Such a fraudulent quotation I have 
not often ſeen, no, not in the Critical Reviewers. To 
mark the ſentence with commas, and thereby aſſign 
it to Aſpaſio, is really a maſter-picce, eſpecially, after 
you have thruſt in the word barely, and lopped off 
the word grace You have treated the paſſage worſe 
than Nahaſh king of Ammon treated the ambaſſadors 
of David. They were aſhamed to ſhew their faces, 
under ſuch marks of abuſe and diſgrace. Iam no leſs 
aſhamed of the clauſe, as you have mangled and diſ- 
guiſed it. But reſtore it to its true ſtate ; let it wear 
its native aſpect; then ſee what is blameable, or what 
is offenſive in it. 

The grand end which G OD propoſes in all his 
favourable diſpenſations to fallen man, is, to demon- 
ſtrate the ſovereignty, and advance the glory of his 
grace.— The glory, that it may appear rich, unbound- 
ed, and infinitely ſurpaſſing all we can with or ima- 
1 ſoverergnty, that it may appear free, un- 

eſerved, and abſolutely independent on any good- 
neſs in the creature. That — may receive it, 
without waiting for any amiable qualities, or per- 
for ing any recommending conditions. — That, when 
received, it may ſtop the mouth of boaſting; may 
cut off all pretenſions of perſonal merit; and teach 
every tongue to ſlay, Not unto us, O LO R D, not un- 
to us, but unto thy name, be the praiſe. 

And ſhould we not 8 rejoice in this method 
of the divine procedure? That the LORD orders all 
things relating to our ſalvation, to the praiſe of the 
glory of his grace? Can any thing be more honourable 
to our nature, or more tranſporting to our fouls ? 
Can any thing ſo firmly eſtabliſh, or ſo highly exalt 
our hopes? Angels, principalities, and powers; all in- 
tellectual creatures, in all ages, and all worlds; are 
to look unto 1, unto us men they are to look, for 
the moſt conſummate diſplay of G O D's grace. Our 
exaltation and felicity are to be the mirror, in which 
the wondering cherubim and ſeraphim will contemplate 
the ſuperabundant goodneis of JEHOVAH. How 
great muſt that honour and that happineſs be, which 
are intended to exhibit the fulleſt, faireſt, brighteſt 
view of GOD's infinitely-glorious' grace! How ure 
muſt that honour and happineſs be, which are ſo in- 
timately connected with the glory of the omnipotent 
King! which can no more fail of their accompliſhment, 
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than the amiable attributes of GO DHE AD can be 
ſtripped of their luſtre! 

GOD is a boundleſs ocean of good. © Nay that 
« ocean is far from boundleſs, it it wholly paſſes by 
« nine tenths of mankind.” —What, if it had paſſed 
by all mankind, as it certainly did all the devils, 
would it have been the leſs boundleſs on that account ? 
1 with, methinks, you would ſtudy the evil of fin 
more, and not ſo frequently obtrude upon us a ſub- 
ject, of which neither you nor I ſeem to be maſters. 
Then we ſhould neither have hard thoughts of GOD, 
nor high thoughts of ourſelves, 

You cannot ſuppoſe, GOD would enter into a freſh 
covenant, with an inſolvent and attarnted creature &. 
Theſe are Aſpaſios words. To Which Mr Weſley re- 
plies ; “ I bot ſuppoſe and know he did.” Salis cum 
imperio. Then be pleaſed, Sir, to ſhew us, where the 
Almighty entered into a covenant with fallen Adam; 
tor of him we are ſpeaking. Produce the original 
deed ; at leaſt favour us with a tranſcript. And we 
will take your word, when it is backed with ſuch 
authority. 

GOD made the new covenant with CHRIST, 
and charged him with the performance of the condi- 
tions. I deny both theſe aſſertions.” And what is 
your reaſon for this denial ? Is it deduced from ſcrip- 
ture? Nothing like it. Is it founded on the nature 
of things? No attempt is made towards it. But 
you yourſelf affirm, that theſe aſſertions “ are the 
« central point, wherein Calviniſm and Antinomianiſin 
«© meet.” Or, in other words, they tend to eſtabliſh 
what you diſlike, and to overthrow what you have 
taught. This is all the cauſe which you aſſign for 
your denial. I cannot but wiſh, that, whenever | en- 
gage in controverſy, my adverſary may be furnifhed 
with ſuch arguments. 

Yon deny the aſſertions now. But don't you for- 
get what you allowed and maintained a little while 
ago; when you yourſelf, adopting a paſſage from 
Theron and Aſpaſio, called CHRIST“ a fœderal head?” 
—Pray, what is a fœderal head, but a perſon with 
whom a covenant is made, in behalf of himſelf and 
others? — Here your judgment was according to 
truth. Fit, perfectly fit for ſuch an oflice is CHRIST ; 
whoſe life is all his own, who is able to merit, and 
mighty to ſave. But abſolutely unfit for it, mou 
incapable of it, is fallen man; whoſe life is forfeited, 
whole moral ability is loſt, and whoſe very nature is 
enmity againſt G O D. 

I have made a covenant with my choſen.—“ Name- 


* Inſolvent and attainted creature, Mr Weſley has changed 
into ** a rebel.” 
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The practical improvement of the doctrine of a finner's juſtification by the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, taken from a little piece, entitled, A D1scoURSsE UPON JUSTIFICATION, printed 
at London in 1740, which Mr HERvE x highly eſteemed, and warmly recommended. 


Being no improper ſupplement to the doctrine contained in THERON and Asp ASIO, and ASPASIO 


VINDICATED. 


1. Olxcx the ju/tification of a ſinner is by the com- 

plete obedience of Jeſus Chriſt, imputed to him, 
and received by faith, unto ſuch great and glorious 
effefts ; we may hence learn, what reaſon we have to 
admire that infinity of wiſdom, which ſhines forth in 


the contrivance of this wonder; and to adore that im- 


menſity of grace, which is diſplayed in this glorious 
proviſion made for the favourites of heaven! When 
the beloved John was favoured with a viſionary ſight 
of the woman-bride, the Lamb's wife, as clothed with 
Chriſt, the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and ſhining forth in 
the reſplendent rays of her Bridegroom's glory ; he 


without the latter. Yet here, when both are mer. 


joined; which, in truth, is no disjoining, but an il- 
n - luſtration and amplification of the unſearchable riches 


« ly, with David my ſervant.” True; wi 

in CH RIST, or 2 as a type of Cn 7 
You cannot be ignorant, that CHRIST is e — 
this very name. The LORD, ſpeaking by the Y 
phet Ezekiel, ſays, I will ſet up one ſhepherd over 5 
and he ſball feed them, even my ſervant David. — W.' 
David beloved“? CHRIST was incomparably mg.” 
ſo..-Was David G O D's choſen one? CH RI 97 
was ſo likewiſe, and in a far ſublimer ſenſe and 
for infinitely more momentous purpoſes. -Was Day 4 
G O D's ſervant? So was FESUS CHRIST, and 
by his ſervices, brought unſpeakably-greater honour 
to the LORD his GOD, chan all kings on earth 
and all the princes of heaven. — Several parts of 
this pſalm muſt be applied to CHRIST; ang, jc 
ſeveral of them muſt, the principal of them may and 
ougbt. 

He will waſh you in the blood which atones, ang 
inveſt you with the righteouſneſs which juſtifies 
Why ſhould you thus put aſunder continually what 
* GOD has joined?” How difficult is it to please 
Mr Weſley! When Aſpaſio ſpoke of CHRIST, 
righteouſnefs, without particularly mentioning his 
blood, you ſaid it was better to mention them boch 
together; it behoved us never to name the former, 


tioned, and the particular ufe of each is ſpeciſied, you 
complain of his putting aſunder what G OD has 


of CHRIST. 


60b himſelf, at the laſt day, pronounces them righ- 
teous, becauſe they are intereſted in the obedience of 
the REDEEMER. © Rather, becauſe they are 
„ waſhed in his blood, and renewed by his SPIRIT.” 
GOD wall juſtify chem in the laſt day, in the very 
ſame way whereby he juſtified them in this world; 
namely, becauſe they are intereſted in the obedience 
of the REDEEMER. As for their renewal by 
the SPIRIT, though it will then be perfect, yet it 
will be no cauſe of their acquittal, but the privilege cf 
thoſe who are acquitted. A proof of this, at leaſt an 
atteſtation of it, the world has received from your 
own pen. For neither our own inward nor out- 
* ward righteouſneſs is the ground of our juſtification. 
„ Holineſs of heart, as well as holineſs of life, is not 
the cauſe, but the effect of it. The ſole cauſe of 
* our acceptance with G OD, is the righteouſneſs and 
« death of CHRIST, who fulfilled G O D's lay, 
“ and died in our ſtead.” Excellent ſentiments! In 
theſe may I ever abide! to theſe may you alſo return 


* Beloved, This is the meaning of 7 David's name. 
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ſays, he ſaw a woxnkR, Rev. xii. 1. And a wonder 
it is indeed; ſo great, that it calls for the admurativh 
both of men, and of angels. This is one of thole 
glorious things, that by the goſpel is revealed unto 
which the angels defire to look into, 1 Pet. i. 12. And 
while finful men have the forgiveneſs of their / 
through Chriſt's blood, and the acceptation, of their 2 
ſons in him, the Beloved, according to the riches de 
Father's grace, wherein he has abounded towards * 4 
in all wiſdom and prudgnce ; it becomes them to ne 4 
mire and adore the ſame, and to cry out, with WW 
apoſtle, O the depth of the riches both of the wiſdem © 
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| id! Haro unſearchable are his gudgments, 
11 2 finding wy Eph: i. 6. 7. 3. Rom. xi. 
7 That the obedience of the Son of God ſhould be 
de our righteouſneſs, the + xy of a inner, 
* complete juſtification before God, is ſuch a pro- 
We of infinite 20i/dom, ſuch a proviſion of inſinite grace, 
0 the ſalvation of God's choſen, that every way be- 
— the great JEHOV A n | and will be the endleſs 
men and angels: | 
Yr = the -aſtification of a ſinner. 18 wholly by 
the righteouſneſs of another, which is 4 way Y "fe 
above nature, above being diſcovered by nature's 4% f 
and ſeen by nature's eye, or diſcovered by the light 0 
the law, and diſcerned by natural reaſon ; we oY 
learn hence, what an abſolute neceſlity there is 0 7 
ſupernatural revelation thereof, in order to the ſou k 
receiving of this righteouſneſs, and ſo of the ng 
ſaſliſication thereby. This is one of thoſe %ig that 
6 has prepared for his people, that never entered into 
the heart of the natural man to conceive of, which he 
has neither #nown, nor can underſtand ; and therefore 
deems it fcoliſoneſs, or a fooliſh thing, for any to 
think they ſhall be juſtified by the obedience of Chriſt, 
excluſive of all their own works. But the people of 
God receive not the ſpirit which is of the world, but the 
Spirit which is of God, that they may know the Oy 
which are freely given them of God. And this, of e 
free gift of righteouſneſs, is revealed unto them by his 
Spirit, though it is one of thoſe deep things of God, 
which are hidden from the natural man ; which are 
impoſſible to be known by any, but heaven-born 
fuls, under a ſpecial revelation from above, 1 Cor. li. 


F Cs 8 
g z. Since the juſhifcation of a ſinner is by the obe- 
dimce of Chriſt alone; we may hence learn, how 
eatly important the knowledge thereof is! The Ke 
dre of this righteouſneſs muſt needs be of the ut- 
moſt importance, ſince ignorance of it, and non: ſubmiſſion 
to it, (which always go together), leave the ſoul in an 
unrighteous ſtate, Rom. ix. 31. 32. and X. 3. All choſe 
miſerable ſouls, who are ignorant of Chriſt's righteouſ- 
ng go about to eflabliſh their own righteouſneſs ; and, 
alas ! the bed is ſhorter, than that a man can ſtretch him. 
felf upon it, and the covering narrower, than that he can 
wrap himſelf in it, Iſ. xxviii. 20. There is no true 
12ſt for a ſinner, from the works of its own hands; no 
covering for a naked ſoul, from the fig-leaves of its own 
rightecuſneſs, though ever ſo artfully ſewed together. 
Our Lord told his diſciples, that except their righteouſ- 
neſt did exceed the righteouſneſs of the ſcribes and Phart- 
fees, they ſhould in no caſe enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
Matth. v. 20. Theſe ſcribes and Phariſees were the 
zealcus, the religious men of that age, the ſtrict obſer- 
vers of Moſes's law, that truſted in themſelves, that 
they were righteous, by their own legal performances, 
and. thought to get to heaven by means thercof, 
But our Lord declares, that none ſhall ever come 
there, but thoſe who have a better righteouſneſs, a 
righteouſneſs that exceeds a Phariſaical righteouſneſs, 
i. e. ſuch a righteouſneſs that every way anſwers to 
all the extenſive requirements of the lau, in heart, lip, 
and life ; and this 1s no other than the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, imputed to poor /ipners, or made theirs by in- 
putaticn ; in which, being completely ju/?:fied, accord- 
ing to /aw and ju/tice, they ſhall, as righteous perſons, 
be admitted into the kingdom of heaven, or into the 
glory of the heavenly „ate; while all thoſe who truſt 
in their own righteouſneſs, and think they have done 
many wonderful works, which they dare plead for ac- 
Ceptance with God, ſhall be ſent away from Chriſt, 
into eternal miſery, with a Depart from me, ye workers of 
mquty, Matth. vii. 22. WE. 2 
And as our Lord, in this his ſermon upon the mount, 
ad been expounding the law of God, in its piri- 
tunlity, as extending to the heart, as well as /ife ; and 
100 fie neceſſity of keeping the commandments, 
0 


in the ſame extenſive manner that the law required, 
in order to make a perſon righteous ; ſo, in the con- 
cluſion thereof, he ſays, Therefore whoſeever heareth 
theſe ſayings of mine, and doth them, I will liken him un- 
to a wiſe man, who built his houſe upon a rock : and the 
rain deſcended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, 
and beat upon that houſe : and it fell not, for it was 
Founded upon a rock, ver. 24. 25. Theſe ſayings of our 
Lord contain the ſubſtance of the moral /aw, and the 
doing of them unto righteouſneſs before God is by be- 
lieving ; as faith lays fold on Chriſt, who has obeyed 
the law perfectly, as the repreſentative of his people: 
on which account, they may be ſaid to have done, or 
Julſilled, the law in him; his obedience being imputed 
unto them, for their complete ju/tification before God. 
As the /ſurety's payment, among men, is accounted to 
the debtor, and is the ſame, in the eye of the lat, and as 
cftectual for his full diſcharge, as if he himſelf had paid 
the debt. And he that thus doth the law, or theſe 


ſayings of Chriſt, he likens him unto a wiſe man, who 


built his houſe upon a rock, It is a piece of natural wi/- 
dom, to lay a good foundation for a ſtately ftrucure ; 
and the moſt pgrm that any houſe can be built on, is 
that of a rock, And he that is ſpiritually wiſe, wiſe 
unto ſalvation, lays the whole refs of it, and builds 
all his hope of life, upon Chriſt, the Rock of ages; in 
which it appears, that heisww2/e indeed. For as in nature, 
a ouſe that is built upon a rock, will ſtand the form; 
lo the /ou/ that is built upon Chriſt, ſhall never be re- 
moved: The rain may deſcend, the floods come, and the 
winds beat; afllictions, temptations, and trials of all 
kinds, may beat vehemently againſt that ſoul ; but ſhall 
never deſtroy its ſalvation, nor make it a/hamed of its 
hope. No; Chriſt, the Reck of immutability, will hold 
it un/baken, in a ſtate of ſalvation, through life, thro” 
death, at judgment, and for ever. Such a ſoul ande 
as immoveable, in the grace of juſtification, and life, 
as the rock itſelf, on which it is founded. Becauſe I 
live, faith our Lord, ye hall live alſo, John xiv. 19. 
Chriſt's /;fe is the life of that ſeul, that depends upon 
him alone, for all its juſtification, and eternal ſalva- 
tion. And therefore the wi/dom of faith is great in- 
deed ! in that it foreſees the ſtorm, and thus provides 
againſt it. 

But he, ſaith our Lord, that heareth theſe ſayings of 
mine, and doth them net, Ci. e. that heareth the law's re- 
quirements, and endeavours to obey the ſame, for rig h- 
teouſneſs before God, and ſo doth them not; becauſe 


his obedience cannot come up to that perfection 


which the law requires), ſhall be likened unto a fooliſh 
man, which built his houſe upon the ſand: and the rain 
deſcended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, 
and beat upon that houſe ; and it fell, and great was the 
fall of it, ver. 26.27. Oh, the folly of that poor ſin- 
ner, who lays the ſtreſs of his ſalvation, and builds his 
hope of life, upon his own righteouſneſs! For this 
ſandy foundation cannot endure the forms of divine 
wrath, which ſhall be revealed from heaven againſt 
all unrighteouſneſs of men ; nor ſecure the ſoul from 
being driven away, by the tempeſt of God's anger, 
and the floods of his indignation, into the abyſs of 
eternal miſery. The houſe fell, that was thus built up- 
on the ſand, and great was the fall of it! Oh, what a 
miſerable diſappointment will it be to that ſoul, that 
goes down to the chambers of eternal death, with this lie 
of his own righteouſneſs in his right hand ; from which he 
had all along hoped for eternal life! when this way 
that ſeemed right to him in his own eyes, as if it would 
lead him to everlaſting life, (by his depending thereon), 
ſhall end in eternal death The hope of the hypocrite (or 
of him that truſts in himſelf, that he is righteous, by 
his own external performances, when yet his heart 
is far from that conformity to God, which the law 
requires), ſhall periſh at the giving up of the ghoſt. His 
hope (i. e. his los bane! tor) ſhall, then, be cut off, 
H. [hall lean upon his houſe, 82 his own righteouſneſs, 
| x + 5 1 
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which he had raiſed up, in his imagination, to ſhelter 
him from the „form of divine vengeance), but it ſhall 
not ſtand ; he ſhall hold it faſt, but it all not endure, 
Job viii. 13. 14. t5- No, this houſe of his ſhall be 
as ſoon deſtroyed, by the ſtorm of God's indignation, 
as a ſprder's web is fwept down, by the beſom that 
comes againſt it ; and the miſerable ſoul, that truſted 
herein, thall be driven away into eternal perdition. 
Thus an error in the foundation will prove fatal to 
the building; and therefore the knowledge of Cbhriſt, 
as the alone way of a ſinner's juſtification, and hfe, 
muſt need be of the higheſt importance; ſince no other 
refuge can ſtand the /form, but Chriſt, as THz Loxp 
GUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, this glorious Hiding. place, which 
God has prepared for poor ſinners, whither they may 
run, and be for ever 275 And as for thoſe who live 
and die in ignorance of, and non. ſubmiſſion to the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, they will certainly die in their y 4 
and periſh for ever. They will all be found thy, at 
the day of * gs that have not been enabled to 
believe in Chril 's blood, for cleanſing from all fin ; 
they will all be found vnju/?, at that awful day, that 
have not believed in the Redeemer's r:ghteouſneſs, for 
their juſtification before God ; and ſo muſt remain for 
ever. For concerning them, it will then be ſaid, Hz 
that is filthy, let him be filthy fill : and he that is unjuſt, 
let him be unjuſt ſtill; i. e. let him abide fo, to an end- 
leſs eternity. But, 

4. Since there is but one way for a ſinner to be ju- 
ſtifed before God, and that is by the obedience of Chriſt 
alone; this informs us, what great folly thoſe perſons 
are guilty of, who pre/5 poor ſinners to obey the /aw, 
to make themſelves righteous in the fight of God, 
when there is no law given that can give life unto 
them; and how dangerous it is for ſouls, to fit under 
ſuch a miniſtry, that 1 miſleads them; ſince 
while the blind leads the blind, both fall into the ditch. 
If there had been a law given that could have given life, 
fays the apoſtle, verily righteouſneſs ſhould have been by 
the law, Gal. iii. 21. ut as there is no law given 
that can give life to a ſinner ; it is a vain, fooli/h 8 
to preſs ſuch a ſoul, to get a r1ghteouſne/s by his own 
performances, which was never appointed of God, nor 
can be attained by man. No; the ſcripture hath con- 
cluded all under fin, that the promiſe (of life) by faith of 
Feſus Chriſt (as a finner's righteouſneſs) might be given 
to them that believe, ver. 22. And thoſe who receive 
it not in this way, ſhall never attain it in any other, 
but muſt go wrthout it for ever. The labour of the 
fooliſh, ſays the wiſe man, wearieth every one of them, 
becauſe he knoweth not how to go to the city, Eccleſ. x. 
15. A man may labour all his days, to make himſelf 
righteous before God, by his own fe ee and to 
make his peace with him, by his /zga/ repentance, and 
humiliation for /n; and yet 4% all his labour at /af?, 
and ſo weary himſelf in vain, being never able to 
reach that city, that eternal reſt, which God has pre- 
pared for his people: becauſe he lnoweth not Chriſt, 
the only way that leads thither ; and ſo walks not by 
faith, in him, as ſuch. All men by nature are igno- 
rant of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, as it is God's way of ju- 
ſftifying and ſaving a ſinner; and it is dangerous for 
ſouls, to fit under ſuch a miniſtry, that prefſeth doing, 
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never ſeen, nor experienced it themſelves? Ar, 


does it appear, that they are /ent by Chriſt, 58 0 


the 0 5 who neither #now, nor proclaim his oy > 


teouſneſs, for the juſtification of a ſinner ; which 1 
a — doctrine 428275 Have we not — wap — 
that many of thoſe who are called miniſters of the w 
el, are rather preachers of Moſes, than of Chriſt ? * 
that their mn/try rather tends to lead ſouls to th 
bondage and death of the /aw, than to the libe , 
and life of the goſpe/? But how beautiful are the fo 
of them that preach the Set of peace, that bring glad 
tidings 0 ou things / that publiſh that peace with 
God, which was made for ſinners alone, by the 5% 
of Chriſt's croſs; and is poſſeſſed only by faith in him! 
that proclaim the glad tidings of thoſe good things, 
which God has prepared, to be per by finners. 
through the juſtifying r:ghteouſneſs of his Son And 
how great is the tins of thoſe ſouls, who fit un. 
der a go/pel-miniſtry ; ſince this is the means appointed 
of God, to work faith in them, and to bring /alvation 
to them ! Once more, 

5. Since the juſtification of a ſinner is by the rigb- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, imputed to him, and received 
faith alone; we may hence learn, how great the 9. 
ligation of the juſtified ones is, to live to the glory of 
that grace, which has ſo freely and fully juſtified them, 
in and through Chriſt, unto eternal /% by him! 
When the apoſtle had afferted the juſtification and 
falvation of God's people, both Jews and Gentiles, to 
be wholly of his free mercy, in and through Chriſt, 
Rom. xi. 32. and admired the riches of his wi/4 
which was ſo brightly diſplayed in the diſpenſations of 
his mercy towards them, ver. 33. he thus concludes his 
diſcourſe, ver. 36. For of him, and through him, and 15 
him are all things ; ta whom be glory for ever, Amen. 
*Tis as if he ſhould ſay, Since all things, relating to 
the juſtification and ſalvation of God's people, are 
him, and through him, it is meet that the glory of 
ſhould, by thein, be given to him. And therefore, 
when he applies this doctrine of God's free mercy in 
Chriſt, to them who had obtained it, he thus ad- 
dreſſeth them, chap. xii. 1. I beſeech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye preſent your bo- 
dies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto Gad, which 
is your reaſonable ſervice. I beſeech [you], ſays he, you 
that have. obtained mercy, [therefore], or, ſince it is 
God's deſign, to glorify his mercy, in the ſalvation of 
ſinners, that you give him the glory of it; [by the 
mercies of Ged), thoſe mercies of God, which you are 
partakers of, in the forgiveneſs of all your fins, and in 
the ju/tification of your perſons, [that ye preſent your bo- 
dies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unte God], that 
ye continually offer up yourſelves, as a whole burnt- 
offering, in the flames of love, unto him that hath 
loved you, in all holy and acceptable obedience, to the 
glory of that God, who has thus had mercy upon you; 
[which is your reaſonable ſervice.) For it is a molt 
reaſonable thing, or a thing for which there is the 
higheſt reaſon, that you ſhould ever ſerve the Lord, 
to the glory of that grace, by which you are freely 
juſtified, and thall be eternally glorified. And thus, 
the apoſtle Peter, 1 Pet. ii. 9. But ye are a choſen gens. 
ration, a royal prieſthood, (who are waſhed from al 


and perſuades them their ſafety lies there, inſtead of your ſins in Chriſt's blood, and clothed with his righ- 


believing. For how ſhall they believe, ſaith the apoſtle, 
in him of whom they have not heard? And how ſhall 597 
hear without a preacher? And how ſhall th 5 . 
except they be at's Rom. x. 14. 15. How 11866 
ſouls believe in Chriſt for e when they have 
never heard of his righteouſneſs, which is the proper 
object of faith? And how ſhall they hear, without a 
preacher. of that goſpel that declares it? And how 
ſhall they preach the goſpel to others, who have never 
ſeen that falvation it reveals for ſinners, by the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, themſelves? How ſhall they de- 


clare the glory and efficacy thereof to others, that haye 


teouſneſs), an holy nation, a peculiar people; that Y: 
ſhould fhew forth the praiſes of him who hath called ou 
out of darkneſs, into his marvellous light. And, yu 
| know, ſays the apoſtle Paul, how wwe exhorted and col 
forted, and charged every one of you, (i, e. of you, juſtt- 


fied, ſaved ones), that ye would walk worthy of God, 10 
hath called you unto his kingdom and glory, 1 Thefl. i. 


11.12. And in ſhort, as it was God's deſign to get 
himſelf glory, in the juſtification of finners, by the 


righteouſneſs of jeſus Chriſt; ſo the diſplay thereof, 
throughout the whole goſpel, lays them under the 
higheſt obligation to live to his praiſe, Does God the 


a 


. ' 6 
66" - 


* 


PaEr. 
none the obedience of his Son to poor ſinners ? 
44 Cod che Son obey in liſe and in death for them? 


and does God the Spirit reveal and apply this righ- 


to them; and enable them to receive the ſame, 
_— gift of grace, unto their eternal /zfe in glory ? 


What thanks, what praiſe, is due to God, in each 


T H E RON 


AGAIN 


Objections contained in a late Treatiſe, 


with that authority. 


intention of prefixing Mr Hervey's letters to this re- 
ply, is, in fact, to recommend it to the attention of the 
public, as ſuch a farther explication and defence of Theron and 
2 as was quite agreeable to his own judgment; ſuch ag 
(in ſubſtance) would have appeared in the world, in his ele- 
gant and entertaining manner of addreſs, had it pleaſed the 
Sovereign Diſpoſer of all events to have continued him in life, 
and ſuch as the preſent ſituation of his writings require, 

It has been already remarked, in the public intimation of 
| printing Mr Hervey's letters, that © when writers of a diſtin- 
5 guiſhed ſuperiority have gained our admiration and applauſe, 
„ Ye are fond of penetrating into their more retired apart - 
, ments, and aſſociating with them in the ſequeſtered walks of 

private life.“ A curioſity of this nature cannot be more 
uſefully gratified ; we cannot be uſhered into Mr Hervey's 
kin if“ to better purpoſe, than to hear him declare what he 

elf counted moſt valuable in all his writings; that which 
Was his main deſign, and to which he would have his readers 
continually advert ; thoſe ſentiments, which (as he expreſſes it 
5 fur! of his letters) © I wiſh to have written on my heart; 
- luch as I wiſh to ſpeak and teach while I live; and in my 
F dead of my writings ſurvive. me) to teſtify when I am 
doArrine of our Lond aud th ee Me n 
| 0 rd an rwiſe ervey's 
ie be bur of ſmall "i athe * * u 
the more neceſſary that he ſhould thus be made to 
ſpeak for himſelf, 5 fome who have diſtinguiſhed them · 
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his glorious perſons, for this abundant grace! And 
let the language of the juſtified ones, in heart, lip, 
and life, in all kind of holy obedience, both now and 


always be, Thanks be unto God, for the grace of Jus riri- 


CATION ! for this bis unſpeakable Gir r! 2 Cor. ix. 15. 


of Amen! Hallelujah { 


DESDE ]ĩx( 


A 


D EF ENG KH 


F 


. 


entitled, Letters an Theron and Aſpaſia, 


To WHICH IS PREFIXED, 


A feries of LETTERS from Mr Hervey, to the Author, authenticating this Defence with his 
entire approbation, and manifeſting it to he the only one that can he preſented to the Public 


*, 4;4;;4*;%;3+- 


ſelyes as his peculiar friends, and as very angry with Mr San - 
deman in his behalf, are at the ſame time very likely to be no 
friends to his defence. 'The reaſon is, whatever may be the 
motive far their profeſſed regard, they have far many "ow 
paſt, and do unto this day, manifeſt t ignorance, if not 
great emnity, in reſpect af the principles which formed and 
influenced Mr Hervey's faith and practice; and on which he 
ventured his eternal concerns ; ſtigmatizing, or, I ſhould ra- 
ther ſay, honouring them, with the ſame kind of 1 
as the ancient oppoſers of Chriſtianity caſt upon our 
and his diſciples. Perhaps it may awaken the attention of 
ſome to inquire of the unerring oracles, What is truth? when 
they find, by theſe letters, that there is no dependence to be 
placed elſewhere; and that thoſe in whom they have truſted 
as ſpiritual guides, applaud, or cenſure, with very little judg- 
ment, or with a worſe defig . ; 
After all, I am not ſo ſanguine in my expectation, as to 


think that by this, or any other method, the deſpiſed truth of 


the goſpel will prevail with many, againſt the ſtream of the 
reputed devout and highly eſteemed af this world. We muſt 
remember the treatment which our Lord and his diſciples met 
with; and as the world is not better now than it was in thoſe 
days, we have little reafan to expect better ſuece. 
Mr Hervey began to find he had been in a miſtake in my 
 reſpe&, and would have publicly r 2 
he wed but a few months longer. He began to be acquaint 
with that true grace of God, which is contrary to the courſe 
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of this world, in its devouteſt form, for upwards of twelve 
years betore our correſpondence commenced, He was willing 
to recommend it to their conſideration, and (if poſſible) make 
it appear lovely to their view. He dreſſed it up with all the 
beautics of eloquence, and all the winning arts of perſuaſion. 
He concealed whatever he thought might give his readers dif- 
guſt, and even entreated his friend to conceal their eorreſpon- 
dence for the preſent, leſt the power of prejudice (raiſed by 
his profeſſcd friends) ſhould prevent then from looking into 
his books: and all this in hopes to prevail, and give the de- 
ſpiſed goſpel of Jeſus a recommending appearance in their eyes. 
But alas! he died before he had accomplithed this deſign; and 
perhaps, had he lived to the age of Methuſelah, he would ne- 
ver have brought it to paſs. So that we can only look upon 
this as his fervent deſire, that the important truth, in which he 
had found all he wanted, ſhould be as great a bleſſing to others 
as it had been to him. He gained a return of compliment for 
his favourable ſentiments and kind behaviour, but it was in 
vain for him to expect to prevail any farther, 

His notion was, as he himſelf expreſſes it, that © the taſte 
of the preſent age is ſomewhat like the humour of children, 
« their milk muſt be ſugared, their wine ſpiced, and their ne- 
« ceſſary food garniſhed with flowers and enriched with {weet- 
* meats.” His defire that what he called his principal point 
might be, if poſſible, made thus palatable, engaged him in 
ſeveral correſpondencies, ſuited to the embelliſhment of his 
works; his ſuperiority, as a writer, cauſed many to covet an 
acquaintance and friendſhip with him; and his tender and 
complaiſant behaviour, even to thoſe who differed, gave ſome 


of them hopes of prevailing with him, or by him, to advance 


their own various and oppoſite ſentiments. Filled with theſe 


hopes, their behaviour towards him was accordingly reſpect- 


ful; which, together with bis retired fituation in life, pre- 
vented him, in a great meaſure, from diſcerning their enmity 
to his principles. Taking it for granted they meant as they 
ſpake, he judged them aiming to promote the ſame important 
cauſe. Had this been fact, they would have ſtill merited the 
regard he paid them ; their profeſſed zeal would have been 
commendable, had it been ſubſervient to the true grace of God 
For which he pleaded ; but bears as different an aſpect when 
their enmity and oppoſition thereto is diſcovered; even as 
Paul's moſt hardened wickedneſs, was to the piety and zeal of 
his Phariſaic ſtate, 

No ſooner was he dead than conſultations were on foot, 
tending to bury his principles as well as him. His private let- 


ters were publicly advertiſed for, in order to be printed; 


which, by the uſe made of them, ſeems not done with any de- 
fign to eſtabliſh the truths he contended for, but to pick out, if 
poſſible, ſomething to their diſadvantage; and, what is till 
more unworthy, to eſtabliſh their own characters in ſuch at- 
tempts on the encomiums he had at ane time or other beſtowed 
on them, for want of ſeeing them properly; for want of know- 
ing that their ruling principle was a fixed enmity to that goſpel 
which was his ſole delight, Beſides this, ſeveral reports were 
ſpread, detrimental to the important truth he had ſo contended 
for. And knowing that all and every one of them could 
be fully diſproved by Mr Hervey's own hand-writing, I counted 
it my duty to print the defence, and -to publiſh the letters to 
the author, to authenticate it with Mr Hervey's approbation. 
Though I was apprehenſive, at the ſame time, it might carry the 
appearance of oftentation, to ſuch as did not know what was 
in hand, and ſo could not be ſenſible that the ſupport of the im- 
portant truth, which ſhines through all his works, depended, 
in ſome meaſure, on the publication of theſe letters, 
Notwithſtanding all this, the perſons concerned in the pu- 
blication of two volumes, under the title of The letters of the 
late Rev. Mr James Hervey, have exerted themſelves, with 
uncommon boldneſs, in disfiguring his principles ; and, at the 
ſame time, introduce their own. This is evidently manifeſt from 
ſeveral notes annexed to theſe letters *. In theſe volumes they 
have inſinuated, that the author of the defence of Theron and 
Aſpaſio was on the Antimenian ſide of the queſtion, and that 
« Mr Hervey by no means approved of his ſentiments.” Up- 


on this there immediately appeared in the Gazetteer, Aug. 22. 


and London Chronicle, Aug. 26. a letter to the editor and pu- 
bliſher of theſe volumes, ſignifying the ſhocking appearance 
of ſlander and detraction in volumes under the name of a 
man ſo averſe to ſuch proceedings; and proving, from Mr 
Hervey's own words, the moſt apparent falſchood in their aſ- 
ſertions; there being no letter in the whole two volumes, ſo 
expreſſi ve of ſameneſs ſentiment, as the letters to the author 
of the defence of Theron and A/paſio ; and concluding with 
theie words, . The ſecret ſtabs that are given to characters, by 


| * All theſe notes are thrown out of this edition of our author's 
Works. | | | 


Paky, 
* modern pretenders to picty, would make a * 
„ bluth. And I am — 108 the real Reads ro Me dalle 
© memory, or writings, will not be pleaſed to find his | 
* made ſubſcrvicnt to ſuch baſe purpoſes,” The Dees * 
are a little more open, in the Gentleman's Maga zi bedingt 
Magazine for Ay 
where we are told, that Mr Hervey himſelf ig by no Gf 
* free of the charge of firetching the principles of Ci ang 
* to Antinomianiſm,“ p. 379. It is very evident Mr * _ 
concerned himſelf with no Calviniftical or Arminian dient 
In one of his letters, ſpeaking of Mr W——y', cond, * 
ſays, “I am ſometimes apprehenſive that he would Pe. le 
into a diſpute about particular redemption; I know «9 ay 
e ſay ſtartling and horrid things on this ſubject; and this, S 
© haps, might be the moſt effectual method to Prejudice Mere 
« ple againtt my principal point,” __ 
As to the charge of Antin:mianiſm, unleſ; the PArticy! 
errors are pointed out, (which may as well be done with, — 
the aſſiſtance of reproachful names), it is no more than a — 
vague uncertain ſound, made uſe of by ſome leaders in * 
various claſſes of religious people as a political bugbear, wh f 
by they diſguiſe and disfigure the party they intend yoo 
proach “. It is a term not confined to any dictionary. pte 
pretation, but admits of a variety of definitions, accordin * 
the various ſentiments of the perſons who uſe it, irom bu 
moſt profeſſed preachers of Chriit, down to the Menthly B, 
viewers, who eſteem no better of any that concern therafelys 
with the name of Jeſus, farther than what becomes a decent 
complaiſance to the profeſſion of their country, Theſe ay 
tlemen can read the Bible as well as theſe volumes, widen 
the leaſt intellectual improvement” in the doctrine of Chyig 
and can alſo give a ſolid reaſon for it, viz. that they have 1 
taſte for this kind of reading; it is very diſagreeabie to them 
They judge, “ that one virtuous deſign promoted, one ood 
action done, or one bad habit ſubdued, is worth more than 
* all ſuch trifling conſiderations” as the death and reſurrectlon 
of Jeſus. The ſcripture- language concerning ſalvation only by 
Chriſt muſt be Antinomianiſm in their eſteem, They expect 0 
be ſaved in doing well; and the ſcripture aſſures them, that if 
they do well, they ſball be accepted. Our Saviour declares, be 
never came to interrupt ſuch people in their good intentions, 
but to ſave the loſt, and worthleſs, ſuch as ought to periſh, 
according to every rule of equity; and the real goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt will ever prove fooliſhneſs, a fone of lum 
bling, and rock of offence, to any but theſe ſort of people, 
Any one who has read the letters on Theron and 4/pafis, or 
ever ſeen Mr Hervey's ſentiments of that author, will cafily 
perceive that a reply to that performance was abſolutely ne 
ceſſary, or elſe, as he obſerves in one of his letters, © what is 
& not confuted by argument, is confirmed by ſilence,” It was 


When theſe religious politicians have raiſe.1 an alarm, Beware 
of the Antinomians! the ignorant multitude are upoa the in wry t6 
know, what this dreadful thing called Antinemiani/m is; they uit 
told a hundred bugbear tales of monſters in human ſhape: when 
they inquire farther who are Antinemians, meaning who are the per- 
fons ſo abandoned as to hold ſuch dreadful opinions or practices, ihey 
have nothing more to do, than to place the name upon whom they 
pleaſe ; and it follows of courſe, by this artful ſhift, that the gredu- 
lous and deceived multitude believe the perſons, ſo pointed out, 10 
be guilty of whatever has been charged under that name, Were it 
not for this piece of artifice, they might perhaps be obliged, honef 
ly and fairly, to point out the particular errors of thoſe they diſks 
and accuſe; and, in ſo doing, might manifeſt, that they themielyes 
know not what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. | 
Mr Herwey has very properly exhibited ſuch vain declaimer in the 
following note : 

This puts me in mind of what Theodorus replied to PBH, 
* who was often inſinuating, that he preached /icentious doctrine; be. 
« cauſe he enlarged, with peculiar aſſiduity, upon faith in J 701 
« CyR1sT; and frequently choſe ſuch texts as, Believe in ibi Lid 
„ Teſus, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. 

« [ preach ſalvation by Jes us CyR15$T; and give ms lese de 
© aſk, whether you know what ſalvation by Car1sT means! 
* Philecles pauſed ; he begun to bluſh ; would have eluded the que- 
„ ſtion, and declined an anſwer, No, ſaid Theodorus, you mo 
permit me to infiſt upon a reply, Becauſe, if it be a right ohe, 
„it will juſtify me and my conduct: if it be a ayrong one, it wi 
* prove, that you blame you know not what; and have more ſes 
to inform yourſelf, than to cenſure others, 

. This diſconcerted him flill more. Upon which Tbenderul le. 
„ ceeded: Salvation by CHR15$sT means, not only a deliverance 
from the guilt, but alſo from the poaver of fin, He gave himſe 
&© for. us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity ; redeem #1 fron 
% ur vain converſation, as well as deliyer us from the wrath to 2 
„Go now, Philocles, and tell the world, that by teaching thels 
« doarines, I promote the cauſe of licentiouſneſs. And you wi 

&« juſt as rational, juſt as candid, juſt as true, as if you mould — 
„ that the firemen, by playing the engine, and pouring in water, 


© burnt your houſe to the ground, and laid your furniture in à he. 4 
| Note, dial; x. P. 203. "#3 a 


PREF. 


alſo neceſſary, if poſlible, 
ſelf, or by his approbation 


that this defence ſhould be by him- 
- and alſo that the public ſhould be 


; f this, that ſo it may be conſidered as a proper and 
— — to his volumes. As theſe particulars can 
be fo plainly diſcovered by the letters prefixed, it is well that 


was ſo open in his declarations. 
W debate with Mr Sandeman, it ſeems to ſtand as fol- 


lows : f 

rning - point from deſpair to good hope, he ob- 
Eq wa binge of the controverſy ; and this point 1s with 
Mr Sandeman the finiſhed work of Chriſt, as it is fully ſuffici- 
ent to vindicate the divine juſtice in ſaving the moſt guilty. All 
the hope he has by this, is repreſented by the hope a man has 
from hearing of the plentiful importation of corn in the time 
of famine ; while it yet remains a hazard whether he ſhall ever 
obtain any ; arid his expectation to obtain, is by labouring in 

inful defire and fear till crowned with enjoyment. _ 

Aſpaſuo's turning point is the finiſhed work of Chriſt, re- 
vealed in the gracious declarations of the goſpel, not only as 
ſupporting the divine juſtice in ſaving the moſt guilty, but alſo 
as the ſufficient object of the ſinner's immediate truſt and confi» 
dence, agreeable to the repeated divine affurances that ſuch ſhall 
not be confounded or diſappointed. And the works and la- 
bour of love 4ſpaſio pleads for, are works of love to God thus 
maniſeſt2d and truſted in. 4 ny 

Aſoaſis's former opponents have objected to this, immediate 
truſt ol a inner upon Chriſt alone for everlaſting life, by plead- 
ins for what they have conceived to be previouſly neceſſary, 
under the names of faith, repentance, ſanctification begun, Sc. 

Mr Sandeman has undertook to prove, that all true ſanctifi- 
cation, converſion, faith, &c. ſprings ſolely from the truth of 
Chriſt's ſufficiency for the moſt guilty, without any addition 
whatever, as the central point of divine revelation, and that 
all other religion is not any part of Chriſtianity ; not any part 
of that doftrine which came from heaven; but only the vain 
efforts of the natural man to lower the divine character of the 
infinitely righteous and juſt God, and quiet his ,guilty con- 
ſcience with a righteouſneſs inſufficient, or, in other words, 
a righteouſneſs ſtained with fin z and that the names of con- 
verſion, faith, ſanctification, applied to this kind of religion, 
are only fitted to deceive ; and ſuppoſing our appropriation or 
truſt to be a denial of this ſufficiency of Chriſt alone, he op- 
poſes that alfo, This then is what we are concerned to defend, 

To this purpoſe I have endeavoured to ſhew, that, in truſting 
to the ſufficient righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone for everlaſting 
life, we keep clear of the charge of denyiny; the ſufficient righ- 
ieouſneſs, and of adding or mixing another righteouſneſs with 
it, We may rather aſk, How does it appear that any man be- 
lie ves it to be ſufficient, when he dare not truſt his foul upon 
it, but waits in painful deſire and fear, to diſcover himſelf 
poſſeſſed of the diſtinguiſhing qualities of a believer ? And as he 
carefully ſeparates what he believes, from all foundation of 
hope or confidence therein for everlaſting life, he appears to us 
involved in the abſurdity of hoping for eternal life by Chriſt, 
becauſe he diſcovers himſelf without any foundation of hope, 
either in himſelf, or in the goſpel be believes. 

He may ſay, “ he truſts to be ſaved by what Chriſt has 
* done, if ſaved at all ;” but that very if ſignifies, that he does 
not truſt upon what Chriſt has done, but is waiting to diſcover 
ſomething elſe as a more proper ground of his confidence, 
And what is that ſomething elſe, but the difference he diſcovers 
berwixt himſelf and other ſinners? So that after all our flou- 
Tiſhes againſt ſelf-dependence and Phariſaic doctrine, if we 
are not upon our guard, we ſhall be at laſt ſettled on no other 
foundation. 

Mr Sandeman, in endeavouring to prove that his view of 
the goſpel „ quiets the guilty conſcience of a man as ſoon as 
* he knows it,” acknowledges with us, that the goſpel is de- 
figned for that end ; but fails in his attempt to make out, that 
the guilty conſcience of that man is quieted who diſcovers no 

undation in what he believes, to truſt in Chriſt's righteouſ- 


neſs for everlaſting life. He ſuppoſes, that the uncaſineſs and 
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dread of conſcience ariſes only from the appearin g impoſſibi- 
lity of a juſt God being a Saviour; from whence he infers, 
that the revelation of a righteouſneſs removing this ſeeming 
impoſſibility, brings the reſt and peace the ſcripture ſpeaks of ; 
without revealing any ground for truſt and confidence in that 
righteouſneſs, Bur this ſuppoſition is not true; few or none 
are troubled with ſuch apprehenſions, nor does the ſcripture 
addreſs men as though they were, It is ſelf-evident, that the 
cauſe of our dread is an apprehenſion of our want of a righ- 
teouſneſs acceptable to the divine purity ; and what relieves 
muſt be our having ſuch a righteouſneſs either in ourſelves, or 
by God's free gift. This Mr S himſelf ſeems to acknow- 
ledge, when he talks of © labouring in painful defire and fear,” 
as the effect of his cramped view of the goſpel. For why is this 
the effect? but becauſe what he believes does not afford the 
proper ſatisfaction, 

Mr Sandeman's jealouſy is, leſt we, by pleading thus for 2 
ſinner's truſt and confidence on Chriſt, ſhould lead man into 
a ſelf· dependence on His doing ſomething to relieve himſelf 
from his dreadful circumſtances, inſtead of being ſupported 
only by what Chriſt has already done. But how eaſy is it to per- 
ceive, that no man is or can be ſupported by what Chriſt has 
already done, but he that diſcoyers it the object of his truſt 
and confidence for everlaſting life ; and that ſo to depend on 
Chriſt, and what he has done, is the very oppoſite of all ſelf- 
deperidence, and inconſiſtent with our depending on our do- 
ing any thing either preſent or future? 

It is true, a man that is at an entire uncertainty without any 
dependence whatever, is as clear of ſelf-dependence, as he is 
of dependence on what Chriſt has done. So a man that nei- 
ther cats nor drinks, is as much out of danger of dying with 
gluttony and exceſs, as heis of being poiſoned with unwhole- 
fome food. But how long can a man live thus? And how long 
can 4 man ſupport without having ſome dependence or other 
for his ſoul? It is as natural for the mind of man to depend 
on ſomething againſt the fears of hereafter, as it is for his bo- 
dy to gravitate or ſink till it meets with a proper ſupport. 
Hence we find, that thoſe who depend not on the truth, de- 
pend on ſome falſchood or other which they ſuppoſe to be 
true ; and when a man is beat off from one falſe dependence, 
he is ſinking to deſpair till he finds another, or is relieved by 
the real truth, And that truth which relieves, muſt reveal a 
foundation of dependence for everlaſting life; to attempt to 
reſt thort of this, is to attempt to build a caſtle in the air. The 
diſcovery, that God may, if he pleaſes, have mercy upon me 
* as I at preſent ſtand,” although it tends to remove the Pha- 
riſaic with or want to know that I am diſtinguiſhed from o- 
thers, yet leaves me unſupported as to original and real dread 
of conſcience ariſing from my perſonal deficiency. And as 
ſuch light the divine warrant for the ſinner's truſt and confi- 
dence in Chriſt's ſufficient righteouſneſs, they naturally fink to 
the hope of eternal life, not by what Chriſt has done, or what 
the goſpel declares, but a hope that they are the ſheep of 
— who hear his voice, which is in fact only a hope in them- 
elves. 

The generality of mankind are but little concerned about 
the truth of the foundation of their peace of conſcience ; ſo 
they have got ſome hope, it is enough ; they do not care to 
be diſturbed from it with ſuch a controverſy as this ; eſpecially 
it they can but conceit themſelves holy, or feel themſelves 
happy ; not conſidering, that if their hope is founded on 
falſchood, their whole religion is a deceit : But they who are 
taught of God, are not led by fond conjectures; they will not 
be ſatisfied with any other reaſon of their hope than the voice 
of that God who ſpeaks in the conſcience ; and Chriſt the Sa- 
viour of the guilty given to be truſted in, is the only founda- 
tion that God has laid in Zion. 

I have only to add, that the manner in which the ſubje& is 
treated, that is, by ſhort remarks on the paſſages we are con- 
cerned with, was the way in which the ſubje& was treated for 
Mr Hervey's view; and as I could think of no ſhorter method 
of defence, it is ſo preſented to the public, 
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places where you think I am confuſed in my apprehenſions, 


injudicious in method, or weak in argument. As you have fo 
thoroughly ſtudied the point, and ſo often taught the doctrine 
you mult cafily ſee where the eſſay lies moſt open to objection 
and where the point might receive additional ſtrength. —You 
would much oblige me, if you would do this with the utmoſt 
impartiality and freedom ; and, I hope, you would do ſervice 
to the truth as it is in ZFESUS. Several perſons, I find, are 
diflatisfied with my opinion on this head, Do, Sir, review 
dialogue xvi. and favour me with ygur free remarks, and 
friendly improvements. Whatever of this kind is done, I beg 
may be done ſpeedily ; becauſe a new edition is in the preſs, 
and the printers will ſoon come to that part, —When I hear 
from you again, I will ſpeak my ſentiments with relation to 
your well-calculated deſign of an evangelical library f. At 
preſent I have leiſure only to aſſure you, that I am, 


Dear Sin, 
Your affectionate friend in FE SUS CHRIST, 
Weſton, Apr. 15. JAMES HERVEY, 


<p pp Gp ⁰ . pope oCp I vFJ cc CCtGCOGC 


Dear S1R, 


Received your preſent by the coach; I thank you for it; 
and am much pleaſed with it The doctrine t which you 
approve in my eſſay, and have clearly diſplayed and fully pro- 
ved in your own writings, is not reliſhed by every body ; no, 
not by many pious people. I take the liberty to ſend you a 
couple of letters containing objections l. I wiſh you would be 


When I perceived by his firſt edition of Theron and A/paſio, that 
he had ſo publicly eſpouſed the truths for which I had incurred the 
diſpleaſure of many of his profeſſed friends and admirers, I wrote to 
him, ſignifying my fellowſhip with him in the deſpiſed truth. 

+ An intended collection of the moſt evangelical pieces from the 
beginning of the reformation down to the preſent day. And as no- 
hing was deſigned bat the marrow of each performance, ſo he 
judged it might be comprized in ſix volumes, and defired that an a- 
bridgment of Theron and Aſpaſio might have a place in one volume of 


1 


: This was a ſummary of doftrine, extracted from Theron and 
Aſpaſio, in Aſpaſio's own words. 

Theſe objectors were adding no revealed truth to our minds, but 
on the contrary were only attempting to overthrow the ſolid founda- 
tion laid for the hope, confidence, apd ſalvation of guilty finners ; 
that which makes the goſpel glad tidings indeed to ſach. They al- 
lowed, that the free and unconditional nature of the divine declara- 
ions concerning Chriſt as an object of truſt and confidence, was the 
only foundation upon which truſt or confidence could be eſtabliſhed ; 
but then they immediately contradicted this freeneſs of the divine 
grant, by clogeing it with the prerequiſites of ſeriouſneſs, ſenſibility 
of need, real defires, and in ſhort every qualification that human pride 
could preſume upon the divine favour with, provided no Saviour had 
ever been revealed: Whereas, the man taught of God is made ſen- 
/Lle, that no qualification in him is to be a flepping· ſtone to the Re- 


ſo kind as to conſider them, and in your conci/e way, which 1 
much admire, to make your remarks upon them. One of 
the letters, in caſe it exactly coincided with my ſentiments, 
ſhould think too diffuſe and prolix. I love to have the force 
and ſpirit of a ſubje& contracted into a ſmall compaſs, and cv. 
hibited to our minds in one clear and eaſy view. Long 0. 
courſes, and protracted arguments, diſſipate the attention aud 
overwhelm the memory.—I think you are very happy in ex. 
preſſing yourſelf with a brevity that is ſtriking, yer perſpicuous. 

I am not ſhaken in my own opinion by theſe attacks; by 
I ſhould be glad to deliver it more clearly, and eſtabliſh jr 
more firmly in another edition. If you can ſpare a little time 
from your own labours, I hope you will gratify me in this re. 
queſt ; and I truſt HE, whom you ferve, will make it a blef. 
ſing to me and to others, 

I would beg of you to return theſe letters, and (if the LORD 
ſhould enable you) with free obſervations on the mosT Ma- 
TERIAL points, as ſoon as POSSIBLE ; becauſe our new edi 
tion goes on apace, and will ſoon come to dialogue xvi. I have 
ſome thoughts of enlarging it a little, and dividing it into two 
dialogues. At preſent it is rather too long to be read at once. 

I heartily wiſh you ſucceſs in your projected work. I afure 


deemer's righteouſneſs. His real de/ire is cy to live by that righ- 


teouſneſs, not by his ,wn; and he is /erious in this matter as bear of 
the greateſt importance, counting all things but loſs and dung, that 
he may win Chriſt, and be found in him, not having on his own 
righteouſneſs which is of the law. They allowed the goſpel declara- 
tions contained what might be compared © to a free welcome to an 
entertainment, by a friend's invitation ;” but denied that this gave 
them leave to believe that this entertainment was theirs ; and ouly 
ferved as an inducement for them to dv ſomething, called reception, 
in order to found a title. They were anſwered, it was not theirs as a 
property in their diſpoſal to give away, or trifle with; but theirs to 
partake of, it certainly was, by virtue of the invitation. And this 
partaking of Chriſt, and ſalvation in him, could be neither more 
nor leſs, than living by him in virtue of theſe declarations, inſlead 
of ſeeking a title by inherent qualifications ; which would be, in fac, 
living by our own righteouſneſs, and not by him. That if they al- 
lowed be was free for us to truſt in, then the truſt and confidence we 
pleaded for was vindicated as no preſumption, but rather an obedi- 
ence to our divinely-gracious Benefactor. The difference between 
Mr Herwey and them, lay in their different ſentiments about what was 
the truth of the goſpel : what they counted goſpel, left them to ſerk 
for a ſomething in themſelves under the name of faith, on account of 
which they might conclude themfelves ſaved perſons. What Mr 
Herve counted goſpel, was the revelation of the divine righteouſneſs 
to the moſt guilty, warranting their immediate truſt and confidence 
therein ; aſſuring them ſuch confidence ſhould not be diſappointed. 
It is caſy to perceive, that ſuch confidence muſt be effential to the 
real belief of ſuch doctrine; as, on the other hand, no aſſurance or 
confidence can be eſſential to the belief of that doctrine which leaves 
me to ſeek for my ground of confidence in a ſomething more than 
what Chriſt has already done, and God has ſo freely preſented to 
me. Mr Herwey's view was not to eſtabliſh a ſtandard for the hope 
of ſalvation of this kind, as depending upon our inherent qualifica- 
tions, whether called convictions, faith, repentance, or by any other 
name; but rather to eflabliſh an important, comfortable, ** 
truth, concerning an open door of acceſs to God by what Chriſt has 
done, and ſalvation in him, granted to the moſt guilty, on a ſuppoli- 
tion that every mouth is ſtopped, and all the world (in every preten 
ſion or 1 unto righteouſneſs) become perfectly on a level before 
him. This truth he apprehended was, when received, the conviction 
and faith of every true believer, and the foundation of immediate 
truſt and confidence, and as ſuch was neceſſary and eſſential to ſolid 
vel of conſcience, and true holineſs of heart and lite; yet, at the 
ame time, entirely oppoſite to the peace and holineſs of men of the 
Phariſaic ſpirit. In thort, we ſeemed to be only upon the old apoſto- 
lic or reformation diſpute ſtill, viz whether we are to be juſtited by 
faith in Chriſt without works? or whether we are firit to find ſome 
righteouſneſs in ourſelves? WET. 
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ik exiſtence when and while they could thus conceive of them- 
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| 5 at ſuch a work, if well executed, will the London * Magazines ſucceſſively; and there is printing a 
you, it 1 ſervices to the preſent age. Lou new edition. The LORD FESUS, the WONDER FUL 
be one o — be too haſty. Mr . has huddled over COUNSELLOR, direct us in this truly- important affair. 
will — — a moſt precipitate, and therefore moſt im- I will now, relying on his unerring SPIRIT, ſet about 
his per — One would think his aim was, not to ſclect preparing the xvith dialogue for the preſs; and I ſhould be 
perfect, 5 — | paſſages, but to reprint thoſe which came very deſirous to have it paſs under your examination before 
the e ir © 1 live to ſee another edition of Theron and it is launched into the world. You will give me leave to ex- 
firſt to — I will deſire your acceptance of a ſet; and —— an anſwer; and let me know from time to time, where a 
3 mot F vill be improved and enriched with your obſerva- tter may find you, fent by, 

tions : which will be a favour acknowledged by, 


Tour afeftionate 2 4 5 7 ESUSCHRIST, Your obliged and affeftionate brother in CHRIST FESUS, 
our een 


JAMES HERVEY. Welton, May 8. J. HERVEY. 


1lon't ſpare my own performance; but freely 
aden cen e. I am Tackle he fomerimes ſpeaks #® #2#SS2H52S266KSfHSSSSE6SS60#2@ 60 
unguardedly, and ſometimes ſcems inconſiſtent with himlelt. 


Dear SIR, 


Dear S 1x, 
Wefen-Favell, Apr. 22. 1755. 7 Have been ſo poorly in my health, and ſo much engaged 
in company, that 1 could not poſſibly get the incloſed 
Se ac Rocko hot hon George Ree foo fo nn ts ready before this time ; which is the cauſe, the only cauſe, of 
my deterring my thanks for your laſt favour, 
Dear S1R, As to the doctrine under conſideration, I have given a fa- 


Received your laſt valuable letter, and fincerely thank you vourable and attentive ear to all that is ſaid againſt it; and yet 
1 for the judicious obſervations it contained. —Your other the more it is attacked, the more I am convinced of its truth. 
ſetter alſo, which conveyed an anſwer to —, came ſafe to The LORD JESUS enable me to deliver and teſtify, with clear- 
hand. How is it, dear Sir, that godly “ people are fo averſe neſs of ſentiment, and meekneſs of temper, what I am per- 
to this doctrine + ? ſuaded in my own conſcience, is the true goſpel of grace 
I have another letter from „containing remarks upon, The incloſed paper contains ſome of the alterations which 1 
and objections to, Mr Marſhall, 1 would tranſmit it to you Pon to make. Another ſheet will compriſe the remainder. 
by this conveyance, but I remember you have already work t me deſire you, dear Sir, to examine them, and remark 
upon your hands. In my next it ſhall wait upon you. My upon them, as freely and impartially,as you have done upon 
only aim, I truſt, is to find out the truth as it is in FESUS; other papers. Pray treat me with a kind ſeverity. Whatever 
which, at preſent, I am convinced is with you. There is ſo ſentence or expreſſion appears wrong, I beg of you, animad- 
much clearneſs and ſimplicity in your doctrine, it is ſo ſuitable vert, correct, ſpare it not, I aſſure you, I can brar to be 
to the goodneſs of G OD, and ſo eminently conducive to the told, (by your friendly pen at leaſt), this is not evangelical ; 
comfort, recovery, and happineſs of a ſinner, that I cavnot here you contradict yourſelf ; this is redundant, and that am- 
be perſuaded to relinquiſh it, —I ſhould be glad to maintain it biguous.—Pleaſe to make little marks of reference in the MS. 
in a convincing, yet the moſt inoffenſive manner. I propoſe and pen down your obſervations on a ſeparate paper. 
to allot two dialogues for this very important ſubject. How, I think to drop my firſt deſign of dividing the eſſay into two 
in what form and order would you adviſe me to proceed? Pray dialogues, and anſwering the various objections. This I intend 
don't ſcruple to expreſs yourſelf with all poſſible freedom. to poſtpone for the * and would print no more than is 
Direct and correct, as a friend and fellow. labourer t, &c. needful to explain, eſtabliſh, and guard the tenet.—I think to 
add in a note, a friendly invitation to any ſerious and ingenu- 
DIG SO GO TEST sous perſon on the other fide of the queſtion, to debate and 
x ſift this very important point; profeſſing, that if it can be 
Dear 81 R, | proved erroneous, I will retract and renounce it, not only 
AST night I received the favour of your two packets; without reluctance, but with pleaſure and thankfulneſs. Truth, 
and, I aſſure you, a real favour I eſteem them. Your the truth of the goſpel, is my pearl ; where-ever I find it, thi- 
anſwers are ſo clear, ſo conſiſtent, ſo comfortable; they very ther (without re pect to names or per ſons) would I reſort, and 
much tend to eſtabliſh my mind. I find by your experience, there would I abide, May that gracious promiſe be fulfilled 
the © account I mean of GO D's dealings with your ſoul,” to us in our ſearches, “ The LORD ſhall guide thee conti- 
that you have incurred (but ſurely without any juſt cauſe) the * nually !“ —I hope to ſend you, very ſoon, the reſidue, and 
diſpleaſure of many. Now, as this is the caſe, my dear Sir, am, 
let us act prudently ; be wiſe as _—_ Don't you think, I Dear 81 n, 
beg of you, chat I am aſhamed of your friendſhip. GOD ur obliged and affettionate friend in CHRIST FESUS 
forbid ! But as J have ſome concern, and you have a greater : 48x 
zeal for theſe precious doctrines, let us uſe the moſt probable Weſton, May 31. 1755. J HERVEY. 
means to ſpread them. You know the power of prejudice is 
great; is almoſt incredible. Many people, were they to know, 
that you and I have been laying our counſels together, per- 
haps would never look into my book. We ſeem now to have Dear 5 1 R, 
a favourable opportunity of diffuſing theſe ſacred and delight- 1 night I was favoured with your ſecond letter, and 
ful truths |}. My books have been well ſpoken of in three of ſincerely thank you for the freedom you have uſed, and 
. the corrections you have made.— Herewith I ſend the remain- 
Mr Hervey here uſes the word godly in the common ſignification der of dialogue xvi. thoſe parts, I mean, that are to undergo 
of it, as diflinguiſhing the religious Lom thoſe who profeſs no reli · ſome alteration. I with you could borrow the larger edition; 
gion ; but, in the ſcripture-ſenſe of the word, it is confined to thoſe to that the numeral references are made, as from that the new 
vboſe religion is formed by the belief and love of that truth which edition is printing. — I hope you will be ſo kind as to examine 


came from God for the hope of the ilty. ; : fone? 
+ Theſe podly people he 1 * continually bs this MS. alſo with a friendly ſeverity. Spare no ſentiment or 


4 Pie : b exprefſion, I beſecch you, that fo much as feems contrary to 
, of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, If 
the puilty, as the ground of immediate confidence : and as they could you ſee ny ching that * r N de omitted, I wiſh EEE 
make no heſitation about confiding in the Lord, if (as they termed it) would incloſe it in a parentheſis; for, I fear, the dialogue will 
get evidences avere clear ; fo he made no hefitation about confiding be too long, and overwhelm the aon. 
* Lord as a guilty ſinner; the divine declarations to the guilty I am ſorry that I am fo ſtraitened in time, and can ſay no 
— to bim as the foundation of his confidence, as their evi- more; my ſervant waits, and if I delay him any longer, will 
ces would to them if they could conceive them to be clear ; and be too late to Jiſpatch ſome neceflary buſineſs for the family.— 


bs bs — * aroſe Nom the truth he * it ſtood in ſo Be pleaſed to favour me with your obſervations as ſoon as poſ- 
With it, that he accounted it eſſential to it: as, on ; my. 8 a 
the other hand, their conk ns CE nn wie A ſible, becauſe the printers will, if they are delayed much long 


2 as diſtinguiſhing characteriſties of God's children, could 


Some of theſe recommendations were not to the advantage of 
ade which - was his main deſign to — of — ory 
, 4 ; has not failed to take notice; and it maſt be acknowle 
| How = 2 Py og of this letter is loſt. ? _ that a reſentment of the offices of ſuch a friend might not have bes 
Gilling this the 001, = Mr Sandeman appear to be miſtaken, in jmproper. But the ſame reaſons which he had for defiring che filence 
deined a public Hef nen docktine, or in judging that Mr Hervey had of one friend for the preſent, may be jullly ſuppoſed the reaſon be 

Þybiic eter on the account of it ? ſhewed no reſentment ko the officiouſaeis of the other, | 
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er, be tempted to impatience. I ſhould be glad if you would 
make I/:/ton in your way, when you return from Norwich. 
May the LORD FESUS ſtrengthen your judgment, make 
you of quick underſtanding, and enable you to detect every 
thing, in my poor eflay, that is not agrecable to his word !—I 
am in doubt whether this letter ſhould be directed to you at 
London, or Norwich. A miſtake in this particular may cauſc a 
longer delay in the affair, The all-ſceing GOD guide me in 
every thing! I chuſe London, and hope it will come to your 
hand before you ſet out. I am, 


Dear SIR, 
Your obliged and truly- aſtectionate friend in CHRIST JESUS, 


J. HERVEY. 
CEE EEE F EO ET UE EF EEE EE TE EEE EEE EEE EEE EFELEEEE 


Weſton, June 12. 


Dear S1R, | 

Should be very glad, and much obliged, if you could give 
I me your company in yourreturn from Norwich, that we may 
thoroughly canvaſs, and carefully examine the important ſub- 
ject of our correſpondence. I have ordered the printers to 
keep their types, compoſed for this part of my work, ſtand- 
ing; and to proceed with the remainder, before this is worked 
off. So that I hope to have the whole, in proot-ſheers, to 
lay before you in one view, provided you could favour me with 
your company pretty ſoon, 

A celebrated divine from abroad writes thus, in a private 
letter to his friend; in which he ſpeaks the very ſentiments of 
my heart, and, I apprehend, of yours alſo, | 

« I] apprehend, Mr Hervey's definition of faith will expoſe 
« him maſt to the generality of divines, both of the church 
„% of England and diſſenters; though it is a very good one, 
« when well explained. The perſuaſion or aſſurance which is 
© in the very nature of faith, muſt be carefully diſtinguiſhed 
&« from that which has, in a manner, appropriated the name 
ce of aſſurance to itſelf ; I mean that exerciſe of ſpiritual ſenſe 
“ following upon ſaving faith, whereby a believer fees, and, 
C upon good grounds, concludes himſelf to be in a ſtate of 
« grace and falvation, and that he has an actual intereſt in 
« CHRIST, and his whole purchaſe, even eternal life. 
& The foundation of this aſſurance of ſenſe, is the believer's 
experience and feeling of what the HOLY GHOST has al- 
cc ready wrought in his ſoul, and it runs into this concluſion ; 
« find the fruits of the SPIRIT planted in my ſoul; I am a 
& new creature; I love the LORD FESUS in ſincerity “; 
« and it is one of the greateſt burdens of my life, that I have 
© no love ſuited to ſo glorious a one . From all which, I 
« am ſure, GOD has given me CHRIST, pardoned my 
c ſins, I am in a ſtate of grace, and muſt go to glory. But 
* the ground and foundation of that particular perſuaſion and 
& aſſurance, which is in the nature of ſaving faith, is the glo- 
& rious authority and faithfulneſs of GOD in the goſpel re- 
* cord, promiſe, and offer; and it riſes no higher than this, 
* that GOD offers, and thereby, as he is true and faithful, 
« gives CHRIST, with all his fulneſs, to me, to be believed 
on, and truſted in, for life and eternal ſalvation ?. So that 
J not only ſafely and warrantably may, but am obliged || to 
« receive, apply, and make uſc of FZESUS CHRIST as 
% my own Saviour, by reſting on him, and truſting to him as 
ce ſuch, JEHOV AH's great gift, offer, and promiſe, gives 
tc every ſinner a ſufficient warrant to do this, and are a ſtrong 
„ jmmoveable foundation for this perſuaſion or aſſurance of 
© faith. Nor can any other ſolid ſatisfying anſwer be given to 
„ abroken-hearted humbled creature 4, who puts away from 


It muſt be remembered, that they who love the Lord Jeſus, love 
him that came to ſave, not the righteous, but the guilty ; not the 
qualified, but the loſt. | 

+ This manner of expreſſion, which this friend never learned from 
the ſcriptures, but catched (as I ſuppoſe) through common cuſtom, 
_ favours too much of the leaven of the Phariſees. The Chriſtian, 
conſcious to himſelf that he is guiliy, makes no account of the de- 
grees of imperfect love, but lives ſolely and entirely by the righ- 


teouſneſs revealed for the hope of the guilty : and what he lives by, 


he loves ; not as a taſk e by the worthineſs of the object, 
but as an affection ariſing from the truth believed. 


t This is well expreſſed, and evidently diſtinguiſhes his meaning 


of the word offer, from the offer of a bargain to any who will come 
up to the terms. He evidently means the real grant of the bleſſings, 
as when money, food, and cloathing, are offered to the poor, famiſh- 
ed, or naked, 

They who hear and underſtand this goſpel-grace, find it their 
bounden duty, as well as their happy privilege, and heart's inclina- 
tion, no more to ſeek to live by their own, but to live entirely by the 
divine righteouſneſs. | £ | 

+ If this gentleman, by à broken-hearted humbled creature, means 
ſome that were hereby more qualified for mercy than the reſt, he 
would differ from us widely ; but if (as I apprehend) he only means 


MN HERVEY's LETTERS To Mx CUDWORTH. 


„ himſelf the gracious promiſes and offers of the 


« this ill-grounded imagination, that they do mts upon 
* him. To whom it always may, and ought to be — . 


that they do belong to him, in the ſenſe I have 

This extract is, I think, the preciſe explanation of our doe 

trine. If you find any expreſſion, not exactly ſuited to you. 

opinion, pleaſe to obſerve a. 1 am, * 
Dear 8 IR, 

Your affectionate and obliged brother in CH RIS 7 


Weſton, July 6. 1755. J. HERVEY. 


mentioned » » 


Dear Mr CuDwormTaH, | 
AST night I received your favour, and, according to your 
requeſt, have written to my excellent friend, without 
delaying a ſingle poſt. The LORD JESUS accompan 
my conciliatory offices with his heavenly blefliag ! * 

I hope you had a good journey, and are well in health, and 
joyful through faith. We ſhall all be glad to hear, that TP 
bore his journey comfortably, and is returned home more and 
more eſtabliſhed in the love of his bleſſed LO RD, 

I hope you do not forget me and my family, my people, and 
my work at the preſs —May the good LORD proſper you 
and your labours of love ! / 

I am much ſtraitened for time, and can add no more at pre- 
ſent, but that 

Tam yours, moſt cordially, 


J. HERVEy, 
PEP / 


Dear Mr Cu pwoR rk, 

R — , has been with me, and went away laſt weck. 

We had much talk concerning you. I told him why 

I thought of your converſation and doctrine. What I could 

urge ſeemed to make no impreſſion. I affuce you, my eſtecm 

for you is not diminiſhed. I am more and more perſuaded, 

that your method of ſtating that grand and precious doctrine 

—the doctrine of faith in CH RI1ST—is the truth of the go- 

ſpel. Your company, whenever you come this way, will be 
truly acceptable to all my family. 

I wiſh you would inform me of the miſtakes which you ap- 
prehend to be in Dr Criſp's ſermons. I have the new edition; 
intend to read them very attentively; and ſhould be glad of 
your cautionary hints. 

Pray let me hear from you ſoon ; and believe me to be, 

| Dear SIR, 
Tour cordial and faithful friend, 


Weſton, Sept. 9. J. HERVEY, 
CFD n PoDo To Lobo ke Look DoToKeBo Dl 3ede! 


Dear Mr CUuDwoORTH, | 
Received your welcome letter from London. I ſhould have 
anſwered it much ſooner, but I had quite forgot where 19 
direct. The direction was given in the firſt letter you ever 
wrote to me, which, conſiſting only of kind and friendly ex- 
preſſions, I ſuffered to periſh, as I do all letters of that kind. 
Your other epiſtolary favours I carefully preſerve.—I have 
waited and waited one day after another, in hopes of ſecing 
you at Meſton, in your return to Norwich ; and have been uu- 
eaſy in myſelf, leſt you ſhould think I neglect your . 
dence. Indeed I do not. Neither do I forget my promue. 
have a ſet of the new edition, reſerved on purpoſe for you; !9 
be delivered into your own hand, if you call upon me. Orl 
will order a ſet to be left for you in London, where-ever Jon 
ſhall appoint. 

I ſincerely thank you for the copy of your letter. The ſen- 
timents are ſuch as I wiſh to have written on my heart; fuc 
as I wiſh to ſpeak and teach, while I live; and in my writings 
(if my writings ſurvive me) to teſtify when I am dead. May 


Aug. 4. 


thoſe whoſe criminal remorſe renders them abſolutely deſtitute of e · 
very other hope than by Chriſt alone, we are of one mind. 15 

* One of the moſt evangelical-appearing objections again 8 
grant of Chriſt to be believed on, is, That, according to this 3 
< trine, the free gift does not ſecure their reigning in life on — 
« jt is beſtowed ; becauſe they may riſe to damnation for a", p 
% abundance of the gift.“ To which ic may be anſwered, That 8! _— 
though to ſinners indefinitely, that they may live by it, yet — 
entity to every one till he hears it, and no conveyance of on 1 
neſs to any man that does not believe it, according to that — l "i 
ſpoken. And on the other hand, where a man does really be u# 7 
he undoubtedly lives by it; and there grace reigns through righteo 


to eternal lift, over all who are thus begotten again. 
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D bear witneſs to ſuch doctrine, by making it 
che good Ts confelence and fruitful in the converſation, 
Your treatiſe of marks and evidences I will attentively read, 
If any thing occurs, which ſeems to need explication or alte- 
ration, I will moſt freely communicate it. | 
Pray let me hear from you ſoon. Inform me how you go 
on with Mr Depend upon it, I will do you all the ſer- 
vice chat lies in my power. Not merely becauſe you are a friend, 
whom I eſtcem, but alſo becauſe I am perſuaded, you work 
the work of the LORD JES U $.—To whoſe tender love I 
commend yourſelf and your labours ; and am, 
Dear S1R, 


Your truly- affectionate Friend, 
J. HERVEY. 


Weſton, Oct. 9. 


EZEZEaCTTD EDDIE LEILDEDDIDELDYDSDDSSSD 


M dear friend, 

Our welcome letter is now in my hand. I thank you for 
the remarks it contains. The LORD make us of quick 
unteritanding in the fear of the LORD! : 

L have read the treatiſe concerning marks and evidences. I 
am going, as ſoon as I have diſpatched this letter, to read it 
„in. If to do the heart good be a ſign of its value, I can 
very confidently bear this teſtimony to its worth, It refreſhes 
ny ſpirit and comforts my ſoul. I hope, when republiſhed, 
it will be attended with this bleſſed effect to multitudes of read- 
ers .I believe it would be adviſeable to ſend it abroad with- 
out 2 name, and commit it wholly to the diſpoſal of him, who 
is head over all things to the church. 

Did you ever ſee a little treatiſe written by one Mr Heart, 
formerly paſtor of a church in the place where you now re- 
dale? It is ſtyled, A vindication of the eternal law and everlaſt- 
ine goſpel? It is but very lately that it came to my hands, It 
appears to me a truly valuable piece.—lI forgot to deſire, that 
vou would preſent my moſt cordial ſalutations to Mr "Iſt 
* not for want of eſteem that I do not write to him, but from 
want of health, and a multiplicity of engagements. I ſhould 
be very glad, if he would commnaicate with all freedom, any 
remarks that he himſelf has made, or has heard from others, 
relating to Theron and Aſpaſio. 

Me called upon me, about ten days ago, in his return 
to Landon. He ſtaid only to make a haſty breakfaſt, ſo that I 
had very little converſation with him. I hope the GOD of 
power, and the GOD of peace, will unite our hearts in the love 
of the ſpirit, and unite our hands in the work of the LORD; 

There is no {tage gocs from Northampton to Suffolk, I be- 
here I may convey a parcel by the Cambridge carrier: I will 

inquire cf him, when he comes this way; and if it is a prac- 
ticable thing, you ſhall have the books by his next return. 

We {hall be all glad to entertain you at Veſton, and my 
beſt prayers will always accompany your labours in the LORD. 
I ſend a frank, leſt your ſtock ſhould be exhauſted. —Write 
to me ſoon, and pray for me ever, who am, 


Dear 51 R, 
Your affeftionate brother in CHRIST, | 
Weſton, Nov. 8. 1755. J. HERVEY. 
WEN AMY: .. 
HHH err FIT 


My dear friend, 


books. He promiſed me to deliver them to the Bury car- 
rier; and, I hope, by this time, they have reached your 
hands Whenever you peep upon them, pray be ſo kind as 
to note down any expreſſions or ſentiments that are not Ho- 
ROUGHT.y evangelical, - I ſhall be pleaſed with them, and 
thankful for them, even though I ſhould not have, through 
the want of a new edition, an opportunity of inſerting them 
In my volumes. | 

I have been thinking of your propoſal to republiſh your 
treatiſe on marks and evidences. Suppoſe you tranſmit it, de- 
tached from any other piece, under a frank to me. Suppoſe 

ſend it to an underſtanding and ſagacious friend; and learn 
his ſentiments, and get his critical obſervations on it. By this 
means, you will ſce what is likely to give offence, or meet with 
objection; and may, perhaps, be enabled ſo to form your ar- 
guments, fo to draw up your forces, as to prevent or baffle 
any attack. If you approve of this ſcheme, End me a copy 
of the piece; tear off the title- page, and I will immediately 
oonvey it to a friend, who lives at a great diſtance from Len- 


* This treatiſe, ſo uſeful to my worthy friend, was one of the moſt 


offenſive pieces to my opponents; which very plainly manifeſts, that 


TAY compliments and pretenſions of regard might be paid to 
r Herwey, they differed exceedingly in taſte and judgment of ſpi- 


ritual thines, 


No XIX. 


Sent, laſt week, by the Cambridge carrier, a ſet of my 


din, who knows nothing of the author, and will give me his 


opinion, without favour or diſaffection. 

Leſt you thould not be furniſhed with a frank, I ſend the 
incloſed; — My ſiſter is gone from home; my mother is in 
health, and will always be glad of ſuch converſation as yours; 
which will be equally agreeable to, ' 

Dear 51K, 


Your affectionate friend and brother in CHRIST JESUS, 
Welton, Nov. 25. 1755- J. HERVEY. 
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My dear friend, | | 
Received, with pleaſure and gratitude, your letter and its 
contents, Would have made my acknowledgments im- 
mediately; but waited a poſt or two, in hopes of tranſ- 
mitting to you ſome remarks on your treatiſe, But my friend 
has not ſent them. As ſoon as they come, they ſhall be for- 
warded to you. 

I am very much pleaſed with your explanation of, In the 
LORD have 7 righteouſneſs. Ja ſinner, not a I new or 
ſanctiſied creature,” This is encouraging; this is delight - 
ful; it is like a door opened in the ark for me, even for me 
to enter. Bleſſed be GOD for ſuch truths ! Such truths make 
the goſpel glad tidings indecd to my foul. They are the very 
thing which I want; and the only thing which can give me 
comfort, or do me good *, 

When people inquire, whether ſanCtification is an evidence 
of juſtification ? I ſuppoſe, by ſanctification, they mean what 
St Paul calls the fruits of the SPIRIT; love of GON; 
charity to man, meckneſs, temperance , &c, Now, may we 
not allow theſc to be proper evidences of faith, but maintain 
that the appropriating faith, or the faith of perſuaſion f, is 
the appointed means of producing them! The life which I 
live in the fleſh, the life of holinets, uſefulneſs, and comfort, 
I live by the faith of the SON of OD. What this faith is, 
he explains in the next ſentence ; by viewing the SON of 
GOD, as loving me, and giving himſelf for me. Pray favour 
me with your opinion of 1 J iii. 19. This ſeems one of 
the texts, leaſt reconcileable with our doctrine || 

I have a long letter from a new hand, wrote very fair, and 
drawn up in an elaborate manner, in oppoſition to my account 
of faith, and to ſeveral parts of dialogue xvi. It conſiſts of 
five theets, wrote on every ſide; too large I apprehend to 
come under a frank, otherwiſe I would tranſmit it to you for 


* If Mr Hervey may be believed, nothing was more offenſive to 
him, than thoſe encomiums on his piety, which only ſerve to render 
his confeſſion of himſelf hypocritical, and his doctrine falſe. In all 
his thoughts, in all his practice, he found himſelf a ſinner; and in 
nothing more fo, than in entertaining any good conceit of himſelf, 
or his own ſtate, by compariſon with other men. God had taughc 
him he had no rule to meaſure by, but the perfect law, or will of 
heaven; and every fingle deviation ſerved to render his plea of righ - 
teouſneſs vain, to claſs him among the reſt of mankind-finrers, and 
ſubject him to eternal vengeance, In the view of theſe circumitauces, 
2 revealed in Chriſt Jeſus to the guilty, was a precious joyful 
ſound, which he heard and lived by. Had he heard any one deſcribe 
the holy, heavenly, pious Mr Herwey, he would have replied, You 
have defcribed a man that will never enter heaven ; but in the guilty 
Mr Herwey, living only by the divine righteouſneſs, you find the mau 
that is taught of God. 

To love the divine righteouſneſs provided for the guilty as ſuch ; 
to love God thus characterized as juſt, and the juſtiſier of the un- 
godly by the righteouſneſs of his Son; to love them that are of this 
truth, for the truth's ſake dwelling in them, is, according to ſcripture- 
account, the dillinguiſhing holing/s of truth, whereby the children of 
God are manifeſted from the children of the devil; and the works 
of love to this righteouſneſs, are the only werks that will be openly 
rewarded and acknowledged in the great day. It is alſo evident, from 
ſcripture and experience, that men may compaſs ſea and land to make 
a proſelyte, may give all their goods to feed the poor, and even 
their bodies to be burned, yet want this charity; they may do all 


this, and at the fame time manifeſt themſelves to be the children of 


them who cruciſied Jeſus, by their conduct towards his real goſpel, 
and the diſciples of it. | 
+ They ſhould mean ſo; and the fruit of love, Cr. which is evi« 

dently from this operation of the divine truth we plead for, is un- 
doubtedly a co: firming evidence of its having become our faith, and 
of its divine efficacy in working by love. 

' 2 By appropriating faith, he means the confidence ariſing from the 
belief of the truth, of righteoninets and ſalvation freely preſented 
ro the guilty in Chriſt Jeſus, as their immediate ground of confidence; 
which he alſo ſtyles the fa:th of perſuaſion, to diſtinguiſh it from that 
which is deſcribed, not by What we are perſuaded of, but as a hidden, 
holy principle, diſcoverable only by the good qualifications which 
diſtinguiſh us from others, * 

l Hereby aue (the children of the truth, by loving one ar o her for 
the truth's ſake alone, not in word and in tongue, but in deed and 


in truth) hereby we know (or have an additional confirming know +. 
ledge), that we art of the truth we 8 and ſhall aſſure our hearts 
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your peruſal, And I hope to ſee you ere long; then we may 
cxamine it together, 

I am glad to hear that you are acquainted with Mr ——, 
and that he is ſo well acquainted with the truth as it is in 7 E- 
SUS, The LORD enable him, and raiſe up many more mi- 
niſters, to ſpread abroad the joyful ſound. — When you give 
me your company, do not forget to bring with you the evan- 
gelical piece on che work of the SPIRIT in bringing a ſoul 
to CHRIST, 

There is one paſſage in dialague xvi. which, I think, is very 
injudiciouſſy a ca and is really a miſtake. 'The note, p. 
30;. I obſerved it a good while ago, and expunged it from my 
copy; and my new oppoſer has not ſpared to animadvert upon 
it. What need have we to pray for that divine GUIDE, 
who leads into all truth! May this divine GUIDE dwell in 
us, and walk in vs, be our counſelor and comforter even un- 
to death! Dear Mr Cudworth, I hope, will not forget in his 
prayers the weakeſt of miniſters, and the weake(t of belicvers, 
—but his | 

Aﬀettionate brother in CHRIST, 


Wefton, Jan. 26. 1756. J. HERVET. 


LEPELLELELLLELEZLEZEELASEALIATELITILEVIET] 


My dear friend, 
Received your valuable remarks, and ſincerely thank you 
for them. May our divine MASTER enable us, both 
to diſcern and to diſplay the truth as it is in 7E SUS, 

I am much pleaſed, and thoroughly ſatisfied, with your 
explanation of As ii. 39 . The propoſals ſeem to me clear, 
pertinent, and weighty. If I am able to make any flight cor 
pettion in the ſtyle, it ſhall be tranſmitted in my next.—l 
would now only aſk, how far you have proceeded in the work ? 
I think you ſhould by all means get the greater part (the whole, 
I would rather fay) completed, before you begin to publiſh. 
If this is not done, many unforefeen accidents may ariſe, 
which will probably ſtraiten you in point of time, and oblige 
=_ to be precipitate in your preparations for the preſs. And 

am inclined to query, whether it is not a piece of juſtice we 
owe to the public, not to engage them in purchaſing a pieoe, 
till it is put beyond the power of common caſualties to render 
it imperfect.— Pray, therefore, let me know what progreſs you 
have made. I could wiſh to have it judicioufly executed, and not 
performed in that confuſed, inaccurate, ſlovenly manner, which 


before him, ſaying with Peter, Lord, thou knoweſt all things, thou 

hnoweſt that we love thee : For if our hearts condemn us, that we love 

not thofe who are of this truth, or that our love to them is not for 

this truth's ſake, whatever pretenſions we may make to the faith, and 
of comfort, joy, holineſs, Ec. yet God is greater than our beart, and 
&noweth all things; therefore canno: be deceived by our pretended 
regard to him and his truth, while we love not them who are of this 
truth. Bur, belowed, if our hearts condemn us not, (if the law of the 
New Teftament, Fer. xxxi. 33. to believe on Chriſt, or live by 
bis righteouſneſs, and love one another for this truth's ſake, is writ- 
ten on our hearts), them have we confidence towards God. 

* 42s ii. 39. Ihe perfons mentioned, were pricked in their hearts 
at hearing that God had made that ſame Jeſus, whom they had cru- 
cified, both Lord and Chriſt, and ſaid, Men and brethren, what ſhall 
ave de? We don't find that Peter had been preaching to them any 
ſuch doctrine as that, If they were much affected with their fins, 
and wounded at heart with a godly ſorrow for them, they had an 
«« jnt:reſt in the promiſe of life and ſalvation.” This would have 
deen only Foul] 2th en the Phariſaic diſtinftion, which our Saviour 
eonſtantly oppoſed. On the contrary, when Peter declared, that God 
had made that ſame Jeſus, who oppoſed ſuch diſtindions in the 
Phariſees, and was rejected on that account, that God had made 
him both Lord and Chriſt, they were confounded. All their pre- 
tenſions to righteouſneſs, and acceptance with God, forſook them. 
They were pricked in their hearts at theſe tidings, and cried out, 
Men and brethren, what ſpall we do? If Jeſus is Lord and Chriſt, 
what will become of us? Then Peter exhorted to the aſſurance we 
plead for, in theſe words, Repent, and be baptized in the name 7 Je- 
ft, for the remiſſmn of fins ; (for che words thus circumftanced bear 
evidently this ſenſe) : © Your caſe is undoubtedly deſperate ; you have 
been to this moment God's enemies; even io far have you carried 
your . as with wicked hands to crucify and ſlay the Lord"s 
Chriſt, ſent for your deliverance. Nevertheleſs, in this man's name 
is preached unto you remiſſion of fins : therefore repent of your wicked- 
neſs in oppoſing him ; ſubmit to him as your free given righteouſneſs 
and ſalvation ; be baptized in his name for the remiſſion of your fins, 
and live from beer by him, as your proper righteouſneſs; aſ- 
ſuring yourſelves of remiſſion of fins by him alone; and you ſhall re- 
ccive the promiſed gift of the Holy Ghoſt as it has come upon us: For 
the promiſe is to you and to your children.” And qwith many other words 
did he exhort them, Jaying, (by flying to this ſame Jeſus as your pro- 
per refuge), Sade your/elves from this untoward generation. Then they 
that gladly received his word, out of the mixed multitude, were bap- 
tized; and the [ame day were added about three thouſand ſouls —From 

the whole thus conſidered, there is nothing to contradict the call and 

romiſe of God directed to ſinners as ſuch ; but, on the contrary, a 
oundation for calling upon the moi guilty to live immediately by 
the Redeemer's righteouſneſs, 


LETTERS To MRA CUDWORTH. 


muſt be a continual diſcredit to Mr K Chriſtian li 

I rejoice to find, that the goſpel of our ſalvation is f rary, 
ing. May it have a free courle and an extenſive e- 
the fountain becomes a river, and the river widens into a = 

The incloſed came a little while ago.—My friend * Al 
ſevere. It will give you an opportunity of exerciſing 4 
ance and gentleneſs. He knows nothing at all of the — 
When your other affairs will allow leiſure, pleaſe to pet or, 
the letter with your obſervations; which will oblige ind. 
truſt, edify, ; 

Dear 81 n, 


Tour affectionate friend. 


Weſton, Apr. 21. 1756. J. HERVEx. 


eee Bar cy nf R 
Have only time to beg of you, if you have the! 

I remarks on Mr Marſball's book, to A it to me 4 
a5 you can. If there are any obſervations that are juſt, and ſuch 
as animadvert upon paſſages truly exceptionable, be ſo kind as 
to give me your opinion on them. The reaſon of my deſirin 

this is, a proſpect of a new edition of Marſhall, — A with, 
{eller is incliacd to print one, and ſell it at half a crown price ; 
I believe encouraged thereto by my recommendation of it, 
The recommendation has been printed in our Wort hampten 
nevs - paper, and immediately there was a demand for tw 
three of your abridgments. But the printer could not 
cure enough to ſupply the demand. Mr K-— deſires 
will ſend a freſh ſupply to him. 


In the greateſt haſte, but with great ſincerity and affeftion, 


JAMES HERVEy, 


ELEC E00000000000 OCLC 


My dear friend, 
His comes to inform you, that Mr — has begun an 
| edition of Marſhall ; in much the ſame fize, and exact- 
ly the ſame letter, as Theron and Aſpaſio. If you have any 
thing to obſerve, pray let me have it with as much ſpeed ag 
you can make. If you have Mr s objections, examine 
them attentively ; and, I hope, you will be enabled to obviate 
what is material. I ſhould be glad if you could, after you 
have digeſted your notes, give me your company, that we 
might talk them over. Now is the time, in all probability, to 
make Marſhall a well-known ſpreading book. — I hope the 
LORD will enlighten your underſtanding ; fructify your in- 
vention; ſtrengthen your judgment; and enahle you to write 
* ſound words, ſuch as cannot be condemned.“ —1 am, 


Very affectionately yours, 
J. HERVEY, 


CEE ELLE EEEEEEEL IEEE: 


My dear friend, 
Eſterday 1 received your letter, and am much obliged to 

you for it, Pray do not mention Mr 's name, nor 
ſhew his letter. I hope to adhere to the truths of the goſpel; 
bur yet I would endeavour to live in harmony, of affection and 
friendly intercourſe at leaſt, with thoſe who differ. — I cannot 
think, that Mr —— could have any knowledge of the author 
of the diſcourſe againſt marks and evidences,—-I will read your 
treatiſe over again, with my beſt attention. - For, I aſſure you, 
it always does me good. I will alſo compare it with your re- 
marks on Mr — ; which, in my opinion, are ſolid and ſa-· 
tisfactory; Ifam ſure they are encouraging and comfortable. 
When Marſball was advertiſed in our news- paper, the gen- 
tleman that inſerted my recommendation, added this note to 
explain one fentence,—* By uncommon road, tis preſumed, 
the recommender means the very evangelical nature, and re 
markably · inſtructive method of the directions laid down by Mr 
Marſball (than whom no man, perhaps, was ever better 4c 
quainted with the human heart) for the effectual practice of 
holineſs, as likewiſe ſomewhat of obſcurity, which 1s confel- 
ſedly in his 3d and 4th direction.“ f 

I apprehend, the obſcurity of chapter 3. and 4. ariſes, not 

from any improper manner of treating the ſubjects, but from 
the myſterious * nature of the ſubjects themſelves, —1 will write 
to the bookſeller to ſuſpend his procedure of the preſs, till he 
hears farther. But let this haſten you, my dear friend, in com- 
municating what you have to obſerve. I ſhould be glad to 
have our common favourite, as clear and unexception 
poſhble, &c. Gr. F | 


enty- 
pro- 
you 


May 27. 


Weſton, June 17. 


* Myſterious, becauſe contrary to our natural notions, the nature! 


man not receiving the things of the Spirit of God. 
N F The remainder of this letter is loſt, 
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ar friend. , 
fr E — of my writing is this, Mr is upon the 
point of publiſhing a new edition of Marſhall. FE have 
given him the incloſed letter, to introduce it into the world ; 
but was deſirous to have you peruſe it and correct it, before 
it goes to the preſs. Be fo kind, therefore, as to examine it 
ſtrictly; and where-ever you think it ſhould be altered, uſe with 
it the freedom of a friend. The more rigour, the more kind- 
neſs. ; 
I ſend a frank to be the vehicle of your obſervations, to- 
ther with the printed half-ſheet. 
"S ſoon as 12 finiſhed what you mention, it ſhall be 
tranſmitted. Though I would fain ſee one of the books com- 
pletely abridged, before any propoſals or advertiſements ap- 
pear. It is a matter of great importance, pray let it be execu- 
ted with care and correctneſs. May the Keeper of 1/rael pro- 
tet you in your journeys, and the Light of the world guide 
you in your work ! 


Fectionately yours, 
-Weſton, Oct. 6. 1756. J. HERVEY. 


A. ir- E. K. 22 2. . E. E- tee · & · E · . F. fee . u · F fete 


My dear friend, 

R told Mr d that I offered to write a preface 
to your remarks on his ſermons, I told Mr /——dq 
the whole of the affair. That you informed me of your deſign, 
and what I anſwered. That I defired it might be conducted in 
a tender and reſpectful manner. That the title ſhould be more 
friendly and benign. That you read what you 73 to ſay 
concerning my mentioning of Marſhall ; which I obſerved was 
ine xpreſſive. If you ſaid any thing, I thought it ſhould be 
more weighty and ſignificant. This was all the concern I had 

in the affair. | 

That I had promiſed, not offered (for I don't remember 
Tever did ſuch a thing in my life) to write a recommendatory 
introduction to the work, which you have in hand. That it 
was at your requeſt, but with the real approbation ot my 
judgment; for I apprehended, that your deſign when well ex- 
ecuted, would be a valuable preſent to the world. 

This comes by a gentleman who knows you. Let me hear 
what Mr —— ſays about the affair, And remember to give 
me a direction where to write to you. You date from Mar- 
garet-flireet ; but this I ſuppoſe is not particular enough. I 
can add no more, leſt the bearer ſhould be gone. Only I wiſh 
you much ſucceſs in preaching CHRIST, 


Yours affeftionately, 
J. HERVEY, 


eee 


My dear friend, . | 

| Received your parcel containing - ſeveral copies of The 
Friendly Attempt, &c. * My thanks ſhould have been 

returned ſooner ; but I have been under that indiſpoſition and 

languor of ſpirit, which renders me unfit for every thing, 

I think there is rather too much aſperity in the cloſe ; and 
I wiſh that expreſſion © refined idolatry,” had been a little 
ſoftened. This I mention only to yourſelf, and to give you a 
ſpecimen of that openneſs and freedom, which I would have 
uke place in all our perſonal and epiſtolary intercourſes. 

[ have read your manuſcript again and again, with my beſt 
attention, and with much delight +. I have made here and 
there a fmall alteration with regard to the language, only to 
render the fenſe ſomewhat more perſpicuous, not to vary the 
peculiar eaſt of your diction.—I heartily concur in receivin 
and embracing theſe doctrines. I think them to be truths of 
very great impartance, and ſhall be truly glad to fee them in 
print, that they may be ſpread and be univerfally known. 

If I ſhould be enabled to finiſh a fourth volume of dialogues, 
I propoſe to have one conference on the aſſurance of faith ts 
to ſtate it more clearly, and to eſtabliſh it more ftrongly. In 
this, I ſhall be glad to barrow ſeveral of your thoughts, and 
will make my acknowledgments accordingly ; declaring, at the 
ſame time, my opinion of the piece, which lends me fuch valu- 
able aſſiſtanee. | 


Prelent my moſt affectionate ſalutations to —— ——, 1 


Weſton, Dec. 24. 1756. 


* 47s ſermons. 


f eri on the 2 faith, The ſubſtance of them ori- 
ginally was what Mr Hervey takes notice of in his letter, dated Oæ. 
be 1755- Afterward Mr Hervey deſired me to draw. up the ſubſtance 

the whole that had been canvaſled, in as conciſe a manner as poſ- 


ible, for his own uſe. This, ſometi : 

. : , t 

and is the manuſcript here 2 after, I propoſed for priating, 
t Or in other words, 


we believe concerning Chriſt given to be believed on, or confided in, 


the confidence that is founded on the truth objections raiſed by the author of the letters. 


with regard to the objections ot Mr Sandeman. | 


* 
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received his obliging letter ; I moſt fincerely wiſh him ſucceſs, 
in diſplaying the unſearchable riches of grace, and the. infinite- 
ly-glorious righteouſneſs of CHRIST, I hope he will not be 
diſpleaſed with my ſilence. It proceeds from no diſreſpect, but 
from a multiplicity of engagements, and a poor pittance of 
ſtrength, utterly inſufficient to fulfil them. Plea: to thank 
— for his very encouraging and comfortable letter. I wiſh, 
when he is at leiſure, he would favour me with another on 
this ſubject, how holineſs ſprings from faith, or a view of 
ſanctification as the effect of juſtification. 

When ſhall I ſee you ?—If writes to me on the ſubject 
you mention, he ſhall have a ſpeedy anſwer.—You need not 
tend me the twelve queries, becauſe they have been tranſmitted 
me from Scotland, But ceaſe not to ſend up your prayers and 
ſupplications in behalf of your truly-affeQionate friend, 


J. HERVEY, 


e eee 


My dear friend, 
Have, wich attention and delight, read over your pamphlet, 
A "_—_ alteration or two, relating to the language, I have 
made, But I deſire you will follow the determination of your 
own judgment,—As ſoon as they are printed, ſend me a quar- 
ter of a hundred; not as a preſent, but as a purchaſe. 

The LORD has lately viſited me with a dangerous fever; 
which confined me to my room many days, and excluded me 
from the pulpit ſeveral Sundays, I am ftill extremely weak in 
body. Pray that I may be ſtrong in the faith of our LORD 
FESUS CH RIST,—In his moſt precious and everlaſting 
righteouſneſs, I remain, 


AFectionately yours, 


J. HERVEY, 


P. S. Send me a dozen of your Aphoriſms, when they are 
publiſhed, 


rn . —_ th * * 2 i 
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My dear friend, "4 
NE principal cauſe of my long filence, I do aſſure you, 
was my ignorance of the place of your refidence in 
Londm. I knew not, till Mr -—, yeſterday, gave me a di - 
rection where to write to you. 

I thank you for your laſt packet. But you muſt give me 
leave to inſiſt upon paying for the contents, when I have the 
pleaſure of your. company, which I want much. Car't you 
make Weſton in your way, and contrive to ſpend a couple 
days with me? I cannot be ſatisfied with a thorter ſtay.—— 
have much to ſay to you ; but as I will hope to fee you, and 
converſe face to face, I ſhall not attempt to communicate my 
thoughts by ink and pen. 

I have juſt publiſhed three ſermons. If you will call upon 
Mr R——'s, in St Paul's church-yard, or ſend a meſſenger 
with the note ſubjoined to this letter, he will deliver two of 
my pieces. Let me beg of you to peruſe them, with your pen in 
your hand; and to tranſmit whatever obſervations may occur. 
I have ſome remarks upon your Aphoriſms, which you ſhall ſee 
when you give me your company. Have you ſeen a couple of 
volumes, lately publiſhed, and entitled, Letters on Theron and 
Aſpaſio * Yau come in for a ſhare of chaſtiſement. What is 
your opinion in general of this performance ? As to particu- 
lar 3 we will poſtpone the examination of them, till 
GOD's providence grants us a perſonal interview . Do. you 
know who is, or who is ſuppoſed to be the author of this piece? 

May the work of the LORD JESUS proſper in yous heart, 
your tongue, your pen, and in thoſe of your truly; 


Aedtionate friend. 
Weſton, Sept. 8. 1757. J. HERVEY. 
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Dear Mr CUuDwoRTH, 
1 Received your letter, and return you my very ſineere thank; 
for your remarks f. I only wiſh that there had been more 
of them. | 
I hope it will not be long, before you give me your company 
at Weſton, Then we will examine the three dialogues, as they 


R 2& friendly attempt to remove ſome fundamental miſtakes in the appear in their new form; and willi eonſider, and, determine, 
ev, M concerning their publication +; or rather will beſeech the 


4 | 
* The reſult of this confideration, and of my after correſpondence 


with Mr Sandeman, at Mr Herwy's requeſt, ſee in the defence! of 
Theron and Aſpaſſo. 


+ Remarks on Theron and A/þafio, confidered with regard to the 
t The publication of the 15th, 16th, and 17th dialogues correQed = 


444 Mu HERVEY's 
only wiſe GOD our 5 AVIOUR to over-rule and guide our 


determination. Contrive to ſtay ſome time with me, 

Fry if you can get me Taylor's book; or any of thoſe which 
you thewed me. Neonomtantſm unmaſked, if you can light on, 
purchaſe for me -I with you growing conſolation in. CHRIST, 
deliverance from all your troubles, and abundant ſucceſs in 
ſpreading abroad the favour of our REDEEMER's name, 
In whom I am, 

Dear Sin, 


Your true and alfectionate friend and brother, 


Weſton, Feb. 22. 1738. J. HERVEY. 
ET EE EEE EEE ILILIELIELELLELLLLAELLLCELELLY 


Dear Mr CunDwoRTH, 

Eſterday your favour came to hand. I hope to fee 
Y you at Wefton ere long, and then I will deliver the let- 
ters * into your own hand, —T have ſcut you a couple of 
franks. If you want more, when I ite you, I will endeavour 
to ſupply you. l am glad you are debating the important point 
with Mr Sandeman. He ſeems to be an acute perſon ; and_it 
there is a flaw in our cauſe, he will be likely to diſcover it. But, 
as far as I can judge, he has found no ſuch thing hitherto, 

May the GOD of truth and grace be with you; and cnable 
you to underſtand an! defend the firſt; to experience and 
abundantly enjoy the laſt. 

Pleaſe ro preſent my very alfectionate reſpects to your 
worthy kinſman Mr , and recommend to his prayer, and 
temember in your OWN, 

Dear S1R, 


Your brother in CHRIST, 
Weſton, March 1. 1758. J. HERVEY. 
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Jrar Myr CunHwoRTH, 
HIS comes to deſire you will inform me how I may direct 
i a large letter to you; which I will ſend, as ſoon as 
your anſwer is received It is a manufcript +, which wants 
your examination, and it is of ſome importance. Therefore I 
am ſomewhat ſolicitous, that it may not miſcarry. 


Furs affeftionately, 
Weſton, July 15. 1758. J. HERVEY. 


5 S. You may direct your letter, to ſtop at Northampton. 
Don't uſe any of your franks. You will have greater occa- 
ſion for them. Or, if your ſtock is ſpent, let me know. 


OGG 
Dear Mr CuDwoRTH, 

HIS day I received your letter, with the two MS, ſheets 
incloſed. Accept my thanks for your remarks, and let 

me beg of you to examine the two ſheets, which are now ſcnt, 
I will take your advice with regard to Mr B ; and follow 
your hint, concerning your own work. -I apprehend there 
will be about ten ſuch ſheets; and that the piece will make a 
two-ſhilling pamphlet. I muſt entreat you to get time for the 
revifal of all; which ſhall be ſent you, as you ſhall be able to 
diſpatch the work. I am, 

Dear Six, 


Naſt cordially yours, 
July 27. 1758. J. HERVEY, 


My dear friend, 

AST week I ſent you two ſheets of the manuſcript, now 
L I ſend two more for your reviſal. If you ſee a fair op- 
portunity of contracting, pleaſe to make uſe of it: for, I fear, 
the piece will be roo long. Incloſe what you think may be 
omitted in a parentheſis, by a pencil. —Pray examine rigo- 
roufly, by which you will very much oblige 


Your truly affectionate, 
J. HERVEY. 


Weſton, Aug. 2. 1758. 


My dear friend, 
ERE I incloſe two ſheets more. They are very long. 
But I hope you will get time to reviſe them. Your laſt 


Letters of correſpondence between me and Mr Sandeman. 

+ This was an anſwer to Mr John Weſley's objections againſt Theron 
and Aſpaffo, and is fo valuble a defence of imputed righteouſneſs, 
that its publication is much to be defired.—It has been fince publiſh- 
ed by Mr Hervey's brother, and may be ſeen in the immediately pre- 
ceding part of this work. 
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packet I received, and am much obliged for 

apprehend, the piece will make a — — 
you could ſuggeſt or inſert any thing to make it edi "<a * 
uſeful, I ſhoutd be glad. Would it not be proper * and 
Mr II is letter, and prefix it to my anſwer ?— Hay cbs 
left your own two books for me at my brother's ? If 2 
not, pleaſe to leave them at Mr J. R s in St Pauls ch *. 
yard, I am, 1 _ 


Dear Six, 
Cordially yourt in CHRIST JESUS, 
Weſton, Avg. 9. 1758. J. HERVEY 
P. S. I ſuppoſe about three ſheets more will finiſh the work, 
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My dear friend, 

ERE are two more ſheets, The laſt I received with 

your valuable remarks. Pray beſtow the ſanie attentio, 

on theſe. Two more, or leſs, will finith the cllay ; ths 7 

will diſcontinue writing, and employ myſelf in reading 

ſpecially in reading Luther's comment “. 
for me Taylor's book? Iam, 


. e. 
— 87 
Can't You procure 


Dear $1 R, 
AFectionately yours, 


J. HERVEy, 
eX 3: For Faefac! De! 
My dear friend, 


Received in due time your laſt letter, Should have fn; 
the concluſion of my manuſcript, but it has been leut out 
and is not yet returned, x 
I thall be glad to fee your correſpondence with Mr Sande 
man. The incloſed is a copy of a letter, which I ſent ſome 
years ago, to two malefactors under ſentence of death. It i 
got into a good many hands. Some would have me print i; 
wiſh you would be ſo kind as to revife it, and give me your 
opinion, — People fay, there is not enough ſaid concerning 
the ſpiritual change, or the new heart. N 

My next ſhall bring you a little piece of mine, which, wit!,. 
out my knowledge, has paſſed the preſs.— I have lately been 
in great want of franks. But now I have got a recruit. 

I have been very ill this week, but had ſtrength enough to 
read in your book. I was much edified by Mr Simp/zn's ſer- 
mons. Pray, are his whole works to be procured ? and ar- 
they of the ſame ſpirit with the ſermons which you have 
given us? If fo, 1 ſhould deſire to ſee, to poſſeſs them all, 


1 am 


Aug. 16. 


Very aſfectionately yours, 
J. HERVEY. 


F r -= => =. = ==> =>_>0 2 


My dear friend, 
Xcuſe me for keeping your MS. + ſo long, I have been ex» 
F. tremely ill. This morning I have been up for four hours, 
and in all that time not able to look into a book, or hold up 
my head. 

I fully aſfent to your opinion. Think you have proved the 
warrant for a ſinner's application of CHE RIS T very ſatisfac- 
torily.—If Live, I ſhould much deſire a copy of this your cos - 
reſpondence, when you have reviſed and finiſhed it. Or do 
you intend to print it ? 

Have you got ſome complete ſets of all your works? If you 
have, I wiſh you would lodge about four of them at Mr 
R n's. Let them be only in ſheets, And when you 
have given me notice, that = are depoſited with him, I wi'l 
order him to pay you a guinea for them. I promiſed a worthy 
clergyman a ſet, ſome days ago, 
| Yours affeftionately, 
Weſton, Dec. 2. J. HERVEY. 


rr 
Dear Mr Cu pwokR r, 


Weſton, Sept. 23. 1758. 


| I AM fo weak, I am ſcarcely able to write my name f. 


Der. 15. 1758. J. HERVEY 


As abridged and deſigned for the evangelical library. 
+ The * part of my correſpondence with Mr Sandemar. 
t Hearing how dangerouſly ill Mr Herwey was, I wrote to remin 
him of leaving ſomething under his hand in regard to his woe as 
he knew the ſituation of them now required it; and this was 
anſwer he could give me. ' 
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Objections contained in a late Treatiſe, 
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HE ſum and ſubſtance of the doctrine plead- 
ed for by Aſpaſio, is, That God hath ſo 


Rd 


5 
«7 


N 


go ners, as that they are fully warranted to 
« receive Chriſt, or aſſure themſelves of ſalvation by 
„ him alone, without waiting for any inward mo- 
« tions, feelings, or deſires, as any way requilite in 
« order to ſuch a reception or aſſurance.” 

This doctrine has been hitherto oppoſed under the 
notion, (1.) That ſome inward motions, feelings, or 
defires, were ſome way requiſite in order thereto. 
That theſe inward motions, feelings, or deſires, were 
the faith or reception of Chriſt ſpoken of in the ſcrip- 
ture; or at leaſt the indications of it; and mult be 
diſcerned in us, in that light, before there can be any 
well-grounded aſſurance of ſalvation by him. (2.) 
That if we are called directly to live by Chriſt, or ap- 
propriate him, he is ours and we are ſafe, whether 
we appropriate him or no. (3.) That it 1s affuring 
ourſelves of what, for ought we know, 1s abſolutely 
falſe. (4.) That the wicked, the preſumptuous, and 
the hypocrites, may, and do often, thus aſſure them- 
ſelves. (5.) That there is nothing in faith, thus un- 
derſtood or exerted, which is a proper ſpring and cauſe 
of good works, by which it is in itſelf different from 
a falſe faith. (6.) That it is contrary to all ſelf-exami- 
nation, and aſſurance thereby. And, (7.) That ſuch 
doctrine is a great diſcouragement to weak ſouls. 

In anſwer to all this, we have aflerted, (1.) That 
the divine revelation concerning Jeſus is addreſſed to 
linners, the world, the loſt, and that without being 
directed to wait for any inward motions, feelings, or 
deſires: remiſſion of ſins and eternal life in Chriſt, are 
{aid to be preſented or given to them, and they are 
immediately called. to believe on him as ſo granted. 
That the inward: motions, feelings, or deſires, corre- 
ſpondent to theſe goſpel-declarations, are motions, de- 
ſires, &. to live by Chriſt alone, immediately, with- 
out waiting for any thing previous thereto. And 
that this voice of God, in theſe declarations of the go- 
ſpel, was a ſufficient authority for the whole we plead 
for, without waiting for any inward motions or ex- 
cellencies in us to add thereto. (2.) That it is very 
abſurd, to infer, that Chriſt being given for us to 
fecd upon, or live by, that there is therefore no need 
to live by him. Nor is it (3.) aſſuring ourſelves of 
what may be falſe; the divine declaration having ſe- 
cured this, that they which believe on him ſhall not 
be confounded; nor does any man thus live by Chriſt 
alone, but he who is choſen to ſalvation by the belief 
of the truth. Notwithſtanding many deceive them- 
ſelves, profeſling great confidence, but it is in ſome 
undue mixture or addition of their own to what God 
hath ſpoken. And, (4.) that it is here the preſump- 
tuous and the hypocrite do err and deſtroy themſelves, 
and not in believing accordin g to that which is ſpoken. 
63 That good works are works of love to God, thus 


« given eternal life in his Son, to guilty ſin- # 


of fear and ſhame. 


1 
entitled, Letters on Theron and Aſpaſio: 
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manifeſted, and therefore it is the only principle of 
ood works on this account. We love him, becauſe he 
r/t loved us. So that it differs from a falſe faith, as 
the belief of atruth differs from the belief of a falſehood; 
and as an apprehenſion of the divine favour begets love 
andobedience rather than an apprehenſionof wrath. (6.) 
That a proper ſelf- examination is therefore, whether 
we thus live by Chriſt alone, or whether we are wait- 
ing for ſomething more? And, (7.) that it is far from 
diſcouraging the chiefeſt ſinners, to jet them know, 
that God hath given to them eternal life in his Son, 
although it very poſſibly may, and ought to ditcou- 
rage egery one from ſeeking relief in themſelves, 
while the divine declarations point us fo plainly to 
the ſalvation given in Chriſt Jeſus to the guilty, 

We have now to engage with another kind of an 
opponent, one that tells us, That on account of our 
thus pleading for aſſurance of falvation, by receiving 
or appropriating Chriſt as given to us, we are alſo to 
be claſſed with the popular preachers, in as much as 
we alſo lead the guilty as they do, to ſeek after ſome 
inward motions, feelings, ur deſires, as ſome way re- 
quiſite, in order to acceptance with God, not under— 
ſtanding how God can appear juſt to an unrighteous 
perſon, in juſtifying him as he at preſent ſtands, with- 
out ſome motion in his will, &'c. That the whole doc- 
trine of the popular preachers is deviſed for producing, 
animating, and directing this motion, that ſo the an- 
xious hearer may and, about himſelf, ſome diſtinguiſh- 
ing reaſon why the Deity may regard him more than 
others. That the work finiſhed by Jeſus Chriſt in his 
death, proved by his reſurrection, is all- ſufficient to 
Juſtify the guilty. That the whole benefit of this e- 
vent, is conveyed to men, only, by the apoſtolic report 
concerning it.—And that this whole benefit is no more 
than a poſſibility of ſalvation, depending upon the di- 
vine ſovereignty. "That every one who underſtands 
this report to be true, or is perſuaded that the event 
actually happened, as teſtified by the apoſtles, is ju- 


| ſified, and finds relief to his guilty conſcience, i. e. 


the.relief of the above-mentioned poſſibility. That ſuch 
are relieved, not by finding any favourable ſymptoms 
about their own heart, but by finding their report to 
be true. That all the divine power which operates on 
the minds of men, either to give the firſt relief to their 
conſciences, or to influence them in every part of 
their obedience, is perſualive power, or the forcible 
conviction of truth. That our primary notion of the 
divine character, can give no comfort to the guilty, 
but, on the contrary, make them miſerable by a ſenſe 
That when a man knows how God 
may be juſt, in juſtifying him as he at preſent ſtands, 


he finds relief from the aforementioned diſquieting 


i -— | PET 

Io this we reply in general, That we agree to the 
greater part, to almoſt all theſe aſſertions, as moſt va- 
luable truths; and ſtand corrected by fome of them, 
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particularly, where-ever we have too charitably ſuppo- 
ſed or admitted a belief of the report, contrary to 
the ſcripture-declaration, They that know thy name will 
put their truſt in thee *; and thereby have been ſome- 
times + led to fall in with the multitude, who make 
light of the belief of the report, as a common thing; 
whereas, to know the real truth of the goſpel, in diſtinc- 
tion fromevery corrupting and contradictory falſehood, 
is the peculiar teaching of God; and every one that has 
ſo heard and learned of the Father, comes to CHRIST. 
We agree, that “ our primary notion of the divine 
% character makes the guilty miſerable, by a ſenſe of 
« fear and ſhame.” But we deny, that relief from 
this fcar is obtained without being as certain that we 
have righteouſneſs, as we are that we have guilt. 
The divine declaration of Chriſt, given to be believed 
on, affords a foundation for this certainty ; and con- 
tains, therefore, more than ſuch a poſſibility as is a- 
bove mentioned. We alſo deny the charge, that we 
lead the guilty, as the popular preachers do, to ſeek 
after ſome inward motions, feelings, or deſires, as 
ſome way requiſite, in order to acceptance with God. 
For notwithitanding the righteouſneſs appropriated 
relates to acceptance with God, the appropriation 
we plead for, relates only to the conſciouſneſs, know- 
ledge, and enjoyment of that righteouſneſs whereby 
the guilty are juſtified. And we afhrm, that to re- 
ceive a gift, is no prerequiſite or condition, as ſuch re- 
ceiving has no exiſtence without the thing received ; 
and to be ſo enriched, is not to be enriched by our act 
of receiving, or what we do, but only by what we re- 
ceive. But as Mr Sandeman's attack well deſerves a 
more particular defence, we conſider it as follows. 

« Has our favourite author then at leaſt ſo far loſt 
<« ſight of the imputed righteouſneſs, as to mix an- 
« other with it? Has he ſo embarrafſed, or rather 
« ſhut up our acceſs to the divine righteouſneſs, as 
*« to hold forth a preliminary human one, as ſome 
&« way expedient, or rather neceſſary, to our enjoy- 
* ing the comforts and benefits of it?“ Letters on The- 
ron and Aſpaſio, p. 4. 

No, far from it; but as the pinching point in the 
conſcience is not, that there is no ſuch righteouſneſs 
in being as pleaſeth God; but that WE have no ſuch 
righteouſneſs ; ſo, we underſtand the comfort and be- 
nefit of Chriſt's righteouſneſs to be, that it is a ſuſfi- 
cient rightcouſneſs in o x behalf. And we who 
plead for the divine grant of this righteouſneſs to ſin- 
ners, as ſuch, very evidently maintain, that there is no 
preliminary righteouſneſs neceſlary toſuchaconcluſion. 
I ſpeak of thoſe teachers, who, having largely 
inſiſted on the corruption of human nature, con- 
&« cluded the whole world guilty before God, elo- 
« quently fet forth the neceſſity of an atonement, 
& zealouſty maintained the ſcripture-doctrine concern- 
« ing the perſon and work of Chriſt ; yet, after all, 
« leave us as much in the dark as to our comfort, as 
ec if Jeſus Chriſt had never appeared; and mark out 
« as inſuperable a taſk for us, as if he had not finiſhed 
« his work.” p. 8. 9. 

This charge may be very properly exhibited againſt 
thoſe teachers who leave us as much in the dark as 
they found us, unleſs we can find out ſomething with- 
in ourſelves to diſtinguiſh us from other ſinners. But 
Aſpajio's doctrine brings Chriſt near to guilty finners, 


as ſuch, for their immediate enjoyment. Take and 


have, receive and pofleſs, relates only to perſonal enjoy- 
ment, is no taſk, no entitling condition; the appro- 
priation being fully warranted by the truth believed, 
and effected by the belief of it. 

« While, with great aſſiduity and earneſtneſs, they 


Mr Hervey had begun a correction of his three laſt dia- 
logues in this view, as mentioned in the letter, p. 443. 

+ Sometimes, for the force of truth frequently prevailed a- 
82 this miſtake, before Mr Sandeman's performance appear- 
ed. 


t N. B. Mr Sandeman's words are included with the commas, 


« are buſied in deſcribing to us, 
« rious encouragements, and furniſhing us wit, 

« nifold inſtructions, how to perform that "eg 
© ſomething which is to make out our connec e 
« with Chriſt, and bring his righteouſneſs 1 
„ us. P. 9. 

We ſay, Chriſt's righteouſneſs is . broy 
& us,“ in the goſpel-declaration ; without 
of any intervening righteouſneſs to warrant us + 

call it ours. We only receive what is freely vives ; 
that is all the ſtrange ſomething we have pleaded for 
and that not for our acceptance with God in virtue 
of our act, but only to know and enjoy that richteoul. 
neſs as ours, on account of which alone we are ac. 
cepted. 


„Setting them to work to do ſomething, under 
« whatever name, to make up their peace with God. 
Ibid. | 

Not ſo with us, who receive and live by Cluig”, 
righteouſneſs, with which God hath declared hiluſelf 
already well pleaſed. 

« Every doctrine which teaches us to do or endes. 
« your any thing toward our acceptance with God, 


« ſtands oppoled to the doctrine of the apoſtles,” p. 


1. 

But the doctrine we plead for, teaches us to live 
by what Chriſt has already done, as being given to us 
for that purpoſe. To ſay that I muſt do, or endes. 
vour any thing that I may be accepted, is a contradic. 
tion to that believing on Chriſt we plead for; which 
is, in fact, neither more nor leſs, than hving upcn bin 
as our whole, only, and complete falvation ; and 
will, on that account, bear the teſt of the apoltle's 
word, To him that worketh not, but believeth on him that 
fjuſtifieth the ungodly, &c. As this faith cannot be ſe- 
parated from the truth believed, nor the truth belie- 
ved from Chriſt the ſubject of that truth, ſo to be ju- 
ſtified by faith, by Chriſt, or by his blood, is the fame 
thing. Nor can any doing for acceptance be charged 
upon this believing on Chriſt, while its native language 
is, In the Lord have I righteouſneſs. 

* Palemon's main argument is, © If the work finiſh- 
ce ed by Jeſus Chriſt is alone ſufficient to juſtification, 
* then no appropriation or reception is neceſſary there- 
& to.” We reply, that that alone is ſufficient ; there- 
fore reception or appropriation belongs to our con- 
ſcious poſſeſſion and enjoyment of the juſtifying righ- 
teouſneſs, to the manifeſtation of our juſtification by 
it, and to the influence of it in our lives and conver- 
ſations. 

Palæmon thinks he does not deny the ſufficiency of 
Chriſt, when he connects faith and ſalvation together, 
and maintains, that all who believe this ſufficiency 
will be ſaved, and all who believe it not, will periſh. 

He admits, that a work of God is neceſſary in the 
uſtified, that is, to beget faith, to beget in them aper- 
uaſion of the ſuſſiciency of the juſtifying rightecouſnels. 

He judges this cannot be a contradiction to the one 
thing needful alone, becauſe it is wholly a perſunſion 
of the ſufficiency of that alone, without more. In what 
light then are we to conſider this farther work of God, 
in perſuading us of the ſufficiency of this righteouſne(s? 
Not as an addition to the ſufficient righteouſneſs, but on. 
ly as relative to the knowledge of it. He is juſtified 
by believing only as he is juſtified by what he believes. 

Neither does he think he denies the ſufficient righ- 
teouſneſs, when he maintains faith, love, and ſell . de- 
nied obedience, as neceſſary to demonſtrate his portion 
in this righteouſneſs, or that he is a juſtified perſon. 
Becauſe in theſe acts, or in this obedience, he is not 
doing ſomething to be juſtified, but proceeding in the 
way of painful defire and fear, in order to know him- 
ſelf to be juſtified. | 

Hence it is apparent, that he muſt be obliged to 
allow, that although the work finiſhed by Chriſt on 
the croſs, is the /o/e requiſite to juſtification ; yet, in 

* The name the author of the letters has choſen for bu 
| aderſtood by 4/pa/10 


ght home ta 
the necellity 
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19 net hing more is neceſſary to the knowledge 
o you Fe chte righteouſneſs, or of his juſtiſica- 
1 J. And that to maintain this, = no contra- 
I a | 

ick. e ſole requiſite, but a procedure upon it. 
e 8 ple for himſelf, he muſt alſo 
Allow to us; and the difference between us is not in 
regard of the fole requiſite, but our preſent enjoy 
ment of it, or the #nowledge of our juſtification by t - 
alone. Tic ſays, with the multitude, “in the way of 
« painful defire and fear,“ till we come to the know- 
ledge of the difference God has made between us and 
others; we ſay, by the _ grant of the goſpel, to 

tely guilty without difference - 
1 of the apoſtles, inſtead of CP 
« ys what to do, ſets before us all —_ = 
« quicted conſcience can require, 1n order to accept- 
tc 2 with God, as already done and finiſhed by 
« Jeſus Chriſt.” p. It. 9 8 F 

A diſquieted conſcience requires a righteouſneſs 
pleaſing to God in ts own behalf. Nor hteouſneſs 
will quiet my conſcience, unleſs I conſider it as a'righ- 
teouſneſs for me. The righteouſneſs which pleaſeth 
God, is already done and finiſhed by Jeſus Chriſt, 
Palæmon conſiders this righteouſneſs as reſpecting him- 
ff, only as far as he diſcovers his own faith, love, and 
ſelf. denied obedience. We conſider it as given to the 
abſolutely guilty, warranting ſuch to live by it, as ſo 

wen to them for that purpoſe. f 

Palemor's notion, that God hath appointed no way, 
but by our works, to be aſſured of falvation by Chriſt 
alone, renders his doing, endeavouring, ſtriving, Oc. 
ſcarcely different in any thing from doing that we 
may live. There are few ſo weak as to think they 
can alter God's mind or purpoſe by their performan- 
ces. But not knowing what he has purpoled, they 
do, that they may obtain ſatisfaction in their minds 
about their ſalvation; and Palæmon's doing ſeems to be 
wholly of this ſort, that is, in fact, for peace with 
God, and not from it. 

« What Chriſt has done, is that which pleaſeth 
« God; what he hath done, is that which quiets the 
« guilty conſcience of man as ſoon as he knows it.“ 
Ibid, 

As ſoon as he knows it reſpects him a guilty ſinner. 
If the fear of the guilty coaſcience, conſiſted only in 
an uncertainty of there being any 6 e which 
pleaſeth God in the behalf of the elect, or the quali- 
fied, then the guilty conſcience would be quieted as 
ſoon as it is evident there is ſuch a righteouſneſs. But 
this is not the caſe; the fear of the guilty conſcience 
is a dread of God, becauſe I have no ſuch righteouſ- 
neſs ; becauſe I have no righteouſneſs, upon which I 
can be aſſured he is pleaſed with me. And this guilty 
conſcience cannot be quieted, unleſs I diſcover the 
righteouſneſs which pleaſeth God in my own behalf. 

As we conceive the report of the goſpel of ſufficient 
righteouſneſs, freely given in Jeſus, ſuits the guilty 
conſcience thus underſtood ; ſo we agree, that when- 
ever we hear of this proviſion of divine grace, we have 
no occaſion for any other queſtion but this, © ls it 
true or not? If we find it true, we are happy ;”” and 
it is Palemon, and not we, that ſtands in need of an- 
other righteouſneſs to quiet the guilty conſcience. 

Palemon conſiders “the work of Chriſt as a ſuf- 
* ficient foundation whereon to reſt the whole 
* weight of our acceptance with God,” p. 12. while 
at the ſame time he aſſerts, that his own part or 
lot in this righteouſneſs © is not ſo eaſily ſettled ;” 
p. 13. but that he muſt wait, and work for it in the 
way of “ painful deſire and fear, till he is at laſt 
e crowned with enjoyment,” in a clear diſcovery of 
his having faith, love, and ſelf-denied obedience, 
P. 419. We judge ourſelves not left to this uncer- 
tainty; and that, without the diſcovery of any ſuch 

erence betwixt us and other men, we are allowed to 
receive, enjoy, and live upon Jeſus Chriſt, as freely 
grven to finners in the goſpel, Even as thoſe who are 
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invited to an entertainment, are freely allowed to par- 
take of what is ſet before them. Palæmon's view of 
the goſpel-report, ſets him at a diſtance from enjoy- 
ment; or leaves him in uncertainty, till his obedience 
manifeſts a difference betwixt him and others. Our 
view is of the ſufficient righteouſneſs, brought quite 
home, ſo that our firſt act is to live by it, that in the 
ſtrength thereof we may be influenced by love to him 
that firſt loved us. 

It is true, the ſcripture -* no where aſcertains that 
« Chriſt died for me in particular.” But it allows, 
invites, and commands me a guilty ſinner, without 
more, to believe on him, live by him, Oc. phraſes 
evidently expreſſive of the appropriation, truſt, or 
confidence we plead for. 

Our author ſays, That Chriſt died, that he gave 
* his life a ranſom for many, is, indeed, a truth ully 
&* aſcertained in the ſcriptures, for the relief of the 
ſhipwrecked and deſperate.” But can it relieve an 
farther than it reſpects ourſelves? And if the goſpel · de- 
claration concerning this righteouſneſs doth not reſpect 
us any farther than as we apprehend we may be of the 
elect, or that we have their qualifications, how does it 
relieve the ſhipwrecked and the deſperate? It rather re- 
lieves the elect and the qualified. This point ſeems to 
be Mr Sendemar's myſtery, and he guards the inquiry 
with ſomething like, Hence ye profane! © The 
„world (ſays he) will always be objecting thus.” A 
plain acknowledgment, I think, that that is the que- 
ſtion to be anſwered, or the guilty conſcience cannot 
be relieved ; and a vindication of our view of the go- 
ſpel-report, as furniſhing us with the gracious anſwer. 

The ſcripture often affirms the final perdition of 
e many; not merely hearers. of the goſpel, but who 
“ have heard and received it with joy.” Bid. 
| This is an objection againſt depending on any thing 
Lat preſent feel, but not againſt complying with the 
divine invitation to live by the ſufficient righteouſneſs . 
of the Son of God; an objection againſt the certainty 
which ariſes from inherent qualifications, but not a- 
gainſt that which proceeds ſolely on the divine invi- 
tation and faithfulneſs: 

% Many ſhall ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not be 
* able.” Id. 

Becauſe they ſeek not by faith (by the truth of the 
goſpel), but as it were by the works of the law. 

+ Notwithſtanding their great confidence about 
* their acquaintance with Chriſt, and their intereſt in 
* him, and their experience of his preſence with them; 
he will at laſt fay unto them, I never knew you, de- 
& part from me.” bid. | 

The confidence of thoſe condenined, is evidently, 
not a confidence built upon the finiſhed work of 
Chriſt, given to them, or the divine faithfulneſs pled- 
ged to | pas in the goſpel- report; but a confidence 
on their own attainments and experience, wherein 
they judged themſelves peculiarly entitled to the 
heavenly admiſſion. 

Let who will be condemned, it is allowed by Mr 
Sandeman, that every believer of the ſufficiency of the 
work of Chriſt, to juſtify the ungodly, 1s juſtified. 
And it is very evident, that whoever lives by that, as 
ſufficient for him, believes that ſufficiency, and is 
really ſaved by what he believes, though ten thouſand 
profeſſors periſh; 

„When they are condemned then as hypocrites 
* and unbehevers, they are not condemned for want 
* of Aſpaſio's faith; and that for theſe two reaſons ; 
the firſt is, it was never true that Chriſt died for 
“them; the ſecond is, they were not faulty in this 
«« reſpect, for the ſacred text deſcribes them as rather 
too confident about their intereſt in Chriſt.” p. 14. 

As to the firſt, it is not 4/paſo's faith that Chriſt 
died for them, whether they believe it or no; and as 
to the ſecond, they may be condemned for neglecting 
or rejecting the goſpel-grant of 2 Saviour to the 
zuilty.; Which is the truth A24/4 picads logs and. cs 
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the ſame time, too confident upon their imagined at- 
tainments on which they found their hopes. 

« The goſpel propoſes nothing to be believed by 
© us, but what is infallibly true, whether we believe 
« it or not.” bid. 

But it propoſes ſomething to be immediately recet- 
ved and enjoyed by us, without performing any en- 
titling condition whatever. We plead for ſuch a per- 
ſuaſion as is the reception of a gift; and what we thus 
receive, or aſſure ourſelves of, depends tor its truth 
(or infallible certainty) on the veracity and faithful- 
neſs of God, who has promiſed ſuch thall not be con- 
founded. We agree, that a perſuaſion of a propoſi- 
tion, true in itſelf, muſt be grounded on the evidence 
of that truth. But this is not the caſe, when we are 
commanded to believe on, or truſt in the Lord. 

The goſpe], which foretells the final perdition of 
« fo many of its hearers, ſo many ſerioully and zea- 
& Jouſly exerciſed about it, can never warrant us, to 
« perſuade every one who hears it, that Chriſt died 
& for him.” id. 

The goſpel, which foretells the final perdition of ſo 
many of its hearers, at the ſame time warrants every 
hearer to live by the righteouſneſs it reveals ; and al- 
(ures them of cternal ſalvation who thus believe on 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or live by his righteouſneſs a- 
lone, without more. | 

« Unleſs we ſhall ſay, that Chriſt died for every 
cc individual of mankind, and conſequently, that none 
« of mankind owe their ſalvation wholly to his death.” 
Ibid. 

They owe their ſalvation, and aſcribe their ſalva- 
tion, wholly to his death, who live, and found all 
their hopes on that alone. Beſides, our appropriation 
relates only to our conſcious poſſeſſion or enjoyment 
of that which juſtifies, and therefore is no more liable 
to the above-mentioned objection, than Palæmon's 
working to the ſame end, in a way of painful defire 
and fear, till he is crowned with enjoyment. If a man 
receives 10,000 J. as a gift, does the act exiſt without 
the gift? And is it the act that enriches him, or the 
riches he receives? We on both ſides plead for the 
conſcious enjoyment of the divine righteouſneſs. He, 
that we enjoy from our conſciouſneſs of our acts of 
obedience, c. We, by a diſcovery of the ſufficient 
righteouſneſs granted indefinitely to the guilty, in ſuch 
a manner, as warrants cach one's particular application. 
Who ſtands freeſt from the doctrine of ſelf-dependence, 
I leave others to judge. 

In the ſecond letter, our author wiſhes A/pa/io's 
faith had been * equally precious with the apoſtolic.“ 
p. 18. As the difference between his faith and ours is, 
that we believe the righteouſneſs which pleaſeth God, 
is given to us guilty ſinners immediately, to live by as 
our own, which he does not ; his faith does nct in that 
reſpect appear to be more precious, or more apoſtolic. 

It is true, „the apoſtles never taught men to make 
« one ſtep of advance towards God, on the proſpect 
« that God would condeſcend and come down the 
<« reſt of the infinite diſtance to meet them.” p. 23. 

And this may be a ſuitable argument againſt thoſe 
who ſpend their time in offering Chriſt upon certain 
terms or conditions to be performed by the ſinner. 
But this is far from being the caſe in what we plead 
for. Chriſt, or his righteouſneſs, does not meet our 
beheving application, but is the object of it, the thing 
applied. It is Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs, that is 
immediately received, applied, or accounted ours, as 
being freely given or granted in the goſpel-report. 
So that our appropriation terminates 1n its object, and 
can no more exiſt without Chriſt, than eating can 
without food. Is it proper to ſay, that in eating, a 
man makes only a ſtep of advance towards his food, 
on the proſpect that the food ſhall meet him? Juſt 
as improper to apply ſuch repreſentations to the ap- 
propriation pleaded far. 


apoſtles called men to believe on the Lord Je- 
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ſiſtent with intending thereby only ſuch co 
as are purely paſſive; only ſuch as force t 
upon the mind by the evidence of their truth 
apoſtolic language is, Repent, and be baptized Jul 


of you, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the rem 


nvitiohs 
e themſclycg 


The 
ery one 


fins, Acts 11. 38. And with many other words ſion of 


: . did / 
teſtify and exhort, ſaying, Save yourſelves from this Rag 


ward generation, 40. And again, Repent ye therefure 
and be converted, chap. iii. 19. And again, To him a 
all the prophets witneſs, that through his name, a0 4 f 
cver believeth in him, ſhall receive remiſſion of fir 3-24 


is, Chap, 


x. 43. And again, Be it known unto you, therefy, 
men and brethren, that through this man is preached ug. 


to you the forgroeneſs of fin. And by him all that believe 
are juſtified, chap. xiii. 38. 39. And again, Belle 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, &c 
chap. xvi. 31. In all theſe inſtances, there is ſoructhing 
exhorted to, called believing on, or in Chriſt ; beine 
baptized in his name for remiſſion of fins ; repentin 4 
and being converted; ſomething more than paſſivg 
conviction, and, at the ſame time, ſomething confiſl- 
ent with the alone ſufficiency of Chriſt's righteouſ. 
neſs, which can be neither more nor leſs, than the ap- 
propriation, truſt, or confidence we plead for. 

That “ the promiſcs of the goſpel are made only ty 
&« believers,” will never invalidate our pica for appro- 
priation, while it remains true, that the grant of 
Chriſt, and the ſalvation in him, is made to liners; 
and in receiving the grant, they evidently commence 
thoſe to whom the promiſes are made ; that is, thoſe 
who believe on Chriſt according to the apoſtolic ex- 
hortation. And to ſinners, thus immediately belie- 
ving on Chriſt, the promiſes are made ; firſt, to en- 
courage ſuch to draw near and live with confidence 
on the ſufficient righteouſneſs ; ſecondly, to give 
them a certainty dependent upon the divine faithful- 
neſs, and animating thereby to the moſt ready and 
willing obedience, 

To ſay no one muſt account the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, as belonging to him, in any ſenſe, until he 
diſcovers himſelf a true behever, as it excludes the 
application we plead for, ſo in its room it introduces 
all the pernicious conſequences this author profeſſes to 
avoid in his accuſation of Aſpaſio, viz. © holding forth 
* a preliminary human righteouſneſs as ſome way ex- 
% pedient, or rather neceſſary, to our enjoying the 
„comfort and benefit of Chriit's.” Unleſs Palemon 
can make it manifeſt that we enjoy the comfort and 
benefit of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, while we are, ac- 
cording to him, © working in the way of painful de- 
e ſire and fear, till we come to that enjoyment ;” 
common experience teacheth us, that righteouſnels 
can only relieve or comfort us, as far as it reſpects 
us. That he is able to ſave his elect, is no comfort to 


me, further than 1 conceive myſelf to be one of them; 


and in this caſe I am comforted, either by a conjectu- 
ral hope, or by a hope founded on the difference there 
is betwixt me and others. 
And to obviate the difficulty, how ſhall I know 
„* that the promiſe is to me! they addreſs their bre- 
& thren in this manner: In the name of the great 
“God we declare, that the promiſe is to thee, and 
% thee, O man, woman, whoſoever thou art.“ p. 23. 
The promiſe of ſalvation, to whoſoever believes on 
Chriſt, is evidently to the ſinner, as his encourage. 
ment to come to the ſure enjoyment of the righteoul- 
neſs and ſalvation given in him, by receiving, appro” 
priating, and truſting confidently on him as 19 given. 
In his name, we call you this moment t ſtretch 
forth the withered hand, and the withered heat, 
c and take hold of Chriſt, ſaying, He is mine, and 
am his.” Ibid. f 
That may be underſtood thus ; < We ſpeak not 1 
our own name, as ſignifying our own importance, but 
inform you of the glad tidings, that it is God's com” 
mand, and your duty, not to wait to feel ſome powef 
or alteration in yourſelf as a ground for your con, 
alas : 0 the divine 
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mmand, receive or appropriate Chriſt, ſaying, He 


co * 5, 
. LY " A / am his. 
E The withered hand and the withered heart, are ex- 


ſed to ſignify 2 powerleſs, helpleſs condi- 

1 which, conſiſting n the prevalence of our natu- 
rally-evil diſpoſitions, ſerves to denominate us ſinners, 
and ſpoils our hopes of living by our own perform- 
ances; yet it is no objection againſt living by his 
obedicnce who hath become the 21 1 of the 

ilty. For it muſt be remembered, we are not ju- 

{tified by our acts, but by the righteouſneſs we appro- 

riate; and our appropriation only ſerves to give us 
the divinely-authentic enjoyment by the word, of that 
juſtification of the ungodly, and without ſtrength, 
whereby we are ſaved. Hence we are called not to 
wait for ſtrength to do ſomething for the enjoyment 
of this juſtification, but ſtretch forth the withered 
hand, or juſt as we are, to live by Chrilt's righteouſ- 
neſs, when we feel nothing but what marks us out 
for eternal deſtruction. When Lazarus was made to 
hear, he came forth, according to the command he 
heard, or in obedience to the voice that quickened 
him; and when we are made to hear the divine invi- 
tation and command to live by this righteouſneſs, we 
appropriate it in obedience to him that makes us hear 
his voice. The righteouſneſs itſelf, is that by which 
we are accepted; the appropriation reſpects our poſ- 
ſeſſion and enjoyment. In the latter we may be weaker 
or ſtronger ; in the former, is the invariable ground 
of our confidence. | ' 

That God has given to us eternal life in his Son, is 
the apoſtolic ſtyle, and the very record which is point- 
ed out for our pecular attention; and when the word 
offer has been made uſe of, and underſtood to convey 
nothing more than this important truth, the believer 
of the record has become the receiver of the gitt, or 
the enjoyer of the —_ 3 

60 1 we ſee, that This is mine, or this was done 
« for me, is a truth, whoſe evidence takes its riſe from 
« the pains I take to believe it.” p. 26. | 

Its evidence depends on the veracity and faithful- 
neſs of him who ſpake the world into being, has pro- 
vided the ſufficient righteouſneſs, and has commanded 
us to give him this honour of depending on his word, 
in our enjoyment of this ſalvation. 

It is not in this caſe the language of the belief of a 
truth, but of the reception or appropriation of a free 
gitt; the belief of the truth of the ſufficiency of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and of his being freely given, goes before, 
and is that knowledge of the name of the Lord which 
emboldens us to put our truſt in him. What we thus 
allure ourſelves of, in compliance with the divine in- 
vitation, Oc. as it is a certain truth in the divine 
mind, fo it appears a truth by the divine word, when 
it is evident I am begotten to this Chriſtian faith, hope; 
and charity. The difference here between us is, that, 
with Palæman, This is mine, this was done for me, is a 
truth, whoſe evidence takes its riſe only from a diſcovery, 
that I am diſtinguiſhed from other finners by my faith, 
love, and ſelf- denied obedience. With us it is the 
2nguage of a reception, appropriation, truſt, or con- 
fidence, grounded upon the divine declarations to 
bnfiers for that purpoſe. 

f * This, I muft ſay, is indeed a very ſtrange and 

* uncommon way of finding truth.” Jbid. 

But ſuch a way of dependence on the divine vera- 
city and faithfulneſs as becomes us; and gives glory 
to God.—It is the reception of a gift by a perſuaſion 
of the mind.—lt is truſting to the faithfulneſs of God 
to make out, in this particular caſe, a bleſſing inde- 

itely promiſed; not aſſurin myſelf of a propoſition 
wh. ns; but of eternal ſalvation, by a Saviour 

o me. H 
; To receive a gift, or to partake | . 
2 is nothing — or — ge, = his 
een the gift is given in divine declarations, 
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and the reception of it purely mental, an anſwerable 
perſuaſion of the mind, or (in dependence on the di- 
vine veracity and faithfulneſs) an aſſuring ourſelves of 
the bleſſing granted; what we are perſuaded of is in 
a way peculiar to itſelf, and very conſiſtent before 
him, who ſaid, Whatſoever things ye defire when you 
pray, believe that you receive them, and ye have them. 
Palemon will allow, that Chriſt's death is an uncom- 
mon affair, as is alſo imputing righteouſneſs without 
works, &'c. Why then ſhould the peculiarity of thus 
enjoying righteouſneſs without works, be ſo much 
the ſubject of ſneer, becauſe accounted /trange and 
uncommon *— May it not rather be accounted ſuch 2 
way of dependence on the divine veracity and faith- 
fulneſs, as renders him his proper glory ? 

* It he (namely Chriſt) died for them that periſh; 
* then the happineſs of them who are ſaved, muſt bg 
© owing to ſomething elſe beſide his death.” bid. 

Aſpaſio is no farther concerned here, than as he 
maintains, that Chriſt is given for the guilty to appro- 
priate and live by. And in this regard, may it not 
be ſaid, with as much propriety, If an entertainment, 
provided in common, is refuſed by ſome, that then 
the nouriſhment of thoſe who partake of it, is owing 
to ſomething elſe beſides the food? this coming 
pretty near to our Lord's repreſentation, Fohn vi. 53. 
A fallacy or impropriety charged upon the former, is 
allo a reflection upon the latter. 

If we underſtand, by the happineſs of them who 
are ſaved, their redemption from the wrath to come; 
and title to future glory; this is owing ſtrictly to his 
perfect righteouſneſs. If we mean their preſent hap- 
pineſs in a conſcious poſſeſſion, knowledge; or enjoy- 
ment of this redemption ; this we may ſay is owing 
to his death, given to be received. Palæmon ſays, to a 
diſcovery of our faith, love, and ſelf. denied obedience. 

It is a very juſt obſervation, That © in ſpeaking of 
the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt, we had need 
< keep clear of all human ſyſtems, and hold cloſe by 
« the ſcriptures.” p. 30. 

And it is in ſtrict conformity to this we aſſert, that 
although God has given eternal life in his Son, even 
unto them, who, by diſbelieving it, make God a liar ; 
yet no man has that life, but he that has the Son. 
God gives being to that which he commands, autho- 
riſes, and thereby enables us to receive, appropriate, 
or be perſuaded of. And if we admit of his charac- 
ter as 2 juſt God and a Saviour, in juſtifying the un- 
godly, why ſhould we object thus giving him the glory 
of his power and faithfulneſs? Thus SARAH re- 
ceived ſtrength to conceive ſeed, =becauſe ſhe judged him 
(not only able,* but) 3 that had promiſed And 
thus our Lord ſpeaks, Mark xi. 22. 23. 24. Shall it 
be diſputed, whether God can give an exiſtence ta 
things that yet are not, and make out that to be true, 
which we, according to his word, depend upon him 
for? This confidence is due to God only, and is gi- 
ving him glory. On the other hand, to ſuppoſe this 


cannot be, and, on this account, to ſet aſide this 


manner of believing or truſting in him, is to rob him 


of his proper glory. 


This perſuaſion may properly be called TzusTiING in 
the Lord, becauſe it proceeds neither on pre-evidence,, 
nor inward qualifications, but on God's bare word of 
invitation, promiſe, & c. taking that as a ſufficient au- 
thority _ ſecurity. By this a proper dependence 
of the creature on the Creator is preſerved and kept 
up. And unleſs it can, without miſrepreſentation, be 
ſhewn inconſiſtent and antiſcriptural ; all other ob- 


jections raifed againſt it are but of ſmall account; and 


all labour to form it into a propoſition, true in itſelf, 
whether we believe it or no, is the labour of diffi- 
dence and unbelief. For it is plain, they cannot 
truſt to God's invitations, commands, and declarations; 
and are ſeeking a reaſon of hope more agreeable to 
themſelves” 
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« Aſpaſic maintains, that none have the proper ſcrip- 
« tural taith, but thoſe who are taught by the en- 
« lightening Spirit to draw the concluſion.“ 4. 

Aſpaſio maintains, that * when the divine Spirit 
opens our eyes, ©&'c. we diſcover and make ule of the 
fame right or warrant as is the privilege of the vileſt 
miſcreant z a right founded, not on our awakened de- 
lires, but purely, ſolely, entirely on the free grant of 
2 Saviour.” Dialogues, p. 335 

« They maintain, that reprobates have as fair a re- 
« yealed warrant, to draw the concluſion, as the elect 
e have.” bid. : 

That is, that no man need to wait to ſee his election, 
or, in other words, any difference between himſelf 
and other men, to warrant his confidence in Chrilt. 
The general indefinite expreſſions, contained in the 
declarations of the goſpel, ſuch as whoſoever, any man, 
he that believeth on him, &c. fully authoriſing or war- 
ranting he, any man, whoſoever he be, to believe, or 
truſt confidently bn Chriſt alone for everlaſting lite. Be- 
ing taught of God this truth, he lives by Chrilt as 
the Saviour of the loſt, even as being taught the ſut- 
ficiency of Chriſt he lives by that alone. 

In the third letter, our author miſtakes the real 
queſtion between us. It is not, © Whether or not 
« gid Chriſt finiſh upon the croſs, all that God re- 
quires, every requiſite, without exception, to pro- 
cure acceptance for, and give relief unto the guilty 
conſcience of the moſt profane wretch that lives?“ 
p. 4% . 2 

This is not diſputed by us, but maintained more 
properly on our fide than by our author. The que- 
ftion between us, is, Whether the guilty conſcience 
can be relieved from the ſentence of condcmnat!on, 
dy the conſideration of a ſufficient righteouſneſs for 
the elect and the qualified? Or, Whether God hath 
not provided for the relief of the guilty conſcience, 
by giving his only begotten Son that we might live 
through him? giving him not only to die, but gi— 
ving him in the divine declarations to be believed on? 
« It muſt be the very ſame thing which placates 
divine juſtice, or which fully expreſſes the neceſ- 
fary oppoſition of infinite goodneſs to evil or ſin, 
that relieves the ſinner from the ſentence of con- 
demnation, which is no other than the voice of 
«© God naturally reſiding in the conſcience.” bid. 

As it would be very abſurd to ſuppoſe it placates 
the divine juſtice, without being conſidered by that 
juſtice in the behalf of the tranſgreſſor; ſo it ſeems 
to be equally abſurd, that it can “ relieve the guilty 
« conſcience from the ſentence of condemnation,” 
without being appropriated by that conſcience. 

The ſentence of condemnation, naturally refidin 
in the conſcience, requires a revelation of righteouſ- 
neſs, that I may as really impute to myſelf, as the ſin 
that condemns me, or the condemnation ſtill remains 
nntouched. A poſlibility, that I may be an elect per- 
ſon, cannot give relief, becauſe it may be ten to one 
it is not true. My hope is only in proportion, as I 
apprehend many, or few, to be elected; and, after 


cc 
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all, it is not, in fact, Chriſt's righteouſneſs that re- 


lieves me, but my conjectural or tond hope of being 
one of the elect. 

Chriſt did finiſh upon the croſs that righteouſneſs 
« which placates the divine juſtice, or which fully 
« expreſles the neceſſary oppoſition of infinite good- 
« neis to evil, or ſin.” That righteouſneſs which 
alone can relieve the ſinner from eternal death, en- 
title him to eternal life, and bring peace and hope of 
everlaſting life to the moſt guilty conſcience. At the 
{ame time, it would be abſurd to ſay, Chriſt finiſhed 
on the croſs every requilite or commandment relative 
to this righteouſneſs as preached or declared in the 
world. 
where to _ Which I underſtand a repentance re- 
ſpective of this righteouſneſs, and the ſame with the 


—— 


commandment, that we ſhould believe on the name of his 
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or inſtance; He hath commanded all men every 


Son Jeſus 72 Again, the voice fro 
14 my beloved Son in whom I am well plea 

cd with a commandment to beat 8 
If. li. 1—5. If it is again inquired, of What 1 
are theſe commandments? It may be anſwere 2 
the commandment to preach the goſpel to eve pu" 
ture, availed to be the ſavour of life unto life i = 
that are ſaved, and of death unto death in them th - 
periſh ; ſo the commandment to believe on the n - 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, avails to encourage and ay 
rant the ſinner, as ſuch, to truſt, believe in or * 
propriate and enjoy that righteouſneſs. I am perſu 
ded Palemon will not ſay, that Chriſt finiſhed uus 
the croſs any of the commandments above mention 
ed. As it may be affirmed on the other hand this 
the obedience to thefe commands is no part of that 
righteouſneſs which procures acceptance for, or vivey 
relief unto the conſcience of the moſt profane wretch 
that lives. But Palæmon's reply is, That all obedience 
to theſe commands, ſuppoſes the belief of the goipel. 
report. Be it ſo, the commandment ſpeaks to them 
not as to believers, or to the diſtinguiſhed amons 
mankind, but as to ſinners or children of wrath, eye; 
as others; and 1s the divine method of grace in gi. 
ving us a conſcious poſſeſſion or enjoyment. Why, 
Palæ mon ſecks totally by works. 

What is the turning-point from deſpair 
« hope?” UHbid. * n 

Ine finiſhed work of Chriſt alone. How is that 
our hope? As it is given for that purpoſe to be the 
hope of the guilty. 

% Aſpaſrs faith reſts, one foot on the work cf 
„ Chriit, and the other on human efforts, or the ms. 
tions of man's heart.” Jbid. 

uite a miſtake. Aſpaſio's faith is, that the wor! 
of Chriſt is given to him; on this he reſts, and on 10 
motions of his heart whatever. 

«© What 2 right to eternal life? The impute! 
66 rightcouſneſs. What gives right to that? The 
„ work of faith, Who have a right to act faith! 
I hoſe who feel an averſion to lin,” Sc. p. 44. 

This is alſo far from being A/paſio's view of the 
matter : he ſhould be repreſented thus ; What give 
right to eternal life? The imputed righteoutnek, 
What gives right to that? The declarations of the 
goſpel, giving it freely to ſinners as ſuch. Who tar: 
a right to act faith, or appropriate this righteouſnek? 
All the ends of the earth; as many as can be inch- 
ded in the word *?h9/cever. To any of all the ends0f 
the earth were the apoſtles commiſſioned to ſay, B. 
lieve on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſav, 
To exhort thus to a paſſive involuntary conviction, 
would be very abſurd. | 

Aſpajio's obſervation is, the “ grant is made to fi- 
«© ners; in receiving the grant we commence belie- 
vers,“ according to the above-mentioned apoſtolic 
exhortation. 

« But Aſpaſio will ſtill inſiſt, that theſe qualifict- 
tions are by no means the ground of their right, 
Let us ſce then, where the ground of their right 
lies?” p. 46. 

In the divine declarations to ſinners as ſuch. | 
I think the obvious meaning of Aſpaſios words! 
this: theſe perſons, ſo qualified, have the right ex- 
cluſive of unqualified ſinners. bid. 

It is very obvious this is not his meaning. 

* Where then can the ground of this right lie, but 
in the diſtinguiſhed qualifications ? It cannot lie in 
any thing common to both; for, in that caſe, the 
„ unqualified would have as good a right as the qu? 
“ lifed.” Ibid. 5 

They have ſo. Theſe are Aſpaſio's real ſentiments; 


m heaven, T1; 
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whatever qualifications make a difference between one 


man and another, they confer no right to the King 
dom of God, they confer no right to the impute 
righteouſneſs. For as all have finned, and come 2 
of the glory of God, they who are juſtified, are alli. 
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freely by his grace, through the redemption which is in 

Jeſus 2 . er ; ; 
« They have nothing in the heaven above, nor in 

« the earth below, to keep their hearts from ſinking 


« and this 4lonc, 1 Wc them to make their ad- 
cc to God.“ p. 48. ov 

42 — further than they ſee their in- 
tereſt in it, or right to draw near to God thereby, in 
virtue of his gracious declarations? And how are 
they to addreſs God? As their friend and father, on 
account of this righteouſneſs? Then they, in fact, 
appropriate it, and our debate is at an end; * * 
agreed. Or, do they addreſs God only as the riend o 
ſome who are to be known in time by ſuitable qualifi- 
cations? If this is our author's meaning, then it 15 he, 
and not A/pajis, that, in drawing near to God, ſceks 
for inherent qualifications, inſtead of the imputed righ- 
tcouſnels. 

« By this, and this alone, God conveys the firſt 
« taſte of his favour and peace into their hearts.” bd. 

Unleſs we conceive of the imputed righteouſneſs as 
graciouſly granted unto us in this deſtitute condition, 
where is the connection? What taſte of favour and 

e can be admitted barely by the conſideration of 
ſuſficiency for the elect? Suflicient for me a guilty 
ſinner, without any other conſideration, is evangeli- 
cal. To wait for ſomething more before we are allowed 
to call him friend or father, on account of this righ- 
teouſneſs, is not at all adapted to bring us nigh to 
God by the bare propitiatian. 

And it pleaſes me to find, Apis had not courage 
to cloſe this period, without bringing forth the plain 
*« truth at laſt. For pointing to the poor, indigent, 
« and guilty ſinners, he concludes, For ſuch the Sa- 
« yiour is provided; to ſuch his beneſits are propoſed 
and on ſuch his grace will be magnified.” p. 48. 49- 

If it is allowed, that his beneſits are propoſed to ſuch, 
the debate is ended. We mean no more. It is un- 
doubtedly warrantable to receive and appropriate what 
i5 provided for the enjoyment of any, or wherever a- 
mong the guilty ; and propoſed to our truſt and con- 
dence under that name. If any other conſideration 
muſt intervene, then it is plain, the benefits are not 
provided for and propoſed to ſuch, but only for, and 
to thoſe who have the additional conſideration. 

« As for the bare work finiſhed on the croſs, or the 
dare report about it, however true we think it, fo 
te far have we miſtaken it, chat, ſetting aſide o active 
« operations about it, we do not fee what comfort or 
« benefit can be derived from it.“ p. 85. 

This proceeds on a total miſtake and miſrepreſenta- 
tion of Aſpaſio; he is not putting the leaſt {light on the 
report or perſuaſion of the ſuſſiciency of the ſiniſhed 
work of Jeſus Chriſt, to juſtify the moſt guilty with- 
out, more; he is here oppoſing a qualified perſuaſion, 
or rather mere profeſſion, artfully ſubſtituted in the 


room of the ſuſſicient righteouſneſs, and the ſinner's 
_ bring by that alone -A perſuaſion, © that the ſhelter 


of the ſummer-houſe is free for our uſe, accompanied 
with a high eſteem of its accommodation, an earneſt de- 
bre after its protection, or an habitual tendency towards 
it.” Afpaſio aſks not whether a perſuaſion of the ſuf- 


 kciency of Chriſt, but © a perſuaſion that the ſummer- 


* houſe is free for our uſe,“ whether this, though 
accompanied with eſteem, deſire, or tendency, unleſs 
* carned into actual entrance and poſſeſſion, would 
anſwer the end and delign of ſuch'a truth, would 
be a proper ſafe· guard, or indeed any manner of 
* advantage as to our perſons,” that is, in reſpect of 
poſſeſſion, enjoyment, and advantage trom that en- 
Joyment. Theſe are his very words, 16th dialogue, 
P- 344: And let any one impartially judge, whether 
Aſpajwo is here objecting againſt the Ani ed work of 
Jeſus? or rather, is he not ſetting aſide a fruitleſs 
perſuaſion, or rather profeſſion, that the ſhelter is free 
for our uſe, with dependence on our ſuppoſed eſteems, 
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deſires, tendencies, &. that the ſoul may reſt purely 
and entirely on Jeſus Chriſt alone? Whom in the ſame 
page he deſcribes from the prophet 7/aiah, as © a place 
of refuge, as a covert from the ſtorm and from 
© rain.” A/paſio aſks, it a petſuaſion that Chriſt is ſuch 
a place of refuge and covert free for our uſe, accom- 
panied with any eſteems, deſires, and tendencies, will 
anſwer to ſuch a repreſentation ? Which is, in fact, 
whether we may trult in ſuch a perſuaſion, eſteem, 
delire, and tendency, inſtead of that righteouſneſs 
winch is our appointed refuge? It is plain, all the 
active operations pleaded for, is to live by this alone, 
in diſtinction from any other dependence. And the 
advantage ariling from theſe active operations, is the 
enjoyment, comfort, and influence of this ſufficient 
righteouſneſs. | 

If the objector had been pleading for the entire ſuf- 
ficiency of the work of Jeſus, Aſpaſio would readily agree 
to that, and have recommended living by that alone. 
But after he had ſo far coincided with Aſpaſio, as to 
allow, © that all this grace, and each of theſe benefits, 
« are free, perfectly free, for you, for me, for others;“ 
might not Aſpaſio aſk, would this bare perſuaſion an- 
iwer the end and deſign of ſuch a truth, unleſs I was 
induced thereby to really uſe it as a ſhelter? that is, 
to oppole Chrilt's righteouſneſs, thus freely given un- 
to me, to cvcry ſenſe of guilt and condemnation, and 
allure myſelf of falvation by that alone. As I ſuppoſe 
Mr Sandeman, in his view of things, will allow the 
belicver of the goſpel-report to oppoſe the truth of 
Chriſt's ſuſſiciency to every declaration or conviction 
of guilt tending to deſpair, and this may as properly 
be called reducing that truth 4% practice. This is what 
Aſpaſio calls reducing to practice, the truth of Chriſt be- 
ing given for us to receive and live by him as ſuch a 
gitt, as a refuge from all curſes of the law, and dan- 
ger of damnation, unto the end of peace, aſſurance, 
and holineſs. We do not conſider the goſpel as bare- 
ly furniſhing us with good and excellent materials 75 
work upon, but with bleſſings to enjoy and poſſeſs as our 
own ; and our whole 434-5 40 or any part of it, does 
not ariſe from the ſucceſs of our labour, but wholly 
from the bleſſings ſo freely preſented to us to take 
comfort in them, and is very far from making them 
fit to comfort us. | 
Nox, it does not ſignify much by what name 
we call the mean of eſcape, whether we call it the 
law or the goſpel; for the great concern we have 
with cither of theſe, is to 'obtain righteouſneſs or 
« a title to life.“ p. 92. 99. _ | 

However true this may be of thoſe who ſeek by 
works in a way of © painful deſire and fear till they 
are crowned with enjoyment;” A/paſi is not charge- 
able, whole doctrine allows an immediate enjoyment, 
without the intervention of any righteouſneſs or work 
whatever. _ Gy | 

+ For—it is not the bare knowledge of the law or 
„ goſpel that can do us any ſervice, but the uſe wwe 
„ make of them.” p. 93. x 

This 1s but mere ſound ; for our author pleads for 
the above-mentioned ule to be made of the report, 
previous to the enjoyment of the privilege. The uſe 
we make of the golpel-report, 1s immediately to live 
by the righteouſneſs it reveals: whereas the uſe of 
the law is to do that we may live. Is not here a ma- 
nifeſt? yea, is not here a ſuſſicient difference ? 

* So each one reaſons thus: Seeing many ſhall periſh, 
e and ſeeing the goſpel ſays nothing to me, but what it 
« ſays to every one, what comfort can I reap from it, un- 
* leſs I can find about myſelf, at leaſt one grain of odds, 
«* caſting the balance in my favour, in compariſon with 
* others, or in compariſon with what 1 myſelf have hi- 
« therto been? p. 94. | 

But this is not Aſpaſio's language, which may rather 
be repreſented, Seeing the goſpel authoriſes me and every 
ſinner to live by the e it reveals, why ſhould I 
not make this uſe of ii? Since the dr into the kingdom 
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of God is thus open for ſinners, why ſhould I any longer 
heſitate © 7 

« But what ſignifies all this, ſays the proud devo- 
de tee, unleſs I can find ſome reaſon about myſelf, 
« why the Deity ſhould diſtinguiſh me as his favourite 
&< beyond other men? And thus he treats the bare 
6 truth of the goſpel with ſcorn and contempt.” 
Note, p. 97. 


Aſpaſio waits for no ſuch reaſon, therefore this re- 


preſentation does not affect him. 

« In vain ſhall he (any ſinner) expect to hear one 
& ſyllable more from God, to encourage him to draw 
« nigh to him, than that he is well pleaſed in his belo- 
* ved Son; that JEHOVAH 1s well pleaſed for his righ- 
& teouſneſs.” p. 115. 

Hath not God already ſaid, He that believeth on him 
all not be aſhamed? that he that cometh to him ſhall 
in no wiſe be caſt out? &c. Hath he not given him as 
bread from heaven, that whoſoever eateth him ſhould 
live by him? Has he not given eternal fe to us in him! 
even ſo given to us, that whoſoever of us believe not 
this record that he hath given of his Son, makes him a 
tar? Are we to ſet aſide theſe declarations as no en- 
couragement to us to appropriate or to draw nigh to 
God, leſt we ſhould not ſufficiently ſubmit ourlelves 
to the divine ſovereignty? Or are we not rather to 
look upon them, as the declarations of ſovereign grace; 
which has found out a way conſiſtent with the higheſt 
Juſtice thus to ſhew favour to the guilty, and for the 
encouragement of ſuch to believe on him, or draw 
nigh with confidence through the faith of him ? 

* The apomle John ſays, Thi, is his commandment, 
© that toe ould believe on the name of his Son; not that 
% we ſhould do any One to obtain life, but that we 
«& ſhould live by what he hath done. It is a command- 
« ment not requiring any thing of us, but beſtow- 
te ing life by the knowledge which it conveys.” p.126. 

It I live by what he hath done, I account what he 
hath done, given me for that purpoſe. And this is 
alſo the uſe I make of it; and this commandment, ſo 
underſtood, requireth nothing of us, but beſtows life 
by the knowledge it conveys. So that what our au- 
thor has here ſaid, expreſſes our whole mind, and may 
end the diſpute. . | 

« Paul, in the deepeſt of all his diſtreſſes, was re- 
« Heved by that very faith, which we modern Chri- 
« ſtians, in the height of our complaiſance, chuſe only 
to call, of the enteebled and infantile kind.” p. 128. 

A miſtake this; Paul was relieved by a view of the 
fafficiency of grace for himſelf in particular, My grace 
is ſufficient for THEE. He waited for no other righ- 
teouſneſs to certify him, that this ſufficient grace be- 
longed to him. | | 

„% If we hearken to them, the great point about 
«« which our faith is principally concerned, is a mat- 
« ter which turns out to be true; no book nor man 
& can tell how.” p. 168. 

It turns out to be true in God's faithfulneſs, an- 
ſwering to his gracious declarations. Our aſſurance 


or appropriation is founded and exerciſed upon God's 


faithfulneſs to anſwer to what he has revealed as the 

ound of our confidence. That he has given to us e- 
ternal life in his Son; that in this man's name is preached 
to us remiſſion of ſins ; and that whoſoever belteveth on him 
hall not periſh, but have everlaſting life. So that, in the 
very nature of the thing, the appropriating language 
is only the language of truſt and confidence, and will 
turn out to be truth if God may.be depended on, as 
he moſt ſurely may. 


In the goſpel-offer, we are told, is prefented to 


% the poor bankrupt, a bond, or bill indorſed to him, 
<« to relieve him from his poverty.—It is not his as 
. | 

It is freely given to him, it is his in right to poſſeſs 
and enjoy, as any thing we are invited to partake of. 
It is therefore his to live upon, though not his in pre- 
ſent enjoyment. It is not preſented to him, but in 


common with others, who periſh, rejecting it 328; 
ficient; yet it is ſo really 8 er 
welcome to live by it, or avail himſelf of it as hig — 
without performing one act, or obtaining one qualiica' 
tion to entitle him to it. The difficulty lies in a mate 
being thoroughly perſuaded that this is true; which 
when a man really is, he immediately lives by this r 
vealed righteouſneſs without more, F 

He at laſt lays hold of it,. ſo it becomes his.” Ibid 

It becomes his by that fame grace which has con. 
vinced him of its truth, and influenced him thereby to 
appropriate and enjoy it. It becomes his in poſſeſſion 
and enjoyment. Not that God imputes it on account 
of our appropriation ; that only ſerves the uſe of peice 
of conſcience by it, and a warrantable enjoyment b 
the divine word, and to demonitrate we are thoſe to 
whom it 1s imputed. 

Mr Marſhall, Mr Boſton, and Meſſ. Erflines, main. 
tain, that, according to the law, man is bound to 
believe whatever God declares, and do whatever he 
commands; that the duty of believing to be true 
what God has reported, and receiving what he haz 
commanded us to receive, or take to ourſelves, he. 
longs to the law; which faſtens the new duty upon 
us, the mement the goſpel reveals the new object” 
And if this is not true, how wall the hearers of the go. 
ſpel be condemned for deſpiſing or neglecting this gient 
ſalvation? And if this is true, why may not goſpel- mi. 
niſters declare againſt the rejectors of this grace, what 
will be matter of their juſt condemnation ? Or, in other 
words, what proves, that they that periſh, periſh juſt. 
ly, and of their own will and choice, vindicating the 
righteous judgment of God. 

And is it not to be maintained conſiſtent with this, 
that the goſpel is purely and entirely a revelation of 2 
{ſufficient righteouſneſs for the moſt guilty, that where 
it takes place in the heart, it 1s by the ſovereign grace 
of him who provided the righteouſneſs it treats of? 
That in receiving it for true, and living by it, they 
are fulfilling the command of the new covenant ; they 
are performing of duty; and at the ſame time, the 
ſubjects of the New-teſtament promiſe, in havin 
that obedience, or law written on their heart by the 


Spirit of the living God, as a Spirit of grace and truth? 


<« I hope Satan does not chain you to your houſes, 
« nor ſtake you down to your fields on the Lord's 
% day.” p. 267. 

This 1s rather to be conſidered as a convicting them 
of their ſinful negligence and willing ignorance, than 
giving any directions what we muſt do to be ſaved. 
In that caſe we allow the anſwer is, Either keep the 
law yourſelf, or live by what Chriſt has already done. 

We may now turn our eyes more particularly to 
% thoſe who are moſt 1 in propagating a per- 
<« verted goſpel.— Theſe men do indeed preſs very 
e hard upon the conſcience to awaken fear: but when 
“ they have driven the ferious hearer almoſt to de- 
e ſpair, by an awful deſcription of his miſerable con- 
edition, and by repreſenting him as utterly unable 
ein every reſpect to contribute any thing toward his 
« own deliverance, they at laſt condeſcend, with no 
© ſmall art and addreſs, to make ſome comfortable 
« exceptions from the foregoing awful doctrine.— 
« Now is deſcribed, in a variety of particulars, a con- 
<« yenient reſource, where the pride of the ſerious 
< hearer may exerciſe itſelf with great hopes of fuc- 
« cels.” p. 279. | 

, The pride of the ſerious hearer, is the conceit of 
his being able to do or obtain ſomething to deliver 
himſelf, as proceeding from his propenſity to live by 
ſomething he is to do, whereby he becomes ſelf-de- 
pendent. The truth is, the gift of the divine righ- 
teouſneſs depends on no doing or difference in man. 
The being quickened by the truth of the goſpel to 
hear the voice of God therein, depends on the fove- 
reign good pleaſure of heaven. A man hearin 4 
voice 4 God, not to the qualified, but to the abſolut&f 


; loſt, is made obedient to the commands 
222 to believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ve by his righteouſneſs, without waiting for 
and the obedience that anſwers as an echo 
to that divine voice, command, invitation, c. is, 
and can be no other, than truſting, depending, and 
afluring ourſelves of ſalvation by Chriſt alone, in obe- 
dience to the divine declaration z as Lazarus came forth 
in obedience to the voice that quickened him. When we 
bid ſinners believe on Chriſt, we would be underſtood 
a5 exhibiting a quickening truth, as well as a divine 
command; that is, that there is a | uſſicient Saviour who 
may ſafely be depended on. Andin obedience to this 
voice we are not doing that we may live, but we are 
living by Chriſt alone, in obedience to him who makes 
the dead to hear his voice. The pride of the ſerious 
hearer may be as much excited by being told to do 
that they may know their ſalvation, as to do to be 

ved. 
2 « The preacher finds it neceſſary to warn his hear- 
« ers to avoid all thoughts of this doctrine of election 
« at preſent.” bid. | : 580 

That is, when election is objected againſt the divine 
declarations, encouraging the guilty under that cha- 
racter, and without any evidence of election, to live 
immediately by Chriſt's righteouſneſs. For the jai- 
lor to have objected election againſt Paul, when he 
bid him believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, would have 
been from the enemy. 

« Becauſe (ſays he) there is in this doctrine no vi- 
« ſthle ground the faith to reſt upon,—no viſible re- 
« ſource for the pride of any man.” p. 280. 

No viſible ground for a ſinner's confidence or truſt in 
Chriſt alone, which 1s not the pride of man, but eflen- 
tial to the faith of God's elect. 

« Sometimes they take great pains to ſhew us how 
« little we do when we put forth an act of faith.” 

281. 

r The act we plead for, is to live alone by what Chriſt 
has done, whether we call it believing on Chriſt, re- 
ceiving, appropriating, truſting, or whatever name 
we give it; this is what we mean. Our opponents on 
this head, are thoſe who are for having ſome good 
thing to be wrought in us, or done by us, before we 
are to be allowed to live by what Jeſus has done; which 
is, in fact, a denial of its being wrought for the guil- 
ty. When they have been driven out of every ſab- 
terfuge, they at laſt plead, that we tell people to be- 
lieve on Chriſt ; whereas it is the Spirit's work, and 
they muſt wait for this working of the Spirit before 
they are able to believe. We do not pretend to deny, 
that for a man to believe on the Son of God is the 
Spirit's work; but at the ſame time are aſſured, that 
when a man is taught of God to believe Chriſt's righ- 
teouſneſs a proviſion for the guilty, he is not taught 
to aſſume any other character as his title to it. Nor 
is he taught of God to conſider himſelf in any other 
light than as guilty, and juſtly condemned. And 
therefore we farther inſiſt upon it, that a man, with- 
out waiting for any thing more than what Chriſt has 
aready done, is to live by that, as ſufficient for him, 
and given to him in the indefinite grant of the goſpel. 
And this he is to do, that is, live by Chriſt's righ- 
teouſneſs in obedience to the divine command and in- 
vitation, when he feels nothing good in him, to em- 
bolden him thereto ; and to depend upon it, that that 
righteouſneſs will not fail him. And thus far we pro- 
ceec ſcripturally, according to the anſwer given to the 
Philippian jailor. 

We have alſo aſſerted, that a man may aſk the 
queſtion, What ſhall I do to be faved ? and yet. be but 
upon nature's bottom. The direction to that man, 
* not to wait for to do ſomething, or to get ſomething 
Wha in him, but to believe on che Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

en it has been objected to this, that nature cannot 


or to li 
any other; 


believe on Chritt, and therefore ſuch are not to be told 
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ſo; we have anſwered, he that gives the command is 
able to overcome this difficulty by divine conviction 
of the truth, writing his laws in our hearts and minds. 
And while we, thus taught of God, in obedience to 
the word, are endeavouring to believe or truſt on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to obtain our certainty, and reſt 
ſatisfied with this righteouſneſs, the Spirit of grace 
and truth may further diſſipate every diſtruſtful ſug- 
geſtion, and make us fully ſo. And here, by belie- 
ving on Chriſt, we mean ſuch a truſting, confiding on 
him, as we allow follows a divine paſſive conviction of 
the truth, that kind of activity which is intimated in 
the ſcripture-phraſes, Acts xvi. 31. Fohn vi. 35. and 
John iii. 23. | | 

We cannot believe through our own natural averſe- 
neſs to live by the righteouſneſs of another, or our 
proneneſs to eſtabliſi our own. But, at the ſame 
time, he that is taught of God, when he acknowled- 
ges he can do nothing, he rejoices that nothing is left 

or him to do, but on the contrary that he is called to 
live by what Chrilt has already done. And they who 
will not diſtinguith this life from an endeavour to live 
by our own righteouſneſs, cannot be farther talked 
with. | 
As conviction of the truth of the ſufficiency of 
Chriſt, and his being freely given to the guilty and 
loſt, 18 the only conviction of truth that is free from 
ſelt-righteouſnets; ſo to live by this ſufficient righ- 
teouſneſs as ſo given, is the only activity that moſt im- 
mediately anſwers to the above-mentioned truths. 

Palzmon cannot deny, but coming to Chri/? has the 
promiſe of being in nowiſe caſt out ; but he judges it 
to be an obedience in conſequence of faith, or the be- 
lief of the truth. This, on the other hand, is not de- 
nied him. And it may be alſo aftirmed, that the pro- 
miſe is an encouragement of certainty of ſucceſs to 
every one that comes to him, and a divine declaration 
which aſcertains the ſuthcient righteouſneſs to be im- 
puted to every particular perſon anſwering that cha- 
racter. Coming to Chriſt is allowed to be more than a 
paſſive conviſtion; it is allowed to be ſomething active 
in conſequence of ſuch a conviction ; and as it cannot 
be any ſuch activity or coming as contradicts the alone 
ſufficiency of Chriſt's finiſhed work, what anſwers to 
the ſcripture- deſcriptions or names given to this acti- 
vity, more properly than living by that ſuſſicient righ- 
teouſneſs, inſtead of doing or ſeeking to do any thing 
to add thereto ? 

And as far as Aſpaſio, Marſhall, &c. plead for, or 
encourage, to an activity of this kind, they cannot be 
accuſed juſtly of ſetting up another righteauſneſs.— 
This activity terminates in its object, and reſolves it- 
felf entirely therein, The bulineſs to be accompliſhed 
by this activity, is only to come under ſuch a certain- 
ty of falvation by Chriſt alone, as is implied in the 
words truſt and confidence; and the nature of it is as 
oppolite to ſetting up another righteouſneſs, as the 
perſuaſion of Chriſt's ſufficiency. Palemen pleads for 
activity in coming at the certainty of our intereſt in 
Chriſt's ſufficient work, and we plead for no more. 
Which therefore removes our plea beyond the reach 
of his objections. 

To plead for appropriation as fomething to be add- 
ed to entitle to acceptance, is liable to Palemon's ob- 
jections. To plead for it, fo as to make the ſufficient 
righteouſneſs depend on that act for its acceptance 
with God in our behalf, may alfo be accuſed as a doc- 
trine of ſelf· dependence; but to appropriate as an ef- 
fect of the report believed, as a means of aſcertainin 
to ourſelves eternal hfe by that righteouſneſs revealed, 


and as an animating principle of obedience 3 


our ſpecial intereſt therein, is not at all liable to ſuck. 
objections. 2 

„If faith muſt be called an inſtrument, and if it 
„be at the ſame time maintained, that juſtiſication 
comes by faith only; then I am at full 
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« affirm, that he who is poſſeſſed of the inſtrument, 
« hand, or mouth, is already juſtified, without regard 
« to his uſing the inſtrument,” Sc. p. 285. 

Quite a miſtaken view ; becauſe faith, or a propri- 
ation of Chriſt, has no exiſtence in itſelf without its 
object, as material inſtruments have. 

« We ſhall ſeldom find them ſpeaking any thing 
« like the language of the goſpel, without cautioning, 
« mincing, or clogging it with ſome exceptive, but,” 
Cc. Ibid. 

The apoſtle ſays, To him that worketh not, ht be. 
lieveth, Sc. There is a believing that ſtands oppoſed 
to working; and if our but is the but of the apoſtle, 
and only reſpects our receiving the record, and ap- 

ropriating the revealed righteouſneſs accordingly, it 
is free from this exception. 

« Though Theren is diveſted of all righteouſneſs of 
« his own, of every qualification and every recommenda- 
« tjon, he muſt yet be well provided with requz/tes, 
« even ſuch as may embolden him to make the ap- 
«+ propriation.” p. 287, 

A wide miſtake; A/paſio's ſcope and deſign through- 
out, is to ſhew, that nothing emboldens to appropri- 
ation, but the divine grant to ſinners, as ſuch, 

« He (Theron) is very willing to believe that he is 
« a gracious perſon.” p. 288. 

How evident does it appear from the paſſage here 
quoted, that the fairh or truth recommended was, 
« that all was hrs ;” that is, by way of the divine 
grant of heaven to the guilty?—Quite different from 
believing about himfelf that he ig a gracious perſon. 

« And while Theron cannot be brought to believe, 
« 4/paſio beholds his title perfectly clear.“ p. 289. 

Aſpaſis beheld his title or warrant to appropriate 
from the divine grant made to ſinners; not from the 
prerequiſites of Theron. 

*] muſt frankly own, — that 1 ſee no more differ- 
« ence betwixt a careleſs and convicted ſinner, than 
« js betwixt a felon ranging his round at large, and 
« one newly apprehended by the officers of juſtice : 
« and for my part, 1 think it would look liker an im- 
« pertinent ſarcaſm, than any thing elſe, to tell either 
« of theſe laſt, that he was now iu a very hopeful 
« way. p. 293. 

As faith comes by hearing, we hope for another 
when we can prevail with him only to hear. This does 
not imply, that there is a foundation of hope in them. 


We hope when we ſee people concerned about their 


everlaſting ſtate, that this concern wall terminate 1n 
liſtening to the remedy that is graciouſly provided. 

« As it one could reap any ſpiritual benefit from 
« ſtudying the divine law, or know how pure, 
« how extenſive, how ſublimely- perfect it is, before 
« he knows Chriſt the end thereof for righteouſneſs; 
« as if ſuch a one could judge of his ſpiritual ſtate 
* impartially.“ p. 295. 

Palæmon ſeems to forget, that in page 51. he has 
intimated, that “ it was for want of comparin 
„ themſelves with the divine law, that the Phariſees 
made their miſtake.” He that meaſures himſelf by 


others inſtead of this ſublimely-pertect ſtandard, mult 


at laſt ſtand ſelf-condemned *. He that meaſures him- 
{elf hereby, will know his ſtate to be deſperate, un- 
leſs relieved by the finiſhed work of Chriſt. 

« Aſpaſio, then, hath found out a path, by walk- 
ing wherein the guilty may confidently hope to ar- 
„rte at righteouſneſs at laſt.” p. 296. 

Not ſo, but Aſpaſio hath found himſelf guilty by 


* If, as the ſcripture affirms, the thoughts and imaginations 
ef man's heart are evil, and that continually ; if this compound 
of evils is only in ſome meaſure reſtrained and covered in the 
brighteſt characters amongſt men; if theſe reſtraints are only 
ſrom the various workings of pride, fear, and ſbame, in all 
who are not influenced by the ſaving truth : how wretchedly 
are they miſtaken, who found their hope on ſelf-cxcellencies 
ariſing from ſo poor and ſhameful an original ? 
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comparing himſelf with the divine law: 

the difference ſo great, as to lead nim de de 0 
himſelf ;—he hath found Chriſt the end of the ou of 
righteouſneſs, and the principle of new e aw for * 


bedience.—le teſtifies of this with co Cangelical g. 


* 8 f nfid 
ſubject wherewith he 1s really acquainted, — a 
es 


of _ he has experienced to be true. 
„The doubtſome faith he (E. E. j . 
c that which admits of a — . * 2 
ſtate, Now, a man may have ſome doubts done 
this, who is very firmly perſuaded of the truth at 
„the goſpel.” p. 334. " 
The doubtſome faith we complain of, is the w 
of that conſidence anſwerable to the gracious dec] — 
tions of ſalvation in Chriſt to the abſolutely gar 
and not a man's doubting about himſelf, or what 3 . 
preſent is. On the contrary, we maintain, that thi 
perſuaſion of a new ſtate in Chriſt, implies our tains 
ſtate to be quite bad, and paſt recovery ; and the pa 
ticular application we plead for, is flying from * 
ſtate in our natural ſituation, to a — ſtate in th 
perion, 1ghteoutneſs, and bleſſings of Chriſt, : 
As exiltence, and conſciouſneſs of exiſtence, hear 
ſuch a relation to each other in the human mind that 
the former is only enjoyed by tlie latter; ſo is juſli 
tication, and the conſciouſneſs of it. If I perceive 
not my Juſtification, it is to me as if I was ng! 
juſtificd. If I apprehend it is fo from a falſe founda. 
tion, it will prove to me as a dream which vaniſhes 
when wide awake, If a man, by ſome kind of argu— 
ment, was to perſuade me that I exiſted a thouſand 
years ago, though I am not now conſcious of it, it 
would be the lame deluſion, as if he was to perſuade 
me that I am now King George, or the King of Pruſſia. 
For a hundred ſuch exiſtences is, in fact, a hundred 
men, every man's own conſciouſneſs aſcertaining him- 
felt to himſelf in diitinction from any other. In like 
manner, if a man was to uſe arguments, to perſuade 
me that I was juſtified long ago, when I was not con- 
ſcious of it, he could propoſe no other end, his labour 
could no otherwiſe terminate, than in perſuading me 
that IJ am now juſtified. And that which is brought 
to prove, that I am one of thoſe who were juſtifed 
long ago, when I was not conſcious of it, may as 
well give me a conſciouſneſs of my preſent juſtiſica- 
tion, without all that round-about labour. Unleſs it 
is, that while we are conſidering theſe pre-exiſting 
juſtifications, we are apt to ſlip ourſelves in for a ſhare, 
upon a foundation that will not bear a preſent ſcrutiny. 
The ſcripture, therefore, does not thus metaphyli- 
cally ſubtilize, it does not thus ſeparate our jultifica- 
tion from the conſciouſneſs of it. He that is juſtib- 
ed, by the finiſhed work of Chriſt, without any con- 
ſcioutneſs of a difference between himfelf and others, 
1s juſtified as ungodly ; has peace with God by that 
which juſtifies him; and is juſtified by his faith, that 
is, not by what he does, but by what he believes: and 
the additional confirmation, by the fruits of faith, or 
conſciouineſs of our not being deceived in our juſtif - 
cation by faith, is called by the apoſtle Janes, juſtif- 
cation by works, without bearing any contradiction 
to the alone righteouſneſs by which we are juſtified. 
If my juſtification ariſes to me from the difference 
there is betwixt me and others, I may be ſaid to be 
juſtiſied, or enjoy juſtification by that difference. If 
the ſpring of my hope ariſes to my view from the re- 
port making me welcome to the finiſhed work of Chrilt, 
as the righteouſneſs provided for the guilty to live by, 
then I am juſtified, or enjoy juſtification by Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs given to me, in oppoſition to any thing 
done by me, or performed in me. If my perſonal ju- 
ſtification, and the conſciouſneſs of it, ſtand ſo nearly 
related, it is not at all improper that the ground of 
our acceptance with God, and the ground of our con- 
ſciouſneis of chat acceptance, ſhould be of the {ame 
kind. $0 that if I am accepted with God by the work 
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; iven to me, I am to know my ac- 
2 — eich Gad juſt upon the ſame, and no other 
eoundation. if it were not ſo, the favourite ſome- 
ching might be ſet up, and the pride of man as fully 
tified under the name of marks and evidences, as 
? is under the name of entitling conditions; and we 
are as effectually taught to draw near, with a God 1 
thank thee, 1 am not as other men. The ſufficient righ- 
teouſneſs juſtifies a man, or gives him a conſciouſ- 
neſs of his acceptance with God, when he knows it is 
acioully given to him, ſo that he is made welcome 
to draw near to God on that account. He that believes 
to the peace of his conſcience, believes this, and does 
not reſt in an uncertain conjectural hope. Says Palæ- 
non, a hope grounded on the ſovereignty of God; — 
ſay we, not unleſs that ſovereignty has declared a 
ground of hope for us; otherwiſe we reſt in bare 
conjecture. But hearing that Jeſus has fulfilled all 
righteouſneſs for the juſtification of thoſe guilty ones 
who believe in his name, from a conviction tiat the 
doctrine is true, we aſſure ourſelves, in dependence on 
the divine veracity and faithfulneſs, that the privi- 
leges are our own ; or that we ſhall not be confound- 
ed in fo truſting to Jeſus, ; 
« Paul calls upon ſome whom he himſelf looked up- 
« on as believers, to examine themſelves whether they 
« were in the faith; and he exhorts others, about 
« whom he obſerved the ſureſt tokens of their being 
« true Chriſtians, to give all diligence to remove e- 
very doubt concerning their ſtate.” p. 334. 
When Pau / bid the Corinthians examine themſelves, 
&c. he plainly intimates their being in the faith a ſelf- 
evident matter; and that to be in the faith, and to 
have Chriſt in them, as the peace of their conſciences, 


and hope of glory, is the ſame thing; and this was the 


ſureſt evidence that he had been a miniſter of Chriſt 
unto them. He is not here calling them to remove 
the doubts concerning their own ſtate, by a diſcovery 
of their faith, love, and ſelf-denied obedience. It is 
alſo very improbable, that the apoſtle ſhould (as Pale- 
mon ſays) have the ſureſt tokens of their being Chri- 
ſtians, and yet call them t/ doubt of it. 

« I am ſorry to ſee A/paſio ſo much carried away 
« with their (7. e. the popular preachers) diſſimulation.“ 
He points out to Theron his danger and remedy in the 
following manner: 1f you fail in one point, or in any 
* degree, you are guilty of all. 1f your conformity be not 
perſevering as well as perfect, you incur the penalty, and 
are abandoned to the curſe,” unleſs you find mercy 
by what Chriſt has already done. No; but “ unleſs, 
* renouncing all your perſonal performances, you place 
* all your affiance on a Saviour's atonement and a 
Saviour's righteouſneſs,” p. 334. 

They who endeavour to renounce their perſonal per- 
formances, as an entitling performance required of 
them, act inconſiſtently; but they who evidently re- 
nounce their own, from a goſpel - diſcovery of the Re- 
deemer's righteouſneſs, and live alone by that, in 
virtue of the divine declarations, are taught of God, 
and find mercy by what Chriſt has already done. 

* This good conduct of ours, by which we are 
* ſaid to eſcape the curſe.” Note, p. 334- 

So we are, according to Palæmon, to take care that 
we have no affiance or confidence in Chriſt's atone- 
ment, or righteouſneſs, becauſe that is eſcaping the 
curſe by ſome good conduct of our own ! 

Were (ſays Aſpaſio) that firm and joyful reliance on 
2 Chriſt Jeſus, in any degree proportioned to his infinite 
„ merits and inviolable promiſes? And if (ſays Pale- 
„ mon) |. cannot find acceptance with God, but in be- 
z Ing conſcious of perfect conformity to this new law, 

then I am in as great danger as before.“ p- 335. 

Aſpajio moves this very queſtion, not to obtain a pre- 
requiſite, but to manifeſt the neceſſity of a better righ- 
teouſneſo than our reliance, conſidered as a perform- 
ance or work of ours, that we may rely upon the ſuffi- 


cient work of Chriſt, without recurring to any other. 

The goſpel-declarations are not to be ſeparated from 
our Saviour, his atonement, or righteouſneſs. Nor 
can our affiance, knowledge, or enjoyment through 
that report, be ieparated from either. Is Chriſt's righ- 
teouſneſs preſented to me as a ſecurity from the curſe 
of the law? My afſhance therein, or knowledge there- 
of, 1s Chriſt, my ſecurity, enjoyed by me, and mani- 
felted to me. The apoltle was not ſo curious as to 
diſtinguiſh and divide with our author, when he ſaid, 
I count all things but loſs, not for the excellency of 
Chriſt, in diſtinction from the knowledge of him, but 
for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my 
Lord; and this he ſtyles, not having on his own righ- 
teouſneſs. | 

My expectations were greately raiſed by the 

« beautiful and affecting deſcription of the royal ta 
& chace in dial. 9. till I 5 
* as coming to him by means of ſucb conflicts and 
« ſtruggles, &c.” p. 337. 

Aſpaſuo does not mean ſtruggling to believe the re- 
port, but ſtruggling for that et, which comes at laſt 
in a way they thought not of ; that is, by the report. 
The reaſons of the ſoul-ſtruggles deſcribed, are igno- 
rance and ſelt-righteouſneſs, ſeeking other methods of 
relief than by the declaration of eternal life given in 
Chriſt ; and it frequently proves, that after many uſe- 
leſs ſtruggles in divers ways, the foul thus finds reſt. 

„They knew their intereſt in Chriſt's death, by 
« the effect that his death had upon them.” p. 339. 

Chriſt's death hath its effect upon us when we draw 
near to God thereby; which is, in fact, when we ap- 
propriate it. 

They imagine, that ſomething beſides the bare 
« truth may contribute more or leſs toward their e- 
“ ſcape.” p. 339. 

They are clear of this charge, who eſcape by what 
that truth declares. 

«* 'The goſpel leads a man to the greateſt reverence 
* for, and ſubmiſſion to the divine ſovereignty, with- 
* out having any claim upon God whatſoever, or 
% finding any reaſon why God ſhould regard him 
more than thoſe that periſh.” p. 345. 

Palæmon maintains, that all who acknowledge the 
truth of Chriſt's ſufficiency have the promiſe of ſal- 
vation. He does not imagine a dependence on this 
promiſe oppoſes the moſt abſolute ſubmiſſion to the 
divine ſovereignty ; but is rather a dependence on 
the promiſes of ſovereign grace. And if we are 2 
ſuaded of a grant of this ſufficient righteouſneſs to 
the guilty, why may not this be admitted as fully 
conſiſtent with the ſame ſubmiſſion to the divine ſove- 
reignty ? 

* The divine ſovereignty appearing, that grace 
© might be ſhewn to the worthleſs ; and the divine 
«« juſtice appearing in juſtifying the ungodly,” it is 
very readily acknowledged, leaves a man entirely at 
the mercy of God for his ſalvation. Here no man's 
pride is flattered ; no man can find any ground to 


_« preſume, that the Deity regards him more than o- 


* thers. And the relief a man finds by this diſcovery, 
« is, that God can be juſt, and juſtify him as he at 
« preſent ſtands without more, or while he finds no- 
e thing about himſelf in the way of wiſh, deſire, or 
« Otherwiſe, but what renders him obnoxious to the 
6 divine diſpleaſure.” p. 346. The queſtion that re- 
mains is, whether God has not intended a farther re- 
lief for ſuch guilty helpleſs ones, even to aſſure them 
of their particular ſalvation in believing, truſting, and 
confiding, in this ſufficient righteouſneſs, as given 
freely to them to be thus depended upon ? Whether 
there is not a word, promiſe, call, or teſtimony, to 
this purpoſe? and whether Chrittian obedience is 
not influenced by an affurance thus obtained? At 
the ſame time we can alſo readily agree, that . no man 
can warrantably be aſſured that he is already 2 


aw the ſinner's relief deſcribed 
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« (Chriſtian, a bcliever in Chriſt, or that he is an 
object of the peculiar favour of God, but by 
« being alſo conſcious, on good grounds, that his 
practice. in obedience to the peculiar precepts of 
„ Chriſtianity, is influenced by that ſame truth, which 
influenced the lives of the apoſtles.” 

Now, if there is ſuch a word, promiſe, call, or teſt:- 
many, a8 above mentioned, it is very diſtinct from, 
though not contrary to the declarations concerning 
the purpoſe and electron of God ; and affords a viſible 
ground for our conſident dependence on that righ- 
teouſneſs, as ſinners, without finding any reaſon a- 
bout ourſelves, why God ſhould regard us more 
than others: whereas the doctrine of election, in the 
nature of it, is not of itſelf capable of affording us this 
relief. 

It is true, © this word, promiſe, call, or teſtimony, 
« leaves it as much a ſecret what particular perſon 
„ ſhall be ſaved, as the doctrine of the divine purpo/e, 
& or 1 does.” p. 348. but does not leave the 
finner ſo much without a warrant to appropriate. 
Notwithſtanding the doctrine of election, Palemon 
will allow, that by him, all that believe are juſtified. So 
alſo it is ſaid, Hethat cometh to him all in ns «viſe be caſt 
o:t ; H that believeth on him Hall never be confounded. 

In this view of things, we are fully warranted “ to 
« repreſent the Deity, as Keeping ſecret his gracious 
* intentions” to beget this or that particular perſon, 
by the word of truth; and, at the ſame time, “pre- 
« vealing his gracious intentions“ to fave all thoſe, 
or any, whoſoever they be, that, without ſeeing an 
diflerence at all between themſelves and others, ſhall, 
upon the bare invitation and divine promiſe to the 
guilty, live, truſt, or depend on his Son and his righ- 
teouſneſs, graciouſly provided as a refuge unto ſuch. 
And while we © are buſy in prompting our hearers to 
* hve thus by Chriſt atone, as given freely and inde- 
« ſinitely to the guilty ; we have reaſon to ſhew no 
« {ſmall concern, leſt Satan oe them”? to think, 
that becauſe God's people are choten to ſalvation, the 
are not allowed to feed upon the bread of lite, til 
they know themſelves to be diſtinguiſhed from other 
ſinners as God's choſen. Hereby ſalvation, to the 
abſolutely guilty, is denied; and the people are taught 
to hope for eternal life, only by that which diftin- 
guiſhes them from the reſt of mankind. This is build- 
ing wood, hay, and ſtubble, on the precious founda- 
tion, Chriſt the Saviour of the loſt. 

« They tell us, that God hath made a grant, or deed 
« of gift of Chriſt, and all his benefits, to 1 of man- 
« kind. But when we inquire into this again, we 
« find it turns out to be a gift of benefits to multi- 
* tudes who are never benefited thereby.” p. 350. 

And what of all that? Could there be no ſuch thing 
as manna given to, or rained daily around the cam 
of Iſrael, becauſe ſome deſpiſed it, and longed for the 
fleſh-pots of Egypt * Mult it follow that there is no 
ſuch gift, becauſe multitudes negle& and flight it? 
or becauſe, like Palemon, they will not be perſua- 
ded there is ſuch a gift? Shall our unbelief make the 
gift, the faith, or faithfulneſs of God, of none effect ? 
It remaineth nevertheleſs a truth, that whoſoever be- 
liveth on him, or receiveth the gift, ſhall not periſh, 
but have eternal life. And why may not they miſs of 
the benefit of this gift who thus reject it, as the word 

reached never profited, not being mixed with faith 
in them that heard it ? wy 

« It might, with equal propriety, be faid, that 
« there is a grant of life made in the law, and that 
„% the divine willingneſs to bleſs men is therein ex- 
« preſſed Keep the commandments, and thou ſhalt 
« live.” p. 351. ; 

It might ſo ; the difference lies here. The grant of 
life in the law, requires conditions to be previouſly 

rformed, before we may preſume to account the 

leſſing ours. The goſpel beſtows life in Chriſt with- 


out any condition, or as a free gift, to he ; ; 
ly enjoyed. BY» eee, 

In p. 352. ſeveral inſtances of the fa 
who were healed by Chriſt, are adduced to evid 
that they only believed Chriſt's ability to cure then 
To this I anſwer, that in thoſe inſtances they A 
for a proper ground, or declaration to proceed — 
in believing that he would; and for that purpoſe On, 
made application to him. And where they had Paſeo 
for concluding the event, they were as certain of th * 
as of his ability. And faith in thoſe caſes includes 
that certainty. 1 Cor. xiii. 2. If Had all faith F 
that I could remove mountains, comp. with Matth. AT 
20. When he jaw he had faith to be healed, As 17. 
9. and in Luke v. 19. 29. they neither doubted 1 
ability, or willingneſs. In our caſe, the grant bs 
Saviour to the guilty is declared, as well as the fu, 
ficiency of his rig hteouſneſs; hence we make God x 
liar, it we do not proceed on the truth of both. 

„Ihe leper, like the two blind men, was ful 
% perſuaded that Chriſt was able to relieve him. Ye. 

as he had no claim upon him, he referred his 1. 
mqueſt entirely to his fovereign pleaſure. In the fol 
& aflurance of faith he was at Chriſt's mercy, 
Was nowiſe obliged to apply his healing power t 
« him.“ p. 352. 

But this is no argument againſt that appropriation 
which proceeds entirely upon the gracious declaration 
and grant of that ſovercign good pleafure. If the 
ſovereign good plcature has declared the guilty as fuch 
ſo welcome to what is already done, that whoſcerer 
believeth on him fall have eternal life ; he hath no o. 
ther application to make, or to wait for. We ma 
be without any claim upon God to do for us any ting 
that he has not already done, or to give us any richt 
unto what is already done; but as far as he is pleated 
to declare himſelf, it is our buſineſs aſſuredly to be- 
lieve, truſt in him, or hope in his mercy. And that 
appropriation which proceeds wholly upon his gracicus 
declaration, is conſiſtent with the utmoſt ſubmiſlion 
to ſovereign grace. 

Sovereign grace interpoſed, providing a righteouſ. 
« nels for the guilty world.” p. 353. 

Palemon ſhould ſay, to aſcertain his meaning, 
« providing a righteouſneſs for ſome of the guilty 
« world.” 


„When once the gift of righteouſnefs is made 
“ known to a man.” p. 353. 

Can the gift properly be ſaid to be made known to 
a man, unleſs he knows to whom it is given? A gilt 
to nobody, is no gift. A gift to the ele, or to the 
qualified, is not a gift to the guilty world, but to 
them that are choſen out of it, and diſtinguiſhed 
from it. 

« He that believeth on the Son of God, hath the 
record in himſelf, the record that God gave of his 
6 g . | : 

Palzmon ſlips over the record here treated of, vic. 
That Ged heth given to us eternal life, and this hfe 15 10 
his Son. This the apoſtle points unto, as what 15 to 
be particularly regarded, And this is the record, &c. 
Nor ſhould the teſtimony, that he is well pleaſed in 
him, be underſtood in any ſenſe excluſive of it. 

“ In like manner, all his children in the faith be- 
« heve the divine word for righteouſneſs, without 
« perceiving any ſhadow or ſymptom of it about 
« themſclves, without feeling or being conſcious 0 
« any thing about themſelves, to concur with the 
« divine word, to make out their righteouſneſs. 
Ibid. 

This deſcription ſuits A/paſio much better than J. 
lzmon, who waits for a diſcovery of his faith, love, 
and (elf-denied obedience. | 

« If we look into the ſcripture, muſt we not {ay 
e that all the good works which ſhall be recompe 
« at the reſurrection of the juſt, are produced by the 


ith of thoſe 


wh | 


3 * 
4 , 
2 

W 
1 
H 
3 
= 
A 
5 
9 
: 
1 
3 

. 


oy 

> 

* 

Y 
Y 
, 
AY 
. 4 
"I 

» 
* 

q 
4 
9 
* 
3 


A DEFENCE or TH 


divine Spirit dwelling in the hearts 
« of thoſe who believe? Yet ſuch is the connection 
« hetwixt every good work and its reward, that, ac- 
« cording to the ſcripture, the juſtice of God, not 
« to ſay his grace, is concerned to make it good: 
« eh. Vi. 10. God ts not unrighteous to forget your Work 


te influence of the 


« und labour of love. —Whoſcever ſhall give you a cup of 


« water to drink in my name,—verily I ſay unto you, he 
« ſhall not laſe his reward. Juſtice, as well as grace, 
« will appear in the laſt judgment; then due regard 
« will be had to every man's works. But 1a the ju- 
« Gification of ſinners, God has no reſpect to any 
« man, as better than another. He conſiders men, 
« when he commends his love to them, as ungodly, 
« and without ſtrength, that is, without any will to 
« be better. And all who find mercy, are brought 
« to view themſelves in that ſame point of light, 
« wherein God beheld men when he gave his Son to 
« die for them. They do not find themſelves pre- 
« pared, or made fitter than others for mercy, by 
« any work of the divine Spirit upon their minds ; 


« but they find their firſt taſte of comfort by hearing 


« of him, who through the eternal Spirit offered himſelf 
« without ſpot to God.” p. 257 : 

Then they find their firſt taſte of comfort indepen- 
dent of any previous diſcovery or diſcernment of their 
fxith, love, or ſelf-denied obedience. And their firſt 
taſte of comfort is, not that there is a ſufficient righ- 
teouſneſs provided for the elect, or the qualified, but 
that there is a ſufficient righteouſneſs provided for the 
guilty to live by, without waiting for any farther diſ- 
cover y. 

« 'The popular doctrine ſuppoſes, that unbelievers 
« may be ſeriouſly engaged in praying for the Holy 
« Spirit to help them to faith, and exhorts them ac- 
« cordingly ; which is as abſurd as to ſuppoſe, that a 
man may be deſirous of being influenced by the Spi- 
« rit of a truth, which, at preſent, he neither be- 
* ljeves nor loves. Forlreckonit muſt be granted, that 
e no man loves the goſpel before he believes it.“ p. 360. 

If we only underſtood by the goſpel that we were 
welcome to do ſomething, or to wait and pray for 
ſomething to denominate us Chriſt's people, then we 
might be complaining for want of this power, pray- 
ing for it, and perhaps falſely comforted with the ſup- 
poſed will for the deed ; and all the while there is no 
willingneſs to live entirely by what Chriſt has done. 
But this is not the caſe: when Aſpaſio conſidered ap- 
propriation as eſſential to faith, and preſſed it accord- 
ingly, he underſtood by appropriation, a living entirely 
by Chriſt's righteouſneſs alone, without waiting for 
any cther. 

* When our ſyſtems deſcribe faith to us, as a ſaving 
& grace beſtowed on us, by which we make ule of 
« Cirilt for falvation ; are we not led to think of ſome 
* grace neceſſary to our ſalvation, beſide what ap- 
* peared when Chriſt, by the grace of God, taſted 
death for the fins of men?” p. 361. 

Bur in as much as Aſpaſio's whole plea is to live im- 

mediately by that grace alone, without waiting for 
any other; he ſtands clear of this miſtake. 
They ſeem to forget, that Chriſt is in heaven, 
and we on the earth ;—that the only way wherein 
we can receive benefit from Chriſt, is by the report 
* concerning him conveyed to our ears.” p. 363. 

If the report, in this particular caſe, invites and 
authoriſes us to live by him, and the righteouſneſs 
which he performed, who is gone to heaven; we 
may, notwithſtanding he is gone to heaven, receive 
the report for true, and alſo lay hold of, or live by 
the righteouſneſs it thus reveals and conveys to us. 

: „ When he comes to know that he may be juſtified, 
: Bs linds immediately a covert from the ſtorm.” 
« 364, | 


| = ng to Palemon, he does not ſind this to 
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be a covert for him, till he diſcovers diſtinguiſhing 
qualifications; whereas Aſpaſio finds a covert for the 
guilty ſinner, without any ſuch diſtinction. . 

« It now we underſtand by the form, the wrath 
* that is to come, the believer, knowing that Chritt 
% hath done enough to deliver from it, loves him, 
& takes hold of him, or flies to him.“ 

How ? 

In obeying his commands, and frequenting every 
* mean of correſpondence with him.” id. 

He that loves him, takes hold of him, or flies to 
him, obeys his commands ; and is inclined to frequent 
every means of correſpondence with him : but to give 
us this as the meaning and import of thoſe ſcriptural 
phraſes and repreſentations, more becomes Mr Locke, 
or Archbiſhop TI logen, than the evangelical Palæmon. 
He may be ailured, it he abides by this doctrine, the 
offence of the croſs will ſoon ceaſe. The primitive 
Chriſtians were taught to obey, becauſe Jeſus had de- 
livered them from the wrath to come, 1 Thefl. i. 10. 
They fled to him as the righteouſneſs provided for the 
guilty and deſtitute; and by the enjoyment ot him, 
under this character, they were diſpoſed to all other 
obedience. 

* Accordingly we find Barnabas exhorted thoſe at 
* Antivch, in whom he ſaw the grace of God, that 
« with purpoſe of heart they would c/cave unto the 
* Lord, The conſequence of which was, they aſſem- 
* bled together in the appointed church-order, and 
« denied themſelves in ſending relief to their brethren 
« in Judea.“ p. 365. 

Did they not aflemble as members of Chriſt, and 
partakers of his righteouſneſs? Did they not cleave 
to him as the Lord their righteouſneſs? Or did they 
only fall into the appointed church-order, in order to 
eſcape the wrath to come? If fo, what is now be- 
come of the ſuſſicient righteouſneſs? or, in ſhort, of 
all the apoſtolic exhortations, which conſtantly pro- 
ceed upon the certainty of ſalvation by Chriſt, as the 
principle of all the obedience they call for. 

ce what effect the knowledge of Chriſt had on 
«* Paul, and what was his ſteady purpoſe : Tea doubt- 
* leſs, and I count all things but loſs, for the excellency 
* of the knowledge of Chriſt Feſus my Lord.” Ibid. 

Paul ſays, My Lord, the thing we plead for, and 
counts himſelf apprehended of Chriſt Feſus. So that it 
is plain, he ran not as uncertainly, he fought not as one 
that beateth the air. And as his aſſurance did not 
allow him, or lead him to trifle, or flacken his dili- 
gence in preſſing forward to the deſired end; ſo, on 
the other hand, his preſſing forward was far from 
being the refult of his uncertainty ; far from being a- 
nimated with a view to know by his performances, 
whether the divine ſovereignty had interpoſed in his 
behalt. | 

Palæmon does not approve of A/þa/io ſaying, © You 
„ mult endeavour, diligently endeavour, to believe.“ 
[bid. But we may plead, in his excuſe, that Aſpaſio 
1s not here preſling to receive a report as true without 
evidence, but to appropriate and live by the revealed 
righteouſneſs; to obtain and maintain thereby that 
certainty of acceptance with God, which was neceſ- 
ſary to animate and incline to all evangelical obedience, 
and is included in every apoſtolic exhortation. Where- 


fore as ye have always obeyed—As ye hare received Chriſt 


Feſus the Lord, fo walk in hin Mort cut your own ſal- 
vation Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal 
life, &c. And thus underſtood, we may allow, with 
Palzmon, that © by ſuch arguments God worketh in 
them that believe, both to will and to do, not an 


thing in order to juſtification, but all thoſe things 


* wherein their ſalvation is evidenced.” p. 367. 

If a friend of mine ſhould fee me cheartul, on 
“hearing ſomething new, and I ſhould tell him, I was 
* comforted by an act of faith; would he not fay I 


t54 


4 

. 

| 
1 


22 —K— — —— OE I 
. . 


—gꝑ— 


a P - — 
* - o 
22 


ä . 
1 — Had m = — cou Va — 2 
* V 2 = — _ = — 
* —— Cs —__ 
2 — F 
. — => Lc 2 : 2 7 2 
WW — — + — g 3 q gs. „ - 
„ ͤ— ———— ä IOESLSSC. — 
„ eee * — 


— - — — 
r ⁵ . ⁰ . or EDIT 


—— 


— 
- — * 
2 * 
aſſo x 


2 * _ 
—— — 3 
— - 


7 - 
— * — 
. _ 


4 A DEFENCE or THERON any ASPAS1 0. 


« trifled with him, and readily aſk what good news I 
% had heard, that he might partake in my ſatisfaction?” 
369. 

But this repreſentation does not reach thoſe who 
plead for an immediate and conſtant living upon the 
complete and perfect righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
They are comforted by h:s acts, and their own has no 
other concern in it. | | 

Faith, with its effects, is in ſcripture often ſigni- 
<« fied by one expreſſion, and accordingly connected 
« with ſalvation, as when it is ſaid, Whoſcever ſhall 
« call on the name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved. Now, 
„though we cannot ſay that a believer is ſaved on 
« account of his prayers ; yet we may ſay, that he is 
«« ſaved on account of what he believes, and by which 
« he is encouraged to pray. It is eaſy to ſee love and 
hope expreſſed in all the prayers of faith recorded 
*in the ſcripture; yet it would be abſurd to infer 
*& from thence, that prayer, love, and faith, are re- 
+ quiſites in order to juſtification : for, if we agree 
„ with the apottles, we muſt ſtill maintain, that ju- 
* ſtification comes by faith, and not by works, not 
by any thing we do in obedience to any law what- 
« ſ Ge ver. Þ. 370. 

And at the ſame time it muſt be acknowledged, that 
faith is duty and obedience to the divine Jaw, and in 
this ſenſe a work : for, as our author has obſerved, 
p. 254. © Will not that law which Chriſt came to 
< tulhl, the law which requires love to God with all 
« the heart, condemn all who by their unbelief make 
« God a liar? Does not the Spirit of God convince 
„all whom he brings to the knowledge of the truth, 
« of ſin, becauſe they believe not on Chriſt? In 
„ fine, is there any thing contrary to the goſpel 
< of the glory of the bleſſed God, not condemn- 
* ed by the divine law?” How can theſe be recon- 
ciled, unleſs we admit that faith is ſo far a work, 
duty, or obedience, as has been above mention- 
ed. Yet, as Palæmon maintains, we are juſtified 
only by what ve believe. We are juſtified by faith 
as we are pleaſed with a light, that is, with what we 
ſee. And God juſtifies us by faith when he gives 
us this ſight or faith, whereby we are thus juſtified. 
And thus to be juſtified by Chriſt's blood, and to be 
juſtified by faith, 1s the ſame thing. 

If Palemon will abide by what he ſays, p. 371. that 
« the ſcriptures point forth the freedom of divine 
cc yo to the _—_ aſide all human diſtinctions, in 
* {uch language as this, I any man will come after 
% me; - Let him that heareth ſay come; and whoſover 
e will, let him take of the water of life freely,” p. 371. 
we are then agreed ; this 1s the foundation of all we 
plead for, that ſinners, as ſuch, are made welcome to 
take of the water of life freely. EIT 

« If the ſcriptures deſcribe behevers as pilgrims, 
and ſtrangers on earth, as running the Chriſtian 
race, denying themſelves for the ſake of the heaven- 
ly mheritance, and accordingly hing for refuge, to 
« lay hold upon the hope ſet before them; our preachers, 
ever mindful of their acts of faith, are ready to ex- 
hort us to put forth the acts of hing to Chriſt, and 
« laying hold on him.“ p. 372. 

The paſſage alluded to is Heb. vi. 18. 19. That by 
two immutable things, in which it was impoſſible for God 
to lie, we might have a ſtrong conſolation, who have fled 
for refuge, to lay hold upon the hope ſet before us. Which 
hope we have as an anchor of the ſoul, both ſure and 
/ledfaſl, &c. WO HAVE FLED is an act paſled, and 
bears a manifeſt reference to flying from the revenger 
of blood to the cities of refuge, Numb. xxxv. 27. to 
which city the man- layer being fled, was, while there, 
ſecure; not in his act, but in the privilege of the city 
wherein he now dwelt ; and waited unto the death of 


the high prieſt, as the hope ſet before him. The hope 


ſet before us, the apoſtle tells us we yet ſee not, but 
with patience wait for it, Rom. viii. 2 5. But how can 


we with patience wait for it, if it is not a 
anchor of the foul, both ſure and ſtedſaſt? 
apoſtle ſays in another place, I % run, not as 
Yet as his ſecurity lay in that 1nghteouſne 
alone, he kept His body (all his temporal co 

der ſubjection thereto, 42 as the — — = 
the city of refuge, knowing there was no ſafet yg 
him elſewhere. When a man performs his acts of = 
bedience, that he may thereby gain himſelf aconſcioy, 
title, poſſeſſion, or enjoyment, of the favour of God. 
it is but of little moment whether he ſtyles it the fl. 
vour of God by Chriſt, or by any other name. H 
way to come at it is ſtill the ſame, by his own 3 
dience. Nor can this be flying for refuge to Chriſt 
but rather chuſing my own performances as my ſecy- 
rity, and betaking myſelf to them. 

« If Barnabas exhorts thoſe in whom he ſu the 
grace of God, with purpoſe of heart to cleave uy; 
„ the Lord, after the example of the believers who 
« were ſaid to be added unto the Lord, when ther 
were added to the ſociety of the diſciples, keer,. 
ing his commands, then we are told that Jultifying 
ce faith is a cleaving to Chriſt,” Ibid. , 

It will anſwer our purpoſe, and convey our who!s 
meaning, to ſay, The faith which juſtifies cleaves t. 
Chriſt ; and in exhorting to cleave to Chriſt, we cn. 
hort to continue in the faith. The phraſe, Beli-:; 
were the more added to the Lord, is, very evidently, nei. 
ther more nor leſs, than that many more were begot— 
ten to the faith. As to what relation theſe phraſes 
may alſo bear to fellowſhip in the goſpel, ſee the an- 
{wer to p. 365. in p. 457. 

« But A paſio tells us, in this page, that it is the 
* oflice of faith, fo tate and uſe the ineſtimable gift. l. 
« in this, or any other part of the New Teſtament, 
„more be meant by receiving Chriſt, than knowing 
« him, or believing on him, then I am ready to ſhew, 
e that more than fazth is meant, namely, faith with 
« its fruits and effects.“ p. 373. 

By receiving Chriſt more may be meant than ning 
him, but not more than velieving on him. We may be 
ſaid to know a thing when its evidence forces itſelt 
upon the mind; but to believe on Chriſt, is, in the 
ſcripture- ſenſe, the ſubject of exhortation. If Pala. 
mon will confine himſelf to mean by faith, no more 
than a paſhve conviction of truth, it ſhall be allowed 
him, that by believing on Chriſt, more than he means 
by faith is intended. The ſame may be ſaid of the 
phraſes /aying hold, leaning, &c. more 1s allowed to be 
meant by theſe expreſſions than Pa/emon means by 
faith. At the ſame time it may be aſürmed, that thele 
expreſſions of activity © do not contribute their quota” 
to our juſtification, ſince we are juſtified by the righ- 
teouſneſs received, truſted, or leaned upon, and not 
by our act. We are juſtified by what ve recerve, even 
as Palæmon will allow we are juſtified by het we be- 
lieve. 

« The faith of the goſpel is indeed the baſis of 
« truſt.“ p. 374. | 

If ſo, we are agreed again, for this trat we call bel. 
ving on Chriſt. If the faith of the goſpel is the b 
truſt, it is of appropriation ; for how can I truſt in 
that wherein I am not allowed to take any ſhare? | 
we are not allowed to truſt in the Redeemer's righ- 
teouſneſs when abſolutely guilty, the faith of the g0- 
ſpel is not the baſis of truſt. In Palæmon's view, the 
goſpel only ſhews us the poſſibility of the ſalvation of 
the elect, and cannot therefore be the baſis of truſt to 
a ſinner, but the diſcovery of his obedience as giving 
him hopes that he is one of the elect, is, in fact, the 
matter wherein his fruſt is founded. ; 

« If one approaching to a frozen lake or river, 0 
„ which he pe occaſion to paſs, tells me, that he has 
« been aſſured, by good information, that the ice Wa! 
« ſufficiently ſtrong to ſupport him; and yet, alte! 
« all, proves timorous, and averie to make the ti 4, 


t preſent the 
Or, as the 
uncertain, 


is of Chriſt 
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40 turing his perſon freely upon it ; I plainly perceive 
6 2 Io no 1 f report he heard; becauſe he 
« does not truſt in it; or, which is the ſame thing, 
« he cannot truſt, rely, confide in, or venture him- 
« ſelf upon the ice.” bid. , 

There cannot be a more apt illuſtration of what we 
plead for. And he that ventures his eternal concerns 
on the all- ſufficient righteouſneſs of Chriſt, with the 
{ame confidence that he that believes the ice will bear 
him ventures his body upon that, will not be averſe 
to run the riſk of his intereſt and reputation alſo for 
the fake of it. We can therefore have no objection 

Palemon, when he ſays, 
we” If one tells me, that he believes the goſpel, and 
« yet proves averſe to rilk his intereſt or reputation 
« in the world for the ſake of it; I immediately per- 
« ceive, that whatever he ſpeaks with his mouth, he 
« does not in his heart believe the goſpel, becauſe he 
« puts no truſt in it.“ p. 375. 

« Perhaps it will now be inquired, are no rules to be 
« obſerved, no means to be uſed, no works to be ex- 
« erted by the human mind or body, 1n order to ju- 
« ſtification ? The anſwer is ready : Yes, very many. 
« And they may be thus ſhortly ſummed up : Be per- 
« fect, keep the commandments, and thou ſhalt hve. 
« The obligation of the law is eternal, and cannot be 
« looſed. But, perhaps, another ſtate of the queſtion 
« will be demanded, and that faith ſhould be more 
« directly reſpected therein: Well then, let it ſtand 


thus: Ought not a man to be at pains to attain the 


« perſuaſion, that all the pains he takes are good for 
« nothing, except to enhance his guilt? Here, me- 
„thinks, we are landed at downright abſurdity. For 
« who will labour in hopes of being convinced, that 
e all his labour is to no purpoſe, unleſs to his hurt?“ 
p. 387. 388. > 

This we may allow to be very well ſtated, with re- 
ſpect to the perſons whom it concerns. But the que- 
ſtion between our author and Aſpaſio, really ſtands 
thus: Are no rules to be obſerved, no means to be 
uſed, no acts to be exerted by the human mind or 
body, to arrive at the certainty of our own particular 
juſtification? Palæmon ſays, Yes, a great many, as 
many as will ſerve to demonſtrate that we are elected. 
Aſpaſio ſays, Only thankfully to receive or accept the 
bleſſings as freely given: and all the direction given 
by Aſpaſio, reſpects this queſtion, and not the fufli- 
ciency of the finiſhed work of Chriſt to juſtify the 
moſt guilty. 

* The delign of the paſſage (Rom. x. 19. 20. 21.) 
< 13 plainly to ſhew, that faith comes not by any hu- 
* man endeavours, or the uſe of any means, even 
* under the greateſt advantages that men can enjoy, 
* but of that ſame ſovereign good pleaſure which 
provided the grand thing believed.” p. 390. 

Here is then, notwithſtanding all Palæmon's exact- 
nels, a ſamething more than the finiſhed work of Chriſt, 
a ſomething called faith, which he tells us comes * of 
that ſame ſovereign good pleaſure which provided 


; the grand thing believed.” Palæmon will reply, he 


means no more than believing that which is provided 
is ſuſſicient; nor do we mean any more by appropria- 
tion, than receiving that which is ſufficient, as belie- 


ving it to be freely 2 to us for that purpoſe. 


* I would here ſubjoin, by way of poſtſcript to 


«c * . * 
this, ſome reflections on the aſſurance or appropria- 


tion (aid to be eſſential to ſaving faith. 


„ While various terms and diſtinctions are coined 
by popular preachers on this ſubject, great neglect 
„ W mewu to a very plain and obvious diſtinction, 
x which Paul makes betwixt the affurance of faith, 
and the aflurance of hope.” p. ; | 
Pon a review of the ſcriptures to ſee what foun- 
dation there was for this remark, I gathered the fol- 


lowin g: 


1. In regard to faith. Being juſtified by faith, we 
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have peace with God, through our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
Rom. v. i. All joy and peace in believing, Rom. xv. 1 3. 
and not by what Pa/zmon ityles aſſurance of hope ga- 
thered from a diſcovery of our faith, love, and ſelt- 
denied obedience. 

The language of faith is not barely concerning o— 
thers, the elect, c. But we believe, that, through the 


grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, WE fhall be ſaved, Acts 
XV. 11. 


Faith is deſcribed, Heb. xi. 25. 26. to be ſo far the 
aſſurance of eternal life by Chriſt, as to be, on that 
very account, the victery that overcomes the world. 

They that died in faith, not having received the pro- 
miſes, but having ſeen them afar off, and were perſuaded 
of and embraced them, and (therefore) confeſſed they were 

rangers and pilgrinis on the earth, Heb. xi. 23. did 
they not appropriate theſe promiſes ? or, did they on- 
ly conſider them as belonging to the elect, and them- 
ſelves uncertain whether they were of the number, till 
they could di:cover it by the diſcovery of their faith, 
love, and ſelt-denied obedience ? 

The aſſurance of faith proceeds upon having bolJne/7 

to enter into the holteſt by the blood of Fefus,— by a way 
conſecrated for us, —and having a high prieſt over the 
houſe of God, Heb. x. 19. 22. And can all this be in 
2 hxed uncertainty, or without appropriation ? Can 
I draw near, as having a way conſecrated, or as ha- 
ving a high prieſt over the houſe of God; and, at the 
ſame time, don't know whether I have or no ? 
If we are condemned for aſking doubtingly, James 
i. 6. 7. and for little faith in providence, Matth. vi. zo. 
does not the oppolite character imply a certainty of 
divine tavour and regard by ſovereign grace, inde- 
pendent of a diſcovery of our previous obedience ? 

Rom. xiv. 23. Whatſcever is not of faith Ci. e. what- 
ſoever action 1s not of confidence of acceptance with 
God) is /in. Does not this ſcripture make confidence 
eſſential to faith? 

Rom. iv. 5. To him that worketh not, but believeth en 
him that juſtifieth the ungodly, &c. Is not this incon- 
ſiſtent with waiting to be godly, before I dare put my 
truſt in him ? 

We cannot call on him in whom we have not believed, 
Rom. x. 14. that is, we cannot call in faith, nothing 
doubting, as above, Fam. 1. 6. | 

It is the divine commandment to belizve in his name, 
1 John iii. 23. and it is the ſtrength of faith again/ 
hope, of what we ſee or feel, to helieve in hope of what 
God has freely given and promiſed. 

Eph. iii. 12. In whom we have boldneſs and acceſs 
with confidence by the FaiTH of him. Can this be where 
there is no appropriation ? 

Gal. v. 5. We, through the Spirit, wait for the hope 
of righteouſneſs by FatTH. Can this be ſaid in uncer- 
tainty? or in a conditional certainty depending on 
our performance ? 

Can the dead live by believing on him, according to 
John xi. 25. if they are to wait till they feel life firſt ? 

2, In regard to hope, we are told, that not our per- 
formances, but God's promiſe and oath are the „ron 
conſolation of them who have fled for refuge to lay bold 
of the ops. ſet before them; which hope we have as an 
anchor of the ſoul, both SURE and STEDFAST, and which 
entereth into that within the vail. Heb. vi. 18. 19. 

We are told to hold faſt the beginning of our confi 
dence—the confidence and rejoicing of the * firm unto 
the end. Heb. iii. 6. 

As we have not ſeen and yet have believed, ſo we are 
ſaid to hope for that we ſee net, and patiently wait for 

it, Rom. vi. 25. We are ſaved through faith, Eph. 
ii. 8. We are ſaved by hope, Rom. viii. 23. We are 
ſuid to purify ourſelves by this hope, 1 John iii. 3. To 
have our hearts purified by faith, Acts xv. 9. 7, Pu- 
rify our ſouls in obeying the truth through the Spirit, unto 
the unfeigned love of the brethren, 1 Pet. i. 22. We 
are ſaid to be all the children of God by faith in 
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Chriſt, Gal. iii. 29. to be begotten again to à lively hope, 
not through a diſcovery of our obedience, but by the 
reſurrection of Chriſt from the dead, 1 Pet. i. 3- And 
the God of hope fills us with all joy and peace in belie- 
ving, Rom. xv. 13. And being juſtified by faith, we 
rejoice in the hope of the glory of God, Rom. v. 2. 

When we are exhorted, 1 Pet. iii. 15. to be ready 
always to give an anſwer to every man that aſteth us a 
reaſon of the hope that is in us, T apprehend our faith, or 
that truth we believe, is that reaſon, and not our own 
righteouſneſs or qualifications. Upon this review of 
theſe ſcriptures, it appears to me, that Palæmon's re- 
fincment upon the ſcripture-phraſes, to the excluding 
appropriation or certainty of ſalvation from faith, and 
a\cribing it wholly to a diſcovery of our inherent qua- 
lifications, under the name of aſſurance of hope, is 
not ſo ſcripturally founded as he has imagined. 

« The aſſurance of hope, is enjoyed only by thoſe 
« who give all diligence to obtain it.“ p. 393. 

That they are exhorted to thew the ſame diligence to 
the full afſurance of hope unto the end, is true. We are 
alſo to hold faſt the beginning of our conhdence ſtedfa/t 
unto the end. 

The firſt of theſe (the aſſurance of faith) was call- 
* cd for in a man's firſt profeſſion of the faith, upon 
« his firſt hearing the goſpel, in order to his being ac- 
„% knowledged for a Chriſtan.” 16:9. 

Hope is alſo called the hope of our calling by the goſpel, 
Eph. i. 18. not the hope of our obedience, or hope 
ariſing from our qualifications. And upon a man's 
firſt hearing the goſpel, when he was firſt begotten a- 
gain by the word of truth, he is ſaid to be begotten 
again unto a lively hope, by the reſurrection of Chriſt from 
the dead, 1 Pet. i. 3. Chriſt is ſaid to dwell in our hearts 
by FAITH, Eph. iii. 17. and Col. i. 27. as our Hope of 
glory. And if he is not thus in us, we are ſaid to be 
not young profeſſors, or young Chriſtians, but re- 
probates. 

The aſſurance of faith is likewiſe neceſſary to the 
« drawing near to God in his worſhip.” p. 394. 

We are likewiſe ſaid to draw near to God by the bet- 
ter hope, Heb. vii. 19. which hope we have as an anchor 
of the ſoul both SURE and STEDFAST, 

„ The aſſurance of hope again, is an enjoyment 
c propoſed to them who believed.” Jbid. 

A ſtedfaſt continuance, full aſſurance, and increaſe 
in the faith, is propoſed to them alſo. 

The aſſurance of hope, then, holds pace, firſt and 
& Jaſt, with the work and labour of love.” Vid. 

The apoſtolic hope held pace, firſt and laſt, with the 
apoſtolic faith; and love or charity followed both. 
The apoſtles do not teach the order to be faith, love, 
and Hope, becauſe I love; but faith, in the revealed 
righteouſneſs, is the ſpring of hope ; and love flowing 
from both. Now abideth faith, hope, and charity; 
theſe three as the root, and not the fruit of our obedi- 
ENCE. 

« There was no Chriſtian, however eminent, in the 
« days of the apoſtles, but needed the exhortation, to 
„ give all diligence for maintaining and confirming 
e the aſſurance of hope.” bid. 

Nor was any Chriſtian ſo far advanced, but he might 
be exhorted to be ſtrong in the grace which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and continue in the faith grounded and ſettled. 
* yy They often called on men to examine themſelves.” 

id, 

They declared remiſſion of fin immediately in Chriſt's 
name, as the truth whereby we paſs from death to life. 
They did not teach people to find remiſſion of fin by 
the way of their inherent diſpoſitions, or works; but 
when the apoſtle Paul was called upon for a proof of 
Chriſt ſpeaking in him, he bid the Corinthians examine 
themſelves for that proof; for if they had not received 
Chriſt, they were reprobates; and if they had, they 


were his epiſtle of commendation, agreeable to what he 
had ſaid, chap. iii.— iii. 5. 


THERON AND ABPASTO 


* No man, then, can be charged with the ſi 


e diſbclieving the goſpel, for doubting, if n of 
« good Chriſtian.” Tbid. 8, it he be a 
But he may, for doubting whether Chriſt is given 


to him in the divine declarations to ſinners 
ther he may truſt to thoſe declarations ; or, for doubt 
ting whether he may venture his eternal concerns 1. 
on Jeſus Chriſt alone, without, and before any NA 
covery of his excellency above other men. 

Vea, we find the apoſtles ready to quaſh the con. 
* fidence of thoſe who were ready to conclude their 
„ ſtate was changed, by ſuch awful fentences as this 
He that faith I know him, and keepeth not his commang. 
* ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” p. 295 

They who profefled the faith and hope of Chriſci. 
ans, and were evidently not influenced by the Cini. 
ſtan love, to obſerve the commandments of him in 
whom they profeſſed to believe, were undoubtedly the 
ſubjects of this cenſure ; which may well be admitted 
without any contradiction to the hope of a guilty fin- 
ner by Chriſt alone. 

«© The apoſtles frequently declare their aſfurance of 
& faith and of hope in the ſame paſſage. While they 
* expreſs their faith in Chriſt, they are at the ſame time 
% confident of their intereſt in him.” Jbid. 

This proves, that either the apoſtles Chriſtian he 
ſtood in a nearer connection with their faith, and 
ſprung more immediately from their doctrine, than 
Palemon will admit of ; or elſe that he is more accy- 
rate than they in deſcribing it. 

„This joint aſſurance they ſometimes expreſs in 
5 fellowſhip with all that follow their footſteps, and 
often, in language plainly, diſtinguiſhing the apoſtles 
«© themſelves from other profeſſors of the faith.“ Ii. 

The 1 John v. 11. is not of this ſort: This is the re 
cord, which he that believeth, hath in himſelf ; he that 
believeth it not, maketh God a har, becauſe he believetl 
not the record which he gave of his Son. And Tis 13 
THE RECORD that God hath given, not to us apoſtles, 
excluſive of others; not to us who can ſay, God, I 
thank thee, I am not as other men; but to us, guilty, 
ſinners, loſt, c.; to us, as numbered with them, 
who, in not believing it, make-God a liar. God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 80 
given him, that he that hath the Son hath life, and be 
that hath not the Son of God, hath not life ; it being only 
to be received, poſſeſſed, or enjoyed in receiving, poſ- 
ſeſſing, and enjoying of him. 

The ſame Spirit, acting as the Comforter, is given 
ce only to thoſe who are already the friends of Chrilt. 
« Jo this purpoſe, Paul ſays, Gal. iv. 6. And becalſ 
« ye are ſons, God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Sin 
% znto your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” p. 397. 

That is, and becauſe ye, while enemies, have recei- 
ved, through the goſpel, the adoption of children by Je. 
ſus Chriſt, Eph. i. 5. Becauſe, alſo, according to the ful. 
neſs of time, ye are ſons; the church being come out 
of her nonage. As a proof of this, it is evident, God 
hath not given you the ſpirit of bondage again to fea", 
but he hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 
whereby ye obtain ſuch a diſcovery of ſalvation to the 
guilty, as enables you to cry, Abba, Father. 

„The Holy Spirit then acts a twofold part, 25 he 
* breathes in the goſpel. He reconciles enemies, and 
„ he comforts friends.” Ibid. : 

He reconciles and coinforts enemies in the fame in- 
ſtant, and by the ſame truth; ſo the diſtinction 18 not 
propetly founded. Beſides, the conſolation we have 
by Chriſt to the end, is of the ſame nature with the 
beginning; the grace that is manifeſt in Chriſt Jeſus 
to the guilty. Not but that we have alſo the add. 
tional conſolation of thoſe ſayings which relate to ot 
witneſſing and ſuffering for the truth. 

« What then ſhall we ſay of thoſe 
« the apoſtolic conſolation, whoſe very 


« Chriſtianity, inſtead of being any 


, Or, whe. 


pretenders to 
profeſſion 0 
loſs to them, 


their reputation for piety, and procures 


da 
22 deem and revereace from the world ?” 


« them C 


p. J ill ſay, their conſolation is not apoſtolic, that 


ace of the croſs has ceaſed with them, or that 
_—_ of the world. But it is very plain, Aſpaſio's 
appropriation, or that truſt wherein he is comforted, 
has not had * elfect; however he may have been 
red on other accounts. 1 
e's latter times, not a few have, from the hand 
« of church-authority, ſupported by ſecular power, 
« endured the fame ſufferings which the apoſtles met 
« with from the Fews and Romans, and accordingly 
« enjoyed the ſame conſolation. It was very natural 
« for ſuch of them as were writers, to commend the 
faith which thus wrought by love.“ id. 
They ſuffered as maintaining the certainty of ſalva- 
tion by Chriſt alone; and did not ground their cer- 
tainty upon their ſuſferings ; although they were tar 
from being diſcouraged thereby, but endured them 
with additional 1 Their aſſurance gave the 
flence, and cauſed their ſuflerings. 
6 Shall we ſay, that theſe * of Chriſt would 


„ have approved of that aſſurance of an intereſt in 


« him, which men now pretend to acquire by ſome 
« heart-work, in a full conſiſtency with their worldly 
<« eaſe and reputation!“ . 399. 

Nor does Aſpaſio plead for ſuch an aſſurance; what 
he pleads for is founded only upon the divine decla- 
rations to guilty ſinners; and is far from having the 
approbation of the devout and honourable of the 
world, however they may profeſs to eſteem his wri- 
tings on account of the elegancy of the ityle, or ſome 
particulars foreign to his main intention in them. 

« The modern afſurance—proceeds on the principle, 
« that the ſimple truth believed, aftords no joy nor 
« coinſort.“ p. 402. 

This cannot be our caſe who plead for the joy and 
comfort of the ſuſſicient righteouſneſs, as given freely 
to the guilty in thoſe evangelical declarations. See 
cemark on p. 8 5. in p. 451. 

« Will the news 07 a plentiful importation of corn, 
in the time of famine, give joy to many ready to 
« periſh, and revive even the pooreſt with the hope 
e that they may be fed?“ Jbid. 

Will the joy and comfort of this news be ſet aſide, 
by underitanding that the corn 1s freely given for us 
to live upon without money or price? Will not this 
rather enhance the joy? Does not the pooreſt re- 
ceive comfort from Ga tidings, becauſe they expect 
cither to be able to buy ſome, or to have ſome given 
them? Sce remark on p. 429. 

Vet no man knows certainly, but his preſent day 

e may be his laſt,” 
But the joy created by the news above mentioned, 
procceds on a contrary ſuppoſition, vz. That he ſhall 
live, and be ſuſtained by it. Beſides, the bread of life 
concerns a day that will never have an end, therefore 
this uncertainty is foreign to the purpoſe. 

And however dithdent the convert” (that is, the 
convert of Aſpaſio's ſtamp) © be, he is ſtill ſuppoſed 
to be poſſeſſed of ſome degree of aſſurance, provi- 
* ded he blame himſelf for the want of it.“ p. 403. 
He is ſuppoſed to live by Chriſt alone, as his ſuffi- 
cient righteouſneſs, who condemns every word, work, 

r thought, to the contrary, or who fights this fight 
of faith againſt all oppoſitions and trials, inward or 
outward. But though we may make ſuch an allov-- 
ance, this is not our point. The queſtion is not ſo 
much about whether I believe, let that make itſelf 
evident. The proper queſtion to be always conſidered 
and reſted in, is this: Does God give to guilty me 
eternal life in his Son? Is this the —.— of my 3 
and the ſource of my love and obedience? DO! live, 


not by my notion that I am a believer, but do I live 
by this? | 


No XX, 
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„ They (the devils) believe, they hate, and yet they 


ce tremble at that truth which Chriſt's people believe, 
& love, and find ſalvation in. With them are ranked 
& all thoſe of mankind, who know as much of the 
« truthas inclines them to hate and pervert it.“ p. 405. 

Yet it cannot be {aid of the devils, they have the 
ſame confidence. It cannot be ſaid of the devils, that 
they reccive or appropriate the divine righteouſneſs ag 
freely given to them, or that they ſee any foundation 
for it. | 

In this view, the ſame truth is the ſavour of life 
e unto lite unto ſome, and of death unto death unta 
others. In this view, the ſame truth is the object 
„ of contempt and chagrin to ſome, and of love and 
„joy to others.” bid. 

True it is to, but not by both believing it alike for 
themſelves. 


LETTER VI 


We are now then to conſider faith as a principle 
« of liſe and action.” p. 406. | 

Palemon is here obliged to admit of a different con- 
ſideration of faith. If he conſidered it in juſtification 
as a principle of life and action, he would have been 
involved in the mittakes he has been oppoſing. If on 
the other hand he denied faith to be a principle of life 
and action, he would overthrow the principle of the 
Chnilian obedience he pleads for. Now, God he 1s 
thus obliged to take up this diſtinction for himſelf, 
why ſhould he not allow it to Aſpaſo? Why ſhould 
he not allow that appropriation, although it is an 
act, or work exerted by the human mind, in conſe- 
quence of the belict of the goſpel, and as a principle 
ot all other Chriſtian obedience ; yet we are not ju- 
ſtiked by our appropriating perſuaſion, but by the 
righteouſneſs we appropriate, even as Palæamen ſays, 
we are juitiked by what we believe, and not by faith, 
as a principle of life and action. See obſ. on p. 483. 

* And here we mult carefully diſtinguiſh betwixt 
all works by which men would pretend to acquire 
faith, and thoſe which faith produces: for if we will 
* contend that juſtification comes by faith without 
* works, and that there is no acceptable working but 
* what follows upon this, and yet maintain that faith 
* 18 acquired by works, we undoubtedly reaſon in a 
* a circle. And however ſeriouſly and devoutly we 
* may be occupied in this kind of reaſoning, it is 
* evident we are employed in nothing elſe but ſolemn 
* trick and diſſimulation; unleſs it may be pled in 
* our behalf, that we are impoſing on ourſelves by 
© the ſame means by which we impoſe upon others. 

Men are juſtified by the knowledge of a righteouſ- 
* nels ſiniſhed in the days of Tiberius, and this know- 
«* ledge operates upon them, and leads them to work 
* righteouſneſs. / ye know, ſays the apoitle John, 
„ that he is righteous, ye know that every one that deli. 
&« righteouſneſs is born of him. Faith is not acquired, 
hut is obtained, as Peter ſays, (ras xazvo:) To them who 
e have OBTAINED BY LOT like precious faith with us, 
« Of two criminals juſtly condemned to die, if one 
e eſcapes by a favourable throw of the dice, and the 
« other dies for his crime, we ſee mercy in the de- 
« liverance of the former, and no injuſtice in the 
« death of the latter. Two men may be employ- 
«< cd with equal diligence in ſtudying the ſcripture, 
e and with equal ſeriouſneſs in praying for divine 
« aſſiſtance; the one may come to know the truth, 
« and the other may grope in the dark all his life- 
« time. He who comes to knew it, plainly per- 
« ccives that he has found what he was not ſecking 
after: He plainly ſees, that his moſt ſerious devo- 
* tion was pointed in direct oppoſition to what now 
«© comforts him.” p. 406. 407. 

Nevertheleſs the truth being declared, they may, 
like the noble Bereans, ſearch the ſcriptures, whether 
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„ Thus the word of life is held forth in the world — 
& ſerving as a mean of divine appointment to lead 
& ſome to the faith, and render others inexcuſable.“ 

408. 

a This is a proper reply to Palæmon's own objection, 
p- 350. © That the grant of the goſpel is a gitt of be- 
ce nefits to multitudes who are never benefited there- 
* by.” It ſerves as a means of divine appointment to 
lead ſome to faith, and leave others inexcuſable. 

« The change made upon a man by the belief of 
* the goſpel, may be thus illuſtrated : When Lazarus 
« was revived to the enjoyment of this mortal life, 
&« neither his will, nor is power were concerned in 
te the obtaining of life. Yet his life could no other- 
« wiſe be continued and enjoyed, but in his voluntary 
ce exerciſe of it. As ſoon as he revived, tlie principle 
6 of ſelf-preſervation, with all its hopes and fears, 
« behoved immediately to be ſet in motion. No ſoon- 
„ er was he poſſeſſed of life, than the active love of it 
*& behoved to take place. Accordingly no ſooner does 
4 a man begin to know the grace of God in truth, than 
% love to it takes place in his heart. Love is tlie ac- 
&« tivity of that life which a man obtains by faith, for 
« faith worketh by love.” 161d. 

But what is all this to the doctrine of working in 
painful defire and fear, till we come to the enjoyment 
of life, or the knowledge that we have life? Lazarus 
had no principle of ſelf-preſervation before he was 
conſcious he had a felt to preſerve, nor had he any 
love of life before he enjoyed it. In like manner we 
can have no love to that grace of God we know not, 
nor deſire to preſerve that life we never enjoyed. 

« If a man of low condition, 1s by a royal patent 
© ennobled, and entitled to a place in the politeſt aſ- 
c ſemblies, he cannot enjoy the pleaſures of his pro- 
« motion, but in as far as he loves and ſtudies to learn 
„ the manners ſuitable to his rank and company.” 

409. 

And his motive to this improvement of theſe man- 
ners is, that he is promoted to a ſtation he deſires to 
enjoy more perfectly. So we being called to the 
adoption of children by Jeſus Chriſt, toil no more in 
the way of painful deſire and fear, to attain to a con- 
ſciouſneſs of the privilege, but as partakers of it, are 
influenced thereby. 

« The apoſtle John, ſpeaking of obedience to the 
« new commandment of love, ſays, Beloved, if our 
« hearts condemn us not, then have we confidence towards 
©« God; that is, if, notwithſtanding our natural bias 
« againſt the goſpel, with its remaining effects, giving 
« us daily diiqquiet, our heart condemn us not as de- 
te ſtitute of love to that truth which the world hates, 
„ then we have confidence towards God; even as 
«© much confidence as the teſtimony of our own con- 
& ſcience can give us.“ p. 414. 

This is plainly not the confidence which the truth 
itſelf affords a guilty ſinner, but confidence “ that 


« we are not deſtitute of love to that truth the world 


„ hates.” The former is our life, the latter is only 
an additional corroborating comfort, 

« Yet this is but one witneſs, and needs to be ſup- 
% ported. For in this caſe one may be liable to doubts, 
be [et even his own conſcience ſhould be partial in his 
„ favour.” 

If we have confidence in Chriſt by the truth itſelf 
as we are guilty ſinners; if Iam conſcious that the 
truth, or, which is the ſame thing, my faith, and 
confidence 1n it, works by love; it our hearts con- 
demn us not in this matter, then have we confidence 
towards God. Firſt, becauſe we are conſcious we 

roceed on divine authority. Secondly, we prove the 
leſſed effect of the truth. Theſe then are two wit- 
neſſes inſeparably united. The firſt a divine truth, 
the teſtimony of the divine Spirit, than which there 
cannot be a greater ground of certainty ; the lat- 
ter is the conſciouſneſs of the effect of that truth. . 
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« Here then the Spirit of truth, who FX 
„bear witneſs to the genuine effects h to 
* his teſtimony as a ſecond witneſs ſupportin ve 
* former. Thus Paul, after he had ſaid, 4; my, the 
« are led by the Spirit of God, they are the ens of 4 as 
* adds, The Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our j od ; 
« that we are the children of God.” p. 41. %%, 

The apoſtle Paul, after he had ſaid, 4. many as 
led by the Spirit of God, they are the ſons of Gd, adde 
For ye have not received the ſpirit of bondage * * 1 
fear ; but ye have received ſi. e. by the goſpel. truth) thes x 
rit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father ; and dil 
follow the words, The Spirit itſelf (which ye received 
in the hearing of the goſpel, emboldening us — 
finners to cry, Abba, Father, through the divine xj I 
teouſneſs freely given to us; this Spirit received in 
the goſpel) beareth witneſs with our ſpirit, that ww — 
the children of God, and not of them who deceive 
themſelves with vain thoughts. ; 

It is already granted, p. 397. that “ the Spirit ot 
ce truth never ſpeaks one word or ſentence to any 
« perlon beyond what is written in the ſcripture, 
And what is written in the ſcripture is either the _ 
Clarations of free ſalvation to ſinners in Jeſus Chriſt 
or divine aſſurances of no diſappointment to them that 
believe on Chriſt, or an account of the genuine ef. 
fects of faith. In the firſt we are taught to app! 
what is ſaid to ourſelves as ſinners : In the ſecond we 
are encouraged to believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
in affurance of ſalvation by him without diſappoint- 
ment: In the laſt we are informed of the genuine cf. 
fects of this truth, or faith, correſponding to what 
we find and feel to be true, when we believe accord- 
ing to that which is written, 

“ And this he (7. e. the Spirit) does by ſhedding 
“ abroad in the heart ſuch an abundant ſenſe of the 
« divine love, as leaves no room for, ſo caſts out, 
6 = anxious fear of coming ſhort of life everlaſting.” 
Ibid. 

The love ſhed abroad in the heart, is that manifeſt- 
ed in Chriſt dying for the ungodly when enemies and 
without ſtrength. Not love manifeſted to the quali- 
fied. For if when we were enemies we were reconciled 


to God by the death of his Son (given freely unto us), 


much more being reconciled, as is apparent to us in what 


we believe, and in its genuine effects, we have a hope 
(that maketh not afthamed) that we all be ſaved by 
his life ; that he who gave us righteouſneſs while 
enemies, will fave us for ever who are thus reconciled 
to him. | 

«© Thus that love to the truth, which former] 
« wrought in a way of painful deſire, attended wit 
„ many fears, is perfected by being crowned with 
« the higheſt enjoyment it is capable of in this mortal 
«6 Rate.” 1d. 

I do not read in the ſcripture of any love to the 
truth of the goſpel ſo deſcribed. Herein is love, not 
that we loved God, and he crowned us with enjoy- 
ment, but that he loved us, and ſent his Son, his only 
begotten Son, into the world, that we might live through 
him; ſent his Son to be a propitiation for our fins. If 
we who are of this truth love one another, his love is al- 
ready perfected in us. And we have known and believed 
the love that God hath to us. Herein is our love made per- 
feft. He that feareth, and is not emboldened by the 
truth to venture his everlaſting concerns upon Jeſus 
Chriſt alone, is not made perfect in love. We love him 
betauſe he firſt loved us, purifying our ſouls by obeying tht 
truth through the Spirit ; unto the unfeigned love 5 the 
brethren, as 1ts proper and genuine effect. 

« Jeſus Chriſt who loved his Father with a perfect 
c heart, even while ſorrowful unto death, receive 


« the higheſt proof of his being the beloved Son of 
God, when being exalted at the Father's right hand, 
« and being made moſt bleſſed with a ſenſe of bs 
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« love, he experienced fulneſs of joy in his preſence.” 
" he knew he was the Son of God before he 
had this higheſt proof; he, though ſorrowful unto 
death, had none of the anxious fear of coming ſhort 
of his glory, but was animated by , that glory. For 
the joy that was ſet before him, he endured the croſs, de- 
ſpiſing the ſhame. He received the word in its accom- 
pliſhment, as the higheſt confirmation of the veracity 
of what his Father had ſpoken. But ſurely he ſhew- 
ed himſelf entirely ſatisfied with the bare teſtimony; 
when he anſwered the tempter, Man ſhall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 


th of God. E 
we” ik report of this draws them who believe it to 


« love him, and ſuffer for his ſake. To ſuch Jeſus 
« Chriſt promiſed fellowſhip with him in the fulneſs 
« of joy.” bid. ; 

That fulneſs of joy muſt be in the life to come, ac- 
cording to P/al. xvi. 11. For in this life we walk by 
faith and not by ſight, and hope which is ſeen 1s not 
hope. And it is alſo acknowledged, that Jeſus him- 
ſelf did not enter into this joy till he ceaſed from this 
world. 

ohn xv. 10. 11. If ye keep my commandments, ye 
« ſhall abide in my love, even as I have kept my Father's 
« commandments, and abide in his love. Theje things 
« have 1 ſpoken unto you, that my 77 might remain in 


« you, and that your joy might be full.” Ibid. 
The commandments here ſpoken of are to believe, and 


love for the truth's ſake. The love and joy is that which 
is manifeſted by the word 1n this life ; and which net- 
ther /ife, nor death, nor angels, principalities, nor powers; 
nor any kind of ſuffering nor affliction, ſhall be able 
to ſeparate us from. Nevertheleſs we yet but hope for 
the fulneſs of joy that Jeſus is now arrived at, with 
hope that maketh not aſhamed, but animates us to be 
followers of Jeſus, enduring the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame. 

When the ſaving truth firſt ſhines into the hearts 
« of men, the effect is ſuitable to the divine promiſe, 
« Fer. xxxii. 40. I will put my fear in their hearts, 
« that they ſhall not depart from me. This fear dwell- 
ing in their hearts, checks and recalls them when 
« ready to be utterly led away by their former evil 
« inclinations. They are preſerved from falling away, 
„by the fear of falling away.“ p. 419. 420. 

This is no more than a fear of caution, conliſtent 
with the utmoſt confidence of the ſuſliciency of Chriſt, 
and the veracity and faithfulneſs of God. Conſiſtent 
with a firm perſuaſion, that nothing ſhall be able to ſe- 
parate us from the love of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord. The {laviſh fear which ariſeth from uncer- 
tainty, and is ſeeking after a differencing ſomething 
to remove our torment, is ſo far from preſerving us 
from falling, that it is rather a proof we are not 1atis- 
fied with the ſufficient righteouſneſs, with the ſuffi- 
cient ground of faith and hope, and have at preſent 
no part or lot in the matter. 

+ It is evident, that to have the Holy Spirit as the 
* comforter and earneſt of the heavenly inheritance; 
is an attainment far beyond any influences of the 
* Spirit that are common to thoſe who believe for a 
time, and thoſe who believe to the ſaving of the 
* ſoul. Yea, beyond the regenerating — of the 
Spirit, by which men are at firſt brought to the 
* knowledge of the truth, and taught to love it.” 


p. 420, 


3 To find by experience (in the effects of the report on 
, Hur minds) the truth of what they formerly believed on 
* teſtimony,” (which is what Palemon declares himſelf 
to mean, p. 416.), is certainly an attainment of another 
kind than the Joy and comfort of the truth itſelf. 
But that a conſcious certainty, that . 7 depend on the 
'* pronuſe of Chriſt, and run all hazards for his ſake,” 
is wink the ſcripture means by the comforter and earneſt 
ot the heavenly inheritance, does not ſo evidently ap- 
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pear : becauſe, 1. This is not taking of things of Chriſt, 
but taking of our things, and ſhewing them to us. 
2. It is not the Spirit's bearing witneſs itſelf with our 
ſpirits, but bearing witneſs by the medium of our 
obedience. , 3. It would be ſpeaking more to us thari 
what is written in the ſcripture. 4. This conſciouCb- 
neſs, and the joy accompanying it, was an attainment 
of the people of God before the reſurrection of Chriſt, 
as really as it has been ſince z whereas the Comforter 
promiſed was to be the conſequence of Chriſt's aſcen- 
ſion to his Father, and was firſt performed on the day 
of Pentecoſt, Ads ii. 33.. Laſtly, To wait for an at- 
tainment far beyond the knowledge of the truth, or, 
which is the ſame thing, of the power of Chriſt's re- 
ſurrection; ſerves, in fact, to ſet aſide that reſurrec- 
tion as inſufficient, ſo to deny the one thing needful. 
More eſpecially as, according to Palemon, | 

It (this ſuppoſed attainment) muſt be diſtinguiſhed 
From any joy or ſpiritual delight which neceſſarily at- 
* tend the abtaining of faith, or its beginning to work by 
t love.” And * that it is vain and abſurd to call men 
* to be afſured of their being children of God, when they 
are not enjcying it. That it cannot further a pear that 
„ any man has known the grace of Ged in truth, than he 
« gives all diligence to the end, in order, to obtain it.“ 
p. 420. Now the grand arcanum in Palæmon's doc- 
trine is, how a man can live entirely by the one thing 
needful, and yet be ſo diligently employed in labour 
ing for ſo important a ſomething more? =—_ . 

It is allo plain, that the promiſe of the Spirit as 
* the Comforter is common to all thoſe who follow 
„ the faith and practice of the apoſtles.” bid. ; 

It is plain, they were comforted by the Spirit of 
God, in the joy of the truth concerning Jeſus the 
Saviour of ſinners, and had alfo the additional com- 
fort of thoſe confirming declarations concerning the 
children of God and their bleſſings, which are record- 
ed for that purpoſe. But that we are taught to wait 
tor any other attainment, under the name of the Spi- 
rit, as the Comforter, does not appear. | 

* Their (the Fews) appropriation was the great 
“ ſpring of all their pride, of all their diſaffection to 
* the true goſpel, and all their ruin.” p. 424. 

The 7Fews appropriation was upon the ground of 
the diflerence between themſelves and others ; which 
we readily agree has this effect, that “ the more men 
&« excelled in this way; they proved the more hardened 
enemies to the true God, and the eternal happineſs of 
* mankind.” p. 422. But what is this for an objec- 
tion to that appropriation which proceeds entirely on 
the free grant of heaven to the guilty, excluding all 
ſuch difference? Aſpaſio is ſtill left to affirm of his 
appropriation, that * nothing will be ſo powerful to 
* produce holy love, and willing obedience, to exalt our 
* defires, and enable us to overcome the world“. 

Who ſtands nigheſt to the Jewiſh appropriation, 
Aſpaſio or Palæmon? Aſpaſio, who in dial. 16. com- 
pares „ thoſe who adviſe us to prove our title to com- 
« fort by genuine marks of converſion, and teach us on 
&« this column to fix the capital of aſſurance, unto thoſe 


« who would fix the dome of a cathedral upon the ſtalk 


« of a tulip,” or Palæmon, who judges this talking 
c profanely.”” p. 425. Neither do I ſee how this is 
talking profanely, until it is firſt proved, that the 
marks whereby we ſuppoſe ourſelves entitled to com- 
fort rather than others, are the Deity in which we are 
to put our truſt. Aſpaſio rightly judges, that this is 
placing a moſt weighty affair upon that moſt ſlight 
and uncertain foundation, what we feel, or do, in- 
ſtead of the Rock Chriſt, given to guilty ſinners. 
Does not the Holy Ghoſt prove a comforter, by ma- 
nifeſting to us, guilty ſinners, the things that are free- 
ly given of God ; taking of the things of Chriſt, and 


ſhewing them to us? And muſt not every genuine 


mark of converſion have its foundation here? 


* He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
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« ſont me, hath everlaſting life, and ſhall not come into 

% condemnation, but is paſſed from death to life, John v. 

& 24. Here we ſee how men paſs from death to life.” 
426. 

4 he word that Jeſus hath ſpoken, and the decla- 

ration the Father hath made, is the firſt and ſureſt 
ound of undeceivable certainty. The dependence 

Cerio proceeds entirely on the t-th and fart bfruinefs 


of God; and that dependence is the aſſurance we have 


pleaded for; and they who thus depend, our Lord 
declares have everlaſting life, are already paſſed from 
death to life. 

« Here we ſee how mien paſs from death to life. 
« 7o hn declares how they come to know this; while, 
of ef pointing at the words of jeſus, he fays, We 
« bnow that we are paſſed from death to life, becauſe we 
ce [ve the brethren.” Ibid. 

There is no foundation for the diſtinction here made 
by Polemon, viz. That our Lord only declares how men 
paſs from death to hfe, ana John only declares how they 
tore to know this. It is plain, that our Lord's decla- 
ration runs in the ſame ſtrain with that of his diſciple. 
Our Lord ſays, He that heareth my word—rs paſſed 
from death unto life. John ſays, He that loveth the 
brethren, is paſſed from death unto life ; where is the 
difference? Both are declarations of who are paſſed 
from death to life, therefore both alike in that reſpect. 
Onr Lord intimates, the life-giving word the matter 
believed by all who are paſſed from death to life; his 
diſciple intimates, the proper and genuine e of 
that word on all who believe. We know (ſays John, 
we have 2n additional proof, that the word of Jeſus 
is true) that we are paſſed from death unto life, becauſe 
ebe love the brethren. It is plain, that they abide ſtill in 
death who abide in the hating murdering ſpirit of the 
world; and more eſpecially, who cannot love them 
who are ot the truth for the truth's ſake. On the 
other Hand, the uniting life-giving tendency of the 
truth, appears to us who are of it, ſince it cauſeth us 
thus to love one another for the truth's ſake, and proves 
what Jeſus faid, that He that heareth bis word, and be- 
leveth on him that ſent hin, is paſſed from death to life.” 
Jeſus faith, He is paſſed from death to lite that hear- 
eth my word, and believeth on him that ſent me. John 
faith, We know he has paſſed from death to life who loves 
#he brethren. The only difference is, Jeſus declares 
the privilege by that whereby we enjoy it; Jahn gives 

roof in the love of the«brethren, as a demonſtrative 

efſect, that Jeſus's words are true. 

1 By this proof, men come to know, that the joy 
& they had upon their firſt believing, was not the joy 

« of the hypocrite.” 10614. 
The joy true believers have on their firſt believing, 
is the joy of the truth. If that we rejoice in is found 
to be true, our joy 15 proved genuine. 

« And ſo their joy is made full.“ [b:id. 

Our joy is not made full by a diſcovery of itſelf, but 
by farther confirmations of that truth which begat 
and ſupports it. The believer gives an account of his 
faith and joy when he gives an account of what he be- 
lieves and rejoices in. And it is made full by a far- 
ther ſupply or confirmation, of the truth and faithful- 
neſs of on which he depends. 

« By this they come to know it was the genuine 
tc truth of God, and not any human counterteit and 
p corruption of it, which they at firſt believed.” 

id. 

The genuine truth of God makes itſelf manifeſt to 
be ſuch at our firſt believing, t Theſe. ii. 13.— 1 Jobn 
i. 10. and thereby begets faith, joy, and every other 


Effect. He that waits for ſuch effect, to know whether 


pe has the genuine truth of no, may finiſh his inquiry, 
y reminding himſelf that he is in this inquiry very 
evidently but upon the ſearch, and therefore has not 
found. truth as yet. He may alſo be convinced his 
ſearch is wrong and prepoſterous, as if a man that 


ſhould make an inquiry after what w 
ſhould, inſtead thereof, be waiting HET food, 
tain effects, whether he had cat any or no. The _ 
Bereans inquired after truth, by learching the . 
to ſee whether theſe things were /o ; therefore (it an 
ed) many of them believed. The truth was made - ad. 
feſt unto them as the truth of God. And when = 
was the caſe, they did not wait for the joy of f dl 
its effects, to know whether it was ſo or no. TIN 

„Thus they receive an additional know! 
« certainty about the truth, in the way of e 
« by percciving that it works effectually in 
« ducing its genuine effects.“ 

It the experience of the eſſects of the genuine 
ſpel, produces only an additional knowledge and - 
tainty from experience, as the firſt knowledge Pap 
certainly came by divine evidence of the truth itſelt 
this is all we plead for, then we are again agreed. 

As often as the apoſtles ſpeak of their interef 
„ Chriſt, and life eternal, or uſe any language to "I 
« effect, we ſhall find that they either ſpeak of 3 
ſelves ſeparately, or in conjunction with thoſe os); 
* who are poſſeſfed of the ſame unfeigned faith * 
« love with them.” 7bid. I 

That the apoſtles wrote their epiſtles to profes... 
believers, may be very readily admitted. As on l 
other hand, that the apoſtles did not live by Cini 
alone, under the notion and view of themltlves ;. 
guilty ſinners, but only through a medium or die 
covery of their own faith, love, Sc. will be very Ci. 
ſicult to be proved, however confidently aſſerted. 
Hereby we, who love the brethren, perceive J 
love of God, becauſe he laid down his life for us. Vie 
who are conſcious of the effects, and enjoy the fruit 
„of the atonement, know that God firſt loved u, 

and had a peculiar regard to us in providing the 
* atonement.” p. 428, 

The effects and fruits of the atonement, are finners 
peace with Gd, their acceſs to the helteſt of all there. 
by; if it is allowed that we enjoy and are conſcious 
of theſe, we are again agreed. But if Palemon men: 
only being conſcious of working in the way cf 
« painful deſire and fear, till we are crowned wit! 
« cnjoyment,”” there cannot be a plainer deviation 
from the intent of the apoſtle. The apoſtle ſays, Here: 
by perceive we the love of God, becauſe he laid don 
his life for us. Palæmon ſays, Hereby perceive we th: 
love of God, becauſe we are conſcious of the effects, and 
enjoy the fruits of the atonement. The apoſtles lead 
us to think he laid down his life for us who were ju 
ly doomed to eternal death. Palæmon leads us to think 
he laid down his life for us, who can ſay, God, I thank 
thee, I am not as other men; © who can find ſome ret 
„ ſon about themſelves, why all the great things juin 
« and done by Jeſus, ſhould bear its peculiar direthon ts 
% wards them.” 

Beſides, how does it appear we love the brethren, 
when thoſe we call ſo, are ſeeking the reaſon of thc 
hope, certainty, and aſſurance of eternal life, wholly 
in their own love and obedience ? conſequently art 
not in this reſpe& the deſpiſed few, but of the fam? 
mind and judgment with every natural man. 

« He who perceiving the divine love to ſinners 0 
“ all ſorts without diſtinction, manifeſted in ti 
* atonement, is thereby led to love the atonemen', 
0 and the divine character appearing there; and ſo to 
« enjoy the promited comfort reſulting thence to tht 
„ obedient.” p. 428. 

If the promiſed comfort is ſuſpended for want of 
obedience, or depends on obedience as its condition, 
the divine love is far from being manifeſted to ſinuet 
of all ſorts without diſtinction. 

„And thus by happily experiencing the truth & 
c the goſpel.” Ibid. 

He does not experience the truth of the goſpel, bot 
only the effect of that doctrine that tells him, it he 


edge and 
XPericnce, 
them, Pro- 


dient, he ſhall eat the good of the 
the truth of the goſpel, relieving the 
animates thereby to all the 


willing and obe 
land. Whereas, the! 
uilty without condition, 


it calls for. ; 
. 80 he labours ncither firſt nor laſt to acquire any 


juſtification; but all his labour proceeds 
- os that the atonement itſelf 18 the 
« ſole and ſufficient requiſite to juitihcation. Ibid. 
All his labour proceeds on the perſuaſion, that how - 
ever ſufficient the atonement may be for the elect, = 
he is not allowed to account it of any uſe to him a ſin- 
ner, or to truſt or depend upon it, but to be at = 
entire uncertainty about it, until he diſcovers his 
works of CO to —_ a degree, as to Conceive 
n elect perſon. | i 
—_— he Ae 45 all his holineſs, as well as all 
« his happineſs, comes entirely of that grace which 
60 ided the atonement.“ p. 439. ü | 
Fir ae it ; all his holineſs, as well as all his hap- 
pineſs, according to Palæmon's repreſentation, comes 
entirely of the painful deſire and fear, leſt he ſhould 
have no part in that grace which provided the atone- 
Wehe merchant who, being encouraged by ſome cre- 
« dible intelligence Providence has favoured him with, 
from an unexpected quarter, ſets out at all hazards 
« on ſome new branch of traffic, will be greatly ani- 
« mated to proceed, when he finds his labours crown- 
« ed with ſucceſs. Ibit. ; | 
But our obtaining ſalvation is not like a trading 
merchant ſetting out at all hazards on a new branch 
of traffic ; this is ſalvation by works indeed! Matth. 
xiii. 4 5. deſcribes the merchant as finding one pearl 
of great price, which puts an end to all future mer- 
-handizing. 
75 He — * ſo knows the bare report thereof, as to 
4 love it, and to run all riſks upon it, ſhall in no wiſe 
| « Joſe his reward.” Jbid. | 
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True, but Palæmon's Chriſtian rather runs all riſks 


in order to know his part in the atonement, than on 
the account of the bare report of ſalvation to the 
uilty. 

he The paſſages in the dialogues which appear to me 
« to deſerve the greateſt cenſure, are thoſe two, which 
« ina very confident manner deny; the one, the com- 
fort attending the ſimple report of the goſpel ; and 
the other, the additional comfort attending the ſelf- 
« denicd obedience to it.” id. ; 

Theſe paſſages have been conſidered, and it appears 
that neither are denied, but confirmed by Aſpa/i's doc- 
trine. We proceed on the report in appropriation, 
ſo it is the very baſis of our comfort. We are con- 
firmed by the effect of the enjoyment, that our enjoy- 
ment, or the foundation of it, 1s not a fancy. 

„And all this is done, in order to reſt, I cannot 
lay our comfort, but a good opinion of our ſtate, on 
« what is neither faith nor obedience.” bid. 

Not ſo, but to reſt our ſouls on Chriſt alone, and 
neither on our faith, obedience, nor good opinion of 
our ſtate. | 
1 Ws For, according to the popular doctrine, men living 

for a courſe of years together in unbelief, conſe- 


of WE © quently neither loving the goſpel nor enjoying the 
ic WE © comfort of it, are allowed to conſider themſelves all 
', WE © the while as regenerate, provided they have once in 
o their lifetime exerted a certain act.” p. 430. 
ne It may be ſo according to the popular doctrine; but 
according to the unpopular doctrine, which Palemon ex- 
of i cepts againſt, we depend upon no acts but the perfect 
, obedience of Chriſt. 


* 1 thall now take ſome notice of a treatiſe highly 
* eltcemed by the votaries of the popular doctrine : [ 
e mean, The goſpel-myſtery of ſan&ification.” Ibid. 
This book was ſo far from being highly eſteemed 
by the votaries of the popular doctrine in England, 


it ops hardly known till Aſpaſio recommended it, 
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and ſince that diſapproved of by many devout peo- 
ple: Becauſe, 1. It proves that the moſt earneſt de- 
hres and endeavours after obedience to the law, may 
be in the natural ſtate of man. 2. That the new life, 
new ſtate, or new creation, is inſeparably in Chriſt z 
ſo that we have no ſuch privilege, but in enjoying 
Chriſt himſelf through the report of the goſpel. 3. That 
there 1s no furniture for the obedience of love, but in 
partaking of this reconciliation, or new ſtate in Chriſt. 
4. That no conditions-or performances are to be pla- 
ced between the ſinner and the Saviour, but the firſt 
ſtep of practical religion is to truſt on Chriſt alone, as 
given to us for the ſure enjoyment of himſelf and his 
lalvation. N 

* This author ſuppoſes his unconverted reader, 
„ when 1 to be concerned about religion, to 
e propole tor this end ſuch an obedience to the divine 
law, as may be acceptable to God.? 

He rightly ſuppoſes, that men who are yet in their 
natural itate, may attain with great zeal to great 
heights of legal obedience, and, as Paul and others, be 
very earnelt after it, counting it their trueſt gain; 
and like Paul, at the ſame time, totally unacquaint- 
ed with, yea enemies unto real Chriſtianity, and the 
obedience of love to the truth, and to God manifeſted 
thereby. 

According to this author, then, Chriſt is not the 
end of the law for righteouſneſs, but the beſt means 
one can make ule of for enabling him to perform 
L that righteouſneſs which is the end of the law.” 

id, 

He (as the apoſtle does) directs unto that love which 
15 the tulfilling of the law, by the enjoyment of that 
righteouſneſs which is the end of it, by enjoying that 
new ſtate of peace and reconciliation with God which 
is inſeparably in Chriſt; or, in fact, his view is, to 
recommend the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus, as a prin- 
ciple of obedience, in oppoſition to that preliminary 
grace, which, as Palæmen well ſays, p. 445. “ hows 
ever much it has been chriſtianized, is at bottom the 
« ſame thing with that divine Ar rLATUs, influence, or 
energy, by which it was ſuppoſed phileſophers and he- 
res gf old became geod and great men.” 

* Accordingly the well-diſpoſed reader is led for- 
« ward to his deſired end, in conſequence of the ſame 
* good diſpoſitions that led him to uſe the means.” 
P- 431. 

Not ſo, however fair the directions may ſeem to 
promite at. firſt to him that is naturally deſirous to 
keep the law that he may live; yet no man is made a 
diſciple to theſe directions, but by being converted 
from this falſe hope, to the hope of the goſpel. No 
man 1s diſpoſed to uſe the means of reconciliation with 
God by Chriſt alone as a principle of obedience; but 
he that is converted from the falſe hope of obtaining 
lite by any obedience he can render, to live alone b 
what Chriſt hath already done, as the ſpring of his 
hope, and the ſource of his future obedience. 

But why all this round- about courſe?- Why 
* ſhould we ſeek to repreſs any man's impetuoſity to 
« fulfil the law? Why thould we retard his courſe, 
by entangling him in a labyrinth about the uſe of 
«© means?” Ubid. | 

Men, naturally deſirous to keep the law, that they 
may live, may, and do, as Mr Mar/hall obſerves, © ruſh 
„ blindly upon immediate practice, making more haſte than 
god ſpeed, crying, with Hrael of old, All that the 
% Lord faith we will do. At the ſame time there is ng 
« ſuch heart in them.” But through a natural pro- 
pentity to thoſe things which are contrary to the di- 
vine law, they continually fail in the obedience they 
have ſo ſtrongly purpoſed. And ſome of theſe, when 
„they have miſpent many years in ſtriving againſt the 
« ſtream of their luſts, without any ſucceſs, do at laſt fall 
« miſerably into deſpair, and turn to wallow in the mire 


„ their luſts, or are fearfully ſwallowed up with hor- 
= + 6 | 
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«* ror of conſcience.” As all their religion, or impetuo- 
lity to fulfil the law, is founded on a miſerable miſta- 
ken hope, to live by their own obedience; ſo Mr 
Marſhalls aim is to throw down that falſe hope, by 
proving that there can be no obedience acceptable to 
God, till we are firſt made accepted in the Beloved ; or, 
in other words, till we firſt live by Chriſt's obedience 
atone, and are influenced thereby. His hope to live 
by his own obedience is criminal; it is therefore no 
matter how ſoon we repreſs his impetuoſity, and re- 
tard his courſe; and when he underſtands his recon- 
ciliation with God by Chriſt alone, to be the principle, 
or means of goſpel-obedience, he will not be entan- 
gled in a labyrinth, but made free by the Son of God. 

« As for the goſpel, it was only intended to reheve 

<«< thoſe ill-difpoled people who deſpair of ever doing 
e any thing to render them acceptable to God, by any 
« aſſiſtance whatſoever.” bid. 
And Mr Mar/hall's deſign is to ſhew, that thoſe 
well-diſpoſed people who hope to live by their own 
obedience, are, in fact, at the fame time, thoſe 2//- 
diſpoſed people, who will never be really obedient till 
they deſpair of ever doing any thing to render them 
acceptable to God, by any aſſiſtance whatſoever ; and, 
in that deſpair of themſelves, live alone by what Chriſt 
has already done. 

« It (the goſpel) was never intended to be an auxi- 
« hary to thoſe good people who are deſirous to give 
« acceptable obedience to the divine law.“ p. 431. 

But it was intended to remove their miſtake, that 
they may be obedient from a more divine principle; 
that is, reconciliation with God by Chriſt alone. And 
this, it is evident, is the main deſign of Mr Mar/hall. 

« All ſuch (who are deſirous to give acceptable o- 

« bedience to the divine law) whereſoever they are, 
« ſhall undoubtedly be happy, without having any 
«+ occalion to trouble their heads about the goſpel.” 
. q 44217. ; : 
All ſuch who are of this character uniformly, and 
without contradiction. But it muſt be allowed, that 
there are many, even every natural man has a pro- 
penſity to live by his own obedience, or to do, that 
he may live. At the ſame time, he is deſirous of thoſe 
things which are contrary to that obedience, whereby 
he forfcits the character, and becomes guilty before 
God. 

Let us now obſerve the uſe of means to which 
& our author directs, direct. 11. p. 208. Endeavour 
« diligently to perform the great work of believing on 
« Chriſt.” p. 432. 

That is, in Mr Marſhalls ſenſe, endeavour diligent- 
ly to live by Chriſt alone, to be ſatisfied with him, to 
aſſure your ſoul of ſalvation by him, by what he has 
done and {uffered ; that you may, in this way, have 
a perſonal conſcious enjoyment of him and his ful- 


neſs, in which fulneſs we, enjoy reconciliation with 


God, and every bleſſing tending to the obedience of 
love. Was Palæmon to direct to perſonal conſcious 
enjoyment of Chriſt, he would tell us about working 
diligently, working in the way of painful deſire and 
fear, till we were crowned with enjoyment, in a con- 
viction that we were diſtinguiſhed from others, by 
having faith, love, and ſelf- denied obedience. Where 
hes the difference between the two, but that the latter 
ſays, Do that you may live; that you may be crown- 
ed with enjoyment? the other ſays, Live by Chriſt, 
that you may do? Enjoy as ſinners, that you may 
hve as ſaints. | 

« It is neceſſary that we ſhould endeavour it, Ci. e. 
e to believe on Chriſt), and that before we can find 
e the Spirit of God working faith effectually in us, or 
6 giving ſtrength to believe.” Ibid. 

Mr Mar/hall here conſiders faith as a duty required 
by the law, which Palæmon alſo aſſerts, p. 354. At 
the ſame time, he ſo explains himſelf, as it is evident 
faith neither juſtiſies nor ſanctiſies as a duty; but by 


Chriſt alone believed on. And it is al ; 
means not the divine paſſive vii, po th he 
dience to the apoſtolic exhortation ; a « truſti _ 
* a Saviour as diſcovered by a teſtimony, which ( "a 
% ſays) is properly believing on him,” (as he 
e oppoſes, at the ſame time, the 
that we mult wait for God to give us — 2 : 
ed faith, betore we are to attempt- to believe — 1 ; ; 
by his righteouſneſs ; whereas, in whomſocver f. 3 
is wrought, they immediately live by Chriſt 1 
they wait for nothing, they ſee nothing to be Waited 
tor, _ they = Chriſt's ſufficient work, anq * 
ant of it to the guilty, a ſufficient or 
Slots truſt and — . 
« Only (fays Mr Mar/hall) T ſhall prove 
© are bound, by the ad of God, * * 
ſure ourſelves; and the ſcripture doth fuflicient, 
warrant us, that we ſhall not deceive ourſelves i. 
believing a lie ; but according to our faith %o ſhalt 
it be to us, Matth. ix. 29.— Here (ſays Paley ) is 
the great whirlpool of the popular doctrines 
A433 

A very great miſtake to call this the popular dog- 
trine; whercas Me W— 4, Mr N- 'Y, and num- 
bers more, ſuch as have been named, are full as great 
adverſaries to it as himſelf. Nor is any point more 
univerſally oppoſed, than that of affuring ourſelves of 
ſalvation, only from the grant of a ſufficient righ. 
teouſneſs in Jeſus Chriſt to the guilty. 

„When we have thus, according to our author 
«© wrought ourſelves into a new ſtate.” Jb1id. 

This repreſentation 1s not juſt ; would it be prope 
when a man receives a preſent, or gift, to ſay that le 
works himſelf into it? It is true, he may meet with 
ſome oppoſition in the enjoyment of that which is 
freely given him. And in this caſe, the ſcripture 
prevents Palæman's reflection, by exhorting us to 
work out our own ſalvation, c. 

« According to him, there 1s no practice of holineſs, 
* but what proceeds from the perſuaſion of our ſtate 
„being changed.” Ibid. | 

Rather from our perſuaſion of our reconciliation 
with God by Chriſt alone, ariſing not from the con- 
ceit of our being better than others, or having done 
1 towards it; but as given freely in Chriſt 

eſus. 

This perſuaſion (of his ſtate being changed) is 
& his faith.” bid. | 

No ſuch matter. Mr Mar/halPs doctrine, or the 
truth believed in, his faith is, that there is a new ſtate 
prepared in Chriſt for the guilty, which we are di- 
vinely authoriſed to enter into and enjoy without any 
works at all. As, on the other hand, Palæmon's doc- 
trine leaves him working in painful deſire and fear, 
till he be crowned with enjoyment. 

« If we hearken to this author, we muſt fet out in 
& the ſervice of God, from the confidence of our be- 
ing in a better ſtate than other men.” p. 434. 

Is it not highly conſiſtent that we ſhould ſet out in 
the ſervice of God, with the furniture God hath pro- 
vided us? If God hath given to us eternal life in his 
Son, is not our firſt obedience 'to receive and enjoy 
the eternal life that is in him? This does not conti. 
in any perſuaſion that we are better than other people, 
that there is any new ſtate in Chriſt for us rather than 
for others ; but it conſiſts purely in what is inſepa- 
rably in Chriſt Jeſus, given to us in him, and only to 
be enjoyed in enjoying him. So that the whole 15, 
we mult ſet out as followers of our Lord, from the 
confidence of the eternal life given freely to us in 
Chriſt Jeſus. $ 

« He makes no account of the grand things teſit- 
« fied of Chriſt, as any way ſufficient to lead us to 


66 holineſs, without a good opinion of our own ſtate.” 


435. : 
F * ſhould ſay, if he would give a juſt repre” 
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i t Mr Marſhall makes no account of all 
23 is = influenced by the reception 
and enjoyment of that new ſtate, and eternal _ 
which is freely given to the guilty, in Chriſt Je us. 
Mean while, the opinion we have of our own =_ 
is. that it is ſtark naught, and cannot be mended. 
This is far from having a good opinion of it. ; 

« Thus the ancient goſpel, which, from the begin- 
« ning, turned many from idols to ſerve the living 
« God, is now ſet aſide.“ 1b:d. | F 

The ancient goſpel held forth the new ſtate, an 
eternal life given in Chriſt, which we plead for. . 

I have nothing to ſay in defence of myſelf 7 
the charge in p. 448. of patronizing my creed by t : 
names of fallible men. I acknowledge my tault. I 
have not the doctrine of the apoſtles, what ſignifies 
having all the world on my ſide? and if I have them 
to keep me in countenance, it ought to be 1550 con- 
cern, though the whole world are againſt me *. 

« The ule theſe people (i. e. the people in fellow- 
« ſhip with W. C.) have for Chriſt is, to give them 
« ſtrength to do ſomething toward their juſtification. 


# Our appropriation ſtands in no oppoſition to free 


juſtification by Chriſt alone, but rather to Palæmon's 


coming to the knowledge of it only, in a way of pain- 
ful * and fear. ; ; 

But Palæmon's main objection to this reception, or 
appropriation of Chriſt, and eternal life in him, is, 
that © this is doing ſomething toward our 3 
To what has been already ſaid, I would only add the 
following illuſtration. A man has a large eſtate fallen 
to him by inheritance or legacy ; he is now informed 
that he need do nothing toward his maintenance at 
all, for he has a ſuſſiciency to live upon, and that it 
would diſhonour his benefactor, and be a diſgrace to 
him to think of it. The man believes this, and ac- 
cordingly ſits down to a plentiful table provided, un- 
der a notion that all things being ready, he has no- 
thing to do but to E A or EN. Upon this, a vir- 
tuoſo in criticiſm, like Palæ mon, informs him, that to 
eat, is to do ſomething towards his maintenance, that 
the victuals, and in ſhort every thing, is his, without 
any act of his at all. So that if he imagines himſelf 
under any neceflity of eating, he diſhonours his bene- 
factor, and denies the eſtate his benefactor has given 
to him, as though it was not in itſelf enough to 
maintain him without doing ſomething towards his 
own maintenance. What anſwer would this perſon 
in all likelihood return? Very probably he would 
lay, You ſpeak extremely abſurd; for if I eat not, all 
my right and title to it will be of no ſervice to me; I 
ſtarve, I die in the midſt of plenty; beſides, I love to 


* Methinks this author diſcovers too much complaiſance, 
when he compliments Mr Sandeman ſv far as to make an apo- 
logy for his conduct in profeſſing an agreement, in ſome funda- 
mental articles of the Chriſtian faith, with the late Meſſ. Erſkines 
and the Seceding miniſters in Scotland, according to ſcripture, 


and the judgment of all ſound Proteſtant divines, and in quoting 


a few paſſages from a ſermon of Mr Ebenezer Erſkine ; as if he 
had thus made Meſſ. Erſkines, and the Seceding miniſters, with 
other Proteſtant divines, the vouchers of his creed, and given 
a manifeſt proof of his yielding implicit faith to their dictates 
and ſentiments. Is it culpable, then, to yield obedience to 
our Lord's command in going forth by the footſteps of the 
flock, Cant. i 8, or to remember them who have ſpoken to us the 
word of God, whoſe faith we are exhorted to fellow, conſidering 
the end of their converſation ! Heb. xiii. J. Muſt an endea- 
Your to keep the unity of the faith in the bond of peace be re- 
puted afault? and a ſovereign contemptof the doctrine and prin- 
ciples of Chriſtian teachers uninſpired, however conſonant to 
the word of God theſe may be found, accounted effential to the 
character of a true believer and apoſtolic Chriſtian? What 
Pity is it, that men ſhould ſuffer themſelves thus to be banter- 
ed, by the ſcornful and ſenſeleſs reflections of one of the moſt 
trilling, though one of the moſt arrogant writers that this, or 


Perhaps any age, has produced? JJ; iſon's Palæmon' creed re- 
viewed and examined ; pref. p. Iii. note. | 
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eat *, The caſe is as parallel as poſſible; our Lord 
ſays, he is the bread of God come down from heaven to 
give life to the world; and that _ we eat the fleſh of 
the Son of man, and drink his blood, wwe have no life in 
us. | 

This objection of Palæmon's is ſuch a fine-ſpun cob- 
web of criticiſm, that he ſeems to have catched him- 
ſelf-in it while he was endeavouring to entangle us, 
“eis it poſſible (ſays he) after what we have ſeen, for 
any one to maintain, that theſe people [ook for ac- 
** ceptance with God only through the ſacrifice of 
+ Chriſt, once offered for the ſins of many?“ p. 450. 

Now to look for acceptance with God only through 
the ſacrifice of Chriſt, is the very thing we plead for, 
and he has been oppoſing. His argument has been, 
* The facrifice of Chriſt 1s ſufficient of itſelf. To ap- 
* propriate, or to lo for acceptance with God on 
that account, is evidently to do ſomething towards 
* our Juſtification ; this is to ſet up in its ſtead 
another ſacrifice of their own preparing and offer- 
e ing. | 

+ He who maintains that we are juſtified only by 
“ faith, and at the ſame time affirms with 4 paſo, 
“e that faith is a work exerted by the human mind,” 
* undoubtedly maintains, if he has any meaning to his 
* words, that we are juſtified by a work exerted by 
the human mind.” p. 483. 

May not Aſpaſio as readily retort, He who main- 
tains that we are juſtified only by faith, and at the 
ſame time affirms with Palzmon, * That faith is a 
principle of life and action,” undoubtedly main- 
tains, if he has any meaning to his words, that we 
are juſtified by a principle of life and action? The 
anſwer that retrieves him out of this difficulty, will 
alſo ſerve us. See remark on p. 406. p. 395. 

I have now conſidered all that I apprehend we are 
concerned with in Mr Sandeman's performance, not 
with a deſign to manifeſt his blemiſhes, or to defend 
Aſpaſio's; but to preſerve the important truth he con- 
tended for, from the objections ariſing through evi- 
dent miſtakes and miſrepreſentations. Not leading 
for a manner of believing, either active or paſſive ; but 
pleading againſt the private interpretation of thoſe di- 
vine declarations, which are the ſinner's only ground 
of immediate truſt and confidence in that ſufficient 
righteouſneſs. It is no pleaſure to me to find a peo- 
ple to whom my heart inclines on account of their 
appearing attachment to this ſufficiency of Chriſt, at 
the ſame time ſo inclined to explain away thoſe di- 
vine declarations, and tell us, that“ God may, if 
he pleaſes, have mercy upon me,” is all the conclu- 
ſion that the guilty and deſtitute can draw from what 
God has revealed. Now, in this caſe, are we not to 
take heed, leſt under the notion of purer faith we de- 
part from truſting in the living God (to a labouring in 
painful deſire and fear) through an evil heart unbe- 
lief? And as there is a natural propenſity in man to 


If any object, that this repreſentation relates only to per- 
ſonal enjoyment, and manifeſtation to our own conſciences, it 
may be granted; and it may be alſo affirmed, that the whole 
of God's revelation bears this deſign, The ſcriptures were 
never deſigned to inform God about our juſtification, but to 
inform us. And whenever any, who diſlike the ſcripture- ac- 
count, endeavour to ſcheme out another, what is their deſign, 
to inform God, or to inform man? If one tells me, I am ju- 
ſtified (according to his ſcheme) whether I am perſuaded of it 
or no, is not his deſign at the ſame time very evidently to per- 
ſuade me that I am juſtified, or to manifeſt my juſtification 
according to his ſcheme ? Shall I not rather let God be my in- 
ſtructor? And when I aſk the queſtion, J/herewith ſball God 
be pleaſed ? he anſwers, I am pleaſed in my Son. When I in- 
quire further, How I ſhall know my own intereſt herein ? he 
tells me, he gives me eternal life in him; and ſo makes me wel- 
come to call it my own without more. Is it not the height of 
diſaffection to this, to ſay, I will call it my own upon ſome o- 
ther account; but not becauſe he either bids me, or gives it to 
me ? | | | | g 
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468 AMENDMENTS rprorostD 


ſclf-dependence, is there not a proportionate averſe- 
nels in him to truſt on the bare declarations of the 
divine word ? And may not this be the ſource of thoſe 
Phariſaic attempts Mr Sandeman has ſo juſtly detected, 
of the objections that ſtand between us; and alſo of 
thoſe laboured inventions of others, to make out that 
men are ſaved by Chriſt in a way of natural neceflary 
connection ; hereby, at once, ſetting aſide the divine 
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in THERON and ASPASIQ 


ſovereignty, declarations, promiſes or t 8 

I thall only add, that if what we have desde 
(without miſrepreſentation) proved a contradiction 
the ſufficiency of the finiſhed work of Chriſt ch 4 
and not till then, I ſhall ſee a neceſſity for unde 
ſtanding the ſcriptures on this ſubject in another 1; "i 
than I do at preſent, and ſhall make my public ka? 

ledgment accordingly. DT IRR 


Diref4ions to the readers of THERON and AsPAS10, with reſpect to the amendments which 
were intended by Mr Hervey, had he ſurvived another edition.—Taken from Mr Cupwogxry', 


Defence. 


TY AG. 246. c. 2. I. 8. read,“ This, he ſays, as it 
was wrought in the name and ſtead of the 
guilty, enemies and rebellious, was wrought out in 
my name, and in my ſtead; that is, in a name and 
character that undoubtedly belongs to me, and, ac- 
cording to the declarations of divine grace, ſuffici- 
ently authoriſes me to draw near to God thereby.” 

P. 324.c.1.1.41. * Not one among all the numberleſs 
productions which tread the ground, or ſtand rooted 
to the ſoil, wants any convenience that is proper for 
its reſpective ſtate. And the ſame heavenly Fa THEN 
has provided for the moſt guilty, the righteouſneſs 
which is abſolutely neceſſary to his preſent comfort, 
and his final happineſs.“ 

Ib. c. 2.1. 5. * Conſider thoſe ſtately poppies, &c. 
obſerve the young ravens, &c. He accommodates the 
former, though incapable of aſking ; he attends to 
the latter, though inſenſible of their benefactor. He 
alſo regards our preſſing wants; he has alſo ſuperſeded 
our earneſt petitions by ſuch free and unmerited gifts, 
as it is both his delight and his honour to beſtow.” 

Ib. c. 2.1. 60“ So that nothing is required, in order 
to our participation of Chusr and his benefits. We 
receive them as the freeſt gifts; as matter of meregrace.” 

P. 32 5 c. 1. I. 37. The man withoutthe wedding gar- 
ment, &c. Your former miſtakes, and preſent objee- 
tions, tend to place you in the ſtate of this unhappy 
creature. The returning prodigal came with no re- 
commendation either of dreſs, of perſon, or of cha- 
rafter. None but his nakedneſs and miſery ; his ac- 
knowledgment was vileneſs, which had every aggra- 
vating, not one extenuating circumſtance.” | 

Ib. c. 2.1. 19. © If there be any qualification, 1 
think, it is our extreme indigence ; and this, I pre- 
ſume, you are not without.” 

Ib. c. 2. I. 38. © Sanctiſication, heavenly-minded- 
neſs, and a victory over our luſts, are not the qua- 
lities he requzres, but the bleſſings which he confers.” 

P. 326. c. 1.1. 59. © The greateſt unworthineſs is no ob- 
jection in Chriſt's account; it is as much diſavowed 

y the goſpel, as equivocal generation is exploded by 
the diſcoveries of our improved philoſophy.” 

P. 327. c. I. I. 24. From the King, whoſe name is the 
LokD of hoſts, let us expect (if he vouchſafes to ſhew 
us any mercy) not barely what correſponds with our 
low models of generolity,—much leſs what we ſup- 
poſe proportioned to our fancied deſerts, —but what is 
ſuitable to the unknown magnificence of his name, 
and the unbounded benevolence of his heart. Then 
we ſhall no longer be afraid, aſſuredly to truſt to the 


8 declaration, that CHRIST JIESus 7s made of 


oD to us wiſdom, and rig oteonfneſe, and ſanctification, 
and redemption : That HE hath given himſelf for us, 
hath given himſelf to us, with all the bleſſings of his 
purchaſe, of his Spizrr, and of eternal life.” 

Ib. c. 2. I. 12.“ That we all deſerve this miſery, is 
beyond diſpute. We are alſo told, that the Lo RD 
IEsus has ſatisſied divine juſtice.“ . 

Ib. c. 2. J. 38. % You are /til] corrupt; does this 
exclude you from being the very perſon for whom the 


Saviour's righteouſneſs is intended, and to whom it 
is promiſed? | | 


P. 328.c. 1.1. 3. And ſure it cannot be a fancifil 
perſuaſion of our health which renders us proper ob. 
jects of his recoverin ce.” 

Ib. c. 2.1. 3. © I behold it (Theror's title) perfect. 
ly clear, not becauſe you long or pray for it; but he. 
cauſe the all-ſufficient righteouſneſs is granted to you 
a ſinner in the record of the goſpel.” 

Ib. c. 2. I. 22. If any man, however unworth 
his ler or obnoxious his character, thir/t ; thick 
for ſomething to make him happy; let him not ſeck 
to that which ſatisfieth not, but /et him come to me the 
fountain of living waters, and drink his fill, 

«© That clergyman,” c. | 
Ib. c. 2.1. 68.“ They are to be enjoyed by every 
one. No exception is made.“ 

P. 329. c. 1.1. 18. Tous, ſays the prophet, a child 
is born,” 

Ib. c. 1. I. 43. Since the LoD JEnovay hy 
given us his S o x and all his unutterable merits; and 
alſo ſeals this grant unto us in every ſacramental ordi. 
nance; why ſhould we not conſide in it, as firmer 
than the firmeſt deed ? and far more inviolable, than 
any royal patent ? 

& Ther. My ſervant never,” &c. 


P. 332.C. 1.1. 59. It ſeems to be quite out of my 
reach.” 


Ap. That is, becauſe you ſtill imagine ſomething 
is to be done by you, to entitle to this immaculate 
and perfect righteouſneſs ; you give no credit to thoſe 
declarations of heaven, which brings it near to yout 
view and home to your condition. Remember rather 
the words of our Lozp, Come unta me, all ye that art 
weary, and heavy laden, and I will give you reſt.” 

Ib. c. 2.1. 14. Nothing ſhort of theſe mercies, 
can afford any ſatisfaction to the guilty conſcience, or 
true ſatisfaction to the reſtleſs ſoul. 

Say not then, my dear friend, that Chriſt, and 
the bleſſings of his purchaſe, are beyond your reach. 
They are now, even now, at your door.” 

Ib. c. 2. I. 70. © If you heard his voice, you would 
believe on him agreeable thereto. You then open the 
door, and he fups with you, makes his abode with 
you, manifeſts his ſalvation, and communicates hi 
bleſſings. If you believed his promiſing word, you 
would no longer heſitate to believe on him according 
ly. You then ſp with him. This will be refreſhing 
to your diſtreſſed ſoul, as the moſt ſumptuous banquet 
to the famiſhed ſtomach and craving appetite. I- 
punge all from here to the words, 3 
£ Ther. * This I believe, That I am a loſt ſinner; 

c. | 
P. 333. c. 1.1. 31. He that believeth on the Son hath 
a chimerical ? far from it; a real ſubſtantial happinels; 
even everlaſting life. | 
« Can you doubt of his willingn 
of ſinners ? or his ſincerity in his declarations ! 
go to mount Calvary.” ene 4 
Ib. c. 1. I. 62. What a ſtranger was I then, A 
the blindneſs of my underſtanding, and the hardnels BY 
of my heart ; to my bondage under unbeliet, and = 1 
natural averſeneſs to the way of ſalvation by gras Bl 
through faith!“ ' = 


eſs to ſave the . ; a 


AMENDMENTS PROPOSED IN 


Are you ſure this is not now your caſe? This 
Re, 31 a ever ſo juſt, will not palliate your 
-cſent infidelity. Since the Great Jehovah has decla- 
red the grant of his Son to you a ſinner ; ſince he has 
thus given you eternal life in him; ſince he has war- 
ran ted your immediate reception and enjoyment by his 
commands, invitations, and promiſes, you make him 
a liar in all; you reject his word as not to be depend. 
ed on, every * you thus unbelievingly heſitate. 
unge from here. to 4 
12 2 But is not faith the work of God's Spirit ? 
w. or in what manner, &c.“ 
. 333. C. 2.1. 40. © I'very much queſtion, whether I 
ſhall ever be able to attain it.“ f 
Aſp. © The true belief, Theron, has no exiſtence 
without its proper object Chriſt, and is never, to be 
conſidered in the light you ſpeak. of, that is, as a moſt 
refined and Cle virtue. When, upon the divine 
ant in the word, you behold Chriſt, as your given 
righteouſneſs and ſtrength, then you truly believe; 
you believe God's truth which can never deceive, you 
receive the gift which enriches you with grace and 
glory. But permit me to aſk,” &c. N 
P. 338. c. 2. I. 56. . If. you rely on the all. ſuſſiciency 
of his gracious declarations as the foundation of im- 
mediate truſt or confidence, as well as the all- ſuffici- 
ency of his power.“ IF | | 
I, 62. © Let the moſt wretched ſinner, and moſt 
aſſlicted ſoul, truſt in the name of the Lord.“ 
In note, p. 341. I. 3. We only aflirm, that an 
appropriating perſuaſion of ſalvation by Chriſt alone, 
is that confidence which properly anſwers to the di- 


vine report, and grant of a Saviour to be believed on 


for everlaſting life.” 
P. 343. c. 1. I. 50. 4% . The [f is what I greatly que- 
ſtion; but of this I am certain, that you are ſtill in- 


| _ clined to ſpare Agag.” 


Ib. c. 2.1. 11. You aſk, whether the ſtate of theſe 
perſons 18 /afe and their faith rea/? I anſwer, What 
evidence is there of their ſaſely or their faith, while 
Chriſt the only ſecurity is neglected, and the free 
grant of him to ſinners thus diſbelieved ? Beſides, why 
ſhould, &c.“ | | , 

Ib. c. 2. I. 49. Gop has freely loved me fo as to 
give his Son unto me; CuyrisT has graciouſly died for 
me, to take ſhare in his death as my own; and the 
HoLy Ghost ſanctiſies me in the belief and appropria- 
ting confidence, ariſing from theſe precious truths.” 

P. 344. c. I. I. 49. When the divine Syixir, ſpeaking 
in the gracious declarations of the goſpel, manifeſts 
the grant of Chriſt to me a ſinner, then am I enabled 
to receive and appropriate his death as the deſert of 
my fins, and his obedience as the matter of my jus 
ſtification.”? - 

Ib. c. 2.1. Fa « May I firmly believe on Chriſt for 
cverlaiting life? may I firmly believe, that in this in- 
hinitely-meritorious Redeemer I have granted unto me 
pardon and acceptance, &c.” 

P. 345-C. 1.1. 57. ] do more than pardon my dear 
Theron. | feel for him, and I ſympathize with him; 
not becauſe he has not ſufficient evidence from God's 
word, for truſting in Chriſt for everlaſting life ; but be- 
cauſe I have alſo telt that perverſe tendency in my own 


heart, to miſtruſt the infallible word of my God, as 
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though he was leſs to be depended on than fallible man.“ 
In like manner, p. 305. 316. 318. were to be 
corrected, and all. other paſſages, in his writings 
which might be underſtood, as making thirſtings, 
awakenings, earneſt prayers, ſorrows, tears, good 
deſires, or ſenſe of unworthineſs, as the encourage- 
ment for confidence. This Mr Hervey acknowledged 
was inconſiſtent with his main deſign, which was to 
come to God by him only, who was able to ſave to 
the uttermoſt ; but he had been drawn ſometimes in- 
to this way of expreſſing himſelf by too great a re- 
gard for the current cuſtoms ; and not conſidering, 
that till the divine relieving truth appear in view, the 
wiſhes and deſires of the diſtreſſed are as much point- 
ed againſt the ſalvation of the guilty, as the careleſſ- 
neſs of the profane. He was ſenſible, that © the 
goſpel-hiſtory gives us no inſtance of an unbeliever 
diligent to obtain faith ;'”” and therefore intended to 
expunge every thing that tended to encourage ſuch 
miſtakes. | 
When he took notice of © a ſpeculative aſſent to 
all the principles of religion,” he intended by it ſuch 
agreeing with the current opimons as will ſtand con- 
ſiſtent with ſentiments quite ſubverſive of the ſaving 
truth. Not ſuch a knowledge of the truth as the a- 
poſtle ſpeaks of, when he ſays, Te know the truth, and 
that no lie is of the truth, He well knew, that there 
was no man, but he that is taught'of God, could be 
fatisfied with the apoſtolic account of ſalvation ; and 
would have informed Theron, had he had another op- 
portunity, © that if he attempted to do any thing 
eaſy, or difficult, under the notion of an act of be- 
lieving, or any other act, in order to his acceptance 
with God, he only thereby heaped up more wrath 
againſt himſelf,” | hehe 2 
He was alſo ſenſible, that a man may be very uſe- 
ful and amiable amongſt men, and at the ſame time an 
utter enemy to the grace of God's kingdom :—That he 


had been too forward in commendations of thoſe, 


who were no friends to apoſtolic Chriſtianity. - His 
deſign was only to commend what was amiable in 
every one, paſling over their blemiſhes. In this deſign 
he acknowledged, he was carried toan extreme. When 
he ſays of Eraſmus and Locke, that they ſat at the feet 
of Jeſus, he only meant to expreſs in an elegant way, 
that they betook themſelves to the reading of the 
{criptures, and not to vindicate their notions. 

And he counted it an obſervation well worthy re- 
gard, that © it may be maintained by ſome, that con- 
verſion is carried on by grace aſſiſting nature; and 
by others, that this matter is wholly conducted by ir- 
reſiſtible grace; and yet both ſides may be equally 
diſaffected to that doctrine, which maintains the work 
finiſhed by Chriſt on the croſs, to be the only requiſite 
to juſtification, —And that while many Chriſtian teach- 
ers maintain, that no man can be eminently virtuous 
without divine energy, they ſay no more than Hea- 
then philoſophers have ſaid before them.” 22 
Theſe remarks and obſervations may be ſufficient to 
direct the intelligent reader of Theron and Aſpaſio, to 
avoid needleſs objections, and alſo to improve that per- 
formance more _— to the ſcriptures and the 
author's own ming. | 
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It appears by the Letters prefixed to this Defence, that an improvement of Mr Marſhall's book wwas intended 
to obwiate as much as poſſible all objections; which, through the preſſing importunities of the printer, ,, 2 
Mr Hervey's hopes of accompliſhing a fourth volume of IE RON and As Aso, u 

following is a plan of ſuch improvement, where, by changing the fourteen directions into the form 
aſſertions or propolitions, the ſtrongeſt objettions are enervated. 


ASSERTION l. 


HAT practice and manner of life, which the 

ſcripture calls holineſs, righteouſneſs, or godli- 
neſs, obedience, true religion, 1s not attained by our 
moſt reſolved endeavours, but is given through the 
knowledge of him that has called us to glory and vir- 
tue. 


A$S$SERT. II. 


No man can love God, till he knows him, nor till he 
knows him to be his everlaſting friend. Therefore 
the ſpring of true holineſs, is a well-grounded per- 
ſuaſion of our reconciliation with God, and of our 
future enjoyment of the everlaſting heavenly happineſs, 
and of ſufficient ſtrength given in him for all that he 


calls us unto. 


A$SSERT. III. 


Theſe endowments, ſo neceſſary to the obedience of 
love, are contained in the fulneſs of Chriſt, and are 
enjoyed only by union and fellowſhip with him. 


Ass EAT. IV. 


The means or inſtruments whereby the Spirit of 
God accompliſheth our union with Chriſt, and our 
fellowſhip with him in all holineſs, are the goſpel, 
whereby Chriſt entereth into our hearts, begetung us 
to the faith whereby we actually receive Chriſt hun- 
ſelf, with all his fulneſs, unto the hope of eternal life 
by him. And thus, by the influence of the Spirit of 
truth, we unfeignedly believe the goſpel, and alſo 
believe on Chriſt, as he is revealed and freely promiſed 
to us therein, for all his ſalvation. 


V. 


Ass EAT. 


\ The ice of true holineſs is not attained by any 
endeavours of our natural ſtate, but is a bleſſing of 
that new ſtate given in Jeſus Chriſt, and partook of 
by union and fellowſhip with Chriſt through faith. 


As$zSERT. VI. 


Thoſe that endeavour to perform ſincere obedience 
to all the commands of Chriſt, as the condition where- 
by they are to procure for themſelves a right and 
title to ſalvation, and a good ground to truſt on him 
for the ſame, do ſeek their ſalvation by the works of 
the law, and not by the faith of Chriſt as he is re- 
vealed in the goſpel: and they ſhall never be able to 
perform ſincerely any true holy obedience by all fuch 
endeavours. 


Ass EAT. VII. 


We are not to imagine, that our hearts and lives 
muſt be changed from ſin to holineſs, in any mea- 
ſure, before we may ſafely venture to truſt on Chriſt 
for the ſure enjoyment of himſelf and his ſalvation. 


—— 


was not executed, Th, 


of 


Ass EAT. VIII. 


True holineſs of heart and life, hath its d 
where God hath placed it, that is after, 
Chriſt, juſtification, and the gift of the 
It is not therefore to be expected but in 
as what accompanies ſalvation. 


Ass ERT. N. 


It is only by the comforts of the goſpel revealing ; 
juſt God and a Saviour, that God works in us to wil 
and to do of his good pleaſure. 


ue order 
union with 
Holy Ghoſt, 
that order, 


Ass HART. X. 


The comforts of the goſpel, neceſſary to Chriſtian 
obedience, contain ſufficient grounds of aſſurance of 
our ſalvation, not becauſe we believe, but in a w; 
of immediate truſt and confidence. Therefore, in- 
ſtead of ſeeking other methods of peace and holine& 
we muſt endeavour to believe or truſt on Chriſt ny 
fidently ; perſuading and affuring ourſelves, accord. 
ing to the divine declarations, that God freely gives 
to us an intereſt in Chriſt and his falvation, accorg. 
ing to his gracious promiſe. 


XI. 


It is therefore belonging to the practical part of the 
Chriſtian life, to maintain the ſame immediate truſt 
and confidence in dependence on the divine faithful. 
neſs, not to ſuffer us to be confounded, that ſo our 
enjoyment of Chriſt, union and fellowſhip with him, 
and all holineſs by him, may be continued and en- 
creaſed in us. ] | 


AS$SSERT. 


As rA. All 


The ſcripture calls upon Chriſtians to walk no 
longer according to the principles or means of practice 
that belong unto the natural or original ſtate of man, 
but only according to that new ſtate given in Chriſt, 
which we receive by faith, and the principles and 
means of practice that properly belong thereunto; 
and to ſtrive to continue and increaſe in ſuch a man- 
ner of practice. | 


ASSERT. XIII. 


All ordinances of divine appointment, for the eſta · 
bliſhment and increaſe of our faith and love, are to 
be conſidered only in this way of believing in Chriſt, 
1 in him according to this new ſtate given 
in him. | 


Ass EAT. XIV. 


That we may be confirmed in halineſs only by be 
lieving in Chriſt, and walking in him by faith, ac 
cording to the former aſſertions, we may take en- 
couragement from the great advantages of this ways 
and excellent properties of it. 
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Publiſher of a new Edition of M 
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S I R, 
T gives me no ſmall pleaſure to hear, that you are 
going to republiſh Mr MazxsHaLL's Gofpel-myſtery of 
ſanctification &. The inſtruction, conſolation, and 
ſpiritual improvement, which I myſelf have received 
from that ſolid and judicious treatiſe, excite in me a 
pleaſing hope, that — may be equally inſtructive and 
vantageous to others. 
he — — of it in Theron and Aſpaſio, 
with which you propoſe to introduce the new edition, 
is at your ſervice. To this propoſal I conſent the 
more readily, becauſe Mr MaxsHATIL's book may be 
looked upon as no improper ſupplement to thoſe dia- 
logues and letters. The author of which intended to 
have cloſed his plan with a diſſertation on practical 
holineſs, or evangelical obedience. But this deſign 
was dropped; partly, on account of his very decli- 
ning health ; partly, becauſe the work ſwelled, under 
his Lode, far beyond his expectation. 

He has been adviſed, once more, to reſume the 
pen; and treat that grand ſubject with ſome degree 
of copiouſneſs and particularity. If he ſhould be 
enabled to execute, what he acknowledges to be ex- 
pedient, the doctrines already diſcuſſed, and the pri- 
vileges already diſplayed, will furniſh the principal 
materials for his eſſay. Juſtification, free juſtification, 
through the righteouſneſs of Jesus CARTSs T, is the ſa- 
cred fleece from which he would ſpin his thread, and 
weave his garment; agreeably to that important text, 
Ye are boug ht with a price; therefore glorify GOD }, 

If Providence, in all things wiſe, and in all things 
_ gracious, ſhould ſee fit to with-hold either time or 
ability for the accompliſhment of my purpoſe, I do, 

theſe preſents, nominate and depute Mr MazxsaAaLL 
to ſupply my lack of ſervice. 

Mr Mak$HALL exprefles my thoughts; he proſecutes 
my ſcheme ; and not only purſues the ſame end, but 
proceeds in the ſame way. I ſhall therefore rejoice in 
the proſpect of having the Copel myſtery of ſanctification 
ſtand as a fourth volume to Theron and Aſpaſio. Might 
] be allowed, without the charge of irreverence, to 
uſe the beautiful images of an inſpired writer, I could 
with great ſatisfaction ſay, If this be a wall, that will 
build upon it a palace of ivory; if this be a door, that 
will incloſe it with boards of cedar f. 

Mr MarsHALL repreſents true holineſs as conſiſting 
in the love of G OD, and the love of man that 
unforced, unfeigned, and moſt rational love of GOD, 
which ariſes from a diſcovery of his unſpeakable mer- 


* It is faid, by the very beſt judge of propriety in ſacred 
writing, Great is the myſtery of godlineſs, 1 Tim. iii. 16. This 
paſſage, I preſume, Mr MarsHnaALL had in his view, when he 
1 upon a title for his book. And this paſſage will render 
_ It ſuperior to all cenſure ; unexc: ptionably juſt and proper. 
1 1 Cor. vi. 20. + Cant. viii. 9. 
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cy and infinite kindneſs to us; that cordial, diſinter- 
eſted, and univerſal love of man, which flows from 
the [ws ay of a ſatisfactory and delightful portion 
in the LORD JEHOVAH. Thele dutics, of 
love to our Creator and our fellow-creatures, are re- 
garded as the ſum and ſubſtance of the moral law; as 
the root from which all other branches of pure and 
undefiled religion ſpring. —Holineſs, thus ſtated, is 
conſidered, not as the means, but as a part, a diſtin- 
guiſhed part of our ſalvation ; or, rather, as the very 
central point, in which all the means of grace, and 
all the ordinances of religion, terminate. . 
Man, in a natural ſtate, is abſolutely incapable of 
ctiſing this holineſs, or enjoying this happineſs. 
you aſk, What is meant by @ natural ſtate? it is 
that ſtate, in which we are under the guilt of fin, 
and the curſe of the law ; are ſubject to the power of 
Satan, and influenced by evil propenſities. From this 
ſtate none are releaſed, but by being united to Cukisr; 
or, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, by CHRIST dwelling in 
the heart through faith *, 
Faith, according to Mr MaxsHALL, is a real 7 un- 
ion, that GOD is pleaſed to give CarrsT and his fal- 
vation; to give him freely without any. recommend- 
ing qualifications, or preparatory conditions ; to give 
him, not to ſome ſinners only, but to me a ſinner in 
particular.—lt is likewiſe an actual receiving of CRRisr, 
with all the benefits, privileges, and — of the go- 
ſpel; in purſuance of the divine gift, and on no other 
warrant than the divine grant.—This laſt office is par- 
ticularly inſiſted on, as an eſſential part, or as the prin- 
cipal act of faith. To perform which, there is no ra- 
tional, no poſſible way; unleſs, as our author de- 
clares, we do, in ſome meaſure, perſuade and aſſure 
ourſelves , that CazisT and his falvation are ours. 
As faith is ſuch a perſuaſion of the heart, and ſuch 
a reception of CHRIST, it aſſures the ſoul of ſalvation 
by its own act; antecedent to all reflection on its 
fruits or effects, on marks or evidences. Alt aſſures 
the ſoul of acquittance from guilt, and reconciliation 


* Eph. iii. 17. 

+ It is not, by this expreſſion, aftirmed, or inſinuated, that 
we are able to produce faith in ourſelves, by any power of 
our own. This ſclf-ſuſficiency the author has proftefledly and 
frequently diſclaimed ; afferting, That © the 8PIRAI T of 
** GOD habitually diſpoſes and inclines our hearts to a right 
performance of this moſt important act. This manner of 
ſpeaking is uſed, I imagine, for two reaſons : To point out 
the firſt and chief work, which we are to be doing, inceſſant- 
ly and aſſiduouſly, till our LoxD come: To remind us, that we 
muſt not expect to have faith wrought in us, by ſome fatality 
of ſupernatural operation, without any application or endeavour 
of our own ; but that we muſt make it our diligent endeavour, . 
and our daily buſineſs, to believe in CHRIS T. We muſt a- 
bour to enter into this reft, and fbew all diligence to the full af* 
furance of hope. | _ 


472 M A. R. S. HK A- L I, R. F. unn 1 


to G0 D; of a title to the everlaſting «inheritance, 
and of grace ſufficient for every caſe of need.—By 
the exerciſe of this faith, and the enjoyment of theſe 
bleſſings, we are ſan#ifed ; conſcience is paciſied, and 
the heart purified ;* we are delivered from the domi- 


nion of ſin, diſpoſed to holy tempers, and furniſhed. 


for an holy practice. 

Here, I apprehend, our author will appear ſingular, 
this is the place in which he ſeems to go quite out of 
the common road. The generality of ſerious people 
look upon theſe unſpeakable bleſſings as the reward of 
holineſs ; to be received, after we have ſincerely prac- 
tiſed univerſal holineſs; not as neceſſary, previouſly 
neceſſary to perform any act of true holineſs. This 
is the ſtumbling-block, which our legal minds, dim 
with prejudice, and ſwollen with pride, will hardly 

et over. However, theſe endowments of our new 

ate are, in our author's opinion, the effectual, and 
the only effectual expedient, to produce ſanctification. 
They are the very method which the eternal Spikir 
has ordained, for our bringing forth thoſe fruits of 
righteouſneſs, which are by 2 SUS CHRIST unto the 
«. and praiſe of GO D *,—Whereas, if there be any 
appearances of virtue, or any efforts of obedience, 
which ſpring not from theſe motives and means of 
practice, Mr MARSHALL treats them as © reprobate 
« ſilver. He cannot allow them the character of 
goſpel- holineſs. 

This is the plan, and theſe are the leading ſenti- 
ments, of the enſuing treatiſe. To eſtabliſh or de- 
fend them, is not my aim. This is attempted, and, 
I think, executed, in the work itſelf. My aim is, on- 
ly to exhibit the moſt diſtinguiſhing principles, in one 

ort ſketch, and clear point of view ; that the reader 
may the more eaſily remember them, and, by this 
key, enter the more perfectly into the writer's mean- 
ing.—Let him that is Ne judge; and reject or 
admit, as each tenet ſhall appear to correſpond or diſ- 
agree with the infallible word. Only let candour, 
not rigour, fill the chair; and interpret an unguarded 
expreſſion, or a ſeemingly-inconſiſtent ſentence, by 
the general tenor of the diſcourſe. 

We are not to expect much pathos of addreſs, or 


* Phil, i. 11. 


+ 1 Cor. ii. 15. 


any delicacy of compoſition. Here 
mond is ſet, not in gold, but in ſteel; 
may diſplay the moſt ſprightly beam, 
of brilliancy ; but where it may do the moſt 

ſervice, and afford a fund of uſefulneſs, . ignal 
this book ſo particularly calculated for N ther is 
ſible ſinners, as for tlioſe who are awakened j * Wien. 
licitous attention to their everlaſtin inteen 42 
are earneſtly inquiring, with the hilippian ; who 
What ſhall I do to be ſaved * or paſſionate] Jailor, 
in the language of the apoſtle, O wretched A 
am | who ſhall deliver me from the body of this d that I 
If there be any ſuch, as no doubt there are m ng 7 
the Chriſtian world, I would ſay, with regard we { nz 
as the 1/raelitih captive ſaid concerning her luſt a, 
but afflicted maſter, Would G O D my maſte "ug 


the prophet that is in Samaria ; fer he lt with 
of 2 le proſy . O that ſuch perſons were wee 


with the doctrines, and influenced by the 
contained in this treatiſe! they would, under the : 
vine bleſſing, recover them from their diſtreſs, - 
e _ * n they would com fo ” = 
t | 
. ws. yy thereby eſtabliſh them in every good word 
But I am going to anticipate what the follow; 
tract + ſpeaks. I ſhall therefore only add * = 


wiſhes, that you may meet with Encouragement and 


directions 


ſucceſs in the publication of this truly- valuable Piece, 


Since there 1s, in this inſtance, an evident connec 

between your private intereſt and the general r 

I think you may promiſe yourſelf the approbation and 

acceptance of the public; as you will aſſuredly have 

all the ſupport and aſſiſtance that can be given, by, 

SIR, 
Tour humble ſervant, 

Weſton- Favell, near 
Northampton, James Hexver, 
Nov. 5. 1756. | 


Ads xvi, 30. + Rom. vii. 24. 
| | 2 Kings v. 3. 2 Theſſ. ii. 17. 
+ This extract, or the recommendation given of this excel. 
lent book, entitled, The goſpel-myſtery of ſanctiſication, is to by 
ound in our author's works, above, p. 342. c. I. note. 
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SUBSTANCE or THREE SERMONS 
Preached on the PuBLIc FAST-DAYS, 1756 and 1757, 


HOUTLD any one aſk, © Why does this author 
* pabliſh his ſermons, when the faſt is gone and 
forgotten? For this very reaſon he publiſhes, 

that the fall, though gone, may not be forgotten; 

that we may remember the ſins we confeſſed, and 
the miſeries we deprecated; remember the vows of 

GOD, which are ſtill upon us; and the ſnares of 

death, which are ſtill around us. 

Should it be further aſked, © Why does he obtrude 

„ himſelf on the public, when ſo many eminent wri- 

* ters have already made their appearance? Does 

* he bring with him any diſtinguiſhed excellency of 

* compolition, any ſuperior force of argument, or 

* uncommon delicacy of ſentiment?” No ſuch thing. 

He pretends to nothing refined or extraordinary : he 

affects neither brilliant thought, nor poliſhed ſtyle : 

equally remote from nice criticiſm and profound 
learning, his diſcourſes are ſtudiouſly plain, and 
brought down to the level of the meaneſt capacity. 


* What then is his motive?“ — This is the very 


truth. In ſeveral of the ſermons publiſhed on this 
88 the one thing needful ſeems to be overlooked. 
— and his free grace, CHRIST and his great 

vation, are either totally omitted, or but {lightly 


touched. — | 
go ee: theſe are _ ſlightly touched, the 


r R PF 1 


door of hope and the city of refuge are-ſhewn, as it 
were, through a miſt, dimly and indiſtinctly. We 
have no more than a tranſient glimpſe of the deſirable 
objects; and only ſo much light as is ſuſticient to be- 
wilder, rather than direct. Where they are totally 
omitted, the door of hope is barred, and the city of 
refuge withdrawn from our view. In this caſe, be- 
ing without CHRIST; we are without conſolation; 
and may juſtly complain, with the mourning prophet, 
the Comforter, that ſhould relieve our ſouls, is far off. 
Through the following diſcourſes, a conſtant re- 
gard is paid to the redemption which ig in CHRIST 
ESUS; to his all- atoning blood, and his everlaſt- 
ing righteouſneſs ; which are the grand means, both 
of comforting our hearts, and ſanctifying out nature.— 
Indeed the principal aim of the whole is, to diſplay 
the unſearchable riches of CHRIST, the matchleſs 
efficacy of his death, and that perfe& freeneſs with 
which all his invaluable benefits are beſtowed.—To the/e 
who believe he 1s precious; and to thoſe who are con- 
vinced of ſin, theſe falutary truths will be their own 
beſt recommendation. + Such readers will excuſe a 
multitude of blemiſhes, provided they find JESUS 
who was crucified ; | JESUS, who is the defire of all 
nations; . JESUS, than 1 other foundation can 
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be laid, either for preſent holineſs, or future happineſs. 
As theſe ſermons were not preached to gratify a 
curious taſte, neither are they publiſhed with any fond 
proſpect of reforming a ſinful nation. Sincerely as 
the author loves his country, and ardently as he de- 
ſires the ſalvation of his countrymen, he is not ſo 
vainly ſanguine in his expectations.—But this he will 
venture to aſſert, that, if ever a reformation is pro- 
duced, it muſt, under the influences of the eternal 
SPIRIT, be produced by the doctrines of free grace, 
and juſtification through a REDEEMER's righteoul- 
neſs, Till theſe doctrines are generally inculcated, 
the moſt eloquent harangues from the pulpit, or the 
moſt correct diſſertations from the preſs, will be no 
better than a pointleſs arrow, and a broken bow. 
This alſo he will venture to hope, that the diſ- 
courſes may here and there meet with ſome poor ſin- 
ner, who is ſmitten with a ſenſe of guilt, and alarmed 
with apprehenſions of danger ; who delires nothing ſo 
much as to find a reſting-place, where he may be 
free from the terrors of conſcience, and ſafe in the 


QF 


day of trouble. This freedom and this ſafe 
be found only, are to be found infallibly, 
JESUS and the blood of ſprinkling. 


1 
> 
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, ety are to 
in the bleſſed 
If ſuch a reader 


by the following pages, is conducted to this divine 


ſanctuary, the writer is ſatisfied, is rewarde 
the utmoſt of his wiſhes. 


coveting the wreath of honour; inſtead of 
himſelf any concern about the cious critic j 

thankfully adore that almighty hand which co 
the word of his ſervant, and performeth the coun 
gs, 1 ad 2 
men, com 
ing GOD, and edifying an immortal ſoul 
harmleſs is defamation from a tellow-creature, when 
our great CREATOR ſmiles; and is pleaſed by weak 
things, and by things that are deſpiſed t, to accompliſh 
the purpoſes of his infinite grace and everlaſting love! 


d, enjoy: 
Then, inſtead of ſoliciting tlie voice of fame or 
givin 
he wil 
nfirmeth 


or, oh! how inſipid is the pra 
pared with the exalted pleafure of glory. 
: How 


® 1 Cor. i. 27. 28. + II. xliv. 26. 
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The Time of Danger. 


H E B. Xi. 
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Through faith he kept the paſſover, and the ſprinkling of blood, leſt he that deſtroyed 
the firſt-born ſhould touch them. 


F we conſult the hiſtory to which theſe words 
refer, we ſhall find the Iſraelites in a ſtate 
of great affliction. The Egyptians oppreſſ- 
= cd them; very heavily laid the yoke upon 
them; and made their /rves bitter with hard bondage. 
he miſery of his people G ON pities, and is re- 
ſolved to redreſs. Accordingly he ſends Moſes, in 
the quality of his ambaſſador, to demand their releaſe. 
The. king of Egypt moſt inſolently replies, Who is the 
LORD, that I ſhould obey his voice, to let Iſrael go? I 
#now not the LORD, neither will I let Iſrael go. GOD, 
to chaſtiſe his inſolence and obſtinacy, inflicts a va- 
ricty of plagues on him and bis ſubjects: in contempt 
of all which Pharaoh bardens his heart, perſiſts in his 
diſobedience; and refuſes to let the people go—At laſt, 
fays the LORD, 7 will bring one plague more upon Pha- 
raoh and upon Egypt * which ſhall infallibly accom- 
pliſh my purpoſe. Be their hearts hard as the nether 
millitone, this ſhall make them feel ; be their reſolution 
ſtubborn as an iron finew, this ſhall make it band. 
About midnight I will go out into the midſt of Egypt, and 
all the firſt-born in the land of Egypt ſhall die +. 

But as the Iſraelites then dwelt in Egypt, how 
ſhould they be ſafe amidſt the general deſolation?— 


—— 


Will it be ſaid, the Ifraclites, being the people of GOD, 
were not expoſed to this puniſhment ; had no reaſon 
to fear the infliction of this vengeance? None, that 
remembers how all the world is become guilty before 


+ Exod, xi. 4. 5. 


* Exod, xi. 1. 


GOD, will affirm this; none, that conſiders how re- 
bellious and idolatrous the Iſraelites were, can ſup- 
poſe this. And every one who has read Ezek. xx. 
8. * muſt allow, that there was no difference in this 
reſpect. The one people were criminal, as well 25 
the other. All of them moſt righteouſly deſerved the 
aſſlictive ſtroke. Grace, free and ſovereign grace 
alone, muſt make the diſtinction. 

Since this was the caſe, it may reaſonably be aſked, 
How ſhall the Iſraelites be ſafe ? —The LORD himſelf 
directs Moſes to a method, which ſhould effectualiy 
ſecure all the families of Iſrael, while death entered 
into every habitation of the Egyptians. The method 
—its execution—and ſucceſs—are all ſpecificd in the 
text. By faith Moſes kept the paſſwoer, and the JÞri" 
kling of blood, leſt he that deſtroyed the firſt-born ſhould 
touch them. Where we may obſerve, 

I. A very dreadful danger; ſignified by the defiru 
tion of the firſt-born. 

II. A method of ſecurity from this 7 5 ; effected 
by keeping the paſſover, and the blood of ſpriniling. 

fr Ke The 2 of this method; denoted by the 
deſtroyer not ſo much as touching them. 


* But they rebelled againſt me, and would not hearken unte 2 
they did not, every man, caſt away the abominaſ ion, of his eye], 
neither did they forſake the idols of Egypt. * dal 
pour out my fury upon them, to accompliſh mine anger againſt t 
in the midſt of the land of Egypt. 


Then 1 faid, I uil 
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od LORD enable us to open and apply the 
3 1 * divided! Then we ſhall ſee their ſuitable- 


neſs to the preſent occaſion; and, I hope, feel their 
ſalutary influence on our ſouls. 


danger; ſigniſied by the deſtruc- 
tion of the firſt-born. The LORD had already put his 
hand to the ſword, It was even now drawn from the 
f-abbard, and had received a commiſſion to go forth ; 
to go forth that very night; to walk through all the 
land of Lgypt; and to be bathed, before the morning- 
light, in the blood of the ſirſt- born, all the Erſt· born, from 
the hau ghty king that ſat on the throne, even to the ſlave 
that toiled at the mill, and the very ſheep that yeaned 
jn the ficld, — Tremendous, as well as inevitable blow [ 
O what an alarm will it create, and what affliction 
will it ſpread ! make every heart ſad, and every houſe 
a ſcene of mourning ! There ſhall be a great cry throug h- 
out all the land of Egypt, ſuch as there was none like it, 
nor ſhall be like it any more &. | 


I. A very dreadful 


And is not the preſent time a time of imminent , 


danger? are not the judgments of the Almighty now 
abroad in the world? have not earthquakes ſhaken 
kingdoms, and rent the foundations of nature ? have 
they not ſpread terror through our own and diſtant 
nations ; laid wealthy towns and magnificent cities in 
ruin; and ſwallowed up or deſtroyed unknown multi- 
tudes of our fellow-creatures ? 

Is not the ſword of ſlaughter drawn ? has not war 
hung out her bloody flag? are not the flames kindled 
in Europe and America; on the land and on the 
ocean? are they not gathering ſtrength daily; ſpread- 
ing their rage continually ; and threatening to over- 
run all ? 

If we were evidently ſuperior to our enemies in 
number and power, in vigilance and unanimity ; yet 
the events of military undertakings are very uncertain. 
The battle is not always to the rte . Succeſs and 
victory depend upon a hand higher far than the arm of 
fleſh. Without me, faith the LORD, they ſball bow down 
under the priſoners, and they ſhall fall under the flain }. 

But are we not at war with one of the moſt potent, 
inſidious, enterpriſing kingdoms in the world? is there 
not great reaſon to ſuppoſe, that they will ſoon be 
joined by their neighbours the Spaniards ? And, if we 
have been worſted by one, how ſhall we contend with 
their united force? Conſidering the fituation and be- 
haviour of the ungrateful Auſtrians, have we not cauſe 
to ſuſpect the junction of a third Popiſh power againſt 
our religion and liberty? will not the court of Rome, 
with all her bigotted adherents, urge and inſtigate 
them to be active in this confederacy ||? will they not 
at this juncture, the moſt favourable for the proſecu- 
tion of their purpoſe that any age has afforded, or 
their own fanguine zeal can deſire will they not ex- 
ert their utmoſt ability to cruſh the Proteſtant cauſe, 
and extirpate the Proteſtant name ? 


* Exod. xi. 6. + Eccleſ. ix, 11. 1 

| I am informed, that when the Pope heard of the alliance 
lately eſtabliſhed between the houſes of Bourbon and Auſtria, 
Hungary and Bohemia, ſtrengthened by the unexpected acceſſion 
of Ruffia, he cried out, with an air of triumph, O admirabile com- 
merctium generis humant ! * Admirable affociation and inter- 
* courſe of mankind! ” promiſing himſelf, 1 ſuppoſe, from 
this remarkable turn of affairs, ſuch advantages to the cauſe 
and intereſts of Popery as exceeded even all his hopes. 

+ The French and Auſtrian miniſters, it ſeems, have long 
been concerting meaſures to tear up the reformed religion by 
the roots, and not to leave a Proteſtant upon the face of the 
earth, "This execrable plot is diſcovered by the fagacity and ac- 
uvity of the king of Pruſſia; is averred and proved, in the 
Memorials lately publiſhed by his Majeſty. If that hero and 

army ſhould fall before their enemies, what can hinder the 
*Xccution of this horrid deſign ? It may puzzle the acuteſt po- 
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Should the enemy make a deſcent upon our iſland, 
what can we expect, but that our iſland be turned into 
a field of blood? They, who have always been jea- 
lous of our intereſt and influence, have now added rage 
to their jealouſy. Their reſentment, like the burnin 
fiery furnace, 1s heated ſeven times hotter than uſual. 
We ſhould certainly find them, as the ſcripture ſpeaks, 
a bitter and haſty natien * ; and, without the ſpirit of 
prophecy, may venture to declare, Wo be to England, 
if GOD ſhould now dcliver it into the hands of the 
French. 

Some, perhaps, may cry, * Theſe fears are all chi- 
* merical. There is no ground for ſuch diſcoura- 
* ging ſuggeſtions. We don't queſtion but we ſhall 
„ be a match, and more than a match for our adver- 
“ ſaries.” — To this confident boaſting let not m 
tongue, but let the courſe of events, let the diſpoſals 
of Providence reply.—Have we, then, been ſuperior 
in the day of trial? Alas! have we not loſt Minorca ? 
is not Olwego gone? a general ſlain, and his army 
cut 1n pieces? an admiral condemned to be ſhot to 
death, and his fleet defeated by an inferior number of 
the enemy's ſhips? Are not ravages and depredations 
made almolt continually upon our colonies in America 
and horrible, unheard-of cruelties committed by the 
ſavages, on the perſons of our fellow- ſubjects? What 
have we reaped from the late campaign, but diſap- 
pointment, loſs, and ſhame ? 

Are not all theſe things apparently againſt us? will 
they not difpirit our men and embolden our foes ? will 
they not make our allies backward to come in with 
their ſuccours, and render the powers that are unen- 
gaged afraid to declare themſelves on our fide ? 

All theſe circumſtances conſidered, the preſent time 
appears to be a time of uncommon danger: affairs, 
look where-ever we will, wear a louring aſpect. Our 


ſky is black with clouds, and there is the found of abun- 


dance of ram f. Judgments ſeem, more than ſeem, 
to be hovering all around us. How ſoon they may 
fall GO D, only knows! Ja. 

If GOD indeed were for us, we might truſt, and not 
be afraid; we might look danger in the face, and 
boldly ſay, Who ſpall be againſt us | *— But is this the 
caſe ! are we a righteous nation, that keepeth the truth || © 
is there ſufficient reaſon to believe, that the holy Onc 
of Ifrael is our defence ?—Are we not, on the contra- 
ry, a ſinful generation, a people laden with iniquity ? 
is there not abundant reaſon to fear, leſt our GO D 
ſhould ſay, in terrible indignation, They are joined to i- 
dols, let them alone I In order to determine this 
point, let us examine our ways. Nothing can be 
more proper for a day of humiliation. Are not we, 
like the Egyptians, in a ſtate of great danger? if we 
conſider 

1. The /ins of our nation. 

1 2. The judgments of GOD denounced upon ſuch 
us. 

3. The certain execution of thoſe judgments, unleſs 
we fly to the appointed refuge. 

t. Conſider the ſins of our nation. Here I ſhall 
mention ſome, and only ſome, of thoſe abominations, 
which, where-eyer they are found, cannot fail to pro- 
voke the eyes of GO D's glory, and render either a 
perſon or a people ripe for his vengeance. 

The Chr:/t:an ſabbath is an ineſtimable privilege to 
the church of CHRIST: it is a happy means of 
building us up in knowledge, of eſtabliſhing us in 
faith, and preparing us for our everlaſting reſt Vet 
is it not ſhamefully profaned in city and in country ? 
What multitudes waſte it in idleneſs, or ſquander it 
away in unedifying converſation ; making it by far 
the moſt uſeleſs and contemptible day of the week ?— 
This they do, even though G OD ſtrictly charges, 


Hab. i. 6. 
| If, xXvi. 2. 
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ſaying, Remember ye the ſulbhath day, not barely to ab- 
ſtain {rom your ordinary works, but ts keep it holy * ; 
devoting it entirely to holy purpoſes, and religious 
exerciſes, —This they do, even though GOD folemn- 
ly threatens, ſaying, F ye will not hearken unto me, to 
hallow the ſabbath-day, then will I kindle a fire in your 

ates, and it ſhall devour the palaces of Feruſalem, and 
it ſhall not be quenched +. 

Is not the name of GOD great, wonderful, and holy? 
ought it not to be uſed with the deepeſt veneration, 
and magnified above all things? But is it not audaci- 
oully diſhonovred, and impiodully blaſphemed ? diſho- 
noured by cuitomary and wanton, blaſphemed by falſe 
and perfidious ſwearing? Has not the moſt high GOD 
declared, that he will in no wite hold ſuch daring 
wretches guiltleſs ? Yet how do theſe daring wretches 
ſwarm, like the locuſts of ſociety, in our polluted 
land? O England, how is thy air tainted with this 
breath of the infernal pit! how do thy ſtreets refound, 
moſt horribly. reſound, with this language of hell! 
And will not the almighty LOR D make thee know, 
— know by bitter experience, what that meancth, 
which is ſpoken by his prophet? Becauſe of ſwearing 
the land mourneth f; mourneth under afflicting viſita- 
tions, and deſolating judgments. 

Is not the ſcripture a ſingular bleſſing? Yes; it is 

celebrated by the pſalmiſt as the ſovereign blefling ; 
that which crowns the other inſtances of divine good- 
neſs: He ſheweth his word unto facob, his ſtatutes and 
ordinances wnto Iſrael, It rs alſo celebrated as a moſt 
diſtinguiſhing bleſſing, from which multitudes are ex- 
cluded: He hath not dealt ſo with all nations, neither 
have the Heathen knowledge of his laws ||. Should not 
then the ſcripture be precious to our ſouls ; more pre- 
cious than fine gold ; ſweeter alſo than honey, and the 
droppings of the honey-comb ? ſhould we not exerciſe 
ourſelves in it day and night f; reading it by day, 
meditating on it by night? ſhould we not make it the 
moſt delightful ſubject of our converſation ? talk of it 
to our children, our domeſtics, our neighbours; when 
we lie down, and rife up; when we walk by the way, 
and fit in the houſe + ?—But where are the perſons 
who bear ſuch a ſuperlative eſteem for the Bible ? 
where 1s the company that delights to converſe on 
thoſe oracles of truth? where are the parents that dili- 
gently inſtruct their children, and feed them with the 
milk of the word? Diverſion, of every kind, engages 
their attention, and the molt trifling impertinence 
employs their tongue: but the LOR D's word is in- 
ſipid, if not irkſome. His word is treated, even by 
Proteſtants, as the manna was treated by the Iſraelites, 
who had the ingratitude and impudence to ſay, Our 
oul loatheth this light bread ++. A plague from the 
LORD of hoſts was the conſequence of their con- 
temptuous treatment of the meat that periſheth. Of 
how much ſorer puniſhment ſhall we be thought wor- 
thy, who contemn the food which endureth to ever- 
laſting life ? | 

'G OD hath reſerved the unjuſt, ſaith the ſcripture, 
nnto the day of judgment, to be puniſhed ; chrefly theſe 
who walk after the fleſh in the luſts of uncleanneſs =, Is 
not this iniquity rampant among the inhabitants of 
England ? What lewd pictures are expoſed to view ! 
what filthy writings are ſuffered to ſee the light! fewel 
for luſt, and incentives to debauchery.— What 1s wit, 
in our days, but either ſome laſcivious hint, or ſome 
licentious abuſe of ſcripture? Are not the wanton en- 
tertainments of the ſtage, and other ſeminaries of lewd- 
neſs, countenanced, ſupported, thronged? Can you 
acquit our cities and towns of drunkennels, revellings, 
and abominable exceſſes? Are not theſe, and all forts 
of filthinets, found in our ſkirts? It ſo, hear the word 


* Pſal. i. 2. + Deut. vi, 7. f Numb. xxi- 5. | 2 Pet. ii, 10, 
+ Exod. xx. 8. — Jer. xvii. 27, 
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of the LORD, and let it fink deep into ever | 
When I had fed them to the full, they then 3 8 
dultery, and aſſembled themſelves by treeps in the hes « 
houſes. They were as fed horſes in the morning Varl 
one neighed after his neighbour's wife. Shall =; 
for theſe things? ſaith the LORD; and ſhall ; 
foul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this *? 

Is not religion, vital religion, very much wn; 
decline? does it not, even among the ſerious. 1 
ſickly dying aſpect? What multitudes profeſs to kng 
G O0 D, but in works deny him; and, quite deſtit 8 
of the power of godlineſs, content themſelvez = 
the mere form? Whereas, if any, in imitation fn 
firſt believers and preachers, are fervent in (pirit | 
ving the LORD with alacrity and zeal ; thef: perſons 
inſtead of being encouraged, are oppoſed ; inſtead a 
being eſteemed, are reproached.—Of ſuch perſons eye 
the malignant ſpirit could bear witneſs ; Theſe are T 
ſervants of the moſt high GOD, who fhew unto us the«, . 
of ſalvation f. But among us, who call ourſe,; 
Chriſtians, who pique ourſelves upon being hom 
reſt church in Chrittendom, among us ſuch 1 
are deemed the viſionaries of the age, the diſturber: of 
ſociety, the men that would turn the world upfide donvn! 
— The miniſters who are molt faithful, and the peogl 
who are moſt exemplary, are a deriſion and a by-word 
among their neighbours. Thus, in Iſrael, they mocked 
the meſſengers of GOD, and deſpiſed his words, and mij 
uſed his prophets. But it was to the confuſion of thiſe 
ſcofſers, and the ruin of their country. Hr the <yrath 
of the LORD argſe againſt his people, till there was wy 
remedy. Therefore he brought upon them the king of the 
Chaldees, who flew their young men with the ſword, bs 
the houſe of their ſunctuary; and had no compaſſion 1er 
young man or maiden, old man or him that ſloped fir 
age ||. 

” Los we not abandoned to a ſpirit of carnal conf 
dence? When do we diſcover any reliance on the Al. 
mighty, or aſcribe any of our ſucceſs to his gracious 
interpoſition? It is not G O D, but our ſword, that 
ſhall help us. Or, if any unſeen power is acknow- 
ledged, it is not the LORD of hoſts, but goed /erture, 
One would almoſt imagine, that we were aſhamed of a 
heavenly ally; and thought it a diſgrace to own our- 
ſelves dependent on Omnipotence. Is not ſuch a tem- 
per a national infatuation, and the harbinger of na- 
tional judgments? Zedekiah and the men of Judah 
forgot or neglected the Rock of their falvation, and 
made Pharaoh's army their confidence. But fee what 
was the iſſue, or hear it from the mouth of him who 
fulfilleth the word of his fervants ; Though ye had ſnit. 
ten the whole army of the Chaldeans that fight again 

ou, and there remained but wounded men among them, jet 
ſhould they riſe up every man in his tent, and burn ibi 
city with fire f. h 

Should you ſay, This is a falſe charge: have ve 
not, this very day, publicly acknowledged, that, 
« without the divine aid, the wiſeſt counſels of ral 
« men, and the multitude of an hoſt, and all the in- 
« ſtruments of war, are but weak and vain ?” Have 
we not likewiſe expreſsly declared, that,“ not con- 
« fiding in the ſplendor of any thing that is great, ® 
« the ſtability of any thing that is ſtrong here below, 
« we do moſt humbly flee to the L OR D for ſuccour, 
« and putourtruſt under theſhadow of his wings — 
I would to GOD we believed that acknowledgment, 
and acted conformably to this declaration. We ſhould 
then be very diligent to propagate My 7 among 
our ſoldiers and ſailors; we ſhould ſeek for ſuch afl. 
cers and commanders, as are men fearing GOU; 
we ſhould be as deſirous to eſtabliſh our troops 1 
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W fivence of their circumſtances ? 
Princes and rulers hath been chief in the ſeveral tre- 


87 K. J. HE TIME 
ine to train them up in military diſcipline. 
411 Dd with our army? 15 it thus with our 
> Vilit a man of war. You will think ourſelt, 
_ one of the bulwarks of our iſland, but in a little 
hell. Obſerve the gentlemen of the ſword. Concern- 
ins the generality of them you will have reaſon to 
aſk, Are theſe Chriſtians? are they not incarnate de- 
vils 1 And can we expect, that the infinitely-pure 
GOD will go forth with f#:h hoſts? wall he not ra- 


* . id . ? 
become their enemy, and fight againſt them t 
What ignorance prevails, eſpecially among the lower 


ranks of people? The groſſeſt ignorance of themſelves, . 


of GOD our SAVIOUR; the groſſeſt igno⸗ 
a of grace and ſalvation by a RE D E E ML R's 
rizhteouſnels ; the groſſeſt ignorance of the very firſt 
priaciples of our holy religion. To do evil they are 
wiſe : but to do good, to believe in FESUS CHRIST, 
to love and glotity him who bought ſinners with his 
blood; to do all, to do any of this, they have nd 
knowledge. And is it a ſmall matter to be thus ch:/- 
dren of darkneſs ? is not the ſoul alienated from . he life 
| of G OD through ignorance f? does not this diſpleaſe 
we moſt high G OD, and provoke the holy One of 
lac? Let his own word determine: /t is people of 
W  under/landing ; therefore he that made them, will not 
= have mercy on them,; and he that formed them, will ſhew 
W them no favour ||. Are theſe impotent menaces * made 
only to be contemned ? then we may diſmiſs our fears. 
But if they are the word of GO PD, which liveth and 
abidetli for ever; then we have reaſon to cry, What 
will become of England?“ 
in a word, religion, both as to knowledge and 
practice, was never at ſo low an ebb, ſince the refor- 
mation took place; nor luxury, and immorality of 


every kind, at ſuch an enormous height. Where now 


© are our rulers? are they zealous for G O D, and va- 
ant for the truth; have they courage to ſtem the tor- 


rent, or to oppoſe the overflowings of ungodlineſs ? 


Where are the grandees and magiſtrates! warm 
= with generous indignation, do they ſnatch the ſpear ; 

and, like the gallant Phinehas, ſmite through the loins 
of iniquity? Alas! have not our great men altogether 
= broken the yoke, and burſt the bonds |? are they not, 

generally ſpeaking, the ringleaders in tranſgreſſion; 
as eminent for their contempt of G O D, as for the af- 
Tea, the hand of the 


ales ++. But will that dignity; which they have abu- 
ſed; will that authority, which was lent them for 
better purpoſes ; will thoſe diſtinctions be a ſecurity 
W to them or their country, in the day of vilitation ?— 
lear what the righteous L OR D ſays, who is higher 
than the higheſt, and able to execute all his decrees : 
It i5 th: ſword of the great men that are flain, which 
8 *ntereth into their privy chambers. I have ſet the point 
/ the ſword againſt all their gates, that their hearts 
8 ay faint, and their ruins be multiplied +. Gates, be 
they cver ſo ſtrongly fortified, or ever fo faithfully 
| guarded, are no fence againſt the point of IE H O- 


BY VAH's ſword. And if fin is ſuffered to enter, 


Judgments will affuredly foltow : judgments will fol- 
low even the moſt powerful and wealthy ſinners ; 
will purſue them like an eager blood-hound ; will 
haunt them like a diſmal ghoſt ; will force a way into 
their palaces, nay into their cloſeſt retirements; and 


* Does this ſound harſh ? or will any other part of the charge 
advanced in theſe diſcourſes, prove offenfive I am ſorry 
chere ſhould be any occaſion for ſuch language. But ] dare not 

oo it; I muſt not ſoften it; no nor apologize for it. 'Thus 
4 * » however, I will very readily acknowledge, borrowing 

e words of Job; If it be not fo now, let experience make me 
a liar, and in this caſe make my | 
25 Deſirous as I am of ſpe 


3 peech nothing worth, Job xxiv, 
0 so be convicted of falſchood. 


g truth, here I ſhall rejoice 
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never remit the chace, till fainting of heart ends in 
multiplied ruin; in the ruin of themſelves, the ir fami- 
lies, their country. | 

Amidſt all theſe crying evils, are we not preſumptu- 
oufly ſecure? is there not a deplotable ſpirit of ſtupi - 
dity, which blinds our eyes, and renders us inſenfible ? 
Scarce any one lays theſe miſeries and dangers to 
heart. Who mourneth for the abominations of the 
land? who ſtirreth up himſelf to call upon G O D, if 
ſo be he may yet be entreated, and have mercy upon 
Zion? —Are we not too much like the intoxicated ſin- 
ners of the old world? They ate, they drank ; they 
bought, they ſold ; they planted, oy builded. They 
gave themſelves wholly up to ſenſual gratifications, 
and inferior cares; diſregarding all the admonitions of 
Noah, and all the tokens of impending vengeance : 
till the divine long-ſuffering ceaſed ; the univerſal food 
came ; and, with irreſiſtible violence, ſwept them all 
awny *,—Are we not in the condition of thoſe ſupine 
ſenſeleſs people, ſpoken of by the prophet, Zephaniah ? 
It ſhall come to paſs at that day, that I will jearch Je- 
ruſalem with candles, and puniſh the men that. are ſettled. 
upon their lees ; that ſay in their heart, The LORD will 
not do good, neither will he do evil. And may we not 
juſtly expect their awful doom? Therefore their goods 
/hall become a booty, and their houſes a deſolation. Their 
blood ſhall be poured out as duſt, and their fleſh as the 
dung. Neither their filver nor their gold hall be able to 
deliver them, in the day of the LO RD's wrath; but 
the whole land ſhall be devoured by the fire of his jealouſy +. 

As a farther aggravation of our crimes, have we 
not been incorrigible, amidſt the moſt compulſive and 
the moſt winning motives to amendment We have 
been viſited with a contagious diſtemper among our 
cattle ; which, we were apprehenſive, might have in- 
troduced a plague among the human race. From this 
fear we have been delivered: but are we delivered 
from our evil works, and have we renounced all un- 
godlineſs ?—Rebellion broke out in our iſland ; threat- 
ening to overthrow our Proteſtant government, and 
deprive ns of our reformed religion; threatening to 
deprive us of onr liberty and its privileges, of 
our peace and its comforts. This ſtorm alſo was 
ſoon blown over, and tranquillity reſtored to our land. 
But did we return every one to the LORD our 
G OD, who dealt fo graciouſly with us? —Earthguates 
have ſhattered other kingdoms, have deſtroyed other 
cities; while they only admoniſhed, not injured, us 
and ours. Has this goodneſs, this diſtinguiſhing good- 
neſs of G O D, led us to repentance ?—Were we not 
lately preſerved from the moſt calamitous of all tem- 
poral loſſes? from loſing the precious fruits of the 
earth. When the.corn was ripe and ready for the 
ſickle, who can forget the louring ſky, and the de- 
ſcending rains, which held back the huſbandman's 
hand, and forbade the gathering? A few more days 
ot ſuch unſeaſonable weather had inevitably ſpoiled 
the produce of the ground, and deſtroyed the ſtaff of 
life. But divine Providence, at the very hour of 
need, reſtrained the immodcrate ſhowers ; bid the ſun 
ſhine forth with peculiar brightneſs ; and gave us tha 
expected weeks of the harveſt; thus reſcuing us 
from famine, perhaps from peſtilence, probably from 
mutiny, certainly from a train of evils, the particu- 
lars of which we cannot ſo much as imagine. But is 
there not too much ground for the complaint, ſo pa- 


* Lake xvii. 27. + Zeph. i. 12. &c. 
Tremendous threat'ning ! black as night it fland?, 


Fierce as ten ſuries, terrible as hell, 
And ſhakes a dreadful dart ; 


Even the dart of divine indignation over a guilty land. Yet 
who is awakened from a ſtate of indolence ? who is induced 
to watch and pray? who falls down at the fect of J EH O- 
V AH, though they ſee his wrath enkindling, and hear his 
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thetically urged, and ſo frequently repeated, by the 
prophet; Though I have done all this for you, yet have 
ye not returned unto me, ſaith the LORD *? 

Behold, now, the ſtate of our nation.—Our ſins 
abound, and are grown up to heaven; — ſins of 
every, even the moſt horrid kind ;—ſins among all 
ranks, from the higheſt to the loweiſt.—ln our fins 
we perſiſt, 7 wooed, as it were, with the choiceſt 
mercies; though made to ſmart under various judg- 
ments; though threatened with far more afflictive vi- 
ſitations.— And will the great, the mighty, the im- 
mortal G O D, always bear with ſuch a people? will 
he receive the moſt horrible indignities, and ſtill, ſtill 
refrain himſelf? Surely he will awake, as one out of 
ſleep ! ſurely he will ſay, with a determined indigna- 
tion, Ab! I will eaſe me of mine adverſaries, and a- 
venge me of mine enemies + — Has he not ſhewed us 
evident tokens of his ditpleaſure ? is he not filling all 
his diſpenſations with marks of anger? And what, 
O what may be the end of theſe beginnings! how 
doleful, how deſtructive | unleſs ſovereign grace in- 
terpoſe; bringing us, by faith in the SON of GOD, 
to unfeigned repentance and newnels of life. — Some 
notion we may form concerning the end of theſe things 
by unfolding the ſecond point; 

2. The judgments of G O D denounced on ſuch fins, 
-— Where ſuch iniquities prevail, we might naturall 
conclude, that the divine indignation is awakened, 
and the divine vengeance lingereth not. Is there a 
GOD? does he behold the children of men? is his 
nature infinitely pure and holy ? Surely then he can- 
not, he will not ſuffer the moſt outrageous violations 
of his ſublime perfections to paſs unpuniſhed. Thus 
we might * — from the nature of GOD; this we 
might conjecture from the aſpect of things. But we 
have a more ſure word of prophecy ; in this word, 
the wrath of GOD is revealed againſt all ungodlineſs and 
unrighteouſneſs of men l. And ſee! in what flaming 
colours, by what frightful images this wrath is re- 
preſented, theſe judgments are deſcribed. 

They are likened to à lion rending his prey. The 
LORD hath been une Ephraim as a moth, and unto 
the houſe of Fudah as a worm. He had diſpenſed 
milder corrections ; afflicting them in meaſure, and 
with-holding inferior comforts. His judgments were 
like a moth fretting the garment, or like a worrh cor- 
roding the wood. In both which caſes the conſump- 
tion creeps, as it were; the waſting operates ſilently, 
and proceeds flowly. Thus the chaſtiſing JEHOVAH 
acted ; giving the people ſpace for recollection, and 
looking for repentance ; but no repentance was pro- 
duced : they continued irreclaimable, adding fin to 
ſin.— Then ſays the LORD, will be unto Ephraim 
as a lion; which, all fierce and ravenous, ruſhes up- 
on a lonely traveller. I will now come forth, as an 
incenſed and irreſiſtible adverſary, and be as à roarin 
lion to the houſe of Fudah. I, even I, who am ommi- 

tent, will tear, will deſtroy them with a mighty 

and; and go away, ſatiated with {laughter and ven- 
geance. I will take away both prince and people; 1 
will take away their very place and nation ; and none 
ſhall have power to effect, or courage to attempt a 
reſcue ||.—If G OD do thus to perverſe and incorri- 
gible Fudah, why ſhould we imagine that he will 
deal otherwiſe with perverſe and incorrigible England ? 
They are deſcribed by a food. Now therefore behold 
the LORD bringeth up upon them the waters of the river, 


ſtrong and many, even the king of Aſſyria and all his * 


: and he ſball aome up over all his channels, and go 
over all his banks. And he ſhall paſs through Judah, ; 
be ſhall overflow and go over ; he ſhall reach even to the 
neck, and the ſtretching out of his wings ſhall fill the 


breadth of thy land, OIMMANUEL }. The king 


Amos iv. 6. 8. 9. 10. 11. 
3 Rom. i. 18. Hol. v. 12. 14. 


1 IC. i. 24. 
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of Aſſyria and his army, determined to! 
are ſignified by the * of the river, I Jt, 
LORD bringeth up; over-ruling the pur cle ½ 
ambitious princes, and making even their beer of 
ſigns ſubſervient to his holy Will.— They are * de. 
waters of an immenſe flood, ſtrong and man ; © the 
multitude innumerable, and their force * their 
able. For they ſhall come with all their gz, due. 
their choiceſt troops, their ableſt commander * 
their whole warlike artillery. He hall come 5 8 
his channels, and go over all his banks : 
of his vaſt dominion, his troops ſhall be Alem 5 
each province ſhall be drained of its brave} i 
tants; and all unite to render this expedition 15 
the moſt formidable that ever was undertaken 3 
ſhall paſs through Judah; not only make eh 
the frontiers, but puſh his way through the country 
and penetrate the very heart of the kingdom 1 
Hall overflow ; ſpread terror and deſolation on 6... 
ſide, and in every quarter. He ſhall go over ville. 
1 5 | oy 
towns, cities, tribes ; and bear down all before bis. 
He /hall reach even to the neck; his ravages fþ n 
extend even to the royal city, to the very = 
of the metropolis ; threatening deſtruction to the l 
Jace of the king, and the walls of the temple, 4; 
. . * R o 
ſtretching out of his wings, the ſeveral detachments an; 
parties of his victorious army, Hall fill the breadth of 
the land with havock, flaughter, and ruin; even 9 
land, OTMMANU EL. Their relation to thee {ij 
2 no favour, ſhall afford no protection. J 
ave diſhonoured that goodly name wherewith the 
were called. Therefore that goodly name ſhall x 
longer ſtand in the breach, but pour itſelf with the 
torrent, and render it irreſiſtible. —Such an inund:. 
tion of judgments, ſo terrible, ſo deſtructive, hate 
not we deſerved, may not we expect ? 
Theſe 8 are compared to fire, and to the 
flerceſt of fires, that which glows in a furnace. Tis 
houſe of Iſrael is to me become drofs, all they are byaj,, 
and tin, and iron, and lead, in the midſt of the furnace; 
they are even the drefs of ſilver. Therefore thus ſaith 
the LORD GOD, becauſe ye are all become drefs, te 
hold, therefore I will gather you into the midſt of Jet 
Salem. As they gather braſs, and iron, and tin, and 
lead into the midſt of the furnace, to blow the fire upon i, 
to melt it; ſo will I gather you, in mine anger and in ny 
fury; and I will leave you there, and melt you. Tea, | 
will gather you, and blow upon you in the fire of ny 
wrath, and ye ſhall be melted in the midſt thereof k. 3 
ſtoniſhing words! And they are doubled ! they ar 
redoubled! in order to alarm the inſenſible finners: 
as the ſword, by being brandiſhed in many a dread. 
full circle, over the criminal's head, ſtrikes terror in- 
to his apprehenſions, before it does the work of ven. 
geance on his heart. This generation is become bra, 
impudent in their wickedneſs. They have a whore 
forehead ; they cannot bluſh at their iniquaties, but 
glory in their ſhame. —They are in,; a degenerate racy 
children that are corrupters. They have forſaken tic 
good old way, and ſwerved from the example of ther 
athers.—With regard to hardneſs of heart, they ate 
as iron; impenitent amidſt all their guilt ; obſtinatel 
tenacious of their vices ; and not to be wrought u 
on by any addreſſes, not to be reclaimed by any e, 
dedients. In another reſpect, they are as Jed; ſtupid 
and ſottiſh ; pliable to evil, but for any good pur pole 
unmeet, to every good work reprobate.—Becaulc they 
are ſo exceedingly ſinful, they ſhall be overtaken b) 
G O D's anger, and ſurrounded by his fury; 25 — 
tals caſt into the midſt of a furnace, are ſurrounde 
with the raging heat. The flame of this wrath ſh 
be blown, as with a vehement wind, to its _ 5 
height. In this furnance they ſhall be left, to u 
wrath they ſhall be abandoned; till, by a complicaU® 


* Exck, xxii. 18. 19. 20. 21. 
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| ions, reſembling the complication of their 
bg 4 are —— ſubdued, and even melted ; 
10 melted, as to be either purged from the droſs of 
their iniquities, Or elſe blended together in one pro- 

7 ruin. | | 1 
netg jud gments are deſcribed by the terrible repre- 
ſentation of an end. An end of affluence and pro:pe- 
rity, of which we have gloried: an end of power 
and ſtrength, in which we have truſted : an end of 
all national bleſſings, which we have not improved to 
GO D's honour, but turned into licentiouſneſs. Thus 
ſaith the LORD GOD, An end, the end is come upon 
the feur corners of the land. The fword is without, and 
the peſtilence and the famine within: he that is in the field, 
ſhall die vit h the fword ; and he that is in the city, 

eſtilence and famine ſhall devour him *, For this we 
aw been ripening, by an unintermitted courſe of 
ungodlineſs and iniquity. And what can be expected 
by an impenitent people, hating to be reformed : 
What, but that judgments, which have long been 
ſuſpended, ſhould at laſt be inflicted 3 An end 15 come : 
it is come upon the land. It is a national vilitation ; 
not confined to a part, but extending to the whole 
kingdom. Upon the four corners of the land. No place 
ſhall be exempt ; nothing ſecure: neither that which 
ſeems to be moſt ſecret, nor that which lies moſt re- 
mote. The vengeance is univerſal and inevitable. — 
The executioners of this vengeance take their ſtand, 
within and without, at home and abroad; ſo that to 
fly from one is only to fall into the hands of another. 
He that is in the field ſhall find no way to eſcape, but 


hall die with the ſword, He that is in the city ſhall ob- 


tain no protection, but famine and peſtilence ſhall de- 
vour him. Every city ſhall be a charnel-houſe, and e- 
very field a field of blood. In city and country fin 
has prodigiouſly abounded ; therefore in city and 
country deſolation ſhall be made, deaths ſhall be mul- 
tiplied, miſerics ſhall abound. . 

Theſe are ſome of the images; by which the judg- 
ments and the wrath of G O D are repreſented in the 
ſcriptures. But when all images are uſed, when fancy 
itſelf is exhauſted, we may truly cry out with the pſal- 
miſt, Who knoweth the power of thine anger +? If GOD 
whet his glittering ſword, and his hand take hold on 
judgment, what can withſtand it, or who can ſuſtain 
it? If his wrath be kindled, yea but a little, it Hal 
conſume the earth with her increaſe ; it ſball ſet on fire 
the foundation of the mountains, and burn to the loweſt 
bell. | 

When the lion has roared, ſays the prophet, who w1ill 
not fear? When the moſt high GOD has ſpoken ; 
ſpoken ſuch terrible things in righteouſneſs ; who will 
not lay them to heart? O! how deep is that ſleep ; 
how deadly is that lethargy, which the voice of him 
who ihakes the heavens does neither alarm nor awe ! 

Leſt you ſhould begin to ſay within yourſelves, 
Theſe threatenings are applicable only to the Jews, 1 
proceed to ſhew, 

3. The certain execution of theſe, or ſome ſuch 
2— on us, unleſs we fly to the appointed re- 

ge. of 

GOD is an infinite ſpeaker. In his word, he ad- 
dreſſes himſelf to all generations of men, and to e- 
very individual of the human kind, where his holy 
revelation is made. lt is therefore a certain rule, that 
when any people, enlightened by the glorious goſpel, 
become, like Jeruſalem, univerſally and incorri- 
wet corrupt; they do, in Jeruſalem's doom, read 
heir own. q 
. GOD is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. 
He remembereth his threatenings, as well as his pro- 
miſes, to a thouſand generations. Whatſoever, of ei- 
ther kind, happened to our forefathers, happened to 


| E. + Ezek. vii, 2.15. 
1 Deut. Xxxii. 22. 
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them as enſamples to us. And whatſcever was written 
aforetime, was written for our learning. - Obſerve, it 
was written, not for our amuſement, but for our 
learning and admonition &; that we may, as in a mir- 
rour, Le our own picture; and, as from an oracle, 
learn our on deſtiny. 

Is it not in a manner neceſſary, for the manifeſtation 
of G O D's inflexible juſtice, and his unalterable ha- 
tred of ſin, that judgments ſhould take their courſe ; 
when iniquity rears its head, and refuſes to be con- 
trolled! At ſuch a juncture does not every one of the 
divine attributes cry aloud, O LORD GOD, to whom 
vengeance belongeth ; thou G O D, to whom vengeance be- 
longet hh, ſhew thy/e!f.—And how can the juſtice of 
GOD, with regard to a wicked nation, be ſhewn, but 
by executing his vengeance upon them, in temporal 
calamities? : | 

Conſider, Sirs, the very eſſence of nations and poli- 
tical communities is temporal, purely temporal. Th 
have no duration, no exiſtence, but in this world. 
Hereafter ſinners will be judged and puniſhed ſingly, 
and in a perſonal capacity only. How then ſhall Re 
who 15 ruler among the nations, maintain the dignity of 
his government over the kingdoms of the earth, but 
by inflicting national puniſhments, for national provo- 
cations ; and, for final impenitence, total deſtruction ? 

Beſides, has not the LORD always acted in this 
manner? Go back to the generations of old. Con- 
template Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about 
them ; well watered every where, even as the garden 
of the LORD. Yet this fruitful land is made barren; 
thoſe populous cities are turned into aſhes, for the wick- 
edneſs of them that dwelt therein + ; for their pride and 
idleneſs; for their voluptuous and wanton indulgen- 
cies. For which things ſake the wrath of GOD not 
only has come, in former ages, and in diſtant nations; 
but in every age cometh, and in every nation will come, 
upon the children of diſobedience. 

Paſs over to Babylon, the grandeſt city that the 
ſun ever beheld ; which ſet calamity at defiance, ſay» 
ing in her heart, I all be a lady for ever ||. How is 
the fallen! ſwept with the beſom of deſirudtion |! Not 
ſo much as a trace or footſtep of her ancient glory 
left! And ſhall tve be ſafe, when thoſe very iniquities 
prevail among us, which razed the foundations of the 
Babylonian metropolis, and overthrew the magnifi- 
cence of the Babylonian monarchy? _ 

Take a view of Conſtantinople, once the moſt flou- 
riſhing Chriſtian city in the world; where the firſt 
Chriſtian emperor filled the throne, and Chryſoſtom, 
that great Chriſtian orator, the pulpit: Then it was glo- 
rioully enlightened with the knowledge of JESUS 
CHRIST. Grace and truth dwelt in it; and the 
beauties of holinets adorned it. But now the candle- 
ſtick is removed. It is now given up to infidelity and 
barbarity ; is nowftill of darkneſs, and cruel habitations. 

Come hither then, ye careleſs ones, and ſee what 
deſolations ſin has made in the earth. On account of 
ſin Sodom was confumed, as in a moment ; Babylon 
is totally deſtroyed ; Conſtantinople has loſt her glo- 
ry: And will the LORD, the LORD GOD, who 
is unchangeably juſt and holy ; will he ſpare that 


* 1 Cor. x. 11. + Pſal. cvii. 34. 

4 Col. iii. 6. If. xlvii. 7. + If. xiv. 23. 

++ Will any, raiſed in their own conceit above the vulgar le- 
vel, neglect theſe admonitions with a ſmile of diſdain ? Becauſe 
they can affign the fecond cauſes of ſome ſuch evils, as have been 
deſcribed, will they therefore quiet their ſpirits, amidſt the a- 
larming proſpe& of judgments from heaven ?—They have 
heard (I make no doubt) that a midnight-debanch in Babylon, 
and a popular ſedition in Jeruſalem, left the gates of the for- 
mer open to Cyrus, and the walls of the latter without defence 
to Veſpaſian. Perhaps they will ſuppoſe, that the overthrow 
of Sodom was occaſioned by the ſhock of an earthquake ; and 
2 the fixe from heaven was produced by ſulphureous exhala- 
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in one people which he has ſo ſeverely corrected in an- 
other? He that chaſtiſeth the Heathen, ſhall not he pu— 
niſh us, when we do according to all their abomina- 
tions? 

Have we a licence to ſin with impunity? are our fins 
leſs hainous than thoſe of other people? Quite the re- 
verſe. Conſidering the many bleſlings which we en- 
joy as a nation; the many deliverances we have enjoy- 
ed as a Proteſtant nation; the numberleſs advantages 
for religious knowledge and religious practice, which 
we both have enjoyed, and do enjoy, above all the na- 
tions on earth; conſidering theie circumſtances, our 
wickedneſs is highly aggravated; it is become exceed- 
ing ſinful; it over paſſes the deeds * of the moſt aban- 
doned Heathens. What then can prevent our ruin ? 

Will you reply, „We faſt, and humble ourſelves 
« before the LORD? -I atk, Do we faſt from ſin? 
are our faſt-days the 41 ng... of a goſpel-reforma- 
tion ? When we abſtain from our daily bread, do we 
turn by faith to JESUS CHRIST); that eat 
his el, and drinking his blood, we may live through 
him +? live in holineſs here, and hve in glory hereafter; 
by applying his immaculate righteouſneſs to our ſouls: 
If this is the caſe, we may entertain reviving hopes: 
The ſcripture ſpeaks good words, and comfortable 
words, to ſuch people; be their condition ever ſo vile, 
or their guilt ever ſo great. — But alas! are we not 
juſt the ſame perſons the day after our faſt as we were 
before? as vain in our converſation, and as forgetful 
of GOD? as fond of folly, and as negligent of di- 
vine grace? as mad upon our idols, of carnal gratifi- 
cation, and worldly gain ?—If ſo, our faſts are not an 
acceptable, no, nor a reaſonable ſervice ; but a mere 
mockery of the omniſcient Majeſty. May he not juſt- 
ly uſe that upbraiding expoſtulation ? Mill ye ſteal, and 
commit adultery, and ſwear falſely, and walk after other 
gods, ſerving, not the LORD JEH OV AH, but 
divers luſts and pleaſures ; and then, with hypocritical 
devotion, ſtand before me in this houſe, which is called 
by my name ! | | 

Perhaps you are ready to allege, © Our alms will 
&« deliver us. The ſon of Sirach exhorts us, to ut 
«< up alms in our flore-houſes ; and aflures us, that th 
00 att fight for us againſt our enemies, better than a 
« mighty ſhield and ſtrong ſpear ||. And when was 
« there a greater flow of beneficence obſervable in 
« Our own, or in any land? What ſums have been 
given to the poor during this ſevere ſeaſon of cold 
tc and ſcarcity | what hoſpitals of various ſorts, and o- 
&« ther charitable foundations, have been ſet on foot, 
« and are ſupported through the kingdom! Let us 
beware, brethren, leſt thoſe very things, which we 
look upon as our recommendation, ſhould prove an of- 


Be the premiſſes ever ſo certain, is there any thing rational 
33the concluſion ? Is not what we term the cour/e of nature, 
the inceſſant adminiſtration of providence ? are not many of 
its ordinary appearances very evident indications of a righ- 
teous and holy government, unalterably determined to puniſh 
fin? The poverty and ignominy of the lazy vagabond ; the 
diſeaſes of the debauchee, and the diftrefles of the ſpendthrift ; 
are theſe leſs manifeſt ſigns of divine diſpleaſure, becauſe they 
are the immediate effects of an evil conduct? are they not as 
certainly the judicial, the penal, as they are the natural conſe- 
quences of vice ? | 
Let thoſe therefore who fear no judgments, compare cauſes 
and events. If ſelfiſhneſs, avarice, and venality ; if indolence, 
luxury, and prodigality ; if youth without principles, tradeſmen 
without honeſty, and nobles without honour ; if theſe are al- 
lowed to be cither provoking immoralities or fatal ſymptoms ; 
I fear the ruin of England cannot be far off. GOD Almigh- 
ty grant we miniſters may not accelerate the fall of our coun- 
try, by neglecting to warn every man, and exhort every man, 


to the great evangelical duty of BELIEVING; in order 


to promote national reformation, and to eſcape national de- 
ſtruction. — 
: ; * Jer. v. 28. 


1 John vi. 57. 7 Jer. vii, 9, 10, || Ecclus xxix, 12. 13. 
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fence. If our alms proceed not from faith in JEST 

CHRIST, and an unfeigned zeal for the glory of G0 D 
if they are not accompanied with a fpirit of love 
his name, and with a courſe of obedience to * 
commands; hear what the LORD himſelf (: r 
concerning ſuch works; ſee what a figure they * 1 
in his 1 * and then Judge, whether they are lik 
to be a ſecurity to our 4 
days, and I will not ſmell in your ſolemn af, 

Though ye offer me burit-offerings, * 2 3 
I will not accept them ; neither will 1 regard the 2 ay 
efferings of your fat beaſts. Take thou away f < 


from me 


the noiſe of thy ſongs ; for I will not hear the melody of 


thy viols. Hymns of praiſe, you ſee, are no other than 
a noiſe in the LOR D's ear; the moſt coſtly ſervice 


of religion are no better than a ſmeke in his noſtrils . 


unleſs judgment, and the love of GOD, run down 4 


a river; unleſs righteouſneſs, and the faith of CHRIST 
abound as a mighty ſtream &. : 

Do you {till conceit yourſelves, that, becauſe there 
are many righteous perſons remaining, they will ſtand 
in the gap; they will turn away the anger of the LORD 
and be as the chariots of Iſrael, and the horſemen gs 
Iſrael, to our endangered ſtate ?—Hear what a charge 
the ſupreme JEHOVAH gave to his prophet, when 
the provocations of Iſrael were riſen to a very high 
pitch : Pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry 
nor prayer for them, neither make interceſſion to me: for { 
will not hear thee f. Amazing and awful prohibition! 
Yet it is repeated again and again f.—God's profeſſing 
people may, by their exceſſive wickedneſs, become {9 
inſufferably loathſome, that were the greateſt ſaints to 
make ſupplication in their behalf, they ſhould not pre- 
vail. Though Noah, Daniel and Job, men mighty 
in prayer, and zealous for the welfare of their neigh- 
bours ; though theſe three men (who had each, by his 
lingle interceſſion, procured bleſſings from heaven) 
were uniting their petitions in the midſt of this profli- 
gate generation; as I live, ſaith the LORD COD, 
they hall deliver neither ſons nor daughters ; they onl 
ſhall be delivered, but the land ſhall be deſolate ||. 

The land ſhall be deſolate—Doleful ſound! diſmal de- 


ey. cree! And has it not long ago been carried into exc- 


cution? was not Jeruſalem ploughed as a field, and 
trodden down by the Gentiles? are not the inhabitants 
rooted out of their dwellings, and ſcattered to all the 
ends of the earth ? while their country is given up for 
a prey and for a poſſeſſion to ſtrangers, to infidels, to 
Turks. 

Perhaps you will ſay, © The Jews crucified the LORD 
« of glory, and rejected his goſpel : therefore wrath 
„ came upon them to the uttermoſt. And are ue 
innocent in this reſpect ? are not we verily, are not we 
greatly guilty concerning this thing? Is CHRISTre. 
ceived into the hearts of men, with deep adoration of 
his perſon, as IMMANUEL, GOD with us? do they 
glory and delight themſelves in his complete redemp- 
tion, as finiſhed by the great GOD and our SAVE 
OUR? do they confide in him atone for their juſlif. 
cation, as an infinite Surety, and as JEHONAH 
our righteouſneſs ? do they depend on him alone for 
their ſanRification, as J ES US who faves his people 
from their ſins, and ſanctiſies them through his blood! 
do they count all things but dung, for the excellency 
of CHRIST, and his incomprehenſible merit?—Alas* 
is not his goſpel, though the light of the world, dil- 
regarded and deſpiſed ? is not his name, though a name 
above every name, derided and blaſphemed ? are not 
the influences of his eternal SPIRIT, though the 


very life of our ſouls, exploded and ridiculed? Th) 


who would exalt the SAVIOUR, would make & 
very ſheaf bow down to the RE DE EME R's © 


t Jer. vi. 16. 


* Amos v. 21. 22, 23. 24. 
> 4 Jer. xi. 14. & xiv. 11, 
} Ezek. xiv. 16. 


bo 


and. I hate, I deſpiſe your feaſt. 
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; : the Alpha and Omega, the begin- 
pope x, pet: wh in ho ſalvation of linners; thoſe 


m___ thoſe writers, thoſe believers, are treated 
L 


; le that dwell in Sichem *. 
TMA did through iguorance, we, who 
11 ourſelves Chriſtians, Englithmen, Proteſtants ; we 
at knowingly, wilfully, and of malicious wickednels, 
- d if we thus trample upon the blood which alone 
= een us; if we thus crucify afreſh that JESUS 
r only hope; what can we look tor, but 
vengeance and fiery indignation? It we ourſelves, with 
own hands, demoliſh the only barrier, what can 
per Ba but an inundation of wrath, tribulation, and 
anguiſh ? g N RD : 
5 theſe things, brethren. The LO en 
þ 3 ug gan diſcern the ſigns of the times: Then you 
will acknowledge, that we have reaton to be alarmed, 
to tremble, to be horribly afraid. —Are not theſe ini. 
auities the Achans, that will aſſuredly bring difireſs 
_ trouble, if not deſtruction, upon our country: 
ire not theſe iniquitics the Jonahs, that will awaken 
the divine 2 and 1 up our veſſel to the 
if not to ſhipwreck ! 

1 one düpoſed 75 ſay within himſelf,“ Though 
« others may be guilty of theſe flagrant iniquitics, 
« vet am not 1? — Remember, my friend, the pro- 
het Iſaiah. He was, at leaſt, as free from theſe fla- 
ant iniquities as yourſelf. Yet he laments, and with 
painful apprehenſions, the guilt of his countrymen, 
25 well as his own 4.—Remember king Joſiah. Thou gh 
a holy man and a juſt, he rent his cloaths, and trembled 
at GOD's word denouncing vengeance againſt an irre- 
ligious people }. 
oe TR whether you have not been an acceſ- 
ſary, even where you was not the principal. Though 
you have not joined with the more profligate ſinners, 
nor {at in the ſeat of the ſcornful ; yet have you not 
connived at their impicty ? Do their affronts offered 
to the King of heaven rouſe you into a becoming zeal 
to vindicate his injured honour? or, becauſe iniguity 
has abounded, is not your love, and the love of many 
waxed cold |? Have not the diſciples, even the di- 
ſciples of F ES US, been cowards and traitors ; While 

others have bcen profeſſed enemies and rebels ? 
Beſides, have not you, have not I, have not all con- 
tributed, in many, many inflances, to ſwell the ſcore 
of national provocations? Is not every fin a difobe- 
dience of GO D's moſt holy command? is not every 
{in a defiance of his uncontrollable authority ? is not 
every fin an imitation of the devil? does it not create 
u kind of hell in the heart? muſt it not therefore be 
inconceivably odious to the holy, holy, holy LORD 
GOD of Sabaoth f—If fo, how guilty are the very 
beſt among us? Is not this accurſed thing | found in 
all our tents ? has not every one added to the load, that 
dreadful load, which is likely to fink the nation in 
ruin? Should not every one, therefore, ſmite upon 
lis breaſt, and ſay, with the penitent, What have I 
done / and cry with the publican, G OD be merciful 

to me a ſinner / 


Will you ſtill flatter yourſelf? * All theſe judg- 


can [cr 
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Ecclus l. 26. + II. vi. 5. 


+ 2 Kings xxii. 12. 13. 
Matth. Xxiv. 12. ‚ 
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+ Joſh. vi. 18. 
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% ments may be delayed: they may not come in my 


time.“ —l anſwer, If chere be any truth in G O D's 


word; if any conjecture is to be made from the ap- 

carance of things ; theſe judgments are near; they 
arc at the door. I hey are like the axe in the execu- 
tioner's hand, which has been poiſed, has received its 
laſt elevation, and is now falling on the criminals 
neck.—Yct, it theſe ſhonld be with-held for a ſeaſon, 
will not ſickneſs come upon you ? are not many diſ- 
alters lying in ambuſh to ſeize you? is not death 
ſharpening lus arrow; perhaps fitting it to the ſtring ; 
or even aiming at your life? Is not the day, the dread- 
ful day approaching, when the ſhout of the archan- 
gel and the trump of G OD will be heard ; when the 
dead {hall ariſe, and heaven and earth flee away? will 
not the LORD, the LORD GOD omnipotent 
quickly come, with ten thouſands of his ſaints, to exe- 
cute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are un« 
godly, of all their ungodly deeds, which they have ungod- 
lily committed; and of all their hard ſpeeches, when uns 
godty ſinners have ſpoken againſt him &? 

Take then, my dear hcarers, take the advice of the 
greateſt of preachers, and the wiſeſt of men ; The pru- 
dent foreſeeth the evil, and hideth himſelf +. — Behold ! 
the rains are deſcending, and the flood is coming z 
haſten like Noah, haſten to your ark. See! the ſkics 
are kindling all around, and the ſhafts of vengeance 
are rcady to fly. Make haſte, Oh! make haſte, and 
delay not the time, to get into a hiding-place. — Let 
me ſound in your cars the angels admonition ; and 
may the LORD of angels, may the Friend of ſinners, 


_ convey it to your hearts! Eſcape for your lives, leſt 1 
0 


be conſumed : leſt the judgments of GOD, and t 
wrath of G OD, more to be fcared than a deluge of 
waters, more to he feared than a torrent of flames, 
ſurround you ſuddenly,—ſeize you unavoidably,—and 
overwhelm you in ruin, temporal and eternal. 

O that I might prevail! O that GOD would make 
you ſenſible of your peril! O that man, woman, and 
child, would aſk, «+ How ſhall I fly from the wrath 
to come? where ſhall I be ſafe in the day of viſita- 
tion? Shew me the ark! ſhew me the refuge!“ 
I ſhould then, with great ſatisfaction, proceed to an- 
ſwer this inquiry ; and point out CHRIST to your 
ſouls, as the only hiding-place, as the ſure hiding-place, 
where you may certainly find oy But this muſt 
be the buſineſs, the pleaſing buſineſs of my next diſ- 
courſe. | | 

Let me beſeech you, in the mean time, to lay theſe 
alarming truths to heart: let them impreſs your con- 
ſciences ! let them penetrate your ſouls! And O thou 
gracious, thou almighty LORD GOD, do thou com- 
mand them to ſink deep into all our minds : that we 
may, with Ezra thy prieſt, ſit down a/hamed and aſto- 
niſhed „ under a ſenſe of our manifold iniquities ;— 
That we may, with thy ſervant Job, abher ourſelves, 
and repent in duſt and aſhes || :—That we may, in the 
words, and with the compunction of thy prophet, 
every one cry out, Wo is me, for I am undone : , becauſe 
I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midſt of 
a people of unclean lips 4. | 


* 
Prov. xxii. 3. 


* Jude 14. 15. 1 If, vi. ; 


+ Ezra ix. 3. Job ali. 6, 
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0 II. 


The Means of Safety. 


H E B. x1. 28. 


Through faith he kept the paſſover, and the ſprinkling of blood, leſt be that deſtroyed 
the firſt-born ſhould touch them. 


n have been conſidering the danger of our 
38 nation, nnd ores aa the in K its inha- 
7 2 bitants, — by the judgments of GO D, de- 
nounced againſt ſuch ſinners, —by the cer- 
tain execution of his righteous threatenings, unleſs we 
fly to the appointed refuge. — When ſuch is the ſtate 
of a nation, it is high time for the watchmen on her 
walls to lift up their voice; not indeed to ; ny vain 
terrors, but to give notice of the approaching evil ; 
to warn the unwary ; to call in the ſtragglers; and 
urge every one to retire into a place of ſafety. 

Having, in the preceding diſcourſe, attempted to 
diſcharge this office; I ſhall now, brethren, as in the 
preſence of the all-ſeeing G O D, aſk, — Have we been 
attentive to theſe things? are we alarmed with a ſenſe 
of our guilt and our peril? have we, with the pro- 
phet Iſaiah, lamented our own, and the fins of our 
—_ ?—If ſo, we ſhall highly prize, we ſhall ardent- 
y deſire, the ſame conſolation, and the ſame relief, 
which the GOD of infinitely-free goodneſs vouch- 
ſafed to his ſervant. Then flew one of the ſeraphims 
unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had 
taten from off the altar, and he laid it upon my mouth * : 
an action which repreſents the very thing ſignified in 
the text by the ſprinkling of blood. 

The altar typified CHRIST; who is both the ſa- 
crifice that makes the atonement, and the altar that 
ſanctifies the gift. The ive coal ſeems to betoken the 
word of grace, and the word of life; which brings 
the glad tidings of the goſpel, and teſtifies of the 
bleeding FESUS.—Laying this upon the mouth, very 
fignificantly denotes the application of CHRIST and 
his great atonement. When this 1s done, under the 
influence of the SPIRIT, and by means of faith, 
then iniquity is taken away, and fin purged ; taken away 
from the fight of GOD, and purged tr6m the ſinner's 
conſcience. Guilt is aboliſhed ; fear ceaſes. —But this 
leads us to our ſecond particular, 


II. The method of ſecurity from danger, effected 
by keeping the paſſover, and ſprinkling the blood. 


Moſes was appriſed of a dreadful vengeance to be 
inflicted on Egypt; the moſt dreadful that ever was 
known fince the beginning of their nation ; ſo dread- 
ful, that it would make every ear tingle, and every 
heart bleed. The deſtroying angel was to paſs through 
all the territories of Pharaoh, and ſmite every firit- 
born both of man and beaſt ; ſo that, before the morn- 
ing, there ſhould be heaps of lain in the cities, the 
villages, the fields; not a houſe exempt, not a family 
ſpared, not a herd, nor a flock, free from the fatal 
calamity. | | 

Moſes feared the blow. He feared, as the text in- 
timates, the leaſt touch of the divine executioner's 
ſword ; knowing that it would cruſh him and his peo- 
ple, as a moth is cruſhed by the falling millſtone. He 
is therefore greatly ſolicitous to provide for their wel- 


. . 


fare. But what expedient ſhall he uſe?— Shall he ive 
them orders to cloſe their window d b : 

- . S, an ar their 
doors; to erect fortifications, and ſtand upon their de- 
fence? Alas! before an inviſible hand, armed with 
the vengeance of heaven, all ſuch precautions would 
have been as a ſpark before the whirlwind.— Shall he 
aſſemble the warriors, or detach parties of ſoldiers to 
patrole the ſtreets, and guard the houſes ? Vanity of 
vanities! the ſword of the avenging angel would 
pierce through legions and legions of fach guards, as 
lightning penetrates the yielding air.—Shall the whole 
congregation bend their Cds: with ſolemn confeſſion 
of their ſins, and ſincere reſolutions of future amend: 
ment? This, though abſolutely neceſſary to be done, 
was extremely improper to be relied on. It would 
have been relying on a broken reed, and deſpiſing the 
ordinance of the HOLY ONE. 

The LORD himſelf appoints a method of preſer- 
vation. Moſes is directed to ſlay a lamb. Each fx 
mily in Iſrael is to do the ſame. Having received the 
blood into a baſon, they are to ſprinkle it, not on the 
threſhold, but on the lintel and fide-poſts of their 
doors. This ſhall be a fign to the deſtroying angd, 
Looking upon this fign, he will paſs over the houſe; 
will ſtrike no blow, and execute no vengeance, where- 
ever he ſees the blood ſprinkled.—All this, in pur- 
ſuance of the divine direction, being performed ; with 
faith and tranquillity they wait the event. 

You will ſay, perhaps, What is all this to us? Ian- 
ſwer, It is a pattern for our imitation.—Are we then 
to do the very ſame thing? We are to do what ther 
practice typified. The 1 was theirs, the ſub- 
ſtance is ours. The blood of the lamb typified the 
blood of CHRIST, who is the LAMB of GOD, ſflain 
for the fins of the world. By the blood of CHRIST 
is frequently ſignified in ſcripture the 2whole * merit of 
his life and death, of his actions and ſufferings, of his 
trials and graces : which ſatisfied GO D's juice, and 
magnified GOD's law; which made propitiation for 
iniquity, and brought in an everlaſting righteouſnels. 
—Well does the apoſtle call it precious blood. Un- 
ſpeakably precious are its effects. It appeaſes the 
wrath of G OD revealed from heaven, and makes 
peace between the offended CREATOR and the 
offending creature. Sprinkled on the conſcience, it 
takes away all guilt, and ſecures from all vengeance 
— This, therefore, my brethren, this blood is our ſe- 

Being juſtified by his bload, Rom. v. 9. That is, bein 
pardoned, being made righteous, and heirs of all ſpiritual bleB- 
ings —Thou haſt redeemed us to GOD by thy blood, Rev. vi. 9. 
That is, thou haſt delivered us from all fin and all wrath ; 
thou haſt reconciled us to the Almighty MA JESTY, and 
introduced us into his bliſsful preſence. —Theſe bleflings, a. 
ſcribed to our LOR D's blood, are confeſſedly the fruit, not 
barely of his ſufferings, but of his whole humiliation, obedi- 
ence, and death. Therefore, in a very valuable dictionary o 
the moſt valuable words and phraſes, we have this explication 
of the blood of the LAMB; © The ſacrifice of CHRIST 
« death, together with his perfect righteouſneſs and holineſs 
« imputed,” See Wilſon's Chriſt. Dict. 
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: This is to our ſouls, what the blood of the 
erik _ — to the Iſraclitiſh families. The name 
el race and goodneſs of G0 D 

he LORD, the grace and goodneſs of G O 0 
4 *feſted in tlie dcath and obedience of CHRIS T, 
1 4 feng tower : not only the righteous perſon, but 
3 Jiſtreſſed creature, and the endangered ſinner, 
runneth unto it and 15 ſafe &. | n. { 

Since this is a point of the utmoſt importance, it 
cannot be too clearly diſplayed, or too ſtrongly eſta- 
bliſhed. For this purpoſe, the ſcripture gives us ſeve- 
ral moſt amiable and inſtructive views of CHRIST, 
as our refuge and ſafety. —He is called a h1ding-place f. 
To a hiding place people retreat, and are ſecure from 
their enemies, even from thoſe cruel enemies that ſeek 
their deſtruction. Thus the prophets, whom Ooa- 
Jiah hid by fifty in a cave, were ſecure from Ahab's 
tyranny, and Jezebel's perſecution. So the ſoul that 
flies to CHRIST, that takes ſanctuary under the 
blood of ſprinkling, is ſecure from the moſt formi- 
dable of all enemies ; is ſecure from all the wrath due 
to fin, and from every accuſation which Satan can 
bring. To ſuch a perſon ſhall be fulfilled what 1s 
ſpoken by the prophet Jeremiah; hen the iniquity of 
Iſrael ſhall be fought for, there ſhall be none; and the 
fins of ' Fudah, they ſhall not be found f. | 

CHRIST is ſtyled à covert from the tempeſt. A 
man, ſays Iſaiah, that is, the G O D-man CHRI 8 - 4 
FESUS, hall be as an hiding-place from the wind, 
and a covert from the tlempeſi ||. When the thunders 
roar, and the lightnings flaſh ; when the clouds pour 
down water, and a horrid torm comes on; all that 
are in the open air retire under the branches of a 
thick tree, or fly to ſome other commudious ſhelter, 
What ſtorm can be ſo dreadful as the righteous ven- 

eance of G0 D, poured out upon a ſinful nation? 
hat ſtorm can be ſo dreadful as the eternal ven- 
geance of GOD, poured out upon a ſinful ſoul? To 
th theſe we are expoſed, to both theſe we are juſtly 
liable. But CHRIST 's blood and righteouſneſs are 
2 covert. Hither we may fly, and be ſcreened ; hither 
we may fly, and be ſafe: ſafe as was Noah when he 
entered the ark; and GOD's own hand cloled the 
door, and G O D's own eye guided its motions. For 
there is no condemnation of any kind, or from any quar- 
ter, to them that are in CHRIST FESUS |}. 
CHRIST is compared to a N ! Turn ye to 
the ſtrong- hold, ſays the prophet Zechariah +. When 
ſoldiers fly from a victorious army, being admitted 
into an impregnable caſtle, they are beyond the reach 
of danger. They give their fears to the wind, and 
repoſe themſelves in tranquillity. When ſinners fly 
by faith to the dying JESUS, they alſo, from thence- 
forth, are in a tower of ſalvation —. They may ſay, 
each one for himſelf, + Soul; take thine eaſe. All thy 
“ guilt is laid upon thy LORD, and puniſhed in thy 
« Surety. The flaming ſword of juftice is returned 
to the ſheath, having received full ſatisfaction from 
« the ſufferings of CHRIST. The curſe of a vio- 
„ lated law is no more, having been executed to the 
* utmoſt upon the perſonof my REDEEMER. Nay, 


its curſe is turned into a bleſſing. For CHRIST 


* has redeemed us from the curſe of the law, that the 
„ bleſſing of Abraham might come upon us Gentiles ++ : e- 
ven the bleſſing of perfect reconciliation; and ever- 
+ laſting friendſhip, with G O D moſt high.” 

This leads me to mention another beautiful compa- 
riſon, which repreſents C HRIST not only as the cauſe 
of latety, but as the ſource of conſolation. He ſhall 
be as rivers of water in a dry place, and as the ſhadow 
of a great rock in a weary land ln a dry place, burnt 
up tor want of moiſture, nothing is ſo deſirable, no- 
thing ſo retreſhing as water. To the poor ſinful ſoul, 

whole condition the parched ground is a ſit reſem- 


* Prov. xviii, 10. + If. xxxXii. 2, 


1 ' 4 | - 5-7 | | If, xxxii. 2. 
4 Rom. vin. 1, + Zech. ix. 12, '—+ 2 Sam, xxil. 51. 
++ Gal. iii, 13. 14, == If, xxxii. 2. 


blance, CHRIST ſhall be, not barely as the morn- 

ing-dew, not barely as the tranſient ſhower, but as a 
river; yea, as rivers of water, that ow in copious and 

never-failing ſtreams through the thirſty ſoil ; making 

even the ſandy deſert green with herbage, and gay 

with flowers. In a ſultry clime, where the ſun pours 

inſufferable heat, and all things languiſh under the 

glaring rays, nothing is ſo chearing to the labourer, 

nothing ſo welcome to the traveller, as a cool and 
gloomy hade. A poor ſoul, aſſaulted by the fiery 
darts of Satan, and diſtreſſed with the remembrance 
of former iniquities, is this ſultry clime, or weary 

land. But CHRIST and his atonement are not 
barely as the boughs of an oak, which extend their 
coolneſs to a ſmall diſtance ; not barely as the canopy 
of an alcove, through which much of the glowi:.g 
influence penetrates ; but like the ſhadow of à rock, a 
great rock ; which projects the friendly ſhade over 
many a league ; which has repelled and excluded the 
ſun, through all preceding ages; and gives you, as it 
were © the cold of ſnow amidſt the heat of har- 
« yelt *.” 

Here then, brethren, is our ſecurity amidſt all peril. 
The blood, the righteouſneſs, the infinitely-glorious 
perſon of CHRIST; thele are our hiding-place—theſe 
are our covert—thele are our 83 And (bleſſ- 
ed be GOD!) the doors ſtand wide open: they are 
never ſhut, night nor day. The acceſs is free for any, 
free for all, free for the greateſt ſinners. We are not 
only allowed, but we are invited ; nay, we are com- 
manded, to approach; to enter; to enjoy the protec- 
tion; or, as the words of the text expreſs it, to 
ſprinkle the blood on our ſouls. 

Sprinkle the blood on our ſouls ! You will probably 
ſay, © What does this ſignify? What was done b 
«© Moſes, when he forinkſed the vilible blood, we eaſi- 
ly apprehend: but how can we ſprinkle the blood 
„ of CHRIST, which we never ſaw ? the blood of 
„ CHRIST, whom the heavens have received? 
This is one of thoſe myſteries which the natural man 
underſtandeth not; he can form no notion of it; it is 
fooliſhneſs to his apprehenſion. Therefore, may the 
eternal SPIRIT both teach us to underſtand the 
doctrine, and enable us to practiſe the duty! 

To ſprinkle the blood of CHRIST, is truly to be- 
lieve in CHRIST, in his infinite atonement and e— 
verlaſting righteouſneſs : it is to receive theſe bleſſings 
as G OD's tree gift to men, to ſinners, to ourſelves 
in particular; and, having received, to make conti- 
nual z of them in every time of trial, for every occa- 
ſion of need. 

Perhaps this doctrine may become clearer, if we il- 
luſtrate it by an example. A remarkable example we 
nave in the practice of David. After the commiſſion 
of his grievous crimes, he did, in a very eminent 
manner, ſprinkle the blood. For he faid unto the 
LORD, Thou halt purge me with hyſſop, (the inſtrutnent 
of ſprinkling the typical blood), and 7 Hall be clean; 
thou ſhalt waſh me in the fountain opened for ſin and 
uncleanneſs, and I ſhall be whiter than ſnow}. This 
fountain he looked upon as opened for his fins; and 
fully ſufticient to cleanſe him from all his filthineſs; 
ſo that he ſhould be as free from ſpot, before the righ- 
Seous Judge, as the ſnow on Salmon was free from 
ſtain.— Had he ſaid within himſelf, <+ My crimes are 
too 2 for this blood to expiate; or, „ This 
blood cannot be ſhed for fo vile an offender as J 
« am:“ he would then have put the atonement far 
from him, together with all its expiating virtue. This 
would have been not to apply, but to throw away the 
blogd ; not to ſprinkle it upon the ſoul, but to pour it 
upon the ground, | 

Come then, brethren; come, fellow-ſinners ; let 
us alſo, in this day of fear and danger, look unto 
CHRIST, as dying that we may live; as made fin, 
that we may be made the righteouſneſs of GOD in 


Prov. xxv. 13. t Pfal. li. 3. 
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wm ; as made a curſe, that we may inherit eternal 
blen. It us look unto FESUS as taking our 
nature, and ſtanding in our ſtead, Behold him ap— 
prehiendd as a thhet 3 1gnomimouſiy bound, and mark- 
ed with the laches of the ſcourge. Behold him crown- 
ed with thorns; his hair clotted, Ins face diſcoloured, 
his b:eafc and ſhoulders all bedewed with his own moſt 
innocent blood. Behold him naited to the croſs; 
hanging in the moſt racking poſture, till all his bones 
are cut of joint; hanging amidſt malefactors, forſaken 
of G OD, of angels and men. Behold him bowing 
his head in death, and ſtabbed to the heart with the 
executioner's ſpear. — Thus behold him, and ſay, 
* Verily, this ſufferer was the SON of G OD, and 
« the LORD ot glory. Verily, theſe ſufferings were 
© the puniſhment due to my fins. In all this extreme 
“ anguiſh he bore my griefs, and carried my ſorrows. 
„IIc was opprefied, and he was afflicted, becauſe I 
* ad done amiſs and dealt wickedly. He was cut 
« off Gut of the land of the living, that he might 
*© make his ſoul an offering for my fins, and obtain 
eternal redemption for me.” 

Thus behold the bleed FESUS: thus, ſinners, 
behold the LORD your righteouſneſs ; with this look 
of application, with this appropriating faith. Be ve- 
rily perſuaded, that you ſhall find mercy before a holy 
GOD ; not becauſe you have any worthineſs, but be- 
cauſe CHRIST has incomparable merit; that you 
{hall never come into condemnation, not becauſe you 
dave faſted and prayed, but becauſe CHRIS is your 
gereut provitiation, Be perſuaded, that GOD has gi- 
ven bis SON for you; that GOD gives his SON to 
you; and together with him eternal life. Be perſua- 
ed of all this, upon the beſt of foundations, the in- 
zallible word of GOD; who has declared, that 
CHRIST died for the ungodly &, and by his obe- 
dicnce ſinners are made righteous ; that CHRIST 
was wounded on the croſs, and intercedes in heaven 
for trarſerefſors 1; that He received ſpiritual gifts, 
und divine bleſſings, even for the rebellious . — The 

LORD GOD omnipotent, the author and finiſher of 
faith, enable you thus to believe! on the ground of 
his own moſt ſure word, thus to believe! Then you 
keep the Chriſtian paſſover; then you ſprinkle the 
blood of CHRIST; then you may boldly ſay, Un- 
der his ſhady we ſhall be ſafe.—Which reminds us of 
the third particular, namely, 

III. The ſucceſs of this method, denoted by tlie de- 
ſtroyer not ſo much as touching them. Leſt he that 
deſtroyed the firſt-born ſhould touch them. — What a beau- 
titul anticheſis! The Egyptian ſirſt- born were wound- 
ed, were mortally wounded, were abſolutely de/?roy- 
ed; the Iſraelites were not hurt, nor endangered, no nor 
fo much as touched. So ſure and complete a defence 
was this blood of ſprinkling !—Nothing elſe could 
have yielded any protection; this afforded perfect ſe- 
curity. When this was ſprinkled on their door-poſts, 
they had no cauſe to be raid for the terror by night. 
nor for the arrow that flieth by day; for the beftil 
that walketh in darkneſs, nor for the deſtruction that 
waſteth at noon- day g. 

And is not the . the covert, the ſtrong- 
hold, provided for us in the blood and righteouſneſs 
of CHRIST, an equal ſecurity ? do they not yield 
abſolute, perfect, conſummate ſafety? Nothing elſe 
could adminiſter the leaſt hope to the chiefeſt apoſtle ; 

this opens an inviolable ſanctuary even for the greateſt 
of ſinners. None ever periſhed who laid their help 
upon CHRIST. He ſaves—he faves to the uttermoſt ; 
-— he ſaves not a ſew only, but all—all that come unto 
GOD through him +. Is our danger great? Ourdſe- 
curity is greater. Is our danger exceeding great? 
Our ſecurity is incotrparably greater. In ſhort, our 
refuge and ſecurity are the greateſt that can be wiſhed, 
that can be imagined, that G OD himſelf could pro- 
* Rom. v. 6, f Rom. v. 19. t If. lin. 12. 
PFſal. Ixviit. 18. + Pfal. xci. 5. 6. + Heb, vii. 25. 
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vide. —Chearing, charming, raviſhing truth! Suff 

ine to enlarge upon it, brethren. Let your attenti 5 
1213 on the glad tidings. May your hearts imbibe in 
precious doctrine! * 

Had more than forty men bound themſelves ꝛcit) 
oath, that they would neither eat ner drink till the 1 
killed * ſome one in this congregation; the ee 
would be great, and the caſe itartling, Nevert} 15 
the endangered perſon would think him ſufficient}, 
ſafe, if he could ſteal away, and hide himſelf in on 
of the deepeſt caves of America, with a vaſt tract 6 
unknown land, and all the waters of the vaſter — 
between himſelf and the rufſiuns. Much ſafer will 
your ſouls be under the hiding, cleanſing, atonin 
eflicacy of this blood of ſprinkling ; by which unr; h. 
teouſneſſes are forgiven, fins are covered, and i , 
ties done away, as though they had never been. 

Were you overtaken by a violent and impetuouz 
ſtorm ? If you ſought thelter under a covert that ws 
firmer than boards of cedar, harder than {labs of mar. 
ble, thicker than the roofs of all the houſes in Europe; 
you would reckon yourſelves ſecure from torrents cf 
rain, or from volleys of hail. Much more ſecure will 
you be from everlaſting wrath ; ſecure, even whe; 
the LORD fhall rain * fire and brimſtone, ſtern 
and tempeſt + provided you are found under the co. 
vert of CHRIST's magnificent and meritorion; 
righteouſneſs ; by virtue of which, / that believe gr, 
juſtifed—1 ſay not from millions, or from thouſang; 
of millions, but—from all offenſive, provoking, cri- 
minal things }. 

Should you be purſued by a conquering foe, deter. 
mined to cut you in pieces? If you turned into ; 
caſtle whoſe walls were ſtronger this braſs, ſtronger 
than adamant, ſtronger than all the rocks in the world; 
you might laugh at the attempts of your enemy; you 
are guarded from the power and peril of the ſword. 
So, and abundantly more, are you guarded from e- 
very ſpiritual enemy, and from every ſpiritual evil, 
when you fly to the ſtrong- hold of CHRIS T's death 
and atonement. The ſouls that abide in CHRIST, 
they ſhall dwell on high, beyond the rage of the old 
ſerpent, and the great dragon : their place of defence 
ſhall be the munitions of racks || ; againſt which all the 
aſſaults of earth and hell ſhall never be able to prevail. 
They may fay, with the triumphant apoſtle, How much 
more ſhall we, who receive abundance of grace, and 
the gift of righteouſneſs, be delivered from ruin, and 
reign in life by CHRIST FESUS+/ 

And will you not prize ſuch a ſtrong-hold? ſhall nct 
ſuch a covert be dear to your guilty fouls? will you 
not ſet an exceeding great value upon ſuch an hiding- 
place? eſpecially when the ſtorm is gathering and 
threatening all around; when days of deſolation and 
perplexity are coming upon the world, and judz- 
ments, inflicted by men, may tranſmit us to the 
everlaſting judgment of GO D.—How did Iſrael blels 
and adore their moſt merciful JEH OV AH, for 
anting them ſuch an eſſectual means of preſervation, 
as the blood of the paſchal lamb! and ſhall not we 
bleſs and adore the ſame moſt gracious TEHOVAH, 
for granting us a means of preſervation altogether as 
effectual, and incomparably more wondertul ! - 

If you ſhould ſay, *“ How does it appear, that the 
« blood of CHRIST is ſuch a ſecurity ? ſo great, ſo 
« wonderful, ſo matchleſs !”!—Becauſe it is the blood 
of him whois EH OVA H's fellow + ; of him who 
is GOD over all, bleſſed for ever ++ ; of him in 10 hn 


niqui- 


dwells all the fulneſs of the GO DHEA D bod: ? = 


Permit me, brethren, to clear vp and eſtabliſh this 
doctrine; as it is a doctrine of the laſt importance; on 
which the very ſtrength of our ſalvation is built; and 
from which the fulneſs of our conſolation flows. 
There are in CHRIST, in his one undivided pet. 


„A xxiil. 21. + Pfal. xi. 6. f Acts ll. 30 
1. xxxiii. 16. + Rom. v. 17. — Zech. xiii 7. 
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{n, two diſtin natures. One nature is eternal, infi- 


nite, almighty; which is called by the apoſtle, the form 
of GOD *. The other nature had a beginning; is 
limited as to extent, and limited as to power. This 
is termed by the apoſtle, the ſeed of Abraham +.—As 
GOD, he is ſubject to no authority, and infinitely 
ſuperior to all poſſibility of ſuffering. To become 
capable of obeying, Ong; and dying, he humbled 
himſelf, and was found in faſhion as a man : that by 
obeying, ſuffering, and dying in human fleſh, he might 
triumph over fin and Satan, in that very nature which 
Satan had overcome, and ſin had ruined : that, by ac- 
compliſhing all this in the room and ſtead of his peo- 
ple, he might bring many ſons unto glory; not with- 
out a full fatisfaction to the rights of injured juſtice, 
and to the demands of a violated law. 

JESUS CHRIST then, in his divine nature, is 
the moſt high G O D. The heaven of heavens is the 
auguſt palace, and royal reſidence, of this bleſſed and 
only Potentate. Thouſand thouſands miniſter unto 
him, and ten thouſand times ten thouſand ſtand before 
him. The church militant rely on him ; the church tri- 
umphant adore him; while all the hoſts of angels pay 
homage to him. FESUS CHRIST, in his divine na- 
ture, is the majeſtic and adorable I AM; ſelt-exiſtent 
and independent. All worlds and all beings are derived 
wholly from him, and depend continually upon him: he 
made the worlds, and upholdeth all things |. — View the 
beauty, the magnificence, the harmony, obſervable in 
heaven, on earth, through the univerſe. All is intended, 
like the miracle wrought at Cana of Galilee, to manife/? 
his glory ||; to tell every one who has eyes to ſee, and a 
heart to underſtand, how great our 5AVIOUR is, how 
ſublime his majeſty, and how marvellous his perfection. 
All things, ſays the SPIRIT of inſpiration, were created 
by him, and for him 4.—Judge then, whether thcobedi- 
ence and atonement of /uch a REDEEMER are not ſuf- 
ficient to ſecure, perfectly to ſecure any ſinner, every 
ſinner, all finners, that fly by faith under his wings. 
As perfectly ſufficient they are for this bleſſed purpole, 
as the unmeaſurable circuit of the ſkies is roomy e- 
nough for a lark to fly in, or as the immenſe orb of 
the fun is beamy enough for a labourer to work by. 

Behold now the dignity and excellency of this blood, 
which is your covert, your hiding-place, your ſtrong- 
hold. It has all the power and ellicacy that every di- 
vine perfection can give it. It is the blood and righ- 
teouſueſs of him who is eternal, incomprehenſible, and 
cxalted above all bleſſing and praiſe. Surely then no- 
thing can bear any proportion to it. Guilt, all guilt, 
though ever fo execrable and horrid, compared with 


tic grandeur and riches of this invaluable blood +, is 


* Phil. ii. 6. + Heb. ii. 16. 

1 Heb. i. 2. 3. John ii. 11. t Col. i. 16. 
dt Chryſoſtom's explanation of a verſe lately quoted is ſo 
important in itſelf, and ſo appoſite to our purpole, exhibits 
ſuch a maynificeat and delightful diſplay of the ſalvation which 
1 in CHRIST FESUS, that I promiſe myſelf, the reader 
will allow me to preſent him with a tranſlation. How much 
more ſball they who receive abundance of grace, and of the gift 
of righteouſneſs, reign in life by one CHRIST FESUS! 
_ % trravie Rau, &. “ The apoſtle ſays not, grace, but 
i abundance of grace. Tor we receive, not barely what may 
: ſulfice to obtain our pardon, but incomparably more. We 
are delivered from all puniſhment, and from every evil. We 
y are juſtified, we ace ſapctiſied, made the children of GOD, 
1 and the brethren of his only begotten SON. We are 
n conſtituted heirs, joint heirs with the PRINCE of hea- 
„ Ven, Yea, we become the members of his body ; moſt in- 

Umately and indiſſolubly united to that divine head. 
£4 All theſe privileges St Paul ſtyles the abundance of grace: 
5 1 that the antidote is not only qualified to counter- 
is k 5 expel che poiſon, but is ſovereign alfo to eſtabliſh 
© cath, to create beauty, to impart honour, and from the 
I __ malignant of all evils, to produce the moſt diſtinguiſh- 
is — — any one of which, ſeparately conſidered, 

Ws ave been lufficient to evercome and diſarm death; 
*. nder thc compined alluence, it is abſolutely deſtroyed, 
No ANI. ! 
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as a glow- worm before the ſun. All manner of ſins 
and blaſphemies are blotted out by ſuch an expiation, 
as the ſhades of night are aboliſhed by the light of day. 
Every ſinner waſhed in this blood muſt be whiter than 
the unſullied wool, whiter than the virgin ſnows. E- 
very ſinner clothed in this righteouſneſs, muſt be un- 
blameable and unreproveable, even before the eye of 
Omniſcience itſelf. 

For this, therefore, bleſs the LORD, O my ſoul ; 
and all that is within me, bleſs his holy name. Bleſs 
the LORD, O my brethren ; and let every thing 
that hath a being praiſe his unutterable grace. For be- 
hold! GOD is our ſalvation. G OD himſelf is made 
fleſh, and become our ſacriſice, our ſin- offering, our 
juſtitying righteouſneſs : therefore will we truſt, and 
not be afraid * ; truſt in this infinitely-ſuflicient S A- 
VIOUR; and not be afraid of death or hell, of any 
enemy or any evil,—-But this leads me to apply the 
whole : which I ſhall do by way of 


Examination, 
Direction, 
Exhortation, 
Conſolation. 


I. By way of examination. Examine your own ſelves, 
ſays the apolitle f. Have you kept the paſſover ? have 


_ you ſprinkled the blood? Many, perhaps, will be ready 


to anſ wer, We have.” - But beware, my friends, leit 
ye deceive your own fouls. Let me give you a touch- 
itone, whereby you may try your ſpirit, and pronounce 
artght concerning your ſtate. 

Have you been convinced of your great finfulneſs © 
of your ſinful nature and your ſinful practice? Have 
you been made ſenſible, that hell, the deepeſt hell, is 
your deſerved portion? is what you deſerve for any 
tranſgreſſion,— for every tranſgreſſion? how much 
more for the many thouſands, —how much more for 
the many millions, —how much more for the number- 
leſs multitude of your provocations? If you have never 
been convinced of theſe moſt alarming, but certain 
truths; if you have never been touched with a ſenſe 
of your extreme guilt, and undone ſtate ; I fear, you 
are ſettled upon your lees, you are in the dead {leep 
of ſin. You are not ſo much as awakened ; much leis 
have you applied CHRIST. 

Again, have you been made to ſee, that nothing but 
CHRIST and his precious blood, nothing but 
CHRIST and his divine righteouſneſs, can be your 


it vaniſhes entirely away, and leaves not ſo much as a trace 
© of miſchicf, or a thadow of terror. 

Let us ſuppoſe ſome poor debtor owing a conſiderable 
„ ſum, and, for want of payment, caſt into priſon, A gene- 
& rous friend, pitying his condition, diſcharges the whole debt, 
©« andreleaſes him from confinement : and not this only, but be- 
© {tows upon him {ſplendid apparel, with thouſands of ſilver and 
gold; introduces him to court, and recommends lim to the” 
„% royal favour; procurcs his advancement to the higheit ho- 
„ nours, and puts him in polleihon of the grandeit prefer- 
© ments, Where now is the diſgrace of his impriſoumecnt 
6 and where are the diſtreſles of his inſolvent tate ? | 

% Such is the caſe with regard to us ſinners, and our moſt 
« gracious REDEEMER. He has paid inconceivably more 
than we either did or could poflibly owe. Being GOD, the 
« true G OD, the infinite and eternal GOD, his payment 
% exceeds our debt, as much as the waters of the great deep 
« exceed the ſmall drop of a bucket.— Doubt not, thereforc, 


* poor ſinner, that flieſt for refuge to this all-glorious 8 A- 


« VIOUR; doubt not but thy ſins, though more virulent 
cc than all plagues, are done away, and death, though he be 
% the king of terrors, is aboliſhed ; this aboliſhed, and thoſe 
« done away, before ſuch grace and merit; even as a ſpark of 
«& fires extinguiſhed, when plunzed into the abyfles of the 
&« fea,” —For, indeed, compared with a divine perſon, and an 
infinite righteouſneſs, whatever guilt you have contracted, 
whatever thing you can name, is, as our devout orator ſpcaks, 
pavie Mixpa Wpog , antipov, % ore than a ſcanty drup compared 


with the boundl;ſs ocean. Vid. Chryſoſt. in loc. 


S + 2 Cor. xi 3. 
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ſecurity from vengeance? Have you been convinced, 
that thouſands of rams, and ten thouſands of rivers 
of oil, could never expiate the leaſt of your iniqui- 
ties? that no tears, no confeſſions, no amendment, 
nothing but the ſacrifice of the body of CHRIST, 
can make your peace with GOD? If you have not 
been taught the abſolute inſafficiency of every remedy, 
ſave only the meritorious ſufferings of FESUS 
CHRIST; you have not ſeen him, neither known 
him ; much leſs is his blood ſprinkled upon your con- 
ſcience. 

Once more, have you a ſupreme, a matchleſs eſteem 
for CHRIST? Is CHRIST and his great falvation 
the thing that you long for ? is he to your ſouls the 
pearl of great price? do you account all things but 
loſs, that you may win CHRTST, and be found in 
him ? If this is not the ſtate of your ſoul, I dare not 
flatter you with vain hopes; I muſt not buoy you up 
with ungrounded imaginations. You are not, as yet, 
in your hiding-place ; neither have you fled to your 

ſtrong-hold. All the curſes of the divine law ſtand 
charged and pointed full againſt you. You have no 
ſecurity from being hurt by the firſt death, nor from 
being irrecoverably ruined by the ſecond death. If 
judgments ſhould come upon a ſinful and backſhding 
people, you have no defence; there is no wall of fire 
around you. You muſt therefore expect to fall a- 
mong thoſe that fall ; and, falling by the ſword, may 
immediately drop into hell. 

Can you hear this, and be unconcerned ? can you 
liſten to this warning, more awful than the voice of 
ten thouſand thunders, and not ſtart from your inſen- 
ſibility ? are you not looking around, and ready to 
cry out, What then ſhall I do to be ſafe in the day 
& of evil?“ -O! that this inquiry came from the ve 
bottom of your hearts. I ſhould then proceed, wit 
great chearfulneſs, to | 


2. A word of direction.— Fly to CHRIST, alarmed 
ſinners. Come under the covert of his blood. Ap- 
propriate the bleſſed JES US; look upon him and his 
merit as your own. Thus ſprinkle his blood: ſprinkle 
it upon your lintel and door-poſts ; npon all you are, 
upon all you have, and all you do; upon your con- 
ſciences, that they may be purged ; upon your ſouls, 
that they may be ſanRified ; upon your works, that 
they may be accepted.- Say, every one for himſelf, 
I am a poor, guilty, helpleſs creature; but in FESUS 
« CHRIST, who is full of grace and truth, I have 
& righteouſneſs and ſtrength &. I am a poor, polluted, 
t Jloathſome creature: but FESUSCHRIST, who 
« is the image of the inviſible G O D, and the bright- 
« neſs of his Father's glory, has loved me, and waſhed 
« me from my La hy in his own blood .I am by na- 
ture a perverſe depraved creature; and, by evil 
« practice, a loſt damnable ſinner; but 7E SUS 
« CHRIST, who made the worlds; 7E SUS 
CHRIST, whom heaven and earth adore ; even 
« FESUS CHRIST himſelf came from the man- 
ons of bliſs, on purpoſe to ſeet me, to ſave me]; 
to give himſelf for me.—And how can I periſh, who 
have ſuch a ranſom ? how can I be undone, who 
have ſuch a repairer of my breaches? how can I 
come into condemnation, who have the blood, not 
of ten thouſand ſacrifices; the merit, not of ten 
« thouſand angels, but the blood and merit of ] E- 
HOVAH himſelf, for my propitiation?“ 
Should you ſay, «+ Have I a warrant for ſuch a 
e truſt?” You have the beſt of warrants, our LORD's 
expreſs permiſſion: Whoſoever will, let him take the water 
of life freely ||. It is not ſaid, this or that perſon on- 
ly, but whoſcever ; including you and me; excludin 
no individual man or woman.—lt is not ſaid, whoſo- 
ever is worthy, but whoſoever is willing. Wilt thou 


* If, xlv 24 + Rev. i. 5. 
Rev. xXxu. 17. 


1 Matth. Xviii. 11. 


O F 


8 AF-E FT. Sex. 1 


be made whole ? was our L OR D's queſtion t 
potent man at the pool of Betheſda, jj 
terms and conditions apart, inherit grace and ploy 3 
is his molt henevolent addreſs to finfn} men, in 
ages. Let him take the water of life ; let him drive 
ME and my righteouſneſs ; let him look upon 1 
that I have done and ſuffered, as done and ſuffercd +, 
his redemption. This will adminiſter peace of 3 
ſcience, and joy in the HOLY GHOST: this WI 
produce love of G OD, and alacrity of obedience. 
in which things the true /fe of the ſoul conſiſtg.— 4 
theſe bleſſings are to be received freely, without n. 
ney, and without price : that is, without an of 
works, any good qualities, or any preparatory requi 
ſites whatever: to be received, as the infinitely-iich 
gift of divine grace, vouchſafed even to the //{—th+ 
guilty—the undone. 

You have our LOR D's moſt generous invitatiyy . 
Come unto ME. And whom does he call? The x; ch. 
teous? No. The excellent? Quite the reverſe. br. 
calls ſinners ; miſerable ſinners ; even the moſt miſcr. 
able of ſinners ; thoſe who are weary and heavy laden 
overwhelmed with iniquities ; bowed down to the 
very brink of hell, and ready to think, © There is ng 
hope for them.” Yet them he encourages; them 
he invites; to them he declares, I v give you reſt *; 
reſt in the enjoyment of peace with G O D, and peace 
in your own conſciences.—Obſerve and admire the 
riches of your REDEEMER's grace. He ſays not 
Ye are vile wretches ; polluted by 1in, and enſlaved te 
the devil; therefore keep at a diſtance ; but, therefor; 
come. Come, and be cleanſed by my blood; come 
and be made free by my S PIRIT.—He fays not, 
Furniſh yourſelves with this, or that, or the other res 
commending accompliſhment, but only come : come 
juſt as you are; poor, undone, guilty creatures. Yea, 
come to ME for pardon and recovery; to ME, who 
have given my lite, myſelf, my all, for your ranſom, 

Should you ſtill queſtion, whether theſe ineſtimable 
bleſſings are tree for you? Remember, brethren, they 
are free for ſinners. Is this your character? Then 
they are as free for your acceptance, as for any perſon's 
in the world. To us eternal life is given + ; not us 
who had deſerved it by our goodneſs, but us who 
had forteited it by our ſins.— 70 yer is preached the fu. 
grveneſs of fins | not you whole tranſgreſſions were 
inconſiderable, but you whoſe iniquitics were more in 
number than the hairs of your head. — Even to you, 
who are the loſt and periſhing ſinners of Adam's fa- 
mily, 7s the word of this ſalvation ſent ||. And, by a 
commiſſion from GO D, we publiſh it; that, as fin- 
ners, you may receive it; that, receiving it, you may 
commence believers; and believing, may have life 
through his name J. 

Some, perhaps, will be inclined to debate; “ ls 
< this ſo extraordinary a matter? will this exerciſe of 
C believing do ſuch great things for us, or put us in 
s poſſeſſion of ſuch ſingular bleſſings ?”—Moſes might 
have formed the fame ſcruple with regard to the 
ſprinkling of blood. Will this ſeemingly-infignificant 
circumitance be ſuch an extraordinary ſafeguard to us? 
will this preſerve us from the impending blow, more 
eftectually than the labours of the engineer, or the 
ſhield and ſpear of the warrior But Moſes conſulted 
not with fleſh and blood; Moſes rejected all ſuch carnal 
reaſonings. By faith he and his people kept the pal 
over, and were made partakers of the temporal falva- 
tion. By faith may you and I receive CHRIST! $0 
{hall we be partakers of pardon and eternal ſalvation 
By believing the promiſe of GOD, and by trulling 
in the perſon of CHRIST, we are united to the 
LORD FESUS=; ſo as to have areal intereſt in 


* Matth. xi. 28, 
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bis blood and righteouſneſs, Being united to CHRIST, 
our fins are done away, by virtue of his infinitely- 

recious atonement; and eternal life becomes ours, on 
account of his everlaſting righteouſneſs. — Whoever 
thus believes, believes merely as a finner, fiot upon 
the ſuppoſition of any goodneſs in himſelf, but upon 
the ſole warrant of G O N's promiſe, in the infallible 
word of the goſpel. Such a perſon ſhall not be aſhamed 
of his belief; ſhall never be diſappointed of his hope; 
according to his faith ſhall it be unto him &. 

Come then, fellow-linners ; believe the record of 
keaven. Set to your ſeal, that GOD is true. Honour 
his word, which cannot lie; honour his grace, which 
is abſolutely free; honour his dear 8 ON, who has 
obtained eternal redemption for ſuch unworthy crea- 
tures as you and I, What ſhall hinder you? But 

is leads me to 
pes A word of exhortation. I ſay then, what ſhall 
binder you? what ſhall with-hold you, a ſingle moment, 
from believing ? ſince all things are ready 4 in CHRIST 
JESUS. The great propitiation is made by him ; the 
perfect obedience is performed by him; all the condi- 
tions of the new covenant are fulfilled by him. Come 
then, and partake of the heavenly bleſſings; as you 

artake of a marriage-feaſt, when the entertainment 
3s all prepared, and the bridegroom bids you welcome. 

Fain would I prevail in this moſt important addreſs. 
LORD, make bare thy arm; incline their hearts; 
mate them willing in the day of thy power |. — My dear 
friends, if you turn away from ſach invitations, you 
are ruined to eternity: miſery awaits you here, and 
damnation hereafter. Suſfer me then to be importu- 
nate. Refuſe not him that calleth you by my mouth; 
that bids you truſt and not be afraid; that offereth 
himſelf, with all his fulneſs, to you. — Why are you 
backward ? why ſlow of heart to believe? why do 
you ſtand at a diſtance from the all-gracious ZESUS *? 

Is it becauſe you are guilty wretches? Then he 
publiſhes the act of indemnity to you: J, even [, am 
he that blotteth out your tranſareſſions, for mine own ſake ||. 
—ls it becauſe you are polluted creatures; loathſome 
in your own eyes, and much more loathſome in the 
eye of infinite purity? Then hear the word of the 

| 7 will ſprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye ſhall be clean. From all your filthineſs, and from 
all your idols will I cleanſe you =,—Is it becauſe your 
fins are more „ more hainous than the ſins 
of others? Be they ever ſo hainous, or ever ſo aggra- 
vated, thus faith the G OD of immenſely- rich grace in 
CHRIST; Though your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be 
as white as ſnow ; though they be red like crimſon, they 


all be as wool ++, 


Are you ſtill objecting, „I am weak; I have no 
e ſtrength; I cannot believe? - Look then to a pro- 
miſing GOD, that he may help your unbelief; that 
be may fulfil in you all the good pleaſure of his will, 
ud the work of faith with power. For he who is 
$ truth itſelf hath ſaid, Dur GOD will come and ſave 
you. Then ſhall the eyes of the blind be opened, and the 
ears of the deaf ſhall be unſtopped : the lame man ſhall 
leapasanhart, andthe tongueof the dumb ſhall ſing +.—Has 
the LORD given you a Fore to believe in his dear SON? 
doubt not but he will alſo give you the power. Does 
GOD the LORD bring to the birth, and not give 
ſtrength to bring forth ? That be far from him ! the ſu- 
ſpicion be far from us! He has, in unſpeakable mer- 
cy, appointed his bleſſed SPIRIT for this purpoſe. 
The HOLY GHOST, the Comforter, attendeth 
continually on this very thing ; to teſtify of CHRIST, 
and to reveal CHRIST in our ſinful ſouls; en- 
blipg us to diſcern the all-ſufficiency of CHRIST, 
e diſcern our right to make uſe of CHRIST, and 


Matth. ix, 29. 


+ Matth. xxii. 4. 
[| If, xliti. 25. 
+ If, i. 18. 
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to receive CHRIST as our own-+ ur own GOD 
and SAVIOUR. | 
Be it then your daily endeavour, your continual 
buſineſs, to believe; firmly, conſidently, aſſuredly to 
believe in FESUS CHRIST, as the great and 
lorious REDEEMER, in whom you have pardon, you 
— righteouſneſs, and eternal life. Thus exerciſe 
yourſelves unto godlineſs, and GOD will help you : 
GOD will ſtrengthen you; yea, GOD will uphold you 
with the right hand of his righteouſneſs, Thus exerciſe 
yourſelves unto godlineſs, depending on the divine 
faithfulneſs, proceeding upon the divine warrant, in 
obedience to the divine command, which expreſsly 
ſays, Believe in the LORD your GOD, ſo ſhall ye be 
eſtabliſhed : believe his prephets, ſo ſhall ye proſper * : 
believe in his dear 8 ON, fo hall ye be ſaved +. 
Pharaoh ſaid to Joſeph, New thou art commanded, 
this do . Let me allo ſay to my hearers, Now ye are 
allowed, invited, commanded to believe in the SON 
of GOD, this do. *Tis your grand concern; the one 
thing needful. Without this, nothing will profit you. 
Therefore | repeat my exhortation ; therefore J am fo 
urgent; therefore I cannot diſiniſs the ſubject, with- 
out beſeeching the FATHER of mercies to com- 
mand a bleſſing upon the word; that you may indeed 
believe || unto righteouſneſs, unto life, unto ſalvation. 
Thus will you glority the ineffable goodneſs of GOD, 
and the ineſtimable merit of CHR/ST: thus will you 
find a ſure, a full, an incomparably-rich proviſion made 
for your fafety : and thus will you moſt effectually 
comply with that tender and gracious invitation of 
the LORD your GOD; Come, my people, enter thou 
into thy chambers, and ſhut thy doors about thee : hide 
thyſelf as it were for a little moment, until the indignation 
be overpaſt. For behold ! the LORD cometh out of his place, 
to puniſh the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity 4. 
And what will ye do, when the LORD cometh. 
forth to punilh, if you are not received into the hi- 
ding-place?— What will ye do, ye men of ſober and 
decent converſation z ho have nothing but an out- 
ward regularity, and ſome cuſtomary conformity to 
religious worſhip ? Theſe, though in their place valu- 
able, yet are no ſecurity. They are only the outworks, 
not your fortification, nor your citadel. When the 
righteous Judge ſhall be revealed from heaven in flaming 


fire, to take vengeance on them that obey not the goſpel + ; 


theſe, without the blood of ſprii: Kling, will be but as 
a withered leaf amidſt the inextinguiſhable burning. 
What will ye do, ye men of wea/th and large poſ- 
ſeſſions ? Will riches profit you in the day of wrath ? will 
riches protect you in the my of the LOR D's contro- 
verſy ? Alas! they will mark you out for a prey, and 
ſerve only to lure the vultures. . If riches have been 
your idol; hoarded up in your coffers, or lavithed out 
upon yourſelves ;. they will, when the day of reckon- 
ing comes, be like the garment of pitch and brimitone; 
put upon the criminal condemned to the flames. 
What will ye do, ye mighty men of valour? If the 
LORD turn his hand upon you, your heart ſhall fail, 
and your knees be feeble; your arm ſhall loſe its 
ſtrength, and your ſword ſhall loſe its edge. Your 
fleets and armies ll be as tow, and the commanders 
of them as a ſpark ; and they ſhall both burn together, 
and none ſpall quench them ff you are not ſheltered 
and ſecured by this blood, what will ye do, when the 


ſhout of the archangel is made, and the trump of 


GOD is heard? Undaunted as you now ſeem, you 
will then, in an agony of deſpair, call upon rocks to fall 
upon you, and mountains to cover you == , 

What will ye do, ye voluptuous men, and ye careleſs 
women ? ye that cat the lambs out of the flock, and 
the calves out of the midit of the ſtall? ye that drink 


* 2 Chron, xx. 20, + Ach xvi. 31. 
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wiae in bowls, d anoint yourſelves with the chief 


ointments? Ah. what will ye do, when the ole land, 
for the univerſal derreneracy of its inhabitants, for their 
contempt of CHRIST, and neglet of grace, ſhall 
heco brin/toane, au ſalt, and burning; inſomuch that 
* all nat be ſrwn, nar bear, no any graſs grow there- 
on “? Much more may I ail, What will ye do, when 
the heavens ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe, when 
the elements {hall melt with fervent heat, when the 
whole earth, and all the works that are therein, ſhall 
be burnt up? 

What will ye do, people of all ranks and condi- 
tions, when mi/chief ſhall come upon nujchief, and rumour 
Hall be upon rumour t; when your houſes ſhall be laid 
in heaps, and your ſtreets be made a place of graves ! 
when your cities, that were full of inhabitants, ſhall 
he ſolitary ; and not a voice heard amidſt them, but 
5zhs of the diſconſolate, and groans of the dying? 
when your children ſhall be ſlaughtered in one place, 
your parents in another; and the . ſlain ſhall lie be- 
„ hind the ſlayer, as the ſheaves } behind the reaper, 
“ in the time of harveſt ?*—But, above all, what will 
e do, when the great white throne is erected ; when 
the earth and the heavens flee away from the face of 
him that fitteth thereon; and the dead, both ſmall 
and great, ſtand before GOD to be judged ? Without 
the blood of ſprinkling, where can you be ſafe? how 
will you appear? what will you do ?—Whereas, it 
CHRIST and his blood are yours, all is yours. You 
have nothing to fear, in time or eternity.“ O! well 
« is it with you, and happy ſhall you be.” But this 
reminds me of adding a word, 

4. By way of conſolation. —Poſſibly you may be ready 
to inquire, 4 What conſolation will this adminiſter, 
« amidſt the preſages, or under the approach, of na- 
ce tional calamities? Very great. Fear not, ſays the 
LORD, r have redeemed thee |. Redemption by 
CHRIST is a preſervative from all terror, and an 
antidote againſt every evil. This cauſes the ſerene 
breaſt, and the lightſome heart. Hence comes calm- 
neſs of conſcience, quietneſ and aſſurance for ever. 
Therefore, ſays the prophet, This man ſhall be our peace 
when the Aſſyrian hall come into our land. The blood 
and righteouſneſs of our incarnate G O D ſhall be the 
ſovereign ſupport of our ſouls, even when the enemy 
invades our territories, and preys upon the vitals of 
our country: yea, when he treads upon our palaces |} ; 
not only demoliſhes our dwelling-houſes, but lays our 
royal edifices in the duſt, and makes us feel all the 
grievouſneſs of war. | 

Further, when this blood is ſprinkled, ſin is done 
2way, and GOD is appeaſed. His promiſes are your 

ortion, and his arm is your defence. For the com- 

ort of ſuch people it is written; He /hall deliver 
thee in fix troubles ; yea, in ſeven there ſhall no evil 
touch thee. In famine, he ſhall redeem thee from death ; 
and in war, from the power of the ſword. Thou ſhalt be 
hid from the ſcourge of the tongue ; neither ſhalt thou be 
afraid of deſtruction, when it cometh + . In the hands 
of this reconciled and faithful CREATOR, this un- 
wearied and almighty DELIVERER, how ſafely may 


+ Ezek. vii. 26. 
II. xliii. 1. 


+ Job v. 19. 20. 21. 


Deut. xxix. 23. 
1 Jer ix. 22 
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ou depoſit yourſelves and your famili 
{Gong i de, all! OY mies. Your pof. 
Be not then diicouraged, ye follo 

though troublous rods. loud 1 CHRIST, 
and all events, are under the control of your 2 

ly FATHER. IF he has any further occaſion "abba 
ſervice, or ſces it conducive to your good, . 1 
preſerve you amidſt the greateſt dangers, , 1 will 
draw a curtain of concealinent over 3 


Ou 
over David in the cave &. He can plane in ine 
guard around you, as he did around Fliſha in bh 


tian 2. He can turn the hearts of a 

and make even the enemy and — 4 ES 
peace with you; as he did in the caſe of Jacob and hi 
enraged brother Efau.—Or, if you fall in the c 
mon calamity, your /atter end fhall be peace ; tears 
heritance is unalienable, and your joy no man ta beth fr 
ene Tour By —_ 1 eternal intereſts are f. 
cure, invio ecure, being hid wi 
GOD t. * > g th CHRIST in 


Happy, unſpeakably bleſſed and ha 
on whom this blood is ſprinkled ! It VE te Soap, 
tions come upon the land, this may ſcreen and > 
tect their perſons; like the mark, which the N 
clothed with linen ſet on the forehead of 6005 
choſen ones || ; or like the line of ſcarlet thread, whi h 
Rahab the harlot bound to the window of her houſe 1 
However, by this blood of reconciliation, all aftictin; 
{hall be diſarmed, and every evil unſtung. Nay al 
things, not in proſperity only, but in adverlity like. 
witc, ſhall work together for good +, Death, even death 
is vanquiſhed for them, and become their gain, Ang 
the laſt judgment is no longer the object of then 
dread, but their unſpeakable privilege. Bein jus 
xy by this r- they "oy even $99 in 22 
ion, and rejoice in hope, in ſure an 
the glory of G OD OF : n 
Will ye not then, brethren, ardently join with me? 
while I lift my voice to GOD in the heavens, and lay 
Awake, awake, O arm of the LORD; let this bea 
day of thy power, and a day of our redemption, 
Behold, O GOD our SAVIOUR, and look upon 
thy various congregations. Sce what a gathering 
of the people there is in thy courts ; let there be az 
great a gathering of ſouls to thy bleſſed ſelf, Ful. 
* ti] the prophecy, almighty SHILOH ! Let fingers, 
«« won by the diſcovery of thy grace, fly unto thee 
das a cloud; and take ſhelter in thy wounds, as the 
* doves in their windows! that they may reſt in the 
day of trouble; and, when time ſhall be no more, 
may enter into that everlaſting reſt, which remain- 
eth for the people of GOD.” Amen! 


1 Sam, xxiv. 3. 1 2 Kings vi. 17. 
+ Col. ili. 3. BAK Joſh. i. 18. * 
++ Rom. viii. 28. This ſeems to be the meaning of the H Os 
LY GHOST, in the paſſage lately quoted from Job. In ſix, 
in manifold and various troubles G 9 D ſball deliver thee. Or, 
if he ſuffer thee to be involved in /even, there ſhall no evil, na 
penal evil, euch thee, His gracious preſence ſhall be more than 
deliverance. Thou ſhalt not feel anguiſh, but enjoy comfort ; 
thou ſhalt not ſuffer harm, but receive benefit. Though the 


flames of tribulation kindle all around, they ſhall not conſume 


thee ; but (like the fire which ſurrounded the three Hebrew 
confeſſors) ſhall only looſe thy bonds, and ſet thee free; ſet 
thy affections free from a troubleſome world, or ſet thy foul 
tree from a priſon of clay. | | 


= Rom. v. 1. 2. 3. 
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The Way of Holineſs. 


Ez Ek. xvii. 27. | NT 
When the wicked man turneth away from his wickedneſs that he hath committed, and 
doth that which is lawful and right, he fhall ſave his ſoul alive. 


7 N ANx of my hearers, I obſerve, are huſband- 


fr 


MW men; and the ſeaſon, if I miſtake not, is 
2 the ſeaſon of ſced time. I will ſuppoſe a per- 
A ſon, unſkilled in your buſineſs, brethren, 
taking notice of your work. Perhaps he goes home, 
and fays,—* What ſtrange inconſiderate creatures 
„ have I ſeen in the field! I faw them, inſtead of lay- 
ing up their corn in the garner, throwing it away 
« by handfuls. Nay, they even buried it in the 
ground, and left it to putrefy under the clods. Is 
« this the way to improve their ſtock, and increaſe 
« their ſubſtance? is this the way to get gain, and 
« provide for their families?“ 555 
Should any one make ſuch a reflection on your 
conduct, you have an anſwer ready. The ſame anſwer, 
only with an alteration of circumſtances, will be e- 
qually proper for your preacher. It is true, his uſual 
ſubjects are, the abſolutely-free grace of G O D, and 
the immenſely- rich merits of C H RIST,; the infinite 
atonement, and everlaſting righteouſneſs of the R E- 
DL EME R. But becauſe he generally enlarges up- 
on theſe doctrines, is he therefore throwing away his 
words? does he negled the cauſe, or diſregard the in- 
tereſts of holineſs * Far from it. He is ſowing the ſeed 
of vital holincſs ; without which ſeed, holineſs will 
never flouriſh in your hearts, will never bring forth 
fruit in your lives ; any more than your ploughed lands 
would produce a crop of corn, without receiving the 
appointed grain. It is through the knowledge of our 
' adorable SAVIOUR, as calling us to glory and virtue, 
that we have all things pertaining unto life and godlineſs *; 
unto the enjoyment of life eternal, and the practice 
of true godlineſs. 2 | 
To convince you that this is my aim, I have choſen 
a text full to the purpoſe ; and not unſuitable to the 
occaſion of our preſent aſſembly. When the wicked man 
turneth away from his wickedneſs that he hath commit- 
ted, and doth that which is lawful and right, he fhall 
ſave his ſoul alive. . 
The words naturally divide themſelves into the fol- 
lowing particulars; - | 


I. What the wicked man ſhould turn from—wicked- 


neſs. 


II. What he ſhould turn to do that which is laws, 


4 ful and right. | 
HW. What will be the ect of ſuck turning—he ſhall 
ſave his ſoul alive. | 


May CHRIST FESUS, the Head of his church, 
and the wonderful Counſellor, enable us to open theſe 
truths; to add a word of lively application; and to 
recave godly edifying from the whole ! ain 


I. What the wicked man ſhould turn from—wicked- 
neſs. Here perhaps you expect, that I ſhould mention 
ſeveral ſorts of wickedneſs ; ſhould diſplay the deteſt- 
able nature and deſtructive conſequences of each; and 
ner ou, by ſuch conſiderations, from the commil- 

on of them all; deter you from lying and defraud- 


* 2 h 
No XXI. Aa. 4-9, 


ing, from curſing and ſwearing, from drunkenneſs 
and uncleanneſs, from a ſpiteful temper and a back- 
biting tongue. Theſe are horrid evils. On account 
of theſe the land mourns. Theſe bring the vengeance 
of GOD on a perſon, and on a people *. If I could 
ſpeak in thunder, Icouldnever inveigh too loudly againſt 
theſe vices. Le that go on in fuck iniquities, ye are 
e ſcattering brimſtone upon your habitations +; ye are heaps 
&« ing up wrath againſt the day of wrath |. How can 
ce ye eſcape the damnation of helll?ꝰ?i 

But let me forbear invectives. Let me reaſon With 
you in the ſpirit of mildneſs.—I will ſuppoſe you poſ- 
ſeſſed of a pleaſant garden. In ome favourite bed 
many weeds ſpring up, allurMg to the eye, but full 
of deadly poiſon. Will you order you gardener, to 
crop off the leaves, or to pluck up the roots? To 
pluck up the roots, moſt certainly. Becauſe, if he 
does the former only, it will avail but little; it will 
be no better than labour loſt ; whereas, if he does the 
latter, he will effectually rid your ground of the per- 
nicious incumbrance. Thus would I act. Wicked- 
nels is this pernicious weed. It is full of deadly poiſon ; 
it pollutes your ſouls, and will be the bane of your 
happineſs. I would not therefore be content with 
uſing the pruning-knife, and cutting off the ſhoots ; 
but I would take the ſpade, and level my blow at the 
root. 

I would fain have you turn, not partially and ſu- 

erficially, but thoroughly and habitually ;—not from 
2 only, but from all wickedneſs ; and not barely 
from the practice, but even from the love of it, and 
any fondneſs for it.— This will never be accompliſhed, 
unleſs you turn | 

From a thoughtleſ's 

From a prayerleſs 

rom an infenſible 8 
i. From a thoughtleſs ſtate. Tou are made for eter- 
nity; you are immortal beings. You muſt dwell ei- 
ther with GOD in heaven, or with devils in hell; and 
that to endlefs, endleſs ages. You know not how 
ſoon you may be ſummoned into the inviſible and 
cternal world ; the following night, for aught you 
can tell; or before the prefent hour is expired. Do 
you ſeriouſly conſider, to which of theſe everlaſting 
abodes you are approaching ? for which of theſe un- 
changeable conditions you are mett ? 

Except à man be born again, ſays our LORD, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven 4. This is the 
fixed determination of the righteous Judge. You all 
hope for heaven; and I humbly beſecch the LORD 
that you may not be difappointed of your hope. But 
do you diligently inquire, whether you have experi- 


ſtate: 


_ enced this new birth? Is there a ſpiritual change. 


wrought in your ſouls? are your affections taken off 
from vanity, and fixed on the infinitely-amiable GOD ? 
is your memory filled with the truths of the goſpel, 
and are your deſires riſing to things above? To ex- 
pect the bleſſednefs of heaven, and have no concern 
about this renewal of your nature, is to contemn the 


* Col. iii, 6. + Job xvii. 15. 
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connl's of CHR ST, and to trifle with his unalter- 
able decree. | 

Without holineſs no man ſhall fee the LORD &. This 
is the ſtanding rule for our preſent conduct, and in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary for our future happineſs. You 
may be civil and decent in your behaviour; you may 
attend the place of divine worſhip, and paſs for re- 
putable perſons: yet, unleſs you are holy in your 
hearts, and holy in your converſation, you cannot 
enter into 60 D's bliſsful preſence. Jo be holy is to 
gut an CUIRIST }; to reſemble CHRIST, in your 
ſpirit and carriage, as one man reſembles another, 
when he puts on his dreſs, or imitates his manners. 
Do you look to CHRIST as your pattern ; follow 
C/IRIST as your guide; and, in the general courſe 
of your life, walk as CHRIST walked ?—Perhaps 
you have never ſo much as aimed at this; never ſo 
much as ſeriouſly conſidered eternity, regeneration, 
and a conformity to CHRIST. Theſe things are ſel- 
dom, if ever, in your thoughts: then be aſſured you 
arc far from holineſs; you are not turned from your 
evil way; no, nor ſo much as beginning to turn. 

Say not, © This duty of ſerious conſideration is a 

flight matter. If I had been guilty of injuſtice or 
„ perjury ; it I had committed adultery or murder; 
« theſe indeed were hainous crimes : whereas, the 
„ omiſlion which you have inſiſted on, is but a ſinall 
„ offence.” — Small offexce! Preſume not to think fo. 
However ſuch guilt may appear little in your view, 
or fit caſy upon your conſcience, it is hainous enough 
to make heaven and earth amazed. For thus ſarth the 
LORD; Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth! I 
have nouriſhed and brought up children, and they have 
rebelled again/t me. The ox knoweth his owner, and the 
aſs his maſter's crib : but Iſrael doth not know, my people 
Dorit NOT CONSIDER I. To ſay the truth, an incon- 
fiderate careleſs life is an unintermitted courſe of fin ; 
it is one continued act of rebellion againſt G O D.— 
It oppoſes his compaſſionate wiſh; O that they were 
wiſe! that they underſtood this ! that they would confider 
their latter end || /—It diſobeys his poſitive command; 
Thus ſaith the LORD of hats, the ſupreme Ruler of 
the world, Confider your ways 4,—lt defeats the delign 
of his holy word, and would make the blood of his 
SON to be of none effect. 
2. Turn from a prayerleſs ſtate. Alas! how many 
of thofe whom we call Chriſtians are ſtrangers to 
prayer! How many ſervants riſe to their work, and 
never bend a knee before their MASTER in heaven! 
how many maſters ſet their ſervants an ungodly ex- 
ample ; enter upon the affairs of the day, without im- 
ploring the GOD of all grace, either to proſper their 
buſineſs, or to ſanctify their ſouls! How many parents 
know not what it is to make earneſt ſupplications for 
the converſion and ſalvation of their children! and 
how many children are as ignorant of the nature, the 
neceſſity, the advantages of prayer, © as the wild aſs's 
« colt +?” 

Shall I reckon th:/e good people? are theſe turned 
to their GOD? No; they are deſpiſers of the Moſt 
HIGH; they caſt contempt upon his majeſty. The 
language of their practice is, © Depart from us. 
« Omnipotent as thou art, we have no need of thee; 
« no nced of thy SPIRIT, to make interceſſion in 


« us; no need of thy 8 ON, to make interceſſion for 


„% us.” — Moſt juſtly, therefore, is it reckoned by Eli- 
phaz, as part of a wicked and abandoned character, 
Thou reſlraineſt prayer before GOD ++. Nay, it is men- 
tioned by the pſalmiſt as the finiſhing part, that which 
ſeals up the foul under the dominion of iniquity, and 
{huts out all reaſonable hope of a reformation : They 
are corrupt; they do abominable works ; and there is no 
proſpect of their doing otherwiſe, ſince hey call not 
upon the LO RD =. 

* Heb. xii. 14. + Rom. Xi. 14. 

Deut. xxxii. 29. + Hag. i. 5. 7. 
Job xv. 4. 
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Religious, yet neglect prayer! Impoſſilie 
man live without food? can he breathe witho 
No more can you withſtand temptation, or exos..: 
godlineſs, unleſs you watch unto prayer *. — The Xerciſc 
of prayer is not only ſinful in itſelf, but the urch 
of an unſanctiſed heart, and the wide inlet 4 5 
unrightcous practice. “ Shew me a prayerleſs —_ l 
ſaid one, „and I will ſhew you a graceleſs eqs 
Turn then, finners, turn, without delay, to a habj 7 
prayer; of ſecret, ſerious, earneſt prayer: otherwis | 
you cannot expect that the wrath of GOD {hoy * 
turned away from you. No; when he whets his alte 
tering ſword, and his hand takes hold on judoy; hq 
you are the perſons that cauſe the indignatic OY 
are the perſons who have reaſon to tremble at * 
{troke. For thus it is written in that venerable en 
which is a tranſcript of the divine will, and the ral 
of the divine procedure; Pour out thy fury upon 5 
Heathen, that know thee not 3 pottr out thy fury upon t 1 
families that call net on thy name F. 2 

3. Turn from your ſenſible ſtate.—Pe ſenſible of 
your guilt, your miſery, your ruin. Thoughtleſs ang 
prayerleſs people, you are ſinners before the G00 gt 
heaven; you are the children of his wrath ; you are 
the objects of his vengeance; condemned and Accur. 
ſed by his holy word. O! may the LORD of aj 
power rend the veil from your underſtandings, and 
ſhew you your perilous, your dreadfully- perilous con. 


Can 7 
ut air? 


dition. 
It, while I am ſpeaking, the earth ſhould reel to and 4 
fro, and be in ſtrong convulſions under your feet ; if 4 


it ſhould open its horrid jaws, and gape frightfully 
wide to devour you; not one in the aſſembly but „ 
would be | pron alarmed. How then can you be 
careleſs and unconcerned, when hell from beneath is 
opening her mouth, to ſwallow you up in cadleſ; per- 
dition ?—lf this building was roc&:ng over your heads, 
and tottering on every tide ; if the beams were burſt- 
ing, and the walls cleaving; you would be ſtruck 
with aſtoniſhment and horror. And how is it tha: 
you are under no apprehenſions, when the indigta- 
tion of an almighty GOD is ready to fall upon you? 
which, far more inſupportable than the fall of loaded 
roofs, or ponderous millſtones, muſt even grind you 
to powder.—lIt the French were landed, and an army 
of deſperate Papiſts ravaging the nation ; if you were 
purſued, or ſurrounded, by thoſe barbarous enemies 
of your religion and country; if their ſwords, reck- 
ing with Britiſh blood, were now at your throats; 
you would tremble for your lives. And will you not 
feel ſome concern for your ſouls, when the ſword of 
Omnipotence is ſharpened to cut you in pieces? when, 
for aught you know, it may be already unſheathed; 
may have received a commiſſion to give the fatal 
blow; and, before another hour paſſes, may actually 
ſtrike.— If the late diſtemper among the cattle, ſhould 
turn to a plague among men; if it ſhould ſweep away 
thouſands and ten thouſands to an untimely grave; 1: 
you ſhould ſee multitudes of your neighbours cle. 
ing, dropping, dying on every fide; certainly yo! 
would be terriked. How then can you remain umu. 
preſſed, when the curſe } of GOD is approaching 
you? when the curſe of GOD is hovering over you: 
when the curſe of GOD is ready to be poured out up- 
on you? and turn all your delights into weeping: 
wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth ? 

Behold then, ſinners, inconſiderate and inſenſibe 
ſinners, you are this day impleaded at G O D's bat: 
you-are found guilty before the JUDGE of the would: 
you are upon the very brink of everlaſting deſtructio". 
Not the earth, but hell, is opening her mouth te 
devour you; not the ſtones and timber of your 19! 
ſes, but the vengeance of the Moſt HIGH, 15 ru{hing 
down upon you. The ſword, not of an enraged ads 
verſary, but of GOD's molt: tremendous diſpleaſure! 
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aps ſtretched out to deſtroy you: the pe- 
— — ps 9 is infinitely more to be dreaded than 
= peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs, the curſe of 
GOU is ready to break forth upon you. — And will 
ot theſe terrors awaken you, alarm you, perſuade 
not *?—Thou G O D of the world, and GOD of 
00 ſouls, let not thy judgments and thy threatenings 
o forth in vain! 3 
hope ſome of you are inclined to aſk, How or 
to what ſhould we be perſuaded ? If ſo, my ſecond 
particular will ſuggeſt the proper anſwer. 


N. What the wicked man ſhould turn to*—To do 
that which is lazeful and right : to repent of fin, and 
love GOD ; to be pure in heart, and holy in all man- 
ner of converſation. This is implied in the exhorta- 
tion of the text; this is the indiſpenſable duty of all 
men; and to promote this is the continual aim of our 
1 are guilty, ruined, impotent creatures. — 
Guilty, and can you, under a load of treſpaſſes, ariſe 
and do your LORD's will? Ruined, and can you, 
amidſt ſuch diſcouraging circumſtances, have any 
heart to ſet about the work of reformation ? Inpo- 
tent, and can you, under the moſt deplorable weak- 
neſs, perform the moſt difficult of all ſervices ?—No ; 
you mult firſt be relieved and enabled, before you can 
be ſufficient for theſe things. Like the woman bowed 
down with a ſpirit of infirmity, or like the 1mpotent 


man at the pool of Betheſda, you muſt receive reſto- 


ration and ſtrength from G OD your SAVIOUR. 
Turn then to CHRIST, who ſays by his prophet, 
0 Iſrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, but in ME 1s thy 


wh; 5 ſhould inquire, What ſhall 1 find in CHRIST ? 
All that you can want; all that you can wiſh ; in- 
comparably more than I am able to expreſs. For hath 
pleaſed the FATHER, that in CHRIST ſhould al 
fulneſs dwell . ; Wd 

Becauſe you are guilty, and have a burden of iniqui- 


ty on your ſouls, HE is the Lamb of G OD, that taketh 


away the fin of the world ||: a lamb of G O D's own 
appointing ; a lamb of infinite excellence and dignity; 


to whom nothing 1s equal, nothing comparable. This 
Lamb of G0 D has ſhed his blood for ſinners ; has 
ſulfered death for ſinners; yea, has died in their ſtead, 
and endured all that vengeance which they have de- 
ſerved. In this moſt wonderful and perfect manner 
has he obtained their pardon ! pardon, not of ſome 
only, but of all fins ; be they ever ſo numerous, or e- 
ver ſo hainous, it maketh no difference with him. An 
infinite SAVIOUR taketh away millions, unnum- 
bered millions of the moſt abominable iniquities, with 


nas much eaſe as he expiates a ſingle offence, or the 


{malleſt fault. He blotteth out Franſgrefeons, aggravated 
tranſgreſſions, innumerable tranſgreſſions, as a cloud | ; 
as calily and as completely as the wind ſweeps away 
a floating cloud from the face of the ſky. Delivered 
from thus load of guilt, you will be fitted to walk in 
the way of GOD's commandments, and not be weary ; 
yea, to run, and not faint ++. 

Becauſe you are ruined, and have nothing that may 
recommend you to the moſt high GOD, CHRIST has 
brought in a righteouſneſs—a complete righteouſneſs— 
a divine righteouſneſs. Conſider the unſpotted purity 
of his nature, and the unſinning obedience of his life ; 
conſider his fervent charity to man, and his patient re- 
lignation to GOD; conſider all his exalted virtues, 
and all his exemplary actions; theſe, all theſe, in their 
utmoſt perfection, are not only for the imitation, but 
tor the juſtification alſo, of ſuch ſinners as you and I. 
His name is FEHOV AH, which ſpeaks incompre- 
benſible grandeur in him 3 FEHOVAH our righteouſ- 
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neſs *, which ſpeaks unutterable comfort to us. In 
this righteouſneſs we may be fully accepted, and en- 
titled to life eternal. Of this we may make our boaſt, 
and ſay, In the LORD have 1 righteouſneſs + ; I, a 
tranſgreſſor, have a real righteouineſs; I, a defec- 
tive creature, have a conſummate righteouſneſs ; 
I, a frail relapſing Chriſtian, have an invariable and e- 
verlaſting righteouſneſs. O! what a treaſure is this! 
what an unſpeakable gift is this! Is there a cordial that 
can revive our ſpirits, is there a motive that can 
animate us to duty, like 2 through IM- 
MAN UE L's righteouſneſs ?- Bleſſed LORD! this 
makes thy yoke eaſy, and thy burden light. 

Becauſe you are weak and diſabled, CHRIST has 
the reſidue of the SPIRIT jt; the fulneſi of the SPI- 
RIT ||; the ſeven SPIRITS of GOD are before 
his throne J. The HOLY GHOST, in all his o- 
perations, and with all his graces, CHRIST ſends to 
whomſoever he pleaſes +.—He gave this ineſtimable 
bleſſing to Saul the perſecutor and blaſphemer : he 
gave this ineſtimable bleſſing to many of his murderers 
and crucihers : he ſtill confers the heavenly gift on his 
enemies; yea, on the rebellious alſo +. And the promiſe, 
the tree gracious promiſe, zs to you, and to your children, 
and to all that are afar off, even as many as the LORD our 
60 D, by the preaching of his goſpel, all call ++, 

How ſalutary and beneficial are the effects of this 
gift! our LORD himſelf, who beſt knew, has admi- 
rably ſhewn. He that believeth on ME, out of his belly 
ſhall flow rivers of living water =, This ſpake he of the 
SPIRIT, which every one that turns to him, and 
believes on him, ſhall receive. Obſerve ſome beauti- 
ful and copious river ; how it exhilarates the country, 
and fructiſies the foil through which it paſſes; beſtows 
a thouſand conveniencies, and gives birth to a thouſand 
delights, where-ever it takes its winding courſe. So 
the COMFORTER dwelling in the heart, gives ſuch 
charming views of CHRIST and his unſearchable 
riches, as gladden the conſcience, and make us truly 
happy. Hence, as from an inexhauſtible ſource, true 
holineſs flows, and every ſpiritual good. This diſpoſes 
us to love our neighbour: this teaches us to be meek 
in ſpirit : and this will raiſe our delires far above earth- 
ly, ſenſual, tranſitory things, even as David's thoughts 
were raiſed far above the ſhepherd's ſcrip, when he 
ſat exalted on the throne of Iſrael. 

Under the influence of this divine SPIRIT, you 
will ſay, CHRIST has taken away the execrable 
„ filth of my fins; and ſhall I wallow in the mire of 
“ iniquity again? C H RIS IT has delivered me from 
the pit of everlaſting deſtruction; and ſhall I leap in- 
* to thoſe unquenchable flames, from which, as a 
„brand, I have been ſnatched ? —In my adorable 
« REDEEMER, I have a perfect righteouſneſs, 
* and am completely juſtified ; and ſhall I not endea- 
“ vour to walk worthy of fuch favours ; to ſhew my 
5 gratitude for ſuch heneficence, by bringing forth 
« the fruits of rightcouſneſs in all my converſa- 
„ tion Tt” 

Yes, brethren ; when you ate turned to CHRIST, 
to receive his atonement, to rely on his righteouſneſs, 
to be filled with his SPIRIT; it will be with your 
ſoul as it is with the erh, when it is turned to the 


ſun. The earth, you ſee, is now barren and unfruit- 


ful, becauſe it has been very much withdrawn from 
the enlivening beams of tte ſun. Frelong it will be 
replaced under the full influences of that fountain of 
light and heat. Then what a change will take place! 
how wall the flowers appear on the ground ! how will 
the leaves adorn the trees | how will the ſinging 
of birds be heard in our land! So ſhall holineſs and a 
heavenly temper be produced in your ſouls ; ſo ſhall 
obedience, with all the fruits of godlineſs, flouriſh in 


* Jer. xXili, 6. + If. xlv. 24. t' Mal. ii. 15. 
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1 lives; when this Sun of righteouſneſs manifeſts 
imſelf in your hearts, makes you partakers of his 
falvation, and thus ariſes upon you with healing under 
his wings . 

Should any one doubt, whether this is the way to 
do that which is lawful and right; I aſk,—Is it not a 
pleaſing way ? ſuch as we ſhould wiſh for; ſuch as we 
ſhould prefer above all others ; and ſuch as will render 
our LORD's ſervice perfect freedom ?—Is it not a 
rational way ? apparently adapted to engage the heart, 
to ſtrengthen the hand, and thereby to fit the whole 
man for every good work? 

Beſides, is it not the way appointed by G OD?— 
Would we © earneſtly repent, and be heartily ſorry 
« for all our miſdoings?” The wiſdom of GOD aſ- 
ſures us, this ſorrow mult ariſe from bclieving views 
of CHRIST; from looking unto him whom we have 
pierced4 ; looking unto him as wounded for our tranſ- 
greſſions, and bruiſed for our iniquities. This, if any 
thing, will incline us to be afflicted, and mourn, and 
weep, for all our abominations. Thus, and thus on- 
ly, ſhall we experience that god/y ſorrow, which work- 
eth repentance not to be repented of. 

Would we love GOD? The oracles of heaven in- 
form us, that we muſt firſt ſee his love ; his infinitely- 
free, and infinitely-tender love towards us ; his love 
not imputing 4; ſin to our ſouls, but laying all our 
iniquities upon his own SON. Then ſhall we /ove 
him, when we perceive and know, that he has, in this 
moſt divinely gracious manner, regarded—/oved—bleſ- 
ſed us. | 

Would we be pure in heart? The LORD purifieth 
the heart by faith : faith in CHRIST, as ſhedding 
his moſt precious blood, as giving his moſt glorious 
perſon, for our ranſom : and, by his one oblation, 
finiſhing our tranſereſſion ; making reconciliation for our 
iniquity ; yea, perfefting us for ever: inſomuch that we 
may boldly 
our LORD JESUS CHRIST we ſhall be ſaved. 
He that hath this faith and this hope purifieth himſelf, 
even as he 1s pure. 

Would we renounce all ungodlineſs * would we live 
 foberly, righteouſly, and godlily |? By grace we muſt 
be enabled; even that grace which brings ſalvation, 
a finiſhed and free ſalvation to ſinners. That grace, 
appearing 1n the heart, and appropriated by faith, is 
the ſure, the effectual means of true ſatictification ; the 
ſure, the effectual motive to willing obedience. —There- 
fore our LORD ſays, He that eateth me, even he ſhall 
live by me 4. He that eateth me, that receiveth my 
righteouſneſs and redemption ; that maketh a daily 
uſe of me and my benefits, for the refreſhment and 
health of his ſoul ; as people make a daily uſe of their 
neceſlary food, for the nouriſhment and ſupport of 
their bodies: even he ſhall live by me; he ſhall live to 
GOD in real holineſs here, and live with GOD 
in everlaſting glory hereafter. — This method will 
ſtrengthen and prepare us for diſcharging all the du- 
ties of a Chriſtian life, as bread ſtrengthens and pre- 
pares the labourer for diſpatching the buſineſs of his 
toilſome calling. Whereas, without _ this ſove- 
reign expedient, we ſhall be as incapable of exerciſing 
ourſelves unto godlineſs, as the hireling, deprived of 
his uſual meals, would be incapable of performing his 
daily taſk. 8 | 

Upon the whole, brethren, we do not urge you to 
make brick without ſtraw : we do not call upon you 
to ariſe and work, without ſhewing you from whence 


our ability and vigour are to proceed. — Some, per- 


— might exhort you to all holy obedience; but, 


neglecting theſe moſt neceſſary directions, their exhor- 
tations would be comfortleſs and inlignificant z be- 


* Mal. iv. 2. 
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he ſhall dwell under the defence of the Moſt HIGH, 


and aſſuredly ſay, Through this grace of 


R 


8 E R. nt. 


cauſe you might fetch a ſigh, and may anſwer, « 


CT/ 


te this we would gladly do, but alas! 
Whereas here is grace ſuſſicient for you in C HR1g$ 
— Whatever hinders you, CHRIST removes: _ 
ever you want, CHRIST beſtows: that, bein 7 
vered from your enemies, and from the hand of a Pr 8 
hate you ; from the influence of all that embarrzq at 
and all that diſcourages you ; you may ſerve him ky 
out ſlaviſh or diſquieting fear, in holineſs and rig er. 
neſs before him, all the days of your life &. os 
Happy deliverance ! thrice happy conduct! but ha 
pier ſtill the iſſue of all Which reminds me of x. 4 
laſt inquiry ; namely; 7 


III. What will be the effect of this turning? — 
the wicked man, thus turned, all ſave his foul a 
He ſhall ſave—Safety ſhall be his companion; ſafer 
ſhall be his guard; fafety ſhall eſcort him through the 
dangers of life. All the days of his appointed time 
abide under the ſhadow of the ALMIGHTY Na Fr 
deſirable ſituation! eſpecially when judgments, deſo. 
lating and deſtructive judgments, are abroad.—Whil. 
the ſtorm of calamity is gathering, or when the tem. 
peſt of tribulation is raging, O! what a calm muſt it 
create in the heart, to have the eternal GOD for our 
refuge t! to ſay within ourſelves, © The hand that ;; 
« ſtretched over the ſea, and ſhakes the kingdoms of the 
& earth; “the hand that rends the mountains, and ſeats 
&« fers the everlaſting hulls }| ; that hand is my defence 

& and my ſhield!” 

Save his ſoul—lt is not improbable, but his bodily 
welfare may be fecured. G OD may ſet a mark yy. 
on his forehead, and command the {word of the de- 
ſtroying angel to paſs over his houſe. But however 
this may be determined, his ſoul ſhall be ſafe. As to 
his ſpiritual welfare, he has a <writ of protection under 
the great feal of heaven. The LORD FESUSis 
his ever faithful-guardian, and none fhall pluck him cut 
of the divine REDEEMER's hand . The rowing 
lion may go about, ſeeking to devour him : but he 
has a ſtrong city, which the infernal adverſary cannot 
ſtorm ; he has an impregnable bulwark, which the 
powers of darkneſs cannot ſcale. Though he fall, 
the arm of CHRIST will raiſe him; though he be 
defiled, the blood of CHRIST will cleanſe him; 
though he die, it will be no loſs, but gain. HE 
that has the keys of the grave, will give command- 
ment concerning his  mouldering bones; HE that 
lives for evermore, will receive his departing ſoul.— 
This, perhaps, may be meant by that other emphat! 
cal word, alive; | | 

He ſhall fave his ſoul alive — He ſhall not barely be 
ſafe, but happy. He thall enjoy what truly deſerves 
the name of life. A man may eſcape from his ene 
my, by flying to a fortified caſtle: but in the caſtle 
there may be drought and famine. He may periſh by 
theſe diſaſters, though preſerved from the purluing 
foe. It ſhall not be thus with the returning, belie- 
ving, renewed ſinner. He ſhall be ſaved with a con: 
plete and everlaſting ſalvation. He is a child of 600. 
and an heir of glory: he ſhall rejoice in CHRIS 

ESUS here, and ſhall enter into the joy of 5 

ORD hereafter. When the earth is burnt up, be 
ſhall ſee it; when the heavens paſs away, he ſhal 
ſtand with boldneſs ; when all nature ſinks into diſſo- 
lution, he ſhall not only ſurvive, but enjoy the run. 
He ſhall leave a diſſolving world, to poſſeſs a kingdom 
in heaven; to wear a crown of righteouſneſs ; 4 
to be for ever with, for ever like, his bleſſed and gl 
rious LORD. 8 | 
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now ſhewn—what the wicked man ſhould 
Wk eee he ſhould turn fo, what will be the 
ect of this turning. Give me leave to aſk, Has the 
{DJ of the LORD been revealed ? are you impreſſed 
by the awful, or encouraged by the comfortable truths? 
i ſo, perhaps you will be ready to fay, „ Will 
« CHRIST receive me? will he make me a partaker 
« of theſe incomparable benefits ? ſhall ſuch a one, 
« who is ſo very «unworthy, find favour in his ſight ! 
Yes, ſuch a one may find favour. Any one, ever 
one who comes, he will receive. He ſends his mini- 
ſters to invite you; he ſends his judgments to compel 
ou; he uſes every expedient to gain you. — He bids 
earthquakes tear the foundations of nature, and turn 
mighty cities into ruinous heaps, that you may be 
built on that rock which ſhall never be ſhaken. He 
calls the ſword of war out of its ſcabbard, and com- 
mands it to be bathed in, blood, that you may fly tor 
ſafety to the Prince of peace. While ruin and deſo- 
lation are purſuing their dreadful work all around, he 
throws open the doors of his grace and righteouſneſs, 
ind moſt compaſſionately cries, © Come, my people; 
« come, poor offenders; enter into theſe chambers, 
6 find reſt *.“ 
= of you ſtill inclined to reply, Will CHRIST 
« indeed receive me, who am not only a ſinner, but 
« a great ſinner, —a /on perſiſting ſinner, —and now 
« ſcem to come but at the laſt hour ; more like one 
« driven by fear, than drawn by love? —W hat think- 
eſt thou? would the widow of Nain, who went mourn- 
ing after the corpſe of her only ſon, almoſt inconſo- 
lable with her loſs ; would ſhe be 1 to receive 
him, when our LORD reanimated the cold clay, and 
delivered him alive to his mother 4? Would ſhe need 
much importunity, and hardly be prevailed on, to 
embrace her beloved, her lamented child? Impoſlible 
to ſuppoſe. Remember what CHRIST has done for 
ſinners; what he has /#fered for ſinners; how his 
bowels yearn over ſinners ; and it will appear equally 
impoſſible that he ſhould reject any returning pro- 
igate. 85 
1 deject! No. The good father, aged and venerable 
as be was, haſtened; yea, ran to meet the prodigal. 
He fell on his neck, and tenderly kiſſed the diſſolute 
youth f. 50, with ſuch readineſs, and ſuch com- 
paſſion, will the everlaſting FATHUER receive you 
to his family, his favour, his love.-Nay more, he 
will receive you with joy. He 1s the good Shepherd ; 
you are the loſt ſheep: he is come, in his word, to 
teck you; when you turn to him, he has found you. 
Then, ſays the ſcripture, the good ſhepherd goes 
home with his recovered ſheep, rejoicing ||. O let 
your miniſter, and (which is unſpeakably more enga- 
ging) let the bleſſed FESUS have joy of you, my 


brethren: even that FESUS by whom ſinners are 


dearly beloved and longed for | ; who has no greater 
delight than to ſave them from their iniquities, and 
number them among his children. 

If you ſhould anſwer, —“ This is a matter of the 
« utmoſt importance. It lies at the very root of all 
% my comfort. Let me hear it confirmed from our 
„J. OR D's own mouth. will hearken what the 
*LORD GOD will ſay concerning me + .“ 

Hear then his own promiſe ; the moſt precious pro- 
miſe that words can form, or fancy conceive ; Whoſo- 
ever cometh to me, for pardon, for juſtification, for ho- 
lineſs, I will in no wiſe caſt him out ++, —Wheſcever ; 


whether he be high or low, learned or illiterate ; 


whether he be a ſervant or a maſter, a prince or a 
beggar; no one is excepted, no one ſhall be refuſed. 
In 19 wiſe : on no conſideration of paſt tranſgreſſions, 


* If. xxvi. 20, Luke vii. 15. 
{ Luke xv. 20, | Lake xv. 4. + Philip. iv- 1. * 
+ Pſal. lxxxv, 8. ++ Joha vi. 37. 
No XXI. l 
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on no account of preſent depravity, on no fore- 
knowledge of future failings. Only let him come, 
only let him come, and nothing ſhall debar him from 
the enjoyment of my benefits ; nothing ſhall ſeparate 
him from the endearments of my love. 

Hear his kind invitation; Return unto me, for I have 
redeemed you x. Ye that have hitherto been ſtrangers 
to ſeriouſneſs, and always alienated from me; tur 
unto me, and I will not ſo much as upbraid you + with 
your folly.— Ye that are how backſliders, and have for 
a ſeaſon ungratefully departed from me; turn unto me, 
and I will heal your backſlidings; my ſtripes ſhall make 
you whole.—Ye that have been ſlaves to vice; have 
fold yourſelves to work wickedneſs; and are grown 
old in abominable practices ; it is not too late even for 
you. I have redeemed even ſuch as you.—lI ſhake the 
pillars of nature, and rock the foundations of the 
world; I clothe the heavens with blackneſs, and I make 


fackecloth their covering 1. Yet, for ſuch as you, I gave 


my back to the ſmiters, and hid not my face from ſhame 
and ſpitting ||. Yes, ſinners; ſinners of every kind; 
I bore the curſe of the law, and dicd the death of the 
crois, on purpoſe that I might redeem ſuch as you, — 
Moſt amiable REDEEMER! who would not liſten 
to a call ſo wonderfully endearing? Sinners, how 
can you withſtand a motive ſo ſweetly conſtraining ? 

Hear his ſolemn cath; As live, ſaith the LORD 
GOD, I have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but 
that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn ye, 
turn ye from your evil ways ; for why will ye die, 0 
houſe of Iſrael |? Was there ever any declaration ſo 
charming? or any addreſs ſo affectionate ?—Sce! how 
the high and lofty ONE condeſcends! He commands 
in heaven, on earth, through hell yet, more like a 
ſupplicant than a ſovereign, he vouchſafes to ſolicit 
and beſeech you. From the habitation of his glory 
he cries, Turn ye, poor periſhing creatures.—Again he 
cries, Turn ye to your GOD and SAVIOUR; that 
ye may be delivered from all your tranſgreſſions, and 
iniquity may not be your ruin.— To take away all 
your reluctance, he pleads, he expoſtulates, Why will 
ye die? why will ye deſtroy yourſelves, and be un- 
done for ever? — That you may have no doubt of a 
free pardon and a favourable reception, he ſwears ; 
ſwears by himſelf, by his own life and immortal per- 
fections, that he has no pleaſure in your death,; but 
tall rejoice, infinitely rejoice in your recovery and 
ſalvation. 

Here theti you have the promiſe, the invitation, the 
oath of the LORD. Can there be greater encourage- 
ment? will not this threefold cord draw you ?— 
Should you ſay, © I cannot turn; I am tied and bound 
with the chain of my corruptions. O] that CHRIST” 
—Fear not: he will, he will. He that ſends his mi- 
initer to give you this exhortation ; he that ſends his 
SPIRIT to work this deſire in your foul ; he that ſpilt 
his blood to obtain all bleſſings for you; he will put 
forth his ſtrength, and furn you to himſelf, He 
ſtretched his beneficent hand, and ſaved Peter from 
ſinking in the tempeſtuous ſea. What he did for him 
is a pattern and a pledge of what he is ready to do 
for you. — Only continue to ſeek his face; let your 


heart talk of him; ſet his nnbounded goodneſs and 


almighty power before your eyes ; meditate on his in- 
finite propitiation and incomprehenſible merits; con- 
ſider his everlaſting righteouſneſs and never-cealing 
interceſſion ; look upon all theſe as your own. To 
look upon them as your own, you have a warrant, you 
have a command, — And if CHRIST has done ſo 

reat things for you, you may aſſuredly believe, that, 
in his due time, in his wiſe manner, he will bring you 
ſpiritual health and cure ; he will carry on what he has 


* If, xliv. 22. 


+ James i. 5. 
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begun, and enable you to grow in grace. He will 


comfort your hearts, and ſtabliſh you in every good 


work. 


Shall I proceed :I have already been copious, per- 
haps ſomewhat tedious. Yet you will bear with me 
on this diſtinguiſhed and ſolemn occaſion : yes, you 
will bear with me a little longer: for I am loath, very 
loath to diſiniſs you, without perſuading you. Per- 
fuading ! alas, I cannot, GOD, and none but GO D, 
can perſuade Japheth x. However, as an inſtrument in 
his all-powerful hand, let me addreſs you once again. 

obſerve ſeveral perſons here, on this day of hu- 
miliation, who very rarely attend the public worſhip. 
— Why, my friends, why do you wrong your own 
ſouls? why do you withdraw yourſelves from the 
preaching of the goſpel? Know ye not, that ZESU'S 
paſſeth by t, in the way of his ordinances ? Here you 
may, like Bartimeus of old, approach the Son of 
David ; here you may obtain faith and holineſs. Faith 
cometh by hearing, and holineſs by the word of 
GOD. And are not theſe bleſſings worth your at- 
tendance? can you live happily without them ?- can 
you die comfortably without them? or can you, 
without them, be prepared to meet your GOD, when 
he cometh to judge the world? — Why ſhould you 
forſake the aſſembling yourſelves together? Do you 
hear terrifying or diſtreſſing doctrines in this place! 
is not this the houſe of praiſe, as well as of prayer? 
does not the joyful ſound echo under theſe roofs? Is 
not CHRIST ſet forth crucified before your eyes? 
crucified for ſuch offenders as you! crucified that 
ſuch offenders as you may be pardoned, may be ac- 
cepted, may be glorified! And will you deſpiſe ſuch 
a divinely-compaſſionate SAVIOUR? will you re- 
fuſe ſuch aſtoniſhingly-rich mercies? O! that here- 


after you may be glad when they ſay unto you, Let us 


g9 into the courts of the LORD Is 


Should my wiſhes 2 * vain, I have at leaſt deli- 
vered my meſſage. It you perith through obſtinacy 
and unbelief, I am clear from your blood. I call hea- 
ven and carth to witneſs, you have been warned, you 
have been in/trudted, you have been exhorted. You 
cannot ſay, you perith for lack of knowledge ; for 
liſe and ſalvation have been ſet before you, have been 
brought to your very door, and you are importuned 
to lay hold of them. You will therefore be without 
excuſe, and have no cloke for your guilt. 

But why ſhould 1 leave you with ſuch melancholy 
apprchenſions? Let me hope better things of you: 
tet me hope that you will not diſregard theſe admoni- 


tions, however you may have diſregarded too many ex- 


hortations of this kind. This 1s a remarkable day : 
O! that it may be memorable on account of your 
turning to GOD. Let this be its diſtinction through 
all your future life; let this be its diſtinction through 
all the ages of eternity: that you may ſay, — when 
death ſummons you into the inviſible ſtate; when the 
trump of GOD calls you to the great tribunal ; 
when you mingle with ſaints and angels in the king- 
dom of heaven, —“ Blefled be GOD for that ſolemn 
% day, and its ſacred exerciſes! That was the day 
« of my better birth. Then I began to conſider ; 
« then 1 began to pray; then I began to ſee my un- 
& done condition, and my extreme need of a SAVI- 
« OUR: then too I ſaw FESUS, giving himſelf a 
« ſacrifice for my ſins, and redeeming me to GOD 
« with his blood.” —Happy ! thrice happy! inexpreſ- 
ſibly-happy day! if thus, if thus improved! 

You have, I preſume, abſtained from your uſual 
food, as you have been joining in confeſſion, ſuppli- 
cation, and prayer. This is well done: but this is 
only half ; rather it 18, by inhnite degrees, the ſmall- 
elt part of your duty. It 1s not ſaid, When the wicked 


man abſtaineth from his uſual food; but when he turn- 


Gen. ix. 27. + Matth. xx. 30. + Pſal. cxxii. 1. 


O F 


HDL N . 


eth from his wickedneſs, as the conſequence of lig 
lieving in CHRIST. It is not ſaid, When the wi 1 
ed man joins in public confeſſion to OD; but Ky : 
he doth that which is lawful and right, as a fruit of bo 
fellowſhip with CHRIST : Tarx he ſhall Pets, 
ſhall fave his ſoul—he ſhall fave his foul alive. © thay." 
from the king on the throne, to the labourer in 0 f 
barn; from the higheſt nobleman, to the Meanek 
tradeſman ; that all might now be inclined, now he 
enabled, to turn unto the SAVIOUR of the world. 
In him millions, unnumbered millions of wretched 
ſinners, have found recovery and liberty; eg, 
from the death, and /iberty from the bondage of 6 
And (bleſſed be his unbounded grace) yet there is rom. 
Then the national faſt would be a national bf 
Whereas, without this all-important turning to th. 
adorable SAVIOUR, what will the formalities of cu: 
devotion ſignify? They will be a mere lip. labour 4 
religious trifling : nay, they will be a folema mock«+ 
of the ALMIGHTY, and provoke his abbiotrenc; 
Does not J EH O V A H himfelf ſpeak to the fi, 
purpoſe? I it ſuch a faſt that I have choſen? à 1 
for a man to afflidt his ſoul? is it to boww down his 1 
as a bulruſh, and to fpread ſackcloth and aſhes unde, 
him * ? to diſcontinue your ordinary buſineſs, and re. 
frain from a meal's meat? to make a little doleful li. 
mentation, and put up a few petitions extorted by 
fear? Will you call this a faſt? ſaith the high and holy 
One, with an air of ſovereign contempt; this an a. 
ceptable day to the LORD? No verily: it is the moſt 
odious hypocriſy; like crying, Hail maſter, with the 
tongue, while treachery and enmity fill the heart: 
unleſ you turn to CHRIST, that you may be waſh. 
ed, that you may be juſtified, that you may be fanc- 
tified ; that, having remiſſion of ſins through his 
blood, and peace of conſcience through lis grace, 
you may feel the bands of wickedneſs looſed, and 
may become the willing ſervants of righteouſneſs. 
What is the grand {in of our nation? Ignorance and 
neglect of CARIST.— What is the cauſe of all our 
other ſins? Ignorance and neglect of CHRIST 
Why are the judgments of the ALMIGH TY hang- 
ing over our heads? For ignorance and neglect of 
CHRIST. Never, therefore, ſhall we anſwer the 
end of our ſacred aſſembly, nor the defign of G O D's 


alarming vilitations, till we begin to know CHRIST, 


Stn. In. 


to receive CHRIST, to make uſe of CHRIST by 


faith. When this is done, we may reaſonably hope, 
—that our prayers will go up with acceptance, and 
not return again, till a bleſſing be ſent ;—that, as in- 


dividuals, our light ſhall break forth like the morning, 
and our health hall ſpring forth ſpeedily ;—that, as a com- 
munity, the favour of G OD jhall go before us, and the 
glory of the LORD. ſball be our rereward +. 

Then may we look around on our moſt enraged 
enemies, and ſay with the pſalmiſt, Though an hoſt of 
men ſhould encamp againſt me, yet ſpall not my heart be 
afraid J. Then may we look backward to the late de- 
ſolating earthquake, and ſay with the believers of old, 
GOD is our refuge and ſtrength ; therefore will we nit 
fear, though the earth be removed, and though the moiun- 
tains be carried into the midſt of the ſea ||.—Then may 
we look forward to an incomparably more dreadful 
ſcene, even to the righteous JVD GE, and the great 
tribunal, and fay with the triumphant apoſtle, V's 
ſhall lay any thing to our charge? It is GOD that 
Juſtifieth ; whe ſhall condemn us? It is CHRIST that diedt» 

Let me entreat you therefore, brethren, for the ſake 
'of your own immortal ſouls, and for the welfare 
our endangered nation ; let me charge you, by all that 
is deſirable in time, and awful in eternity, not to neg. 
lect theſe counſels. Being ſo ſolemnly reproved, ! 
you harden your neck, your deſtruction cometh ſudde®- 


* IC. lin. g. 
+ If. lviii. 8. 


+ Pſal. xxvil. 3 
Pſal. xlvi. 1. 2. 
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t without remedy x. Having theſe warnings 
ern word, ys warnings from the divine 
if ye ſtill do wickedly ; it is not man, it 


ly, 
from 
providence, 


Prov. xxix. 1. 
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is not an angel, it is GOD HIMSELF who de- 


clares, Te ſhall be conſumed—even ye—your country 


and your king &. 


IM 1 Sam: xii; 25. 
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The Croſs of CHRIST the Chriſtian's Glory. 


Preached at the viſitation of the Rev. John Brown, D. D. Archdeacon of North- 
ampton, held at All Saints church in Northampton, on che ioth of May 1753. 


Gar. vi. 14. 


D forbid that I ſhould glor , ſave in the croſs 
60D Joe et el Os Fe 


HE croſs of CHRIST was the favourite 
topic of St Paul's contemplation :—the crols 
of CHRIST was the choſen ſubject of his 
ſermons, and the grand theme of his wri- 


eum | | 
ings.—At all times, and in every capacity, he pro- 


tin 
felted, he avowed, he gloried in the croſs of CHRIST. 
—Nay, what is very remarkable, he gloried in no- 
thing elſe ;—and, what is {till more obſervable, he ab- 
horred the thought of glorying in any thing elſe. He 
ſpeaks of ſuch a practice in the language of deteſtation 
and dread, accounting it a high degree both of folly 
and of wickedneſs: GOD forbid that I hould glory, 
ſave in the croſs of our LORD FESUS CHRIST. 
It may therefore be an employ worthy of our pre- 
ſent attention, to inquire into the nature, the reaſon- 
ableneſs, and the ꝛviſdom of this reſolution. All which, 
I hope, will appear, if we conſider, 


I. In what the apoſtle would not glory. 

II. In what he did glory. 

III. What reaſon be had to glory in the croſs of 
CHRIST. 


Theſe points being briefly diſpatched, I ſhall beg 
leave to add a word of application, ſuggeſted by the 
tenor of the diſcourſe, and adapted to the circum- 
ſtances of my ſeveral hearers. And may that adofable 


*# 7FESUS, who has exchanged his croſs for an hea- 


. | venly crown, accompany all with his divine bleſſing / 


Let us then inquire, 


J. In what the apoſtle did not glory.—Not in the 
greatneſs of his learning, as a ſcholar. He was brought 
up at the feet of Gamaliel ; educated by the moſt fa- 
mous tutor of the age. Nor was his genius, or his 
induſtry, inferior to the other advantages of his 
education. Yet all theſe advantages, with their cor- 
reſpondent acquiſitions, he accounted no better than 
pompous 1gnorance, or refined folly. 

Not in the Ariftneſs of his life, as a Jew.—In this 
reſpect he profited above his equals ; was taught ac- 
cording to the perſect manner of the law of the fathers * ; 


" 597 the flrifteſt ſed of their religion he lived a Phari- 


* r was zealous, exccedingly zealous, of the whole 
cremonmal law, and of all the traditional conſtitutions. 


hich accompliſhments muſt finiſh his character a- 


Ads xxü. 3, + Acs xxvi. '# 


of our LORD FESUS 


mong his countrymen ; muſt open his way to ſome of 
the firſt honours of the nation; and give him a name 
among thoſe worthies, who were reputed the excellent 
of the earth. But what others counted gain, this h# 
counted loſs for CHRIST. 

Not in the eminency of his gifts, nor in the extent 
of his v/efulneſs, as a Chriſtian miniſter.—He had been 
caught up into the third heaven ; had heard the words 
of G OD, and ſeen the viſion of the ALMIGHTY; 
had wrought all manner of wonders, and ſigns, and 
mighty deeds.— What was ſtill more valuable, he had 
planted churches, and converted ſouls. His labours 
were gone out into all lands, and his words into the 
ends of the earth.—Yet all theſe acquirements, before 
the infinite GO D, were defeftive ; all theſe perform. 
ances, in point of juſtification, were inſufficient. There: 
fore in none of theſe he gloried.— Which reminds me 
of the ſecond inquiry; 


IT. In what the apoſtle did glory.—He gloried in a 
croſs. Strange! What ſo ſcandalous as a croſs? On 
a croſs rebellious ſlaves were executed. The croſs 
was execrable among men, and accurſed even by GOD X. 
Yet the apoſtle glories in the croſs.—Crucitixion not 
being uſed among us, the expreſſion does not ſound 
ſo har/h, neither is the idea ſo horrid. But to the ear 
of a Galatian, it conveyed much the ſame meaning, 
as if the apoſtle had gloried in a halter, gloried in the 
gallows, gloried in a gibbet +. 

5 Stupid creature,” perhaps ſome may reply, © to 
«© undervalue the moſt ſubſtantial endowments, and 
ee glory in infamy itſelf !'—But ſtop a moment, and 


hear the apoſtle farther. He glories in the croſs of 


® Gal. iii. 13. | | 
+ Some perſons, I am informed, were diſguſted at theſe 
words, halter, gallous, gibbet, they are ſo horridly contemp- 
tible To whom I would reply, that the croſs, in point of ig- 
nominy and torment, included al! this and more. Unleſs the 
Engliſh reader forms to himſelf ſome ſuch image, he will never 
be able to apprehend the ſcandalous nature and ſhocking cir- | 
cumſtances of his divine Maſter's death. | 
The words, I muſt confeſs, were diverſified, and the ſenti- 
ment was reiterated, on purpoſe to affect the mind with this 
aſtonithing truth. Neither can I prevail upon myſelf to ex- 
punge the expreſſions ; unleſs I could ſubſtitute others of a 
more ignominious andexecrable import. Only I would þeg of 
the ſerious reader, to ſpend a moment in the following reflec- 
tion: —“ Is it ſo, that a polite and delicate ear can hardly endure 
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CHRIST ; that illuſtrious perſon, who was ant, 
to be the all- iuſtructing Prophet, the all-atoning Prieſt, 


and the all-conquering King of the church. -In the 


croſs of CHRIST FESUS; who, by the diſcharge 
of all thoſe important offices, ſhould /ave lis people 
from the dominion of fin, and from the damnation of 
hell. — In the crots of CHRIST FESUS our 
LORD; and not ours only, but LORD of all: 
who doth according to his will, in the army of heaven, 
and among the inhabitants of the earth *; who hath 
on his veſture, and on his thigh, a name written, KixG 
OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS f. 
And is it poſſible for any human heart to contem- 
late the croſs of ſo divine a being, and not to glory ? 
A it poſſible to ſay, Angels, he rules over you ; but he 
died, he died on a croſs for me; and not exult in ſuch 
tranſporting beneficence ?—This will be more evident, 
it we examine, 


IH. What reaſon the apoſtle had to glory in the croſs 
of CHRIST.—The croſs, though in itſelf an igno- 
minious tree; yet being the croſs of CHR IST, is in- 
finitely ennobled. It becomes the tee of /ife ; it bears 
the divineſt fruit; its cluſters are all fpiritual and 
heavenly bleflings. Two or three of thoſe cluſters you 
will permit me to ſelet; and may the G ON of all 
mercy make them better than a feaſt to every humble 
foul. . 

One bleſſing is the pardon of fin: the pardon of all 
ſin, ori inal and actual; fin that is remembered, and 
ſin that is forgotten; ſin, however circumitanced, or 
however aggravated. The pardon of all was purcha- 
ſed by the death of CHRIS T; - completely purcha- 
ſed: — ſo that, againſt the true belicver, ſin ſhall never 
riſe up in judgment; Shall not ſo much as be mentioned 
unto him f; {hall be done away, as though it had never 
been. For thus ſaith the ambaſſador of the Prince of 
peace, Be it known unto you, men and brethren, that 
through this man 1s preached ung? you the forgroeneſs 
of fins ; and by him all that believe are juſtified from 
all things . - Oh, my ſoul! my guilty ſoul: what 
are all the kingdoms of the world, and the glories of 
them, compared with this ineffable bleſſing ! Yet this 
is but one among a multitude. | 

Another benefit, accruing from the croſs of CHRIST, 
is reconciliation with GO D.—When we were enemies, 
ave were reconciled to GO by the death of his Son J. 
Not pardoned only, but accepted; from a ſtate of en- 
mity, reſtored to a ſtate of favour ; even that favour 
aohich is better than life +.—A privilege of ſuch ſuper- 
lative excellency, that it was celebrated in the hymns 
of angels. When the heavenly hoſt uttered a fong, 
this was the fubject of their harmonious joy; Glory 
he to GOD in the higheſt; and on earth peace, good-will 
towards men ++. © By the birth of this wonderful 
« child, and the death he ſhall ſuſtain, peace is made 
between heaven and earth : and not peace only, but 
2 divine friendſhip = commences. G OD regards 
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60 


„ ſo much as the ſeund of the words? How amazing then 
«« was the condeſcenſion ! how charming and adorable the good- 
« neſs of GOD's illuftricus Son, to bear all that is ſignified 
« by thele intolerably-vile terms | bear it willingly, bear it 
« chearfully, for us men, and our ſalvation !” 
* Dan. iv. 35. + Rev. xix. 16. 
+ Ezek. xvill. 22. || Acts xiii. 38. 39. 
+ Rom, v. 10. 4+ Pfal. xiii, 3. + Luke. 14. 
nere ſeems to be a beautiful gradation in this angelic 
hymn. Gosd-will is more expreſſive, and denotes a richer bleſ- 
fing, than peace, —The original Evo is a word of the moſt a- 
miable and noble meaning. It ſignifies a very high eſteem, and 
a very tender benevolence. By a word of the fame import, 
the almighty Father expreſſes his infinite ſatisfaction in the 
perſon and undertaking of his beloved Son, Matth. ili. 17. 
Would my reader have the livelieſt paraphraſe on this paſ- 
fage, or ſce the actings of this divine complacency deſcribed 
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« the poor ,apoſtate race of men, not only . 
„ indiguation, but with complacency wwe | bo 
lle rejoices over them, to do them good *.“ 
Another benefit is holineſs ; or, if you 
true, the Chriſtian moralty.—Let none think k 
hever in JES US diſparages true morality, Tr eee 
rality is the image of the bleſſed 60D; it ue mg, 
charmingly deiineated throughout the Whole we 
it is the beginning of heaven in the human fob . 
its proper origin is from the croſs of our divine . "Wa 
— For, through the merits of his death, fine pe 
made partakers of the Holy Spirit ; who writes 1 wn; 
their hearts, and makes legible in their conver "5 
what was anciently written upon the mitre of the hic 
prieit, IIoli NES To THE IL. ORD. — And oh! wh. 
motive is the croſs of CHRIST to the exerciſe 
every virtue! He died; my Lord, my JUDGE, m "oe 
died; to redeem me from all iniquity, and mole 6; re 
of $770 works, How powertully, far beyond 1 wa 
ted inſtructions, or ahſtract reaſonings, do ſuch conkide 
rations 3 n us +, to rl 
nounce all ungodlineſs, and adorn the goſpel of © 1 
our SAVIOUR! ä 
Another bleſſing is victory ver death. — Th | 
the fruit of that * deteſied, but now A y 
tree. For thus ut is written, That, throagh Pane 
might deſtroy him that had the power of death, thy 5 
the devil ; and deliver them who, through fear of 7 4 
were all their life-time ſubject to bondage I. The . 
vil is ſaid to have the power of death ; becauſe 15 
tempting too ſucceſsfully our ſirſt parents, he 5 f 
death into the world ; becauſe, by tempting their 88 
ſterĩty to ſin, and too often prevailing, he arrays 4 
in horror; he arms death with its ſting. But CHRIST 
by expiating our guilt, has diſarmed this laſt enemy: 
has taken away its ſting; and made it not loſs, but 
8 to die .— T he gay, and the healthy, know nov 
10w to form an cſtimate of this deliverance : nor can 
any words of mine deſcribe it with proper ener 
Go to dying beds; there you will learn its true wa 
Alk ſome agonizing friend; he, and he alone, can tel 
you, what a bleſling it is, to have the king of terror 
converted into a meſſenger of peace. | 
| One bleſſing more I would mention, and earneſtly 
wiſh it, in due time, to all my hearers ; an entrance in- 
to heaven. This too is the produce of our REDEEM. 
E R's croſs, —St John ſaw a bright aſlembly of happy 
beings, clothed with white robes, and palms in thei 
hands, rejoicing before the throne of G OD. Theſe 
{aid one of the venerable elders, are they who came out 
of great tribulation, and have waſhed their robes, and mad: 
them white in the blood of the LAMB. TarkErogt 
are they before the throne |.—They came ont of great tri 
bulation : they ſuffered, it is probable, in the ſervice 
of CHRIST : perhaps they laid down their lives for 
his ſake. But this was not their paſſport into the re- 
g10ns of N waſhed their robes in the blood «f 
the LAMB : they had applied to their own ſouls the 
merits and atonement of the crucified JESUS, By 
this means they were preſented without ſpot and 


Ollt 


elight. 
pleaſe, the 


with inimitable delicacy ; let him attend to the prophet Zepha- 
niah ; The LORD thy GOD, in the midſt of thee, is mighty, He 
will ſave ; he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will reft in li 
love be will joy over thee with ſinging, ch. iii. 17. 


* Deut, xxvili. 63. + 2 Cor. v. 14. 


Religion ! thou the ſoul of happineſs ; 

And, groaning Calvary, of thee | There ſhine 
The nobleſt truths ; there ſtrongeſt motives ſting! 
There ſacred violence aſſaults the ſoul ; 

There nothing but compulſion is forborn. 


Night-Thoughts, No IV. 


ft Heb, ii. 14. 1 5. 
+ Rev. vil. 9. 14. 15- 


| Philip. i. 21. 
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.- on this account they were admitted to 
ef King of heaven in his beauty “; and to be 
ever, ever with the L ORD. . 
giace then the croſs of CHRIST was demonſtrative 
of ſuch ſtupendous love ;, ſince it is productive of benefits 
innumerable, invaluable, and eternal; Was rn not 
a cauſe for the apoſtle to glory on this behalf! be. 
mitt not the very ſtones have cried out, to pa 1 
bim with inſenſibility and ingratitude, if _ had neglect- 
ed to glory in the croſs of CH RST? — And ſince 
this love was ſhewed, theſe benefits were procured, 
not for him only, but for ug, and for all generations; 
does not this afford me an opportunity of applying 
the doctrine to each particular hearecr ? 


\. Let me addreſs, or rather let me congratulate, 
my brethren in the miniſi y. Though you cannot con- 
trol the laws of nature; though you cannot fee into 
the ſecrets of futurity; you have the ſame cauſe of 
glorying with the very chiefeſt of the apoſtles; a 
cauſe of glorying, which that holy man oft GOD 
e(tcemed far above all ſuch miraculous abilities. You 


have the croſs of CHRIST, 


For your „ud, as men; 
For your hope, as Chriſtians 3 
For your preaching, as miniſters. 


For your /tudy, as men. Here the reaſoning facul- 
ties may exert themſelves with everlaſting umprove- 
ment, and everlaſting delight.—Here we contemplate 
the wonders, the unparallelled wonders of a GOD 
made man ; dying as a pattern of patience, as a mar- 
tyr for truth, as an all-perfect ſacrifice for ſin.— Here 
the LORD JEHOV AH hath fully granted, what 
his ſecvant Moſes + ſo earneſtly requeſted; he hath 
made all his glory to paſs before the aſtoniſhed eyes of 
angels and of men,—Here Juice has ſet her molt aw- 
ful terrors in array ; even while Goodneſs appears, with 
inexpreſſible lovelineſs, and the moſt attractive beauty. 
Here Truth, more unſhaken than a rock, takes her 
immoveable ſtand ; and Mercy, tenderer than the mo- 
ther's tear, vearns with bowels of everlaſting pity.— 
In a word, the croſs of CHRIST 1s a conſpicuous 
theatre, on which / the divine perfections unite, 
and harmonize, and ſhine forth with tranſcendent 
luſtre, 

As Chriſtians, we have, in the croſs of CHRIST, 
the richeſt previſien for our own ſpiritual wants. This 
15 a foundation of the ſublimeſt hope, and a fountain 
of the moſt exuberant ey: this affords matter for 
the deepeſt humility, and yields fuel for the moſt fla- 
ming eve. Faith in our crucified JESUS is an ever- 
active principle of the moſt chearful and exact obedi- 
ence ; is an ample and inexhauſtible magazine, from 
wich we may fetch arms to conquer, abſolutely con- 
quer the allurements of the world, the ſolicitations 
of the fleſh, and the temptations of the devil. By 
this a way is opened for us into the pa of holies : and 
what may we not venture to aſk, what may we not 
expect to receive, who have the blood of the everlaſt- 
ing covenant to plead, in all our approaches to the 
throne of grace '—Having therefore ſuch. an high 
prieſt; having in his croſs, unſearchable riches ; who 
ſhall make our glorying void ? what ſhall hinder us 
from rejoicing and ſaying? 4 Blefſed be G OD for 
„ tele opening beauties of ſpring ! bleſſed be G O D 
7 tor the expected fruits of autumn ! bleſſed be GOD 

for ten thouſand thouſand gifts of his indulgent 


8 providence! but above all, bleſſed be GOD for the 
croſs of CHRIST | : 
- As miniſters of the goſpel, we are not left to ſet be- 
oy our hearers a ſyſtem of refined Hentheniſin; or to 
utertain them with cold ſpiritleſs lectures of virtue. 
II. xxxiii. 17. 
XII. 


No X 


+ Exod. xxxiii, 18. 
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No; we have the 71fintely-tender love, the immenſely- 


free grace, of the bleeding, dying IMMANUEL, to 


diſplay—to improve—to enforce. And is there a topic 
in the whole compaſs of oratory, is there an argument 
amidſt all the ſtores of reaſon, ſo admirably calculated 
to touch the fine/t movements of the ſoul? to ſtrike all 
the inmoſt ſprings of action, with the moſt perſuaſive, 
the moſt commanding energy ?— Would we alarm the 


ſupine, or intimidate the preſumptuous * we may call 


them to behold G O D's own Son weltering in blood, 
G O D's own Son transfixed with the arrows of juſtice: 
we may bid them conſider, if judgment begins with 
the immaculate MEDIATOR, where ſhall the ir- 
reclaynable ſinner appear? how will he eſcape the 
ſtroke? how bear the weight of G O D's everlaſtin 
vengeance '!— Would we comfort the diſtreſſed? we 
may point them to an atonement, whoſe merits are 
inhnite, and able to ſave to the very uttermoſt * : we 
may lead them to a righteouſneſs, whoſe efficacy is un- 
bounded, and ſufficient to juſtify the ungodly. And 
what balm can be ſo ſovereign for a wounded conſci- 
ence ?- Are we to ſupport the weak, and animate the 
doubting ® here we may fſhew them promiſes, free pro- 
miles g, exceeding great and precious promiſes, ratifi- 
ed by the oath oft JEH OV AH, and ſealed by the 
blood of his Son. And what cordials can be ſo reſto- 
rative to the drooping Chriſtian ? | 

In ſhort, the doctrine of the croſs is ſuited to an— 
ſwer all the great ends of our miniſtry, and promote 
all the truly-va/uable intereſts of our people. By this 
the HOLYSPIRIT delights to work: and this, O 
Satan, ſhall be thy plague ; this, O ſin, hall be thy de- 
ſtruction . — However, therefore, the croſs might be 
to the Jcws a ſtumbling-block, and to the Greeks 
fooliſhneſs; G O D torbid that we ſhould glory in any 
thing cle !—Let this be the Ah and Omega, the be- 
ginning and ending ||, of all our public miniſtrations. 
Wet us leave a favour of this knowledge, which is 
far better than precious ointment, in every private 
company !—Let it appear, from all our converſation, 
that the affections of our heart, and the /abours of our 
life, are devoted, wholly devoted to our adored R E- 
DEEME R 's croſs.— Happy the people who are under 


the care of ſuch miniſters! and ed the miniſters who 
walk according to this rule! 


2. Let me exhort all true believers ; thoſe who are 
vile in their own eyes, and to whom CHRIST alone 
is precious. Remember, brethren, what is- written in 
the prophet : it is a deſcription of your ſtate; it is a 
direction for your conduct. In the LORD, the 
LORD JESUS CHRIST, Hall all the ſeed of 
ljrael be juſlified, and in him ſhall they glory 1. 

Let none ſay that religion is a gloomy or uncomfortahle 
ſtate ; I call upon you this day to reſcice +. Let none 
ſay that religion is a mean or deſpicable thing; I call 


* Heb. vii. 25. 
+ To man the bleeding croſs has promis'd all : 
The bleeding croſs has ſworn eternal grace : 
Who gave his life, what grace will he deny ? | 
Night-Thoughts, No IV. 
t Hof. xiii. 14. 
| The author who could write the ſpirited and weighty lines 
which follow, muſt doubtleſs have had this conviction deep on 
his heart, 
—— Thou, my all! 
My theme! my inſpiration ! and my crown! 
My ſtrength in age | my riſe in low eſtate ! 
- My ſoul's ambition, pleaſure, wealth !—-my world! 
My light in darkneſs ! and my life in death! 
My boaſt through time ! bliſs through eternity! 
My facrifice ! my G0 D /— What things are thele ! 
Night-Thoughts, No IV. 
| J If. xlv. 25. 
++ "Tis this makes Chriſlian triumph a command; 
"Tis this makes joy a duty to the wiſe. 
| Night- Thoughts, No IV. 
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upon you this day to glory; and have the divine au— 
thority for both #.—You will diſhonour the blefled 
JESU5, you will diſparage his ſurpaſſing exccllency, 
if you do not cnfide in him, and make your Hf of 
Im. CHRIST is King of heaven, CHRIST is 
zudge of the world, CHRIST 1s GOD over all. And 
of ſuch a SAVIOUR ſhall we not glory? Yes, venly ; 
and in all circumſtances, and on every occaſion. 

Amidſt your manifold infrmities, glory in CHRIST. 
For, though he was crucified in weaknels, he nach all 
power in heaven and earth. And it is written before 
him, it is one of his unmutable decrecs, fin hall not 
have dominion over you 4 —Anndit your various i- 
ings, glory in CHRIST. For his righteouſnetz co- 
vers all your imperfections, his righteouſneſs ſecures 
you from wrath and condemnation ; and, though de- 
licient in yourſelves, you are complete in him f. — Un- 
der the preſſure of tribulations, litt up your heads, and 
glory in the croſs; becauſe the Captain of your ſalvation 
was made perfect through ſufterings. If you ſuffer 
with him, you ſhall alſo reign with him. And the 
{uiferings of this preſent time are not worthy to be 
compared with the happineſs which CHR /S hath 
purchaſed with his agonies, and will quickly beltow 
on his people.— When death approaches, death that 
cuts off the ſpirit of princes, and is terrible among 
the kings of the earth; do you ſtill glory in the crols. 
Adhering to this banner, you may boldly and tri- 
umphantly ſay, O death, where is thy ſting? O grave, 
where 1s thy victory] When that great, Hemendotes 
day ſhall come, which puts an end to time and terre- 
{trial things; when that awful, that maze/tic voice is 
heard, which commands all the race of Adam to ap- 
pear at the bar; hen, my dear brethren in CHRIST, 
then alſo thall you glory in the croſs. When others, 
in an agony of terror, call upon rocks to fall on them, 
and mountains to overwhelm them ; %ig {hall be your 
ſcdate appeal; rather, th7s ſhall be your heroic chal- 
lege; Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of GOD's 
elect? It is GOD that juſtifieth; wwho 1s he that con- 
demneth? It is CHRIST that died J. Then ſhall you 
enter the harbour of eternal reſt; not like a ſhipwreck- 
ed mariner clcaving to ſome broken plank, and hard- 
ly eſcaping the raging waves; but like ſome ſtately 
veſſel, with all lier ſalls expanded, and riding before a 
proſperous gale +». | 

3. Let me caution the ſe/f-rightzous : thoſe who 
more frequently think of their own piety than of 
CHRIST”: obedience ; are more apt to cry out with 
the Phariſce, I am no extortioner, no adulterer ; than to 
confels with the publican, GOD be merciful to me a 
Inner. — What ſhall J ſay to theſe perſons? Let me 
not be thought cenſorious, when my only aim is to be 


* Rkaux,r'? the word in our text, denotes the act of rejci- 
cing, as well as of glorying. Thus it is tranſlated, Rom. v. 11. 
And indeed this it always implies.—Sce Pſal. v. 11. Pſal. cxlix. 
5, Sept. tranſl. 

+ Rom. vi. 14. + Col. ii. 10. 

| 1 Cor. xv. 55. This is evidently the language of a con- 
queror, addreſſed to ſome formidable, but vanquiſhed enemy.— 
We ſhall form no improper idea of this ſignificant and beauti- 
ful paſſage, if we picture to ourſelves the good apoſtle, in the 
attitude of thoſe Hebrew captains, who ſet their feet on the 
necks of the five Canaanitith kings, Joſh. x. 24. If we ſup- 
poſe him, in ſuch a poſture, to utter this animated exclamation, 
or rather this pious inſult, over the two grand, but proſtrate 
adverſarics of mankind; ©** death, where is now thy ſting, 
c fince CHRIST has expiated lin, by the ſacrifice of bim- 
« ſelf? G grave, where is now thy victory, ſince CHRIST 
« js both riſen himſelf, and has aſcertained to his people a joy- 
e ful reſurrection ?“ + Rom. viii. 33. 34. 

St Peter's expreſſion Emo c,,. ene opnyntrocrey ig perhaps 
too nervous, and too noble to admit of an adeguate tranſla- 
tion. The above compariſon 1s, I think, a very pertinent il- 
lu ſtration of the delicate ſentiment, and the delightful doctrine. 
A ſhip wafted into the port, under the full influence of wind 


and tide, ſeems to afford the fineſt repreſentation of a large. 


a rich, an abundant entrance; 2 Pet. i. 11. 
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faithful. Beware, I beſecch you, beware, left you hy; 

for eternity, not on a rot, but on the ſand. Dae 
you may appear in our own ficht, before the agg” 
majeſty of the everlaſting GO, before the ety: d 
mate perfection of his holy law, you are leſs 3 
thing, you are worſe than nothing: you are was 
you are, deficiency and fin. Renounce, ee 
renounce all dependence on ſelf. Truſt no 3 
a refuge of lies; leſt all your admired attainment; 
at the day of final retribution, be like trat and 
hay, and /{ibble, in Nebuchadnezzar's burning ber 


furnace. Imitate the bleſſed penman of my text As 


you blamele's in your external carriage? ſo was he 
1 e you. ecmpiary in many points? ſo was he 
Yet all this righteouſneſs he orronnted but dung 77 * 
exreNency of the knowledge of CHRIST FE 8 7 8 = 
LORD X.— Be this your pattern. Write emptineſ 
upon your own duties, emprine/s upon your own works; 
and you ſhall be filled with all the fulreſs of GOH 
your SAVIOUR. Every other cauſe of glorying 
will be like the morning cloud, or the early dens 
which paſſeth away +: but this cauſe of glory ins wil 


#lsnd faſt for. evermore as the moen, and as the faithful 


wilnc/s in Heaven 7, 


Can I conclude, without adding a word of adio. 
nition to the coicked? thoſe, I mean, who arc cne. 
mies to the croſs of CHRIST; who mind earthly 
things, but neither hunger nor thirſt after righteoul. 
neſs.— My foul remembers the wormwood and the 
gall of ſuch a fate, and cannot but tenderly pity 
theſe unhappy people.— Alas! my friends, what have 
zm to glory in? The devil and his angels expect cre 
long to glory in your deſtruction. Thoſe malignant 
tends are eying you as their prey, and are impaticnt 
to begin your torment. Great, inexpreſſibly great is 


your danger: the LORD almighty open your eyes 


to diſcern it. Nevertheleſs, your caſe is not deſperate. 
You may yet be delivered, “ as a bird out of the ſave 
& of the towler.” Look unto the crucified JESUS. 
Why does he hang on that bloody tree? why are his 
hands pierced with iron? why is his body racked with 
pain? why his heart torn with anguiſh ? It is for 
you, ſinners, for you. I hat blood is poured out, to 
cleanſe you from guilt ; thoſe wounds are ſuſtained, to 
heal your conſciences; that anguiſh is endurcd, to ob- 
tain reit for your fouls. —In that mangled body de 
all the fulneſs of the Godhead ſ. Great, beyond imas 
gination great, is the merit ot thoſe ſufferings. Why 
then, O! why will you die? why will you periſh for 
ever, who have an a!/-/uf7crent propitiation in the croſs 
of CHRIST? Fly to this ſanctuary : fly before it 
be too late: fly, without a moment's delay. *Tis an 
inviolable ſanctuary. None ever periſhed that fied by 
faith to the compaſſionate, the drvinely-compaſſicrat: 
REDEEMER.— His death ſhall be a full ſatisfac- 
tion for your iniquities. A ſenſe of his immentely-rich 
goodneſs ſhall ⁊chn your affections; ſhall incline (what 
all the threatenings of damnation could never effect), 
{ſhall incline you to loath your ſins, and to love his fer- 
vice; thall ſmooth your path, and expedite your pro- 
greſs, to the regions of immortal honour and joy. 


Having now, with great plainneſs of ſpeech, ad. 
dreſſed my brethren in the miniſtry ; having exhorted 
believers, cautioned the ſeif-righteous, and warned the 
wicked ; let me commend the whole to your ſerious te. 
cellefron, and to G O D's gracious benedidion.—/\nd, 
« () LORD moſt holy! O GOD moſt mighty! 
+ O holy and merciful SAVIOUR! by thine agony 
« and bloody ſweat—by thy creſ and paſſion” — let 19% 
the word now ſpoken be in vain in the LORD: 
Amen, and amen. | 


* Phil, ili. 8. 


+ Hoſ. vi. 4. t Pſ.l. Icxxix. 37s 
i Col. ii. 9. | 
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G9 V. 


Miniſtry of Reconciliation : repreſenting the benign tendency of the goſpel; and that it is the friend- 
77 : rin) 75 inifters, as the bs adhs of Chriſt, to preſs men, with all imaginable tenderneſs, humility, 
77 earneſineſs, to accept the treaty of reconciliation, as eſtabliſhed in him, and urged by him, <hile 


on earth. 


We are ambaſſadors- for Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you by us: Me pray you, in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye re- 


conciled unto God. 


2 Cor. v. 20. 
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8 this is a poſthumous piece, it may be neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve, for the ſatisfaction of the public, that Mr Her- 

vey was, many years ago, ſolicited to print this ſermon, by fe- 
veral who heard it; but as he was a man of great moccſty, 
ard had not then appeared as an author, he could not at that 
ume be prevailed on, by any ſolicitations, to comply with their 
equeſt. However, at a particular friend's defire, he tran- 
{cried it from his ſhort-hand copy, and gave it to him.— 
Some years afterwards, this friend deſired Mr Hervey to reviſe 
it, with a view of its being publiſhed ; which (in conjunction 
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with a very eminent divine) he accordingly did; and then re- 
turned the copy to his friend; telling bim, that as the Me- 
ditat ions on the tombs, &c. had been ſo well received, he had 
nc no objection againſt publiſhing it, with ſome other ſer- 
mons; and that he might one day or another require it of 
him again ſor that purpoſe, —'This ſermon is printed from that 
very copy ; and Mr Hervey himſelf would probably have added 
it to the volume which contains his four ſermons, had he hap- 
penet to recollect that it was in the poſſeſſion of a friend, who 
would willingly have relinquiſhed it to its author for publication, 


e e KN EE NE KN eK IT RAID 


Den. v. 


All things are of GO D, who hath reconciled us to himſelf by FESUS CHRIST, 


and hath given fo us the 


PHE love of God, that ſupremely-glorious, 
Et on” * . . 
and ſupremely-gracious Being, is, of all 


„e other tempers, the moſt delightful and di- 
vine; a ſacred flower, which in its carly 


bud is happineſs, and in its full bloom is keaven.— 


Jo plant this noble principle in the breait, to cultivate 


its growth, and bring it to maturity, is the grand 
end of all religion, and the genuine fruit of faith un- 
feigned.— Angels are happy, becauſe the love of GOD 
triumpnus eternally, and without a rival in their exalt- 
ed aflections x. True believers are happy, becauſe 
the jove of G OD, in a prevailing degree, is {hed a- 
broad in their hearts. The goſpel is a diſpenſation of 
tappmcts, becauſe it diſcovers the ſuperabundant lo- 
ving-kindneſs of GOD to man, and urges the moſt 
engagging motives for our ardent love to his almighty 
Majeity. 

The goſpel repreſents the great GOD, not only as 


beſtowing upon his creatures all the good they enjoy, 


but as cfiecting their reconciliation to his own adorable 
ſelf; eflecting this molt defirable of all bleſiings, not 
barely by vouchſafing a pardon, but a pardon procu- 
red by the death of his Son; and, by this enriching 
circutaſtance, infinitely enhanced; arrayed in all the 
charms that heaven itſelf could give.—To render the 
purpoſes of his love more effectual and extenſive, he 
has inſlituted an order of men to publith theſe glad 
ticings; and to invite, yea to beſeech the world, to 
partake the”exceeding riches of his grace.—All which 
the apoſtle has expreſſed in my text, with his uſual 
chergy and conciſeneſs; All things are of GOD, who 
bath reconciled us to himſelf by FESUS CHRIST, 
and hath given to us the mimſiry of reconciliation. 

From which words, permit me, with all that ſim- 

« 8 
8 1 2 0 20 e Angels are happier than men, 
Guilt is the ſonree of ſorrow ; *tis the fiend, 
Th' avenging fiend, who follows us behind 


With whips and ſtings ; the bleu know none of 71s, 
But reſt in everlaſting peace of mind. Rowr. 


miniſtry of reconciliation. 


plicity which becomes a miniſter of the humble ] E. 
SUS, | | 

I. To enlarge a little upon that glorious and amia- 
ble repreſentation of the bleſſed GO D, diſcoverable 
even by the light of nature, A/ things are of him. 

II. To remind you, how much more illuſtriouſly 
the delighttul attributes of the DEITY are diſplayed 
in the accompliſhment of our redemption ; in that he 
hath reconciled us to himſelf by FESUS CHRIST. 

III. To obſerve the benign import and beneficial 
tendency of the goſpel-miniſtry, expreſſed in that re- 
markable clauſe, He hath given to us the miniſtry of re- 
conciliation. 

Fir/?, Then let me enlarge a little upon that glori- 
ous and amiable repreſentation of the bleſſed G OD, 
dilcoverable even by the light of nature, A/ things 
are of Him. Heaven, and the heaven of heavens are 
his, with all their hoſts. Thrones and dominions, 
principalities and powers, all the happy beings, that 
lit at the fountain-head of felicity, were produced by 
his power, and are ſupplicd with bleſſings from his 
hand, are filled with joy from his countenance.—If 
we trace the various ctnanations of comfort and ad- 
vantage that refreſh our lower world, we ſhall ſind 
reaſon to acknowledge with the pfalmiſt, „ All our 
«* freſa ſprings are in GOD.” The day is thine, fays 
the ſame ſacred writer, and the night is thine ; thou 
haſt prepared the light and the ſun. The magnificent 
luminaries in the ſky, are lamps of the LORD ; hung 
up on high, to diſpenſe the chearing gift of light a- 
midſt all the families of nature. The interchanges of 
night and day, with the viciſſitudes of revolving ſea- 
ſons, are his miniſters; all ſent on errands of Rind- 
nets, and bringing the molt valuable preſents in their 
hands. The mnumerable variety of living creatures, 
and of nutrimental vegetables, are the portion, not 
which our own induſtry has procured, but which our 
heavenly Father's bounty has ſettled upon us. 2 
_ Every great endowment, beſtowed on the children 
ot men; every noble achievement, accompliſhed by 
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renowned perſonages; theſe derive their original from 
the uncreated Fountain of perfection and of power. — 
If Solomon is poſlelled of enlarged wiſdom, and kingly 
qualities; he expreſsly acknowledges, it is from the 
LORD, ſuperintending human affairs, that ſuch 
kings are advanced to reign ; and by the LORD en- 
lightening their minds, that ſuch princes decree ju— 
ſtice. If, at one period, Nebuchadnezzar purſues his 
conqueſts with irreliſtble impetuolity, it is to ſcourge 
the offending people of the LORD; and banilh ido- 
latry from their worſhip, as the driving wind ſwept 
the chaff from their floors. If, at another juncture, 
Cyrus is equally victorious, and © comes upon prin- 
„ ces as upon mortar, and as the potter treadeth 
« clay;” it was the LORD of hoſts that raiſed up 
this accompliſhed commander from the Eaſt, and bid 
him execute his deſigns of reſtoring love to his retorm- 
ed nation.—All thote arts which meliorate, and ſcien— 
ces which embelliſh life, even theſe are from the 
LORD, * who is wonderful in counſel, and excel- 
« lent in working.“ 

The time would fail me to enumerate particulars. 
Whatever is beneficial to communities, or comtort- 
able to individuals ; whatever ſprings from the rain 
of heaven, or is produced by fruitful ſeaſons ; what- 
ever adminiſters to the improvement, or chears the 
heart of man ; all, all acknowledge G O D for their 
Author. He is the Giver of every good and perfect 
gift, The whole earth is filled with the profuſion of 
his beneficence. And where, where 1s the creature, 
that has not taſted, that does not ſubſliſt on, the in- 
exhauſtible ſtores of his bounty ?!—And though aftlic- 
tion alſo comes from the Father of our ſpirits, yet this 
is no derogation from his tender mercies: ſince he 
chaſtens, not with an arbitrary ſeverity, but with a 
3 pity; he chaſtens, only to amend; and theſe 
ight, theſe tranſient tribulations, are preparatives for 
an exceeding great and eternal weight of glory. 

And is not ſuch a being worthy of our higheſt ad- 
miration, and our devouteſt love? Has he not, by 
ſuch ineffable excellencies, ſuch unmeaſurable benig- 
nity,—has he not an undoubted claim to the affec- 
tions of our hearts, the praiſes of our tongues, and the 
unintermitted ſervices of our lives? He is the ſource of 
all our good; ſhould he not alſo be the centre of all our 
gratitude, and of our whole obedience? — But our 
obligations will riſe immenſely higher, if we conſider, 

Secondly, How much more illuſtriouſly the delight- 
ful attributes of the DELTY are diſplayed in the ac- 
compliſhment of our redemption ; in that /e hath re- 
conciled us to himſelf by FESUS CHRIST.—Man 
was created upright, immaculate, and in the image of 
GOD. Heavenly wiſdom ſhone bright in his under- 
ſtanding, and true holineſs ſat enthroned in his heart. 
— But how ſoon, how fatally, did he fall! from what 
height of perfection, to what depth of degeneracy ! 
Since that deſtructive tranſgreſſion, all fleſh has cor- 
rupted his way ; every man 1s become brutiſh in his 
knowledge; and the imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart is only evil continually. . “ Our iniquities 
e ſeparated between us and our G OD, and our {ins 
« hid his face from us,” as from an abominable ob- 
ject. Nay, our fins accuſed us at his righteous tribu- 
nal, and, like the blood of Abel, cried to heaven for 
vengeance. Vengeance and fiery indignation was our 
expected doom, and eternal death the wages due to 
our offences.—What rendered the mi mankind 
ſtill more exceſſively deplorable, and only not deſpe- 
rate, was, that they were without ſtrength ; without 
any power to make ſatisfaction for their provocations, 
or extricate themſelves from this abyſs of wo.—O 
wretched, wretched man, if left in this ſtate of guilt 
and ruin! If abandoned by the G OD, from whom 
thou haſt ungratefully revolted, better had it been for 
thee never to have exiſted. 


But behold the kindneſs and love of G O D our Sa- 
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in the caſe of enilaved Ifracl), „] have ſeen 


SR. V. 
viour | Hearken to the ſounding of hi 
his mercies towards us! * I have hen,” we Ty 4 
5 (a8 
„ tion of my fallen creatures. They 9 = 
„ themſelves, but in me * is their recovery ee 
has deccived, and deceiving has deſlroyed w 
„ but I, even Iwill deliver them.” —Wherewithal u 
the LORD accomplith this deſign ? By his free 22 
rited goodneſs. By the blood of bulls, or of K 
or of all the cattle upon a thouſand hills ? 8 
tivle to the laſt degree are ſuch beggarly oblation a 
only ſo tar as they typify the all- glorious ſacrifice... 
Was an angel charged with this important huſineſz d. 
the higheſt ſeraph bidden to interpoſe as the rep; E 
of our breach? The angels were abſolutely Sage. wh 
of executing io great a work. It required a far Aller 
agent, to negouate our reconciliation. It muſt cott 
incomparably more to redeem guilty ſouls. Therefore 
the GOD of our ſalvation * laid the help upon Re 
+ that is mighty.” He appointed, to the moſt iy 
mentous ot all oflices, the moſt illuſtrious of all being: 
He appo.nted his own Son, the brightneſs of his 4 
ry, and the expreſs image of his perſon, . 

Behold then the Son of G OD, taking our nature 
that he may act as our Mediator. Admirable confti. 
tution! full of wonder, and full of grace !—How Joy- 
ful to the ſinner! The work muſt infallibly proſper in 
ſuch hands. Such a Surety cannot fail of ſacceedino 
in all he undertakes.—iiow gracious in the Father 
Could there be a itronger aſſurance, or a more empha- 
tical demon'tration of his boundleſs beneſicence, than 
to ſend the Son of his boſom; the Son of his eternal 
delight; the Son dearer to him than all worlds !— 
How condeſcending in the Saviour! Would Ahaſue- 
rus abdicate his imperial diadem, or the great ruler of 
Babylon forego the honours of his enlarged domi- 
nions, to attend on the welfare of ſome ignoble cap- 
tive that giinds at a mill, or of ſome infamous male. 
factor that is chained in a dungeon? Yet the everlaſting 
Potentate of heaven and univerſal nature, undertakes 
a more humbling othce of friendſhip, for a race of 
abject creatures, that d well in duſt, and were doomed 
to hell.—Let every child of Adam look unto CHRIST 
by faith, as all the people of Iſrael looked unto Moſes, 
when he went into the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion to intercede before the LORD. (See Exodus 
XXXili. 8.) 

We have ſeen the perſon reconciling, let us next 
contemplate the manner of reconciling. A ſubject e- 
qually aſtoniſhing and delightful! The Father recon- 
ciled us to himſelf, by laying upon his Son the 1niqui- 
ties of us all; by admitting him to ſtand in our itead, 
and by exacting from him, the puniſhment which we 
had incurred. —G OD reconciled us to himſelf, not 
only by the humiliation, but by the ſuffering of this 
Prince of heaven; and not by ſome lighter ſuffering, 
but by his ſuffering unto death; and not by his un- 
dergoing a common death, but the moſt ignomimous 
and tormenting of all deaths, the death of the crols. 
lt pleaſed the Father,” ſays the apoſtle, “ to recon- 
« cile all things to himſelf; making peace by the blood 
of the croſs.” — Becauſe we deſerved ſhame, the 
LORD of glory was numbered with malefactors, and 
loaded with infamy. Becauſe we deſerved the bittet. 
neſs of death, the LORD of life endured the pangs 0! 
diſſolution, in their unabated and moſt racking extre- 
mities. Becauſe we were obnoxious to the curſe 0 
the law, therefore the ever-bleſſed “JESUS deliver: 
< ed us from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe 
et for us.” 

Glorious propitiation | and altogether as complete 
as glorious ! What now ſhall terrify the true believe 
What ſhall Rand between him, and his eternal hopes 
—Shall Satan muſter up his accuſations, and ſet them 
in frightful array ? Yet, though there inay be much 

* Scc Ho. xiii. 9. 
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nilt, there is no condemnation to them that are in 
7 * SUS CHRIST.—Does the law take the guilty 
mortal by the throat, and, with — rigorous ſeverity, 
ay, © Pay me that thou oweſt *”” It is paid, fully 
paid by the intervention and ſuretiſhip, not of a mean 
man, but of the mighty GOD made fleſh.— Does di- 
vine Juſtice demand latisfaction, for the wrongs re- 
ccived from finners ? It is not only ſatisſied, but molt 
avw{ully glorified, by this wonderful oblation. — In 
Mort, this is a full, perfect, and ſufficient ſacriſice for 
the fins of the whole world. It vindicates the honour 
of G O D's holineſs ; it diſplays his unſearchable wiſ⸗ 
dom ; it manifeſts his unutterable goodneſs ; it gives 
the moſt magnificent and lovely luſtre to all the di- 
vine perſections.— May we not then, looking unto 
dur bleeding Saviour, and pleading his ineſtimable pro. 
tation, venture to adopt the apoſtle's challenge? 
„ Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of G O D's 
« dlect? it is G OD that juſtiſieth;“ not imputing 
our treſpaſſes unto us, but transferring them to his 
dear Son. + Who is he that condemneth ! it is 
« CHRIST that died,” and by his precious death 
hath made reconciliation ſor iniquity, and brought 1n 
everlaſting rightcouſnels. ; 

| have been the more copious upon this ſubject, be- 
cauſe it is not only the grand point in my text, but 
is the very heart of the goſpel ; the fountain of all our 
comforts, and the foundation of all our hopes. — But 
proceed, and with greater brevity, 

Thirdly, To obſerve the benign import and bene- 
ſicial tendency of the goſpel-miniſtry, expreſſed in 
that remarkable clauſe, He hath given to us the miniſtry 
of reconciliation. Here J am not attempting to mag- 
nify my office, or to aggrandize the miniſterial cha- 
rafter ; but only to render our ſervices acceptable to 
our brethren.—Some perſons, whether through preju- 
dice or miſtake, are apprehenſive of being terriiied by 
our meſſage, or © tormented before the time“ by 
our doctrine. But can the news of reconciliation to 
the LORD GOD of hoſts terrify, or the offer of 
remiſſion of ſins torment? How welcome ſhould be 
the approach, or to ſpeak in the elegant language of 
2 prophet, + how beautiful the feet of him that bring- 
eth good tidings!” And can there be better tidings, 
more reviving, or more tranſporting, than thoſe of 
the everlaſting goſpel ? which ſaith unto Zien, . Thy 
** iniquity is taken away, and thy ſin purged :” thy 
60D is reconciled, and inſtead of abhorring thee as 
a rebel, is willing to embrace thee as a child. When 
our armies have been in the field, and ſome very im- 
portant, ſome deciſive engagement drawing near 
with what eagerneſs have you expected, and with 
what delight have you received, the account of com- 
plete victory gained? And is not our report equally 
worthy of all acceptation, which declarcs Satan van- 


quiſhed, and fin deftroyed ; declares death aboliſhed, 


hell deprived of its prey, and all the rich advantages 
of peace with heaven reſtored ? — When Peter lay 
bound in priſon, was the angel an unwelcome mini— 
iter, who ſtruck away his fetters, opencd the gates of 
won, and tranſmitted him, free and unmoleſted, to 
the cordial ſalutations of his friends? As you are all, 
by nature, in bondage to fin, our buſineſs is, to take 
you by the hand, and lead you out of this ignomi— 
nous flavery, into the glorious liberty of the tons of 
GOD; while the Spirit of the Moſt High breaks off 
Your thackles, and makes you free indecd.-—What 
manna can be more refreſhing than ſuch a meſlage ? 
what balm more healing than ſuch a ſervice ?—lf, at 
any time, we arm our words with terror, and de- 
rounce the vengeance of GON on every ſoul of man 
that doth evil this is only to awaken you from that 
e which would lull you into irretric- 
pow e min. It is like the gathering clouds, and the 

ant burſts of thunder, which might warn Noah to 


my — the ark, before that infinitely more tre- 


wen, V. THE MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION. 


Truſt therefore in your reconciling Saviour. 


words, in the copy which he tranſcribed, and from which 
this is printed, “ When J preached this ſermon, I recapitu- 
„ lated, in this place, (as you, or any reader may do if he 
** pleaſes), the preceding heads; but I thought it unneceſſary to 
© tranl{cribe fuch a recapitulation.” 
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mendous deluge came, which was to ſweep the care- 
leſs world away.— Whether therefore we diſplay the 
allurements of divine love, it is for your delight; or 
whether we bend the bow of divine indignation, it is 
for your benefit; to win you to happineſs, or drive 
you from miſery. So that in every reſpect, and by 
all our miniſtrations, we are to be “ helpers of your 
46 faith, and furtherers of your joy.” 

And let not any one ſuſpect, that a meſſage of ſuch 
free and rich grace has a tendency to ſooth men into 
ſupineneſs, or ſerve the cauſe of licentiouſneſs. It is, 
of all other cxpedients, molt eſſectually calculated to 
reconcile us to G O D, in another ſenſe of the word ; 
to ſubdue our enmity, and captivate our perverſe af- 


fections; to impreſs our alienated hearts with adoring 


ratitude, and engage our refractory wills to dutitul 
obedience. For can we be cold and indiflerent to ſuch 
immenſe benignity ? can we affront and grieve ſuch 
unſpeal-.bly-tender kindneſs? What effect had David's 
clemency in ſparing SauPs life, when it was in the 


power of his hand to have diſpatched that implacabie 


enemy ? It overcame, for a while, even malice itſelf ; 
it fetched tears of ſorrow from the perſecutor's eyes, 
and expreſſions of the moſt endeared affections from 
his lips K. And when GOD, the GOD to whom 
vengeance belongeth, not only ſpares us guilty wretch- 
es, but puniſhes his immaculate Son in our ſtead ; 
when he bids the {word of Juſtice paſs by our devoted 
heads, and ſheath iticlf in the heart of hi, beloved 
Son; can we reliſt ſuch heavenly goodneſs? can we 
ſpurn ſuch bowels of mercy ? Muit not love, ſo di- 
vine and infinite, melt even the moſt obdurate heart; 
make us fling doven, with abhorrence, the weaxpons of 
rebellion, and conſtrain us, ſweetly conſtrain us to 
obedience þ | 

Let me now, conformably to my ſacred commiſ- 
ſion, beſeech you all to be reconciled. Eſpecially let 
me beſeech the humble penitent, and the haughty ſelf- 
rightcous moraliſt.— Ve humble penitents, that are 
convinced of fin, and mourn for fin, be of good com- 
fort. GOD has abounded in the riches of his grace 
towards you, and has given you a ranſom to rely on, 
of higher dignity than all licavens, of more value than 
all worlds. The men of Tyre made Blaſtus the king's 
chamberlain their friend f; the GOD of glory has 


conſtituted his dear Son, your atoning ſacrifice, your 


prevailing advocate. The men of Tyre deſired con- 
ditions of peace; the LORD JESUS hath both 


obtained and fullilled the conditions of your peace. 


Could there be a more glorious perſon choſe to act as 


your reconciler, than the Prince of heaven, and Heir 


of all things? could there be a more effectual method 
of reconcilation, than his obedicnce unto death, even 
the death of the croſs ?—Fly then to this all- ſufficient 
Redeemer. Rely on his moit meritorious and ſatisfac- 
tory ſufferings. Be your ſins ever ſo numerous, ever 


ſo enormous, theſe need be no bar to your acceptance. 


For GOD has received an atonement; an infinite 
atonement GOD has received. So that he can admit 
you to his favour, unworthy as you are, without the 
leaſt blemiſh to his avenging juſtice. He can, he will 
admit you, as freely, as if you had never done amis. 
Place a 
chearful confidence in his propitiating merits. Onl 

let the grace of G O D, which has appeared with ſuch 
tranſcendent lovelineſs in the bleeding FESUS, let 
this grace teach you, with a prevailing efficacy, © to 


« deny all ungodlineſs and wordly luſts, and to live 
6 Wes nghteouſly, and godlily in this preſent 
«© world.” 


| * 1 Sam. xxiv. 16. | 
+ Mr Hervey had added, by way of a note, the following 


1 Acts xii. 20. 


. 
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As to thoſe of a contrary character, who are righ- 
teons in their own eyes, what ſhall I ay? Shall I de- 
cry the exerciſe of morality, or diſparage the duties 
of holineſs? GOD forbid. The roſe is a doctrine 
according to godlineſs, and true holineſs is the health, 
is the happineſs of the ſoul. Theſe duties, iſſuing 
from faith, and recommended by the interceſſion of 
CHRIST, are acceptable to the divine Majelty. 
But theſe are nt your SAVIOUR. GOD has 
not reconciled the world to himſelf by their ot: 
pious practices, but by his Son FESUS CHRIST. 
— Can your charitable deeds expiate your innumerable 
offences? As ſoon may a lingle drop of pure water 
correct and ſweeten the unfathomable brine of the 
ocean. Can your defective performances ſatisfy the 
demands, of a perfect law, or your wandering devo- 
tions ſcreen you from the diſpleaſure of an injured 


THE MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION. 
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GOD? As well may your uplifted hand ec; 

ſun, or intercept the fiktoing when it 15 ? * 
the burſting cloud. — There is no other name 110 
under heaven, whereby you may be reconcil " 
GOD, and ſaved from wrath, but only the na 1 
only the name, remember, of FE SUS CHR 787 


Here fix your hopes, and you ſhall never be diſap- 


pointed. Fix them on any other object, and everlaſt. 


ing confuſion will enſue. We beſeech you theret 
in GOD's ſtead, we beſeech you for b. way 


ſake, reject not this abundant mercy, neglect a 
GREAT SALVATION, he oo 


Now, unto him who has reconciled us to 
and waſhed us from our ſins in his 
glory and thankſgiving, 
forth and for ever. 


himſelf, 
Son's blood, he 
love and obedience; hence. 
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A DEFENCE, by R. Y. of the foregoing ſermon, from 


it by ſome inconfſiderate readers. 


I is ſcarcely credible, that any one ſhould aſſert, 
that Mr Hervey's poſthumous ſermon on the MI: 
722 of reconciliation, is contradictory to the dialogues in 
heron and Aſpaſio, and affirm that it has done injury to 
the work.—But ſuch an aſſertion is eaſily retuted.— 
This complaint is either lodged by the friends or foes 
of the dereaſed: If by his friends, then I ſuppoſe it 
is becauſe the doctrine of imputed righteouſneſs, which 
makes ſo great a figure in thoſe dialogues, is not men- 
tioned in the ſermon. —Theſe people would do well 
to conſider, that if it is not mentioned, it is ſtrongly 
implied; and what is ſtrongly implied in this place, 
cannot be contradictory to what is expreſſed in others. 
In that ſermon, do we not read in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
That our iniquities are imputed to CnrisT, by the 
« FATHER'S admitting him to ſtand in our ſtead, and 
« exacting from him the puniſhment which we had 
« incurred?“ Do we not here find, “ Gop reconci- 
ling us to himſelf, not only by the humiliation, but 
« by the ſufferings of the Prince of heaven ? and not 
« by ſome ſlighter ſufferings, but by his ſufferings unto 
« death; and not by his undergoing a common death, 
« but the moſt ignomintous and tormenting of all 
« deaths, the death upon the croſs.” 

And as we find the imputation of our ſins ſo plain- 
ly aſſerted here, ſo we find in the Dialogues, that 
this part of our Lo xp's meritorious humiliation is, 
« by a very uſual figure, put for the whole. The 
« death of CHRIST includes, not only his ſufferings, 
« hut his obedience. The ſhedding of his precious 
e blood, was at once the grand inſtance of his ſuffer- 
„ ings, and the finiſhing act of his obedience. In 
« this view it is conſidered, and thus it is interpreted 
& by his own ambaſſador, who, ſpeaking of his di- 
« Fine Mas T E R, ſays, —He was obedient unto death, 
«© pen the death of the croſs, —When the ſcripture a- 
« ſcribes our juſtification to the death of CHRIS＋, 
« we are not to think that it would ſet aſide, but im- 
« ply his obedience.” (Theron and Aſpaſio, above, 
p. 200.) Now, if we are not to think this of the 
{cripture, in Mr Hervey's opinion, how then can we 
think it of him? And, without thinking it, where 
lies the inconſiſtence between the ſerinon and the 

jalogues? 7 
* I rather imagine, that the charge is brought 
by Mr Hervey's enemies. Some of theſe people, to 
avoid being thought Socinians, ſeem willing to al- 
low the ſatisfaction of CHRIST, While they declare 
againſt the doctrine of juſtification by the imputation 

his righteouſneſs ; and ſuch are extremely willing 
to interpret Mr Hervey's ſilence into a conſent to their 
own pernicious ſentiments: Theron and Aſpaſio is a 
dead weight upon them; they have not, nor can 


they anſwer it ; willingly, theretore, would they come 


the groundl:ſs objeftions raiſed againſt 


off, by ſaying the author had contradicted himſelf 
But falſe is their pretence, and as falſe is their profeſ. 
ſion. That they allow the ſatisfadtion of Cu RIS for 
imputation, is as reaſonable, and as juſtiſiable, in the 
one caſe as in the other; they both ſtand upon one 
and the ſame footing, ſo he that throws down one 
throws down both; whoever rejects the doctrine of 
our SAVvIOUR's righteouſneſs being imputed unto 
man, rejects, by ſo doing, the doctrine ot man's ſins 
being imputed to our Saviour, and all the conſequen- 
ces of it; or, in other words, he who rejects the 
doctrine of free jullification, rejects, by ſo doing, 
the doctrine of CHRIST. (See Theron and 400 
above, p. 155.) 

As the main deſign in writing Theron and Aſpaſin, 
was to prove the fundamental doctrine of juſtification 
by the imputed righteouſneſs of CHRISTYJ; and as it 
appears that the ſermon does not contradict it in this 
molt important article; I ſuppoſe it will be allowed, 
that the charge of contradiction, as to what is moſt 
material, is entirely got over. But perhaps, in a 
matter of leſs conſequence, it may ſtill be objected, 
that Mr Hervey, in the Dialogues, appears plainly to 
be Calviniſtic, in the doctrine of PARTICULAR 
redemption ; but, in the ſermon, he ſays expreſsly, 
that CurIsT's death 1s a full, perfect, and ſufficient 


ſacrifice for the fins of the WHOLE world. — The 


church of England fays this, as well as Mr Hervey, in 
the office for the communion ; and yet no unprejudi- 
ced perſon will queſtion, but ſhe is perfectly Calvini- 
{tical in her articles and homilies. 

The truth is, there is no Calviniſt but will allow, 
that the ſatisfaction of CHRIS I is full, perfect, and 
ſufficient for ALL; but then they diſtinguiſh between 
the ſufficiency and efficiency of his ſacrifice. With 
regard to the value of the oblation, it 1s ſufficient for 
the redemption of every man; with regard to its ef- 
ficacy, as every man 1s benefited by the death ot 
CHRIST, ſo CHRIST died for him; but theſe be- 
nefits are not of one kind. — Some are common to e- 
very man; all the earthly bleſſings which unbelievers 
enjoy, are the fruits of Cyr1s T's death; fo far as 
they are benefited by him, ſo far he died for them; 
other benefits belong to the members of the viſible 
church, and are common to all thoſe who live under 
the goſpel: many graces ſuch may receive from 
CurisT, which through their own fault are not ſaving; 
and ſo far as they are benefited by CHRIS 7, fo far 
CHrIsT died for them: other benefits ſtill, ac- 
cording to the will of Gop, and the intention of the 
MED1arToOR, are peculiar to thoſe which he himſelf 
ſays are given unto him by the FaTHE R; his ſheep, 
his elect, ſuch as a true faith, regeneration, ſanctifica - 
tion, adoption, c. In this ſenſe, ſay thoſe Chri- 


ern. V. , . TIM 


(ins called Calviniſts, Cy x1sT died for his people 
only, to bring them effectually to grace and to glory. 
lis ſyſtem only is conſiſtent with Mr Hervey's no- 
tion of free grace. ; 
The Arminian ſcheme is, That CHRIS IT died with 
arpoſe to make the ſalvation of every man in the 
world poſſible, without any manner of difference, 
whether they are believers or unbelievers: That he 
died, not to bring any man actually to ſalvation, and 
make him a partaker of righteouſneſs and life, but to 
irchaſe a poſſibility of ſalvation and reconciliation, 
0 far as that GoD might, conſiſtent with his juſtice, 
receive men into favour, upon condition of faith and 


repentance. This faith and repentance, ſay they, 


Cyx1sT merited not; for if he had, then Gop had 
deen bound to give them unto every. man, and ſo 
crery man muſt have been ſaved. Thus, you ſee, 
according to theſe gentlemen, CHRIS died equally 
for all the world; and the reaſon why ſome are ſaved, 
lies wholly in themſelves, in attaining to that faith 
and repentance, by the good uſeof their natural powers, 
which Cu RHS did not purchaſe for them. This is 
the meaning of every Arminian “, let him expreſs 
himſelf however he will. And how far this is inconſiſt- 


* That the reader may ſtill more clearly apprehend the doc- 
trine of Mr Hervey, who was a Calviniſt,—and the difference 
between him and the Arminians, the following note is ſub- 
Phe Arminians are {ſuppoſed by ſome, (who are not ſuf- 
« ficiently acquainted with. their tenets), to maintain that we 
« are to do ſomething for ourſelves, and Chriſt to do the reſt 
«.or, in other words, that we have partly a righteouſneſs of 
« our own, and that Jeſus Chriſt is to make up the deficien- 
« cies of that righteouſneſs. This, however, is not the com- 
« mon divinity of the Arminians. They have no ſuch notion 
« of a patch-work juſtification, or that we are ſaved partly by 
« the imputation of Chriſt's merits to make up the deficiencies 
« of our own. But the principles of their ſcheme are briefly 
« theſe, "That Chriſt is the /o/e and only author of our ſalva- 
« tion, not by imputing his righteouſneſs to us, but by pur- 
« chaſing ſuch favourable terms of reconciliation for us, and 
« by reſloring to us ſuch abilities to fulfil them, by means of 
« which we can only become capable of being juſtified in the 
« ſicht of God. Therefore we ſay, that thoſe in this life, 
« who have uſed well the grace that is given them, and con- 
formed to the terms of the goſpel, God doth juſtify : Thar 
« is, were he to call them to the bar of judgment and try 
them, he would acquit or pronounce them not guilty, —Be- 
«* cauſe Chriſt, by his meritorious death and ſufferings, having 
« purchaſed for them the law of repentance, as the law by 


* 
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ent with Mr Hervey's exhortation to the ſelf.righteous 
moraliſt, in the cloſe of this ſermon, F believe I need 
not tell you. Indeed, Mr Hervey engages not here 
in the controverſy at all; but (going upon what both 
ſides are agreed in, viz. the ſufficiency of CHRIS T's 
ſacrifice to ſave all that will believe) he invites all his 
hearers to fly unto him for ſalvation. Now, if he ne- 
ver enters into the merits of the cauſe, how can he 
be guilty of inconſiſtency ? | 
Upon the whole, then, this is a moſt excellent ſer- 
mon. As the dialogues in Theron and Aſpaſio were, ſo 
is this, the true offspring * of him who now reſts 
from his labours, and his works do follow him; the 
offspring of him who always ſought to exalt the S A- 
vIouR, to humble the ſinner, and to promote holineſs. 


which they are to be judged and tried; and they having 
A through grace fulfilled the law, i. e. become true penitents, 
God therefore, for the above merits of Chriſt, admits of 
their qualifications, forgives them their offences, and rewards 
them as if they had never offended. Here then is no ſplit- 
ting of the imputation, no copartnerſhip with Chriſt : but 
“ Chriſt's righteouſneſs is repreſented, as the ſole procuring 
** cauſe of our ſalvation, and ours as only the applying cau/e, 
* by performing the requiſite conditions: i. e. They both tend 
to different ends; one to procure the terms of juſtification, 
and the other to perform them.—So that, in ſhort, accord- 
ing to this ſcheme of the Arminians, our juſtification is not 
© made up partly of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, and partly of our 
* own; for his righteouſneſs is not partly imputed, but not 
at all imputed, in the Calviniſtical ſenſe of imputation. In 
order to make this difference of opinion ſtill clearer, it muſt 
be obſerved, that the Calviniſts (being accuſtomed to their 
ideas of imputative righteouſneſs) imagine, that when the 
* Arminians affirm the neceſſity of inherent righteouſneſs, in 
order to juſtification, that they mean a borrowing of Chriſt's 
** 1mputative. righteouſneſs to make up the deficiencies of our 
* own, Whereas the Arminians, indeed, ſuppoſe, that Chriſt 
& did not, in any degree, fulfil the terms of juſtification in our 
te flead; but, on the contrary, having purchaſed them for us, 
« and procured us ſufficient powers and abilities of performing 
them, he left us to co-operate with thoſe powers, and ſo to 
*« fulfil them ourſelves.” This is a fair, candid, and conſiſt- 
ent ſtate of the Arminian doctrine. No one can ſay it is n. iſre- 
preſented ; for 'tis here given in the very words of an eminent 
divine, and dignitary of the church of England, who is himſelf 
an Arminian,—How much ſuperior the Calviniſtic (which was 
Mr Hervey's) doctrine is, to humble the ſinner, to exalt the 
Saviour, and to promote holineſs, let every reader judge. 
»The ſermon itſelf, in Mr Hervey's own writing, is now 
in the hands of the Rev. Mr Robert Knight, the preſent Rec- 
tor of Weſton-Favell, who married Mr Hervey's youngeſt ſiſter. 
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LORD, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, according to thy word, 
for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation. 


According to the ancient prophecies, in the 
23 fulneſs of time, God ſent forth his Son. 


and the ael of God was to receive everlaſting conſo- 
lation. The Lord was pleaſed to vouchſafe a particu- 
lar revelation of his will in this matter to Simeon : 
For the Holy Spirit was upon him, end it was revealed 
unto him by the Holy Spirit, that he ſhould not fee death 
before he had ſeen the Lord's Chriſt incarnate. And he 
came by direction of the Spirit into the temple ; and 
when the parents brought in the holy child 7e/us, to 
do for him after the cuſtom of the law, then took he 
him up in his arms, and bleſſed God that he had lived 
to this happy hour, when he could take up the pro- 
phet's words, and ſay, Lo this is our God, we 2 
awaited for him, and he will ſave us; this 1s the Lord, 
we have waited for him; wwe will be glad and rejoice in 
his ſalvation. Simeon waited to ſee God incarnate ; 
and having ſeen him, he wanted to hve no longer. 
He deſired his diſmiſſion. All the ends of living were 
anſwered ; and therefore he put up this ſweet prayer; 
Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, ac- 


cording to thy word : for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalva- 
tion. 


With theſe ſame words one of our dear brethren, 
now with the Lord, finiſhed his courſe. 
the dying words of the Rev. Mr James Hervey. He 
had long deſired to depart, and to be with Chriſt, 


which he knew was far better than to abide in the 


fleſh; but he waited patiently for the Lord's time; 
and when it was come, he thus exprefled the thank- 
fulneſs of his heart, Lord, new letteſt thou thy ſervant 
. depart in peace, according to thy moſt holy and comfort- 
able word: for mine eyes have ſeen thy precious ſalva- 
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tion *, The Lord heard him, and gave him a gentle 
diſmiſſion. He died, as he had lived, in a perfect 
even and calm compoſure of mind. Death ſhewed that 
he came to him as a friendly meſſenger to call him t» 
glory, for he cheartully obeyed the ſummons. There 
was no fear, no ſtruggle, not a ſigh or groan, but 
he departed in peace, and in full affarance of faith, 
Oh that you and I, my brethren, may ſo live 
by the faith of the Son of God, that when we 
come to die, we may be able to uſe this ſame prays 
er, and may receive of the Lord a like gracious an- 
ſwer. 

Theſe ſwect dying words of our dear brother have 
made a great impreſſion upon ſeveral of his acquaint- 
ance: for they have been led to conſider them more 
cloſely than perhaps they ever did before, and ſeven 
have meditated upon them with great comfort. In 
order that others might do the ſame, and that his hap: 
py death might be the means of ſtirring up many 
to ſeek to die the death of the righteous, and that 
their latter end might be like his, I have deter- 
mined to ſpeak upon the words this day. May the 
ſame Spirit by which Simeon ſpake them be in al 
your hearts! may he teach you their true and ful 
meaning, and in God's due time may he give you the 
comfortable experience of them! Under his guidance 
let us conſider, 

Firſt, That when Simeon had ſeen the ſalvation oi 
God, he was prepared to depart : | 
ney; He therefore deſired it, and prayed for i. 
and, 

Thirdly, He expected he ſhould depart in peace 2. 
cording to God's word, which was fulfilled to him. 
And, under each of theſe particulars, I ſhall ſpeak af 
the experience of our deceaſed brother. : 

Firſt, Simeon had it revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit, that he ſhould not die until he had ſeen ti! 
Lord's Chriſt ; and when jeſus was brought into th! 
temple, he was directed to go and receive him for the 
promiſed Meſliah; and taking htm up in his arms, he 
blciled God, and ſaid, Lord, nw letteſt thou thy fereait 
depart in peace, according to thy word : for mine eyes here 


* Sever:l particulars in this ſermon reſpecting Mr Her 
are mere fully related in the account of his lite prefixed a 
this work. 


A SERMON 


ſeen thy ſalvation. It is evident he ſpoke theſe words 
in their primary ſenſe, of his ſeeing Feſus with the 
eyes of his body; but this could have been no great 
ciuſe of joy to him, unleſs he had before ſeen Cariſt 
ſome other way; for multitudes 20 him with their 
„lily eyes, While he was upon earth, who were no 
9255 for the ſight ; and multitudes will hereafter ſee 
him in his glorified body, but it will be to their ever- 
lu ling 3 There is another kind of ſight to 
which our n ang ar when 

t you took up theſe words and ſaid, For mine 

mn ab! ſeen thy ſalvation, If you knew what you 
(id, and ſpoke the truth as you had experienced it, 
du meant that you had ſeen the ſalvation of God 
with the eye of faith; according to what is ſaid 
of Moſes, That by faith he ſaw him who is inviſible 
Jeb. xi. 27.) He ſaw him by the eyes of his ſoul, 
10 was inviſible to the eyes of his body; for the 
Jul has its eyes as well as the body: but ſin dark- 
ened them; it put them into the ſtate in which 

ne eyes of the body are when they have no light: 
that hey can ſee nothing. So the ſoul is ſaid, in ſcrip- 
ture, to be in darkneſs and blindneſs, until the eyes 
of the underſtanding be enlightened. They cannot 
ſee any ſpiritual objects until the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
ſhine upon them ; nor, when he does ſhine, can they 
fo 54 lovelineſs in thoſe objects, until they be able 
to act faith upon them; for the eye of faith not only 
beholds the object, but alſo diſtinguiſhes its own inter- 
eſt in it. Faith keeps all the ſenſes of the ſoul in act 
an —_— __ the ou I" Wo wen Na 
rehends ; here the eye of faith is fixed upon falva- 
tion, not only viewing it as a bleſſing belonging to o- 
thers, but alſo appropriating it to itſelf, Mine eyes have 
ſeen thy ſalvation : here Simeon, ſpeaking of our Savi- 
our, calls him ſalvation, becauſe all ſalvation is in and 
from him. He is the author, and he is the finiſher 
of it. The great plan of it was laid by the co-equal 
and co-eternal Perſons of the ever- bleſſed Trinity, be- 
fore the foundation of the world; it was carried into 
execution by our divine Saviour in the fulneſs of time; 
and he is an eternal ſalvation, an eternal deliverance 
from all evil, and an eternal poſſeſſion of all good. 
Upon the entrance of ſin into the world, this great 
falvation of our God was revealed, and by faith be- 
hevers under the Old-teſtament diſpenſation enjoyed 
the benefits of it. At the appointed time Fehovah 
took a body of fleſh, and our divine Immanuel ſtood 
up to fave his people from their fins. He undertook 
to ſatisfy all the” aa of law and juſtice. The 
law he ſatisfied, by paying it a perfect unſinning obe- 
dience; which being a divine, as well as a human o- 
bedience, did therdore magnify the law, and make it 
more honourable, than if all the creatures in heaven 
— 9 e offended gant it. Jules be 
sued, by enduring the threatened puniſhment ; 
and after his ſufferings and death, juſtice had no more 
demands upon him ; for he cawe out of the priſon of 
the grave with a full diſcharge. This ſatisfaction, 
made to law and juſtice by the obedience and ſuffer- 
gs of the Lord Jeſus, is what the ſcripture calls the 
: 1,hteouſneſs of God, becauſe i is a divine and infinitely- 
perfect righteouſneſs, a divine righteouſneſs wrought 
out by e-ovah himſelf, and as infinitely perfect a 
Nghteouineſs as Jehovah could make it. In this all- 
glorious righteouſneſs of the God-man, Chriſt Jeſus, 
con'iſts the ſinner's ſalva ion: for he is accepted and 


Holy n Oy it; the fruits of this righteouſneſs are his 
n the nctification, and the robe of this righteouſneſs is his 
0 the Fonucation, So that ſalvation in time and in eternity 
jr the ebends upon the righteouſneſs of the incarnate God. 


nis is the fundamental doctrine of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, for which our dear brother was a noble cham- 
Pr He law, he experienced the importance of it, 
1 therefore in his converſation and in his preaching 
wo = favourite topic. How ſweetly, how proſit- 
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ably have I heard him dwell upon it! and how excel- 
lently has he defended it in his writings? Read his 
Theron and Aſpaſio; and when you are thoroughly con- 
vinced that Chrilt 1s the end of the law for righteouſ- 
neſs to 2 one who believeth, and can ſay with 
faith, „In the Lord have I righteouſneſs and ſalva- 
« tion;” then your mind will be ſettled in peace and 
comfort, and you will be delivered from choſe danger- 
ous errors which are now propagated concerning the 
righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus. Thank God for the 
maſterly defence of it in theſe dialogues *. In them 
Mr Hervey, being dead, yet ſpeaketh the praiſes of 
his adorable Redeemer, and clearly proves that we 
have our ſalvation through his righteouſneſs. Imma- 
nue! the Saviour is the juſtiſier, as he ſays himſelf, 
I}. xlv. 21. 22. © "there is no God elſe beſide me, 
* a God that gives righteouſneſs, and a Saviour, there 
is none belide me. Look unto me and be ye ſaved, 
all the ends of the earth; for I am God, and there 
* 18 none elſe.” How could they be ſaved by look- 
ing unto Chriſt ? Certainly, not by a look of their 
bodily eyes. Simeon's Joy did not ariſe from having 
Chriſt in his arms, and looking upon him ; but from 
being able to look upon lum by an act of faith. He 
knew him to be h:s Saviour. Thence aroſe his joy, 
and from thence muſt yours ariſe. It is the look of 
faith which ſaves; the eye of faith kept in exerciſe 
upon its proper object, even upon Jeſus, the author 
and finiſher of faith. It is this act of faith which our 
Lord requires: Loot unto me, with this promiſe annex- 
ed, and be ye ſaved. There is ſalvation in the look 
of faith: for it ſees and receives Jcſus, as he is offer- 
ed in ſcripture, for a free, full, and complete Saviour. 
And whoever keeps the eye of faith in conſtant exer- 
ciſe, is prepared, with good old Simeon, to depart in 
peace: becaute, by having an intereſt and property 
in the ſalvation of our God, he is thereby delivered 
from every thing that can make death dreadful, and 
is in poſſeſſion of every thing that can make death de- 
ſirable. 

What is it that makes death dreadful? Is it not 
guilt in the conſcience, accuſing the ſinner for the 
breach of the holy law, and alarming him with fear 
of the threatened puniſhment, which the juſtice, a id 
holineſs, and truth of God are concerned to ſee in- 
flicted, in time and in eternity? Thus we read, The 
* ſting of death is ſin, and the ſtrength of lin is the 
„% law.” Death has power to ſting, ſo long as the 
broken law gives fin a right to accuſe and condemn : 
all unpardoned ſinners therefore are afraid of death. 
From this ſtate of fear and bondage our Lord came to 
ſave his people: + He came to deliver them, who 
% through fear of death were all their life-time 
& ſubject to bondage ;” and he does. deliver them, 
when their fins are forgiven, and his righteouſ- 
neſs is imputed to them : for then the broken law 


* Abouta week before Mr Hervey was taken ill, I mention- 
ed to him a report that was ſpread about, concerning Mx San- 
deman's Letters on Theron and Aſpaſio, to this effect: That 
he (Mr Hervey) had written a letter to Mrs Cooke, and there- 
in had ſaid, that Mr Sandeman was in the right, and had con- 
vinced him of his error; or words to that purpoſe. To which 
he anſwered, That he had written a letter to Mrs Cooke, and 
therein he had acknowledged, that many of Mr Sandeman's 
remarks were judicious, and that he had corrected ſome of his 
expreſſions and inaccuracies. But he ſaid, that he was very far 
from having changed his opinion as to the ſyþſtance and matter 
of the argument; for therein he thought Mr Sandeman was 
entirely wrong. Whercupon I deſired he would inſert an ad- 
vertiſment in ſome of the London papers, ſigned by himſelf, 
to ſet this miſtake right, leſt it might hinder the ſale and read- 
ing of his books, and thereby prevent much good. To which 
he agreed; and added, that he would let that paragraph ſtand 
in his anſwer to Mr Weſley, relating to Mr Sandeman, only 
ſoftening the expreſſion a little: but all this was prevented by 
his illneſs and death. The truth of this I am ready to atteſt, 
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cannot condemn, nor juſtice puniſh, there being no 
condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus. Up- 
on which death loſes its ſting ; and when the pardon- 
ed finner looks upon it, he fees nothing terrible in its 
appearance, but can boldly and without preſumption 
ſay, „ Yea, when I walk through the valley of the 
« ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou my 
« God art with me.” 

And he is not only prepared to die becauſe he is de- 
livered from every thing that could make death dread- 
ful, but alſo becauſe he is in the poſſeſſion of every 
thing that can make death deſirable. He knows he 
has an intereſt in Chriſt, and Chriſt is the poſſeſſor of 
heaven and earth. He has all things in his hands, 
arid has promiſed to make them all work together for 
the good of his redeemed people: fo that whoever 
has Chriſt has all things.“ All things,” ſays the apoſtle, 
are yours, whether life or death, or things preſent 
« or things to come, all are yours.” And the rea- 
ſon follows, „ and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is 
« God's.” As all that Chriſt has is yours, and all that 
God has is Chriſt's, conſequently all is yours. And 
death by name is yours: no longer a curſe and a 
puniſhment, but turned into a real bleſſing; for it is 
the gate and entrance, through which you pals into 
endleſs life and never-fading glory. 

Thus he is prepared to depart, who has ſeen with 
the eye of faith the ſalvation of God. The doctrine 
is clear from ſcripture ; but how is it, my brethren, 
in your experience? Are you prepared to depart ? and 
on what do ye build your preparation? on the Lord 
Jeſus, or on what? Search and ſee; for nothing can 
comfort you in the hour of death, but having recei- 
ved him into your hearts by faith and love. You muſt 
ſ-e his ſalvation, and be able to keep the eye of faith 
intent upon it, before you can be prepared to depart ; 
but when this is your happy caſe, then in whatever 
ſhape death comes, you will be able to ſay with our 
dear brother, Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart 
in peace, according to thy word : for mine eyes have ſeen 
thy /aloation. He might well ſay, Mine eyes have ſeen 
thy falvation: for all that came near him were con- 
vinced that he had ſeen it. The effects ſhewed it. 
He had put off the old man, and had put on the new ; 
and was under the influence of divine love to his ad- 
orable Saviour. The love of Jeſus ruled in his heart ; 
and was therefore conſtantly uppermoſt in his mouth. 
He loved to be telling of his ſalvation all the day 
long. And he did not talk like a profeſſor full of 
mere head-knowledge ; but what he ſpake had a 
warmth, and life, and power in it, which thewed that 
it came from his heart. He was perfectly inflamed 
with the love of his divine Lord and Maſter ; and if 
you ſat any time in his company, you could not help 
catching ſome of the wi flame. So that if ſtran- 
gers to his perſon may oubt of his experience of a 
Saviour's love, we who have converſed with him can- 
not. We are ſure from what we ſaw and heard, that 
he had ſeen the ſalvation of God, and therefore was 

repared to depart. He knew in whom he had be- 
leved, and was certain the power and the love of the 
dear Immanuel were in his intereſt ; ſo that neither 
death, nor he that had the power of death, could hurt 
bim. 
A friend of mine was much with him on the 15th 
of December, and the diſcourſe turned upon what 
Chriſt had done for his ſoul. Mr Hervey ſpake ſtrong- 
ly and earneſtly of the aſſurance of his faith, and of 
the great love of God in Chriſt to him. He declared, 
that the fear of death was taken from him; and it 
afterwards appeared, that death had no ſting to hurt, 
nor the grave any power to get victory over him : 
for when death came, it found his mind in perfect 
ace, He had no uneaſy apprehenſions of dying, 

t had hopes full of glory and immortality. Doubt- 

leſs then he had ſeen the ſalvation of God. The 


ſays the apoſtle, in his ſaints ; 


As E R MON on MA HERVEY's DEATH. 


knowledge of falvation had been precious to 
life, and therefore he experienced the preciou 
it in death: for then he could give thanks 


ving him the victory through Jefus Chriſt his 
Thee are they to whom God has given the Kant. 
ledge of their ſalvation ; they believe on 4 
grounds, that their Saviour has brought th good 


| em 
ſtate of ſalvation ; and therefore they are prepared i? 


him in 
ineſs of 
to God for 


meet death, yca they can defire and pray for:; 
Simeon did; which is the ſecond pedal N 5 
conſider. tw 


Simeon knowing that he was prepared, t 
hred to depart. And this is the "3's Boca 3 
longs for death, not out of an impatient diſcontent 5 
temper, but out of a real holy affection. When 3 
men are oppreſſed with troubles on all ſides, and 105 
no way to eſcape, they are apt to deſire death chat ir 
may bring their miſery to an end, and put them out Fr 
their pain. And there are ſome moſt miſerable ang l. 


ject cowards, who murder themſelves to get rid of the 


troubles of life. Theſe men court death as a leſs evil 
but the behever deſires it as a real bleſſing. He 3 
that his death will be to the glory of his Saviour; fl. 
it grieves him to the heart that he ſhould ever do an 
thing diſpleaſing to ſuch a kind Benefactor. After 5 
ceiving ſo many tokens of Chriſt's love, Oh it is indeed 
afflicting to give him the leaſt offence. I appeal to 
vourſclves. You that have the love of Jeſus in your 
hearts, are aot you ſorry that you love him ſo little ? 
Have not you reaſon daity to mourn for your ingratli. 
tude to him? and what will ſuch thoughts ſuggeſt but 
a deſire to be where the very occaſion of ollence will 
be removed ? It was on this account that Mr Hervey 
dcfred death: for the laſt morning of his life, when 
his brother came in to inquire after his welfare, he ſaid 
I have been thinking of my great ingratitude to my 
God. And theſe thoughts made him wiſh to be 54 
livered from the bondage of corruption, into the glo- 
rious liberty of the children of God. 

And he deſired it as Simeon did, and all believers 
do, upon another motive, namely, becauſe the Lord 
will get himſelf honour, by the honour which he will 
3 to his people in his kingdom. He vill be glorigid, 
a he will get himſelf glory 
by the great glory which he will beſtow upon "5 
And as the believer has, in all things, an eye to God's 
glory, ſo has he eſpecially in his deſires to be diſſolved 
and to be with Chriſt. He knows that God is glorified 
in him, and by him at preſent ; but then it is imper- 
tectly, and that grieves him. Self, or the creature, 
will be trying to ſhare the heart with God, and thereby 


to rob him of his glory. A bare thought of this, when 


only riſing in the mind, hurts the behever. He would 
have every thought brought into ſubjection to Chriſt; 
and that makes him deſire to be where temptation and 
{m ſhall be no more, and where he ſhall cry God, 
and God {hall be glorified in him for ever and ever. 
With this view Mr Hervey delired to depart. His great 
love to his Saviour's glory made him wiſh for death. 
He longed to be diſſolved, that he might be freed from 
the frailties and infirmities of this mortal life, under 
which he laboured, and could not always, nor in 3 
perfect degree, promote the glory of his redeeming 
God; therefore he deſired to be with them who follow 
the Lamb whitherſoever he goeth, and are ever recei- 
ving glory from him, and ever giving glory to him. 
And the Lord granted his deſire; he literally anſwered 
his prayer; for he departed in peace, according to the 
2 0 of God, as I purpoſed to ſhew under my third 

ead. 

What it is to be at peace with God, and to depart 
with a ſenſe of this peace upon our minds, I cannot 
better expreſs, than in the excellent words of the pie 
ſent Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in his Nine fermons, h. 
132. © The peace of Gad is that ſenſe of being in friend. 
« ſhip with him, that feeling of comfort and joy ov 
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« ing from him, which paſſeth all underſtanding, ex- 
« ceeds the conceptions of thoſe who have not expe- 
« ricnced it, and will exceed hereafter the preſent 
« conceptions of thoſe who have.” And the believer, 
even when he is departing this life, has a ſenſe of his 
being in friendſhip with God, and has a feeling of com- 
fort and joy flowing from him. This is promiſed in 
{cripture, and this is fulfilled to them who, being Ju 
tiged by faith, have peace with God: being reconciled 
to the Father through the Son of his love, they live, 
hey die in peace. 
a . bodies Week in the faith are thinking thus 
within themſelves : “ Well, is it ſo, that true believers 
« die in peace and joy? I am ſure I could not at pre- 
« ſent; for I am dreadfully afraid of death; and 
„ „hat would not I give to be delivered from theſe 
« fears? for they make my life miſerable.” My bre- 
thren, why are you in bondage to them ? God offers 
ʒou deliverance. There are many general promiſes in 
bis word, that let what will happen to believers, the 
peace of God ſhall rule in their hearts. Thus, . 
xxvi. 3. © Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whole 
mind is ſtaid upon thee.” And as it is a perfect, ſo it 
53 a continual peace. The Lord of peace himſelt,” 
fays the apoſtle, 2 Thef}. iii. 16. „ give you peace al- 
« ways by all means :” for after he has once given this 
peace, he makes all means, even the molt unlikely, tend 
tothe promoting of it ; therefore death can by nomeans 
weaken, and much leſs deſtroy, this peace of God. 
Theſe general promiſes he fulfilled to the patriarchs ;— 
for St Paul ſays, Hb. xi. 13. © That they all died in 
„ faith: - they acted faith in their death, and conſe- 
quently had a ſweet ſenſe of the peace of God in their 
hearts when they died. David thews us the reaſon of 
their dying in faith, P/a/. xlviii. 14. © This God is 
gur God for ever and ever, he ſhall be our guide 
« even unto death.” They knew that their God would 
be with them to guide and keep them, when the body 
returned to duſt, and the ſpirit returned to God who 
ve it: and therefore David ſpoke for himſelf what 
each of them alſo could ſay.— When I walk through 
« the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil, 
* becauſe thou my God art then with me: thy rod 
and thy ſtaff comfort me even then,“ P/. xxin. 3 
With this faith they looked upon death as difarmed of 
its ſting and power to hurt; and therefore they laid 
down their heads, and fell aſleep in the arms of death, 
with as much compoſure as any weary traveller ever 
longed for reſt. They fel/ a/leep. The ſcripture ſpeaks 
of their death under this beautiful image, to teach us 
that death was as ſweet to them as ever ſleep was to a 
hard-labouring man. The faithful fell aſleep quietly 
and compoſedly. And how ſhould it be otherwiſe ? 
they had no evil to fear; for they were at peace with 
God. And what could death do to hurt that peace ? 
lt does indeed diſſolve all other bonds, butitſtrengthens 
this. It is the happy inſtrument of faſtening the bond of 
peace with a tie which never never can be diſſolved. 
And when the faithful look upon death in this light, 
what is there in it but joy and peace, even a joy un- 
Ipeakable, and a peace that ſurpaſſeth all underſtand- 
ing! 

Perhaps ſome of you think this is not always the 
caſe; becauſe there are very good men who have had 
lirong conflicts and ſtruggles before death. Nay, my 
brethren, think not ſo wickedly of God. Is it ac- 
cording to his word that the faithful ſhall depart in 
peace, and do they not? What! can the word of 
God be broken? No; it ſhall ſtand faſt for ever and 
ver. And in the caſe which you ſtate, it does not 
follow that this peace is weakened or deſtroyed, be- 
cauſe it is tempted ; by no means. The ſenſe of this 


peace may remain when it is moſt furiouſly attacked; 


tor it is the peace of God. God gave it, and God 


keeps it; and he may ſuffer the devil to tempt, but 


not to deſtroy it. The more it is tempted, the more 
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honour redounds to God for preſerving it in the fiery 
trial. It was more to God's glory to preferve his 
children in the fiery furnace, than to have kept them 
out of it. Doubtleis he that has the power of death, 
will make his laſt efforts, and try to ſhake the faith 
of a dying behever. The devil will then ſet upon 
him with all his fury. But though he be a roaring 
lion, yet he is chained ; and the almighty Saviour fo 
over- rules his malice and rage, that he makes them 
work together for his glory and his people's good; as 
he did remarkably in the laſt efforts which the enemy 
made againſt our dear brother. He ſaw him in 
2 weaknets of body, and then made a furious on- 
et againſt his faith; but the dear Immanuel was with 
him, and would not give him over into the enemy's 
hands. His faith was tried, and it came like gold out 
of the fire. He knew that it would be tried, and had 
therefore prepared himſelf for the fiery trial. Speak- 
ing of it to a taithful miniſter of Chriſt, who was often 
with him in his laſt ſickneſs, he ſaid, “ How many 
precious texts are there, big with the rich truths 
„of Chriſt, which we do not comprehend, which we 
* know nothing of; and of thoſe which we do know, 
% how few do we remember? Bonus textuarius eft 
« bonus theologus, and that is the armour. The word 
of God is the ſword ; theſe texts are the weapons, 
„ which I muſt uſe when that ſubtle ſpirit, that arch 
* adverlary of mankind, comes to tempt and ſift me 
in my laſt conflict. Surely I had need be well pro- 
+ vided with theſe weapons, I had need have my 
«© quiver full of them, to anſwer Satan with texts out 
of the word of God when he aflaults me.” Satan 
did aſſault him, but found him prepared and armed. 
Mr Hervey ſaid to his friends the day that he died, 
„Oh you know not how great a conflict I have.” 
And after he had ſat for ſome time with his eycs con- 
ſtantly lift up towards heaven, and his hands claſped 
together in a praying form, he ſaid, + Now this great 
conflict is over.” Jctus made him conqueror over 
all the powers of darkneſs; having endeavoured to 
rob him of his peace; but in vain, they eft him in 
the Saviour's arms, never more to be tempted; and 
he watched over him with the tendereit love, until he 
took him home. And when he went, he indeed de- 
parted in peace. His body ſeemed to be ready as well 
as his foul. When death came, he had not one ſtrug- 
gle with it. There was not a ſingle groan or ſigh, or 
any thing that could ſhew the leatt unwillingneſs to 
depart. He had ſuch a gentle diſmiſſion as he had 
prayed for in Simeon's words. He departed in peace, 
and fell aſleep. 

I have now finiſhed what I had to offer upon the 
three particulars mentioned in my text; and it ap- 
pears, that when a ſinner is convinced of. his want of 
a Saviour, and is convinced that Jeſus is ſuch a Savi- 
our as he wants, able and willing to fave to the utter- 
moſt, and when he is made to ſee his intereſt in the 
perfect complete righteouſneſs of this adorable Savi- 
our, and is aſſured of it from the word and Spirit of 
God, and from the fruits of righteouſneſs produced 
in his life and converſation, then he 1s prepared to 
die; then he may deſire it with ſubmiſſion to God's 
will ; and whenever death comes, he may expect to 
depart in peace, according to the word of God. Theſe 
great truths I have illuſtrated from ſcripture and from 
experience, more eſpecially from the experience of 
our dear brother, now with the Lord, of whom 1 have 
ſpoken nothing more than what the words of my text 
naturally led me to lay. If I were to attempt to draw 
the character of this excellent man, I would conſider 
him in the ſeveral relations in which he ſtood to God 
and man, and would exhort you to follow him, to 
far as he followed Chriſt. But the compaſs of this 
diſcourſe will not ſuffer me to enlarge. I can © 


juſt obſerve ſome particular inftances, from whence it 


will evideatly appear that he had feen the ſalvation of 
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God. He had a clear view of it by the eye of faith, 
and was able to act faith upon it, for his was a faith 
Working: by love. We love God,” ſays the beloved 
apoſtle, * becauſe he firſt loved us; becauſe we know 
by faith that he firſt loved us: ſo that our love is the 
reflex act of his love tous. And Mr Hervey had great 
experience of God's love to him, and therefore his 
heart was full of love to God; and out of the abund- 
ance of his heart his mouth ſpake. There was ſuch a 
ſweetneſs of heart-love upon his tongue, that he uſed 
to ſpeak of the love of the adorable Redeemer, like 
one who had ſeen him face to face in the fulneſs of 
his glory. He would, with all the power of language 
and dignity of ſentiment, ſpeak for a long time together 
in praiſe of the ever-blefſed Saviour. But you might 
plainly ſee, though every body elſe was pleaſed, yet he 
was not ſatisfied with what he had ſaid. He thought 
he had not ſaid enough, and what he had ſaid fell far 
below his Lord's merit. But ſtill he would try again, 
and indeed was never weary. You could not hear him 
ſpeak for any time upon this his favourite ſubject, with- 
out being convinced that he felt what he ſaid; and if 
you had any love of God, when you went into his 
company, his converſation would inflame it. He had 
an excellency, which I never ſaw to ſo great a degree 
in any other perſon. He never let an opportunity ſlip 
of ſpeaking of the love of Chriſt. He would take oc- 
caſion from the moſt common incident, and yet it 
would not appear forced : for he had a wondertul ta- 
lent at ſpiritualizing and improving whatever happen- 
ed about him ; by which means he hindered the con- 
verſation from turning upon trifling matters, and, at 
the ſame time, kept it up with ſpirit and uſefulneſs. 
Having ſet the Lord always before him, he ſaw the 
love of God in every thing, and therefore it is not to 
be wondered that all objects andevents ſhould give him 
occaſion to ſpeak of it. In his laſt ſickneſs it conti- 
nucd {till to be his favourite theme; for whenever my 
friend, who was much with him, came into the room, 
he would begin to talk of the love of Chriſt, and of 
the great things which Chriſt had done for him, until 
his breath failed him ; and as ſoon as he had recover- 
ed himſelf a little, he would proceed upon the ſame 
ſweet ſubject: ſo that he might have truly applied to 
himſelf the words of the prophet, —* My mouth ſhall 
<« be telling of thy righteouſneſs and of thy ſalvation 
„ all the day long; for I know no end thereof.“ 

This heart-love to God appeared evidently in every 
part of his character. As a miniſter, his faith wrought 
by love to the ſouls of men in all the offices of his 
function. While his health permitted him, he watch- 
ed like a faithful ſhephered over his flock. He uſed 
to viſit them from houſe to houſe, and to ſpeak freely 
to them of the ſtate of their ſouls; and when the 
weakneſs of his body obliged him to drop theſe reh- 
gious viſits, he would often grieve, that he could not 
be more uſeful, and would ſpeak with great concern 
and uneaſineſs of his not being able to preach oftener, 
and to do more for Chriſt. In the pulpit he was fer- 
vent and earneſt with his people, and would often ex- 
ert himſelf beyond his ſtrength : for he preached the 
great doctrines of ſalvation, as one who had experi- 
enced the power of them. It was manifeſt to all who 
heard him, that he felt what he ſpake. And when we 
{peak what we know, and teſtify what we have ſeen, 

en God blefles this experimental preaching. He 

uts a divine power and energy into it, and renders 
it effectual to awaken ſinners, to comfort them that 
mourn for ſin, and to edify and build up the faithful. 
Mr Hervey had many happy proofs of the uſefulneſs 
of his preiching for each of theſe purpoſes ; and there- 
fore he did not think it enough to preach once a-week 
on the Lord's-day, but he ſet up a weekly lecture at 
Weſton-Favell, which was very well attended, and 
was bleſſed to many of his neighbours, who will be 
his glory and crown of rejoicing in the preſence of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, at his coming. 
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He did not forget that he was a miniſter 
houſe; for he called his family together twice a- d 
ſerve God. It was his cuſtom in the evenin FO 
the ſervants . had read the P/alms and the — . 
ſon, to explain ſome part of what had been read 1 
this exerciſe he would ſometimes dwell for half 
hour; and when he met with a ſweet paſſage u ” 
the love of Chriſt, I have heard him ſpeak for = 
quarters of an hour, and then he concluded with 
prayer. : Ed 

In the morning, when the family wer 
ther, he uſed to al the ſervants, —<* Well [ a 5 
our text laſt night?” And after they had repeated it 
he made them give an account of what had been f ig 
upon it; and then he would repeat and enforce his laſ 
night's diſcourſe, concluding with prayer. 

In the atternoon, when he was called down to tea 
he uſed to bring his Hebrew Bible or Greek Teſtament 
with him, and would either ſpeak upon one verſe or 
upon ſeveral verſes, as occaſion offered. This Was 
generally an improving ſcaſon. The glory of God is 
very ſeldom promoted at the tea- table; but it was at 
Mr Hervey's. Drinking tea with him was like bein 
at an ordinance; for it was ſanctified by the word of 
God and prayer. 

As a member of ſociety, his. faith wrought abun- 
dantly by love to his neighbour : for he was full of 
good works. His charities to the poor were very large; 
and that he might be liberal to them, he was very ts 
gal in his own expences. He choſe rather to clothe the 
poor, than to give them money. He uſed to get ſome 


in his Own 


judicious perſon to buy linen, coarſe cloth, ſtockings, 


ſhoes, Oc. for them at the beſt hand, alleging that 
the poor could not buy ſo good a commodity at the 
little ſhops, and with driblets of money. I am 
«© God's ſteward,” ſays he, “for his poor, and I muſt 
* hulband the little pittance I have to beſtow upon 
« them, and make it go as far as poſſible.” But 
where money would be particularly ſerviceable to a 
family long afflicted with fickneſs, or to a prudent 
houſekeeper who had met with great loſſes in trade, 
he would give five, ten, or fifteen guineas at a time, 
taking care it ſhould not be known from whence the 
money came, 

He gave away a great number of good books, with 
ſuitable inſtructions for their uſe, and eſpecially Bibles, 
In the blank leaf he frequently wrote ſomething ſtri- 
King, or elſe ſtuck in a printed paper, relating to the 
promiſes of God in and through Jeſus Chriſt. 

Mr Hervey's income was but ſmall, and it may be 
wondered how he managed it ſo well as to have ſuch 
ſums to ſpare for charitable uſes ; but what money 
was left, after the family-expences were paid, and all 
the profits ariſing from the ſale of his books, which 
was a very conſiderable ſum, he gave away in charity. 
He made of it a bank for the poor. And this,” 
ſays he, I have devoted to God. I will on no ac- 
“count apply it to any worldly uſes. I write not for 
profit or for fame, but to ſerve the cauſe of God; 
and as he has bleſſed my attempt, I think myſelf 
« bound to relieve the diſtreſſes of my fellow-crea- 
«* tures with the profit that comes from this quarter.” 
And he is ſtill relieving them. He was not willing 
that his charities ſhould die with bim ; for he ordered 
all the profit ariſing from the future ſale of his books 
to be conſtantly applied to charitable uſes. Thus, 
baving believed in God, he was careful to maintan 
good works, knowing that theſe things are good and 
profitable unto men. | 

In his private life he was under the influence of the 
ſame faith, working by love to the will and command 
ments of. God. His holy walking was very exemplary- 

What he ſaid, in words, concerning his intereſt in the 
Redeemer's righteouſneſs, he proved by his actions; 
for he was very ſenſible of the importance of this 
ſcripture, © He that faith he abideth in him, ought 
„ himſelf alſo to walk, even as he walked.” (1 Jo 
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u. 6.) Mr Hervey walked very cloſe after Chriſt ; 
and found that the belief of Chriſt's righteouſneſs be- 
ing imputed to him for his juſtification, Was ſo far 
{rom being a licentious doctrine, that it inſpired him 
with thc nobleſt motives to a grateful obedicnce. is 
holy life was an excellent recommendation of his 
principles: for I never ſaw one who came up fo near 
to the ſcripture-character of a Chriſtian. God had en- 
nched him with great gifts, and with great graces, 
and had made him humble: for he was humbled by 
the power of grace. He had been a very vain proud 
young man; but the grace of God emptied him of 
"ide and ſelf, and clothed him with humility. Ha- 
ving put on Chriſt, he had put on with him the orna- 
ment of a meek and quict ſpirit ; which appeared in 
his great patience and reſignation to the will of God. 
He had ſome very {harp trials of his faith and patience, 
both from God and from men, and he learned obedi- 
ence by the things which he ſuffered. It was very 
remarkable, that in his long illneſs he was never 
uon to fret or be uncaſy; nor did the perſons a- 
out him ever hear onc angry, or one haity word come 
but of his mouth. 

The ſame principle of faith working by love was 
manifeſt in his ſtudies, which he directed to the glory 
of God. He was once a great reader of the Greek 
and Roman authors, and his writings ſhew that he 
had a good taſte for claſſical learning; but for ſome 
vears paſt he chiefly applied himſclf to the ſtudy of 
the ſacred ſcriptures. God had bleſſed him with a fine 
underſtanding, and a great memory, which he excr- 
ciſed in reading the Bible in the original languages. 
He was very well ſkilled in the Hebrew, and was an 
excellent critic in the Greek, and was a ſcribe inſtruct- 
ed unto the kingdom of heaven, who, like unto a 
man that is an houſcholder, bringeth forth out of his 
treaſure things new and old. He had a great venera- 
tion for this treaſure of the Old and New Teſtaments. 
He uſcd to talk of them in the higheſt terms, next to 
that adorable perſon of whom they treat. They wcre 
{wceter to him than honey and the honey-comb ; and 
ſo they will be to every one who reads them, as he 
did, with faith. Whoever can at faith upon the ex- 
ceeding great and precious promiſes contained in the 
ſacred volume, will find ſo much ſweetneſs in it, that 
he will have but little reliſh left for other books. 

As to his writings, I leave them to ſpeak for them- 
ſelves. They ſtand in no need of my praiſes. They 
we in the hands of the public, and every reader will 
ſorm his own judgment. Oh that the Spirit of the 
ling God may direct it, that whoever reads his wri- 
tings may learn to have no confidence in the fleſh, but 
+ make mention of Jehovah's righteouſneſs, even of 
us only. 

The und would fail me, if I was to enlarge upon 
all the particulars of his life and death. "That was 
not my deſign. I only intended briefly to relate ſome 
things, from whence a tolcrable judgment might be 
tormed of Mr Hervey's character. But I cannot finiſh 
without taking notice of the laſt ſcene of his life, 
which was very triumphant and glorious. The laſt 
and great trial cf his faith was more precious than 
that of gold which periſheth. Its preciouſneſs never 
Wpcared more than in the hour of death; for then he 
evidently ſaw by faith, and apprehended the ſalvation 
ot God, and could rejoice in a clear view of his own 
intcrelſt in it. When Dr Stonhouſe ſaw him for the 
Lit time, namely, on Chriſtmas-day, about two hours 
before he expired, Mr Hervey preſſed home upon him 
lis everlaſting concerns, in the moſt affectionate man- 
ner; telling him that here is no abiding place, and 
begging of him to attend, amidſt the multplicity of 
45 buſineſs, to the one thing needful. : 

Phe Doctor, ſeeing the great difliculty and pain with 
Which he ſpoke, (tor he was almoſt ſuffocated with 


phlegm and fre t itings indi 1 
N22 quent vomitings), and finding, by his 
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pulſe, that the pangs of death were then coming on, 
deſired that he would ſpare himſelf. “ No,” ſays he, 
„ Doctor, no. 
eto live; Oh let me ſpend them in adoring our great 
* Redeemer. Though my fleſh and my heart fl ad, 
yet God is the ſtrength of my heart, and my por- 
tion for ever.” He then expatiated in the moſt 
ſtriking manner upon theſe words of St Paul, 1 Cor. 
iii. 22. 23. All things are yours, life and death: for 
« ye arc Chriſt's.” „Here,“ ſays he, © is the trea- 
« ture of a Chriſtian. Death is reckoned amongſt this 
* inventory;—and a noble treaſure it is. How thank- 
« ful am 1 for death, as it is the paſſage through which 
« I paſs to the Lord and Giver of eternal life, and as 
eit frees me from all this miſery you now ſee me en- 
dure, and which I am willing to endure, as long 
* as God thinks fit! for | know he will, by and by, 
in his own good time, diſmiſs me from the body. 
* Theſe light aillictions are but for a moment, and 
„ then comes an eternal weight of glory. Oh wel- 
come, welcome death !—Thou mayſt well be reck- 
* oned among the treaſures of the Chriſtian.— To live 
“is Chriſt, but to die is gain.“ 

After which, as the Doctor was taking his ſinal leave 
of him, Mr Hervey expreſſed great gratitude for his 
vilits, though it had been long out of the power of 
medicine to cure him. He then pauſed a little, and, 
with great ſerenity and ſweetneſs in his countenance, 
though the pangs of death were then on him, re- 
peated theſe triumphant words— 

* Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in 
peace, according to thy mo/? holy and comfortable 
« word: for mine eyes have ſcen thy precious ſalva- 
* tion. Here, Doctor, is my cordial. What are all 
„ cordials to the dying, compared to the ſalvation of 
„ Chriſt? This, this ſupports me.” —He found this 
ſupporting him in his laſt moments, and declared it, 
by ſaying, twice or thrice, Precious ſalvation ! and 
then leaning his head againſt the ſide of the eaſy clair 
in which he fat, he ſhut his eyes, and fell aſleep. Oln 
precious ſalvation: how precious mult it be to the 
dying man, who, intereſted in it, can thank God {or 


You tell me I have but few moments 


death, and reckon it among his riches ; who, ſupport - 


ed by faith in the falvation of God, can account it 
his gain to die; and can gladly ſay, Oh welcome, 
welcome death! May this faith ſupport you, my 
brethren, when all other ſupports fail, and make fal- 
vation as precious to you as it was to Mr Hervey ! 
and of this you may be aſſured, that what the Lord 
did for him he is able alſo to do for you. He was in- 
deed a glorious inſtance of the power of grace; for 
by the grace of God he was what he was. And grace 
is free; as free for you as it was for him; able allo to 
make you live and die as much to the glory of God 
as he did. He was truly a burning and ſhining light ; 
but the Lord's hand is not ſhortened. It can make 
your light thine alſo before men, and enable you to 
adorn the doctrine of God your Saviour as much as 
Mr Hervey did. And the great uſe to be made of his 
example is, to ſtir you up to glorify God for the gifts 
and graces beſtowed upon him, and to deſire the ſame 
may be beſtowed upon you. With this view I ſhall 
apply it, 

Firſt, To thoſe perſons who have never ſcen the ſal- 
vation of God, and, conſequently, are not prepared 
to depart in peace; and theſe are all careleſs ſinners, 
who live ſecure in the wilful commiſſion of fin, Mr 
Hervey knew, that, whenever the Lord ſhould call 
him out of this life, he ſhould be found in Chriſt, not 
having his own righteouſneſs, which is of the law, 
but that which is through the faith of Chriſt, the righ- 
teouſneſs which is of God by faith; and, clothed in 
this rightcouſneſs, he was certain that he ſhould ap- 


> 


pear at the bar of juſtice without ſpot of ſin, unto 


eternal ſalvation. But this is not your experience. 
Nay, you have never been awakened to deſire it. You 
| 4.6 It 
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have never been humbled under a ſenſe of your loſt 
condition, nor broken down under a conviction of 
your helpleſſneſs: ſo that you have never ſeen your 
want of a Saviour, and, conſequently, have never ſcen 
the ſalvation of our God. It you entertain any hopes 
of departing in peace, while you are in this ſtate, you 
are of all men the moſt deccived ; for when death 
comes, it will find you in your fins unpardoned, with- 
out any faith in the Redeemer's righteouſneſs to make 
death deſirable, but with every thing that can make it 
terrible. The holy, juſt, and good law of the moſt high 
God will accuſe, conſcience will plead guilty, juſtice 
will condemn and puniſh, and the wack of God will 
abide upon you for ever and ever. How 1s it poſſible 
you ſhould depart in peace, unleſs you die inſenſible? 
and that would be dreadful indeed. If fin ſhould fo 
far infatuate you, that you never awake out of its 
deluſive ſlumbers until you are called to receive the 
wages of ſin, Oh think what ſort of a peace you ſpeak 
to yourſelves! ſince it leaves you in the greatelt dan- 
ger, and, at the ſame time, inſenſible of it. To de- 
part in ſuch a falſe peace, would be your everlaſting 
deſtruction. Oh Sirs, conſider then what a delulion 
you are under! The wrath of an offended God abi- 
deth on you, the curſes of his broken law hang over 
your guilty heads, and you are liable to the vengeance 
of his almighty juſtice ; and yet you think yourſelves 
ſafe. You are ſaying, Peace, peace, while all the 
powers in heaven and earth are at war with you, and 
in a moment you may be cut off, and delivered over 
to the tormentors; and then you will have a ſad and 
eternal experience of that awful threatening, “There 
is no peace, faith my God, to the wicked.” 

Men and brethren, what do you ſay to theſe things: 
Are they true, or are they not? If they be true, why 
are you not influenced by them? And if you think 
them not true, why do you make any profeſſion of 
the Chriſtian religion? why do you come to the 
houſe of God to attend upon his ordinances? Your 
appearance here ranks you among profeſſors ; and if 
you keep up the form, without- the power of godli- 
neſs, I have for you, in the ſecond place, a word of 
reproof. 

There have ariſen, in the latter days, mockers, who 
pretend to ridicule the ſeeing of the ſalvation of God, 
and the being thereby prepared to depart in peace. 
Poſſibly there may be ſome ſuch amongſt us to-day, 
who laugh at all vital and experimental religion. 
there be, I would aſk them, whether the ſcripture has 
not promiſed deliverance from the fear of death? Is 
it not written, (Heb. xi. 15.) © That Chriſt came to 
« deliver them who through fear of death were all 
« their life-time ſubject to bondage? Obſerve, they 
were in bondage tothe fear of death, but Chriſt came to 
deliver them. And did not he attain the end for which 
he came? Moſt certainly he did.“ I have finiſh- 
« ed,” ſays he to his Father, © the work which thou 
« gaveſt me to do.” Now, it was part of the work 
to deliver his people from the fear of death ; and as 
the work was finiſhed, conſequently they are deliver- 
ed. And they ſay they are. They atteſt it, and they 
have given the moſt convincing proofs of their having 
conquered all fear of death : they have been afflicted, 
tormented, ſtoned, ſawn aſunder, put on the rack; 
and yet they would not accept deliverance, becauſe 
they were ſure of obtaining a better reſurrection. 
And of theſe there have not been two or three only, 
but a noble and numerous army, yea a great multi- 
tude, whom no man could number ; and, glory be to 
God, it is an increaſing multitude : there are ſome who 
daily depart in peace, and there are hundreds, thou- 
finds now alive, who are waiting for their departure 
with hopes full of immortality ; and why ſhould you 
think they will be diſappointed of their hope? Will 
Chriſt break his word? can his promiſe fail? No: 
his word and his promiſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed, when 
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heaven and carth ſhall be no more; a 
place of them ſhall not be found, the Lord 3 the 
have ſuch witnefles of the truth of the doctrin. * 
my text, as Mr Hervey, Who will depart this If. _ 
the triumph of faith. e 
Againſt theſe plain facts what can you obiect? ; 
are 8 upon the clcar 2 © * 2 
which are literally fulfilled at this very day; 2 ra 
can have no pretence to reject their authority 8 
you run into downright ſcepticiſm, and deny the : 4 
thority of the holy ſcriptures. If any of you h a 
arrived at this pitch of ridicule, I ſhall not reaſon wi 
you at preſent. Let the day decide the point if 
death does not, judgment will. You will be forced 
to be tried by that book which you reject, and }; 
that Judge whom you have inſulted and vilifed . 
that you may be convinced of your error before it be 
too late! May God open your eyes to ſee your guilt 
and your danger, that you may ſue for mercy alon 
with them who are ſeeking the experience of the docs 
trine in my text; to whom 1 have, in the third place 
a word of comtort. l 


I ſuppole there are many perſons here 
the ſting of death in their — — Arg — 
who therefore deſire to be delivered from the fear and 
from the power of death. My brethren, there is a glo- 
rious Deliverer, who has, in his own perton, conquered 
death, and him that had the power of death ; and he 
18 able to make you conquerors. His power is al- 
mighty: for he is the Lord God omnipotent; and 
he is an all-loving Saviour, who is more ready to give 
_ you are to aſk, his OY help. Since he "i 

1ewn you your want of it, aſk an | 

Gels and wat toll tes ee 

You do ſeck, you ſay, but it is with man 
and fears. Of what do you doubt ? of Chris pe 
or of Chriſt's love? He can deliver you. All things 
are poſſible to him, becauſe all power in heaven and 
earth is in his hands. And he is a God of love; hc 
has ſhewed mercy to the greateſt of ſinners, and has 
ſhed his love abroad in their hearts. He has given 
them faith to ſee their intereſt in him, and then they 
were happy living or dying: for whether they lived, 
they lived unto the Lord; or whether they died, they 
died unto the Lord: ſo that living and dying they 
were the Lord's. is 
True, lay you, I believe this was the happy caſe of 
Mr Hervey, and of many others; but I am full of 
doubts and fears, becauſe I am ſuth an unworthy 
creature, that I do not deſerve any mercy. Nor did 
they: God did not treat them upon the footing of 
deſert ; what he gave them was mere bounty, flowing 
from the riches of his unmerited love. That is the 
way in which he beſtows his great ſalvation. All the 
bleſſings of it are free, as free for one ſinner as for 
another. None are excluded, becauſe they are greit 
ſinners; Paul found mercy : and none are rejected, 
becauſe of their unworthineſs; Mary Magdalen was 
pardoned ; and why may not you? For all the gitts 
of God flow from his tree grace, and are beſtowed 
upon unworthy ſinners; and if you are one of them, 
you are a proper object to receive the bleſſings of fie 
grace; and the ſenſe of your unworthineſs {houd 
make you more earneſt in aſking, but it is no bar to 
your receiving, all the bleſſings of ſalvation ; for Je- 
ſus Chriſt aſſures us in his word, „ that e came (0 
<« ſeek and to fave that which was loſt;“ fuck let 
ſinners as you are. | 

Thus you ſee what encouragement you have to be- 
lieve in God. You have his word and his promiſe to 
rely upon ; you have the teſtimony of God's people, 
declaring that they were once, as you are, afraid 0 
death, but now Chriſt has taken away the fear of f. 
They have ſeen the ſalvation of God, and know b) 
faith, that all the bleſſings of it are freely given then 
in Chriſt Jeſus; therefore they are ready, the) deſue 
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to depart» May the tender mercies of our God 2 
every one of you into this happy ſtate! And to thoſe 
ho are already in it, I make my fourth remark. 

My Chriſtian friends and brethren, you have ſeen 
the falvation of God, and are delivered from the fear 
I death: what return will you make unto the Lord 
(or all the benefits which he hath done unto you? Cer- 
tainly you will not forget the great things which he 
has already given vou, and the greater things for 
which you are waiting; and let theſe conſiderations 
conftrain you to love this divine Benefactor, and to 
(rye him without fear, in an holy obedience, all the 
days of your lives. Give evidence of the ſincerity of 
vour love, as your Lord requires; “ If ye love me, 
keep my commandments: Keep near to me in my 
ways, and walk cloſe with me in mine ordinances, and 
von will not only thereby give proof of your love, 
but it will alſo grow exccedingly ; and as it grows, 
your defire to depart will grow with it; for when the 
i570 of Chriſt rules in the heart, you will be ready, 
ven, you will deſire to depart, and to be with him. 
his was the happy experience of our deceaſed bro- 
ther; and let his example ſtir you up to great care 


and watchfulneſs in your holy walking heavenwards, 


that your faith may be always working by love, as 
his did. Conſider the graces of his life, and ſeek the 
ſane. Stop not ſhort, but try to get beyond him. 
Confider his death. Remember with what perfect aſ- 
ſurauce he ſpake of his intereſt in Chriſt, and what 
{irong proots he gave of it ; and then pray that your 
{ith may ſtand as unſhaken as his was in that great 
tine of trial. And, above all, forget not what ſup- 
ported him in his laſt moments; it was the clear view 
he had of his intereſt in the great ſalvation of God: 
« This, this,” ſays he, © ſupports me,“ - now at the 
approach of death. Oh how precious did falvation 
then appear to him, when he found death coming 
difarmed, and without a ſting ! and it grew ſtill 
more precious, when, with his laſt breath, he decla- 
red, that death had no power to hurt the peace of 
God, which ruled in his heart; for even then he found 
ſalvation precious. You need not fear, my brethren, 
but this will be your happy experience. God has 
given you the knowledge of ſalvation by the remiſſion 
of your ſins; and as your faith grows exceedingly, 
ſalvation will grow exceedingly precious. The great- 
er experience you hereby get of the love of Chriſt, the 
more will you be ſupported under the trials of life, 
and the better prepared for the trials of death. You 
will find, that the ſweet ſenſe of Chriſt's love in the 
heart will enable you to rejoice in ſuffering, and then 
you need not fear but it will enable you to rejoice in 
the ſufferings of death. For who or what ſhall ſepa- 
rate behevers from the love of Chriſt ? Shall the trou- 
bles of life, or the pains of death ? ſhall tribulation, or 
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diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or 
peril, or ſword? No; in all theſe things we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved us. More 
than conquerors / Oh glorious warfare, in which belie- 
vers nut only conquer their enemies, but alſo reap in- 
numerable and endleſs bleflings to themſelves. Even 
death is to them a real bleſſing ; they expect it, they 
find it ſo, and they are more than conquerors over it, 
through him that loved them, 5 

In the 4a place, I muſt put you all in remembrance, 
that neither the words of my text, nor what has been 
ſaid upon them, will be of any benefit without a bleſ- 
ling from God. We cannot ſee his ſalvation with the 
eye of faith, nor experience the power of it, without 
the help of his grace. It is from him, who has done 
all for us, that all muſt be done in us; and if ſome 
good impreſſions have been made this day upon any 
of your hearts, they will ſoon wear away, unleſs he 
prelerve and ſtrengthen them. If you deſire, at pre- 
ſent, to live Mr Hervey's life, and to die his death, 
this deſire will be ineffectual, unleſs it be carried into 
act by the mighty working of God's Spirit: he is all 
in all. For which reaſon we always begin and always 
end the hearing of the word with prayer; being aſſu- 
red, that if Paul ſhould plant, and Apollos ſhould 
water, yet it would be to no purpoſe, unleſs God 
ſhould. give the increaſe. Oh that it may be abundant 


this day to his glory, and to the good of your ſouls. 
To that end let us pray— 


O almighty and moſt merciful God, we humbly be- 
ſecch thee to look down with mercy upon this con- 
8 and to bleſs the words which we have 

eard this day with our outward ears. Make them 
the means of opening the blind eyes which have never 
ſeen their want of thy ſalvation. Lord, enlighten 
them, and help them to ſeek, until they find pardon 
and peace in thee. Be rn to thoſe who are now 
waiting upon thee, believing, that after they have 
ſeen thy ſalvation, they ſhall be able to depart in peace. 
O Lord God, manifeſt it unto them, and add this day 
to the number of thoſe who have ſeen and experien- 
ced it. We deſire to glorify thee for every living 
Chriſtian who knows in whom he has believed, and is 
ready and prepared to depart in peace. We give all 
the praiſe to the riches of thy free grace. And we 
allo bleſs thy holy name for all thy ſervants departed 
this life in thy faith and love, beſeeching thee to give 
us grace ſo to follow their good examples, as they 
followed Chriſt; that with them we may be parta- 
kers of thy heavenly kingdom. Grant this, O Father, 
for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, our only Mediator and Advo- 
cate; to whom, with thee, and the Holy Spirit, three 
co-equal perſons in one Jehovah, be honour, and glory, 
and bleſling, and praiſe, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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In a LETTER to a LADY of QuaLITY. 


Merſes profundo, pulchrior event. H o R. 


= YT 


HE, reader will ſee, from the date of the follow- 
ing letter, that it was written a conſiderable 


time ago. From which circumſtance he will probably 
conclude, that it was not intended for publication. 
A conjecture which is perfectly juſt. The publication 
is owing to the Right Honourable perſonage, whoſe 
name, though it would grace and recommend his pa- 


rs, the author 1s not allowed to mention. Her 
adyſhip's commands, which would admit of no ex- 


cuſe, drew the remarks from his pen; and her deſire, 
which with him will always have the force of a com- 


MADAM, 


Yea you was pleaſed aſk my opinion concern- 


*, > ing Loxd BoLINGBROKE's remarks on the 
wt ſcriptural hiſtory, J have procured the book; 
r 


have peruſed what relates to the ſubject; 


and ſubmit to your judgment the thoughts which oc- 
curred: aſſuring your Ladyſhip, that, though many 
might diſcuſs the point much more clearly and fatisfac- 
torily than the perſon you favoured with your com- 
mands; yet no one can think it a greater 
receive them, or a greater pleaſure to execute them. 


« The Old Teſtament,” it is alleged, “ is no ſuf- 
„ ficient foundation for chrono/ogy from the beginning 
% of time *. To enter upon the niceties of chrono- 
would, perhaps, be too difficult a reſearch ; at 
it would require from your Ladyſhip a more 
painful attention, than I ſhould chuſe to occaſion by 
any of my letters. And I very frankly own, that I 
am by no means maſter of the argument, nor equal to 
the talk. Others, I don't doubt, whoſe inclination 
enius has fitted them for 
undertake to decide the 


» gee Lord Bolingbroke's letters on the ſtudy and uſe of hi- of Meſſiah the Prince; when he finiſhed tbe 22 
ſtory, vol, i. pag. 98. | f | | 
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mand, has brought them to the preſs.—It will give 
him the higheſt pleaſure, if, while he is paying the 
debt of obedience and gratitude to a Noble friend, he 
may ſupport the dignity of the divine word; may 
raiſe its eſteem, and promote its „udy among men: 
becauſe then he may reaſonably hope to promote the 
beſt intereſts of his fellow- creatures; and ſubſerve that 
grand deſignation of the almighty Majeſty, expreſſed 
by the pſalmiſt,—Thou haſt magnified thy word above all 
thy name *. 
* Pſal. cxxxviil. 2. 


queſtion, and give the honour where the honour 1s 
due.— This, however, from a very ſcanty ſurvey of 
the caſe, I can eaſily diſcern ; that the chronologet 
will no where find fuch memorable events for fixing his 
ras, nor ſuch early and ſubſtantial aids for computing 
his time, as from the Meſaic monuments, and the fir 
cred annals. q 

From the beginning of the world to the flood, we 
have an orderly gradation of time, marked out by the 
lives of ten eminent patriarchs.—From the flood, ve 
may proceed to that glorious promiſe of a Redeeme!, 
made to Abraham ; In thy ſeed ſhall all the nations o the 
earth be bleſſed *. From this promiſe, to the miraculous 
deliverance of the Iſraelites from Egyptian bondage. 
From thence, to the building of Solomon's temple; 
which was an illuſtrious type + of that divine perſon, 
in. whom dwells all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily.— 
From the building of this magnificent ſtructure, (0 
the demolition of it by the Babylonian monarch. -Fron 
thence, to the conqueſt of Babylon by Cyrus the Pei. 


ian. — And from the reign of Cyrus, to that grand 


that moſt important of all tranſactions, the dei 


* Gen. Xxii. 18. + John ii. 21, 
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ven, and made an end of fins, and made reconciliation 
fir iniquity, and brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs &. 
The intermediate ſpace, between each of theſe very 
diſtinguiſhed periods, may, I believe, be aſcertained, 
to a conſiderable degree of exactneſs, from the ſa- 
«red volumes. If fo, this will conſtitute a more com- 
-chenlive and perfect ſyſtem of chronology, than can 
he derived from the Olymprads of the Grectans, or the 
Hegira of the Mahometans ; from the Perſian, the Ro- 
man, Or any other epocha. ; 

But the hi/lory of the Old Teſtament is much more 
neceſſary to be known, and much more eaſy to be 
underſtood. Yet this, my Lord ſuggeſts, is not a 
complete hiſtory of the ſirſt ages f. We allow the ſug- 

eſtion. It neither is, nor has materials for, a com- 
plete univerſal hiſtory. It pretends to nothing more, 
than to relate the affairs of one particular family; in 
which the church of G OD was to ſubſiſt, and from 
which the SAVIOUR of men was to {pring. Ne- 
vertheleſs, ſo many collateral incidents are touched up- 
on, ſo many branches of this main ſtream are occa- 
fonally purſued, as preſent us with a collection of the 
moſt ancient, the molt curious, and moſt inſtructive facts. 

Here we are brought acquainted with the creation 
of the world, and the formation of man. The origin 
of evil, both natural and moral, 18 diſcovered 1n the 
fil of our firſt parents; and the diſpleaſure of G O D 
Againſt fin, is manifeſted by the waters of a general 
deluge. Here we ſee the preſervation of our ſpecies in 
the ark, and repeopling of the earth by Noah ; the in- 
vention of polite arts , and the rife of uſeful manufac- 
tures ||; the eſtabliſhment of nations, and the found- 
ers of their principal kingdoms 4. Not to add, that 
theſe records are the royal archives, in which the char- 
ter of our ſovereignty + over the creatures 1s preſerved, 
and the original draught of the covenant of grace + 
depoſited. Here then, may we not challenge any, or 
all the books, written in every language under hea- 
ven? What memoirs go /o far back into antiquity ! 
what memoirs are /o intere/ting to all mankind ? Had 
they been tranſmitted to us by any Greczan or Roman 
author, how would they have been admired and va- 
lued! how laviſhly, and indeed how jultly, praiſed: 

Another excellency of theſe writings (and peculiar 
to theſe alone) is, That they not only reach backward, 
us far as the very birth of things; but proceed for- 
wards, even into the remoteſt futurity.— They foretold 
the ruin of Babylon ++, the nobleſt, the beſt fortified, 
and moſt commodiouſly ſituated metropolis in the uni- 
verſe; who ſaid, and no one would have ſuſpected it 
to be a vain boaſt, I all be a lady for ever =. Yet 
the ſcriptures pronounced her utter deſtruction x, and 
ſpeciſied the perſon who ſhould bring about this great 
cataſtrophe, —They pointed out the place of his a- 
bode f; they deſcribed him by ſeveral diſtinguiſhing 
circumſtances jj ;— they particularized the genius of 
his warlike enterprizes ; they mentioned his very 


* Dan ix. 24. + Pag. 83, 
t Gen. iv. 21. | Gen. iv. 20. 22. 
+ Gen, chap. x. Which, though but little adverted to, is 
the nobleſt piece of geographical antiquity extant in the world, 


It ſhews us how the whole earth, from the three ſons of Noah, 


was overſpread, inhabited, and denominated, It diſcovers the 
true ſoutce of the ſeveral nations; about which profane au- 
thors either ſay nothing at all, or elſe ſay what is chimerical, 
precarinus, falſe. 

+ Gen. i, 28, L Gen. ili. 15. 
23-24, — If. xlvii. 7. 
Tt If. xlvi. 11. | 

t That he ſhould beſiege and take the moſt impregnable 
of cities, I/. xlv. 1. 2. ;—that he ſhould enrich himſelf with 
'mmenſe ſpoils, J xlv. 3.;—that he ſhould not be a tyrant, 
but a ſbepherd to the captive Jews ; ſhould releaſe them from 
their captivity, and both permit and promote the rebuilding of 
their temple, J xliv. 28. 

, He is called a ravenous bird, If. xlvi. 11. denoting his 
ſpeed, activity, and great expedition. Which were more like 
ine flight of a /wiſt-winged bird, (this is the exact ſenſe of the 

No XXII. 2 | 


a+ If, xiii. 19. &c. xvi. 
** If. xiii, 19. 20. &c. xvi. 23. 24. 
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name * ;—all this, ſome hundreds of years before the 
event took place, or the conqueror was born. 

They foretold the rejection and calamities of the 
diſobedient Jews ; who are the chief ſubject of their 
hiſtory ; (and this, ſurely, could not be with a view 
to aggrandize their nation, or to anſwer any ſiniſter 
deſign) : that they ſhould be ſubdued by their enemies, 
loſe the favour of their GO D, and the poſſeſſion of 
their native land; yet not be ſettled, as a colony, in 
ſome particular tract of the victor's dominions, but 
be /cattered abroad under the whole heavens +.— This 
was threatened by their JEHOVAHz=—this is re- 
corded in their books, — and this is, even now, ſo re- 
markably fulfilled, as to be a fact of the utmoſt noto- 
riety. Go into the moſt polite or moſt barbarous 
countries, the neareſt or moſt diſtant parts of the 
world ; you will, every where, find /iving evidences 
of this ſcriptural prediction. | 

The ſcriptures ſpeak in the moſt explicit and per- 
emptory terms, with regard to the re/loration of the 
2 .— his reſtoration could not be effected, at 
eaſt could not be obſerved, if they had been blended 
and incorporated with the inhabitants of other climes. 
Therefore, to be a preſumptive proof of its accompliſh- 
ment; and to render it, when accompliſhed, the 0 
obſervable of all revolutions; they have ſubſiſted a di 
tint people, amidſt all the regions whither they have 
been driven.—A moſt ſingular and aſtoniſhing cir- 
cumſtance ! How ſoon were the Danes, the Saxons, 
and the Normans, mingled with the Britons / and how 
entirely are they all melted down and loſt among the 
natives of our iſle! But the Jes, like a drop of oil 
on the water, have continued a ſeparate community; 
and, though di/per/ed into all nations, are not, through 
the long courſe of ſeventeen hundred years, embodied 
with any.—This is ſuch a peculiarity in the diſpenſa- 
tions of providence, as I can never ſufficiently admire : 
and is, I think, an undeniable voucher to the authert- 
ticity of the ſcriptures ; held forth, as it were by the 
hand of Omnipotence, in the ſight of all the world, 


Such events the ancient ſcriptures foretell, and /uch 
facts they relate ; facts of incomparable grandeur, and 
events of the greateſt 1mportance. All which are deli- 
vered in ſuch a majeſtic ſimplicity of ſtyle, as nothing 


original g . than the march of an army, with all its encum- 
brances. This is acknowledged by Tigranes, in his fine expo- 
ſtulatory diſcourſe with Cyrus: Taxi di rorvfor gif avis, are roppubey 
tehacag N ov mohkuw gol, Tp rule r] Tap" tao Juvaur abprioachus- 
Yon jo far exceed the king of Armenia in the ſwiftneſs of your 
motions, that, before he could get together the few forces quar- 
tered in his neighbourhood, you are come from a diftant country, 
and have ſurrounded him with à large army. Xenoph. Cyro- 
ped. lib. III — Thus Alexander, whoſe marches and whoſe 
victories were almoſt incredibly ſwift, is beautifully and ex- 
actly characterized by the prophet Daniel. As I was conſider- 
ing, behold ! an he-goat came from the weſt an the face of the . 
whole earth, and touched not the ground. Chap. viii. 5. No 
orator, with all the powers of language, could more beauti- 
Fully have deſcribed the rapidity and the extent of the Mace- 
donian conqueſts; nor could any hiftorian, though writing 
after the accompliſhment of the events, have deſcribed them 
more exactly, "4M 

* If. xliv. 28. xlv. 1, + Deut. xxviii. 64. Amos ix, 9. 

t Ezek. xi. 17. Amos ix. 14. 15. Zech. xiv, 10. 11, I 
have not ventured to determine, whether this reſtoration of 
the Jews is to be underſtood of a return to their own country, 
or of their converſion to the faith of CHRIST, Though 1 
think, the latter is the meaning of the Holy Spirit ; will be no 
leſs wonderful than the former ; and ſeems to be ſupported 
by ſuch paſſages as the following.—They ſhall lock en ME, whom 
they have pierced, and mourn, The gift of repentance, not 
the circumitance of place, is the material point, Zech. xiii. 10. 
ben it ſhall turn, not the tribes of {ſrael to Feru/alem, but 
the heart of the Hraelites tothe LO RD, 2 Cor. iii. 16.— Then 
all liracl hall be javed, Rom. xi. 26. ſhall be made partakers 
of the goſpel, of its ſacred privileges, and its great falvation, 
In which they will enjoy all, more than all the bleflings, which 
Canaan could afford. Of which, that goodly land, in its ut- 
moſt fertility, aftucnce, and glory, was but a type. 
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can equal but their preciſe veracity. —Yet theſe books 
Lord Bolingbroke diſparages ; and, at the fame time, 
extols the writings of Tacitus. — The remains of Tact- 
tus, he tells us, © are precious remains *.“ Thoſe of 
the holy ſcripture © are dark and imperfect accounts f.“ 
In Tacitus, „ hiſtory preſerves her integrity and her 
e juſtre f.“ In the holy ſcripture, inſtead of hiſtory, 
you have “ an heap of fables; which can pretend to 
te nothing but ſome inſcrutable truths, and therefore 
&« uſeleſs to mankind ||.” Every line of Tacitus has 
weight J, and cannot be mentioned without admira- 
tion. Whereas, the ſacred hiſtory is put upon a level 
with the extravagancies of Amadis of Gaul +, and 
<« can never gain ſufficient credit from any reaſonable 
« man +.” 

Who is this uncircumciſed Philiſtine, ſaid David, that 
he ſhould defy the armies of the living GOD = ? And who 
is this Tacitus, would i afk, this darling author, that 
he ſhould be raiſed to the ſkies, while the divine hiſto- 
rians are trodden to the duſt ?—If your Ladyſhip is 
unacquainted with his character, let me give it in the 
words of a moſt elegant and maſterly critic. © Having 
« conſidered the principal qualities of Tacitus as a 
« writer and an hiſtorian, I cannot help thinking, 
« that there is a falſe ſublime and affectation in his 
« deſcription ; a ſcurrility and fatirical vein, with 
« too epigrammatical a conciſeneſs in his wit; an a- 
c cuteneſs, but too ſpeculative, and a policy over-re- 
« fined in his obſervations ; a malignant and ill-natu- 
<« red turn in his characters; a philoſophy too abſtract- 
c ed and elevated in his reaſonings, and a vanity in his 
« learning. In ſhort, that he is in antiquity a pedant ; 
« in the philoſophy of nature a ſceptic; in morals 
« looſe; in deſcription gaudy and pompous ; in po- 
« litics ſubdolous, refined, and knaviſh K.“ 

Yet this is the writer that muſt be placed in ſuch 
great ſuperiority to Meſes, Foſhua, and Samuel; this 
the hiſtory (riſe Criticiſm, and reſent the indignity !) 
that is ſpoken of with applauſe and rapture, even while 
the ſacred annals are treated with diſreſpect and ob- 
loquy. 

I might recount the glorious privileges exhibited in 
this bleſſed book; the ineſtimable promiſes made to the 
righteous ; the tenderly-compaſſionate invitations ad- 
dreſſed to ſinners; the refined and exalted diſplays of 
morality ; with many other noble particulars ;—which 
it is the prerogative of ſcripture to contain, the wil- 
dom of mankind to believe,—and the only felicity of 
our nature to be intereſted in them, and influenced by 


them. 


But my Lord is ready to agree on theſe topics. He 
expreſles, in ſome places at leaſt, no diſlike of the doc- 
trinal and prophetical parts. Nay, he has contrived 
an expedient to reſcue them from the diſhonour which 
he would bring upon the Hiſforical. He allows the 
former to be written under the inſpiration of the holy 
and unerring Spirit. The latter, he aftirms, are“ pure- 
« ly human, and therefore fallible ++.” —Proceeding 
upon this ſuppolition, he ſcruples not to repreſent 


Pag. 161. + Pag. 108. Pag. 161. 
Pag. 121. | Pag. 161. + Pag. 121. 
++ Pag. 118,——If, in the pages I have referred to, and the 
ſentences I have quoted, my Lord does not aim at the ſcriptu- 
ral records, I ſhall very willingly, nay, mo/ gladly acknowledge 
myſelf miſtaken. To me, after a repeated and attentive peru- 
— the paſſages, he appears to mean tho/e, and thoſe princi- 
pally. 
cient hiſtory as he had been deſcribing (ſee pag. 118.) ; and Iam 
very ſure, the principal ſubje& of the preceding ſheets was 
the /acred,—But why ſhould not his Lordſhip ſpeak his ſenti- 
ments plainly ? Is it for want of ingenuity ? or owing to diffi- 
dence in the cauſe ? == 1 Sam. xvii. 26. 

** The treatiſe, which furniſhes me with this extract, is writ- 
ten by Mr Hunter is entitled, Obſer vation on Tacitus; and, 
if my reader has not peruſed them, I dare venture to aſſure him, 
that he has one of the higheſt entertainments in polite litera- 
ture yet to come, See pag. 184, ++ Pag. 96. 
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He means, according to his own profeſſion, ſuch an- 
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them, as the devices of craft, or the blunder 
norance &. | 

I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that ſuch a di 
is without the leaſt ground of reality to ſupport it; ag 
would, if admitted, be an effectual method to fubr 
the whole of revelation. For, if it could b = 
that the authors of this hiſtory were ſo weak 
into palpable errors, where a common degre 
city would have ſecured them from miſtaking ; gy :. 
they were ſo treacherous as to palm upon the world , 
multiplicity of forgeries ; fo inpious as to aſcribe these 
falſchoods to the GO D of truth; this would at * 
ruin their charater as men, and deſtroy their credit 4; 
writers. At this rate, who could depend upon their 
teſtimony in any point whatever ? 

Beſides, many of the doctrinal parts of ſcripture . 
fer to, and are derived from, the hiſtorical. If the lat. 
ter were a parcel of impoſitions and miſtakes, What 
degree of veracity or dignity could the former claim? 
If the foundation 1s a bubble, how can the ſuperſiruc. 
ture ſtand !—Whether his Lordſhip, by ſuch a ſpecious 
pretence of ſerving the intereſts of true religion, in. 
tended ſecretly to undermine it, I will not preſume 
to fay. But this I may venture to declare, that his 
ſcheme is very ſhrewdly calculated to compaſs ſuch an 
end. Grant what his Lordſhip aſks ; and what all the 
enemies of Chriſtianity wiſh, will undoubtedly folloy, 

Farther, Madam, —ſuch a diſtinction is contrary to 
the expreſs declaration of the New Teſtament; which 
politively aſſerts, that A LL ſcripture is given by inſyj. 
ration of GOD +.—Our blefled LORD, who va 
very well qualified to diſcern truth, and equally ze. 
lous to maintain it, makes no ſuch difference. He 
ſays in general, Search the ſcriptures | ; the whole col. 
lection of ſacred writings..—What/cever things, adds 
St Paul, not ſome particular paſſages only, but 
W HATSOEVER THINGS were written afire- 
time, were written for our learning || ; and muſt therefore 
have been under ſuch a divine ſuperintendency, as ſe- 
cured them from all poſſibility of error. Otherwiſe, 
they might be written, not for our learning, but for 
our deception.— 80 that St Paul's direction is as con- 
trary to Lord Bolingbroke's diſtinction, as the eaſt is op- 
poſite to the weſt. We may as ſoon bring thoſe tuo 
points of the hemiſphere together, as reconcile his 
Lordſhip's refinements with the apoſtle's veligion. 

I believe, it will be equally difficult to render his 
Lordſhip conſiſtent with himſelf. His conceſſion over- 
throws his diſtinction. Admitting the doctrinal parts 
of the ſcripture to be true, the veracity of the hiſto- 
rical is, by neceſſary conſequence, and beyond all con- 
tradiction, eſtabliſhed. They are indiſſalubiy connett- 
ed: they mutually bear on, and mutually ſuſtain each 
other; and muſt ſtand or fall together. They are like 
an arch moſt exactly finiſhed ; not a ſtone of which 
can be taken away, without diſconcerting the whole 
ſtructure : and like an arch, firmly. founded, as wel 
as correctly finiſhed, the more they are preſſed, the 
ſtronger they will appear. 


8 of ig 


as to fal! 
Cc of ſaoq. 


My Lord ſays indeed, That CHRIST came 0 
e toconſecrate all the written traditions of the cus. 
He ſays it, but where or how does he prove it: — By 
written traditions of the Fews, I ſuppoſe we are te 
underſtand all the Hebrew ſcriptures. The drift ot 
the diſcourſe leads us to this ſenſe. Now, it is app?” 
rent, that our Saviour has actually conſecrated, has {et 
the ſeal of authenticity and infallibility to the law / 
Moſes, to the pſalms, and to the prophets ++. By ap. 
pealing to them as deciſive, and by allowing them to 
be predictive, he has acknowledged them to be divine” 


* That this is no aggravated imputation, every atten” 
reader of his Lordſhip's letters will eafily perceive ; a 
believe, it will appear too plainly from the paſſages to be pre 
duced in the ſequel of this epiſtle, Lee 

+ 2 Tim. iii. 16. t John v. 39. | Rom. x. # 

4+ Pag. 94. + Luke xxiv. 44- 
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e proved, 
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REMARKS on BOLIN 


ty inſpired 3 to be unqueſtionably true. And a2 very 
üittle acquaintance with Jewiſh antiquities will inform 
that, in theſe three partitions, the whole body of the 
{criptures is comprehended ?—What then be- 
his Lordſhip's aſſertion? or to whoſe diſcre- 
it _—_ _ the Jewoiſß ſcriptures, or that 
* 0107 knowledge: 

fy deſire your Ladyſhip to take notice of the 
preſſion in this paſſage. It is ſomewhat ſingular, and 
i-ſerves a particular regard. Written traditions is the 
+raſe, Every one knows that we explode, and ve- 
F juſtly, thoſe ſuperſtitious whimſies of the Fes, 
which paſs under the denomination of traditions, Yet 
my Lord thinks proper, to call the hiſtorics of the 
014 Teftament by this diſreputable name; only he ad- 
mits one difference, that whereas the former were 
nanſmitted by ſtrength of memory, the latter are com- 
mitted to vori ing. But is this an hone/? repreſentation? 
i this free from all malignant diſguiſe ? | 

Let us put the matter to the following trial. The 
word legend, when applied to any modern ſtory, raiſes 
ne fame contemptible and abſurd 1dea, as the word 
dition excites, when applied to any Jewiſh notion. 
Would my Lord, or would his friends think, that due 
honour or common juſtice was done to his fetch of 
the hiſtory and ſtate of Europe, if it ſhould be ſtyled, 
in our public papers, Lord Bolingbroke's written legends ? 
—The impropriety and the malevolence of ſuch a ti- 
tle would be undeniable and odious: Who then can 
vindicate the propriety of his Lordſhip's language, or 
clear it from being a moſt injurious miſrepreſentationof 
the facred records ? which, however ſome of the facts 
might come down, in a traditionary channel, to the 
writers, by paſſing through therr hands, receive the 
ſtamp of undoubted certainty; and are no longer tra- 
ditions, but oracles. 

[ wiſh, this had been the only inſtance of artifice 
and impoſition uſed in the letters under examination. 
Why are ſo many idle tales, and ſcandalous ſtories, 
raked together, and expoſed to view * ?!—-Why? but 
to put a cheat upon the inattentive reader, and de- 
pretiate + the dignity of the divine word? depretiate 
it, much in the ſame manner, as its moſt illuſtrious 
object and author was formerly diſhonoured ; not on- 
| ly by the falſe accuſations, with which he was charged; 
but allo by the znſamous company, with whom he was 
numbered. Did my Lord imagine, that theſe tales 
| were really believed, even by the warmeſt advocates 
| for holy writ? No: he muſt know in his conſcience, 
that they never were received by the generality of di- 
vines; neither are mentioned by authors of diſcern- 
nent, unleſs it be to confute and reject them. — How- 
er, be they credited or not, it was apprehended, 
they might ſerve a purpoſe. But whether it be the 
burpole of integrity, unpartiality, and truth, I leave 
to the determination of others. 


Still it is urged, That theſe ſcriptures are © full of 
additions, interpolations, and tranſpoſitions 1.“ — 


us, 


* See pag. 8 5. 86. 88 —102,—108. 109. 

would by no means indulge a petulaat or cenſorious hu- 
mour Yet I canno forbcar thinking, that the ſcriptures are 
too often depretiated in his Lordſhip's performance; ſome- 
Y Ag by-ſ2-er ; ſometimes by cavi/; and ſometimes even by 
1314 approbation, or a c9unter/eit ſort of praiſe. Such as, 
the foundations of Chriſtianity have been laid in truth,“ 
Fag M 3 —< Palſages which /-e-2 tavuurable to the doctrine 
ot rhe Trinity,” Pag 98 —Though I ſhould be loath to 
ect any teſtimony, in favour of Chriſtianity ; ſtill more 
_ to give up ſo eminent a name as Lord B eto the Dei- 
wo Party; yet I cannot prevail upon myſelf to acknowledge, 
, we are much, if at all obliged to him, for theſe poor, je- 
2 cold compliments Such a teſtimony, and ſuch compli- 
i, are juſt as ſerviceable to the momentous cauſe, as a 
f es tooth is ſerviceable to the eater, or a foot out of joint to 
e walker. Prov. xxv. 19. They are, in truth, mere Jara 
Sor, as Mr Pope more ſtrongly expreſſes the ſentiment, 
They damn with faint praiſe, 


+ Pag. 95. 96. 
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That they are fu// of additions, is more eaſily aſſerted, 
than evinced. I can find but one inſtance ſpecified by 


his Lordſhip. Which is the account © of the dea 

&.and ſepulture of Mo/es, with a ſort of funeral pa- 
« negyric *,” recorded in the laſt chapter of Deutero- 
nomy. Here it is taken for granted, that we are re- 
duced to a terrible dilemma, —either to own, that this 
paragraph was written by Moſes himſelf; and then we 
may expect to hear of impoſſibility and abſurdity ;— 
or elſe, that it is all /uppoſetitions ; and then the ſcrip- 
tures muſt have paſſed through tampering fingers, and 
ſuffered adulteration ?—But ſuppoſe this ſmall appen- 
dix was made by Jaſbua,; a man, whoſe mind was 
illuminated, and his hand guided, by the Spirit of 
the Moſt High? Does ich an addition deſerve to be 
branded with an {gnominious, or even brought into 
diſeſteem by a /#/p:crous character? — Or, what if ſome 
other prophet, Whoſe name is unknown, ſuperadded 
this valuable anecdote? Is the concealment of the 


penman's name ſufficient to impeach the genuineneſs, 
e! 


or invalidate the authority, of the paſſage ? eſpecially, 
ſince it has been approved by other inſpired writers, 
and received the /mprimatur of the Holy Ghoſt ? —I 
know not 9 is the printer of his Lordſhip's two vo- 
lumes; yet, though ignorant of this circumſtance, 
for other very ſatis factory reaſons, I have no doubt but 
they are the genuine productions of his pen. 

My Lord would have done well to conſider, -whe- 
ther it was a probable or a practicable thing, to inter- 
folate a ſet of books, which were ſtudied with fo 
much accuracy, and kept with ſo much vigilance; 
the number of whoſe verſes, eſpecially in the Penta- 
teuch, was computed; and the arrangement of the very 
letters known. Whether, after the coming of Chriſt, 
the jealous eye waich the Fews and Chriſtians had on 
each other, was not an unſurmountable bar againſt 
any innovations or material alterations? As for tran/+ 
pofitions, they are uſed by the molt approved hiſtorians, 
When uſed with judgment, they redound to the re- 
putation of the writer, and increaſe the pleaſure of 
the reader. And would his Lordihip make that a diſ- 
paragement of the ſacred narrative, which is a recom- 
mendation of any ordinary compoſition ? 

But my Lord imagines, that he has fourid out a 
ſubſtantial reaſon for the aforementioned diſtinction ; 
— has detected ſuch mpreprieties in the ſacred narra- 
tive, as “ contradict all our notions of order and of 
« jultice f. He produces, by way of /pecimen, the 
cale of Noah denouncing a curſe upon Canaan.— This, 
it ſeems, is the capital abſurdity ; this the glaring er- 
ror; which, he concludes, is ſufficient to uncanonize 
the hiſtories of the Old Te/tament, and degrade their 
writers from the claſs of inſpiration.— This, therefore, 
if your Ladyſhip pleaſes, we will examine a little more 
particularly. 


The charge in general is thus expreſſed. - One is 
« tempted to think, that the patriarch was ſtill 
« drunk; and that no man in his ſenſes could hold 
« ſuch language, or paſs ſuch a ſentence.” — Was I at 
leiſure to criticiſe upon words, I ſhould be tempted to 
obſerve, that the diction, © no man could Hd ſuch 
language, may be French, but is ſcarcely Engliſh, 
However, from the expreſſion I pals to the ſentiment. 
— This, for candour and ſolidity, is much like the re- 
flection of the Jews, on the memorable day of Pente- 
coſt. When the apoſtles addreſſed the inhabitants of 
various countries, each in his own native tongue; 
ſome of their hearers aſcribed this miraculous ability 
to what? we are amazed, when we read. —to the 12- 
toxicating power of wine . Strange! that exceſſive 
drinking, which incapacitates other people for taik- 
ing common ſenſe, ſhould enable the diſciples of CHRIST 
to ſpeak all kinds of languages! — Is it not equally 
ſtrange, that a drunken diſorder ſhould enable the 
patriarch to deliver prophecies, 22d :toretell 7uture 


+ Pag. 110. $ Ads ii. 13. 


* Pag. 102. 
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events! which (as I hope to prove) was the real im- 
port of the ſpeech. 

Perhaps, this curſe may ſeem to be the effect, it not 
of diſorderly indulgence, yet of irtemperate paſſion. 
And how incompatible is this with the character of a 

reacher of righteouſneſs? Surely Noah fhouid not 
— been ſo forward to call for the thunderbolts of 
vengeance. Any benevolent man, much more a pious 
rogenitor, would rather have deprecated the blow.— 
Sr, his Lordſhip did not ſtart this objection ; 
which would have been much more plauſible, and 
much leſs ſhocking. To this, in caſe it had been 
ſtarted, we might reply, — That Noah acted as the 
oracle of GOD. This, and many other ſuch patlages, 
which ſeem to be imprecations, are really pred::ons. 
Holy men ſpoke, as they were influenced by the Spi- 
rit ; and uttered, not the ſuggeſtions of their own 
minds, but the will of almighty GO D.—Which in- 
clines me to think, it might be no leſs proper, and 
much more ſuitable to the prophetic ſtyle, if we tranſ- 
lated ſuch paſſages, as indicativet, rather than 1mpera- 
tives; making them declaratory of what is decreed in 
the cabinet of heaven, and will as certainly take place, 
as if it already exiſted. Curſed 7s, rather than be, 
Canaan. Blefled of the LORD ii, inſtead of be, 
his land, Deut. xxxiii. 13. Thus //a:ah, foretelling 
the incarnation of that wonderful and adorable per- 
ſon, whom he ſtyles the mighty G O D, ſays, To us a 
4 child is born *; ſo calling the things that are not, 
as though they were, Such a manner of ſpeaking 
would remove from this particular paſlage, all that 
ſounds har/h, or ſeems uncharitable; and would, in 
the general, impart an unequalled majeſty \ to the lan- 
guage of ſcripture. 

It was GOD then, and not man, from whom this 
avenging ſentence came. And G OD, to ſhew his 
utter deteſtation of all iniquity, to manifeſt his ſin- 
gular delight in all virtue, frequently takes occaſion 
to denounce vengeance, or promiſe happineſs, when 
ſome notorious evil is committed, or ſome laudable 
good performed. And was there not a moſt noto- 
rious evil committed here ? Charity, ſays the apo- 
ſtle, covereth all things | ; draws a veil over the va- 
rious infirmities of every common neighbour. But 
this man (man ſhall I fay ? rather moniter of ingrati- 
tude) ſees the ſhame of a father,—an aged || father, — 
a pious father; and inſtead of concealing, when he co- 
meth forth, he telleth it. Fools they are, abandoned 
profligates, that make a mock at fin. What name then 
can be bad enough tor a profane and unnatural wretch, 
who makes ſport with a parent's folly, a parent's ſin- 
fulneſs, a parent's miſery ?—Surely this was a moſt 
flagrant violation of filial reverence, fihal love, and 
filial duty J. Which not only implied ſo many par- 


TS 

+ Bleſſed be, is what any holy perſon might ſay, and compre- 
hends no more than a ſupplicatory benediftion. Bleſſed is, 
ſuits only the mouth of a prophet, and implics an authoritative 
bleſſing. | 

t 1 Cor, xiii, 7. e it This is one article in the fineſt 
diſplay of ſocial virtue that ever was exhibited to the world; 
and ſhould, I think, be tranſlated (not bezreth, but) covereth 
or concealeth all things. The natural import of the word juſti- 
fies, and the context evidently requires this ſenſe. Otherwiſe, 
the firſt and laſt clauſes of the verſe will coincide in their 
meaning, or rather make an unmeaning tautology. 

|| Lev. xix. 32. 

+ The turpitude and immorality of this offence will appear 
in blacker colours, if we conſider the very peculiar reverence, 
which, in thoſe days of primitive ſimplicity, was paid to any 
aged perſon, much more to an aged parent. 

Credebant hoc grande nefas, et morte piandum, 
Si juvenis vetulo non aſſurrexerat, et ſi | 
Barbato cuicunque puer. Juven. Satyr. XIII. 

We may ſee, from that awful threatening, Prov. xxx. 17. 
with what extreme deteſtation the moſt holy G0 D reſents 
ſuch an unnatural behaviour. The eye that MOCXK ETH AT 
HIS FATHER, and deſpiſeth to obey bis mother, the ravens 
of the valley ſhall pick it out, and the young eagle ſball eat it. 


REMARKS on BOLINGBROKESs LETTER: 


ticular offences, cach attended with its reſpeftive ms; 
but indicated the offender to be deſtitute of % guilt, 
For, to argue in the apoſtle's ſtrain, how coul . 
man venerate a father in heaven, whom he had this 
ſeen; it he was fo irreverent to a father on Km 
whom he had icen ? carth, 


But ſuppoſing the turpitude and immorality of t. 

: * the 
action to be very enormous, and ſuch as deſerved fo 
ſignal vengeance; the vengeance, it is ohjected wie 
miſapplied. For [7am alone offended : Cangas Mes 
innocent,“ —My Lord is not ſure that Canzyy "her 
innocent, though he aſſerts it pretty conſidently Th. 
contrary notion has obtained among the Jever. Ther 
apprehend, that Canaan was firſt in the tranſorefſicr. 
and, inſtead of being reproved, was imitated by 15 
father. Biſhop Patrick, Mr Pecole, and other Aden 
commentators, think this to be no improbable opinion 

If his Lordſhip was unacquainted with the He 
he will ſcarcely be thought qualiſied to pronounce 7 
peremptorily concerning à caſe related in that lan. 

age. If he was acquainted with the original, he acts 

omewhat unfairly in ſaying, „ This notion is not 
* only without, but againſt the expreſs authority of 
& the text “.“ For he muſt know, that it receives 
ſome countenance even from the text itſelf. I would 
by no means offend your Ladyſhip's eyes, with any 
rugged figures, or uncouth quotations. But you 
may venture to believe me, when I aſſure you, that 
the moſt exact tranſlation of ver. 24. is, Noah te 
what his ſon had done to him, the or that little are f. 
Ham could not ſo properly be ſtyled the little one; fince 
he was the middlemoſt, and is always placed in that 
order ; Shem, Ham, Fapheth. But the deſcription a- 
grees perfectly well with Canaan, the grandſon of 
Noah,; and it was cuſtomary among the Feros, to call 
the grandchildren, the /ons of their grandfather t. 

Canaan, it is added, * was alone curſed.”—The 
words would run ſmoother, if tranſpoſed in this man- 
ner, Canaan alone was curſed. As for the fad, that 
wants ſome better confirmation than my Lord's bare 
aſſertion. To me it is evident, that Ham was not ex- 
empted from the curſe. What ? If it did not fall up- 
on him in perſon ? yet to be puniſhed in his offspring 
muſt be very a fecting, and no leſs afiiding. 

But hold; my Lord has foreſtalled us in this reply, 
Inſtead of waiting for it, or acquieſcing in it; he plays 
it upon us, with an air of triumph. Will it be faid, 
* —this has been ſaid, — that Ham was puniſhed in 
« his poſterity .“ —It has; and, with his Lordſhip's 
leave, I will venture to fay it again. Nor ſhould l, 
in caſe Lord Bolingbroke was alive, have went farther 
than his own breaſt, for a prof of my aſſertion. Would 
he, with all his exalted ideas of /iberty, have thought 
it no puniſhment on himſelf, provided he had been the 
father of children, to have heard them doomed to a 
ſtate of /avery ; nay, to be, as he very rightly explains 
the ſacred phraſe, © the vileſt and worſt of flaves!” 
—eſpecially if, like Ham, he was appointed, in the 
courſe of providence, to be the father of ſeveral na. 
tions? —and if the doom had been pronounced by 3 
perſon, of whoſe prophetic ſpirit there was ſo 1ncon- 


teſtable an evidence, as the univerſal inundation was 
of Noah's. | 


Nay, it ſhould ſeem from this text, as though all nature was 
ready to teſtify its abhorrence of ſuch a crime ; and, rather 


than it ſhould efcape condign puniſhment, the moſt inſenſible 


animals would rife up to execute vengeance. Pag. 111. 
+ Though it would have been very unpolite, to quote fle- 
brew in writing to a Lady ; it may be judged proper, perm? 
be thought neceſſary, now the letter is made public, to produce 
the original expreffion ; that where an argument 15 dee | 
from the preci/? ſignification of the phraſe, the learned reader 
may examine and determine for himſelf, 79 113 Gen. il. 


24. The word hp is uſed of Benjamin, Jacobs younge 
ſon, and tranſlated à little one, Gen. xliv. 20. 
1 Chron. i. 17. 


Gen. xxix. 5. Pag. 111. 


gince my Lord has no more communication with us 
er our affairs, I appeal to any, to every parental heart. 
Let nature, -fond, co npaſſionate, yearning nature ſpeak, 
—whether the inflictioa of ſuch a penalty on the ſon, 
(gerhaps a favourite ſon, like Joſeph ), the ſon's ſons, 
and the lateſt poſterity ?—whether this be not properly 
a paniſhment of the father? waether the father mutt 
not feel by anticipation, what his wretched progeny 
muſt endure in reality? Nature once ſpoke to ſuch a 
ner y, and this was her language; O my ſon Abſalom ! 
my ſon, my ſon Abſalom! would GOD IF had died for 
thee! O Abſalom, my ſm, my ſon * Did hiſtory ever 
record, or poetry ever invent, ſo melancholy a moan ? 
[: breathes the very ſoul of wo; and exemplifies the 
{ntiment, which his Lordihip would explode. 

David, it is plain, was puniſhed in the calamitons 
exit of this young prince; in the diſaſters ſuſtained, 
and the diſorders committed, by his other children f. 
{1am thought himfelf puniſhed in the ruin which 
he brought upon the human race; and laments it, 
in the moſt pathetic terms, as the ſevereſt diſtreſs at- 
tending his · apoſtaſy . —One wiſer than Adam, one 

reater than David, whoſe whe. "wy is always ac- 
cording to truth, is evidently ot the ſame opinion; 
and, for that reaſon, has formed the ſanction of a moſt 
facred commandment, upon this very principle; He 
will viſit the iniquittes of the fathers upon the children, 
unto the third and fourth 2 of them that hate 
bin What G O D has to expreſsly threatened, he 
has actually done ; not on this only, but ON Various 
other emergencies. Thus Eſau ſuffered in his deſcend- 
ents ||; Jebu in his family |; and Hezetiah in his 
children + ? who all, like the Canaanztes, were children 
of their fathers diſobedience++; inheritors of their ſin, 
a5 well as of their name.—But this would anticipate 
the reply to another objection. 


Where is the equity of curling a people, that are 
yet unborn? Does not this © contradict all our no- 
« tions of order and of juſtice ??—lt may be contrary 
to our notions, or at leaſt it would be unjuſtifiable in 
our practice; but is quite otherwiſe with regard to 
the all ſeeing G O D. Is it not agreeable to the ſtrict- 
eſt rules of juſtice, for a magiſtrate, when he has heard 
the witneſſes, ſummed up the evidence, and found 
the priſoner guilty is it not agreeable to the ſtrict- 
ell rules of juſtice, to paſs ſentence upon ſuch a crimi- 
nal? The queſtion can admit of no doubt. Yet it is 
equally certain, that this was the very caſe with re- 
ference to the ſupreme Judge, and thoſe ſinners the 
Canaanites. They practiſed the groſſeſt and moſt inhu- 
man idolatries; they abandoned themſelves to the moſt 
horrid immoralities; ſuch as violated nature; confound- 
ed all order; and ſuch as it would be ſhocking even 
to mention =,—Now all theſe provoking crimes were 
preſent to the view of HIM, by whoſe intpiration Noah 
ſpakc. He ſaw them with the ſame circumſtantial ex- 
actneſs, as if they had been already perpetrated. Let 
us take theſe very important particulars into conſidera- 
tion, the exceſſive wickedneſs of thele nations, and the 
all-foreſeeing diſcernment of JEHOVAH ; and then who 
will dare to inſinuate, that the everlaſting Sovereign 


* 2 Sam. xviii. 33. + 2 Sam. Xii. 10. 

1 ee the whole of Ad im's diſconſolate complaint; part of 
wluich are the following lines: 
Yet well, if here would end 
The miſery; 1 deſerv'd it, and would bear 
My own deſervings : but this will not ſerve. 
All that I eat, or drink, or ſhall beget, 
Is propagated curſe. O voice ! once heard 
Deſighiſully, Increaſe and multiply: 
Now death to hear! Parad. Loſt, book X. 725. 


Fa. Compare Cen. xxvii. 40. with 2 Sam. viii. 14. Thou ſhalt 
2 thy brother ; here is the ſentence. All they of Edom 
*came David's ſervants ; here its execution, 


Pe EEE 


+ Hoſ. i. 4. + IC. xxxix. 6. 7. 
+ Morum gquoque fil, Juv. Sat. XIII. 
N® XXI. v. xvili. 24. 
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acted unjultly ? that he launched the lightnings of his 
indignation, in an arbitrary manner, or upon an in- 
nocent people: Who will be fo precipitate, as to af- 
firm with my Lord, that “ no other writer but a 
« 7ew, could impute to the ceconomy of divine Pro- 
4 vidence the accompliſhment of ſuch a prediction; 
* nor make the Supreme Being the executor of ſuch 
es acurle * 

The former of thoſe circumſtances will appear in a 
proper light, what his Lord{hip calls, “ cruelties com- 
« mitted by Jaſbua in the conqueſt of the Canaan- 
« tes,” It will make them appear to be acts of righ- 
teous vengeance ; a much-needed and moſt deſirable ex- 
tirpation of a peſtzlent people; altogether as ſervice- 
able to the public, as it was formerly, to deſtroy the 
wolves from our illand; or as it is, at preſent, to de- 
liver over ſome Zagitious malefactors to the ſentence 
of the law.—Yet the execution of this vengeance was 
delayed, year after year, century after century. The 
ſeed of Abraham, for ſeveral ages, were not permitted 
to enter upon the polleſlion of their deſtined inheri- 
tance; becauſe the iniquity of the Amorites, which was 
the cauſe of their extermination, was not yet full +. 
— Does it then beſpeak the man of integrity, to repre- 
ſent thoſe proceedings of Jeſbua, under the abhorred 
image of cruelties ; which were acts of a juſtice, ex- 
emplary, ſalutary, and greatly to be revered © Is it be- 
coming an honeſt 1nquirer after truth, to ſuggeſt, with- 
out the leaſt ſhadow of proof, a /elfi/b and malignant 
reaſon, for the deſtruction of the Canaamtes ; when 
a reaſon, the molt equitable in its nature, the malt be- 
neficial in its conſequences, is expreſsly and repeat- 
edly aſſigned by the ſacred hiſtorian f ?—This I refer 
to your Ladyſhip's deciſion; who, I am ſure, will not 
err on the uncharitzble extreme; yet, I believe, wil} 
find it diflicult, with all your good-nature, to acquit the 
author of theſe letters from the charge of diſingenuity. 

May I not add,—this way of foretelling, yet re- 
acious both in itſelf, 
and in its conſequences ?—1z itſelf; becauſe a reprieve 
is always reckoned an alleviation of the ſentence, e- 
ven though it be not the forerunner of a pardon.—1: 
its conſequences ; becaule it aftorded large ſpace for re- 
collection, and ſhould have awakened the offenders to 
a ſenſe of their guilt. It ſhould have incited them to 
uſe all poſſible diligence to avert the doom, both by a 
perſonal returmation, and by educating their families 
religiouſly. Why did they not act as king Ahab 
acted ||, and argue as the men of Nineveh argued |, 
in a following age, bat on a like occaſion ?—Inſead 
of this, inſtead of betaking themſelves to conſidera- 
tion and prayer, to repentance and amendment, they 
ran to the ſame, to greater excels of ungodlineſs. | 

So that theſe peoplc, being evidently inheritors of 
their father's ſinful nature, and obſtinately perſiſting in 
their father's ſinful ways, were mz/t deſervedly partakers 
of his curſe. And though GOD is that uncontrollable 
Sovereign, who giveth not, is under no obligation to 
give, account of any of his matters ++ ; though he often 
has reaſons for his diſpeaſations abſolutely unſearch- 
able by any mortal ; yet here he 1s clearly vindicated 

Pag. 110. : + Gen. xv. 16. 

+ Gen. xv. 16. Deut. ix. 5. FOR THE WICKE D- 
NESS of thoſe narions, the LORD thy GOD doth drive 
them out from before thre, Ste alſo Lev. xvüi. 2g, Where 
the ſacred writer deſcribes their execrable and unparallelled 
vileneſs, by one of the ſtrongeſt and boldeſt figures imaginable, 
So vile they were, that the very country loathed them; was 
weary to bear them; and acted like a diſguſted nauſeating 
ſtomach, when oppreſſed with foul and ottenfive food: The 
land it/elf vomiteth out her inhabitants. Let no /queamiſh critic 


| betray his /al/e taſte, and worſe temper, by carping at the 


expreſſion. But let all be aſtoniſhed at the outrageons im- 
piety of the Canaanites; and adore the vindictive arm of J E- 
HOV AH, and acknowledge, that ſuch horrible miſereunts 
were (not for ſome reaſons of ſtate, as my Lord is pleaſed to 
inſinuate, deemed only, but were) really, and on the moſt ſub- 
ftantial principles of juſtice, an accurſed race, Pag. 112. 

| 1 Kings xxi. 27. 29. + Jonah ili, 9. ++ Job xxxiii. 13. 
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even before men,—even before the ſinners themſelves. 
They themſelves muſt confeſs the juſtice of their 
doom; and own, that GOD hath done righteoufly, but 
they have done wickedly ; that GOD has ſhewed all 
long-ſuffering, and given full warning before the blow 
fell, Whereas they, notwithſtanding this forbearance 
and this admonition, have continued incorrigible; 
and without any other change, but that of becoming 
more conſummately vile. 

Agreeably to all this, and conformably to the moſt 
acknowledged rules of equity, it 1s declared by the 
facred hiſtorian, that the Amorites, the deſcendents of 
Canaan, ſuffered not till they had filled up the meaſure 
of their iniquities *; their own, as well as their father's. 
All which, I ſhould imagine, is ſufficient, not only 
to juſtify the counſels, but to glorify the judgments, 
of the great JEHOVAH); ſufficient alſo to ſatisfy 
any inquirer, who is (as my Lord very handſomely 
expreſſes himſelf) . candid but not implicit, willing 
« to be informed yet curious to examine.” 


My Lord's curigſity to examine, ſhall I ſay? or his re- 

ſolution to be diſſatisfied ? proceeds ſtill farther. Ac- 
cordingly he adds, Who does not fee, that the 
« curſe and the puniſhment, in this caſe, fell on Ca- 
«< naan and his poſterity, excluſively of the reſt of the 
e poſterity of Ham y? The particle gf, ſo frequently 
repeated in a ſingle ſentence, can hardly be admired 
as an elegance] of ſpeech. But, taking no more notice 
of ſuch little blemiſhes, I ſhall confider the weight, 
not the poliſh, of his Lordſhip's ER for 
this argument, I verily think, when laid in the balance 
of impartiality and candour, it will be found wanting. 
For, admitting the objection in its full ſcope, what 
follows? Why, that the righteous G O D pardoned 
me criminals, when he might juſtly puniſh al/. 
And if it ſhould have pleaſed the ſupreme Judge to 
repeal the ſentence, and remit the penalty, with regard 
to ſome offenders, who ſhall arraign his conduct ? who 
ſhall cenſure his providence ? To exerciſe N is his 
great prerogative; an act not of debt, but of royal 
bounty, which he exerciſes, when and to hm it 
ſeemeth good in his 1 7 Iwill have mercy on whom 
1 will have mercy ||, is his high and holy reſolve. 

I might therefore anſwer his Lordſhip's queſtion, by 
aſking another; which I might propoſe, in the plain 
but /lemn words of our LORD JESUS CHRIST: 
« If theſe are ſpared, while thoſe are puniſhed, what 
« js that to thee? Is thine eye evil, becauſe GOD is 
% good? But I ſhall rather reply to the objection, 
by denying the fact. The puniſhment was not con- 
fined to Canaan and his poſterity. It reached the 0- 
ther deſcendents of Ham; Miſraim himſelf, the father 
of the Egyptians, (as will be ſhewn in a proper place), 
not excepted. Canaan, tis true, is particularly men- 
tioned. —Becauſe he was (as from this very circumſtance 
is extremely probable) an accomplice I with Ham, in 
the breach of filial duty. Becauſe this branch of the 
family was more than ordinarily corrupt, nay, beyond 
meaſure vitious,—Becauſe the Canaanites were, in the 


* Gen, xv. 16. + Pag. 110. 112. 

t This, and one or two preceding remarks of the ſame na- 
ture, are ſcarcely worth our notice, Neither ſhould I have 
mentioned them, had they not fell in my way; and were it 
not to put a query upon the popular notion, that his Lord- 


ſhip's ſtyle is ſo correct, elegant, and noble, as to be a ftand- , 


ard for fine writing. It cannot, in my apprehenſion, juſtly 
claim this honour. If others think differently, I leave them 
ro enjoy their opinion; and ſhall not (though it would be 
eaſy enough to multiply proofs) add a word more upon the 
ſubject. I Rom, ix. 16. 

J This is rendered ſtill more credible, by that particularity 
of ſtyle, which the ſcripture uſes in ſpeaking of Ham. Ham 
the father of Canaan, Gen. ix. 18. 22. Why of Canaan ſo 
cſpecially ? Had he noother children, no other ſons !—Several 
other. But this diſtinction ſeems to be a brand of infamy ſet 
upon the offender ; and intimates, that he who was father of 
Canaan by blood, was his partner, was his brother in iniquity, 
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firſt place, and in the ſulleſt manner 

fects of the mea Mis eli charms the ct. 
commiſſion to execute the vengeance on this with x 
only, had no occaſion to concern himſelf with root 
ther. Juſt as the ſheriff of a county, demandin 4 
body of a condemned malefactor, produces the d the 
warrant for ig execution; without intermeddlin 10 
thinking himſelf under any neceſſity to interm . 
with the other priſoners in the jail.— This Ras le, 
a new, and, if 1 Judge mg, by far the moſt import. 
ant inquiry; namely, whether the curſ | 
as well as . © Wat executed, 


As I haſten to the proof of this particul 
embarraſſes and n me with a freſh obflact, * 
himſelf has thought proper to inform us, « wh * 
* polterity of Canaan was to be deemed an —＋ 4 
race.“ But he lets the world know, “ it is not i 
« eaſy to account, why the poſterity of the ri b. 

teous Sem, that great example of filial reverenc 6 
„became ſlaves to another branch of the famil o 
Ham, during more than fourſcore years IT am 
by no means convinced, that the point propoſed en. 
ters into the merits of our cauſe. Should the reaſons 
for this diſpenſation remain an impenetrable ſecret 
yet, if we clear up the propriety, and demonſtrate the 
equity, of the curſe denounced, we compaſs our main 
end, and contute the grand cenſure. However, 33 
the queſtion is preſented, it ſhall be conſidered: and 
though his Lordſhip ſhould affect to /reer, I chuſe rn. 
ther, in imitation of thoſe noble writers, whoſe dig- 
nity I would aflert, to be ſerious. : 

Why were the Iſraelites ſojourners in Egyet?—A 
reaſon occurs, that is worthy of a gracious G O D, and 

eatly for the public good : That they might e 
thither the knowledge of the everlaſting JEHOVAH 
and of the promiſed MESSIAH; of the only ac. 
ceptable method of worſhip, and the only cual way 
of ſalvation.— As Egypt was the parent of literature 
and the fountain-head of ſcience ; as men of letters 
and curioſity came, from all parts of the world, to 
complete their ſtudies at Egypt ; if theſe heavenly 
doctrines were received T 7 f RE, they would be 
more likely, ſome ſtreams of them at leaſt, to be 
transfuſed into all climes, and improve every nation. 
So that the people of the LORD, the only depoli- 
taries of divine philoſophy, were ſettled in this land 
of general reſort, with much the ſame wiſe and bene- 
ficent views, as the ableſt profeſſors of learning are 
placed at our famous univerſities, 

But why were they /aves in Egypt *—This might 
be to try them, and to humble them ; to ſhew them 
what was in their heart, and to purge out their drols, 
We are taught in ſcripture, that the Almighty chaſtens 
whom he loves, and ſcourges the men whom he re- 
ceiveth to himſelf. Even the Heathen claſſics, my 
Lord's favourite authors, have frequently remarked, 
That adverſity is a ſchool, in which both private per. 
ſons and public ſocieties have learned the moſt heroic 
virtues. —Beſides, this might be intended to animate 
and inſpirit the 1/rae/:tes for their invaſion of Canaan. 
They were, in the general, a ſupine and grovelling | 
ſet of people. Had they been ſettled in a ſtate tole- 
rably eaſy, or in territories that were but moderately 
commodious, they might never have aſpired after the 
land flowing with milk and honey ; never have made 
any reſolute efforts to poſſeſs their deſtined inheritance. 
But, being driven by the laſh, and inſtigated by the 

oad, of pungent galling ſlavery, they were even con- 
ained to burſt the SET and puſh their way to 


* Pag. 112. | 
Let none imagine, that the wiſdom of GON is impeach- 
ed, by ſelecting to himſelf a people of this character. His 
clemency, his forbearance, and all thoſe benign perfections, 
which are ſo neceſſary for the ſalvation of ſinners, are hereby 
2 with peculiar advantage, and to our unſpeakable con- 
Olation. 0 


nd Canaan. Their inſupportable ſlavery was 
— like bending the bow, and Galle the 
ling, in order to launch the arrow. —Farther, G O D 
almighty aſſures Abraham, that his ſeed, though en- 
faved for a while, ſhould come out of their bondage 
1b great ſubſtance * ; with the filver, the gold, the 
kh and the choicelt treaſures of Egypt. So that, 
hen labouring for their taſkmaſters, they were, in 
. +, labouring for themſelves. The wealth of the 
f 'cfſors was laid up for the oppreſſed. And the 
Kaon of cheir aſſliction in the enemies country, was 
ike the rigorous cold of winter ; which, far from ob- 
ſructing, only makes preparation, for the bloſſoms of 
ſpring, and the fruits of autumn.—Theſe conſide- 
tions might have ſolved the difficulty to his Lord- 
ſhip, as a politician. $6 
Other reaſons are ſuggeſted by our divines; which, 
if my Lord had thought it worth his while to regard, 
might have given better ſatisfaction, and yielded more 
edification. They would have reminded the Right 
Hmourable queriſt, —that ſuch a gloomy aſpect of the 
Jewiſh affairs, made way for the brighteſt manifeſta- 
tion of G O D's glorious attributes; of his power, in 
reſcuing them from their tyrannical rulers; of his 
ſaithfulneſo; in fulfilling his promiſe made to their fa- 
chers; of his goodneſs, in ſupporting and conducting 
them; #eeping them, amidſt the molt formidable dan- 
gers, as the apple of an eye ; and bearing them, even 
through the moſt inſuperable dithcultics, as on eagle 
wings f. This alſo opened 2 moſt conſpicuous theatre, 
for that amazing train of miracles, which have been, 
in all ages, as ſerviceable to the faith of Chriſtians, as 
they were formerly conducive to the welfare of the 
Jews —They would farther have informed his Lord- 
ſhip, and have confirmed their opinion by apoſtolical 
authority, that the whole of this molt wonderful 
tranſaction was typical of ſpiritual things Was a ſeries 
of living leſſons, delivered, according to the eaſtern 
method of conveying knowledge, in figures and em- 
blems. The Egyptain bondage was a reſemblance of 
our natural condition; which is a ſtate of the moſt 
abject ſlavery to ſin.— The arbitrary and injurious im- 
politions of the taſtmaſters ſhadow forth, though but 
faintly, the tyranny of unruly appetites, and zmpertous 
paſſions. That barbarous edict tor the deſtruction of 
all the infant males, fitly enough repreſents the genu- 
ine tendency of carnal and corrupt affections; which 
deltroy our true comfort, ſubvert our nobleſt intereſts, 
are as death to the joys and to the hopes of our ſouls. 
— Their deliverance from that miſerable ſtate, was an 
expreſſive ſign of our redemption from the guilt and 
the dominion of ſin J. Both which the LORD 
JESUS accompliſhes; the one by price, the other 
by power : not by ſlaying the firſt-born, but by ſhed- 
ding his own blood; not by ſoftening rocks into a 
liream, but taking away the heart of ſtone ; not by 


* Gen. xv. 14. 

+ See Deut. xxxii. 10. 11. Theſe, I think, are moſt delight- 
ful and inimitably-delicate repreſentations. Let the pious critic 
try, if he can conceive thoſe tender offices, that unintermitted 
vigilance, and affiduity of protecting cheriſbing cares, which 
are expreſſed in theſe fine images. For my part, I own myſelf 
incapable of deſcribing them; but moſt carneſtly wiſh, that 
every reader as well as myſelf may learn them in that beſt of 
ſchools, the ſchool of experience. 

t The divine writer to the Hebrews, makes the land of 
Canaan, typical of a better country, even of an heavenly, 

eb. xi. 16. xii. 22. According to the ſame author, the peace- 
ful ſettlement of the Iſraelites in Canaan, ſuggeſted to their 
thoughts, and pointed out to their faith, that everlaſting ref 
which remaineth for the people of G O D, Heb. iii. 4. 5. &c. 
vince the terminus ad quem (as the ſchoolmen ſpeak) is evident- 
ly myſtical and allegorical ; may we not conclude, that the 
7erminus a quo is myſtical and allegorical likewiſe ? Then it will 


follow, upon the cleareſt principles of analogy, that the inter- 


mediate ſteps and advances are of the ſame nature ; ſignifica- 
uve of refined and ſpiritual things, under earthly and ſenſible 


15. Th, if I miſtake not, is put beyond all doubt, 1 Cor. 
1. 2. &c. | 


REMARKS on BOLINGBROK E's 


LET TERA 519 


turning the current of Jordan backward, but by turn- 
ing all our deſires into a new channel. — The many 
troubles and oppoſitions they met with in the wilder- 
neſs, exhibit a lively picture of the mole/tations that 
attend, and the temptations that aſſault, the Chriſtian. 


Trials await us. Snares are around us. Throu 

many conflicts, and much tribulation, we muſt enter in- 
to the kingdom of heaven. Only let us beware, leſt, like 
the ungrateful 1/raelites, we forget the GO D of our 
ſalvation, and fall after the ſame example of unbelief.— 
The cloud, that was ſpread over them by day, to in- 
tercept the glare, and ſcreen them from the heat of 
the ſun; the fire, that ſhone before them in the night, 
to chear the nocturnal darkneſs, and lead them through 
the trackleſs deſert ; were not theſe very amiable and 
exact emblems of our Saviour's merits, and of his 
holy word? The former of which are refre/hing to the 
guilty conſcience, as the veil of a thick interpoſing 
cloud is welcome to a traveler in ſultry climes. The 
latter is a light to our feet, and a lantern to our paths 
to guide us in the way everlaſting. —Their paſſage 


through Jordan, the prieſts that bare the ark of the 


covenant going before them *, and ſtanding in the 
midſt of the river, till all the congregation were paſſed 
over; this very emphatically pretigured our great 
High Prieſt, bearing our ſins, fulfilling the law in our 
ſtead, aboliſhing death, and making it a ſafe as well as 
ſhort tranſition to life eternal. 

You will excuſe me, Madam, for expatiating upon 
theſe topics. They are ſo inviting, ſo pleaſing, fo 
comfortable, that I can hardly perſuade myſelf to 
leave them.—lIt any other parts of the epiſtle, through 
a kind of unhappy neceſſity almoſt inſeparable from 
controverſy, ſhould reſemble the a/perity of the therm; 
this, I hope, will bear ſome affinity to the fragrance 
of the ro/e. For which cauſe it is, that I chuſe only 
to touch, and but lightly touch, the one; while I 
would open the other into a full expanſion, and a rich 
effuſion. Let me add one more obſervation on this 
head, and I have done. It is apprehended, by very 
judicious perſons, that the puniſhment of the Eg yp- 
tians, and their total overthrow, may be a preſage of 
the miſery and ruin, which will ſooner or later fall 
upon individuals and nations, that reje the glorious 
goſpel, and viliſy its facred repoſitory THE BIBLE. 


If the reaſons I have offered, are neither tireſome, 
nor unſatisfactory to your Ladyſhip, I ſhall proceed 
the more chearfully to ſhew, that the curſe was exe- 
cuted, as well as pronounced. —Had it been the ſen/e- 
1 extravagance of a man intoxicated with liquor, or 
the raſh imprecation of a man heated with reſentment, 
or the deſigning interpolation of ſome crafty ſtateſman, 
would the holy, the gracious, the true G O D have ſet 
the broad ſeal of heaven to it? would H E, who over- 
rules all events, have /ufered it to ſucceed, —have 
commanded it to ſucceed, —nay, have brought it himſelf 
to paſs, by a mighty hand, and ſtretched-out arm? 
Impoſſible to conceive!—It therefore it was really 
brought to paſs, and with a ſurpriſing punctuality, 
and not by any competency of human means, but by 
the moſt evident diſplay of divine power, this will be 
ſuch a proof of its credibility, its reaſonableneſs, and 
equity, as no one, who thinks reverently of the Deity 
can deny. | 

Canaan was to be a ſervant to Shem.—This was ac- 
compliſhed, when the [/rae/ites, the deſcendents of 
Shem, conquered the land of Canaan, flew thirty of 
its kings 4, and took poſſeſſion of their cities; when 
the Cilontes particularly, who compoſed one of their 
principal ſtates , became hewers of wood, and drawers 
of water, to the congregation || ; or, in other words, 
the moſt menial ſervants to the loweſt of the people. 

By what inſtruments was this extraordinary revolu- 


* See Joſh, iii. 13. 14. &c. 
+ Toſh, xii, i. 24. 


+ Joſh. x. 2. | Joſh. ix. 27. 
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tion wrought,? by one of the fineſt arinies in the 
calt or welt? marſhalled by the braveſt officers, and 
headed by the moſt experienced general? No; but 
of a raw, undiſciplined, enſlaved people ; who were 
deſtitute of military ſkill, and without any perſonal 
qualifications, or warlike apparatus for ſo diſlicult, ſo 
dangerous an enterprize. 

Throuzh what obſtacles was it begun, carried on, and 
completed? — In ſpite of the attempts of one potent 
monarch to detain them in ſervitude; in ſpite of the 
reſolution of ſeveral combined kings, to diſpute with 
them every inch of ground to the laſt drop of their 
blood. A deep river, and an arm of the fea mult be 
croſled, by ſix hundred thouſand men, with their 
wives, their children, their cattle; and without any 
veſſel to tranſport them, or any bridge to tranſmit 
them.—They muſt dwell, forty years, in a deſolate, 
inhoſpitable, barren wilderneſs ; which was inteſted 
by ravenous beaſts, and fiery flying ſerpents; in 
which there was neither water, nor corn, nor any 
fort of accommodation for abode, or ſuſtenance for 
lite. 

How were all theſe difficulties ſurmounted *—Not by 
the arm of fleſh ; this was utterly impracticable; but 
by the moſt aſtoniſhing interpoſition of Omnipotence. 
The Ag yptian tyrant is humbled, and brought to 
their terms, by the iniliction of ten tremendous plagues. 
— The waters of the river are dried up, and the waves 
of the great dcep are divided, fo as to yield them a 
ſafe unobſtructed * paſſage. — A ſtream guthes even 
from the hard rock; and gives them drink, as it had 
been out of the great depths. —Prodigious quantities of 
manna + deſcend, with every morning-dew ; and ſup- 
ply them, not from the garner, but from heaven, 
with their daily bread. — Vaſt flights of quails arrive, 
with every ſetting ſun; and drop, like a bird ſhot 
through the wing, in the nud/? of their camp, and 
round about their habitations,—The walls of an im- 
pregnable city fall to the ground, at the blait of rams 
horns ||. The ſun ſtands ſtill in the midſt of heaven, 
at the voice of a man 4. All the hoſts of the nations, 
with all their weapons of war, are driven aſunder as 
the foam upon the waters, and cut off as the tops of the 
ears of corn. 

And is it probable, can it be poſſible, that every 
element, and all nature, ſhould not only concur, but 
alter their eſtabliſbed courle, depart from the fundamen- 
tal laws of thcir creation, on purpoſe to ratify, what 


* He led them through the deep, encumbered as they were 
with their kneading-troughs, and ſarrounded with frightful 
billows, as an horſe in the wilderneſs ; with as much eaſe and 
/pirit, as ſome courageous courſer makes his way through 
(7379) a plain, open, champaign country. If. Ixiii, 13, 

+ We are not to think, that the manna took its name from 
any reſemblance to the medicinal drug, which, among us, is fo 
commonly known, and ſo frequently uſed. It is rather deri- 
ved from the abrupt expreſſion of the {ſraelitzs, on their firſt 
beholding this wonderful food. They cried out with amaze- 
ment, N Man Hu? What is this? Which exclamation, 
denoting their own ſurpriſe, and the unexpected as well as un- 
parallelled nature of the gift, became both a memorial of the 
one, and a denomination of the other. 

+ This is deſcribed with the utmoſt vigour and beauty, in 
that ſublime piece of ſacred poetry, Pfal. IXxviii. 27. 28. He 
rained fleſh upon them as duſt, and winged ( here lies a peculiar 
emphaſis, and thus ſhould the original 44 A be tranſlated, 
winged) fowl like as the ſand of the ſea. Yet, though they 
were furniſhed with wings, and therefore might eaſily eſcape, 
they neglected to make uſe of their natural powers. They fell 
round the 1ſfrazlitiſh tents, like the rain from heaven, which 
returneth not; and like the ſand of the ſhore, which cannot be 
numbered. Rs 

This whole pſalm is a manifeſt proof of the obſervation, 
which was made in a preceding paragraph, —That the hiftorica! 
and doctrinal paſſages of ſcripture are like the deed and its 
counter-part, in their ſubſtance exa#ly correſponding ; and, 
like the links of the ſame chain, in their connection ab/elute!y 
inſeparable. 


| Joſh. vi. + Joſh. x. 12. 12. 


Gen. xvi., 12. xxiv. 27. 


was bolted out by the patriarch in a drun 


* | | len rer 
foiitcd into the text by ſome Hebrew Mac el, or 


hiaveliane 


Canaan was to be ſervant alſo to Japheth. p 
to this prediction, did not the Greet; and Row 0 
derive their lineage from Fapheth, make _ * 
malters of the reſidue of Canaan ®? Tyre built k elves 
Sidonians, and Thebes * by Cadmus, were both d i he 
ed by Alexander the Grecian, Carthage, mg 44 
Dido, was, after a long ſucceſſion of lofles — 7 
effuſion of blood, demoliſhed by Scipio the J 
Winch loſſes made Hannibal, a child of Canag omay, 
out, with a mixture of aſtoniſhment and deſpond * 
Agnoſco fortunam Carthagims ! i. e. + © ] ee , mY 
„ the hand of deſtiny working, I ſee that wares m 
&« halting to its accompliſhment, in theſe dreadf, wy 
“ lamitics ſuſtained by Carthage!“ {UL Ch: 

If theſe facts are true, which have the unar; 
conſent of hiſtorians for their ſupport, what I mu 
ſay of his Lordſhip's aflertion, © that Canagy _ 
* ſervant to Shem, though not to Fapheth te» The 
I am apprehenſive, will be found as falſe, 4H the fo 
lowing objection is weak, In which he urges wo 
&© Canaan was ſervant to one of his unclcs, not % 1 
* brethren . Such a cavil (for certainly it deſerve 
no better name) diſcovers an utter ignorance of x 
Hebrew phraſeology ; or elſe, a ftrange inatlention to i; 
1 would not ſay, an egregious miſrepreſentation of it 
thought every one had known, till Lord Bolingbroke un 
deceived me, that nothing is more common in the 
oriental idiom, than to expreſs any relatives of the 
male line, by the denomination of brethren |, 


rſuant 
„ Whn 


* « Alexander laid ſiege to this city, took it by ſtorm, and 
t entirely deſtroyed it; laying ninety thouſand of the inhabi. 
* tants, and ſelling the reſt, to the number of thirty thouſand 
more, into ſlavery.” Prideaux's Connetct. vol. I. p. 479 

+ Vid. Liv. lib, xxvii. ad finem. — A writer of the bett rt· 
pute, for elegant taſte, and penetrating judgment, thinks i 
more than probable, that Hannibal, in this diſpirited and hope- 
leſs acknowledgment, refers to the prophecy under conſiders 
tion: which will juſtify my free, though, I hope, not erro- 
neous tranſlation of the paſſage. What the ſame author a9 
is ſo very ingenious, and ſo appoſite to my purpoſe, that I wil 
beg leave to tranſcribe it. 

That the Romans were no ſtrangers to the ſame dirine 
4 oracle, appears from Virgil :” 


Progeniem ſed enim Tryano a ſanguine duci 
Audierat, Tyrias olim que verteret arces. 
Hinc populum late regem, belleque ſuperbum, 
Venturum excidio Lybig. Sic volvere Parcas. 


&* In tranſlating which, if we only name the anzeſters, in- 


te ſtead of the deſcendents, the original prophecy glares upon 
"00" 


From Japheth's loins deriv'd, a race ſbe knew 
Deſign'd the ſtrength of Canaan to ſubdue : 
Wide-ſpread their empire, deflin'd to ſucceed 
And waſte the ſons of Ham: So fate decreed! 


See Mr Ridley's ſermons at Lady Moyer's lecture, p. 252. 

The words at large are, . Canaan became ſervant of ſet- 
e vants to Shem, though not to Japheth, when the [ſraciite 
conquered Palefline.” Pag. 111.—F muſt beg leave to in- 
quire, why the laſt clauſe is added? Ts it to prove, that when 
the Iſraelites ſubdued the Canaanites, the deſcendents of Hm 
were not, by this victory, made ſervants to Fapheth's offspring 
If ſo, my Lord encounters a phantom of his own raiſing, 
confutes what no man aſſerts. Is it to infinuate, that, becaule 
the race of Canaan were not, at this time, made vaſſals to tt 
poſterity of Japheth, therefore they never were; and, of 
conſequence, the prophecy was eluded ? This feems to be the 
deſign of the ſentence. Abſtracted from this deſign, I fee 1% 
what end it can anſwer. But this is to draw, from premil® 
that are true, a concluſion that is falſe; and is juſt as $0 
logic, as the libertine's argument is ſound divinity, © Vengea® 
is not yet, therefore it never will be, executed.” Sec 2 Pe. 
Wb. 4. | Pag. 111. - , 

+ See Gen. xiii, 8.; where Abraham and Let, though be 
and nephew, are called brethren.—Gen. xxiv. 48. ; where . 
thuel, another of Abraham's nephews, is ſtyled his brother — 
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| our Ladyſ{hip will not think this, or any of 
3 — indecently free. In the — of 
= moſt high GOD, all men are upon a level. When 
* honour of his divine word or glorious attributes 
oy ana we are to know no man after the fleſh * 
a no deferential regard to the diſtinctions of birth, 
l-yations of character. In 7heſe liſts the privileges 
r. cerage ceaſe. And I ſhould reckon myſelf the 
Th abject of creatures, if, through reſpect of per- 
= could palliate or ſecrete the truth, when the 
wver-venerable oracles of inſpiration are treated with 
ontempt. A violation of decency this! by what- 
5 hand it is offered, or from whatever quarter it 
comes, incomparably more flagrant than /candalum 
nag nal iii. E f 
pardon, Madam, this digreſſion, and permit me 
urther to obſerve, — That the progeny of Ham, in 
mother line, are, to this very day, the ſlaves of the 
whole trading world. The negrces I mean; whole 
decent is from that unhappy man. And what is 
their country, but the market of /lavery? Are not 
their perſons bought + and fold as the meaneſt com- 
modities? are they not debaſed to the moſt /ord:d, 
and haraſſed with the moſt 70://eme drudgery ! made, 
in the ſtrictly-literal ſenſe of the phraſe, /ervants of 


fervants 4 


Oo 
1* 


have not forgotten what I promiſed to make ap- 

ir, with relation to the Egyptians ; neither ſhall 1 
overlook what his Lordſhip has remonſtrated from the 
ame quarter. The deſcendents of Miſraim,” he 
fays, “another of the ſons of Ham, were the Eg yp- 
« tjans: and they were ſo far from being ſervants of 
« ſervants to their couſins the Shemzrtes, that theſe 
« were ſervants of ſervants to them j.”—For a ſeaſon 
they were. But this ſervitude was calculated for the good 
of their eommunity, and redounded to the glory of their 
GOD. It terminated in ſuch a ſignal deliverance, as 
brought honour and opulence to themſelves, contu- 
{fon and ruin to their enemies. Does it then follow, 
from this temporary ſuperiority of the Egyptians, which 
ended in ſo diſaſtrous a manner, that they were ex- 
cefted in the denunciation of the curſe, or favoured 
with an act of indemnity? 

What ſays the ſupreme Arbitrator ? The nation 
whom they ſerve will J judge || : I myſelt will puniſh; 
rot by any human inſtruments, but by my own im- 
mediate hand. Accordingly, they were viſited with 
the moſt dreadful and deſtructive plagues. In the laſt 
of which, the firſt-born, the flower of their kingdom, 
were cut off; and at length, their king, and his 
whole army, periſhed in the Red ſea. Does my Lord 
make no account of theſe moſt terrible and unexampled 
Judgments ? 

Belides, what was the condition of this people in 
the following ages? If we conſult Ezekiel, he will 
declare it, as clearly by the ſpirit of prophecy |}, as if 
le had lived on the ſpot, and ſeen the face of affairs. 
lad it came to paſs, in the eleventh year, in the firſt 
month, in the ſeventh day of the month, that the word of 
Ve LORD came unto me, ſaying, Son of man, I have 
broken the arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and lo, it 
Hall not be bound up to be healed, to put a roller to bind 
% to make it ſtrong to hold the ſword. — I will ſcatter 
ive Egyptians among the nations, and will diſperſe them 
through the countries Egypt ſhall be the baſeſt of king- 
doms, neither ſhall it exalt itfelf any more among the na- 
Hong. — And there ſhall be no more a prince of the land of 
Egypt. Is not all this confirmed by ancient hiſtory, 
and by the preſent ſtate of Africa? From the one we 
learn, that the Fg yptians were ſubject, ſirſt to the Per- 


8 e 

No leſs than thirty 
every year, bought for ſlaves by the Engliſh only, 

+ Pag. 112. Gen. xv. 14. 

+ Lzek. xxx, 20. 21. 23. XXIX, 15, Xxx. 13. 
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thouſand, I have been informed, are, 
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fans, next to the Grecians, then to the Romans ; after- 


wards to the Arabs. And from the other it appears, 
that they now wear the Turkiſh yoke; are governed, 
not by a prince of their own, but by the Grand Seignor 
and his ba/haws. ee 

Nay, let any perſon look round upon all the coun- 
tries peopled by the progeny of Ham ; and 1 am much 
miſtaken, if he does not find them, what the pſalmiſt 
deſcribes, dark places of the earth, and full of the ha- 
bitations of cruelty *, the dens of rapine, and the dun- 
geons of ignorance; Where f/lavery drags the chain, 
and tyranny lifts the ſcourge. —Inſomuch, that we need 
not ſcruple to ſay, in the emphatical words of Fo/hua 
Not one thing has failed of all the good, or the evi 
things, which the LORD ſpate by the mouth of 
Noah, concerning each of his ſons reſpectively. All are 
come to paſs, not one thing has failed +. 


This calls upon me to clear up another part of the 
prediction ;—the bleſſing pronounced upon Shem, and 
the enlargement promiſed to Fapheth : which will af- 
ford a new argument, to maintain the authenticity of 
the paſſage, and aſſert its divine inſpiration. 

I faid, the blefling pronounced upon. Becauſe I would 
not tranſlate the words, Bleſſed be the LORD GOD 
of Shem ; but, Bleſſed of the LORD GOD tis Shem. 
This will put a /tri#ing contraſt between the doom 
of the irreligious ſcoffer, and the reward of filial pie- 
ty: this is what we naturally expect from a G OD, 
who is not unrighteous to forget his people, and their 
labours of love: this ſenſe the original language will 
very commodiouſly bear £ and the event ſeems to re- 

wire. For how manifeſtly, how eminently, was this 
benedidive ſentence fulfilled ! ſince, in the poſterit 
of Shem, the church of G O D was eſtabliſhed, and his 
true worſhip propagated. From him, the Redeemer 
of mankind, that % ing of bleſſings, according to the 
fleſh ſprung. os 

The great enlargement of Fapheth's territories, is no 
leſs certain, and no leſs remarkable. He had, for his 
poſſeſſion, the iſles of the ſea weſtward, and the fine 
extenſive countries near them ; Sparn, Italy, Greece, 
Afia the Leſs, all Europe, and the vaſt regions towards 
the north; which anciently the Scythians, now the 
Tartars inhabit ; from whom the Americans, the people 
of the new world, ſeem to be derived. By Fapheth's 
dwelling in the tents of Shem, is meant the converſion 
of the | Kutch Gentiles to the goſpel of CHRIST: 
who, through a long progreſſion of years, were aliens 
from the commonwealth of Iſrael, ſtrangers to the covenants 
of promiſe, having no hope of eternal life, and without 
any ſaving knowledge of GOD in the world || ; but 
were, in — time, perſuaded to embrace the true faith; 
were made (as the apoſtle elegantly ſpeaks, and in a 
ſtrain perfectly correſponding with the language of 
our prophecy) fellow-citizens with the ſaints, and of the 
houſehold of GOD |]. An event, altogether as unde- 
niable, as it is important, delightful, and glonous. 


Upon the whole, I cannot but think that his Lord- 
ſhip has planted his battery, and played his os 
if not like an unſkilful, at leaſt like an unſucceſs 
engineer. He has planted his battery againſt a 171 q 
too well fortified to admit of any impreſſion, and that 
muſt infallibly triumph over every aſſault. He has ſo 
played his artillery, that it recoils upon himſelf, and 
cruſhes his own deſign. And this, I apprehend, will 
always be the iſſue, when men even of the fineſt geni- 
us and moſt improved capacities preſume to attack the 
ſcriptures of eternal truth. 


* Pal. Ixxiv. 20, + Joſh. xxiil. 14. 


+ Gen. ix. 26. Y. al Hm TI2—wordsof the very ſame 
import, in the very ſame conſtruction, are thus rendered by 
our tranſlators, Deut. xx:iii. 12. and will hardly admit of any 

other interpretation; NIV g Fd, OF the LORD, 
&c, 


| Eph. i 12. + Eph. li. 19. 
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This very paſlage, inſtead of depretiating, unſpeak- 
ably ennobles, the divine writings. It ſhews, that they 
bear the ſtamp—of that all-over-ruling power, which 
purpoſes, and none ſhall diſannul it ;—ot that a/l-com- 
hn 7 knowledge, which diſcerns events, long, 
ong before they come into exiſtence. —And let any 
unprejudiced reader judge, what degree of eſteem 
thoſe books may fairly challenge, whole leaſt conſider- 
able, or, in his Lordſhip's opinion, moſt obnox10us parts, 
have ſuch a depth, and ſuch a dignity of wiſdom! ſuch 
as will be admired and revered, ſo long as h:/toric truth 
has any credit, or commercial intelligence any being. 


Shall I treſpaſs upon your Ladyſhip's patience a lit- 
tle farther ?—The penmen of the Od Teſtament carry 
all the marks of the moſt diſintereſted and undeſigning 
ſincerity. They record the failings of their favourite 
and moſt illuſtrious heroes, without concealing the 
puniſhment inflicted on ſuch miſcarriages. —The uniform 
tendency of their narratives and obſervations is, to pro- 
mote a religion the moſt pure, the molt benevolent, the 
moſt elevated imaginable z as remote from all ſelfiſh 
aims, and every low art of colluſion, as the heavens 
are higher than the earth. —They were men ſingularly 
qualified for their work; being either eye-witneſes of 
the facts they relate, or elſe contemporaries with the 
perſons they deſcribe, or {till more remarkably diſtin- 

uiſhed, by their ability to work miracles, and their 
inſight into ctr) (Afr to the facts related, ſome of 
them had anniverſary ſo/emnities, on which they were 
commemorated : ſome of them had ſignificant ceremo- 
nies, by which they were repreſented. They were 
publicly read in the ſynagogues, and univerſally known 
through the nation. It was a duty of religion, to talk 
of them by day, to meditate on them by night, and di- 
ligently to inſtruct the children in them. And were 
not theſe circumſtances a ſecurity, an inviolable ſecurity 
againſt any attempt to corrupt, to innovate, or alter? 
— 80 that their writings appear with every character, 
both internal and external, of genuine truth; and 
with the moſt unqueſtionable credentials, from the 
G OD of power, and GOD of wiſdom *. Conſe- 
quently, they have a credibility of „heir own ; ſufh- 
cient both to claim, and to ſupport, the faith of an an- 
cient Jew ; ſuch as mult command the aſſent of every 
rational and honeſt inquirer, even before the Chriſtian 
diſpenſation took place. 

If my Lord had duly adverted to theſe conſidera- 
tions, firdy he would have expunged that bold and 
raſh aſſertion, * Without Chriſtianity we have no ob- 
* lipation to believe the Old Teſtament 4.” —Surely he 
would never have left behind him, that unwarrantable 
and injurious inſinuation, that the Hebrew original de- 
ſerves no better credit, than the fabulous ſtory I of the 
Septuagint tranſlation ;—nor have found any reaſon 
to © proteſt, that he knew of no rule to go by ||,” (in 
ſettling the degree of aſſent due to the ſeveral parts of 
the Old Teſtament), but the fanciful diſtinftion which 
has already been examined.—He would rather have 
found reaſon to adopt and ſubſcribe Agur's confeſſion 
of faith; a man, who was famous in his own, who 
will be famous in every generation, and for this, a- 
mong other moſt judicious maxims, EVERYT word 


* Another very extraordinary Te- in theſe writings, 
and, to me at leaſt, an undoubted proof, that their authors 
were divinely inſpired, is, their perfect agreement and entire 
conſiſtency throughout —Though they were compoſed by differ- 
ent men, placed in very different ſtations of life, and flouriſh - 
ing in very diſtant ages of the world ; yet they are as conſo- 
nant and harmonious, as if they had all been penned by the 
ſame hand. Any thing equal to this, I never ſaw ; never heard 
of; and | believe, the moſt inveterate or moſt ſagacious adver- 

ſaries of the Od Teftament will not attempt to produce a pa- 
rallel. fr | | + Pag. 94. 
1 The fory is told, pag. 86.—The inſinuation is made, in 
a prolix, confuſed, and obſcure paragraph, pag. 87. 

| Pag. 100. 


of GOD is pure x. *Tis all gold : 

* the leaſt alloy. E Without 
For my own part, I freely acknowled 

Ladyſhip, that I value the facred hiſtory 

ſive of its connection with the tranſcende 

CHRIST, and the unſpeakable benefits of redem 


tion) on the very fame principles, which inc; 
connoiſſeurs to value thoſe celebrated poor ann a 
call medals fngular ; becauſe it is ſuppoſed, there d 


but one of the fort extant.—Conſidering the privat 
e 


which are ſo apt 
g the imperfect in. 
to which all other 


ge to your 
(even exclu. 
nt glories of 


intereſts, and per/onal attachments, 

to biaſs the human mind; conſiderin 
formation, and ignorance of cauſes, 
writers are unavoidably ſubject ; I cannot but conclud 

that the ſacred hiſtory is, in point' of ſtrict 3 
univerial veracity, SINGULAR. There IS no 0 
other beſides this, no, not one in the whole Garry 
that is free from al the falſe colourings of prejudic : 
clouded with ns mixture of uncertainty ; moſt es 
ly true; and to be depended on, in every particular 
The ſacred hiſtory is not only ſeated on the throne of 
truth, but, in theſe reſpects, poſſeſſes it without a rival, 


Lord Bolingbroke is fond of Davila + ; be , 
vila ä hidden ſprings of nk 3 
up almoſt every enterprize to its ſource f.—Is this 6 
valuable a qualification in the Italian? How then 
ſhould we admire the pred hiſtorians ? who diſcloſe 
to us, not the ſecret meaſures of a court, but the uu. 
ſearchable counſels of heaven; not the little motives 
that actuate the politician, but the deep deſigns of the 
univerſal Sovereign ; and all this, not from precarious 
ſurmiſe, but with the fulleſt aſſurance. An excellency! 
to which no other narrative on earth can lay any claim, 

The {criptures throw light upon the moſt memo- 
rable tranſactions, that have paſſed in the Heathenworld, 
and are recorded by the c/affic authors. When the 4, 
Hrian monarch ſubdues kingdoms, and ravages na- 
tions ; we are apt to think, he is only gratifying his 
inſatiable ambition. But the ſcripture affures us, that 
he was the /taff in F EHOV A H's hand, and the rid 
of hrs indignation || ; an inſtrument made uſe of by the 
King of kings, to execute his righteous vengeance.— 
When Cyrus is habituated to all the noble exerciſes, 
educated in all the fine accompliſhments, that form 
the gallant prince, and conſtitute the complete gene- 
ral; Nenophon ſees nothing more than the exertion of 
human policy. But 1/aiah beholds the all-fuperin- 
tending arm of the LORD, girding + this hero, and 
preparing him for the deliverance of his people.—80 
that the ſcripture- hiſtory is ite the grandeſt and molt 
uſeful ; while its intercurrent obſervations are a key to 
open the moſt celebrated affairs, which give weight 
and eſtimation to other annals. 

The grandeſt and moſt uſeful. —This will appear to be 
more than a bare aſſertion, if we recolle&, that here i- 
a diſplay of that great Meſiab, who is the hope of !/- 
rael +, and the deſire of all nations + ; a diſplay of him, 
in his myſterious incarnation, his wonderful perſon, 
and all the gracious, the benign majeſty of his medi- 


Prov. xxx. 5. St Peter bears much the ſame teſtimony 
to the whole order of ſcriptural writings. With regard to their 
uſe, he calls them milk ; becauſe nothing is ſo well adapted to 
nouriſh our faith and our holineſs. With regard to their qu 
Itty, he ſtyles them aden, ſincere, unadulterated, pure; with- 
out any mixture of falſehood, or any tincture of folly. 1 Pet. 
U. 2. 

+ He wrote a hiſtory of the civil wars of 
books; containing all that was remarkable, from the death 0 
Henry II. in 1559, to the peace of Yervins in 1598. Jt wes 
originally written in Italian, and tranſlated into Frenc? by J 
Bodoin. Collier's Hiſt, Di#. 

3 Fa 107, | | If. x. 3 

þ If. xlv, 5. 1 have girded thee, though thou haſt not 4 A 
me. Xenophon's Kups Tiaduz, though written with quite a di ah 
view, is a very fine, and perhaps the very beſt Comme? 
Jaiab's beautiful and expreſſive phraſe, "URN. 

7 Acts Xxvlli, 20. — 


France, in fifteen 


Hag. ii. 7. 
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trial offices. From the original promiſe (made to our 
1 parents) through all its progreſſive revolutions, till 
he ariſes in the New Teſtament, as the only-begotten of 
be Father *, with a luſtre and dignity ſuitable to ſo 
divine a perſonage.— Which is an event, of ſuch in- 
comparable condeſ-enfion, magnificence, and grace, that 
Ache prophets bear witneſs to it f, and the very an- 
i defire to look into it f. | | 

llow then muſt your Ladyſhip be ſurpriſed, to ſee 
Lord Bolingbroke undertaking to athign the principal 
cope of the Maſalc hiſtory, (the former part of it at 
leaſt), and not enlarging, not dwelling upon, no, nor ſo 
much as mentioning, the Redeemer : That all-glorious, 
all-important R E E EME R, who is the ſum and 
ſubſtance of the whole ſcriptures; the A/pha and O- 
n ga in all the revelations of GO D: — Of whom Mo- 
>; | wrote, and whoſe day Abraham ſaw ++ :—whole 
nohteouſneſs was preached by Noah =, and his final 
advent foretold by Enoch +:—whoſe merits, apprehend- 
el by faith, were the recommendation of Abel's ſa- 
crifice + 3 and the conſolation of Adam , under the 
loſs of immortality, and expulſion from paradiſe :— 
from whom many, if not all, the antediluvian patri- 
archs borrow their honours, and ſtand upon everlaſt- 
ing record, chiefly as being in the number of his pro- 
genitors.— This capital omiſſion is (to ule his Lord- 
ſhip's own language) a manifeſt abuſe of ſacred hi- 
« ſtory, and quite inexcuſable in a writer, who knew, 
« or ſhould have known rr, that, in its moſt early as 
well as in its later periods, it invariably teſtifies of 
CHRIST f. | 

Thus to undertake, and thus to execute, 1s as if 
ſome pretender to anatomy ſhould engage to explain the 
nature of animal motion, and ſay not a word concern- 
ing the nerves, the muſcles, the heart ; or, as if ſome 
ſmatterer in geegraphy ſhould offer to exhibit a com- 

lete map of our country, and leave entirely out of 
15 plan, the cities, the towns, and the rivers.— Vet 
this is not the only incident, on which my Lord, how- 
ever critical in profane literature, diſcovers himſelf to 
have been very remiſs in the ſtudy, at leaſt very ſu- 
zerficiel in the knowledge, of his Bible. 

From which hint I would take occaſion to entreat, 
and with the moſt affectionate earneſtneſs, all that are 
inclined to diſpute againſt this divine book, firſt to 
make themſelves thoroughly acquainted with it. And 
would they once ſet about the momentous work, with 
a candid, upright, and impartial mind ; free from the 
jaundice of prejudices z not b/inded with the fumes of 
lelf conceit; nor intoxicated with the cup of vitious 
pleaſure : if they would thus examine the inſpired vo- 
lumes, they would ſoon perceive ſuch a lovely conſtel- 
lation of truth, of wiſdom, and of grace, ſhining forth 
from every page, as muſt turn their diſeſteem into ad- 
mration, and their averſion into delight. 

But if they bring with them a fondneſs for fame, a 
haughty ſelf-ſufficiency of fpirit, or an ignoble at- 
tachment to ſenſual gratiſications; if they are deter- 
mined to cheriſh, and will on no conſideration divorce, 
theſe /educers of the heart, and perverters of the judg- 
ment ; we cannot wonder, that the {criptures ſhould ap- 
pear to them, with much the ſame aſpect, as the mira- 
culous cloud appeared to the Eg yptians ; which threw 
darkneſs on their paths, and hed horror on their 
fouls, even while it gave light to the iteps, and ala- 
crity to the hopes, of the 1/raelites . In this caſe, 
We may aſſign a reaſon tor their oppoſition, from the 


* John i. 14. + Acts x. 43. t 1 Pet. i. 12. 
Fag. 109. + John v. 46. + John viii, 56. 
= 2 Pet. ii. 5. It can hardly be doubted, but Noah preach- 
8 the very ſame Abbe of which he himſelf was an 
Hab 8 that, we are aſſured, was the righteouſneſs of faith, 
+ Jude 14, Gen. iii. 15. 
T+ Pag. 178, tt John v. 39. 


I Exod, xiv. 20, It was a cloud 
| 20. and darkneſs ta them, but it 
gave light by night to theſe. 4 | 


—+ Heb. xi. 4. 
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unhappy circumſtances recorded of Iſhmael x. Their 
hand, their tongue, their pen, is againſt the word of 


GOD; becauſe the word of GOD is againſt them, 
their tempers, and their ways. 


In the ſacred narrations, we behold the arm of the 
LORD revealed.—Other hiſtorians only gueſs at the 
interpoſition of an avenging, or propitious G OD. 
And though. conjectures of this kind occur but ve 
rarely in their works; they are frequently cenfored; 
as a preſumptuous intruſion upon the arcana of heaven. 
But the penmen of ſcripture, with unerring certain- 
ty declare, This is the LO R D's doing; a ſtroke from 
the {word of his juſtice , or a reward from the riches 
of his goodneſs f. 

Here we perceive, as in the brighteſt mirror, what 
practices he favours, and what methods he oppoſes ; 
what courſes are attended with his Pon , and what 
behaviour provokes his diſpleaſure.—Thele records ſet 
before us the moſt ſtriking exemplifications, both of 
the divine threatenings, and of the divine promiſes ; 
demonſtrating, from repeated experience, that the 
former are more than vain menaces ; the latter are 
far from alluring fallacies. By which means, they 
are admirably well adapted, to inculcate thoſe funda- 
mental leſſons of practical religion; a continual ad- 
vertence to G ON ;—a believing dependence on GOD; 
and an habitual expectation of ſucceſs in our ſchemes, 
not merely from any addreſs or induſtry of our own, 
but from the all-powerful benediction of G OD :— 
which are, of all other precepts, perhaps, the moſt 
ſalutary and beneficial to mankind. 

My remarks would be immoderately prolix, were 
they to enumerate / the perfections of ſacred hiſtory. 
I ſhall content myſelf with wiſhing, that your Lady- 
ſhip may eſteem, may reverence, may love the whole 
book of GO D,—only in proportion to its worth. 
Then, Tam perſuaded, it will have your higheſt eſteem, 
your profoundeſt reverence, and moſt devoted love. 


Before I conclude, give me leave, Madam, to make 
one requeſt : which I make, under a ſenſe of my vari- 
ous obligations to your Ladyſhip, with all the enga- 
ging acts of your condeſcenſion and generoſity, full 
in my view. It ought therefore to be, and it really 
is, expreſſive of the molt unfeigned thankfulneſs for 
your favours, and of the true/t zeal for your happi- 
neſs. It is this, — That you would c on a daily 
intercourſe, and cultivate a holy, an intimate famili- 
arity, with the inſpired writers, and their ineſtimable 
volumes. — Read them. Recolle& them. Weigh 
them. —Contemplate them in their magnificent whole, 
in their beautiful parts, and their harmonious con- 
nections. | | 

I ſhould be afraid to recommend, in this zealous 
manner, and to this aſſiduous peruſal, the moſt correct 


* Gen. xvi. 12. His hand will be againſt every man, and e- 
very man's hand againſt him. 

+ See 2 Chron. x, 15.—Xxv. 6.—XxXV. 20,——XXxVili, 5. 6.— 
xxix. 8. 9. | a 

+ See 2 Chron. xii. 7.,—xiii. 1 5. 16. 18.—xiv. 6. 12.—Xxvi. 
5.—xXxvVii. 6.—I refer to the Chronicles, rather than to the o- 
ther parts of ſacred hiſtory, in order to create a higher eſteem 
for theſe excellent memoirs. Many people, I believe, are con- 
tentedly ignorant of the Chronicles ; becauſe ſome of the firſt 
chapters conſiſt of Hebrew names, which are forbidding, and of 
genealogical tables, which are u/e/e/s to the generality of read- 
ers. But, notwithſtanding their unpromiſing introduction, 
they contain the moſt memorable and momentous occurrences. 
They are interſperſed with the moſt weighty and edifying re- 
marks. They are worthy of our repeated peruſal, and will 
amply repay the moſt careful attention. -I would compare 


them to ſome noble mine, whoſe ſurface is barren, and ſeems to 
include nothing valuable. But, as you penetrate the ſoil, the 
treaſure opens. The deeper you go, the more riches you 
find. And, inſtead of regretting the little toil of apes. 
you are only grieved, that you undertook the g 

no ſooner. 


ſearch | 
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compoſitions, that ever proceeded from a human pen. 
But here I am under no apprehenſion of your exhauſt- 
ing the mine, and complaining of emptineſs ; under no 
apprehenſion, leſt the entertainment ſhould fatter up- 
on your taſte, and create di/pu/t. The more we ſearch 
thoſe ſtorchouſes of wiſdom, the better we underſtand 
thoſe oracles of truth, the more they will approve them- 
ſelves to our judgment, and become dearer, {till dearer 
to our affefions.—The pages of ſcripture, like the pro- 


| 


leſs excluſive of, other evidences, is, ney 

each individual perſon, incomparably 8 > 
than any, or cvcry other atteſtation. We ſhall II * 
THE WITNESS IN OURSELVES . v- 
ſhall experience, on our own ſouls, the happy * e 
of the ſcriptures. They will be the in/trument of u 
ing ſuch a /vely faith in CHRIST, ſuch an BY a 
love of G OD, ſuch a cordial benevolence for our 24 


low-creatures f, as cannot fail to exalt our deſires re 
8, re- 


ductions of nature, will not only endure the teſt, but fre our attections, and digniſ our tempers ;-—ſuch x 


improve upon the trial. The application of the mi- 
croſcope to the one, and a repeated meditation on the 
other, are ſure to diſplay new beauties, and preſent us 
with higher attractives.—Nay, the very attempts of 
an adverſary to blacken the ſcriptures, ſerve only to 
increaſe their /uſtre. For my part, I never ſhould have 
ſeen the prediction of Noah riſing, with ſuch perſpicu- 
ity, propriety, and glory, to obſervation, had not 
Lord Bolingbroke made an effort to overwhelm it with 


objections, and fink * it into diſcredit, 


Above all, may we bring to this beſt of ſtudies, an 
humble mind: a mind deeply ſenſible of its own igno- 
rance and ea; yet frequently and chearfully fit. 

ed up to GOD, for his —_— and animating 
Spirit: that, by his bleſſed influences, our under/tand- 
ings may be opened to underſtand the ſcriptures +, and 
our hearts opened to receive them |] : to underſtand them, 
in all the fu/ne/s of their heavenly meaning; to receive 
them, in all the force of their transforming power.— 
That, reading the /hreatenings, we may tremble || at 
the awful word, and acknowledge ourſelves juſtly li- 
able to thoſe terrible judgments ; but at the ſame time 
believe, that CHRIST has delivered us from the curſe 
of the law, being made a curſe for us 4 :—That, reading 
the promiſes, we may confeſs ourſelves unworthy of 
an intereſt in ſuch unſpeakable bleſſings; yet reſt aſ- 
{urcd, that a/l the promiſes of GOD are yea and amen 
in CHRIST 71 SUS ++; are our unqueſtionable 
his merits and atonement ; and will 

certainly be fulhlled, through his interceſſion and faith- 
fulneſs.— Reading the precepts, let us rejoice in the be- 
lief, that our Saviour, ebedient unto death, has fulfil- 
led them perfectly for our juſtification ; that our Savi- 
our, exalted unto heaven, has engaged to put his Spi- 
rit within us for our ſanctification ; cauſing us to walk 
in his ſtatutes, and to keep his judgments, and do them =, 
—Contemplating the various examples, may we uſe 
ſome of them, as admon:tory ſea-marks, to avoid the 
rocks of ſin ; ule others, as a conducting clue, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace; uſe all, as ſo many 
incitements, to awaken our circumſpection, or quicken 


portion, throu 


our diligence, in making our calling and election ſure. 


Then we ſhall have another progf, that the original 
of theſe holy books is not from man, but from the 
LORD JEHOVAH: a proof, which ſome peo- 
ple may explode, as imaginary or enthuſiaſtical, but 
is really of the utmo/? ſolidity, and of the laſt importance: 
which, though by no means independent on, much 


* An alluſion to the motto, in the title-page, 
Merſes profundo, pulchrior evenit, 
and expreſſive of its meaning, 
+ Luke xxiv. 45. 


+ Acts xvi. 14,—9Such is the darkneſs, ſuch the depravity 
of our minds, that they will not, they cannot, be made w/e 
unto /alvation, even from the ſcriptures themſelves, wichout 
the powerful agency of the bleſſed Spirit. Unleſs his influen- 
ces enlighten our underſtandings ; and apply the doctrines, 
when underſtood, to our hearts; we fhall be, even with the 
word of light and /ife in our hands, ſomewhat like 6/ind Bar- 
timeus, ſitting amidſt the beams of day; or like the withered 
arm, with invaluable treafures betore it. This, I think, ex- 
perience muſt acknowledge ; this, I am very certain, the texts 


referred to, in concert with many others, evince. 


I See Ezra x. 3.—2 Chron. xxxiv. 27.; where it might 
not be amiſs, to compare the temper of true believers, and the 
behaviour of an illuſtrious king, with the ſpirit that runs thro” 


his Lord/bip's performance. 


I Gal ii. 13. ++ 2 Cor. i. 20, — Ezek, xxxvi. 27. 


will adminiſter comfort under affliction, and impart a 
additional reliſh to proſperity ;—ſuch as will teach 8 
to order our converſation right, amidſt all the dae 
all the labyrinths of ime; and gradually train ys wy 
for the pure bliſs, and conſummate enjoyments cf 
eternity. 

May THIS proof, Madam, be written on your 
heart, — written in bright and indelible characters, 
written by the finger of the /iving & O DU I 
am aſſured, every attempt to ſtagger your belief, pu 
withdraw your veneration from THE BIBLE, wil 
be like an attempt to ſhatter the rock in pieces with a 
bubble, or to pierce the adamant with a feather.— 
This is not only the fincere wiſb, but, fo long as reli- 
gion and gratitude have any place in my breaſt, it wil 
alſo be the earneſt prayer of 


Your LA DVYSHIIL's 


much obliged 
April 22. vo 


1752. 
and moſt obedient 


humble ſervant, 


JAMES HERVEY, 


P 0 ST ©: Ro $<P-F 


I have taken no notice of his Lordſhip's animadver- 
fions, relating to the genuineneſs of the geſpel-hiſtory : 
becauſe this would be entering upon a new held, which 
leave open and wntouched, tor ſome more able de- 
fender of that invaluable depoſitum.— Not that I ap- 
prehend, there is any thing very formidable in the at- 
tack. But I think it would be ſerviceable, as I an 
perſuaded it is eaſy, to ſhew the weakneſs and wnrea- 


/onableneſs of thoſe arguments, which men of ſuperior 


abilities are obliged to take up with, when they liſt 
themſelves under the banner of ſcepticiſm or infidelity. 
Alt would alſo be a piece of public juſtice, to inquite 
into the ſincerity, probity, and conſiſtency of thoſe wii- 
ters ; who, in ſome places, lay a mighty ſtreſi upon 
the authority of the New Te/tament, (pag. 94+), in 
others, endeavour to /ap the very foundation of its 


eredibility, (pag. 177.) 


„1 John v. 10. 
+ This is what his Lordſhip means, or ought to mean, 
when he ſpeaks of © the proper force of religion; that force 
„ which ſubdues the mind, and awes the conſcience by con 
« viction.” pag. 182. And I am well aſſured, whatever he 
may ſurmiſe to the contrary, that this voucher to the real in- 
ſpiration of the ſcriptures, and divine original of Chriſtianity, 
«© is not wanting.” Nay, I durſt venture to engage, that it 
never will be wanting to any perſon, who ſeeks it with due 
attention, and becoming diligence ; and neither forgets nor Nt" 
lects thoſe neceſſary preparatives, preſcribed by the great Maſter 
of the Chriſtian ſchool :--Fhe one comprehended in this ex, 
If any man will do his will, he ſhall know of the doctrine, _ 1 
it be r GOD. John vii. 17. The other delivered in the — 
lowing direction, /f any of you lack wiſdom, let him aſe of ut 
who giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, aud it / 
be gruen him. Jam. i. 5. 


FCC 


CONSIDERATIONS on the prevailing Cuſtom of viſiting on Suxpars. 


cuſtom of profaning the Sabbath, will probably 
he a ſatisfaction to every ſerious reader, and be pro- 
infive of much good; eſpecially as it is in every body's 
„wer to reform one, and as then his own conduct 
nl be a tacit reproot to his acquaintance, who may 
-ohably, through his example, be induced to weigh 
thele proceedings attentively, and no longer follow a 
multitude to do evil.—Ilt is certainly a matter of im- 
ortance to inquire whether Sunday-viſits are juſtiſi- 
nne upon the principles of ſcripture and of reaſon? 
as the conſcientious obſervation of the Sabbath has of 
late years been ſo much diſregarded ; and as it is now 
become the principal day of viſiting among perſons of 
all ranks. The chief advocates for the continuance of 
ſuch a practice ſhould, methinks, defend it publicly, 
that their arguments may be properly examined, if 
(in their opinion) ſuch a cuſtom cun admit of any ra- 
tional defence. And thoſe who are ſuſſiciently con- 
vinced by what is here advanced, ſhould reſolve to 
diſcontinue Sunday-vilits themſelves, and diſcounte- 
nance them in others, as far as they can conſiſtent 
with decency and prudence.—That the number of 
ſuch well-diſpoſed perſons may be daily increaſing, is 
undoubtedly the hearty with of every one who is ſin- 
cerely deſirous of promoting the glory of G0 D, 
and the good of mankind. 


* ſentiments here offered againſt the prevailing 


Qu. Hhether it be right for TRUtL Y-SERIOUS 
: perſons to viſit on Sundays ? 


ce H perſons here mentioned, are the truly- 
ny” ſeribus. As to many people, it matters not 
A whether they are at home or abroad: GOD 
7 is not in all their thoughts; they have no 
oncern for their eternal welfare; they therefore 
are, in every place, altogether and alike unproſitable. 

But when we begin to diſcern the things that are 
excellent; when we ſincerely deſire to“ obtain ſal- 
« vation, with eternal glory, by 7 E S US 
*CHRIST;” then, whether it be proper to fall in- 
to the prevailing cuſtom of viliting on Sundays f is 
the queſtion. h | 

Were our companions religious, and was our con- 
verſation edifying, I ſhould make no ſcruple to give 
my voice in the affirmative. Every parlour would 
then be a little ſanctuary; would echo back the ex- 
hortations, and ſecond the deſigns of the pulpit ; 
and we might truly ſay, It is good for us to be here. 

But, alas! where do we and ſuch company? when 
do we hear ſuch converſation ? The general converſa- 
tion is all impertinence; not ſo much as ſeaſoned with 
a ſpice of religion. They talk of vanity every one with 
his neighbour, Pſal. xii. 2. For which reaſon, I can- 
not think it ſafe or expedient, allowable or innocent, 
HABITUALLY to vilit on Sundays. 

It is inconſiſtent with the beſt example. I was in 
the Spirit on the LO R D's day, ſays St John. I was 
filed with the communications of the HOLY $SPI- 
RI IT, giving me clear views of CHRIS, bright 
hopes o glory, and ſhedding abroad the love of GOD 
in my heart. But is this compatible with the idle, 
trilling, inſignificant chat, which ingroſſes our ordi- 
nary viſits ? 

OBJtcT1oON I. Will it be ſaid, the apoſtle's was 
1 peculiar caſe? I anſwer, it was a peculiarly- happy 
cale. And will a prudent Chriſtian relinquiſh {6 
proſpect of ſuch unſpeakable happineſs, for the moſt 
empty and delufive amuſement ? But, I believe, it 
Was not peculiar to the apoſtle; rather the common 
Frivilege of all believers; written as a pattern for their 


Practice, and to be the plan of their ex ectations. 
Ne XXIII F f 


It is contrary to the divine prohibition. The ne- 
gative law, relating to the Sabbath, is, not doing thy 
own ways, not finding thy own pleaſure, not ſpeaking 
thy own words, II. Iviii. 13.— Not doing thy own ways; 
abſtaining from ſecular buſineſs, and all worldly pur- 
ſuits.— Not finding thy own pleaſure; renouncing all 
thoſe recreations and amuſements, which may tend to 
gratify thy taſte, not to glorify thy almighty LORD. 
Not ſpeaking thy own words ; converling on ſpiritual, 
ſublime, and heavenly ſubjects ; not on low, earthly, 
temporal matters, which, having no reference to the 
Creator's honour, are therefore called thy own. How- 
ever ſome people may act, or whatever they may 
think, this 1s the expreſs and unalterable law eſta- 
bliſhed by the G O D of heaven. Whether it be poſ- 
ſible to mingle in modiſh company, and obey this law, 
let thoſe judge who are acquainted with the world. 

It breaks the divine command. The poſitive law 
relating to the Sabbath is, Remember the Sabbath-day, 
to keep it holy. REMEMBER, take particular notice 
of THIs injunction. It is a duty greatly to be re- 

arded, and molt conſcientiouſly to be obſerved. 
Dore the due obſervance of this, our diſpoſition and 
ability to obſerve the other precepts, in good meaſure, 
depends. Heep it holy; devote it to holy purpoſes ; 
ſpend it in holy exerciſes ; and not barely an hour or 
two ; not barely the intervals of private and public 
devotion ; but the day, the Sabbath-day, the whole 
day. Neither will the whole day be too long, if we 
make conſcience of dicharging the ſeveral duties of 
religion, reading and meditation; prayer and praiſe 
teaching our children, and inſtructing our domeſtics ; 
examining our hearts, and taking heed to our ways. 
All theſe offices, if properly performed, will leave 
very little, rather no time for unneceſlary elopements. 
And ſhall we huddie over ail theſe important oflices, 
or totally neglect ſome of them, only to indulge our- 
ſelves in the moſt unprofitable levities ? at once doing 
an injury to our ſpiritual intereſts, and violating the 
divine precept. | | 

I fear, it will be a kind of crucify:ng afreſh our bleſſed 
Maſter, Heb. vi. 6. This expreſſion we have often 
read, but think ourſelves free from the guilt implied 
in it, and indeed from the very likehhood of contract- 
ing it. But let us be reminded, that we crucify our 
LURD afreſh, when we give others occaſton to con- 
clude, that we have very little eſteem for him, or 
gratitude to him; conſequently, that he has little or 
no excellency, for which we or others ſhould deſire 
him. Now, what elſe can the world conclude, when 
they ſee us giving into the vanities of a hcentious 
mode, on that very day, which is ſacred to the com- 
memoration of his refurrection ? “ Surely,” might 
the children of this world fay, “ if theſe Chriſtians 
% had any real reverence for their LORD, they 
& would ſhew it on his own day. They would either 
« be retired to contemplate and adore him, or elſe 
%“ come abroad to exalt and glorify him. But they 
% come abroad to be as trothy in their talk, and as 
« trifling in their temper, as forgettul of their S A» 
« VIOUR, and as regardleſs of his honour, as the 
« moſt arrant worldling among us all.” To afford 
a handle for ſuch reflections, is to wound the R E- 
DEEMER in the houſe of his friends. 

It will grieve the HOLY SPIRIT, Eph. iv. 30. 
Chriſtians believe, that he 1s infinitely wiſe, all-gract- 
ous, and ever bleſſed ; that he dwells in their hearts, 
and is the ſource of all their holineſs and all their hap- 
pineſs. Therefore we pray daily in our liturgy, that 
the HOLY SPIRIT may not be taken from Us. 
On Sunday, we commemorate the deſcent of this di- 
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vine gueſt ; and are, in a particular manner, to im- 
plore his preſence, and cultivate his influences. But 
can this be done, by neglecting his expreſs prohibition, 
and breaking his poſitive command ? by diſregarding 
the examples which he has ſet before us; and diſho- 
nouring that SAVIOUR whom he delights to 
magnity ? Beſides, dare any mortal preſume to ſay in 
his heart amidſt a circle of our polite viſitants,“ I am 
„now acting in a manner becoming my relation to 
« the eternal SPIRIT. Theſe ſentiments and this 
« diſcourſe are ſuitable to his dignity, wiſdom, and 
glory; a proper method of celebrating and honour- 
ing the day of his miraculous miſſion?“ 

Sould any one aſk, „ what is meant by grieving the 
« HOLY SPIRIT?” It means offending his ex- 
alted Majeſty, and cauſing him to act as men com- 
monly att, when they are 3 and diſpleaſed with 
any one; they withdraw from his company, and vi- 
ſit him no more. When Samuel was grieved for Saul's 
miſbehaviour, it is written, He came no more to 
« ſee Saul.” If the almighty COMFORTER 
be provoked to deal thus with our fouls, alas! what 
a loſs muſt we ſuſtain ! a loſs, unſpeakable, irreparable, 
eternal ! 

So that if this practice were not ſinful, it muſt be 
exceedingly detrimental ; and that, not in one only, but 
in various reſpects. Have we received ſpiritual good 
from the public ordinances? The admonition of hea- 
ven is, We ought to grve the more earneſt heed to the things 
which we have heard, leſt at any time wwe ſhould let them 
/lip, Heb. ii. 1. By this practice, we not only ſuffer 
them to lip, but open as it were a leak for their im- 
mediate diſcharge. Have we been under edifying 
impreſſions from our private exerciſes? The unerring 
direction is, .2yench not the Spirit. Stifle not the ſeri- 
ous deſires which he has awakened. Allow them their 
full ſcope, till they are formed into gracious habits. 
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By the practice under conſideration, we pour water 


inſtead of oil upon the feeble flame. We extinguiſh 
what we ſhould cheriſh. Is the heavenly ſeed town 
in our breaſts? Theſe diſſipating interviews are the 
ravenous birds, which follow the ſeedſman, and de- 
vour the grain: ſo that nothing takes root. No fruit 
of faith, of joy, or love is produced. 

Let me only add, that, on a dying-bed, the miſim- 
provement of all our time will be moſt bitterly regret- 
ted. How much more the milimprovement of thoſe 
hours, which G OD himſelf has hallowed, has ſet 
apart for the nobleſt purpoſes, and is wont to bleſs in 
an eſpecial manner! While others were ſeeking the 
« pearl of great price, and gathering thoſe treaſures 
« of wiſdom and grace, which endure to everlaſting 
« life; I, alas! was ſquandering away the precious 
« opportunities in very vanity.” To ſee the curtain 
of time dropping, to ſee a vaſt eternity opening before 
us, and to have ſuch reflections haunting our con- 
ſcience; this will cauſe miſery not to be expreſſed, 
create anguiſh not to be conceived. 

OBJEtcTiOoN II. Will it be faid, in anſwer to 
theſe conſiderations, That company, even trifling 
« company, is a relaxation. We return to the in- 
« ſtruction of our families, and to our evening-devo- 
<« tion with freſh alacrity, being ſick of theſe triflers ?” 
A ſtrange argument ! It ſhould rather be reverſed. The 
objectors might truly ſay, Being ſick of religion and 
its ſervices, we want ſuch triflers to afford us ſome re- 
lief. The ſincere ſervant of CHRIST would find 
no recreation, but feel grief of heart, in ſuch in- 
terviews. It muſt be a real affliction to obſerve his 
divine LORD abſolutely diſregarded; diſregarded 
on the day peculiarly devoted to his honour ; every 
vanity now preferred before him, as Barabbas the 
robber was formerly. The true refreſhment for our 
ſouls confiſts in having our faith increaſed, our hope 
elevated, and our views of heaven enlarged ; in con- 
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templating the infinite perfection and 

deemer; * inſinite add and fuel) br 7 Re. 
pitiation; and our complete, I might have fai 100 
infinite ſecurity from wrath and vengeance % Sa] 
intereſted in his merits. "OY being 

OBJECTION III. Sunday is the 
* our time for this purpoſe; bulinel * 1 
« every body is ready drefled ; all circumſtance. ed; 
% vite.” Is it the beſt part of our time ? The - 
it be devoted to the belt of beings. Who rp lt 
worthy of our choiceſt thoughts, affection + ng 
than that drvinely-compaſſionate Saviour, who off, 
himſelf, in the very prime of his life, a blecdin Fay 
tim for our fins, that his ſacrifice might Wor, Fa 0 
recommending circumſtance, which could render; 
acceptable to GOD, and available for man ? Go 

OBJECTION IV. © It is the univeral cuſto 
Jo diſcontinue it, would render us unfaſhionable. 
And cannot you bear to be a little unfaſhionable f 
his fake, who was deſpiſed and rejected, who hu 4 
bled himſelf to death, even the death of the wart 
for your ſake? Is it the univerſal cuſtom ? Then 
cuſtom is the idol, which we are called to renounce 
I muſt ſay of cuſtom, in this caſe, as Elijah ſaid of 
Baal; It cuſtom be G OD, follow its dictates; but 
it JEHOVAH be GOD, obſerve his precepts. It 
is written in the ſcriptures, Rom. xii. 2. Be not con- 
formed to this world. Vo what does this prohibition re. 
late? To ſuch ungodly cuſtoms, no doubt. No hat. 
tery of cannon was ever pointed more directly againſt 
a citadel to be demoliſhed, than this text againſt ſuch 
cuſtoms. In indifferent matters, let the Chriſtian a. 
void ſingularity ; let him dreſs ſomewhat like his 
neighbours ; let him make an appearance ſuitable to 
his ſtation : but let him not follow a multitude to pro- 
fane the Sabbath, or to do any evil. HERR religious 
perſons ſhould, by all means, be fingular ; ſhould dif. 
tinguiſh themſelves by a becoming zeal for their 
GOD; ſhould ſet an example, and ſhine as lights, 
in the midit of a crooked and perverſe generation : 0- 
therwiſe, they may do, not themſelves only, but o- 
thers alſo, incredible harm. 

OBJEcTIon V. Some perhaps may ſtart, and 
reply, „If theſe things are ſo, to what a degree of 
« ſinful negligence is even the Chriſtian world arri- 
« ved!'—With regard to the world called Chriſtian, 
this is too true. And no meaſure of ſorrow can be 
ſufficient to bewail the deplorable degeneracy. Neg- 
ligence, or rather obſtinacy, in this capital inſtance, 
is a melancholy indication of no leſs diſodedience in 
other reſpects. 

OBJEtcTion VI. « This will be irkſome, will 
render our religion a burden.” I hope, no one 
that pretends to ſeriouſneſs will offer to make this ob- 
jection. The ſinners in Zion made it. For which rea- 
ſon they are branded, and by the divine SPIRIT 
himſelf, with infamy that will never be blotted out : 
O! what a wearineſs is it | when will the Sabbath, 
and its irkſome ſolemnities, be gone? Mal. i. 13. and 
Amos viii. 5. This diſcovers a heart alienated from 
GOD, that has not taſted the good word of grace, 
and favours not the things which be of CHR1 ST. 
Otherwiſe, ſuch would be the language, One day, 
“thus employed, is better than a thouſand,” Pal. 
Ixxxiv. 10. Is it tedious and burdenſome to pals 
a ſingle day in devout exerciſes? How then ſhall we 
paſs, how ſhall we endure the ages of eternity? ſince 
we are aſſured, that thoſe happy beings, who ſtand 2 


3z hours, 


round the throne, clothed with white robes, ſerve 


their GOD day and night, for ever and ever, in l 
temple. In the regions of immortality they find 2 
heaven; becauſe there they have a never-cealing an 

eternal communion with GOD; becauſe there they 
have an uninterrupted and everlaſting Sabbath. 
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A TREATISE on the religious Education of DauGnHTERSs. 


Train up a child in the way ſhe ſhould go; and when ſhe is old, ſhe will not depart from it, Prov. xxii, 6, 
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8 this little treatiſe was intended for the preſs, make the proper allowances for a poſthumous piece, 
by Mr HeRVEx, he had tranſcribed it from his which would undoubtedly have appeared leſs defec- 


ort-hand copy.— The candid reader will, however, 


tive, had it been reviſed by the ingenious AurhHoOR. 
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Set has long been a prevailing report, that, 
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23? among perſons of education and diſtinction, 
6 {1 fag true religion is very rare. This, I would 
SECS hope, is an invidious rumour, rather than 
1 true repreſentation of the caſe. May it not be an 
;rtifice of the grand enemy? calculated to bring the 
belt and nobleſt of cauſes into diſrepute; as though 
politeneſs and piety were inconſiſtent; as though grace 
and good breeding were irreconcileable. Is then the 
tith of CHRIST quite fatal to refined manners ? 
as the rod of Moſes was to the counterfeit miracles of 
the magicians. No: it is rather like the influence of 
the ſanctuary on the rod of Aaron; which, while it 
remained at a diſtance from the tabernacle, was a dry, 
fpleis, and barren ſtick ; but, when depoſited before 
the ark, was quickened into vegetable Iight, was ad- 
orned with a milk-white bloom, and enriched with 
full-grown fruit; or, as the facred hiſtorian exprefles 
this ſurpriſing fact, It brought forth buds, and 
« bloomed bloſſoms, and yielded almonds.” Numb. 
xvil. 8. 

| find upon the liſt of ſaints, the moſt renowned 
| kings, and victorious generals; the ableſt politicians, 
and the greateſt philoſophers : men, that have bid the 
ſun ſtand ſtill, and prolong the departing day; have 
laid an embargo upon darkneſs, and protracted the 
ſhades of night; have commanded the ground to 
cleave aſunder, and tranſmit their preſumptuous foes 
to a ſtrange and inevitable deſtruction ; have divided 
the impetuous waves, and led their tollowers to ſafe- 
ty and to conqueſt, through the depths of the ſea : 
men, who have walked in the burning fiery furnace, 
3 under the ſhelter of an embowering arbour ; and 
lat in the lion's den, amidſt a herd of hungry monſters, 
with as much ſerenity, and as much ſecurity, as a- 
midſt a circle of boſom-friends. 

| myſelf have known various perſons, admired for 
their accompliſhed behaviour, and revered for their 
exalted ſtation, who have thought it their higheſt ho- 
nour to be ſervants of JESUS CHRIST. My 
excellent friend Camillus, at whoſe houſe I now reſide, 
13 one of the number. I cannot refrain from giving a 
portrait of Camillus; or rather, of a few of his moſt 
ciſtinguiching features: for to paint him in full pro- 
portion, as he daily appears, in all the mild, the be- 
mgn majeſty of- domeſtic authority, — parental go- 
vernment, —and Chriſtian zeal ;—to do this, would 
require a much abler hand than mine. 

Camillus, not long ago, entertained in his houſe a 
young clergyman, who was always treated with a re- 
ſpect, ſuitable to the dignity of his office, and the 
piety of his behaviour. Having lately preſented the 
worthy eccleſiaſtic to a living, and always requirin 
relidence on the benefice, he is now deſtitute of a 
chaplain, Remembering, however, that all Chriſtians 
ae ſpiritual prieſts ; he thinks it no diſhonour to have 

u immediate and perſonal audience with the King of 
Pati wh nor acting at all out of character, to repre- 
ent the wants of his houſehold, with his own mouth, 
at the throne of grace. 


efore ſupper is introduced, the evening-incenſe 


aſcends. This, rather than a later hour, is pitched 
upon, that the little congregation may join in the ſa- 
cred ſervice, with a lively devotion. After a plentiful 
meal, when the limbs are weary, people, even though 
kneeling, and in the preſence of God, are more 1n- 
clined to nod than to pour out their ſouls; are very, 
very apt to miſtake the cuſhion for a pillow.—No ſer- 
vant is allowed to be abſent ; one only excepted, whoſe 
preſence in the kitchen is abſolutely neceſſary. Ac- 
quainted with their maſter's reſolution, they are care- 
ful, ſo to manage their affairs, and diſpatch their bu- 
ſineſs, that no avoidable obſtacle may intervene, to 
detain them from the ſtated worſhip. 

When all are aſſembled, without either tumultuous 
diſorder in their approach, or a ſlovenly negligence in 
their apparel, a chapter is read. Camillus makes the 
choice. He imagines, it is not ſo uſeful for his family, 
whoſe memories are weak, and their capacities ſcanty, 
to read the leſſon for the day. He has, therefore, 
ſelected ſome of the moſt inſtructive and animatin 
portions of ſcripture ; and judges it adviſable to per- 
uſe theſe again and again, rather than to go regularly 
through the whole inſpired writings. —The ſervants 
take it by turns to read ; which improves them in the 
practice, and keeps them awake. If any of them 
diſcovers a diſpoſition to ſleep, to him the office is ſure 
to be aſſigned. 

When the chapter is finiſhed, Camillus ſingles out 
ſome one verſe, of very weighty and edifying import; 
which, for the ſpace of five or ſix minutes, he explains, 
applies, and affectionately urges upon their conſciences. 
—'This done, with great ſeriouſneſs, and profound 
reverence, he offers up evening-prayers. His prayers 


conſiſt of ſhort ſentences, and the whole is performed 


in a little time. Every part is pronounced with that 
deliberate ſlowneſs, and ſolemn accent, which com- 
mand attention, and create awe. He makes a very 
perceivable pauſe, at the cloſe of each petition ; that 
every one may have leiſure to add, in ſilence, a heart 
Amen; and to recolle& the merits of that bleſſed Re- 
deemer, which render every thankſgiving acceptable, 
and every ſupplication ſucceſsful. 

In the morning, before breakfaſt, the worſhip of 
the living God is renewed. At this juncture, Camillus 
omits the chapter; but requires one of his domeſtics 
to repeat the verſe on which he enlarged the preceding 
night. None knows which ſhall be called to this taſk 3 
therefore every one is obliged to be properly prepared. 
He throws the ſubſtance of his exhortation into a few 
ſearching and intereſting queſtions, which he addreſſes 
to one of his children or ſervants : for, in this reſpect, 
no difference is made. All are equally enjoined to re- 
member: all are equally accountable for what they 
hear. Sometimes he encourages thoſe, whoſe anſwers 
ſhew, that they have given diligent heed to his in- 
ſtructions. Sometimes he puts on an air of ſeverity, 
mixed with tenderneſs, and reproves the notoriouſly- 
negligent. Always he reinculcates the principal points; 
charging them to retain the doctrines in their memory, 
and revelve them in their thoughts, while they are 
purſuing their reſpective buſineſs. — Theſe doctrines 
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are the ſeed of faith; the root of godlineſs. Unleſs 
rns be lodged in the mind, and operate on the 
heart, he never expects to have his domeſtics com- 
mence true believers, or real Chriſtians. No more 
than the huſbandman can reaſonably expect a crop in 
harveſt, without ſowing his field; or the floriſt pro- 
mile himfelf a blow of tulips, without planting his 
parterre. 

[ have given a glimpſe of Camillus, at the head of 
his family ; let me now thew my favourite in another 
attitude. —Camillus is convinced, that no truſt is of ſu- 
perior, or of equal importance, to the tuitionary cul- 
tivation * of an immortal ſoul. As Providence has 
bleſſed him with two fine daughters, their preſent and 
future happineſs is the reigning object of his care. 


He has no intereſt ſo much at heart, as to give them 


a truly - refined education; ſuch as may render them 
an ornament and a bleſſing to ſociety, while they paſs 
the time of their ſojourning here below; and may 
train them up for a ſtate of everlaſting bliſs, when the 
world and its tranſitory ſcenes ſhall be no more. 

Camillus never could perſuade himſelf to admire the 
maxims of prudence, ſaid to be gathered from the 
extravagant rant of our tragedies ; and lefs is his 
eſteem tor thoſe modeſt diſpoſitions, which people pre- 
tend to imbibe from the luſcious gallantries of come- 
dy. For which reaſon, he has no impatient deſire to 
ſecure, for Miſs Mitiſſa and Miſs Serena, a place in the 
front-box.— However, as we are apt immoderately to 
covet what is abſolutely forbidden, he has himſelt at- 
tended them, once or twice, to the theatrical enter- 
tainments, and public diverſions; thinking it much 
the ſafeſt method, that their curioſity ſhould be grati- 
ficd under his own inſpection; and hoping to make 
them ſenſible how much they endanger their virtue, 
who too often frequent them; how thamefully they 
debaſe their affections, who are paſſionately fond of 
them; and what mere phantoms they follow, who 
ſeck for ſatisfaction in fuch deluſory delights. 

They learn to dance, in order to acquire a genteel 
air, and a graceful demeanor ; not to ſhine at a ball, 
or win the worthleſs admiration of fops.—He is con- 
tent to have them unacuainted with the wild and ro- 
mantic fables of Heathen poetry; nor is under an 
painful apprehenſions of damping the ſprightlinefs of 
their temper, though they have no taſte for the chi- 
merical adventures of our romances, and are ſtrangers 
to the looſe intrigues of our novels; being fully per- 
ſuaded, that there is as much ſound ſenſe, as ſmartneſs 
of thought, in that celebrated ſaying, 


Retire, and read your BIBLE, to be pay; 
There truths abound of ſovereign aid to peace +! 


He has introduced them to the knowledge of hiſtory, 
and its inſtructive facts. They have a tolerable. idea 
of the four univerſal monarchies, ſo eminent for their 
great events, and ſo circumſtantially foretold in ſcrip- 
ture. They have been led through the moſt remark- 
able tranſactions of our own country, and are prett 

well acquunted with the preſent ſtate of Europe. They 
have, all _ been taught to obſerve the wonderful 
revolutions of empires, and the adorable procedure of 
providence: that they may diſcern how the faſhion of 
this world paſſeth away |; and how happy are the peo- 
ple, how happy the perſons, who have the LORD for 


* Senſzre, quid mens rit?, quid indoles 
Nutrita fauſtis ſub penetralibus 
P et. Hor. 
The meaning of which in Engliſh is: 
4% What could be done we know, were we but led 
« By bright example, and by virtue bred.” 
+ Dr Young's eighth night-thought, 

+ 1 Cor. vii. 31. Not only the little projects and puny a- 
chievements of private perſons ; but the power of diſtinguiſh- 
ed families; the policies of mighty ſtates ; the magnificence of 
the greateſt kingdoms ; all, all are in a ſtate of perpetual fluc- 
tuation. They fade away (as the apoſtle moſt ſignificantly de- 


their GOD. They have been taught 
honourable {accels, that has uſually ny 
tice of integrity, guided by pruden 
the ſcandal and ruin which have always 
in her ſenſeleſs rambles, and dogged Vi 
rid haunts: that they may ſee the rocks on hy 
ſome have ſplit, and avoid the deſtructive tack . = 
the road, which has conducted others to the have pe 
happineſs, and ſteer the ſame auſpicious courſe MI 

They have been imitated in geography, and pen q 
ſtand the ſeveral diviſions of the globe; the Ui 
its principal kingdoms ; and the manners of their x 
rious inhabitants. They will tell you the peculiar Hog 
modities which each climate produces: 0 
the tea, that furniſhes their breakfaſt; and whey 
the ſugar that renders it palatable : what mountains 
ſupply them with wines, and what iſlands ſend chem 
their ſpices: in what groves the ſilk- worms {pin th 
materials for their cloaths; and what mines * ſu ly 
them with the diamonds that ſparkle in their ear. ring: 
A ſcreen, covered with a ſet of coloured maps ad 
a cuſtom of referring from the public papers to thoſe 
beautiful draughts, has rendered the acquiſition of this 
knowledge a diverſion rather than a taſk ; hs enticed 
them into a valuable branch of ſcience, under the in. 
viting diiguile of amuſement. —This ſerves to enlarge 
their apprehenſions of things; gives them magnificent 
thoughts of the great Creator; and may help to ſup- 
preſs that filly felf-admiration, which prompts ſo mar 
pretty idols, to fancy themſelves the only conliderable 
creatures under heaven. 

They ſpell to perfection; and have obtained this 
art, by a ſort of play, rather than by laborious appli- 
cation. Whenever they aſked any little gratification 
it has been their papa's cuſtom to make them ſpell 
the word; which if they performed aright, they {«. 
dom failed to ſucceed in their requeſt, — They are 
miſtreſſes of the needle; and the youngeſt, whoſe 
genius inclines that way, is expert in uſing the pencil, 
Muſic is their recreation, not their buſineſs. The cl. 
deſt, to a ſkilful finger, adds a melodious and well-re. 
gulated voice. She often entertains me with ſinging 
an anthem to her harpſichord. Entertains, did [ ay? 
ſhe really ediſies me. Theſe truly-excellent perform- 
ances exalt the deſires, and compoſe the affections, 
They inſpire ſuch a ſerenity of delight, as leaves nci- 
ther a ſting in the confcience, nor a ſtain on the ima- 
gination. Methinks, they bring us a little antepaſt cf 
heaven, and tune our ſouls for its harmonious joys. 

Thoroughly verſed in the moſt practical parts of 
anthmetic, they have each her week, wherein to be 
entruſted with the management of a ſum of money. 
This they diſburſe, as circumſtances require, for the 
{ſmaller neceſſaries of the family. Of this they keep 
an exact account, and make a regular entry of each 
particular in their day- book. Not long ago, a tenant 
of inferior rank came to Camillus with his rent. In- 
ſtead of receiving it himſelf, he referred him to Mils 
Serena. You would have been delighted to obſerve 
the behaviour of our little landlady, or. this occafion ; 
the engaging condeſcenſion, with which ſhe addreſſed 
the honeſt ruſtic ; the tender good-nature, with which 
ſhe inquired after my dame and the family at home; the 
ready dexterity with which ſhe wrote and fubſcribed a 

oper receipt; and, above all, her amiable generoſity, 
in returning half a crown, to buy a copy- book for 


e t 
attended the _ 


purſued Folly 
ce to her hor. 


ſcribes the cafe) like the graceful and gloſſy aſpect of ſome de- 
licate flower, when the fan ariſes with a ſcorching heat, Jam. 
i. 11. They pafs away (as the prophet ſtill more emphatically 
ſpeaks) like the chaff of the ſummer threſhing-floors, which 
the wind carries off on its wings, and the place thereof is 
known no more, Dan. ii. 34. 

The beſt of the diamond mines are in the kingdom of 
Golconda, near to MADRASS (or Fort St George, as it is 
frequently called, becauſe the Eaft- India company have /o na- 
med the fort they have built, for the ſecurity or their import. 


ant factory at Madraſs.) 


ce; together With 
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On the RELIGIOUS EDUCATION of DAUGHTER S. 


4 ha . c who,” he ſaid, „ was juſt oing in- 
u. ce nd but, he feared, would lot Sine 
0 1 ell or write half ſo well as her Ladyſhip,” 

6 ost Camillus is careful to ground them betimes 
zu the rules of ceconomy, he is equally careful to 
25 wate a ſpirit of diſcreet beneſicence. A few days 
8 my friend and his lady were abroad, Miſs 
a! 1 0 5 informed of a poor woman in the pariſh, 
e to bed, after a long and hard labour; 

10 being unhappily married to a ſot of a fellow, 
. a time when the choiceſt comforts are ſcarcely 
ſullicient, deſtitute of the meaneſt conveniencies. Up- 
0 bearing the calamitous caſe, ſhe immediately diſ- 
= hed a ſervant, with a crown from her weekly 

12: part, to buy for the afflicted creature ſome 
3 accommodations; and part, to defray the ex- 

bene at ſuch a juncture, unavoidable: but gave a 
hic charge, that the whole ſhould be employed for 
the relief of the diſtreſſed mother, and her helpleſs 
infant; none of it fiagered or enjoyed by the worth- 
les drone her huſband. When Camillus returned, 
ke was ſo pleaſed with this ſeaſonable and trot nn ry 
charity, that, beſides his commendation and careſſes, 
he farther rewarded our conſiderate matron-like bene- 
{ictreſs, by making her a preſent of Clariſſa *. For 
he always contrives to make what tends to their im- 

-ovement, the matter of their reward. If they 
* committed a fault, they are forbid the privilege 
of uſing their maps. If they have behaved in a be- 
coming manner, their recompenſe is, not a piece of 
money, or a paper of ſweet- meats, but ſome new in- 
ſtruction on the globe, ſome new leſſon on the harpſi- 
chord, which may at once delight and improve them. 

To prevent a haughty carriage, and to worm out 
all inordinate ſelf-love, he teaches them to conſider 
their neighbours, as members of the ſame univerſal 
family, and children of the fame almighty Father. 
However poor in their circumſtances, or mean in their 
aſpect, they are the objects of G O D's infinitely- ten- 
der regards ;—of that GO D who has given his own 
Son to ſuffer death for their pardon, and has prepared 
2 heaven of endleſs bliſs for their final reception. For 
which reaſon they ſhould deſpiſe none, but honour 
all ; ſhould be as ready to do them good, as the hand 
is ready to ſooth the eye when it ſmarts, or eaſe the 
head when it aches, One afternoon, when he was go- 
ing to treat them with an orange, he bid each of them 
bring a fine toy, lately received for a preſent. It was 
made in the ſhape of a knife; the handle of ivory, 
and inlaid with the gayeſt colours; the blade of glaſs, 
molt dazzlingly bright, but without an edge. Cut the 


Was, 


orange in two, ſaid their pappa. When they both 


tried with their pretty knives, and, to their no ſmall 
mortiſication, both failed; he furniſhed them with 
another, of more ordinary appearance, but tolerably 
ſharp. With this they eaſily pierced the rind, and 
came at the delicious juice. Who now,“ ſaid Ca- 
nmillus, * would not prefer one ſuch ſerviceable, though 
* Plain utenſil, .to a hundred of thoſe glittering, but 
* worthleſs trifles? And you, my dear children, if 
* you have no other recommendations, than a ſhewy 
* perſon, and the trappings of dreſs; you will be as 
* contemptible inyour generation, as that inſignificant 
* bauble. But if it is the deſire of your hearts, and 
the endeavour of your lives, to be extenſively uſe- 
* ful; you will gain, and, what is better, you will 
* Ceſerve reſpect; your names will be precious, and 
your memories bleſſed.” 

With equal watchfulneſs, he diſcountenances all 
thoſe acts of petulant barbarity, which children are ſo 
apt to exerciſe on the reptile creation. He will allow 
no court of inquiſition to be erected within his houſe; 
no, not upon the moſt deſpicable, or even the noxious 


a A book admirably calculated to inſtru and entertain; 
wrote we celebrated Mr RicuarDs0N, in eight volumes, 
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animals. The very nuiſances that are endued with life, 
he thinks ſhould be diſpatched, not with a lingering 
butchery, but with a merciful expedition. — To rend 
in pieces a poor fly, and feaſt their eyes with the 
mangled limbs, ſhivering and convulſed in the pan 

of death; to impale a wretched inſe& on the = 
or the bodkin ; and, what is ſtill more ſhocking, to 
take pleaſure in hearing its paſſionate moan, and ſee- 
ing its agonizing ſtruggles ; ſuch practices he abſolute- 
ly forbids, as inſufferable violations of nature's law ; 
ſuch as tend to extinguiſh the ſoft emotions of pity, 
and igure the mind to a habit of inhumanity.— He 


often informs his lovely pupils, that every living crea- 


ture is ſenſible of pain; that none can be abuſed in 


this cruel manner, without ſuffering very exquiſite 


miſery. To turn their torments into paſtime, and 
make ſport with their anguiſh, is a rigour more than 
tyrannical, worſe than brutal; is the very reverſe of 
that benign Providence, whole tender mercies are over 
ALL his works. 

He propoſes to give them a taſte of natural philoſe- 
phy, and to accommodate them with the beſt micro- 
ſcopes ; that the uſe of theſe inſtruments, and a ſpice 
of that knowledge, may inſpire them with an earl 
admiration of nature's works, and with the deepeſt 
veneration of nature's almighty Author.—Camillus has 
no deſign to finiſh a couple of female philoſophers ; or 
to divert their attention from thoſe domeſtic arts, 
which are the trueſt accompliſhments of the ſex *® : 
yet neither would he have his daughters debarred 
from that rational and exalted delight, which is to be 
found in the contemplating the curioſities of the great 
Creator's cabinet. Why may they not, without de- 
parting from their own, or encroaching on the maſcu- 
line character; why may they not be acquainted with 
the accurately-nice ſtructure of an animal, or with the 
proceſs and effects of vegetation? Why may they 
not learn the admirable operations of the air, or the 
wonderful properdies of the water? have ſome general 
notion of the immenſe magnitudes, the prodigious 
diſtances, and the ſtill more amazing revolutions of 
the heavenly orbs ? He apprehends it very practicable, 
to conduct an entertainment with dignity, and order 
a family with propriety ; even while they retain ſome 
tolerable idea of thoſe magnificent laws, which regu- 
late the ſyſtem of the univerſe. 

The microſcope, whenever they are inclined to a- 
muſe themſelves, will ſhew them a profuſion of ſplen- 
did ornaments, in ſome of the moſt common and con- 
temptible objects. It will ſhew them gold and em- 
broidery, diamonds and pearl, azure, green, and ver- 
milion, where unaſſiſted eyes behold nothing but pro- 
vocatives of their abhorrence. This inſtrument will 
ſhew them the brighteſt varniſh, and the moſt curious 
carving, even in the minuteſt ſcraps of exiſtence. 
Far more ſurpriſing than the magic feats of the moſt 
dexterous juggler, it will treat their fight, not with 
deluſive, but with real wonders. A huge elephant + 


ſhall ſtalk, where a puny mite was wont to crawl. 


Blood ſhall bound from the beating heart, and eyes 
ſparkle with a lively luſtre ; limbs ſhall play the moſt 
ſprightly motions, or ſtand compoſed in the moſt 
graceful attitudes; where nothing ordinarily appear- 
ed, but a confuſed ſpeck of animated matter.—A tinc- 
ture of philoſophy will be the coſmetic of nature; will 
render all her ſcenes lovely, and all her apartments a 
theatre of diverſion ; diverſions infinitely ſuperior to 
thoſe dangerous delights, which are ſo apt to inyeigle 
the affections, and debauch the minds of young peo- 
ple.— When Philoſophy lends her optics, an uncloud- 


© For nothing lovelier can be found 
In woman, than to ſtudy houſehold good. MiLr. 
+ What is alluſively ſaid of the detracting tongue, may, I 
think, without a figure, be affirmed of this wonderful inſtru- 
ment. Trabem in feſtuca, elephantem in culice, Alpes et Pyre- 
næos ſaltus in verruca oftendit. | | 
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ed morning, beautiful with the riſing ſun; a clear 
night, brilliant with innumerable ſtars ; will be a more 
pleaſing ſpectacle, than the gaudieſt illuminations of the 
aſſembly-room. The melody of birds, and the mur- 
mur of fountains ; the humming inſect, and the ſigh- 
ing gale ; will be a higher gratification, than the fi- 
neſt airs of an opera. A field covered with corn, or 
a meadow beſprinkled with dailies ; a marſh planted 
with oliers, or a mountain ſhaded with oaks ; will 
yield a far more agreeable proſpect, than the moſt 
pompous ſcenes that decorate the ſtage. Should clouds 
overcaſt the heavens, or winter diſrobe the flowers; 
an inquiry into the cauſes of theſe grand viciſlitudes, 
will more than compenſate the tranſitory lols. A 
diſcovery of the divine wiſdom and divine goodneſs, 
in theſe ſeemingly- diſaſtrous changes, will impart gat- 
ety to the moſt gloomy ſky, and make the moſt un- 
ornamented ſeaſons ſmile. 

It is for want of ſuch truly elegant and ſatisfactory 
amuſements, that ſo many ladies of the firſt diſtinc- 
tion, and fineſt genius, have no proper employ for 
their delicate capacities; but loſe their happineſs in 
flights of caprice, or fits of the vapour ; loſe their 
time in the moſt inſipid chat, or the moſt whiſimcal 
vagaries : while thought is a burthen, and reflection 
is a drudgery, ſolitude fills them with horror, and a 
ſerious diſcourſe makes them melancholy. 

Above all, Camillus is moſt earneſtly deſirous to 
have his tender charge —_ in the principles, 
and actuated with the ſpirit of Chriſtianity. No 
ſcheme, he is thoroughly perſuaded, was ever ſo wiſe- 
ly calculated to ſweeten their tempers, to exalt their 
affections, and form them to felicity, either in this 
world or another. It is therefore his daily endeavour, 
by the moſt eaſy and endearing methods of inſtruction, 
to fill their minds with the knowledge of thoſe-heaven- 
ly doctrines; and win their hearts to the love of that 
invaluable book, in which they are delineated. —He 
longs to have a ſenſe of GOD Almighty's goodneſs 
impreſſed on their fouls. From this ſource, under 
the influences of the ſanctifying Spirit, he would de- 
rive all the graces, and all the duties of godlineſs *. 
With this view, he ſpeaks of the Divine Majeſty, not 
only as r great, but as moſt tranſcend- 
ently poſſeſſed of every delightful, every charming 
excellence. He repreſents all the comforts they en- 
joy, and every bleſſing they receive, as the gifts of 
His bountiful hand, and as an earneſt of unſpeakably- 

richer favours. He often, often reminds them, that 

whatever their heavenly Father commands, forbids, in- 

ficts, proceeds from his overflowing kindneſs, and is 

intended for their eternal good, if, by theſe expedi- 

ents, he may awaken in their minds, an habitual gra- 

titude to their everlaſting Benefactor. The actings of 

which noble principle, are not only fruitful in every 

— work, but productive of the trueſt ſatisfaction: 

ewhat like the fragrant ſteams of conſecrated in- 

cenſe; which, while they honoured the great object 

3 of worſhip, regaled with their pleaſing perfumes of 
devout worſhip. | 

"= Nothing is more diſpleaſing to Camillus, than the 

4 fond flatteries, which their injudicious admirers be- 

ſow on their ſhape and their complexion, the grace- 

fulneſs of their carriage, and the vivacity of their wit. 

He would fain make them ſenſible, that theſe embel- 

liſhments are of the loweſt value, and moſt fading 


- 


pe — — . —— _—— 


| | » This method is perfectly conformable to the practice of 
| the pſalmiſt ; Thy loving-kindneſs is ever before mine eyes, and, 
animated by this ſweet inducement, I will walk in thy truth, 
Pſal. xxvi. 3.—To the injunRior of our divine Maſter; f 
you laue me, let this be the proof, this the fruit of your affec- 

tion, keep my commandments, John xiv. 15.—Andto the expe- 
rience of the chief of the apoſtles; The love of Chrift, though 
not excluſive of, yet ſuperior to every other motive, conſtrain- 
eth us, 2 Cor. v. 14. 
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nature * ;—that if they render their poſſeſſor 
and ſelf- conceited, they are far greater blemiſh 
a hump on the back, a wen in the neck, or ſtutte;; 

in the ſpeech. —Llle would have them thorough] oo 
vinced, that, notwithſtanding all their ſilks, 9 
and other marks of their ſuperior circumſtances het 
are ignorant, guilty, impotent creatures ; bling K 
truths of the laſt importance ; deſerving the ven : 


8 vain 
es, than 


ance of eternal fire, and unable of themſelves 10 
think a good thought: that, from ſuch convidtions 
, 


they may perceive their abſolute need of a Saviour; 
Saviour in all his offices ;—as a Prophet, to teach the 
heavenly wiſdom ;—as a Pricſt, to atone for all thei 
many, many ſins; as a King, to ſubdue their iniqui. 
ties, write his laws in their hearts, and make t 
in all their converſation, holy. 

In ſhort, the point he chiefly labours, is, to work 
in their hearts a deep, an abiding ſenſe, that 600 
is their ſupreme, their only good ; that the bleſſed 


hem, 


JESUS is therock of their hopes, and the fountain 


of their ſalvation ; that all their dependence, for ac. 
quiring the beauties of holineſs, and taſting the joys 
of the ſublimeſt virtue, is to be placed on the H G. 
LY GHOST the Comforter.—Amidſt all theſe ef. 
forts of his own, he never forgets, never fails to plead 
that precious promiſe of theunchangeable JEHOY Ap. 
I will pour my ſpirit upon thy ſeed, and my bleſſing pen 
thy eſfipring; and they ſhall grow up, in knowledge 


and in grace, as willows by the water-courſes +, 

A lady of brilliant parts, but no very extraordina 
picty, told Camillus, that he would ſpoil the pretty 
dears ; would extinguiſh that decent pride, and fond. 
neſs for pleaſure, which are ſhining qualifications in 
an accompliſhed young lady; which give her an cle- 
vation of ſentiment, and a delicacy of taſte, greatly 
ſuperior to the ignoble vulgar. —To whom he replicd, 
« Far from cxtirpating their paſſions, I only attempt 
« to turn them into a right 1 and direct them 
« to the worthieſt objedts. Willing J am, that they 
„ ſhould have a decent ambition; an ambition, not 
& to catch the giddy coxcomb's eye, or be the hack- 
* neyed toaſt of rakes ; but to pleaſe their parents; 
to make a huſband happy; and to promote the glo- 
« ry of God, —They may entertain a fondneſs for 
ce pleaſure; butſuch pleaſure as will ennoble their ſouls, 
« afford them ſubſtantial ſatisfaction, and prepare them 
« for the fruition of immortal bliſs. Let them be co- 
c yetous alſo, if you pleaſe, Madam; but covetous of 
« redeeming their time, and of gaining intellectual 
« improvement; covetous of thoſe riches, which no 
« moth can corrupt, nor thief ſteal ; which neither 
„ time nor death deſtroy.” | 


In all theſe inſtances of parental ſolicitude, his be- 


loved Emilia takes her conſtant, her willing ſhare; 
contributes her advice, in every plan that is concert- 
ed ; and her hearty concurrence in every expedient 
that is executed ; every expedient, for poliſhing the 


Here is the amiable and noble reverſe of that modiſh pic- 
ture repreſented by Milton : | 


For that fair female troop thou ſaw'ſt, that ſeem'd 
Of goddeſſes, ſo blithe, fo ſmooth, ſo gay, 

Yet empty of all good, wherein conſiſts 

Woman's domeſtic honour and chief praiſe ; 
Bred only and completed to the taſte 

Of luſtful appetence, to ſing, to dance, 


To dreſs, and troll the tongue, and roll the eye. 
, 0 3 B. XI. 614. 


. + V. Xliv. 3. 4. A promiſe of ineſtimable worth; never to 
be forgotten by believing parents; better, to their children, 
than the largeſt patrimony, or the richeſt dowery.—lIt is __ 
ingly beautiful, and equally comfortable. Not, I will on | 
will diftill, but I will pour : denoting a large and copious ſupply 
They ſhall grow, not as a rot out of a dry ground; but 45 4 
tree, planted in a moſt kindly ſoil, where it is plntifully w4- 


tered, and flouriſhes in the moſt ample manner. 
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human jewel &, and making their manners as faultleſs vours! that, as the young ladies are adorned, in their 

as their forms. May the G O D of infinite goodneſs, perſons, with native beauty, they may be enriched, 

the ſacred ſource of all perfection, proſper their endea- in their r with reſined knowledge; and 

5 igni in their fouls, with the ſpirit of the blefled 
f kk ! to rear the tender thought, digniſied, in t pirit of the blefle 

: N * pd N 1 ; JES US.—Then, ſurely, more amia ble objects, the 


And pour the freſh inſtruction o'er the mind, eye of man cannot behold more delirable partners, 
TnowmsoN's Spring. the heart of man cannot with. 


7! 
PREFACE to Buaninan's Pious Memorials “. 


FELIGTON, or an affectionate and firm connec- multitude of thoſe moſt ditinguhed and animating 
R tion of the ſoul with God, is the higheſt im- parts ot hiſtory, traced through various ages of. the 
-ovement of the human mind, and the brighteſt or- church; from the heroic martyrdom of venerable Ig- 
nament of the rational nature. It is the moſt indiſ- natius, to the peaceful exit of the pious and ingenious 
luble bond of civil ſociety, and the only foundation Dr Watts, 
of happineſs to way individual perſon. Theſe hiſtories are not only unqueſtionably true, 

The goſpel, by which we have accels to the King but of the moſt unexceptionable kind. —They are deli- 
immortal, inviſible, through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt ; vered in the very words of the author from whoſe 
by which we Are conformed to his amiable and holy writings they are extracted : ſo that we may depend 
image, through the operations of the bleſſed Spirit ;— upon a ſtrict exadreſs in point of authenticity, and 
the goſpel is, of all other religions, moſt exquiſitely ſhall be entertained with an agreeable diver/ity in refe- 


adapted to compaſs thoſe deſirable ends. rence to ſtyle. None of theſe accounts perſonate the * 
This point hath often been demonſtrated with all romantic inſenſibility of the Stoic, or the brutal hardi- 1 
the ſtrength of argument, and illuſtrated by every de- neſs of the Sceptic. None of them exhibit the inde- * be 


coration of eloguence. In the following ſheets, we are cent levity of a Petronius, or the pitiable fluctuation 
preſented with a new proof of the fame important of a Socrates. But all diſplay true fortitude, rational 
truth ; deduced from a topic /evel to every capacity, tranquillity, and we/l-grounded hope; built upon the 
and from a ſcene in which all muſt, ſooner or later, divine promutes, ſupported by the divine Spirit, ren- 
be perſonally concerned. | dered ſtedfaſt and immoveable by a divine propitiation 
Nothing 2 Un A wo _ 8 and righteouſneſs. 
obſerver ſo forcibly as fad ; nothing hath ſo ſtrong a 250 
tendency to — the — and * Here the miniſter of the goſpel may furniſh himſelf 
the conduct. In the Collection before us, we have a with noble materials, to enrich and enliven his com- 
ſeries of indubitable and intereſting facts. Here are 38 for the pulpit. And I dare venture to fore- 
ſome of the moſt renowned, many of the moſt worthy per- ter 12 no part of his public addreſſes will be heard 
ſons, after a life of exemplary devotion and exalted 155 -L; xv attention or collected with a ſweeter re- 
virtue, bearing their dying teſtimony to the excellency une 8 an his pertinent application of the laſt ſayings 
of the goſpel, and the pleaſures of religion :—Perſons of truly-religious men. 
trom different countries, of different denominations, Here the ſtrong Chriſtian may view, not without a 
and flouriſhing in diſtant periods of time :—Perſons glow of gratitude, perhaps with a rapture of delight, 
in the moſt awful moments of their exiſtence ; when the inxviolable faithfulneſs of his divine Maſter ; who 
hypocriſy drops the maſk ; when worldly motives loſe never leaves nor forſakes his ſervants ; No, not at that 
their weight ; and there remains no more temptation tg ſeaſon, which may moſt emphatically be ſtyled, 
to deceive :—all theſe, uniting in the ſame ſentiments; the time of need. He may view the never, failing tender- 
all repoling their confidence on the ſame GREAT Mepi- neſs and grace of that good Spirit, who opens the 
aToR; all proclaiming the dignity, efficacy, and glory rich promiſes of ſcripture ; applies the precious atone- 
of the evangelical ſyſtem, in a manner ſuperior to ment of a Saviour; and makes the ſoldier of Ixsus al- 
language : —proclaiming it by a peace of conſcience, % 79 ir rmph. ee 
which the whole world cannot give; and a joy of Here the feeble, trembling believer may ſee imper— 
heart, which tranſcends all deſcription. fect creatures, men of like paſſions and of like infir- 
Such a collection of Memoirs is, I think, a valuable mities with himſelf, looking death in the face with 
addition to the evidences for Chriſtianity ; a conſider- mntrepidity. He may hear them addreſſing that ghaſtly 
able aid to the intereſts of piety ; and worthy, both of monarch, in the triumphant language of the apoſtle, 
frequent peruſal, and univerſal acceptance. O Death, where is thy ſting /—To hear and ſee this, 
A work of this nature hath often appeared to me will be a more effectual expedient to eſtabliſh his heart, 


among the defiderata of the cloſet. I have ſometimes more ſovereign to deliver him from the bondage of fear, 
wondered, that no ingenious pen hath attempted it; than the moſt ſpirited exhortations, or the moſt ſage 


and always thought, that, when duly executed, it directions. | | 
would bid fair 9088 extenſive "uſefuln eſs. But I am glad Should the unbeliever be ſo impartial, as to mark 
to find myſelf anticipated in this opinion by a writer t, theſe diſciples of Jesus, and conffder the end of their 
whoſe words 1 ſhall beg leave to tranſcribe, and whoſe converſation ; he muſt ſurely acknowledge, both the 
judgment cannot be queſtioned :—* There is nothing divine origin, and wnegualled energy of the glorious 
© in hiſtory which is ſo improving to the reader, as goſpel ; ſince it adminiſters ſuch ſtrong conſolation, 
r thoſe accounts which we meet with of the deaths of amidſt the pains of a mortal diſtemper, and the ruins 
* eminent perſons, and. of their behaviour in that of diffolving nature.—Vain, inexpreſſibly vain and 
; dreadful ſeaſon .. Here is a large field, in which inſignificant, mult every other ſcheme of ſalvation ap- 
e reader may not barely glean a few ears, but gather Pear; which is deſtitute of an all-ſufficient Redeemer, 
is Heaves, or reap a harveſt of that ſacred improve- and void of an almighty Comforter. 
ment, which our admired critic mentions. Here is a Should the /ibertine, in a ſerious interval, approach 
| | theſe death-beds of the juſt ; he may behold the genuine 
* Referred to i a OR its of faith unfe; ; : 
Referred to Mr Hzzver's Life, p. ii. ruits unifclgndl. and the bleed conſequences 
+ Mr Addi/on, + Spe@tator, vol. IV, No 289g, ol vital holineg.— And here can he behold 


432 TRAIL L“'s 
A ſcene, fo ſtrong to 2 fo fweet to charm, 
S» great to raiſe, ſo heavenly to inſpire, 


So ſolid to ſupport fair Virtue's throne * ? 


Or how can he behold all this, without feeling ſome 
pangs of /alutary regret ; without entering into him- 
leif, and forming ſome uſeful reflections? “ Will my 
« vitious gratifications create ſuch ſweet compoſure, 
6 ſuch humble joy, ſuch heavenly hope, at the laſt aw- 
ful hour? Alas! will they not rather ſharpen the 
<« fatal arrow; add poiſon to the point, and anguiſh, 
inconccivable anguiſh, to the wound?“ 

There may be, and there doubtleſs is, a variety of 
treatiſes, written upon a variety of ſubjects, in which 
many people are no way intereſted. But the ſubject 
of this book appertams to all. It is appointed, and 
by an irrevocable decree, that a/ muſt die. There is 
no diſcharge in this warfare ; no, not for the votaries 
of gaicty and indolence. — This conſideration, me- 
thinks, hould incline even the gay and indolent to ob- 
ſerve what is tranſacted in the antechamber to thoſe 
apartments, where they themſelves muſt ſhortly lodge. 
And would they, from the enſuing narratives, make 
their obſervation, they might be led to entertain more 
favourable apprehenſions of our holy religion. —They 
would find, that, far from embittering life, it ſweetens 
death. Inſtead of damping the enjoyments of health, 
it ſoftens the bed of ficknelh and fooths even the ago- 
nies of diſſolution. Why then ſhould they be afraid 
of pure and undefiled religion? why ſtand aloof, why 
withdraw themſelves, from its benign 1nvitations ? 
Can that throw a gloom upon the delectable hills, 
which is able to gild and gladden the valley of dark- 
neſs? 

Some, perhaps, may be prompted by curigſity to 
caſt an eye upon this ſolemn and auguſt ſpectacle ; 
—a multitude of rational beings, arrived on the very 
borders of the inviſible ſtate, bidding a final adieu to 
time,—and juſt launching out into the abyſſes of eter- 
nity. And. bleſſed be the divine 4 the ſpec- 
tacle is as delightful as it is auguſt. Their Gop, their Gop 
ſuſtains them in the greateſt extremity .—T hey overcome 
the laſt enemy through the blood of the LAM B.—Their 
diſcourſes ſavour of heaven their hopes are full of 
immortality.—And is not this a privilege devoutly to 
be wiſhed f? Who, that has the leaſt ſeriouſneſs, or 


* Night-Thoughts, night II. 
+ Even a Pagan writer could not but diſcern the excellency 
of ſuch a bleſſing; and made it one of the principal ingredients 
which conſtitute happineſs. 


Felix, qui potuit rerum cognoſcere cauſas, 
Atque metus omnes, et inexorabile fatum, 
Subjecit pedibus, ſtrepitumque Acherontis avari. 
VIRC. Georg, lib. II. 
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A LETTER to Mr JohN TRAIL IL late bookſeller in Edinburgh, now miniſter of 
a Congregation of Proteſtant Diſſenters at Chelſea, near London. 


SIR, | 
Received your very valuable and no leſs acceptable 
preſent *, ſome weeks ago. I ſhould have acknow- 
ledged the favour ſooner ; but I choſe to ſtay till I had 
taſted the diſh you ſet before me. And indeed I find it 
to be ſavoury meat, the true manna ; food for the ſoul. 
Your worthy relative + was a workman that need 


* Mr Traill had ſent Mr Hervey a copy of his new edition 
of the firſt two volumes of the works of the Rev. Mr Robert 
Traill late miniſter in London. The third volume was not re- 
publiſhed till after Mr Hervey's death. * 

I Mr Robert Traill was uncle to Mr John Trail. 


WORKS RECOMM END E b. 


Te 


feels any concern for his true happineſs, can forbe; 
crying out, on ſuch an occaſion, LET ME DIE 
DEATH OF THE RIGHTEOUs *! "a 


Life, take thy chance. But oh! for ſuch an end 4! 


Upon the whole, I would perſuade 

THz provs MiMorRiIALs may 4 2 05 that 
welcome and well-adapted addreſs to readers . : 
character ;—may be a means, in the hand of 3 
dence, to awaken the thoughtleſs, and fix their rg 
tion upon. important and everlaſting thin w 
tend to reclaim the diſſo/ute from ruinous 
and engage them in the purſuit of thoſe ſubſtantia} a 
quiſitions, which will „bring them peace at the aft. 
—may animate the Chri/tian to freſh zeal and rene. 

ed activity, in the ſervice of our adorable Daaxury 
—That each, while he is running his race, ma 7 
inſpirited to ſay, with the holy apoſtle, To me to 1 | 
CHRIST; and each, when he hath finiſhed hi 
courſe, may be,emboldened to add, To me 10 die 1 

ain. 

With this aim the narratives were collected: with 
this aim they are publiſhed. May the Loxp of all 
power and might make them effectual to accompliſh 
what is ſo laudably deſigned! Then it will not be 
deemed a piece of offticious impertinence, or preſumin 

boldneſs, for me to recommend them : it will rather 
be looked upon as an act of friendſhip to the decez. 
ſed author, and his diſtreſſed widow ;—as an effort of 
true, of Chriſtian benevolence to my fellow-creature. 
—and a proper expreſſion of my gratitude to the Py. 
blic, for that remarkable candour and indulgence 
ſhewn to 


Their obliged, and 


Very humble ſervant, 


Weſton-Favell, 
July 18. 1753. 


JIAMMESs HERVII. 


I wiſh I could do juſtice to Virgil's beautiful lines: but, 
though I dare not attempt a tranſlation, I will aſſure the un- 
learned reader, that no book in our language, none, at leaſt, 
that I am acquainted with, contains ſo copious an exemplifca- 
tion of their meaning, as the following pages afford. Here he 
may ſee what the charming poet ſo delicately deſcribes, but what 
the poor Heathen never knew where to find. | 

Numb. xxiii. 10. + Night-Thoughts, night II, 


* 


not be aſhamed. He knew how, clearly to ſtate and I 


ſolidly to eſtabliſh the faith of G O D's elect, and tht 
doctrine according to godlineſs—O ! that my hear, 
and the heart of every reader, may be opened | 
the eternal SPIRIT, to receive the precious truths 

The letter at the end of the firſt volume *, is 2 JV 
dicious performance. It rightly divides the word o 
truth, and lays the line, with a maſterly hand, between 
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Proteſtant di 


* This letter is entitled, A vindication of the and profeſs 


trine concerning juſtification, and of its preacher! 
from the unjuſt charge of Antinomianiſm. 


RE NT WS SS % FEES N 


reſumptuous legaliſt, and the licentious Antino- 
„n. I am particularly pleaſed with the honourable 
tel mony bore, to thoſe two excellent books, Dr 
53 treatiſe on juſtification, and Mr Marſhall's 
-o:pel-myſtery of ſanctiſication &: Books fit to be re- 


ommended by ſo good a judge! 


the p 


„ I think,” ſys Mr Traill, “ that Dr Owen's excellent 
« hook of juſtification, and Mr Marſhall's book of the my- 
« ſtery of ſanctification by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, are ſuch vin- 
« Jications and confirmations of the Proteſtant doctrine, a- 
« oainſt which I fear no effectual oppoſition.— Mr Marſhall 
10 — a holy and retired perſon, and is only known to the 
« moſt of us by his book lately publiſhed. The book is a deep, 
« practical, well-jointed diſcourſe, and requires a more than 
« ordinary attention in reading of it with profit. And, if it 
« be fingly uſed, I look upon it as one of the moſt uſe- 
« ful books the world hath ſeen for many years, Its excel- 
« lence is, that it leads the ſerious reader directly to Jeſus 
« Chriſt, and cuts the ſinews and overturns the foundation of 
« the new divinity, by the ſame argument of goſpel-holineſs, by 
« which many attempt to overturn the old. And, as it hath 


PROMISE SS. 


0 F 


533 


If the LORD pleaſes to give Tar RON and Aspa- 
$10 any acceptance in Scotland, I ſhall be ſincerely 
glad; but if he vouchſafes to make them, not onl 
welcome, but uſeful viſitants, I ſhall excedingly re- 
joice,—In caſe you ſhould think them calculated to 
promote the honour and further the goſpel of F E- 
SUSCHRIST, I hope you will favour them with 
your recommendation, and accompany them with your 
prayers ; which will be a freſh inſtance of kindneſs to, 


S I R, 


Y bliged fri 
Weſton, July 8. our obliged friend, 


v.13 9 and obedient ſervant, 


already had the ſeal of high approbation by many judicious 
& miniſters and Chriſtians that have read it; fo I fear not 
but it will ſtand firm as a rock againſt all oppoſition, and 
will prove good ſeed, and food, and light to many herg- 
after. — See above, p. 342. and p. 471. 


«c 


LRA HS PEEP HS ELSE PLD Ps BEI DEPT EG TY Og OI OS AIC 


15 


PROMISES, to be paſted at the beginning and end of a Bible. 


PFERD 
T'o be paſted at the beginning of a Bible. 


0D bath given us exceeding great and precious promiſes, that 
by theſe we might be partakers of the divine nature. 2 Pet. i. 4. 


DivineE TEACHING. 
IC. xxix. 18, The eyes of the blind ſhall ſee out of obſcurity. 


Jer, xxxi. 34. They ſhall all know me, from the leaſt of them 
unto the greateſt of them. 


John xiv. 26. The Holy Ghoſt ſhall teach you all things, 
If. viii. 11. The Lon p ſhall guide thee continually, 


PARDON. 
If. xlii. 25. I am he that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions. 
If. i. 18,—Sins as ſcarlet—ſhall be as white as ſnow. 


1 Pet. ii. 24. Who his own ſelf bare our ſins, in his own body, 
on the tree. | 


John i..7. The blood of Jesvs CnurisT cleanſeth from all 
ſin. 


Jus TIFICATION. 


Rom. viii. 33, 34.—lt is Gop that juſtificth, 
om. iii. 21. 22, 23. 24 Juſtiñed freely by his grace. 
If. xIv. 24. 2 5. In the Logp have I righteouſneſs, 
2 Cor. v. 21. We are made the righteouſneſs of Gop in him. 


SANCTIFICATION. 


Fock. xi. 19. 20. I will put a new ſpirit within you. 
Tit. ii, 14. CIS T gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity. 
Heb. viii. 10. 11. 12. 1 will put my laws into their mind, and 
write them in their hearts. 
1 Theſl, v. 23. The Gop of peace ſanftify—your whole ſpirit, 
and ſoul, and body. | 


No XXIII. 


pP AR O M 1 S8 K 8 
To be paſted at the end of a Bible. 


TEMPORAL BLESSINGS. 
1 Tim. iv. 8. Godlineſs hath the promiſe of the life that now is. 
Pſal. x xxvii. 3. Verily thou ſhalt be fed. 


Matth. vi. 33. Seek firſt the kingdom of Go p, and all things 
ſhall be added. 


1 Tim, vi. 17. Who giveth us all things richly to enjoy, 


TEMPTATION. 


1 Cor. x, 13. Gop will not ſuffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are able, 


2 Cor. xii. 9. My GRACE is ſufficient for thee. 
Rom. 6. 14. Sin ſhall not have dominion over you. 
Luke xxii. 32, I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not. 


AFFLICTION, 
Job v. 17. Happy is the man whom Gop correcteth. 
Lam. iii. 32. Tho' he cauſe grief, yet will he have compaſſion. 
Pſal. I. 15. Call upon me in trouble; I will deliver thee. 
Rev. iii. 19. As many as I love, I rebuke and chaſten. 


DEATH. 


1 Cor. xv. 55, 56. 57. Go p giveth us the victory, through 


our LokD JESUS CHVUHSsT. 
2 Cor. v. 1. It our earthly houſe is diſſolved, we have a build- 
ing of Gov. 
John iii. 16. Whoſoever believeth, ſhall have everlaſting life. 
Pſal. xxiii. 4. Though I paſs through death, I will fear no evil. 


ConNCLUSION. 


GOD, willing more abundantly to ſhew unto the heirs of promiſe 
- the immutability of his counſel, confirmed it by an oath. Heb, 
M. 7. 
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A LETTER to RICHARD NASH, Eſq; 


Late Maſter of the Ceremonies at Bath *. 


rr 
Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near. II. Iv. 6. 
S444 #44 K«*%œẽ ö !: 4 4 4 4 $$ $$$$$$$$*+$**#$*$*$+$+$$+$4$44444, 


S I X, 


HIS comes from your ſincere friend, and 
one that has your beſt incereſt deeply at 
heart: it comes on a deſign altogether im- 
: portant, and of no leſs conſequence than 
_ everlaſting happineſs ; ſo that it may juſtly chal- 
enge your careful regard. It is not to upbraid or re- 
proach, much leſs to triumph and inſult over your 
miſconduct : no; it is pure benevolence, it is diſinter- 
eſted good-will prompts me to write; ſo that I hope 
I ſhall not raiſe your reſentment : however, be the iſ- 
ſue what it will, I cannot bear to ſee you walk in the 
paths that lead to death, without warning you of your 
danger; without ſounding in your ears the awful ad- 
monition, Return and live: for why will you die?” 
I beg of you to conſider whether you do not, in ſome 
meaſure, reſemble thoſe accurſed children of Eli; whom, 
though they were famous in their generation, and 
men of renown, yet vengeance ſuffered not to live. 
For my part, I may ſafely uſe the expoſtulation of the 
old prieſt: Why do you ſuch things? for I hear of 
« your evil dealings by all this people: nay, my bro- 
« ther, for it is no good report I hear ; you make the 
Lord's people to tranſgreſs.“ I have long oblerved 
and pitied you; and a moſt melancholy ſpectacle I 
lately beheld, made me reſolve to caution you, leſt 
you alſo come into the fame condemnation. 


I was not long ſince called to viſit a poor gentle- 
man, ere while of the moſt robuſt body, and gayeſt 
temper I ever knew: but when I viſited him, Oh 
how was the glory departed from him! I found him 
no more that ſprightly and vivacious ſon of joy which 
he uſed to be; but languiſhing, pining away, and 
withering under the chaſtiſing hand of God! his 
limbs feeble and trembling ; his countenance forlorn 
and ghaſtly ; and the little breath he had left, ſobb'd 
out in ſorrowful ſighs: his body haſtening apace to 
the duſt, to lodge in the ſilent grave, the land of 
darkneſs and deſolation : his ſoul juſt going to God 
who gave it; preparing itfelf to wing away to its 
long home; to enter upon an unchangeable and eter- 
nal ſtate. When I was come up into his chamber, and 
had ſeated myſelf on his bed, he firſt caſt a moſt wiſh- 
ful look upon me ; and then began, as well as he was 
able, to ſpeax.— Oh! that I had been wiſe; that 1 
« had known this; that I had confidered my latter 
« end! Ah! Mr H—-, death is knocking at my 
« doors; in a few hours more I ſhall draw my laſt 
« gaſp; and then judgment, the tremendous judg- 
« ment! How ſhall I appear, unprepared as I am, be- 
« fore the all- knowing and omnipotent God? how 
« ſhall I endure the day of his coming?” When I 
mentioned, among many other things, that /?r:& ho- 
tineſs, which he had formerly ſo lightly eſteemed ; he 
replied, with a haſty eagerneſs ; © Oh! that holenefs is 


« the only thing I now long for: I have not words, 


& to tell you how highly I value it: I would gladly 
<« part with all my eſtate, large as it is, or a world, to 


Mr Hervey is ſuppoſed to have wrote this letter, when he 


was at Bath, in the year 1743. It was found _—_ Mr Naſb's 
papers after his death; and an extract of it was inſerted in an 
account of his death, publiſhed ſeveral years ago.—For ought 
appears, this man of pleaſure deſpiſed the awful warning given 
him by the benevolcat Mr Hervey, and died as he had lived. 


„ obtain it: now my benighted eyes are enli ; 
« I clearly diſcern the things dire A 
is there in the place whither I am oing but Goa ? 
&« or, what is there to be deſired on earth but religion ” 
—But if this God ſhould reſtore you to health, faid1 
think you that you would alter your former courſe? 
1 call heaven and earth to witneſs,” ſaid he « ] 
% would labour for holineſs, as I ſhall ſoon labour for 
life: as for riches and pleaſures, and the applauſeg 
« ot men, I account them as droſs and dung ; ng 
* more to my happineſs than the feathers that lie on 
the floor. Oh! if the righteous Judge would try 
* me once more; if he would but reprieve and ſpare 
me a little longer ;—in what a ſpirit would I ſpend 
* the remainder of my days? I would know no 
other bulineſs ; aim at no other end than perfectin 

* myſclf in holineſs: whatever contributed to that; 


© every means of grace; every opportunity of ſpiri. 


* tual improvement, ſhould be dearer to me than 
* thouſands of gold and ſilver.— But alas! why do! 
* amuſe myſelf with fond imaginations? The beſt 
„ reſolutions are now inſignificant, becauſe they are 
„too late: the day, in which I ſhould have worked, 
is over and gone; and I ſee a fad, horrible night 
approaching, bringing with it the blackneſs of dark- 
% neſs for ever. Heretofore, (wo is me), when God 
called, I refuſed ; when he invited, I was one of 
« them that made excuſe : now, therefore, I receive 
the reward of my deeds ; fearfulneſs and tremblin 

are come upon me; I ſmart; 1am in fore an ai 
already; and yet this is but the beginning of for- 
„% rows! It doth not yet appear what J ſhall be; 
« but ſure I (hall be ruined, undone, and deſtroyed 
« with an everlaſting deſtruction.” 


This fad ſcene I ſaw with my eyes; theſe words, 
and many more equally affecting, I heard with my 
ears; and ſoon after attended the unhappy gentleman 
to his tomb. The poor breathleſs ſkeleton ſpoke in 
ſuch an accent, and with ſo much earneſtneſs, that 
could not eaſily forget him, or his words: and 281 
was mufing upon this ſorrowfu! ſubject, I remembered 
Mr Naſh ;—1 remembered you, Sir; for I diſcerned 
too near an agreement and correſpondence between 
yourſelf and the deceaſed. They are alike, ſaid I, in 
their ways, and what ſhall hinder them from being 4 
like in their end? The courſe of their actions Wa 
equally full of ſin and folly ; and why ſhould not (he 
period of them be equally full of horror and diſtreſs: 
I am. grieyoully afraid for the ſurvivor, leſt, as he 
lives the life, ſo he ſhould die the death of this wretch- 
ed man, and his latter end ſhould be like his. 


For this cauſe, therefore, I take my pen, to adviſe 
to admoniſh—nay—to requeſt of you to repent, 
while you have opportunity; if haply you ma) hn 
grace and forgiveneſs: yet a moment, and you wt 
die; yet a little while, and you muf? die: and will . 
o down with infamy and deſpair to the grave, ratte 
than depart in peace, and with hopes full 0 
tality ? n 
But I muſt tell you plainly, Sir, with the utm 


freedom, that your preſent behaviour 15 not the Wa) 


to reconcile yourſelf to God : you are fo far from mA 


f immor- 
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RULES or THE IMPROVEMENT<-SOCIETY. 


king atonement to offended juſtice, that you are ag- 
vating the former account, and heaping up an in- 
creaſe of wrath againſt the day of wrath. For what 


fay the ſcriptures ! thoſe books, which, at the conſum- 


mation of all things, the Ancient of days ſhall open, 
—and judge you by every jot and tittle therein; 
what fay theſe ſacred volumes? Why, they teſtify 
and declare to every ſoul of man, That whoſoever li- 
veth in pleaſure, is dead while he Irveth : ſo that, ſo long 
:3 you roll on in a continued circle of ſenſual delights, 
and vain entertainments, you are dead to all the pur- 
ſes of piety and virtue: you are as odious to God 
*5 a corrupt carcaſe that lies putrefying in the church- 
ard : you are as far from doing your duty, or work- 
ing out your ſalvation, or reſtoring yourſelf to the di- 


vine favour, as a heap of dry bones nailed up in a 


coffin is from vigour and activity,—Think, Sir, I con- 
jure you, think upon this, if you have any inclina- 
tion to eſcape the fire that never will be quenched. 
Would you be reſcued from the fury and herce anger 
of almighty God ? would you be delivered from weep- 
ing, and wailing, and inceſſant gnaſhing of teeth ? 
Sure you would !—Then I exhort you as a friend ; I 
beſeech you as a brother; 1 charge you as a meſſenger 
from the great God, in his own moſt ſolemn words: 
« Caſt away from you your tranſgreſſions ; make you 


53s 


* a new heart, and a new ſpirit ; ſo iniquity ſhall not 
„ be your ruin.“ | | 


Perhaps you may be diſpoſed to contemn this, and 
its ſerious purport ; or to recommend it to your com- 
panions as a fit ſubject for raillery :—but let me tell 
you beforehand, that for this, as well as for other 
things, God wall bring you into judgment: he ſees 
me now write; he will obſerve you while you read; 
he notes down my words in his book; he will note 
down your conſequent procedure: ſo that not upon 
me, but upon your own ſelf, will the neglecting or 
deſpiſing my ſayings turn. If thou be wiſe, thou 
„ ſhalt be wiſe for thyſelf; if thou ſcorneſt, thou 
alone ſhalt bear it.” | 


Be not concerned, Sir, to know my name; it is 
enough that you will know this hereafter : tarry but 
a little, till the Lord, even the moſt mighty God, ſhall 
call the heaven from above, and the earth, that he 
may judge his people ; — and then you will ſee me 
face to face: there ſhall I be ready, at the dreadful 
tribunal, to joy and rejoice with you, if you regard 
my admonitions, and hve ; or to be—what God pre- 
vent,—by inclining your heart to receive this friendly 
admonition, | 


CHEESE FFF 
RULES and ORDERS of the Aſſembly for Chriſtian Improvement *. 
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God is greaty to be feared in the aſſemblies of his ſaints ; and to be had tn reverence by all that are round about 


him, Pſal. Ixxxix. 7. 
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1 


ten or twelve at the utmoſt, leſt an increa- 
ſed number ſhould produce confufion or 
- diſſenſions; and that each member, in or- 
der to prevent any ſiniſter reflections from the incon- 
liderate, or vitious, be cautious of mentioning to 
any others that he belongs to ſuch 4 an aſſembly.— 
And that each member before he ſets out, and on his 
rcturn, do uſe the forms of prayer, which are ſpecified 
in the MixuTes, and particularly adapted to this oc- 


caſion. 
II. 


That no one ſhall be admitted a member, who has 
not been propoſed by the chairman at the preceding aſ- 
ſembly,—or who ſhall be diſapproved of by any two 
members on a ballot, which ſhall always be taken on 


ſuch occaſions, how unanimous ſoever the members 
may ſcem to be beforehand. | 


— 


III. 5 


That the members ſhall be regiſtered alphabetically 


in the MixuTzs of the aſſembly's proceedings, and 


that the chairman of the day be appointed regularly, 
according to that liſt; ſo that no a 2s a 
may ariſe about precedence ; and that a treaſurer be 
(lected annually, the firſt Tueſday in Januar. 


E Fg WL 
That the aſſembly meet on the firſt Tueſday in every 
mouth during the ſummer-ſeaſon, punctually at twelve 


* Referred to in Mr Hervey's Life, above, p. v. 
As this aſſembly met at different inns, public prayer would 


ons. —Beſides, the real deſign of this meeting was known on- 


to a few; and the injunction of ſecrecy was given to each 


member, in order to avoid the a igi 

| , ppearance of religious oſtenta- 
2 and in compliance with the apoſtle's precaution, viz. 
net your good be evil ſpoken , Rom. xiv. 16. 


— 


HAT this aſſembl conſiſt of no more than 


o' clock; and on the moon: light Tueſday, during the 
winter- ſeaſon, exactly at ten, at ſuch inn as ſhall from 
time to time be agreed on by the majority; and that 
dinner be ready preciſely at two in the ſummer, and 
one in the winter. 


V. 

That as ſoon as the aſſembly is met, the names of 
the preſent members ſhall be entered in the Mixurks, 
and che forfeits (if there be any due) depoſited in the 
charity- purſe. After which the chairman ſhall inquire, 
if the prayers, as agreed upon by the aſſembly, and 
entered in their MinuTEs, have been properly uſed by 
each member at his own home. Then the chairman 
ſhall, in a thort charge, or exhortation, remind his 
aſſociates of the importance of ſuch a meeting, and 
enumerate the good effects, which the ſelected chap- 
ters, if rightly improved, may produce. 


VI. 

The chairman ſhall then read the chapter in the Old 
Teſtament in Engliſb, and ſhall pauſe at the end of 
every verſe, that any one who pleaſes may make ſuch 
inquiries and reflections, as may occaſionally ariſe ; 
but that no two perſons ſpeak at a time; and if two 
accidentally begin, the chairman ſhall dire& which is 
to go on. And that every member ſhall, againſt the 
next meeting, ſend to the chairman whatever obſer- 
vation of his on the chapter of the day the members 
then preſent had delired to have entered in their Mt- 
NUTES: by which method, many uſeful obſervations 
may be preſerved: And in caſe any verſe ſhall not be 


cleared of its difficulties to the ſatisfaction of the pre- 


ave alarmed the attendants, and cauſed groſs miſrepreſenta- 


ſent members, the ſaid verſe ſhall be reconſidered at 
the next meeting. p 

At three o'clock preciſely, during the ſummers-ſea- 
ſon, (no more than an hour being allowed for dining), 


536 oer 


the chairman ſhall proceed in reading a chapter in 
Greek out of the New Teſtament, to be commented on 
in like manner as that out of the Old. But in the 
winter-ſcaſon, when the aſſembly meet at ten, the 
chapter both in the Old as well as the New Teſtament 
{hall be read before dinner; and after dinner no other 
bulineſs, than that ſpecified in the ninth article, {hall 
be entered on. | 
VIII. 


That the two chapters to be conſidered by the aſſem- 
bly at their next meeting, be previouſly appointed be- 
fore the adjournment of cvery aſſembly, either by the 
ſucceeding chairman, it preſent, or in cafe of his ab- 
ſence, by the majority; of which chapters the abſent 
members ſhall have timely notice ſent them in writing. 


IX. 

That at every meeting (as time permits) each mem- 
ber, in an alphabetical order, ſhall be deſired to give 
an account of ſome religions author (which he has 
read in the preceding month) in as conciſe and ſuccinct 
a manner as poſſible. 1 


That, at every meeting, half a crown ſhall be given 
by each member for charitable uſes; and that, at the 
end of the year, the money ſhall be expended in clo- 
thing or educating ſuch poor perſons, or relieving 
ſuch incurables, as the members in their alphabetical 
order {hall recommend to the aſſembly. 


XI. 

That every member who is abſent, though occa- 
fioned by the moſt urgent buſineſs, or even indiſpo- 
ſition. (unleſs ſuch indiſpoſition ſhall continue longer 
than a month), ſhall pay halt a crown towards the cha- 
rity purſe, and one ſhilling and ſixpence towards the 
dinner, in the ſame manner as if he had been preſent. 


XII. 

That the aſſembly break * up by ſeven in the ſum- 
mer, and by four in the winter ; and that each mem- 
ber, n his return home, uſe the form of prayer which 
is ſpecificd in our MinuTEs, and peculiarly adapted to 
this occaſion. | | 


We: whoſe names are underwrittten, have this day 
(being the ſeventh day of July 1747) ſubſcribed our 
aſſent to theſe rules and orders, as witneſs our hands. 


CUDELDELDELEILVELDELLDELED 
The Form of PRAYER compoſed by Mr 
Hervey, to be uſcd by each Member before 
ſetting out for the ASSEMBLY. 

Lord, thou haſt ſaid, Where two or three are gathered 


together in thy name, there am I in the midſt of them. 
Matth. xvi. 20. | 


Lmighty and immortal God, Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and through him the God of all 

* Some of the members lived five or fix miles from the place 
of meeting, which was always at public houſes, and as near 


the centre of each member's reſidence as could be conveniently 
contrived. 
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mercies, vouchſafe, we beſecch thee, to look 0 
upon us thy ſinful ſervants, who are prepari Own 
meet together in thy name, and with an humble % 
lire to build up one another in our moſt holy = 100g 
Pardon all our iniquities through the blood "gion, 
everlaſting covenant, and make us and our ſe the 
accepted through the Beloved. O heavenly * 
unite us to one another by mutual love, and to ier, 
bleſled felt by faith unfeigned. Enlighten our n th / 
with the knowledge of thy truth, and ſan&if unde 
hearts by the power of thy grace. Direct our Foy 
ſels, and proſper all our endeavours, to the glo un. 
thy divine Majeſty, and the ſalvation of our * +, 
the ſouls of others.—Grant this, moſt gracious _ 
* 


throngh the precious death, and never-ce l 
: -Cealing inter. 
ceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen! Ki 


— — 


The FoR NM of PRA YER compoſed by Mr 
Hervey, to be uſed by each Member when re. 
turned from the As$SEMBL x. 


Lord, thou haſt ſaid, If two of you fhall agree 9, 
earth, as touching any thing that ye ſhall aft, it 2 
be done for them of my Father which is in "ten 
Matth. xviii. 19. | 5 


Lord God of our ſalvation, thou Giver of ey 

good and perfect gift, we adore thy glorious 
name and beneficence, for the redemption of our ſou); 
by Jefus Chriſt, and for all thy other unnumbered 
and undeſerved mercies. In a particular manner, we 
praiſe thy unſpeakable goodnels, for the valuable op. 
portunity we have this day enjoyed, of provoking 
one another to love, and to good works. Pity * 
infirmities, moſt merciful Father, and pardon what- 
ever thou haſt ſeen amiſs in the tenor of our conver- 
ſation, or in the ſpirit of our minds. —Sanctify, we 
humbly beſeech thee, thy holy word, which we have 
heard. Command it to ſink deep into our ſouls, and 
to be a lively and laſting principle of godlineſs in our 
hearts. O! let us, by every ſuch conference, grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 82. 
viour Jeſus Chriſt : that, through thy infinitely-pre- 
cious favour, we may become ſtedfaſt in faith, joytu! 
through hope, and rooted in charity; and fo much 
the more, as we ſee the day approaching.—And for- 
aſmuch as we are now ſeparated inio a world, where 
wickedneſs abounds, preſerve us, O God our defence, 
from the leaſt infection, and from every appearance ot 
evil. Inſpire us with wiſdom, ſo to order our con- 
verſation, that we may give no juſt occaſion of offence 
in any thing. Endue us with holineſs, that we may 
adorn the goſpel of God our Saviour in all things; 
and animate us with ſuch a ſteady and well-tempered 
zeal, that neither the ſlothfulneſs of our nature, nor 
the fear of the world may with-hold us from purſuing 
ſuch courſes, as may be conducive to the glory of thy 
bleſſed name, the advancement of true religion, and 
the ſalvation of our immortal ſouls.—This, and what- 
ſoever elſe is needful for us, and for carrying on the 
work which thou haſt given us to do, we humb'y 
beg, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our only Mediator, 
and all- ſuſſicient Redeemer. Amen. | 


SASSSHASISSSHISSSSSSSISSSISSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSISSSHSSSSSSSS8929888 
Rules * and orders of a religious ſociety, conſiſting of two claſſes, viz. 


Of men into which no woman can be admitted: 


And, 


Of married men, their wives, and other women ; into which no unmarried man. can be admitted- 


Tach claſs meets every other week alternately. 


20 ed. 


S the ſole deſign of this ſociety is to promote 
A real holineſs in heart and life, every member of 


As the plan and proceedings of this ſociety, ſo much 
commended by Mr Hervey, may probably be extenfively uſe- 


1 1 
it is to have this continually in view, truſting in — 
divine power, and gracious conduct of his Holy 
ful; it is here printed from a private copy, by the partici 
deſire of ſeveral of Mr Hervey's friends ; and it is hoped! 


r 


through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to excite, ad- 
er fect all good in us. | 


0-8: 

That in order to the being of one heart, and one 
mind, and to prevent all things which gender {trifes z 
„well as to remove all occaſion of oſſence from being 
aken againſt this ſociety, no perſon is to be admitted a 
member or allowed to continue ſuch, who is a member 
of any other meeting, or follows any other preaching 
tun that of the eſtabliſhed miniſtry of the church of 
//-(and,—That none be members but ſuch as attend 
the ſacrament every month, and that no perſon be at 

auy time introduced except by requeſt of the director. 


1 
That no perſon be admitted a member but upon the 
ecommendation of the director, with the conſent of 
tue majority of members then preſent. And that the 
„director be the Reverend Mr Walker. 


ED EV; 

That the members of this ſociety meet together 
anc evening in a week at a convenient place, and 
that they g9 home at nine o'clock. —And that all 
matters of buſineſs be done before the ſentences 


begin. 
. 

That every member give conſtant attendance, and 
be preſent at the hour of mceting preciſely. And 
thit whoever abſents himſelf four meetings together, 
without giving a ſatisfactory account to the director, 
which ſhall by him be communicated to the ſociety, 
{hall be looked upon as diſaffected to the ſocicty. 


C | ; 

That, to prevent confuſion, no perſon he removed 
from this ſociety but by the director, who ſhall be 
preſent on ſuch occaſions. —That any member do be- 
torchand apply to the director, in caſe he judges ſuch 
removal necefſary.—That a diſorderly 4 carriage, or a 
proud, contentious, diſputing temper, (the greateſt 
adverſary to Chriſtian love and peace), be ſufficient 
ground for ſuch complaint and removal. 


RJ. LE: va 

That all the members, conſidering the ſad conſe- 
quences of vanity and amuſements over the nation, 
do in charity to the ſouls of others, as well as to a- 
void the danger of ſuch things themſelves, look up- 
on themſelves as obliged to uſe peculiar caution, with 
| reſpect to many of the uſual amuſements, however 
innocent they may be, or be thought in themſelves ; 
| ſach as cards, dancings, clubs for entertainment, 
| playhouſes, ſports at feſtivals and pariſh-feaſts, and, as 
| much as may be, pariſh-feaſts themſelves ; —lelt by 
joining herein they {hould be a hindrance to themſelves 
or their neighbours. | 

T 5 

That, with the conſent of the director, the major 


port of the ſociety have power to make a new order 
| When need requires, but that the propoſal for this 


O F A 


Sgirit, 
vance,, and e 


worthy director and members of the ſociety at Truro, will ex- 
cule the liberty here taken without their knowledge, when they 
| conlider the good effects which may probably ariſe from this 
Pub ation. See Mr Hervey's letters, let. 132. 

This ſociety is very happy in having ſo accompliſhed a per- 


ſon at their head. But where ſuch a one caanot be had, per- 


haps it would be prudent to elect a director annually, whoſe 
office, might be continued more or leſs number of years, as 
ſcemed beſt for the general good, 

t By a diſorderly carriage we mean, not only the groſs 
commiſtion of ſcandalous tins, but alſo what are eſteemed 
mn of little moment in the eyes of the world; ſuch as a 
105 t uſe of the words, Lora, God, Jeſus, &c. in ordinary conver- 
—— which we cannot but interpret as an evidence of want 
ot God's preſence in the heart,— The doin needleſs buſineſs 
= On the Lord's day.— The frequenting * or taverns with- 

out neceſſary buſineſs. 
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purpoſe be made by the director. And that any 
member may conſult the director hereupon before the 


day of meeting. 


| DU 418 IE. 

That perſons diſpoſed to become members of this 
ſociety, muſt firſt be propoſed by the director, in 
order that the members of the fociety may obſerve 
their conduct for the ſpace of three months before 
admittance. \ 

a RD PBX. 

That every member do conſider himſelf as peculiar- 
ly obliged to live in an inoffenſive and orderly manner, 
to the glory of God, and the edifying his neighbours. 
khat he ſtudy to advance in himſelf and others, 
humility, faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, love to God, 
goſpel repentance, and new obedience 3 wherein 
Chriſtian ediſication conſiſts. And that, in all his con- 
verſation hereupon, he {tick cloſe to the plain and 
obvious ſenſe of the holy ſcriptures, carefully avoid- 
ing all niceties and reſmements upon them. 


| e 
That theſe orders ſhall be read over at leaſt four 
times in. the year by the director; and that with ſuch 
deliberation, that each member may have time to ex- 
amine himſelf by them. 


| nin n. 
That the members of this ſociety do meekly and 
humbly join together in the following offices of de- 
votion. | 


SSPHSEIOESSSSHISHSHH 3232 22:35 


The office of devotion uſed weekly at the meet- 
ing of the ſociety. 


The director Mall read thefe ſentences, himſelf and every 


one ſtanding. 


! OD is greatly to be feared in the aſſemblies of 
his ſaints, and to be had in reverence by all that 
are round about him. P/al. Ixxxix. 7. 

God is a righteous judge, ſtrong and patient, and 
God is provoked every day. P/al. vii. 12: 

God will bring every work into judgment, with e- 
very ſecret thing, whether it be good, or whether it 
be evil. Eccleſ. xii. 14. 

He that hideth his fins ſhall not proſper; but he 
that confeſſeth and forſaketh them, ſhall have mercy. 
Prov. xxviii. 13. 

If any man ſinneth, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, and he is the 
propitiation for our fins. 1 John ii. 1. 2. | 

O come let us worſhip, and fall down, and kneel 
before the Lord our Maker. P/al. xcv. 5. 6. 


Then ſhall be ſaid theſe three collects, all kneeling. 
6 Prevent us, O Lord,” G 


* Blefſcd Lord, who haſt cauſed all holy ſcrip- 
© tures,”” Cc. | 


« O God, for as much as without thee,” c. 


All ſeating themſelves, a portion of ſcripture ſhall be read. 


Then kneeling down, they ſhall join in this confeſſion 

of ſin. 

3 DR God, Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
« Maker of all things, Judge of all men,” Sc. 

« Our Father, which art,” &c. 
After which the director alone Mall ſay : 

ec Almighty and everlaſting God, who hateſt no- 

« thing that thou haſt made,“ Oc. 


O moſt holy and bleſſed God! the Creator, Gover- 
nor, and Judge of all; who hateſt falſehood and 
hypocriſy, and wilt not accept the prayer of feigned 
lips ; but haſt promiſed to ſhew mercy to fuch as turn 
unto thee -by - true taith and repentance ; vouchſafe, 
we pray thee, to create IP i F 7 and upright hearts, 

| * 


4 
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" through an unfeigned faith in thy Son our Saviour. Then all ſtanding up, a pſalm ſhall be ſung, ang & x 
To us indeed belongeth ſhame and confuſion of face; mon read, or a charge given by the Gage, 4 
we are not worthy to lift up our eyes or our voice to- which ſome ſitilable prayer ſhall be uſed as ho * 
wards heaven; our natures are depraved, and our Judge fit. all 
ways have been perverſe before thee. O let not thy They all ſtanding up, this exhortation to humil; 


wrath riſe againſt us, leſt we be conſumed in a pri be read. uy Shall 
ment ; but let thy merciful bowels yearn over us, an My brethren, ſince the great God has oft 

vouchſafe to purity and pardon us, through thine all- us 10 his holy word, “ that he will refit * 
ſufficient grace and mercy in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : « and give grace unto the humble,” Fan. iv. 2 
ſince it hath pleaſed thee to offer him up as a ſacriſice v. 5. let us conſider, that all our undertakings. tl 


for ſinners, vouchſafe, we beſcech thee, to cleanſe us never ſo good, will fail and come to nou 85, though 


ard. 5 a ht 

from all iniquity through his blood. We believe, that ve be truly and deeply humble, Luke xiv. - _ 
he is able to fave to the uttermoſt thoſe that come un- it cannot be otherwiſe; becauſe the proud — 
to thee by him, and we do earneſtly deſire to embrace quits his reliance on God to reſt in himſelf ; which x 
him as our Prince and Saviour; O give us repentance to exchange a rock for a reed. 13 


and remiſſion of ſin through his name. All we like Alas! what are we, poor empty nothings ! "8 


ſheep have gone aſtray, every one in his own way; xxxii. 10. Yea, what is worſe, we are condemned 
good Lord, reduce us into wy fold through this great periſhing ſinners! We have, perhaps, unde ns 
Shepherd of ſouls, and be pleaſed to lay on him the now; but God can ſoon turn it into madneſs, 7) 8 
iniquity of us all. And as we have much to be for- jv. 42. We may have ſome attainments in arcs? 


given, be pleaſed to incline our hearts to love thee but ſpiritual pride will wither all, and ſoon r 


much, who forgiveſt iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and fin. to a very profligate and wretched eſtate, If. by 


Give us that faith, that worketh by love; and ſuch ſuch as we have ſeen others fall into who have begun 


love as will conſtrain us to have regard to all thy in the Spirit, and ended in the fleſh! What — 
commandments. And make us to look carefully to that we have not received? 1 Cor. iv. 7. And em, 
all our ways, that we may never again do any thing, that, he who gave it may as ſoon take away. 
whereby thy holy name may be blaſphemed, or thine ye that are young in years and younger in grace 
authority deſpiſed. {4 | 1 Tim. iii. 6. are in danger of ſelf-conceit, and of he. 
Give us the deepeſt humility, without which we can ing puffed up; which is a quick-ſand, in which thou. 
never be accepted of thee; our infinitely-condeſcend- ſands have been ſwallowed up and periſhed. It is not 
ing God, make us continually to tread in the ſteps of jn vain that the apoſtle requires, © that young men 
our bleſſed Lor d and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; being of « be exhorted to be ſober-minded,” Tit. ii. 6. Pro, 
a meek and quiet ſpirit, always influenced by the xvi. 18. which he elſewhere explains, when he lays 
higheſt love of thee our God, and by the moſt chari- „ Let no man think of himſelf more highly than he 
table diſpoſition towards all men. « ought to think; but to think ſoberly, Rom. xi. , 
Vouchſafe to endue us with the ſaving knowledge / xiv. 12. 13. 
of ſpiritual things, that we may receive all thy truths * By pride the angels fell from heaven, 1 Tim. iii. 6, 
in the love of them, in all patience, purity, juſtice, and if ever we climb up to thoſe bleſſed ſeats from 
temperance, godlineſs, and brotherly Kindneſs ; that which they are fallen, it muſt be by the gracious ſteps 
we may adorn our holy profeſſion, and reſemble the of humility and lowlineſs of mind, Luke xviii. 14. 


divine goodneſs of thee our heavenly Father. — And 4 Wherefore let him that thinketh he ſtandeth, take 
ſince we are not only weak and frail, but corrupt and « heed leſt he fall, 1 Cor. x. 12. „ Let us walk 


ſinful, vouchſafe, O Lord, to keep us by the power 4 humbly with our God,” and ever have lowly 
of thy Holy Spirit, that we fall not from our ayowed thoughts of our vile ſelves, Rom. x1. 20. and of our 
ſtedfaſtneſs, in all Chriſtian duty. Preſerve us from r attainments, and of our defective performances: 


all the fin and vanity to which our age, condition, and and with St Paul gy was nothing behind the very 


nature are prone, and to which the devil and this chiefeſt apoſtles) let us always fay, I am nothing, 
world may at any time tempt us. rr. | 


Glorify, good God, thy ſtrength in our weakneſs a 
thy grace in our pollution, and thy mercy in our fal- Let us therefore now ſing to the praiſe and glory 
vation. May our holy religion be grounded and ſet- of God, to whom alone praiſe is due. 


tled in our hearts, that, out of the good treaſure of a A pſalm being ſung, the director ſhall ſay, 
gracious heart, our ſpeech may be ſavoury, and our It is very meet and right,” &c. 
converſation exemplary; that we may be fruitful in All fhall join. 

all good works, even to our old age, and to our laſt “ Therefore with angels and archangels,” Cr. 
day. | | | The director alone. 


Fit us, we pray thee, for every ſtate of life, into 113 
which thy Providence ſhall caſt us; proſper our law. May the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” & 


ful undertakings ; preſerve us night and Cay, 20d eee 
n . 
* Nl rut beleech this, — bleſs all hold 10. Conſiderations laid before the members of the fociety ; be. 
cieties, who in truth apply their hearts to thy ſervice ing the ſubſtance of the firſt charge, or exhortation, 
and glory; we pray thee be pleaſed to ſtrengthen, bote at its opening by the director. 
eſtabliſh, and ſettle both them and us, in thy holy 
faith, fear, and love. Let 3 in this world diſ- 
courage us from the purſuit of thoſe holy purpoſes : ions con- 
which thy Spirit hath at any time put into our hearts 1 2 S1 * 1 r. 70 gion 
and minds. But make us all faithful to thee our God 8. To «6 * e * 3 ourſelves. 
avowed God and deſired portion, even unto death; 3 4 


ighbours. 
that we, at leaſt, (with thy whole church), may be 3. To render us more uſeful among our neigh 
partakers of that eternal life and perfect bliſs which I. 6. God; 
thou haſt promiſed through Jeſus Chriſt, thy only be- As a ſociety, we ſhall be better able to glorify * 
gotten Son, our Mediator and Redeemer. Amen. for hereby we bear a more evident teſtimony 11 
. | cauſe of Chriſt, and make a more avowed con | 
= „ Almighty and ever. living God, who, by thy holy The director, when abroad or indiſpoſed, is to pon 
| | * apoltle, haſt taught us to make prayers,” Ce. what ſermon ſhall be read, and by whom. | 


BRETHREN, 
* U expect that I lay before you the deſign of 


oo 
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of him and his words, in theſe evil days, than we 
could do when ſeparate. al 

Every one of you deſires that the kingdom of Jeſus 
Chriſt were more eſtabliſhed, and more honourable in 
the world than it is, and you join your hand, with 
hers, to promote ſo deſirable an end, 

; Take theſe cautions for this purpoſe. 

1. Look upon yourſelf as one aſſociated with others 
in vindication of your Maſter's honour. 

, Never be aſhamed of him, or his doctrine, or of 
this ſociety. 3 

2. Demean yourſelf to every one as his diſciple, by 
walking in humility, meekneſs, heavenly-mindedneſs, 
charity after Chriſt's example. ; 

4. Keep yourſelf heedfully from all things which 
may diſgrace your Maſter, and this ſociety ; ſuch as 
ide in a conceit of your knowledge or attainments, 
or that you are a member of this fociety.—Valuing 
burſelf upon any diſtinction in ſtation or wealth. 
Sinking into a worldly frame, —or declining into ſloth 
ind idleneſs. —Practiling the leaſt diſhoneſty, or con- 
nv ing at the diſhoneſty of others. Making compli- 
ances to avoid ſhame, or promote worldly intereſt.— 
Falling into lukewarmnels, and forgetting your firſt 
love —Slighting public ordinances. 

5, Often (eſpecially before and after great trials) 
rellect, that you belong to a religious ſociety for pro- 
moting the glory of Chriſt. 


II. 

The ſecond deſign of chis ſociety is, to be quicken- 
ed and confirmed ourſelves. For hereby we ſhall be 
better able to maintain the war againſt our enemies, 
(eſpecially the world), and to grow in grace; ſeeing, 
by this affociation, we have the Spirit to bleſs our exer- 
ciſes ;—ſhall have the benefit of mutual advice * and 
reproof ; —ſhall be more hardy to oppoſe the tempta- 
tions beſetting us in this wicked world; — ſhall walk 
under a peculiar reſtraint, as being memhers of a re: 
ligious ſociety ;—and ſhall be aſſiſted by the prayers, 
as of one another, ſo of all good men in the whole 
Chriſtian church. To this end, 

1. Watch over one another in love. 

2. Be willing to hear of your faults, and of the 
fears and ſuſpicions of theſe your friends concerning you. 

3. Be watchful againſt any diſguſt to one another; 
and if any ariſes in you, without delay tell the party, 
and if that avail not, tell the director. 

4. Deſire the prayers one of another, and pray for 
one another. | 

5. Be ſure you reſt not on your 9 à member of 
this ſociety ;—ſeeking continually to caſt off all ſelf-de- 
pendence, 

6. Watch the leaſt decay of love to Chriſt, or zeal 
tor his honour and the good of ſouls. 

7. Confirm continually upon your heart the obliga- 
tions you he under as a member of a religious ſociety. 


III. 

The third deſign of this ſociety is, to render us 
more uſeful among our neighbours.Hereby we are 
more obſervable.—People will not be ſo eaſily quiet in 
their ſins. Good examples carry a brighter and more 


convincing light, confounding the works of dark- 
nels. To this end, | 


2 There is a moſt uſeful little piece for theſe purpoſes, en- 
| 


led, Regulations and helps for promoting religious converſation 
among Chriſtians. | 


FOR 


* 
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1. Be careful to ſet a Chriſtian example before the 
world. 

2. Think not to gain any by making compliances. 

3- Diſcountenance all ſuch things as you ſee preju- 
dicial to others, ſuch as taverns, alehouſes, gaming, 
and many ſports which are deſtructive to ſouls. | 

4. Shew all love to mens ſouls and bodies. 

5. Avoid all diſputings which proceed from pride, 
and nurſe contention and variance. 

6. Don't be angry with thoſe who blame this ſociety, 
but meekly and ſilently bear with them. 

7. Don't in your heart deſpiſe others, becauſe they 
are not members of this ſociety ; 

8. Nor ſhew any valuing of yourſelves becauſe you 
are, —Never ſpeak of yourſelf as a member, unleſs 
with a view of doing good to others. 


r 


Real diſciples do more than nominal profeſſors. 
The Spirit will ſtrengthen and comfort you. 
You will have the bleſſing of a quiet conſcience, 
You are engaged in the moſt honourable ſervice. 
You will promote the intereſt of your Maſter. 

. He will acknowledge your labours in the day of 
his appearing. Amen. $0 be it. 
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N. B. Whereas too many people are apt to miſre- 
preſent every religious ſociety as a methodiſtical meet- 
ing; it was judged neceſſary to inſert the followin 
extract from the celebrated Mr Dodd's late ſermon. 
The cry of Methodi/m is frequently raiſed by ſuch 
* as are totally ignorant of the nature of the accuſa- 
« tion; and many are ſtigmatized with the name, 
« who are perfectly innocent of the thing. The ob- 
« ſervations I have made may poſſibly ſerve to ſettle 
* the point in ſome degree, or at leaſt to ſtop the 
«* tongues of thoſe who very unjuſtly caſt the aſper- 
« fjon, where there is not the leaſt cauſe: and it de- 
« ſerves, perhaps, to be conſidered by all ſerious and 
« ſincere Proteſtants, whether the aflixing the charge 
«© of Methodiſm, &c. &c. indiſcriminately upon men 
«© of unblameable lives, and irreproachable converſa- 
tion, may not tend greatly to prejudice our hol 
« faith 1n general, and to bring a reproach upon Chri- 
« ſtianity itſelf, through the pretended offence of 
«© Methodiſm : this may be a triumph to the Deiſt and 
« Papiſt equally pleaſing.— And, it fo, can we be too 
« accurate in our diſtinctions, or too cautious in our 
« imputations ?—remembering, that while we con- 
found Chriſtianity and Methodiſm, we are doing 
« diſcredit to Chriſtianity in the ſame proportion as 
« we are giving weight and dignity to Methoiiſm.” 
See Mr Dodd's excellent ſermon, entitled, Unity recom- 
mended, preached before the religious ſocieties in and 
about London, at their annual meeting in the pariſh- 
church of St Mary-le-Bow, on Eaſter Monday 1759 
to which 1s * 4 an Appendix, giving an account 
of the original deſign, general rules, and preſent ſtate 
of the religious ſocteties.—A farther account of which 
may be ſeen in a little piece wrote in Queen Anne's 
time, by the Rev. Dr Jeſiah Woodward, entitled, Ar 
account of the riſe and 75 reſs of the religious ſocieties in 
and about London, an of their endeavours for the refor- 
mation of 'manners.—The ſixth edition. In this little 
tract the moſt conſiderable objections againſt religious 
ſocieties are fully anſwered. 


HINTS concerning the means of promoting RELIGION in ourſelves or others *. 


I 


B always chearful as well as ſerious, that you 


II. 


Avoid all controverſies; no can come from 


may win men to Chriſtianity. And in every diſputing; but contend earneſtly for the eſſentials of 


de erbten introduce ſome religious hints, if it can Chriſtianity. ; 


done with propriety. 


* Referred to in Mr Hervey's life, p. vi. 


/ 
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III. | 
Heal all diviſions among ſects and parties to the ut- 
moſt of your power. And prevail with thoſe who are 
moſt fiery, to read Henry's excellent treatiſe on meetne/s. 


IV. 

Talk familiarly to children about religion, as a de- 
lightful employment. Put eaſy queſtions to them,— 
encouraging them occaſionally by ſome little preſents, 
and thus teaching them an amiable, chearful, gene- 

Tous piety. 6 | 

Make it a conſtant rule to pray for all who affront 
or injure you.—Chriſt enjoins us to pray for all who 
deſpitefully uſe us. See Matth. v. 44. Diſregard all 
opprobrious names. Chriſt himſelt (as will every one 
who ſtrives againſt the corrupt prejudices and vices of 
mankind) was abuſed as a wine-bibber, and even a 


blaſphemer, Cc. 
VI. 


Be accuſtomed to a regular, daily, but moderate 
courſe of devout retirement: and recommend inter- 
ceſſion for others, both in the family and in private; 
as likewiſe frequent attendance on the ſacrament. 


VII. 
Frequent public worſhip every day in the week, if 
our buiinels permit, and if you hve in a place where 
it is performed. 
VIII. 
Secret ejaculations too may be uſed as you are walk- 
ing, or riding, or in whatever company you may hap- 
en to be ;—and, on ſome particular hour, remember 
4 for inſtance, at morning, noon, afternoon, or 
evening, when your rowx-cLock ſtrikes, which will 
be a loud and never - failing memorandum) to ſet your- 
ſelf as in the preſence of God * for a few minutes. 


IX. | 
Uſe frequent meditation ; than which nothing can 
be more profitable : Nor can any thing ſo much awa- 
ken and diſpoſe us for that, and for all that is good, 
as a ſtrong faith in providence, and a conſtant chear- 
fulneſs + of ſpirit. 


This method is thus recommended by the late Biſhop of 
Durham (Dr Butler, in his charge to the clergy, 1751.) “Se- 
*« cret prayer, as expreſsly as it is commanded by our Saviour, 
& and as evidently as it is implied in the notion of piety, will 
yet I fear be grievouſly forgotten by the generality, till they 
*« can be brought to fix for themſelves certain times of the day 
« for it. Secret prayer comprehends not only devotions be- 
c fore men begin, and after they have ended the buſineſs of 
« the day, but ſuch alſo as may be performed white they are 
% employed in it, or even in —— | 

And truly, if, beſides our more ſct devotions morning and 
„ evening, all of us would fix upon certain times of the day, 
ce ſo that the return of the hour ſhould remind us, to ſay ſhort 
« prayers, or exerciſe our thoughts in a way equivalent to 
« this, perhaps there we few perſons in ſo high and habitual 
« a ſtate of piety, as not to find the benefit of it.—If it took 
„up no more than a minute or two, or even leſs time than 
« that, it would ſerve the ead I am propoſing :—it would be 
« a recolleftion THAT WE ARE IN THE DIVINE PRESENCE, 
% and contribute to our being in the fear of the Lord all the 
& day long. 

« A duty of the like kind, and ſerving to the ſame purpoſe, 
& js the particular acknowledgment of God, when we are par- 
© taking of his bounty at our meals.— The negle& of this is 
« ſaid to have been ſcaadalous to a proverb, in the Heathen * 
« world; but it is frequently and without thame laid aſide at 
« the tables of the higheſt, and the loweſt ranks among us.” 

+ In order to obtain a proper confidence in providenee, and 
a ſettled chearfulneſs of mind, the rexd-r (eſpecially the gloo- 
my and diſpirited) would be much aſſiſted by Bi hop Patrick's 


advice to 2 /riend, which is a moſt ineſtimable little piece, —tt 


was firſt wrote (1s the preface tells us) to preſerve a pious 
friend in peace and chearfalneſs; but if the advice be good, 
the more public it is made the better. It was contracted into a 
little room, that it might be as eaſy to carry in the mind, as 
in the pocket ;—and is a molt excellent guide to peace, chear- 


Ses Caſaubon in Athenæum, lib. i, cap. ii. pag. 22. 
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X. 

Entertain the higheſt regard for the word of G 
and furniſh yourlelt with a few of the beſt ws: 3G, 
but particularly with Henry on meekne/s, and "Wren 
fon on reſignation. — Study them thorou- hiy, an a 
deavour to make ther ſentiments your own. ” bog 
neis and reſiguation are the two principal dutic; eck 
Chtiſtian.—Biſpere good books Ocalionally, f C. 
circumſtances will permit; and be very ca. 
the choice of them, and in adapting them to . in 
cumſtances of the perſon to whom they are riven ci. 


Xl. 

Encourage by your influence, and purſe too /; 
able), ſocicties for promoting the goſpel, both at As 
and in foreign parts; and, in order to be well . 
quainted with theſe, read the celebrated Dr jr..; 
wards riſe and progreſs of the religious fotieties in "24; 
don and Weftminiter. " 

XII. 


Whenever you reprove, let it be tender! 
ly, and with all duc humility. 


| XIII. 
For the reformation of ſwearing *, lying, ſang... 
ing, vabbath-breaking, paſſionate f, or unchakte # ny 
ſons, you may write out (or keep by you ſome print 


Ys Private. 


fulneſs. and whatſoever is graceful, amiable, and defeats. 
a Chriſttan,—They who are offended at the uncomfort. Ap 
of a religious life, never yet knew the true Way of religo 
into which this author will lead them. — Her ways (fays 30% 
mon are ways & pleaſantneſs, and al her paths are eee 
See likewiſe Henry's Pleaſantneſs of a religious lije, | 

Hints for the reformation of, or converſation with 3 
ſwearer. 

1. None ſo ignorant as not to know 'tis a breach of the did 
commandment.—2. He who lives in the tear of God, is 0 fi 
from being capable of it, that it ſhocks him to hear other; gf. 
fending this way.—3- We are taught by Chriſt daily to pray 
* Haliowed be thy name.” Angels praiie it, and devils roms 
ble at it, —g. Chriſt enjoins us to ſwear not at all, ve Mitts, 
v. 34. and alſo James v. 12. — 5 Give to a ſwearer Dr 1. 
ward's ind caution to prefane ſwearers, or the late Biſhop ot Ha. 
don's (Dr. Gibfon) admoniiion againſt profane and common jweariys, 

+ Hints for the reformation of a paſſionate man. ; 

1. Cauſeleſs and unmodcrate anger, proceeds from a proud 
and haughty temper, and is contrary to goſpel-meckneſs chu 
meekneſs and quictneſs of ſpirit, which, as St Peter aſſures us, 
1 Pet. iii. 4. is of great price in the ſight of G:d.—2, Chrit 


} 
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bids us learn of him, who was lowly and meek, Matth. xi. 9. 


—3. Every paſſionate tongue is fet on fireaby hell, ſee Janes 
iti, 6. —4, He who ſays the Lord's prayer with an unforgiving 
temper, curſes himſeif,—5. No one has offended us ſo often as 


we have offended God, therefore our anger thould be againſt 


our own fins.—6, Let all bitterneſs (ſays the apoſtle), and wrath, 
and anger be put away.,—in patience poſſeſs ye your fouls, 
Luke xxi. 19.—No paſſion in heaven, therefore no paſſion in a 
heavenly mind. Give to a paſſionate man Henry on meekne/s. 

t Hints for the reformation of an unchaſte perſon 

1. Contrary to the ſeventh commandment of the great 
God.—2. A tin which defiles the ſoul, and brings it under the 
dominion of the fleſhly appetites. No ſpiritual life in ſuch a 


one, ſee Rom. xiii, 6. —3. A. partaker of other people's ſins, 
—making them partakers of yours, — thus doubly guilty.—4-. 


All adulterers, fornicators, and unclean perfons, are declared 
to have no inheritance in the kingdom God, ſee Cor. vi. 9. 
— 5. You are a ſervant of ſin, and in bondage to the deepeſt 
corruption.—6. If you fin in any of theſe ways, you fin 2- 
gainſt your own body, and pollute the temiple of the Ho! 
Ghoſt.—Being joined to an harloc, the Holy Spirit dwells net 
there.—7. We muſt glorify God both in body and ſpirit, p<” 
ſenting-ourſelves a living ſacrifice, holy and acceptable unte 
God, ſee Rom. xil. 1, —8. Purity and chaſtity required in he 
goſpel ;—even impure and luſtful deſires are there conden ned, 
lee Matth. v. 28.— Give to an unchaſte perſon Jenks's g 
victory of chaſtity, or Dr Moodward's exhortation to chf. 

(F "Theſe hints may be very much improved, and arc ©" 
trated (merely as ſpecimens) from Mr R:ichards's hints / © 
ligious converſation ; where likewiſe may be found ſuch hints 
for converſation on moſt other vices, as will aſſiſt perſons ® 
weak memories who are deſirous of converſing religiouſly with 
the vitious, or reproving them, either by letter or perſonal} 
as opportunity may offer. | 


$ on flips of paper, againſt either of theſe vi- 
ace them in the way of ſuch perſons, either 


cd) hint 


| butting them into their books, windows, or other 


faces, provided you don't care to give them to the 
nerfon yourſelf ;—0r they may be ſent by the poſt * 


he metropolis. 


XIV. 


Make it a rule to have at leaſt one religious ſentence 
jn the letters you write to your relations or friends, 
when it can be conventently introduced; as ſuch a ſen- 
tence properly inter WOVEN, often ſtrikes a perſon ; and 
3 productive of more real good, perhaps, than a labour- 


rom or to t 


„The following letter was ſent by the poſt to a Deiſt, and 
bed a very good effect. 


SI 

Though you diſbelieve Chriſtianity, I cannot ſuppoſe that 
va diſbelicve a future ſtate of rewards and punithments : 
picaſe therefore to take it into ſerious conſideration, whether 
vou think your actions are ſuch, as will, upon your own prin- 
Holes, ſtand the teſt at the great day of account. 
As it highly becomes us to do what good we can while we 
live in this world; and as Jam truly concerned for you, I take 
the liberty of giving this fricndly hint ; and hope you will re- 
ccive it as a proof that the writer, though unknown, is 

| Your very fincere well-wiſher, 


A. Z. 


TOT H Fg DD E R. 


** 
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ed diſcourſe from the pulpit, or formal advice at home. 
XV. | 

Guard people, as much as in you lies, againſt en- 
thuſiaſm, and exceſſive rigours, either as to abſtinence, 
retirement, or converſation ; and adviſe them to take 
all the comfort that the ſituation in which God has 
placed them will conveniently admit of; remindin 
them, at the ſame time, to acknowledge him in 
their ways, and to be di/creetly * zealous for the ho- 
nour of Chriſt. —Repoling an entire confidence in the 
wiſdom, power, and goodneſs of God ; and affurin 
themſelves of the extent of his Providence (of which 
we know not either the value or power) to all his 
creatures, and to all their actions, 

XVI. 

But, above all, write down the reaſons which at any 
time make you afraid to die, and then endeavour, by 
faith, by prayer, and by converſation with experienced 
Chrittians, to remove the cauſes ; — and thus be pro- 
perly preparing for death: And, if your time and 
capacity will admit, Keep a Diary ; particularly note 
your ſins of omiſſion, —and, by this method, you will 
ſee your progreſs or declenſion in religion. 

* A certain zealot being warned againſt injuring the cauſe 


of Chriſt by his imprudencies, deſpiſed the caution, and alleged, 
that PkRUDENCE was “at beſt but a raſcally virtue.“ 
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Many made righteous by the Obedience of ON k. 
TWO SERMONS, preached at BIDDPETORD, Devox, in the year 1743. 


| With a PREFACE, by Av 


To the READER: 


HE following ſermons have been judged too 
excellent to be ſuppreſſed. They were preach- 
ed, according to the beſt information, at B:ddeford, 
in the year 1743. 

As to their authenticity, they carry in themſelves the 
firongelt internal evidences of their being genuine. 


Whoever reads them, will know who wrote them. 


« Celebrated writers,“ as this excellent author ob- 
ſerves * elſewhere, * have a ſtyle peculiar to them- 
« ſelves.” This was eminently true of himſelf. His 
performances (ſame of his /etters excepted, written in 
rhe younger part of life) are indeed as apples of gold 
m putures of ſilver : tranſmitting the moſt precious 
truths, through the channel of the moſt elegant, cor- 
rect expreſſion ; and adorning the doctrines of GO 


ar HAVIOUR, With all the heightening graces of 


exquiſite compoſition. When Hervey's pencil gives 
the drapery, Tzu Tu is ſure never to ſuffer, by ap- 
paring in an ill dreſs. His proſe is, in general, more 
lorely and harmonious, more chaſtcly refined, and 
more delicately beautiful, than half the real poems in 
tie world.—With Hervey in their hands, his delighted 
readers well nigh find themſelves at a loſs, which they 
ſhall moſt admire; the ſublimity and ſweetneſs of the 


bleſſed truths he conveys, or the charming felicity of 
their conveyance. — There is, if the term may be al- 


lowed, a ſort of family-likeneſs, diſcernable in all this 


author's pieces. You diſcover the lively ſignatures of. 


» parent, in every one of his offspring. They not 


Wile bear the image of his genius, and are himſelf at 
<cond-hand.—Among others, the enſuing perform- 


vice may be conſidered as a tranſparent medium, a 


leren of cryſtal, through which the original writer 


is diſtinctly {cen, and known from every other: A 


* Meditations, p. 62. note. 


No XXIII. 


y carry the ſuperſcription of his name, but like - 


cusTUs Tor LA PDT, A. B. VIC AR of Broad 


Hembury, Devon. 


circumſtance, which, with me, has more convincing 
weight, than the extrinſic atteſtation of a thouſand 
witneſſes. 

The copy, from which theſe ſermons are printed, 
was lately tranſmitted to me, for publication, by a 
moſt valued friend, of Exeter. I deem it a particular 
happineſs, that ſo choice a treaſure ſhould paſs, through 
ny unworthy hands, to the church of Gop. And I 
rejoice the rather, as I have, by this means, an op- 
portunity of doing myſelf the honour to bear the 
moſt open and public teſtimony to that grand, funda- 
mental, ineſtimable doctrine of a ſinner's FULL, FREE, 
AND FINAL JUSTIFICATION, BY THE ALONE OBEDIENCE 
AND SACRIFICE of JESUS CHRIST TE Rin- 
TEOUS. 

I ſhall not detain the evangelical reader from this feaſt 
any longer, than juſt to aſſure him, that neither my 
excellent friend, who communicated the copy to me; 
nor myſelf, who communicate it to the world; pro- 
poſe to ourſelves any ſort of pecuniary advantage, 
from this publication ; nor will we accept of any, 
ſhould the ſale be ever ſo great. % 

Reſpect for the memory of that holy man of Gop 
who preached theſe ſermons, and an hope of their be- 
ing made uſeful to ſuch as read them, were the mo- 
tives which induced us to fend them abroad.—One, 
would with to gather up the very fragments that re- 
main of ſo diſtinguiſhed a writer; and that nothing ſo 
apparently calculated for general beneſit, might be el. 

I thought it neceſſary to add two or three occaſional 
notes; ot whoſe propriety the reader will judge for 
himſelt. 55 
WESTMINSTER, [ 

July 8. 1759. | F 
AuGusTus To?PLaDyY. 


+ ® The two fellowin ſermons would have fallen to be annexed 
to Mr Hervey's five ſermons, inſerted above, had they been 
pulliſbed before the five ſermons were printed of, 'F 
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O N I. 


Romans V. 19. 
By the OBEDIETN CEF ONE ſhall MANY be made RIGHTEOUS. 


NC) Y the works of the law ſhall no man * be 
ed, was, not long ago, the ſubject of 
9 2 public diſcourſe; and, I hope, has fre- 
N 2 been the ſubject of our private con- 
fideration.—O, that the important truth may be writ- 
ten moſt intelligibly apon our hearts, and beget in us 
a ſound humility, and an evangelical poverty of ſpi- 
rit!/—We then pulled up the wrong foundation, and, 
now, permit me to eſtabliſh the igt. We then warn- 
ed you of the ſandy foundation ; and, now, permit 
me to lead you to the Rock of ages; where you may 
ſafely repoſe all your contidences, and build, with the 
utmoſt ſecurity, for a bliſsful eternity. This is point- 
ed out in the ſcripture before us; which, though con- 
ciſe in its expreſſions, is rich and copious in its mean- 
ings, and breathes the very ſpirit of the goſpel. 

By the obedience of oxe ſhall Many be made righ- 
teous, The Ons mentioned in the text, is the man 
CurisT JIEsus. The obedience ſpoken of, includes 
both his active and paſſive obedience ; the /abours of his 
life, and the agontes of his death: all which he exer- 
ciſed and ſuffered, in conformity to his Father's will, 
for the ſake of fallen men; that they, by 1s righ- 
teouſneſs, might be made righteous ; that, having 
theſe credentials, they may be admitted into the court 
of heaven, and, carrying this paſſport, may be admit- 
ted into the everlaſting habitations. 

This doctrine I take to be the moſt ſweet and pre- 
cious part of our Chriſtian faith ; that which gives 
the moſt pure and undivided honour to God; which 
yields the moſt reviving and ſolid comfort to the ſinner; 
and, in the moſt endearing and eftectual manner, pro- 
motes every intereſt of holzneſs. But inaſmuch as it 
is little underſtood by ſome, entirely exploded by o- 
thers, and ſcarce ever thought upon by more; let us 
crave your impartial attention, while I clear up and 
confirm it : and not only crave your attention, bre- 
thren, but implore the renewing and enlightening 
influence of divine grace; without which, I am a- 
ware, my words will be unintelligible to ſome, and 
appear, perhaps, ridiculous to others: for the natural 


man diſcerneth not the things which are of the Spirit of 


God ; on the contrary, they are fooliſhneſs unto him. 
Depending, therefore, on divine grace, let us ex- 
amine, | 

I. How the obedience of another can make us righ- 
teous. 

UI. How ſufficient Chriſt's obedience is for this pur- 
pole. 

III. How worthy this method of becoming righteous: 
is of all acceptation ;—and then, 


IV. Give ſome few directions, that may diſpoſe us 
to rely on, and prepare us to receive the righteouſneſs 
of Jeſus Chriſt. 

I. Let us examine how the obedience of another can 
make us righteous. This point may be proved and 
illaſtrated, — 

1.) From the nature of a ſurety. 
5 From Chriſt's dying as A SINNER for us. 

63 From Adam's fin being iMyuTED to us. - 


(I.) The doctrine, of our being made righteous 


' through the obedience of Chriſt, may be proved and 
illuſtrated from the nature of a ſurety ; who is one that 
undertakes and engages for another. Let us ſuppoſe the 

rties were Pail and Onefamus. Onefimus was Phile- 


mon's ſlave, —The flave diſobeyed his maſter, ran away 


from him and his ſervice nor only def. ; 

vice, but ſtole his goods ; turned p Arn po — * 
once. — For the firſt of theſe crimes he deſerves * 
and a rod; for the /aſt, death and the gallows 4.4 
Paul, meeting with Onęſimus, learns the Rate * 
condition : and, having been the means of his can 
verſion to Chriſtianity, by his preaching ; A 
his reconciliation to God through Jeſus Chriſt = A 
to become his mediator with his offended maſter h 
order to execute which office more effectually he : 
himſelf in the criminal's ftead ; becomes anfwerabl 
for his villany, and takes upon him to make full repa- 


ration for the injuries he had done to his maſter:— /f 


he hath wronged thee ought, (ſays the beneficent apoſtle 
or oweth thee ought, put that to my account; I Paul = 
written it with mine own hand, I will repay t,—By this 
means, the renegade {lave is diſcharged, and Pay! the 
ee apoſtle becomes debtor. l 
actually, but imputatively; for neither has One 
paid, nor Paul ſtolen 4 but, by virtue 7 wn 
dertaken ſuretyſhip, Oneſimus's debt lies upon Paul, and 
Paul's treedom turns to the acquittance of Onefmu; 
Thus it is in the matter of juſtification.— We had 
all ſinned in Adam; forfeited the favour of God. Ia 
order to our reconcilement, God required a ful! ſatis. 
faction to his Juſtice, and a perfect obedience to his laws, 
Theſe we could not poſſibly reader in our own per- 
ſons ; therefore Chriſt graciouſly preſented nms:.; 
and undertook to perform both in our ſtead. C jou 
ME, ſays the compaſhonate Redeemer, upon uk, be 
their offences laid. It they have tranſgreſſed, let ven- 
geance make its demands on me ; I will repay to the 


very uttermoſt farthing ; and foraſmuch as, through 


the weakneſs of their mortal nature, they are nt 
able to yield an exact conformity to the divine laws, | 
am — to fulfil all righteouſneſs in their ſtead and 
behalf. ! I come to do thy will, O my God! I doit, 
not for myſelf, but for them, that the merit of my 
obedience may redound to my people, and that they, 
through my righteouſneſs, may be made righteous. 

(2.) The doctrine, of our being made righteous 
through Chriſt, may be interred from his dying as 4 
inner for ugs. — Tis a very remarkable paſſage, and full 
to our purpoſe, where the apoſtle declares, that the 
almighty Father made his Son, who knew no fin, to be 
fin for us, that we might be made the righteouſneſs of 
God in HIM. | 

How you may be affected at preſent with ſuch a 
ſcripture, brethren, I cannot determine : but if ever 
E come to the knowledge of yourſelves, and the 

inouſneſs of your ins, and the worthleſſneſs of your 


duties ; ſuch a text will be ſweeter to you than the ho- 


ney or the honey-comb to your taſte, and more re- 
freſhing than the richeſt cordial to your fouls — 
However, from St Paul's declaration, we gather this 
precious truth, that we are made righteous before God, 
in ſuch a manner as CarisT was made @ ſinner for us: 
not by any perſonal demerit; for he had done »9 
ſin, neither was guile found in his mouth; but the 
Lord laid on mim the intquities of us all. 
In like manner, how are the greateſt ſaints made righ- 


teous before God? Not by any perſonal merit. The) 


have done nothing that can deſerve God's love, 0 
that is worthy ot a reward ; but God looks upon them 
as intereſted in his dear Son's obedience, and {0 15. 
wards them purely for their Saviour's ſake.— God . 


ſited our fins upon IM; and God rewards his merit 
upon us; God accounted our tranſgreſſions to be bi 3 


But how ?——Not | 


— ” — ie * a. — —_— " _ wa 
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MANY MADE? RIGHTEOUS BY THE OBEDIENCE OT ONE, 


and, on this footing, he was puniſhed as a malefactor; 
ind God eſteems his righteouſneſs as ours; and, by 
virtue of this imput ation, we are accepted as com- 
2775 Once again, the doctrine, of our being made 
elteous through the obedience of Chriſt, may re- 
— 2 ſtronger proofs and fuller illuſtrations from 4. 
pet s fin being imputed unto 46.— This is an undoubted 
truth, written, as it were with a ſun- beam, in almoſt 
every page of ſcripture. St Paul aſſures us, that in 
Ian all die. And, if ſo, *tis certain that in Adam 
all fined. Tell me now, how came that perſonal fin 
of Adam to be charged upon us? how can his ha- 
ving eat th: forbidden fruit, render us liable to death 
and damnation ? How, but by imputation? Adam was a 
ablic perſon : he repreſented the whole race of man- 
kind: his act was imputed to his whole poſterity. 
guch àa communion there is between Chriſt and his e- 
lect: he, too, was a public perſon ; he was a repreſen- 
tative of all his choſen ones; and his obedience is 
looked upon as theirs. Thus believers are made righ- 
teous by the obedience of their everlaſting head Chriſt 
Jeſus, even as they were made ſinners by the tranſ- 
greſſion of their mortal father, Adam; becauſe of the 
analogy and ſimilitude there is between his righteouſ- 
neſs to juſtify, and Adam's iniquity to condemn “. 
Let us now make a pauſe, and review our attempt. 
We have endeavoured to render the doctrine of the 
text ſomewhat clearer, by conſidering the nature of 
a ſurety—from CMHxIsx's being made fin for us,—and 
from the imputation of Adam's offence to us. But theſe, 
alas! are points little known to the world. Corrupt 
nature is prejudiced againſt them; and Satan is ſtudi- 
ous to hide them from our eyes. Let us beſeech the 
Cod and Father of our Lord Jesus Chusr, to reveal 
the nyſlery of godlineſs in our hearts; that we may be- 
lieve in Jesus CHRIST as the Son of God, and only 
Saviour of the world; and that, believing, we may 
have life, not through any fancied goodneſs of our 
own, but entirely through his name. 


* Mr Hervey ſeems, here, to have had an eye to 1 Cor. 
Xv. 22. For as in Adam all die; even / in CarisT all all 
be made alive, The v, or all, affirmed by the apoſtle to 
have died in Adam, are the ſame ns, or all, that ſhall be 
made alive in Chriſt ; namely, all the members of Chriſt's my- 
ſtic body ; all that church, which he loved, and for which he 
gave himſelf to death, There are two reaſons, in particular, 
which determine the meaning of the word all, in this paſſage, 
to the ele, and to them only. 1. Throughout the whole con- 
text, St Paul treats ſolely of the firft reſurrection ; the reſur- 
rection of the juſt ; the reſurrection to life eternal. He ſays 
not one word, in this chapter, concerning the reſurrection of 
the ungodly ; but confines himſelf ingly to that of true be- 
lievers, 2. He, in the very next verſe, expreſsly points out 
the perſons of whoſe reſurrection he here ſpeaks : theſe, he 
tells us, are % Xpirv, thoſe that belong to Chriſt, and are his own 
peculiar property ; who were given to him, by the Father, in 
the covenant of redemption ; and in whom he has a ſpecial, 
mamittible intereſt, | 
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II. Let us now juſt take notice, how ſufficient 
Carr's obedience is for the purpoſe of juſtification. 
It is a moſt incomparably-excellent obedience : it ex- 
ceeds, not only the righteouſneſs of innocent and up- 
right Adam, but the righteouſneſs of angels, principa- 
lities, and powers, —Extol this righteouſneſs as high as 
words can reach, or idea ſoar! for it is the righteouſ- 
nefs of incarnate Divinity; wrought out nM, 
who was Gop and Man in one CyHrIsT ; whoſe divine 
nature gave an _—_ both of efficacy, and of dig- 
nity, to all he did. To you that believe the Godhead 
of Jesus, his righteouſneſs muſt needs be inconceiva- 
bly precious: you will not, you cannot think it ſt 
that @ whole world of believers ſhould be accepted through 
it, and owe all their ſalvation to it. —The prophet, in 
the moſt expreſs terms, ſets his ſeal to this truth, when 
he affirms, that the Loxd, the ſupreme and incompre- 
henſible JeHovan, is our righteouſneſs : and who would 
forſake the everlaſting Roc k, in order to lean on a 
br:.fed reed? who would quit an i/luſtrious xoB E, for 
ſcanty covering and filthy rags ? St Paul accounted all 
things but loſs, in compariſon of his Saviour's righ- 
teouſneſs. Yea, his own eminent holineſs, and tran- 
ſcendent uſetulneſs, he regarded no more than dreſs 
and dung, that he might win CartsT, and be found 
in ITA. This is the righteouſneſs, whoſe influ- 
ences extend to the earlieſt days, and will reach to 
the moſt diſtant ages. By this the holy men of 
old enjoyed the favour of God: by this ALONE, 
the generations yet unborn will enter into their Ma- 
ſter's joy. In a word, this is the hope, the ſure and 
ſole hope of all the ends of the earth, and of them that 
remain in the broad ſea : for, in every nation under 
heaven, and through all the revolutions of time, God 
is well pleaſed with ſinners, only in his beloved Son. 
Let me draw one remark from the whole, and 1 
have done. Let me obſerve the difference between 
the law of NATURE, and the law of Mosts, and the 
law of Farr. The law of nature ſays, Live up to 
& the duties of thy reaſon, and the conviftion of thy own 
% mind; and thou ſbalt be ſafe.” The law of Moſes 
faith, © Keep the commandments, and execute all the ſta- 
„ tutes, and thy ſalvation ſhall be ſure.” But AIT 
faith, «© Thou needeſt not attempt theſe impoſſubilittes, 
& CHRIST hath done both, hath done all, in thy ſtead. 
% He hath improved the light of nature, and fulfilled the 
« whole law of GoD; and this in the —_— of thy 
& Surety.” Go, then, to thy Redeemer ; lay hold on 
His righteouſneſs. Believe truly in CHRIST JEsvus, 
and what he h1th done, ſhall be accounted thine. Thy 
eternal felicity is aLREADY procured. Thou haſt no- 
thing elſe to do, but to look upon it as thy certain 
portion, and unalienable inheritance, through Chriſt; 
and to live in humble and chearful expectation of that 
great day, when thy free title ſhall be changed into 
actual poſſeſſion. And, in the mean time, love that 
divine Benefactor with all thy heart, and ſtudy to 
pleaſe him in all holy converſation and godlineſs. 
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O N II. 


Romans V. 19. 
By the obedience of Ox RE Hal Many be made righteous. 


N the book of Fob, iv. 13.—17. we have a very a- 

wakening leflon of humiliation, moſt admirably 
calculated to impreſs the thought, and to bring down 
the conceited mind. Eliphaz relates a viſion &. When 


* Sce Mr HERVEx's Contemplations on the Night, above, p. 
7 In the preſent ſermon, the deſcription of Eliphaz's viſion 
- embles the primary ſketch, the naked, imperfect outlines of 

maſterly picture: but, in the Contemplations (publiſhed about 
our years after this was preached) we behold the picture com- 


pletely finiſhed; and touched I had alm id, into 
; , oft ſaid, into th 
perſection of grandeur and beauty. n 7 


midnight drew her black curtains over the world, 
when darkneſs and deep ſilence reigned through the 
whole univerſe; in theſe ſolemn moments, a ſpirit 
paſſed before his face. Fearfulneſs and aſtoniſhment 
ſeized the beholder ; his bones ſhivered within him ; 
his fleſh. trembled all over him; and the hairs of his 
head ſtood erect with horror. In the midſt of theſe 
tremendous circumſtances, a voice broke forth from 
the fiery phantom : a voice, for its importance, worthy 
to be had in everlaſting remembrance ; and, for its 
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ewſulneſs, enough to alarm a heart of ſtone. It ſpake 
to this effect, © SyHaALL MORTAL MAN BE JUST BEFORE 
Gob ? SHALL A MAN BE PURE IN THE SIGHT OF HIS 
Mak?“ The words, thus tranſlated, breathe a 
wonderful dignity of ſentiment ; and lead our minds 
into the moſt exalted notions of Gov ALMIGHTY, im- 
maculate, and inconceivable, —Certainly, they com- 
priſe one of the moſt powerful antidotes, againſt the 
pride and haughtineſs natural to fallen man, that can 
poſſibly be imagined. They are a token, in this ſenſe, 
truly worthy of the awful Being who uttered; them, 
and that air of vaſt importance with which they were 
introduced. Our tranſlation ſinks the idea exceeding- 
ly. It tells us no more, than what all the world muſt 
acknowledge at the very firſt reflection; and ſo ſcarce 
deſerves to be uſhered in with fo great ſolemnity. It 
ſeems alſo to oppoie what no one can deny, or have 
inſolence enough to maintain :—for none, I ſhould 
imagine, even Lucifer himſelt, could ever preſume to 
think himſelf more juſt, more pure, than the ORO 
and STANDARD of all perfections. No: let a perſon be 
eſteemed ever ſo juſt, in compariſon of his fellow ſin- 
ners ; let him be accounted molt eminently holy, by 
thoſe that are polluted clay like himſelf: Vet, before 
infinite and uncreated purity, O! let him be greatly 
abaſed; let linn put his mouth in the duſt, take ſhame 
to himſelf, and cry out, Unclean/ unclean! Accord- 
ing to this tranflation of the words, you ſee, the doc- 
trine of man's univerſal depravity 1s as ancient as the 
times of Job; and, that there is no poſſibility of be- 
ing ju.lufied by any perſonal accompliſhments or ac- 
quirements, was expreisly taught in thoſe early ages. 

O! that it may be as unfeignedly believed in theſe 
latter days! “ But if this be the caſe,” ſays an in- 
quilitive hearer “ if all men are become abomi- 
% nable; if their beſt deeds are ſtained, and there are 
none that are righteous before Gop, — no not one ;— 
« how {hall they be accepted, when they are judged ?” 
& --Why, by a method that lies vaſtiy beyond the reach 
of human wiſdom or device. By a method, that was but 
dimly * hinted at in the generations of old, but is clear- 
ly revealed by the apoſtles and preachers of the go- 


ſpel; even by the obedience of Jeſus Chriſt; by a 


righteouſneſs not wrought BY us, bat imputed ro us. 
The nature of which 1mputation we have already ib 
luſtrated, and ſhewa the ſufficiency of our Redeemer's 
obcdience for this purpole.—Wuich two points being 
diſpatched, 


III. I am to ſhew you how worthy ? all acceptation 
this method of becoming righteous 1s.—And that as 
it is perfectly conſonant to the ancient prophecies ; as it 
gives the h:ghe/t glory to God ; and as it yields the rich- 
eſt conſolation to man. 

1. This method of becoming rightcous through the 
obedience of Chrilt, is perfectly conſonant to the te- 
nor of ancient prophecies, In the patriarchal age, 
Gop promiſed to Abraham, and renewed the gra- 
cious aſſurances to 1/aac, * that in his ſeed all 
« the nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed.” Now, 
what was this, but a diſcovery of this evangelical doc- 


trine ? *Twas, indeed, ſomewhat obſcure then; but 


tis clear as the day now. The /zed of Abraham, is 
doubtleſs our glorious Mediator, —who, in the fulneſs 
of time, took fleſh, and was burn of a deſcendent 
from Abraham. In HIM all the elect under heaven 
thall be bleſſed. — Obſerve, not in themſelves, not for 
any excellency that is in them; but ix HIM they 
{hall inherit all heavenly bleſſings. He is the Alpha 
and Omega of our happineſs; the beginning and the 
end, the cauſe and the conſummation, of all our joy. 
He is the only ſpring and fountain of all bleſſedneſs, 
as much as yonder ſun is the only fountain of this 
tight that now ſhines around us. Every ray of light 


That is, dimly hinted at, in compariſon of that more per- 
fect knowledge, which. has been ſince brought to light by the 
goſpel eminently ſo called. See Ep. iii. 7. 


before; and of juſtification among the reſt, Heb. xi 1 
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that falls upon our eyes, proceeds altogether from th. 


bright luminary: we do nothing towards enkind]; 
: : =” Whig in 
it; we only ½ its beams, and rejcice in its ſplend 
So fallen man can do nothing towards procurin . 
favour of his almighty MAK ER: but can ont c ; 
faith in JIusds CurisT, receive it, already We 0 
and teſtify his gratitude for it, by a chearful ce 
ence. 

In the prophet J/aia, we find the following 0 
ſages. God the Father, ſpeaking ef his obedient * 
beloved Son, has this remarkable expreſſion; 3 ſe 
knowledge ſhall my righteous ſervant juſlify many, } fag 
infinite wiſdom informs the whole world, how the 
muſt expect juſtification, and final acceptance, I. 
entirely through his dear Sox, our divine Mxn 
his holy life, and propitiatory death, are the only P 
ring cauſes of our forgiveneſs, the only conditions of 
our ſalvation; and a true knowledge of him, a rigj; 
belief in him, make the merit of both our own + 

Gop ſays not, he ſhall make them capable of recon. 
ciliation ; he ſhall in part jutlify ; he ſhall / up their 
deficiency, and perfect what is wanting in their dutie; 
No! but he ſhall accompliſh the whole work; he {hit 
execute the mou office without a rival; without , 
partner, he will juſtify the faithful, and not they them. 
{clves. 

2. This method of becoming righteous, through 


TOr : 
rocu- 


the obedicnce of Chriſt, is worthy of all acccptation, 


becauſe it gives the higheſt glory to God. Nothing can 
be ſo citectually calculated to abe the ſinner, and ex 
alt the Saviour, as THis way of obtaining ſalvation. 
This will bring down the lofty look of man : this will 
lay every aſſuming thought in the very duſt, and leave 
the Lord alone glorious and exalted. This thorough- 
ly ſecures to God his great prerogative, and utterly 
excludes human boaſting, and brings unmingled lo- 
nour and glory to the Surety of men. Whereas, was 
life eternal the reward of their own works, there would 
be fome pretenſion for ſelf-admiration.— Men would 
arrogate ſome of the merit to themſelves, and fay in 
their hearts, My power, and the might of my hands hath 
otten me this wealth. If they were to expect the blei- 
ing of the eternal ſtate as wages which they have eari- 
ed, O! what a damp would this ſtrike on their thank- 
fulneſs! how little would they think themfelves obliged, 
and, indeed, how little 2vould they be obliged, to God 
their Saviour, on this footing ! But, when faints in 
light view their heavenly inheritance ; when they fur. 
vey that great, exceeding great and eternal weight of 
glory, and remember that they did nothing to deſerve 
all this ineffable felicity ; that, it it had not been pro- 
cured entirely by their dying and obedient Saviour, 
they had been everlaſtingly baniſhed from the realms 
of blefſedneſs; O! what pure and fervent gratitude 
muſt this inſpire them with !—what an emphaſis and 
ardor, while they uttcr that devout acknowledgment, 
Not, not unto us, O Lord not unto us, but unis thy dew 
and adorable name be the praiſe! We were ene! 
in our minds, and by our wicked works ; but thou haſt 
&« redeemed us unto God by thy blood : all our choicelt at. 
tions were polluted and unclean, but thou halt 
% worked out for us a perfect and everlaſting righ- 
teouſneſs.“ 
Thus will adoration and love be given to the Lamb 
that was ſlain: every crown will be caſt low befole 


From a ſaving knowledge of Chriſt, and by faith in him, 
we are maniſeſtatively intereſted in what he has done and fut- 
tered. Our intereſt in his righteouſneſs muſt, in the very f., 
ture of things, have been prior to our ue of intereſt in 
otherwiſe, all ſenſe of it would be deluſive, and conve Jani 
with a non-entity, Faith is, as it were, the medium . {p17 
viſion; a divine light whereby we 1ce our intereft in Chil 
which we cannot ſec, till we believe with the faith that WO! 
by love. Faith is the , or conviction of things not e 


ſurely, the bleſſings, of which faith is the conviction, ys - 
real exiſtence before ever faith was ated: they are on un; 
till faith is given to diſcera then by. | 
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he throne, and wear this humbling motto, Not by 
ns bs of righteouſneſs which we have done, but accord- 
: to his mercy be ſaved us. O! the depths both of 
15 wiſdom and goodneſs of God —Goodneſs, in eſta- 
aſking ſuch a method of ſalvation for us; in all 
things lo well ordered and ſure! Wiſdom, in cutting 
of all occaſion of ſelf-glorying, and bringing Mat 
to the deepeſt humiliation, even while it exalts him 
to the heaven of heavens? 

- This method of becoming righteous through the 
obedience of Chriſt, is worthy of all acceptation, be- 
cauſe it adminiſters the richeſt conſolation to man; it is 
an inexhauſtible ſpring of ſatisfaction and repoſe. 

LuTHER, that renowned reformer, and great cham- 
on for the Proteſtant cauſe, when he broke away 
{rom the miſts of Popery, and began to underſtand 
this moſt noble peculiarity of Chriſtianity, declared, that 
ihe gate of Paradiſe ſeemed to fly cpen to his VIeW :— 
that be had a glimpſe of its beauty, in contemplating this 
ucred truth ; and a taſte of its delights, in believing ib: 
5 ſweet a compoſure, and ſuch a charming tranquiliity, did 
it diffuſe through his mind. Nor do 1 wonder at his 
faying, Vor, while wwe are ignorant of this doctrine, there 
is nothing but horror and dread around us, If we linike 
this text from our Bible, or this article from our 
creed, all is diſmal and diirefhing. Turn which way 
you will, the proſpect is uncomfortable. If we look 
to ourſelves, we ſhall find miſery and guilt ; if to GoD, 
nothing but indignation and diſpleaſure. — But this 
brightens up the whole ſcene. Let us obſerve, in the 
| character of a feeble Chriſtian, and of an awakened 

 profligate, what glad tidings the goſpel is, by virtue 
of this doctrine; and what a miſcrable comforter it 
would be without it. The language of the former, in 
his private meditations, mult proceed in ſome ſuch 
manner as this: + Wherewithal ſhall I come before 
« the moſt high God? Shall I offer im my pious 


« ſervices? Alas! they are miſerably deficient ; they - 


« iſſue from a corrupt ſtock, and cannot but be cor- 
e rupt ſhoots ; I have done nothing that is worthy of 
« his acceptance, how then thall I ſtand in his facred 
« preſence? I ſtrive to be perfect and entire, and 
« wanting nothing; but I feel myſelf to be poor and 
« indigent, and wretchedly detective. O! whither 
& ſhall I go, but to him who is appointed for this 
* very purpoſe ? that the bones, which are broken by 
* miſery and guilt, may rejoice; that the hands, 
* wich hang down, through felf-condemnation and 
* deipondency, may be lifted up.—Thither then will 
[ turn, frail and diſputed as I am, and caſt all my 
burthen upon the Lord Jusos CST: in his un— 
ſpatted righteouſneſs, and in nothing elſe, can the 
lole of my foot find any reſt. When doubts ariſe, 
and fear, like a gloomy cloud, thickens around me, 
this Sun of righteouſneſs ſhall diflipate the gloom 
in all my pilgrimage ; this ſhall be my conſtant 
00g; in all my anxieties, this ſhall be my only 
* cordial : = Why art thou caſt down, O my ſoul, and 
why art thou ſo diſquieted within me! O! put thy truſt 
in Jt,sus CyrsT! His merits, and not thine own 
works, are the horn of thy ſalvation ; eee. he- 
lieveth in him ſhall nat be confounded.” And as for 
the poor ſinner brought to a ſenſe of his enormous 
cumes; mcthinks, 1 hear him bewailing his condition, 
Wn ſome ſuch diſconſolate manner: -O wretched man 
that I am! how ſhall I attain the favour of God ? 
My fins are multiplied above number, and aggrava- 
ted beyond expreſſion. I cannot make any ſatisfac- 

_ bon for what is paſt, much Jeſs can I win the di- 
I am polluted, root 


0 


& 
10 


vs 


vine good-will for the future. 
and branch: what can 1 do “ — Truly, tinner, I 
uo not what thou canſt do, unleſs thou comeſt to 
sus CHRIST: there is not a gleam of hope, or 
1 of comfort, in all the univerſe beſides. If 
wy” enter thy folly, and ſceſt thy undone ſtate; 

% Lord there is mercy, abundaut mercy; and 
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with the Lord IESUS CHRISVTH there is plenteous 
redemption. If thou canſt rely on Chriſt, thy iniquities 
{hall be done away like a morning-cloud ; if thou 
canſt believe in H M, thy debts are cancelled through 
his blood ; and that which thou art unable to perform, 
he hath fulfilled for thee. See, how conſonant this 
doctrine is to the whole ſeries of ſcripture, and the 
voice of ancient prophecies! See, what an unſhared 
revenue of glory and thankſgiving it brings unto the 
bleſſed God :—both ſupporting the feeble Chriſtian 
amidit all his infirmities, and opening a door of hope 
to the awakened ſinner, notwithitanding all his im- 
pieties! Surely, then, this precious doctrine is worthy 
of all acceptation: ſurely we have reaſon to receive 
it with all imaginable thanktulneſs ! But, leſt it ſhould, 
after all; ſeem to us as an idle tale, rather than glad 
tidings of great joy, let me, 


IV. Give ſome directions that may diſpoſe vs to rely 
on, and prepare us to receive, the righteouſneſs of 
Jeſus Chriſt. ä 

Hirſt, Bring a child- like mind to the conſideration of 
it. Lay aſide propoſitions *, and meekly receive the 
ingrafted word with a teachable ſimplicity. Let us {it 
at the feet of Jeſus, and, like very little children, 
learn heavenly wiſdom from his goſpel. If we are 
conceited of our abilities, and lean to our own un— 
deritanding, God may puniſh our pride, by leaving 
us in the dark; for he hides theſe things from the wiſe 
and prudent, and reveals them unto babes —You muſt 
acknowledge your natural ignorance, and implore the 
teachings of his bleſſed Spirit; for this is his peculiar 
oilice, to convince the world of righteouſneſs ; that is, to 
convince the world of the tulnets of the Redeemer's 
righteouſneſs, of its unſcarchable riches, and of its 
abtolute ſufficiency to juſtify his people. 

Secondly, If you would not be offended at this doc- 
trine, get a deep ſenſe of your own Unrighteouſneſs. 
It is the want of this conviction, that indildoſes men 
for a reliance on Chriſt ; ſo long as they fancy them- 
ſelves rich and increaſed in goods, they will never be 
concerned to ſeck the fine gold of their Saviour's obe- 
dience.— And, indeed, he came not to call the righteous ; 
his goſpel is of ſuch a nature, that the ſelf-juſticiary 
will diſcern no comelineſs in it: it will feed the 
hungry, and poor in ſpirit, with good things; but the 
rich, and thoſe that are righteous in their own eyes, it 
will ſend empty away. 

Labour, therefore, to ſee your own vileneſs: and 
then the merits of a Saviour will be precious. Be 
ſenſible of your own nakedneſs, and then the robe of 
a Redecmer's righteouſneſs will be prized indeed. 
Conſider yourſclves as iſelvent, wretched bankrupts, 
who Have nothing, who can do nothing, that is ſpi- 
ritually good; and then the perfect obedience, the 
full ſatistaction of your divine Surety, will be as health 
fo your foul, and as marrow to your bones, 

Thirdly, Pray for faith. Tis faith that unites + to 


Lay aſide propoſitions :” a miſtake, perhaps, for prepe/- 
ſeffions. However, the ſentence, as it ſtands, conveys a very 
uicful direction: Lay aſide propoſitions” i. e. Submit your 
wiſdom to God's; embrace his gracious method of falvation 
without arguing yourſelf into needleſs doubts and perplexities. 
Mr HEKkveEyY ſcems, here, to intimate, what another excel- 
lent divine has ſince expreſſed more clearly: “ Believe ſimply, 
« with the meckneſs of a child, juſt as you are told by Gop, 
«© without murmuring or diſputing. Depend as abſolutely, 
« day by day, on the teaching of Chriſt, through his word 
„ and Spirit, tor the knowledge of all things needful to ſalva- 
tion, as any pupil, at an academy, depends on the inſtruc» 
« tions of an able and c-lebrated maſter, 

| Mr VenN's complete duty of man, p. 165. 

+ Senfible union with Chriſt, or actual fellowſhip with him, 
in a way of comfort, occaſioning the joul's calm ſun-/bine, and 
the heart. jelt joy, is, no doubt, a refult of faith. But then, 
this is not ſo properly union itfeif, as communion flowing from 
an union that ſubſiſted between Chriſt and his church from 
before all time ; and of which union, that communion, which 
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Jeſus Chriſt. By faith you are implanted into him. 
Faith is the hand that lays hold on the Saviour's me- 
rits : By faith ye are ſaved, ſays the apoſtle. This ap- 
pears, to the ſoul, the great ſalvation purchaſed by our 
dear Redeemer : * beſeech God to beget in you 
this lovely and lively faith, whereby you may lay hold 
on Chriſt, cleave moſt inſeparably to Chriſt, and, re- 
nouncing every other refuge, l:y the whole ſtreſs of 
your ſouls ſolely on Chriſt, as a ſhipwrecked mariner 
relinquiſhes all his ſinking cargo, and clings only to 
the planks that may float him ſafe to ſhore. Seek this 
bleſling to yourſelves, brethren ; and, if ever I forget 
to join my beſt ſupplications to yours, let my tongue 
«leave to the roof of my mouth. My heart's defire, and 
prayer to God, ſhall always be, that you may believe to 
the ſaving of your ſouls And a holy converſation will be 
a ſign unto you, that your faith is real. — A life of 
fencere holineſs can ſpring from nothing but from this 
divine head, CuRIsT Jesus. By this Ball all men know 
that ye are his diſciples, if ye live by his Spirit, and 
walk as he walked. By this, likewiſe, your own con- 
{ciences may be aſſured, that God hath given you an 
intereſt in his dear Son, and ſent him to bleſs you ; if 
he has turned you from your iniquities, and created you a- 
new unto good works. | 

Give me leave, at the cloſe of all, to aſk you with 
all ſimplicity, Have you underſtood theſe things? do 
you believe this report? or am I as one that ſpeaketh 
a parable ? 

If any be of this opinion, I ſhall addreſs them in the 
words of St Paul to the Galatians, and commit them 
to enlightening grace. The apoitle, inculcating this 
very point, and perſuading them to this ſelt-ſame be- 
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follows upon faith, is no more than the perception, diſcovery, 


and enjoyment. 


T7. 8: S 


LS TT 


lief, fays, Brethren, be as I am, fer I W AS at 5e 
Thus the words 1 would tranſlate ; and then tt yi 
very pertinent to the purpoſe, and applicable 10 
and me; and when paraphraſed, will run thus: 4 
% don't wonder, brethren, that ye are prejudiced 
“ gainſt this doctrine. I myſelf was ſtrongly poſleſſeg 
* with ſuch prejudices. I verily thought, that q 
% own righteouſneſs would, at leaſt, bear a part . 
« procuring my acceptance with the eternal Maiefs 
«© Determined I was, in ſome meaſure, to ſtand a 4 
* own bottom: and advance my plea, for life ever|; 
« ing, from my own holy endeavoufs. B 
theſe arrogant reſolutions and vain confidences ar 
„ dropt. I now difavow all ſuch pretenſions. Goa 
* hath brought me to a ſounder mind.—Anq, ;, 0 
* have been partakers with me in my miſtake 8 
„ partakers alſo of my righter judgment. I truſt 
* ed to I knew not what: but now I know in wn 
«* [ have believed. I put myſelf, and the whole gf 
« my falvation, in my adored Immanuel's hands: 
and douht not of his ſufficiency for my ſecurity 
“ Henceforward I ſet my heart at reſt, not becauſe | 
„have gone through ſuch offices, or done ſuch gy. 
ties; but becauſe my Redeemer is mighty and me. 
& ritorious. *T:s God, the incarnate God, that Juſtifes 
« me; who 15 he that ſhall condemn me? Never, never 
„ ſhall my heart cry to divine juſtice, Have patience 
« with me, and I will pay thee all: this were the lan- 
T guage ot groſs ignorance, or great preſumption, But, 
& in all my temptations, in every diſcouragement, 
&« this ſhall be my acknowledgment, this ſhall ſtill be 
« my earneſt prayer, The righteouſneſs of thy o- 
« bedience, moſt blefled Jeſus, is everlaſting; 0 
grant me an intereſt therein, and I ſhall live,”—- 
Amen, Amen; ſo let it be, O Lord. 
* Gal. iv. 12. 
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Written by Mr HERVE Y, from 1733 to 1758. 


T has been ug obſerved, in the account of Mr Hervey's 
Il Life prefixed to this work, that he frequently wrote religious 
ters to his acquaintance according to their different circum- 
ſtances, in the moſt amiable and convincing manner ; and that 
he ſeemed to make it almoſt an invariable rule, not to write a 
letter on any occaſion, without at leaſt one pious ſentence in 
it ; and that not introduced in a forced and awkward man- 
ner, but interwoven ſo as to appear naturally to ariſe from the 
ſubject *. 

The reaſons for publiſhing this collection of Mr Hervey's 
letters, were the ſtrong ſolicications of thoſe, who knew and 
valued the author and his writings ; a deſire of contributing 
to the intereſts of religion, which was the great ſcope of all 
his labours; and a perſuaſion, that ſuch a collection would 
give a peculiar ſatisfaction to every intelligent and pious per- 
ion :—efpecially as to be thus introduced to partake of the en- 
tertaining and inſtructive intercourſes of his friendſhip, may 
Poſſibly be the means of encouraging others to Go AND Do 
LIKEWISE, Nor will it be, it is preſumed, neceſſary to beſpeak 

® Above, p. vi. 
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the candour of the reader, or deprecate the petulance of crit: 
ciſm, whatever defects or inaccuracies may be found in a work 
of this kind, not intended for, though well worthy of, the 
public eye. 4 

As the following letter to the editor is ſo truly character 
cal of Mr Hervey, 'tis to be hoped chat it will not be altoge 
ther unacceptable to the reader. — When writers like him, 2 
diſtinguiſhed ſuperiority, have gained our admiration and 5 
plauſe, we are fond of penetrating into their more retite 
partments, and aſſociating with them in the ſequeſtered * : 
of private life: for here theſe great geniuſes appear in an uf 
dreſs ; the intrinſic excellence of their characters ſhines - 
with genuine luſtre ; and although, as authors, their talents * 
beyond our imitation, yet the ſeveral milder graces ay” 6 
of their more common and ordinary behaviour, are in 9 
nieaſure attainable by every one. 


SIR, 


. f 
TW AS with no ſmall ſatisfaction I ſaw an advertiſer 
in the public papers, deſiring the correſpondeP't3 
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ute Mr Hervey to turniſh the editor with ſome of his letters 
Ar ublication, and glad I am tis in my power to ſend you 
- 25 1 number; ſince in many of them will be found fach 
2 of an upright heart, as no ſtranger can otherwiſe be 
mer acquainted with. There will be ſeen the deepeſt humility. 
ee unconſcious of his own ſhining abilities, he was always 
223 of improving by the micaneſt in che church: in low- 
rack of mind he would prefer others to himſelf: he would 
frequently be the humble qucriſt, and make his friend the 
reſpondent. There will be ſcen the greateſt love to mankind ; 
2 love, which he has ſtrongly expreſſed on every occaſion, 
not only in words, but in the moſt important acts of benevo- 
Ince, both temporal and ſpiritual. There will be ſeen the maſt 
zealous attachments to truth, He was extremely deſirous that 
every ſentiment of his ſhould be ſtrictly examined; and where- 
ever he found any thing capable of the leaſt improvement, he 
immediately acquieſced with the greateſt thank fulneſs.— In a 
word, there will be feen the utmo/t ſerenity of mind under the 
preſſure of very grievous afflictions. As his joy was not of 
mis world, no worldly calamities could take it from him; no- 
thing could ruffle, nothing could diſcompoſe him. — He was 
.-cd, what his Maſter ſays of the Baptiſt, a burning and a 
ji „ng light; and as ſuch he was a guide for our feet, — As a 
burning light, he warmed many by his example: he had re- 
©ived the grace of God in abundance ; which he had long 
and moſt earneſtly implored ; and the fruits of which, in his 
life and converſation, the world have ſeen, and his friends will 
tell with pleaſure, —As a ſhining light, he inſtructed many by 
his doctrine, He was a moſt ſtrenuous aflertor of the free 
grace of God. He taught men to be rich in good works, 
without placing the leaſt dependence on them. Chriſt was all 
to him, and it was his whole buſineſs to publiſh his Redecmer's 
unſearchable riches.—It was St Paul's faithful ſaying, viz. 
That ** Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave ſinners ;” and 
it was Mr Hervey's conſtant employment to bring ſinners to 
him empty-handed, © to buy wine and milk without money 
« and without price.” 

He was alſo a moſt ſtrenuous aſſertor of evangelical holi- 
neſs — While he publiſhed the 7ree grace of God, he was ſo- 
licitous that none ſhould abuſe it to licentiouſneſs. Herein al - 
ſo he imitated St Paul in another faithful ſaying, viz. That 
«-they who believe in God ſhould be careful to maintain good 
« works,” 

Such was the friend I have loſt. God grant we may all“ be 
* the followers of him, who through faith and patience now in- 
« herits the promiſes.” - He reſts from his labours, and my 
correſpondence with him is for ever at an end; but by the let- 
ters I here ſend, he will, though dead, yet ſpeak, and ſpread 
wide that valuable inſtruction, and thoſe ingenious remarks, 
which were originally deſigned only for the private inſpection 
of, Sir, your humble ſervant, Cc. &c., 


P, S. Mr Hervey's zeal for his great Maſter, and his eminent 
abilities to advance the intereſts of religion, will, it is hoped, 
ſecure the good opinion of the community, in behalf of the 
publication of his private letters and life; eſpecially when it is 
conſidered, that it was in ſome meaſure neceſſary to be done; 
not only as they exhibit in their purport, compoſition, and 
various tendencies, a ſtriking, amiable, and true picture of 
the ingenuity, learning, candour, and piety of this excel- 
lent man; but as his character has been injured by /eme thro? 
miſrepreſentation ; and as his writings have been cenſured by 
9hers through miſapprehenſion :—all ſuch will now ſee how 
tir Mr Hervey is deſerving of blame, or of applauſe ; ſince 
there is nothing that expreſſes a man's particular character 
more fully, than his letters to his intimate friends. 


In this edition care has been taken to arrange the letters in 
the ſame order in which they were wrote, as far as was prac- 


ticable. But there is no poſſibility of doing it exactly, for this 


plain reaſon, that in many letters written to thoſe with whom 
he kept a frequent correſpondence, Mr Hervey was accuſtom- 
ed to expreſs neither month nor year, but only to write Mon- 
dry morning, Tueſday night, &c. ; and that ſeveral letters were 
tranſmitted to the editor, with the dates as well as names eraſed, 


There are a few things inſerted in this collection, ſuch as 


the cottager's letter &, Mr Boyſe's +, the letter to Dr T*, 

ae were introduced, not only for the great propriety of 

uch an introduction, but at the particular deſire of ſome of 

4 Hervey's friends, in order to fulfil his intentions, and ren- 
r him, though dead, as extenſively uſeful as poſſible, 


* I would by all means,” ſays one ot his moſt judicious and 


favourite correſpondents, © have that letter of mine, addreſſed 
a to Dr 7, printed in the collection; as I think this may 
in ſome meaſure be fulfilling the will of my deceaſed friend, 
hen appears by his own letter | to me to have judged ſome- 
Let. 83, + Annexed to let, 166. t Let. 168. || Let. 157. 
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thing of that nature highly neceſſary ; and he would certain- 
ey have attempted it himſelf, as he declared, had not a cer- 
e tain church- preferment brought him very unexpectedly into 
* a connection, which made ſuch a publication at that junc- 
ture ineligible. Mr Hervey is now dead, and that reaſon 
js no longer in force; and therefore now ſeems to me the 
« fitteſt time for ſuch purpoſe. I wrote that letter to Dr 
« 7** at Mr Hervey's expreſs deſire, and I gave him full 
« power to make what uſe of it he pleaſed ; hoping, that, 
after correcting it to his mind, he would have ſent it to 
C Dr 7** himſelf; or elſe that he would have wrote in an- 
* other form (perhaps in an introduction to his faſt-ſermons) 
* ſomething far more valuable, extrafting from my letter 
„ what be(t anfwered his ends. But that not being done, the 
publication of my letter in this collection, immediately after 
* what Mr Hervey ſays in his to me“ about Dr 7**'s ſer- 
* mon, may, with the ſame divine blefling, be of uſe; and, 
* though of little worth, yet like the widow's mite, when it 
* was her ALL, it may be acceptable.—There are thouſands 
of preachers who think in the ſame way with Dr 7**, and 
very likely many of theſe may be the readers of Mr Hervey's 
letters: and if ſome of them reflect and reform, the unjuſt 
anger of the reſt is very little to be regarded. Therefore, 
C upon the moſt ſerious conſideration, it is my earneſt requeſt, 
that the letter to Dr 7** ſhould be printed juſt as I ſent ir 
« to Mr Hervey.” | 

It muſt be acknowledged, that ſome of his firſt letters writ- 
ten from college when he was not more than twenty years of 
age, either ſpeak a language different from free grace, for 
which we find he was afterwards ſo powerful an advocate, or 
at the leaſt they treat very confuſedly of it ; and perhaps ſome 
may ſay, why then were they printed? Fortheſe two plain reaſons ; 
that the reader may ſee and know what early and ſtrong im- 
preſſions he had of piety | what love to Gop ! and to his fel - 
low-creatures !—Though we ſay not, that, like Jahn Baptiſt, 
he was ſanctified from his mother's womb, yet his very 
early labours for his Saviour, when too many others of his 
age and ſtanding were captivated by their paſſions, and ſwal- 
lowed up by their luſts, prove to a demonſtration, the doctrine 
he afterwards taught, viz. the power of redeeming love : they 
ſhew how early the ſeeds of grace were ſown in his heart; and 
when they look forward, they may obſerve from what ſmall 
ſparks of light and grace the Holy Spirit hath gradually taught 
him +, and led him, as it were by the hand, into the full and 
holy liberty of the children of Goo. When but twenty-one 
years of age, we find him afraid of, and flying from praiſe, 
when others would be courting it : for having wrote ſome 
verſes to a relation which were greatly commended, he hear- 
tily wiſhes + he never had wrote a line of poetry in his life: 
and he wrote upon another occaſion || expreſsly blaming a 
friend for praiſing him; and again +, he ſays, Nou have paid 
© me an obliging compliment; beg of the bleſſed Gop, dear 
« Sir, that I may not be puffed up with vain conceit of myſelf 
« or my writings.” 

From the reading of theſe familiar letters, which is in a 
manner liſtening to and hearing the thoughts of the writer, we 


cc 


may learn, that, by nature, his heart was hard as the flint, 


„ and his hands tenacious even to avarice ;” thoſe are his 
words +-, Yet (ſee the power of that free grace, which 
living and dying he ador'd) he became a bright example of u- 
niverſal charity +. 

His great humility and diffidence af his own judgment and 
learning, appear in many of his letters; in one, which is far 
from being contemptible either far ſtyle or argument, he en- 
joins his friend to return his letter immediately to bim, that it. 
might never appear: yet his friend gat the better of that mo- 
deſty, and obtained leave to Seem it; to which is wing the pu- 
blication of that now, which Mr Hervey, at the time of wri- 
ting it, defired might never ſee the light +, 

Another inſtance, and a ſtriking one, we may meet with, 
let. 53. where, anſwering the objections of a lady to the mi- 
racle which Chriſt wrought at the: marriage of Cana in Galilee, 
he ſays, © I have neither ſtrength of mind nor ſolidity of jud 
“ ment, ſufficient to conduct the procedure of an argument, 


&c. 

As the love of Gop was ſhed abroad in his heart, it pro- 
duced an ardent defire to promote the cauſe of CHRIS Ins us 
and of his religion. And when he found himſelf bowed down 
with the ſpirit of weakneſs and infirmity, he. was apt to fear 
left he ſhould diſgrace the goſpel in his languiſhing moments =; 
he earneſtly prayed to God, and deſired others to unite in the 
ſame petition, that he might not thus diſhonour the cauſe of 
Cuxisr. And his and their prayers, were heard; for not- 
withſtanding his lingering weakneſs and depreſſed ſpirits, which 

* "Tis ſo printed as here defired.—See let. 158. f If. liv. 13, & 
John vi. 45. 1 Letter 3. || Let. 52. + Let. 60. + Let. 53. 

-+ See his life, p. v. and let. 514 60. M. ++ Let, 24. == Let. 60. 
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at length gave him up into the hands of death, yet he triumph- 
ed over his fears, he triumphed over the grand tempter and 
adverſary of fouls. 

His willingnets to have his writings corrected, by every judi- 
cious friend, and his thankfulneſs in receiving their criticiſins, 
appear throughout all his letters written to his learned corre- 
ſpondents; a ſpecimen of it you may fee, let. 61 101. 181. 
His earneſt deſire to prefer his friend's opinion to his own ; 
or, in other words, his humble opinion of his own judgment 
and powers in argumentation, makes him ever requetting, 
Pray uſe freely the pruning-hook, c. It may ſcem a wou- 
der, therefore, that he ſhould ever, under theſe diſcouraging 
thoughts of himſelf, write at all, eſpecially ſo much as he has 
done; contidering he was no more than five and forty when he 
died, and that the firſt of his works was publiſhed when he 
was thirty-three —Perhaps the reader might be almoſt tempt- 
ed to ſuſpect, that his humility was affected, and that pride 
lurked under that fair garment : but hypocriſy dwelt not in 
him; he wrote under all that weakneſs, and under all thoſe 
fears, becauſe he dared not be ſilent; the cauſe of Gop and 
truth was publicly attacked; the cauſe of his Maſter was 
oppoſed, and he as a faithful watchman was compelled, how- 
ever weak in body, however unequal he thought himſelf to the 
taſk, he was compelled to cry aloud and ſpare not; and there- 
fore he wrote not from pride, or from avarice, but from con- 
ſcience, and a ſenſe of duty ; and this the intelligent and can- 
did reader will eaſily perceive from many of his letters. 

At a time when infidelity and depravity prevailed, and when 
it was become almoſt fathionable to ſlander and ſpeak evil of 
perſons, depretiating another's reputation in order to raiſe 
or eſtabliſh our own ; we find Mr Hervey making it a rule to 
fingle out the beſt things he had heard of his neighbour, and 
carefully avoiding even to hint any thing which might be the 
cauſe of propagating a rumour * to his detriment ; or to diſcloſe 
a ſecret which might be injurious to him : thus careful was he 

to carry into his own practice, the doctrine he taught, che re- 
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To his SIS TER. 


Lincoln College, Oxon. Sept. 16. 17 33. 
Dear Siſter, | 
6.2 AS there any occaſion to apologize for the 

Wo In ſerious purport of this, it would be ſuf- 
ficient to direct you to the date, and the 
A time of its inditing; but I promiſe myſelf 
that to you any thing of this nature will be unneceſ- 
fary. For though we are in the very prime and ſpring 
of our years, ſtrongly diſpoſed to admire, and perfect- 
ly capacitated to reliſh the gaieties of youth; yet we 
have been inured to moderate the warmth of our ap- 
petites, accuſtomed to anticipate in our minds the days 
of darkneſs, and inceflantly diſciplined into a remem- 
brance of our Creator. 'For my part, I find no ſeaſon 
ſo proper to addreſs one of the principal ſharers of my 
heart, one of my neareſt and deareſt relations, as that l 
have at preſent choſe and made uſe of, when either an 
unverſal ſilence compoſes the ſoul, and calms every tur- 
bulent emotion, or the voice of joy and gladneſs ſpeak- 
ing through celeſtial muſic, invites to adore the won- 
ders of our Redeemer's love, touches upon the ſtrings 
of the ſofteſt paſſions, and inſpires the moſt fweet, 
moſt tender ſentiments. 5 | 

As I was the other day traverſing the fields in queſt 
of health, I obſerved the meads to have loſt that pro- 
fuſion of fragrant odours which once perfumed the 
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ligion he profeſſed; - and thus far was he fro 
the principles or practices of Autinomi n. So 
friends of that ſtamp, as well as his adve 
much pains to make the world believe, that ke in 
greed with them, that, if poſſible, they micht e the 
to differ from him ; but they will find it as 
raiſe their reputation upon his, as it will be 
racter to a l-vel with their own, fo long as! 


ſame words ; and perhaps this repetition may dif; 
cate and curious reader, cſpecially as it returns 0 
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in the compais of thirty pages; but ir is to be conffdret Py 
they were written at different times; the cne to a Tuan, 
at B:th in 1743, and the other for the ſatisfaction 0. dies 
five years afterwards; and as the objections were the 
from both, Mr Hervey bad a right to return cach of 1. 
ſame anſwer. 
I muſt once more trefpaſs on my reader's patience, a8 1 c. 
not conclude without exprefliny my hopes, that overs mh 
of candour and judgment will make the neceflary yu ns, 
tor thoſe different Hates, both of body and mind, which, 
ot Mr Hervey's weak conſtitution muſt have undergone * 
ſpace of five and twenty years, during which cheſe lett 8 
were wrote. A manifeſt inequality of judgment, of nechracy 
and of fiyle in familiar letters wrote at ſuch diſtances vil 
more or leſs attention and care, according to the variety of 5 
cumſtances which occur, and without the leaſt thought of ks; 
publication, will appear; nor can it be otherwiſe expected u. 
dced from any onc.— Some of che greateſt geniuſcs of the &e 
ſuch as Pope and Swiſt, have made their apology in the "Full 
caſe ; and no one, I am ſure, is more juſtly entitled to the all. 
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air, to be diſrobed of that rich variety of curious dies, 
which ſurpaſſed even Solomon in all his glory. Not 
a ſingle flower appears to gladden the fight, to be- 
ſpangle the ground, or enamel the barren landſcape. 
The clouds that ere long diſtilled in dews of honey, 
or poured themſelves forth in ſhowers of fatneſs, now 
combine in torrents to overflow the lifeleſs earth, to 
bury or ſweep away all the faint footſteps of ancient 
beauty. The hills that were crowned with corn, the 


valleys that laughed and ſung under loads of golden 


grain; in a word, the whole face of nature, that ſo 
lately rejoiced for the abundance of her plenty, is be- 
come bare, naked, and diſconſolate. As I was cont! 
nuing my walk, and muling on this joyleſs ſcene, me. 
thought the ſudden change exhibited a lively picture of 
our trail and tranſitory tate ; methought every object 
that occurred, ſeemed ſilently to forewarn me of wy 
own future condition. | 
I dwelt on theſe conſiderations till they fermented in 
my fancy, and worked themſelves out in ſuch like ex- 
preſſions. What! muſt we undergo fo grievous au 
d alteration ? we, whoſe ſprightly blood circulates m 
„ briſkeſt tides! we, who arc the favourites of time, 
on whom youth, and health, and ſtrength, lied 
« their ſelecteſt influence! we, who are to apt to 100% 
upon ourſelves as exempt from cares, or pains, d. 
troubles, and privileged to drink in the tweets of 


* life without reſtraint, without alloy! Muſt we fore 


go the ſunſhine of our enjoyments for any (4s 


„ reſembling this melancholy gloom Muſt the ſpark- 
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LET. II. 
« ling eye ſet in haggard dimneſs? the lovely features 
1 wS | lowing cheeks be obſcured by pale deformity? 

” ſoft and gay deſires be baniſhed from our 


60 muſt 4 . . 1 0 
ſts, or mirth and jollity from our converſation ? 


& pred! a 
« muſt the vigour of our age fall away like water 
that runneth apace, and the bliſsful minutes of the 

ime of our Years vaniſh like a dream? If this be 
our caſe, in vain, ſure, do we boalt our ſuperior 
« felicity, in vain do we glory in being the darlings 
« of heaven. The inanimate creation droop indeed, 
« ſicken and languiſh , for a time ; but quickly revive, 
« reſoice, and again ſhine forth in their brightelt luſtre; 
« *tis true, they relinquiſh, at the approach of win- 
« ter, their verdant honours, but reſt fully aſſured of 
« receiving them with intereſt from the ſucceeding 
« ſpring. But man, when he has paſſed the autumn 
« of his maturity, when he has once reſigned himſelf in- 
« to the cold embraces of age, bids a long, an eternal 
« adieu to all that is entertaining, amiahle, or en- 
« dearing; no pleaſing expectations refreſh his mind; 
« not the leaſt dawnings of hope glimmer in to qua- 
« life the darkſome looking for of death.” 

I had not long 97g ny theſe bitter reflections, be- 
fore Leſpied a remedy for thoſe fore evils which oc- 
caſioned them. Though I perceived all our paſſlonate 
delights to be vanity, and the iſſue of them vexation 


of ſpirit; yet I ſaw likewiſe that virtue was ſubltan- 


tial, and her fruits joy and peace; that though all 
things came to an end, the ways of wiſdom were ex- 
ceeding broad. The ſeeds of piety, if implanted in 
our tender breaſts, duly cheriſhed, and conitantly cul- 
tivited, will bud and bloſſom even in the winter of 
our days; and when white and red ſhall be no more, 
when all the outward embelliſhments of our little fa- 
bric ſhall diſappear, this will ſtill flouriſh in immortal 
loom. To walk humbly with our God, dutifully 
with our parents, and charitably with all, will be an 
inexhauſtible ſource of never-cealing comforts. What, 
though we ſhall ſometimes be unable to hear the voice 
of ſinging men and ſinging women; though all the 
{enſes prove falſe to their traſt, and refuſe to be any 
longer inlets of pleaſure; 'tis now, dear ſiſter, 'tis 
now in our power to make ſuch happy proviſions, as 
cven then, in thoſe forlorn circumitances, may charm 
our memories with raviſhing recollections, and regale 
al our faculties with the continual feaſt of an applaud- 
ing conſcience. What ſweet complacency, what un- 
tpeakable fatisfaction ſhall we reap from the contem- 


pations of an uninterrupted ſeries of ſpotleſs actions! 


No preſent uneaſineſſes will prompt us impatiently to 
with for diſſolution, nor anxious fears for futurity 


make us immoderately dread the impending ſtroke ; 


| | will be calm, eaſy, and ſerene; all will be ſoothed 
| by this precious, this invaluable thought, that by 


rcaſon of the meekneſs, the innocence, the purity, 
and other Chriſtian graces - which adorned the ſeveral 
ſtages of our progreſs through the world, our names 


auch our aſhes will be embalmed, the chambers of our 


toinb conſecrated into a paradiſe of reſt, and our ſouls, 


white as our locks, by an eaſy tranſition, become angels 


ot light. I am, with love to my brother, 
Dear fiſter, 
Your moſt affectionate brother, 


JAMES HERVEx. 


ENT. 


To his SISTER. 


Dear Siſter, Lincoln College, Oxon. March 28. 17 34. 
ſ' is now a conſiderable time ſince I enjoyed the 
true and real pleaſure of your company. I ſay 
* Teal, has often took its 
gut to Harding ſton, and deli ghted itſelf with the ima- 


g nary converſation of 4 
NI you and my other dear rela 
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tions; I have frequently recollected, and as it were 
ated over again in my mind, the many pleaſing hours 
we have ſpent together in reading ho y and edityin 
books, or diſcourſing on pious and uſeful ſubjects. And 
methinks I ſhould have been exceeding glad to have had 
the ſatisfaction yet more improved, by receiving a let- 
ter from you; which I am ſure would have been full 
of the molt tender endearments of love and affection, 
and I hope would not have wanted expreſſions of true 
religion and virtue; and cold I but once ſee that, 
could I but obſerve ourſelves not only dwelling to- 
gether in unity, but travelling hand in hand towards 
the heavenly Jeruſalem, mutually encouraging and 
aſliſting one another to fight the good fight, to lay 
hold on eternal life, then ihould I greatly rejoice, then 
{hould I begin to live. 

| hope I may now congratulate your perfect reco- 
very ; however 1 am certain there 1s great reaſon for 
congratulation on account of your being ſo choice a 
favourite of heaven as your frequent licknefles, and 
often infirmities ſpeak you to be. Our gracious Fa- 
ther, though an indulgent lover of all mankind, ſeems 
to watch over you with more than ordinary care and 
concern, to be extremely deſirous, nay, even ſolicitous 
jor your ſalvation. lo does his goodneſs endeavour, 
by the repeated, though hghteit ſtrokes of his rod, to 
cure whatever is difordered, to rectify whatever is a- 
mits in you? How ſtudiouſly does he ſeek by laying 
you on a lick bed, to make you lee yourſelf and all 
things elſe in a true and proper light: to point out to 
you your frailties and follies, your darling luſts, and 
the fias that do molt eaſily beſet you; to convince you 
that you are only a ſojourner here upon earth, your 
body a poor frail and corruptible houſe of clay, your 
ſoul a bright, glorious, and immortal being, that is 
haſtening to the truition of God, and to manſions of 
eternal reſt; to diicover to you the vanity, meannets, 
and contemptivle littleneſs of this world, and the 
worth, the importance, and amazing greatneſs of the 
next. Do not then hold out againſt theſe kind calls to 
repentance and amendment; do not reſiſt ſuch earneſt 
importunitics, ſuch {wcet ſolicitations. But ſuficr 
yourſelf, by this loving correction, to be made great; 
great in humility, holineſs, and happineſs. Humble 
yourſelf under the mighty hand of God; and by a 
hearty ſorrow for your paſt faults, and a firm reſolu- 
tion of obedience for the future, let this fatherly 
chaſtiſement bring forth in you the peaceable fruits of 
rightevuſneſs. On! let us dread, let us tremble, to 
reject any longer the tenders of grace, leſt we awake 
at length his juſtice, and draw down vengeance upon 
ourſelves ; leit our vilitation be not in love and with 
kindneſs, but in heavy diſpleaſure and with fury 
poured out; leſt his next diſpenſation be not a mer- 
ciful ſeverity, but indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguiſh. | 

Sure I can't but admire that adorable wiſdom which 
has contrived ail things ſo evidently and ſo directly to 
your advantage! Your late illneſs has, I doubt not, be- 
got in you ſerious thoughts and holy dipaſitions, and 
theſe I flatter myſelf will be nouriſhed by the reception 
of the bleſſed ſacrament the following Eater. Let 
us, dear ſiſter, break off our ſinus by repentance ;—let 
us amend our lives, and begin from this very inſtant 
to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly, and godly in the preſent. world. 
So {hall we anſwer the good ends of our fickneſs;—1o 
ſhall we be meet partakers of thoſe holy myſteries 
here, and enjoy an inheritance amongſt the ſaints in 
light hereafter. —And now I can't but acquaint you, 
how earneſtly I wiſhed that you and others of my 
neighbours (with whom I have diſcourſed upon this 
ſubject) were giving devout attendance to the prayers 
and praiſes that were offered up laſt Monday in your 
church, as likewiſe how 1 ſhould rejoice with exceed- 
iag great joy, to hear 3 you and they continue 
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ſtedfaſt, or rather abound more and more in the prac- 
tice of this and ſuch other religious duties. And if 
you think the deſire of my heart, and the longings 
of my ſoul are of any weight with any of them, pray 
let them know how I hope, deſire, and pray that we 
may be worthy communicants, by an immediate for- 
faking of all wicked ways, and a thorough amendment, 
as well as an unſhaken reſolution to perſevere and ad- 
vance in that amendment. 

My kind reſpects to all that you ſhall ſhew or read 
this letter to; deſire them not to forget me in their 
prayers : let * * and * * know that I often think of 
them, and hope they ſometimes remember me, and 
the words that I have often ſpoke to them. I am, &c. 


JAMES HERVEY. 


—_— 
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Dear Siſter, Lincoln College, Oxon. May 2. 1734. 


Inding myſelf in a 3 humour, and remem- 
F bering that I had formerly promiſed you an en- 
tertaining preſent, and being ſenſible of the decency 
of introducing it with an epittle ; upon thete accounts 
I again ſet pen to paper, and addreſs you, notwith- 
ſanding you have ſo very lately received a letter from 
me. By an uſefully-entertaining preſent, I mean ſuch 
an one as will improve and edity, at the ſame time that 
it diverts and delights; as will not only make you 
eaſy to yourſelf and agreeable to others, but alſo good, 
and holy, and wiſe unto ſalvation. Now I ſcarce know 
any human compolition more likely to promote theſe 
excellent purpoſes than this poem on the laſt day “. 
For being in verſe, and ſet off with all the graces of 
ſpeech and thought, it can't fail of charming as well 
the nice ear as the found judgment; and as for the 
ſubject, ſure nothing can be more prodigiouſly pleaſing, 
than to read of that happy time which thall be the 
beginning of a bliſsful eternity ; when our Redeemer, 
by his mighty power, ſhall change our vile bodies, that 
they may be like unto his glorious body, and tranſlate 
us from a ſtate of corruption in the grave, to ſhine 
forth as the fun in the kingdom of our Father. And 
every one muſt own, that the moit engaging perſua- 
fions to picty and holineſs of converſation are drawn 
from the recompenſe of a future invaluable reward ; 
and that the moſt ſovereign preſervative againſt all 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſts is the terrors, the inſup- 
portable terrors of the Lord. If therefore you would 
pleaſe yourſelf, refine your taſte, or have the practice 
of religion pleaſing, inſtead of plays, ballads, and o- 
ther corrupt writings, read this almoſt divine piece of 
poetry; read it (as I have done) over and over, think 
upon it, endeavour to digeſt it thoroughly, and even to 
get by heart the moſt moving paſſages, and then Itruſt 
you will find it anſwer the ends I purpoſe in ſending it. 

You will excuſe me from exerciſing my poetical 
talent, ſince there are already two copies of recom- 
mendatory verſes, and becauſe I perceive ſuch an at- 
tempt will be either very abſurd or very dangerous. 
For ſhould I tack together a few doggrel rhymes, this 
would be an affront to you; whereas, ſhould I ſucceed 
ſo well as to gain the applauſe of my readers, this 1 
am ſure would portend very great harm, if not to 
you, yet moſt certainly to me. For what can portend 

cater harm than the words of praife ; which, though 
Another than oil, yet be they very ſwords? What 


can be more deftradtive of that humble mind which 


was in Chriſt Jeſus, that meek and dix ſpirit which 
is in the ſight of God of great price! I am ſo far 
from carrying on my verſifying deſigns, that I heartily 


wiſh I had never conceived any; that thoſe lines I fent 


to my coulin XX * * * had either never been made, or 
that { had never heard them commended. Pride and 
vanity are fooliſh and unreaſonable in duſt and aſhes, 


* By Dr Young. 
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and, which is worſe, odious and deteſtable before : 
nite perfection and infinite power. Oh! let 1 
I then dread whatever may adminiſter fewel ts , 
worſt of tempers, more than the poiſon of aſp cle 
the peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs, Let T Aa 
againſt ſeeking, deſiring, or taking pleaſure in 0 
honour that cometh of men. And if at any time * 
flattering 1 that ſnare of death, ſhall ed 8 
us, let us inſtantly fly unto our Saviour, and 8 8 
plain unto our God; then let us remember; and 4 
membering, let us acknowledge, that we are nothi 
have nothing, and deſerve nothing but ſhame and no 
tempt, but miſery and puniſhment. * 

I hope you was ſo happy as to receive the holy f 
crament this Eaſter ; and I beg of you to be ſo vil 
well to underſtand and often to conſider what * 
then did. We gave up ourſelves, our ſouls and bodies, 
to be a reaſonable, holy, and lively facrifice to Gad. 
ſo that we mult look upon ourſelves as having now nc 
longer ary right or title to ourſelves, but as our hes. 
venly Maſter's ſole property; we may not follow oy; 
own, but mult do his will in all things. We under. 
took to lead a new lite, to follow the commandment; 
of God, and to walk henceforth in his holy ways; 
and this and whatever elſe we promiſed at that ſacred 
altar, we muſt endeavour to perform, if we hope to 
enter into heaven. Let therefore no day paſs without 
reflecting on the folemn engagement we have made 
and without examining whether we have acted up to 
it. Let us not imagine that we did the whole of our 
duty, when we took the conſecrated elements into 
our mouths ; but be convinced, that we only as it were 
liſted ourſelves afreſh under our Captain's banner, and 
that the ſervice, the fight againſt his and our enemies, 
is to be hourly renewed, and conſtantly mintained e- 
ven unto death.—I am, Oc. 


JamEes Herver. 


— 
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Dear Siſter, Oxon. March 11. 1735. 


Eſterday the judge came hither, and to-day the 
aſſizes begin. I ſhall go to hear the affize-ſer- 
mon preſently. This cannot but put us in inind pf 
that great account we muſt all give before the judg- 
ment-ſeat of Chriſt. How melancholy a fight is it, 
to ſee a poor criminal go up to the bar! All he has 
is no longer his own ; his very life is in the power ot 
the magiſtrate ; and he is in great danger of a ſpeedy 
death. And if this be ſo dreadful, how infinitely 
more dreadful will it be to appear before a more ſtrict 
and awful tribunal? The good Lord grant, that you 
and I may not be caſt in that tremendous trial! A 
trial that will be undergone before angels and God; 
upon the iſſue of which our eternal life will depend. 
Was I to wiſh a wiſh for the deareſt friend in the 
world; it ſhould not be for gold, or jewels, or appz 
rel ; theſe things are fading, and the faſhion of them 
paſſeth away; but it ſhould be for a favourable ſen- 
tence in that laſt and great day. Will not the arcl- 
angel ſhortly ſound the trump? Will not all the 
dead come forth of their graves, and the Ancient of 
days fit? How valuable then will an humble. and 
holy life be! If you and I be found with the wel 
ding-garment on, we ſhall doubtleſs enter into the jo} 
of our Lord, never to die, never to grieve, never te 
be parted more. But if we ſhould either of us be 
negligent in this matter; if we ſhould be ſurpriſed 
without oil in our lamps: oh! the fearfulnels and 
trembling that will come upon us! the horrible dr 
that will overwhelm us! to think that we muſt be for 
ever ſhut out of heaven, baniſhed eternally from the 
preſence of God, the ſociety of ſaints, and the ful. 
nels of joy! If you or I were to be torn from out 
kindred, and our father's houſe, and hurried awa) 
captive into a foreign country; there to be chan 
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to the galleys, or condemned to the mines: how 
would this grieve both us and our dear relations ! 
how would it pierce our ſouls as a ſword 1 If this be 
ſad, (as certainly it is), alas! what will it be, to be 
everlaſtingly ſeparated by the unpaſſable gulf? for one 
to be caught up to heaven, and there to be ever with 
the Lord; and for the other to be thruſt down into 
torments, and dwell with wailing and gnaſhing of 
teeth ? Dear ſiſter, let us conſider this; and give all 
diligence to make our calling and election ſure ; that 
when the changes and chances of this mortal life are 
over, we may mect and hve together in glory ever- 
afting. Which is, and ſhall be, the hearty prayer of, 

c. 
Or JAMES HERVEY. 


LE r n 


God Madam, Dummer, May 7. 1737. 
Ray be pleaſed to eaſt your eye to the bottom, 

and obſerve who it is that deſires to beſpeak you. 
it is one who knows himſelf to have been guilty of 
the moſt ſlighting behaviour, and to have deſerved, 
in return, your greateſt diſdain. If after you per- 
ceive his name to be Hervey, that Hervey who was ſo 
lately and fo long in London, without ever waiting 
upon Mrs * &; without paying his reſpects to her 
who merits ſo much the eſteem of every Chriſtian, 
without any thankful acknowledgment for her kind 
wiſhes ſo often conceived, and her prevailing prayers 
ſo often put up in his behalf: —if, Madam, after you 
are informed of all this, you can bear to give the re- 
mainder of the paper a favourable reading, I ſhall not 
only account myſelf highly * to your good- 
nature, but when I have an occaſion to put up an at- 
front, and to exerciſe forgiveneſs, I will think upon 
it as a pattern. 

On Sunday. I was called out by Providence from 
my own flock, to preach at two ſtrange churches, 
They lay at a conſiderable diſtance from each other, 
and from Dummer; ſo that in paſſing to them, and 
repairing again to my OWN pariſh, I travelled a good 
many miles. All the way | went along, I was enter- 
tained in the fineſt manner imaginable ; far more fine- 
ly than mine, or, I may venture to ſay, than any 
words can deſcribe. I wiſh I had the glowing colours, 
the accurate pencil, and the maſterly genius of ſome 
irſt-rate painter, that I might draw out, with as little 
injuſtice as poſſible, the lovely landſcape, and make a 
preſent, in ſome degree, worthy your acceptance. 
The air was in its beſt temperament ; neither ſo hot 
as to enfeeble or diſpirit, nor ſo cold as to cauſe any 
uneaſy chillneſs. It was fit to recommend and ſet off 
the moſt agreeable objects, and to be the vehicle of 
perfumes, not much inferior to myrrh, aloes, and 
caſſia, I was in company with a gentleman of a clear 
underſtanding, and a tolerable ſhare of reading; he 
had ſeen much of the world, and had a very deep 
piercing inſight into things; he could talk judiciouſly 
upon moſt topics, and would ſometimes beltow ſome 
hints upon religious ones. So that when I was diſpo- 
ſed for converſation, I could have immediate recourſe 
to one that would refine my taſte, and improve my 
Judgment, if not miniſter grace to my heart. The 
face of the ſkies alſo conſpired to render every pro- 
ſpect completely pleaſant; it was decked and diverlified 
with ſilver. like clouds; not ſuch as were charged with 
heavy rains, but ſuch as prevented the annoyance of 
one continued glare, and changed the ſunſhine fre- 
quently for a welcome ſhade ; och as ſerved for a foil 
to the unſullied ethereal blue. Thus did God order 
all circumſtances, ſo as to render our ride exceedingly 
delightful. At our firſt ſetting out, we went over 
ſtrong ground; where no ſeed was ſown, and ſo no 
fruit could grow. Its uſeleſſneſs was not owin g ta 


Corn, and the pregnant promiſes o 
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any defect in point of fertility, but to a want of be- 
ing manured, 

Is not this the caſe of many immortal ſouls, who 
are born with bleſſed diſpoſitions, and bid fair for be- 
coming eminent faints, but are loſt and ſpoiled for 
want of care and inſtruction ? O for faithful ſhep- 
herds to ſeek them, for induſtrious huſbandmen to 
cultivate them! Send, Lord, a plenty of ſuch to work 
in thy vineyard, and to watch over thy ſheep! This 
coarſe beginning, though it had no form nor comeli- 
neſs in itſelf, yet tended to give an additional verdure 
to the ſucceeding ſcenes. So the bottomleſs pit and the 
unquenchable fire, though infinitely formidable, will 
create in the elect a more taſteful reh{h and enjoyment 
of their heavenly felicity. We made more haſte than 
ordinary to get away from this barren ſpot. For why 
ſhould any one tarry in ſuch a place, or frequent ſuch 
acquaintance, where all that occurs is vain and unpro- 
fitable? where nothing truly beneficial can either be 
imparted or acquired? The ſooner we are delivered 
from ſuch a ſituation, the better; no departure can 
be abrupt, no flight precipitate. When we were ad- 
vanced a little tarther, we entered: upon a large in- 
cloſure. Here were all the footſteps of a commendable 
and ſucceſsful induſtry. The wheat was in the blade, 
and ſprang up with a plenteous increaſe, and in good- 


ly array. It was not choked with weeds, nor em- 


barraſſed with thiſtles, but like a clean and even mantle 
covered the plain: a preſent credit, and likely to be 
a future comfort to its owner. This ſuggeſted to me 
the value of a diligent hand, that portion which it is 
in every one's power to bequeath to himſelf. All the 
affairs of the ſlothful are like the mountains of Gilboa, 
on which there was no dew, neither rain, nor fields 
of offering. But where there is prudence and diſ- 
cretion to contrive, and a ſteady fervour to execute, 
there whatloever is undertaken will, in all probability, 
proſper. By a ſpirit of management, even the wil- 
derneſs may be brought to bud and bloſſom as a roſe : 
and was there ſuch a ſpirit in the profeſſors of religion, 
it would prompt them to be, like Dorcas, full of good 
works ; or, like the great apoſtle, continually aſpiring 
after freſh and higher meaſures of perfection. We 
ſhould be frugal of our time, careful of all our ta- 
lents, and molt laudably covetous of every grain of 
improvement in piety. We held on our courſe, ad- 
miring ſtill as we went, the _ earth, the infant 

a prodigious har- 
velit. This led me to muſe upon one of the diſtin- 
r of Chriſtianity, I mean the general 
reſurrection. It convinced me how perfectly poſlible 
it is with God to raiſe the dead; it gave me alſo a 
glimpſe of that perfection of beauty, to which the 
bodies of the juſt ſhall riſe. For a little while ago I 
beheld, and lo! the whole vegetable world was naked 


and bare, without any ornaments, or ſo much as one 


amiable feature, like ſome withered, wrinkled, de- 
formed hag. But now how charmingly it appears, 
and ſmiles, and ſhines! No virgin is more gay and 
blooming, no bride is better arrayed, or more ſpark- 
ling. And if God ſo enlivens and clothes the 

of the earth, and the tenants of the field, how much 
more ſhall he quicken and ennoble our mortal bodies, 
which we hope are the temples of 'the Holy Ghoſt ? 
Several of our dear friends We have accompanied to 
the grave : we ſaw with weeping eyes their poor bones 
depolited in the duſt. But henceforth let us dry up 
our ſorrows ; they are not to periſh, but to be purified 
in thoſe gloomy chambers. The hour is coming when 
the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven, with the 
voice of the archangel, and the trump of God. Then 


ſhall they hear the almighty ſummons, and ſpring from 
their confinement like to a roe, or to a young hart 


upon the mountains of ſpices &. Then will they look 


forth trom their dark abodes as the morning, fair as 
* Cant, viii, 14. 
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the moon, clear as the ſun “; never more to return to 
corruption, but to flouriſh in immortal vigour and 

outh. This is a plealing meditation, and delerves 
to be indulged, but at this time it muſt give place to 
others. Our next remove was to a lane, ſet on either 
fide with lofty trees and humble ſhrubs. Here the 
proſpe*t was contracted, and we had nothing left to 
contemplate but our branching and leaty mound. 
The little boughs clad with a chearing green were re— 
freſhing to the eyes; and it was curious to obſerve, 
how every different plant was decked with a diterent 
livery. Here the twigs were gemmed with buds juit 
ready to open and unfold ; there they were already 
opened into bl ſſoms, and garniſhed the pointed 
thorns ; ſo that they were very delicate to look upon, 
though dangerous to touch. Oh! the adorable eilt- 
cacy of the divine voice! how powerfully and how 
laſtingly it operates! God faid once, Let the earth 
bring forth; he ſpake not twice, and yet how punc- 
tually does nature obey this ſingle command! Several 
thouſand years are gone about, nor is its force evacu- 
ated, impaired, or at all diminiſhed. It endureth in 
full authority to this day, and is {till a moſt binding 
law to all the material world. O that men would lay 
this to heart, and learn a leſſon of obedience from the 
inanimate creation! All other things continue ac- 
coriling to their Maker's ordinance, and (hall man be 
the only rebel in the Kingdom of nature? Shall man 
alone make the word of Omnipotence to be of none 
efloct? While our light was regaled in this manner, 
a let of chiming bells faluted our ears with a ſolemn 
and ſerene harmony. It had no great diverſity of 
ſtops, nor artful mixture of notes, but ſure it was 
molt gladdening muſic, and ſpoke a heavenly meaning. 
It was calculated to inſpire ſuch a joy As the royal 
pfulmiſt felt, when he heard the acceptable invitation 
of going up to the houſe of the Lord. On a ſudden, 
when we were leaſt apprehenſive of it, the wind 
wheeled about, and bore away the ſilver ſounds: But 
it was only to bring them back again as unexpectedly, 
with the freſh pleaſure of a grateful ſurpriſe. Here I 
thought of the ſweet influences of grace, and wiſhed 
for that happy time, when the vilits of the bleſſed 
Spirit will be uninterrupted. Quickly the lawns and 
plains diſappeared again, and we dived into a wood. 
Numbers of ſprightly birds, hopping and ſinging a- 
mong the branches, ſolaced us as we paſſed. We 
thanked the pretty ſongſters, and bid them go on to 
ſupply our lack of praiſe. But what moſt of all af- 
fected us, being altogether new, was the warbling of 
the nightingale. What a tuneful throat has that 
charming creature, and what an unwearied uſe does 
ſhe make of it! I myſelf heard her melody in the 
day-time, and I am told in the night-ſeaſon alſo ſhe 
takes no reſt. How ſovereign and undeſerved is the 
goodneſs of the Lord to the children of men! The. 
pipe of this wakeful choriſter, though now ſo in- 
ceſlant in thankſgivings, muſt ſoon be ſealed up in 
endleſs ſilence: while the mouth of dull and ungrate- 
ful mortals will be filled with everlaſting anthems. 
The air was impregnated with ſweets; and without 
money. or without price, we breathed in ſuch a deli- 
cious fragrance, as far excelled the powders of the 
merchant 4. This put me in mind of ſome beautiful 
lines of the great Mi/tor's : 


— — 


Now gentle gales 

Fanning their odoriſerous wings, diſpenſe 
Native perfumes, and whiſper whence they ſlole 
Thoſe balmy ſpoils. 


The other recalled to my memory part of a divine 
deſcription, vaſtly ſuperior to Milton's. Lo, the win- 
ter is paſt, the rain is over and gone. The flowers 


+ Cant. iii, 6. 


* Cant, vi. 10. 
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appear on the carth, the time of the ſinging of birds; 
come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our nds 

Two of our ſenſes being fo exquilitely gratigeq. , 
were in no haſte. to leave the place, though. 182 
narrow, and attorded no other proſpect but the thin: 
canopy over our heads. But as ſoon as we ah, 
emerged trom this ſylvan path, what wonders preſent. 
ed themſelves to our view! I think I was ſcarce It 
more agreeably ſtartled in my life. We ſtood u £ 
the brow of a hill, and underneath were tracts of e. 
vel ground of an immenſe circumference, Thel. 
bouring eye could hardly deſcry the utmoſt bound; 
The whole ſcene, being parcelled out among a vatiet 
of tillers, and producing varicty of fruits, was like ; 
noble picce of chequer-work. The nearer parts, 4nd 
thoſe diſtinctly ditcernabie, were replenithed with tu. 
ral riches. The folds were full of ſheep, and of lamj 
friſging by the fide of their fleecy dams. The valley, 
ſtood ſo thick wit corn, that they even laughed and 
ſung. One ſpot was not ſprinkled, but ſeemed to be 
overlaid with a profuſion of flowers, as the root of 
the temple was with gold ; another was, as it were 
enamelled, like an embroidered carpet, with a well. 
proportioned diſtribution ; ſome of them yellow ;; 
oranges, ſome white as ſnow, ſome tinged with a bor. 
der as red as blood. The towns and villages inter. 
ſperſed here and there, looked like the tiny tents cf 
the fabled fairies. Numberleſs other beautics glanced 
upon my fight; but as I had not then leiſure to ex. 
mine them, 10 neither have I now room to relate them. 
O that theſe, and all the charms of the delightful 
ſeaſon, may lead up every ſpectator's thoughts to the 
inimitable glories of heaven. And while the eye {calls 
upon them, let every tongue acknowledge to the lo- 
nyur of the all- creating God; 


Theſe are thy glorious works, Parent of good 
Almighty ! thine this unroerſal frame, 
Thus wondrous fair : thyſelf how wondrous then ! 

I am, Cc. | 

| JaMEs Hemrver, 
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Dear Brother, Dummer, June 27. 1737. 


Find you are at London looking out for a trade, 
1 and a maſter to {et yourſelf to. I hope, you pray 
earneſtly to God to guide you in your choice by lis 
infinite wiſdom. He only knows what kind of em- 
ploy will be beſt for you; in what family or neigh- 
bourhood you will have the moſt helps and encourage- 
ments to holineſs ; where you will be moſt expoſed to 
temptations, to evil company, and to an early corrup- 
tion. Therefore, remember what you have learned 
in the zd chapter of Proverbs, and now, above all other 
times, put in practice: © In all thy ways acknowledge 
“ him, and he ſhall direct thy paths.” Beſeech tic 
all-wiſe God to go before you in this weighty under- 
taking, and to lead you to ſuch a maſter, and to ſet- 
tle you in ſuch a place, where you may, the molt ad. 
vantageouſly, work out your falvation. Delire allo 
your honoured mother, and mine, to have a great 
regard to your ſoul, and the things that make tor 105 
welfare, in putting you out. Let it be inquired, not 
only whether ſuch a tradeſman be a man of ſubſtance 
and credit, but whether he be alſo a man of religion 
and godlineſs? whether he be a lover of good people! 
a careful frequenter of the church? whether Ws 
children be well nurtured and educated in the fea! 0 
the Lord? whether family-prayer be daily offered up 
in his houſe? whether he believes that the ſouls of hi 
ſervants are committed to his truſt, and that he . 
be anſwerable for the neglect of them at the judgment. 
ſeat? It will be ſadly hazardous to venture your 


* Cant, ii. 11. 12. 
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roof of any perſon, who is not furniſhed 
onder te principles, or is a ſtranger to theſe practices. 
a" f he be quite contrary to all theſe, a deſpiſer of 
and goodneſs, wholly devoted to carnal pleaſure, 
2 worldly gain; if he not only omit the religious 
825 and overlight of his nhouſehold, but alſo ſet them 
1 wicke L 2 . R . 
enter into his ſervice. A lewd, drinking, 
pea cheating maſter, will be ſure to Mis 
the ſobriety and purity of your behaviour, and very 
likely to corrupt it. To have his diſorderly carriage 
dal before your eyes, will be as dangerous as to lodge 
mu plague-houſe. Therefore, let no conſideration of 
1 or advantage, or of any other ſort, prevail 
with vou to become apprentice to ſuch a one. If you 
go, depend on it, you breathe tainted air; and it is 
nch but you catch the deadly infection. — After you 
re bound to a maſter, you mult be as diligent in do- 
ing your duty to him, as you ſhould be of examining 
into his character before you are bound. As I have 
given you * advice ONS "= latter * g's 
iculars, I fancy you will not take it amiſs, i 
Fe you ſome directions concerning the former. As 
hon as you are bound, you are at your maſter's, and 
not at your own diſpoſal : he has then a right to your 
hands, your 8 2 and all that you #8 _ He 
hecomes a ſort of parent to you; and though not a 
owl yet a civil father. You are allo obliged, not 
only by the laws of your country, and the tenour of 
gur indentures, but by the 5th commandment of 
God, to pay him all due ſubmiſſion and honour. To 
do this, is a moſt material part of your duty, as a 
Chriſtian, as well as your undeniable debt, as an ap- 
prentice. It is required of you by God, in holy ſcrip- 
ture; and you muſt not once imagine that you do 
what is pleaſing to him, unleſs you conſcientioully 
perform it. Now, that you may know what it is 
that your maſter will expect from you, and what it 1s 
that the Lord has enjoined you, with regard to him, 
remember, it conſiſts, firſt, in reverence of his perſon; 
ſecondly, in obedience to his commands; and, third- 
ly, in faithfulneſs in - — 5 3 

Firſt, in reverence of his perſon. You mult eſteem 
him very highly for his ſuperiority's fake, and the re- 
ſemblance he bears to God. For God, who made you, 
and has an uncontrollable power over you, has com- 
municated ſome of that power to your maſter; ſo 
that you are to look upon him as the repreſentative, 
in ſome ſort, of the divine Majeſty, and inveſted with 
ſome of his authority. Accordingly St Paul ſays, 
1 Tim, vi. 1. You muſt count him worthy of all ho- 
nour; all, i. e. internal and external, that of the ac- 
tions and words, as well as that of the heart. It is 
not enough to maintain a worthy eſtimation inward- 
ly; but — muſt let it Rs all occaſions out- 
wardly, by behaving yourſelf very obligingly to him 
before his face, and by ſpeaking very reſpectfully of 
him behind his back. Suppoſe you ſhould diſcern 
failings and infirmities in him, you muſt by no means 
divulge them, or make yourſelf merry with them, 
much leſs muſt you dare to ſet light by any of his or- 
ders. Whatever you have reaſon to think will grieve 
or diſpleaſe him, will be prejudicial or offenſive to him, 
that you muſt cautiouſly forbear. 

Secondly, obedience to his commands. See how full 
che apoſtle ſpeaks to this purpoſe, Col. iii. 22. Servants, o- 
nal 5 * 3 according we 9 7 4 

isewile, from this paſſage, not only the neceſſi- 
ty, but alſo the „ of obedi- 
ence; how large and extenſive it is. It reaches, not 
aely to a few, but to all and every inſtance. If you 


But, 1 


wuld receive orders that are ever ſo much a- 


guſt the row of your own inclination, you mult 
"ice yourſelf to comply with them; receive them 
> you uſed to do nauſeous phyſic; though they 


b | 
Nei at firſt, they will do you good, and be 
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comfortable to you afterwards; your own pleaſure 
mult always ſtoop, and give way to your maſter's. If 
he ſets you ſuch a taſk as is mean and ignoble, and ſuch 
as (according to the expreſſion of the world) is beneath 
a gentleman's ſon, do not ſcruple it, dear brother, but 
ditbatch it chearfully. Remember who hath ſaid, Ser- 
vants, obey your maſters in all things. And, oh! re- 
member, that be we as well born and bred as we will, 
yet he that was higher than the higheſt of us all, even 
the moſt excellent and illuſtrious perſon that ever li- 
ved, condeſcended to the loweſt and (ſuch as our fine 
folks would account the) ſhamefulleſt oflices. The Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, though the brightneſs of his Father's glo- 
ry, diſdained rot to waſh his diſciples feet. Neither 
be dejected becauſe you are treated in an unworthy 
manner, or ſet to do ſome mean and low office for 
him, or his family ; but rejoice rather in that you are 
made like unto your Redeemer, and in the happy pro- 
ſpect you will have of becoming great in heaven, by 
being ſo little on earth. I am aware this piece of ad- 
vice is not ſo unexceptionable as the reſt ; it may poſ- 
ſibly be adjudged the mark of too yielding and ſneak- 
ing a ſpirit ; but never forget, that the things which are 
moſt highly eſteemed by God, are held in leaſt repute 
by men. I know, and am ſure, that if any appren- 
tice would make ſuch a compliance for the fake of 
preſerving peace, and out of conſcience to the com- 
mand of God, and with an eye to the example of 
Chriſt, there is a day coming when he will not repent 
of it ; when 1t will not be deemed a blot in his cha- 
racter, but be an ornament of grace to his head, and 
more comely than chains about his neck &. Well, 
you fee your obedience mult be univerſal ; you muſt 
come when he calls you, and go where he bids you ; 
do all that he commands you, and let alone all that 
he forbids you. This muſt, moreover, be done, not 
grudgingly, or of neceſſity, but readily and gladly : 
for hear what the ſcripture ſaith, Whatſoever ye do, 
do it heartily +; and again, With good will doing ſer- 
vice ; ſo that we muſt not creep, but be quick and 
expeditious in our buſineſs, howſoever diſagreeable. 
You muſt not go about it with grumbling words and 
muttering in your mouth, but with ſo ſatisfied an air, 
as may ſhew that you are pleaſed with whatever pleaſes 
your maſter. 

Thirdly, in faithfulneſs in his buſineſs. This is the 
laſt branch of your duty to your maſter ; and ſince 
Mz/Jes has obtained an honourable teſtimony, on this 
account, be you alſo faithful in all his houſe ||]. You 
may find this, as indeed all the qualifications of a 
good ſervant, deſcribed by St Paul, (Tz. ii. 10.) Not 
purloining, ſays he, but ſhewing all fidelity. You 
are charged not to purloin, i. e. not to keep back ſio n 
your maiter, nor to put into your own pocket, nor 
convert to your own uſe, any of that money, which, 
in the way of trade, paſſes through your hands. You 
were taught from your childhood, to keep your hands 
from picking and ſtealing, and I hope you abhor ſuch 
abominable practices from the bottom of your heart. 
You muſt not fell at a cheaper, and buy at a dearer 
rate, in order to have ſome valuable conſideration 
made you. privily in your own perſon. Theſe differ 
from robbing on the highway, (they are flagrant acts 
of diſhoneſty, and will cry to heaven for vengeance), 
only in being leſs open and notorious. Such tricks 
and villanous devices do the ſame thing by craft and 
treachery, as houſebreakers do by force and violence. 
Therefore, dear brother, renounce, deteſt, and fly 
from them as much as from fire, arrows, and death. 
Beſides, you are not only to abſtain from ſuch clan- 
deſtine knavery, but alſo to ſhew all good fidelity. 


What is meant by this, you may underſtand, by read- 

ing how Jeſeph conducted himſelf in Potiphar's ſervice. 

Your maſter, it is likely, will commit the management 

I Col. iu. 23. 

| Heb. iii. 5. 
17 A 


* Prov. i. 9. + Eph. vi. 7, 


554 


of ſome of his affairs to you; and you muſt endea- 
vour, by a diſcreet behaviour, and a pious life, to 
bring the bleſſing of the Lord upon all that you take 
in hand. You muſt lay out your time and your la- 
bour, and give all diligence to anſwer the truſt repo- 
ſed in you. You muſt not delay the buſineſs which is 
urgent, nor do your work by halves, nor transfer 
that to others which is expected you ſhould do your- 
ſelf. The flothful man, ſays Solomon, is brother to 
him that is a great waſter ; therefore you muſt avoid 
idleneſs, and careleſIneſs. In a word, you muſt do 
nothing knowingly and wilfully that 1s likely to im- 
poveriſh your maſter, but ſeek by all lawful and laud- 
able means to increaſe his ſubſtance. All this you 
muſt obſerve, not only when he ſtands by you, and 
inſpects you, but when his back is turned, and you 
are removed from his view ; otherwiſe your ſervice 1s 
nothing but eye-ſervice, ſuch as will prove odious to 
man, and 1s a _— condemned by God. For if you 
appear to be induſtrious, and in earneſt, before your 
maſter, but to loiter and trifle when out of his fioht, 

ou will be chargeable with hypocriſy ; a fin extreme- 
y hateful to Chriſt, and grievouſly pernicious to the 
ſoul.—But I am afraid 1 tire you; this one ſentence, 
therefore, and I have done. You mult carry your- 
ſelf, thronghout the whole courſe of your apprentice- 
ſhip, ſo reſpectfully, ſo obediently, fo faithfully, that 
at the end of it you may truly ſay with Jacob, With 
all my power I have ſerved your father. I had more 
to write, but will ſend you (if you care to accept it) 
the remainder ſome other time. May God bleſs you 
all, and your affectionate brother, ©&c. 


— 


r 


My dear friends, the inhabitants of Collingtree, near 
Northampton, Dummer, June 29. 1737. 


Received the letter wrote in your name, and ſigned 

with your hands, and was very well pleaſed with 

its contents. I am glad that you are all in good health, 
and am obliged to you for retaining ſo honourable a 
remembrance of an unworthy youth. Your deſire to 
have a careful clergyman ſettle among you is perfectly 
right and laudable. But I fear you make an over- 
favourable and miſtaken judgment, when you imagine 
me to be ſuch an one, and pitch upon me for that pur- 
poſe. However, letting this paſs ; it is, I ſay, well 
and wiſely done of you, to be ſolicitous in this mat- 
ter. For a miniſter is a perſon of the greateſt im- 
portance imaginable ; his office is of the moſt univer- 
{al concernment; and his demeanour therein, of the 
moſt beneficial or prejudicial tendency. Beneficial, 
if he be able, faithful, and watches for his people's ſouls 
as one that muſt give account. Prejudicial, if he be 
unſkilful, unactive, and unconcerned about the ſpiri- 
tual welfare of his people. The things that pertain 
to falvation, and the means of obtaining everlaſting 
life, are lodged in his hands. He is the ſteward of the 
myſteries of Chriſt, and ſo the guardian (under di- 
vine grace) of your beſt and moſt abiding intereſts. 
If through ignorance he miſmanage, or through idle- 
neſs neglect this weighty truſt, it may be the ruin of 
immortal ſouls. Whereas, if he be both diſcreet and 
diligent in his holy vocation, he may be the inſtru- 
ment of the richeſt benefits to thoſe committed to his 
charge. His praying to God, and his preaching to 
them, may be attended with ſuch a bleſſing from on 
bigh, as will fill them with heavenly wiſdom ; form 
them to true holineſs; and fit them for the future 
glory. 
tary, but ſuch as are 2 beyond all expreſſion, and 
laſting to eternity. For theſe reaſons, it will be your 
wiſdom and your happineſs to procure a paſtor whoſe 
life is exemplary ; whoſe doctrine is ſound ; whoſe 
heart is warm with zeal for God ; and whoſe bowels 
yearn with compaſſion for men. If your bones were 
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Benefits theſe, not inconſiderable or momen- 
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broken, or if you were brought to , 
the force of ſome violent diſeiſe; 5 9 
content with the preſcription of a quack, but f. 4 be 
for the beſt advice. If your wives were in hard . ap 
if the children were come to the birth, and the | 
not ſtrength to bring forth, you would not oh Wag 
ride for the moſt experienced midwife. Oh "ha 
prudent and careful tor the ſalvation of your { 
which endure for ever, as you are for the life of outs, 
bodies, which is but as a vapour. Remember th * 
are ſick of ſin, ſadly diſordered by ſundry © You 
tions, and mult neceſſarily be cured before * 
hence, and are no more ſeen. Remember 9 8⁰ 
muſt be regenerated and born again, or you on you 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. And be 2 


1 . not will. 
ing to truſt ſuch matters, which are of infinite — 


everlaſting moment, to the mana 
comes un. Jy N a „ y at 
Now that you may be the better able to make a ris) 
choice in this important particular, I will lay beto 
you two or three of the diſtinguiſhing characters of 
true miniſter. —Firſt, he has a tolerable ſtock of 3 
ledge. Though not enough to explain all myſteries 
or to anſwer every perplexing queſtion, yet enous} 
to make himſelf and his hearers wiſe unto ſalvation 
He may be ignorant of many things without muck 
diſparagement to himſelf, or prejudice to his people; 
but he muſt be acquainted with, and able to teach 
others all that is neceſſary for them to know. Second. 
ly, he has not only ſome underſtanding, but ſome ex. 
perience alſo in the way of godlineſs. He has learned 
to ſubdue, in ſome meaſure, the pride of his nature 
and to be humble in his own eyes, and not fond ot 
applauſe from others. He has broke the 1mpetuolity 
of his paſſion, and generally poſſeſſes his ſoul in pi. 
tience; or if, upon ſome very ungrateful and provoking 
uſage, he cannot calm his temper, yet he can curb 
his tongue; and though his ſpirit be ruffled, yet his 
words will be gentle. He is moſt commonly meek 
after the manner of his blefſed Maſter, and will al. 
ways return bleſſing for curling, according to his 
holy command. He has often looked inco the ſliort- 
neſs of time, and the length of eternity; he hy 
weighed the greatneſs and richneſs of heaven, with 
the inſignificant and deſpicable meanneſs of earth ; and 
diſcovers ſuch a mighty difference, as helps him to 
live above the world, even while he is in it. So that 
he is no lover of filthy lucre, no hunter of carnal 
pleaſures, but his hopes, his deſires, and all his views 
of- happineſs, are hid with Chriſt in God. He is 
courteous and condeſcending, and will ſtoop with the 
utmoſt chearfulneſs to the loweſt perſon in his parth. 
He will be affable and kind, and ſeek to pleaſe, not 
himſelf, but his neighbours, for their good, to edi- 
cation. But you muſt not expect to find him tritling 
or ludicrous ; he will not preach to you on the Sun- 
day, and play with you on the week-days, but carry 
the ſpirit of his ſermons into his ordinary converla- 
tion. He will maintain an uniform gravity of bela 
viour, without ſuffering it to be frozen into moroſc- 
neſs, or thawed into levity. He will love his pari- 
ſhioners, not for their agreeable perſons or amiable 
qualities, but becauſe they are redeemed by the blood 
of Chriſt. It will be his buſineſs and conſtant endea- 
vour, I had almoſt ſaid his meat and drink, to ſet for- 
ward their ſalvation; that, by their being made meet 
for the inheritance of ſaints in light, his crucified Lord 
may ſee of the travail of his ſoul, and be ſatisfied. 
He will never forget the importunate requeſt of bis d., 
viour, but thoſe winning andcommanding words, F 
my ſheep, feed my lambs, will be engraven upon the 
tables of his heart. To fulfil this earneſt requeſt, and 
execute this laſt charge of his deareſt Redeemer, 
the fixed and invariable ſcope of all his deſigns. | 
at any time he hits this deſirable mark, by bring!" 
home to the fold any that have gone aſtray, he will d 
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as glad as one that ſindeth great ſpoils. To ſee the 
:ople of his care perſiſting in profaneneſs, ſenſuality, 
and an unconverted ſtate, will be the greateſt grief 
that he feels: but to ſee his children walking in the 
truth, mortifying their evil affections, and growin 
up in goodneſs as the calves of the ſtall, this will be 
his joy and crown of rejoicing ; better to him, than 
thouſands of ſilver and gold. It is his work to win 
fouls ; and by the former of theſe qualifications he is 
fitted for it, by the latter he is wholly devoted to it. 
And in order to proſecute it with the greater ſucceſs, 
he will, firſt, take heed to himſelf, that his life be a 
fair and beautiful tranſcript of his doctrine, ſuch as 
may remind men of, and be daily reinforcing his in- 
ſrüctions. He will not bind the yoke upon your 
ſaoulders, till he has wore it himſelf ; and ſhould the 
aths of religion prove never ſo thorny, he will go 
ärſt and beat the way. As far as human infirmities 
rmit, he will ſtrive to be unblameable and unre- 
proveable, that he may renew the apoſtle's challenge, 
Be ye followers of me, even as I am of Chriſt. Se- 
condly, his preaching will be plain ; full of ſuch uſe- 
ful ſenſe as may be edifying to the better learned, and 
et delivered in ſo eaſy a manner, as may be intel- 
ligible to the ignorant. It will not only be plain, but 
powerful alſo, if preceding prayers and tears, if words 
coming warm from the heart, and accompanied with 
an ardent deſire of being atended to; if to feel himſelf 
what he ſpeaks, and ſo long that it may be felt by o- 
thers, can make it ſuch, he will declare the whole 
will of God, without with-holding or mincing any. 
Be the truth never ſo diſagreeable, contrary to your 
profits, or contrary to your pleaſures, you will be 
{ure to hear it. He will indeed ſhew it in as lovely a 
lizht, and make it as palatable as he can, but nothing 
will prevail upon him to conceal or diſguiſe it. Third- 
ly, he will not confine his teaching to God's day or 
houſe, but will exerciſe his care of you every day, 
and will bring it home to your own houſes, whether 
you invite him or no. He will frequently viſit you, 
and for the ſame end as he meets you at church. Now, 
ſhall you like this part of his duty, or bid him wel- 
come, when he comes on ſuch an errand ? Nay, he 
will think himſelf bound to proceed farther, and to 
inquire intothe ſtateof your ſouls, and your proceedings 
in your families; whether you are competently fur- 
niſhed with ſaving knowledge ; and are careful to in- 
creaſe it daily, by allowing a daily portion of your 
time for reading the ſcriptures? what virtues you are 
deficient in, what vices you are ſubject to? what evil 
tempers, what vile affections, what unruly paſſions are 
predominantin you, and want tobeſupprefled? whether 
your children are catechiſed, and yor ſervants inſtruct- 
ed? whether you are conſtant in family-worſhip, and at 
your cloſet-devotions ? how you ſpend the ſabbath ; 
whether you ſquander it away in impertinent viſits, 
idle chat, or fooliſh jeſting ; or whether you conſe. 
crate it to the better exerciſes of prayer, praiſe, holy 
diſcourſe, reading, and meditation ? 'Theſe, and other 
points of the like nature, he will examine into, and 
exhort you to amend what is amiſs, no leſs than en- 
courage you to perſevere in that which is good. Nor 
will he exhort you once or twice only, but again and 
again, and hardly leave off till he has won your con- 
ſent, In things that relate to himſelf, he will be eaſily 
ſaid nay ; but when the great God inſiſts upon obe- 
dience, and a bleſſed immortality will be loſt by diſ- 
obedience, he will be inſtant in ſeaton, and out of ſeaſon, 
he will ſollicit with unwearied applications the import- 
ant cauſe, and preſs you to perform your duty: as the 
Poor widow importuned the unjuſt judge to avenge her 
of her adverſary, he will add to his exhortations, re- 
proofs, His eye will be open, and his ears attentive to 
what paſſes in his pariſh; and when any one walks diſ- 
orderly, he will meet himas E/jah did Ahab &, with a re- 
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buke in his mouth. This I can promiſe, that he will not 
rail at, nor accoſt you with reproachful words; but he 
will certainly ſet before you the things that you have 
done. He will not defame you behind your backs; 
but whether you be rich or poor, whether you be 
pleaſed with it or not, he will bear in mind the com- 
mandment of the Lord, and ſhew his people their 
trangreſſions, and the houſe of Jacob their ſins *. He 
will tell you with tenderneſs, but yet with plainneſs, 
that ſuch courſes are a fad and too ſure a proof, that 
grace has not had its proper work on your ſouls, that, 
ye are carnal, and have not the Spirit of Chriſt. So 
that a true miniſter of the goſpel will be a conſtant 
inſpector of your actions, a faithful monitor of your 
duty, and an impartial reprover of your offences. He 
will guide you by his counſel, and animate you by his 
example, and bleſs you by his prayers. If you be 
willing and obedient, he will conduct you ſafely 
through a troubleſome and naughty world, and bring 
you to the land of everlaſting telicity : but if you be 
perverſe and obſtinate, he will be a ſtanding terror 
to your conſciences here, and a ſwift witneſs againſt 
you hereafter ; he will be the unhappy means of in- 
creaſing your preſent guilt, and aggravating your fu- 
ture account, and of making it more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon in the day of judgment, than for you. 

And now, my kind and dear friends, are you, upon 
ſecond thoughts, deſirous of having ſuch a paſtor pla- 
ced amongſt you ? Shall you be glad to have the atore- 
mentioned vigilance and diligence exerted in the holy 
function? Can you willingly ſubmit to an overſight 
ſo narrow, to admonitions ſo inceſſant, to corrections 
ſo cloſe and particular ?—lf, after due conſideration, 
ye are willing ; | me leave to inform you, how ye 
may procure ſuch a man of God to come unto you, 
and take up his abode with you, He is an exceeding 
great and precious bleſſing to any people; too preci- 
ous to be purchaſed with money, and is the free gift 
of God. So that the way to obtain him, is to addreſs 
yourſelves to heaven, and make ſupplication to the 
Almighty. What cannot prayer, fervent and belie- 
ving prayer do? I ſcarcely know any thing that is a- 
bove its power, or beyond its reach. Prayer has 
locked up the clouds, and opened them again, made 
the earth as iron, and the heavens as braſs ; prayer 
has arreſted the ſun in his race, and made the moon 
ſtand ſtill in her march, and reverſed the perpetual 
decree ; prayer has fetched down angels from above, 
and raiſed up the dead from beneath, and done many 
wonderful works. In like manner, prayer will get 
for you an uſeful and worthy teacher; it he be ever 
ſo far off, this will bring him near; if he be never ſo 
averſe, this will over-rule his inclination. Do you 
doubt of this? I own you would have good reaſon, if 
you had nothing but my word to ſupport it. But 
what if God, who cannot lie, has teſtified and given 
you aſſurance of the ſame? Why then, I hope, ye 
will be no longer faithleſs, but believing. Hear, there- 
fore, what he himſelf has ſaid by his own beloved Son, 
Aſk, and ye ſhall receive; ſeek, and ye ſhall find f. 
Again, he faith, If ye ſhall aſk any thing in my name, 
I will do it f. Here you ſee the Almighty has paſſed 
his word, and he, to whom all things are poſſible, has 
pawned his veracity, that he will not deny you the 
requeſt of your lips. And dare you not truſt the All- 
powerful? Can you have a better ſecurity than his, 
whoſe title is faithful and true? The divine promiſes 
are all immutable, ſtronger than the ſtrong mountains; 
and heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, ſooner than one 
jot or tittle of tuem ſhall paſs unfulfilled. When ye 
defire a pious and able miniſter, ye deſire a good thing, 
ſuch as will be for the honour and glory of God to 
grant. Therefore, encouraged by this, and confiding 
on his moſt ſure promiſe, beg of the Moſt High to give 

| * If. lviii, 1. 
+ Match. vii. 7. 
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you a true paſtor and ſhepherd for your ſouls ; one 
that may love you like St Paul, rule you like David, 
tcach you like Samuel, and lead you like Jeſhua to the 
heavenly Canaan ; that bleſſed and bliſsful country, 
where we all would be! 

O God, great and glorious, infinite in thy wiſdom, 
and uncontrollable in thy power! thy providence is 
over all thy works; thine eyes run to and fro through 
the earth, to behold the condition, and ſupply the 
wants of thy ſervants. Thou ſenteſt Mes to deliver 
thy children out of Egypt, Philip to inſtruct the 1g- 
norant eunuch, and Peter to preach to the devout cen- 
turion. O bleſſed Lord, who art the ſame yeſterday, 
and to-day, and for ever, vouchſafe the ſame mercy 
to us of this pariſh, that we alſo may have a teacher 
come from God. Grant us, O thou Giver of every 

ood gift, a faithful ſhepherd for our ſouls ; who may 
Feed us in a green paſture, and lead us forth beſide the 
waters of comfort : one that may be wholly devoted 
to thy ſervice, and intent upon nothing but the due 
diſcharge of his important oflice ; who may be a light 
to our paths by his godly directions, and as ſalt to our 
corrupting ſouls by his unblameable converſation. 
Let ſuch a miniſter, we beſeech thee, be placed over 
us, as will watch for our ſpiritual welfare ; that will 
love us with an affectionate and parental tendernets; 
that will cheriſh us, as a hen cheriſheth her chickens 
under her wings: one that may be able as well as 
willing to inſtruct us in our duty, to whom thou haſt 
revealed the wondrous things of thy law, and the 
glorious myſteries of thy goſpel : whole lips may pre- 
ſerve knowledge, whoſe tongue may be continually 
dealing it out, and whoſe mouth may be unto us a 
well of life: whoſe diſcourſes may be milk to the 
babes, meat to the ſtrong, and medicine to the ſick: 
who may have a {ſkilful as well as a compaſſionate 
zeal, and know how to divide rightly the word of 
truth ; who may be an example as well as an exhorter, 
a pattern as well as a preacher, of every charitable ac- 
tion, and every devout temper : under whole gui- 
dance we may walk in the ways of peace and piety, 
of meekneſs and humility, of righteouſneſs and ſalva- 

tion; till we all come to the city of the living God, 
to an innumerable company of angels, and to the ipt- 
rits of jutt men made perfect. O grant us ſuch a 
prieſt, and clothe him with ſuch qualifications, and 
make thy choſen people joyful. Hear us, moſt merci- 
ful Father, for his take, whoſe ſheep we are, who 
bought us with his blood ; who died tor us on earth, 
and maketh interceſſion tor us in heaven; even Jeſus 
' Chriſt: to whom, with thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen. 


TVT 
To his SISTER. 


Dear Siſter, Dummer, Fuly 5. 1737. 
Hope London does not diſagree with the health of 
your body, and I dare ſay it may be made ſervice- 
able to the health of your ſoul. There are precious 
opportunities of going to church, and worſhippin 
the divine Majeſty, every morning and evening; which 
I hope you do not ſhght, but embrace with all thank- 
fulneſs, and prefer before every other engagement. 
If you was grievoully ſick, and even hard at death's 
door, you would be glad to have recourſe to any phy- 
ſician; but if you heard of one that could not poſſibly 


miſtake your caſe, and would infallibly cure you, how. 


eagerly would you fly to him? Siſter, believe me, our 
ſouls are ſick of ſin, ſick of worldly-mindednels, ſick 
of pride, ſick of paſſion, and ſundry other diſorders, 
which, if not ſpeedily healed, will bring us down, 
not only to the grave, but to the torments of hell. 
We have almoſt as little taſte or reliſh of holy and 
devout exerciſes, as a ſick and languiſhing man has 
for the ſtrong meats he loved when he was well ; 
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which 1s a plain, and too undeniable a pr 

better, our immortal part is ſadiy out of ns — oY 
church you may find a ſure a1.d never. failing — _ 
tor your ſpiritual diforders. God's grace is a foyer N 

medicine, and in his houſe it is to be obtained 1185 
he, like a moſt bountiful and beneficent prince ſt _ 
ready to diſpenſe the help and aſſiſtance, the enlivhe 
ening and purifying influences of his Spirit, 8 . 
then, we who have ſuch urgent and immediate _ 
of them, ſhall not be backward to go, and 8 
humble earneſtneſs ſeek them. I ſay immediate: * 
ſince our life is ſo uncertain, and we know not * 
a day may bring forth, we ought to get our gary 
diſpatched, and our accounts ready without en 
It is evening now I write. this; and I cannot tell wh 
ther this may not be the night, in which I am to ow 
that amazing cry, Behold the Bridegroom cometh, 
I intend to direct my letter to my dear ſiſter At 
and hope ſhe will receive it ſafe ; but I have no cer. 
tainty, whether ſhe be yet alive or no. For ought [ 
know, her ſoul may be ſtanding before the Judgment. 
ſeat of Chriſt, and going to be fixed, if not alread 

fixed, in an unchangeable eternal ſtate. Her boch 
may be pale and cold, and ſtretched out in the coflin; 
my dear mamma and my brothers taking their 1:# 
farewell, and giving her the parting kiſs ; the Joiner 
juſt about to nail on the lid, and hide her face for 
ever from mortal view. Nay, ſhe may already have 
been carried upon mens ſhoulders, and committed tg 
the duſt, fo that what I am inditing, may find her in 
the grave. She may be ſleeping in ſome church-yar 
that I know nothing of, among thouſands of dead 
bodies, never to awake, never to ariſe, till the arch. 
angels trumpet ſounds, and the heavens are no more, 
The very imagination of this ſudden change, ſtrikes 
a damp upon my heart; I hope it is not a preſage of 
what has really happened ; if it be, and it my dear 
ſiſter is a departed fpirit, I will henceforth labour to 
dreſs my ſoul with holineſs, that it may be ready to 
go forth at a minute's warning, and give her the 
meeting in another world. There, if my ſiſter and! 
ſhall be found to have minded, above all things, the 
one thing needful, and to be full of heavenly, ſpiri- 
tual, and divine tempers, ſhe will be to me better than 
a ſiſter; and I ſhall be to her, better than a loving 
and affectionate brother, &c. 


— 


My dear Friend, 


1 Received your kind letter, and thank you for your 
affectionate wiſhes. I endeavour not to be be- 
hind-hand with my people in this exerciſe of love. 
You are always on my heart, and often, often men- 
tioned 1n my prayers. Eſpecially, that you may be 
partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and feel all thoſe faving 
convichons, which are deſcribed by our Lord, John 
xvi 8.9. 10. 11. That you may be intereſted in the 
new covenant ; and enjoy all thoſe precious privileges, 
which were purchaſed for us by our dying Saviour, 
and are recorded by his apoſtle, Heb. vin. 10. 11. 12 

Yeſterday, in the evening, two gentlemen of the 
city came to viſit me. Our converfation was ſuch, 
as I would have yours be; ſuch as was ſuited 
God vouchſafe his bleſſing) to edify one another, and 
miniſter grace to the hearers. We talked of that in- 
finitely condeſcending and gracious Friend of finners, 
who came from heaven on purpoſe to be crucified for 
us, and is returned unto heaven on purpoſe to inter 
cede for us. The interceſſion of our bleſſed Lord was 
the chief ſubject of our diſcourſe, and is a moſt com- 
fortable article of our faith. Becauſe | 

His interceſſion never ceaſes. — He ſitteth at the 
right hand of his Father, in an abiding poſture-— 
Other high prieſts are removed by death; but he evet 
liveth to make interceſſion for us. We reſign part ol 
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with him. But Chriſt has written our names (worth- 
leſs as they are) upon the palms of his hands; and a 
mother may forget her ſucking child, much ſooner 
than he will diſcontinue his kind concern for the weak- 
eſt belicver. 5 

His interceſſion always prevails.— If Mz/es was heard, 
when he made ſupplication in behalf of //-ael ; if Fob 
w1s not denied, when he petitioned for the pardon of 
his three friends; if Elijab's prayer entered into the 
ear of the Lord God of holts, when he requeſted for 
rain upon the parched earth ſurely God's dearly-be- 
loved Son will not be rejected, when he maketh in- 
terceſſion for the ſaints.— The Father loves him, in— 
enitely loves him, and therefore hears him.—lHe has 
puchaſed whatever he aſks; purchaſed it by his obe- 
Jience and death, and therefore cannot but obtain his 
8 you will inquire, what it is that Chriſt 
prays for ?—We are informed of this in Fohn xvii. 
He prays, that we may be kept from the evil that is 
in the world, verſe 15.— That we may be ſanctified 
through the truth; ſanctified through word of 
ſcripture, verſe 17.—That we may be united to Chriſt, 
and have fellowſhip with the Father by faith, fellow- 
ſhip with one another by brotherly love, verſe 21.— 
That we may be made perfect in his righteouinels ; 
preſented without ſpot through his blood ; and, at 
Ia, be with him where he tis, to behold his glory, 
and partake of his joy, verſes 23. 24. 

Should you be deſirous of knowing, whether you 
are in the number of thoſe for whom Chriſt intercedes? 
You may determine this important point, by the fol- 
lowing queſtions. Do you value above all things, the 
bleſſings for which Chriſt intercedes Do you join 
your own repeated and earneſt ſupplications to his 
interceſſion ?—And do you rely wholly upon Chriſt's 
unſpeakable merits, for the acceptance of all your 
prayers? —Jf ſo, be not diicouraged ; Chriſt is your 
Advocate with the Father. He died for you on the 
croſs, and pleads his meritorious oblation for you on 
his throne, 

Is not this an ineſtimable bleſſing ? If Hezetiab de- 
fired the prayers of 1/aiah ; if Darius deſired the pray- 
ers of the godly J7eus, for himſelf and his ſons; how 
thould we rejoice in having the prayers of the exalted 
Jeſus If we are tempted, let this be our ſecurity, 
Luke xxii. 31. 32. If we fall into ſin, through the 
inſirmity of the fleſh, let this be our refuge, 1 John 
ii. 1. 2. If under apprehenſions of death, or eternal 
judgment, let this be our conſolation, Rom. viii. 33. 


No | 

: | don't write out the ſcriptures, becauſe I would 
have you look them out, or even write them out with 
your own hand. And may the bleſſed Spirit of God 
write them upon all our hearts This will come to 
you, J hope, on Chri/tmas eve. You will talk of this 
letter, and its contents, to your harveſt-men. I 
ſhould be glad to be with you, and converſe as we 
uled to do, on Chriſt and the kingdom of heaven. 
None of my flock, I hope, will be killed with liquor, 
wherein is exceſs ; but be filled with the Spirit. My 
kind love to your family, and all your neighbours ; 
particularly to your brother Milliam, whole letter I 
hall anſwer by the firſt opportunity.—Yours, &c. 


De 


FECTED 


Dear Siſter, Stoke-Abbey, June 19. 1738. 


ILL you accept of another letter from your 


— 5 brother, who loves your better part, 


Anne r s 


our time to fleep, and then loſe all attention to our 
own intereſts; but he is the Keeper of J/ae/, who ne- 
ver llumbereth nor ſleepeth. —We too frequently for- 

et our God, and neglect to carry on communion 
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and would fain be helpful to your immortal intereſts? 
think I wrote to you when at London; I know not 
what acceptance that letter found, but I can aſſure 
you it meant nothing but good, ſpiritual benefit, and 
everlaſting advantage to you. 

I hope my and & are more eaſy with 
regard to me and my welfare. My diſorder is a lan- 
guor and faintneſs, a feebleneſs and inability for action, 


which is increaſed or leſſened according to the various 


temperature of the weather. I bleſs God Almighty, 
I am not deprived of my appetite to food, neither are 
my bones chaſtened with pain; ſo that many impute 
all my complaints to a hippiſh and over-timorous turn 
of mind, to a diſtempered imagination, rather than a 


diſordered body. 


I write this in a pleaſure-houſe of Mr * KX, ſitu- 
ate upon a high cliff, on the very edge of the ſea. On 
one fide a vaſt tract of land extends itſelf, finely di- 
verſiſied by ſtately trees, floating corn, and paſturage 
for cattle. On the other ſide rolls the great and wide 
ſea, where go the ſhips, and where is that leviathan, 
whom the almighty Creator has made to take his pa- 
{lime therein. Which way ſoever I look, I meet with 
footſteps of the divine immenſity: I view thy great. 
and marvellous works, O Lord God omnipotent : I 
am encountered with ten thouſand arguments, to fear 
thy tremendous power, and love thy diffuſive good- 
neſs. Oh! how fafe are they, who have fo infinite 
and mighty a being for their guard! how happy are 
they, who have ſo inexhauſtibly-rich a God for their 
portion! But how wretched, dear ſiſter, how miſer- 
ably and einphatically wretched, who have ſuch a one 
for their enemy and avenger! Oh! how can our feeble 
frame, that ſhrinks at a little light affliction, that is 
but for a moment, —how can it bear the never-endin 
vengeance of that prodigious arm, which ſtretched 
out the heavens, laid the foundations of the earth, 
and poured out the waters of the mighty deep! 

I have been about twenty, or twenty-ſix miles into 
Cornwall, and ſeen wondrous workmanſhip of the 
all- creating God; ragged rocks, roaring ſeas, fright- 
ful preipices, and dreadfully-ſteep hills. At Bidde- 


ford, a market-town, about fourteen miles off, I am 


pretty well known, and am a little eſteemed. It is 


ſtrange to tell, but let it be to the glory of God's free 


and undeſerved goodneſs, though l am worthy of 
ſhame and univerſal contempt, yet I find favour and 
good underſtanding almoſt where- ever I go. 

Mr *****$ houſe is ſituate in a fine vale. It is 
an ancient ſtructure, built for the uſe of religious re- 
cluſes, and has an antique, grave, and ſolemn aſpect ; 
before it is a neat ſpot of ground, ſet apart for the uſe 
of a garden, enriched with fruits, and beautified with 
flowers. This leads into a curious ſort of artificial 
wilderneſs made of elms and limes, planted in rows, 
cut into form, and uniting their branches. In the 
midſt is a fountain large enough to ſwim in, and a 
little engine playing the waters. On each fide are ar- 
bours for ſhade, in various parts ſeats for reſt ; on the 
right hand runs parallel to it a clear purling brook re- 
pleniſhed with trout, on the left a thick grove hang- 
ing from the ſide of a hill: the one ſerves for a wa- 
tery mound, the other is a leafy ſhelter from the north 
wind, and both, I think, greatly ornamental. This, 
you will ſay, is pleaſant; but how unworthy to be 
compared with thoſe bliſsful manſions fitting up for 
the righteous in the heaven of heavens ! This, and if 
there be any other ſpot a thouſand times more delicate, 
is no better than a howling wilderneſs, if compared 
with the regions of paradiſe. 1 wiſh my dear fiſter 
would earneſtly ſeek for God's grace to draw off her 


affections from earthly delights, and fix them there 
where real, ſubſtantial, and eternal joys are to be found, 
viz. on the bliſsful viſion of God, and the fulneſs of joy 
that is in his preſence for evermore.— Tour, &c. 
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Dear Siſter, Biddeford, Dec. 10. 1740. 


Hough I am ſo backward in my compliments, I 

am moſt hearty in my wiſhes, that your ſpouſe 

and yourſelf may enjoy abundance of happineſs in the 

married ſtate. I congratulate late, but I ſhall ever 

pray, that you may find bleſſings twiſted with the 

matrimonial bands ; and not only live lovingly to- 

ther, as one fleſh, but live holily together as fellow- 
heirs of the grace of life. 

I hope you will both remember the eternal world, 
which muſt very ſhortly receive you : That ere long 
the nuptial bed muſt be reſigned for a lodging in the 
grave ; and the ornaments of a ſparkling bride, be ex- 
changed for the dreſſings of death. And if, under 
the frequent view of theſe ſerious truths, you ſtudy 
to further each other in faith and holineſs, —then will 
you be true help-meets one to the other: then will you 
come together, not for the worſe, but for the better : 
then may you truſt, that when death ſhall diſſolve the 
union below, Chriſt Jefus will bid it commence again 
above; and continue to endleſs ages, in the midſt of 
unſpeakable delight. 

leaſe to preſent my humble ſervice to the ſeveral 
Mr X, and Mrs X, that ſtill remain in your 
town; to Mrs * * ®, and her daughter; Mr * * * and 
his ſpouſe, and Mr K. Remember me alſo in the 
kindeſt manner to your poor neighbours, particularly 
thoſe who have Mr * * **s books. May God Almighty 
give them grace to make a proper and practical uſe of 
them! May he ſanctify the attentive and diligent read- 
ing of them, to their increaſe in godlineſs, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt! 

When you ſee my Collingtree relations and acquaint- 
ance, ſalute them affectionately in my name. I ſup- 
poſe you will ſoon ſee my * * *, and ; preſent my 
duty to them. I ſhould rejoice to ſee them again in the 
fle h, before any of us go hence, and are no more ſeen. 
May the Father of our ſpirits, and the Father of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our righteouſneſs, prepare us for 
a happy meeting in the regions of glory, and for the 
bliſsful viſion of his own adorable ſelf. 

There is at Biddeford, and has been for a conſider- 
able time, a townſman of mine, a middle-aged man, 
born at ; his name is & K. I little thought 
to find ſuch a perſon in theſe remote parts. It puts 
me in mind of heaven, where people of every kind- 
red and tongue, of all nations and languages, will form 
one N glorious aſſembly. May you and I, 
dear filter, one day be numbered with thoſe children 
of God; and have our lot, our delightful and ever- 
laſting lot, among the ſaints, —I am, Oc. 
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Reverend and dear Sir, June 2. 1747. 


AN you accept the will for the deed ? It was in 

my heart, long before this, to have made you 
my beſt acknowledgments ; and not in my heart 
only, but actually attempted. In Buctinghamſbire I re- 
membered my kind and obliging friend, and was with 
delight ſet down to give vent to my grateful thoughts. 
But company on a ſudden coming in, arreſted my pen; 


and engaging me till I returned from that place, pre- 


vented the execution of my deſign. Now, oir, my 
heartieſt thanks for your welcome aſſiſtance, deſire 
your acceptance. And if the utmoſt fincerity can at- 
one for the delay, my conſcious heart aſſures me, th 

will not be rejected. —My father is wonderfully reco- 
vered. Had he lived in the times of ſuperſtition, for 
ought I know, his —_— diſorder might have 
been aicribed to witchcraft, and his ſpeedy recovery 
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paſſed current for a miracle. The grave ſ. 
have opened her mouth for him. We thougde hin 
be on the very brink of death. 3 


Quam pane furvæ regna Proſerpine, 
Et judicantem viderit Alacam, 


Sedeſque deſcriptas piorum - 


But now God has turned, and refreſhed him: 
and brought him from the deep of the earth + * 
He lives and regains his ſtrength daily. Laſt _ 
he read prayers in his church, and intends next $7 
day to fill the pulpit. x 
Mrs **, I hope, is very well; to whom ] he 

my humble ſervice may be acceptable. Your dear It. 
tle ones too, the olive-plants about your table, I truſt 
are in a flouriſhing ſtate. May the good Lord ful 
his precious promiſe to them, and the children of YOur 
honoured neighbour. May he pour his Spirit upon 
your ſeed, and his bleſſing upon your offspring, that 
they may grow up (in knowledge and grace) as wil. 
lows by the water-courſes. I am juſt now going to 
our viſitation, held at Northampton. I ſhall appear as 
a ſtranger in our Fer»/alem; knowing few, and known 
by fewer. Methinks, there's ſomething auguſt and 
venerable i a meeting of the clergy ; eſpecially, if 
one looks . them as ſo many agents for the invi. 
ſible God, and envoys from the court of heaven. [ 
hope to be put in mind of that awful day, when the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that great Shepherd of the ſheep 
and Biſhop of ſouls, will make his entrance in the 
clouds of heaven. Then, at that great, final, and 
deciſive entrance, may my dear friend receive the ap- 
probation of his Judge. May he then be rewarded 
for his kind offices to myſelf and others, in everlaſt- 
ing honour and joy.—lI am, &&c. 


— —— — 
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Dear Siſter, Biddeford, July 7. 1741. 


Fter a very ſultry journey, I arrived ſafe at Bid. 

deford. Here I have been one whole week. At 
Bath and Bridgwater I made a conſiderable ſtay. 1 
tarried at each place a couple of nights ; was enter- 
tained with abundance of civility. 

There is a general proſpect of a plenteous harveſt, 
The valleys ſtand fo thick with corn, as makes the 
traveller rejoice, and the huſbandman ſing. There is 
great want and ſcarcity of many things, but there is 
plenty of fiſh. Now the dry land is fo barren, the 
waters yield the larger increaſe. It is obſerved, to the 
glory of God's good providence, that now fleſh is ſo 
dear, fiſh is uncommonly cheap. Thus gracioully does 
the Almighty, when he locks up one, open another 
fountain of his beneficence. During my abſence from 
Biddeford, a luſty man, in the prime and vigour of lite, 
was carried off by my father's diſorder, It is there- 
fore diſtinguiſhed mercy that our father has enjoyed; 
ſuch as has been with-held from others, while it has 
been vouchſafed to him. | 

I am now far from my dear relations. Friends | 
have indeed, but not one of my kindred near me. O 
that God may be my guide, my protector, and my 
portion here and for ever. If the Lord, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt be my Shepherd, I ſhall lack nothing. 
Unworthy, altogether unworthy of ſuch an ineſtima- 
ble favour, I deſire to he at the feet of his free un- 
merited grace; ſeeking what he is ready to give, 
though I, alas! am moſt undeſerving. And furely 
we have good reaſon to hope, and the very belt en. 
couragement to ſeck. For if he gave his life, and 
ſpilt his blood for us, will he not much rather give u 
pardon of our fins, and juſtification through his rigb- 
teouſneſs? F 

I hope my brother * * * is in perfect health. I with 
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him a ſeaſonable and kindly harveſt; and wiſh you 
both abundance of happineſs ;—and am, dear ſiſter, 


His and yours, &c, 


„. 


My dear Friend, 

Find you have had Mr *** among you lately. 
Many, I hope, have tound abundant benefit from 
his preaching, and you in particular. He is a ſhining 
licht, a choice aw IG One * 4 * 
if, What a ſavour of his divine Maſter does he 
— abroad whenever he preaches! ſuch a ſavour, as 
many corruptions cannot overcome, nor all the world 
reſs. Biddeford, I hope, has experienced this ſa- 
upp Methinks, I now ſee him in the pulpit, and 

W,-IVvLC 5 5 
ot him lifting up his compaſſionate voice like a trum- 
pet, and proclaiming the acceptable year of the Lord. 
Methinks, I ſee him diſplaying the goſpel-ſtandard, 
and his tongue touched from the heavenly altar, in- 
viting ſinners to flock under his ſhadow ; crying, Come, 
e ſimple ones, whom Satan has beguiled, and Chriſt 
ſhall give you light ; come, ye wicked ones, whom 
Satan has enſlaved, and the gracious Redeemer ſhall 
ſet you free; gr ip 8 * „ r 
our own eyes, forſake this refuge of lies, and enter 
— the 1 the rains deſcend, 2 — Hoods 
come, which will ſweep away every falſe hope: O! 
lean not upon a broken oe ; build not upon the ſink- 
ing ſand ; but upon the Rock of ages ; the Foundation 
lad in Zion by the hand of heaven itſelf. Come unto 
Jeſus, ye ruined and undone ſinners, for he has a 12 
der heart that is ever open to receive you; and an 
arm that is omnipotent to ſave you. Indeed, my 
friends, thoſe that know Chriſt's name will ſeek no 
other Saviour, nor deſire any other good; all their 
bones will cry out, Lord, unto whom ſhall we go, 
but unto thee? thou only haſt the words of eternal 
— TIN eee F will pn 
their whole truſt in him, and IeCeK no other way to 
the Father of mercy, but through his merit. This is 
their only claim they have to make for their accept- 
ance, Chriſt died; but for whom did he die, my dear 
friends? He gave himſelf a ranſom for all; he was 
lifted up upon the accurſed tree, and out of his ſide 
came a fountain of blood and water, where every 
linner may bathe and be made clean. The awakened 
ſons of Adam, that feel their miſeries, ſee a fulneſs of 
+ merit in one drop of that blood, ſufficient to atone 
tor the guilt of ten thouſand worlds. This fills them 
with great comfort, although they are vile ſinners. 
What though they are loathſome beggars, taken from 
the dunghill of uncleanneſs, that are but now return- 
ing from the highways and hedges of every abomina- 
ble practice? What though they are as beaſts before 
God, very dogs, like that poor Syrophenician woman ? 
yet Chriſt's ſaving kindneſs is ſo great and unbounded, 
that he caſteth out none who come unto him. Here 
15 conſolation for the trembling ſinner, though he has 
not a grain of worthineſs in himſelf, yet his Lord has 
wünite treaſures of unmerited grace. They who be- 
lieve that Chriſt ſhed his precious blood for guilty 
linners, will chearfully put their truſt in this atone- 
ment for pardon, They will ſay, O! they will often 
lay, with gratitude glowing in their breaſts, and tears 
in their eyes; Be it that my ſins are as the deepeſt 
crimſon die, and more in number than the hairs of 
my head, yet the blood of Chriſt cleanſeth from all 
N ald waſheth a filthy polluted conſcience whiter 
an ſnow. With him there is no ſcanty, but plen- 
2 redemption. Be my debts ever ſo great, ten 
25 and times ten thouſand talents; ; 12 the agonies 
—. e once ſlaughtered Lamb has paid it to the very 
rmaſt farthing. They who know his righteouſ- 


rern rr 559 


neſs, will put their truſt in it alone for juſtiſication. 
If I had the righteouſneſs of a ſaint, ſays one, O how 
happy ſhould I be? It I had the righteouſneſs of an 
angel, fays another, I ſhould fear no evil. But I am 
bold to ſay, that the pooreſt ſinner that believes in 
Chriſt, has a righteouſneſs infinitely more excellent 
than either ſaints or angels. For if the law aſks for 
ſinleſs perfection, it is to be found in my divine Sure- 
ty. If the law requires an obedience that may ſtand 
before the burning eye of God, behold it is in Jeſus 
my Mediator. Should the ſtricteſt juſtice arraign me, 
and the pureſt holineſs make its demands upon me, I 
remit them both to my dying and obedient Immanuel; 
with him the Father is always well pleaſed, in him the 
believer is complete. They who know Chriſt's power, 
will put their truſt in him for ſanctification of heart 
and newneſs of life. Though fin is rooted in my ſoul, 
and rivetted in my conſtitution, yet Chriſt can purge 
it out. Though it were twiſted with every nerve of 
my fleſh, yet he can make the rough tempers ſmooth, 
and the crooked diſpoſitions ſtraight : the vile affec- 
tions, like legions of devils, he can root out, and fill 
every heart with the pure love of God. To which 
happy ſtate of ſoul may both you and I be brought 
while here below ; that we may be made meet to a- 
ſcend to that habitation of God, where nothing un- 
clean can enter.—lI am yours ſincerely, &c. 


L 


To his FATHER. 
Rev. and Hon. Sir, Biddeford, Of. 1. 1742. 


vx laſt, containing the melancholy account of 


the death of both my aunts, I received. I hope 
they died in the Lord, and ſleep in the boſom of Jeſus; 
and then, truly, they are the happy perſons, and we 
the objects of pity. They reſt, and have caſt anchor 
in the harbour; whereas we are {till beating on the 
ocean, and toſſed in the ſtorm. If we conſider thin 
impartially, this world is our grave; nor do we really 
live, till we burſt the fleſhly priſon, and get beyond 
the viſible ſkies. 
In the grave is darkneſs. It is called the ſhadow of 
death. And what elſe is this wretched world ? what, 
but a ſtate of gloomineſs; a valley of the thickeſt 


darkneſs ? where poor mortals grop in ſpiritual ignq- 


rance; and wander up and down, not ſeeing the things 
that belong to their peace. 

In the grave, and among the tombs, we look for 
phantoms and apparitions.—And what elſe do we meet 
with here below? A thouſand forts of happineſs pre- 
ſent themſelves to our wiſhes, but are unſubſtantial and 
phantaſtical all. They are a gay deluſion, and mock 
our expectations, as one of thoſe vaniſhing forms 
would baulk our embraces. 

The grave is the land where all things are forgotten. 
The ideas of friendſhip are obliterated, and the dear- 
eſt relatives are remembered no more.—And is not 
this too true a deſcription of our preſent ſtate? Do 


we not unaccountably forget Jeſus Chriſt, our almigh- 


ty Friend, and everlaſting glory, our invaluable heri- 
tage? Where is the man that remembers his bleeding 
Saviour on his bed, and thinks upon him when he is 
waking? No; the Redeemer's inconceivable love, 
and the precious benefits of his paſſion, are buried in 
a deep oblivion.—This world then of darkneſs, appa- 
ritions, and forgetfulneſs, is the grand dormitory ; 
fleſh and blood the tomb of our immortal minds. 

| Naſcentes morimur. 

I fear, I tire you, honoured Sir: but hecauſel have 
no news that you can apprehend or reliſh, I allow 
my pen in theſe excurſions.—This week 1 was ſent 
for to viſit a lady of this pariſh, in the fame diſorder, 
that proved ſo fatal to my two aunts. She lay, poor 
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gentlewoman, moſt terribly afflicted, and is now re- 
teaſed. It put me in mind of the p/a/m/?'s peniten- 
tial acknowledgment, which, I think, is never more 
applicable than in the caſe of the ſmall- pox: When 
thou, Lord, with rebukes doſt chaſten man for lin, 
thou makeſt his beauty to conſume away, like as it 
were a moth fretting a garment. I ſhall rejoice to 
hear that you and my mother continue well, under 
all your trouble and fatigue; and remain, 


Revercnd and Honoured Sir, 
Your moiſt dutiful ſon, 
James HERVEY. 
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Dear Siſter, Biddeford, October 12. 1742. 


Received your kind letter. It was a pleaſure to 
1 hear from Harding ſtone, the place which gave me 
birth, and the place which preſerves my ſiſter. — I am 
obliged to the Rev. Mr Roſe for remembering me, and 
deſire him to accept my beſt compliments; I hope he 
will be an inſtrument of doing much good in your 
pariſh, To fave ſouls, is the nobleſt acquilition in the 
world; infinitely more deſirable, than ro find great 
ipoils. May this be his honour and happinels, and 
may it be my continual aim : 

My poor aunts are no more, they are gone the way 
of all fleſh ; eternity has received them; their ſtate is 
now become unchangeable. Oh, that we may be 
alarmed by their departure, and labour, while we have 
time, to make our calling and election ſure! 

My mother tells me, you have been much indiſpo- 
ſed ; I ſhall rejoice to hear that you are better. Sick- 
neſs and afflictions are God's call, they are divine ad- 
monitions, and warn us not to be fond of the world, 
but ſet our affections on things above. May the bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus make them effectual to our ſouls ! 

I wiſh I had any news to write, that you can un- 
derſtand and reliſh. Ihe ſmall-pox is marking many, 
and carrying off ſome among us; it is a privilege of 
no ſmall value, to be paſt that infectious ditorder : I 
have often thought, that it is too lively an emblem 
of the condition of our fouls, by corrupt nature and 
evil practice. So polluted, ſo loathſome is our better 
part, in the eye of uncreated purity, till we are waſh- 
ed, till we are cleanſed in redeeming blood. May we 
earneſtly long to be wathed in that fountain, opened 
in our Saviour's ſide, for ſin and for uncleannels. 

See how our judgments and inclinations alter in 
proceſs of time: I once thought I ſhould make leſs 
uſe of the Spectators than you; but now I believe the 
reverſe of this is true, for we read one or more of 
thoſe elegant and inſtructive papers every morning at 
breakfaſt ; they are ſerved up with our tea, according 
to their original deſign. We reckon our repaſt im- 
perfect, without a little of Mr Addi/on's or Mr Steele's 
company. I with Miſs Becky — an increaſe of 
happineſs in the change of her ſtate ; marriage ſhould 
augment our joys, and diminiſh our ſorrows. My 
humble ſervice attends Mrs K——, Mr C——'s family, 
and Mr V/ My love to my brother, and to your- 
ſelf, concludes all at preſent to be communicated by, 


Dear Siſter, 
Your affectionate brother, 
J. HER EY. 
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to your Walter, and my Maſter, to be informed g 


_ thouſand accidents ſnatch them from our embrace, df 


L 


Rev. Sir, Bath, Auguſt 27. 1743. 
Unday laſt, I happened not to be at the Abbey- 
church, in the atternoon. But converling yeſter- 


Let, XVII. 
day with a gentleman who was one of your audit 
deſired to have a ſummary account of your for ors, 
And truly he gave me ſuch an account, as we 
ſtoniſhed and grieved me. You dignified world). 
proſperity at ſo extraordinary a rate, and almoſt .. 
nonized the proſperous man. On the other ha 4 
you viliſied the glorious Jeſus in fo ſcandalous a wa, 
ner, and ſet the incarnate Godhead to one of the me 
1gnoble and abominable offices. This made me N 
courage my friend to draw his pen, and ſend . 
word of admonition. - And when he declined the aſk 
I could not forbear undertaking it myſelf, Por ;. 
would be unkind to you, Sir, to perceive you a 
ſuch grievous miſtakes, and not warn you of the 3 
ror of your ways. Nor would it be leſs unfaithfy 


end. ——— 


ſuch preaching, and ſuffer it to paſs current without 
any animadverſion, 

It I miſrepreſent you in any particular, I am read 
to retract. And if I have truth on my ſide, and vo- 
Reverend Sir, have ſpoken unworthy your ſacred of. 
fice, have diſhonoured the divine Redeemer, and per- 
vei ted his everlaſting goſpel; ] truſt, you alſo will he 
ſo ingenuous, as to condemn that offenſive ſermon to 
the flames, and ſuch doctrines to filence and darknek 
For I aflure you, it is from no ill-natured {pirit of 
criticiſm, no moroteneſs of temper, or fondneſs for 
contradiction, but from a ſincere concern for the in. 
tereſts of true religion, and the honours of our com. 
ow Lord, that I take leave to ſuggeſt the following 

ints. 
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I think you firſt exhorted people to rejoice, when g 
their circumſtances were affluent, and their worldy n 
affairs proſperous; you enforced this palatable advice, t 
by the precepts of ſcripture; and left it ſhould not t 
be received with a proper welcome, you further urge 2 
it upon your hearers, by the example of our bl«/« f 
Saviour. In oppoſition to this ſtrain of teaching, n 
permit me to obſerve, y 

1. That worldly proſperity is no ſufficient cauſe for . 

a Chriſtian to rejoice. t 
2. That it is often one of the ſoreſt evils that can be- t 
fal a perſon. 0 
3. To ſketch out the true nature of ſcriptural pro- a 
ſperity; or diſcover, what is that ſolid ground 1 
for rejoicing, which the oracles ef God recon- p 
mend. * 

Firſt, worldly proſperity is no ſufficient cauſe for re- ar 
joicing, becauſe worldly things are empty and unfatis d 
factory. That which is lighter than vanity itſelf, ca- qu 
not poſſibly give ſubſtantial joy. If we build for con- th 
tentment upon ſublunary things, we rear our edifce Li 
upon the ſinking ſand. You can no more bring fatis- vo 
faction out of any thing created, than you can cane pa 
an image out of the riting ſmoke, or fill your belly pu 
with the eaſt wind. Thoſe that rejoice only (and you, ch 
dear Sir, aſſigned no other cauſe for rejoicing) becauſe ha 
they have abundance of earthly things richly to emo), the 
are like ſome bewildered and benighted traveller, pi lin 
ced with cold, dripping with wet, that leaps for Jo) car 
becauſe he finds a glow-worm under the hedge- the 
las! this is in on able to direct his wandering feet of 
to light him through the difmal gloom, or te warm ini 
his benumbed limbs; no more than it is able to {up abl; 
ply the place of the ſun, and dart its faint glimmer con 
through the univerſe. The pleaſures which a fupe!” luc 
fortune furniſh out, O! how ſoon do they become f 1 


ſtale, and pall upon the appetite! How eaſil may # 
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of the globe; that is to live unnumbered ages, when 
Al that our eyes have ſeen, is paſſed away and gone ? 


Again, worldly proſperity is no ſuflicient cauſe for 
"cioicings becauſe a perſon may poſſeſs this, and have 
neither faith, nor grace. There is no manner of con- 
nection between faith and wealth. The poor frequent- 
y receive the goſpel, while numbers of the rich reject 
cir own happineſs. And without faith it is impoſſible 
to pleaſe God; it is unreaſonable and un warrantable to 
rejoice. The believer, indeed, has a permiſſion; has 
1 privilege, yen, has a patent, for rejoicing. The 
Chriltian has all joy and peace in believing. All— 

ou ſee here is a monopoly, faith has ingroſſed this 
precious commodity. None is to be procured, but 
„om her. And as for grace, talents of gold may 
be in the coffers, and not one grain of grace in the 
heart, Thoſe that call whole lordſhips their own, 
cannot, perhaps, ſay, that they have received the Holy 
Ghoſt, And while they are deſtitute of this divine 
principle, 1 can call them nothing but wretches. 
You may add llluſtrious, Right Honourable, and Wor- 
hipful, if you pleaſe; but ſtill they are miſerable 
wretches, unleſs Chriſt, the hope of glory, be formed 
in their fouls. The Holy Ghoſt, you know, Sir, is call- 
ed the Comforter, becauſe it is his amiable oflice to 
adminiſter conſolation to his people. Ile giveth joy, 
and who can make ſadneſs? But alas ! if he withdraw 
his benign influences, who or what can create ſatis- 
faction? Silver ſhoes may as well charm away the rack- 
ing pains of a goutified foot, or golden duſt quench 
the thirſt of a parched throat, as any worldly abundance, 
az4llworldly plenty, beget real joy, without the commu- 
nications of the comforting Spirit. —You forget, Sir, 
the prayers which you daily ofter up in the congrega- 
tion. In them, you acknowled 80 that the world cannot 
give peace. And if not peace, ſurely not joy. If not the 
fruit, ſurely not the bloſſom. There 1s no peace, ſaith 
my God, to the wicked. And all are wicked, who are 
void of faith, and unrenewed by grace. All run counter 
to the divine declaration, who bid ſuch perſons rejoice, 
though they ſhould have every kind of proſperity 
that a carnal heart can with. | 

Once more, worldly proſperity is no ſufficient cauſe 
for rejoicing, becauſe a man may poſſeſs this, and be a 
child of wrath notwithſtanding. Providence often 
ſatters temporary things among the tents of his e- 
nemies. They have children at their deſire, and 
leave the reſt of their ſubſtance for their babes. Theſe 
are huſks which the ſwine are permitted to eat. God's 
d:arelt ſervants, thoſe who are heirs of glory, are fre- 
quently ſeen to be without any ſhare of them, while 
the moſt abandoned ſinners have them to the full. 


Lararus has not a houſe to lay his head in, while the 


voluptuary dwells in apartments ceiled with cedar, and 
painted with vermilion. Lazarus has not enough to 
purchaſe one morſel of meat, muſt be beholden to 
clurity for the leaſt crumb of proviſion; while his 
hard-hearted neighbour drinks wine in bowls, and eats 
the choĩceſt of the flock ; is clothed in purple and fine 
linen, and fareth ſumptuoully every day.—Who then 
can rationally rejoice in that which is no pledge of 
tle divine acceptance; which carries with it no proof 
ot our reconciliation to that eternal Majeſty, whoſe 
mile is inconceivable bliſs, whoſe frown is inſupport- 
able wo? — A wealthy and ſucceſsful perſon, if he be 
conſiderate as well as fortunate, muſt go home from 
loch a ſermon arguing in this manner: © The preach- 
er lolicits me to rejoice in my worldly goods. But 
„ %% can I find complacency in ſuch periſhing poſ- 
 cſſions, when, perhaps, I may be an outcaſt from 
even, and have no place in that kingdom which 
: endureth for ever? how can I take pleaſure in theſe 
dainties that repleniſh my table, when perhaps the 


Ne Jy oth of God ny. fall upon me, while the 
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© meat is yet in my mouth? This ſumptuous furni- 
ture, this glittering equipage, theſe delicious treats, 
% how can I take real ſatisfaction in them, when, for 
* ought I know, a hand-writing upon the wall m 
„ be denouncing my doom? If God would litt up 
the light of his countenance upon me; if I was 
« ſweetly aſcertained of his good- will; then J could 
* rejoice unfeignedly. But as for theſe large revenues, 
e and tides of ſucceſs, that are ſo much extolled by 
the preacher, they may prove like the rich paſtures 
„that fatten the ox for the knife.“ 

Will you have patience with me, Sir, if I proceed 
to prove, 


2. That worldly proſperity is ſo far from being an 
adequate cauſe for our rejoicing, that it is frequently 
one of the ſoreſt and moſt Lion ths evils ?—This I 
am ſure was the opinion of Archbiſhop Uſher. That 
moſt renowned and excellent prelate, in his younger 
days, had a continued ſeries of proſperity : health, 
impaired by no attacks of ſickneſs ; credit ſullied by 
no breath of ſcandal; and ſucceſs interrupted by no 
diſappointment, or diſaſtrous turn. And 'what emo- 
tion did this occaſion in that devout and judicious 
perſon's mind? did his heart dance within him for 
joy? did he bleſs himſelf on this behalf? No.—But 
he was under fad apprehenſions, leſt God had for- 
ſaken him, and given him over to a reprobate courſe, 
He feared, that his heavenly Father, becauſe he ſpared 
the rod, hated the child ; that not being brought un- 
der the diſcipline of providential correction, he was a 
baſtard, and not a ſon of the Lord Almighty.—How 
diametrically oppolite was this way of thinking, to 
your way of preaching! And whether it was not a 
very ſober and juſt method of thinking, let the fol- 
lowing conſiderations determine. 

Worldly proſperity is apt to attach men to earthly 
things. When ſucceſs ſwells their fails, and all pro- 
ceeds according to their wiſh, O! how prone are we 
to diſregard Jeſus, and everlaſting ages! Many are 
immoderately fond of the world, becauſe they have 
ſwam ſweetly down the ſtream of proſperity ; who, 
probably, would have been weaned from - its delights 
and indifferent to its goods, in caſe they had toiled 
upon the craggy cliffs of ſome ger ha, adverſity. 
When they walk always upon roſes, and meet with 
no thorns in their paths, the conſequence is an ac- 
quieſcence in their preſent ſtation, and remiſſneſs in 
ſeeking the joys of an inviſible world. A contentment 
in the things that are ſeen, without any aſpiration 
after the things that are not ſeen, is the moſt unhappy. 
condition imaginable, and is generally the offspring of 
worldly proſperity. And when this worldly proſperity 
is ſo highly rated in the calculations of the pulpit, what 
other effect can poſlibly attend ſuch lectures, but to 
glue our affections more cloſely, and rivet them more 
inſeparably, to theſe trifles of a day? ; 

Again, worldly proſperity is frequently a miſchie- 
vous evil, becauſe it is apt to make men proud. They 
come in no misfortune like other folks, ſays the p/a/- 
miſt, and this is the cauſe that they are ſo holden with 
pride. Proſperity is often a luſcious poiſon. It bloats 
and puffs men up with an overweaning opinion of 
themſelves. It intoxicates the mind, and makes it 
drunk with ſelf-conceit. It prompts people to idolize 
themſelves, and contemn others. The intolerable ar- 
rogance of the Babyloniſh monarch, what was it ow- 
ing to but his vaſt and uninterrupted ſucceſſes? He 
meaſured his merit by the length of his purſe, and 
challenged a veneration proportionable to the extent of 
his dominions. This vile, rank weed, thrives in the hot» 
beds of honour, wealth, and carnal pleaſure. Where- 
as it might never have reared its head, in the colder 
climate of tribulation, or ſcantineſs of cireumſtances. 
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Once more, worldly proſperity is frequently a per- 
nicious evil, becauſe it renders men carnally ſecure. 
It caſe-hardens the mind againſt all the threatenings, 
and makes it deaf to the invitations of heaven- 
ly wiſdom. It is a ſtupefying potion, and lulls the 
ſoul into a fatal forgetfulneſs of everlaſting things. 
Thoſe that were luſty and ſtrong, in our Saviour's 
days, joined with the impious multitude in deſpiſing 
the veiled Divinity. But thoſe who were diſeaſed in 
their bodies, or diſordered in their minds, with ea- 

erneſs fell proſtrate at his ſacred feet, and implored 
Nis healing Ind. Pert fr, niſi periiſſent.— You can- 
not but have obſerved various proofs of this remark 
in the courſe of your miniſtry. You muſt have ſeen 
many perſons that rejected all your counſel, and would 
none of your reproof, while they waſhed their ſteps 
in butter, and the rock poured them out rivers of oil. 
But how teachable were theſe once refractory world- 
lings,—how willing to hear the conſolations of the 
goſpel, when their ſenſible delights were periſhed and 
gone? How deſirous to be informed of a happineſs in 
the heavens, which fadeth not, when their carnal 
pleaſures had made themſelves wings, and were flown 
away ? In the gaiety of their health, and abundance 
of their plenty, they were ſettled upon the lees of 
ſupineneſs. But when the ſcene was ſhifted, they 
cried out with vehemence, What muſt we do to be 
ſaved ? This I myſelf have frequently remarked in the 
ſhort compaſs of my experience, Men who were like 
an iron ſinew in their flouriſhing condition, have been 
impreſſible as melting wax in a reverſe of fortune. 

We ſee then, that the proſperity of this world is 
always dangerous; often pernicious; and too fre- 
quently deſtructive. It yields pleaſures that infatuate; 
 —ſweets that are 1mpoiſoned ;—delights that ſtupefy. 
Inſomuch, that a Heathen could ſay, Nihil infelicius 
illo, cui mhil infelix contigit. 

Here it may be aſked, Are we to take no comfort 
in our portion on carth? muſt we become gloomy 
and melancholy, and go mourning all our 155 2— 
Far, far from it. Religion allows us, religion enables 
us, religion requires us to be joyful. Yea, it gives 
its faithful adherents to rejoice with joy unſpeakable, 
and full of glory. But then it is founded on a prin- 
ciple vaſtly ſuperior to that which you, Sir, thought 
fit to ſingle out and diſplay. It ſprings from a ſource, 
and reſts on a baſis, that has no manner of dependence 
on worldly circumſtances. Which reminds me of 
another point I am engaged to clear up, viz. 

The true nature of ſcriptural proſperity.—The ſcrip- 
ture is a ſpiritual ſcheme. Spiritual goods are what it 
chiefly recommends, and from ſpiritual evils it chiefly 
deters. Chriſt's words are ſpirit ; tending to make men 
not carnally minded, but ſpiritually minded ; to ren- 
der them ſpiritual in their underſtandings, their affec- 
tions, their conduct. Inſomuch that one need not 
ſcruple to afſirm conſtantly, That the holy ſcripture 
never calls that ſtate a ſtate of proſperity, which is 
not grounded on the favour of God; nor ever en- 
courages people to rejoice in any thing, till they are 
reconciled to God, —intereſted in Chriſt, - and renew- 
ed by the Holy Ghoſt; which, I think, conſtitute the 
ſcriptural proſperity ; I am ſure, are the ground- work 
of all happineſs.—Firſt, for reconciliation to God. 
His favour is better than life. Life itſelf is worthleſs, 
and, conſequently, all its enjoyments, without this 
prime fundamental bleſſing. For this cauſe, the Prince 
of Peace bled to death, that the hand-writing of guilt 
might be blotted out; that the wrath of God might 
be appeaſed ; and that we who were enemies, might 
be brought near through his blood. This is the door 
to all good. Enter in by this gate, O ye ſons of men, 
or elſe you will inevitably miſcarry in your ſearch 
after felicity. If you ſeek for bliſs, and bottom not 
your expectations on this rock, you are ſure to be dil- 
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appointed of your hope. I can no more 
4 — in any poſſeſſion, till I have — ne un 
my Redeemer's paſſion, than that unfortunate cap; R 
could rejoice in the royal banquet that was before bins 
when a ponderous ſword, edged and unſheathed 5 
hanging by a ſlender thread, and ſhaking every * 2g 
ment over his head. — An intereſt in Chriſt, This 
another pillar to ſupport our felicity. Therefore * 
bleſſed Lord, directing us in the way to de "tems 
good, ſays, Seck ye firſt the kingdom of God nd 
his righteouſneſs. The everlaſting kingdom of hea 
ven as the end, and the imputed righteouſneſs of 
Jeſus Chriſt, as the way. Till the one is our actual 
poſſeſſion, and the other our certain reverſion we 
may look for real fatisfaction, but ſhall find ron. 
Apply to all the creatures; rifle all their charms; taſte 
all their ſweets; you will perceive them to be alto- 
gether lighter than vanity itſelf, without an union 
with Chriſt, and an eſtabliſhment in his merits, — Re. 
novation of mind, is another ingredient of the pro- 
ſperity delineated in ſcripture. Till the ſoul be fanc. 
tified, it is in a ſtate of grievous diſorder ; like a body 
all whoſe bones are out of joint. And, oh! what 
joy can be taſted in ſuch a condition? Till divine 
grace have the aſcendant within us; till the kingdom 
of God be ſet up in our hearts; we are in bondage 
to corruption. Vile affections domineer over us. The 
devil and our own luſts play the tyrant in our breaſts, 
We are like ſlaves under a galling yoke, and like 
lepers under a noiſome diſtemper. Therefore the 
pſalmiſt ſays, When I awake up after thy likenek,, | 
ſhall be ſatisfied with it. Till thy image be reinſtamp- 
ed upon my heart, 1 never expect to ſte good. While 
we are in the bond of iniquity, we muſt infallibly be 
in the gall of bitterneſs. 
This is the proſperity celebrated in the ſcriptures, 
Of this every believer is a partaker; and you wil 
pleaſe to remember, that every exhortation to rejoi- 
cing, which we meet with in thoſe inſpired books, are 
addreſſed to ſuch perſons only. They give not the 
leaſt invitation to any one, no nor the leaſt licence, 
to reſt ſatished, much leſs to rejoice, till they are 
brought into ſuch circumſtances of reconciliation with 
heaven, and renovation of mind. Nor have you, 
Sir, any warrant to ſay to yourſelf, or your people, 
Soul, take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry, be- 
cauſe thou haſt much goods laid up for many year. 
This 1s the epicure's creed. The lively oracles bear 
their teſtimony againſt ſuch concluſions. They ſtyle 
all the unregenerate, fools. And to ſuch, worldly 
abundance is not matter for mirth, but matter of ruin. 
For the proſperity of fools ſhall deſtroy them. Be 
they grand as Nebuchadnezzar, in as much aſſſuence 
as Ahaſuerus, honoured as Herod was by the applaud- 
ing multitude, yet every Page of ſcripture ſays to 


to do with peace? And, however ſome ſmooth- 
tongued preachers may flatter and cajole them in ther 
pomp; however they may propheſy ſmooth —_ 
and ſolicit them to rejoice on ſuch a footing, à8 de 
Lord has not made a ground for rejoicing ; yet à 
apoſtle beſpeaks them in very different language: 69 
to now, ye rich men, weep and howl. The Teacher 
ſent from God has other tidings to tell them, Wo 
unto you that are rich, that are full, for ye have yo 
conſolation, ye ſhall hunger hereafter. And, in aue 
ther world, they may hear this awful admonit0 
ſounding in their ears, Son, remember that thou in 
lifetime receivedſt thy good things; th 
things, thoſe which thou accountedſt not — 
really were good, but only appeared ſo, to thy 0 

tempered judgment, and vitiated taſte. 
Surely, Sir, it muſt have been perfectly . 
or rather abſolutely neceſſary, to caution — 

dience againſt ſo fatal a miſtake ; eſpecially ince tle] 
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qof the gay, the grand, the pleaſurable. A vi- 
miniſter would certainly give them to under- 
land, that wealth and plenty is, by no means, the 
roſperity which the Spirit of God commends ; that 
geo without the loving-kindneſs of the Lord, is a 
MA chimera z that none are entitled to this medi- 
cine of lite, but thoſe who can lay their hand upon 
their hearts, and ſay, with a faith unfeigned, My ſins 
are all forgiven, through the atonement of the ſlaugh- 
tered Lamb; my PEACE is made with the eternal God, 
ind the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt dwells in me. This is 
that which juſtifies, which produces Joy. Then, in- 
dced, and not till then, the wiſe man's advice may be 
thy practice: Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, 
and drink thy wine with a merry heart, for God now 
accepteth both thee and thy works. Then thou 
mayſt take comfort in thy earthly accommodations, 
1 ſo many little appendages of thy bliſs ; not as the 
eſſence which conſtitutes it; but as the cement, which 
ſerves to fill up ſome little interſtices, and renders the 
whole ſomewhat more compact. And even, in this 
caſe, our bleſſed Maſter (who bid his diſciples not to 
rejoice, becauſe the devils were ſubject unto them, but 

| becauſe their names were written in heaven) would, 

obably, caution us not to rejoice, becauſe we have 
all worldly things copioully to enjoy, but becauſe we 
are pardoned, we are juſtilied, we are ſanctified. 

Upon the whole : Suppole worldly proſperity was 
not oftentimes a moſt miſchievous evil, which 1t un- 
doubtedly is ;—ſuppoſe it was a ſubſtantial ground for 
Chriſtian rejoicing, which it really is not; —ſuppoſe 
this was the ſcriptural proſperity, which notion is, I 
truſt, ſufficiently diſproved ;—1n a word, ſuppoſe the 
whole tenor of your doctrine to be true, whereas it 
ſeems to be palpably falſe: yet what good, in the 
name of wonder, can you poſſibly propoſe by ſuch 

reachmeats? You cannot but be ſenſible, that we 
are all ſtrongly addicted to inferior things. We are 
already too fond of worldly goods, too impetuous in 
our purſuit of ſenſual gratifications. We want, we 
extremely want a curb to check our career, and you 
clap a ſpur on our ſides. You employ your eloquence 
25 a provocative, in a caſe that cries aloud for reſtric- 
tives. Alas! Sir, you have no occaſion to puſh the 
headlong torrent — But I have done with this point; 
have nothing more to add upon this head, unleſs it 
be to recommend to your ſerious conſideration, that 
Jarming verdict, pronounced by infinite wiſdom, He 
that liveth in pleaſure, is dead while he liveth ; dead 
to God, dead to grace; a dead Chriſtian, though a 
living animal. Compare, Reverend Sir, this declara- 
tion with the tendency of your doctrine. Then, I 
aſſure myſelf, you will not redden with indignation 
at theſe plain remonſtrances ; but rather (as I ſhould 
in your caſe) turn pale with grief, at your paſt teach- 
ings; and tremble with fear, for the conſequences of 
them. 

Thus much for your divinity : Now, Sir, if you 
pleaſe for your logic. We have canvaſled your doc- 
trine ; let us next conſider the argument, with which 
you eſtabliſh it. This is, if poſſible, ten thouſand 
times more exceptionable than the tenet itſelf. For 
after having told your audience, that the carnal de- 
light, which you ſo earneſtly preſs to take, is agree- 
able to the reaſon of things, is conſonant to the de- 
ligns of providence, you think proper to add, that it 
is alſo countenanced by our Saviour's example; ſince, 
at a certain marriage-feaſt, when the wine fell ſhort, 
he wrought a wy wes. and furniſhed them with a freſh 
ſupply on purpoſe, That the mirth might not die. 
This was your expreſſion. And, ſurely, a more ſhock- 
ng one never came from a preacher's lips. Was ever 
lo abje& and ſcurvy a reaſon aſſigned, for one of the 
molt illuſtrious actions? Could any debauched liber- 
Une, at a drunken club, have derogated more contu- 
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meliouſly from the dignity of our Lord's behaviour? 
Jeſus, the mirrour of purity, the fountain of wiſdom, 
of whom it is teſtified, That he did all things well ;— 
this wiſe and glorious Being 1s repreſented, not by an 
abandoned fot, but by a miniſter of the goſpel, as 
exerting his omnipotence to prolong a m bout. 
O! that it might not be told in Gath, or publiſhed in 
the ſtreets of Afelon ! But ÆAfugit irrevocabile verbum ; 
you cannot revoke the words. The only reparation 
you can make to the injured Jeſus, or the offended 
Chriſtian, is to give us a ſermon of recantation, and 
antidote the poiſon that has been propagated. 

But, I would hope, it is too groſs to ſpread. That 
the mirth may not die, is an aſſertion that muſt ſtartle 
every hearer. Why, this a common vintner might 
have prevented, as well as an almighty Being : a tew 
flaſks from the tavern would have anſwered this end. 
Moſt 1gnoble purpoſe ! unworthy, altogether unwor- 
thy ſo auguſt, divine, and admirable a perſon.—O ! 
what a handle does this yield to infidels for profane 
banter ! That Jeſus ſhould deſcend from the heaven of 
heavens, and come into the world, veſted with un- 
controllable power, on ſo poor, grovelling, and ſordid 
an errand | That a part of his buſineſs, in the ſtate of 
humanity, ſhould be to guard againſt the extinction of 
ſuch idle mirth, as owes its birth to a bottle! The 
ſoldiers that ſtripped our Lord of his apparel, and 
mocked his ſacred perſon ; that ſpit upon his bleſſed 
face, buffeted his divine head, and loaded him with 
all manner of ſcurrilities and indignities ; did not com- 
mit (in my opinion) ſo flagrant an abuſe, as a modern 
preacher in one of his ſtudied ſolemn harangues. They 
took him to be a mere man ; they pronounced him a 
vile man; and, therefore, offered him ſuch opprobrious 
affronts. But you, Sir, acknowledge him to be God; 
= know him to be infinitely wile, and yet make 

im a lacquey to the moſt errant trifles, a drudge to 
mens carnal indulgences.—Suppoſe both our houſes 
of parliament, after the matureſt deliberation, ſhould 
employ the whole army of the nation, to clear away 
all obſtructions for a butterfly in her flowery range, 
or to ſee that a filly kitten goes on unmoleſted in her 
ſportive gambols; would you extol the wiſdom of our 
ſenators? would you not cry ſhame upon their con- 
duct? Now, your aſſertion is full as depretiatory to 
the conſummate prudence, and exemplary purity of 
our divine Maſter : ſince you ſet them both on work, 
Joined with his irreſiſtible might, only to furniſh out 
a little more gaiety, a little more laughter, to a ſet of 
carouſers, whom you deſcribe as pretty well in for it 
already. 

That the mirth might not die! That is, That thoſe who 
were already made merry with liquor, might go on in 
their jowial delights, till they added drunkenneſs to their 
thirſt, For when people are thus exhilarated, to take 
freſh draughts, and pour down more wine, muſt in- 
deed make them, as a profeſſed ſcorner profanely ex- 
preſſes himſelf, on this very occaſion, more than half 
ſeas over. So that when you give an evaſive flouriſh 
or two, and would have you hearers to believe, that 
you are no advocate for intemperance, it is plain, 
you are only complimenting the cauſe of 1 
This interpretation put upon our Lord's conduct, 
knocks all ſuch ſham pretences on the head. For, if 
he wrought the miracle with ſuch a view, and for 
ſuch ſort of people, all the world cannot clear him 
from being a promoter of exceſs; and if he did not, 
all the world cannot acquit you, Sir, from the moſt 
abuſive miſrepreſentations of your Redeemer. 

That the mirth might not die What could a lewd 
rake have done at his riotous table, worſe than that 


which you aſcribe to the pattern of all perfection ? 


My blood grows chill: my thoughts recoil at ſo hor- 
rd a poſition. Any gentleman of tolerable ſeriouſ- 
neſs, when he perceives his friends are got merry 
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with his drink, would rather withdraw the glaſs, than 
add fewcl to the flame. For my part, I ſhould think 
myſelf an abettor of exceſs, and little better than a 
pimp for debauchery, if when men are merry in their 
cups, I ſhould ſupply them with means of driving on 
the wanton humour. And yet,—be amazcd, O ye 
heavens, and he horribly afraid, O carth !—A minitter, 
in the midſt of a thronged x charges this 
very practice upon the moſt immaculate Lambof God! 
O! Sir, how could he who came to be our ſanctification, 
adminiſter to our inordinate gratifications ? how could 
he who has injoined us not to make proviſion for the 
fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof, be inſtrumental to con- 
tinue a luxurious revel ?—O bleſſed Jeſus, ſurely that 
is fulfilled which was ſpoken by thy prophet, Thou 
art wounded in the houſe of thy friends. Thy cha- 
racter is debaſed, thy doctrines adulterated, hy thoſe 
who profeſs themſelves adorers of the one, and ex- 
pounders of the other. O! that ever the Chriſtian 
pulpit ſhould become a porch to the temple of Bac- 
chus and a Chriſtian preacher act the part of a pur- 
veyor for the tippling-houſe! 

Do you intend to pleaſe, Sir, or to profit your au- 
dience, by theſe admonitions ?—You can pleaſe none 
but men of corrupt minds, whoſe God is their belly, 
who mind earthly things. You can profit none but 
thoſe, whoſe heaven is to be found in the juice of the 

rape. They can ſerve no other end, but to give a 
{fort of ſanct'on to their extravagancies. Your lec- 
tures, perhaps, may be recollected with applauſe on an 
ale- bench, and pleaded among a circle of jolly topers. 
But I aſſure you, Sir, they are heard by the ſerious 
and devout, with the utmoſt ſorrow, and with equal 
deteſtation. Their ears are wounded, and their hearts 
bleed. under the ſound of ſuch Bacchanalian doctrines. 

May I now be permitted to declare my ſentiments, 
with regard to that paſſage of ſcripture, which you 
have ſo unhappily perverted ? | 

As to the mirth you ſeem ſo fond of, there is no 
mention of it in the ſacred narrative. For Chriſt went 
not about to ſpread the laugh among his company, 
but to make them ſerious, ſober, and wiſe unto {al- 
vation. If he vouchſafed his preſence at entertain- 
ments, and fat at the tables of ſingers, it was with 
2 gracious deſign of inſtructing and converting them 
in their own houſes. He came to feaſts in the ſame 
ſpirit, and for the ſame purpoſes, as he came into the 
world; to turn poor mankind from darkneſs unto 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God; ſo that 
none can imagine, when he was in the room, that 
there could be any thing like that licentious diverſion, 
which too generally prevails in our merry meetings. 
If they did rejoice, they rejoiced, doubtleſs, after a 
godly fort. They rejoiced in the precious and in- 
ſtructive words, that dropped from Chriſt's lips, as 
ſweets from an honey-comb. They rejoiced to have ſo 
divine a prophet raiſed up unto God's people, and to 
have the honour of ſo illuſtrious a perſonage amongſt 
them. They rejoiced, without all peradventure, to 
ſee, and hear, and handle the word of life. 

As for that expreſſion, which we tranſlate well 
drunk, -A be, profane wits, I know, raiſe mighty 
triumphs upon it: but, in truth, they are Babel build- 
ings, and proofs of nothing but their own folly. 
They thereby give us to underſtand, that their want 
of ſenſe is as unqueſtionable, as their malignity to 
Chriſtianity. For, ſurely, they muſt be full as errant 
idiots, as they are ſhameleſs lots, who can offer to 
fetch the leaſt ſhadow of a plea for riotous indulgen- 
ces from this paſſage. Since, let the meaning of the 
word be ever ſo looſe and exceptionable, yet nothing 
can be concluded from thence, againſt the ceconomy 


and decorum of that ent-rtainment, becauſe the go- 


vernor ſpeaks only of the iſual cuſtom at other treats. 
He ſays not a word, good or bad, of the gueſts that 


this fact is frivolous and impertinent. 
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were preſent at that bridal-feſtival. It m. 

fore, be not only precarious, but 8 4 * 
ſurd, to infer the diſorderly proceedings of * 
people, from what the ruler obſerves concernin 2 
thers. I once was acquainted with a worth > 
man, who frequently invited to his table the a, 
perſons of his neighbourhood ; and would take * 

ſure in inſtilling or cultivating in their minds the «wr 
ciples of ſobriety, induſtry, and piety. Now "er 
he had ſaid, atter ſupper was removed, «1 2 
very well, my honeſt neighbours, it is cuſtomar = 
ſome perſons of fortune, both to pleaſe wg Th 
themſelves in making their viſitants drunk. ae 
puſh the glaſs briſkly round, and preſs one bu 
upon another, till they ſend their gueſts ſtaggeri 
bed.” But,—now, would any one be ſo {tupid as t 

infer from this acknowledgment of the practice of « 
thers, that this was allo the practice of my friend? 
Yet this they may do, with as much juſtneſs and { 
vo ** 8 ar deduce any maxim in favour of 
exceſs from the ſpecch of the Architriclinus 

of the feald).. n 

Evident, I think, it is, that this expreſſion what 
ever be its exact import, is in no wiſe referable to the 
condition of thoſe gueſts ; ſo that we allow our adver. 
ſaries too much advantage, by admitting any of their 
remarks upon its ſigniſication. We ſhould wreſt this 
weapon out of their hands, which they brandiſh 6 
formidably, rather than guard againſt its ſtrokes.— 
But in cafe it was applicable to them, yet it is mok 
monſtrous, to ſuppoſe it ſigniſicant of the leaſt deviz. 
tion from temperance. For had we not known the 
company to be of the moſt exemplary behaviour, and 
heavenly-minded ſpirit ; had they been a parcel of It 
religious and lewd fellows, inſtead of the virgin- mo- 
ther, and the Redeemer's diſciples, yet it would be im. 
poſſible to conceive, that any thing which had tle 
leaſt approach towards ſurfeiting and drunkenne;; 
ſhould be tolerated, when Jeſus himſelf was in the 
midſt of them. Before ſo venerable and divine a pei- 
ſon, they would not dare to allow themſelves in any 
miſbecoming indulgences, or indecencies of Carriage, 
Beſides, had their inclinations been ever ſo abandon- 
ed or impctuous, his eternal power and Godhead 
would have reſtrained them. He that intimidated 
the ſacrilegious rabble, when they profaned the ten- 
ple, and drove them before his ſingle ſcourge ; he that 
ſtruck proſtrate to the ground, a whole band of armed 
men, only with his word ; he that had all hearts in his 
hand, and could manage them as he pleaſed ; would, 
doubtleſs, have forbid, at this juncture, whatever 
bordered upon difloluteneſs. 

Should any one inquire, For what cauſe then did 
Chriſt work this miracle, if not to revive the dying 
mirth I anſwer, ſeveral noble reaſons are aſſignable 
and obvious. 

One; To furniſh a ſupply for freſh gueſts, which 
on thoſe occaſions were continually pouring in; that 
the feaſt might be prolonged to its uſual period, and al 
that came might be moderately refreſhed. For I cat 
by no means imagine, that this freſh ſupply was it 
tended for thoſe, who had cheared themſelves already 
with a ſufficient quantity. This indeed is what your 
ſermon takes tor granted, or elſe your application of 

But 1 promiſe 
myſelf, when you give it a ſecond conſideration, 0 
will wonder, how ſo unworthy a thought could come 
into your mind; and be ſorry, that it ſhould cv 
proceed from your lips; ſince it is ſo entirely repug 
nant to the whole character, conduct, and preaching 
of our Lord Jeſus. 
Another reaſon might be, To reward the married 
pair, for their hoſpitality to himſelf and his follow*: 
To give early notice to the world, that none {hou 
loſers by ſhewing kindneſs to him or bis: That even 
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wece of reſpect paid to Jeſus, and every Kindneſs ex- 
cited towards his family, ſhould meet with a full re- 
cmpenſe of reward. Thus did he prepare an exten— 
dee turd for thoſe, who had forſaken houfes, lands, 
-./4tions, and their earthly all, for his ſake ; prepare 
und for their ſubſiſtence, by diſpoſing people to en- 
or tain and accommodate them, when they ihould be 
ſent forth, without ſtaff, or ſcrip, or money in their 
1 cauſe, and that which is remarked by the 
holy hiſtorian, Was, To manifeſt forth his glory ; to 
vive a moſt conſpicuous ditplay of his Meſſiahſhip. 
Fic opened, as it were, his commiſſion, and ſhewed 
ji; divine credentials: which was done with perfect 
propriety, in a public manner, before more {pectators 
(ban his own attendants: And whatever effect it 
might have upon others, it confirmed the faith of his 
ditciples. Sceing this inconteſtable proof of his miſſion, 
it is ſaid, They believed on him; and were thence- 
forth inviolably attached to his perſon and miniſtry. 

Other reaſons may be ſuggeſted, and thoſe excced- 
ing ſound and uſeful ; ſuch as point out a noble and 
deep ſignificancy in this nuracle ; make It 1 ich with 
divine and ſpiritual meaning; and, upon this footing, 
a more delicious feaſt for our ſouls, than wines of tue 
neſt flavour, and moſt generous quality, are to our 

mal nature. : 

” "Foe inſtance it might ſignify the ſuperior richneſs 
of thoſe comforts, Which his goipel was introducing 
into the world: That they exceeded thole broached 
by Az/es and the law, as much as the pure blood of 
tle grape excells the water of our common wells: 
That his fleſh and blood would be a ſovereign ſource 
ot alacrity and conſolation to his pcople ; gladden and 
revive their hearts, like ſome exquiſite corcual ; 
lirengthen and invigorate their minds, like the beit- 
bodied wines. 

This particular ſeaſon of a marriage-ceremony, was 
probably choſen, in order to intimate the neccility of 
being eſpouſed and united to Chriſt, before we can be 
partakers of theſe evangelical delights. Divorced we 
muſt be from our old huſband, the law; divorced 
trom the covenant of works; and no longer wedded, 
by ſelt-opinionativeneſs, to our own rightcoutnetles 3 
but married, by the bond of a lively taith, to that 
everlaſting Bridegroom, in order to taſte thoſe com- 
torts, and have our ſhare in thoſe joys. 

A reaſon fixed upon by our church is, That Chriſt 
would hereby put an honour upon the matrimonial 
nale; by gracing the folemnity with his facred com- 
pany, and performing his firit public miracle on this 
occalion. A fine admonition this, to render us more 
than ordinarily ſolicitous, to have the favourable con- 
currence of Jeſus, both when we deviſe, and when 
ve tike, ſo important a ſtep. Becauſe the tranquil- 
lity and happineſs of our ſubſequent life depends, very 
much, on this alteration of our condition. — That we 
mould, by all means, marry in the Lord; and im- 
pore his tpiritual gracious preſence at the wedding; 
Winch will improve the advantages, and ſanctify the 
enſoyments, of that comfortable ſtate z will, as it is 
delicately figured out in the metaphor, turn our wa- 
ter into wine. 

t wight alſo be intended to remind us, That the 
comforts, even of animal life, were recovered by the 
W {cond Adam, as they were forfeited by the firſt Adam. 
hen our firſt parents were guilty of rebellion againſt 
8 'icir Maker, they loſt all right to the valuable pro- 
Auctions of nature. This, indeed, was their dowery 
®Nginally ſettled upon them; but by their diſloyalty 
became conſiſcated. Juſtice ſeized upon their inhe- 
Ig, and vengeance ſaid, Curſed be the ground 
„ your fakes, Chriſt, in this exigency, immediately 
wtepoled ; took off the attainder, and reitored to 


Pe and his pokerity, the precious fruits of the 
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earth. Theſe bleſſings, derived from Chriſt's media- 
tion, were very properly recognized at a wedding; 
becauſe, 2 after the marriage of the firſt 
couple, they were alienated and ſequeſtered. 

1 lus, Sir, is a way of expounding our Redeemer's 
miracles, well worthy your conlideration, if not your 
imitation. In this light they appear, not barely ſo 
many witneſſes of his being the Meſliah, but ſo man 
living mirrours of his mediatorial mercies. In which 
we diſcern a molt expreſſive figure of thoſe ſpiritual 
good things, which we extremely want, and may ful- 
ly enjoy through Jeſus Chriſt.— The marvellous things 
brought to pals by the agency of prophets, apoſtles, 
and holy men of old, were indiſputable vouchers for 
their being ſent of God. But our Redeemer's works 
had a farther excellency, and anſwered a diviner end. 
They held forth and preſented, even to the ſenſes, a 
moit ſtriking pattern of thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings, which 
linners may enjoy through their Saviour,--Thus, when 
he cured the man born blind ; what did this ſignify 
but his healing the blindneſs of our underitandings, 
and pouring the day of his glorious goſpel upon our 
internal fight !—When he made the poor paralytic 
ſtrong and vigorous, that was not able to turn himſelf 
on his bed, or to uſe his limbs; what a lively emblem 
was here, both of our diſeaſe, and his lovereign help? 
Of our diicaſe, whereby we are utterly impotent to 
do a good work, or think a good thought : of his 
lovercign help, whereby we are enabled to do all things, 
through Chriſt ſtrengthening us; enabled to believe 
through his grace, and to mortify our corruptions 
through his Spirit —Was not the filthy leper, a true 
picture of our loathſomeneſs, through original defile- 
ment, and actual trangreſlions? and when our Re- 
decmerdiſdained not to touch this noiſome creature, and 
make him perfectly clean; how appoſitely did this 
image point out the condeſcenſion of his goodneſs, in 
undertaking our redemption ; and the efficacy of his 
blood, in accompliſhing our purification ?—1 might 
go through the whole ſeries of our Lord's miracles, 
and diſcover in them a moſt ſigniſicant and complete 
portraiture of all manner of ſpiritual bleſſings. But the 
toregoing inſtances ſnall ſuſlice. From theſe hints, we 
may diſcern an adorable depth of deſign; unſcarchable 
treaſures of contrivance, as well as beneficence, in thoſe 
operations of his mighty power. Which noble pecu- 
liarity gives them a vaſt pre-eminence above all the 
miracles in Egypt, and the wonders in the field of Zoan ; 
renders them ſo many fine repreſentations of the de- 
liverances and privileges, enjoyable through our ever- 
bleſſed Immanuel; in a word, renders them a kind of 
goſpel that addreſſes itſelf even to our eyes; and ſo moſt 
wilely calculated, both todirect our hopes, and ſtrength- 
en our faith, in the incarnate God.—lI am, Oc. 


TIR VIE 


Dear Madam, Bath, 1743. 


T Bath I have tarried thus long, but purpoſe to 
ſet torward for my father's houſe, it I live till 
next weck; and it I have as good a journey thither, 
as I had to this place, I ſhall have cauſe to be very 
thankful to that gracious Providence, which bleſſes 
our going out, and our coming in ; which protects 
us from wrong and 1obbery ; from evil accidents 
and dangers as with a ſhield. I hope you, Madam, 
and Mr * * *, are well; and ſhould rejoice to hear of 
your both being partakers of that which I wiſh you 
to enjoy; and none can be ſaid truly to enjoy health, but 
thoſe who improve it to the purpole : all others waſte 


health; embezzle it; ſquander it away; all but thoſe 


who ule it as a precious opportunity of making their 
calling and election ſure. We have had molt delicate 
weather, for the harveſt; a bleſſing, which I don't 
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doubt has been vouchſafed to you as well as to us; an 
univerſalbleſſing! and ſuch as will prove very extenſive. 
We ſhall feel the good effects of it, all the year round, 
when winter freezes the air, and turns the earth into 
iron, or buries it under heaps of ſnow. We {hall be 
refreſhed even then with the productions of the fruit- 
tui ſeaſon. O! that our hearts may be filled with 
gratitude, as our barns are with plenty. The harveſt 
puts me in miud of the end of the world; then our 
bodies ſhall ariſe out of the duſt of the earth ; having 
lain a while under the clods and ſeen corruption, they 
will then ſpring up incorruptible and immortal, an 
amazing multitude, like the blades of graſs, or the 
ears of corn, innumerable. 

The huſbandman in harveſt, receives a reward for 
all his toil. The labours of the preceding year are 
amply recompenſed by the rich fruits of increaſe. 
And the conſummation of all things will be the great 
retribution-day; then the Chriſtian receives the end 
of his faith, even the ſalvation of his foul; then the 
riches he has coveted, will be beſtowed in the favour 
of ſeeing him who is immortal, inviſible; whole lo- 
ving-kindueſs is better than life. He will ſee the de- 
fire of his ſoul, and the fruits of his Saviour's ſuffer- 
ings, and ſit down everlaſtingly tatished. The huſband- 
man rejoices in harveſt, this is his time of feſtivity 
and delight. They joy betore thee, faith the ſcrip- 
tures, according to the joy of the righteous ; they 
will look up and rejoice, to behold their Redeeiner 
coming in the clouds of heaven, and all the holy an- 

els with him; then will they look down and rejoice 
to ſec the wicked world burning, in which they were 
tempted; rejoice to ſee all their enemies put under 
their feet; and when the doors of heaven are left open, 
then ſhall they enter triumphantly into that city of 
the living God, and everlaſting joy will be upon their 
heads, and rcign with Chriſt tor evermore. Into this 
exceeding great and eternal bliſs, I with you, Madam, 
and your huſband, an abundant entrance, and remain 
his and your, Oc. 


— 
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Dear K * *, Weſton- Favell, 1744. 
Promiſed * * * to fend the remainder of her let- 
1 ter, in a few lines to you. Either ſhe may tran- 
{cribe froin you, or you from her, in order to com- 
lete the little eſſay.—I left off, I think, ſomewhere 
en c ſpiritual intereſis are infinitely more 
valuable. For thoſe, therefore, Chriſt will provide 
more abundantly : it they want knowledge, he will 
not only give them his divine word, but his enlighten- 
ing Spirit, to lead them into all truth.—lf they are 
poor, he will give them the fine gold of his obedience : 
he will ſay to them as the father ſaid in the parable, 
Son, all that I have is thime. Are they wounded ? he 
will give them the healing balm of his precious blood ; 
this will cure, the wound which {in has made in the 
ſoul; and make the bones which have been broken, 
to rejoice. Are they naked? he will clothe them with 
the robe of his own righteouſneſs ; they ſhall appear 
before the God of gods in the garments of this their 
elder brother. Are they weak? his ſtrength ſhall be 
made perfect in their weaknets ; he will work in them 
both to will and to do of his good pleaſure. When 
they die, he has provided a iflignt of angels to attend 
their departing ſouls, and conduct them to his own 
compaſſionate arins; he has provided manſions of glory, 
a houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, 
for their future reception. He has provided a fulneſs 
of joy and pleaſures for evermore, for their final por- 
tion and inheritance, | 
Oh! what ample proviſion is here! this is indeed 
good mcalure, preſled down, and ſhaken together, and 


If it called for righteouſneſs, T ſubmitted to its autho- 


ſcience, than the feathers of the hen are to her f 


. 
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running over. What can needy creatures want, which 
7 


Jeſus does not ſupply ? Juſtly was it once ſaid by an 


eminent believer, Jehovah Jireh, The Lor 


4 
vide. Let this be the language of our dba, ey 


our needs. 

The hen comforts her winter-brood ; ſhe 
them from the inclemencies of the weather. 
ſpreads out her wings, and forms a canopy over them: 
this affords them a houfe to lodge in, and a bed to 
ſleep on; no velvet 1s ſofter, no blankets are warmer; 
here they are cheriſhed and refreſhed ; here they find 
heat when they thiver with cold, are dried when th 
come dropping with wet. 7 

Jeſus alſo comforts his poor people; he is called the 
conſolation of ae]: Come unto me, lays the merci. 
ful Redeemer, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden 
and Iwill give you reſt; all ye that are weary, and ] 
will refreſh you. He is aitlicted in all their aiflicti 
and 1s as ready to fuccour them, as a man is to 
the anguiſh of his own ſmarting fleſh. He is the good 
the inconcervably-good Shepherd, whoſe bowels yerrn 
with the tendereſt compaſſion, when his lambs are fi. 
tigued or diſtreſſed; he even lays them in his boſom, 
— Every thing but Jeſus ſpeaks terror, and creates 
diſmay to his little fleck. But this campaſſionate 
Shepherd leads them forth belides the waters of com. 
fort. The world lays many a ſnare for their feet; the 
world perſecutes and hates them. In the world they 
muſt have tribulation; but Chriſt ſays, Be of 200 
cheer, I have overcome the world, and will make 
you partakers of my victory; becauſe I have conquer. 
ed, ye ſhall conquer alſo. The law lavs dreadful 
things to their charge; the law is the miniſtration of 
condemnation ; the law thunders out threatenings: 
they are rebels, ſays that righteous law ; they have 
tranſgreſſed my precepts; they deſerve to ſuffer all 
the curſes denounced againſt the diſobedient and un- 
godly. But Chriſt gently whiſpers. Be of good cou- 
rage, my people, take ſanctuary in your Mediator, | 
have anſwered all the demands of the law: if it re. 
quires puniſhment, I ſuſtained torments unutterable; 
if it inſiſts on blood, I fatisfied it with divine blood; 
with every drop of my heart's blood; ſo that there is 
no condemnation to them that are intereſted in me. 


{c reens 
She 


ons, 
allay 


rity; I performed every jot and tittle of its commands, 
and thereby brought in a perfect and everlaſting righ- 
teouſneſs. Lay hold on my obedience ; receive this 
from my free grace, and the law has nothing more to 
charge againſt you; for the righteouſneſs of the law 
is falfilled in them that believe, though the devil 
tempts and diſtreſſes the children of J-ſus.—He not 
only tempts, but accuſes them, aggravating and calling 
aloud for vengeance; cries, Down with them, down 
with them, even to the duſt. But Jeſus gracioully 
ſteps in, baffles the accuſation, arreſts the judgment, 
and fays, I have died to fave them from going into 
the pit ; for I have found a ranſom : if they have ſin- 


ne 
ned, I have taken them upon myſelt; if they have h- 
multiplied tranſgreſſions as the ſtars of heaven, my th 
Father hath laid on me the iniquities of them al Nr 
They are my redeemed ones; they are bought with of 


my blood. I cannot loſe my purchafe; if they are 
not ſaved, I am not glorified. 

Such ſweet truths ſent home upon the poor fon, 
muſt he very comfortable and reſt rative to the dr? 
ing ſinner; more refreſhing and gladdemag to the con- 


ſtarving brood. i 
Upon the whole, let us imitate the chickens, 
truſting in Jeſus for all we want or wiſh; let us i 
upon our Beloved 1n all our prozrels through 75 
wilderneſs; expect to be furniſhed entirely out © 
fulneſs; look for protection from his almighty arm. 


Depend upon proviſion from his inexhauſlible tre- 
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ſures; and for comfort, from a growing ſenſe of our 
intereſt in him. ö 

Let this be the habitual language of our heart. 
Bleſſed Lord, I am weak and wretched, ſurround- 
ed by 2 multitude of dangers, and defiled by a 
thouſand corruptions, O defend me by thy eter- 


nal power. Let thy almighty arm be over me. 
Let thy Holy Spirit be ever with me ; never 
leave me to my enemies; never give me up to my 
own blindneſs and impotency, for I flee unto thee to 
hide me: on thee I depend to break every ſnare of 
temptation that endangers me from without, to mor- 
tify every ſeed of corruption that pollutes me from 
within. Jam poor and needy, bleſſed Jeſus, do thou 
-ovide for me. Since I mult one day give an account 
of myſelf to God ; let thy blood wath away my guilt, 
and drown all my tranſgreſſions. Since I muſt, ere 
long, ſtand before him whoſe eyes are as a burning 
fre, O! clothe me with the robes of thy righteouſneſs, 
the garments of ſalvation, that I may be holy and 
hlameleſs in his fight. Since I muſt quickly die out 
of this miſerable world, provide me an entrance into 
thine own everlaſting kingdom ; and while I continue 
in this world, provide ine with grace ſufficient for me, 
that 1 may live like thine elect, and adorn the goſpel 
of God my Saviour. 
[ am often diſtreſſed ; miſgiving thoughts and an- 
ih of mind, makes me hang down my head like a 
bulruch. Through fear of death, and dread of eternal 
judgment, my joints are {ſometimes ready to {mite one 
avain{t another; but O! holy and molt merciful Sa- 
viour, be thou my ſupport. Pour the oil of 1 
into my inner man; give me the joy of thy ſalvation: 


| the law condemns me, but do thou juſtify me; my 


own conſcience writes bitter things againſt me, but do 
thou whiſper to my foul, Be of good cheer, thy fins 


| are forgiven thee. The roaring lion often terriſies 


me; but O! thou good and faithful Shepherd, let 
thyſelf comfort me. Let me know, and feel, that J 
am thine, and then nothing ſhall pluck me out of thy 
hands, 

This was wrote before my late illneſz. You ſee from 
hence, that you my friends at Biddeſord have been 
on my thoughts, though they have not of late been 
addreſſed by way of letter; and I ſhall always lay, 
that whether we are ſick or in health, the Lord Jeius 
Chriſt may be the ſtrength of our hearts, and our por- 
tion for ever.—l am, c. 


- —y 
* 
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Dear , 


T is our duty continually to ſing hoſanna to the Ring 
ot 1/rael, who treadeth all enemies under his feet. 


| He can tread: them down like clay in the ſtreets, or 
datt them out as lightning from heaven. Nothing is 


Impoſſible to him; they who know Chriſt's falthful- 
neſs and truth, will put their truſt in him; they will 
hang upon him every moment, as the feeble child in 
the arms of the indulgent mother, for grace to 
ſtrengthen and enable them to withſtand the devices 
of that enemy of ſouls, who is ſeeking every moment 
to avitroy the weak believer, the babes in Chriſt.— 
datan ſays, with that wicked one in Exodus, I will pur- 
ſue them with inconceivable malice and ra „I will o- 
vertake and tear them in pieces like a lion; Iwill lay ten 
thouſand ſnares in their way, and, if it be poſſible, bring 
them under the dominion of ſin, and after that into 


dle gdamnation of bell. —The believer replies, Thou 


wouldſt eflect this, O thou enemy of all godlineſs. I 
3 thou wouldit effect it with as much eaſe, as a 
2 is borne down by a ſweeping whirlwind, was 

ft a moment to my telt ; but my ſtrength do I aſcribe 


vun: e 6 
| my incarnate God. The blcfled Jeſus has under- 


Wkin for my ſecurity; he watches over me every mo- 
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ment, and nothing can pluck me out of his hands. 
He hath ſaid, who ſhall diſannul it? that fin ſhall not 
have dominion over me; he will preſerve me by his 
almighty power unto falvation. Let all my adverſa- 
ries know aſſuredly, that my ſafety is not in myſelf,— 
But as the hills ſtand round about Feruſalem, even ſo 
ſtandeth the Lord round about his people, from this 
time forth for evermore, 

Whoever attempts the ruin of a ſoul that is ſtaid 
on Jeſus, muſt wrench the ſovereignty from the hand 
of Omnipotence, and cauſe unſhaken faithfulneſs to 
fail. So long as all things in heaven and earth, and 
under the earth, do bow, and obey the Lamb that 
was ſlain; ſo long as Chriſt is a God unchangeable, 
and faithful that cannot lie, fo long ſhall a poor feeble 
worm that truſts in him, be ſecure from apoſtaſy and 
perdition. O! the bleſſings, the comforts that ſpring 
from a right knowledge of Jeſus! Richer bleſſings I 
cannot wiſh! greater treaſures I cannot enjoy nor poſ- 
ſeſs. This, this alone is that knowledge which St 
Paul valuedaboveall other accompliſhments or acquires 
ments; in compariſon of which, he counted all things 
elſe no better than droſs or dung. O! let my dear 
Biddeford friends beg of the Father of lights to ſend 
out the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation, that I may 
be filled with the knowledge of him, and of Jeſus 
Chriſt whom he hath ſent; and in return both the 
and you, my friends, may be aſſured of the moſt 
hearty and repeated prayers of — 


Your ſincere friend, &'c, 
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87 R, Weſlon-Favell, November 16. 1745. 


I. is not eaſy to expreſs the ſatisfaction I received 
from your agrecable and uſeful converſation this 
afternoon. I rejoice to find, that there are gentlemen 
of genius, learning, and politeneſs, who dare profeſs 
a ſupreme value for the ſcriptures, and are not aſha- 
med of the croſs of Chriſt. I congratulate you, dear 
Sir, on this occaſion ; and cannot but look on a mind 
ſo principled, and a heart fo difpoſed, as a very choice 
and diſlinguiſhing part of your happineſs. Was I to 
frame a wiſh for the deareſt and moſt valuable friend 
on earth, I would earneſtly defire, that he might grow 
daily in this grace, and increaſe in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. And when my 
pen begs leave to aſſure you, that this is my unfeigned 
wilh for , it only tranſcribes what is deeply written 
on my heart. 

This brings the dedication and the preface, which 
are to introduce a little eſſay, entitled Meditations a- 
mong the tombs, and Reflections on a flower-garden, 
in two letters to a lady. I hope, Sir, in conſequence 
of your kind promiſe, you will pleaſe to peruſe them 
with the file in your hand. The ſeverity of the critic, 
and the kindneſs of the friend, in this caſe will he in- 
ſeparable.—The evangelical ſtrain, I believe, mult be 
preſerved ; becauſe, otherwiſe, the introductory 
thonghts will not harmonize with the ſubſequent ; the 
porch will be unſuitable to the building. But if you 
perceive any meanneſs of expreſſion, any quaintneſs 
of ſentiment, or any other impropriety and inelegance, 
I ſhall acknowledge it as a very ſingular favour, if you 
will be ſo good as to diſcover and correct ſuch blemi- 
ſhes. 

hope, Sir, my end in venturing to publiſh, is an 
hearty deſire to ſerve, in ſome little degree, the inter- 
eſts of Chriſtianity, by endeavouring to ſet ſome of 
its moſt important truths in a light, that may both en- 
tertain and edify. As I profeſs this view, I am cer- 
tain, your affectionate regard for the molt excellent 
religion imaginable, will incline you to be concerned 
for the iſſue of ſuch an attempt, and therefore to con- 
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tribute to its ſucceſs, both by beſtowing your ani— 
madverſions upon theſe ſmall parts, and by ſpeaking 
of the whole (when it ſhall come abroad) with all that 
candour which is natural to the Chriſtian, and will be 
fo greatly necded by this new adventurer in letters, 
who is, Oc. 


— 


E 
Dear Sir, Meſton- Favell, Nov. 19. 1745. 


Cannot forbear making my grateful acknowledg- 

ments for your moſt obliging letter. You could 
not poſſibly have imagined any thing more agreeable 
to my inclination, than the propoſal you are pleaſed 
to make of admitting me to your acquaintance and 
converſation. I accept your kind offer, Sir, with thank- 
fulneſs, with joy; and ſhall moſt gladly cultivate a 
friendſhip, which is not only perfectly innocent, but 
remarkably elegant and improving. Eſpecially, ſince 
you are pleaſed to permit the diſcourſe to turn upon 
thoſe points, which it is my duty to ſtudy, and my 


delight to contemplate. Nor ſhall I forget, how much 


I am indebted to your condeſcenſion for this favour ; 
but ſhall always bear a reſpectful ſenſe of the diſtin- 
ara rank, and ſuperior abilities of my worthy 
rncud, 

Indeed I am particularly delighted with ſuch inter- 
views, as ſerve to enlarge our knowledge, and refine 
our ailections; ſuch as have an apparent tendency to 
render us more uſeful in our preſent ſtations, and to 
ripca us for future happinets ; ſuch was that which I 
lately enjoyed in your company. This is a feaſt of 
renn; 2 feœaſt of truth; and, muſt own, has charms 
for me, infinitely ſuperior to all the impertinent a- 
n: .lements of modiſh chat, or the mean gratifications 
of the bottle. 

When i have been aſked to ſpend an afternoon with 
gentlemen of a learned education, and unqueſtionable 
ingenuity, I have fancied myſelf invited to take a 
turn in ſome beautiful garden; where I expected to 
have been treated with a {ht of the moit delicate 
flowers, and moſt amiable forms of nature: when, to 
my great ſurpriſe, I have been thewn nothing but the 
molt worthleſs thiſtle, and contemptible weeds. To 
one who has ſo otten been diſappointed, it muff be 
pcculiarly pleaſing to find the ſatisfaction which he has 
long fought in vain. This I make no doubt of ob- 
taining, if I may be permitted to be a third perſon in 
the interview, when you and Mr * * * fit together in 
ſocial conference. 

| I beg leave to return my thanks for your ingenious 
remark upon a ſentence in the eſlay towards a pre- 
face; and allo to expreſs my entire ſatisfaction in your 
motion for conſidering more attentively the ſpiritual 
intereſts of the poor patients in the hoſpital. At pre- 
ſent, it is undeniably plain, that much more aſlh- 
duous and effectual care 1s taken of their temporal, than 
of thcir eternal welfare. With pleaſure | ſhall join 
in concerting iome proper method to rectify this miſ- 
couduct, and with a real alacrity ſhall execute (as far 
as I thall be enabled) any expedient which you ſhall 
judge conducive to the recovery and health of their 
fouls. 

[ almoſt repent, that my pen has intruded, perhaps, 
in the midſt ot important buſineſs, and ſtole ſo much 
of your valuabie time. But now I have dope :—and 
ſhall only repeat, what agreeable views I torm from the 


proſpect ot your future acquaintance, and what an 


addition it will be to my happineſs to be owned and 
regarded, as, Mc. 


* * 
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SIR, Weſton- Favell, Dec. 17. 1745. 
Admire your remarkable regard for truth, and that 
1 noble greatneſs of foul, which ſcorns to facrifice 


teriority evidendly deſtroys divinity : interiority, in 
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conſcience to intereſt, and cannot flog 
temporal honours on ſuch 1gnoble terms, 
duct reminds me of a moſt amiable pecuharity in th 
upright and religious man's character, as it is dr = 
by the inſpired wiiters; with which you cannot be 
be particularly pleated, as it 10 exactly corre — 
with your own ; fuch « one, ſays the royal N , 
feareth an oath ; ſuch a one, adds the ſweet ling <a 
Ißrael, ſpeaketh the truth from his heart. cb 

The thirty-nine articles 1 have more than once ſuh. 
ſcribed; and as I continue ſtedfaſt in the belief of the 
as you are pleated to aſk my opinion relating to * 
teemingly-exceptionable tenets contained in them 1 
moſt readily 1 mit it to your conſideration ; not, 5. 
in the capacity of a caſuiſt, who would attempt 2 * 
tis factory aniwer to your queftions; but only under 
the notion of a ſincere friend, wLo would freely ws 
cloſe his whole foul, and entertain no one ſentitnent 
but what {hould be communicated to a valuah 
quaintance. 

* You are a good deal puzzled about the equality 
cc 1 f | 

of the Son with the Father, in Atharaſrusr's tenſe? 
— I own, it is no wonder, that we ſhould be jome- 
what ſtaggered at this myſterious truth ; e{pecially if 
we indulge a wanton cunoſity, and inquire after the 
quomodeity of the doctrine z if nothing will content our 
buſy minds, but a clear comprchenſion of this pai. 
cular, they will never be brought to acquieſce in this 
article. But, if they dare venture to believe the ex. 
preſs declarations of infinite wiſdom, and wait till 
tuture ſtate for a full evolution of the myſtery, ther 
aſlent will toon be determined, 

I once thought a very ſtriking proof of this ſcrip- 
tural doctrine might be derived rom the known pro- 
perties of a mortal child, confidered in compariton 
with the parent. Is not the ton as pertect a partake 
of all the conſtituent parts oi the human nature 3 
the father? Are not the children of this age poſleſ. 
ed of the ſame endowments of body and mind, a; 
their fathers in the preceding age? Whatever eſſen- 
tial excellencies belong to the one, may with equal 
truth be predicated of the other. And if the lon, 
in this our interior world, be in all points equal to his 
progenitor, why ſhould we not ſuppoſe, that the gle 
rious Son of God is equal, in all reſpects, to his al 
mighty Father ? 

But I chule to forbear all ſuch fond endeavours, to 
explain what, to our very limited apprehenſions, 18 
altogether inexplicable. | rather receive ſcripture tor 
my teacher, and give up my ſentiments to be tormed 
and conducted by that intallible guide. In fcriptrie 
there are abundance of texts, which, in the moſt ex- 
plicit terms imaginable, aflert the Son to be God. 
Now, it he be God, he cannot have any. ſuperior : in- 


p to receive 
Your con- 


ment, 
IC a- 


any initance, is inconliſtent with the notion of a fur 
preme Being. So that every text in ſcripture which 
aſcribes a divine nature to the blefled Jeſus, ſeems t0 
ſpeak all that Athanaſius maintains, concerning the ab- 
{olute, univerſal equality of the Son with the Father. 

In what reſpects can the Son be ſuppoſed interior? 
Are not the tame honours given to the Son, as de 
paid to the Father? The pſalmiſt mentions two of 
the incommunicable honours which are due to tle 
ſupreme Majeſty. Both which, he declares, are, and 
{hall be, addicefied to the Son; Prayer {hall be made 
ever unto him, and daily ſhall he be praiſed. 1 
adorable perſon is the object of our worſhip throug)- 
out the whole litany. In the doxologies of our .. 
turgy, the ſame glory is aſcribed to all the three inf⸗ 
nitely-exalted perſons of the Trinity. I take notice 
of this, not as a concluſive argument, but only ie 
hint at the uniform judgment of our reformels 00 
this important head, and to point out their particula! 
care to inculcate, with incc{lant afliduity, tlus belie! 
upon the members of their communion.— Ale nv: 
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the ſame works aſcribed to the Son, as are aſcribed to 
he Father? God, the 2 and ſupreme God, 
according to the periphraſis of a Heathen poet, Cui 
95 ſemile, aut ſecundum), often declares his matchleſs 
erfections, by referring mankind to his aſtoniſhin 
works of creation. And is not the Son the Creator 
of the univerſe? All things were made by him, is the 
teſtimony of one apoſtle; and, He upholdeth all things 
by the word of his power, the depoſition of another. 
s not the ſame incommunicable name applied to the 
don? Jehovah is allowed to be a name never attributed, 
throughout the whole ſcripture, to any being, but only 
to the one living and true God; who only hath im- 
mortality, who hath no ſuperior, none like him in 
heaven or carth. But this title is the character of the 
*ncarnate Son. If we compare Ages and St Paul, we 
hall find that Chriſt is Jehovah, Numb. xxi. 6. with 
| Cor. x. 9. This argument, I think, is not common; 
ind, 1 muſt own, has had a great influence in ſettling 
my judgment, ever ſince I was appriſed of it.—Ano- 
ther proof was ſuggeſted in the morning: leſſon for the 
day, If. Xlv. 23. compared with P/1/. ii. 10. It is 
the Lord in the prophet, that inſiniccly-wiſe God who 
manifeſteth, even from ancient time, the dark and 
remote events of futurity; who peremptorily declares, 
that there is no God beſides him, conſequently none 
ſuperior in any degree to him; yet this moſt ſacred 
perſon, who in the prophet's text has the attributes of 
incomparable perfection and unſhared ſupremacy, is, 
in the apoſtle's comment, the Redeemer. 
I fancy all thoſe texts of ſcripture, which ſeem to 
you, Sir, ſo diametrically oppoſite to this doctrine, 
vill, upon a renewed examination, appear referable 
oaly to the humanity of our Saviour. If ſo, they can- 
not affect the point under debate, nor invalidate the 
arguments urged in its ſupport. 5 

After all, I believe, here lies the grand difficulty. Son- 
ſhip, we take for granted, implies inferiority. Sonſhip im- 
| plies the receiving of a being trom another; and to re- 
ccive abeing is an inſtance of inferiority.— But, dear Sir, 
let us repreſs every bold inquiry into this awful ſecret; 
leſt that of the apoſtle, & un tofν,,Z u C, be the lighteſt 
| cenſure we incur. What is right reaſoning, when ap- 
plied to the caſe of created exiſtence, is little leſs than 
blaſphemy when applied to that divine perſon, who 1s 
from everlaſting to everlaſting, the great I AM.—The 
generation of the Son of God 1s an unfathomable my- 
ſtery. A prophet cries out with amaze, Who can de- 
| clare his generation? and if we cannot conceive it, 
| how can we form any concluſions, or determine what 
conſequences follow from it! Here it becomes us not 
| to examine, but to adore, If we know not how the 
bones do grow in the womb of her that 1s with child, 
how ſhall we be able to ſtate the nature, or explain the 
elicits of a generation, inexpreſſibly more remote from 
our finite apprehenlions ? 

Upon the whole; ſince the ſcripture has given us 
repeated and unqueſtionable aſſurances, that Chriſt 
5 God ; ſince common ſenſe cries aloud againſt the 
ablurdity of ſuppoſing a God, who has a ſuperior ; 
ſhall we reject ſuch poſitive evidences of revelation, 
| and be deaf to the ſtrongeſt remonſtrances of our 
reaſon, merely becauſe we cannot conceive, how the 
Sonſhip of the Redeemer can be compatible with an 
2 equality, in all poſſible perfection, to the Fa- 

er! 

it need not be hinted to ***, that this doctrine of 
the Divinity, conſequently of the equality, of the ſa- 

| cred Tarox, is not merely a ſpeculative point, but 
W 115 a moſt cloſe connection with practice ; and 1s ad- 
mrably fitted to influence our lives, in the moſt power- 
and endearing manner. That it is no leſs inſepa- 
N rably connected with the grand bleſſings of acquittance 


7 and delivery from the bondage of ſin; 


O F 


O N LE TI.FO0E'R $, 569 


bleſſings of unutterable and infinite value, without 
which the children of men are of all creatures moſt 
miſerable ; which yet we cannot reaſonably hope to 
enjoy, it any of thoſe illuſtrious perſons concerned in 
accompliſhing the great redemption, be ſuppoſed leſs 
than divine. 

The 18th article, you add, is another objection to 
me, which begins thus, They alſo are to be had accur- 
ſed, &'c.—'This, as you obſerve, ſeems harſh. Yet the 
harſhneſs is not ours, but the apoſtle's. I imagine, 
this is no more than a tranſcript of St Paul's awful 
and folemn declaration, tranſmitted to the Galatian 
converts, and denounced again” their corrupting 
teachers, Be pleaſed, Sir, to peruſe attentively that 
whole inſpired letter, and eſpecially to conlider chap. i. 
verles 6. 7. 8. 9. Then permit me to appeal to your- 
ſelf, whether our article profeſſes any doctrine, which 
is not clearly eſtabliſhed in that moſt excellent epiſtle ; 
or whether our church uſes more ſevere terms, than 
the apoſtle thinks proper to thunder out, in that me- 
morable paſſage ! But might not this doctrine have 
been palliated a little, or the tremendous ſanction ſome» 
what ſoftened ? No; we mult not add to, or diminith 
from, our inviolable rule. A faithful ſteward of the 
divine myſteries, muſt declare the whole will of God, 
in its full extent and latitude ; together with the fear- 
ful conſequences of preſumptuoully oppoling it, as 
as well as the bleſſed effects of cordially receiving it. 

I am not ſurpriſed, that this procedure ſtartles ſome, 
offends others. St Paul ſeems to have foreſeen this e- 
vent; and therefore apologizes for himſelf, ſhall I ſay ? 
rather declares his unalterable reſolution of perſiſtin 
in this practice; 9. 4. I am ſenſible, that ſuch teach- 
ings will be far * palatable to too many of my 
hearers ; Jam aware allo, that to threaten the divine 
anathema on every oppoſer of this doctrine, will be 
{till more offenſive. But ſhall I deſiſt on theſe conſi- 
derations ? ſhall Il accommodate the ſtandard doctrines 
of heaven to the depraved taſte of the age; or be ſo- 
licitous to make them ſquare with the favourite ſchemes 
of human device, only to avoid creating diſguſt in 
ſome minds? No, verily: I preach what unerring 
wiſdom has revealed, not what capricious man has 
dreamed, (ap! yap «-bporvs cike, re, ;) and therefore dare 
not vary one jot or tittle from my high orders. My bu- 
ſineſs is principally to pleaſe God by a faithful diſcharge 
of my commiſſion, not to ingratiate myſelf with men, 
by modelling my doctrine in conformity to their hu- 
mours; (tro avipurog A, 3) and therefore I mult, I 
muſt deliver it, juſt as I received it. 

But why do I offer to illuſtrate theſe texts? Your 
own meditations, I perſuade myſelf, will diſcern, 
much more clearly than I can repreſent, that the com- 
pilers of our articles are no other than the echo of St 
Paul : or rather that they only ſet their ſeal to the doc- 
trines of Chriſt, which he taught ; and approve that 
verdict of heaven which he has brought in. This con- 
ſideration will acquit them from the charge of harſh- 
neſs of expreſſion, or uncharitableneſs of ſentiment. 

Your objections thus proceed. I believe that every 
one will be ſaved, who acts up to the beſt of his know- 
ledge.—l almoſt durſt venture to join iſſue with my 
friend upon this footing; and undertake to prove, from 
this very poſition, the univerſal neceſſity of believin 
in Chriſt for ſalvation. Becauſe, I think, it is indiſ- 
putably certain, that there 1s no man living, who has 
in all points acted up to his knowledge: and if he has 
ſwerved, in any initance, from his known acknow- 
ledged duty, how ſhall he eſcape puniſhment, with- 
out an atonement ? Video meliora proboque, deteriora ſe- 

vor, is what the moſt vigilant and upright of mortals 
On at ſome unhappy moments, felt to be true. If 


ſo, how ſhall they ſtand before that righteous God, 
who will not acquit the guilty, without an intereſt in 
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the great expiation ?—But, I preſume, your propoſi- 
tion is to be taken in a more qualified ſenſe ; it means, 
that thoſe who ſincerely, though not perfectly, in the 
main courſe of their life, and as far as the infirmities 
of a frail nature admit, act up to their knowledge ; 
that theſe ſhall be ſaved, even without their applica- 
tion to the merits of a Saviour. 
true, I own, it muſt be very unſafe to ſubſcribe our 
articles. 


ſent themſelves every day, every hour. 
Heathens, who lie under unavoidable and irremed1- 


unſearchable wiſdom and 
uncovenanted mercies for them, which we know no- 


of eterna 
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If this opinion be 


When this point is in diſpute, I apprehend, we are 


to confine it to thoſe who live in a goſpel-land, where 


opportunities of knowing the good will of God pre- 
As for the 


able ignorance of the bleſſed Jeſus, they are out of the 
queſtion. They, I think, ſhould be remitted to God's 
oodneſs. There may be 


thing of. It ſeems to be a daring and unjuſtihable 
raſhneſs, for us to determine one way or the other, 
with regard to their final ſtate. This, however, 1s 
plain from the oracles of revelation, that it will be 
more tolerable for thoſe poor Gentiles in the day of 
eternal judgment, than for thoſe inexcuſable infidels, 
who have heard and diſobeyed the glorious goſpel. — 


The controverſy then concerns thoſe only, who have 


the Bible in their hands, or the voice of the preacher 
ſounding in their religious aſſemblies every ſabbath- 
day. Theſe, dear Sir, I cannot think will inhert fal- 
vation, though they act with ever ſo much ſincerity, 
according to their knowledge, unleſs they add to their 
knowledge, faith. 
Perhaps, what we call their knowledge, is no bet- 
ter than downright and wilful ignorance: the light 
that is in them is darkneſs. Perhaps, they never took 
any pains to get themſelves informed in the glorious 
peculiarities of the goſpel. It ſo, their conduct is one 
continued diſobedience to the divine commands, which 
require us to ſeek for wiſdom as for hid treaſures ; which 
charge us to ſearch the ſcriptures r as narrowly, 
as induſtriouſly, as the ſportſman ſearches every ſpot 
of ground, beats every tuft of graſs, in order to ſtart 
the latent game. In this caſe, what we call their Know- 
ledge, is really blindneſs itſelf; and their want of true 
knowledge cannot be their plea, becauſe it is evident- 
ly their neglect and their ſin. ; 
But ſuppoſe theſe perſons have ſearched the ſcrip- 
turcs, and yet are perſuaded, that there is no ſuch 
need of a Saviour's merits. Shall we condemn them 
in theſe circumſtances ?—We do not preſume to fit as 
their Juoges, or to ſcatter at our pleaſure the thunders 
vengeance ; we only declare, what ſentence 
is paſſed upon them by the ſupreme Diſpenſer of life 
and death. He has made it an adjudged caſe, he has 
pafſed it into an irrepealable law, That whoſo believeth 
not in the Son of God, whoſoever perverſely perſiſts in 
ſeeking ſome other method of ſalvation, and will not 
fly to that Redeemer whom infinite Wiſdom has ſet 
forth for a propitiation, this man is condemned already. 
Will it be ſaid, That a man cannot help affent- 
ing to what he is thoroughly perſuaded to be right ? 
And if a Deiſt from his very ſoul believes, that mo- 
rality alone is the way to lite; and that the notion 
of a Redeemer, to make ſatisfaction, and procure 
Juſtification, is a religious chimera ; ſhall we blame 
uch a one for following the genuine dictates of his 
mind ?—I anſwer, ſtill I anſwer, That we muſt abide 
by the determinations of that ſovereign God, whoſe 
judgment we are ſure is according to truth. He has 
ſaid, nor can all the cavils and ſophiſtry in the world 


— ſuperſede the decree, He that beheveth not, ſhall be 
damned. Be not ſhocked, Sir, at the ſeeming ſeve- 


rity of the doom. Rather let us be ſhocked, be great- 
ly aſtoniſhed, at the prodigious hardineſs of thoſe 
more tnan ſteely hearts, which can attend te ſuch ter- 
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rors of the Lord, and not he pcrſuaded + 
Chriſt; nay, what is enough to make h 
earth horribly amazed, can hear of theſe t 
yet regard them no more than a puff of 
Nor will it extenuate the crime of unbel 
in behalf of the infidel, that he is actuall ; 
in his own conſcience, that his ſentinnitts ape rig 
He may be ſo; and yet be inexcuſably guilty 4 
withſtanding : for is it not owing to his own "ary 
that he has imbibed ſuch ſentiments? ls it not him — 
his own criminal miſconduct, that he has e. 
ſuch a perverſe habit of thinking? Has he not g, 
ged ſoine darling vice, which has clouded his erw 
anding? Or inſtead of obeying the great uud 
of heaven, This is my beloved Sen, ar ye hin 
has he not attended ſolely to the arguings, dedudtion! 
and diſcernment of his own reaſon, as his only re 
to heavenly truth? A drunkard verily thinks 0 he 
thinks at ail), that he does nobly in committing inſult 
on quiet harmleſs people. But will his bare thinkin 
that he acts gallantly, acquit him at the bar of equity} 
Perhaps, in his preſent condition, he cannot help 1 
cying, that his astions are becoming, and that he 
does well to be turbulent and outrageous ; but thou 
he cannot help the effect, might he not have avoided 


0 come to 
caven and 
errors, and 
empty air. 

lf, » to alle @ 


the cauſe of his phrenzy ? Methinks, this compuiſon 


will hold good, it applied to the cafe of many ſcom- 
ers of the goſpel; who think contemptuoully of [ejy 
Chritt, and who really apprehend they do nothing 1. 
miſs in depretiating his obedience and death. But! 
fear, they have brought upon themſelves this deplo- 
rable delir:um or intoxication of their underſtandin 
either by voluptuouſneſs and debauchery, or elſe b 
ſelf-conceit, and the moſt odious arrogance of mind, 
which, in the eſtimate of the Holy One of Ie, is 10 
better than ſpiritual idolatry. ; 

For my part, I am aſſured, that God has vouchs 
ſafed us the means of obtaining the knowledge of hin- 
ſelf, and of Jeſus Chriſt, whom he hath ſent; it is e- 
qually certain, that he has commanded us to acquaint 
ourſelves with him, and be at peace; it is no leſs un- 
deniable, that whoſoever ſeeks this ineſtimable know. 
ledge, by a diligent application to the ſcriptures, by 
a child-like dependence on the teachings of the divine 
Spirit, by humble prayers to be led into all truth, and 
by doing the will of God, ſo far as he is acquainted 
with it, —whoſoever ſeeks, by uſing theſe means, ſhall 
find, ſhall come to the knowledge of the truth, and 
be ſaved. If therefore perſons are ſo negligent, as not 
to uſe theſe methods ; ſo audacious, as to contemn 
them; ſo haughty, as to imagine they have no need 
of them; they may juſtly be given over to their own 
deluſions, and yet be moſt righteouſly puniſhed as fur 
cides of their ſouls. | 

But ſtill it is pleaded in vindication of the good-na- 
tured, civilized infidel, That there is no turpitude in 
his life; that his behaviour is every way irreproach- 
able.—As to the turpitude of his life, when compa- 
red with the converſation of other men, I have no- 
thing to ſay : but ſurely, there is the higheſt iniquity 


in his principles and conduct, when compared witl 


the revealed will of God ; which is the only criterion 
of truth, the only ſtandard of excellence. God ha 
commanded all men to honour the Son, even as they 
honour the Father; but theſe people proteſt again 
the divine edict, and ſay, with thoſe inſolent ſubjects 
in the goſpel, We will not have this Jeſus to reign o, 
ver us. God has ſolemnly declared, That all mankind 
are become guilty before him; that by the works 0 
the moral law, no fleſh living ſhall be juſtified ; that 
there is no Mediator between God and men, but the 
man Chriſt jeſus; but theſe people maintain, in det. 
ance of this declaration, that they themſelves are able 
to make up matters with their offe ded Creato”, a! 
can, by their own honeſt behaviour, ſecure 2 title ts 
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laſting felicity. God, of his ſuperabundant and 
evernceivably-rich goodneſs, has given his Son, his 
only Son to ſuffer agonies, to ſhed blood, to lay down 
an inſinitely-· precious life for them; yet theſe people, 
lie thoſe impious wretches that crucified the Lord of 
lory, deride his agomes, trample upon his blood, 
5 though he has redeemed them, they ſpeak lies a- 
int him *. — Let us ſee then a little part of the evi- 
Tence ſummed up againſt the ſpirit of unbelief. It 
implies ſtubbornneſs, which is as the {in of witchcraft; 
rebellion, which is as iniquity and idolatry : it implies 
the moſt aſſuming pride, which is an abomination to 
the Lord: it imphes che vileſt ingratitude, even amidſt 
the moſt unbounded beneficence; and the voice of na- 
ture has proclaimed, Ingratum ſi dixeris, omnia dixeris. 
—Let the impartial conſiderer decide, whether the 
heart of theſe perſons be right before God; or whe- 
ther their conduct, when brought to the teſt of that 
word which is to judge them at the laſt day, be ſo 
unblameable as is frequently pretended. 

Enough has been ſaid of the two firſt points; I fear, 
more than enough to fatigue your attention. How- 
ever, I now draw in the reins, and promiſe not to put 
your patience upon doing ſuch tedious penance any 

ore. 

"There is another expreſſion in the paragraph rela- 
ting to the 18th article, which, ſince you expect my 
undiſguiſed opinion, I cannot diſmiſs without a re- 
mark. When the ſcriptures ſay, that men ſhall be ſa- 
ved through the name of Chriſt, you ſuppoſe, Sir, they 
mean, that Chriſt made a general atonement for ori- 
ginal ſin.— Whereas, I apprehend, that ſuch texts im- 
port abundantly, I had almoſt faid infinitely more. 
Thus much, I think, at leaſt they muſt amount to in 
their ſignification ; that if we are ſaved from the guilt 
of our offences, it ſhall be only through the all-ato- 
ning blood of the Lamb of God. If we are made ac- 
ceptable to that awful Majeſty who dwelleth in light 
| inacceſſible, this our juſtification ſhall be in conſidera- 
tion of the obedience and righteouſneſs of the beloved 
Son; if we obtain the Spirit of ſanctiſication, are ena- 
| bl-d to deny all ungodlineſs, and to live ſoberly, righ- 
teoully, and godlily in this preſent evil world, it hall 
be through the interceſſion of Jeſus our great High 
Prieſt, by whom alone the Holy Ghoſt is vouchſafed 
to unworthy polluted finners. All this I take to be 
included in that word, of moſt rich and comprehen- 
five meaning, ſalvation ; and ſince it is affirmed, that 
ve are ſaved by Chriſt, I ſhould think, it muſt ſignify, 
that we obtain all theſe glorious and invaluable bene- 
fits through that all-ſufficient Mediator. 

As to Chriſt's making an atonement for original ſin, 
| that ſurely was but one ſingle branch of his important 
| undertaking: Wo, wo be to the inhabitants of the 
earth, if he did no more. Our actual fins, the fins of 
our heart, the ſins of our life, our ſins of omiſſion and 
| lins of commiſſion; and all theſe fins, which are more in 
number than the hairs of our head, heavier with hor- 
nd aggravations than the ſand of the ſea, he bore 
in his own body on the tree. He was wounded for 
our offences; he was bruiſed for our tranſgreſſions ; 
and the Lord laid on him (not only the innate depra- 


LI can . yy „ r ̃ ͤ ‚»ę: Ä ͤ——— . — w EE... 4 


n ; 

; Vity, but) the actual iniquities of us all. 

, Your hext objection lies againſt the 13th article, 
i namely, Works done before the grace of Chriſt, are 
: not acceptable to God :—Is the meaning of this tenet, 
. you alk, that men are made with a natural incapacity 
0 of doing any thing but ſinful actions I anſwer, this 


not ſo properly the meaning of the article, as a 

molt cogent reaſon to eſtabliſh it. Only let it be ſtated 
3 little more clearly, and it is no inconſiderable argu- 
ent in proof of the doctrine. Men were not made 
7 their Creator with this incapacity, but they have 
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lation of our low capacities. 


"th 
brought it upon themſelves by their own fault. By 
their original fin they have contracted a moſt miſerable 
depravity, and have made themſelves et war even ayntor 
«#01, Since therefore we can do no good work, be- 
fore we are renewed by the grace of Chriſt, it ſeems 
to follow, that we can do no work acceptable to God, 
till this renovation take place.—This, you obſerve, does 
not ſeem ſo agreeable to NR as one could wiſh.— 
Worthy Sir, our notions of charity are not to be the 
rule of the divine acceptance either of perſons or things. 
It the doctrine be agreeable to the declarations of un- 
crring wiſdom, we are to admit it with all readineſs, 
and rather conclude, that we miſtake the nature 
of charity, than that the ſcripture miſtakes the terms 
of the Almighty's acceptance and favour. —You know, 
Sir, it is the expreſs voice of ſcripture, that without 
faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God ; and till the 
Spirit of Chriſt he ſhed abroad in the ſoul, it poſ- 
ſeſſes no ſuch ſacred principle as true faith. Alt is a fa- 
vourite apophthegm of our divine Maſter's, That a cor- 
rupt tree cannot bring forth good fruit. And are not all 
that ſpring from the ſtock of fallen Adam, corrupt 
trees, until they are ingrafted into the true olive-tree, 
and partake of his meliorating and generous juices ?— 
Iſhall only mention one more ſcriptural oracle; an oracle 
delivered not from De/phos, no, nor from mount Sinai, 
but immediately from heaven itſelf: This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. I have always 
thought theſe words are to be taken in an excluſive 
ſenſe; as though the everlaſting Father had ſaid, I am 
well pleaſed with the apoſtate race of Adam, only as they 
are reconciled through my beloved Son : unintereſted 
in him, no perſons are the objects of my complacen- 
cy; unrecommended by him, no tions are the ſub- 
ject of my approbation. If this be the genuine ſenſe 
of the paſſage, it will ſerve at once to confirm the ar- 
ticle, and to obviate the objection derived from the 
deficiency, and remains of pollution, that cleave even 
to the performances of a believer. 
am glad you have ſatisſied yourſelf with relation 
to the article, which touches upon predeſtination and 
election. Theſe are ſublime points, far above the ſo- 
But, for my part, Iam 
no more ſurpriſed,” that ſome revealed truths ſhould a- 
maze my underitanding, than that the blazing ſun ſhould 
dazzle my eyes. That ſuch things are mentioned in 
the inſpired writings as real facts, is undeniable. I 
ſhould renounce my very reaſon, if I did not believe 
what Omniſcience atteſts, even though it ſhould imply 
what is altogether inexplicable by my ſcanty concep- 
tions. And why thould the incaverned mole, whoſe 
dwelling is in darkneſs, whoſg light is but a ſmall re- 
move from blindneſs, why ſhould ſuch a poor animal 
wonder, that it cannot dart its eye through unnumber- 
ed worlds, or take in at a glance the valt ſyſtem of the 
univerſe ? | 
Your ſenſe of the 2oth article is exactly mine. The 

authority you mention, is, in my opinion, all the 
authority which the church, the rulers and governors of 
the church, can reaſonably claim, or regularly exerciſe, 
in matters relating to faith. Theſe rulers have power, 
as you juſtly obſerve, to ſettle, in conformity with 
what they conclude to be the meaning of ſcripture, 
the nature and extent of their own creed ; and none, 
I think, can fairly deny them a right to determine, 
what points of belief ſhall be the indiſpenſable terms 
of enjoying communion with their ſociety. But as 
for I know not what privilege of interpreting ſcripture, 
in ſuch a manner, as that it ſhall be contumacy to exa- 
mine, before we credit, or heterodoxy and hereſy to 
controvert their expoſition ; this is an authority which 
I cannot allow to any man, or body of men, now 
in the world. At this rate our faith would be built 
upon the deciſions of the church, not on the deter- 
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* minations of the inſpired word; and, conſequently, briefly the moſt material of Mr Tomkings's 


be not of God, but of men. 

Could I have imagined when I ſet pen to paper, that 
it would have run ſuch extravagant lengths! Bear 
with my prolixity, dear Sir, and excuſe my freedom; 
or rather, if I have ſaid any thing in too tree a ſtyle, 
you mult charge it upon your own condeſcenſion and 
candour, which have emboldened me to deliver my 
ſentiments without the leaſt cloak or reſerve. 

But I muſt not, I dare not, cloſe, without acting as 
becomes a miniſter of the goſpel ; without remindiag 
my valuable friend, that the inſpiration of the Al nigh- 
ty giveth wiſdom; that a man can receive nothing nuch 
leſs an acquaintance with the myſteries of the Redeem- 
er's kingdom, unleſs it be given him from above. 
To this Fountain of wiſdom, and Farher of lights, let 
us make humble, carneſt, daily application. Then 
{hall we ſee the things that belong to our peace, and, 
as it is moſt emphatically expreſled by the ſacred pen- 
man, know the truth as it is in Jeſus.—I am, Oc. 
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Dear Sir, Weſton-Favell, Fan. 10. 1745 6. 


OW arduous, and how momentous, is the taſk 
you have aſſigned me! A ſenſe of its difliculty 
and importance almoſt deterred me from venturing 
ſo much as to attempt it. A cordial friendſhip inſti- 
gated, and a conſciouſneſs of my own incapacity 
checked, for ſome time, my fluctuating mind. At 
length the bias inclined to the fide of the former; my 
reluctance, urged by the requeſt of a friend, gives 
way; and now I am fully determined. — Determined, 
to what? To enter the hits againſt the adverſartes of 
the Trinity ? More particularly to appear as the cham- 
pion for the perſonality and divinity of the Holy Ghoſt ? 
With a view of reſting the grand debate on the dex- 
terity of this pen? No; Sir, I form no ſuch roman- 
tic ſchemes; I renounce any ſuch undertaking ; I am 
only determined to lay before you the thoughts which 
have occurred, ſince I have received your laſt letter; 
and this, on the condition of having them returned to 
the ſecrecy of my cloſet, after you have paſſed your 
judgment, and beſtowed your corrections upon them. 
In managing this controverſy, ſhall I fay ? or ra- 
ther in purſuing this inquiry, it behoves us humbly 
to pg to the great Father of lights for direction. 
They ſhall all be taught of God, ſays the prophet; 
this promiſe we ſhould humbly plead at the throne of 
grace, and, in chearful dependence on its accompliſh- 
ment, proceed to examine, with a modeft and re- 
yerential awe, the myſterious points before us. Who- 
ever rejects this key, and yet hopes to be admitted in- 
to the treaſures of heavenly knowledge, acts altoge- 
ther as imprudent a part, as if he ſhould expect to at- 
tain a maſterly {kill in mathematics, and at the ſame 
time neglect to inform himſelf of the firſt principles 
of that admired ſcience. When a divine perſon is the 
object of our conlideration, then ſurely it becomes us, 
ina more eſpecial manner, not to lean to our own under- 
ſanding, but, like little children, to rely on the teach- 
ings of that all- wiſe Spirit, whoſe nature, dignity, 
and attributes, we would devoutly contemplate.—You 
will, perhaps, take notice, that I anticipate what is to 
be proved; and take it for granted, that the Holy 
Ghoſt is indeed God. I would only obſerve from this 
remark, how naturally we wilh, how almoſt unavoid- 
ably we conclude, that perlon to be really God, who 
is appointed to lead us into all truth. 

Let us now, Sir, if you pleaſe, addreſs ourſelves to 
the inquiry, whether the Holy Spirit is a real perſon, 
—-whether that perſon 1s very God?—and, theſe par- 
ticulars being diicutled, it may be proper to examine 
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obig; 
But to whom, to what ſhall we apply, Jedtions_ 
find the ſatisfaction we ſeek? To reafon, and h 
naked unaſſiſted dictates? Hardly can reaſon a4 
_ b : . gueſs q. 
rizht with rclation to the things that are betore 
eyes; much leſs can ſhe determine, with any certain, 3 
concerning the unſearchable depths of the divine 'Y, 
ture, thoſe = 8:% 70%, We have in the word of 20 
lation an infallible oracle. To this let us direct 4 
tcarch. To the deciſion of this unerring ſtandard 1 * 
us inviolably adhere; however it may ſurpaſs % et 
comprehenſion, or run counter to our fond prepoſſec 
ſions. N 

Here we may poſſibly aſk, Is not the Spirit of God 
by a common metonymy, put for God himſelf — 
own I have ſometimes been inclined to heſitate on thi 
queſtion. When it is faid, My Spirit ſhall ng 
always ſtrive with man, and, Grieve not the Hol 
Spirit of God; I have never thought theſe paſſa 2 
ſufficient proof of the perſonality of the bleſſed Spirit 
though (if I miſtake not) commonly urged in ſub. 

ort of the doctrine. Theſe, I apprehend, might far. 
ly be interpreted of grieving God himſelf, and reſiſ. 
ing the tender gracious overtures of his mercy. Con. 
formably to that parallel form of ſpeech, where it is 
ſaid by the inſpired writer, Paul's ſpirit was Trieved 
i. e. without all diſpute, Paul himſelf was inwardly 
afſlicted. 

Again; perhaps, the Spirit of the Lord may be no- 
thing more than a particular modification or exerciſe 
of a divine power reſident in the Deity. For inſtance 
when it is ſaid, in the prophetic language, Not by 
might, nor by force, but by my Spirit, faith the Lord; 
or by the evangelical hiſtorian, The Holy Ghoſt wx 
upon him. Are not theſe texts nearly equivalent, in 
point of ſignification, to thoſe ſcriptural expreſſions, 
The right hand of the Lord bringeth mighty things to 
pal, The inſpiration of the Almighty giveth under: 

anding ? Is not this the meaning of the former pa- 
ſage, Not mortal ſtrength, but God's omnipotent aid 
giveth victory in the battle, and ſucceſs in every un- 
dertaking ; and this the import of the latter, The 
communications of infinite wiſdom enlightened his 
mind in an extraordinary manner ? 

Were there no other ſcriptures which concerned 
themſelves in this debate, I ſhould be ready to giveup 
the point. But there are ſeveral, which moſt ſtrong- 
ly imply the perſonality of the Holy Ghoſt, though 
they may not aſſert it in politive terms. It is true, 
we meet with no ſuch term as perſonality in facred 
writ ; but if we find the thing ſignified, it is in eflect 
the ſame. No one can ſhew me the word reſurrection 
in the whole Pentateuch, but will any one preſume to 
maintain, that this doctrine is not to be proved from 
the books of My/es * Our Lord's famous reply to tie 
enſnaring interrogatory of the Sadducees, mult for e- 
ver ſilence ſuch a Lal Bol And this we may further 
learn from his method of arguing, that it is not only 
proper, but our duty, to deduce truths, by fair col- 
ſequences, which the text may not explicitly ſpeak. 

Be pleaſed, Sir, toconſiderthe apoſtolical benediction, 
The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love af 
God, and the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be with 
you all. If we allow the apoſtle to underſtand the 

true import of language, mult it not follow from tlus 
paſſage, that the Holy Spirit is a real perſon, and diſtind 
from the Father and the Son? Otherwiſe, would not 
the ſacred writer, ought not the ſacred writer, to have 
expreſſed himſelf in a different manner; to have fa 
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other text of this nature: In the name of the Fathef 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, It 8 c, 
dent; I believe, it is allowed by all, that the two 
are real diſtin& perſons; and is there not equal reale 


rather, The fellowſhip of his, or the fellowſhip ot 
their ſpirit ?—The form of adminiſtering baptiſin 15 u. 
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peaking of this divine Being. 


LET, XXIV. 


to conclude, that the laſt- mentioned is a perſon allo ? 
Suppoſe you ſhould endeavour to diſtinguiſh three 

Mons in your diſcourſe, What other language would 
ou uſe than this ?—l dare fay, Sir, you are ſenſible, 
that one ſcripture- proof, if plain in its ſigniſication, 
inconteſtable in its evidence, is as valid, as deciſive 
4 one thouſand; becauſe one ſuch proof bears the 
ſtamp of infallible wiſdom and infinite veracity, There- 
fore, was there no other hint in all the inſpired volumes, 
put theſe pregnant words which compoie the form of 
baptiſm, this lingle proof would be ſufficiently ſatiſ- 
factory to my judgment. 

| ſhall take leave to refer you to a few more evi- 
gences, and tranſcribe only the following: There are 
three that Lear witneſs in heaven, the Father, the Lo- 
os, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three. are one. 
But this, we are told, is a ſurreptitious text; foilted 
hy the bigotted eſpouſers of a certain favourite ſet of 
gogrines.— The only reſource this of our oppoſers, 
when their caſe becomes deſperate, when conviction 
galhes in their faces; when every other ſubterfuge 
Gils ; then the pretence of ſpurious, and interpolated 
reading is trumped up. It is not to be found, they 
cry, in ſome very ancient copy; perhaps, the Alexan- 
ine MS. acknowledges no ſuch paſſage. But this I 
muſt be allowed to queſtion : I dare not take our ad- 
verſaries bare word; eſpecially, ſince ſome of the de- 
clared enemies of orthodoxy are not the moſt exem- 
plary for truth and integrity. However, granting that 
there may be no ſuch text 1n the Alexandrine Mo. for 
my part, I ſhould not icruple to abide by the untver— 
fl teſtimony of all editions, in all countries, much 
rather than to give up myſelf implicitly to the autho- 
rity of a ſingle MS. I ſhould think it much more rea- 
{nable to conclude, that the tranſcriber of that par- 
ticular copy, had, through overſight, dropt ſome ſen- 
tence, rather than to charge all the other copies with 
forgery, and the editions of all ages with a groſs miſ- 
take. Conſider, Sir, not only the apparent difficulty, 
but the moral impoſſibility of corrupting the ſacred 
books in that palpable manner, which this objection 
would infinuate ; at a time when every private Chri- 
ſtiz valued them more than life, and ſpent no day 
without a diligent contemplation of them ; at a time, 


and 


| when each particular fect read them conſtantly in their 
| public aſſemblies, and watched over the genuineneſs 
| of each text with a moſt jealous eye. 


Would it be 
an eaſy matter to introduce a ſuppoſititious clauſe into 
an ordinary will, after it had been ſolemnly proved at 


Dactors Commons, and one authentic copy preterved in 


the archives? If this is ſcarce poſſible, how. much more 
unlikely is it, that any one ſhould be able to practiſe 
ſo iniquitouſly upon the inſpired writings, when not 
one only, but unnumbered copies were depolited in 
the moſt vigilant hands, and diſperſed throughout the 


world? 


[ ſhall only deſire you to conſult thoſe other ſcrip- 


$ tures, Rom. xv. 16. 30. John xvi. 13. 14. 15. which, 


whithout heaping together a multitude of other 
proots, ſeem to put the matter beyond all rational 
doubt. In the laſt of thoſe places, you will take par- 
ticular notice, that the writer ſpeaks of the Holy 
Gholt in the maſculine gender. How could this con- 
liſt with propriety of ſtyle, upon any other icheme 
than ours? The expreſſion ſhould have been it, not 


be, if the Holy Ghoſt were a divine energy alone, 


and not a real perſon. Nay, it is remarkable, that 
though ne be a neuter, yet the hiſtorian varies the 
gender, and gives us a maſculine relative, ci, , 
wen, Excorer ee Jotaous, and ON What principles can this 
rondrudtion be accounted for, or juſtified, but by al- 
. : * bo Holy Spirit to be a perſon ? This, I think, 
ON oviervation of ſome conſequence; and, there- 
ae curate Writers ſhould beware of uſing the 
'ord zt, and rather chuſe the pronoun him, when 


No XXV. 


A CC EH LI VE T1 ON 


bn L ST. r 573 


The mention of divine Being reminds me of our ſe- 
cond ſubjett of inquiry, viz. Whether the Holy Ghoſt is 
very God: Here I ſhould be glad to know, what kind 
or degree of evidence will ſatisty theinquirers. If we are 
ſo far humble and impartial as to prefer the declarations 
of an unerring word, tothe preconceptionsofour mind; 
I think, there is molt ſufticient proof afforded by the ſcri p- 
tures. Whereas, if we bring not theſe diſpoſitions to the 
ſearch, it will be no wonder, if we are bewildered ; if 
we are given up to our own dcluſions ; nay, it will be 
no incredible, no unprecedented thing, 2 God to 
hide theſe myſteries from ſuch (in their own opinion) 
wiſe and prudent ones, white he reveals them to (men 
endued with the ſimplicity and teachableneſs of) babes. 

Is that Being truly God, who is poſſeſſed of divine 
attributes? This queſtion, I imagine, every body will 
anſwer in the aflirmative. So that if it appears, that 
the Holy Ghoſt is inveſted with the incommunicable 
attributes of the Deity, our aflent will be won, and 
our diipute at an end. ls it not the prerogative of the 
all-ſeeing God, to ſearch the heart, and try the reins ? 
Fer. xvii. lo. and is not this the undoubted prerogative 
of the blefied Spirit? 1 Cor. ii. 10,—ls eternity an attri- 
bute of God, and of God only? Deut. xxxiil. 27. » ww 
Re eben, I Tim. vi. 16. This is clearly the property 
of the Holy Ghoſt, who is ſtyled by the author of the 
epiſtle to the Hebrews, The eternal Spirit, Heb. ix. 14. 
ls wiſdom, underived, eſſential wiſdom, a charac- 
ter of God, called by the apoltle uber rage Droc, Fude 2 5.? 
This is the illuſtrious character of the Holy Ghoſt, 
He is the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation, £ph. i. 17. 
In conſequence of which ſacred excellency, he is able 
to lead his people into all truth.—Is Omnipreſence a 
neceſſary proof of Divinity? If fo, the Holy Ghoſt 
challenges it upon this claim; for thus ſaith the in— 
ſpired poct, Whither ſhall IJ go then from thy ſpirit ? 
P/jal.cxxxix. Is Omnipotence a ſuſlicient atteſtation 
of the Godhead of the Holy Ghoſt? He that enableth 
mortals to control the powers, to alter the courſe, to 
ſuperſede the fundamental laws of nature; can he be 
leſs than the Lord God almighty? Yet St Paul de- 
clares, that his ability to work all manner of aſtoniſh- 
ing miracles, for the confirmation of his miniſtry, was 
imparted to him by the Spirit, Rom. xv. 19.—lIt any 
farther proof is demanded, be pleaſed to conlider, with 
an unpreudiced attention, that very memorable paſ- 
ſage, Matth. xii. 31. 32. Surely, from an attentive 
conſideration of this text, we muſt be conſtrained to 
acknowledge, that the Holy Ghoſt is ſtrictly and pro- 
perly God. Otherwiſe, how could the ſin againſt him 
be of ſo enormous a nature, ſo abſolutely unpardon- 
able, and the dreadful cauſe of inevitable ruin ?—St 
Paul, in his firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, (vi. 19.), ad- 
dreſſes his converts with this remarkable piece of 
inſtruction, Your body is the temple of the Holy Ghoſt, 
The ſame apoſtle, writing to the fame believers, in his 
ſecond epiltle, (vi. 16.), has the owing expreſſion, 
Ye are the temples of the living God. Who can com- 
pare theſe texts, and yet be ſo hardy as deliberately 
to deny, that the Holy Ghoſt and the living God are 
one and the ſame? Belides, if theſe two ſcriptures, 
viewed in conjunction with each other, did not aſcer- 
tain the Divinity of the bleſſed Spirit, the very pur- 
port of the expreſſion, Ye are temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt, ſufficiently evinces it. It 1s certain, that the 
very eſſence of a temple, or, to ſpeak in the terms of 
the logician, the differentia conſtitutiva of a temple, 
conſiſts in the reſidence of a Deity. The inhabitation 
of the higheſt created Being cannot conſtitute a tem- 
ple ; nothing but the indwelling of the one infinite, 
almighty Lord God. Since, therefore, the indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit renders the bodies of Chriſtians 
temples; it ſeems to be a clear cafe, that he is truly 
God.—Another text, a text never omitted when this 
point is under debate, and a text, in my opinion, ſingly 
ſuflicient to give a final deciſion to the doubt, is in 
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Acts v. 3. 4. where the perſon ſtiled ay» ww in one 
verſe, is expreſsly declared to be e in the next. 
Now, can we imagine, that an evangeliſt, under the 

ndance of unerring wiſdom, could write with ſuch 
unaccountable inaccuracy as the deniers of this article 
muſt maintain? Were this ſuppoſition admitted, I 
ſhould almoſt begin to queſtion the inſpiration of the 
facred books. At this rate, they would ſeem calcu- 
lated to confound the judgment, and elude the com- 
mon ſenſe of the readers. For to ſpeak ſo frequent- 
ly of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Gholt,—to 
ſpeak in ſuch language as we always uſe in dittinguith- 
ing various perſons, to aſcribe to them leverally tuch 
attributes as, by univerſal acknowledgment, comport 
only with the ſupreme God,—nay, to call each per- 
ſon by himſelf, diſtinctly, expreſsly to call each per- 
ſon God and Lord ;—1ure, if, after all theſe declara- 
tions, there be not three perſons in the one, incom- 
prehenlible Goduead ; if each of theſe illuſtrious per- 
ſons be not very God ;—what can we ſay, but that 
the ſcriptures are inconſiſtent and ſelt- contradictory 
pieces ?—So that, upon the whole, we are reduced to 
this dilemma, either to admit this abſurd and impious 
charge upon the ſcriptures; or elſe to acknowledge 
the perſonality and divinity of the three perions in the 
adorable Trinity. 

But, perhaps, a curious genius, that has been ac- 
cuſtomed to enter deep into the rationale of things 
that thinks it beneath a ſagacious inquirer to credit, 
unleſs he can co nprchend, —fuch a genius may alk, 
with a kind of amazement, How can theie things be:? 
Here pretend to give no ſatisfaction. Here I con- 
feſs myſelf at a lols. I cannot conceive how the prin- 
ciple of gravitation acts, or what conſtitutes the power 
of attraction. It I cannot penetrate the hidden qua- 
lities of a thouſand common obje-ts, that daily pretent 
themſelves to my ſenſes; no wonder, that I ihould be 
unable to unravel the awtul ſecrets of the divine na- 
ture; no wonder that I thould be incapable of finding 
out to perfection that infinite Majelty, who dwells in 
light inacceſſible. Since the ro wa: is attelted by a 
multitude ot witnefles trom ſcripture, let us be con- 
ten to wait for the , till this groſs interpoling 
c-ad of flech and mortality flee away; until that 
hippy hour arrives, that delirable ſtate commence, 
Men we {hall no longer ſee through a glats darkly, 
but ſhall know even as we are known, 

I ſhould now proceed, according to the ability which 
the great ſource of wiſdom may pleaſe to beſtow, to 
examine Mr Tomtins's Calm Inquiry ; but this is what 
my time, claimed by a variety of other engagements, 
will not permit; and what, I preſume, you yourſelf, 
tired already by a tedious epiitle, will very readily ex- 
cuſe. Hereafter, it you inſitt upon my executing the 
plan, laid down in the beginning of this paper, I will 
communicate my remarks (ſuch as they are) relatin 
to the forementioned treatiie, with all that chea 
compliance, and unreſerved openneſs, which may moſt 
emphatically beipeak me, dear Sir, 
| Yours, c. 


L EF T E R HV. 


Weſton-Favell, Feb. 9. 1745-6. 


anks to you, dear Sir, for your kind wiſhes. 
Bleſſed be the divine providence, I am now able 
to inform you, that what you wiſh is accompliſhed. 
I have had one of the moſt agreeable loſſes I ever met 


with; I have loſt my indiſpoſition, and am, in a man- 


ner, well. 

I ſend herewith the poem on Chriſtianity. The 
other hooks, which you have been pleaſed to lend me, 
will follow by the firſt opportunity. I read Mr Hob- 
ſon's performance with eagerneſs and delight. What 
is wrote by a valuable friend, has a kind of ſecret un- 
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accountable charm. It may not be preferable to oth 
compoſitions, yet, methinks, it pleaſes more. 5 
I congratulate you, Sir, and my country, 


. on the 

good news received from the north. H 
like Stackhouſe's hiſtory of the Bible? 1 22 
0 


has one advantage, ſuperior to all the hiſt 
world; That the facts he relates are m 
for their antiquity, more admirable for t 
and more important on account of thei 
fulneſs. I have often thought, that the ſcripture ; 
finely calculated to furniſh out the moſt exquiſite 0 
tertainment to the imagination, from thoſe three 4 
cipal ſources mentioned by Mr Addiſon, the Gre is 
Beautiful, and the New. But what is this comp; 
with that infinitely-noble benefit, to impart which z 
their profeſſed deſign ; the benefit of making us wik 
to ſalvation, of making us partakers of a divine | 
ture ?—l am, &c. = 


orians of the 
ore venerahle 
heir grandeur 
r univerſal uſe. 


— 


ET 


Dear Sir, Weſton- Favell, Feb. 11. 17456, 


| Received your ticket ſome time ago, in which you 

deſire me to conſider ſome particular paſlages of 
ſcripture. After an afflictive indiſpoſition, which 
confined me to my room ſeveral days, I have exani. 
ned the texts you allege. They relate, 1 find, to thit 
grand queſtion, which has lately been the ſubject of 
our debate, the Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt —] 
could have wiſhed, that the controverſy had been 
brought to a ſatisfactory and happy iſſue. Very un- 
willing to engage in it a ſecond time, I muſt beg lee 
to ue for my Bene deceſſt, and reſign the management 
of ſo important a ditpute to incon:parably more ahle 
hands.— However, in obediegce to your requeſt, / quid 
enim amicitiæ denegandum * J, I ſhall briefly lay before 
you my opinion concerning thoſe portions of inſpired 
wiſdom; and then proceed, in purſuance of my pro- 
miſe, to weigh, with calmneſs and impartiality, the 
moſt material of Mr Tom#:ns's objections. 

You obſerve, That the Father is never repreſented 
yielding obedience to Chriſt, or praying to Chrit— 
I acknowledge the truth of the remark, and align 
this clear and obvious reaſon, becauſe it was the pe- 
culiar office of the ſecond perſon of the Trinity to 
humble himſelt, to unite himſelf to fleſh and blood, 
and to be made in all things like unto us, fin only ex- 
cepted. Had not the blefled Jeſus been clothed with 
our nature, and partook of our innocent infirmities, 
we ſhould never have heard any ſuch thing, as his 
yielding obedience, or praying to another, greater 
than himſelt. This reſults not from his eſſential, but 
his aſſumed nature: nor is it at all repugnant to re 
ſon, to be inferior in one character, and at the fame 
time abſolutely equal in another. His Majeſty King 
George may be inferior to the Emperor, in the capacity 
of Elector of Hanover; he may be ſubject to the Imp*- 
rial authority, as he is a prince of the Germanic body; 
and yet equal to the moſt illuſtrious monarchs, ob- 
noxious to no earthly juriſdiction. in his nobler qui 
lity of King of Great Britain, F ance. and Ireland: 
This ſeems to be a very eaſy and natural ſolution d 
the difficulty: whereas, I think, I may venture © 
defy the niceſt metaphyſician, or the moſt acute & 

ſuiſt, to reconcile the notions of divinity and inferio 
rity. As well may contradictions be made compatible 
A God, who is inferior, is. to my apprebenlion, ? 
perfect paradox. It is neceſſarily implied in the oy 
of God, That he be, as our old tranſlation of the 
P/alms very emphatically and beautifully ſtyles * 
The Moſt Higheſt. Therefore, our Saviour, who f 
ten aſſerts his claim to Divinity, declares, as an = 
parable conſequent of this high prerogative, All thing 
which the Father hath, are i Ie the Vater” th 
iſtence inconceivable and eternal? the fame allo 
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g., Has the Father an unequalled abſolute ſupre- 
tank > ſach likewiſe hath the Son. 8 


1 ſee you have ready at hand to object, Fohn 
. 28, My Father is greater than I. Who are we to 
© deritand by the perſon I? Doubtleſs, that bein 
ho was capable of going and coming ; who was 
ſömetimes in one place, and ſometimes in another; 
o with the diſciples on earth, anon ſeparated from 
them by a tranſlation into heaven: and who can this 
de but the man Chriſt Jeſus; the human nature of our 
Redeemer ! 1 he attribute of limited locality, deter- 
mines this point with the utmoſt clearneſs; why then 
ould any one apply that property to the Godhead of 
bur bleſſed Maiter, which he himſelf fo plainly ap- 
ropriates to his manhood ? 

This text very opportunely furniſhes us with a key, 
to enter into che true meaning of your next quota- 
tion, 1 Cor. xi. 3- The head of Chriſt is God. Only 
let, St John be allowed to expound St Paul. I aſk this 
ingle conceſſion from my worthy friend, (and ſure it 
i no unreaſonable one). Let us agree to pay a greater 
geterence to the beloved diſciple's comment, than to 
Mr Pierce's paraphraſe, or the interpretation of the 
frian creed; then the tenſe will be as follows, The 
Deity is the head of the Mediator. As the members 
are conducted by the head, and ſubſervient to the 
head ; fo Chriſt Jeſus, in his human capacity, acted 
and acts in ſubordination to the Godhead ; obeying 
the ſignifications of tis will, and reterring all his ad- 
miniſtrations to his glory. This expolition, I imagine, 
the context corroborates, and the icope of the apo- 
file's arguing requires. 

As for Heb. 1. 8. 9. this text affirms, in the moſt 
expreſs terms, That Chriſt is God, o 9; ov» EO. And 
what can be a ſtronger proof of his unrivalled ſupre- 
macy and ſovereignty ?—But, perhaps, this may be 
one of thoſe places, in which, we are informed by our 
objectors, the word Gop ſigniſies no more than a king 
or ruler, conſequently, does not prove our Redeemer 
to be God in reality, and by nature; but only to be 
complimented with this appellation, in reſpect of his 
olice and  authority.—I believe, Sir, you will find, 
upon a more attentive inquiry, that this ſubtile diſ- 
tinction is contrary to the perpetual uſe of the ſcrip- 
tures. A very celebrated critic obſerves, that where- 
ever the name KLoaim (tranſlated by the apoſtle eEOz) 
is taken in an abſolute ſenſe, and reſtrained to one par- 
ticular perſon, (as it is in the paſlage before us), it con- 
ſtantly denotes the true and only God. Magiſtrates 
are indeed ſaid to be Elohim, in relation to their of- 
fice, but no one magiltrate was ever fo called; nor 
can it be ſaid, without blaſphemy, to any one of them, 
Thou art Elohim, or God. lt is alſo recorded of Mo- 
ſes, Thou ſhalt be Elohim; yet not abſolutely, but 
relatively only, a God to Pharaoh, and to Aaron, i. e. 
in God's ſtead, doing in the name of God what he 
commanded, and declaring what he revealed. —Be- 
lides, does not the apoſtle, in this very chapter, ver. 10. 
addreſs the following acknowledgment to Chriſt, 


Thou, Lord, in the beginning, halt laid the founda- 


tion of the earth and the heavens are the work of 
thy hands. And is not the work of creation the un- 
Ihareel prerogative and honour of the ſupreme God. 
This I am pretty ſure of, it is the prerogative of that 
God to whom the worſhip of the ſaints, under the 


Old Teſtament, is directed; of that God, who has 


declared himſelf jealous of his honour, and reſolves 
not to give his glory to another? Melchiſedec made 
this illuſtrious being the object of his adoration, Bleſ- 
led be the moit high God, poſleſſor of heaven and 
earth, The day is thine, and the night is thine : 
thou haſt prepared the light and the ſun; was jud- 
gcd by the pſalmiſt one of the nobleſt aſcriptions of 
Praiſe which could be made to the Deity. Jonah has 


lett us a confeſſion of his faith, and an abſtract of his 


A COLLECTION 


. 575 


devotion, in the following words; I fear the Lord, 
the God of heaven, who Fach made the ſea, and the 
dry land. Yet St Paul aſſures us, that this great 
Creator and Proprietor of heaven and earth; this ob- 


g ject of divine worſhip in all ages of the ancient church, 


18 he. Ju eavly 0, q Toimonuevor ro apapliu rwav, verſe 9 — 
Now, can we view the magnificent ſyſtem of the uni- 
verſe, the immenſity of its extent, the vaſt variety of 
its parts, the inimitable accuracy of its ſtructure, the 
perfect harmony of its motions, together with the 
aſtoniſhing energy and effects of its mechanic powers; 
can we contemplate this world of wonders, and 
with-hold ourſelves a ſingle moment from aſcribing 
the glory of incomparable wiſdom, and matchleſs per- 
fections to its Maker? Can we glance an eye, or ſtart 
a thought, through that ample field of miracles, which 
nature 1n all her ſcenes regularly exhibits, and ſtill 
conclude, that the Author of all takes too much up- 
on him, when he advances the following claim ? 


None I know 
Second to me, or like, equal much leſs. 


MiLr. 


Poſſibly, our ſceptical gentlemen are ready to re- 
ply, We are far from denying that Chriſt made the 
world ; but we ſuppoſe, that he made it only as a mi- 
niſterial being; not by any ſufficiency of his own, but 
by a power delegated to him from the infinite God- 
head. But ture the ahettors of this opinion never con- 
ſidered that emphatical paſſage, TT 37 auls, & tic a eli *, 
By whatever artful evaſion they may think to elude 
the force of the former expreſſion, I cannot ſee what 
poſſible eſcape they can contrive from the latter. It 
is plain from the philoſophical principles of an apoſtle, 
that the univerſe was formed by Chriſt as the almighty 
Artificer, for Chriſt as its final end: and is not this a 
demonſtration, that Chriſt was not a mere inſtrument, 
but the grand, glorious, ſelf. ſuſſicient agent; the Al- 
pha and Omega of all things? | 

After all that has been ſaid upon this text, will it 
be intimated, that I have been partial in my examina- 
tion of it? that the ſentence, which moſt particular- 
ly favours your opinion, and looks with the moſt 
frowning aſpect on mine, is paſſed over without no- 
tice? namely, where it is taught, That God anointed 
Chriſt with the oil of gladneſs above his fellows 4.— 
I reply, by owning, that theſe words moſt undeniably 
imply inferiority z they imply a ſtate of indigence, 
which wants ſomething it has not naturally ; a ſtate of 
impotence, which receives from another, what it cannot 
convey to itſelf. Surely, then, this clauſe muſt, accord- 
ing to all the laws of juſt interpretation, be referred to 
that nature which admitted of ſuch wants, and was ſub- 
ject to ſuch infirmities. To aſcribe it to that nature, 
which is characterized as God, would be almoſt as af- 
fronting to reaſon, as it is to the Deity.—It is farther 
obſervable, that the very expreſſion limits the ſenſe to 
that capacity of our Redeemer, in which others ſtood 
related to him as his fellows. And can this be any 
other than the human Let me add one word more, 
before 1 diſmiſs this inquiry ; ſuppoſe I was to ſhift 
ſides in the diſpute, and turn the tables upon the di- 
ſciples of Arius. Gentlemen, ſince you take ſo much 
pains to prove the inferiority of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, permit me to try, if I cannot outſhoot you 
in your own bow. I will undertake to ſhew, on 
your own principles, that he was inferior to millions 
of created beings ; for this I have the poſitive and ſure 
evidence of ſcripture, We ſee Jeſus, who was made 
2 little lower than the angels f.—Theſe gentlemen, I 
verily think, would have ſo much regard for the ho- 
nour of a perſon on whom their everlaſting all de- 
pends, as to anſwer with ſome becoming ſpirit, You 
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are, to diſtinguiſh between what our Saviour was 
made occaſionally, and what he was originally: Tho' 
his human nature was taken from a claſs of beings 
lower in dignity than the angels, yet his nobler and 
more exalted nature was greatly ſuperior to them all. 
— Now, Sir, as we mult have recourſe ſometimes to 
this diſtinction, our adverſaries themſelves being our 
judges and our precedent, why ſhould we not carry 
it along with us continually! Without it, a multi— 
tude of texts appear perplexcd in their meaning, and 
claih with other ſcriptures; with it they drop their ob- 
ſcurity, are diſentangled from their intricacy, and har- 
monize entirely with the whole tenor of ſacred writ. 
1 Cor. xv. 28. is another ſcripture pointed out tor 
conſideration. This, I confeſs, is a difficult, and ad- 
mitting it was (to me at leaſt) an unintelligible pal- 
ſage, nay, directly repugnant to my hypothelis,— 
what would be a rational procedure in this caſe? to 
renounce my faith, becaule I cannot reconcile it with 
one ſcripture, though it ſtands ſupported by a copi- 
ous multiplicity of others ? If, in debating on any que- 
ſtion, there be five hundred ayes, and but one no, I 
appeal to the conduct of the Honourable houſe of Com- 
mons, whether it be reaſonable, that the point ſhould 
be carried by the ingle negative, in oppoſition to ſo vaſt 
a majority of aſfirmatives? However, the ſtate of our 
doctrine is not ſo bad, nor this text ſo diametrically op- 
polite to it, as to deſtroy all hopes of eſtabliſhing it with 
2 nemine contradicente. The apoitle afſirms, that, at the 
conſummation of terreſtrial things, when the ſtate of 
human probation ends, and the number of the elect is 
completed, then ſhall the Son alſo himſelf be ſubject 
unto him that put all things under him ; that God 
may be all in all; i. e. according to my judgment, the 
Son, at the commencement of that grand revolution, 
will entirely reſign the adminiſtration of his mediato- 
rial kingdom ; he will no longer act as an advocate or 
interceflor, becauſe the reaſons on which this office is 
founded, will ceale for ever; he will no longer, as a 
high prieſt, plead his atoning blood in behalf of ſin- 
ners, nor, as a king, diſpenſe the ſuccours of his ſanc- 
tiſying grace, becauſe all guilt will be done away, and 
the actings of corruption be at an end: he will no long- 
er be the medium of his people's acceſs to the know- 
ledge and enjoyment of the Father, becauſe then they 
will ſtand perpetually in the beatific preſence, and ſee 
face to face, know even as they are known.—1I ma 
probably miſtake the meaning of the words ; but what- 
ever {hall appear to be their preciſe ſignification, this, 
I think, 1s fo clear as not to admit of any doubt, that 
it relates to an incarnate perſon ; relates to him, who 
died for our ſins, was buried, and roſe again &. And 
can the ſurrender of all authority made by the man Je- 
ſus Chriſt, be any bar to his unlimited equality as God? 
You refer me to P/al. viii. 5. & Ixxxii. 1. 6. Exod. 
XX11. 28. and add, theſe texts prove that God ſigni- 
fies in ſome places king or ruler.—I acknowledge, 
that the word Elohim, in the aforecited paſſages, in 
nifies no more than angels, kings, or rulers. But is 
this a demonſtration, that the word Jehovah, the in- 
communicable name, ſignifies no more than an angel, 
a king, or a ruler? This is the concluſion our adver- 
faries are to infer: this the point they are to make 
good, otherwiſe, their attempts drop ſhort of the mark, 
fly wide from their purpoſe. Becauſe it is plain from 
inconteſtable authorities, that Jeſus 1s Jehovah. This 
was hinted in a former letter ; and if you pleaſe to 
compare /, vi. 3. with John Xii. 41. you will find an- 
other convincing evidence, that the Jehovah of the 
Fews is the Jefas of the Chriſtians. —Beſides, in all 
thoſe places, where the term God is uſed to denote 
ſome created being, inveſted with conſiderable au- 
thority, or poſlefſed of coniiderable dignity, the con- 
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nection is ſuch, as abſolutely to exclude t 
ſo denominated, from any title to a divine natur, 
whereas, when the name God is applied to 1 
cond perſon of the Trinity, it is connected with c 4 
conſequents or antecedents, as neceſſarily include = 
idea of divinity and fupremacy. For inſtance, wh, : 
the apoſtle recognizes the Deity of our Lord 1 
Chriſt, in thoſe remarkable words, Rom. ix. 5. WI 
is God; leſt this idle piece of ſophiſtry ſhoula be 
any room for admittance, he adds a moſt determinin. 
clauſe, over all, bleſſed for ever.—I have called it 10 

tophiſtry, for really it is nothing elſe. Only obſerve ya 
proceſs of the pretended argument, and you your, i 
will allow it no better appellation. What is defion,y 
for the argument runs thus: Becauſe rulers of diſtin 
tion have ſometimes the title of Elohim, therefor 
Jeſus, who has the title of Jehovah, is not very God 
but only a ruler of diſtinction; or, the word G0 
when neceſſarily determined by the context to "I 
ſubordinate being, ſigniſies a ſubordinate being; 4 
fore, the word God, when neceſſarily determined 
the context to ſignify the ſupreme God, does not ſigni 
the ſupreme God, but only ſome ſubordinate being... 
Theſe are the mighty reaſonings; ſuch the formidable 
artillery, with which the adherents of A attack the 
divinity and equality of our Saviour. May the arms of 
our foreign enemies, and inteſtine rebels, be made, in 
their kind, of ſuch metal, conſiſt of ſuch ſtrength! * 
I may venture to addreſs my countrymen in Dav; /'; 
encouraging language, Let no man's heart fail, be. 
cauſe of them. 

hope it will not be objected, that I have ſometimes 

miſtook the particular point to be diſcuſſed, and con- 
founded the divinity ot our Lord with his equality to 
the Father.—l own, I have not been ſcrupulouſly care. 
ful to preſerve any ſuch diſtinction, becauſe I am per- 
ſuaded it is perfectly chimerical. Whoever admits the 
former, grants the latter. Ihe one cannot ſubfiſt with. 
out the other; or rather, they are one and the fame 
thing. To be equal with the Father 1s to be divine; 
and to be divine, is to be equal with the Father.—An 
inferior deity, was a notion that paffed current in the 
Heathen world; but we have not fo learned the divine 
nature, as to adopt it into our creed. It is a propo- 
ſition that confutes itſelf. The predicate and ſubject 
are ſelf-contradictory. God certainty means a being 
of incomparable, unparallelled glory and perfection, 
No one will dare to give a lower definition of the God- 
head. Yet this the firſt term of the ſentence affirms, 
the ſecond demies. — Whenever I hear the awful word 
God, 1 form an idea of a being poſſeſſed of abſolute 
ſupremacy. Inferiority is altogether as mconliſtent 
with my apprehenſion of the Godhead, as a limited 
extenſion is with immenſity. The ſchoolmens maxim 
is ſtrictly true when applied to the divine nature, that 
his properties and excellencies non recipiunt magis aut 
minus. — Beſides, Sir, is there not another apparent in- 
conveniency, another inextricable difficulty, attending 
this ſuperfine diſtinction? Does it not ſuppoſe, inſtead 
of diſtin perſons, diſtinct beings, diſtinct eſſences? 
That which is inferior cannot be the very fame with 
its ſuperior, Identity in this cafe, conliſts not with 
inequality. The conſequence of this tenet is polytheiſm. 

For my part, I lay it down as an inconteſtable piu 
ciple, ſuch as reaſon and ſcripture concur to eſtabliſ, 
that whatever, whoſoever is God, muſt be abſolutely 
ſupreme.—I then proceed to examine whether the 
divine names, attributes, honours ; thoſe which are 


he perſon, 


incommunicably divine, which flow from the divine 
eſſence, which cannot comport with a finite exiſtence, 


but are the ſole prerogative of the unequalled God,— 
whether theſe are in ſcripture clearly aſcribed to the 
ſacred perſon of the Son ;—if they are, my reaſon fe, 
quires me to believe that he is very God, and co-equal 
with the Father. My reaſon, in her ſedateſt moments, 
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aſſures me, that ſcripture cannot deceive, though I to the Father. If the inſpired writers affirm, that 
miy be unable to concelve. My reaſon declares, that the Son is God, this is a ſufficient ground for aſcribin 
1 ſhall he 2 rebel againlt her laws, if I do not ſubmit divine honours to the Son. If the ſame inſpir 
to this determination of ſcripture, as deciſive, as infal- writers declare, that the Holy Ghoſt is God, we need 


lible,—I am, Oc. | no clearer warrant, nor can we have a louder call, to 
pay him our devouteſt homage.—In a word, it is the 

—__ — voice of reaſon, it is the command of ſcripture, it is 
L ET TER Min. founded on the unalterable relations of things, that 


worſhip, direct worſhip, diſtin worſhp, all worſhip, be 
Dear Sir, Weſton-Favell, March, 1745-6. — to the Deity.—-So that the Divinity of the Holy 
N a former letter, I conſidered, whether the bleſ{- Ghoſt, excluſive of any apoſtolical precept or example, 
ſed Spirit is really a diſtin&t perſon, — whether is an incomparably better reaſon for aſcribing divine ho- 
this perſon is truly and properly God. It appeared nours to this ſacred perſon, than the bare want of 
from a variety of ſcriptures, that both theſe queſtions ſuch precept or example, can be a reaſon to juſtify the 
were to be reſolved in the affirmative.—Theſe preli- omiſſion, or condemn the performance of it. 
minaries being ſettled, I would hope, with ſome per- lam no advocate for implicit faith in any human 
ſpicuity of reaſon, and ſtrength of argument; I now determination or opinion. Should I ſee whole ſects, 
proceed, in conſequence of my engagement, to exa- or whole churches, in a glaring error, ſuch as I can 
mine Mr Tomkins's objections againſt the received cu- prove from ſcripture to be palpably wrong, and of 
tom of addreſſing divine worſhip to this divine Being. pernicious tendency, I would make no {cruple to re- 
The author, I freely acknowledge, writes with a great monſtrate, diſſent, and enter my proteſt. But in a 
appearance of integrity; with a calm and decent ſpirit cafe, which Mr Tomkins himſelt (page 2. line 19.) allows 
of controverſy ; and with a very plauſible air of truth. to be of a dubious nature; where I have no poſitive 
Asthe ſubject of his inquiry is of the higheſt dignity and proof from God's holy word, that the practice is un- 
importance, as his method of managing the debate is, lawful, or improper ; I cannot but apprehend, that it 
to lay the leaſt, by no means contemptible, I cannot for- becomes a modeſt perſon, diſſident of his own judg- 
bear expreſſing ſome ſurpriſe, that noneof the ingenious ment, to acquieſce in the general, the long-continued 
diſſenters, to whom the piece is particularly inſcribed, uſage of all the churches. —This is urged by an inſpi- 
have thought proper to intereſt themſelves in the diſ- red writer as a forcible motive for rejecting a practice; 
pute, and either confute what is urged, or elſe (like and why ſhould not I admit it as a motive of weight 
rſons of that inviolable attachment to the pure ſcrip- for adhering to a practice? We have no ſuch cuſtom, 
tural worſhip, which they profeſs) recede from the ule neither the churches of God *, was an apoſtolical ar- 
of their allowed doxologies. gument. And, in an inſtance, where we are not pre- 
For my part, as I firmly believe it a proper practice cluded by any prohibition of ſcripture, I think, the 
to worſhip the Son, as we worſhip the Father, and to reaſoning is equally concluſive, if changed to the af- 
worſhip the Holy Ghoſt, as we worſhip the other per- firmative, We have ſuch a cuſtom, and the churches of 
ſons of the undivided Trinity, I am ſo far from diſap- God. Was to ſettle my opinion, and adjuſt my con- 
proving, that I admire our cuſtomary doxology, and duct, with regard to ſuch a point, I ſhould be inclined 
think it a very noble and inſtructive part of our ſacred to argue in the following manner: I cannot bring one 
ſervice. Noble, becauſe it exhibits one of the grand my- text from the ſacred writings, which forbids the uſage; 
ſeries, and glorious peculiarities of the goſpel ; inſtruc- and as it is unanimoully. practiſed by devout perſons 
tive, becauſe it ſo frequently reminds the worſhipper of a of almoſt every denomination ; as it has been the re- 
point which it ſo greatly concerns him to believe, and ceived, the uninterrupted practice of the Chriſtian 
which is fitted to inſpire the brighteſt, the ſtrongeſt church for more than a thouſand years; who am I, 
hopes, of final, of complete ſalvation. that I ſhould diſturb the peace, or ſeparate myſelf from 
But leſt this perſuaſion ſhould be deemed the crude the communion of the church, for a procedure, which 
production of early prejudice, rather than the mature ſuch multitudes of excellent perſons maintain to be 
fruit of ſedate conſideration, we will very readily hear conſonant, and which I cannot prove to be contrary, 
whatever can be alleged againſt it; and not willing- to the ſenſe of ſcripture? Who am I, that I thould 
ly ſecrete one objection, or miſrepreſent one argument, fancy myſelf to have more of the mind of God, than 
occurring in the Inquiry. the whole united church of true believers, eminent 
Let it be ſuppoſed, “ fays our author, “that the ſaints, and illuſtrious martyrs ? 
Holy Spirit is one of the perſons of the Godhead; I But there is no precept for this worſhip in ſcrip- 
ſtill query, what warrant Chriſtians have for a direct ture,” (page 1.); and Dr Owen affirms, „That a di- 
and diſtin&t worſhip of this third perſon in the God- vine command is the ground (he means, I preſume, 
head.” (pag. 1) I thould think, there can be no reaſon- the only ground, or elſe the quotation is nothing to | 
able doubt, whether worſhip is to be paid to the Divi- our author's purpoſe) © of all worſhip.“ (page 2 5.)— q 
nity. Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, is a law Dr Owen's character, I own, is conſiderable, as well 
of inconteſtable authority, and eternal obligation.— as his aſſertion peremptory ; but yet I cannot pre- 
As for the circumſtances of worſhip included in its be- vail on myſelf to ſubmit to his zp/e dixit as an oracle, 
ing direct, this cannot alter the caſe, nor render the nor reverence his judgment as infallible. —I would aſk 
practice improper. According to my apprehenſion, the Doctor, What divine command the Heathens ever 
all true and genuine worſhip is direct. If it be ad- received. to worſhip the bleſſed God? I know of no 
dreſſed to the divine object at ſecond hand, it has more verbal or written precept. But they ſaw their war- 
of the nature of idolatry, than worſhip. Such is the rant included in their wants, they perceived their 
religious foppery of the Papiſts, who will not apply obligation reſulting from the divine attributes.—Will 
directly to the Father of everlaſting compaſſions, but Dr Owen maintain, That no worſhip was expected | 
adore God as it were by proxy.—With regard to the from the Pagans? that they had been blameleſs, and 
diſtinctneſs of the — this depends entirely up- acted according to the principles of their duty, if they 
on the ſcripture's diſtinguiſhing their perſons. If this had with-held all acts of veneration from the Deity ? 
be clearly done, the diſtinctneſs of worſhip is proper- No, ſurely. St Paul, in declaring them faulty, 7.3 
ly authoriſed, and the fitneſs of it follows of courſe. not worſhipping the Almighty in ſuch a rational 
If the inſpired writers aſſure us, that the Father is 


God, this is a ſufficient warrant to pay divine honours offer ® x Cor. xi. 16. 
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manner, as was ſuitable to his pure and exalted na- 
ture, clearly intimates, that it was their duty both to 
worſhip, and to worſhip aright. It is not ſaid by the 
apoſtle, though it is the conſequence of the Doctor's 
poſition, that they ought to have refrained from all 
worſhip, and net have meddled with matters of de- 
votion, till they received an authentic warrant from 
revelation. The inſpired caſuiſt grounds his duty, 
in this particular, upon the eternal power and God- 
head (Rom. i. 20.) of the ſupreme Being, which were 
diſcoverable by the exerciſe of their underſtandings, 
and from a ſurvey of the creation,—In conformity to 
the apoſtle's ſentiments, I ſhould rather place the 
foundation of religious worlhip in the glories, the 
mercies, the unſearchable riches of the almighty Ma- 
jeſty. Thee, together with the relation which de- 
pendent creatures bear to this all-producing, all- ſuſ- 
taining, infinitel -beneficent God, are the grand war- 
rant to authoriſe addrefles of adoration. Theſe are 
reaſons prior to all expreſs revelations, and would have 
fubfiſted, if actual commands had never been given. 
If this be not true, what will become of all natural 
religion ?—Scripture, indeed, has declared explicitly 
the binding nature of theſe motives ; ſcripture, like 
a ſacred herald, has rome, what God foreordain- 
ed, what reaſon had decreed, what neceflarily flowed 
from the habitudes of perſons and things. Or, to 
repreſent the point in another light, the perfections 
of the Godhead are the original, the inviolable obli- 

tion to all expreſſions of homage and devotion ; to 
ratify this obligation, and impart to it all poſſible ſo- 
lemnity and ſanction, ſcripture has added the broad 
feal of heaven.—lf this be right reaſon, and if the 
Holy Ghoſt be really God, his all-ſufficient excellencies, 
and my ſtate of dependence, are a proper licence, or 
rather 2 virtual mandamus, for the applications of 
prayer, and the aſcriptions of praife. Grant this one 
propoſition, relating to the Divinity of the bleſſed 
Spirit, and admit that his eternal power and Godhead 
are a ſufficient ground for religious worſhip, and we 
{hall find ourſelves unavoidably determined. We mult 
rebel againſt our reaſon, muſt violate the dictates of 
our conſcience, muſt act in oppoſition, not to one 
particular text, but to the main tenor and ſcope of 
the whole ſcripture, if we do not render all the ſer- 
vice, yield all the reverence, due to a glorious Being, 
in whom we live, move, and exiſt. 

But ſtill we are told, in various places, again and 
again we are told, That there is no expreſs war- 
rant.“ Prodigious ſtreſs is laid upon this word ex- 
preſs, the whole force of the objection ſeems to ter- 
minate on this point. There is no expreſs warrant, 
therefore it is an unwarrantable practice. For my 
part, I have not diſcernment enough to perceive the 
concluſtveneſs of this arguing. I muſt beg leave to 
deny the conſequence of fuch a ſyllogiſm. For if the 
ſenſe of various ſcriptures has made it a duty, this is 
warrant enough, though it be not particularly enjoin- 
ed, or tolerated in form. This maxim our ingenious 
author will admit in other cafes, and why not in the 

ſent? There is no expreſs command to add any 

ayer at the celebration of baptiſm. When our Lord 

ſtituted the ordinance, he only delivers the form of 
initiation into the Chriſtian church, without any pre- 
fcription relating to concomitant prayer. When Philip 
adminiſtered this ſacrament to the eunuch, there is no 
mention of any addreſs to the Almighty, pertinent to 
the occaſion. I cannot recollect, that any of the 


holy writers either inform the world, that they prac- 


tiſed ſuch a method themſelves, or fo much as intimate, 
that they would adviſe others in ſucceeding ages, to 
accompany this folemnity with ſuitable devotions.— 
But though we have no poſitive injunction, we have 
the reaſonableneſs of the thing, for our plea. Other 
ſcriptures, that virtually, though not explicitly, re- 
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commend it, are our warrant. In every thin 
St Paul, let your requeſts be made known — Ach 
conſequently, in this ſacred and important thin 0d; 
I muſt again declare, that I can by no means 50 
to our author's grand poſtulatum, That nothing in — 
way of divine worſhip is allowable, but what "ra 
expreſs warrant from ſcripture. Becauſe virty 1 
rants are warrants; conſequential warrants are 
Our objector muſt maintain this in ſome inſtances 
why ſhould he diſclaim it in others? To be conſt. 
in conduct, is ſurely eſſential to the character * 
impartial inquirer after truth. Shall ſuch an . 
ſometimes reject an argument as weak and inſignil. 
cant, becauſe it happens to be illative only, and n ; 
direct ; and at other times urge it as cogent and = 
rag:ble? I will mention one very memorable parties. 
lar of this nature; that is the caſe of the Lord's da 
Why does Mr Tom#:ns transfer the ſanctification of , 
particular day from the ſeventh to the firſt? Has he 
any expreſs command m fcripture, any expreſs war. 
rant from ſcripture, for this alteration ? If he has 
let him produce it. I muſt own, Lhave none but con. 
ſequential warrants ; warrants formed upon concly. 
ſions, and derived from ſome remarkable ſcriptures 
But theſe not near ſo numerous, nor near ſo ponde- 
rous, as thoſe which concur to eſtabliſh the Divinity 
of the Holy Ghoſt. Now, if an expreſs warrant he 
not needful in the one, why ſhould it be fo rigorouſ 
inſiſted on in the other duty If then this leading 
principle of our author's be falſe or precarious, what 
truth, what certainty can there be in any, in all his 
deductions from it? If the ground work be unſubſtan- 
tial, and the foundation fall, what ſolidity can there 
be in the ſuperſtructure? how can the building ſtand? 
Poſſibly Mr Tomkins may reply, The example of 
the primitive church determines this point.” We 
find, it was the cuſtom of the earlieſt antiquity, to ob- 
ſerve the Chriſtian Sabbath on the firſt day of the 
week; and therefore have very good reaſon to believe, 
that the uſage was eſtabliſhed by apoſtolicalauthority,—- 
And may not I ſay the ſame, with regard to the cuſtom 
of aſcribing glory, and rendering adoration, to the 
third perſon of the Trinity? Juſtin Martyr, the moſt an- 
cient and authentic apologiſt for Chriſtianity, who is 
next in ſucceſſion, and next in credit to the patres 4. 


al war. 
Warrants. 


Poſtolici, he declares expreſsly, That it was the received 


cuſtom of the Chriſtian church, in his days, to wor- 
ſhip the Holy Ghoſt. His words are, n, egen, en wi 
wre ria, are. f VO perceive, he not only avows 
the thing, but vindicates its reaſonableneſs and pro- 
priety.— Perhaps, ſome captious critic may inſinuate, 
That it is matter of doubt, whether the word 
—implies divine honours. —I wave all attempts to 
prove this point from the original of the New Telts- 
ment, becauſe, to obviate ſuch an objection, we have 
another paſſage to produce from the ſame ſaint, father, 
and martyr. — nien *peprrizoy etCoprba xo rpooxuvur, Apol. J. 
Can any expreſſions be imagined more forcible in their 
ſignification, or more appoſite to our purpoſe ? They 
import the higheſt acts of adoration, and yet they de- 
ſcribe the regards which were paid by the pureſt anti- 
quity to the Holy Ghoſt.—Will it {till be ſuggeſted, 
That 7u/tin makes no mention of offering up prayer, 
or addrefling praiſes? I anſwer, This he mult certain 
ly mean, becauſe no one can be ſaid — la, xe pace, 
rev Gor u ro Tu - - Who with-holds praiſe, or reſtrains 
prayer. Theſe particular inſtances are as neceſſarily 
implied in thoſe general terms, as the ſpecies 15 1. 
cluded in the genus. 


You will pleaſe to obſerve, that this amounts to a 


great deal more than Mr Tomkins, (page 17+), not ver 
Bee ſuggeſts, via. a 2 that learned 
men have found, in the primitive ages, of the aſcrip- 
tion of praiſe to the Holy Ghoſt.” It ſeems alſo cl 
tirely to overthrow what, in another place, he advanc® 
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100 26.) not very conſiſtently with truth, viz. © That 
here is 10 * appearance o 7 1 — oe ſuch 
; m, for ſo many ages of the Chriſtian church.“ 
k 3 hints and little appearance! Can a clear and de- 
..-ninate declaration, made by a writer of the moſt 
hu ſtionable veracity, concerning the unanimous 
unque 10 n g 22 
the univerſal 8 — ancient 3 2 

iJence, wich any fairneſs or equity rated at the 
2 degree of hints and little appearance ? 

As to what is remarked relating to the corruption 
of the early writers, the interpolations, or alterations 
ade by careleſs tranſcribers, (page 17.), this ſeems to 
„e a molt empty and jejune inſinuation. It is what 
will ſerve any fide of any debate. It is oppoling hy- 
theſis to fact; precarious and unſupported hypo- 
3 to clear and undeniable fact. This ſure is catch- 
not at a twig, but at a ſhadow. I never could 
lie Dr Bentley's . et Hallucinatio librariorum, 
wen in his animadverſions on Heathen authors: be- 
xe it was an outcry fitted for any occaſion, a charge 
«ver ready at hand, and equally ſuited to diſcounte- 
ance truth, or detect error. Much leſs can I think it 
ſaſlicient to overthrow the teſtimony, or invalidate the 
authenticity of our ancient Chriſtian writers. Would 
a bare innuendo (and Mr Tomkins's is no more), and 
that from an intereſted perſon, without any the leaſt 
hew of proof; would this be admitted, in a court of 
i dicature, to ſuperſede the plain, the ſolemn depoh- 
1 n of a credible witneſs ? Superſede it? Quite the re- 
tic per] 
verſe. Fae _ 3 = JuCgE, and _ = 
jury, that the cauſe muſt be extremely wrong, utterly 
7 e{upportable, ſince artilices ſo weak and tranſparent- 
y fallacious were uſed in its defence. 

But it is frequently objected, That no mentoin is 
made, no warrant is to be found for diſtinct worſhip. 
The aforecited writer, and the whole ſcripture is ſilent 
udon the article of diſtinct worſhip. And the reader 
i; led to ſuppoſe, that there is ſome mighty difference 
between diſtin, and I know not what other kind of 
worſhip Why does our author harp fo inceſſantly 
upon this ſtring ? whence ſuch irreconcileable aver- 
ſion to this quality of worſhip ? One would almoſt 
ſuſpect, he was conſcious, that ſome worſhip ſhould 
he pn. oy could _ _ the "ms — = 
mit to the payment of diſtinct worſhip.—I mult reply 
once for all, that if any worthip be due, diſtinct wor- 

Y P 

ſhip cannot be improper ; much more if all worſhip 
(which, I apprehend, is included in Juſtin's words, 
and follows from the Divinity of the blefled Spirit) be 
requiſite, diſtinct worthip cannot be unwarrantable. 
Another grand argument, urged by our inquirer, 
15, © That the apoſtles, as far as appears, never prac- 
tiſed this worſhip of the Holy Ghoſt themſelves, nor 
recommended it to others,” (page 2.)—He ſhould, by 
vl means, have printed as far as appears in Italics, or 
capitals; becauſe then the reader would have appre- 
acuded more eaſily the uncertain foundation on which 
the reaſoning is built. But though this particular, 
relating to the practice of the apoſtles, does not ap- 
pear, one way or the other ; yet our author in his 4th 
page, and elſewhere, concludes from it as aſſuredly 
as 1t it ſtood upon authentic record. *“ For,” ſays 
he, „if we _—_ -_ the reaſon of things is ſufli- 
| * cient to eſtabliſh this practice, it will prove too 
| * much,” It will, uadoubtedly, if it proves any 
Fling, prove it a duty to pay ſuch worſhip to the 

oly Spirit; and, conſequently, that the apoſtles were 
detective, either in not ſeeing this reaſon of things as 
well as we, or not practiſing according to it. Does he 
ot here ſuppoſe, the apoſtolical omiſſion an acknow- 
be ec e point? which, a few lines before, 

ad confefled to be dubious and unapparent. 

p However, not to inſiſt upon this little ſelf-contra- 
| mg hp, I would aſk, What reaſon has Mr Temkins 

| © concluce, that the apoſtles omitted this uſage, 
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which the Chriſtian churches have adopted ? Do they 
ever declare, or ſo much as hint, that they are deter- 
mined to omit it ? Do they ever caution their converts 
againſt it, as a dangerous error? Is there any ſuch 
memorial preſerved, or any ſuch caveat lodged in 
their ſacred writings ? Now, to argue in our author's 
ſtrain : If it was ſo unjuſtifiable a thing to addreſs 
praiſe, or put up prayer to the Holy Ghoſt, there 
could not be a more neceſſary precaution, than that 
the apoſtles, thoſe careful inſtructors, ſhould have 
warned their people of the miſtake ; eſpecially ſince 
it was ſo extremely probable, ſo almoſt unavoid- 
able, that they would fall into it. For I appeal 
to the whole world, whether a conſiderate perſon 
would not naturally Judge it reaſonable, whether 
a devout perſon would not feel a forcible inclina- 
tion, to worſhip that venerable name, into which 
he was baptized ; and to praiſe that beneficent Being, 
who is the author of ſo many ineſtimable bleſſings. 
Yet though this is ſo apparently natural, ſuch as the 
apoſtles could not but foreſee was likely to happen, 
they ſay not a ſyllable, by way of prevention; they 
take no care to guard their converts againſt ſuch a 
practice. A pregnant ſign, that it is allowed by divine 
Wiſdom, and chargeable neither with ſuperſtition nor 
idolatry. 

But our author, to corroborate his argument, adds, 
« To ſuppoſe the apoſtles directed any explicit wor- 
„ ſhip to the Holy Ghoſt, though we have no men- 
tion of it in ſcripture, where yet we meet with fre- 
« quent doxologies of theirs, and addreſſes by way of 
prayer or petition,” would be an unreaſonable pre- 
ſumption.—I cannot accede to this aſſertion. The 
doxologies and prayers of the apoſtles, recorded in 
ſcripture, are only occaſional and incidental ; inſerted 
as the fervour of a devout ſpirit ſuggeſted, in the bo- 
dy of their doctrinal and exhortatory writings. Now, 
the omiſſion of ſuch a practice in writings, which were 
compoſed with a view of inſtructing mankind in the 
great fundamentals of Chriſtianity, which were ne- 
ver intended as a full and complete ſyſtem of devo- 
tions the omiſſion of this practice in ſuch writings, 
can be no fair or concluſive argument for its being o- 
mitted in their ſtated acts of public worſhip. If, in- 
deed, the apoſtles had, in their epiſtolary correſpond- 
ence, drawn up a form of devotions; had declared 
that in them was comprized a perfect pattern of devo- 
tional addrefles, proper to be offered to the Deity ; 
that all acts of worſhip, which deviated a jot or tit- 
tle trom that preſcribed form, were unwarrantable 
—if ſuch a compoſition had been tranſmitted from 
the apoſtles, and we had found no ſuch addrefles 
therein, as thoſe for which we are pleading, I ſhould 
then allow a good deal of force in the argument drawn 
from the apoſtolical omiſſion ; though, at the ſame 
time, I could not be able to forbear wondering at the 
inconſiſtency of their do&rines, which teach us that 
the Holy Ghoſt is God, and of their worſhip, which 
refuſes - him divine honours.— But, I think, as the 
caſe ſtands, no ſolid 1 nothing but a ſpecious 
cavil, can be formed this circumſtance of its be- 
ing unpractiſed in the writings of the apoſtles. 

« It does not appear that the apoſtles addreſſed 


diſtinct worſhip to the bleſſed Spirit; therefore we 


conclude, that they actually addreſſed none. As 
though fact and appearance were convertible terms. 
A am ſurpriſed; that an author of Mr Tomkins's pe- 
netration can prevail upon himſelf to be ſatisfied, or 
ſhould offer to impoſe upon his reac 8, with a deduc- 
tion ſo very logical. Is the not appearing of a thin 

a certain argument, or indeed any argument at 

for its not exiſting? It does not appear, that there 
are mountains, or groves, or rivers beneath our ho- 
rizon: It does not appear, that there are any ſuch 
veſſels as lymphatics, any ſuch fluid as the chyle, in 
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theſe living bodies of ours. But by comparing them 
with others that have been diſſected; and by reaſon- 
ing from indiſputable principles, relating to the ani- 
mal economy, we aſſure ourſelves of the reality of 
both theſe particulars. —Conlider, Sir, into what un- 
numbered abſurdities, and evident fallehoods, this 
way of arguing would betray us, if purſued in all its 
conſequences. It will prove, if we once admit it as a 
teſt of truth, that nothing was tranſacted by ſcriptu- 
ral men, but what is particularly recorded in ſcrip- 
ture-hiſtory. I no where read //aac circumciſed his 
ſon * or inſtructed his houſehold after the ex- 
ample of his father Abraham. But ſhall we inter, 
from the ſilence of ſcripture, with * ＋ to theſe mat- 
ters, that he never conformed to the former inſtitu- 
tion, nor performed the latter ſervice? I ſhould much 
rather believe, that, as he bears the character of a god- 
ly man, he walked in both theſe ſtatutes and ordinan- 
ces of the Lord blameleſs. And, ſince the apoſtles 
uniformly agree in this grand premiſe, That the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt is God, it ſeems much more reaſonable to 
conclude from hence, that they paid him direct wor- 
ſhip, than from their bare ſilence to inter, that they 
neglected this practice. I no where read in the ſacred 
writings, that St Peter ſuffered martyrdom, or ſealed 
the teſtimony of Chriſt with his blood. But muſt we, 
on this account, perſuade ourſelves, that he was not 
one of the noble army of martyrs? No, you will ſay; 
it is very ſuppoſable, that he laid down his life for his 
Saviour, even though this event is not expreſsly re- 
corded, becauſe our Lord clearly predicts it, when he 
informs him, by what death he ſhould glorify God. 
And may not I reply, with parity of reaſon, it is very 
ſuppoſable, that the apoſtles, in their ſolemn devo- 
tions, addreſſed direct diſtin&t worſhip to the Holy 
Ghoſt, becauſe their declaring their belief in his per- 
ſonality and divinity, was a ſtrong intimation that 
they ſhould, was a ſort of prediction that they would, 
render all kind of homage and adoration to him.— 
Upon the whole, if this be a mere preſumption, no 
better than a gratis dictum, That the apoſtles did not 
worſhip the Holy Ghoſt, then all the ſpecious argu- 
ments, derived from hence, drop of courſe. 

Our objector ſtill inſiſts, © That this is not a neceſ- 
« ſary part of Chriſtian worſhip,” (page 2.)—Be plea- 
ſed to obſerve, how he departs from his firſt propo- 
ſal. His firſt inquiry, that which the title- page exhi- 
bits, was, Whether this be warrantable? then, with 
an evaſive dexterity, -he ſlips into another topic, and 
maintains, that it cannot be neceſſary. Whether this 
be tergiverſation or inaccuracy, I ſhall not ſtay to ex- 
amine; but muſt aſk Mr Tomkins, What reaſon he has 
for this poſitive determination, that it cannot be ne- 
ceſſary ?—Becauſe, on the contrary ſuppoſition, © we 
ſhall condemn the apoſtles, as guilty of a great omiſ- 
ſion,” (page 2.).— This argument the author uſes 
more than once, therefore I may be excuſed in re- 
plying to it once again: We can have no pretence to 
condemn the apoſtles, till we have undeniable proof 
that there was ſuch an omiſſion in their conduct. 
Who can aſſert, who dares maintain, that, when the 
apoſtles were met together in the holy congregation, 
for large, ſolemn, copious devotion, they never re- 
cognized the Divinity of the three ſacred perſons, ne- 
ver addreſſed diſtin acts of praiſe or invocation to 
each reſpectively? This, Mr Tomkins may perſiſt in 
ſuppoſing ; but, after all he can ſuggeſt in vindication 
of this principle, it will amount to no more than a 
bare ſuppoſal. I may, at leaſt, as fairly ſuppoſe the 
very reverſe; and, I think, have the ſuffrage of rea- 
ſon, the analogy of ſcripture, the conſent of the pureſt 
antiquity on my fide, —However, in caſe Mr Tomkins 
had demonſtrated, by inconteſtable evidence, that the 
practice under conſideration cannot be neceflary ; 
does be confine himſelf, in every inſtance, to what is 


ceſſary to particularize in our devotions the 
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ſtrictly neceſſary ? does he not allow hi 
is expedient ? Could I not mention various 
lars, which are not abſolutely neceſſary, but Particy. 
are decent and uſeful ; they contribute to he yy they 
and harmony of worſhip, to the comfort and 5 
tion of the worſhippers ? Perhaps, it may not 2 
* 
diſtreſs of our nation, and to form particular AS 
ſuitable to our national exigencies, or 1 9 
thankſgivings accommodated to our national del * 
ances, But ſince this is very expedient; ſince it 8 
to beget in all a more lively ſenſe of our dependen yu 
divine Providence; fince it is a moſt emphatical , us 
thod of aſcribing to the ſupreme Diſpoſer the glo oy 
all our public mercies ; this practice is very bec ry of 


very proper, very uſeful. Should I plead, in *_ 
tion to this cuſtom, that it is not abſol 1 


utely neceſſacy. 
Your prayers may be acceptable to God, Ay ens h 
cial to your country, without ſuch particularizins- 80 
Paul gives no expreſs command, ſets no explicit ex 
ample of any ſuch uſage: there is no precedent from 
any of the apoſtles, where the affairs of the ſtate, un 
der which they lived, are particularly diſplayed before 
God in humble ſupplication. — Would Mr Tonkir; 
think this a ſufficient reaſon for him in his private, or 
for miniſters in their public devotions, to diſcontinge 
the practice? No, verily : the propriety, the expedi. 
ency of the thing, would juſtify and aſcertain its uſe 
even though no ſcriptural pattern had recommended. 
no ſcriptural precept enjoined it. : 
It is affirmed, (p. 5.) That “ the addreſſes of the New 
Teſtament are always made to the Father, or to the 
Son:“ and it is added, (page 10.), © that there is nei. 
ther rule nor example in it for worſhipping any other 
perſon whatever.” —This point our author affirms 
with a very poſitive air, as though it were incapable 
of being controverted ; and therefore often builds 
aſſertions on it, often makes deductions from it. Sup- 
poſe it was an undeniable truth, I think, we have 
ſhewa, that it can be no ſatisfactory proof, that, in all 
the enlarged devotions of the apottles, no addreſſes 
were offered to the bleſſed Spirit, becauſe a few ſhort 
ejaculations made no explicit mention of him.—But 
this aſſertion, perbaps, upon a cloſer examination, 
may appear too bold and unjuſtifiable; ſomewhat like 
the poſition which has been advanced with regard to 
the ſentiments of the primitive writers, and practice 
of the primitive church. It might be proper to con- 
ſider, on this occaſion, 2 Thef}. iii. 5. The Lord direct 
your hearts into the love of God, and patience of 
Chriſt. This you will allow to be a prayer of bene- 
diction. You will alſo obſerve, that here is particular 
mention of three perſons. The Lord, who is the ob- 
ject of the invocation, and beſtower of the bleſling, 
15 neither the Father, nor the Son. And who then can 
it be, but the Holy Gholt ? whoſe amiable office it i, 
to ſhed abroad the love of God in our hearts .lt 
will not, I preſume, be intimated, that this is the only 
paſſage of the kind. For were it the only one, yet 
where the evidence is infallible, we need not the mouth 
of two or three witneſles to eſtabliſh the matter in de- 
bate. However, for further ſatisfaction, we may conſult 
1 Thefſ. iii. 11. 12. 13. 2 The. ii. 16. If we conlider 
theſe texts in conjunction with thoſe ſcriptures which 
ſpeak of the Holy Ghoſt as a diſtin perſon, we {hal 
perceive a beautiful propriety, and a particular em- 
phaſis, in underſtanding the verſes as mentioning the 
ſacred perſons ſeverally. The latter text eſpecially, 
conſidered in this view, is extremely pertinent, has? 
very admirable propriety, and agreeably to a maxim 
laid down by a great maſter of correct writing: 


Reddere perſonæ ſeit convententia cuique. 


Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and God, and ot 
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ther, who hath loved us, and given us everlaſtin 
— and good hope through grace, — 
your hearts, and eſtabliſh you in every good word and 
"i Suppoling the three perſons implored in this 
(application, every thing that is attributed to each, 
has a perfect conformity with that part, which each 
10 repreſented as acting, in the bleſſed work of redemp- 
tion; e. g. Our Father, who hath loved us; for God 
io loved the world, ſaith St John, that he gave his 
only-begotten Son. God, the Holy Ghoſt, who hath 
ven us everlaſting conſolation ; for it is the peculiar 
alice of the bleſſed Spirit to adminiſter comfort, call- 
ed therefore the Paraclete. Jeſus Chriſt, who hath 
given us good hope through grace; We have hope in 
(rift, faith the apoſtle to the Corinthians; and nothing 
i; more frequently celebrated, by the apoſtolical wri- 
ters, than the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.—Behold 
then a pertinency, a beauty, a lignificant diſtinction, 
und an exact harmony between all the parts of this 
verſe, if taken in our ſenſe; but a ſtrange, confuſed, 
tautological kind of diction, if you diſallow, that the 
three divine perſons are diſtinctly applied to. 

Page 6. it is ſuggeſted, That we may incur the 
relentment of the other two perſons, as ſhewing a 
neglect or diſreſpect to them, if, of our own heads, we 
ſhould, in any peculiar and diſtinguiſhing form, wor- 
ſhip the Father.” — This, ſure, is a molt unworthy 
infinuation, as though the infinitely ſublime and glo- 
rious perſons of the Godhead were meanly ambitious, 
or weakly jealous. This is meaſuring the Deity, not 
by our realon, which is a very incompetent ſtandard ; 
not by our ſenſes, which are ſtill more inadequate 
judges ; but even by our ſordid and vile affections.— 
But not to inſiſt upon this groſs error; not to aggra- 
vate this affront offered to the adorable Trinity; this 
intimation, and others of the like ſtrain, ſeem to be 
founded on a great miſtake, with relation to the nature 
of the Godhead. The eflence is one, though the per- 
ſons are diſtinct. So that whatever honour is paid to 
any perſon, is paid to the one, undivided eſſence. If 
we call Jeſus the Lord, St Paul aſſures us, it is to the 
glory of God the Father. Whoever ſees the Son, 
our Saviour himſelf declarcs, ſees the Father allo. 
(i. e.) Whoever has a right underſtanding of the Son, 
and fees by faith his divine excellencies that man 
fees, is acquainted with, the pertections of the Father 
alſo; and for this obvious reaſon, becauſe the Father 
and Son are one. And will not this hold good with 
regard to the Holy Spirit !—lf ſo, whatever honour 
is paid to one, is paid to all the three ſacred perſons : 
or rather whatever devout aſcriptions of praiſe are 
addreſſed to either of the divine perſons, they are ad- 
dreſſed to the one living incomprehenſible God.—l 
wiſh Mr Tomkins had attended to this conſideration. 
It might have guarded him againſt ſome other unwary 
cxpreſſions, which imply the notion of Polytheiſm ; 
particularly that in page 10. where he tells us, 
* That the ſcripture ſets forth the Father and the Son 
as the objects of worſhip.” I cannot find any ſuch 
repreſentation in ſcripture. The ſcripture is uniform, 
and conſiſtent, and ſpeaking of but one God, ſpeaks 
of but one object of divine worſhip, viz. the infinite 
Deity, diſtinguiſhed by a threefold perſonality. This 
may ſeem ſtrange ; but ſince we have the Saviour's 
word, and the apoſtle's evidence, to ſupport the te- 
net, it ſhould, methinks, be admitted as true. This 
may ſeem ſtrange, but is it therefore to be rejected as 
falſe? At this rate, we muſt deny the exiſtence of a 
thouſand phenomena in nature; we muſt explode as 
umpoſſibilities numberleſs apparent facts. | 

Page 7. the inquirer advances a very unaccount- 
able propoſition. © It ſhould ſeem,” ſays he, © that the 
Son of God had quitted for that time (during his hu- 
8 his claim to divine worſhip; though it 
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granted that he did receive divine worſhip | 
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before.” —I muſt aſk with the Fewi/h ruler, How can 
theſe things be ? Can God abandon his Divinity ? Can 
he ceaſe to be ſupremely great and good? Is he not, I 
would not ſay by the neceſſity, but by the abſolute 
perfection of his nature, to-day, and yeſterday, and 
for ever the ſame ? If fo, it ſeems impoſlible, that crea- 
tures ſhould, for ſo much as a ſingle inſtant, be re- 
leaſed from the duty of adoration ; it ſeems impoſlible, 
with reverence be it ſpoken, that God ſhould relinquiſh 
his claim to their profoundeſt homage. This would 
be to deny himſelf ; which the apoſtle reckons among 
the aiwara, 2 Tim. 11. 13. 
net, I imagine, is contrary, not only to reaſon, but 
to ſcripture. I ſhould be pleaſed to know, whether 
Mr Tomkins, when he was compoling this paragraph, 
recollected that memorable ſaying of our Lord, John 
iii. 13. No man hath aſcended into heaven, but he 
who came down from heaven, even the Son of 
man (e, not , Or o wwe) Who is in heaven. Is not 
this a manifeſt proof, that our Saviour was in heaven 
by his divine nature, even while his human nature 
was ſojourning on earth, or confined within the limits 
of a ſcanty apartment? And if the divine Son, while 
holding, in his humanity, a conference with Nicodemus, 
was preſent by his Godhead in the heavenly regions, 
could the angels be inſenſible of his preſence? and if 
ſenſible of his preſence, could they with-hold their 
adoration ?—Credat Fudeus Apella, non ego.—Let Soci- 
nians, and men that are called infidels, believe ſuch 
an abſurdity. I cannot reconcile it to my apprehen- 
ſions. Our Lord emptied himſelf, it is true; becauſe, 
when he appeared among mortals, he appeared without 
the pomp and ſplendor of his celeſtial majeſty. He 
ſuffered no ſuch glory to irradiate and adorn his per- 
ſon, as ſurrounded him on the mount of transfigura- 
tion, and will inveſt him when he comes to judge the 
world; but was, in all things, ſuch as we are, fin 
only excepted. Thus he humbled himſelf, not by 
diſrobing his eternal Godhead of its eſſential dignity, 
but by with-holding the manifeſtations of it, in that 
inferior nature, which he was pleaſed to aſſume. 

Page 8. our author ſeems to miſtake the meanin 
of that royal edict, iſſued out in the heavenly world, 
Let all the angels of God worſhip him &. He ſuppoſes 
this was a command to worſhip the Son in the ſublime 
capacity of God over all. This, ſurely, could not be 
the ſenſe of the words. Becauſe a command of ſuch 
an import, muſt be needleſs. This was the natural, 
the unchangeable, the indiſpenſable duty of all crea- 
tures ; and ſuch as thoſe ſuperior intelligences could 
not but eaſily diſcern, ſuch as thoſe upright ſpirits 
could not but readily obey, without any particular in- 
junction. The command, therefore, I apprehend, is 
rather referable to the humanity of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer; to that nature in Immanuel, which purged 
away our fins, by becoming a propitiatory ſacrifice. 
This was made higher than the angels. This had an 
illuſtrious name given it, to which every knee ſhould 
bow. This was exalted into heaven, angels, and au- 
thorities, and powers, being made ſubject unto the 
man Chriſt Jeſus. If this remark be true, then our 
author's interpretation is erroneous ; conſequently, 
his round-about argument, derived from a miſtaken 
principle, muſt fall to nothing, 

Page 12. in the note our objector aſks, © Did the 
people of //rael, upon hearing theſe words, I am the 
Lord thy God, who brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, ever imagine, that there were three perſons 
then ſpeaking ?”—This queſtion, I ſuppoſe, is intend- 
ed to invalidate the doctrine of the Trinity. But the 
great article ſtands upon a rock, too impenetrable to 
he undermined by ſuch an interrogatory, too im- 
moveable to be ſhaken by ſuch a ſuggeſtion. I pre- 
tend not to give a categorical anſwer to the query ; 
* Heb. i. 6. 


17 H 


e«prnoacbut eaurov v Juv, — This te- 


582 J ES WS HUN 


but only deſire to obſerve, that the people of /ja-/ 
have ſeveral intimations, in their ſacred books, of a 
plurality of perſons in the unity of the divine eſſence. 
They were accuſtomed to hear Mees ſpeak in the 
plural number, when he relates the wonderful work 
of creation, Let us make man. Ther inſpired and 
royal preachers ſpoke of the almighty Maker of them, 
and of all things, in plural terms, Remember now thy 
Creator *, in the original Creators. The prophets 
acknowledged and teach this grand myſtery, particu- 
cularly the evangelical prophet {/arah, chap. Ixin. 9. 
10. So that, if the children of Faceb and Foſeph were 
ignorant of this awful truth, it ſeems owing rather 
to the blindneſs of their underſtandings, than to the 
want of proper diſcoveries trom above.—But be the 
caſe, as it is ſuppoſed, with regard to the Fews., Are 
we obliged to copy their ignorance ? Muit their ſen- 
timents be our guide ? their 1maginations the model 
of our creed? Surely, for a Chriſtian to argue, or 
even to ſurmiſe, that there is no ſuch thing, becauſe 
the ancient Fews were not acquainted with it, is alto- 
gether as unreaſonable, as it would be unphilotophi- 
cal to maintain, that there are no ſuch places as Ame- 
rica, or Greenland, becauſe they were both unknown 
to the ancient inhabitants of Canaan.—Mr Tombins can- 
not but know, that it is the excellency of the evange- 
lical diſpenſation, to take off the veil from the Mz/az- 
cal. That we, by comparing their law with our go- 
ſpel, by applying the interpretation of our apoſtles to 
the doctrines of their prophets, are able to ſee clearly 
what they perceived but dimly. Ye do always reſiſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, ſays St Stephen, as your fathers did, 
ſo do ye 4. If this reproof be compared with the ſe- 
veral narratives, recorded in the Old Teſtament, con- 
cerning the ſtiſſ· necked and refractory behaviour of the 
Fews, we ſhall gather by the cleareſt deduction, that the 
Holy Ghoſt is Jehovah. Perhaps, the //rae/ites, when 
they heard the p/a/m/? playing upon his harp, and 
ſinging this congratulatory hymn of praiſe, Thou art 
aſcended up on high, thou haſt led captivity captive, 
and received gifts for men; yea, even for thy enemies, 
that the Lord God m_ dwell among them]; — the 
Iſraelites, I ſay, upon hearing theſe words, might not 
be aware, that the perſon who aſcended up on high, 
was the blefſed Jeſus ; and that the Lord God dwelling 
among, dwelling in depraved diſobedient mortals, to 
renew and reclaim them, was the Holy Ghoſt. But 
we, by collating Eph. iv. 8. with the former part of 
the verſe ; and John xiv. 17. Rom. viii. 11. with the 
latter, are, to our exceeding great conſol tion, brought 
to the knowledge of theſe glorious doctrines. 

Page 14. our author obterves, That Dr Watts 
would prove the propriety of paying divine worſhip 
to the Holy Ghoſt, from the form of adminiſtering bap- 
tiſm.” — This argument he undertakes to invalidate. 
He proceeds in a very unexpected manner; ſprings a 
mine, of which we were not at all 3 
What if it ſhould turn to the overthrow of his own 
tenet ?!— The Doctor maintains, That baptiſm is a 
piece of worſhip.” Our author replies, © That hear- 
ing the word, in the public aſſemblies, may alſo be re- 
puted a piece of worſhip.“ — May it ſo? Then ex ore 
tuo—Your own conceſſion contutes your opinion. For, 
if to hear the word with aſſiduity, with reverence, 
with an humble expectation of its becoming the in- 
ſtrument of our ſalvation ;—if this be a ſpecies of wor- 
ſhip, it is, doubtleſs, a worſhip paid to him, who is 
the author and giver of the word. Now, we are ſure, 
that it was the Holy Ghoſt, who ſpake by the prophets, 
who ſpake by the apoſtles, who ipake all the words of 
that life, which, in our religious congregations, are 
explained and enforced. | 

Page 15. Mr Tomkins urges the expreſſion of St 
Paul, 1 Cor. x. 2. which I cannot forbear ſuſpecting, 
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notwithſtanding all the remonſtrances of char ; 

thinketh no — he wilfully mitunderſtang” f 
evident, on the very firſt glance, that Moſes in * 
place, cannot mean the man Meſes ; but the ſyſtem 6 
religion, the body of laws, moral, judicial, x K 
monial, which were, by him, delivered to the Fe 

Is it therefore a proof, that to be baptized into th. 
name of the Holy Ghoſt is no act of worſhip to th 4 
divine perſon, becauſe it was no act of worhir : | 
Moſes, to have been baptized into an &c0nomy in My 
tuted by God, and only promulged by Moſes ? : 

For my part, I am ſtedfaſtly perſuaded, that to he 
baptized into the name of the Holy Ghoſt, is a y 
noble and ſublime kind of worſhip ; not to fay 2 
indiſpenſable obligation to all other inſtances ang de 
grees of worſhip.—lt is coupled with that greatef c 
Chriſtian duties, believing. Which I take to be: 
worſhip of the mind, far more important than an 
bodily homage ; without which, all external exprei. 
hons of adoration are mere formality. He that be. 
lieveth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved.—1 verily think, 
no one will deny, that baptiſm is, at leaſt, equal in 
its import to cireumciſion; inſtead of which it ſeems 
to be ſubſtituted. Now, circumciſion was evidently 4 
token and ratification of the covenant of Jehovah. It was 
a viſible atteſtation to the perſon circumciſed, that the 
Lord was his God, engaged by covenant to protect, blek 
and make him finally happy. It was a folemn dech. 
ration of an abſolute ſelf- ſurrender to the bleſſed God, 
to acknowledge him for the only Lord, to ſerve hin 
in all dutiful obedience, to ſeek his glory, and to be 
reſigned to his will. This ſeems to have been the 
meaning of that divinely-appointed rite, emphatically 
expreſſed in thoſe words of the Fewr/h legiſlator, Thou 
haſt this day avouched the Lord to be thy God, to 
walk in his ways, and to keep his ſtatutes, and to 
hearken unto his voice, And the Lord hath avouch- 
ed thee this day to be his peculiar people *.—And can 
we imagine, that baptiſm, which has ſuperſeded cir- 
cumciſion, is inferior to it in fignificancy ? Or can ve 
imagine, that theſe ſolemn acts of recognizing the Lord 
for our only God, and conſecrating ourſelves to his 
honour, are no expreſſions of — ? 

Though this dedication of ourſelves to the ſervice 
of the Holy Ghoſt ſhould be implied in the ordinance 
of baptiſm, * ſtill it muſt be granted,“ replies our 
author, that this can be no other ſervice of the Spirit, 
that what is enjoined in the New Teſtament,” (page 
1 5.) —Theredy inſinuating, that it is ſomewhat differ- 
ent from the ſervice we ſtand engaged to yield both 
to the Father and to the Son. But, according to al 
the allowed methods of ſpeech, the baptized perſon i 
dedicated alike to each of the three ſacred perſons: 
he avows them all to be the object of his worſhip, and 
the author of his ſalvation. There is no manner 
difference in the terms which ſpecify the obligations; 
and ſince divine wiſdom has made them the ſame, why 
ſhould we preſume to pronounce them diverſe : Ho 
unaccountably-ſtrange would the baptiſmal form be, 
on our objector's interpretation; I baptize thee into 
an obligation to adore, to obey, to worſhip the Father 
and the Son; but not to pay the ſame reverential and 
devout regards to the Holy Ghoſt? What witer 
ingenuity, in order to ſupport a ſingular hypothelis, 
would do ſuch apparent violence to the meaning 
the ſacred text? What reader of diſcernment wou 
become a convert to an opinion, which muſt darken 
and pervert the moſt evident ſenſe of ſcripture, in d. 
der to acquire an air of plauſibility ? — Suppoſe 2 fel 
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fon ſhould, in making his laſt will, expreſs himſelf in 


the following ſtyle: I conſtitute A, B, and C, my joint 
executors; I give and bequeath to them, whateve 
remains of my eſtate and goods, when my legnon 
are paid, and my debts cleared. Would it not be 

moſt extravagant and unreaſonable pretence, if a Cap” 
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ius neighbour ſhould maintain, that C is not veſted 
Iich an equal power, has notaright to an equaldividend 
— ch A and B ? If a * of the long robe ſhould 
er to give this for law, would he not forfeit his charac- 
er either of ſagacity or integrity \—If none of theſe ob- 
ns will convince Mr Tomkins, that he has miſre- 
reſented the tenor and extent of the baptiſmal engage- 
ment, we will, in order to bring the matter, if poſlible, 
to an amicable accommodation, accede even to his own 
aſlertion. He argues, 6 That no other ſervice of the 
Sprit can be meant, but ſuch as is enjoined in the 
New Teſtament.””-— Agreed ; let us join Hue on this 
ſooting. Let us reſt the cauſe on this bottom. As it 
1s Mr Tania own motion, I hope, he will acquieſce 
in the reſult of ſuch a trial. Now, the New Telta- 
ment, both virtually and explicitly, requires us to 
knowledge the Holy Ghoſt to be God and Lord; 
and what ſervice is payable, according to the preſcrip- 
tions of the New Teſtament, to ſuch a Being? Thus, 
und no other, I would render myſelf; this, and no o- 
ner is rendered by all the churches. I do not ſo much 
„attempt to be an advocate for any other worthip 
to be addreſſed to the Divine Spirit, than what the 
evangelical ſcriptures direct us to ofler unto that ma- 
jeſlic and venerable, that tremendous and amiable 
name, The Lord our God. If therefore the New Te- 
{ment demands all honour and adoration, as the in- 
violable due of this moſt exalted Being, then Mr 
T,mkins muſt either flatly deny the Divinity of the 
Holy Ghoſt, muſt contradict the ex preſs declaration of 
the inſpired writers on this head, or elſe confeſs, that 
lis notion ſtands condemned even on his own pria- 
ciples. 

What is alleged from 1 Cor. i. 13. this ſeems to cor- 
roborate our ſentiments, rather than to ſupport his. 
gt Paul aſks, with warmth, and a fort of holy indig- 
Nation—nuc ro e Taue Hale drt; be ſpeaks of it as an ab- 
ſurd and ſhocking thing. Now, what could render 
this fo odious and monſtrous a practice; ſuch as the 
apoſtle diſclaims and At with abhorrence ? No- 
thing, that I can apprehend, but the horrid evil it 
would imply. The evil of aſcribing divine honours 
to Paul, making Paul an object of worſhip, and con- 
ſecrating perſons to a creature, who onght to be con- 
ſecrated only to the Creator, God blefied for ever. 
6 that I muſt declare, I think this text a flrong inti- 
mation, that baptiſm is really a ſacred ſervice or di- 
vine worſhip, which it is utterly unallowable for any 
creature to aſſume or admit. Therefore, the good a- 
poſtle renounces it, with a noble kind of deteſtation; 
much like the angel, who, when 70-2 offered to fall 
at his feet, and do him homage, Crics, oe wn rw ee 
rpocu urr ®, 

The apoſtolical benediction is another paſſage uſual- 
ly and deſervedly produced, in juſtification of our 

practice. Mr Tomkzns alleges, © That this is very differ- 
ent from a direct addreſs by way of prayer to the Spi- 
it,” (page 17.)—lt ſeems to me to be an undoubted 
prayer, and to have the very fame force as if it had 
been expreſſed in the more common precatory form ; 
O Lord Jefus Chriſt, vouchſafe them thy grace; O 
God of goodneſs, grant them thy love; O eternal 
Spirit, accompany them with thy comfortable pre- 
ſence. That this is the purport of the words, is un- 
deniable; and where is the extraordinary difference, 
whether they be introduced by an eſto, or a fac *—l 
believe, all will allow the form ordained by God 
(Numb, vi. 24. 25. 26.) for the uſe of the Jewiſh 
E was a real prayer: The Lord bleſs thee, and 

cep thee; the Lord make his face to ſhine upon thee, 
and be gracious unto thee ; the Lord lift up the light 
of his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace! 
f this was an addreſs to the Almighty, the apoſtoli- 
cal henediction is exactly of the fame nature. 10 lay, 
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that it was only a kind of wiſh, and not deſigned for 
a devout aſpiration to Jehovah, muſt greatly debaſe 
and enervate it: not to hint, that this ſacerdotal bleſſ- 
ing contained a recognition of three divine perſons, 
which might be obſcure in that age, but has been ful- 
ly illuſtrated by the apoſtles: not to hint, the great 
probability, that St Paul had this very paſſage in his 
eye, when he breathed out his benedictive prayer, 
and purpoſely intended to explain it in the evangeli- 
cal ſenſe.—Beſides, I would deſire to know, whether 
any miniſter could, with a ſafe conſcience, uſe the fol- 
lowing benediction? The grzc2 of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the love of God, and the fellowſhip of the 
Virgin Mary, be with you all, amen! Why ſhould a 
conictentious miniſter be afraid of uſing ſuch a form, 
if it be no prayer? if it be not a virtual aſcription of 
omniſcience, omnipreſence, and omnipotence to the 
Virgin, and, in conſequence of thoſe attributes, a ſup- 
plicatory addreſs to her? Still we are encountered 
with another objection, © If 1 ſhould ſay to a friend, 
May the good angels attend you ; ſhall this be called 
a praying to the angels?”'—Mr Tomkins himſelf muſt 
own, if he will deal fairly, that the caſe is by no means 
parallel. The elect angels diſavow all divine worſhip, 
but does the Holy Ghoſt do this? The elect angels are 
miniſtering ſpirits, but of the Holy Ghoſt it is ſaid, 
The Lord is that Spirit. The angels are confeſſedly 
created and finite beings, ſo that it would be abſur- 
dity and blaſphemy to invocate them z but the Holy 
Ghoſt is poſſeſſed of the perfections, performs the 
works, and is called by the incommunicable name of 
God, ſo that it is wiſdom and piety to pray to him, 
For which reaſons, I make no doubt, but that whens 
ever the apoſtles put up ſuch an ejaculation, » wwe rv 
yu Tnvuar Ae ca war, they accompanied it with a de- 
vout mental addreſs to the uncreated Spirit : becauſe 
it would be 2 piece of irreverence and of folly, barely 
to with the mercy, and not apply to that ever-preſent 
Being for its accompliſhment, 

As for the other arguments which Dr Watts ad- 
vances, in order to vindicate the cuſtom of aſcribing 
praiſe to the Holy Ghoſt, viz. © That it may be ex- 
pedient to practiſe it frequently in fome — 
where it has been long uſed, leſt great offence ſhould 
be given.” —* That it may be proper to uſe it ſome- 
times, on purpoſe to hold forth the doctrine of the 
Trinity in times of error, and to take away all ſuſpi- 
cion of hereſy from the public worſhip.” — Theſe con- 
ſiderations 1 leave to the Doctor. I have no inclina- 
tion to try my ſkill at ſuch weapons, but chuſe to act 
with regard to them, as David acted in relation to 
Saul's armour ; becauſe I really think, that they ra- 
ther encumber than uphold the cauſe : They are ſo 
unwarily worded, that they repreſent the practice, 
not as a noble eſſential piece of divine worſhip, found- 
ded on the ſtrongeſt and moſt invariable principles, 
always ſuitable to our neceſlities, and always corre- 
ſpondent to the nature of the bleſſed Spirit; but as an 
occaſional and time-ſerving expedient; to be uſed, 
not conflantly, but now and then only ; and that, to 
anſwer a turn, none of the moſt important, to avoid 
not any real deficiency in worſhip, but only a ſuſpi- 
cion of hereſy. Where-ever I am ſolicitous to ſecure 
the conclulion, I would by no means offer to deduce 
it from ſuch unſohd and precarious premiſes. ; 

I have now examined the moſt conſiderable objec» 
tions, urged by Mr Tomkins, againſt the unanimous 
practice of Chriſtian congregations, whether they con- 
form or diſſent. I ſhall only beg the continuance of 
your candour and patience, whale I touch upon an- 
other particular or two, which may farther corrobo- 
rate our cuſtom, and prove it to be ſomewhat more 
than warrantable. | 

Suppoſe we produce a command of our Lord Jeſus 
Chritt will this be ſufficient to aſcertain the prac- 
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tice? Does not our Saviour give this charge to his 
apoſtles? Pray ye the Lord of the harveſt, that he 
would ſend forth labourers into his harveſt *. Now, 
I would humbly aſk, Who the Lord of this ſpiritual 
harveſt is? Shall we refer ourſelves to ſcripture for ſa- 
tisfaction? Will Mr Tomkins abide by the determina- 


tion of ſcripture? will he honeſtly acknowledge, that, 


if the ſcripture declares the Holy Ghoſt to be the Lord 
of the harveſt, we have then a clear commiſſion, a po- 
fitive command, to addreſs ourſelves by way of prayer 
to the Holy Ghoſt ?—It is the Holy Ghoſt who ap- 
points the labourers that are to be employed in this 
harveſt : The Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Barnabas 
and Saul, for the work whereunto I have called 
them 4. It is the Holy Ghoſt, who qualifies the work- 
men, that are to diſpatch this momentous buſineſs, 
with wiſdom, with knowledge, with utterance, and 
with all miraculous abilities, 1 Cor. x11. 8. 9. 10. 11. 
It is the Holy Ghoſt who makes theſe labours eflectu- 
al, and crowns them with ample ſucceſs, As x. 44. 
1 Thefſ. i. 5,—From theſe ſcriptures, and their teſti- 
monies concerning the bleſſed Spirit, it ſeems indiſpu- 
tably plain, that he is Lord of the harveſt. Can we 
have a more forcible motive to pray unto him, than 
the conſideration of. his ſuperintending, conducting, 
and proſpering the progreſs of (that belt of bleſlings) 
the everlaſting goſpel! Need we a better warrant to 
offer our devouteſt applications to him, than our 
Lord's expreſs injunction, viewed in connection with 
theſe remarkable texts; 

Suppoſe I prove farther, that the heavenly beings 
pay divine worſhip to the Holy Ghoſt; ſuppoſe 1 
thew you angels and archangels in poſtures of pro- 
found adoration at the throne of the eternal Spirit, 
and glorifying him in {trains of the moſt ſublime de- 
votion. Will this be allowed a proper precedent for 
our practice? will any one be ſo bold as to affirm, that 
he is unſit to receive the worthip of mortals on earth, 
if it appear that he is the object of angelical worſhip 
in the heaven of heavens? In the ſixth chapter of /- 
ſaiab, we meet with one of the grandeſt repreſenta- 
tions imaginable : Jehovah exhibits himſelf to the en- 
tranced prophet, ſeated on a loity and auguſt throne; 
before him ſtood the immortal hoſts of feraphim ; they 
veiled their faces in token of deepelt ſelt- abaſement; 
they lifted up their voices with a rapturous fervour, 
and uttered this magnificent acclamation, Holy, holy, 
holy is the Lord of hoſts; the whole earth is full of 
his glory. The triſagium of the ſeraphic armies ſeems 
to intimate, that they addreſſed their praiſes to the 
one Jehovah in a trinity of perſons. If you look for- 
ward to verſe 8. you will find another circumſtance 
confirming this remark; for the glorious Majeſty ſpeaks 
of himſelf, in the plural number, Who will go for us? 
But the proof I chiefly depend on, the proof which is 
abſolutely inconteſtable ; which none can deny, with- 
out ſuppoſing themſelves better judges of the ſenſe of 
ſcripture, than the apoſtles; this proof is found in 
Aets xxvili. 2 5. where St Paul evidently applies the 
words, ſpoke by this majeſtic and divine Being, to 
the Holy Ghoſt, Well ſpake the Holy Ghoſt, ſaying. 
And if he attributes the words to this ſacred per- 
ſon, who dares ſeparate the honours? Since all muſt 
allow, that the perſon who gives the commiſſion to 
the prophet, and the perſon whom the celeſtial legions 
adore, 1s one and the ſame.—Since therefore the an- 

els addreſs the Holy Ghoſt with ſolemn acts of praiſe; 

nce they bear united teſtimony, that the whole earth 
is full of his glory; Mr Tomk:ns ſhould conſider, whe- 


ther he acts a becoming part, in endeavouring to ex- 


clude his glory from any Chriſtian congregation by 
his example, and from every Chriſtian congregation 
by his writings. 

If Mr Tomkins ſhould ſtill think his own opinion 


* Matth. ix. 38. Luke x. 2. + Ads xiii, 2. & XX, 28. 
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ſufficient to over-rule all theſe allegations 
of greater weight than the practice of St Pay! t 1 
Theſſalonians ; more unexceptionable, and fitter | = 
admitted as our pattern, than the example of A. de 


of ſcripture 


gelic hoſt ; I cannot but imagine, that t — 
of our cuſtom is apparent — on the ten Propel = 
own favourite notions. Page 12. he quotes that . 
and fundamental law of revealed religion, Th 
ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him on! ſhut 
thou ſerve.” He proceeds to conſider, who thi —— 
our God is, whom we are to ſerve. He then info rd 
us, © It appears from the whole current of ſeri "I 
in the New Teſtament, as well as the Old, this . 
he, who, in times paſt, ſpake unto the Fathers b 15 
prophets.” Rightly judged. We make no x, . 
from this verdict, but acquieſce in it, though it ton 
own. Only taking along with us St Peter's declaration 
Prophecy came not in old time (rather, at any — 
unquam, not olim, wore, not naxz) by the will of 7g 
but holy men of God ſpake, as they were moved b ; 
the Holy Ghoſt *. Mr Tomkins himfelf maintains that 
the genuine and undoubted object of divine worſhi 
is that infinitely wiſe and gracious Being, who ſpike 
to our fathers by the prophets ; and St Peter, in th 
moſt expreſs manner poſſible, aflerts, that this infinite. 
ly wile and gracious Being, who ſpake by the prophet 
is the Holy Ghoſt. Can demonſtration itſelf be planer 
Sure, then, Mr Tom41ns muſt either retract his poſition, 
or diſallow the apoſtle's application of it, or el 
leave to adhere inviolably to our practice, and to lock 
upon it as juſtifiable beyond all reaſonable exception 
and, what ſhould carry ſome peculiar weight with our 
author, juſtifiable on principles of his own. 

May I urge this point a little farther :I ſhould be 
glad to know, what is the ſcriptural meaning of he. 
ing converted unto the Lord ? Is it not, to renounce 
every lying vanity, to forſake every evil way, and 
turn to the Lord with all our heart? that we may 
fear him, love him, put our whole truſt in him, and 
{ſerve him truly all the days of our life. Does not this 
include ſome, rather is it not comprehenſive of al 
worſhip? So that if it is certain from ſcripture, that 
ſinners are to be converted to the Holy Ghoſt ; then 
it is equally certain, that ſinners are to pay, not ſome 
only, but all worſhip, to that bleſſed Being, who is 
the centre of their ſouls, and the ſource of their hap- 
pineſs. Be pleaſed to read attentively 2 Cor. iii. 16, 
17. and we dare venture to ſtand by your deciſion. 

Let me add one more conſideration, and I have 
done.—The bleſſed Spirit is to help our infirmities in 
prayer, Rom. viii. 26. The Spirit is to ſubdue our ini 
quities, and mortify the deeds of the body, Rom. vii. 
13. The Spirit is to ſhed abroad the love of God in 
our hearts, Rom. v. 5. The Spirit is to ſanctify us 
wholly, in all our faculties, 1 Thef. v. 23. The Spint 
is to transform us into the divine image, 2 Cor. iii. 18. 


The Spirit is to ſeal us unto the on of redemption, | 


Eph. iv. zo. and to be the earneſt of an incorruptible 
inheritance, Eph. i. 14. In a word, from the Spirit 
we are humbly to expect all the fruits of goodness, 
righteouſneſs, and truth, Eph. v. 9. Now, what 2 
comfortable proſpect riſes before us, if this Spirit be 
the all-ſufficient, the infinite God, to whom nothing 
is impoſlible ; who is able to do for us exceeding 
abundantly even above all that we can aſk or think! 
But how languid muſt be our hopes, how ſcanty o 
expectations, if he be not the divine Being, but only 
ſome finite exiſtence ! And, in another ſtate of thing), 
to whom will righteous ſouls acknowledge themſelves 
inexpreſſibly indebted, to whom will they return ther 
ardent thanks, and addreſs the moſt joyful praiſes, 
but to the author of all theſe ineſtimable bleſſings! l 
this then is likely to be the employ and the delig"t 
of heaven, ſhould it not be begun on earth? 
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Upon the whole; Since the cuſtom of offerin 
rayer, and addreſſing praiſe, to the Holy Ghoſt, 1s 
F itrary to no text of ſcripture, is founded upon his 
Jivine nature, and reſults from the indiſpenſable obli- 

tion of creatures to worſhip the Godhead :—Since 
it was undeniably the practice of the Chriſtian church, 
in its pureſt days, and has been received, by unani- 
mous approbation, for many hundreds of preceding 

dars: Since it is probable, if we will allow their doc- 
eines and conduct to be conſiſtent, it is certain, if we 
will prefer the moſt accurate and unembarraſſed inter- 

.etation of their epiſtles, that the apoſtles uſed this 
chad of worſhip :—Since the analogy of the whole 
{-ripture juſtifies it, and the innumerable benelits, 
hich are communicated to us from the bleſſed Spirit, 
mand it :—Since angels aſcribe glory to his awful 
aſeſty, and our Saviour directs us to put up pray- 
rs to his almighty goodneſs :—Theſe, and other con- 
(erations, determine me to join, without the leaſt 
icruple, with full aſſurance of its propriety, in that 
.ncient noble doxology.—Glory be to the Father, who 
ith loved us with an everlaſting love, and to the Son, 
who hath waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, — 
and to the Holy Ghoſt, who applies theſe bleflings of re- 


deeming grace to our corrupt hearts; to this great, 


«ternal, incomprehenſible Trinity be rendered undi- 
vided honours, and immortal praiſe ! 

Having been ſo very prolix already, I ſhall not render 
myſelf more tedious by making any apology ; but ſhall 
only add, what no conſideration can induce me to 0- 
mit, that I am, dear Sir, 


Your obliged friend, G. 


> — IO" _ — 
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Dear Sir, Weſton-Favell, March, 1745-6. 


O U have ſet me a taſk, which I ſhould be glad 
to execute, if I was able. God forbid, that I 
ſhould be backward to plead for the intereſts of that 
Redeemer on earth, who, I truſt, is making perpetual 
interceſſion for me in heaven. But my fear is, leſt 
the noble cauſe ſhould ſuffer, by the unſkilfulneſs of 
its defendant. It is for this reaſon, purely for this 
reaſon, I wiſh to decline accepting the challenge you 
ſeem to give me in your letter. For this once, how- 
ever, I will enter the liſts, and venture to try the 
{trength, not of your arm, but of your arguments. 
do not wonder, that you have objections to make 
againſt Chriſtianity. I know ſome eminent Chriſtians 
who wereformerly warm and zealous in the oppoſition: 
yet they have frankly owned, that their minds were 
then either very inconſiderate, or elſe immerſed in other 
ſpeculation, and that they had no leiſure, or no inclina- 


tion to weigh the evidences, and examine the nature 


of the evangelical doctrine. Since they have applied 
themſelves to conſider theſe points, with a ſeriouſneſs 
and attention, becoming an inquiry of the laſt impor- 
tance; an inquiry, in which their very ſouls and all 
their eternal intereſts were embarked, they are tho- 
roughly convinced, that their former ſentiments were 
wrong. They are fully perſuaded, that the | ang 
inſtitution is of divine extract; that it is a ſyſtem, 
noble and ſublime, benevolent and gracious, every 
Way ſuitable to the majeſty of God, and admirably 
calculated for the comfort, the improvement, and 


7 the happineſs of mankind. 


Methinks you will reply, and very reaſonably, that 
* 2 ſuch ſhould be able to account for the change of 
their opinions.” I dare ſay they can.—But as you 
call on me fo particularly to vindicate the religious 
principles, which I have from my fancy embraced ; I 
= ao attempt to vindicate them from the various 
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charges, of which they ſtand arraigned in your let- 
ter. ect 

Be pleaſed then, dear Sir, to obſerve, that. the Chri- 
ſtian doctrine teaches, that when God brought man 
into being, he bleſſed him with a ſtate perfectly holy 
and happy. If you read the Bible, the authentic nar- 
rative of our fall, as well as the only guide to our re- 
covery, you will find it an avowed truth, That God 
made man upright. If, therefore, man corrupted 
himſelf, and (as it is impoſſible to bring a clean thing 
out of an unclean) polluted his offspring; where is 
the harſhneſs, where the injuſtice of the divine proce- 
dure in adjudging him worthy of death ? Let God 
be juſtified, and let mortals bear the blame. 

You think it very odd, that this tragical cataſtrophe 
ſhould be occaſioned by cating an apple. So ſhould I 
too, was there nothing more in the caſe, than barely 
eating an apple. But this was a wilful and preſump— 
tuous breach of a moſt politive command, of the on- 
ly command, which the almighty Lawgiver enjoined. 
And the ſmaller the matter of the prohibition, the 
more inexcuſable was the fault of not complying with 
it. In this act of diſobedience was implied, the moſt 
perverſe diſcontent in the happieſt circumſtances ima- 
ginable; the moſt ſhameful ingratitude for the molt 
incitimable favours ; pride and arrogance, even to an 
unſufferable degree; implicit blaſphemy, making God 
a liar, and hearkening to the ſuggeſtions of the devil, 
in preference to the ſolemn declarations of truth itſelf. 
Indeed, this tranſgreſſion was a complication of ini- 
quities ; and, though repreſented under the extenua- 
ting terms of eating an apple, was really the moſt 
horrid provocation that was ever committed. 

But that the tranſgreſſion of Adam ſhould faſten 
guilt, or tranſmit corruption to his lateſt poſterity, 
this, you imagine, is all a chimera.—If then you was 
created in a perfect ſtate; if you ſuffered nothing by 
the original lapſe, why is your heart prone to num- 
berleſs evils? why do you tread in the ſteps of an a- 
poltate anceſtor ? why do you violate the law of an 
inſinitely-pure God, and too often delight in that ab- 
ominable and accurſed thing which he hateth, fin ? 
You are too honeſt and ingenuous to deny the truth 
of theſe expoſtulations. And if ſo, you muſt allow, 
that your nature was depraved in Adam, or, which 
ſeems to be more culpable, that you have corrupted 
yourſelf. Then, there is no ſuch great cauſe to find 
fault with the ſupreme Diſpoſer of things, for inclu- 
ding you in Adam's treſpaſs, ſince you yourſelf do the 
ſame things. 

Is it conſiſtent, you aſk, with the character of an 
infinitely- good Being, to make this reſolve, That he 
would, on account of this ſingle crime, bring into 
exiſtence almoſt innumerable millions of creatures, 
ſo ſpoiled by himſelf, that they ſhould all deſerve e- 
ternal damnation ? I anſwer, This is entirely a miſ- 
repreſentation of the Chriſtian ſcheme. It was not 
in conſequence of the original crime, that God deter- 
mined to bring the human race into being ; but in pur- 
ſuance of his own eternal purpoſes, which are always 
the iſſue of conſummate wiſdom, of unbounded bene- 
volence, and will, unleſs his creatures ſtubbornly reject 


the overtures of his love, terminate in their unſpeak- 


able felicity.— Neither was the human race ſpoiled by 
the Creator, but by themſelves.—To ſuppoſe, that the 
Author of all excellence ſhould deprave the work of 


his own hands, is doubtleſs a ſhocking 4 aw and 


\nch as we utterly diſavow. So far was he from be- 
ing the ſole operator, that he was not ſo much as ac- 
* in any degree to their miſery: but warned 
them of their danger; charged them to beware; and 


planted the barrier of his own tremendous threatenings 


between them and ruin. * 
T7 | 
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You are diſpleaſed, that everlaſting happineſs ſhould 
never be attainable by any of theſe creatures, but by 
thoſe few to whom God gives his effectual free grace. 
If the propolition be ſet in another light, which 
is really the true method of ſtating it; if we ſay, 
That, though all have forfeited, yet all may recover 
everlaſting happineſs, becauſe effectual grace is freely 
offered to all; what can a man of candour object to 
ſuch a diſpenſation ? Will he not acknowledge the 
goodneſs of the divine procedure, and inveigh againſt 
the perverſeneſs of mortals ; the moſt unrea'onable 

rverſeneſs of all thoſe, who are too proud to be 
ſenſible of their want of grace, or too careleſs to trouble 
their heads about it? Will he not be conſtrained to de- 
clare them ſuicides, and that they are chargeable, if 
they periſh, with their own deſtruction ? It we pre- 
ſcribe a medicine of ſovereign efficacy, and the ſick 
is ſo ſelf-willed as to refuſe the recipe, who is to be 
blamed, in caſe of a miſcarriage, the phyſician or the 
patient ? 

When therefore you talk of perſons being unavoida- 
bly damned, you quite miſconceive the tenor of our 
moſt merciful and benign inſtitution; which offers for- 
giveneſs to all, though ever ſo profligate, through the 
Saviour's atonement ; which makes a tender of grace 
to all, though ever ſo abandoned, through the Savi- 
our's mediation. The language, the moſt compaſſion- 
ate language of which, is, Turn ye, turn ye from your 
evil ways, for why will you die? And becauſe the ſin- 
ner, enllaved to vice, is unable to ſhake off the fetters, 
it farther ſays, Aſk, and ye ſhall receive; ſeek, and 
ye ſhall find, grace ſufficient for you. 

As to the meaning of the term grace, I apprehend, 
it ſignifies the pardon of obnox1ous, and the accept- 
ance of unworthy perſons, on account of the expi- 
ation and merits of their Redeemer. It imports alſo 
2 communication of knowledge and ſtrength to igno- 
rant and impotent creatures, that they may diſcern 
their Creator's will, and diſcerning, may be enabled 
to perform it. And in forming theſe ideas, I can 
ſee nothing ſtupid ; in expecting theſe bleſſings, no- 
thing fooliſh. 

But ſtill, perhaps, you think it ſcarce reconcileable 
with the wiſdom, the juſtice, the mercy of God, to 
ſuffer mankind to fall. That he foreſaw it, and could 
have prevented it, is undeniable. He foreſaw it, or 
elſe he could not be omniſcient: he was able to have 
prevented it, otherwiſe he could not be omnipotent. 
—But what if the eternal Maker knew, that this 
would give occaſion to the moſt ample and glorious 
manifeſtation of thoſe very attributes, which you ſu- 
ſpect are e hereby ? Would this conciliate your 
approbation ? would this incline you to acquieſce in 
the ceconomy of the goſpel ? 

| Certainly it is a moſt ſtupendous diſcovery of wiſ- 
dom to find out a method, whereby the ſeemingly- 
jarring attributes of juſtice and mercy may be recon- 
ciled ;—whereby the finner may be ſaved, without any 
injury to the inviolable holineſs of his laws, or any 
derogation to the honour of his juſt- and righteous 
government. It was impoſſible to give ſuch an ama- 
zing proof of his infinite kindneſs for poor mortals, 


as by delivering his own Son to take their inferior 


nature, and bear all their guilt. Nor can there be ſo 
ſignal an exertion of juſtice, as to puniſh this moſt 
excellent perſon, when he ſtood in the place of offen- 
ders; or of mercy, as to divert the vengeance from 
their obnoxious to his immaculate and innocent head. 

As from the ſcheme of redemption, the higheſt 
glory redounds to the divine Majeſty, ſo the richeſt 
conſolation 1s derived from hence to frail creatures. 
The happineſs of men conſiſts in the favour of God. 
His love is better than life. To be graciouſly re- 
garded by that adorable Being, who ſtretched out 
the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth ; 
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to be the objects of his complacency, 
conſtitutes 8 and whe frowe \ RON 
deſtruction ;—this, this is human felicity. 
could God almighty give us a brighter evide 

a more pregnant proof of his inconceivably- tend 
concern for us, than by ſurrendering his only 80 N 
condemnation and death for our ſake ? Tranſport to 
thought! big with a delight, which man co, 
ver have known, had not Adam fallen. This e 
an objection, on which you ſtrongly inſiſt, That 
and others never conſented to make Adam your "wy 
ſentative. For if this method of ordering things j” 
productive of a ſuperior felicity to all that are willing 
to be happy, then it can be no wrong to the world ;; 
general, or to any individual perſon in particular 
No more than it 1s a wrong to the minor, for fi 
guardians to procure intereſt for his money, and im. 
prove his eſtate, againſt the time of his coming tg 
age. 

Upon the whole; There is no reaſon to quarrel with 
that ſovereign will of God, which permitted us to fil 
in Adam, from thence to contract guilt, to derive pol. 
lution, and, conſequently, to deſerve damnation 
But rather there is abundant cauſe to admire, to 
adore, to bleſs his holy name, for providing 2 Re. 
deemer ; a Redeemer of unknown dignity, and un- 
utterable perfections; a Redeemer, by whom all the 
evils of the fall may be more than redrefled ; a Re. 
deemer, in whom all the awful and amiable attribute; 
of the Deity are moſt illuſtriouſly diſplayed ; a Re. 
deemer, through whom the moſt wicked and mot 
unfortunate of our race may find mercy, and arrive 
at happineſs ; a Redeemer, who moſt compaſlionately 
invites all, all that are weary and heavy laden, to come 
to him, and moſt aſſuredly declares, that whoſoever 
believeth in him, ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life.— And is it not ſtrange,—very ſtrange,—hardly 
credible, ſure, that any ſhould reject ſo great ſalvation, 
and chuſe death rather than life? 

Let me beg of you, Sir, to conſider theſe points 
with calmneſs and impartiality. Lou cannot but be 
ſenſible, that many learned, many wiſe, many excel. 
lent perſons, moſt cordially believe them; receive 
their chief ſatisfations from them; and would rather 
die, than renounce them. Since it is poſlible, at leaſt, 
that they may be in the right; ſince you do not pre- 
tend to be infallible in your judgment; and ſince you 
acknowlege a God of unerring wiſdom, and everlaſt- 
ing goodneſs, let me beſeech you to implore his gui- 
dance in your ſearch, and his direction in your deter- 
mination. For I am not aſhamed to own, or rather! 
am bold to maintain, that this wiſdom cometh from 
above; this wiſdom is the gift of God; and prayer is 
altogether as neceſlary to its attainment, as ſagacity 
of mind, or the accompliſhments of learning. 


* 
ſmile 
Worſe than 
And how 
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Dear Sir,  Weſton- Favell, April 1. 1746. 


F you can ſpare the Night-Thoughts, the bearer 0: 
this ticket will bring them ſafely to Weſton. I pre- 
poſe to read them, when buſineſs is done, and the da 
is fled; ſo that the time may correſpond with tl 
ſubject. 

I hope, the bookſeller has, before this time, waited 
on you with the little volume, which deſires your ac- 
ceptance. Was it to paſs through my hands before 
it was preſented, I ſhould almoſt be induced to 
ſcribe it with that pretty line in Virgil, 


Munera parva quidem, at magnum teſtantur amorem 


Pray, do you think that paſſage, Luke vi. 38. „,“ 
Fig rer x0ATOy uf is rightly rendered by our tranſlatols, 


4 
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Shall men give into your boſom? Is the idea of men 
neceſſarily implied in the original? Or can fact and ex- 

erience juſtify the tranſlators in giving this ſenſe to 
the original ? God, and conſcience, and a future ſtate 
vill amply recompenſe the beneficent ; but whether 
nen, the generality of men in this world are thus 
;encrous and grateful, ſeems to be a point that wants 
On fir mation» This remark was ſu geſted in peruſing 


the place, but 1 ſubmit it to your judgment, and re- 
main, Dear Sir, Oc. 


EE 
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Dear Sir, Weſton-Favell, Nov. 1. 1746. 


ulis morning I received your favour. The day 
ours, and threatens rain, which debars me from 
the pleaſure of paying you my thanks in perſon. 

Mr Huygens I hope to read very carefully. But, I 
believe, it will be proper to take heed of adopting in- 
to my plan any notions that are difficult and abſtruſe. 
| would have every thing ſo perſpicuous, that the 
dimmeſt underſtanding may apprehend my meaning; 
ſo obvious, that he who runs, may read. Let me lay 
before you a little ſketch of my deſign, with a re- 
queſt, that you would alter the general order, and 
make retrenchments, or additions of particular inci- 
dents, as you ſhall think molt expedient. 

A contemplative walk. — The approach of evening, 
and gradual extinction of light. — The advantages of 
ſolitude. The ſtillneſs of the univerſe. —The coolneſs 
of the atmoſphere.—Darkneſs, and its uſefulneſs to 
mankind.—Sleep, and its beneficial effects. Dreams, 
and their extravagance.—A glow-worm glimmering. 
—An owl ſhrieking.— A nightingale ſinging.— The 
very different circumſtances of mankind; ſome re- 
velling and carouſing; ſome agonizing and dying.— 
A knell ſounding.— The notion of ghoſts walking.— 
The moon, with its various appearances, and ſervice— 
ableneſs to our globe,—the heavenly bodies, — their 
number, —ſize, —courſes, —diſtances, —diſplay many of 
the glorious attributes of their Creator, — ſome of 
which are ſpeciſied.— They teach nothing of redemp- 
tion, this the peculiar prerogative of revelation. — 
Chriſt the day-ſtar from on high, that points out, and 
makes clear the way of ſalvation. 

Theſe are ſome of the ſubjects which, I imagined, 
might be admitted into the compoſition of a Night- 
piece. If others occur to your mind more plealing, 
or more ſtriking, be pleaſed to ſuggeſt them. 

am glad to find by the quotation from Mr Locke, 
that your eſteem and veneration for the ſcriptures, 
are on the increaſing hand. May we be perſuaded, 
cver more and more, of the incomparable excellency 


ol thole ſacred volumes. This one conſideration, that 


they are the book of God, is a higher recommendation 
of them, than could be diſplayed in ten thouſand pane- 


gyric orations. For my part, I purpoſe to addict my- 


ſelf with more inceſſant aſſiduity to this delightful and 
divine itudy. Away, my Homer ; I have no more 
nced of being entertained by you, ſince Fob and the 
prophets furniſh me with images much more magni- 
licent, and leſſons infinitely more important. Away, 
my Horace ; nor ſhall I ſuffer any loſs by your abſence, 
while the ſweet linger of [Iſrael tunes his lyre, and 
charms me with the fineſt flights of fancy, and inſpi- 
rits me with the nobleſt ſtrains of devotion. And e- 


den my prime favourite, my Virgil, may withdraw; 


lince in Iſaiah 1 enjoy all his majeſty of ſentiment, all 
his correctneſs of judgment, all his beautiful propriety 
of diction, and—But I muſt have done. The mei- 


lenger waits; he can ſtay no longer, than bare- 
ly to allow me leiſure to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Dear Sir, Cc. 


* we * * of * 
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Dear Sir, Weſton-Favell, Nov. 22. 1746. 


8 I cannot attend the inſirmary this day, permit 
A me to take this opportunity of acknowledging 
the favour of your laſt. 

The ſermon you was pleaſed to lend me, I admire. 
Chriſt the great propitiation is, with me, a moſt fa- 
vourite ſubject ; and, I think, the author has been ſo 
happy as to treat it in a clear, nervous, pathetic man- 
ner.—l am delighted with his reply, and rejoice to 
obſerve, that it has paſſed a ſecond edition. I hope 
the antidote will operate, and ſpread as wide as the 
poiſon. — This writer has another recommendation. 
Ilis conciſeneſs, added to perſpicuity, renders his ar- 
guments eaſy to be apprehended, and not dithcult to 
be remembered. I am ſo much charmed with his per- 
formance, that I beg leave to keep it a few days long- 
er; and ſhould take it as a favour, if, in the mean 
time, you would give the bookſeller an order to fend 
for one of the ſermons for me. 

[ heartily applaud the zeal you ſhew for the ſpiritual 
welfare of the patients. The infirmary would be an 
ineſtimable bleſſing, if, by the grace of God, it might 
be productive of a reformation in the perſons, whom 
it admits and diſcharges. As diſtreſſed objects will in 
all probability reſort to it from all parts ot the county, 
a change wrought in their hearts, and a renewal be- 
gun in their lives, might be a happy means of diffu- 
ling religion far and near. —I hope the clergy con- 
cerned in the management of the infirmary will, with 
delight and aſſiduity, concur in the proſecution of ſo 
deſirable an end. I can promiſe for one, ſo far as God 
hall give him ability.—I with ſome proper ſcheme 
were contrived for the execution of this delign, in 
which I might bear ſome little part, without giving 
umbrage to my brethren, or alarming their jealouty. 
l have ſometimes thought of offering to give the 
patients a kind of lecture or exhortation once a-week, 
tormed upon ſome or other of thoſe ſcriptures, nich 
are the ſtanding memento's of their wards *. But, 
ſometimes doubtful whether ſuch a propolal would 
meet with acceptance, ſometimes checked by the 1n- 
firmities of my conſtitution, I have hitherto neglected 
to mention the affair; however, I now venture to 
ſubmit it to your conſideration. To this, or any o- 
ther more adviſeable method, I ſhould very readily 
contribute the beſt of my aſſiſtance. 

Are you inclined, dear Sir, to give the poor crea- 
tures all the inſtruction in the Chriſtian religion you 
are capable of? We take you at your word; and 
henceforward look upon you as an aſſociate in our great 
work. In a warfare of ſuch unſpeakable importance, 
we are glad to ſtrengthen our force by the acceſſion of 
every ally; much more of ſuch an auxiliary, as will 
be regarded by the patients with an uncommon de- 
gree of attention and pleaſure. Nor can I think it 
any wiſe inconſiſtent with the office of a phyſician, 
or any derogation from the dignity of his character, 
to feel the pulſe of the ſoul, to examine into the ſymp- 
toms of ſpiritual maladies, to aſk exploring queſtions 
concerning the habit of the mind, and preſcribe ac- 


cordingly, either for the purging off the peccant hu- 


mours of vice, or corroborating the relaxed powers 
of grace. | 

May that infinitely condeſcending and compaſſionate 
Being, who diſdained not in his own facred perſon to 
take our ſickneſſes, and bear our infirmities, both di- 


rect your counſels, and proſper your endeavours, in 


this momentous affair. 
I purpoſe to wait upon you ſome afternoon in the 


* Texts of ſcripture in the Northampton, Winchefier, and 
ſeveral other infirmaries, 'are written on the walls, and con- 


ſequently are very uſeful, if ſeriouſly reflected on, 
* 
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next week, and cannot think of a more agrecable to- 
pic of converſation, than that of concerting meaſures 
for the proper exertion of this labour of love, and en- 
couraging each other to abound in the work of the 
Lord. I am, Dear Sir, &'c. &c. 


_—_— 


E 


Dear Sir, Weſton-Favell, Nov. 29. 1746. 


Aving taken cold, and got a hoarſcneſs, I am 

afraid to venture abroad ; leſt I thould loſe my 

yoice, and be incapable of performing the duty of the 
morrow. 

If any method is agreed upon by the committee for 
endeavouring, in ſome more effectual a manner, to 
promote the ſpiritual recovery, and everlaſting welfare 
of the infirmary-patients, I wiſh you would be ſo kind 
as to inform me of it, in a letter: that if any part of 
this generous undertaking ſhould fall to my ſhare, I 
may addreſs myſelf to the proſecution of it, with all 
the ability which the divine goodneſs ſhall vouchſafe 
to communicate. Or, if there be no need of my con- 
currence, that I may accompany it with my beſt with- 
es, and, at leaſt, further it with my prayers ; 


Who am, Cc. 


L.-T. 8. - A 


My very dear Friend, 


OUR laſt found me on the recovering hand, get- 
ting ſtrength and ſpirits, though by flow de- 
ees. 

Soon after I received your favour, a meſſenger came 
from London, bringing us the alarming news, that m 
youngeſt brother was extremely ill. My father's 
bowels yearned, and his heart bled ; but the infirmi- 
ties of age, and an unwieldy conſtitution, hindered 
him from taking the journey. Upon me, therefore, 
the office fell. Feeble and languid as I was, there 
was no rejecting ſuch a call. Accordingly, I took 
coach, and in two days arrived ſafe at London; where 
I found my poor brother (the packer) ſeized with a 
moſt violent fever. He was attended by two eminent 
phyſicians ; but they proved vain helpers, and miſer- 
able comforters. For a conſiderable time, his ſtout 
conſtitution ſtruggled with the diſeaſe, but at laſt was 
forced to yield, was forced to drop in the dreadful 
combat. After attending his ſick bed for ſeveral days, 
I had the melancholy taſk of cloſing his dear eyes, and 
reſigning him up to death. 

Oh! the uncertainty of mortal things! What is 
health, but a glimmering taper, that expires while it 
ſhines; and is liable to be extinguiſhed by every motion 
of the air? What is ſtrength, but a tender bloſſom, 
that is often withered in its fulleſt bloom ; often blaſt- 
ed, even before itis blown? —Who could have thought, 
that I ſhould ſurvive my brother, and follow him to 
the grave? I ſickly and enervated, he always livel 
and vigorous. In flouriſhing circumſtances, and ple. 
ed wich proſperity in his buſineſs; but now removed to 
the dark, inactive, filent tomb. Lately married to a 
beautiful and blooming bride; but now everlaſtingly 
divorced, and a companion for creeping things. 

Scarce was I returned to Weſton, but another awful 
providence fetched me from home : My very worthy 
phyſician, Dr Stonhouſe, who lives and practiſes at 
Northampton, had the misfortune to loſe an amiable 
and excellent wife. She alſo was ſnatched away in 
the morning of life (aged 25), and dead, before I 
ſo much as heard of her being diſordered. At this 
valuable friend's houſe, I was deſired to abide ſome 


® 
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time, in order to aſſiſt in writing letters for him 8 
patching his neceſſary affairs; in comforting rag 
cerning the deceaſed ; and (if the will of Gy q 8 
in endeavouring to improve the awakening vilitatic 
to our mutual good. 1 

You will ſurely ſay, when you read this accou 
that I have been in deaths oft. Once upon the vi 
ders of it myſelf, and more than once a ſpectator % 
its victory over others. — However, my dear friend, 
let us not be diſmayed. Let no man's, at leaſt wok 
liever's heart fail, becauſe of this king of terror, 
Though thouſands fall beſide us, though ten thouſanq 
expire at our right hand, and though we ourſeless 
muſt quickly give up the ghoſt ; yet the word is by 
out of our great Redeemer's mouth, and it ſhall n. 
return unfulfilled, I will ſwallow up death in victory 
He ſhall ſtand at the latter day upon the earth . . 
ſhall ſay to the grave, Give up; and to the ſea, __ 
not back; releaſe my ſons from your dark confine 
ment, and reſtore my daughters to their everlaſtin, 
Father's arms.—Then ſhall we lead him captive, whoſ: 
captives we were, and triumph eternally over this la 
enemy. In the mean time, let us lay all our help, al 
our guilt, upon the divine Author of our faith, and 
Captain of our ſalvation. So ſhall we no longer hee in 
bondage, through fear of death; but, with the ſain; 
of old, overcome through the blood of the Lamb. 
overcome the dread, even while we ſink beneath tl. 
ſtroke of this our mortal foe. 5 

What I wrote concerning a firm faith in God's my? 
precious promiſes, and an humble truſt, that we rs 
the objects of his tender love, is what I deſire to te 
rather than what I actually experience. Conſiden. 
tions they are, with which I would ply my own heart 
in hopes that they may be eflectually ſet home by 
divine grace, in hopes that they may become the hap. 
py means of making me ſtrong in faith, and enabling 
me thereby to give glory to God. 

Your remarks on this important point are exceed. 
ingly judicious, and perfectly right. After which, i. 
will be inſignificant to my friend, and look like arte. 
gance in his correipondent, to add, that they exactly 
coincide with my fentiments. 

I do not doubt, but there are many dear children 
of the bleſſed God, who are in a much better condi. 
tion, with regard to his favour, than they can eaſily be 
perſuaded to believe. Many ſincerely righteous, fr 
whom light is ſown; many true hearted, for whom 
Joyful gladneſs is prepared: which, though latent in 
the furrows of inward tribulation, or oppreſſed unde 
the clods of miſgiving fears, ſhall, in another world, 
ſpring up with infinite increaſe, and yield an everlili 
ing harvelt. 

That humble hope, mixed with trembling, you have 
very pathetically deſcribed, in the breathings of a r. 
newed ſoul, panting after God; Ianguithing for tlc 
tokens of his love; ardently defiring the final ei- 
joyment of him in his heavenly kingdom; and rely: 
ing wholly on the meritorious paſſion, pleading nothing 
but the perfect righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt —Happ), 
without all peradventure, happy the heart, in whic! 
ſuch affections habitually prevail. They are the be. 
ginning of heaven, and will certainly be completed in 
glory. They conſtitute a ſignal part of that meetnels 

or the inheritance of ſaints in light, concerning 
which the apoſtle ſpeaks, and which is one of the furel 
evidences of our deſignation to that purchaſed poſi 
fon, Chriſt will in no wiſe, on no conſideration 0 


paſt provocation, or preſent corruption, either !0! 
. weakneſs of faith, or want of confidence, caſt out ſuch 
a one. Let not ſuch a one queſtion, but he who has be- 
gun the good work, will accompliſh it even unto the 
end. 

We ſhould, however, as you moſt pertinently o- 
ſerve, lament all the remains of unbelict, as ami!) 
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Ler. XXXIII. 


repent of them, as 2 ſin ; and labour to obtain a more 
aflured faith, both as our duty, and our felicity.— The 
direction for prayer, you know, is, that we draw near 
in full aſſurance of faith and, Whatſoever things ye 
aſk in prayer, believe that ye receive them, and ye 
ſhall have them.— he Theſſalonians are commended 
for receivin the goſpel, with much aſſurance of faith, 
Receiving the goſpel. — What is meant by that ex- 
reſſion? believing, that the apoſtles were no impo- 
{tors ; that Jeſus. Chriſt was the true Mefliah ; and 
that his doctrine came from heaven ?'—This, and abun- 
dantly more. I apprehend, it implies, —That Chriſt di- 
ed, not for ſins only 1n general, but for their ſins in 

articular; that he bore all their iniquities, in his own 
bleeding body, and agonizing ſoul, on the curſed tree; 
that, all their crimes being fully expiated, the moſt 
rigorous juitice would not demand a double payment 
fr the ſame debt; and conſequently, that there re- 
mined no condemnation for them. — This is the glad 
licings, which they not only attended to, and credited 
with a ſpeculative aſſent; but with a perſonal applica- 
tion of it, each to his particular caſe. And why 
ſhould not we do the very fame ?—I {hail only ſubjoin 
further on this head, what I take to be a very clear 
and accurate explanation of the apoſtle's celebrated 


definition of faith. —Faith is the ſubſtance of things 


hoped for, the evidence of things not ſeen ; putting 
us into a kind of preſent poſſeſlion of the promiſes, 
and ſetting divine truths before the mind in all the 
light and power of demonſtration. For this beauti- 
ful illuſtration of the inſpired writer, I am obliged 
to an excellent clergyman of this neighbourhood ; who 
lately favoured us with an admirable vilitation-ſermon, 
and, for the good of the public, was prevailed on to 

rint it.—You will give me leave to cloſe the topic 
with a diſtinction, which I have jomewhere read, or 
on ſome occaſion heard: A diſtinction, which, I think, 
properly adjuſts the caſe under conlideration ; and 
ſettles it, neither on a precarious, nor a diſcouraging 
iſſue Many have the faith Which bringeth ſalva- 
tion, who have not that faith which produceth aſlu- 
rance ; but none have the former, who do not aſpire 
after, and endeavour to poſſeſs the latter. 

On the whole, I heartily beſcech the adorable and 


infinitely-gracious Giver of every perfect gift, to eſta- 


bliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle us in the faith of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt: that he would fulſil in us all the good 
pleaſure of his will, and the work of faith with power. 
And, I dare ſay, we ſhall often hit up our hearts to 
our heavenly Father, and breathe out that ardent peti- 
tion, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief If 
we have ſuch frequent recourſe to the overflowing and 
inexhauſtible Fountain of all good; if we add to our 


prayers meditation on the merits of Jefus, and on the 
ſure word of promiſe; our faith will grow; the grain 


of muſtard-ſeed will be quickened, and ſhoot up into 
a tree; the little drop will become a ſtream, and the 
ſtream ſpread into a river. The waters that iſſued 
from the ſanctuary were, at firſt, deep to the ancles 
only ; then they aroſe to the knees ; ſoon they reach- 
ed the loins; and were afterwards waters to ſwim in. 

The Contemplations you are pleaſed to inquire after, 
are, after long delays, or a very flow procedure of the 
preſs, launched into the world. What may be their 
fate, I dare not conjecture. Whether, by the general 
diſapprobation, they may be unfortunately becalmed ; 
or, by the ſeverity of critics, may ſplit on the rocks 
of cenſure ; or, foundering through their own un- 
worthineſs, may ſink in oblivion ; or, bleſſed by a 
gracious providence, may gain the haven of public 
acceptance, and import thoſe moſt valuable commodi- 
ties, pleaſure, which improves, ,and improvement, 
which delights, When they reach your parts, be ſo 
3 — — Sir, as to peruſe them, firſt with the humble 
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child- like ſpirit of a Chriſtian, who ſeeks religious ad- 
vantage in all that he reads. Next, with the candid 
rigour of a friend, ſaying, as you proceed, Here his 
thoughts are redundant, and want the pruning-knife ; 
there they are deficient, and call for the grafter's hand; 
here the language is obſcure, and perſpicuity is the 
only remedy ; there it is inexpreſſive, and muſt be 
rendered more nervous, 1n order to reach the judg- 
ment, or ſtrike the paſſions.— Above all, let me beg 
of you to implore a bleſſing from the moſt high God, 
both upon the author and his piece; that the one may 
be a monument of divine mercy, the other a polithed 
ſhaft in the great /mmanuel's quiver. 

Should not a ſenſe of his love make us more ardent- 
ly deſirous of bringing others to partake of that ever- 
laiting bliſs, which we humbly expect as our final por- 
tion; and of which ſome foretaſtes have been indul- 
ge, even in our preſent ſtate? Should we not be ſtir- 
red up, with greater aſſiduity and love, to warn every 
man, and exhort every man, that they alſo may be 
preſented perfect in Chriſt, and live for ever in the light 
of his countenance ?—The book I mentioned formerly 
and took leave to recommend, {hall be ſent. I have 
ſet it apart as a preſent for my dear friend; and whether 
my tte be prolonged, or my death haſtened, neither 
of theſe circumitances ſhall make any alteration in my 
deſign. Only let me deſire you, in your next, to 
give me once more the proper directions for convey- 
ing it to you. For, ſome way or other, in my late 
unſettled ſtate, I have miſlaid your letter. Pleaſe to 
preſent my thanks to Mrs *** for her kind witſhes ; 
and tell her, that they are, and ſhall be moſt cordially 
returned by her and your molt faithful and affec- 
tionate friend, Oc. 
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Dear Sir, Weſton-Favell, Feb. 28. 1747. 

Have read the ingenious gentleman's letter atten- 
1 tively. Though he ſays the ſtrongeſt things that can 
be urged upon the point, I ſtill adhere to my ſenti- 
ments; and not becauſe they are mine, but the ſcrip- 
tures, and ſupportable. I am perſuaded by a variety 
of texts from the oracles of truth.—l beg leave to 
wave the proſecution of the controverſy. Controver- 
ſy is what J naturally diſlike, and what I have ſeldom 
found advantageous. I know his opinion, and he has 

ven me an opportunity of declaring mine; and 
would only add, that if in any thing we be otherwiſe 
minded (than 1s conſiſtent with the goſpel of grace), 
God (upon a diligent application to his word, and 
humble prayer for the teaching of his Spirit) will re- 
veal this unto us. Phil. iii. 15. 

I have been reading Mr Baxter's Saints Everlaſting 
Reſt, and admire the copiouſneſs, the juſtneſs, and 
the devotion of his thoughts. How happy the ſoul, 
that while reading them, can make them his own! 
May this be always the prevailing deſire; and, in due 
time, the heaven-vouchſafed portion of the worthy 


owner of the book, and of his ; 
Moſt affectionate friend, c. 


rn 


Dear Sir, Weſton- Favell, Feb. 1747. 

Have heard nothing from my printer, during all 
I this interval, What can be the reaſon of his long 
ſilence, and great negligence, I cannot imagine. But 
this week it occurred to my mind, that if he delays 
the ſecond edition at this rate, I may poſſibly be able 
to prepare the third letter to 33 it. Accord- 
ingly, I have poſtponed other buſineſs, and applied 
wholly to this work. I have tranſcribed ſome part 
of the intended piece, and ſend it for your peruſal. 
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Pray be ſo good as to examine it narrowly, and fa- 
vour me with your remarks and improvements, on a 
ſeparate paper. There are, I fear, beſides more ma- 
terial faults, ſeveral miſtakes in the copy, owing to my 
want of leiſure to review it. I ſuppoſe, the remainder 
of my deſign, when completed, will conſiſt of about 
the ſame number of pages. : 

If 1 live till Monday, I propoſe to viſit my patient at 
the infirmary ; and, if company happens to be agree- 
able, will take the pleaſure of ſpending an hour with a 
certain valuable and very much eſteemed friendat N- 
ampton. If you are not able to gueſs the perſon | mean, 
you ſhall ſoon be informed by, dear Sir, yours, Sc. 

Vir bonus et prudens verſus reprehendet inertes, 

Culpabit duros, incomptis allinet atrum 

Tranfverſo calamo ſignum, ambitioſa recidet 

Ornamenta, parum claris lucem dare coget, 

Arguet ambigue dictum, mutando notabt. Hor. 


This I tranſcribe, not to inform you of the critic's 


office, but only to apprize you of what I with, and 
what I humbly requeſt. 


8 XXXVI. 

Dear Sir, Weſton-Favell, April 12. 1747. 
Have folded down a corner of the leaf at the place 
where your peruſal left oft. There is a note or 

two ſubjoined to the preceding pages, which I with 
you would pleaſe to examine. My humble ſervice to 
Dr XK. I deſire he will write his remarks and cor- 


rections on a ſeparate paper. What think you of the 
following lincs tor a motto ? 


Night opes the nobleſt ſcenes, and ſheds an awe, 
Which gives thoſe venerable ſcenes full weight, 
And deep impreſſion on th” intender'd heart. 
Night-Thoughts. 
Si quid noviſti rectius iſtis, 
Candidus imperti. 

Your plan for forming a Chriſtian ſociety, and re- 
gulating our interviews, I greatly approve. It ſeems 
to me to be complete. I ſee nothing that ſhould be 
taken from it, nor can think of any thing to be 
added to it. I heartily wiſh to have it carried into 
execution, and hope it will be productive of conſider- 
able comfort and advantage to the members ; and not 
to them only, but, by rendering them more uſeful in 
their reſpective ſtations, to many others. 

A cold, and hoarſeneſs on my voice, make me 
ſomewhat fearful of coming to **** this day. I hope 
you have peruſed the remainder of the manuſcript; 
and cannot but wiſh, you would give the whole a ſe- 
cond reading. The unknown importance of what 
we print, inclines me to urge this requeſt. Who can 
tell how long it may continue, and into what hands 
it may come? I almoſt tremble at ſuch a thought, leſt 
1 ſhould write unadviſedly with my pen; and injure, 
inſtead of ſerving, the beſt of cauſes. 

If you have put my little piece into the hands of 
my Ariſtarchus, Dr **** I mean, deſire him to be 
particularly attentive to the redundancies, and lop 
them off with a plentiful hand. 

I ſhall ſoon create you a ſecond taſk, by tranſmit- 
ting for your correction, twenty folio pages of remarks. 
on the ſtars, and ſerious improvements.—Yours, &c. 


DOE TIE BE OLE. 


My dear Friend, Meſton-Favell, June 27. 1747. | 
Oming home this evening, I could not forbear 


muling on the various topics, which furniſhed 


matter for our diſcourſe; and now I am all thought- 
ful and retired, I cannot forbear taking notice of ſome 
particulars relating to our converſation. To be ſilent 
in ſuch a caſe, would, I am perſuaded, be more diſ- 


& een Lr. XXxy1 
plcaſing to a gentleman of your diſcernmen 
nerolity, than to uſe the utmoſt freedom of 
Was it yon, dear Sir, or I, that when a c 
ſage in ſcripture happened to be mentioned, 
not indeed with a contemptuous diſdain, but with +. 
ludicrous an air? deſcanted on it, in a ſportive . 
froliciome manner, in order to create a little * 
fantry. If I was the perſon that indulged this A * 
per levity, I beſeech you to rebuke me, and erde, 
too. Though my deſign might be innocent, my * 
duct was apparently wrong. That infinitel precios 
and important book, ſhould be always heid in th 
higheſt veneration. Whatever the divine Spirit vonck. 
ſates to dictate, ſhould be thought and ſpoke of i 
mortals, with gratitude, dutifulneſs, and awe, K* 
the character of a religious man, that he trembles ho 
God's word; and it is faid of the great Jehovah, 


* . 2 ˖ 
he has magmiked his name and his word, reli 
things. 


Who was it, dear Sir, that lent to our valuable 
friend that vile book, Le Sopha, and yet wrote by Cre. 
billon, with an enchanting ſpirit of elegance; which 
muſt render the miſchief palatable, and the bane even 
delicious? I wonder, that your kind and benevolent 
heart could recommend arſenic for a regale. It uts 
me in mind of the empoiſoned ſhirt preſented to Her. 
cules. I am ture you did not think on it, or elſe you 
would no more have tranſmitted ſuch a peſtilent trez. 
tiſe to the peruſal of a friend, than you would trar{. 
mit to him a packet of goods from a country depopu- 
lated by the plague. If that polluting French bock 
ſtill remains in your ſtudy, let me beg of you to make 
it perform quarentine in the flames. 

The laſt particular relates to attendance on the pu- 
blic worſhip of God. Let us not neglect the aſſem. 
bling ourſelves together. This was the advice of the 
beſt and greateſt caſuiſt in the world; not to ſay, the 
injunction of the Maker of all things, and Judge of all 
men. Would we be aſſured of our love to God? This 
15 one evidence of that moſt noble and happy temper; 
Lord, 1 have loved the habitation of thy houſe, and the 
place where thy honour dwelleth.— Would we glo- 
rity the Lord? Then let us appear in his courts, f:! 
low on our knees before his footſtool, and in this pu- 
blic manner avow him for our God, recognize him 
for our King, and acknowledge him to be our ſu— 
preme good.— Would we follow the example of our 
deyout and bleſſed Maſter ? Let us remember how it 
is written, Jeſus went into the ſynagogue, as his cu- 
ſtom was. And, if we take due care to get our beats 
prepared, by a little previous meditation, and earneſt 
prayer, I dare anſwer for it, our attendance will not 
be in vain in the Lord. God will, according to his 
promiſe, meet us in his ordinances ; make us joyful 
in his houſe of prayer; and we ſhall experience what, 
(if I remember aright) that brighteſt ornament of the 
court of judicature, Judge Hales declared, That be 
never ſat under the preaching even of the meane!! 
ſermon, but he found ſome word of edification, ex- 
hortation, or comfort. | 

Dear Sir, beſtow a thought on theſe things. If the 
remonſtrances are wrong, I willingly retract them; 
right, you will not pronounce me impertinent. Love 
and friendſhip dictate what I write ; and the only end 
I have in view is the holineſs, the uſefulneſs, the bap- 
pineſs, the final ſalvation of my much eſteemed friend. 
It is for this, this only I have now taken my pen in 
hand, and for this I ſhall often bend my knees before 
God, and thereby prove myſelf to be, Dear Sir, C. 
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Dear Sir, Weſton-Favell, July 18. 1747. 
1 Detire you to accept my thanks for the variet) of 


beautiful lines, which you ſent me, to, chulc l 
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A 
They are all elegant, but not ſuſſicient- 


LT. XL. 


from. . 
. expreſſive of the deſign of the piece. Therefore 1 


." .cined the following ns OED 
lomewhat more ſuitable; 5 


Night is ,. air virtue's mmemorial friend; 
The conſcious moon, through ev'ry diſtant age, 
Has held a lamp to wiſdom. 


viſed me to add a ſort of note to the paſſa 
_ to by Mr N, relating to tlie (park's being 
viible, In purſuance of your direction, I ſubjoined 
lowing. 

WI 3.9 to inform the young gentleman, whoſe 
name digniſies my dedication; that this was a remark 
of his worthy father, when we rode together, and 
converſed in a duſky evening. I mention this circum- 
{ance, partly to ſecure the paragraph from contempt, 
partly to give him, and the world, an idea of that e- 
minently-ter10us taſte, which diſtinguithed my worthy 
friend. The leſs obvious the reticction, the more 
clearly it diſcovers a turn of mind remarkably ſpiritual, 
which would ſuffer nothing to eſcape without yield- 
ing ſome ſpiritual improvement. And the meaner the 
incident, the more admirable was that fertility of 1- 
magination, which could deduce the nobleſt truths 
from the moſt trivial occurrences :*? 

Will not this be looked upon as a ily underhand 
artifice, whereby the author extols himſclf? 

Does the famous Dutch philoſopher, Newentit (I 
think is his name) treat of the heavenly bodies ? If he 
does, be ſo good, in caſe he dwells in your ſtudy, to 
ſend him on a week's viſit to me. Dr Watts's Trea- 
tiſe on aſtronomy, 1 {ſhould be glad to peruſe. | 

The Hymn to the moon, whoever is meant by Scrible- 
rus Decimus Maximus, is very poctical. I durit not 
venture to add what is wanting to render it a com- 
plete addreſs, leſt it ſhould become like the viſionary 
image, whoſe head was of gold, his feet of iron and 
clay. 

by tranſient remarks on Dr Rymer's Repreſentation 
of revealed religion, are loſt. I mult deſire leave to 
poſtpone my obſervations on the other books, 
| I am, dear Sir, Oc. 


E 


Dear Sir, Weſton-Favell, Aug. 8. 1747. 
Fter my thanks for what paſſed in yeſterday's 
interview, give me leave to add my acknowledg- 
ments for the peruſal of your poem, entitled, The 
Deity. It is a noble piece, quite poetical, truly evan- 
gelical, and admirably fitted to alarm and comtort the 
heart, to delight and improve the reader. I muſt de- 
lire to read it again. 
I viſited the poor condemned malefactor, found him 
an ignorant perſon; aimed chiefly at theſe two grand 
points, to convince him of the hainouſneſs of his ſin, 
and ſhew him the all- ſufficiency of che Saviour, to 
obtain pardon even for the very vileſt of offenders. 
To preach and teach Jeſus Chriſt, is our office; to 
make the doctrine effectual, God's great prerogative. 
Nothing more occurs, but that I am, Cc. 


ad, 


irn KL 


Deareſt Mr **, Weſton- Favell, Aug. 8. 1747. 

1 to take ſhame to myſelf, for ſuffering ſo 

kind a letter, received from ſo valuable a friend, 
to remain ſo long unanſwered. Upon no other con- 
hderation, than that of my enfeebled and languiſhing 
conſtitution, can I excuſe myſelf, or hope tor your 
pardon. My health is continually upon the decline, 
and the ſprings of life are all relaxing. Mine age is 
departing, and removing from me as a thepherd's tent. 
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Medicine is baſſled; and my phyſician Dr S!onhouſe, 
who is a dear friend to his patient, and a lover of the 
Lord jeſus, pities, but cannot ſuccour me. This 
bleſſing, however, together with a multitude of o— 
thers, the divine goodneſs vouchſafes, to gild the 
gloom of decaying nature, That Jam racked with 
no pain, and enjoy the ſree undiſturbed exerciſe of 
my underſtanding. 

| am much obliged to you for carrying my meſſage 
to the abbey with ſo much ſpeed, and conveying to 
me, with equal diſpatch, a ſatisfactory anſwer. When 
you viſit the worthy family again, be pleaſed, after 
preſenting my aftechonate compliments, and moſt 
cordial good wiſhes, to inform Mrs ***, that the 
piece 18 lent to the preſs, and after ſome corrections 
made in the dedication, addreſſed to my godſon. It 
is my humble requeſt to him, and my earneſt prayer 
to God, that he may regard it, not merely as a com- 
plimentary form, but as the ſerious and pathetic ad- 
vice of his father's intimate acquaintance, and his 
ſoul's ſincere friend; who, in all probability, will be 
cut off from every other opportunity of fulfilling his 
ſacred engagements, and admoniſhing him of what- 
ever a Chriitian ought to know and believe to his 
ſoul's health. | 

forgot, whether I told you, that the laſt work will 
be divided into two parts ; will be full as large as the 
two firit letters; and therefore the whole will be diſ- 
poſed into two ſmall pocket-volumes, on a very neat 
paper, with an elegant type, in duodecimo. But 4 
convenient number of the new eflays will be printed 
in the octavo ſize and character, for the ſatisfaction of 
thoſe who purchaſed the former edition, and may poſ- 
ſibly be willing to complete their book. lt was a con- 
ſiderable time, before 1 could think of a title for the 
laſt pieces, that ſuited their nature, and expreſſed their 
delign. At length, I have determined to ſtyle them, 
Contemplations on the night, and Contemplations on the 
ſtarry heavens, 

Now I apprehend myſelf to be near the cloſe of life, 
and ſtand, as it were, on the brink of the grave, with 
eternity full in my view, perhaps, my dear friend 
would be willing to know my ſentiments of things 
in this awful ſituation. At ſuch a juncture, the mind 
is moſt unprejudiced, and the judgment not ſo liable 
to be dazzled by the glitter of worldly objects. 

I think then, dear Sir, that we are extremely miſ- 
taken, and ſuſtain a mighty loſs in our moſt important 
intereſts, by reading ſo much, and praying ſo little. 
Was I to enjoy Hezetiah's grant, and have fifteen years 
added to my life, I would be much more frequent in 
my applications to the throne of grace. I have read 
of a perſon, who was often retired and on his knees, 
was remarkable for his frequency and fervency in de- 
votion ; being aſked the reaſon of this ſo ſingular a be- 
haviour, he replied, Becauſe J am ſenſible I muſt die. 
I affure you, dear Mr * * X, I feel the weight of this 
anſwer, I ſee the wiſdom of this procedure ; and, was 
my ſpan to be lengthened, would endeavour always 
to remember the one, and daily to imitate the other. 

I think alſo, we fail in our duty, and thwart our 
comfort, by ſtudying God's holy word no more. 1 
have, for my part, been too fond of reading every 
thing elegant and valuable, that has been penned in our 
own language; and been particularly charmed with 
the hiſtorians, orators, and poets of antiquity. But 
was I to renew my ſtudies, I would take my leave of 
thoſe accompliſhed trifles. 1would reſign the delights of 
modern wit, amuſement, and eloquence, and devotem 
attention to the ſcriptures of truth. I would fit with 
much greater aſliduity, at my divine Maſter's feet, 
and deſire to know nothing but Jeſus Chriſt, and him 
crucified. This wiſdom, whoſe fruits are peace in life, 
conſolation in death, and everlaſting falvation after 
death; this I would trace, this I would ſeek, this 1 
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would explore, through the ſpacious and delightful 
fields of the Old and New Leſtament. In thort, I 
would adopt the apoſtle's reſolution, and give mylelt * 
(eee pum) to prayer, and to the word. . 

With regard to my public miniſtry, my chief aim 
ſhould be, to beget in my people's minds a deep tenſe 
of their depraved, guilty, undone condition ; and a 
clear believing conviction of the all- ſuſliciency ol Chriſt, 
by his blood, his righteoufneſs, his interceſion, and 
his Spirit to ſave them to the uttermoſt. I would al- 
ways obſerve, to labour for them in my cloſct, as well as 
in the pulpit ; and wreſtle in ſecret ſupplication, as well 
as to exert myſelf in public preaching, for their ſpirt- 
tual and cternal welfare. For unleis God take this 
work into his own hand, what mortal is ſuflicient for 
theſe things ? : | 

Now, perhaps, if you ſat at my right hand, you would 
aſs, What is my hope with regard to my future and im- 
mortal ſtate? Truly, my hope, my whole hope, is cven 
in the Lord Redeemer. Should the king of terrors 
threaten, I fly to the wounds of the ſlaughtered Lamb, 
as the trembling dove to the clefts of the rock. Should 
Satan accuſe, I plead the Surety of the covenant, who 
took my guilt upon himſelf, and bore my ſins in his 
own body on the tree, Should the law denounce a 
curſe, I appeal to him who hung on the accurled tree, 
on purpoſe that all the nations of the earth might be 
bleſſed. Should hell open its jaws, and demand its 
prey, Took up to that gracious Being, who lays, De- 
liver him from going down into the pit, for I have found 
a ranſom. Should it be ſaid, No unclean thing can en- 
ter into heaven; 1ny anſwer is, Ihe b.ood of Chriſt clean- 
ſeth from all ſin; though my ſins be as ſcarlet, through 
this blood they fhall be as white as now. Should it 
be added, None can lit down at the ſupper of the Lamb, 
without a wedding-garment, and your righteouſneſ- 
ſes, what are they before the pure law, and piercing 
eye of God, but filthy rags? Thele I renounce, and 
ſeck to be found in Chrilt Jeſus, who is the Lord my 
righteouſneſs. It is written in the word that is to 
judge the world at the laſt day, By his obedience ſhall 
many be made righteous. | 

So that Jeſus, the dear and adorable Jeſus, is all my 
truſt. His merits are my ſtafl, when J paſs through 
the valley of the ſhadow ot death. His merits are m 
anchor, when I launch into the boundleſs ocean of 
eternity. His merits are the only riches which my 
poor ſoul, when ſtript of its body, deſires to carry in- 
to the inviſible world. If the God of glory pleaſes 
to take notice of any mean endeavours to honour his 
holy name, it will be infinite condeſcenſion and grace; 
but his Son, his righteous and ſuftering Son, is all my 
hope, and all my ſalvation. Dear Sir, pray for me, 
that the weaker I grow in body, the ſtronger I may 
become in this precious faith. May the choiceſt blet- 
ſings attend you and yours. A letter would revive 


yours, &c. 


P. 8. Though the days are come upon me, in 
& which I have reaſon to ſay of worldly things, I have 
*« no pleaſure in them; yet I find a ſecret ſatisfaction 
& jn this conſideration, that to you, my dear friend, 
& and to others of my candid acquaintance, I may be 
« permitted, even when dead, to ſpeak in my little 
e treatiſes. May they, when the author is gone hence, 
< never to be ſeen in theſe regions below, Oh! may 
<« they teſtify with {ome ſmall degree of efficacy, con- 
<« cerning Jeſus, that juſt one; may they fan the flame 
% of love to his perſon, and ſtrengthen the principle 
& of faith in his merits - Once more, dear Sir, adieu.“ 


71. Ad 


Dear Sir, Weſton-Favell, Aug. 22. 1747. 
Aving read Dr Middleton's introductory diſcourſe, 
H I hardly know what to think of his bold aſſer- 


Ads vi. 4. 


ſoon as poſſible, to my worthy and ailicted friend. 0: 
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tion, That all the miracles ſuppoſed to be wrough 
ter the apoſtolic age, are abſurd and fictitious 5 te 
ſuſpend my opinion concerning this point, till! "ape 
either contirmed by the ſilence, or ccnfuted þ ** 
arguments, of the advocates for eccleſiaſtical ant; 
In the main, I approve of his deſign, which is + 
the proofs of our holy religion on the baſis of 
ſpired writings, and to deduce its doctrines fi 
ſame ſacred ſource. The ſcriptures, as our frie 
beautifully expreſſes himſelf, are the armour 
from whence we may draw weapons of a di 
per, wherewith to engage all that oppoſe 
or hold the ſame in unrightcouſneſs. 

Does not this ingenious writer bear a little to, barg 
upon the religious character, and exemplary lb}, 
our, of the primitive fathers? 1 cannot bnt think 
they had, at leaſt in this reſpect, a very evident fr. 
riority over moſt of their ſucceſſors.—How Howl, 
perſpicuous, and elegant is the doctor's ſtyle ; and bow 
{t1it, obicure, and hombaſt the language of the archdeq 
con? I dare ſay, you could not forbear ſmiling at wi 
—blazing out moſt faſtidious hypercritics ; reproach. 
ing (not virulently, but) tartly ; laſhing (not ſevere 
but) fuperciliouſſy; and penetrating the very vitals c. 
the dead languages. 

If your Mats is not lent out of town, I wiſh you 
would be ſo good as to ſend for it, and favour ms 
with a fight of it by the bearer. The reaſon of my 
requeſting this is, that Mr “X & informs me by m, 
brother, if he has not the laſt piece by the middle of 
next week, his preſs muſt ſtand ſtill. And methink 
I would gladly peruſe Maths, before I ſuffer my la 
eflay to depart.— When can you afford me your cr. 
verſation for an hour or two, in order to examine M. 
* * *'s remarks, and beſtow the finiſhing touches on 
the piece? Shall I wait upon you on Monday mornin 
early !—When this buſineſs is diſpatched, your book, 
and my thanks, ſhall be returned together. 


Yours, ec. 


Y the 
quity. 
0 ſettle 
the In. 
om the 
nd H 
Jol Goc 
vine tem. 
the truth, 


— 2 


L E rn 


Dear Sir, Meſton-Favell, Octob. 31. 1747. 
Ith thanks, I return Colonel Gardiner's life, 
The worthy author has preſented me with 
a copy, which, 1 hope, will ſerve to humble and aui. 
mate me, ſo long as J live. 

Abernethy on the Divine Attributes, J will ſoon re- 
ſtore. In the mean time, ſhall 1 beg the favour of 
borrowing Pliny's Natural Hiſtory ? 

You remember, who is to call upon you (Des e. 
lente) on Monday morning. I muſt devote the greatelt 
part of this day to prepare my tranſlatory quota af 
Ditkjon's Therapeutica Sacra.—The thoughts of our li. 
tle ſociety bring to my mind a pleaſing circumſtance, 
which I obſerved, when we were at our laſt interview. 
My very valuable friend Dr $ told a ſtory, in 
which he had occafion to refer to ſome profane and 
execrable 274 Inſtead of defiling his lips with 
a repetition of the helliſh jargon, he was ſo truly di. 
creet, as only to mention it under the general title of 
horrid oaths. A delicacy this, which I thought hig!- 
ly becoming both the Chriſtian and the gentleman.— 
I have ſometimes took the freedom, to obſerve, in tle 
molt reſpectful manner, upon ſome little inadverten- 
cies in my worthy friend's conduct: but now it! 
with the higheſt pleaſure that I congratulate him, up- 
on a moſt amiable piece of religious decorum, into 
duced into his diſcourſe.—I am, c. 


— — — be — 
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Dear Sir, Weſtox- Favell, Dec. 2. 1747: 
HE ſurpriſe which your letter gives me, is 1163 
preſſible, and the grief equal. I will haſten, ® 


Tre DA}, ©, you 


Los — 
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d bring with me ſome healing balm for his 
that =I eart! 2 be no ſmall alleviation of m 
wou ſorrows, if I might be inſtrumental to make his 
2 A long- continued cold, and an unexpected 
le 1 have unſitted me from following your pre- 
* 1 I am obliged to your candour for aſcribing 
enge to this cauſe, and not to any diſregard of 
your advice. For I am perſuaded, 


i qua potuiſſent Pergama dextra 
Defendi, etiam hac defenſa fuiſſent. 


| will ſtay the meſſenger no longer; and, I hope, 1 
ſhall not ſtay long before 1 let out myſelf. It is ow- 
ing wholly to an accident, that I do not accompany 


the bearer, with a view, and a hope of adminiſtering 
ſome conſolation to Dr S7 K. —I am, Oc. 


— r 


— 
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Dear and worthy Sir, Northampton, Dec. 5. 1747. 


OU will wonder to ſee a name which you have 
but lately known, at the bottom of this paper. 
But how,—oh ! how will you be ſurpriſed, how 
rieved, to read the occaſion It is ſo afflicting, al- 
moſt ſo inſupportable to our valuable friend, - that he 
is unable to give you the narrative; therefore has 
committed the office (tri/te miniſterium 7) to my pen. 
—And muſt I tell you? can you bear to hear it ?— 
Mrs $— is dead; that amiable and excellent lady 
is dead. She was fately delivered of a daughter, the 
very day on which Dr $ * * rote to you laſt; was 
233 well as could be expected or wiſhed on Sunday 
morning ; and departed this life on Tueſday evening. 
—On Sunday in the evening our common friend per- 
ceived her to be attended with ſome alarming, and, as 
he apprehended, fatal ſymptoms.— Dr K— was imme— 
diately ſent for, who gave ſome encouragement. On 
Monday came Dr F— through a very deep ſnow, and 
moſt terrible weather, heit urged by friendihipand com- 
aſſion. The moment that ſagacious practitioner beheld 
b he confirmed Dr S—'s firſt ſentiments, that the 
caſe was irrecoverable; andadded, that the great change 
was at the very door, and would probably take place in 
twenty-four hours; which came to pals accordin ly. 
Your own tender and ſenſible heart will naturally 
conclude Dr S is ſo oppreſſed with forrow, as not 
to be capable, at preſent, of anſwering his moſt valued 
correſpondents: 


Curæ leves loquuntur, ingentes ſtupent. 


But he intends, when time has ſomewhat alleviated 
his grief; and religion has more reconciled him to the 
awful diſpenſation, to make a particular reply to the 
whole of your epiſtolary favour. You will, I do not 
queſtion, recommend our diſtreſſed friend to the Fa- 
ther of mercies, and the God of all comfort. May 
we all lay this awakening ſtroke of Providence to 
heart, and give all diligence to have our ſins pardon- 
ed through redeeming blood, our ſouls renewed by 
ſanctifying grace; that whether we live, we may live 
unto the Lord; or whether we die, we may die un- 
# the Lord ; ſo that, living or dying, we 1nay be the 
rd's. 

The ſecond edition of my Meditations, with the ad- 
dition of another volume, is at laſt publiſhed. I have 
given directions to my bookſeller, to ſend you a copy; 
and beg of you to accept it, as a ſmall, but the moſt 
ſpeaking and eloquent expreſſion I am able to form of 
that great, that growing eſteem I have conceived for 
Dr Swan, ever ſince our firſt interview at Weſton. Be 
pleaſed, dear Sir, to read it with the utmoſt, or ra- 
ther with your own candour; and ſometimes dart up 
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a ſhort petition for the author, that, whatever is the 
fate of his book, himſelf may live over his writings, 
and be, what he deſcribes.—l am, Cc. 


„ 


Dear Sir, Meſton-Favell, 1747. 


R H—— delivered your meſſage. Upon a 
repeated peruſal of your rules and orders, 
I find nothing to add, nor any thing to alter, I 
think it is a finely-calculated ſcheme, and ſeems 
very likely (ow ©.) to be productive of conſider- 
able good, 

When the diſciples were together, after their 
Maſter's reſurrection, they had the honour, the 
comfort, and adv.ntage of his divine preſence. 
And why may not we, when aſſociated on ſuch 
a plan, and converſing with ſuch views, reaſon- 
ably hope for the ſame bleſling ? 

I thall return all your books by the firſt op- 
portunity ; only the firſt volume of the Hiftory of 
the Bible, 1 beg to keep a little longer. The Bible, 
I intend, for the future, to make the principal 
object of my ſtudy. That beautiful and import- 
ant exhortation thall be my ruling directory, 
O a2y ©» 7 Xaton evatxel]a £v u aheotwss 


Perhaps, Dr Hi will be ſoobliging as to 
anſwer my letter. And if fo, I think, it will be 
proper to defer writing to Mr Rx, and ſending 
the draught, till I hear the doctor's ſentiments. 
-l beg of you to accept the cordial compli- 
ments, as you have always the beſt wiſhes, and 
frequently the carneſt prayers of, 

Dear Sir, yours, Oc. 


LT TY. TLV. 


Dear Sir, 


H 18S, I hope, will find you perfectly reco- 
vered from your indiſpolition, and tho- 
roughly reconciled to God's holy will. Af— 
flictions, when ſanctified, are real bleſſings; they 
work humility, and wean from the world; they 
teach us to pour out, not our words only, but 
our very ſouls, before God in prayer; and create 
an ardent deſire after that inheritance in heaven, 
which is incorruptible and immortal; after thoſe 
manſions of peace, Where ſorrow and ſighing 
flee away. May this be the effect of that aw- 
ful ſtroke, which has made ſo deplorable a breach 
on my friend's domeſtic comfort! 

Next week Abernethy will return to your ſtudy 
and 1 only wiſh, that he might bring with him 
a little more of the everlaſting and glorious go- 
ſpel. With my compliments to Mrs * * *, 

I am, Oc. 


Meſton-Favell, Dec. 12. 1747. 


— Y FF _ 
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Dear Sir, — Meſion, Dec. 17. 1747. 


Truly commiſerate your variegated calamity ; 
and heartily wiſh I could ſuggeſt any thing, 
+7 L 
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which might be the means of adminiſtering ſome 
e:ſe to your afflicted mind, and of aſſiſting you 
to reap ample benefit trom your diſtreſſed fitua- 
tion. 

You well know, that all afflitions of what 
kind ſoever, proceed from God. 1 form the light, 
and create darkneſs; I make peace, and create 
evil: I the Lord do all theſe things, (1/atah xlv. 
7.) They ſpring not from the duſt; are not the 
effects of a random chance, but the appointment 
of an all-wiſe, all- foreſeeing God, who intends 
them all for the good of his creatures.—This, I 
think, is the fundamental argument for reſigna- 
tion, and the grand ſource of comfort. This 
ſhould be our firſt reflection, and our ſovereign 
ſupport.—He that gave me my being, and gave 
his own Son for my redemption, he bas aſſigned 
me this ſuffering. — What he ordains who 1s 
boundleſs love, muſt be good : what he ordains 
who is unerring wiſdom, muſt be proper. 

This reconciled Eli to the ſevereſt doom that 
ever was denounced, It is the Lord; and though 
grievous to human nature, much more grievous 
to parental affection, yet it is unqueſtionably the 
beſt ; therefore I humbly acquieſce, 1 kiſs the 
awful decree, and ſay from my very foul, Let 
him do what ſgemeth him good, (1 Sam. iii. 18.) 

This calmed the ſorrows of Fob, under all his 
unparallelled diſtreſſes; The Lord gave my afflu- 
ence and proſperity ; the Lord has taken all a- 
way : rapacious hands and warring elements 
were only his inſtruments ; therefore I ſubmit, 1 
adore, I bleſs his holy name. 

This conſolation fortified the man Chriſt Jeſus, 
at the approach of his inconceivably-bitter ago- 
nies ; The cup, which, not my implacable ene- 
mies, but my Father, by their adminiſtration, 
has given me, ſhall I not drink it ?—lt is your 
Father, dear Sir, your heavenly Father, who 
loves you with an everlaſting love, that has 
mingled ſome gall with your portion in life.— 
Senſible of the beneficent hand, from which the 
viſitation comes, may you always bow your head 
in patient ſubmiſſion ; and acknowledge with the 
excellent, but afflicted monarch Hegetiab, Good 
is the word of the Lord concerning me, 2 Kings 
XX. 19. 

All afflictions are deſigned for bleſlings ;—to 
do us good at the latter end, however they may 
croſs our deſires, or diſquiet our minds at pre- 
ſent.— Happy (ſays the Spirit of inſpiration, and 
not wretched) is the man whom God correcteth, 
(Job v. 17.); and for this reaſon, becauſe his 
merciful chaſtenings, though not joyous but 
grievous, yield the peaceable fruit of righteouſ- 
neſs unto them that are exerciſed thereby, (Heb. 
xii. 11.) God's ways are not as our ways. The 
children whom we love, we are apt to treat with 
all the ſoft blandiſhments, and fond careſſes of 
profuſe indulgence; and too, too often cocker 
them to their hurt, if not to their ruin. But 
the Father of ſpirits is wiſe in, his love, and out 
of kindneſs ſevere, Therefore Kt is ſaid, Whom 
he loveth, he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon 
whom he receiveth, ( Heb. xii. 6.) Would you 
not, dear Sir, be a child of that everlaſting Fa- 
ther, whoſe favour is better than life? Affliction 
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is one ſign of your adoption to this in 
relation.ä— Would you not be an © heir of h 
inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and & 4 
fadeth not away ?'—Afflition is your path % 
this bliſsful patrimony. Through much ta 
lation we muſt enter into the kingdom of he dag 
Acts xiv. 22. Would you not be made li 
ever- bleſſed and amiable Redeemer? He Was 
man of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief: 
2 every diſciple mult expect to be as his mz. 
er. 

Perhaps, you may think your affliction pecu. 
liary calamitous ; and that if it had been of ſome 
other kind, you could more chearfully ſuhmit 
more eaſily bear it. But you are in the hang; of 
an all-wiſe Phyſician, who joins to the bowel; of 
infinite love, the diſcernment of infinite Wiſdom 
He cannot miſtake your caſe. He ſees into the 
remoteſt events; and though he varies his reme. 
dies, always preſcribes with the exacteſt propriety 


aven, 
ke Your 


to every one's particular ſtate. Aſſure yourſelf, 


therefore, the viſitation which he appoints, is the 
very propereſt recipe in the diſpenſatory of hea. 
ven. Any other would have been leſs fit to con. 
vey ſaving health to your immortal part, and 
leſs ſubſervient to your enjoyment of the tem- 
poral bleſſings, which may, perhaps, be yet in 
{tore for you. * 

Should you inquire what benefits accrue from 
afflictions ? —Many and precious.—They tend to 
wean us from the world. When our paths are 
ſtrewed with roſes, when nothing but muic 
and odours float around, how apt are we to he 
enamoured with our preſent condition, and for- 
get the crown of glory, forget Jeſus and ever- 
laſting ages ?—But affliction, with a faithful tho 
harſh voice, rouſes us from the ſweet deluſion, 
—A ffliction warns our hearts to riſe and depart 
from theſe inferior delights, becauſe here is not 
our reſt. True and laſting joys are not here to 
be found. The ſweeping tempeſt and the beat- 
ing ſurge, teach the mariner to prize the haven, 
where undiſturbed repoſe waits his arrival. In 
like manner diſappointments, vexations, anxie- 
ties, croſſes, teach us to long for thoſe happy 
manſions, where all tears will be wiped away 
from the eyes, (Rev. xxi, 4.) ; all anguiſh baniſh- 
ed from the mind; and nothing, nothing ſubſiſt 
but the fulneſs of joy, and pleaſures for ever- 
more, 

Afflictions tend to bring us to Chriſt, Chil 
has unſpeakable and everlaſting bleſſings to be- 
ſtow ;—ſuch as the world can neither give, not 
take away ; ſuch as are ſufficient to pour that 
vil of gladneſs into our fouls, which will ſwin 
above the waves of any earthly tribulation— 
But are we not, dear Sir, are we not moſt un- 
happily indolent and inattentive to theſe bleſ- 
ings, in the gay hours of an uninterrupted pto- 
ſperity? It is very obſervable, that ſcarce any made 
application to our divine Redeemer, in the days of 
his abode with us, but the children of affliction. 


The ſame ſpirit of ſupineneſs till poſſeſſes man. 


kind, We undervalue, we diſregard the Lord 
Jeſus, and the unſpeakable privileges of his ge- 
ſpel, while all proceeds ſmoothly, and nothing 
occurs to diſcompoſe the tenour of our tranqui- 
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lit.. —But when misfortunes haraſs our circum- 
ſtances, or ſorrows oppreſs our minds; then we 
are willing, We are glad, we are carneſt, to find 
reſt in Chriſt. . 
In Chriſt Jeſus there is pardon of ſins.— Sin is 
a burthen, incomparably ſorer than any other 
diſtreſs, Sin would fink us into the depths of 
eternal ruin, and transfix us with the agonies of 
endleſs deſpair. But Chriſt has, at the price of 
his very life, purchaſed pardon for all that tly 
to him. He has bore the guilt of their fins in 
his own body on the tree, (1 Pet. ii. 24.) Have 
they deſerved condemnation ? He h's ſuſtained 
in their ſtead. —Are they obnoxious to the 
wrath of God? He has endured it, as their ſub- 
ſtitute; he has made ſatisfaction, complete ſa- 
tisfaction for all their iniquities, (Rom. iii. 25. 
26.) do that juſtice it{clf, the moſt rigorous ju- 
luce, can demand no more. Oh! that diitrefles 
L may prompt us to prize this mercy | may incite 
us to deſire ardently this bleſſedneſs! then it will 
be good for us to have been afflicted, / P/al. cxix. 


7 Jing has obtained for us the gift of the Holy 
spirit, / Gal. li. 2) ro ſanctify our hearts, and 
renew our natures. An unrenewed carnal mind, 
is ten thon:and times more to be lamented, more 
do be dreaded, than any external calamities. And 
W nothing can cure us 1 this moſt deadly diſeaſe, 
but the ſanctification of the Spirit. This divine 
W Spirit alone is able to put the fear of God in 
our fouls, and awaken the love of God in our 
W hearts, yer xxxii 40) His influences ſu geit 
W {:ch awful and amiable thoughts to our minds, 
W 25 will be productive of tnele Chriſtian graces. 
W 1his ſacred principle ſubducs our corruptions, 
2 and conforms u to ou” bleſſed Redeemer's image. 
Hos, is this beſt gift of heaven diſeſteemed by 
— darlings of the world, who have nothing to 
ex them ? But how precious is ir, how defirable, 
Wo the heirs of ſorrow ?-— They brearhe after it, 
Was the thirſty hart pante:h for the water-brooks. 
hey cannot be ſatisfied without its enlighten- 
Wins, purifying. cheering co n nunications. This 
all their requeſt, and all their relief, “ that 
Whe Spirit of Chriſt may dwell in their hearts,” 
3 Rom. viii. 9.); may enable chem to poſſeſs their 
3 ouls in pitionce, (Luke xxi. 1 .), and derive ne- 
erendiag good from momentary evils. Before 
W cloſe theſe lines, permit me to recommend one 
pedient, which vet is not mine, but the advice 
an inpired apoſtle, If any be afflicted, let him 
Wy. — Dear dir, fly to God in all your adverſity, 
ur out your complaints before him in humble 
WPplication, and thew him your trouble, ( P/al. 
5 li, 2.) — When lam in heavineſs, ſays a holy 
fferer, | will think u bon God, (Pal. Ixi. 2.); 
omi potent power, his unbounded goodnels, 
hoſe exr is ever, ever open to receive the cry 
the afflicted. — When the Pſalimiſt was di- 
eſſed on every lide, without were fightings, 
hin were fears, the throne of grace was the 
ace of his refuge; I give meſelf to prayer (P/al. 
- 3.), was his declaration. This method, we 
ad, Hannah took, and you cannot but remem- 
the happy iſſue, (1 Sm. i. 10.) Let me in- 
fat you to 1mitaie tnele _gxcellent examples; 
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frequently bend your knees, and more frequent- 
ly lift up your heart, to the Father of mercies, 
and God of all conſolation ; not doubting, but 
that through the merits of his dear Son, through 
the interceſſion of your compaſſionate High Prieſt, 
he will hear your petitions, will comfort you un- 
der all your tribulations, and make them all work 
together for your infinite and eternal good, 

in the mean time I ſhall not ceaſe to pray, that 
the God of all power and grace may vouchſafe 
to bleſs THESE CONSIDERATIONS, and render 
them as balm to your aching heart, and as food 
to the divine life in your mind. 1 am, dear Sir, 
with much eſteem, compaſſion, and reſpec, 


Your very fincere wellwiſher, Ge. 


LIE T7 $4: Aa 
My dear Friend, Weſton-Favell, Dec. 5. 1 747. 


Aſſure vou, I am extremely concerned for the 
death of your moſt excellent wite, as indeed, 
indeed | think ſhe has left few equils behind her. 
—“ Take her all in all, 1 ſhall never lee her like 
again *.“ — But, my dear friend, you muſt 
not give way to exceſſive ſorrow.— All proper al- 
lowances [ tenderly do and ought to mike, as ſuch 
will be made both by God and man; but vet our 
ſorrows mult not be im moderate, or inconſiſtent 
with the wili of Gol, and reſignation to his pro- 
vidence. — Give me leave to preſent you with, 
and recommend to you, on this mclancholy occa- 
lion, a repvated peruſal of Dr ;rofvenor's Mourner, 
or the Aſfjlicted relieved. — l is a mo't valuable gem; 
and as tis wrote in numbers like the Spettators, 
it will not weary your attention. I am ſure you 
ſtand in reed of the conſolations and helps there 
ſuggeſted. Jam never without ſome of theſe little 
books to give away to my acquaiatance under af- 
fliction, eſpecially for the loſs of dear relations or 
valuable friends, | think it, tor theſe purpoſes, 
one of the moſt judicions and univerſally uleful 
books extant; and it well deſerves to be tranilated 
into the language of every nation where Chriſtia- 
nity is any. >. 
Don't you often recollect, in this ſeaſon of di- 
ſtreſs, ' the diſcourſe, the prayers, the amiable, 
the rejoicing, and the heaveuly ſpirit of our dear 


" 


friend, who was with us laſt month ? Bleſſed be 


God for making him ſuch a lovely example, and 
ſuch a zealous promoter of pure and undefiled re- 
ligion,—Blefſed be God for promiſing us the ſame 
divine Spirit; and giving us the ſame glorious 
hopes, which have had ſuch a quickening and en- 
nobling influence on his heat -The rich good- 
neſs of the Lord exerciſed to others, ſhould en- 
courage our expectations, ſhould ſtrengthen our 
faith. —Let it then, let it be ſo.—Adieu! my 
dear friend !—! will come to you again very ſoon. 
n the mean time I ſhall not ceaſe to pray for 
you; as | am, with great compaſſion and great e- 
ſteem, moſt tenderly, moſt ſincerely yours, 


James HERVEY. 


* Shakeſpear's Hamlet. 
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which might be the means of adminiſtering ſome 
e:ſe to your afflicted mind, and of aſſiſting you 
to reap ample benefit trom your diſtreſſed fitua- 
tion. 

You well know, that all afflitions of what 
kind ſoever, proceed from God. I form the light, 
and create darkneſs; I make peace, and create 
evil: 1 the Lord do all theſe things, (Jaiab xlv. 
7.) They ſpring not from the duſt ; are not the 
effects of a random chance, but the appointment 
of an all-wiſe, all-foreſeeing God, who intends 
them all for the good of his creatures.— This, I 
think, is the fundamental argument for reſigna- 
tion, and the grand ſource of comfort. This 


ſhould be our firſt reflection, and our ſovereign 


ſupport.—He that gave me my being, and gave 
his own Son for my redemption, he has aſſigned 
me this ſuffering. — What he ordains who is 
boundleſs love, muſt be good: what he ordains 
who is unerring wiſdom, mult be proper. 

This reconciled Eli to the ſevereſt doom that 
ever was denounced, It is the Lord; and though 
grievous to human nature, much more grievous 
to parental affection, yet it is unqueſtionably the 
beſt ; therefore I humbly acquieſce, 1 kiſs the 
awful decree, and ſay from my very ſoul, Let 
him do what ſęemeth him good, (1 Sam. iii. 18.) 

This calmed the ſorrows of Fob, under all his 
unparallelled diſtreſſes; The Lord gave my attlu- 
ence and proſperity ; the Lord has taken all a- 
way : rapacious hands and warring elements 
were only his inſtruments ; therefore I ſubmit, 1 
adore, I bleſs his holy name. 

This conſolation fortified the man Chriſt Jeſus, 
at the approach of his inconceivably-bitter ago- 
nies ; The cup, which, not my implacable ene- 
mies, but my Father, by their adminiſtration, 
has given me, ſhall I not drink it ?—lt is your 
Father, dear Sir, your heavenly Father, who 
loves 
mingled ſome gall with your portion in life.— 
Senſible of the beneficent hand, from which the 
viſitation comes, may you always bow your head 
in patient ſubmiſſion ; and acknowledge with the 
excellent, but afflicted monarch Hegetiab, Good 
is the word of the Lord concerning me, 2 Kings 
A. 19. 

All afflictions are deſigned for bleſſings to 
do us good at the latter end, however they may 
croſs our defires, or diſquiet our minds at pre- 
ſent.— Happy (ſays the Spirit of inſpiration, and 
not wretched) is the man whom God correcteth, 
(Job v. 17.); and for this reaſon, becauſe his 
merciful chaſtenings, though nol joyous but 
grievous, yield the peaceable fruit of righteouſ- 
neſs unto them that are exerciſed thereby, (Heb. 
xii. 11.) God's ways are not as our ways. The 
children whom we love, we are apt to treat with 
all the ſoft blandiſhments, and fond careſſes of 
profuſe indulgence; and too, too often cocker 
them to their hurt, if not to their ruin. But 
the Father of ſpirits is wiſe in, his love, and out 
of kindneſs ſevere. Therefore & is ſaid, Whom 


he loveth, he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every fon 


whom he receiveth, (Heb. xii. 6.) Would you 
nor, dear Sir, be a child of that everlaſting Fa- 
ther, whoſe favour is better than life? Affliction 
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ou with an everlaſting love, that has 
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is one ſign of your adoption to this ineſt 
relation.ä— Would you not be an “ 
inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, 

fadeth not away „ Daffliction 1s 5 well. 
this bliſsful patrimony, Through wach gib 
lation we muſt enter into the kingdom of hey 
Acts xiv. 22. Would you not be made like yg 
ever- bleſſed and amiable Redeemer ? He "ip 
man of ſorrows, and acquainted with die 
3 every diſciple muſt expect to be as his ma. 

Br. 

Perhaps, you may think your affliction pecu- 
liary calamitous; and that if it had been of ſome 
other kind, you could more chearfully ſuhmit 
more eaſily bear it. But you are in the hands of 
an all-wiſe Phyſician, who joins to the bowels of 
infinite love, the diſcernment of infinite wiſdom 
He cannot miſtake your caſe. He ſees into the 
remoteſt events; and though he varies his reme- 
dies, always preſcribes wich the exacteſt propriety 


heir of the 


heaven 2 


to every one's particular ſtate. Aſſure yourſelf, 


therefore, the viſitation which he appoints, is the 
very propereſt recipe in the difpenſatory of hea- 
ven. Any other would have been leſs fit to con- 
vey ſaving health to your immortal part, and 
leſs ſubſervient to your enjoyment of the tem- 
poral bleſſings, which may, perhaps, be yet in 
{tore for you. 

Should you inquire what benefits accrue from 
afflictions ? Many and precious.—They tend to 
wean us from the world. — When our paths are 
ſtrewed with roſes, when nothing but muſic 
and odours float around, how apt are we to be 
enamoured with our preſent condition, and for- 
get the crown of glory, forget Jeſus and ever- 
laſting ages ?—But affliction, with a faithful tho 
harſh voice, rouſes us from the ſweet deluſion. 
—Affliction warns our hearts to riſe and depart 
from theſe inferior delights, becauſe here is not 
our reſt. True and laſting joys are not here to 
be found. The ſweeping tempeſt and the beat- 
ing ſurge, teach the mariner to prize the haven, 
where undiſturbed repoſe waits his arrival. In 
like manner diſappointments, vexations, anxie- 
ties, crofſes, teach us to long for thoſe happy 
manſions, where all tears will be wiped away 
from the eyes, (Rev. xxi. 4.) ; all anguiſh baniſh- 
ed from the mind; and nothing, nothing ſubſiſt, 
but the fulneſs of joy, and pleaſures for ever- 
more, 


Afflictions tend to bring us to Chriſt. Chriſt. 


has unſpeakable and everlaſting bleſſings to be- 
ſtow ;—ſuch as the world can neither give, nor 
take away ; ſuch as are ſufficient to pour that 
vil of gladneſs into our ſouls, which will ſwim 
above the waves of any earthly tribulation.— 
But are we not, dear Sir, are we not moſt un- 
happily indolent and inattentive to theſe bleſſ- 
ings, in the gay hours of an uninterrupted pro- 
ſperity? It is very obſervable, that ſcarce any made 


application to our divine Redeemer, in the days of 


his abode with us, but the children of affliction. 
The ſame ſpirit of ſupineneſs ſtill poſſeſſes man- 
kind, We undervalue, we diſregard the Lord 
Jeſus, and the unſpeakable privileges of his go- 
ſpel, while all proceeds ſmoothly, and nothing 
occurs to diſcompoſe the tenour of our tranquil- 


imable 
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when misfortunes haraſs our circum- 
ſtances, or ſorrows oppreſs our minds; then we 
are willing, We are glad, we are carneſt, to find 
reſt in Chriſt. . 
In Chriſt Jeſus there is pardon of ſins.—Sin is 
a burthen, incomparably ſorer than any other 
diſtreſs.—Sin would fink us into the depths of 
eternal ruin, and transfix us with the agonies of 
endleſs deſpair. But Chriſt has, at the price of 
his very life, purchaſed pardon for all that fly 
to him. He has bore the guilt of their fins in 
his own body on the tree, (1 Pet. ii. 24.) Have 
they deſerved condemnation ? He h's ſuſtained 
it in their ſtead. —Are they obnoxious to the 
wrath of God ? He has endured it, as their ſub- 
ſtitute; he has made ſatisfaction, complete ſa- 
tnisfaction for all their iniquities, (Rom. ili. 25. 
26.) do that juſtice itſelf, the moſt rigorous ju- 
{tice, can demand no more. Oh ! that diitrefſes 
may prompt us to prize this mercy | may incite 
us to deſire ardently this bleſſedneſs! then it will 
be good for us to have been afflicted, { P/al. cxix. 
7 ed has obtained for us the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, {Gal. iii. 2 ) to ſanctify our hearts, and 
renew our natures. An unrenewed carnal mind, 
is ten thou: and times more to be lamented, more 
to be dreaded, than rs external calamities. And 
nothing can cure us of this moſt deadly diſeaſe, 
but the ſanctification of the Syirit. This divine 
Spirit alone is able to put the fear of God in 
our ſouls, and awaken the love of God in our 
hearts, yer xxxii 40) His influences ſu geſt 
ſich awful and amiable thoughts to our minds, 
as will be productive of theie Chriſtian graces, 
This ſacred principle fubducs our Corruptions, 
and conforms uz to our bleſſed Redeemer's image. 
How is this beſt gift of heaven difeſteem-d by 
the darlings of the world, who have nothing to 
vex them? But how precious is ir, how defirable, 
to the heirs of ſorrow ?— They breathe after it, 
as the thirſty hart pante h for the water-brooks. 


hey cannot be ſatisfied without its enlighten- 


ing, purifying. cheering co ninunications. This 
is all their requeſt, and all their relief, “ that 
the Spirit of Chriſt miy dwell in their hearts,” 
(Rom. viii. 9.); may enable chem to poſſeſs their 
fouls in pitience, (Luke xxi. 19.), and derive ne- 
ver-ending good from momentary evils. Before 
[ cloſe theſe lines, permit me to recommend one 
expedient, which vet is not mine, but the advice 
of an in{pired apoſtle, If any be afflicted, let him 
pray. — Dear dir, fly to God in all your adverſity, 
pour out your complaints before him in humble 
lupplication, and thew him your trouble, ( P/al. 
cxlli. 2.) — When lam in heavineſs, ſays a holy 
ſufferer, | will think upon God, (P/al. Ixi. 2.); 
is ommpotent power, his unbounded goodnels, 
Whoſe exr is ever, ever open to receive the cr 

of the afflicted. — When the Pſalmiſt was di- 
ltreſſed on every ſide, without were fightings, 
Within were fears, the throne of grace was the 
Place of his refuge; [ give meſelf to prayer ( P/al. 
cx. 3.), was his declaration.—This method, we 
cad, Haunah took, and you cannot but remem- 
er the happy iſſue, (1 Sem. i. 10.) Let me in- 
treat you to imitate tnete _gxcellent examples; 
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frequently bend your knees, and more frequent- 


ly lift up your heart, to the Father of mercies, 


and God of all conſolation ; not doubting, but 


that through the merits of his dear Son, through 
the interceſſion of your compaſſionate High Prieſt, 
he will hear your petitions, will comfort you un- 
der all your tribulations, and make them all work 
together for your infinite and eternal good. 

in the mean time 1 ſhall not ceaſe to pray, that 
the God of all power and grace may vouchſafe 
to bleſs THESE CONSIDERATIONS, and render 
them as balm to your aching heart, and as food 
to the divine life in your mind. 1 am, dear Sir, 
with much eſteem, compaſſion, and reſpect, 


Your very fincere wellwiſher, &c. 


LEE 


My dear Friend. Weſton- Favell, Dec. 5. 1747. 


Aſſure vou, I am extremely concerned for the 
death of your moſt excellent wite, as indeed, 
indeed | think ſhe has left few equils behind her. 
—* Take her all in all, 1 ſhall uever lee her like 
* again *.“ — But, my dear friend, you muſt 
not give way to exceſſive ſorrow.— All proper al- 


lowances [ tenderly do and ought to mike, as ſuch 


will be made both by God and man; but yet our 
ſorrows mult not be i:nmoderate, or inconſiſtent 
with the wilt of Go, and reſignation to his pro- 
vidence. — Give me leave to preſent you with, 
and recommend to you, on this melancholy occa- 
ſion, a reprated peruſal of Dr roſvenor's Mourner, 
or the Ajjlicted relieved. —' lis a mo't valuable gem; 
and as 'tis wrote in numbers like the Spettators, 
it will not weary your attention. I am ſure you 
ſtand in reed of the conſolations and helps tiere 
ſuggeſted. Iam never without ſome of theſe little 
books to give away to my acquaiatance under af- 
fliction, eſpecially for the loſs of dear relations or 
valuable friends. I think it, tor theſe purpoſes, 
one of the moſt judicions and univerſally uleful 
books extant; and it well deſerves to be tranilated 
into the language of every nation where Chriſtia- 
nity is vrofeſſed 
Don't you often recollect, in this ſeaſon of di- 
ſtreſs, ' the diſcourſe, the prayers, the amiable, 


the rejoicing, and the heaveuly ſpirit of our dear 


friend, who was with us laſt month? Bleſſed be 
God for making him ſuch a lovely example, and 
ſuch a zealous promoter of pure and undefiled re- 
ligion.— Bleſſed be God for promiſing us the ſame 
divine Spirit; and giving us the ſame glorious 
hopes, which have had ſuch a quickening and en- 
nobling influence on his heat -The rich good- 
neſs of the Lord exerciſed to others, ſhould en- 
courage our expectations, ſhould ſtrengthen our 
faith. Let it then, let it be fo.—Adieu! my 
dear friend !—1 will come to you again very ſoon. 
n the mean time I ſhall not ceaſe to pray for 
you; as | am, with great compaſſion and great e- 
ſteem, moſt tenderly, moſt ſincerely yours, 


James HERVEY. 


* Shakeſpear's Hamlet. 
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My dear Friend, N eſton- Favell, Fan. 12. 1748. 


Oath to make your ſervant ſtay, and loath to 
treſpaſs too much upon the patience of our 
family, who wait for me, I write in the utmoit 
hurry.—After ſo great an opinion as that of the 
judicious Dr *, I hardly dare venture to deli— 
ver my ſentiments; yet I muſt confeſs myſelf 
ſtrongly inclined to prefer your intended motto. 
Is it a vulgariſm ? Rather the fimplicity of the 
goſpel; accommodated to the lowelt capacity, 


" ſuited to ſtrike ordinary readers; who are the 


perſons molt likely to be impreſſed, Or, if it is 
a vulgariſm, let this be for the illiterate, the po- 
etry for the polite. 

Is it Puritanical? Be not aſhamed of the name. 
They (the Puritans) were the ſoundeſt preachers, 
and I believe the trueſt followers of Jeſus Chriſt. 
If an ſuch imputation is a bugbear, we ſhall not 
act like gallant ſoldiers of Chriſt. Is it not the 
moſt important truth in the whole book of God? 
the ſureſt, eaſieſt, moſt compendious means of 
overcoming the dread of death? If fo,—l need 
not make the concluſion. 

Will cenſure enſue? Dear Sir, dread it not. 
Be bold for once to deſpiſe ridicule ; or rather, 
if it muſt needs fall upon you, to glory in this :;— 
Dedecus haud indecorum. 

Fardon my freedom. Only juſt think on my 
reaſons. Reject them, and welcome. I ſhall be 


glad to be over-ruled for the better. 
Yours, &c. 


I 7 OE: ot es 2 


Dear Sir, Weſton- Favell, Feb: 4. 1748. 
Sincerely thank you for taking the trouble of 
correcting my marks for Italics.—-l am glad 
you did not eraſe Mrs S s name, | affare 
you, Doctor, I (hall always eſteem it a real ho- 


nour to be reckoned in the number of your 


friends; and ſhall look upon it, as one of the ſa- 
tisfactions accruing from my book, that it tells 
it, in ſo pertinent a manner, to the world; tho”, 
with regard to your truly-amiable deceaſed lady, 
1 fear, it will be an inſtance of the arrogance of 
my heart, and a reproach upon the impotence of 
my pen, or elſe I would ſay, 


i quid mea ſcriptula poſſunt, 
| Nulla dies unquam memori illam eximet ævo. 
Yours, Ge. 


8 — 
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Dear Sir, | Weſton-Favell, Mazeb, 1748. 


Am very much obliged for the preſent of your 
franks; they could never be more wanted, 
or more welcome,—lIf you have not ſo much as 

you wiſh, to relieve the neceſſities of the poor, 
diſtribute from my ſtock. . I am cloyſtered up in 
my chamber, and unacquainted with the diſtreſſes doctrines as he teaches, generally ariſes from vB 
of my brethren. Lend me therefore your eye to norance of ourſelves. Therefore | heartily 1% 
diſcover proper objects, and your hand, to deal with the Grecian ſage, in ſaying, E cælb dejcens 
about my little fund for charity. Do not forbid ,t ca. I am affectionately yours, 


it muſt not be ſo.—You and J, dear Sir, will teach 


Let. LII 
me to ſend a guinea, in my next, for th; | 
pole ; do not deny me the pleaſure of bec 
through your means, an inſtrument 0 
comfort to my afflicted fellow-creaturce : 
(what is a far more endearing conſiderati“ * 
the friends, the brethren, the members ky On | 
who died for my fins. If you have any * 
friend, to whoſe taſte it may be agrecable A 
in whoſe hands uſeful, I will impower ning 
make the preſent. —Herewith comes the bur a 
enlarged. I hope, you will be able to read 44 
and not a little to improve it. Can vou engage 
Dr *** to run it over? to grant—p9/tremuyy 2 
munus ? 

I muſt write it over again, ſo fear not to er: 
and blot. I have not ſeen, where or how = 
handſomely introduce that fine quotation wo 


$ pur- 
oming, 
f ſome lit]. 


Mr Dyer's Ruins of Rome; but will ſtill conſider 
it, becauſe you deſire it. I am, dear Sir, 
Yours, Oc, 


em 


CC 


h April, 1748. 
Y, fy upon you, dear Dr * . h1q been 
endeavouring all the day long to fix my ad- 
miration on that moſt exalted, that moſt mil. 
wes. who, though poſſeſſed of excellencies 
which the very angels contemplate with rapture 
and adoration, yet humbled himſelf to death, the 
death of the croſs, for my friend and me; when 
our praiſes, kind indeed, but alas! perniciouſly 
kind, fetched my thoughts from their proy:r 
element, and proper object, to grovel on a crei- 
ture, and that the meaneſt of creatures, ſelf. 
could wiſh myſelf, on ſuch occaſions, like tie 
deaf adder, which ſtoppeth her ears, and refufcth 
to hear the voice of the charmer, charm he never 
ſo ſweetly, Praiſe is moſt enchanting muſic to 
the human ear; ſhall I rather ſay, mot delicious 
poiſon to the human taſte. From ſtrangers, or 
complimentary correſpondents, we mult expecta 
touch upon this ſtring, a ſprinkling of this ſpice, But 
among friends, boſom- friends, Chriſtian friends, 


one another's hearts to riſe in wonder, and glow 
with love, at the conſideration of that ever- bleſſ- 
ed Sovereign, who is higher than the kings of 
the earth, higher than the potentates of heaven, 
and yet lay in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, 
that he might make us the children of God, and 
exalt us to everlaſting life. Pardon my excurſion 


| 
on this ſubject, —A letter from my father is enough 
to caſt contempt upon created things. It inform 
me, that my poor ſiſter is reduced very low; ſo 
low, that my father cannot hear her ſpeak. He 
ſeems to look upon her life to be in very great 7 
danger. May the Father of compaſſions reltar! l 
her health; that ſhe may live to the honour d : 
her dying Maſter, and be a comfort to her affliC- b 
ed parents Glad I am, that my dear friend ca 8 
reliſh the writings of that ſhining and burnt de 
light, Mr * * *. Our diſeſteem of ſuch golpe * 
ar 
ne 
he 


Sc. 


LET. LIII. 
iir WT 


Dear Sir, Weſton-Favell, May 26. 1748. 
Have given directions to my bookſeller to pre- 
ſent you with the new edition of my Medi- 
iations ; which! defire you to accept, and to look 
upon as a ſmall but unfeigned expreſſion of my 
moſt affectionate eſteem. The pleaſure of your 
company I cannot expect often to enjoy ; let me, 
therefore, dear Sir, by means of my little trea- 
tiſe, converſe with you now and then, as it were 
by proxy with a view of familiarizing to our 
minds thoſ: ſublime Wye which will be the 
ſtudy and the delight of a glorious eternity. 

Another ſet I have ſent for Mr * * *; which 
I beg of you to render acceptable, by preſeating. 
That worthy miniſter ſtands entitled to my grate- 
ful acknowledgments, for his judicious and ex- 
cellent letter. How much I was pleaſed with it, 
and how free J have made with it, he will ſee 
from the motto, prefixed to the Winter-Prece. 
His candid and weighty obſervations, have in- 
duced me to alter the exceptionable paſlage in the 
book ; and will, I hope, incite me to cultivate 
in my heart that amiable ſpirit of charity, which 
hopeth all things. 

What 1 accidentally hinted to Dr * * *, who 
favoured me with a ſight of Mrs * * s letter, I 
never imagined, would have been communicated 
to her, or any perſon living. Had I ſuſpected 


any ſuch conſequence, I ſhould certainly have 


with-held my pen, and concealed what | might 
happen to think. Becauſe I neither reliſh con- 
troverly ; nor have ſtrength of mind, or ſolidity 
of judgment, ſufficient to condutt the procedure 
of an argument. All my aim, all my defire, is, 
to quicken in my own heart the ſeeds of practical 
faith, and vital holineſs. If to this, I might be 
enabled to cheriſh the ſame ſacred principles, in 
the hearts of ſome of my ſerious and humble ac- 
quaintance, I ſhould wiſh for no other fruits of 
my labours.— However, as Mrs * * *'s objections 
are advanced, and are now before me, it would 
be a failure of reſpe& to her, and a deſertion of 
my divine Maſter's honour, if I did not attempt, 
at leaſt, to ſatisfy her ſcruples, and vindicate bis 
conduct. I ſhall, therefore, with all freedom, 


but with ſincere good- will, tranſmit my ſentiments 


on every article of her letter. 

And firſt, — with regard to the little aſſiſtance 
which I have contributed, and which Mrs * * 
thinks worthy of her acknowledgments ; I beg 
of her to obſcrve, that it is owing, wholly owing, 
to her adored Redeemer To him, to him alone, 
ſhe is obliged PE there be an obligation in the 
Cale) for this riendly donation. | He has been 
pleaſed to command this inſtance of my gratitude, 
for his unſpeakably-tender mercies to my ſoul. 

© has been pleaſed to declare, that he will look 
upon ſuch a piece of kindneſs as done to his own 
moſt bleſſed ſelf. This makes me, this makes all 
overs, glad to embrace every ſuch occaſion, 
0 ſhewing our thankfulneſs to our infinitely-con- 

ending, gracious Lord. The action, which 
BY * *'s grateful pen calls generous, does not 
: * as ſhe expreſſes it, from any innate noble- 
els of mind. 1 remember the time, when this 


cart was h d , 
No XXV L. as the flint, and theſe * tena- 
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cious even to avarice. 
ening ſpirit, and the lover of fouls, who has 


O F 


597 
But it is Jeſus the quick- 


made your friend to differ from his natural ſelf. 
If the flinty bowels are melted into compaſſion, 
they are melted by a believing conſideration of his 
molt precious blood. If the avaricious hands are 
opened, and made ready to diſtribute, willing to 
communicate, they are made fo by the free grace 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Therefore not unto 
me, not uato me, but unto the great and good 
Redeemer, are all the returns of gratitude due. 

It is utterly inconſiſtent,” ſays Mrs—, © with 
my way of thinking, that the Son of God ſhould 
be preſent at a wedding at all.” — But why ſhould 
it be thought utterly, why in any degree, incon- 
ſiſtent with his dignity or wiſdom, to be preſent 
at the ſolemnizatiou of an ordinance, which he 
himſelf inſtituted ; inſtituted in the ſtate of in- 
nocency itſelf ; inſtituted, for promoting the 
happineſs of our nature, and for perpetuating, 
with regularity and purity, its very exiſtence ?— 
If our Lord opened his commiſſion, and ſhewed 
his divine credentials at a bridal-feſtivity, it was, 
in my humble opinion, with a very peculiar pro- 
priety. Becauſe it was a fignificant intimation of 
the benign and amiable genius of his religion, 
that he came, not in the auſtere and recluſe ſpirit 
of the Baptiſt ; came not to forbid, but to ſanctify. 
the lawful and truly-valuable comforts of our pre- 
ſent being.—If Mrs * * * pleaſes to conſult the 
office of matrimony, as it is celebrated by our 
church, ſhe will find a ſubſtantial reaſon aſſi zued, 
for our Saviour's gracing this ſolemnity with his 
preſence, and working his firſt miracle on this 
occation. And the more attentively ſhe reads the 
ſcriptures, ſhe will find, in various places, how 
the Son of God delights to honour this ſacred in- 
ſtitution : ſince he calls himſelf the Bridegroom 
of true believers ; and declares, that he vill be- 
troth them to himſelf in right-ouſneſs : ſi ice he 
ſhadows forth their ſpiritual union with his bleſſ- 
ed ſelf, by that moſt endearing, molt indiſſoluble 
of ties, the nuprial ; and figures out the ſatisfac- 
tion reſulting from his goſpel, and even che ſub- 
lime enjoyments of his heavenly kingdom, by a 
marriage- feaſt. When theſe things ace taken in- 
to conſideration, I hope, it will appear, that our 
holy Redeemer acted entirely in character, and 
conformably to the whole tenor of his revelation, 
by ennobling, by bleſſing, the matrimonial feſti- 
val with his preſence. 

But ** ſuch a ſort of feaſt is in general a ſcene 
of revelling.” —lt is, I muſt acknowledge, too 
frequently ſo in our nation, and in our age. But 
was it alſo a ſcene of revelling, offenſive to mo- 
deſty, or contrary to ſobriety, in earlier times, 
and among the Jeuiſb people? There ſeems to be 
a hint in this very narrative, that they were par- 
ticularly careful to prevent all manner of inde- 
cency, or diſſolute indulgence. For this reaſon 
they appointed a governor of the feaſt; a princi- 
pal part of whoſe office was, to ſee that no irre- 
gularities were committed; but that all was con- 
ducted with decorum, as well as œcoOmy.— Be- 
ſides, if ſome of thoſe feſtivities are perverted, 


will it follow, that all are abuſed ? Might not there 
be ſome ſerious ſet of neighbours, who knew how 
to be merry after a godly fort, and fulfil the old 
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Moſaical rule of rejoicing before the Lord their 
God? I myſelf have been preſent at the cei-bra- 

tion of a wedding between Chriſtian parties, and 

among Chriſtian friends, where heaveniy conver- 
ſation, and joyful thankſgiving to the adorable Au- 
thor of all our comforts, made the chief and the 
choiceſt part of our entertainment.—And is there 
not very evident cauſe to ſuppole, that the nupti- 
als in queſtion were conſummated between per- 
ſons of ſuch a character ? The holy Jeſus, his de- 
vout mother, and ſerious diſciples, would ſcarce- 
ly have been invited, or would hardly have ac- 
cepted the invitation, if it was an irreligious 
couple, or a wanton aſſembly of gueſts, 

But “ in ſuch a mixed multitude, it is hardly 
ſuppoſable, that all ſhould be ſerious in their diſ- 
poſitions, or innocent in their converſation.” — 
Would not then the preſence of ſo venerable and 
divine a perſon ſtrike an awe upon the molt loole 
inclination? Could not his eternal power and 
Godhead control the moiſt abandoned temper, 
and ungovernable tongue ? He that intimidated 
the ſacrilegious rabble, when they profaned the 
temple, and drove them before his ſingle ſcourge ; 
he that ſtruck proſtrate to the ground a whole 
band of armed men, only with his word; he 
who had all hearts in his hand, and could turn 
them whitherſocver he pleaſed ;—he would, doubt- 
leſs, prohibit, at this juncture, whatever might 
carry the appearance of an immodeſt or intempe- 
rate freedom. So that Mrs *** need not que- 
ſtion, but that, if any of the company was diſſo- 
lutely diſpoſed, the authority of our Lord's cha- 
racer, and much more the agency of his Spirit 
on their minds, did molt effectually reſtrain all 
licentiouſneſs. 

« One would think,” it is farther obſerved, “ he 
might have improved ſome occurrence or other, 
to their information and advantage.“ - That this 
was not done, is taken for granted; I ſuppoſe, 
becauſe the evangeliſt does not expreſsly record 
it. But is this a fair deduction, or a ſatisfacto- 
ry reaſon? Are there not many mywy works, 
which Jeſus performed, many edifying confe- 
rences, which Jeſus held, profeſſedly omitted by 
the inſpired penman? — Was not our Lord's 
tongue a fountain of wiſdom, ever flowing ; and 
a well of life, never exhauſted ? When did that 
good Shepherd let ſlip an opportunity of feeding 
the flock? He went to feaſts, in the ſame fpirit, 
and for the ſame purpole, as he came into the 

word; to turn poor mankind from darkneſs to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God. 
The ſun might as well forbear ſhining, as this 
Sun of righteouſneſs neglect to diffuſe healing 
rays, and heavenly knowledge all around. God's 
great deſign, in ſending his Son into the world, 
was, that ignorant and ſinful men might be re- 
claimed from the error of their ways, ana be made 
wiſe unto ſalvation. And our Saviour folemnly 
declares, that he always did the will of him that 
ſent him. If therefore this declaration be true, 


and if our Lord's conduct was uniform, we can- 
not but conclude, that at Cana, as well as through- 
out all Galilee, his mouth was exerciſed in wiſ- 
dom, and his tongue talking of judgment: that 
'acious, his 


n the rich- 


the words, which dropped from his 
inſtructive lips, were much ſweeter 
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eſt dainties which the table yielded ; much more 
reviving than even that generous wine, produced 
by a miracle, which his divine power, on this diſtin 
guiſhed occation, Wrought.— This reminds me of 
another objection, couched in the following words 

It is harder yet to reconcile his behaviou: 
when there, — To increaſe the wine, when the 
gueſts had well drunk, could tend to no other 
end, than to promote and encourage intemper- 
ance.” — Perhaps Mrs *** does not ſufficient] 
attend to the narration of the evangeliſt. I do 
not find it afferted, that theſe gueſts had well 
drunk. The expreſſion is uſed, but applied to 
other perſons, and the cuſtom uſual at other ce- 
remonies of this nature. I once was acquainted 
with a worthy gentleman, who frequently inyi. 
ted to his table the young perſons of his neigh. 
bourhood ; and would take a pleaſure in cultiva. 
ting, by his diſcourſe, the principles of lobriety 
induſtry, and piety, in their minds. Now, in 
caſe he had ſaid, after ſupper was removed, « | 
know very well, my honeſt neighbours, it is cu— 
ſtomary with ſome perſons of fortune, to pleaſe 
and to pride themſelves in making their viſitants 
drunk. They puth the glaſs briſkly round, and 

reſs one bumper upon another, till they ſend 
their gueſts ſtaggering to bed.” But—now would 
any one infer, from ſuch a remark on the practice 
of others, that this was alſo the practice at my 
friend's houſe? To form any concluſion in- 
jurious to the ſobriety of thoſe gueſts, ſeems to 
be much the ſame illogical and unreaſonable argu- 
ing. — But, ſuppoſing the expreſſion applied to 
the gueſts then preſent; what is its ſignification ? 
The original word ſometimes ſignifies no more than 
to drink with ſo moderate an indulgence, as in- 
nocently to exhilarate the ſpirits. It is uſed con- 
cerning Jeſeph's brethren, when they were treat- 
ed in his palace, and had portions ſent from his 
table, Gen. xliii. 34. Now, can any one, who 
is at all acquainted with the character of that ex- 
emplary patriarch, imagine that he would permit 
his brethren, in his own preſence, to tranſgrels 
the rules of temperance ? Much leſs can any one, 
who really believes in Jeſus, and ſeriouſly conli- 
ders the defign of his coming into the world, al- 
low himſelf to ſuſpect, that he would furniſh 
freſh wine for thoſe, who (in the obnoxious ſenſe 
of the word) had well drank already. Could he, 
who is our ſanctification, the Lord our purifier, 
adminiſter to our inordinare gratifications ? 

« Yes,” ſays Mrs , „ becauſe this increaſe 
of the wine could tend to no other end, than to 
promote and encourage intemperance.” — Mrs 
*** poſſibly forgets, that the Jewwyh feſtivals were 
prolonged for ſeveral days; that a freſh ſucceſſion 
of gueſts might be expected ; that, very probably, 
a much greater reſort of 3 than was pra- 
vided for, might be occaſioned by our Lord's il- 
luſtrious preſence; that the miraculous ſupply 
might be intended for their accommodation; 9» 


that it might not be all ſpent on that occaſion, but 


reſerved for the future accommodation of wn 

married couple . We read, Jobn xxi. that ti 

diſciples took, at one caſt, a vaſt multitude 0 
+ 


| 2 was 

* Many commentators are of opinion, that the mo the 
not turned into wine in the water-pots, but as, jt ol gil 
cup, and the liquor in the water - pots remained water tin 


hes. But did they eat them all immedi- 
bah Then they ould faking been gluttons in- 


Jeed, They uſed for themſelves what was neceſ- 
fary to ſatisty their hunger, and fold the remain- 
der, to procure A livelihood. And why ſhould 
we not conclude, that the bridegroom alſo, after 
a chearful, but temperate refreſhment of his vi- 
Grants, preſerved the remainder of that fine wine 
for future exigencies? This I take to be tho 
caſe; and that our divine Maſter, by this means, 
rewarded him for his hoſpitality to himſelf and 
his followers. At the ſame time, giving a moſt 
conſpicuous proof, that, as he and his diſciples 
were henceforth to have neither ſtore-houſe, nor 
harn, but to ſubſiſt on the charity of others, none 
ſhould be loſers by entertaining him and his 
friends; that every ſuch kindneſs ſhould meet 
with a full recompenſe of reward | 
« | muſt not omit the rough anſwer which he 
makes to his mother upon this occaſion ; which, 
| think, ſtands in need of an excuſe, though we 
ind none in the evangeliſt for it. l do not won- 
der, that Mrs *** is ſomewhat offended at this 
exprefſion. She is a lady of refined taſte, and 
delicate addreſs ; and as the is not acquainted w th 
the original language, nor aware how the phraſe 
ſounded in oriental ears, her remark is not to be 
looked upon as A cenſorious reflection, but as a 
proof of the politeneſs of her own ſentiments. 
However, when ſhe has an opportunity of con- 
ſulting the ancient writers, ſhe will find that their 
language had leſs of compliment, and more of 
ſincerity, than ours. It was ſo plain and artleſs, 
that perſons of the heft breeding have addreſſed la- 
dies of the higheſt quality by this very name; 
and without intending any flight, or giving the 
leaſt affront. She may remember, that the ele- 
ven brethren, when pleading before the governor of 
Egypt, pleading for their liberties, or even their 
very lives; when, if ever, their expreſſions would 
be moſt carefully guarded, and full of the utmoſt 
reverence, yet uſe this (to modern ears) uncourtly 
ſtyle, the man ; meaning the viceroy himſelf, Gen. 
xliv. 26,—Surely, Mrs *** cannot forget, that 
our Lord, in his laſt moments, calls his mother 
by the very ſame appellation. Much leſs can ſhe 
ſuſpect, that he could be wanting in reſpeR and 
tenderneſs, when his concern for the parent of 
his fleſh triumphed over the agonies of the croſs. 
Perhaps, the ſubſtance of the reply may be 
thought ſomewhat unkind. I believe, it ſhould 
be tranſlated, Woman, what haſt thou to do with 
me? i. e in ſuch inſtances as this; wherein my 
Deity is concerned, and an interpoſition of my 
omnipotence is requiſite. I would have thee to 
know, once for all, that, in affairs of this nature, 
thou haſt no authority over me, neither does it 
become thee to direct me.—She was overforwatd ; 
ſhe took too much upon her; and the anſwer was 
intended for a plain and ſerious rebuke. Accord- 
ingly, the humble mother, like one ſenſible of 
er miſconduct, acquieſces with ſilent ſubmiſlion ; 
and never offers (throughout the whole courſe 


| of the hiſtory) to interfere in ſuch a manner any 


more ; but leaves it to his wiſdom to determine, 


lo, which interpretation, without the leaſt force, the text will 


ve by / . 
frength , — the lady's objcction will appear to have leſs 
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both when his divine power ſhould be exerted, 
and what it ſhould effeck. 

« do not know how it happens,” ſays Mrs 
* but the more nearly I examine matters of 
faith, the further I am from aſſenting to them.” 
— Will it be acceptable to my dear friend's , 
or will it be diſguſtful, if I atrempt to tell her, 
how this, in the general, happens ? She ſeems to 
be poſſeſſed of great ingenuity of temper, and 
equal penetration of mind ; therefore I cannot 
think ſhe will take amiſs, what I only offer to 
her impartial conſideration, without any appli- 
cation to herſelf.—lt happens, becauſe people are 
unrenewed by the ſanctifying influences of di- 
vine grace. This is not my precarious conjecture, 
but the infallible declaration of the great Search- 
er of hearts, The carnal man, ſays the wifdom 
of heaven, receiveth not the things of the vpirit 
of God; for they are fooliſhneſs unto him: nei- 
ther can he know them, becauſe they ate ſpiri- 
tually diſcerned. This was the caſe with Mode- 
mus. Our Lord's diſcourſe was a riddle, was 
quite unintelligible to him, becauſe he was not 
born of the Spirit, had not experienced that ſa- 
cred change on his heart. Sometimes it happens, 
becauſe perſons are wiſe in their own eyes; de- 
pending more upon the ſagacity of their own judg- 
ment, than upon the enlightening grace of God. 
I thank thee, O Father, ſays our bleſſed Redeem- 
er, that whereas thou haſt hid theſe things from 
(ſuffered them to lie hid, to elcape the diſcern- 
ment of) the wiſe and prudent ; thou haſt re- 
vealed them unto babes. But who are they hat 
are wiſe in their own conceits? I anſver, they 
who ſtudy much, but pray little ; who are oft- 
en at their deſk, but ſeldoin on their knees; oft- 
en exerciſe their minds in contemplations, but 
ſeldom lift up their hearts in earne.t ſupplications 
to the Father of lights. - But | muſt nor enlarge. 
ſhall be unſufferably tedious. I muſt cordially 
commiſerate Mrs s afflited condition. [ 
beg of her to be more frequent, more importu- 
nate in her devout addreffes to the gracious God. 
Fhis is proper, peculiarly proper 2 her diſtreſ- 
ſed circumſtances. If any be afflicted, let him 
pray, is a recipe preſcribed from heaven; but 
more efpecially needful, for the unſettled ſtate of 
her mind. For let me ſay, and let it not be look- 
ed upon as an unfriendly faying, I cannot but 
fear, that ſoul is ſadly unſettled, far from bei 
fixed on that Rock of ages, that only Foundation 
Jeſus Chriſt, who can ſuppoſe the bleſſed Redeemer 
chargeable with ſuch great indecencies of ſpeech, 
and ſtill groſſer improprieties of conduct. Can 
a mind, which admits ſuch unworthy apprehen- 
fions of the great Immanuel, rely on him as its 
all-fatisfying atonement, its complete righteouſ- 
neſs, as the only anchor of its final, eternal hopes ? 
May the God of all goodneſs reveal his dear 
Son in her heart, and in mine; that to us it ma 
be given, to know the myſtery of his goſpel ; that 
we may ſee it to be the wiſdom of God, and feel 
it to be the power of God to our ſaivation. You 
will, I dare fay, heartily join your Amen to this 
important requeſt. —If any freſh difficulties are 
leave to decline the province of 
attempting their ſolution ; and would remit all 
future inquiries to the much clearer judgment, 
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and abler pen, of our valuable friend Mr ***,—. 
Dear Sir, pardon my prolixity ; pray for my little 

iece and its author ; and aflure vourſelf of a 
willing and hearty return of this kindneſs, from 


Your truly, &c. 


n. 


Meſton-Favell, May, 1748. 
Send my dear friend the letter, which by 
his inſtigation I write, I ſend it this night, 
that if he diſcerns any thing in it very improper, 
it may be returned by the bearer, and the needful 
alterations made. —Methinks, it gives a perſon a 
taſteful ſatisfaction to find favour with judicious 
and excellent men. What a tranſport of delight 
muſt it create, to meet with the acceptance of the 
great Judge, the eternal King, the fountain of 
all perfection? To be admitted into his imme- 
diate preſence ;—to be favoured with the brighteſt 
manifeſtations of his divine attributes to love 
him with all our ſouls, and to be infinitely more 
beloved by him ;—to be conformed to his glorious, 
his moſt amiable image, and ſo much the more, 
as ages in an endleſs ſucceſſion roll on ages ;— 
this is lite, —this is bleſſedneſs, —this is heaven. 
And this life is in his Son this bleſſedneſs is pur- 
chaſed for us ſinners by the obedience of Chriſt; 
to this heaven Chriſt is the way,—the door, 
—the paſſport. O! let us not doubt, but he 
will make us meet by his Spirit, for the inhe- 
ritance which he has obtained by his blood. 


Ever yours, Cc. 


E 
My very dear Friend, Weſton- Favell, Aug. 18. 1748. 


Received your letter, full of tenderneſs, and 
full of piety, laſt night. The very firſt thing 

I apply myſelf to, this morning, is to acknow- 
ledge your favour, and confeſs my own negligence. 
—But your affectionate heart will pity, rather 
than blame me, when I inform you, that a re- 
lapſe into the diſorder, of which I was never 
thoroughly cured, has brought me very low. 
Inſomuch that I am unable, either to diſcharge 
the duties of life, or to anſwer the demands of 
friendſhip. I have not been capable of preaching, 
for ſeveral Sundays. Pyrmont water, aſſes milk, 
and ſuch kind of reſtoratives, Itry, but try in vain. 
—A great while ago, I had begun a very long let- 
ter to my ever-eſteemed Mr * * *. In this I pro- 
poſed candidly to repreſent the reaſons of my be- 
lief, with regard to the final perſeverance of the 
true believer. But weakneſs of ſpirits, and its 
never-failing concomitant, imbecillity of thought, 
obliged me to deſiſt. In the new edition of my 
Meditations, a note is added on this ſubject, de- 
claring, That I am far from maintaining it, as 
eſſential to Chriſtianity, or neceſſary to ſalvation, 
&c.—Where I ſay, What infidels are we in fact? 


my meaning is, that we are all, in ſome meaſure, 


chargeable with practical infidelity ; as we are all 
in ſome degree carnal, in ſome degree finful, 
while we continue in this mortal bo Conſi- 
dering the infinite veracity, and unchangeable 


aithfulneſs of the bleſſed God, the moſt exalted 
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ſaints have too much cauſe to lame ; 
ciency in point of faith, and — — — a. 
Lord, help our unbelief ! out, 
An humble, well- grounded aſſurance of 
reconciliation to God, is an unſpeakabl 
bleſſing. It is What all ſhould ſeek, and 
have attained. A gentlemar told me, a be 
ago, That though he was often ſolicited 4 
often defiled with corruption, yet he had ng - 
ner of doubt concerning his everlaſting 8 
for theſe twenty years. On trying occaſions : 
ſeemed to endanger his final happineſs, he fed 1 
preſume, to the fountain opened for fin and «h, 
cleanneſs. He viewed, by faith, the infinite (0! 
tranſporting truth !), the infinite ſatisfaction mad 
by the bleeding Immanuel ; and could not oy 
confide, that a divine expiation was more wing 
ful to fave, than all paſt fins or preſent infirmitie 
to deſtroy. This is the white ſtone, of which 
Job was happily poſſeſſed ; I know that my Re 
deemer liveth ; and this ſweet confidence "6h 
ported him under all his tribulations. This 
that earneſt of the Spirit in our hearts, of which 
St Paul makes mention, and with which he Was 
endued : We know, that if our earthly houſe of 
this tabernacle be diſſolved, we have a buildin 
of God, an houſe not made with hands, — 
in the heavens. And, in the full aſſurance of 
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this bleſſed hope, may you, my dear friend, be 


every day more and more eſtabliſhed, 
ed, ſettled ! Wee 
If, at any time, I am favoured with this hez- 
venly gift, it is derived from ſuch comfortable 
ſcriptures : The Son of the Moſt High came into 
the world, to ſave finners : He died, the juſt fur 
the unjuſt : He poured out his foul for tranſgteſ- 
ſors. And ſince you and I know ourſelves to be 
ſinners, unjuſt, tranſgreſſors, why ſhould we not 
take to ourſelves the comfort here offered for our 
acceptance? why ſhould we not make uſe of the 
privilege, here conſigned over to our enjoyment, 
and claim the legacy, in theſe clauſes of our dy- 
ing Maſter's teſtament, moſt evidently bequeath- 
ed to our ſouls? To found our expectations on 
this bottom, will be a means both of humbling 
and exalting us; of filling us with ſhame, and fil. 
ing us with hope; that we may abhor ourſelves, and 
yet rejoice in God our Saviour. Many build their 
hopes upon their religious duties, and righteous 
deeds; ſuch a building muſt unavoidably be ſhaken 
by every temptation, and ſapped by every working 
of corruption. Theſe are, in no wiſe, the found: 
tion, but evidences rather that we are fixed on it. 
For my part, when I can exerciſe a grace, or pei- 
form a duty, that is debaſed by no imperfeQio!, 
mingled with no corruption, then ] will truſt 0 
ſelf-righteouſneſs. But till then, I muſt be ve!) 
unreaſonable, if I do not rely on my illuſtrio 
Surety ; fly to the ark of his wounds, and make 
mention of his righteouſneſs only. This is al. 
ſufficient; and never, never faileth thoſe that 
truſt in it. | 
You are not ignorant of my ſentiments, with 
regard to our diſſenting brethren. Are we 10 
all devoted to the ſame ſupreme Lord! Do e 
not all rely on the merits of the ſame glorio 
Redeemer? By profefling the ſame faith, + 
ſame doctrine which is according to Saile 
we are incorporated into the ſame myſtical boch 
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And how ſtrange, how unnatural would it be, if 
the head ſhould be averſe to the breaſt, or the 
hands inveterately prejudiced againſt the feet, 
only becauſe the one is habited ſomewhat diffe- 
rently from the other ? Though I am ſteady in 
my attachment to the eſtabliſhed church, I would 
nave a right hand of fellowſhip, and a heart of 
love, ever ready, ever open, for all the upright 
evangelical diſſenters.—I thank you for the news 
ou ſent; it is impoſſible for me to pay in kind. 
Make my moſt reſpectful compliments acceptable 
to worthy Mr . I had agreed to wait upon 
him, when I was in town; but my brother's illneſs 
rowing worſe, and ſoon proving fatal, deprived 
me of this pleaſure, and ſent me home to attend 
his corpſe with ſorrow to the grave.—l hope, you 
will be pleaſed with Archbiſbop Leighton's works ; 
and 1 heartily pray, that they may be abundantly 
bleſſed to both our ſouls. —l fincerely commiſe- 
rate poor Miſs D** *'s caſe, Deſpair is indeed 
a fiery dart of the devil ; but, bleſſed be ſovereign 
oodneſs, there is a remedy againſt this malady. 
The Iſraelites, though wounded by the deadly 
ſerpents, looked to the brazen type hung upon 
the pole, and found a certain cure. And though 
we are ſtung by a ſenſe of guilt, and almoſt pe- 
rithing in extreme deſpondency ; yet let us turn 
our eye to him, who was lifted up on the croſs, 
and we ſhall be whole. He, who was gaſhed with 
wounds, and covered with blood; was pierced 
with irons, and ſtabbed to the heart; he is our 
medicine, our recovery, our life, By his ſtripes 
we are healed. O! let us look unto him, — from 
the depths of diſtreſs, as well as from the ends 
of the earth, look unto him, and be ſaved. —My 
paper admoniſhes me to have done ; but I cannot 
conclude, without aſſuring you, that I love you 
moſt affectionately — ſo long as life and under- 
ſtanding laſt, ſhall pray for you among my choiceſt 
friends ;—and hope, when this tranſitory ſcene 
of things 1s at an end, to be, in bonds of nobler 
friendſhip, and tenderer endearment, 
Ever, ever, yours, &c. 
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eion-Favell, June 3. 1749. 
oF my dear Sir, the phyſicians upon the whole 
have given your friend no great hopes of a 
cure.— Ihe apothecary's ſhop, the aſſes dugs, 
and the mineral waters may, they apprehend, pal- 
liate the diſorder ; but that even a palliation, it 
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leems, is not to be expected, without keeping the 


mind quiet and cheartul ;—and that this import- 
ant end may mot effectually be anſwered, the doc- 
tors have recommended diverſions, travelling, and 
company ; giving a caution at the ſame time, I am 
told, againit retirement, ſo much praying, and 
poring over religious books. 

Now, if chearfulneſs be the grand, the funda- 
mental, the only recipe adequate even to the mi- 
Ugation of this diſeaſe, I may venture to aſſert, 
that ſuch recipe is to be found—(poſſibly what I 
declare may be wondered at); but J aver it is to be 
found in the Bible. It may be ſeen wrote at 
length, and it well deſerves conſideration, in 

%. XVII. 22. A merry beart doth good like a 


Me _— — 3 a broken Spirit drieth the bones. 
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That a ſatisfied, a ſerene, and chearful ſtate 
of mind, will in this caſe be more beneficial than 
all manner of reſtoratives for decayed nature, or 
cordials for the finking ſpirits, I can eaſily be- 
lieve; nay, I am farther convinced, that whate- 
ver can be contrived by the moſt ſolicitous care 
of the phyſicians, will probably be rendered inef- 
ſectual, without this prime preparative, this moſt 
ſovereign pteſcript. Alt is indiſpenſably neceſſary, 
that all poſſible endeavours ſhould be exerted to 
have the thoughts calm, placid, and eaſy.—Eve 
thing mult be ſacrificed to this moſt deſirable end, 
—Nothing can be more pernicious, in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, than the contrary ſituation of mind. 
gut here will ariſe a queſtion, How this inward 
tranquillity may moſt eafily be attained, and moſt 
ſurely eſtabliſhed ? By company, by travelling, 
by diverſions, the doctors and ſome others will 
reply.—l am far, very far from being an enemy 
to diverſions, when properly choſe, and uſed with 
moderation. Travelling may beguile the ſenſe 
of wo, and palliate for a while the malady. 
Company, when chearful and improving, is an 
excellent ſource of comſort : when innocent on- 
ly and entertaining, is of ſome preſent ſervice, 
and ought to be allowcd (at intervals) admittance, 
But theſe will no more reach the caſe now under 
conſideration, —are no more able to create a ſet- 
tled tranquillity in the breaſt, than the gentle 
motions of a fan :re ſufficient to impel a wind- 
bound fleet. If they ingroſs our time, and leave 
no leiſure for nobler methods of conſolation, they 
will certainly prove like heavy, louring clouds, 
and, inſtead of diffuſing, will intercept the rays 
of heart -felt ſatisfaction. But what, may it be 
aſked, would I ſubſtitute inſtead of theſe expedi- 
ents? I would beg leave (unpolite as it may ſeem, 
and in a manner exploded) to recommend prayer 
to God, and the daily reading of the ſcriptures. If 
kind and friendly converſation be judged proper, 
why ſhould prayer be diſapproved ?—Prayer is an 
humble, but delightiul intercourſe, with the beſt, 
the greateſt, the everlaſting friend.—And has any 
earthly friend exerciſed more loving-kindneſs? is 
any earthly friend more able to adminiſter relief, 
than the bleſſed God ? If there be ſuch friends, let 
them be our whole dependence, and let omnipo- 
tent goodneſs be ſecluded from any regard, 

God has ſo loved us, that he gave his own 
Son, dearer to himſelf than all angels, and all 
worlds, to die for our ſalvation. Rather than 
we ſhould periſh for ever, he ſent his infinitely- 
glorious Son to take upon him our nature, and 
ſuffer the unknown agonies of crucifixion.—To 
ſhew his readineſs to ſuccour us in any diſtreſs, 
he ſtyles himſelf the Father of mercies, and God 
(not of ſome, but) of all comfort, (2 Cor. i. 3.) 
—And where is the perſon, from whom we may 
more reaſonably exped to receive tender and com- 
paſſionate ſuccours, than from this all- gracious 
God ?—Is he not as powerful as he is gracious ? 
— What Job ſaid of his companions. 1s, in a de- 
gree, true of every human aid : Impotent and 
miſerable comforters are ye all.—But the God 
of heaven is able to give ſongs in the night of 
diſtreſs ; to make the bones, that ſorrow and an- 
guiſh have broken, to rejoice. If he ſpeak peace, 
who ſhall cauſe anten or what ſhall deſtroy 
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our tranquillity ?—Indeed if we apply for comfort 
to any thing lower than heaven, or by any ſuch 
means as exclude frequent prayer, we neglect the 
fountain of living waters, and hew to ourſelves 
ciſterns, broken ciſterns, that can hold no water. 
The ſcriptures (and believe me, as I ſpeak from 
daily experience) are a treaſury of comfort. One 
who had drank deep of the cup of forrow declares, 
that they rejoice the heart ;—and that for his 
own part, if his delight had not been in the di- 
vine law, he ſhould have periſhed in his trouble, 
(ſee Bible, P/al. cxix. 92.) — Theſe things, ſays 
the favourite diſciple, write we unto you, (not 
barely that you may have joy, but) that your 
joy may be full, (John xv. 11.)—And St Paul 
adds, that wh.tever things are written by tne 
Spirit of inſpiration, are written for our bene- 
fit; that we, through patience and comfort 
of the ſcriptures, might have hope, Rom. xv. 
4.) ; that blefſed hope of eteroal life, which is 
an anchor to the ſoul, in all the ſtorms of adver- 
ſity ; which is the oil of gladneſs, ſwimming a- 
bove all the waves of affliction.—By having re- 
courſe to diverſions and amuſements, in prefer- 
ence to the ſtrong conſolations ſuggeſted in the Bi- 
ble, we act as injudiciouſly, we thall be deceived 
as certainly, as if, amidit the ſultry heats of ſum- 
mer, we thould ſeek cooling retreihment from a 

ainted tree, and thun the embowering thady co- 
vert of a real grove. 

If we are afflicted, the ſcriptures acquaint us, 
that our afflictions are the chaltiſements of a fa- 
ther, not the ſcourges of an enemy. They give 
us aſſurance, that the all- diſpoſing providence will 
not ſuffer us to be afflicted, above what we are 
able to bear, (ſce 1 Cor. x. 13.) : — That they ſhall 
turn to Hur good, and bring forth the peaceable 
fruits of righteouſneſs that they are light; are 
only for a moment, and yet ſhall work out for us 
a weight, an eternal weight of glory.—Can all the 
volumes of Heathen morality ſuggeſt, or all the 
recreations in the world afford, ſuch rational and 
ſolid conſolation — Without theſe couſolations, 
afflictions will be like a latent ſore, ſmarting and 
rankling in the heart; - will produce diſcontent 
with our condition, and repining at providence; 
—a melincholy temper, and a fretful carriage. 
—Trifling company, aud worldly pleaſures, will 
ſerve only to aggravate the miſery, and make us 
inwardly mourn, that while others are in the e- 
levations of mirth, we are preſſed with a weight 
of calamity.—Whereas, by means of theſe ſove- 
reign conſolations, afflictions may be improved to 
the health of the mind, and become a moſt ſalutary 
expedient for furthering our ſpiritual happineſs. 

Can any thing be more (or equally comforta- 
ble) than the privileges recorded in that charter 
of our ſalvation, the ſcriptures ?— There we are 
told, that as many as truly believe in Jeſus Chriſt, 
are children of the Almighty ;—that the Lord 
who commandeth the waters, the glorious God 
who maketh the thunder, the everlaſting King, 
who ruleth all things in heaven and earth, is 
their Father: he pities them as a father pities his 
own children, (P/al. ciii. 13.) and that a mo- 
ther may ſooner forget her ſucking child, than he 
can remit his tender care, for their preſent wel- 


fare and endleſs felicity, (J. xlix. 15.):— That, 
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becauſe we are ſinners, Chriſt Jeſus, with In 
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finitely more thin parental tenderneſs, bore 
ſins, and expiated all our guilt, in his own n 
ing body upon the tree, (1 Pet. ii. 24. —5 ; 
cauſe we frequently offend, and always fai] _ 
mercifal High Prieſt ever liveth to make er 
ceſſion for us, and to plead his divine merits i I 
our behalf, (Heb. vii. 25.) — Becauſe we hk 
many corruptions within, and are aſſaulted 5 
various temptations without, we have a pr 4 
miſe of the bleſſed Spirit to ſubdue our Nut wg 
tions, (Gal. iii. 14. Ezek. xxxvi. 27.), and 5 
us after the image of him who created us, (C 
111. 10.) —Becaunſe we are liable to manifold mif. 
fortunes, and viſited with a variety of forro:y« 
the ſame Holy Spirit is promiſed, under the ami. 
able character of a comforter, (John xv. 7. 1,1}, 
xi. 13.)—Becauſe all fleſh is graſs, and all the 
goodlineſs thereof (the youth, the beauty, the 
wealth, all mortal accompliſhments, and eve 
worldly enjoyment) is withering, and tranſient 
as the flower of the field, J xl. 6. the ſerip- 
tures direct our view, and conſign over to our 
faith, a moſt incomparable, reverſionary inhezi. 
tance ; an inheritance reſerved in heaven for u- 
which is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, (1 Pet. 1. 4.) 

Are theſe things, I would aſk the phyſicians 
likely to deject the mind, or oppreſs it with 
heavineſs ?—Need their patients fear an aggra— 
vation of diſtreſſes from the offer, from the en- 
joyment of ſuch bleſſings ?—Much more reaſon- 
ably might the bleeding wound fly from the le- 
nient hand, dread the healing balm, and court 
its cure from the viper's envenomed tooth. — 
Have theſe truths a tendency to engender gloomy 
apprehenſions, as the medical gentlemen are too 
apt to imagine, or do theſe increaſe the load which 
galls an afflicted mind ? Rather, what heart 
(that attends to, and believes ſuch glad tidings) 
can forbear even leaping for joy? Theſe are cal- 
culated to put off our ſackcloth, and gird us with 
gladneſs ; are enough to turn the groans of grief, 
into the ſongs of gratitude. | 

Cheared by theſe reviving conſiderations, ſup- 
ported by this bleſſed hope, the ancient Chriſtians 
were more than conquerors over all their calam'- 
ties; they even gloried in tribulations, becauſe 
theſe were the appointed way to the kingdom of 
heaven, Adds xiv. 22. They took joyfully the 
ſpoiling of their goods, knowing, that they had. 
in the world above, a better and more enduring 
ſubſtance, Heb. x. 34. — They perceived with 


_ complacency, the decay of their earthly taber- 


nacle ; becauſe there remained for them, aftet 
their diſſolution, a houſe not made with hand, 
eternal in the heavens, 2 Cor. v. 1.—Perhaps we 
may not arrive at ſuch heights of heroic and 
triumphant exultation ; but ſurely we ſhould try 
thoſe remedies, which in their caſe were ſo ſur- 
priſingly and happily ſucceſsful. 

Upon the whole; a peaceful compoſure of 
mind, and calm reſignation to the all- wiſe wil 
of God ;—a holy joy in the merits of our ever” 
bleſſed Redeemer, and a well-grounded hope 9 
unutterable and immortal bliſs, in a better world; 
theſe, theſe are more abſolutely needful for 
caſe like this, and will do more towards relief, 
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the drugs that nature produces. — 

pou! = ſure 1 — that theſe * anody nes 

e diſpenſed no where but in the ſcriptures; are 

5 be procured no otherwiſe than by prayer.— C- 

— methods may ſtupefy for a moment, but 

will not remove the pain, much leſs introduce 
ermanent eaſe. | 

I ſpeak not this from mere ſpeculation, or 
conjectural probability. —l have mylei'f experien- 
ed the efficacy of the preceding expedients for 
theſe deſirable purpoſes.— Having bcen a fort of 
veteran in affliction, I have been under a neceſſity 
of applying theſe confolations - and have the ut- 
moſt reaſon to bear witneſs, that there are none 
like them,—The ſcriptures are the treaſury of 
joy and peace, and the truly religious are generally 
the moſt uniformly cheartul. 

If you apprehend what J have here advanced 
on the means of obtaining true chearfulneſo and 
ſolid peace of mind, may be in any meaſure in- 
ſtrumental to the comfort ot your friend, you 
would do well perhaps to communicate it, as [ 
preſume you are not athamed of appearing in the 
recommendation of the Bible. — The phylicians 
would probably ſacer at ſuch fort or advice, but 
the arguments will not be the leſs valid on that 
account; — and if their patient be ſeriouſly diſ- 
poſed, ſuch ſneers would have little or no effect. 

Do you recolle& Dr Young's lines * in the eighth 
night? 


ouliſt thou not laugh, ; 

This counſel ſtrange, ſhould I preſume to give? 
Retire, and read thy Bible, to be gay, 

There truths abound ot ſov'reign aid to peace. 
But theſe thou think'ſt are gloomy paths to joy: 
Falſe joys indeed are born from want of thought ; 
True joy from thougbt's full bent and energy : 
And this demands a mind in equal poize, 

Remote from gloomy grief, and glaring jay. 

Much joy not only ſpeaks ſmall happineſs ; 

But happineſs, that ſhortly muſt expire. 

Can joy, unbottom d in reflection, Hand ? 

Can ſuch a joy meet accidents unjnock'd ? 

Or talk with threat'ning death, and not turn pale ? 


Though my letter is much longer than [I at 
firſt intended, and ſtands in need of an apology 
for its prolixity, I cannot conclude without gi- 

ving you a freſh aſſurance, that amongſt the great 
number of thoſe who eſteem and reſpect you, 

there is not one of them who more ſincerely re- 
| gards you than, good Sir, 


Your moſt obedient, and 
very humble ſervant, 
JAMES HERvevy. 
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Dear Sir, Weſton-Favell, July 23. 1749. 
HE favour you have done me, in preſenting 
me with Mr Moſes Browne's works, was far 
om my expectation. Pleaſe to accept my beſt 
thanks for the gift, which, I dare ſay, will, in the 
rg. prove perfectly agreeable, and not a little 


| hope the divine Providence will ive his Sun- 


day-Thoughts an extenſive ſpread, and make them 
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an inſtrument of diffuſing the ſavour of true reli- 
gion. Seldom, if ever, have I ſeen a treatiſe, 
that preſents the reader with ſo full, yet conciſe 
a view; ſo agreeable, yet ſtriking a picture of 
true Chriſtianity in its moſt important articles, 
and moſt diſtinguiſhing peculiarities. Though I 
am utterly unacquainted with the author, I aſſure 
myſelf he is no novice in the ſacred ſchool, and 
has more than a ſpeculative knowledge of the go- 
ſpel; every page diſcovers traces of an excellent 
heart, that has itſelf experienced what the muſe 
ſings.—I am, &c, 
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Weſton-Favell, July. 29. 1749. 


Hanks to my dear friend, for his welcome 
letter. It imparted joy to my heart; and 
having communicated pleaſure to our family, is 
gone (part of it I mean) to make glad your chil- 
dren and your friends at Northampton. I muſt 
confeſs, I never was ſo much diſheartened at your 
diſorder, as many others were, even though the 
phyſicians themſelves had given you over; and 
though I have been often accoſted by ſome of 
your cordial wellwiſhers, with ſuch ſaddenin 
addreſſes; * I am ſorry, Sir, to hear that Dr 
" is gone to Briſtol, without any likeli- 
hood of returning alive.” —I really believe, that 
God has ſome ſignal work for you to do. He that 
has ſnatched the brand from the fire, and made 
it a poliſhed thaft in his quiver, will not, I per- 
ſuade myſelf, ſo ſoon caſt it away, or break it to 
pieces, [I have a ſtrong preſage, that almighty 
200dneſs will continue you, as an inſtrument to 
glorify his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and to turn many to 
righteouſneſs, years and years after I am gone 
hence, and ſeen no more.—And I bleſs, together 
with you, his holy name, for confirming ſo far 
my apprehenſions, as to begin the work of your 
recovery from ſo deplorable an illneſs. May he do 
in this caſe, as he will in the more important af- 
fair of our eternal ſalvation, thoroughly accom- 
pliſh what he has graciouſly begun | 
Your family is in proſperity : your olive-plants 
thrive, and are olofly with health. I aſked Sally, 
Where her papa was, and how he did? and her 
pretty little lips liſped, Very bad, and gone to 
Briſtol. Think, my friend, when you remember 
thoſe ſweet and engaging children, —think on 
that delightful promiſe in ſcripture ; Can a mo- 
ther forget her ſucking child ? yea, ſhe may for- 
get, yet will not I forget thee, J. xlix. 15. 
From my heart I pity your ſufferings : but if 
I pity your diſtreſs, with what infinitely more 
tender compaſſion are you regarded by your 
heavenly Father! by him, who ſaid in the multi- 
tude of his mercies,—** My Son ſhall bleed, that 
« you may be healed. My only Son ſhall die, 
* that you may live for evermore. May this 
blood, thus ſhed for you, preſerve your bod 
and ſoul to everlaſting life.” —I hope, you will 
be enabled to caſt your burden upon the Lord, 
and reſign, yourſelf wholly to his wiſe diſpoſal ; 
and, doubtleſs, you will experience to your com- 
fort, that he has the bowels of a Father to com- 
milerate, and the arm of Omnipotence to ſuccour. 
A paſſage in che epiſtle to the Colefians, which 
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I read this very day, (viz. chap., 1. ver. 11.), 
is extremely pertinent to your Cale, and what 1 
ſhall frequently pray, may be fulfilled to your 
great conſolation:— That you may be itrength- 
ened with all might, according to his glorious 

wer, unto all patience, and long-ſuffering, with 
joy fulneſs.—If you ſhould live to give me an 
hour's converſation, this verſe, and the prece- 
ding, would furniſh us with a moſt pleafing and 
improving ſubject of diſcourſe. The concitenets, 
the propricty, the energy of the inſpired ſuppli- 
cations, is admirable. But 1 muſt wave ſuch re- 
marks, leſt I ſend you a preachment, inſtead of 
an epiſtle. 

I heard you condemned the other day, in a 
large company, and indeed treated with a malig- 
nant ſeverit/, about an affair, in which, to my 
certain knowledge, you had acted with great ge- 
neroſity. I explained, to the confuſion of the 
relator, all thoſe circumſtances, which he had ſo 
groſsly miſrepreſented ; and then I quoted the re- 
mark of Mr k:ichard/on, in his Clariſſa, viz. ** That 
« difficult fituations (like yours) make ſceming 
« gccalions of cenſure unavoidable ; and that 
« where the reputation of another (eſpecially of 
«© a man of character) is concerned, we ſhould 
e never be in haſte to cenſure, or to judge per- 
« emptorily on firſt ſurmuſes. Audi alteram par- 
tem, is always my rule. It is our duty to ute cir- 
cumſpection; and to be upon our guard, to cut 
off occaſion from thoſe, who ſcek occaſion to miſ- 
repreſent and injure us: after this precaution, 
we ſhould not be too ſolicitous about the cla- 
mours of the malevolent; and the unthinking.— 
May the God of wiſdom give us that prudence, 
which is profitable to direct! And then 


Conſcia mens refii jane mendacia ridet. 


This was the Heathens cure for the wounds of 
defamation ; this their armour againſt thoſe keen- 
eſt of arrows, bitter words. But ſee in this, as 
well as in every other inſtance, the noble ſuperi- 
ority of the Chriſtian ſcheme! Being defamed, we 
bleſs, ſays the apoſtle. Pray for them that de- 
ſpitefu ly uſe you, ſays his divine Maſter. This 
not only baffles, but more than triumphs over the 
efforts of malice ; and brings an increaſe of vir- 
tue, conſequently of happineſs, even from the 
oiſon of maligaity, and the gall of miſery. 

The Biſhop has been at Northampton, and his 
charge turned upon the ſtudy of the ſcriptures ; 
which he affectionately recommended, and for- 
cibly urged. There was ſomething omitted, 
which I could not but wiſh had been repreſented, 
and enforced ; however, in the main, it was ex- 


cellent, and wliat I ſhould rejoice to have redu- 


ced to univerſal practice. Our dear friend, Mr 
*,, ſpied the defect 1 hint at; and when his 
mealy-mouthed companion would not indeed 
have concealed it, but rather have enlarged upon 
what was valuable, —“ Truly,” ſays he, I do 
« not ſee, why we ſhould not ſpeak boldly ; and 
« bear our teitimony, though it make the ears 
« of the hearers to tingle.” He is cut out for a 
champion in the cauſe of our bleſſed Lord; very 
ſenſible, and much of the gentleman ; bold too 
as a lion, he breathes defiance againſt the world 
and hell. Confiding in his almighty Maſter, he 
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feurs neither the ſcourge of the tongue, 
pomp of power. 

Pleaſe to preſent my affectionate complimen: 
to Mr C*** and to Mr G***, ] need not fone. 
cit a place in their or your daily intercefſions wy 
cauſe I am perſuaded neither of you can with. 
hold ſo needful a piece of charity. Accept n 
beſt wiſhes, to which I join my earneſt p 
for your health, your comfort, and hep 
and believe me, as I am, my dear Doctor 


nor the 


pt my 
ray ers, 
pineſs; 
by 


Your truly affectionate friend, 


Jamrs Heavy 


— — 


„ 


Weſton-Favell, Aug. 20. 1 

E have N ee . 
the people of old; and I may truly fh 
] have read marvellous tidings this eveniny 
What! is ** become a ſerious and zealous preach. 
er? He that ſo often filled the ſcorner's Chair, is 
he transformed into a ſtrenuous advocate for the 
goſpel, and a devoted champion of Chrift ? Ne. 
ver, ſurely, was the 1 exclamation mor: 
ſeaſonable, Grace! grace! Zech. iv. 7. How ove. 
reign its power! how ſuperabundant its riches! 

I heartily congratulate you, my dear friend, 
my very dear brother, I muſt call you now, on 
this change. And I thank Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, 
that he hath counted you faithful, putting you 
into the miniſtry.—I think the hand of Provi- 
dence, in conducting this affair, is very viſible, 
and much to be regarded. Which muſt give yu 
no ſmall ſatisfaction, and tend to work, not the 
ſpirit of fear, but of love, and of faith, and of a 
ſound mind. 

How honourable is your new office! to be en 
envoy from the King of heaven !—How delight- 
ful your province! to be continually convertit 
in the glorious truths of the goſpel, and the un- 
ſearchable riches of Chriſt How truly gaintul 
your buſineis! to win ſouls; this is indeed 
The eg acr—an everlaſting poſſeſſion.— And how 
illuſtrious the reward, promiſed to your faithi:! 
ſervice! When the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, 
you ſhall receive a crown of glory, that fadeti 
not away. 

May we clearly diſcern, and never forget, what 
a Maſter we ſerve !—ſo glorious, that all the an- 
gels of light adore him: — ſo gracious, that he 
ſpilt his blood, even for his enemies :—ſo might), 
that he has all power in heaven and on earth — 
ſo faithful, that heaven and earth may paſs aw!) 
much ſooner than one jot or tittle of his wor! 
fail. And what is his word, what his engage. 
ment to his miniſters? LO, I AM WITH 
YOU ALWAYS. I write it in capitals, be- 
cauſe I wiſh, it may be written in our hearts. 
Go forth, my dear friend, in the ſtrength of this 
word; and, verily, you ſhall not be confound- 

ed. Plead with your great Lord, plead for d. 
accompliſhment of this word, and the goſpe 
ſhall proſper in your hand. In every exerciſe o 
your miniſterial duty, act an humble faith on ” 
wonderful word, and the heart of ſtone {hall feel 
the powers of bell fall.— Would to God I 
health and ſtrength, I would earnefily pray“ 


e 
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race, that I might join, vigorouſly join, in this 


5 


900 
* 


J 
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4 warfare. 
liſabled ſoldier, and only not ſlain. I hope, 
1 vever, I (hall rejoice to ſee my comrades rout- 
ine the foe, and reaping their laurels ; rejoice 
to ſce them go on, conquering and to conquer; 
tough no longer able to ſhare, either in the toils 
or the triumphs of the day. 

believe, it will be no very eaſy matter to pro- 
cure a curate, ſuch as you will like; at leaſt, no 
ſuch offers to my obſervation.—l heartily with 
aur valuable friend Mr “K, that fiith in the 
all-atoning blood of the Lamb, and that comfort 
in the communications of his Spirit, which may 
ſweetly outbalance the weight ot any {orrow, and 
enable him to rejoice 1n tribulation 

Remember, now you are a miniſter of God, 
that your tongue 1s to be a well of life: you are 
to believe in Chriſt, daily to cheriſh your faith 
in Jeſus, that out of your heart may flow rivers 
of living waters; ſuch tides of heavenly and 
h-aling truths, as may refreſh the fainting ſoul, 


and inimate its feeble graces. 


Pleaſe to preſent my affectionate compliments 


to Mr C , and Mr ; engage their pray- 
ers to the Father of compaſſions in my behalf; 
and when you yourſelf draw near to the throne, 
throngh the blood of the everlaſting covenant, 


fail not to remember, 
Dear Sir, | 
Yours ſincerely, 
Yours unalterably, 
James HERE x. 


Zut you know, I am like a bleed- 


_— 


PREY 20k ae e 2g © 
My dear Friend, Weſton- Favell, Sat. evening. 


His morning I received your parcel, with 
| a ticket full of the affection of your heart, 
and ſprightlineſs of your temper.—My health 
languiſhes, but it is a ſingular mercy that it is not 
tortured away by racking pains.—l would do any 
thing to repair my conſtitution, and prolong my 
life; that, if it ſhould pleaſe the divine Provi- 
dence to renew my ſtrength, I might devote it 
wholly to his ſervice, and be leſs unprofitable in 
my generation. But from what I feel, and yet 
cannot deſcribe, I have no expeCtation of this 
kind, | 

I am highly delighted with J:/ius de Occono- 
mia Feederum ; he is an author exactly ſuited to my 
taſte ; ſo perſpicuous, ſo elegant, ſo orthodox.— 
I with ſuch a treaſure had fallen into my hands, 
when I ſtudied at the univerſity. 

I like Mr ***'s ſpirit, only wiſh it was a lit- 
tle more evangelical. Let us fo act our parts, 
as, Sc. Might not Tully have ſaid the ſame ? 
has not Seneca ſaid as much? Why ſhould not 
Chriſt Jeſus be the foundation of our hopes ? Is 


„ 
* 


it leſs rational, leſs comfortable, to ſay with St 


P aul, He that ſpared not his own Son, but gave 
him up for us all, how ſhall he not with him alſo 
freely give us all things? 

1 heartily pity our Staffordſhire friend. —Chear 
him, ſpeak comfortably to him, let not the con- 
ideration of his circumſtances increaſe the de- 


preſſion of his ſpirits. We will never abandon 
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him, nor ſuffer him to want ſo long as we have 
any thing ourſelves.—I ſaid, we will not aban- 
don: — But how poor and cold the conſolation, 
ariſing from this ſuccour ! What are we? impo- 
tence, miſery, fin! I believe he loves the Lord 
Jeſus, flies for refuge to the hope ſet before him *, 
in the cverlaſting righteouſneſs, and perfect atone- 
ment of Chriſt. He may, therefore, boldly ſay, 
and apply to himſelf thoſe glorious promiſes ; I 
will never leave thee, nor forſake thee. The 
Lord is my helper, and 1 will not fear what man 
Hall do unto me +.” Preſent my tender and af- 
fectionate compliments to him, 

I aim glad you have invited to your houſe, that 
eminent friend of God, —and dear friend of yours, 
the Rev. Mr , (for ſuch I know he is). In fo 
doing, you certainly act the 70 ProneCus, and I can- 
not but think the 79 77:79, even in the judgment 
of the world. —Thus doing, you are in the 
taſhion ; for it is a reigning maxim at court, (the 
court of the bleſſed and only Potentate, the King 
of kings, and Lord of lords), *“ Be not forgetful 
to entertain ſtrangers.”— And can there be a more 
worthy ſtranger ? Let the elders that rule well, 
be counted worthy of double honour, eſpecially 
they who labour in the word and doctrine.” Vo 
know who it is that ſays of his faithful miniſters, 
He that receiveth you, receiveth me.” Gracious 
and adored Redeeiner ! ſhall we not receive thee 
into our houſes, who, for our ſakes, hadſt not 
where to lay thy bleſſed head! waſt an exile in 
Egypt, a priſoner at the bar; a corpſe in the 
grave |—Pray for me, dear friend, that I may 
bow my poor head in dutiful reſignation to the 
divine will ; that I may bleſs the hand, and kiſs 
the rod that chaltiſes; and love the Lord who 
takes away the ſtrength” of my body, but has 
given me the blood of his Son. I beſeech Mr 
*** to unite his ſupplication with yours; for I 
am fearful, leſt 1 ſhould diſgrace the goſpel in my 
languiſhing moments. | 

Upon a repeated review of the hints you have 
wrote to promote the cauſe of religion, 1 do not 
ſee how to improve them; only exerciſe your ta- 
lent; ſtir up the gift of God by a zealous uſe, 
and you yourſelf will be the beſt improver of 
ſuch hints. O! let us work while the day laſts ; 
the Judge is at the door, and eternity at hand. 
May we watch and pray always, chat we may 
be found worthy to ſtand before the Son of man 


at his coming. 


am ever, 
and moſt affectionately yours, 
James HERvey. 


— 


C 


My dear Friend, : 
Am quite aſhamed to be found ſo dilatory in 


acknowledging your welcome letter; made 
doubly valuable, by bringing with it the judici- 
ous obſervation of Mr ***,— Your late favour 
has hinted a conſideration, which will always paſs 
for ſome excuſe with my compaſſionate friends ; 
and which, fo long as this earthly tabernacle is 


* Heb. vi. 18, + Heb. xii 5. 6. 
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upheld from falling into the duſt, I ſhall always 
have to allege : I mean, a very languid and diſ- 
ordered ſtate of body. And as I number you a- 
mongſt my truly compaſſionate friends, I look 
upon myſelf to be acquitted, as ſoon as arraign- 
ed. 

I entirely agree with Mr ***, in his remarks 
on my Lord Biſhop's well-meant and pathetic 
letter. It is pity, and it is ſtrange, that in an 
earneſt exhortation to repentance, no regard 
ſhould be had to Chriſt Jeſus. Is it not his gift 
to impotent ſinners, who is“ exalted to be a Prince 
and a S wiour, to give repentance and remiſſion 
of ſins ?”—ls not his precious but bitter paſſion, 
the exciting cauſe of evangelical repentance ; ac- 
cording to the teſtimony of the prophet, © They 
ſhall look on him whom they have pierced, and 
mourn ?”—and can our poor imperfect repentance 
find favour in the ſight of the Lord, unleſs it be 
accepted in the Beloved ? 

I amas much pleaſed with that ingenious writer's 
obſervations on my own little volumes. Let the righ- 
teous ſmite me friendly, and reprove me. With 
thankfulneſs I ſhall receive, with readineſs ſub- 
mit to correction -I am very far from thinking 
Mr *** a Gur critic. On the contrary, I admire 
his candour, in tranſmitting the miſtakes to the 
author himſelf, and not trumpeting them abroad 
to the diſcredit of the work. I have fo high an 
opinion of his judgment, that if the Father of 
lights ſhould enable me to finiſh the ſmall piece 
1 am attempting, I {ſhould be extremely glad to 
have every ſheet paſs under the correction of ſo 
wiſe and penetrating an obſerver. 

To call Siſera's mother a Midianitiſb lady, is a 
moſt undoubted and palpable blunder. If the 
divine providence pleales to give another edition 
to the book, it ſhall certainly be altered. 

As to the frontiſpiece, there was great doubt, 
whether 1 ſhould have any at all. It was firſt 
drawn with a direct crucifix, ſuch as is repreſent- 
ed in the Romiſh churches, and almoſt idolized, 
I fear, by the Chriſtians of that communion. 
For this reaſon, the decoration, though ſketched 
out by my very obliging draughtſman, was wholly 
omitted in the ſecond edition, Then it was ſug- 
geſted, that a piece of machinery might ſucceed ; 
be equally expreſſive, and yet unexceptionable ; 
which is the import of the preſent figure ; our 
Lord, not pourtrayed in the window, nor exhibit- 
ed in imagery, but riſing from the ſpot, or mira- 
culouſly appearing in the place. 

With regard to my calling thoſe perſons, who 
took up arms againſt King Charles I. rebels ; you 
know it is the avowed tenet of the church of 
England, and the declared ſenſe of our legiſlators. 
If I was to alter that expreſſion, eſpecially ſince 
it has ſtood ſo long, it might probably diſguſt 
readers, who are 1n a contrary way of thinking ; 
at leaſt it would give occaſion for ſpeculation, and 
ſtir up the embers of mutual animoſity, which, I 
hope, are now n and upon the point of 
being 3 or my part, I look upon 
King Charles as one of the beſt men, that ever 
filled a throne; and eſteem the Puritans as ſome 
of the moſt zealous Chriſtians, that ever appear- 
ed in our land. Inſtead of inveighing againſt 
either, I would lament the misfortune of both; 


uſher, commiſſioned by the court of heaven, 0 


earth. Beſeech my worthy friend to aſſiſt me 


Let. LxI. 
that, through ſome deplorable miſm 

they knew 3 — © better, and Rt, 
another no more. Otherwiſe, how happ * 

. y might 
they have been? they, in ſo devout a ſoverei 
he, in ſuch conſcientious ſubjects. Su; 

Waſhing away fins by baptiſm, is a ſcriptural « 
preſſion : * And now,” ſays Ananias to the 8 
ed perſecutor, why tarrieſt thou? Ariſe, and N 
baptized, and waſh away thy fins.” Where 
ſuppoſe, waſhing with water, which is the 6, 
is put for the application of the Lamb' 
which is the bleſſing ſigned. — This, I apprehend 
extends to native 11purity, as well as committeg 
iniquity, ſince they both render us children of 
wrath. Not that it implies an extirpation of ori. 
ginal corruption, but refers to its condemnin 

ower; which is done away, when the atonin 
merits of Chriſt's death are applied and ſealed to 
the ſoul. —Upon the whole, I think the expreſ- 
ſion is juſtifiable. Vet, if Mr * * *'s rem. 
ſtrance had come ſooner, it ſhould have been 
more explicit in its meaning, and more guarded 
from poſſibility of miſtake. And was I called 
upon to explain my ſentiments, I ſhould take leave 
to borrow Mr * * *'s words. 

Pleaſe to preſent my moſt affectionate compli. 
ments to him ; and let him know, I acknowledge 
myſelf obliged to him, for his valuable remarks, 
and thall be ſtill more obliged, if he pleaſes ſome- 
times to remember me in his effectual fervent 
prayers ; that I may, though weak in body, be 
ſtrong in faith; giving glory, by a thankful reſig- 
nation, and comfortable hope, to God our Sa- 
viour.—l hope, he intends to publiſh his diſcourſe 
upon the Chriſtian ſabbath. I think, ſuch 2 
treatiſe is not 2 little wanted. I have ſeen no- 
thing upon the ſubject that has given me ſatisfac- 
tion. | | 

Tranſmit my moſt cordial affection to good Mr 
* * *, I dearly love him, and rejoice in the ex- 
pectation of meeting him, in the everlaſting king- 
dom of our glorious Redeemer. How inconſider- 
able, what a perfect nothing, is the difference of 
rye, in a cloak or in a gown, ſince we both 

old the head, both are united to the ſame Sa- 
viour, and have acceſs by the ſame Spirit to the F4- 
ther. I aſſure him his name has been conſtantly 
mentioned in my poor interceſſions, ever fince he 
favoured me with his friendly and edifying epille. 
Tell him I am making ſome faint attempts to fe- 
commend to the world a doctrine, which is mulic 
to his ears, and better than a cordial to his heart: 
The righteouſneſs of Immanuel, freely imputed 
to wretched ſinners, for their complete juſtifca- 
tion, and everlaſting acceptance. I would alſo 
. rome; in an amiable and endearing light, that 
other precious privilege of the goſpel, ſanctifica- 
tion of our hearts, and newnelſs of life, through 
the power of the bleſſed Spirit; and give, if the 
Lord ſhould enable, a pleaſing picture of death, 
ſtripped of his horrors, and appearing 35 ® 


ne 


e fi u, 
8 blood 


introduce us before the Prince of the kings of tbe 


with his prayers to the Father of mercies, a 
Fountain of light, that if I write, it may not r 
I, but the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus that write | 
by me, enabling blindgeſs itſelf to find out accept 
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able words, and to hit the avenues of pleaſure and 
Inviction. 

_— to hear that the ſecond pact of Sun- 
day-Thoughts is come abroad. Pray do not fail to 
let Mr * * * have fix ſets for me before Thurſday 
morning; becauſe he has another parcel to tranſ- 
mit to me this week, in which thoſe may with 
convenience be incloſed. —You have paid me an 
obliging compliment; beg of the bleſſed God, 
Gear Sir, that I may not be puffed up with vain 
conceit of myſelf or my writings. O! that earth 
and aſhes, that guilt and fin, ſhould be proud ! 
What ſo unreaſonable? yet what ſo natural ? May 
the Lord of glory rebuke this arrogant ſpirit ; 
and teach my foul to be humble, to be evermore 
dependent on his aid, as a weaned child. 

As to your entering into holy orders, I have no 
manner of doubt ; by all means do it. It is what 
I have been praying for theſe ſeveral years; it is 
what all the diſciples of Chriſt are directed to im- 
plore at the Lord's hand, that he would ſend many 
ſuch labourers into his vineyard. As God has 
inclined your heart to the work ; as he has given 
you ſo clear a knowledge of the truth as it is in 
Jeſus ; and ſtirred you up to be zealous for the 
intereſts of a bleeding Saviour; J aſſure you, if 
the King would make me a bithop, one of the 
firſt acts of my epiſcopal office ſhould be to or- 
dain the author of Sunday-Thoughts.—l1 hope the 
Lord will guide you with his Spirit, will com- 
miſſion you to feed his flock, and make you a 
choſen inſtrument of bringing many finners to 
Chriſt, many ſons unto glory. — Pray do not 
think your letters are troubleſome ; they are al- 
ways pleaſing, always chearing to, 


Dear Sir, 


Your very ſincere, and 


truly affectionate friend, &c. 


L E pT - He 6 9__— 
| My dear Friend, 


* * * ſent me ſome time ago, your tranſlation 
of Zimmermannus. I was ſo engaged in urgent 
buſineſs, that I really had not leiſure, and ſo op- 
preſſed with bodily weakneſs, that I had not 
ability, to undertake the office of comparing it 
with the original, I added my ſolicitation to 
yours, and preſſed * * * to reviſe, and, if need 
be, correct the manuſcript; and I would beg of 
you, my dear friend, not to be haſty in publiſh- 
ing. In this affair, I am for following the ex- 
ample of Fabius, Cunctando reſtituit rem. 

If I have not been punctual in anſwering your 
letter, aſcribe it to the uſual, which is indeed the 
true cauſe : I mean, to a failure of ſtrength, and 
languor of ſpirits, which both diſincline and diſ- 
qualify me for every thing. The winter has made 
me a priſoner. I have not been any farther than 


the the church theſe two months. May you and all 
* | the miniſters of the bleſſed Jeſus, be anointed 
" with the Holy Ghoſt and with power ! May you, 


in imitation of our divine Maſter, go about do- 
118 much ſpiritual good, and (hedding abroad 
the ſavour of his moſt precious name. O that J 
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had ſtrength ! I would then pray earneſtly that I 
might go and do likewiſc. . 
Since it 1s repreſented, that I have engaged to 


preface the tranſlation of Zimmermannus, I will 


not baulk the expectations of my valued friend, 
though I aſſure you I ſhall addreſs myſelf to it 
with ſome trepidation : ſenſible that it will carry 
too aſſuming an air, and ſeem as though, from 
being an obliged author, I ſhould take upon me 
to act as dictator, and direct the Public in their 
choice of books. 
Yours affectionately, &c. 


L ET FT: &-: .- IN; 


My dear Friend, 

1 Received your letter; am ſorry to hear you 

have been ill; heartily wiſh you a re-eſta- 
bliſhment of your health; and ſhall be glad, when 
it ſaits your inclination and conveniency, to ſee 
you at Heſton, 

I am glad you are beginning to catechize your 
children. I hope you will be enabled to feed 
Chriſt's lambs, and diſpenſe to them the milk of 
the word, as they may be able to bear it. —In- 
deed you apply to a wrong perſon for advice, I 
make ſome efforts, it is true, to diſcharge this duty, 
but not to my own ſatisfaction; and great will be 
the glory of divine grace, if it is to the edification 
of my people. My time for catechizing is during 
the ſummer; when the days are long, and the 
weather is warm. But, I think, you do right to 
conform to the uſual cuſtom of catechizing in Lent. 

My method is, to aſk eaſy queſtions, and teach 
the children very ſhort and eaſy anſwers The 
Lord's prayer was the laſt ſubje& of our expla- 
nation.--In ſome ſuch manner I proceeded :--Why 
15 this prayer called the Lord's prayer ? Becauſe 
our Lord Jclus Chriſt taught it us Why is Chriſt 
called our Lord? Becauſe he bought us with his 
blood. —Why does he teach us to call God Fa- 
ther? That we may go to him, as children to a 
Father.—How do children go to a Father? With 
faith, not doubting but he will give them what 
they want. —Why our Father in heaven? That 


we may pray to him with reverence.—What is 


meant by God's name? God himſelf and all his 
perfections.— What by hallowed ? That he may 
be honoured and glorified, —How 1s God to be 
honoured ? In our hearts, with our tongues, and 
by our lives, &c. &c. 

On each queſtion I endeavour to comprehend, 
not all that may be ſaid, but that only which 
may be moſt level to their capacities, and is moſt 
neceſſary for them to know.——The anſwer to each 
queſtion I . in the moſt familiar manner 
poſſible ; ſuch a manner, as a polite hearer might 

erhaps treat with the moſt ſovereign contempt, 
Little ſimiles I uſe that are quite low, fetched 


non ex academia, ſed e trivio.— In every explana- 


tion I would be ſhort, but repeat it again and 
again, Tautology, in this caſe, is the true pro- 
priety of ſpeaking. And to our little auditors, 
the crambe repetita will be better than all the 
graces of eloquence. 

I propoſe to explain to them principally the 
creed, the Lord's prayer, and the commandments. 
What relates to the two facraments, at preſent, 
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I do not attempt to ſet before them : let them 
firſt have ſome tolerable notion of the former. — 
I fancy, you had better proceed in the ſame me- 
thod. If I know your ſentiments about baptiſm a- 
right, with which our catechiſm begins, I ſhould 
apprehend, it would be moſt prudent to go im- 
mediately to the great fundamentals. However, 

ray to the Lord, whoſe work you work ; and he 
who is all-wiſe will direct you, he who is all- 
powerful will proſper you. —Pray give my very 
affectionate compliments to“ **. Through the 
everlaſting rightcouſneſs of our Redeemer, I hope 
to meet them in the world of glory; and there 
he that is feeble, will be as David. 

Yours ſincerely, Oc. 


r 


Dear Sir, Weſton- Favell, April 5. 1750. 
HEN you meditate on Hy/ea iv. 6. and 7, 
namely, „My people are deſtroyed for 
lack of knowledge : becauſe thou haſt rejected 
knowledge, I will allo reject thee, that thou (halt 
be no prieſt to me: ſeeing thou haſt forgotten the 
law of thy God, I will alſo forget thy children. 
As they were increaſed, fo they ſinned againſt 
me ; therefore will 1 change their glory into 
ſhame ;”]—when, I ſay, you meditate on this ter- 
rifying text, compare it with Hoſea xi. 8. & g9,— 
Xii1. 9. & 12,—xIv. 1. & 2. [namely, © How hall 
I give thee up, Ephraim? how ſhall I deliver thee, 
Iſrael ? how (hall I make thee as Admah ? how 
{hall I ſet thee as Zeborm? Mine heart is turned 
within me, my repentings are kindled together. 
TI will not execute the fierceneſs of mine anger, I 
will not return to deſtroy Ephraim; for Jam God, 
and not man, the holy One in the midſt of thee,” ] 
Hof. xi. 8. & 9. 

In the next paſlage, Chriſt ſhews the only re- 
medy for our miſery, [namely, ** O Mael, thou 
ht deſtroyed thvſelf, but in ME is thine help.— 
The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up, his fin is 
hid,” Hy. xiii. 9. & 12.] 

In the laſt paſſage is preſcribed the method of 
applying the remedy to your own ſoul, [namely, 
« O Iſrael, return unto the Lord thy God, for thou 
haſt fallen by thine iniquity.— Take with you 
words, and turn to the Lord, fay unto him, 
Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciouſly ; 
ſo will we render the calves of our lips,” (or ſpi- 
ritual ſacrifices of the heart, not calves with horns 
and hoofs), Hy/ea xiv. 1. & 2] 

Pray take theſe texts into frequent conſidera- 
tion, or elſe you will do a THREEFOLD injury, 
viz. to the divine mercies,—to the Redeemer's 
merits, —to your own comfort. 

Be it that guilt is great, —yet is it boundleſs ? 
Is it infinite, like the kindneſs of God through 
chriſ Remember what meſſage our Lord ſent 
to Peter after his fall; what offers he made at Fe- 
ruſalom, after it had murdered the Prince of peace; 
how eminently uſeful and happy he made David, 
after the commiſſion of * enormous crimes. —He 


* The celebrated Dr Delany in his very entertaining work, 
entitled the Hiſtorical account of the life and reign of David, 


has this reflection. : 
Happy for mankind, that there is ſuch an inſtance (an au- 


chentie inſtance) of falling virtue and recovering guilt !—An 
inſtance ſo fitted to mortify the vanity of virtue, and the merit 
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/ti.—Converſe with ſome experienced Chriſtians, 


ed and recovered like him !—Revolve his whole life before the 
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is the ſame gracious, long-ſuffering, ſin- 
to-day, yellerday, and for ever, 
ware, dear Sir, that yon d a 
(the greateſt of fins, the 2 W kin N 
the moſt deſtructive of fins), to all wor oh 2 
fences. We have trampled upon the divine la - 
and defiled our own fouls; but let us not charg * 
divine declarations with FALSEHOOD, let - = 
make our God a LIAR.—l am ſure God loves = 
and Chriſt intercedes for you; elſe whence +44 
ſearching of your heart, this acknowledgment N 
guilt, this ſelf-condemnation, and thirſt after 1 
doning and ſanctifying grace? Fr 

Another proof to me, a very evident and pre 
nont proof, that the bleſſed God has a very — 
der and particular concern for your eternal wal. 
fare, is, his diſconcerting your ſchemes ; = 
which nothing, I think, could be more effectu. 
ally calculated, to waft you along the ſmooth 
ſtream of inſenſibility and pleaſure, into the pit 
of perdition. : 

Let this, though a thorn in the fleſh, he a to. 
ken for good. ——He that has begun to reſcue you 
will accompliſh his gracious purpoſe.—Ere lone. 
I truſt this new ſong will be put into your mouth, 
* The ſnare is broken, and I am delivered,” Pl. 
cxxiv. 7. Be of good comfort, dear Sir, for with 
the Lord there is mercy and plenteous redemp- 
tion, P/al. xxx. 7 

Read by way of conſolation Manaſſeb's humili. 
ation, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 12. 13.— And ſee likewif 
God's gracious dealings, even with Rehoboam him- 
ſelf, 2 Chron. xii. 6. 7. 

Don't indalge diſpiriting ideas, or have hard 
thoughts of the God of everlaſting compaſſion; 
oh how weak is our faith Read and ſtady well 
that exellent and comfortable little tract, L. 
rius * Zim mermannus, de eminentia cognitionis Chri 


forgiving 


and remember what our bleſſed Saviour has pro- 
miſed, Where two or three are gathered toge- 
% ther in my name, there am L. in the midſt of 
« them. - We never make and doubt but our 
friends (eſpecially if they be the diſtinguiſhed (er- 
vants of Jeſus) will fulfil their promiſes; yet we 
queſtion (fie upon us, fie upon us for our unbe- 
lief) whether the divine Maſter himſelf wall ac- 
compliſh his word, 

I am, dear Sir, with much eſteem, and with 
m_ concern for your preſent and eternal wel- 
are, 


Yours very ſincerely, 0 

James HERVEY. 7 

| t 

of exalted piety, and to raiſe the power and price of humble 
penitence ; to abate the pride of ſelf-ſufficiency, and ſupport q 
the hope of frailty Who can confide in his own ſtrength, ly 


when he ſees a David fallen? and who can deſpair of divine 
mercy, when he ſees him forgiven ? Sad triumph of {in over 
all that is great and excellent in man ! glorious triumph of ke. 
pentance, over all that is ſhameful and dreadful in fin, Mil 
lions have fallen, have ſinned as Davip, but who ever repent” 
affair of Uriah! It is almoſt one train of a wiſe, a generous, * 
pious, and a valiant conduct? Revolve his whole life from the 
hour of this guilt, and you will find it little elfe than one tram 
of humiliation and repentance before God; and this too, ele, 
after the aſſurance of pardon, from the mouth of God him q 
by his prophet Nathan; which is the higheſt proof of a ref 
piety and exalted virtue, | 


See letter LY XIT. 
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Dear Siſter, Weſton-Favell, May 27. 170. 


HE country is now in its perfection. Every 
buſh a noſegay, all the ground a piece of 
embroidery 3 on each tree the voice of melody, in 
every grove a concert of warhling muſic. The air 
is enriched with native perfumes, and the whole 
creation ſeems to ſmile. Such a pleaſing, improving 
change has taken place; becauſe, as the þpJalmi/t 
expreſſes it, God has ſent forth his Spirit, and 
renewed the face of the earth.—Such a refining 
change takes place in mankind, when God is 
leaſed to ſend his Holy Spirit into the heart. 
* us therefore humbly and earneſtly ſeek the 
influences of this divine Spirit. All our ſuffici- 
ency is from this divine Spirit, dwelling in our 
hearts, and working in us both to will and to do. 
Without his aids, we are nothing, we have no- 
thing, we can do nothing. Would we believe in 
Chriſt, to the ſaving of our ſouls? we muſt receive 
power from on high, and be enabled by this divine 
Spirit; for no man can ſay, that Jeſus is the Lord, 
or exerciſe true faith on his merits, but by the Holy 
Ghoſt ?—Would we be made like unto Chriſt? It 
enn be done only by this divine Spirit. We are 
transformed into the ſame image, ſays the apoſtle, 
not by any ability of our own, but by the Spirit of 
the Lord. Would we be ſet on the right hand of 
our Judge at the laſt day? This is the mark that will 
diſtinguiſh us from the reprovates, and number us 
with his faithful people. For unleſs a man, un- 
leſs a woman, have the Spirit of Chriſt, they are 
none of his. — But, ſince we infinitely need this 
enlightening and ſanctifying Spirit, 18 the God of 
heaven equally willing to give it ? He is; indeed 
heis. To obtain this gift for us ſinners, his own 
Son bled to death on the croſs. That we may be 
made partakers of this gift, he intercedeth at the 
right hand of his Father: and he has paſſed his 
word, he has given us a ſolemn promiſe, that if 
we aſk, we ſhall receive it. See, remember, and 
often plead in prayer, Luke x1. 13. 


From your affeCtionate brother, &c. 
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My dear Friend, June 28. 1750. 

F you chide, I muſt accuſe. Pray where was 
your warrant, where your commiſſion, to im- 
preſs me into this journey? However, as be- 
comes a good Chriſtian, 1 forgive you and your 
| accomplice **. 

At St Alban's I was weary, and diſpirited; was 
loath, could not prevail on myſelf to deſire Doc- 
tor Cotton's company at the inn, and was ſcarce 
able to crawl to his houſe. Believe me, I ſincere- 
ly honour, and cordially love, the worthy doc- 
tor. Though I am naturally ſhy, I ſhould want 
no ſolicitations to wait on ſo very ingenious and 
improving a friend; a pleaſure I promiſe myſelf, 
if Providence brings me back alive. We got to 
London about three o'clock on Saturday. I took 
up my lodgings, not at my brother's after the 
fleſh, but with the brother of my heart. On Sun- 
ay he preached with his uſual fervour, and ad- 
miniſtered the ſacrament to a great number of 
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very ſerions communicants.—He delights in the 
work of the miniſtry, and embraces every oppor- 
tunity of preaching the everlaſting poſp?l. Ile 
is, indeed, in labours more abundant. - Dear Sir, 
what a pattern of zeal, and miniſterial fidelity, is 
our excellent friend ! and God rewards him vrith 
joy unſpeakable. God alſo ſulfils to him, in a re- 
markable manner, his gracious promiſe, «« They 
that honour me, I will honour.” This day he was 
moſt reſpectfully entertained at the houſes of two 
noblemen. What a moſt exalted ſatisfattion mutt 
he enjoy in attending theſe great perſonages, not 
to cringe for favours, but to ley upon them an 
everlaſting obligation; not to aik their intereſts 
at court, but to be the miniſter of their reconcili- 
ation to the King of kings Thus far was wrote 
on Sunday night; but was hindered from ſiniſh- 
ing ſoon enough for the poſt. Monday morning, — 
Yeſterday our indefatigable friend renewed his la- 
bour of love, and with ſuch aſſiduity, that I had 
not ſpirits to attend, what he had ſtrength to ex- 
ecute, He preached to a crouded audience, and 
yet multitudes went away for want of room. In 
the midſt of this audience, was a clergyman in his 
canonical dreſs; a ſtranger ; his name I could not 
learn; he behaved with exemplary ſeriouſneſs, 
and expreſſed much ſatisfation,—One day laſt 
week | was moſt agreeably ſurpriſed. Drinking tea 
at a friend's houſe, a perſon knocked at the door: 
the ſervant brought word, that it was a ſtranger, 
who defired to ſpeak with Mr Hervey. And who 
do you think it was! One whom I tenderly love, 
but never expected to ſee again. It was the ac- 
compliſhed and amiable Mr ***, We took ſweet 
counſel together at Gaius mine hoſt's, and wiſh- 
ed one another a happy meeting in the world of 
e fellow- traveller ſaw your letter, and 

id me tell you, that if you are chained to the 
oar, the chains are of your own making. — Dear 
Sir, preach the glorious goſpel. Be an ambaſla- 
dor of the moſt high God. Devote yourſelf to 
this moſt important, moſt noble ſervice; and 
your divine Maſter, I hope, will furniſh you with 
employ, and open a door for your uſefulneſs. 
The fruit of ſuch labours will abide; and our 
friend is a proof, in what peace, in what joy, 
they are ſown, —My animal nature is fo very, 
very feeble, that I find no benefit from the change 
of air, nor from the enjoyment of the moſt plea- 
ſing ſociety, Ever yours, Gc. 


ü — 


LB: T-D E.: KJ I. 
Dear Sir, London, Sept. 4. 17 50. 


UR dear friend ** is much engaged in ma- 

king intereſt to ſucceed the miniſter of **, 

who, though not ſtone dead, is ill enough to a- 
larm the hopes of neighbouring preachers. O! 
that we may every one contend who ſhall bring 
moſt glory to the crucified King of heaven, and 
love moſt ardently his all-gracious and infinitely- 
amiable Majeſty ! A ſtrife this, which will not 
foment, but deſtroy malignant paſſions ; in which 
ſtrife, angels will be our competitors ; honour 
and joy, the everlaſting prize. | 


I with our dear friend H—— the rich anoint- 


ings of God's Spirit in compoling, and the power- 
Mr 5 6, ni 
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ful preſence of God's Spirit in delivering, his in- 
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firmary-ſermon. My moſt cordial love is ever 
his, and ever yours. 

Thank you I do ſincerely, for your prayers to 
God in my behalf; and Oh! how ſhall I thank 
ſufficiently him, who procured acceſs for us thro' 
his blood ! We often remember you, and with 
and pray, that you may be a burning and a ſhining 
light in your generation.—Dear friend, adieu. 


Eo. 


FFT 
My dear Friend, Sep“. 11. 1750, 


Received your laſt favour. It was without 
date, but very welcome.—We have loſt our 
zealous friend, for ſeveral days, He has been 
diſplaying the banner of the goſpel at **, and 
gathering together the diſperied of I/rae/l. We 
admire the hero that wins battles, takes towns, 
and leaves trophies of his victories in every place. 
But where will all ſuch toils, and the vey re- 
membrance of them be, when the monuments of 
his labours endure for ever in heaven? 

Thanks for your ſubſcription : I have procured 
more of another friend. I (hall ſoon be a poor 
mai, here are ſo many neceſſitous objects. And 
who can bear to be in affluence, while ſo many fel- 
low-creatures ate in depiorable want? Eſpecially, 
if we remember him, who, though he was 1 
for our ſake become poor; and had not where, 
(O! marvellous, marvellous abaſcment !), had 
not where to lay his head. 

This night dear Mr * “is with us; returned 
from his expedition, full of life, and rich with 
ſpoils; ſpoils won from the kingdom of dark- 
neſs; and conſecrated to the Captain of our falva- 
tion, l have been prevailed on to fit for my pic- 
ture, If ever portrait was the ſhadow of a tha- 
dow, mine is ſuch, O! that I may be renewed 
after the amiable image of the bleſſed Jeſus; and 
when I awake up after his likeneſs, I thall be ſa- 
tisfied with it! This with is breathed 1n a lan- 
guage to me unuſual. I generally comprehend 
my dear friend in ſuch petitions, and make his 
eternal intereſts inſeparable from my own.—On 
Sunday I heard the admired Mr **, His text was 
Rom. v. 1. His doQtrine evangelical. The faith 
which purifies the heart, and works by love; the 
imputed righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, compre- 
hending both his active and paſſive obedience ; 
the operation of the bleſſed Spirit, in producing 
this ſound and lively faith ; were the ſubſtance of 
his diſcourſe.— I commit you, my dear friend, to 
the tender mercics of our God, and the powerful 
word of his grace; remaining inviolably yours, &c. 
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My dear Friend, London, Oct. 23. 17 50. 


S your ſtay in town was ſo ſhort, we could 
A not expect to ſee you. On Sunday after- 
noon your old acquaintance Mr ** called u 
me, ſat about an hour, inquired after you, and 
talked as became the Chriſtian character, and the 
ſacred day. The converſation was perfectly plea- 
ſing ; but the ſubjects, whether we were led to 
them by chance, or directed to them by Provi- 


dence, were peculiarly noble and important, I 
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know that my Redeemer liveth, &c. Job xix. þ 
hold my ſervant ſhall deal prudently, &c. 7 li; ” 
We expect to ſce our dear friend *, in " 
time, O! that we.may meet each other nr 
daily converſe in the fulneſs of the bleſſin, * 
the goſpel of E Il ſay no more 8 Bo 
Mrs **; perhaps, my concern for her La be 
uncommonly tender, becauſe there have few 1 
paſſed, fince I knew her, in which I have not Joes 
mention of her name, in my prayers for the of. 
flicted.— May the God of wiſdom teach you * 
the God of power enable you, to do always ſuch 
things as are acceptable in his ſight throngh Jeſus 
Chriſt! And may the Father of compaſſions make 
her ſorrows bring forth the peaceable fruits of 
ri-hteoulſneſs, and iſſue in everlaſting joy —1 
hope, the truly-valuable Dr ““ and his fam; 
took knowledge of you, that you had been ker 
Chriſt. Let us itudy, let us labour, to ſpread a. 
broad the ſavour of his blefled name; who ſuffer. 
ed the vengeance due to all, —to all our fins — 
That his preſence may be with you, and his * 
be in you, is the invariable wiſh of 


Your affectionate, &. 


Lor. IXX. 
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My dear Friend, London, Nov. 15. 1756, 


I Have communicated your two meſlages to *; 

he is now with his old acquaintance at *. 
On Sunday he preached morning and afternoon at 
L** church. May his word prove a ſeed of life 
and immortality to the hearers.—On 7 ueſday he 
and Mr ** breakfaſted with us: the talk turned 
principally upon the myſtic writers. Dr * he. 
gan to warm a little, to hear Mr * inveigh 
pretty ſharply againſt them. Bur by giving a 
ſoft anſwer, and making conſiderable conceſſions 
in their behalf, Mr ** cooled, and qualified all. 
He ſpoke with remarkable command of temper, 
and, I think, with great ſolidity of judgment. 
1 wiſh it may leſſen our valuable friend H—' 
attachment to thoſe authors ; which, I believe, 
is immoderate, and, I fear, is pernicious.— 
heartily wiſh your children may recover, and live 
to be a comfort to their father, an honour to their 
religion.—-I have received Dr D—s remarks; 
very judicious, and equally faithful, I ſcarce 
know any friend, who has ſo true a taſte, and 
ſo much ſincerity. Fiet Ariftarchus, is the cha- 
racter he deſerves. 

Yeſterday a ſerious diſſenter from the count!y 
came to fee me. God had freed him from a ſpi- 
rit of bigotry, and made my book acceptable to 
him. O! that we may all love one another, and 
bear with one another; ſo fulfil the law, and 
follow the example of Chriſt, In the New Je. 
Jalem, that city of the living God, all our little 
differences of opinion, as well as all the remain, 
ders of corruption, will fall off. In the light o 
God's countenance, we ſhall ſee the truth clearly, 


pon and enjoy the life, the life of heaven and eterni't) 


perfectly. O] that we may love that amiable and 
adorable Being every day, every hour more a0 
more; who, though the King immortal and in: 
viſible, gave his own Son to bleed and die for 
worms, for rebels; for you, my dear friend, 2 
for your unworthy, but truly affectionate, G5 
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My dear Friend, November 20. 1750. 
Reſent my very grateful acknowledgments 
to our obliging friend Mr **, I rejgice in 
his lines, as they are a pledge of his affection and 
friendſhip; but 1 really am under apprehenſions 
from them, as they are to be a public encomium 
on my character, leſt they ſhould make me think 
more highly of myſelf than 1 ouyht to think. 
Oh! may the high and lofty One, who inhabits 
eternity, and dwells with the humble heart, 
vouchſafe to defend me from all the inſfinuations 
of pride. To be ſure, this is a trying occaſion : 
for laudari a laudatis, is no common honour.—l 
would beg leave to poſtpone the publication of the 
verſes, till the mezzotinto plate is finiſhed, and 
the print ready to be fold. Becauſe, if ſuch a 
recommendation appears at ſuch a juucture, I am 
erſuaded, it will cauſe a demand tor the picture, 
and farther its ſale. Good heavens! who would 
ever have thought, that ſo mean a name, and fo 
obſcure a perſon, ſhonld appear in the world with 
ſuch an air of fignificancy ? Oh ! that it may be 
for the glory of that ever bleſſed and adorable 
Being, wo manifeſts his tranſcendent excellency 
moſt chiefly in ſhewing mercy. When you heard 
of Mr * death, did you not immediately think 
of the prophet's declaration ? Alt fleſh is graſs, and 
all the goodlineſs thereof as the flower of the field. 
Did you not allo ardently dehre, and reſolve to 
ſcek for, an aſſured inte:eit in the promiſes of 
thit word, which endureth for ever? May the 
God of grace ſeal thoſe promiſes to our hearts, 
by his bleſſed Spirit ; and witneſs with our ſpirits, 
that we are the objects of his love, an heirs of 
his kingdom! Then we may defy death, and 
boldly bid the kipg of terrors do his wortt, —** is 
making an excurſion to ——, and to May 
the Lord God of hoſts go forth wich his ſervant, 
and make him terrible to the infernal enemy, as 
an army with banners; welcome to poor ſinners, 
2s the refreſhing dews after parching heat —How 
my ſoul longs to be employed in the fame ſacred, 
bleſſed cauſe ! Does not yours alſo throb with the 
ſame deſires ?-I can no more. Supper waits 
for me. Adieu. All ſpiritual bleſſings be mul- 
tiplied upon you, and ever yours, &c. 
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My dear Friend, December 8. 1750. 
W. Hy do you ſay Zimmer mannus is too com- 

| fortable for you ? The comfort of Chri- 
ſtianity is the ſweet allurement to draw us to hea- 
ven, and the powerful initrumeat to fit us for 
heaven, If our aff:&ions are attached to the 
world, the comfort of Chriſtianiry is ordained, 
to wean us from irs vanities, and win us to God. 
If we have finned, the love of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is the moſt ſovereign means of wounding 
our hearts, and brin ging us to repentance, When 
Nathan ſaid unto David, The Lord hath put away 
thy fin, thou ſhalt not die ; then it is ſuppoſed, he 
penned the xxxiid fJalm, and poured out his ſoul 


in unreſerved confeffſion. When the bleſſed Jeſus 
turned, and 


U looked upon Peter, then his con- 
lcience ſmot 


e him deep; then he went out, and 
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wept bitterly. And how did his dear Maſter look ? 


was it a reſentful, upbraiding, menacing glance ? 
Quite the reverſe, Is this your promiſed fidelity ? 
this your kindneſs for your friend? Ah! Peter! 
Peter! I feel more from your perfidy than from 
all the inſults of my enemies. But I know your 
weakneſs, and I am going to die for your guilt, 
Willingly, willingly, 1 lay down my life, that 
this ſin may never be laid to your charge. Such 
was the language of that gracious look. I do 
not wonder that it fetched a flood of tears from 
his eyes. I find it impoſſible to refrain, on the 
bare meditation on it. O! that the adorable Re- 
deemer may manifeſt his all-forgiving goodneſs in 
our ſouls, and ſure it will overcome our moſt ſtub- 
born corruprions. What can withſtand ſuch 
heavenly love ?--I know ** : and think you have 
a peculiar privilege in having opportunity and a- 
bility to ſuccour ſo ſincere a Chriſtian. He will 
more than repay you with his prayers, What- 
ſoever you do for him, | am perſuaded. will be 
done unto Chriſt. And who can do enough for 
him, who deſpiſed the ſhame, and endured the 
croſs for us ?—Your writing paper came fafe z 
and | would have returned it to the ſtationer as 
too coarſe, but has, fince its arrival, been 
ſeized ; ſeized in the king's name, by one of the 
king's officers. Pray, have you tiken care to pay 
duty? have you not been deficient in ſome in- 
ſtance or other? O] ſai Gaius my hoſt, 
when he heard of its coming back, it is good 
enough for me; it will juit ſuit my purpoſe; J 
wanted ſuch a ſupply ; ſo it is in his hands, to be 
employed in the ſervice of a great king; whoſe name 
you can gueſs ; whoſe goodneſs you have expe- 
rienced ; and for whole honour, I hope, we hall 
all be very zealous, What ſay you? will you 
turn the forfeiture into a free gift, by ſending 
your full conſent to the deed ?—Yur dear friend 
has been viſited with a fever; attended by the 
doctor every day this week: but, bleſſed be G d, 
is, we truſt, upon the eve of a thorough recovery. 
He talks of preaching to-morrow, but I ſhall uſe 
my utmoſt intereſt ro diſſuade him Let him de- 
fiſt for a while, that he may perſiſt for a long ſea- 
ſon —We have but a ſmall ſhare of **'s compa- 
ny. O! that we may meet where we ſhall part 
no more, fin no more.—Adieu !—Ever yours, Cc. 
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My very dear Friend, Dec. 20. 1750. 


OUR letter found me, after a conſiderable 
g delay in its paſſage, where do you think ? 
here | never expected to go any more ; found 
me at London From whence | write this, and 
return you my ſincereſt thanks. Prevailed on by 
the repeated importunity of my friends, I came 
by eaſy ſtages to town, in order to try whether 
change of air may be of any ſervice to my decay- 
ed conſtitution; for my worthy phyſician Dr 
8 has declared, that nothing, which he can 
preſcribe, is likely to adminiſter any relief. 
I have reaſon to be convinced, from the ac- 
counts which your letter brings, and from the re- 
orts which I receive in this place, that here we 
"poke no continuing city. Thanks, everlaſting 
thanks to the divine goodneſs, which has prepa- 


if 
! 
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red for us a manſion not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens; aman'ion, whole Builder, whoſe 


Maker, and whoſe glory is God. Not only the 


diſappointment, but even the acquiſition of our 


deſires, beſpeaks the emptineſs of the world. But 
what a complete felicity, what an all-latisfying 
portion, will the enjoyment of God be! When 
1 awake up after thy likeneſs, (and am admitted 
to ſtand in thy beatific preſence), I ſhall be ſatis- 
fied with it. 

I pitied, as I read poor Miſs * *'s caſe. There 
cannot be a keener diſtreſs, than a conſcience that 
is awakened, and a heart that deſponds. The 


ſpirit of a man will fuſtain his other infirmilies, but 


a wounded ſpirit who can bear A wounded ſpirit 
was the bittereſt ingredient, even in the cup of 
our Lord's exquilitel y-ſevere ſufferings. He that 
bore the racking tortures of crucifixion, without a 
complaint, cried lamentably, wept blood, when 
the arrows of the Almighty were within him. 
Then his ſoul was ſorrowful, exceeding ſorrow! ul, 
ſorrowful even unto death, This dejection of our 
adored Maſter ſhould be our conlolation ; his 
agonies are our eaſe; he was deeply ſorrowful, 
that we might be always rejoicing. To believe, 
that he was wounded for our ſins, and bruiſed for 
our iniquities; that he was dettitute, afflicted, 
tormented for our ſake ; that, by his vicarious and 
moſt meritorious obedience unto death, he has 
obtained everlaſting redemption for us firmly 
to believe this, is not arrogance, 1s not preſump- 
tion, but our bounden duty, as well as our ineſti- 
mable privilege. This is his command, lays St Jobn, 
that we believe on the name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
Never, never was any command more gracious, or 
more worthy to be written on the tables of our 
hearts. Let us not, my dear Mr * *, by indul- 
ging unbelief,—O! let us not diſhonour the bound- 
leſs mercy, and the inviolable fidelity of God; 
let us not depretiate the infinite merits, and all- 
prevailing interceſſion of our bleſſed Mediator; 
but ſay with the lively poet, Dr Walts, in his 


hymns, 
0! for a ſirong, alaſting faith, 
To credit what th' Aimighty ſaith J 
T' embrace the promiſe of his Son, 
And call the joys of heav'n our own ! 


You inquire about my new work, intended for 
the preſs. It is a great uncertainty, whether my 
languid ſpirits, and enfeebled conſtitution, will 

ermit me to execute my deſign. It is a pleaſure, 
en to hear, that I am ſometimes admitted 
to converſe with you by my book. May the di- 
vine Spirit accompany every ſuch converſation ; 
and teach our ſouls to glow with gratitude to that 
tranſcendently great and gracious Being, who 
ſtretched out the heavens, and laid the founda- 
tions of the earth ; who ſtretched out his arms 
on the curſed tree, and laid the foundation of 
our happineſs in his own blood. —Pleaſe to pre- 
ſent my moſt reſpectful compliments to Mrs * *, 
your worthy neighbour Mr * *, and his nieces. 
Give me leave, inſtead of wiſhing you a merry 
Chriſtmas, to with them and you all that 10 
which the holy prophet felt, when, in an ecſtaſy 
of delight, he cried out, 7% ws a Child is born! to 
us a Son is given ! All the glories of heaven unite 
in his wonderful perſon ; all the bleſſings of time 


SZ) EET 3-3 


LRT. LXXy. 


and eternity are the fruit of his precious 
tion,—Adicu, my dear Sir, and ceaſe no 


t 
for Your ever affectionate, . 
„ LX XV. 


INCarna. 


My dear Friend, London, Dec. 22. 1750 


E ſo kind as to let your ſervant look out f. 

ſome perſon of Collingtree, and deliver L 
him the incloſed letter. He will probahb] Ar 
ſome ſuch perſon on Monday at * *; and 1 4. 10 
have the letter conveyed by Chriſtmas, thee 
may furniſh my people with matter for dende 
ſation at their hoſpitable meetings. Our exc . 
lent friend follows the advice of the preache | 
whatſoever, of a charitable or godly nature hi 
hand findeth to do, he does it with his might; s 
one deeply convinced that there is no wiſdom no, 
device in the grave, whither we all are baſtins 
Does not ſo amiable a perſon, ſuch an indeſat;. 
gable ſervant of Chriſt, fuch a compaſſionate 
friend to mankind, does not he deſerve encour 
ment? 

We have juſt been to hear a very excellent dic. 
courſe upon Zech. iv. 7. Mr * *, who mad: 
one of the congregation, ſends his compliments 
to you, and to Dr * *; which when you preſent 
be pleaſed to add mine.—Who do you think! 
lately drank tea with? The two ladies, before 
whom you put me fo extremely to the blu 
May neither they nor 1 be put to everlaſting 
ſhame and confuſion. I did what was in my 
power to prevent it, by recommending that ad. 
rable Saviour to their affections, in whom who. 
ſoever believeth, ſhall not be aſhamed. They 
commiſſioned me to tranſmit their compliment 
to you.—You have thanks and prayers (the te- 
ward which a prophet gives) for the writing- pa- 
per,—What account can you give us of Ladj 
s health? Never, never, will the phyſician" 
{kill be employed for the lengthening of a morc 
valuable life. May almighty goodneſs bleſs tho 
preſcriptions, and command her conſtitution aud 
our zeal araleracur Ever yours, c. 


ge- 


— 
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| My dear Friend, -- Dec. 29. 1750, 


HIS time laſt week, I took pen in hand to 
beg; now I ſhould be ungrateful, if I dd 

not reſume it, in order to return my thanks, 
which I do moſt fincerely, in my own name, and 
on the behalf of my excellent hoſt. He is now 
engaged in company, and cannot poſſibly ſteal a 
quarter of an hour to make his acknowledgments. 
— The limner has been with me twice, and is to 
give the finiſhing touches on Monday. How flow- 
ly, and how patiently, theſe artiſts advance!“ 


pattern for us. So may we have the image of 


the amiable Jeſus gradually inſtamped on ot 
hearts, till death gives the finiſhing ſtroke, and 
makes us completely like our Beloved. In the 
mean time we have need of patience. Patience 
muſt be exerciſed towards ourſelves; and G04. 
the bleſſed God, is unſpeakably patient towards 
us all.— Mr“ * is willing to undertake Zummer- 
mannus, I wonld have it thrown into the for! 
of a dialogue. Why do you entertain ſuch bart 
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hts of the deareſt, moſt benign, and gra- 
f all beings? I can no more. 
Ever yours, &c. 


thoug 


cious o 


— 


„ 


Sir, 
10 you thanks for the peruſal of your 


pamphlets. Be pleaſed to accept the, two 
little volumes, which accompany your other books, 
3s an expreſſion of my gratitude to your pen, and 
Gncere affection to your perſon, May I requeſt 
the favour of you, Fab Sir, ſometimes to im- 
plore the bleſſing of a gracious God upon the 
author, and his weak attempts; that the one 
may walk ſuitably to his holy profeſſion, and high 
calling ; that the other may pleaſe the reader for 
his good to edification. This will be a ſingular 
favour, and ſhall be readily returned by, 


Reverend Sir, 
Your affectionate friend, 
and humble ſervant, &c. 
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Dear Mr Nixon, London, Dec. 24. 1750. 

Am aſhamed to ſee ſo obliging a letter, from 
| ſo valuable a friend, lie ſo long unanſwered. 
delayed my grateful acknowledgments to you 
on this ſubject, till I could fee what would be the 
iſſue of our defign.—As you propoſe to recom- 
mend my picture, by your ingenious verſes “, I 
ſhould rather chuſe to have them inſerted (with 
your permiſſion) in the magazines, and public 
papers, than to have them affixed to the copper- 
plate, —This practice, though once cuſtomary, 
is now, I believe, ſeldom uſed ; and for me to 
revive it, when it does me ſuch diſtinguithed cre- 
dit, would be too vain-glorious ; otherwiſe I 
aſſure you, dear Sir, I thould be glad to have a 
memorial of our friendſhip engraved on braſs, or 
a more durable metal. And give me leave to de- 
clare, that though I was exceedingly pleaſed with 
the character you gave of my book, in your ex- 
cellent anniverſary ſermon, yet I was much more 
dclighted with your acknowledging me as your 
friend, and ſuffering it to be known, that I have 
a ſhare in your affection. 
I propoſe. to make a long ſtay in town, and 
ſhall promiſe myſelf the pleaſure of your com- 
pany at my brother's, —Have you ever met with 
a little poem, entitled Sunday-Thoughts ? The au- 
| thor is a very worthy man, and the poem not be- 
ncath your regard. —Shall I wiſh my worthy friend 
A merry Chri/tmas? This compliment will be paid 
you by multitudes. Rather let me wiſh, that 


Chriſt Jeſus, the ever- bleſſed Immanuel, may be 


formed in both our hearts! Renewed after his a- 
miable and divine image, may you ſee many re- 
volving happy new years below, and at laſt have 
an abundant entrance into the New Feruſalem, 
which is above.—Breathing ſuch wiſhes, I re- 
main, 
Dear Sir, | 
Your much obliged, and 
very affectionate friend, &c, 


ce theſe verſes ſubjoined to Mr Hervey's Life. 
No XXVI. 
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Dear Siſter, London, Fan. 3. 1751. 


Have taken my pen in hand to write to you, 

and yet have no news to tranſmit. I have 
nothing to ſend but my good wiſhes, and my 
beſt advice. 

The old year is gone; and if we look back, 
what a nothing it appears! Departed as a tale 
that is told. Thus will our whole life appear, 
when our end approaches, and eternity opens : 
but eternity will never expire; eternity will laſt, 
world without end. When millions, unnumber- 
ed millions of ages are paſſed away, eternity will 
only be beginning. And this ſhort life, this lit- 
tle ſpan is the ſeed- time of the long, long eterni- 
ty. What we ſow in this ſtate, we ſhall reap in 
the eternal ſtate. Should we not therefore be 
careful, very careful, to improve our time, and 
make the belt proviſion for an eternity of hap- 
pineſs ? Should we not be careful to get faith in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; to get the love of God 
ſhed abroad in our hearts; and our ſouls renewed 
according to the amiable example of our bleſſed 
Redeemer ?—This, and nothing but this, is true 
religion. Going to church, hearing ſermons, and 
receiving ſacraments, profit us nothing, unleſs 
they promote theſe deſirable ends.—-Fix, dear 
Siſter, this truth in your memory : A true faith 
in Chriit, an unfeigned love of God, and a real 
holineſs of heart, are the greateſt bleſſings you 
can delire, Without them we ſhall not, we can- 
not, enter into the kingdom of heaven. Theſe 
you thould inceſſantly, you thould earneſtly ſeek, 
through rhe whole advancing year; and theſe I 
molt uncerely with you, who am 


Your very affectionate brother, 


James HER VE. 


L E TT TU UMA. 


Dear Mrs x 


I Received your valuable letter, and thank you 
for it.—l am exceeding glad, and bleſs the 
unſpeakable goodneſs of God, if he has made 
my poor miniltry, in any degree, ſerviceable or 
comfortable to your ſoul. I accompany my for- 
mer labours (it ſuch extremely-feeble attempts 
may be called labours) with my repeated pray- 
ers; and bear my little flock on my ſupplicating 
and affectionate heart, all the day long. O! 
that the gracious God may fulfil in them all the 
good pleaſure of his will, and the work of faith 
with power! | 

I rejoice to find, that you know the truth. 
May you know it more and more; be eſtabliſhed 
in it, and experience the efficacy of it. May the 
truth make you free! free from the prevalence 
of unbelief, the dominion of ſin, and the op- 
preſſion of ſorrow !—Give glory to God for o- 
pening the eyes of your mind, and bringing you 
to the riches of Chriſt. Take to yourſelf the 
comfort of this ineſtimable bleſſing, and by no 
means reject your own mercy.— Pray do not har- 


bour hard thoughts concerning the bleſſed God, 


London, Feb. 5. 1751. 
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nor cheriſh deſponding apprehenſions concerning 
yourſelf, though always trail, and in every reſpect 
imperfect.— The great and good Father of our 
ſpirits knows whereof we are made; he remem- 
bers that we are but duſt ; and will not be ex- 
treme to mark what is done amiſs. Extreme to 
mark ] ſo far from it, that to thoſe who ſeck him 
in ſincerity, ſeek him through his dear Son, he is 
tender and compaſſionate beyond all imagination. 
« As a Father pitieth his own children, ſo is the 
Lord merciful unto them that fear him,” P/al. 
ciii. 13. And © as a mother comforteth her ſon, ſo 
will the Lord thy God comfort thee,” J/. Ixv1. 1 3. 
Since we want loving-kindneſs and mercy to fo 
low us all the days of our life, bleſſed, for ever 
bleſſed, be the God of heaven, in theſe he delight- 
eth, Ter. ix. 24. 
01 « caſt thy burden upon the Lord,” ſays the 
Holy Spirit. Caſt it upon the Lord Jefus Chritt. 
This is an art which the Chriſtian ſhould be di- 
ligent to learn, and watchful to practiſe. Chriſt 
is a Saviour, but we neglect to make uſe of him: 
we are come to him, but we forget to walk in 
him,—When guilt accuſes us, or guilt overtakes 
us, inſtantly let us fly to Chriſt, as the [/raeltes, 
when wounded, looked to the brazen ſerpent. 
There, let us ſay, there is the propitiation for 
this abominable fin. For this, and for all my 
other miquities, his heart was pierced, and his 
blood ſpilt. The vials of wrath, due to my pro- 
vocations, were poured upon that ſpotleſs vic- 
tim; and by his ſtripes I am healed. —lf our own 
obedience is deplorably deteQtive, ſo that we are 
ſometimes ready to cry out with the prophet, 
« My leanneſs! my leanneſs! wo is me ;” let us 
turn our thoughts to the great Mediator's righ- 
teouſneſs; this is conſummate and divine; this 
was wrought out for us; this is imputed to us; 
in this all the ſeed of Mal ſhall be juſtiſied, and 
in this ſhould they glory.—it your prayers are 
dull and languid, remember the interceſſion of 
Chriſt. He ever appears in the preſence of God 
for you ; and how can your cauſe miſcarry, which 
has ſach an advocate ? If the poor widow was 
heard, even by the unjuſt judge; ſhall nor the 
dearly-beloved Son of God prevail, when he 
makes interceſſion to a molt gracious Father ? a 
Father, who loves both him and his people.—If 
you want repentance, want faith, want holineſs, 
Chriſt is exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, and 
to give all theſe defirable bleſſings. He has a- 
ſcended up on high, has led captivity captive, and 
received gifts, ſpiritual gifts for men, yea, even 
for his enemies, for the rebellious. It is his of- 
fice to beſtow theſe precious graces on poor fin- 
ners; and he is as ready to execute this office, as 
the mother is ready to adminiſter the breaſt to a 
ſucking child. Do you read the ſcriptures ? Still 
keep Chriſt in view. When dreadful threaten- 
ings occur, ſay, Theſe I deſerved; but Chriſt 
has bore them in my ſtead, When rich promiſes 
are made, ſay, Of theſe I am unworthy ; but 
my Redemer's worthineſs is my plea; he has 
purchaſed them for me by his merits. All the 
promiſes of God are yea and amen (ſure and 
certain to the believing ſoul) in Chriſt Jeſus. 
To make ſuch a perpetual application of Chriſt, 
is to cat his fleſh, and drink his blood. Thus 
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may you, may I, may all my dear 

tackled to paſs the time of , nl 
below ! deriving our whole ſpiritual life = 
pardon and ſanctification, our hope, and our 4 
from that inexhauſtible fountain of all good 
Though I am not with you in perſon, I am * 
with you in ſpirit; and daily commit you to * 
great Shepherd and Biſhop of ſouls; who is t ; 
thouſand thouſand times more condeſe 54 
compaſſionate, and faithful, than 
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ending, 


Your truly-affeQtionate friend, 


JAMES HERvey. 


— 
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Dear : 

Received your kind letter; and am glad to 

find, that you and Mrs * *, and Mrs *#, . 
ten meet together, and, like the people mentioned 
by the prophet, ſpeak one to another of the thing: 
of God. Oh! let us exhort one another to fait}, 
to love, and to good works ; and fo much the 
more, as we lee the day, the day of eternal judg- 
ment approaching. Ere long we ſhall hear the 
ſhout of the archangel, and the trump of God. 
On! let us imitate the wiſe virgins, and pet 
oil in our lamps, true grace in our hearts; that 
we may be prepared for our Lord's ſecond co- 
ming, and not dread, bat love his appearing. 

My departure from Northampton was ſudden 
and unexpected Could I have ſeen my people, 
and given them my parting advice, it ſhould 
have been in the words of that good man 
Barnabas, who exhorted all the diſciples, that 
with purpoſe of heart they would cleave unto the 
Lord. | 

Cleave, my dear friends, to the Lord Jeſis 
Chriſt : cleave to his word: let the word of 
Chriſt dwell in you richly, and be your medits- 
tion all the day long. Let the Bible, that ineſti- 
mable book, be often in your hands, and its pre- 
cious truths be ever in your thoughts. Thus 
let us fit, with holy Mary, at the feet of Jeſus; 
and I hope, we ſhall experience his word to drop 
as the rain, and diſtil as the dew. 

Cleave to his merits. —Fly to his divine blood 
for pardon ; it is the fountain opened for ſin, 
and for uncleanneſs. It purges from all guilt, 
takes away all fin; and, bleſſed be God, it i 
always open, always free of accefs,—Fly to his 
righteouſneſs, Let us renounce our own, and 
rely on his obedience. What unprofitable fer- 
vants are we! how flothful in our whole life! 
how imperfe&t in every work ! — But as for 
Chriſt, his work is perfect; it is complete, and 
infinitely meritorious. In this ſhall all the ſeed 
of Iſrael, all true believers, be juſtified, and in 
this ſhall they glory. i 

Cleave to his Spirit. Seek for the divine Spi- 
rit; cry mightily to God for the divine Spill 
Let them that have it, pray, that they may hate 
it more abundantly, and be even filled with the 
Spirit. This bleſſed Spirit reveals Chriſt, ſtr ength- 
ens faith, quickens love, and purifies the heat 
Chriſt died to obtain this Spirit for us; he i. 
tercedes for us that we may receive it; and f 


heavenly Father, for his ſake, has promiſed t. 


joy, 


- 


his 


LE PT, LXXXI. 


give the Holy Spirit to thofe who aſk it. He 
h.s promited (U ! glorious privilege !) to give it 
more readily than a parent gives bread to a 
hungry child. F 

Cleave to his example.—Study his holy life, 
eve his unblameable conduct, obſerve his ami- 
able tempers: look to this heavenly pattern, as 
thule hat Jearn to write, look to their copy: 
and God grant, that we all, beholding with o- 
pen face the glory of the Lord, may be changed 
into the lame image from glory to glory, even 
as by the Spirit ot the Lord! 

Thus let us cleave to Chriſt the Lord: cleave 
with full purpoſe of heart, inceſſantly, cloſely, 
inſeparably. Let us ſay with our father Jacob, 
I will not let thee go. Let us imitate the Syro- 
phanician woman, whom no diſcouragements 
could divert from her purpoſe. Temptations, 
difficulties, all the aſſaults of our enemy, ſhould 
make us haſten to, and abide in the ſtrong hold, 
the city of refuge: And he has promiſed, © I will 
never leave thee, nor forſake thee,” He will ga- 
ther us with his arm, and lay us in his boſom. 
He will guide us by his grace, and receive us 
into his glory.— There, in thoſe happy, happy 
manſions, may we, and many, very many, of 
my dear flock meet, and never be parted more | 
— This is the heart's deſire, and the daily prayer 


of . 
Their and your truly- affectionate friend, Cc. 


— 


LE T T A 


Dear , 1751. 
ND are you very weak ? is ſickneſs in the cham- 
ber, and death at the door ? Come then, 


let us both fit down with diſſolution and eternity 


in view; and encourage one another from the 
word, the precious word of God. I have as much 


| need of ſuch conſolation as you, my dear friend, 


and may, perhaps, have occaſion to uſe them as 
ſoon. 
What is there formidable in death, which our 


| ever-bleſſed Redeemer has not taken away? Do 


the pangs of diſſolution alarm us? ſhould they be 
ſharp, they cannot be very long; and our exalted 
Lord, with whom are the iſſues of death, knows 
what dying agonies mean. He has ſaid in the 
multitude of his tender mercies, Fear thou not, 


Vr I am with thee : be not diſmayed, for I am thy 


God: I will ſtrengtben thee, yea, I will ws 4 thee, 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteouſneſs, Iſ. xli. 10. This promiſe authoriſes 
us to ſay boldly, Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil: 
for thou art with me, thy rod and thy flaff comfort 
me, Pal. xxiii. 4. 

Are we afraid to enter into a ſtrange, inviſible, 
unknown world ?—lt is the world, into which 
our divine Maſter is gone; where he has prepa- 
red everlaſting manſions * for his people, and _ 
appointed his angels to conduct us thither.— Ha- 
wing ſuch a convoy, what ſhould we dread ? and, 


Zoing to our eternal home, where our all-boun- 


John xiv. 2. Luke xvi. 22. 
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tiſul Redeemer is, why ſhould we be reluctant? 
Are we concerned, on account of what we 
leave? We leave the worſe, to poſſeſs the better. 
If we leave our earthly friends, we ſhall find 
more loving and lovely companions. We ſhall 
be admitted among the innumerable company of an- 
gels, and to the general aſſembly and church_ of the 
fir/t-born, that are written in beaven * Do we 
leave the ordinances of religion, which we have 
attended with great delight? leave the word of 
God, which has been ſweeter to our ſouls, than 
honey to our mouths? We ſhall enter into the 
temple not made with hands, and join that hap- 
py choir, who reſt not day nor night, ſaying, 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty, which was, 
and is, and is to come .- And if our Bible is no 
more, we ſhall have all that is promiſed, we ſhall 
behold all that is deſcribed therein. If we drop 
the map of our heavenly Canaen, it will be to 
take poſſeſſion of its bliſsful territories. That 
city has no need of the ſun, neither of the moon ta 
ſhine in il; for the glory of God does lighten it, and 
the Lamb is the light thereof F.—O, my friend! 
bleſſed, for ever bleſſed, be the grace of our God, 
and the merits of his Chriſt! We ſhall exchange the 
ſcanty ſtream for the boundleſs ocean; and if we 
no longer pick the firſt ripe grapes, we ſhall ga- 
ther the copious, the abounding, the never- ending 
vintage. 

Do we fear the guilt of our innumerable ſins ? 
—Adored be the innexpreſſible loving-kindneſs 
of God our Saviour | Our fins have been puniſhed 
in the bleſſed Jeſus; The Lord laid on him the ini- 
quity of us all ||. He his own ſelf bare our ſins, in 
his own body, on the tree . So that there is no con- 
demnation to them that are in Chriſt Feſus g-. O! 
that we may be enabled, with the apoſtle, to make 
our boaſt of this Saviour, and to triumph in 
this faith! Mo ſhall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's elect? It is God that juſtifieth ; who is be that 
condemneth ? It is Chriſt that died, yea rather is riſen 
again, who is even at the right hand of God; who 
alſo maketh interceſſion for us. 

Is judgment the thing that we fear ?—To the 
pardoned finner it has nothing terrible. The Lord 
Jeſus, who keeps his ſervants from falling, pre- 


ſents them alſo faultleſs before the preſence of his glo- 


ry with exceeding joy ++. Obſerve the ſwez2t ex- 
preſſions, preſents faultleſs —and with exceeding joy. 
Juſtly therefore does the apoſtle reckon it among 
the privileges of the Chriſtians, that they are 
come to God the Fudge of all = : For the Judge is 
our friend, the Judge is our advocate, the Judge 
is our propitiation, the Judge is our righteouſneſs. 
And is it not a privilege to come to ſuch a judge, 
as will not ſo much as mention our iniquities to 
us, but condeſcend to take notice of our poor un- 
worthy ſervices; who fits on the great tribunal, 
not to paſs the ſentence of damnation upon us, 
but to give us a reward ;— a reward of free grace 
and of inconceivable richneſs ? 

Let me conclude with thoſe charming words 
of the evangelical prophet, Comfort ye, comfort ye, 
my people, ſaith your God. Speak you comfortably to 
Jeruſalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare ts ac- 
+ Rev, iv. 8. 


8 + + wa 
=» Hcb. xu. 233 


* Heb. xii. 22. 23. 
| If. Iii. 6. 
++ Jude ver, 24. 


t Rev. xxi. 23. 
+ Rom. viii. 1. 
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compliſhed, that her iniquity is pardoned ; for ber Re- 


deemer, her all-gracious Redeemer, hath recerved of 
the Lord's hand double for all her fins *. May the 
God of our life and ſalvation make theſe ſcrip- 
tures be unto us, as a ſtaff in the traveller's hand, 
and as a cordial to the fainting heart, that we may 
be ſtrong in the faith of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt ; 
that we may glorify him in death, and glorify him 
for death; becauſe death will introduce us into 
his immediate preſence, where we (hall be ſor- 
rowful no more, ſinful no more, at a diſtance no 
more; but be joyful, and be like our Lord; love 
him with all our ſouls, praiſe him to all eternity. 
—Let us then be of good chear, ſoon in our 
heavenly Feruſalem we ſhall meet again. Becauſe 
God is faithful, inviolably faithful, and infinitely 
merciful, who hath promiſed, —promiſed to you, 
and promiſed to your affectionate friend, &c. 


P. S. My kindeſt reſpects to Mr ** and Mrs 
; bid them be of good courage, and go on 
their way rejoicing, for their Redeemer is mighty, 
his merits are unſpeakable, and his love 1s un- 
changeable. My moſt reſpectful compliments 
wait upon Mr ** and Mrs“. What a pleaſure 
ſhould I think it, was I able to execute the mini- 
ſterial office, to bring home to their parlours the 
glad tidings of an all-ſufficient Saviour, as well 
as to preach them in the pulpit !—Pelly, I hope, 
loves her Bible ; may the word of Chriſt dwell 
in her richly; and may he be with your father 
and mother, now they are old and grey-headed, 


LETTER LXXXI.L 


Dear k . 
Hope, this will find you a little better in your 
health; but, if it ſhould find you in a weak 
and languiſhing condition, I hope a gracious God 
will ſanctify a. Fx it contains, to the comfort of 
our ſoul. 

Often conſider, if you die, you will leave a 
world full of ſin; a condition full of frailty, 
ignorance, and miſery ; a body that has long been 
a heavy burthen, a fore clog, both to your ler- 
vices, and to your comforts; and why ſhould 
any one be greatly unwilling to leave ſuch a ſtate? 
If you die, you will go into an unknown world; 
but the comfort is, you have a kind and faithtul 
friend gone thither before ; Jeſus Chriſt, your 
beſt friend, and the lover of your ſoul, is Lord of 
that unſeen world. Jeſeph's brethren were not 
afraid to go down into Egypt, when they knew 
that their dear brother was governor of the coun- 
try. And ſince your moſt merciful Saviour is ru- 
ler of the inviſible world, be not afraid to leave 
the body, and depart thither. It is ſaid, the 
ſpirit of old Jacob revived, when he ſaw the wag- 
gons ſent to carry him to his beloved ſon: and 
the poor languiſhing believer may look upon 
death, asthe waggon ſent by Jeſus Chriſt, to bring 
his ſoul home to heaven. 

But after death comes judgment, and this 1s 
terrible, —Conſider, who is the Jugge. Was the 
father that begat you, was the mother that bare 
you, or the friend that is as your own ſoul; was an 
one of theſe to be the judge, and to paſs the ſen- 
tence, you would not be apprehenſive of rigorous 


„ If. xl. 1. 2. 
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roceedings, you would expect all 
e Mercy, in this as _—_ * 
gainſt judgment. But, to our unſpeakable 11 
tort, we are informed by the ſcriptures * Wo 
glorious perſon, far more merciful than a fate ; 
far more compaſſionate than a mother, far * 
affectionate than a friend, is to decide our d Om 
even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who loved us 1 
everlaſting love; who declares, that a wo a 
may forget her ſucking child, much ſooner — 
he forget to be mercitul to thoſe that put For, 
truſt in him. For thus it is written, G04 y 
appointed a day, in which be will judge the world, 
righteouſneſs, by that man whom he hath erde, 
even Jeſus Chriſt, Acts xvii. 31. 

The Judge calls himſelf our huſband, the brid 
groom of poor believing ſouls. And will * 
bridegroom deliver to deſtruction his own brig 
whom he has bought with his blood, and wit 
gg he has made an everlaſting covenant ? I; 
iv. 5 | 

The Judge vouchſafes to be our advocate. And 
will he condemn thoſe for whom he has long in- 
terceded ? will he condemn thoſe for whom he 
poured out his prayers when he was on earth, and 
on whole behalf he has conſtantly pleaded in the 
preſence of God? 1 John ii. 1. 

The Judge condeſcends to be our head, and 
calls the weakeſt believers his members. Ang 
did ever any one hate his own body ? Did ever 
any one delight to maim, or take pleaſure to ruin 
his own fleth, and his bones? Col. i. 18. 1G 
xii. 27. 

The Judge has been our victim, the ſacrifice 
for our fins. And will he conſign thoſe to dam- 
nation, for whom he endured the agonies of cru- 
cifixion ? If he has given himſelf for us, will he 
not with this gift freely give us all things? giv: 
us pardon at that awful day? give us the crown 
2 glory, which fadeth not away ? Heb. ix. 14, 
26. 

Farther to confirm your faith, and eſtabliſh 
your hope, it will be proper to conſider, what 
pas have to plead. The proud Phariſee made 

is abſtaining from groſs iniquities, and his punc- 
tuality in ſome external performances, his plea, 
The blinded Jews went about to eſtabliſh their 
own righteouſneſs, and depended on this broken 
reed for acceptance, But we have a ſurer foun- 
dation, whereon to build our comfortable expec- 
tations. 

If arraigned on the foot of guilt ; great guilt; 
manifold guilt ; aggravated guilt ; long- contract 
ed guilt ; we have an atonement to plead, a facri- 
fice of unknown value, a propitiation glorious 
and divine, We have the blood of the Lamb to 
plead ; blood that taketh away not one fin, or? 
few ſins, or a multitude of fins only; but (O de- 
lightful truth !) taketh away all, all, all fins. 
Yes, it taketh away all fins from the believer, be 
they ever ſo numerous; all fins, be they ever ſo 


| hainous, 1 hn i. 7." Rev. i. f. 


Should the law take us by the throat, and make 
that ſevere demand, Pay me that thou oweſt,—l! 
is paid, we reply, by our divine Surety. An in- 
carnate God has been obedient in our ſtead. In the 
Lord, the Lord Redeemer have we righteouſnels 
And can the law inſiſt on a more excellent {at 
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faction? Does not this magnify the law, and 
make it honourable ? By the obedience of one (that 
ic Chriſt) /pall many be made righteous, Iſ. xlv. 24. 
v. 19. 

0 41 further be urged, without holineſs 
no man ſhall ſee the Lord :—lIs not holineſs the 
thing that we have longed for ? It is true, we 
have not attained to holineſs ; potleſs and unde- 
fled holineſs ; neither could we in the regions of 
temptation, and in a body of corruption. But 
has not our guilt been our ſorrow, and our in- 
dwelling fin our heavieſt crols Have we not 
oroaned under our remaining iniquities, and been 
durthened with a ſenſe of our failings? And are 
not theſe groanings, the firſt- fruits of the Spirit? 
Are not theſe the work of thy own grace, bleſſed 
Lord? and wilt thou not conſummate in heaven, 
what thou haſt thus begun upon earth? Do we 
not deſire heaven, chietly becauſe in thoſe bleſſed 
manſions we ſhall fin no more; we ſhail oſfend 
our God no more; be no more forgetful of a dy- 
ing Saviour; no more diſobedient to the motions 
of a ſanctifying Spirit? And ſhall we be diſap— 
pointed of this hope f—lt cannot, it cannot be. 
— They that hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 
nels, are not filled, while they abide in the fleſh; 
therefore there remaineth the accompliſhment of 
this promiſe, they will atturedly awake up after 
the likeneſs of their Lord, at the great refurrec- 
tion-day, and, in another world, be fully, ever- 
laſtingly ſatisfied with it. 

I muſt now come to a concluſion :—But I can- 
not conclude without wiſhing you all joy and 
peace in believing.— Though your fleſh and your 
heart fail, may God be the ſtrength of your heart, 
and your portion for ever i daily, 1 frequently 
make mention of you in my prayers ; and, what 
is better than all, the dearly-beloved of the Fa- 
ther remembers you now he is in his kingdom. 


I am 


Your very affectionate friend, Oc. 


LD Tr T 


The following letter was ſent to the preacher, by a 
cottager in a country-xillage; and is here printed, 
to ſhrew how thankfully the peor recerve the preach- 
ing of the goſpel, and to preſerve ſo remarkable 
and uſeful a letter from periſhing. 


Reverend Sir, 


[ Humbly beg your pardon for preſuming to 

write to you. Being one of your hearers, I 
was very much affected with your good ſermons, 
having known and experienced the truth of them, 
dg. That perſons muſt be convinced of their un- 


done ſtate by NaTURE, and brought into a ſtate. 


of concern or ſelf-condemnation, before they will 
leck and earnejily detire the knowledge of Chriſt 
crucified, —To one who feels the condemning 
power of the Law, Chriſt is precious. — Such 
have taſted the bitterneſs of ſin for till then, 
they are alryve without the law, as St Paul ſaith, 
Rom. vii. g. not ſeeing that the LAw requires per- 
Ject obedience, and that TEIRS at the belt is 


der inperſect. — Hence the beſt of us in our car- 
Ne XXVII. 


Are a W 


fan&ijy, and renew our nature. 
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nal ſtate are ſtriving to be juſtified by our own 
works; yea, though we cannot but know that We 
often break the laws of God, Rom. iii. 20. & 28. 

But then we think, it is true I am a ſinner, 
and there is none without ſin; thus we do pre- 
ſume upon our ſeeming obedience, not conſider- 
ing how great a CHANGE mult be wrought upon 
our ſou] by repentance ; and that we muſt be u- 
nited to Chriſt by faith, and partake of his like- 
neſs, without which, Chriit, as to as, is dead in 
vain, (Gal. ii. 21.) And when the Holy Spirit has 
convinced us of our miſery by fin, (Jon xvi. 8.), 
and nced of Chriſt; then, uſually, we are think- 
ing To Do ſomething to purchaſe an intereſt in 
him; not conſidering we muſt be humble Juppli- 
cants at his feet, waiting for every thing we want 
at the throne of grace, as repentance, pardon, 
ſanctification, redemption, as purchaſed by n1M : 
(eternal life is the Ger of God, Rom. vi. 23.) 

It is the humbled perſon who will accept of 
Chriſt, in all his offices, not only as a prieſt to 
atone for fin, but alſo as a prophet to teach, and 
a king to rule over him, and ſubdue all his fins. 
—The covenant of grace anſwers all our wants ; 
there is not only mercy to pardon, but alſo grace to 
It is the humbled 
believer, who can fincerely ſay, Chri/t is the power 
of God unto [:lvation, (Rom. i. 16.) | 

And now | think nothing more needful than 
for clergymen to preach as you do; for though 
Chriſtianity is generally profeſſed amongſt us, yet 
many ſeem as unconcerned about theſe things, as 
if there were no ſuch truths in the goſpel. —This 
is the way of preaching, which has ever been 
molt effectual to the converting of ſinners; and 
may the bleſſed Spirit attend the word preached, 


purifying the bearts of your bearers by faith, (Acts 


xv. 9.)—That the righteouſneſs of Chriſt accept- 
ed and applied to themſelves by a lively faith, 
may entitle them to heaven, (Rom. v. 19.), and 
that their incere, though inperſect obedience, may 
evidence their title to be true and real, is the 
hearty defire of, ; 

Reverend Sir, 


Your moſt humble ſervant. 


To true believers, the LA is ſet forth as a rule 
of manners, not as a law of condemnation, for there 
is no condemnation to them who are in Chriſt 
Jeſus, Rom. viii. 1. 6.; or, in other words, thoſe 
who love Chriſt, love his commandments, as kind 
rules of life, not obeying (like legal people) with 
reluctance, and out of fear of being puniſhed. 
There is not, perhaps, a greater or more import- 
ant truth, than that in proportion as our faith in 
the Redeemer, evidenced by our works, increaſes, 
ſo our fear of death proportionably decreaſes. 


i 
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Dr ——, 
OU need make no excuſe for recommending 
Mr *** in his diſtreſſed condition. I am 
pleaſed to ſee you ſo tenderly concerned for a bro- 
ther's welfare; and J am glad you have uſed the 
freedom of applying to me; ſeeing divine Provi- 
dence has put it in my power to help a diſciple, 
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a Child, a member of Chriſt, I purpoſed to have 
given him , and to have lent him three; nor 
ſhould I have been very rigorous in exacting the 
debt, provided there was but little ability to re- 
pay. But leſt the tear of not being able to repay, 
ſhould create anxicty in an honeit heart, and 
leſſen the comfort of a ſeaſonable ſupply, I make 
him a preſent of the whole; hearuly wiſhing, 
that the ſame gracious God, who inclined a ſtran- 
ger's heart to beſtow it, may alſo proſper his en- 
deavours to improve it. And if he often calls to 
remembrance that almighty power and goodneſs 
which made a few drops of oil at the bottom of 
a cruſe, and a little handful of meal that was 
the gleaning of the barrel, a laſting * e to 
the prophet, and to the poor widow, and her fon, 
I doubt not but that he will be enabled ro fix his 
dependence upon the ſame everlaſting Father, for 
needful ſucceſs in trading. So that, by God's 
dleſſing, 1 hope, this little ſtock, frugally mana- 

ed, may, through his kind Providence, put him 
in a way of procuring neceſſaries in this wilder- 
neſs, till he comes to the tulneſs of the heavenly 
Canaan. 

I think every inſtance of kindneſs ſhewn to us, 
or exerciſed by us, ſhould enlarge our apprehen- 
fions of the divine benevolence. What is a grain 
of duſt to the whole earth? what is a drop of 
water to the great ocean? or what are a few days 
to the countleſs ages of eternity? Leſs, unſpeak- 
ably leſs is all created kindneſs, compared with 
the boundleſs goodneſs of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
For by him we have acceſs to the Father, being 
reconciled by his blood ſhed on the croſs. We 


are adopted and received into the church, where- th 


of Chriſt is the head. Being thus in the favour 
of God, he delighteth in hearing the prayer of 
faith, which thole who believe in Chriſt daily 

ut up to the throne of grace. O! how great is 
his loving-kindneſs and tender mercy ! He is ex- 
alted, that he may have mercy upon all that call 
upon him in ſincerity and truth. He waiteth to 
be gracious. He giveth liberally, and upbraid- 
eth not, for paſt ingratitude and great unworthi- 
neſs. Oh! how great are theſe bleſſings which 
he giveth! Bleſſings, in compariſon of which, 
filver is as clay, and gold as the mire of the ſtreets. 
He giveth grace and glory, and no good thing 
will he with-hold from them who live a godl 
life; from them who are accepted in the 8 
and love him who firſt loved them. I ſhall add 
that charming declaration of the beloved diſciple, 
and earneſtly wiſh that we may learn by happy 
experience, and feel in our ſouls, what it means, 
— We have known and believed the love that 
God hath to us.“ Let me beg my dear friends 
to remember, at the throne of grace, 


Your affectionate friend, Cc. 


E RN T W KR: LANE. 
Dear Sifter » | 
Have taken my pen in hand to write; but 
what ſhall be the ſubject? News I have none; 

or, if I had, my brother would communicate it, 
in his converſation.— Let me imitate a royal ex- 
ample. It was once ſaid by a renowned king, 
My ſong ſhall be of mercy and judgment: of the 
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ſame let my letter treat. The former wag y 
lately the topic of ſome agreeable diſcourſe , h 
a young gentleman. We obſerved, how neceſſ,, 
it is, to be firmly perſuaded of the infinitely.ricl 
mercies of God in Chriſt Jeſus. This will 2 
us delight to think of him, and encourage us = 
fly to him. Whereas, if we have a jealouſy, th N 
he bears us ill-will, or deſigns our ruin, We Can. 
not take pleaſure in him, or place our confidenc. 
in him, Therefore the condeſcending God — 
given us repeated and ſolemn aſſurances of hi, 
pity, his grace, his tender mercy in Chriſt Je. 
us. 

Exod. xxxiv. 6. 7. He makes it his ve 
name. Intimating, that a man may forget his 
own name, before the bleſſed God can ceaſe t, 
be merciful tu them that fear him. 

Ezek. XxXxili. 7. 11. 1 He confirms his divine 
good- will to us by an oath. He ſwears by hi, 
very life, that he defires our happineſs, and ſeck, 
our ſalvation. — Here are two immutable things 
the name, and the oath of God, Can we have 
ſtronger confirmation of his loving-kindneſ ? 
I think, if it be poſſible, we have. He hes f 
loved us, faith the ſcripture.—How hath he loved 
us? So, as no words, no not of his own all-wiſe 
Spirit can expreſs; nothing but the unſpeakably. 
precious effects: ſo as to ſurrender his own Son 
to die, that we might live ; to be made ſubject to 
the law, that we by his obedience might be made 
righteous ; to become a curſe, that we might in- 
herit the bleſſing. Read what the wife of Mſanoab 
very juſtly alleges, and apply it to the point before 
us, Judges xiii. 23. 1; for I can no more: I hear 
e coach coming to carry me out on a viſit. 


Yours, Se. 


— — OI ge Ig 


L T 
My dear Friend, 


AM glad to find that the beloved traveller cal- 
led at your houſe, and gave you ſo much of his 
company. Cold as the weather was, did not your 
heart burn within you? burn with zeal and love for 
that all-glorious God, whom he (excellent man!) 
ſo faithfully ſerves in the goſpel of his Son? 
May Mrs * * increals in humility, be more 
convinced of guilt, more ſenſible of depravity ! 
and then ſhe will grow in every other grace. 
Proud minds ſuffer the curſe imprecated on the 
mountains of Gilboa; while humble ſouls are like 


* And the Lord paſſed by before him, and proclaimed, 
The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-ſuffer- 
ing, and abundant in goodneſs and truth, keeping mercy for 
thouſands, forgiving iniquity, and tranſgreſſion, and fin, and 
that will by no means clear the guilty ; viſiting the iniquity 0 
the fathers upon the children, and upon the childrens children, 
unto the third and to the fourth generation. 

+ So thou, O ſon of man, I have ſet thee a watchman 
unto the houſe of Iſrael; therefore thou ſhalt hear the word 


at my mouth, and warn them from me. Say unto them, #* 


I live, faith the Lord God, I have no pleaſure in the death of 
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way, and 
live : turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why . 
ye die, O houſe of 1/rael? ESR 

t But his wife ſaid unto him, If the Lord were pleaſed to 
kill us, he would not have received a burnt- offering and 


meat · offering at our hands, neither would he have ſhewed us al 


theſe things, nor would, as at this time, have told us 10 
things as theſe. : 
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alleys ſpread forth by the rivers, or as a field 
* = — hath bleſſed. 

I think you ſhould not have ſhewn her the free 
remark which 1 made ; it was well meant, and 
ſhe is well diſpoſed, but human nature is very, 
very depraved. And perhaps there is no preater 
inſtance of it, than our proneneſs to take offence 
at the leaſt diſparaging hint ; nay, ſometimes to 
fancy ourſelves wronged, if we are not extolled 
to x ſkies. I heartily wiſh, the bleſſed Jeſus 
may give this young lady, the ornament of a 
meek and humble ſpirit ; that, being lowly in 
her own eyes, ſhe may be cxalted by the great 
17 ſo much indigence, and ſo many diſtreſſed 
objects, that | begrudge myſelf all unneceſſary 
diſburſements of money. Who would indulge 
too much, even in innocent and elegant amuſe- 
ments, and thereby leſſen his ability to relieve, 
to cheriſh, and comfort the Lord Jeſus, in his 

embers ? 

1 ou could have preached at Collingtree. 
My poor people long for the ſincere milk of the 
word. You would have a congregation, all of 
them honouring you, moſt of them attentive to 
you, and many of them edified by you. —lIt 
grieves me, it pains me at my very ſoul, that 1 
am diſmiſſed or rather cut off, from the honour- 
able and delightful ſervice of the miniſtry. — 
But to be reſigned, perhaps, is better than to 
labour; and an adoring ſubmiſſion for me at leaſt 
more proper, than a zealous application, Ol! 
may I bow my head, and dutifully ſtand in the 
lot, which the almighty Sovereign pleaſes to 
align Ever yours, &c. | 


1 


L E T T E NR Lern. 
My dear Friend, London, Saturday Night. 


Congratulate you on s recovery. Why 


do you call her * * *? Tis a ſtrong tempta- 
tion to vanity, She muſt be deeply ballaſted 
with humility, not to be puffed up at ſuch a 
title; which aſſimilates her to one of the moſt 
lovely and accompliſhed characters, that ever was 
deſcribed. | 

O! that we all may be recovered from that 
lethargic indolence, which deadens our atten- 
tion to the one thing needful !—What a God 
have we | how immenſely glorious ! and how lit- 


tle do we reverence him? What a Saviour l how 


unutterably gracious | and how little do we love 
him — What promiſes ! how inviolably faithful! 
Yet how feeble is our affiance in them! What 
a heaven! how tranſcendently delightful! Yet 
how languid are our defires of it -O] that the 
bleſſed, bleſſed Redeemer may N us with 
the Holy Ghoſt, as with a flaming fire ! to quick- 
en, animate, and kindle into a glow of devotion, 
theſe benumbed ſouls of ours I muſt add no 
more, only that I am, with great ſincerity, tho 
in great haſte, —inviolably yours, Cc. 
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My dear Friend, 


I AM ſurpriſed at what you 
dear ** u. 


A-GOLLECTION 6 


ſay, relating to 
What evil hath he done, or 


UETCTE/RS 60 


wherein has he offended, that diſeſteem ſhould 
be his lot? Vet what are ſuch inſtances of con- 
tempt, compared with the reproaches and inſults 
offered to the all-glorious Redeemer? God, I 
truſt, will bleſs his ſermon, and ſo much the 
more, as it is regarded by ſome people with an 
evil eye. Oh! what a comfortable conſideration 
is it, that the ſucceſs of our diſcourſes depends 
not upon our own ability, which is as no- 
thing ; depends not upon the favour of men, 
which is very capricious ; but depends wholly 
upon the influence of that almighty Spirir, 
whoſe preſence is unlimited, and power uncon- 
trollable ! 

My father had engaged Mr * ** to ſupply at 
Collingtree : 1 hope he grows in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


Adicu | my dear friend, adieu! 


— 
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SIR, London, Feb. 23. 


R ** and Mr *** may have tried, and ma 
repeat their attempts, to alienate the af- 
fections of my Collingtree hearers. Iam under no con- 
cern with regard to myſelf.—Fragili cupiens illidere 
dentem, offendet ſolido, - will, I believe, be the iſſue 
of their endeavours. I am only ſorry for the people's 
ſake, that they ſhould ſquander away their mini- 
ſterial talents, and miniſterial labours, to ſo poor 
a purpoſe, Let them be more inceſſant in warn- 
ing every man, and teaching every man, that 
they may preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Je- 
ſus.—Thus let them ſeek to win their affections, 
and I do rejoice, yea and will rejoice, in their 
ſucceſs. Dear Sir, the way to ſecure the love of 
others, is, to love them, to pray for them, and 
with a willing aſſiduity to ſet forward their true 
happineſs. This, whenever I was amongſt them, 
my people will confeſs, I did not ceaſe to do. 
And the God of heaven knows, I daily bear them 
on my heart, and often recommend them to the 
tendereſt mercies of our everlaſting Father, Never 
therefore be apprehenſive of my loſing either their 
eſteem with regard to my conduct, or their af- 
fection with regard to my perſon. O] that their 
precious ſouls were as firmly united to Chriſt, as 
their favourable opinion is ſecured to me — Well, 
ſhould neighbours undermine us, and friends for- 
fake us, the adorable and all-condeſcending God 
is faithful. He changeth not. His word of 
grace endureth for ever. He loves his people 
with an everlaſting love. And O! what worms, 
what duſt, what mere nothings, are all men, arc 
all creatures, before that infinitely-bleſſed Author 
of all perfection! What a ſenſe had the pſalmiſt 
of this weighty truth, when he poured forth 


that rapturous exclamation ; Whom have I in hea- 


ven but thee ? and there is none, there is nothing on 
earth, that I defire in compariſon of thee ! May this, 
my dear friend, be the continual language of your 
heart; and of his, who hopes to be, both in time 
and to eternity, | 


Affectionately yours, Cc. 


&- 
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Dear Mr Nixon, Moedneſ. inoruing, Miles s-lane. 


in Miles lane, where 1 propole to abide to 
the end of the week; and here your entertaining 
and improving company would be a favour, not 
to myſelf only, but to the whole family, 

I am indebted to your good-nature, for ſo can- 
didly accepting the ſmall but tree obſervation, 
made in my latt, I am going to run myſelf far- 
ther in debt, by propoling to your conlideration, 
what now occurs to my thoughts.—The incloſed 
queries I ſubmit entirely to your judgment, and 
from your determination (hall make no appeal. 

[| have read Elibu; and very much admire his 
zeal for that moſt comfortable doctrine, the righ- 
teouſneſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, imputed to 
finners for their juſtification. I highly honour 
alſo his diſtinguiſhed veneration for that incom- 
parably-excellent book, the Bible. Surely, his 
works will be a means of cauſing the ſtudy of 
thoſe aye twie to revive. Don't you think, the 
ſtyle is maſculine, and the manner enlivened ?— 
As to the Hutchinſontan peculiarities, I don't pre- 
tend to he a competent judge, and dare not per- 
emptorily condemn them. Yet they ſeem to be 
ſo very finely ſpun, and to have ſo large an allo 
of fancy, that | know not how to admit them for 
ſterling truth.—l am truly concerned to hear of 
Mr s and his lady's illneſs. Dear Sir, what a 
fading flower is health, and what an expiring va- 

pour is life! May you be an inſtrument of bring- 
ing ſouls to the knowledge of the adorable God, 
and to the faith of Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath 
ſent; then they will, in another ſtate of things, 
poſſeſs a vigour that is ſubject to no decay, and 
enjoy that life that knows no end. 


I am, dear Sir, your obliged and 
affectionate friend, &c. 


P. S. Is „lively oracles an exact tranſlation 
of the above-mentioned Greek clauſe ? 


L any" obliging letter found me at my brother's 


L ET T E R XXI. 


My dear Friend, Londen, March 28. 1751. 

O U depend, you ſay, upon my promiſe: 
and fee, how readily it is performed.— 
And if you depend on the execution of a promiſe 
from a ail, frail creature; will you not much 
more expect accompliſhment of promiſes, made 
by that adorable Being, whoſe counſels of old are 
faithfulneſs and truth? Ol that we may not diſ- 
honour God's go«udneſs, diſparage his veracity, 
and depretiate his dear Son's unſpeakable merits, 
by unbelief, baſe, vile, deſtructive unbelief! 

I have not an opportunity of communicating 
your news to our dear friend. He has left London. 
It is not known when he will return. He is 
not expected, till ſome months are expired ; and 


who, how many, may be gone into eternity, be- 


fore that period is arrived | . 
You aſk, how it fares with my health ? You 
may remember, that I have more than once an- 
| ſwered ſuch an inquiry with filence ; for I don't 
like to be upon the complaining ſtring, and I can- 
not ſay, my health is either reſtored, or impro- 


O 


guor, 


”" LETTERS. 


Lr. XCII. 


ved. When your letter came (not till Ty 
five o'clock), it found me in a ſtate of e 
I kad written nothing, done not 
ſince dinner. Though I took up n eaſy an 


eſday about 
xtreme lan. 


bing, 


d en. 


tertaining book, I was obliged to lay it down 2 
pain. Thus I ſpend, rather thus 1 loſe mas 


ours: So that between intervenin 


and debility of ſpirits, I make but 


ſcarce any progreſs in my intended work. 
| have no news, tho' at the great mart of intel. 
ligence. My fifter is ſafely delivered of a ſon: 


which puts one in mind of the glorious piece 9e 


a ver 


8 company, 
y flow, 


news, celebrated by the angels, and foretold v 
a rapturous delight by the prophet, —Tz 54 C 


is born; to us a Son 18 green, 
the mighty God; and 


bear our fins in his own: body on the tree. 


His name ſhall g. 
yet his office ſhall be, 90 


May 


this news be ever ſounding in the ears, and ever g. 
perative on the hearts of my dear friend, and or 
His ever affectionate, Ge. 


— — — 
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My dear Friend, Tottenham, May zo. 1751, 
I Am now at my brother's country-houſe.— 
& Pray who is Mr *, the writer of the letter 
incloſed in yours? He aſks me, to get him à cu- 
racy ; little aware, that I am but a curate my- 
I believe, the world has a notion, that!] am 
a dignified, or a beneficed man at leaſt; Deat 
Sir, may it be your benefice and mine, to do good 
to ſouls! and our higheſt dignity, to glorify the 
ever-blefſed-Redeemer! who for our fake had 


{clt. 


not where to lay 


his head, till he was numbered 


with the tranſgreſſors, and laid it in the filent 
grave. 

I hope your health is eſtabliſhed ; and how does 
your ſoul proſper ? Don't you delight to think of, 
to talk of, to have communion with, that won- 
derful, that amiable Being, whom to know i; 
wiſdom ; whom to enjoy is happineſs ? happi— 
neſs, not to be deſcribed by words, only to be 


underſtood by experience. 


Oh! that we may 


follow on to know him ! Then we have a promiſe, 


a promiſe more ſtable than the founcations 


of nature, that our /ubour ſhall not be in ain i 


the Lord. Gold has no value, and diamonds loſe 
their luſtre, when compared with thoſe unſearch- 
able riches of Chriſt, which Mr * ſo largely 
enjoys himſelf, and fo freely offers to others. 
His miniſtry is fignally owned by his condeſcend- 


ing 


and almighty Maſter. 


Many, I am told, of 


the ſuperior, as well as lower orders in life, at- 
tend his miniſtry. And if there be efficacy in 
united prayers ; if there be zeal in the Lord God 
of hoſts, for the honour of his dear Son,—if there 


be faithfulneſs and compaſſion i 
viour, —his labours will, —th 


n our exalted Sa- 


will be bleſſed. 


May they, every day, every hour, be bleſſed more 


abundantly !—Moſt cordially yours, &c. 


nenne 
. 


My dear Friend, 


| 


I think it is rather overſtocked with deco 


hope 


n 
Tottenham, Jul) 2. 177. | 


Hope you have now done with Mr * 


your houſe is ſufficiently ornament 
ration 


, 


Now let us be good ſtewards of Jeſus Chril' 


LET. XCIV. 
employ what we can ſpare, for the honour of his 


bleſſed name, and comfort of his indigent people. 
Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive riches, 


as well as bleſſings and praiſe. 


Pray, don't mention me to Mrs . Tho'I 
honour and compaſſionate her ; I am not fit to 
viſit her, nor qualified to edify her. This is with 
me the trying ſeaſon of the year, and my animal 
nature is all relaxation. O that I may be ſtrong 
in faith! that precious faith, that where fin hath 
abounded, grace will much more abound. 

Don't you ſometimes ſee our dear friend * * * ? 
1 find he has been at Briſtol lately, to diſtribute, 
J don't doubt, the waters of life, far more pre- 
cious and healing than the waters of that me- 
dicinal ſpring. Let us do likewiſe. For yet a 
very, very little while (unte ern, oo) and he that ſhall 
come, will come, and will not tarry. Then oppor- 
tunities of ſpiritual and bodily charity ceaſe for 
I believe it is four months ſince I heard from 
Mr. How precarious human interchanges 
of kindneſs! What a bleſſing, that the way to 
heaven is always open | Whenever we will, we 
may have acceſs to God through the blood of his 
Son. © And he never faileth them that ſeek him. 

How does Mr *** po on? Don't you ſome- 
times ſtir up the embers in his heart, if fo be 
the coals may glow, and the fire at length burn? 
hope, your converſation is bleſſed ro Mrs *. 
Glad to find ſhe admits Mrs *** to her company: 
a godly, ſenſible woman, who underſtands, reliſh- 
es, talks ſavourily and intelligently on the truths 
of the goſpel. —ls diſcreet likewiſe, knows how 
to keep a becoming diſtance, and will not make a 
wrong, an aſſuming uſe of a lady's condeſcenſion. 
May the God of heaven bleſs them both, and 
give them to grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


And what I pray for them, I pray for my dear 
friend. Ever yours, &c. 


n 
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My dear Friend, Tottenham, Tuly 14. 1751. 
AM ſorry to hear your account of Mr *. 
[| See what ſnares are around us. How the 
devil endeavours to obſtruct our uſefulneſs, by 
blemiſhing our credit. May the miniſters of Chriſt 
be upright and undefiled in the way ! or elſe they 
will not be able to reprove and exhort with all 


(no, nor with any) authority, The God of 


prune and faithfulneſs ſays of his church, ſays of 
is people; I the Lord keep it, I will water it every 
moment, left any hurt it: I will preſerve it night and 
day . May this promiſe be our ſhield ! be ful- 
filled to us evermore | Don't you go on, my dear 
friend, to lay up theſe precious pledges of heaven in 
your memory, and enrich your heart from them, 
by frequent meditation! They are the ſeed of 
faith. By theſe we are to be made partakers of the 
divine nature. Partakers of the divine nature] vo- 
lumes cannot explain, what is compriſed in thoſe 
few words. May we know what they mean, by 
happy, happy experience i 

I pity poor Mr , knowing what it is to b 

in à date of languiſhing. Ah! ah! my dear Sir, 


* If. xxvii. 3. 
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lay up a ſtock of comfort, get your graces lively, 
while animal nature blooms. When the blaſt of 
ſickneſs ſmites, and our ſtrength becomes labour 
and ſorrow ; how miſerable muſt be our condi- 
tion, without an intereſt, an eſtabliſhed intereſt 
in the all- glorious Redeemer ! 

Why do you cheriſh diſtruſtfal thoughts of the 
bleſſed God? Is he not boundleſs goodneſs? 1s 
not his goodneſs greater than the heavens ? Does 
not his mercy, that lovely attribute, endure for 
ever? All the kindneſs of the moſt endeared re- 
lations, compared with the tender compaſſions of 
a God in Chriſt, are no better than cruelty itſelf. 
Read the laſt chapter of Hoſea, Hide it wwithin 
youre heart, Turn it into prayer to the King of 
heaven; and I hope it will be to your ſoul, as the 
dawning-day after a darkſome night. 

Our dear friend has met with uncommon fa- 
vour and acceptance. Excellent man! How does 
he work while it is day! How ſweet. to ſuch a 
labourer, will be heaven's everlaſting reſt! There 
may you meet him! and there find, as a monu- 
ment of infinitely-free grace in Chriſt, 

Your truly-affectionate, &c. 


R M. AEY; 
My dear Friend, Oct. 18. 1751. 
WO of your letters are now before me, who 
expected long ere this to have been be- 
fore the Judge of quick and dead. —Bleſſed be 
God, I am got down ſtairs, and the day before 
yeſterday went abroad in a coach. Oh! what 
eat troubles and adverſities haſt thou ſhewed 
me! Yet didſt thou turn and refreſh me; yea, 
and broughteſt me from the depth of the earth 
again, Oh! my dear friend, how ſhall I be 
thankful ? May that infinitely good and gracious 
God, who has given me ſuch cauſe, give me 
power to be grateful. May I be enabled to devote 
every moment of that life which he has prolonged, 
and every facultyof that body which he has preſer- 
ved, —devote them wholly to the honour of his 

bleſſed name. | 
Poor ***'s caſe I commiſerate. The charge 
attending my illneſs will be conſiderable ; but I 
am not without hopes that my father will be ſo 
ood as to defray it, then my hands will not be 
eightened : Oh! that my bowels may never 
be ſtreightened, but may I draw out my ſoul to the 


hungry. | 
I am glad to hear that a ſeventh edition of Dr 


Stonhouſe's book is demangded. —May it go forth 
in the name, in the ſtrength, and for the honour 
of the blefſed Jeſus, and may it proſper ! Tho', 
as you obſerve, he and I think differently on ſome 
points; nor is the doctor an admirer of my fa- 
vourite author Mr Marſball. The acceptance how- 
ever which God has given to hisand tomy own wri- 


tings, ſhould ſend both of us oftener to the throne 


of grace, and quicken our applications to the di- 
vine goodneſs ; that his all-powerful Spirit may 
accompany our inſtructions, and make them a real 


bleſſing to our readers. 


—— I write, as a poor priſoner that lately ex- 
peed to have the ſentence of death executed; 
but has now got a ſhort, uncertain reprieve. May 
I never forgot how much I ſhall want an aſſured 


1. 28 ;-: 


Arn 


faith in the all- glorious Redeemer, when that 
awful change approaches. Let us labour after 
ſuch a firm eſtabliſhment in Chriſt, ſuch an un- 
ſhaken affiance in his merits, and ſuch an unfeign- 
ed love of his name, as may make it gain to Lies 
and the day of our diſſolution better than the 
day of our nativity.-Poor Dr * * O] may 
he and his afflicted partner find conſolation in 
the faithfulneſs, the goodneſs, the unſearchable 
riches of Chriſt ! Theſe, apprehended by a ſweet, 
aſſured, ſoul-reviving faith ; theſe, I ſay, are our 
ſovereign ſupport under all troubles, and our 
moſt effectual preſervative from all temptations. 
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cere milk of the word; the lively oracles of God! 
[ hope, they will always prove a whet to our ſpi. 
ritual appetite ; quicken our delires, and heighten 
our reliſh of that heavenly manna, which is ſpread 
over every page of the Bible. 


I am, dear vir, 


Your very affectionate friend, &.. 


— — Cu 


ee... 


LE T TIN Ae. 
My dear Friend, London, Jan. 14. 17 52. 


We believe, bleſſed, bleſſed Jeſus, help our un- 
belief !—1I am, ' 
My dear Sir, 


Ever yours, while 
James HERVEY. 


E 5 2 A 4 


London, Miles's-lane, Dec. 3. 1751. 


Dear Mr Nixon, 
T is probable, you may have heard of my late 
dangerous ſickneſs; and it is more than pro- 
bable, nay, I look upon it as a certainty, that 
your good nature has admitted this circumſtance 
as an excuſe for my filence.—Indeed, dear Sir, 
I was fick, and nigh unto death. Little did ! 
think of writing any more to my friends, or of 
being written any longer among the living. O 
that I may devote the life that has been prolong- 
ed, devote it wholly to the God of my health and 
my ſalvation |! 
I received by Dr * your quotation from Plato, 
proving that the prepoſition ay: bears a vicarious 
fignification . For which be pleaſed to accept 
my thanks. It is a moſt reviving and delightful 
truth, that Chriſt has ſuffered in our ſtead, and 
bore all our fins in his own body on the tree. 
When | was lately upon the verge of eternity, 
and juſt going to launch into the inviſible world, 
I could find conſolation in nothing, but this pre- 
cious, precious faith. If all my iniquities were 
laid upon the beloved Son, they will never be 
laid to my charge in the day of judgment. If the 
bleſſed Jeſus made full fatisfaction for my tranſ- 
greſſions, the righteous God will never demand 
two payments of one debt, What an anchor for 
the ſoul is ſuch a belief! how ſure, how ſtedfaſt ! 
May it be our ſolace in life, and our ſecurity 
in death 
A volume of letters, written by the Earl of 
Orrery to his ſon, has very much captivated the 
attention of the public. Dr Brown's remarks too 
upon Lord Shaft/bury's Characteriſtics are, I think, 
equally worthy of univerſal acceptance. Tis a 
refined entertainment, to peruſe ſuch elegant and 
judicious compoſitions; but how flat are they all, 
how jejune and ſpiritleſs, compared with the ſin- 


* The learned and Reverend Mr Vixen, Rector of Cold-High- 
am in Northamptonſbire, who furniſhed Mr Hervey with the 
proof from Plato that arri bears a vicarious ſignification, hath 
communicated a remarkable paſſage, which ſhews that the no- 
tion of a vicarious ſacrifice prevailed alſo amongſt the old 
Gault. Pro vita hominis niſi vita hominis reddatur, non poſſe 


aliter Deorum immortalium numen placari arbitrantur P Galli ), 
public-que ejuſdem generis habent inſtituta ſacrificia, J. Cl. 
Comment. de Bell. Gall. I. vi. c. 16. 


Know you will excuſe my long ſilence, and 

acquit me on the receipt of this letter, though 
I own myſelf in your debt for another. When! 
have a lucid or a hvely interval, I think it m 
duty to employ it, in attempting to finiſh my 
little work ; which alas! proceeds as ſlowly, as 
my blood creeps heavily through my veins. Hap. 
py, happy they! who have firmneſs of nerye 
and fertility of thought; and are enabled to de. 
vote them both to their gracious Redeemer's ſer- 
Vice. 

Pleaſe to pay my beſt thanks to Dr Cotton, for 
his very delicate Viions. I with they may do 
good, and promote virtue; then, I am perſuaded, 
they will anſwer the benevolent intention of the 
author. 1 wiſh at the ſame time, that he would he 
a little explicit and courageous for. Jeſus Chriſt, 
He deſerves it at our hands, who for our ſake 
endured the croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame: he 
will recompenſe it into our boſom, by owning 
us before his Father, and the holy angels. Nor 
can Jever think, that the ſpread of our perform- 
ances will be obſtructed, by pleaſing him, who 
has all hearts and all events in his ſovereign 
hand.—A viſion upon death, without a diſplay 
of Chriſt, ſeems to me like a body without a 
heart, or a heart without animal ſpirits. I am 
ſure, when I was lately (as myſelf and every one 
apprehended) on the brink of eternity, I found 
no conſolation but in Chriſt, Then I felt, what 
I had ſo often read, that there is no other name 
given under heaven, whereby man may obtain 
life and falvation, but only the name, the pre- 
cious and ineſtimable name of Jeſus Chriſt. Oh! 
that its ſavour may be to us, both living and dy- 
ing, as ointment poured out. 

Tell Mrs *, that ſhe has not offended me; 
but I am grieved, that I ſhould give her occaſion 
for ſuch a ſuſpicion, | 

You refer me to 2 E/ar. v. 33. * Lis a ſweet 

paſſage, a noble and comfortable truth ; and the 
apparent doctrine of ſcripture, however found in 
an apocryphal book. — Oh! that we may ſeek 
more aſſiduouſly to our all-condeſcending and 
omnipotent Friend. He will never upbraid u 
for our importunity; he will never diſappo” 
our hope; he is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we can aſk or think: and, bleſſe 
for ever be his name, as is his power, 10 1 15 
love to his people, his children, his heirs. In 
this bleſſed number may he rank my dear friend, 
and his ever- affectionate, &c. 


And I faid, Speak on, my Lord; then ſaid he l 
Thou art ſore troubled in mind for Ifracl's fake : loveft 
that people better than he that made them? 
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Miles s-lane, March 24. 1752. 
My dear F riend, 


Received your favour.—l congratulate you on 
your ſucceſs in your profeſſion. Moſes ſays, 
Tt is God who groeth power to get wealth, May 
ſuch acceſſions of proſperity, enlarge your heart 
with gratitude, and attach your affections to our 


divine Benefactor !—I am ſorry to hear your ac- 


count of dear **. O! that we may be taught 
$40141V ee To 002perelye Lord, lead me in a plain way, 
was the prayer of a noble ſufferer. May the thing 
that he prayed for, be the deſire of our heart, 
and guide of our life. I will very readily give 
him ſome Bibles, if he (for he is, if I miſtake 
not, a member of the ſociety for promoting Chri- 
ſtian knowledge) will ſend me an order in his 
name, a dozen ſhall be at his ſervice. I ſhall 
think my own books are publiſhed to good pur- 
pole, if they enable the author to diſtribute the 
invaluable book of God. 

Upon reflection I charge myſelf with folly, for 
putting it into Mr s power to communicate a 
certain rumour. The wiſe man ſays humo- 
rouſly and ſarcaſtically ; Venture to conceal a ſecret, 
and be bold it will not burſt thee. Intimating with- 
al, that a ſecret in moſt people's breaſt, is like 
fermenting liquor in a caſk, which muſt have 
vent, or elſe it will burſt the veſſel, Therefore 


Quid de quoque viro, et cut dicas, ſape caveto. 


Mr s laſt piece I have not read through. I 
can't ſay, I am fond of that controverſy. The 
doctrine of the perſeverance of Chriſt's ſervants, 
Chriſt's children, Chriſt's ſpouſe, and Chriſt's 
members, I am thoroughly perſuaded of. Pre- 
deſtination and reprobation I think of, with fear 
and trembling. And if 1 ſhould attempt to ſtudy 
them, I would ftudy them on my knees. 

I wiſh you would aſk Dr S**'s opinion about 
Epb. iv. 16. with relation to the anatomical pro- 
pricty of the paſſage ; and with his, give me your 
own.—l know not what to do about publithing. 
May the Father of lights direct me! and not ſuf- 
fer me, either to write improperly, or to print 
precipitately With thanks for your letter, and 
with prayers for your increaſe in faith, in love, 
and holineſs; or, in that kingdom of God, which 


is righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy 


Ghoſt.—lI am ever yours, Or. 


———— 


LETT: *8*R XERE 


Dear Mr Nixon, Males's-lane, 1752. 
| Am obliged to you, for the favour done me 
by your letter, and for the honour done me 
by your verſes to be engraved under my mezzo- 
tinto picture. I ſhould have acknowledged both 
theſe obligations ſooner, if my printſeller had not 
been dilatory in publiſhing the picture; which is 
now tranſmitted to Dr Stonbouſe, and deſires your 
acceptance. 
I cannot forbear thinking, that what is called 
our, is a little capricious and whimfical. I, 


r My part, had taken my final leave of her; 
expected none of he : 
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r favours, and was become 
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familiarly acquainted with contempt. How is 
it then, that the ſingles out a perſon, whoſe name 
has long ago been ſtruck out of her liſt ; and be- 
ſtows her careſſes upon a mean creature, that has 
been uſed to fit on the dunghill? O! that it m 
be for the glory of Chriſt's grace, Chriſt's wit 
dom, Chriſt's power! May I ſerve to the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, as a cloud is ſubſervient to the ſun 
in the firmament, which, though all-gloomy in 
itſelf, exhibits a rainbow ; and thereby ſhews the 
world, what beautifal colours are combined in 
that magnificent luminary. 

You are pleaſed to inquire after my little work; 
dear Sir, add to your kind inquiries, a prayer to 
God, that it may be executed under the anoint- 
ings of his Spirit, and appear (if ever it appears) 
under the influence of his bleſſing. My late ſick- 
neſs laid an abſolute embargo upon it, for a con- 
ſiderable time; and has ſo ſhattered my feeble 
conſtitution, that I proceed like a veſſel that has 
loſt its rigging, and is full of leaks. However 
ſlowly I advance in this eſſay, may I grow dail 
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; and meet you, dear Sir, in 
that happy, happy haven, where we both would 
be. Till then be pleaſed to rank, in the number 
of your ſincere and affectionate friends, 


Your obliged humble ſervant, &c. 


Lr. 
To his Mor RER. 


Honoured Madam, April 6. 
Received your favour of the 4th inſtant, Am 
very ſorry to find my father is fo ill. Hope 

and carneſtly pray, that the great eternal Lord of 
life and death, will rebuke his diſorder, and re- 
ſtore him to health.--You need not doubt of bein 
remembered in my ſupplications to the throne 
of grace. O] that they were better! O!] that they 
proceeded from firmer faith, and were accompa- 
nied with greater tervour ! Poor and weak as they 
are, they are often put up in behalf of my honoured 
parents, that the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, may ſtrengthen them with all might, ac- 
cording to his glorious power, unto all patience and 
long-ſuffering with joyfulneſs, may give them an 
humble reſignation to his bleſſed will; enable 
them to rejoice even in their tribulations, and 
make all things work together for their good, — 
their exceeding great and everlaſting good. 

I have, in obedience toyour orders, put my affairs 
in readineſs to leave the city; but hope there will 
be no occaſion for ſuch a ſpeedy removal. But if 
I ſhould come, alas! what can Ido? My weakneſs 
is inconceivable. None can know it but the all- 
ſearching God. I am evidently worſe, now the 
milder weather is advancing. | 

I am glad to hear my ſiſter holds well. God 
always mingles our cup of affliction with ſome 
ſweetening drops. None but Chriſt, that dear 
and adored Redeemer,—none but Chriſt, had gall 
without any honey, and vengeance without any 
mercy. Bleſſed be his moſt holy name for endu- 
ring all kind of miſery, that we might want no 
manner of thing that is good. —I am, &c. 


N 


624 A COLAREC TLANy cen DRET HERS. 


% w 


Dear Sir, Toitenham, October 18. 1751. 
HAT ſhall I ſay, or how (hall I excuſe 
myſelf? I ſeem to be in the condition of 
Pharaoh's butler, who remembered not his good 
friend Joſeph, but forgat him. —Yet be affured, 
dear Sir, that I have not forgot your kindneſs ; I 
have retained a warm ſenſe of gratitude in my 
breaſt. The reaſon of my not acknowledgin 
your favour ſooner was this ; I propoſed to have 
tranſmitted my piece to your hands, (that part of 
it at leaſt, W was to be enriched with your 
own thoughts), that it might have the advantage 
ot your critical reviſal, and judicious corrections. 
But extreme weaknels of body has retarded me 
in accompliſhing, has almoſt rendered me inca- 
pable of proſecuting the work. To all which in- 
firmities the providence of our all- wiſe heavenly 
Father, has been pleaſed to ſupcradd a violent 
fever; which confined me for eight weeks, and 
brought me to the very brink of the grave. I beg 
of you, dear Sir, to accept my beſt thanks for your 
letter and its valuable contents ; though late in 
their arrival, they are very ſincere in their tender. 
I hope you will give me leave to be obliged to you 
for one favour more, If ever the divine goodneſs 
ſhall enable me to complete my deſign, allow me 
to put it under your examination; Ifhall ſend it 
abroad into the world, with much leſs trepidation, 
with much greater ſatisfaction, if it has under- 
zone the ſcrutiny of your judgment, and received 
the correction of your pen,—l am, at leaſt I wiſh 
to be, ſenſible of my own incapacity, for han- 
dling the glorious, the divinely- excellent truths of 
God's everlaſting goſpel. If the apoſtle, who had 
been caught up into the third heaven, could not 
firbear crving out with ſo much vehemence, 
I bo is ſufficient for theſe things? what, O ! what 
ſhall | ſay ? Indeed, I have much fear and trem- 
bling of heart, leſt I ſhould give ſome wrong 
touch to the ark ; or by any imprudent, though 
officious kiſs, betray my divine Maſter to his ene- 


mies, rather than recommend him to the world. 


— Good Sir, aſſiſt me with your prayers, that if 
I write, I may be anointed with that unction 
from the Holy One, which may teach me all 
things, and lead me into all truth; which may 
furniſh me with the tongue of the learned, and 
give me the pen of a ready writer, 


Have you ſeen Mr Taylor's late treatiſe on the 
ſacrifice and atonement of Jeſus Chriſt ? If you have, 


I ſhould be glad to know what remarks occurred 
to your mind on the peruſal. —As you are a lover 


of natural philoſophy, I wiſh you would conſider 


the bleſſing of Joſeph, Deut. xxxiii. 13. 14. 15. 
16. and favour me with your ſentiments upon 
that beautiful paſſage.— I ſhould not make either 
this or the preceding requeſt, if I had not the 
higheſt opinion of the freedom and fidelity of 
your temper, and the accurate diſcernment of your 
underſtanding,--As the bleſſed God has been plea- 


| ſed to deaden your ſenſe of hearing, may he 


daily quicken your ſpiritual ſenſes, to diſcern both 
good and evil. May he give you to hear the 
{weet and ſtill voice of his good Spirit, witneſſing 
with your ſpirit, that you are the child of God, 
and an heir of glory! And would you implore 


th: ſame bleſſing for your unworthy x; 
would be a kindnef molt gratefully — 
ledged by, dear Sir, 5 
Your much obliged, and 
affectionate ſervant, J. H 


P. S. We have put one of Mr Maſer Brgy, -. 
children apprentice to a handſome buſineſs * , 
* 1 


It will be a pleaſure to do fo worthy a ma, 
g all the ſervice that hes in my power. ws 


—— 


L R T 8. a 


Dear Siſter, London, Milec s- lane, Dec. 22. 
Eſterday in the afternoon, Mr ** Fa 
mother called upon me; he offered to NU 
vey a letter or any meſſage to Weſton, I could not 
neglect this opportunity of ſending you my beſt 
withes, and the congratulations of the ſeaſon. 

Pleaſe to thank my mother for her kind letter 
— The wine was to have come laſt week, but my 
brother forgot to give the neceſſary orders, until 
it was too late. I hope no ſuch diſappointment will 
happen, if we live to ſee the end of this week 
I with you much of the divine preſence, and joy 
of the Lord in uſing ic. May we all drink cr 
thoſe living waters, which Chriſt Jeſus has pro- 
miſed in his goſpel! Of which they who drink 
mall thirſt no more; but they thall be in them , 
well of water, ſpringing up into everlaſting life, 
Praylet me know, what thoſe living waters mean? 

have no preſent to make you this Chriſtma, 
unleſs you will accept one from God's holy word. 
In the ninth chapter of Jaiab, it is foretold, that 
poor ſinners, (hall not only have a good hope, 
but ſhall even rejoice before God ; rejoice with 
exceeding great joy; ſuch as the huſbandman 
feels, when he gathers in his harveſt, and re- 
ceives the reward of all his toil ; ſuch as the ſol- 
dier experiences, when he has conquered his ene- 
my, and is dividing the ſpoil. 

What ſhall be the ſource of this joy ?—their 
worldly wealth? Alas! riches make themſelves 
wings, and fly away. They profit not in the day 
of wrath.— Their carnal pleaſures? Thee are 
always froth, and frequently gall. To be ena- 
moured with theſe, is death. — Their own good 
deeds ? Theſe are a broken reed, a filthy rag; 
and ſhould cover us with confuſion, not fill us 
with conceit. —Whence then is this joy to flow! 
From Chriſt, wholly from Chriſt : he is the rich 
gift of God, he is the pearl of great price; the 
only conſolation of ſinners, and the ſupreme joy 
of his people.—Therefore the prophet adds, in 
the language of triumph and exultation, To 10 4 
Chuld is born, to us a Son is given, and the govern- 
ment ſhall be upon his ſhoulder ; and his name 
ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, the Mighty 
God, the Everlaſtins Father, the Prince of Peact. 
This Child is Jeſus Chriſt, who is the foundation 
of all our comfort, the ſpring of all true delight. 
ke is the Son of the Moſt High, yet given to 
be made man, to be made a ſacrifice, to be made 
a curſe, for ns.-—So great, that the government 
of univerſil nature is upon his ſhoulder. Ine 
ſceptre of ſupreme authority is in his hand: he 
is Head over all things to his church. So glorious, 
that his name ſhall be called JYVonderful God and 


— 
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, matchleſs and marvellous perſon, 
_ en hee? clay, yet poſſeſſed of all the fulneſs 
clo Godhead : like Jacob's ladder ; whoſe 


- * fixed on earth, while the ſummit was 
| py! in the ſkies,—90 gracious, that he is the Coun- 


Jy to inſtruct ignorant creatures, and by his 
—_ 4 and Spirit make them wiſe unto ſalvation, 
The mighty God; to ſubdue our iniquities, to write 


bis laws in our hearts, and make us partakers of 
0 divine nature. The Prince of Peace ; reconciling 
us to God by his death, and making peace by 
the blood of his croſs ; by applying theſe bleſſings 
to our conſciences, filling us with that peace of 
God, which paſſeth all underſtanding. The ever- 
loſing Father ; to cheriſhv* under the wings of 
his providence and grace, 9 ake all things work 
together for our good, and prepare for us an ever- 
laſting inheritance ; even the inheritance incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away.— 
O may the adorable Redeemer be all this to us! 
The prophet repeats this expreſſion, To us. This 
circumſtance is of the laſt importance. Then 
only is Chriſt our Fountain of life, and full of 
delights, when he is all this, does all this, to us, 
even to us. | 
Let this ſcripture be the ſubject of our medita- 
tion, amidſt the approaching ſolemnity. And 
may an everlaſting ſenſe of its bleſſings give an 
additional, a heavenly relith to all our other en- 
tertainment I am your affectionate brother, 


James HERVEx. 


— 
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Dear Sir, 
T is not the difficulty of anſwering Dr * *'s 
ueſtion, that makes me avoid it, but the 
diſagreeable nature of the office; as it will oblige 
me to ſhew, that he entirely miſtakes both the 
pature of the ſcriptures, and the nature of man. 
He would make Dr **'s and Dr ***'s ſentiments 
of things, the touch-ſtone of divine revelation. 
What is level to their apprehenſions, muſt be 
right; what comports with their notions, muſt 
he true. At this rate, they are not doers of the 
law, but judges. On the contrary, if they do 
not underitand the doctrine of union with Chriſt, 
or the fitneſs of free juſtification to promote holi- 
neſs, it is becauſe their underſtandings are dark- 
ened: it is a ſign, that they want the eye-ſalve ; 
a proof, that their ſenſes are not exerciſed to diſ- 
cern between good and evil. 

Dr ** has Roman virtue ; but indeed he very 
much wants the eye-ſalve. He ſees no glory and 
comelineſs in Chriſt, but much in his own con- 
tormity to the commands of his Maker. — While 
ſuch ſentiments poſſeſs the mind, people have no 
eyes to diſcern the beauty of free grace. Chriſt 
1s juſt as inſignificant, as the phyſician's offerin 
to preſcribe for a perſon in perfect health.—1 
am ſure, my poor, lame, mangled conformity to 
my Maker's commands, fills me with ſhame, and 
would make me hang down my head as a bulruſh. 
But my Lord's death, my Lord's obedience, m 
divine Lord's merit, encourages me, emboldens 

ne, and enables me to ſay, Who ſhall condemn 

me ?—Pe pleaſed, by the by, to compare Dr **. 
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foundation for comfort and confidence, with St 
Paul's, Rom. viii. 33. 34. Who is in the right, 
[ leave you to determine. I will only venture to 
aſſert, that Paul of Tarſus had as much confor- 
mity to the commands of his Maker as our ami- 
able friend. Oh! that he was leſs amiable in his 
own eyes; and knew himſelf to be © wretched 

* and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked.” 
See Rev. iii. 17. 

- 1}, A perſuaſion of our reconciliation to 
* God, previous to our periormance of holy du- 
te ties.” —Dr * aſks, what is the foundation of 
ſuch a perſuaſion ?—To which I anſwer, The 
doctrine delivered by 8t Paul, Rom. v. 10. Ven 
we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son. From this paſſage he will ſec, 
that reconciliation to God is previous to our per- 
formance of holy duties. It is a bleſſing procured 
for enemies; and to ſay, that enemies have per- 
formed holy duties, is to confound the difference 
between rebels and ſubjects; is to make rebellion 
and allegiance the ſame. —Nay more, this bleſſ- 
ing has no manner of dependence on our per- 
formance of holy duties, becauſe it is procured, 
not partially, but wholly procured by the death 
of Chriſt. It is not ſaid, when we, who were 
ſometime enemies, began to perform holy duties; 
but when we were enemies, while we were ene— 
mies, and conſidered only as enemies. Then, 
even then,--Wondrous grace] grace worthy of 
a God! Will not ſuch * incline the rebels to 
throw down their arms 

The Doctor having laid down ſome premiſes, 
makes this inference ; Hence the phraſe of our 
© reconciliation to God, when we 15 renoun=- 
& ced our fins.” But does this inference tally 
with the apoſtle's declaration, or is it the proper 
conſequence of his doctrine? Let not the acute 
diſputant, but the way-faring man judge. 

« Our bleſſed Saviour,” adds the Doctor, “ di- 
« rectly aſſerts, that the performance of religious 
duties is the ſole evidence of our reconcilia- 
tion.“ We are not inquiring about the evi- 
dences of reconciliation, but about the way to ac- 
quire them. To determine what are the evi- 
dences of a cure, is eaſy enough ; but to preſcribe 
the expeditious and certain method of working 
the cure, this is the thing we want. Here, ac- 
cording to my poor opinion, Mr Marſhall excells 
as much in the ſpiritual, as Dr ** in the animal 
Therapeutica. 

The Doctor urges our Lord's words, Ye are 
my friends, if ye do whatſoever I command you.— 
Wandering from the point again. The queſtion 
is, How we ſhall be animated, ſtrengthened, and 
enabled to do them ? 

Upon this ſubject reaſon tells us, that ſuch a 
diſcharge of religious duties can alone convince a 
Chriſtian of the ſincerity of his profefſion.—lt 
may be ſo; but pray, Madam Reaſon, don't be 
impertinent, we did not aſk your opinion upon 
the point; if you would ſpeak to the purpoſe, 
you muſt tell us, how we may be enabled to diſ- 
charge theſe religious duties. Does your Ladyſhip 
know, which 1s the firſt religious duty ? I que- 
ſtion it; be content therefore to receive informa- 
tion from ſcripture : Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart. This is the firſt religious 
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duty; now tell Dr ** and me, tell us honeft- 
N and explicitly, how we can perform this duty? 
S it poſſible to love the Lord, to love him with 
all our heart, if we look upon him as incenſed a- 
pn us, unreconciled to us? Is it poſſible to 
ove him when we apprehead oarſ:Ives to be un— 
der his wrath, or ſuſpect that he will prove an 
enemy to us at the laſt? 

The Doctor having a higher opinion of rea- 
ſon * than I, is a greater favourite with her; [I 
would therefore beg to know of him, what reply 
ſhe makes to this interrogatory ; and I] promite 
beforchand, that I will ftand to her award, if 
ſhe can point out any method of practiſing this 
duty, different form that propoſed by Mr Mar- 
ſhall ; then my favourite author and myſelf will 
ſubmit to the charge of enthuſiaſm. 

2dly, A perſuaſion of our future enjoy- 
“ ment of the heavenly happineſs, previous to 
« our performance of holy duties. 

I aſk Mr Hervey, © What is the foundation of 
& ſuch a perſuaſion? Mr Hervey anſwers, Our 
free juſtification through Feſus Chriſt, which we 
teceive under the character of ungodly perſons ; 
conſequently, before the performance of good 
works, Rom. iv. 5.—l anſwer again, The free 
promiſe of God: God hath given unto us eternal 
life, 1 John v. 11. But is not this promiſe found- 
cd on our own duties and obedience ? No, but 
on the dutics and obedience of our great Medi- 
ator. This liſe is in his Son. 

In the firſt book of the facred writings is this 
important interrogatory, made by God himſelf ; 
Tf thou deft well, ſhalt thou not be accepted ?—Here 
I beg leave to aſk, in my turn, Which is the per- 
ſon who does well? Dr **, who would per- 
ſuade us to reject the gift of God, (1 John v. 11.), 
and not believe his word? or Mr Marſball, who 
would engage us to credit the divine declaration, 
and receive the divine gift? The apoſtle ſays, by 
not believing this record, we make God a liar, 
1 fohbn v. 10. And ſhall we call this doing 
well? or is this the way to be accepted ? 

The Doctor farther urges, in the very laſt chap- 
ter of the ſame ſacred volumes we are told, 5 
ſed are they who de his commandments, that th 
may bave a right to the tree of liſe. Let me a 
again, does the Doctor remember, what the com- 
mandments of the Almighty are? He may ſee 
them reduced to two particulars, and ranged in 
the exacteſt order, 1 John iti. 23. The firſt of 
theſe commandments is, That we believe on the 
name of his Son Jejus Chriſi. Let the Doctor only 
interpret this precept, tell me what is included in 
this injunction, and J am inclined to think, he 
will find cach of Mr Marſball's preliminary arti- 
cles contained in its import. To believe in 
Chriſt, is to live under a perſuaſion, that he has 

died to reconcile me to God; that he has obeyed 
to obtain eternal life for me; and intercedes in 
heaven, that I may receive the Holy Ghoſt the 
Comforter. —Take away theſe ingredients from 


taith, and its ſpirit evaporates ; its very life ex- 


pires ; you have nothing left, but a mere cap#? 
Vic t uu. | | 
The Doctor charges us © with ſpiritual pride.“ 


* Rcaſon I mcan, in her preſent fallen ſtate. 
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But is it pride, to coniefs curſelves un 
wretches ; and as ſuch, to receive free ads 7 
tion from infinitely-rich grace ?—* With _ 
„ ſumption and unwarrantable perſuafions> © 
Bur is that a preſumptuous claim, or that an ,,. 
warrantable perſuaſion, which is founded on tha 
mfallible promiſe of God, and implied in — 
very nature of faith ?—He bids us e 
* teſt we be the dupes of our own credulit * 
We thank him for the friendly admonition; 2 
to ſhew our gratitude, we would ſuggeſt a cau. 
tion to our worthy friend, that before he aro... 


on a religious ſubject, he would gain a 
ideas of its natwiifg. He talks of reconciliation 


as implying co as grief. Here he fights 
with a ſhadow, meg ſhadow of his own fai. 
fing; no mortal ever affymed or dreamed of 
fuch thing. Reconciſiation is neither more nor 
leſs, than a removal of offence, and a reſtota- 
tion to favonr. He mentions Mr Marſhalls 
three propoſitions, as the reqnifite ſignals of 
faith; whereas they ate the conbitutent parts, the 
very eſfence of faith; they differ as much from 
a ſignal, as the florid blood and lively ſpirits 
differ from the bloom on the cheekgap the 
ſparkle in the eye. —He tells us, “ that the faith 
„ of the Jews was one thing; but after our $2. 
© viour's death, the faith of rhe Gertihs was 
* another.” St Paul, who was a Jeu by birth, 
and an apoſtle of the Gentiles by office, tells us 
the very reverſe. There is one faith, of which 
Chriſt the Lamb, ſlain from the foundation of 
the world, was and is the invariable object. Ty 
him give all the prophets, as well as all the apoſtles, 
witneſs, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhall receive 
remiſſion of fins. Believing in Chriſt, we fee, is 
the one, conſtant, unalterable way, in which both 
Jews and Gentiles, the hearers of the prophets and 
the converts of the apoſtles, obtained pardon, 
life, and plory. 

Had Dr ** obſerved this caution, he would 
not have ſpent fo many needleſs and random 
words on the third propoſition, which proceed 


0 " 1 


upon an abſolute miſtake of the point. WI 
% advocates for ſelf-ſufficiency in man!“ I won- 
der how the ingenious Doctor can entertain ſuch 
a ſuſpicion, eſpecially as he knows, we have ſub- 
ſcribed, we believe, and we maintain the tenth 
article of our church. He has blamed us tor 
this belief; therefore he ſhould, in all reaſon, 
blame himſelf for thoſe extravagant excurſions 
of his pen; which are juſt as far from ſobriety 
and fact, as the Antipodes are from the latitude 
of London. Our maxim and Mr Marſhall's mean- 
ing is, —Though leſs than nothing, though worle 
than nothing in ourſelves, we can do all things 
through Chriſt's ſtrengthening us. I am, &. 


— 


— 
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Saturday Morning. 
HALL I beg you to tell Dr 8, that 5 
beautiful None * were by Dedſley the book- 
{eller put into the hands of a very pious and in- 
genious friend of mine, who propoſes an altera 
tion in the ninth line of the ſixty-ninth page“ 


* See jottor XCVII. 
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the fifth edition, where he would read Jeſus in- 
ſtead of virtue. 
At that important hour of need, 
Jeſus ſhall prove a friend indeed. 

But I am not of his opinion, unleſs an uniform 
vein of evangelical doctrine trad run through the 
whole. This, I muſt confeſs, I could have been 

lac to have ſeen in ſo elegant a poem, where 
Srenſer's ſancy, and Prior's eaſe are united: And 
| hope if the Doctor ſhould ever write any more 
poetry, he will take this important hint into his 
conſideration. Indeed he ought; for even in his 
Vifon on death, he has not paid the leaſt regard to 
Chriſt our Redeemer, the Conqueror of death. 
{ preſume they ſell according to our wiſhes. May 
they, under the blefling of a moſt gracious God, 
impart good to the world, and bring gam to the 
author ! FO 

le I miſtake not, you are a ſubſcribing member 
of the fociety for promoting Chriſtian knowledge; 
will you be ſo kind as to procure for me a dozen 
Ir Bibles, and a dozen of the Bifhop of Man on 
mne Lord's ſupper !—1 give away this to commn- 
nicants, becauſe it has the communton-ſervice in 
itz and becauſe it is more evangelical, and lefs 
exceptionable than the generality of what are cal- 
i-d preparations for, or companions at the ſacra- 
ment too many of which books, by long pray- 
ers for each day in the week, and by injudicious re- 
preſentations, have ſometimes, I fear, a contrary 
effect to what was intended.—t had once a de- 
ſvn, nor have I wholly laid it afide, of extract- 
ing from Fenks's office of devotion, the few leaves 
hc has here wrote fo pathetically on the facrament, 
and of printing them with the communion-fer- 
vice, after the manner of the Biſhop of Man; 
adding on the ſides ſuitable obſervations of m 
own, to ſupply Jenks's deficiencies. —I woods 
likewiſe to add what Marſha#l lays on the ſubject, 


and infert from the Biſhop of Mar, his ſhort, yet 


ilriking meditations on ſome well-cnoſen texts of 
{ripture, which will be of ſervice to every one; 
particularly to thoſe who are unaccuſtomed to 
1:editate, or have no talents for it, and conſe- 
query want ſuch an aſſiſtance to employ the time 
ile others are receiving the bread and wine.— 
Nhat ſays my fidus Achates to this? Give it a 
place in your thoughts; and however we may 


determine on this, let us determine to cleave more 


vioiely to the Lord, and wait upon our God con- 
tinally. Unto thee lift I up mine eyes, O thou that 
e in the heavens. Let this be our pattern, 
Ate ſuch our practice. To his tender care, and 
continual guidance, I commit you ; and am 


Cordially yours, &c. 
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Dear Sir, London, Miles's Lane, Aprilg. 1752. 
i OON after I received your laſt favour, we 
were vilited by a very alarming providence ; 
broke out in a ſugar-baker's workhouſe, 
part of which communicated with my brother's 
ale, and the Whole was ſeparated from us, on- 
£0 4 court-yard, four or five yards in breadth. 
5 — — played from his houſe, and an- 
5 ood ready in the dining- room, in caſe 
an) unexpected exigency. We were all con- 
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ſternation and confuſion ; in the hurry, I miſlaid 
ſome where or other your valuable letter, and 
cannot recover it by any ſearch. I wiſh you would 
be ſo kind, as to dire& me once more to the ma- 
gazine, in which your chronological obſervation 
is inſerted. I ſhall be more particularly pleaſed, 
to ſee difficulties of this nature cleared up; be- 
cauſe the works of a very celebrated genius are 
lately publiſhed, in which he very much decries 
the chronology and hiſtory of the ſacred ſcriptures; 
I mean ſome poithumous volumes, written by the 
late Lord Bolmgbroke. 

You will excuſe me, for not making my thank- 
ful acknowledgments ſooner. The objections 

ou ſtarted, and the anſwers you gave, were rich- 
y worth preſerving; I am truly forry, that the 
aforementioned diſaſter has, I fear, deprived 
me of them. Have you no copy taken for your 
own ſatisfaction? With relation to my intended 
work, if it was in your hands, I believe, you 
would not think it expedient, to add any thing more 
of the argumentative kind. I fear, I have been 
too prolix already; and if ever I ſhould be ſo hap- 
py as to obtain your reviſal of it, ſhould be ver 
defirous that you would make very free with the 
pruning-knife.—-I have no vindication, but ſome 
excuſe, for my delay in writing.—lI catched ſuch 
a cold, on the late terrifying occaſion, (being 
obliged to wade through water, in order to eſcape 
the fire), as confined me to my chamber ſeveral 
weeks. I mentioned to you Taylor's treatiſe of 
original in. As you have not feen the work, give 
me leave to tranſmit, as fully as I can recollect, 
one or two of his objeCtions to the orthodox opi- 
nion. God is the Maker, the true and immediate 
Maker of all men, Job xxxi. 15. Now tis im- 
poſſible that God ſhould make our nature, and 
yet not make the qualities and propeniities which 
it has when made. Therefore, whatever prin- 
ciples, or whatever ſeeds are implanted in our 
conſtitution, they cannot be principles of ini- 
quity nor feeds of finz becauſe they are all in- 
fuſed and planted by our infinitely good and holy 
Creator.—8uch paſhons, appetites, propenſities, 
cannot be finful, becauſe they are neceſſary and 
unavoidable, (and that cannot be ſinful in me, 
which I can nowiſe avoid, help, or hinder), nei- 
ther can they render us objects of God's wrath ; 
for it is infinitely abſurd, and highly diſhonour- 
able to God, to ſuppoſe he is diſpleaſed at us, for 
what he himſelf has infuſed into our nature, 

What ſays St James ? * Therewith curſe wwe men, 
who are made after the ſimilitude of Ged. The fi- 
militude of God ſignifies thoſe moral endowments, 
which diſtinguiſh the poſſeſſor, both from the 
brutes and the devils : and in this image, or veſt- 
ed with theſe qualifications, men are made. What 
then becomes of the doctrine of original fin ? 

St Paul ſpeaks of people, that had their un- 
derſtanding darkened, that were alienated in 
their minds, were haters of God, &c. But 
this is affirmed of the idolatrous Heathen. The 
very Gentiles, according to St Paul's account, 


' ſhew the work of the law ritten on their hearts, 


their conſtiences mean while accuſing or elſe excuſing 
one another. Here then are Heathens, who have 
the work of the law, (not barely diſcerned by 


* James iii. 9. 
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their underſtanding, but) written on their hearts; 
have both the knowledge and the love of its 
moral precepts ; with an awakened tender con- 
ſcience, ever ready to act the part of an impar- 
tial reprover, or a zealous advocate; and what 
higher character can you give of your firſt-rate 
believer ? They are alſo ſaid to do by nature the 
things contained in the law ; an irrefragable proof 
that our nature is not ſo depraved in point of in- 
clination, nor ſo diſabled with regard to its exe- 
cutive powers, as the doctrine of original fin ſup- 
poſes. . 

Let me requeſt the favour of your ſentiments 
upon the preceding objections. Your ingenious 
remarks on Deut. XxXiu. 13. Sc. I received; I 
prize, and I thank your for them. May the gra- 
cious God, for a recompenſe, lead you farther 
and farther into the unſearchable treaſures of wiſ- 
dom hid in the ſcriptures, and fill you with all 
wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtanding. I comfort 
myſelf in thinking, that you do not in your pray- 
ers forget, dear vir, 


Your much-obliged, and 
Truly-afteQtionate friend, 
| J. Hervey. 
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Reverend Sir, Weſton- Favell, Dec. 14. 1752. 
Ittle did I think, when I recommended, to 
the public, the O&/ervations on—ÞF, that I 


Es 


ſhould be ſo agreeably and amply recompenſed 


for my occaſional note; recompenſed with a let- 
ter from the author; which, I aſſure you, was 
extremely welcome ; not only on account of the 
ſame ſtrain of elegance, which runs through and 
adorns your book ; but for the tender which it 
brought me, of a very valuable acceſſion to the 
ſmall number of my friends.—Your friendſhip, 
dear Sir, I accept as a privilege, and ſhall cultivate 
with delight. Only I muſt, in common juſtice, 
forewarn you of one particular: That your ſoci- 
al intercourſes with James Hervey, will be an 
excerciſe of charity, rather than an advantageous 
traffic to yourſelf. Beſides other reaſons, which 
I might too truly allege for the ſupport of this 
hint, a long-continued habit of indiſpoſition and 
bodily weakneſs, has laid a heavy hand on my a- 
nimal ſpirits, which (take my word for it, ſince 
I hope you will never know it by experience) 
both cramps the exertion and obſtructs the im- 
provement of the intellectual faculties. —You 
remember, however, who has ſaid, It 7s more 
Bleſſed to give than to receive; which, I think, will 
hold good, when applied either to the treaſures 
of the mind, or the riches of fortune. 

Your approbation of any thing in my flight re- 
marks, will give me ſingular ſatisfaction; yet I 
ſhould be no leſs obliged for your free thoughts, 
on what ſhould have been added, expunged, 'or 


altered. Let this, dear Sir, be the firſt-truits of 


our friendſhip. Point out my blemiſhes, and 
ſupply my defects. Applauſe may be more ſooth- 
ing to my vanity; but ſuch kind corrections will 


be more pleaſing to my judgment, and more ſer- 


* Probably the Gb/ervations on Tacitus, commended by Mr 
Hervey, above, p. 514. | 
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it will do an honour to my taſte. 
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viceable to our common cauſe. "Tis fe | 
bable, that a ſecond edition hould be rg 


ubli 
the firſt was numerous; but if dess — 1. 


ſuch a demand, I am ſure, your ani 
would enrich and ennoble it. 4 een 
thank you for your reflections on the ſcri 
tures, which are perfectly juſt, and peculiarl 
nimated. I cannot but with, that the vind tal 
of their dignity, and the diſplay of their 
lency, had fallen to your ſhare. This, I truſt 
is a ſervice reſerved for your pen; to be drawn. 
with tenfold energy and ſucceſs, on ſome future 
occaſion. And may you, when called to ſuch an 
important work, be @ veſſel unto honour, Jantifed 
and meet for the Maſter's uſe ! : 
I bleſs God for the juſt notions you form con. 
cerning the Holy Spirit, and the neceſſity of his 
enlightening influences ; without which, the 
ſcriptures will be a ſealed book, and even the word 
of life a dead letter. Men of ſuperior abilities 
too olten lcan to their own underſtanding, and 
rejcct the guidance, the teachings, of the Ho 
Ghoſt. Not becauſe theſe are not mentions 
inſiſted upon, promiſed in the goſpel ; but "4 
cauſe they fancy themſelves capable of compre- 
hending, without any ſupernatural aid, Te 4 
aue Ts Oix But may we, Sir, be ſenſible, ever 
ſenſible, that all our ſufficiency is of God; and not 
bluſh to be the humble pupils of the heavenly 
Teacher, who h:deth theſe things from the worſe and 


ication 
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prudent, but revealeth them unto babes. — I am de- 


ſirous of being taught by the labours of learned 
men; more deſirous of being taught by the writ- 
ten word of revelation : but, amidſt all, and a- 
bove all, to be taught of God; or, as our liturgy 
very boldy, but not improperly, explains the 
prophet, . taught by the inſpiration of God's Holy 
Spirit.” 

I am pleaſed to hear from * *, that you are 
ſituated near that worthy gentleman Dr *, 
whoſe works praiſe him in the gate; to whom 
belongs that noble character, The liberal perſon d- 
wviſeth liberal things; to whom, I truſt, will be 
made good that ineitimable promiſe, in its fulleſt 
extent, By liberal things ſhall he ſtand. They hall 
be his witneſſes at the day of eternal judgment, 
that his faith in Chriſt Jeſus has neither been 
empty, barren, nor dead, — When you have 
the pleaſure of waiting on him, be ſo good 3s 
to preſent him with my moſt reſpeAful compli- 
ments. 

You are not under the leaſt obligation to me, 
for bearing my teſtimony to your late perform- 
ance. It is a debt which I owe, for the deliyht 
I received in peruſing it. I wiſh, it may foon 
come to a ſecond edition: And, if my atteſta- 
tion to its merit is a means of introducing it in- 
to the hands of my readers, I don't doubt, but 
The preſent, 
which you promiſe me, will be very acceptable: 
But, my dear Sir, if you have a family, or your 
circumſtances ſhould not be affluent, I beg y® 
will not think of it. You ſee | follow your ex- 
ample, and ſpeak, not as a new acquaintance, 
but as a boſom- friend. | | 

Should it ever be in my power to do you any 
ſervice, I can ſoggeſt a method, whereby yo! 
might repay, more than repay the favour. That 
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, by taking the trouble of reviſing a little work, 
1 have upon the anvil, and beſtowing up- 
*. your free remarks. A few touches from 
your pen would, if the thing be not incorrigibly 
bd, very much improve it. Had I not ſsen a 
diſplay of your judgment and delicacy, in the 
Obſervations, Zyc. I ſhould not have ajked ſuch 
an inſtance of your friendſhip : wheres now [I 
©.nnot but earneſtly defire it, ſhall highly eſteem 
. and ſhall very thankfully acknowledge it. * 

1 hy might, nor by firength, but by my Spirit, 
faith the Lord. And we may truly ſay, Not by 
polihed diction, or brilliant ſentiment ; not by 
he arts of perſuaſion, or the force of reaſoning ; 
but by God almighty 's bleſſing, our attempts are 
--evalent, and our books ſucceſsful. This is my 
comfart; and this my confidence: as an author, [ 
would aim, fingly aim at the glory of my divine 
Maſter, and the furtherance of his everlaſting 
goſpel. Then I would reſign the iſſue of my 
endeavours wholly to his providence and grace; 
who can, ont of the mouths of babes and ſuck- 
lings, perfect his praiſe. Nevertheleſs, I would 
by no means neglect the recommendations of a 
2 raceful compoſition. I would be glad to have 
the apples of gold, which are the truths of our 
holy religion, conveved or ſet in pictures of ſilver. 
For this we h ve the genius of human nature, 
which, generally ſpeaking, mult be pleaſed, in or- 
der to be profited. For this we have the precedent 
of the wiſeſt of men, who ſought and found out ac- 
coptable words, even when that which was written, 
was the truth of God. Aff it is conſiſtent with your 
other engagements, to oblige me in this very ſub- 
ſtantial manner, — * * who undertakes to tranſ- 
mit this letter, has promiſed to convey a little 
parcel to your hands. 

1 with you, Sir, what the eloquent apoſtle 
ſtyles, * the riches of the full aſſurance of under- 
ftanging; and turning my withes into prayers, take 
my leave, and profeſs myſelf, Rev. Sir, 


Your truly-affectionate 
Friend and Brother, 
J. HERVE x. 


—_ 
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My dear Friend, 

HE apoſtle warns us not to be carried about 
F with every wind of doctrine.— I think, Mar- 
ſhall has anſwered great part of Dr ***'s letter, 
(fee page 96. 97. of the B8vo edition).—Pray de- 
fire Dr ** at his leiſure to ſhew, wherein he 
ſulpects Marſhall to he unſcriptural.—You may 
depend upon it, I ſhall appeal from the Doctor's 
determination, unleſs he ſupports it by ſcripture. 
—The poor and unlearned generally underſtand 
the goſpel better than the accompliſhed ſcholars; 
becauſe it pleaſes God, by the fooliſhneſs + of 
preaching, to ſave them that believe. God long 
480 foretold, that but few would underſtand and 
recerve evangelical truth. bo hath believed our 
"eport ? ſays Jſaiab: Very, very few. To this 
>: Paul adds; Not many Wiſe, not many mighty are 
called — The attributes of the Deity will ſtand 


* Gee Cel. ii. 2. + See 1 Cor, 1. 21. 
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clear from all jut impeachment, if we demon- 
ſtrate, that his doctrine is mot excellently calcu- 
lated, to humble the {inner, to exalt the Saviour, 
and promote filial obedience.—L t the objections 
and miſapprehenſions of ſuch learned and ingeni- 
ous men, teach us to diitrut our own abilit ; 
not to lan to our own underſtandings, but ſeek 
more carneſtly for the Spirit of wiſdom and re- 
velation. 


Dr *** thinks the doctrine delivered in Mayr- 


ſhall's book to be inconſiſtent with ſcripture, and 


repugnant to reaſon, Whereas 1 think it contains 
the very marrow of ſcripture; conſequently is 
reaſon in its higheſt refinement. I daily experi- 
ence it to be the medicine of my better life, or 
the moſt ſovereign means to comfort the con- 
ſcience and purify the heart.—lf the Doctor had 
leiſure, I ſhould be glad to hear what a perſon of 
his fine ſenſe and keen diſcernment could ſay a- 
gainſt my favourite author, 

Have you any author of elegance and ſpirit, 
who has written either a treatiſe or ſermon on the 
ſubject of true holineſs, —its nature, —its neceſſity, 
—its excellency ? If you could furniſh me with 
ſuch a treatiſe, I would endeavour to put his diſ- 
plays of holineſs into Theron's mouth, and Aſpaſio 
ſhould ſhew the manner of acting, all on evange- 
lical principles. Has Alterhury ſaid any thing of 
this kind, or Foſter in his ſermons -I with you 
would ſcarch your own ſtock of ideas. Search 
your moſt admired Arminian writers, and pro— 
duce the noble qualities, the important duties, 
which conſtitute the dignity or the happineſs of 
our nature; and I will undertake, I will attempt, 
at leaſt to point out the expeditious and eaſy way 
to them, all on Mr Marſhalls plan. 

The Doctor is ſtrangely vague in his argumen= 
tation. On the two firſt topics he does little elſe 
but ramble; the laſt he abſolutely miſtakes. I 
© n't affirm that we have ſufficient ſtrength. I 
wonder how he could ſuppoſe this, when he 
„,s it is our perſuaſion, that we have ot 
pc wer ſo much as cordially to will chat which is 
good. But a periuaſion that God will give us 
ſufficient ſtrength, this is the point we plead for, 
the privilege to which we ſtand entitled by the 
goſpel. 

You forgot, my dear friend, to ſend me Jennings 
on original fin.—lf you think Mrs * is in want, 
I will very willingly give her two guineas. Who 
would not give away their ſuperfluities for his 
ſake, who gave his very life for our fins? O! 
that I had alſo ſtrength of body, that I might 
ſpend what is more valuable than gold in his ſa- 
cred ſervice! But forbear, my ſoul, his will be 
done.—l hope God may incline your heart, to 
review thoſe manuſcripts; and ſtrengthen your 
judgment, to diſcern their impropriet:es. I real- 
ly have no fondneſs to appear again in print: 
I had much rather decline, what requires any 
labour of the brain, But ſince I have proceeded 
ſo far in the work, fince there is ſome expectation 
of it, and many prayers put up for it, I cannot 
be eaſy, when 1 offer to diſcontinue it. Do, my 
dear friend, give me à little of your time; take 
ſome pains in my behalf; 'tis the laſt trouble of 
this kind I ſhall ever give you. For ſhould this 


piece be finiſhed, never, never will I attempt an- 
2 


> 
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other. Who knows, but if you help me in this 
work, I may converſe with you, waen I am 
dead ; and perhaps, a very weak hint, from the 
pen of an old friend, may be bleſſed to your com- 
fort, when he 1s gone hence, and no more ſeen ? 
Till then, after then, and for ever, I hope to be 


affectionately yours, 
James HERVEY. 


P. S. Pray let me hear the iſſue of your inter- 
view with the gentleman.—l hope, the God of 
wiſdom and of power will give you an irreproach- 
able conduct, and a decent boldneſs. Why ſhould 
we be afraid of man that ſhall die, and the ſon of 
man that ſhall be as graſs; and forget the Lord our 
Maker, who ſtretched out the heavens, and laid the 
foundation of the earth? Fear not, you have done 
nothing in this whole affair, but what, I am ve- 
rily perſuaded, is pleaſing to him, whole loving- 
kindneſs is better than life. 

Oh ! that it was worth your while to wiſh, and 
that it was ſafe for me to grant, an abſolution of 
my ſentence againſt you ;—but you mult not come 
to hear me ſo long as the ſmall-pox is in your 
town, as many of my people will be terrified at 
your preſence. Tl tell you one good thing, that 
was in our ſermon laſt Sunday; this portion * of 
ſcripture, viz. With the Lord there ts mercy, and 
with him is plenteous redemption. And this, all this 
is for you, my dear friend; and for thee, my 
ſinful ſoul. O! let us receive the bleſſings ; let 
us embrace the bleſſings! For it is our gracious 
Maſter's will, by theſe ſweet, inviting, generous 
methods, to wean us from a deluding world, and 
win us to his bleſſed ſelf.— Adieu. 


C 


Dear Sir, 
V poor father is in ſome reſpects better, 
but he is as weak and helpleſs as ever. 
Moſt of his time paſſes in a kind of doſing ſleep. 
He has no inclination to talk ; takes little notice 
of perſons or things. —I hope, his great work is 
done, his intereſt in Chriſt ſecured, and his ſoul 
ſanctified by grace. For indeed, ſuch a ſtate of 
languiſhing is as unfit to work out ſalvation, and 
lay hold on eternal life, as to grind at a mull, or 
to run a race. Oh! that we all may give dili- 
gent attention to the things which helong to our 
peace, before the inability of ſickneſs, and the 
night of death approaches.— I ſent for the Poem 
on ſickneſs, by Mr Thompſon of Queen's college, 
Oxford; and was ſurpriſed to find it a four-ſhilling 
and ſix- penny piece. It is, I think, a looſe and 
rambling performance; ſome good lines, but a 
great deal of it nothing at all to the purpoſe: not 
comparable in point of elegance, propriety, and 
beauty, to his Hymn on May. However, I would 
not have it depretiated, methinks, becauſe it 
ſpeaks worthily of the Chriſtian religion, and the 
Rock of our hopes, Chriſt Jeſus, | 


Adieu, my dear friend. 


Ever yours, 
James Hemrver. 


* Sce P/al. xxx. 7. 
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Dear Siſter, 

I Hope this will find my father hetter, 
wiſh and daily pray, that the God of c 

laſting compa ſions may comfort him under f, 
ſorrows, may ſanctify his affliction, and * 
him to his health, that he mav recove 7224 
ritual ſtrength before he goes hence, 
more ſeen. 

| ſent my brother ſome books, and hum, 
beſeech the Giver of every good gift, to acc. 7 
pany them with his heavenly blefling ; for eos 
he bloſſes is bleſſed indeed. bs 

I conld be truly glad to hear your complain: 
are removed; ut if they continue, don't he ti 
couraged, — Whom the Lord Ioveth he chaſtiſct; 
God had but one Son without fin, but none with. 
out ſufferings. Oh! that his infinite goodnes, 
may ſanctity your tribulations, that they may be 
a means of weaning you from the world, nd 
bringing you to Jeſus Chriſt ! Then you will one 
day ſay with the p/almiſt, It is good for me thy | 
have been afflicted. I am, &c. 


J. Hervey. 


[ heartily 


r More (yi. 
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Dear Sir, 
1 obſervations are perfectly juſt, and Dy 
Doddridgze's remarks are admirably judici- 
ous ; his alterations are indeed excellent and 
charming. Oh! may they be equally imprefly: 
on me, as I tranicribe them, and on all that m 


hereafter read them! Many moſt ſolid and valuahl: 


corrections has the Doctor already made in my 
little piece, but, in my opinion, theſe are beyond 
them all. I cannot but with he had leiſure, to 
have went through the whole with his improving 
ſtrokes; but, as the buſineſs of his academy an 
miniſtry is ſo various, and ſo important, I canuct 
prevail with myſelf to make ſuch a requeſt. | 
will try, and do the beſt I can, to proceed on the 
plan which he has formed, and to follow /mazy 
licet intervallo} the example he has ſet. Be 6 
good as to make my moſt grateful acknowledy- 
ments; let your tongue ſpeak, for really my pen 
cannot write, how greatly I am obliged to him. 
I will venture to turn, what was uſed formerly 
as an imprecation, into a wiſh and a bleſſing on 
this occaſion, May God do fo to him and more alfi 

—0O |! that our writings may be accompanied 
with the bleſſed Spirit; and that the ſpirit of our 
writings may be operative on our hearts, and ap- 
parent in our converſation | 


Ever yours, while 


J. Hervey. 


LB: T' T FER EL 
My dear Friend, Miles's Lane, Sat. Morn: 
F I am tolerably well, I will wait upor Pr 
C**#* on Tueſday morning.—He has 4 del 
cate genius, and I dare ſay he is an excelle 
phyſician.—Oh that his fine parts may be grafte 


into the true olive-tree, and bring forth av 
unto God.—If Providence permits us to mes 
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1 hope to have ſome evangelical diſcourſe with 
. you could not go to London, without put- 
ing to your heart ſome of your own important 
bh tions, under the heads of ſelf-examination. 
os you indulged yourſelf in needleſs amuſe- 
Gn 10 needleſs diverſions of any kind? Have 
1 employed your time uſefully to yourſelf, or 
py thers ? — My deareſt friend, remember in 
ar book, by whoſe hand ſeveral ſuch like 
oveſtions are written! I fear you have not fo 
a ach as ſpoke one word for Chriſt, fince you 
os entered the metropolis ; though you muſt 
have had ſo many opportunities. Oh! why do 
vou thus bury your ſprightly talents in a nap- 
kin —Edify your neighbours by your conver- 
lation. — What a loſs has Mr ** and Mr K, 
and others of your correſpondents, ſuſtained by 
your forgetting, or diſuſing the language of Zion? 
I have lately purchaſed Lowman's expyition of 
theo Revelations Give me leave to refer you to 
the fifth verſe of the ſecond chapter, Remember 
therefore from whence thou art fallen, and do 
thy firſt works, Pray lend me Lowman on the 
civil government of the Hebrews, which | hear is a 
moſt excellent book, and illuſtrates many obſcure 
alſages in the Bible. 
750 you keep a diary as you uſed to do, a ſe- 
cret hiſtory of your heart and conduct, and take 
notice of the manner in which your time is ſpent, 
and of the ſtrain which runs through your diſ- 
courſe? Do you minute down your fins of omiſ- 
fon as well as of commiſſion, and obſerve the 
frame of your ſpirit in religious duties? Do you 
regiſter your moſt ſecret faults, thoſe faults to 
which none but your own conſcience is privy, 
none but the all- ſeeing eye diſcerns ? And do 
you often review theſe intereſting memoirs? re- 
membering at the ſame time, that for all theſe 
things God will one day call you into judgment. 
Keeping a diary is the way to know ourſelves, 
and of all other preparatives it beſt diſpoſes us to 
prayer, and to ſeek in earneſt after that bleſſed 
Redeemer, who died to fave ſinners, and through 


men 


whom alone we can ever expect to enter the king- 
dom of heaven. 


Adieu my dear friend! — God in heaven 
bleſs and protect you ! I hope to ſee you ere long; 


| and am in the mean time, with true regard, 


Yours faithfully and affectionately, 
James HERVEY. 


— 
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Dear Sir, Weſton, Feb. 3. 1753. 

Am greatly obliged for your repeated favours, 

and truly ſenſible of my obligations. I have 
not acknowledged them ſo punctually as I ought ; 
but I hope you will excuſe this neglect, and a- 
icribe it to the real cauſe, ill health and weak 
{pirits, which cramp my mind, unnerve my 
hand, and make me treſpaſs upon the candor of 
all my correſpondents. Why did I ſay hope? I 
lee you do excuſe me. Of this your laſt letter, 
tranſmitted to Mr Moſes Browne, 1s a clear and 
pleaſing proof, which I ſafely received, and for 
which I fincerely thank you ;—as I bleſs the God 
ef grace, and the Cod of wiſdom, for gtving 
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you ſo friendly a temper, and fo diſcerning a 
judgment. 

The little“ piece which you have fo judici- 
ouſly retouched and improved, was not written 
for public view ; but I thought, after frequent 
prayer to God for direction, and attending to 
the workings of his Providence, it was his will 
that it (ſhould be publiſhed. I was ſenſible of 
its many defects, but upon his almighty power 
I depend for its uſefulneſs ; he can bid even a 
worm threih the mountains, and make his 
ſtrength perfe&, illuſtrious, triumphant, in the 
moſt abje&t weakneſs. Bleſſed be his holy name, 
that the ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, and the advo- 
cates for his ſacred cauſe, have ſuch an arm to 
rely on. If another edition ſhould be required, 
I will take leave to enrich my piece with your 
remarks; and let ine beg of you to favour me 
with your opinion, in relation to ſome additions, 
which [ have occaſionally penned. Page 111. af- 
ter line 22. add, —But what ſhall we ſay to a miſ- 
take in the ſacred chronology,—a palpable miſ- 
take pointed out by his Lordſhip, proved to be 
ſuch by the teſtimony of profane hiſtory, —Sama- 
ria ſaid to be taken by the king of Aſyria, twelve 
years after the Af/yrian empire was no more ?— 
For my own part, I make neither heſitation 
nor ſcruple to reply, if T/azah and Herodotus F 
vary ; if the authors of the Kings, the Chronicles, 
and ſeveral of the prophets, differ from the Greek 
hiſtorians, I am under no difficulty in ſettling 
my judgment, and taking my ſide. When pro- 
fane writers agree with . ſacred, I admit both 
accounts; when they diſagree, I reje& the for- 
mer, and acquieſce in the latter. Nor can I tax 
myſelf with any thing unreaſonable or arbitrary 
in this proceeding : for ſurcly thoſe writers, who 
are able to foretell future events, muſt deſerve 
the preference in relating paſt. Thoſe witneſſes, 
who dwelt on the ſpot, and were perſonally con- 
cerned in affairs, are more to be relied on than 
thoſe who l ved in a diſtant country, and wrote 
in a diſtant age? With regard to the caſe ſpeci- 
fied by my Lord Bolingbroke, I believe the atten- 
tive reader will find the error, not in the ſacred 
chronology, but in his Lordſhip's apprehenſion. 
The kingdom of Aſjjria was not ar that period 
no more; but like the 1; or Scotch crowns to 
the Engliſb, united to the Babylonian : of which, 
when the holy writers treat, they call it ſome- 
times by one name, ſometimes by the other. 

Page 1 5. after eſtabliſhed, —inſert,—** If I/aiah 
„ ſpeaks by divine inſpiration, when he ſays of 
the formidable Sennacherib, The Lord of hoſts 
&« ſhall ſtir up a ſcourge for him, according to the 
* flaughter of Midian ; ſurely that memorable 
defeat, recorded in the book of Judges, muſt 
* be an undoubted fact. Could the Spirit, which 
« is infallible, give ſuch a ſanction to a ſto 
* which was fictitious?” When the ſame Iſaiah 
prays in that elevated and ardent ſtrain, — 4- 


wake, awake, put on ſtrengtb, O arm of the 


* This little piece, was Remarks on Lord Bolingbroke's let- 
ters on the hiſtory of the Old Teſtament, inſerted, above, 
p- 512. &c. . 


+ Herodotus does not differ from the prophet //aiah and | 
the ſcripture-account of the empire of ¶Mria; tis Creſias and 
Juſtin that vary from it. 


* 
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Lord] atonhe as in the aiiciont days, in tbe ge- 
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nerations of old! Art thou wt it, that bad cut 
Rahab, and wounded the dragon? Art thou not tt, 
which hath dried the fea, the waters of the great 
deep ? that hath made the dcpths of the fea, a way 
for the ranſomed to paſs over can we realon- 
ably imagine, that tne prophet would plead lying 
vanities, before the God of truth? that he would 
ground his own and his couatrymens faith, on 
a popular romance; or on wiat iy Lord calls, 
* a purely-human and therefore failible” narra- 
tive 1 
Does not the bleſſed Jeſus deſcribe the man- 
ner, and illuſtrate the efficacy of his own death, 
by the ſerpent liſted up in the wildernels, and its 
all- healing virtue on the wounded /{7ae4ztes £ Does 
not the holy apoſtle coumerate teveral of the moſt 
wonderful miracles, wrought for tae deliverance, 
the preſervation, the chaitiſement of 1/rael ; and 
from theſe occurrences, —deduce the moſt im- 
portant admonitions; urge the molt forcible ex- 
hortations ?—Such references, made by ſuch per- 
ſons, not only ſuppoic, but prove more than bare 
alluſions; they are alſo ratifications ; and demon- 
ſtrate, with an evidence, clear as the wiſdom, 
firm as the faithfulneſs, of an incarnate God, 
that the writers of theſe accounts have neither 
deccived us, nor were deceived themſelves, 
Should it be ſaid, that theſe paſſages are chiefly 
in the My/aical hiſtory, and therefore give no au- 
thority to the other hiſtorical memoirs. I would 
aſk, does not St Paul, Rom. ii. 23. quote a paſ- 
ſage from the book of Kings! docs he not build 
upon the paſſage as a ſure and indubitable truth ? 
does he not dignify the book with what I may 
term, the incommunicable character in writing ; 
and ſtyle it, by way of ſuperlative eminence, the 
ſcripture? Is it not undeniably certain, that the 
Yewwiſh youths, and Timothy among the reſt, —were 
inſtructed in the hiſtorical as well as the pro- 
phetical volumes of the O Teftament ? Does not 
the beſt of judges recommend all thoſe volumes 
to our higheſt eſtimation, by pronouncing them 
holy writings, (#74 y-2v44/z) ? Does he not clearl 
manifeſt their divine extract, when he ſo nobly 
diſplays their divine effects; they are able io make 
thee wiſe to ſalvation, through faith which is in Jeſus 
Chriſt? What then ſhall we think of Lord Bo- 
lingbroke's declaration ? which I could not read 
without grief, and cannot tranſcribe without hor- 
ror. * The Bible- hiſtory appears to every one, 
© who reads it without prepoſſeſſion, and with 
attention, to be nothing more than a compila- 
« tion of old traditions, and an abridgment of 
old records.” In thort, my Lady, the doctrinal 
and hiſtorical parts are indiſſolubly, Sc. Page 
20. line 18. after the word “ vigilance” ; and in- 
ſtead of the eight following lines, inſert, —the 
number of whoſe verſes, —eſpecially in the Pen- 
tateuch—was computed ; and the arrangement 
of the very letters, for the ſpace of many centu- 
ries, known ; whether, before the coming of 


_ Chriſt, the ſpirit of prophecy, which confeſſedly 


exiſted in the Jeuiſh church *, was not ſufficient- 


* This is a fact aſſerted by every ancient prophet, and by al- 


moſt all the ſacred hiſtorians, A fact, confirmed by Chriſt 
and his apoſtles; unanimouſly atteſted by the eulieſt Few!/b 
writers: neither diſproved, nor contradicted, nor ſo much as 


n 


to prevent, or ele ture to detect, an | 
nt pe ; whether, after the doll wry * 
"ur? ng of Chrij 
the jealous winch the Jews and Chriftions i... 
on cach other, was not an unſurmountable bee 
gainſt any material alterations. ; 
Page 21. line 2. after“ compoſition,” ag 
Thougn we ſhould reſcue dur facred bog: 3 
the imputation of ſpurious additions, thi. , 
not, with my Lord at leaſt, either eſtablig. ... 
retrieve their character. They contain, * 
lays, a very imperfect account of the Hasle, 
themſelves, of their ſettlements in the land « 
Canaan, of which by the way they never had 
tire, and ſcarce ever peaceable poſſeſſion.— 
ſacred narrative is a ſummary account of the %,... 
iſh affairs; but is it therefore to be cenſured 254 
imperfect account ? It is an epitome, rather that 
a complete hiſtory ; but has it not all the qualit;., 
of a perfect epitome ? Thoſe particular fag. ,. 
ſelected, which have a more eſpecial reference: 
the intereſts of religion, and the kingdom »f th. 
Meſliah : in which the divine providence is nat 
eminently conſpicuous, and from which manking 
may be molt effectually elified, —Inſtead of sag. 
ing fault with the writers for not being copidus 
when their profeſſed aim was to be conciſe, à +44, 
critic would rather admire the felicity of the;; 
narration ; which, though a foreign luſtory cf 
the remoteſt antiquity, relating to a people ot 8 
the moſt ſingular manners, and peculiar cuſtom 
expreſſed in an abſolute, dead language, and aum 4 
priſed in the ſhorteſt compilſs, is neverthe!e; 
ſo clear, fo intelligible, and fo very latisf2cory, 
But they contain a very imperfect account of 
the 1/rae/it;h ſettlement in Cangan. As it poflibl: 
for a perſon, who has read the book of Jab, to 
advance ſuch a poſition ? Was ever any thing of a 
the kind deſcribed more minutely, or with greu- 
er accuracy? Here we have the general diſtribu- 
tion of the land, and the extent of each particu- 
lar allotment. The borders of the ſeveral diri- 
tions are marked out, as with a line, and theciti:s 
in the ſeveral cantons mentioned by name. In 
ſhort, this whole tranſaction is fo circumſtant- 
ally diſplayed, that ſome readers, agreeing witl 
my Lord in their «difaftetion to the Bible, but 
diametrically oppoſite in their taſte of Iiteratur,, 
have thought it particulariſed even to tediouſae!. 
However, this particularity of deſcription 2 
highly expedient, not oniy to ſuperſede any fu! 
objection, as his Lordſhip has raiſed, but al 
aſcertain, by an nualtcrable ſtandard, the bo! 
daries of the trioes; to prevent any encroach- 
ments upon the inheritance of each other; 2! 
to demonſtrate the wonderful agreement, betwee" 
the ancient prediction of Jacob, the more recent 
prophecy of Moſes, and the ſituation, the limits, 
the produce of the territories, reſpectively alſign- 
ed to the patriarchal families. Jacob foretold, 


queſtioned, by any contemporary author. And if all this dos 
not amount to a proper proof, what proper proof can be gc 
of any tranſaction, that paſſed in a remote age? Va 

The argument mentioned above will receive addition 
ſtrength, if conſidered in connection with that ſolemn chats 
© not to add nor diminith.” Deut. iv. 2. Prov. _ 
and with the cuſtom obſerved by the prophets, of ref.“ 
people for a ſolution of their religious doubts, to the Kare 
word. For would men of the prophetic character oy 
book full of ſpurious ↄdditions? Or would they dircét Wy 
well-diſpojed to uch Fallaciuns guides? 
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LET. CXII. 

| „ ſhould dwell at the haven of the 
oo” Lr actually lay on either ſide of 
= ea of Galilee, and extended to the Mediter- 
. woe — Moſes foretold, that the Lord ſhould 
del between Benjamin's ſhoulders, or the temple 
be placed at the extremity of his borders. But I 
would refer my reader to Gen. xlix. and Deut. 
Xxxiii. In which chapters, compared with the 
diſtinguiſhing circumſtances of the ſeveral tribes, 
he will diſcern a moſt ſurpriſing ſpirit of prophe- 
cy planning out, with preciſion, what was af⸗ 
tetwards determined by lot; and foreſhewing, 
with exactneſs, what was not come into exiſtence. 

The Iſraelites, tis added, never had entire, and 
ſcarce ever peaceable poſſeſſion of the land. This, 
my Lord imagines, muſt imply an inconſiſtency 
between the divine promiſe, and the iſſue of things: 
therefore, to animadvert upon it, he digreſſes from 
his ſubject. But how will his Lordchi p's animad- 
verſion comport with the teſtimony of Jeſbua? 
Juſt as well as light conſiſts with darkneſs, The 
Lord gave unto 1//ael, all the land which he ſware 
to give unto their fathers ; and they poſſeſſed it, 
and dwelt therein. And the Lord gave them reſt 
round about, according to all that he ſware unto 


their fathers, Jo/hua xxi. 43. 44. Is it not de- 
monſtrable, enn Jess topographical draught 
of the country, and from the habitations allot- 
ted to the ſeveral tribes, that they poſſeſſed the 
bulk of the land? What little remained in the 
occupation of the Canaanites, bore no more pro- 
portion to the heritage of 1/rael, than the addi- 
tion of a fringe, or the inſertion of a loop, bears 
to the whole dimenſions of the garment. That 
they poſſeſſed all this, and that they poſſeſſed no 
more, were circumſtances equally conſonant to 
the prophetic declarations of ſcripture. The one 
a punctual execution of the minatory ; the other, 
an evident accompliſhment of the promiſſory. He 
that ſaid to their pious progenitor, Lift up now 
thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art, 
northward, and ſouthward, and eaſiward, and wejt- 
ward ; for all the land which thou ſeeſt, to thee will I 
give it, and to thy ſeed for ever, Gen. X11. 14. 15.3 


for ever, is evidently promiſed, on condition of 


their obedience ; whereas, in caſe of diſobe- 
dience, the very reverſe is threatened, Deut. iv. 25. 
26. ; the ſame ſaid unto their degenerate offspring, 
Elje if ye do in any wije go back, and cleave unto the 
remnant of theſe nations, even theſe that remain a- 


;. mong you; know for a certainty, that the Lord your 


God wiil no more drive out any of theſe nations from be- 


8 ./57cyou, Joſhua xxiii. 12. 13. My Lord muſt forget 


this laſt particular, or negle& to compare it with 
the preceding ; otherwiſe he would have ſeen in 
theſe prophecies and their correſponding events, 
a lignal manifeſtation of God almighty's good- 


nals, juſtice, and faithfulneſs : goodneſs in giving 


what he gave, juſtice in with-holding what he with- 
held, and faithfulneſs in both diſpenſations. 

As for peaceable poſſeſſion, —we have already 
heard the witneſs of Foſhua, a very ſufficient wit- 
neſs, one would preſume, as he was generaliſſimo 
of the Fewiſh forces, and ſ1perintendant-general 
of the affair. However, let us ſearch the records 
of the nation; here we meet with long periods of 
peace, under the government of their firſt illu- 


rious commander, and under the ſubſequent 
Ne XXVII. N 
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adminiſtration of their judges : . The land had reſt 
from war, (Joſhua xiv. 15.) The land had reſt forty 
years, (Judges iii. 11.) The land had reſt eighty 
years, (Judges iii. 30.) We find the ſame face of 
public repole, in the reigns of David and Solomon, 
Aſa and Jeboſbaphat; and not of one only, bur 
of every righteous and religious king ; 'or, if 
peace departed for a ſeaſon, victory ſupplied its 
place, and ſucceſs crowned their arms. The ble. 
ing of national tranquillity, was never promiſed 
to the Mraelites abſolutely, but upon condition of 
fidelity to their almighty Sovereign. Whenever 
they were entitled to it, by virtue of this promiſe, 
and their correſponding obedience, they never 
failed to enjoy it. Whenever they forfeited their 
title, either by revolting to idolatry, or confi- 
ding in idolaters, they were conſtantly puniſhed 
with inteſtine commotions, or foreign invaſion, 
What ſhall we infer from hence? a concluſion 
any way prejudicial to the ſacred annals? No; 
but greatly to their glory. From hence it ap- 
pears, that they are indecd the annals of heaven: 
A regiſter, not merely of politic al conduct, but 
of divine diſpenſations: The awful and impor- 
tant memoirs of a real Theocracy, in which, ac- 
cording to the empharical language of T/aiah, 
The Lord was their fudge, the Lord was their Lau- 
giver, the Lord was their King. 

But theſe facts, my Lord complains, are re- 
lated in a confuſed manner. To which I can an- 
ſwer, We have each reign in the proper arder of 
time. The parentage of the ſovereign is ſpecified, 
and his general character given. We are inform- 
ed at what age he aſcended the throne, and how 
long he ſwayed the ſceptre: who were the e- 
minent perſons, and what the remarkable inci- 
dents, which diſtinguiſhed his government ; how 
he died, and where he was buried. Is this con- 
fuſion ? where then ſhall we look for regular ar- 
rangement ?—Perhaps his Lordſhip means the in- 
terchangeable narration of occurrences, in the 
kingdom of Judah, and the kingdom of 1/rael. 
This, 1 own, 1s obſerved in the latter parts of 
the ſacred hiſtory. But this can no more be cal- 
led confuſion, than the diſpoſition or varying co- 
lours in ſome beautiful piece of moſaic can be 
called irregularity. It is rather a fine contraſt, 
or that pleaſing diverſification in the ſeries of hi- 
ſtorical writing, which my Lord's poetical friend ſo 
juſtly admires in the decorations of a rural ſeat : 


Here order in variety you ſee, 
Where all things differ, and yet all agree. 
POE. 


Page 61. to line 19. ſuppoſe I ſubjoin the fol- 
lowing note. « Toſhua and Samuel wrought 
miracles : Jaiab and Fercmah foretold future e- 
Though it is not abſolutely certain, that 
all the ſacred hiſtorians were prophets, yet it is 
highly probable, from 1 Chron. xxix. 29. This, 
however, is unquellionable, that their writings 
were reviewed and approved by men of prophe- 
tical gifts; and the approbation of ſuch judges 
muſt give a ſanction, little inferior to the autho- 
rity, which their own compoſitions would claim.” 

Page 71. at the top of the page add, - My Lord 
tells us, That the ſcripture-hiſtory contains an 
« account of the diviſions and apoſtaſies, the re- 
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« pentances and relapſes, triumphs and defeats 
« of the Iſraelites, under the occaſional govern- 
% ment of their judges, and under that of their 
kings, and of the Galilean and Samaritan cap- 
« tivity,” Whether this is mentioned by way of 
derogation, let the judicious reader determine. 
I would beg leave to obſerve, that theſe occur- 
rences, related in the ſcriptural manner, with a 
continual regard to the ſuperintending hand of 
Providence, are ſome of the moſt weighty and 
intereſting materials, that can enrich the hiſtori- 
cal page. None ſo well calculated to teach na- 
tions, to admoniſh kings, and improve poſterity, 
—His Lordſhip might have ſaid, with the ut- 
moſt veracity ; and, I think, in common juſtice, he 
ought to have ſaid : They contained alſo the molt 
unparallelled inſtances of national ſucceſs, and 
erſonal achievements; the moſt beautiful and 
affecting pictures of virtue, delineated, through 
all its branches, in a multiplicity of living cha- 
racters; than which nothing can be better ac- 
commodated to excite the attention, and charm 
the imagination ; to touch the heart, and impreſs 
the paſſions ; to inflame them with the love, and 
mould them into the image of univerſal holineſs. 
Here we behold a people always deſtitute of 
cavalry, the main ſtrength of the battle; yet al- 
ways a match, and more than a match, for their 
moſt powerful adverſaries, ſo long as they main 
tained a dutiful reliance on their God: A people, 
who left their frontiers naked and defenceleſs, at 
three ſtated ſolemnities in every year; yet never 
were invaded at this critical juncture, by their 
moſt vigilant enemies, ſo long as they perſiſted in 
obedience to their almighty Protector: A people, 
whoſe very land, as well as its inhahitants, was 
wonderful; both the ſcene and the ſubject of mi- 
racles : for, after five years unintermitted tillage, 
(which, one would imagine, ſhould have exhauſted 
its prolific powers), it yielded conſtantly a double 
increaſe, in order to ſupply the demands of the 
ſucceeding year; when, by the divine appoint- 
ment, all was to lie fallow and uncultivated.— 
Here we behold men of ſuch ſingular and exalted 
piety, that they walked with God, and were 
tranſlated into the realms of glory, without paſſ- 
ing through the gates of death : Men of ſuch un- 
daunted courage, that they have rebuked princes, 
confronted angry monarchs, and ſmiled at the 
ſevereſt menaces of a tyrant, whoſe bare frown 
has made the world to tremble : Men of ſuch he- 
roic abilities, that one of them has ſlain hundreds; 
another of them has put his thouſands to flight; 
and both by the moſt contemptible weapons: A 
third without any weapon, has given chace to 
the roaring lion, and the ranging bear; and rent 


them to pieces, or ſmitten them to the earth: 


Men, that have been empowered to ſhut or open 
the ſluices of the ſky ; have commanded the 
ground to expand her horrid jaws, and ſwallow up 
the living; or bid the grave unlock her adaman- 
tine doors, and reſtore the dead : Men, who have 
walked amidſt the burning fiery furnace, as com- 
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Ez*.CX1n, 
heaven; no ear has heard related b 

annaliſt or biographer whatever ; wid; 
they are the very ſanctity of truth, yet ſack: « 
never entered into the imagination, even of 2 
mance itſelf to conceive. Aſe now of the days "xy 
are paſt, which were before thee, fince the s . 
God created man upon the earth ; and aſk from o 


whether there 

been any ſuch thing, as theſe great things pe 
hath been heard like them, Deut. iv. 32. Thi. 
though ſpoken of the miracles wrought in Eo, 4 
and the wonders manifeſted in the wildernet: » 
applicable to almoſt the whole tenor of the ſeri . 
tural hiſtory. My remarks, &c. F 

Your opinion with relation to the precedins 
paragraphs, will be received as a favour, and at. 
tended, I hope, with a blefſing.—l find, I am 
blamed, for animadverting on his Lordſhip's ſtyle 
(page 36.); for not giving his Lordſhip the title 
of Noble, not treating him with a reſpe& due tg 
his dignity. I have treſpaſſed, it is farther alle. 
ged, again.t the rules of candor and benevolence 
page 33. 34. and page 68. I know you have 2 
arge ſhare of patience, may the Lord Jeſus (of 
whoſe fulneſs his ſaints receive, even grace for 
grace), multiply upon you, both this, and ever) 
other fruit of the Spirit! Pray, what do you ap- 
prehend to be the preciſe meaning of St Paul's ex- 
preſſion tx mirews eig wien. — Rom, 1. 17. From faith 
to faith, as tis tranſlited. 

I thould be much obliged, if you would let me 
know, what are ſo ne of the moſt valuable books, 
which you have met with on various: ſubjects of 
importance? hat little treatiſe is moſt proper 
to put into the hands of illiterate people? what 
are (ome of the moſt judicious and improving 
compoſitions in biography ? — what the moſt 
ſound an4 weighty authors, that might be recom- 
mended to a young ſtudent in divinity ?—You ſee 
I am always in the begging ſtrain ; the language 
of my letters, is like the horſe-ieech's two daugh- 
ters, Give! give — All I can do, by way of re- 
turn, 1s to beſeech the King immortal, inviſible, 
the only wiſe God, to give you all ſpiritual bleſſ- 
ings in heavenly things.—To do this, with all the 
ability which God ſhall beſtow, will be as truly 
pleaſing to, as it is juſtly due from, | 


Dear Sir, 
Your much obliged, 
and very affectionate friend, 
James HExRvEY. 


— 


L ET T E R CXIII. 


Dear Sir, Weſton-Favell, May 19. 1753. 
Have lately been ſomewhat buſied in preparing 
a ſermon to be preached before the clergy, at 
our archdeacon's viſitation : and to my weak 
nerves, and languid ſpirits, a little buſineſs 1s 2 
toil. A commentator, with whom I wiſh you 
may long be unacquainted, has taught me the 
meaning of Solomon's deſcription, The graſiboppel 


poſed in their ſpirits, and as ſecure in their per- ſhall be à burden. 


ſons, as if they had been taking the air in ſome 
calm, ſequeſtered, ſhady bower. In a word, here 
is a detail of ſuch marvellous things, as no eye 
hath ſeen performed in any other nation under 


This, I hope, will apologize for my delay, 
in anſwering more fully your laſt very obliging 
favour.— More fully, I ſay, becauſe, in 2 forme! 
letter, I acknowledged the receipt of a parc 
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with your remarks. Let me once more, dear 
Gir, return my ſincereſt thanks for thoſe judicious 
and delicate obſervations. They are ſo valuable, 
chat I cannot but be very deſirous to have the 
other parts of my propoſed work, undergo the 
ame ſcrutiny, and receive a poliſh from the ſame 
hand. If this kind office will not too much in- 
terrupt your Own ſtudies, give me a permiſſion 
to ſend another packet; and withal a direction, 
how I ſhall tranſmit it to you moſt expeditiouſly. 

You will eaſily perceive, from ſeveral hints, 
perhaps, from the whole tenor of my writing, 
that your new friend 1s, what people would call, 
a moderate Caluiniſt. Your ſentiments, in ſome 
particulars, may differ from mine. Freely ob- 
ject, where- ever this is the caſe: I aſſure you, I 
can bear, I ſhall delight to have my notions fift- 
ed; nor am I ſo attached to any favourite ſcheme, 
but 1 can readily relinquiſh it, when ſcripture 
and reaſon convince me it is wrong. When I 
fee wiſe and learned men forming opinions differ- 
ent from mine, I hope, it will make me diffident 
of my own judgment; teach me © not to lean to 
my own underſtanding ;” and prompt me to ap- 
ply more earneſtly, for that blefſed Spirit, whoſe 
office it is, to lead into all truth, 

1 ſhall be glad to hear, that the work you have 
in hand is going on with expedition. What a 
privilege will it be, and what a diſtinguiſhing fa- 
your, if the great eternal God vouchſafes to make 
uſe of our pens to bring any glory to his name, 
or impart any ſpiritual good to his people! To 
no occaſion is the wiſe man's exhortation more 
applicable: Whatſoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with all thy might ; for there is no work, nor device, 
nor knowledge, nor wiſdom, in the grave, whither 
thou goeſt. —k have a treatiſe entitled Dr Hildrop's 
huſbandman's ſpiritual companion; but never read 
a page in it, nor ever heard a character of it. l 
h ve a diſcourfe upon the ſame ſubject, amon ſt 
the writings of Mr Flavel; it is a long time ſince 
1 law it, and then I only dipped into it, fo that I 
cannot pretend to give a character of it: only J 


think, in general, that Flave/ abounds with fine 


ſentiments, exalted piety, and his language, for 
the moſt part, is expreſſive and beautiful, 

Poſſibly you will wonder that I ſhould have 
had the treatiſe you inquire after ſo long, and not 
have peruſed a ſingle page of the book; and you 
juſtly might, in caſe I had bought it: but it came 
to me by inheritance. My ſtudy 1s compoſed of 
the books that were collected by my father and 
grandfather : among which there are multitudes, 
that I ſhall continue a ſtranger to, as long as I 
live, though they ſtand at my right hand and my 
left every day. I want to be better acquainted 
with God's holy word, — to have its ineſtimable 
truths lodged in my memory, —its heavenly doc- 
trines impreſſed upon my heart, that my tem- 
pers may take their faſhion from it, that my 
private converſation may be ſeaſoned with it, and 
my public miniſtrations enriched by it.— Thus, 
dear Sir, may the word of Chriſt dwell in us 
richly ! 

Will you give me leave to lay before you a plan 
of the work ? (part of which has already received, 
and the remainder humbly requeſts, your impro- 
"1g touches) ;—vzz. Sincere obedience not ſuffi- 
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cient for our juſtification.— The deſign of God's 
law, to convince of fin, and bring to Chriſt.— 
Some farther objections urged and anſwered *: 
the whole ſummed up. Our friends part, but* 
agree to correſpond. — Theron more attentivel 
obſerving his heart and life, is convinced of his 
guilty (tate; and begins to ſee the neceſſity of a 
better righteouſneſs than his own ; deſires to ſee 
what can be alleged in ſupport of the imputation 
of Chriſt's righteouſneſs. —This occaſions ſome 
letters from Aſpaſio, wherein the point is proved, 
from the articles and homilies of our church; 
from the writings of our moſt eminent divines ; 
from the Old and New Teſtament,—The excel- 
lency of this righteouſneſs diſplayed, both from 
its matchleſs perfection, and the dignity of the 
author.—A letter or two from Heron, by way of 
carrying on the epiitolary intercourſe, relating to 
the wonders of creation, as they appear both in 
the ſea, and on the land; chiefly calculated to 
maniteſt the goodneſs of the Creator, not with- 
out a view to the main ſubje&t.—The influence of 
this righteouſneſs on moral virtue and evange- 
lical holineſs. — Our friends brought together 
again. Theron, under diſcouraging apprehen- 
ſions.— The freeneſs of grace, and of the gift of 
righteoutne(s.—Diſcourſe on faith, by which we 
are united to Chriſt, andint-reſted in his righteouſ- 
neſs.— The noble, beneficial, and delightful uſe 
to be madle of this doctrine. Theron relapſes in- 
to fins of infirmity ; his faith ſhaken; ſupports 
proper for ſuch a ſtate.—Sanctification; its na- 
ture, its principles, its progrels.—A/pafio ſeized 
with a ſudden and faral illneſs; his ſcatiments 
and bchaviour in his laſt moments. 

Theſe, dear Sir, are the ſtamina of my intend- 
ed piece. Oh! that he, who educes ſo many 
millions of elegant leaves, lovely flowers, and 
graceful plants, from the ſeeds of ſpring, may 
enable this enteebled hand to dilate, fill up, and 
finiſh the whole! 

As {91 as I conclude this epiſtle, I write to a 
very ingenious friend of yours. Witch whom, 
ſeveral years ago, I had begun to form an ac- 
quaintance; but my departure from Oxford, and 
other accidents, interrupted the intercourſe for 
ſeveral years. And I was informed, to my un- 
feigned ſorrow, that Mr *** was dead. But a 
letter lately received from him, moſt agreeably 
undeceived me, and brought a very welcome o- 
verture for a renewal of our correſpondence. 
God almighty grant, that all our ſocial com- 
munication may be a happy means, not only of 
cheriſhing our affection, and refining our taſte, 
but alſo of quickening our love to the bleſſed Je- 
ſus, and animating our zeal for his ſacred in- 
tereſts ; or, as the apoſtle expreſſes my wiſh, with 
an energy which no language but his own can 
reach, that they may be ſubſervient and effectual 
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One or two articles I forgot, in exhibiting to 


you my plan. But this * will direct where they 
are to be introduced —** The corruption of our 
«© nature, demonſtrated, firſt from ſcripture, 
« then from experience, Between which, to 
« relieve or entertain the reader, is inſerted a 


* Sce 1, 5. from the bottom. | * Sce I. 3. from the rops 
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& dialogue on the admirable formation and 
„% economy of the human body.“ — The viſita- 
tion-ſermon I mentioned in the beginning, tho' 
perfectly plain and artleſs, is in the preſs. It 
will wait upon you in the next parcel, as ſoon as 
I have the favour of your anſwer. It is printed 
for the relief of a poor afflifted child, as a ſhort 
advertiſement will inform the world. The per- 
ſon, to whoſe management it is conſigned, in- 
forms me, that he. has given orders for an im- 

reſhon of two thouſand ; beſides a hundred 
and fifty, which I have beſpoke for mylelt. 


Would this circumſtance recommend it to your 


beneficent and worthy friend Dr ***? I may now 
no longer look upon it as a diſcourſe delivered 
by me, but as an agent for the miſerable, and 
an advocate for the diſtreſſed. I ſhould there- 
fore be very glad, and much obliged, if he would 
(in caſe he approves the performance) purchaſe 
ſome of them, in order to give away. Of this 
he may be aſſured, that, by every one, of which 
he ſhall ſo diſpoſe, he will do a real act of cha- 
rity to a diſeaſed and crippled youth ; and I ſhall 
not ceaſe to pray, that the God of infinite good- 
neſs may accompany the * piece, with his di- 
vine bleſſing, and make the gift an act of ſpiri- 
tual charity to the reader's ſoul.— Be pleaſed to 
preſent my moſt reſpectful compliments to the 
Doctor; and give me leave to expect, not a line, 
but a ſheet filled with your thoughts. Then 1 
ſhill promiſe myſelf one thing more, that you 
will, in the ſpeed of your favours, as well as in 
the worch of its contents, exceed, greatly ex- 


cced, Dear Sir, 
Your truly-affectionate, 
and very much obliged friend, 
James HEeRvey. 
LE: 368K: ASE. 
Dear Sir, Weſton-Pavell, Aug. 18. 1753. 


Have now procured ſome franks; and leſt the 
want of this vehicle ſhould retard the delight 
and improvement, which I always receive from 
your correſpondence, I take leave to incloſe one. 
Tis for your uſe, but my benefit. 
I received the parcel, and owe you my thanks 
for the preſent. I wonder, that you ſhould be 
backward to gratify Mr **. Certainly, you have 
truth on your ſide. The arguments are nervous 
and concluſive; clearly and (for the moſt part) 
conciſely ſtated, urged with propriety, and a be- 
coming warmth ; yet without any of that wrath 
of man, whith worketh not the righteouſneſs of God 
bur rather (for I apprehend, there is a ##wJ in 
the expreſſion) obſtructs its advance, both in our- 
ſelves and others. If 1 was in your caſe, I would 
let my arrow fly, as far as Providence is plea- 
ſed to carry it: and | beſeech the bleſſed God to 
proſper it, that it may give a mortal blow to er- 
ror, and co-operate with his own holy word, in 
being profitable v Now I mention Mr 
*, pray let me deſire you to aſk, when you 
write to him again, whether he received, ſome 


* His ſermon, intitled, The Croſs of Chriſt the Chriſtian's 
glory, inſerted, above, V. p. 495. &. _ 
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months ago, a letter from me. If it m. a 

L (hall with pleaſure ſupply its place 3 
ther: for, though I have now hut very few Frog 
reſpondents, and my enfeebled conſtitution wil 
allow me to write but few letters, I thall ftrj 
hard to keep up an intercourſe with thoſe gendle. 
men, from whom I expect to have my taſte of 
fined, or my mind improved. And among thas 
number I reckon Mr *. | 

I ſhall fincerely rejoice to hear, that your ey. 
is {trengthened, and your health confirmed. Hos 
valuable are theſe bleſſings ! eſpecially to tho 
who employ them for the honour, and devote 
them to the ſervice of Chriſt II with you ha 
taken minutes of what you ſaw moit remarkþ!. 
in your tour through Meſimorelund and Cubis. 
land. A deſcription of thoſe counties would be 
very acceptable to us, who inhabit a more regu- 
lar and better cultivated ſpot. Deſcribed in your 
language, and embelliſhed with your Imagination 
ſuch an account might be highly pleaſing to all; 
and grafted with religious improvements, miohe 
be equally edifying.—>uch kind of writings bit 
the preſent taſte. We don't love cloſe thinking 
That is moſt likely to win our approbation, which 
extenuates the fancy, wichout fatiguing the at- 
tention. Since this is the diſpoſition of the age 
let us endeavour to catch men by guile; turn even 
a foible to their advantage, and bait the goſpel- 
hook agreeably to the prevailing taſte.—In 2% 
ſenſe, Become all things to all men. 

Permit me to aſk, Whether you have yet ſeen 
Withus de conomia faederum — l wiſh, for my 
own ſake, that you was ſomewhat acquainted 
with this author ; becauſe, if you ſhould be in- 
clined to know the reaſon and foundation of m 
ſentiments on any particular point, * Yitfus might 
be my ſpokeſmin; he would declare my mind, 
better than 1 could myſelf, 

Converling ſome time ago with a very ingenious 
gentleman, he made an obſervation, which 1 
think is new and curious; J ſhould be glad of 
your opinion, whether you think it rational and 
ſolid. It was upon thoſe words, Baue. Irene 
enter 505 75 XElgw!s Heb. vi. 2. This paſſage 18 ge- 
nerally ſuppoſed, eſpecially by the writers of the 
eſtabliſhed church, to denote the ſacrament cf 
baptiſm, and the rite of confirmation.—With re- 
gard to the latter, my friend queried, whether 
the practice of confirmation can be allowed to 
conſtitute one of the fundamentals ( of Chri- 
ſtianity ?—With regard to the former, can it be 
ſhewn, that the apoſtle, in any other place, calis 
the ordinance of baptiſm gie,, in the plural 
number ?— May not then the clauſe more proper- 
ly refer to two eminent Jeuiſh uſages; the various 
purifications made by waſhings, and the impoli- 
tion of hands on the piacular victims? The one 
of which repreſented a purity of heart and life; 
the other was expreſſive of a tranſlation of pu- 
niſhment from the offerer to his ſacrifice. Then 


wie have ſignified, in language familiar to the He- 


brew, and by images with which they were per- 
fectly acquainted, the ſanctification of the Spirit, 
and the ſubſtitution of Chriſt in our ſtead, — What 
ſeems to corroborate this conjecture is, the vaſt 


' 
»A tranſlation of this favourite author of Mr Hervey * 
was publi:hed ionic years ago. | 
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importance of theſe two articles. They are th: 
= grand diſtinguiſhing peculiarities of the Chri- 
tian ſcheme : without them, every treatiſe upon 
fundamentals mult be extremely defective. 

am much pleaſed with your remark on a cer- 
tain learned“ “k. The heart ſurely ſhould be 
engaged in the preacher's office, as well as the 


head.— 
a ons, then, the Pagans of the ſoul? 
ro on baptiz'd ? alone ordain d 


To touch things ſacred.? 


t apoſtle was fervent in ſpirit, as well as 
— CR 3 He beſeeches, conjures, and 
He adds pray ers to his en- 
When he rea- 


cogent 1 


charges his people. 
treaties, and tears to his prayers. 


ſons, conviction ſhines; when he exhorts, pathos 


glows. May your diſcourſes, dear Sir, be ſtrong 
with the one, warm with rhe other, and by both he 
happily inſtrumental, to turn ſinners from * dark- 
neſs unto light, and from the power of Satan unto 
Cod, that they may receive forgroeneſs of fins —We 
have very Wet unkindly weather tor the harveſt, 
May it teach us all to ſee our dependence on that 
divine hand, which giveth rain from heaven and 
fruitful ſeaſons. May it ſtir us up to long more 
ardently for that inheritance which 1s incorrup- 
tible, as well as undefiled |! whoſe character 1s 
perfection, and whoſe duration is eternity, In- 
to this, dear Sir, may. you, and many of your 
hearers, many of your readers, in due time, have 
an abundant entrance! and there find, as a mo- 
nument of mercy, and a trophy of redeeming 
grace, Your truly- affectionate friend, 

James HERVE x. 


—_— 
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Weſton, October 28. 1753. 

ND muſt I reſume my correſpondences ? 

Does my dear Mr * join with ſeveral 
other friends, to render me inexcuſably rude, if 
| negle& writing any longer ?—Then, with the 
divine aſſiſtance, I will again take up my pen, 
though an inceſſant ſeries of infirmities has wore 
it to the very ſtumps; for which reaſon I had 
thrown it aſide, with an intention to continue 
flent, and inactive, as a dead man out of mind. 

To make ſome reparation for my paſt negli- 
gence, I acknowledge your late favour without any 
delay. Yeſterday I received it, and to-day 1 an- 
ſwer it; even though I might juſtly plead weari- 
neſs, as an excuſe for a dilatory conduct.— I have 
this afternoon been preaching to a crouded au- 
dience—The Lord Jeſus Chriſt grant it may be 
an edified one! You would be ſurpriſed, and I 
believe every body wonders, that I am able to 
officiate for myſelf. I am ſo weak, that I can 
hardly walk to the end of my pariſh, though a 
ſmall one; and ſo tender, that I dare not vifit my 
poor neighbours, for fear of catching cold in their 
bleak houſes z yet I am enabled, on the Lord's 
day, to catechiſe, and expound to my children in 
the morning, and to preach in the afternoon. 
And every Wedneſday evening, hay-time and har- 
veſt only excepted, I read prayers, and give them 


— — 


: See Acts xxvi. 18. 
NOXXVII. 


637 
a le ure - ſermon ia Veſton church. This is the 
Lord's doing, or, as your favourite book expreſſes 
it, this is owing to © the good hand of my God 
* upon me.“ Join with me, my dear friend, in 
adoring his grace; and pray, that if my life is 
ſpared, my capacity for his ſervice may be pro- 
longed; that; if it be his bleſſed will, the day which 
puts an end to the one, may put a period to the 
other. 

[ thank you for your news from the Weſt. I 
aſſure you, it is highly pleaſing to hear, eſpecially 
concerning the proſperity of my old acquaintance. 
[ often think of them, and with deep regret, for + 
my unprofitableneſs amongſt them. Blefled be 
God tor ever and ever, that both they and I may 
have a better righteouſneſs than our own. May 
we all grow in grace, and ere long meet in glory ! 

You need not doubt, but it is a pleaſure to my 
heart, to remember, in my beſt moments, that 
valuable and valued friend, with whom I have 
frequently took ſweet counſel on earth, and with 
whom I thall quickly be admitted into the heaven 
of heavens ; there to behold the glory, the incon- 
ceivable and eternal glory of him, who loved us 


both, and has waſhed us from our fins in his 


own blood. 

God has been pleaſed to pity the poor youth, for 
whoſe relief the viſitation- ſermon I preached at 
Northampton was printed. Through his good pro- 
vidence an edition of two thouſand is diſpoſed 
of; beſides a ſupernumerary proviſion of two 
hundred, deſtined to the uſe of my pariſhes, Nay, 
the manager for the diſtreſſed object, is venturin 
upon another edition. See, dear Sir, if God will 
bleſs, who can blaſt? If he will further, what 
can obſtruct ? A feather, a ſtraw, if he pleaſes 


to command, hall be a poliſhed ſhaft in his qui- 


ver. Truſt not therefore in eloquence or argu- 
ment, in depth of thought or beauty of ſtyle, both 
which are confeſſedly wanting in the preſent caſe; 


but tru/t ye in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord 


NJebovab is everlaſting firength. 


I am ſurpriſed, that any attendant on the * * 
of * * * ſhould inquire after my ſermon, unleſs it 
was to criticiſe, cenſure, and expoſe. Becauſe 
there was really given too much occaſion, both 
to his ** and all his friends, to reſent what 
ſome time ago I ſeemed to have done. In the 
midit of the controverſy between the ** and the 
*, there was put into the * Journal a para- 
graph from a letter of mine, conſiſting of a pretty 

igh encomium on Mr * * . As though 1 
ſhould, unchallenged and unprovoked, ſtep forth 
to confront your *; or ſhould think to bear 
down a *#* objections by my ſingle authority. 
— This was allo inſerted in the moſt offenfive 
manner ; not as an extract from a private epiſtle, 
without the conſeut or knowledge of the writer, 
but introduced as my own act, and ſubſcribed 
with my own name. | 

I have found no reaſon to retract one jot or 
tittle of what was ſaid. And God forbid, that 1 
ſhould be aſhamed of that incomparable miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt; than whom I know no man on 
earth, who has more of the amiable and heavenl 
ſpirit of Chriſt. Nor do I remember to have 
met with, in all my reading, a perſon, fince the 
days of miracle and inſpiration, ſo eminently 
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zealous, or ſo extenſively uſeful. Yet to obtrude 
his character on the public, at ſuch a time, and 
with ſuch circumſtances, had ſuch an air of 
officiouſneſs, ſelt-conceit, and arrogance, as muſt 
neceſſarily diſguſt others, and is what I would 
abſolutely diſavow. 

This, I afterwards learned, was done by a 


well-meaning and moſt pious man; but, in this | 


articular, very injudicious. It is much to be 
deſired, that religious perſons may have wiſdom 
with their zeal ; eycs in their wings, that, as far 
as is conſiſtent with the exerciſe of integrity, 
and the diſcharge of duty, we may give no of- 
fence, neither to the Jew, nor to the Greek, nor 
to the church of God. 
Accept my fincereſt thanks for your promoting 
the ſpread of my ſermon; and continue your 
rayers for its enfeebled author, that if the moſt 
high God vouchſafes to employ him in any other 
work for the honour of his dear Son, he may be 
enabled to find out acceptable words, and that 
which is written may be words of truth, 
My affectionate compliments wait upon Mrs 
n. May you and yours dwell under the de- 
{ence of the Moſt High, and abide under the ſha- 
dow of the Almighty !—I am, dear Sir, 
Moſt cordially and inviolably yours, J. H. 


» 
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Dear Sir, Weſton, May 5. 1754. 
OME time ago, Mr Moſes Browne was ſo kind 
as to tranſmit to me three of your letters, 
which gave me both pain and pleaſure.— Pain, to 
think how I had neglected to cultivate ſo va- 
luable a correſpondence ;—pleaſure and improve- 
ment, from the peruſal of your truly-judicious 
remarks on Mr Kennicott's performance, and Mr 
| Goadby's attempt. The latter, lam afraid, 1s not 
ſenſible of the great importance, and no ſmall 
difficulty of writing a proper comment on the 
whole Bible. 
tolerable juſtice, a book ſo very ſublime, ſo vaſt- 
ly comprehenſive, ſurely ſhould be the work, not 
of a few months or years, but of his whole life, 
were his abilities ever ſo diſtinguiſhed, I ſhould 
be extremely ſorry, to ſee that glorious gift of 
heaven come abroad into the world, - with ſuch a 
collection of remarks, as might be more likely to 
depretiate, than miniſter to its univerſal acceptance. 
You are pleaſed to mention my intended work, 
and to offer your kind aſſiſtance: an offer, which 
I affure you I highly value: I defire nothing ſo 
much, as to have the ſame impartiality of criti- 
ciſm exerciſed upon my manuſcript, as you have 
beſtowed upon the aformentioned writings. When 
my piece has been enriched by your corrections, 
and if it receives your imprimatur, it ſhall go to 
the preſs without delay, as there is a likehhood 
of a large demand for the work, both at home 
and abroad. This conſideration makes me timo- 
rous and diffident, eſpecially as my inceſſant in- 
firmities and unconquerable languors render me 
fadly unfit for the ſupport of ſo weighty and ſo 
grand a cauſe. If it was not for ſuch a declara- 
tion in the word of truth and life as this, — Not 
by might, nor by ſtrength, but by my Spirit, ſaith the 
Lord, I ſhould totally deſpair of any ſucceſs.— 


0 


To explain and illuſtrate with any 
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Excuſe, dear Sir, this haſty ſeribble; 
the feebleſt of all hands, 


Jeſns's ſervice ; and pity a man, whoſe head aches 


LzT,CXVv1 
ſtrengthen 


engaged in the divine 


while he writes to you; and heart almoſt 
when he writes for the public ; 
all his weakneſſes, 


Your very ſincere and much obliged friend, 


James Hervgy 


nolt fails, 
but is, amidſt 


1 
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My dear Friend, Weſton-Favell, May 20, 1754. 


OUR letter was good news from a far coun. 
try, and made doubly welcome, by a long 

bee g ſilence, and by the valuable hand that 
rought it. | 

Mr ** gave me his company one afternoon 
We talked of Chriſt Jeſus and his beloved mini. 
ſter at *. Oh ! that our converſation may be e- 
* and build us mutually up in our moſt 
holy faith He was fo obliging, as to preſent 
me with the picture of the late worthy Dr —. | 
hope, when | view it, I thall be reminded of the 
inſcription of Sennacherib's ſtatue; Es 4s 7h way 
worBne , Or rather, that it will addreſs me 
with the apoſtle's admonition ; Be ye not flothful 
but followers of them, who through faith and þa- 
tience inherit the promiſes.” 

Mr ** has hkewile tranſmitted to me ſeven of 
your ſermons, fix on common, one on ſuperfine 
paper. For the latter I ſincerely thank you; for 
the former, I deſire you will give me leave to pa 
you. I propole to gratify and oblige my friend 
with them; and it ſeems utterly unreaſonable, 
that I ſhould be generous at your expenſe.—l ad- 
mire and applaud your noble reliance on God and 
his providence ; and, were you a fingle man, ! 
would not offer to interpoſe a prudential hint. 
But, perhaps, the other amiable parts of your- 
ſelf, may not have the ſame ſteady and triumph- 
ant faith, For their ſakes therefore it may be 
adviſable, to take the ant for a pattern, and lay 
up ſomething againſt a rainy day. 

I heartily wiſh, that good providence, on 
which you depend, may ſpread your piece, and 
proſper it in the world. Sure you ſhould ſuffer 
it to be advertiſed in ſome of the principal news- 
papers. I dare ſay, you deſire, you covet, you 
are ambitious to do good, and be extenſively uſe- 
ful. As this then is a commodious open door, 
let not my friend's modeſty or ſelf- diffidence ſhut 
It. 

I have no deſire to reconcile you, dear Sir, to 
ſyſtems, human ſyſtems of religion; I know o- 
ther devout and godly perſons, that diſlike them. 
They have been ſerviceable to my ſoul; and when- 
ever I read them, I think, they are bleſſed to my 
improvement and comfort : only let us all concur 
in prizing the bleſſed book of God. May we 
enter into its treaſures more and more, and ſhe 
abroad the ſweet ſavour of its doctrine in eve!) 
place! Above all, my dear Mr *, may we new 
ceaſe to teſtify of him, who is the Alpha and O- 
mega of the ſcripture, and the ſoul and centre * 
the whole Chriſtian religion; who is, by infinite 
degrees, the moſt grand and amiable repreſents 


* Whocver looks on me, let him worſhip God. 
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tive of the eternal Godhead to the church; and 
the only ſource of pardon and acceptance, of 
wiſdom and goodneſs, of grace and glory, to the 
jever. 

48 to find that you take in good part my 
very 3 remarks, and very feeble attempts to 
criticiſe. Indeed, I did not doubt but you would. 
I ſend two or three manuſcripts, and beg of 
you to exerciſe the ſame frankneſs of admonition, 
and the ſame impartiality of cenſure upon them. 
. My bookſeller tells me, it cannot be compriſed 
in leſs than three volumes. nave always had 
an averſion to ſo diffuſive a work. Many will 
not have ability to purchaſe them; many not have 
leiſure to read them ; and to ſome, I fear, the very 
fight of three volumes would be like loads of 
meat to a ſickly or ſqueamiſh ſtomach. Yet I 
cannot contract the work, and reduce it to the 
ſize of two, without omitting thoſe parts, which 
are intended to entertain the reader, keep him in 
good humour, and allure or bribe him to go on, 
What would you adviſe ? 

[ have not ſeen Lord ***'s works, And ſince 
their character is ſo forbidding, their tendency fo 
hurtful, I ſhall not 3 to ſee them, I don't 
queſtion, but the great Phyſician will provide an 
antidote for this poiſon, and the almighty Head 
of the church will enable his diſciples to tread on 
ſuch ſerpents. 

I am this day a priſoner in my chamber, and 
write in much pain. Bleſſed be God for that 
world, where all tears will be wiped away from 
our eyes, and there will be no more pain. And 
bleſſed be God for a Saviour, who is the way to 
thoſe happy manſions, and the door of admiſſion 
into them.—O ! that every thing may lead my 
dear friend and me more and more to Chrift. In 
him alone peace, and reſt, and true joy are to be 
found. 

[ ſend Letters vill. ix. x. xi. and Dial. xv. xvii. 
Do, my dear Sir, improve, poliſh, and enrich 
them. And if God almighty bleſſes them, if 
our adored Redeemer vouchſafes to work by them, 
I will thank you, not only in theſe regions of fin 


throne of the Lamb, and amidſt the angels of 
light. Till then may the Father of mercies keep 
you as the apple of his eye, and make you a po- 
liſhed arrow in his quiver. Believe me to be, 
dear Sir, —your ſincere, obliged, and 
affectionate brother in Chriſt, J. H. 
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Dear Sir, Weſton, May 30. 17 54. 
1 I received your valuable letter. I 
thank you for the comfortable prayer; it 
exactly ſuits my circumſtances ; may I be enabled 
to breathe it from my very ſoul in faith, and ma 


t enter into the ears of the God and Father of 
dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Pray make no apology 
for the length of your letter. Whenever you 
Wour me with an epiſtle, the more you ſuffer 
your pen to enlarge, the more you will oblige 
and improve your correſpondent.—l wiſh you ſuc- 
bels in finiſhing your chronological and hiſtorical 
treatiſe, and ſhall be much pleaſed to peruſe it. 
Your ſolution of the difficulty in As vu. is 


nere 


and mortality, but when I meet you before the 


What that means, which our Lord 
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very ingenious, and ſubſerves the purpoſes of 
picty. But do you think the patriarchs would 
inter the Sichemites in a burying-place that be- 
longed to a ſtranger ; and not rather depoſit them 
in their family-vaults, or the ſepulchres where 
their anceſtors lay? I ſhould be glad to ſee the 
ſequel of your diſſertation concerning the fallen 
angels.—I ſend herewith four of my Dialogues, 
—which I beg of you to examine with a kind ſe- 
verity. I do aſſure you, I can bear to receive 
cenſure from a friend, and will kiſs the lips that 
adminiſter it, eſpecially when it is intended to 
preſcrve my attempts to further the glorious goſpel 
from the contempt of the public. I will ere long 
ſend you in a frank a general view of my plan, 
which, in the execution, is become too prolix ; 
and cannot be comprehended in leſs than three 
volumes, of the ſame ſize with the Meditations, 
unleſs ſome judicious friend will help me to cur- 
tail and abridge.—I am very * . to pu- 
bliſh a work conſiſting of three volumes; I appre- 
hend, this will obſtru the ſale not a little. Be 
ſo kind as to ſerve my eſſays as you have treated 
Mr Goadby's expoſitory notes; take the pruning- 
knife, and freely lop off the luxuriant parts, 
Your notes on Taylor of Norwich I return with 
thankful acknowledgments ; you will ſee what 
uſe I have made of them.—I had penned more 
animadverſions upon that piece, but upon a review 
I found they would ſwell the work too much. I 
have a note, Dial. iv. page 4. that is directly to 
the point ; would you adviſe me to retain it? I 
had expunged it. I have directed the printer to 
reſtore it, but h tanter hoc.—You will receive 
half a dozen of a little collection of ſcripture- 
promiſes *, which I lately printed in two ſmall 
bits of paper, chiefly for the poor, to be paſted, 
one at the beginning, the other at the end of 
their Bibles, or indeed of any pious book. — Per- 
haps you may know ſome, to whom ſuch a pre- 
ſent, though minute, may be welcome. As ſoon 
as you return theſe manuſcripts, if I have your 
approbation, I purpoſe to employ the preſs. In 
the mean time, it ſhall be my prayer to God, 
that he may give you a right judgment in all 
things.—Your moſt affectionate, 


J. Hervey. 
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My dear Friend, June 12. 1754. 
O you wonder, why I have not acknowled- 
ged the receipt of your laſt? Indeed it de- 
ferved a moſt ſpeedy and a moſt grateful acknow- 
ledgment; but I was unwilling to interrupt your 
thoughts with freſh inquiries. Your thoughts, I 
hope, have been employed, in diſcovering the 
Rev. Dr ***'s miſtakes, and in teaching him, 
ve as the 
commiſſion to his miniſters, Preach the goſpel. 
received your preſent from Mr ; but I 
ſhall not want any memorial of your friendſhip, 
ſo long as you will give me leave to conſult 
about difficult paſſages in ſcripture; and theſe 
memorials, I aſſure you, will not be tranſient; I 
ſhall carefully preſerve them; and when ther 


This collection, is inſerted above, p. 533. 
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number and ſize is a little more increaſed, ſhall 
form them into a volume, which will be more 
valuable to me, than any book in my ſtudy. 

The anecdotes of your own life are very wel- 
come ; if you could add others, they would be 
ſtill more pleaſing. As you are well acquainted 
with ancient hiſtory, have you met with any ac- 
count of the four monarchies ? conciſe, taking in 
only the moſt memorable and ſtriking facts; and 
ſtill more particularly calculated to explain the 
prophecies of ſcripture, and demonſtrate their ex- 
act accompliſhments. This, with a ſuccinct de- 
tail of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the di- 
ſperſion of the Jeus, would, I think, be a very 
pretty hiſtorical furniture for young minds, 

I think all your criticiſms pleaſe and improve 
me, that only excepted, which relates to 1 Cor. 
ix. 24, While I was writing this, Mr PIX, 
the bearer, came in; for which reaſon, you will 
give me leave, for the ſake of enjoying his com 
pany, to conelude ; only let me add, that I pur- 
pol., it I live till the beginning of next week, to 
finiſh what | intended to ſay, in a letter by the 
poſt ; which very probably may anticipate what 
now comes from, dear Sir, yours, &c, 


„ T 


Dear Sr, 

Think one guinea is full enough for giving 
I away to a perſon, whoſe character we are 1g- 
norant of, There are too many (do/et dictum I 
to whom an alms in the way of money, is on! 
an adminiſtration of fuel to their luſts. Not that 
I preſume to fix ſuch a charge upon the preſent 
petitioner; yet this conviction makes me cauti- 
ous, where I have no aſſurance of the perſon's ſo- 
briety. Had it not been for his father's worth, 
I ſhould have almoſt thought it my duty to have 
ſhut my hand, till I received ſome more fatistac- 
tory recommendation. We are ſtewards of our 
Maſter's goods, and diſcretion is requiſite in the 
diſcharge of ſuch an office, as well as fidelity. 

I fancy, my dear friend, you did not take no- 
tice of an unbecoming expreſſion, which dropt 
from your lips, while I fat at your table. You 
was a little chagrined at the careleſineſs of your 
ſervant, and ſaid to him with ſome warmth, 
„ What! in the name of God do you mean?“ 
uch expreſſions from your lips, will be much 
obſerved, and long remembered. I need ſay no 
more ; you yourſelf will perceive, by a moment's 
reflection, how faulty they are in themſelves, and 
how pernicious they may be to others. May the 
god Lord pardon and deliver you from evil |— 
and may both of us more frequently meditate on 
this important text, Set a watch before our mouths, 
and keep the door of our lips ! 


Ever yours, while 
JAMES HERVEY. 
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My dear Friend, Tune 14. 1754. 
Efore this can reach your hands, you will, 
B in all probability, have ſeen Mr P***, He 
1s really an ingenious gentleman, has a lively ap- 
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prehenſion, a penetrating judgment, as well , 
a large ſhare of reading. May the almighty $ as 
rit vouchſafe to ſanctify thoſe endowments ; * 
make our interviews, not an occaſion of ambiti- 
ouſly diſplaying our talents, but of building u 
one another in our moſt holy faith! I can hard. 
ly agree to my friend's propoſal, for altering the 
tranſlation of 1 Cor. ix. 24 May it not he an 
incitement to the utmoſt diligence ? 5. 4, The 
contenders know, that, though many run, yet 
one alone can receive the prize. Therefore the 

exert all their ſtrength and all their ſpeed, ewe 
hoping and each ſtriving, to be that diſtinguiſh. 
ing happy one: do likewiſe do ye; or may it not 
be an encouragement, drawn from the proſpect of 
general ſucceſs ? g. d. How much greater reaſon 
have you to run the Chriſtian race? Since not 
one only, but all may receive the prize of your 
high calling.—Of theſe interpretations the for. 
mer ſeems moſt ſuitable to the tenor of the a. 
poſtle's diſcourſe, What do you apprehend to 
be the preciſe ſenſe of that expreſſion, «5+ w a7, 
Sehn f, Col. ii. 10. Is our tranſlation exa@? 
Or ſhould it be rendered, Ye are filled with hin 
filled by him ? filled with wiſdom, holineſs, G. 
I was reading P/2/. civ. and a doubt aroſe con- 
cerning the meaning of thoſe expreſſions, —H- 
layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters—11: 
maketh the clouds his chariot, Does the pſalmiſt 
intend to ſignify the ſame thing by waters and 
clouds? Or by waters does he mean ſomewhat 
different from the fluid, which compoſes the 
clouds? H-4b:;gant finds fault with our tranſla- 
tion of IRAN, Dure et incredibiliter Arias, conti- 
gnavit aquis; he would correct it according to his 
ui] way, by altering the original, Nos legimus 
DIDAN, cooperiens : Sic legunt, præter Syrum, o- 
n in Polyglottis.— What think you of the word 
Nad, verſe 19. going down ? Is that all, which 
the ſun knows or obſerves; would not that be x 
very imperfect diſcharge of his office ? May not 
the original phraſe denote his going, his circuit, 
his whole journey ? Comprehending, not only 
his ſetting, but his rifing, his meridian, and all 
his ſtages; together with his paſſage from one tro- 

ic to another, and his diſtribution, not only ef 
day, but of ſeaſons alſo, through the various re- 
gions of the globe?—ryn is this word rightly 
tranſlated /eaſons By ſeaſons we generally mean 
the four grand diſtributions of the year into 
ſpring and ſummer, autumn and winter. But 
theſe, you know, are neither occaſioned by the 
influences, nor regulated by the appearances ol 
the moon Il could be glad to ſee, from your 
critical pen, a correct tranſlation of this fine pſalm; 
together with ſuch remarks, as may explain what 
is difficult, and illuſtrate what is beautiful. Next 
Saturday 1 hope to ſend your manuſcript. In 
the mean time, let me promiſe myſelf a fe- 
membrance in your prayers, and expect the fr 
vour of a letter, which will be thankfully te- 
ceived and highly valued by, 


Dear Sir, 
Affectionately yours, &. 
.J Hears 
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Dear Sir, Weſton, June 21. 1754. 
Efore this arrives, I hope my parcel, tranſ- 
mitted according to your direction, will 
have reached your hands; and my Dialogues will 
have received the free correction, and the friend- 

ly improvements of your pen. 5 
As, through my many and repeated infirmities, 
had long diſcontinued, and have often intermit- 
ted my intended work, I am informed from Lon- 
In, that the abettors of the Socinian ſcheme have 
been pleaſed to triumph in my diſappointment; 
imagining, that, through fear or inability, I had 
laid aſide my deſign, and inſinuating, that I had 
changed my principles, or was conſcious of the 
weakneſs of my cauſe, From theſe gentlemen, 
if my eſſay ſhould appear in public, it may ex- 
ect a ſevere examination, and probably a violent 
attack. I hope your friendſhip will anticipate 
their inveteracy ; and remove thoſe blemiſhes, 
which might give them a handle for cenſure, or 
a ground for inſult. My prayer for my kind cor- 
rector is, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe ſa- 
cred honour and precious intereſts are concerned, 
would give him the fpirit of wwiſaom and under - 
landing, the ſpirit of counſel and of might ; crx 
DN wi. Is there not a peculiar force and 
beauty in this laſt metaphor ! How would you 
develope and ſet it forth to common view? I 
have juſt had occaſion to conſider that remark- 
able expreſſion in Pſalm xv. D822 1I'%2 ID ; me- 
thinks, the Bible-tranſlation docs not recommend 
itſelf; to my judgment I am better ſatisfied, 
and more edified with the verſion uſed by our 
liturgy ; only it ſeems not to have preſerved the 
ſtrength of the original. However, I will ſay 
no more upon this point; becauſe, if I live te 
ſend another packet of probationary manuſcripts, 
you will ſee my ſentiments on this particular in- 

corporated with the work. ET 

What is your opinion, as to publiſhing three 
volumes? Mr Moſes Browne and another friend 
pronounce in the affirmative ; though I am much 
afraid that this circumſtance will clog the ſale. 
—There are ſeveral pieces that are a kind of ex- 
curſion from the principal ſubject, calculated to 
relieve and entertain the reader, yet not without 
adminiſterfag ſome ſpiritual benefit. A whole 
dialogue upon the wonders of wiſdom, power, 
and goodneſs, diſphyed in the contrivance and 
formation of the human body. Two or three 
letters, pointing out the traces of the ſame grand 
and amiable attributes, in the conſtitution of the 
earth, the air, and the ocean. Theſe I am a- 
iraid to lop off, leſt it ſhould be like wiping the 
bloom from the plum, or taking the gold from 
the gingerbread. To you I ſay gmgerbread, 
though I would not ſay ſo to the public; for I 
really think, the taſte off the preſent age is ſome- 
What like the humour of children :—Their milk 
muſt be ſugared, their wine ſpiced, and their 
neceſſary food garniſhed with flowers, and enrich- 
ed with ſweet-meats. In my next, I hope to 
lay before you a ſummary view of my whole 
deſign, 1 forget whether I incloſed in my laſt 
one of the little collection of ſeripture- promiſes *, 


See above, p. 533. 
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which I cauſed lately to be printed, tor the be- 
nefit and comfort of my people. I would have 
them paited into their Bibles; and may the God 
of all grace command them to he mixed with 
faith, and ingrafted into their hearts. If I have 
already deſired your acceptance of one, theſe I 
now ſend may be for your friends. I fancy, a 
ſhort but lively diſcourſe upon each of the eight 
heads, and the texts ſelected, might, atter they 
have been committed to the memories .of the 
people, be acceptable, and what the apoſtle calls 
a word in ſegſon.— Angry at the length of 
* your letters!” No, dear Sir They are, as 
Tully faid of Demoſthenes's orations, The long- 
er the more valuable. -I am 


Your obliged friend, 
J. HERvEy. 


_— 


Er 
My dear Friend. 


Hank you for ſending the cuts deſigned for 
T the Bible. All my hope with regard to 
them, is, that they may remind ſome beholders 
of the tranſcendent excellency of the ſacred wri- 
tings, 1 propoſe by the next poſt to write to Mr 
. I would very willingly preſent him with my 
picture, as you defire it; but I really think, my 
picture, if much better done, is not worth a frame. 
And, I own, I don't much like giving away, 
what ſavours more of vanity than benevolence. 

Can't you get alittle leiſure to peruſe part of 
my intended work? I have, for a month or fix 
weeks, been proſecuting it in earneſt. I have ſent 
four of the Dzalogues, tranſcribed by my amanu- 
enſis. Do ſteal a little time from the multiplicity 
of your medical engagements, to examine them; 
retrench, where I am redundant ; clear up, where 
I am obſcure ; polith what is uncouth,—l hope 
Mr *** will do me the ſame favour; and may 
the God of wiſdom give both my friends and me 
a right judgment in all things,—lI have ſeen Mc 
***'s anſwer. God be praiſed, that I had no oc- 
caſion fer controverſy.—lI have not ſeen Mr Mo- 


** 


Jes Browne this many a day. The laſt time he 


was with me, he talked about reprinting his Sun- 
day-Thoughts, and adding a third part which he 
had finiſhed, and which completes his ſcheme. 
I would have the three parts printed in a neat 
pocket- volume. Have you read his Poem on the uni- 
verſe ? I think it is the moſt pleaſing, and indeed 
the beſt thing he ever wrote.—lI hope, the God 
of heaven will ſmile upon his endeavours, and a- 
nimate us all to labour in his dear Son's cauſe, 
and proſper the labours, which he himſelf excites. 
And if God will proſper, who ſhall obſtruct ? 7f 
he will work, who can let it? My dear friend, let 
our eyes be ever looking unto the hills, from 
whence cometh our help: To that omnipotent 
Being, who ſtretched out the heavens, and laid 
the foundations of the carth ; to that all-gracious 
Being, who ſpared not (unparallelled, ſtupen- 
dous goodneſs \ {pared not his own Son, but freely 


gave him up for us both. Oh! that we may 


dearly love him; firmly truſt in him; and deſire 
nothing ſo much, as to know him now by faith, 
and after this life have the fruition of his glorious 


1 
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Godhead, To his everlaſting compaſſions I com- 
mit my friend ;—and am inviolably yours, 
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James HERVE. 
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Dear Sir, Weſton, Fuly 8. 1754. 
OUR favour of June 28. is now before me, 
and demands my ſincereſt thanks; and mine, 

I aſſure you, are of the ſincereſt kind. I am ſen- 
fible, it is not in every one's power to do ſuch 
acts of kindneſs ; and if Providence vouchſafes to 
ſmile upon my eſſay, they will be of the moſt 
laſting, the moſt extenſive, and the moſt import- 
ant nature. If I live till next Saturday, I pro- 
poſe to tranſmit to you ſix more of the Dialogues, 
which will open a new field for your friendly 
hand to weed, cultivate, and improve. Exerciſe 
the ſame benevolent ſeverity upon them, and 
continue to retrench, as well as to reform. 

I am obliged for your criticiſms ; and oh! that 
I may be emboldened by the extract from your 
intended work. No man, I believe, ſtands in 
more need of ſuch encouragements than myſelf. 
Timorous by nature, and made abundantly more 
ſo, by along ſeries of unintermitted languors, and 
a very debilitated conſtitution ; for which reaſon, 
[ promiſe myſelf, you will commend the writer 
and his attempt to that great I HñOVAH, in whom 
is everlaſting ſtrength ; and for your kind aſſiſt- 
ance, I ſhall think myſelf bound to praiſe his 
adorable Majeſty ; and to pray, that he would f 
you with all wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtanding ; 
that you may walk worthy of the Lord, unto all plea- 
ſing, being fruitful in every good work, and increafing 
in the knowledge of God. 

I will, fince I have the concurrence of your 
judgment, and I hope the guidance of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, determine upon three volumes.— 
How long do you apprehend it will be, before 

our chronological and hiſtorical piece will be 
finiſhed ? I hope it will abound with expla- 
nations of ſcripture, and be rich with ſhort but 
ſtriking improvements. May you continually 
enjoy that unction from the Holy One, which 
teacheth all things! And oh! that its precious 
influences may deſcend upon,—dear Sir, 
__ Your much obliged, 
And truly affectionate friend, 
James HERVE x. 
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Dear Sir, Fuly 13. 1754. 
| Hope my laſt letter, PR 1 3 8 
1 of a parcel to be tranſmitted to you, is in your 
hand. Here are fix Dialogues. May the everlaſt- 
ing and wonderful Counſellor enable you to ſearch 
them as with a candle, and make them ſuch as 
he will condeſcend to bleſs! I have dropped ſeve- 
ral obje&ions and anſwers ; yet, I fear, too many 
are ſtill retained. A multiplicity of objects diſſi- 
pates the attention either of the eye or the mind, 
—Are what the painters call the two unities pre- 
ſerved? one principal action and one grand point 
of view, in each piece? Does Theron Peak 
enough; or with ſuch weight, and ſuch a ſpice of 
the /al Atticus, as might ſuit his character) Here 
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and there a touch of wit or genteel ſatire in hi 
I think, would be graceful, eſpecially, in ” 4 
firſt part, before he is brought to a conviction of 
his guilt. I hope you will not only find out all 
the faults, but that you will point this arrow 
and trim its feathers; and may the arm of the 
Moſt High launch it, that it may be the arrow 
of the Lord's ſalvation. I am, dear Sir, 
Affectionately and gratefully yours, 


James Hzrvgy 


Z 
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Dear Sir, Weſton- Favell, Auguft 27. 1754. 
Have read part of your chronological many. 
I ſcript *,—and I bleſs God for giving you ſuch 
a 1 and comprehenſive mind, To con- 
feſs the truth, it is beyond my power to follow 
even in thoſe reſearches, where you have ur. 
mounted the difficulties, and cleared the way; 
but there are many things, which I underſtand, 
and with which I am delighted ; inſomuch that, 

if you don't intend to publiſh it, I ſhould ye 
much deſire a copy of it. But what ſhould hin- 
der the publication? Why ſhould not the learned 
world be improved by what is profound, and the 
whole world be edified by what is eaſy ? I have 
no acquaintance in this neighbourhood, who is 
verſed in chronological inquiries, and capable of 
judging of your computations and arguments: o- 
therwiſe I would obtain for you his opinion. Mr 
Moſes Browne (author of the Sunday-Thoughts) 


will gladly peruſe it.— Will you excuſe me, tho 


I add no more? A gentleman waits for me below, 
to tranſact an affair of which I underſtand but 
very little; he is come to take my parſonage- 
8 in order to plough them for woad, an 
erb much uſed by the dyers. May proſperity 
attend his plough ; but above all may it attend 
yours and mine, which would open the ground 
for the ſeed of the everlaſting goſpel. I am loath 
to miſs a poſt, loath to defer my thanks for your 
laſt very valuable favour, otherwiſe you would 
not be put off with ſuch a haſty ſcrap from, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt obliged and affectionate, 


James HERVEY. 


— 1 


EN 


SIR, October 2. 

Have peruſed the greateſt part of Dr Hodges 
Elibu. Tis wrote, I think, in a maſculine 

and noble ftyle; is animated with a lively ſpirit 
of piety; and urges, with a becoming zeal, 
ſome of the grand peculiarities of the goſpel. |! 
hope, it will prove a bleſſing to both the univer- 
ſities; and be a means of teſtifying, to both thoſe 
learned bodies, the truth as it is in Jeſus —Deat 
Mr ** has been gone from us almoſt a fortnigh!- 
What a burning and ſhining light is he! Burn- 


* The manuſcript which Mr Hervey here takes notice of 
is called. A ſhort chronicle of the moſt remarkable events, 
* from the beginning of the world, to the building of Solo- 
« mon's temple.” In which chronicle the difficulties in chro- 
nology are cleared up after a new manner; and the auth” 


has ſtrove to enliven his piece by a great number af marginal 
references. 


my 
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ing with miniſterial zeal, and ſhining in all holy 
converſation.— I hope, our dear friend ***'g ſer- 
mon was attended with a bleſſing; and may the 
pleſſing be greatly increaſed by the 8 
May the drop become a river, and the river be- 
come a ſea !—I was yeſterday with five or fix 
oung ſtudents, and this day with three ingenious 
"entlemen of the laity, two of whom are acquaint- 
od with the Hebrew. Our converſation turned 
wholly upon that ſuperexcellent and delightful 
ſubject, the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom 
he has ſent. Oh ! may that almighty Being, who 
has every human heart in his hand, ſanctify our 
diſcourſe to our eternal advantage !—And let us, 
my dear friend, talk for him, write for him, and 
live for him, who died for our fins, and is riſen a- 
gain for our juſtification. —May his Spirit be your 
continual guide, and his favour your everlaſting 

portion Ever yours, while 
JAMES HERvEyY. 


— 
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Dear Sir, 
H E gentleman who verſified part of my 


Meditations is Mr Newcomb of Hackney. I 

thought it exceedingly well executed; much ſu- 

erior to his ode on the final diſſolution of the 
world, which he has fince publithed. 

As to Biſhop Fowler's Deſign of Chriſtianity, he 
has, as far as I have read, good ſenſe, clear lan- 
guage, and ſometimes fine ſtriking ſentiments. 
But I moſt cordially embrace the propoſition, viz. 
„ That faith juſtifieth only as it apprehendeth 
« the merits and righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt,” 
which he moſt peremptorily “ condemns. —Pleaſe 
to caſt your eye to the fifth line of the next para- 
graph; (the Biſhop's words are,“ Imputation of 


« Chriſt's righteouſneſs conſiſts in dealing with 


« lincerely-righteous perſons as if they were per- 
e fectly ſo, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt”) ; and 
compare his © fincerely-righteous perſons,” with 
St Paul's declaration, Rom. iv. 5. that Chriſt juſtifi- 
eth the ungodly. When you have peruſed and con- 
ſidered Biſhop Fowler's treatiſe thoroughly, pleaſe 


to let me have it again; eſpecially as you and Mr 


H 


r apprehend he has given better directions 


tor the attainment of true holineſs than Mr Mar- 


Hall. —Thanks for young Mr Ci 's ſermon. 
He is a corre& writer, but wants the main thing, 
«* Chriſt is all in all.” He cither forgets, or un- 
derſtands thoſe words, in a manner very different 
from my apprehenſion. Mr G——/ has much 
good ſenſe, but to me his ſermon reads flat: in 
his diſcourſe likewiſe I wiſhed to have ſeen more 
of our Immanuel's glory.—I am, Ge. 


lm. 
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Dear Sir, Weſton, October 20. 1754. 
Received the parcel ſafe, and deſire to bleſs 
God's providence for not ſuffering the ma- 
nuſcripts to be loſt in their paſſage, as they had 
like to have been; and to thank my kind friend 
for his judicious remarks.— Herein is incloſed 
dialogue xvi. I durſt not venture to commit this 


. See the whole paſſage, page 160. of the third edition, 
page 190. of che fourth edition. | 
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to the preſs, without ſubmitting it to your cor- 
rection. Dear Sir, examine it with a critical ſe- 
verity ; and may he whoſe eyes are as a flame of 
fire, enable you to diſcern and rectify what is a- 
miſs.—It is, as you will eaſily perceive, a ſubject 
of the laſt importance. Oh! that, in handling 
it, I might be à workman, that need not be aſha- 
med.—Pardon my ſcraps of anſwers, to your large 
and valuable letters. I hardly know how to get 
a moment's leiſure, ſo very intent am I now on 
the publication of my book. I have not been 
able, for want of time, to read over this tran- 
ſcript ; I hope, the copier has not made any great 
miſtakes. Be ſo good, dear Sir, as to favour me 
with your remarks on this manuſcript, as ſoon as 
you poſſibly can; you need not return it, onl 
ſend me your remarks. But you will pleaſe to 
preſerve this, for fear of an accident happen- 
ing to the other copy. 
I am, dear Sir, 
Yours moſt affectionately, 


J. H. 


c © 


My dear Friend, Thurſday Noon. 
Am glad Dr C** got time, and took the 
I trouble of overlooking the manuſcripts. He 
as the judgment of a critic, and the freedom of a 
friend. Moſes Browne is perſuaded by the bookſel- 
ler to print his poem on the unzverſe, and his — 
thoughts in one volume and intends to entitle it, The 
works and reſt of creation ; with the addition of ſome 
more particular, explicatory, and ſubordinate title. 
I objected to this general title ; made a query, whe- 
ther it was ſtrictly proper; or, if proper, whe- 
ther ſufficiently ſignificant ? Inſtead of it, I pro- 
poſed, The works of creation, and reſt of the Sab- 
bath. 

Dr Gill ſhall tell you my ſentiments, in relation 
to Mey on the perſeverance of the ſaints. Both 
their pamphlets on this ſubject I ſend you. Whe- 
ther his replies and interpretations in the firſt 
part are ſound and fatisfatory, judge you; the 
conſiderations ſuggeſted in the latter part, I think, 
are full of weight, rich with conſolation, and 
worthy of a place in our memories and in our 
hearts: may our own meditation fix them in the 
one, and the Spirit of our God implant them in 
the other | 

I am entirely of your opinion with regard to 
Staynoe on ſalvation by Feſus Chrift generally 
very prolix, and ſomewhat tireſome to the reader ; 
yet his ſtyle is good, nervous, and beautiful, 
Prolixity, I find, is an epidemical fault among 
writers; the cenſure I paſs on him, rebounds on 
myſelf : ſave me from this miſconduct, by lop- 

ing off my redundancies. I have not looked 
into Staynoe for a great while; when I reviſe him 
again, you ſhall have my ſentiments concerning 
his doctrine; which, ous excellent in the main, 


is not, I apprehend, perfectly conſiſtent, nor e- 


vangelical throughout.--I have ſeen Mr **'s verſes 
on Dr ***'s character; I am apprehenſive / inter 
nos} that it will rather depretiate, than exalt the 
Reverend Doctor's credit, _— readers of a 
goſpel-ſpirit. There are indeed the /ales Attici, 
but where are the /a/es evangelici What ſays our 
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lively friend *** ? Þ think, he is the Caleb of our 
fraternity. Caleb ſignifies all heart. His name 
and nature correſpond, Did not he warm you 
with his zeal? Oh that we may glow with love 
to him, who bled for love of us ll have received 
a letter from our dear friend on the American con- 
tinent. He mentions you in particular, and your 
late gueſt. Love, cordial love, he tranſmits to 
you both. We believe him, when he makes a 

rofeſhon of kindneſs; and why are we ſo back- 
ward to believe the more repcated, more ſolemn, 
and infinitely more faithful aſſurances, which the 
ſcripture gives us of our Redeemer's love? Let 
us bluſh and be confounded for our unbelief, and 
may the Lord of all power and grace help our un- 
belief ! 

Ever yours, J. H. 


P. S. Certainly our friend judges right in not 
acting as a juſtice of peace, unleſs he would ſub- 
mit to the fatigue of acquainting himſelf with 
our national laws. A ſtudy, which is, if I right- 
ly judge, which I am ſure would be to my taſte 
of all others the moſt jejune and irkſome. Not 
ſo the ſcriptures! God has, in tender indulgence 
to our diſpoſition, ſtrewed them with flowers, 
dignified them with wonders; enriched them 
with all that may delight the man of genius, and 
make the man of God perfect. May we, as new- 
born babes, deſire the hncere milk ot the word; and 
grow--grow thereby in knowledge, grow in faith, 
grow in love, in holineſs, in every amiable and 
happy accompliſhment. Don't you practiſe that 
excellent rule, of ſelecting for meditation each 
day a text of ſcripture? As to publiſhing the firit 
volume of Theron and Aſpaſio before the others 
are ready, I really know not how to act. May 
the God of unerring wiſdom vouchſafe to di- 
rect, tor his dear Son our glorious Interceſſor's 


ſake ! 


— —— 
—_— „ 
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Reverend and dear Sir, Weſton, Aug. 12. 1754. 


J Received your favour from J/{mgton, and ac- 
[| knowledge myſelf indebted to you for a pre- 
ceding one from Scotland. I am both to you, and 
to other of my worthy correſpondents, quite an 
inſolvent; yet truſt my many infirmities, in con- 
currence with your candor, will plead my excuſe. 

I called myſelf an inſolvent ; but I ſhall, ere 


long, make one public effort to pay from the 


preſs, all my debts of an epiſtolary nature; the preferments, he employs as a faithful labourer, in 


payment, I confeſs, will not be in the very ſame 
ſpecie, but it will bear the ſame image and ſu- 
perſcription, not Cæſur's, but Chriſt's, This will 
recommend it to my correſpondents, and not only 
beſpeak their kind acceptance of it, but eng-ge 
their cordial prayers in its behalf. Do, my dear 
Sir, remember my poor enterpriſe, when you 
call upon him who is omnipotent ; he can bid the 
wounded come againſt the fortreſs, and the lame 
take the prey. Unleſs he ſuccour, unleſs he ſup- 
port, what can impotence itſelf expect, but to 
- miſcarry in the attempt, and be a laughing-ſtock 
to the enemy? but | read, and this encourages 
me, It is not by might, nor by flrength, but by my 
Spirit ſaithb, the Lord. 
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did not know till yours informed me th: 
Mc ** was gone to his long, and I truſt to fl 
happy home. O that we who ſurvive, may h a 
our aifetions fixed there, where our God and E 
viour reſides, whither our friends and relati A 
are removed | me 

[ with you and your ſpouſe much joy in each 
other, but much more in Chriſt Jeſus. A; th 
bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, ſo may E 
Lord your God rejoice over you both. Let "up 
beg of you to preſent my affectionate ſalutationg 
to good Mr G Aiſurc him, that my ſilence 
did not proceed from any indifference to his 
friendihip, or diſeſteem for his work ; but I wa; 
much indiſpoſed. I had nothing to communicate 
and to have written in ſuch circumſtances, wol 
been burdenſome to me, and unſerviceable to 
him. My reipecttul compliments atend My; 
O—, your ſpouſe, and yourſelf; and I entreat 
your united prayers for, dear Sir, 


Your ſincere friend, 
and brother in Chriſt, 
James Hervey 


P. S. The incloſed collection of ſcriptural pro- 
miſes, are a little preſent which I make to my 
people. They are intended to be paſted, one at 
the beginning, the other at the end of religious 
books. Perhaps ſome of your friends may not 
diſdain this ſpiritual no{ezay, becauſe, though lit- 
tle, it is culled from the garden of God. 
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Dear Sir, Weanejday Morning. 

Was lately favoured at VMeſton with a viſit from 
the Rev. Mr W *** of T***, who is indeed 

a molt excellent man, much of a gentleman, and 
ſeems well to deſerve the character he hears: 
there is ſomething in him very engaging, yet 
very venerable.—During our converſation, I felt 
a kind of reverential awe on my mind, blended 
with more than fraternal affection. How old is 
he? By his looks he appears to be paſt forty. 
What a reproach is it to our men in power, nay 
to the nation itſelf, that ſo valuable a perſon ſhould 
at this time of life be no more than a country-cu- 
rate ?--But he, good man! diſregards the things of 
this world. —That time which too many of his 
brethren ſpend to the diſgrace of their function, in 
worldly compliances, and hunting after church- 


the vineyard of Chriſt; and pays all due obedience 
to the apoſtle's important injunction, Redeem time! 
How would ſome of the primitive biſhops hate 
ſought after a man of his exemplary piety ; and 
have given him every mark of their real eſteem: 
Sed tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur in illis. 

I am much pleaſed with the account of the it- 
ligious ſociety at 7—, of which Mr — is the 
founder and preſent director. — Tis an admirable 
plan ! I would have endeavoured (had my heal 

ermitted my attendance) to have formed one ? 
the ſame kind at Northampton. I heartily w 
ſo uſeful an inſtitution was more knoux, 4 
well eſtabliſhed in all the principal towns in tþb 
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kingdom; as I am perſuaded ſuch a ſociety mutt 
be productive of great good, and in ſome degree 
revive the drooping intereſt of Chriſtianity, where- 
ever it was prudently managed. — V e had in this 
neichbourhood a religious atembly, of which I 
myſelf was * a member; but no one could be ad- 
mitted, who did not underſtand Greek, as the 
chief deſign of that meeting was to improve each 
other in ſcriptural knowledge, and conſequently 
could be of little uſe comparatively with Mr Vs 
2 lately read Mr Warton's edition of Vir- 
eil, and much approve the printing the Latin on 
one fide, and his poetical tranſlation on the other: 
he is a clever man ; but I think he might have 
enriched his notes with many more obſervations 
on the beauties and maſterly ſtrokes of the poet. 
—] would not for my own part give a ſtraw for 
the moſt accurate diſputations upon a chronolo- 
gical or geographical nicety; but I would ap- 
plaud and thank the critic who will aſſiſt me to 
{-e the art and addreſs, to feel the force and fire, 
and to enter into the ſpirit and d-licacy of ſuch 
an author as Virgil. I am, dear Sir, 


With great reſpe ct. 
Your obliged and vefy humble ſervant, 
James HERVEY. 


— —_— — 
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My dear F riend, Saturday Morn. 
Have read over, again and again, the corrected 

copy of your lictle tract, which you intend 
for the next edition, and have examined it with 
my beſt attention: not able to make any amend- 
ment that is conſiderable, I have only ſuggeſted 
ſome ſlight alterations. Elegance you don't covet 
in ſuch a compoſition ; plain and neat is the pro- 
per array for ſuch an addreſs. 

I am ſurpriſed to read the letter which the po- 
pular gentleman from Dzrham writes againſt your 
book. Never fear, my friend ;—our writings, as 
well as our lives, are in the hand of God almighty : 
if he will ſpread, what ſhall obſtruct them ? if 
he will work by them, who ſhall diſannul his 
deſign? O! may we cry to him, cleave to him, 
and live by faith on him! for not by might nor by 
power ; not by eloquence of compoſition, nor b 
intereſt of patrons, but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord. 

Pray take a little pains with my Theron and 
Aſpafio ;—you can ſcarcely imagine what inqui- 
ries are made after it, and what a demand there 
is for it, even before publication. It makes me 
rejoice with trembling. All- wiſe, all-gracious 
Jeſus, be jealous for thine honour. Let me not 
oh!] let me not cloud its brightneſs, or obſtruct 
its progreſs, by any injudicious touches of my 
pen.—l now feel the loſs of our valuable friend 
Dr Doddridge, to whoſe judgment I ever paid the 
higheſt deference ; but ſince he is gone, and we 
can have no more of his perſonal counſels, let us 
redouble our attention to his writings. 

| expect you will cell me my manuſcript is very 


* 


Ihe rules and orders of the aſſembly here mentioned, are 
inſerted above, p. 535 


Go ; : 

. he rules and orders of the Truro ſocicty are inſerted 
ve, P. 536. 
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prolix; bat I deſignedly made it fo, that my 
friends might judge what is proper to be omitted. 
It is eaſter, you know, to expunge than to com- 
poſe ; I wich they would with a leaden pencil in- 
cloſe in a parentheſis, what they would have 
dropt ; I hope to retrench one fourth part of the 
copy. May the God of wiſdom direR, and the 
God of mercy proſper, all our undertakings ! 


I am yours very ſincerely, J. I. 


L EB T TAN M, 


Saturday Morning. 
Hanks to my dear friend, for the entertain— 


ment he has given me, by Zanway's account 
of * Nadir Shah; an illutrious villain indeed! 
he ſpread firevrands, arrows, and death. May we 
be conformed to his image, who went about do- 
ing good. 

If you have Voſtairès life of Leun XIV. be 
pleaſed ro give me the peruſal of it; I fancy, 
his reign in France was ſomewhat like the Au- 
guſtan age in Rome. Periods of politeneſs both! 
but what are thoſe to heaven? the world, where 
DWELLETH righteouſneſs, - conſ ummate righte- 
ouſneſs and everlaſting happineſs. Don't you long, 
more and more, for thoſe courts of the living 
God? Don't you love him more and more, who 
(after he had overcome the ſharpneſs of death 
opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers ? 

Warburton, | hear, has publiſhed two volumes of 
ſermons, octwo; in which, it ſeems, he has de- 
cried experimental religion, diſregarded the pe- 
culiarities of the goſpel, and treated the operations 
of the Spirit as mere enthuſiaſm. If this be the 
effect of his great learning, then, good Lord, de- 
liver us all, ſay I, from ſuch an attainment. If 
you either have, or can borrow them, juſt let me 
peep on them. Don't buy them to gratify me; 
can reliſh nothing but what is evangelical. 

Your friend's Diſſertations were put into my 
hands; very pure diction, but that is all; all te 
me, at leaſt. There was the bone, but the mar- 
row was 'gone; Jeſus Chriſt, my portion and 
yours, was forgot. How different his ſtrain from 
dt Paul's r:{olution, I am determined ta know nothin 
but Chrift Feſus and him crucified, which happened 
to be the ſubject of my exhortation to my family 
laſt night. Lord, reveal thy adorable Son, the 
all-ſafficient Saviour, in our hearts; and the more 
others neglect him, ſo much the more let us, my 
dear friend, be zealous to honour him. 

have looked into the manuſcript 90 ſent me; 
there ſeem to be many lively and ſpirited ſenti- 
ments in it, but ſurely it is defective in the main 
point. St Paul, I am apt to think, upon a per- 
uſal of the treatiſe, would ſay, the author has 
good ſenſe, may be no bad moraliſt, but being 
gnorant of God's righteouſneſs, and going about to 
eftabliſh his own righteouſneſs, he has not ſubmitted to 
the righteouſneſs of God, Rom. x. 4.—Lord, give us 
an underſtanding, that we may know him that is 
true Then we {hall fee Chriſt Jeſus, the God- 
man, to be, in the grand affair of falvation, like 


the. meridian ſun; and all other things, like the 
ſtars at noon- day. NN 


* See Hanway's accurate and entertaining rav in _twe 


volumes 9 ae . 
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Did you ever read Mr Whalley's remarks upon 
Shakeſpear ? It you have not, I will ſend you the 
pamphlet. They are very ingenious, and well 
deſerve the notice of the public ; particularly of 
yours, who are ſuch an admirer of Shateſpear. 

When you can fpare Frencis's tranſlation of 
Demoſthenes, (1 ſuppoſe it is the ſame Francis who 
tranſlated Horace}, favour me with a fight of it. 
A ſi ght of this will content me; but God's word, 
that ineſtimable book, which ſhews me the way 
of ſalvation, I would cleave to, I would dwell 
upon. And would not you, my dear friend, do 
ſo too? Fr Tov] 199, 

My text on Wedneſday evening will be a com- 
plete deſcription of a Chriſtian; viz. We are the 
circumciſion which worſhip God in the ſpirit, and re- 
joice in Chrift Feſus, and have no confidence in the 
Hieſh, Philip. in. 3. A fine ſubject for your me- 
ditation Why ſhould I not add, for your con- 
verſation alſo ?—Ever yours. 


„ 


Dear Sir, 
Here ſend you part of my manuſcript copy of 
Theron and Ajpajiz ; if you think it worth your 
while to beſtow any corrections upon them, well; 
if not, this alſo is well. For my own part, fo 
very languid are my animal fpirits, | am more 
and more indifferent about them; I ſee ſo much 
weakneſs in my mind, and fo many imperfections 
in my compoſitions, that I am afraid to venture 
upon the ſtage of obſervation again,—An obli- 
ging letter from Mr H i, informs me of his 
willingneſs to peruſe and correct any literary 
attempt of mine; and diſcovers. I think, ſtill more 
the integrity, ſimplicity, and piety of his heart. 

I prefer both South's and Delaune's ſermons to 
the Biſhop's, for ſoundneſs of doctrine.—The firſt 
might be crabbed in his temper, and the ſecond 
voluptuous in his life, yet both are more evange- 
lical in their ſentiments than he is —Thoſe who 
can read ſuch kind of moral eſſays as the Biſhop's, 
(very improperly called ſermons), as guides to hea- 
ven, and as good comforters while on earth, 
will one day I hope form a better judgment, and 
be enabled in a clearer manner to diſcern the 
things which are excellent. 

On Dr Stonhouſe's recommendation, I have 
lately read Dr Watts's treatiſe on the love of God, 
and its influence on all the paſſions ; which is indeed 
a moſt excellent book, happily calculated for 
uſefulneſs. —If you have never ſeen it, you have 
a pleaſure yet to come, and I would by all means 
adviſe you to get it.— The love of God is indeed 
the ſource and ſoul of religion ;—and what can 
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Dear Sir, Weſton, Jan. 28. 1 
Really forget, . een 
laſt favour. If I did not, let your own — 
dour bo my advocate, and my important buſineſ 
under the moſt enervated conſtitution be my ple g 
I have been, ſince I wrote, in the phyflclan; 
hands, and debarred from the pulpit. Bleſſed he 
the Lord our Healer, I am now reſtored to m 
uſual ſtate, and am enabled to ſpeak a word on 
the Lord's-day, and preach in my church 
Wedneſday evening, which is my lecture-day, for 
the honour of my Maſter, and I hope for the e. 
dification of his people. Oh! that this Privilege 
may be coeval with my life; and my preachis 
voice, and my vital breath be ſtopt together! | 
with you, dear Sir, many new ycars, much of 


the new wan, and an abundant entrance into the 


new Terujalem.—Y our moſt obliged, 


And truly- affectionate friend. 


P & & & THESE 


My dear Friend, March 4. 
ON'T hurry the return of the Dialogues, 
Take your time, that you may examine 

them thoroughly ; none knows, how far they 
may ſpread, or bow long they may live. Oh! 
that the God of wiſdom may enable you to 
judge aright, and correct their miſtakes ! 

I am ſorry to hear your account of our friend 
at **. 1 wiſh, he could be perſuaded to lock 
upon his myſtic writers, as his chamber-counſ]; 
converſe with them in his ſtudy, and leave them 
there. I was viſited yeſterday hy a gentleman, 
who would be a darling with Mr H—: quite 
fond of myſtics, but does not go any great 
lengths; nor eſpouſe, at leaſt not avow or pro- 
pagate, their extravagant peculiarities. Your 
old acquaintance Mr * came in, and fat with 
us, I believe, two hours. The gentleman hap- 

ened to refer to Jſaiab vi. and defired | would 
read the beginning of the chapter ; glad of this 
overture, I readily embraced it, and fixed the 
diſcourſe to this noble, this alarming and com- 
fortable ſcripture. Oh! let us attend, with aſ- 
fiduity and delight, to the holy precious word of 
God; the apoſtle calls it ado yaae, pure, un- 
mixed, unadulterated, as though every compot- 
tion had ſome improper tincture, was ſome way 
or other adulterated. My fon, ſays the God of 
heaven, (and it is a moſt important advice, a mok 
endearing exhortation), attend to my words, incline 
thine ear unto my ſayings. Let them not depart 


n... 


5 it, what can cheriſh it, but a ſenſe of Jrom thine eyes, keep them in the midſt of thine beart. 


od's love to us manifeſted in his dear Son? by 
whom we are fully aſſured, that he has forgiven 
us all treſpaſſes, and wall give us life eternal. 


Preſent my affectionate compliments te your 
family; and believe me, as I really am, 


Moſt cordially yours, > 
Jauks Hervsr. 


For they are—life unto thoſe that find them, and 
bealth to all their fleſh. 

As to Fpb. iv. 16. does not ovreguluyypere refet 
to the orderly and exact arrangement? ouu&1Cahui? 
to the nice and ſtrong connections? But where I 
the beauty Or propriety of garn cen vn 4. N νν¹,ν 
Why that which every joint ſupplieth ? Is there 
any peculiar fund of nutriment lodged in the 
joints? would not an anatomiſt have ſaid, by that 
which every veſſel, or every ramification of * 


veſſel, ſupplieth ? I ſincerely pity poor 99s 
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caſe; I will give him two guineas; and hope, 
the God whom he ſerves, will raiſe him up other 
friends. He that ſpared not his own Son, but gave 
him up for us all, how ſhall he not with him alſo 
freely give him. all things ? Tell him this from me, 
though he knows it already, the Lord may make 
it a word in ſeaſon. Charge him to ſay nothing 
of me and my mite, but as much for me to his 
God and Saviour as he pleaſes.—I hope you will, 
when opportunity ſerves, ſtrengthen Mr H—s in 
the faith of the goſpel, and in the ways of the 
Lord. Let us provoke one another to love and 
to good works; and ſo much the more, as we 
ſee the day approaching.—Yeſterday Mr *** of 
Cambridge called upon me; our converſation was 
not ſo edifying, as I could wiſh ; it degenerated 
into diſpute. Mr ***, who 1s very much talked 
of, was the ſubject. I don't thoroughly know 
his ſcheme, but am inclined to ſuſpect that his 
opponents will find it a difficult matter to main- 
tain their ground. However, 1 ſhall not attempt 
to make myſelf fully maſter of the controverſy. 
To know Chriſt and him crucified, hoc nobis pal- 
marium. This is the defire and prayer of, 


Ever yours. 


P. 8. The Latin prayer you ſent me for my o- 
pinion, ſeems to be compoſed by a myſtic. Not 
a word of Chriſt! Acceſs through his blood 1s 
neglected ; acceptance through his righteouſneſs 
is forgotten : The grand error of the myſtic di- 
vines! who, wholly intent upon what God is 
to do in us, moſt unhappily diſregard what he 
has done for us, in the perſon of his beloved 
Son. | 


FY 


L 1 TC ˙ ˙ CALIFUL 
Weſton Favell, March 19. 1755. 


My dear Friend, 
Good while ago I received your kind letter, 
and this week your valuable parcel. 1 
confeſs myſelf obliged to your candor, as well 
as to your judgment, for excuſing me, though 
have not abſolutely acquieſced in all your re- 
marks; as well as for giving me many excellent 
cortections, which I have moſt thankfully adopt- 
ed. I hope what 1 have written concerning faith, 
will occaſion ſome calm and friendly debates ; I 
Want to have that ſubject ſifted, cleared, and ſta- 


ay ted. I muſt own, I am ſtrongly inclined to fide 
of with our reformers ; I cannot but think they ad- 
jolt here to the ſimplicity of the goſpel. Chriſt died 
line for me, ſeems to be the faith preached and taught 
art by the apoſtles.—I have not had time to per- 
art, ule Mr * , nor your manuſcripts ; you can 
4 hardly imagine, how my time is engroſſed, 

and my weak ſpirits almoſt overbore, partly 
efct by reviſing the work for a new edition, which is 
del put to the preſs, — partly by anſwering a variety 


of letters, ſent to me on occaſion of the publi- 
cation; ſome of which cenſure, ſome approve 
ot the performance. | 

have read with great pleaſure, your ſhort 
chronicle; have ſent it to Mr N. Browne, and 
deceived it again: hope you can ſpare it, till I 
peruſe it a ſecond time. | 
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[ have lately been preſented with a magnifi- 


cent and coſtly Hebrew Bible, in four volumes 
folio, publiſhed by Father Houbigant, with which 
he has intermixed the Apocrypbal Greek books, 
ſtyled by him Dentero canonici. Have you ſeen 
this work, or heard its character ? The author 
has ſubjoined notes to cach chapter, which are 
employed chiefly in vindicating his alterations of 
the text. He is a bold enterpriſing writer, takes 
great liberties with the ſacred text, and makes very 
many alterations ; often without the authority of 
any manuſcript, purely from his own critical judg- 
ment, or critical conjecture. lf at any time you 
have a mind to know his opinion upon any difficult 
text, I will either tranſcribe it in his o words, 
or give you the ſubſtance of it in Engiißb. 

His interpretation of Gen. xxii. 14. puts me 
in mind of an expreſſion in your ſhort chronicle, 
— “ *Tis my opinion, Abraham had never fo 
„ clear a ſight of the day of Chriſt as at this 
time.“ I fancy, you will not be diſpleaſed with 
a copy of the learned Jeſuit's criticiſm. Vocavit 
nomen loci ejus N N Dominus videbitur.— Nen 
videtur ne ab futuro ra He rremus.— Nen videbit, 
non modo quia non additur quid fit Deus viſurur, ſed 
etiam quia in tota illa viſione, hominis eft videre, Do- 
mini videri; propter quam cauſam Deus locum iſtum 
mox nomine U/ions inſigniebat. Nimirum Deus Ab- 
rahamo d gſlendit, quod Abraham vidit et gaviſus 
ef, ſeu Fil um promiſſionis unigenitum pro humano ge- 
nere viclimam olim futuram. Atque hoc illud eff, 
quod memoriæ ſempiterns Abraham cer ſecrabat, 
cum ita ſuljungeret, Hodie in monte Dominus videbi- 
fur ; illud hodie fic accifiens, ut accepit Paulus a- 
poſtolus illud Davidis, Hadie fi vocem ejus audieritis ; 
guod Hodie tamdiu durat, quamdiu ſccula illa dura- 
bunt, de quibus apoſtolus, donec bodie cognominatur, 
Errant, qui fic interpretantur, quaſi Moles renarret 
ufurpatum ſuo tempore proverbium. Nam ſi fic erit, 
non jam docebit Abraham, cur huic loco nomen fe- 
cerit, Dominus videbitur; quam tamen nominum no- 
tationem in ſacris paginis non omittunt ti, quicumque 
nomina rebus impouunt. Quod contra plane docebit, 
Abraham, / de ee Moſes fic narrat, vocavit no- 
men loci hujus, Deus videbitur; nam dixit, In monte 
Deus videbitur.— This is a truly grand and de- 
lightful ſenſe; would bid fair for prefetence, if 
it could be ſufficiently eſtabliſhed. But, beſides 
other things which might be objected to this in- 
terpretation, it ſeems probable that the Lord did 

not appear to Abraham, only called to him 8Tp't, 
—Chriſt ſays of Abrabam, that he ſaw, not his 
perſon, but his day; «pe ſignifies, I ſuppoſe, much 
the ſame as 1171 mT the remarkables, 7e er 
in any one's life. He faw by faith his incarna- 
tion, obedience, death, all-fatisfying atonement, 
&c. Is not this the meaning of our Lord ? | 
Now J am upon the ſubzecr of difficult texts 
and exact interpretations, let me deſire your opi- 
nion of J xxx. 18. 1 have generally looked up- 
on it, as a declaration and a diſplay of God's in- 
finitely-free grace, and profuſely- rich goodneſs. 
The great Vitringa conſiders it in quite a different 
light. — Meram trabet dom Jebovab (are his 
words) in gretia vobis facienda. For which ſenſe 
he adds the ſollowing reaſon ; guia delicti gravitas 
repentinam gratiam non ſerebat, ſecundum ratones 


Juſtitiæ divine, The next clauſe SRS 
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Propterea EW, i. e. exaltabitur judict et juſtitia, 
antequam gratiam in vos exerccat. —Houbigant on 
this verſe docs nothing more than offer a ſmall 
alteration, for EAT he would read EY proficlu- 
bitur, that this verb may correſpond with the 
preceding nan”. 

I propoled to have cloſed the plan of Theron 
and Aſpaſio, with an explicit and pretty copious 
treatiſe on evangelical holmeſs or obedience ; and to 
have ſhewn my true behever in his dying mo- 
ments. If your thoughts ſhould happen to take 
ſuch a turn, be ſo good, dear Sir, as to ſuggeſt, 
what you think the molt adviſable and advanta- 
geous way of managing this important point, — 
This would moſt effectually ſtop the mouths of 
Arminians, and be the beſt ſecurity againſt the 
abuſes of Antinomians. I could with, if it were 
the Lord's will, that 1 might live to furniſh out 
one more volume of this kind, and then—ma- 
num de tabula. 

As the new edition is partly finiſhed, and the 
preſs proceeding at a great rate, and as there will 
be ſome few emendations, you will give me leave 
to preſent you with a ſet of what, I hope, will 
be leaſt imperſet. Till this edition is finiſhed, 
let me he your debtor in point of promiſe ; and 
in point of affection and gratitude I will be your 
debtor, ſo long as I am, Oc. 


ET” r=. OHH 
Dear Sir, May 21. 1755. 


Y letters to you muſt always begin with 
thanks, and will generally cloſe with in- 
quiries. 

[ am quite a proſelyte to your guarded and ſo- 
ber method of utling the Hebreto manuſcript; 
though I talked, ſome time ago, with an adept in 
the ſacred language, and moſt devout ſtudent of 
God's word, who would not ſo much as hear of 
alterations, from any authority, or any account 
whatever; corrections in an inſpired book, were 
to him little better than ſacrile;;e. The preſent 
copy of the Bible, he apprehended, was in no 
degree, not even a fingle jot or tittle, wrong, I 
ſubſcribe your reaſons for rejecting Father Houbi- 
gant's, and in not admitting Mr Kenncott's ex- 
poſition of the Hebrew adagy N MV. 

I ſhall treaſure up your remark on the relative 
WR, and with you had the deſigning or the ſuper- 
intending of the cuts, which the printer of Mr 
Stackhouſe's hiſtory of the Bible, ſays, coſt eight 
hundred pounds. I am delighted with your in- 
terpretation of Jaiab xxx. 18. What a charm- 
ing repreſentation it gives us of the divine long- 
ſuffering, tender mercy, and protuſe goodnels ! 
Oh! that I might live under the clear manifcſta- 
tion of theſe lovely perfections 
In P/al. xxxvi. 1. Houbigant would read V in- 
ſtead of 0, and thus tranſlates the clauſe, Lo- 
quitur impius ſuxtaimprobitatem que eft in medio 
cordis ejus, 

Inſtead of wi, P/a/. cxxxiii. 3. he would in- 
troduce yy, and juſtifies his alteration from 
Deut. iv. 48. Did you ever obſerve this paſſage, 
and compare it with the text under conſidera- 
tion? 


Pal. Ixviii. 16. for wy he would ſubſtitut 0 


ſupra centunm. 
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plains, and thus vindicates. ii mons Dei, non. 
87 IN, in quem aſportatur arca ſaderis; qui mong 
cation jacla cum ceteris montibus, quorum laus W 
prngueds five ubertas, laudatur ob ejus pinguedinen, 
ex gra, videlicet, tempore eum montem habitat ille, gui 
frnguem fect domum Obed-edom.— Mons altitudinum 
alter in menbro, ft attributum montis Sion, ceteri; 
circum in gulibus altiorts. Itaque mons Baſan nisi 
hic ad rem ; prefertim cum de monte Sinn ea hoc in 
plalmo dicantur, propter que ille mons fit monti Sing 
longe ant:ponendus. Gen. xx. 16, [go dedi fratyi 
tu argeut mille ponds, erit id tibi pro velaminibus 
eculorum, /ou tut tibi aderunt, ſeu cateri quicungue 
homies, ne forte te coucupiſcaut. pr, verbum pro 
verho, nam comcupiſcibilis es ob tuam pulchritudine, . 
ex MI Arabic, verbo, ducere uxerem vel ＋1¹ matrims- 
nium ambire. Don't you think, this method of 
deducing the ſenſe of Hebrew words, from the 
preſent Arabic, is precarious? If we knew the 
preciſe fipnification which Arabic words bore in 
the days of Maſbs, and what words were common— 
ly uſed in that early age, there would be ſurer 
ground to proceed upon. But I apprehend, the 
Arabic lai guage has undergone great alterations, 
and received great improvements, ſince that peri- 
od; that Coliuss Lexicon is no more the Arabic u- 
ſed in the time of Ms/es, than Johnfor's dicſionary 
is Engliſb ſpoke in the days of Chaucer, 


My beſt thanks ſot your plan. I propoſed to 
follow the track of Mr Marſhall, in his book en- 
titled, The goſpel- myſtery of ſanttification ; you are 
acquainted, J preſume, with this valuable piece 
of ipiritual and experimental divinity ; Tuts, and 
Mr Erſeme's ſermons, led me into thoſe notions 
of faith, which are delivered in Dialogue . xvi. 
It you have that treatiſe, Marſball's I mean), I 
ſhould be much obliged for your opinion of it. 
You aſk, how Houbigant reads Gen. xi. 42.—Thus, 
Fueruntque dies Thare annorum quadraginta quinque 
This, he ſays, is ccording to the 
Samaritan copy; and adds, Cui ſcription adbe- 
rendum efſe, notat Sam. Bochartus ; aliler enim cum 
Hebrao cod. pugnantia dicturum Stephantm diact- 
num, Acts vii. 4. Quad fic probatur : dium fu, 
ver. 26. Thare ſuiſſe annorum 70, cum gigneret Ab- 
rahamum. Infra dicetur, (cap. xii. ver. 4.), At 

rahamum fuijſe annorum 75, cum ex Hiram it 
Canaan profeclus eft. Ex quo efficitur, ut Tha- 
re, tempore ulius projettions, annum ageret 145, 
atque adeo ut Thare, fi quidem wvixerit annos 205 
Juerit totos annos bo huic profeftioni ſuperſtes.— Vc 
cum ita ſint, non jam intell:gitur, quare 9 tephanus 
dixerit Abrahamum fuiſſe, mortuo jam Thare, in Cu: 
naan prafectum. Aut fallitur Stephanus, aut jtatu- 
endum cum Sam. codice, non plus vixiſſe Thare, gilt 
annos 145. Nam per eum numerum, libri Ge:ejs 
cum Stephano diſcordia conciliatur.—Erroris fontem 
aperut Bocharius, in litera © 100, pro d 40, xd 
ta. Erroris fons eo manifeſtior, quod in cadicious 
Germanicis litera d pede hoc modo decurtato d. V F 


fimilis eft literæ g.—His marginal reading of Ex- 


od. X11. 40. is thus. — According to the Samara 

N "> 11 9-81 127 
text, FRY 22 20D EI JNRI? 12D JRL 19% 
Nx rh. Which he thus tranſlates, (for h 
Hebrew text is conformed to the common ſtand” 


: . a uw 's Þ 6 
ard, and only in the tranſlation his correctich 


I ö 74 / 
are introduced), Commoratio autem fliorum It '* 
eat rum Corum Gui in terra Candan & in 1%, 
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oypti habitar unt, fuit, &c, In his note on this 
alfage he refers the reader to his prolegomena; 


where, after he has proved, that, by admitting the 


Samaritan reading, difficulties otherwiſe inex- 
tricable, are cleared up and removed, he takes to 
taſk Grotius, Le Clerc, and Buxtorf. You will 
erhaps be willing to ſee his manner, which on 
many occaſions is like the ſcelerata ſinapit, ſharp 
as muſtard. Non incummode, inquiebat Grotius, fic 
explicatur : Exilium illud Aegyptracum duraſſe uſque 
ad annum 4.30, ex quo Deus Abrabamo præſigniſicave- 
vat. In qua Grotiana explicatione Grotium deſidero. 
Num exilium erat Egyptiacum, tum cum Deus Ab- 
rabamo pr @fignificabat ? Vel cut perſuadebat Grotius, 
Moſen hac verba, ex quo Deus Abrahamo prafignifi- 
raverat, cum dicere vellet, omiſiſſe * Que verba cum 
ſuo marte Grotius, et ſacra pagina invita, inferciat, 
num huic potius credemus, ut ca verba onuſerit Moſes, 
fine quibus intelligi non poſſet, imo ſecum ipſe pugna- 
ret, quam Samaritants, quorum diligentia commone- 
nur Fudæus ſeribas / uiſſe negligentes ? Sed audiendus 
foannes Clericus. Malim, inquit, auge in Ma- 
foretico codice agnoſcere, quam mendam. Vigilas, 
Clerice, cum hac loqueris ? Negas Hebr. in volumine 
oſe mendam, hoc eft, errorem a ſcribis Tudeis pro- 
fetlum ; eo potius inclinas, ut fit «yin, bor eft, 
Mofis ipfius in temporibus notandis indiligentia ? E- 
gregiam profetto indiligentiam, ut Moſes ſcripſerit an- 
10s 430, cum ſeribere debuiſſet annos 215, eo præ- 
ſertim loco, in quo tempora tam diligenter not at Mo- 
ſes, ut non modo annos computet, ſed ipſum etiam po- 
nat anni menſem, menſiſque ipſum diem. Quid Bux- 
torfium dicemus, non modo, ut cœteri interpretes, hic 
tergiverſantem, ſed etium plane negantem, fuiſſe hie 
quidguam a Tudæis ſcribis omiſſum! Heus tu, Buxtorſi] 
Ilamne fuiſſe Mofis ſcriptionem putas, qua Moſes Moſi 
contradicat, et aperte mentiri videatur ? Videatur 
fane, inquit ; ſed nibil quidquam amplius Moſen ſcripfiſſe 
nibi quidem conſtat. Quonam igitur pacto, Buxtorfi, 
. Moſen cum Moſe conciliabis? Non conciliabo, inquit, 
uon potero, ſed veto in hodierno cod, Heb, quid- 
quam addi et ſuppleri. Quid ita? Quia, inquit, codi- 
es Heb. omnes hic conſentiunt, et illud additamen- 
tum ignorat. Quod fi aul em ſcribe alicujus lapſu, vel 
etiam plurium excidifſet, non potuiſſet id fleri in o- 
mmbus exemplaribus. Sed Buxtorfium nunc linquimus, 
Buxtorfianaſque nugas, quoniam eas ſumus non multo 
poſt confutaturi. I intended to have laid before 
you a ſpecimen of his very bold, and, I fear, 
ralh attempts upon the ſacred texts: but theſe I 
muſt defer, till I have the pleaſure of ſubſcribing 
myſelf, on another paper, your moſt obliged, 
and truly- affectionate friend. 


ä 
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Dear Sir, . 1755 


Erewith I ſend you the new edition of Theron 
and Aſpaſio. It defires your acceptance 
and your prayers, . that it may be for the praiſe of 
the glory of God's grace in Chriſt, and for the 
edification of his people in faith and holineſs. 
ou will find dialogue xvi. ſomewhat altered ; 
ind rendered, 1 hope, leſs incorrect, than in 
de former editions. It contains the genuine ſen- 
ments of my heart, But if they recede a hair's 


breadth from the unerring ſtandard, if they dif- 
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fer in one jot or tittle from God's holy word, in 
that jot or tittle, I moſt earneſtly wiſh, the world 
may not receive them, and that I myſelf may 
have grace to retract them. What you meet with, 
that appears contrary to the h vym;, au , 
freely point out. This will pleaſe, this will pro- 
fit, and therefore this will oblige, dear Sir, 


Your affectionate friend, 


J. Hervey. 


P. 8. You will permit me to keep your manu- 
ſcripts a little longer; one of them, the ſcriptural 
chroncle, a perſon is tranſcribing, May the bleſſ- 


ed Jeſus tranſcribe his word and his image on our 
heart. | 


* —_————— .. 
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My poor fellow-ſanners, 


Received a letter from you, and ſhould have 
viſited you ; but my health is ſo much decay- 
ed, and my ſpirits are ſo exceedingly tender, that 
I could not well bear the fight of your confine- 
ment, your chains, and your miſerable circum- 
ſtances, as I can hardly bear the thoughts of your 
approaching execution, and your extreme danger 
of everlaſting deſtruction. But becauſe I cannot 
come 1n perſon, I have ſent you the followin 
lines, which I hope you will conſider, and which 
I befeech the God * grace to accompany 
with his bleſſing. 

Vou have been already condemned at an earth- 
ly tribunal ; you are alſo condemned by the law 
of God; for thus it is written, Curſed is every 
one that continueth not in all things that are written 
in the book of the law to do them 4. If every vio- 
lation of the divine law expoſes you to a curſe, 
what a multitude of curſes are ready to fall upon 
your unhappy ſouls! — And remember, this is 
not the cutſe of a mortal man, but of the great, 
eternal, infinite God, If it was diſmal to hear 
an earthly judge command you to be hanged by 
the neck till you are DEAD; how much more ter- 
rible to hear the almighty Judge denounce that 
unalterable ſentence, Depart from me, ye . in- 
to everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and his an- 
gelsf?--Had you committed but one fin, this would 
have been your deſerved doom: The wages of ſin, 
of every fin, is death |. How much more of 
thoſe manifold fins and multiplied tranſgreflions, 
of which your conſciences muſt accuſe you !— 
You are ſoon to ſuffer the puniſhment of the gal- 
lows, and you are liable to the vengeance of the 
moſt high God; for thus ſaith the holy word, 
The wrath of God is revealed from heaven againſt 
all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men . If a- 

ainſt all and every inſtance of ungodlineſs, then 
4x: much more againſt your crimes, which have 


OUS Ie 


been of the moſt abominable and horrid kind 


The wrath of God! Tremendous word ! who know- 


* This letter was wrote from MVieſton. Favell to two con- 
demned malefa&ors, in Northampton gaol, (namely, James 
Smart and Jgſeph Browne ), about the middle of July 1755. 

+ Gal. iii. 10. + Matth. xxv. 41. 
| Rom. vi. 23. + Rom. i. 18. 
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eth the weight and terror of his wrath ? At his 
rebuke the rocks melt like wax, the earth is ſhaken 
out of its place, and the pillars of heaven tremble, 
How then can you endure the furiouſneſs of his 
wrath, and the ſeverity of his vengeance? and 
that, not for a day, a month, or a year, but 
through all the ages of eternity]! Yet this is the 
doom of them that know not God, and obey not the 
goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chrift. They ſhall be pu- 
niſbed with everlaſting deſtruttion, from the preſence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of bis power. What 
can you do in this diſtreſſed condition? What 
indeed ! if you had a thouſand years to live, you 
could not atone for one offence, How then can 
you make ſatisfaction for millions of provocations, 
in the ſpace of a few days? — Alas! you are loſt, 
utterly loſt, in yourſelves irrecoverably loſt. Ma 
the God of all power make you ſenſible of your 
undone ſtate ! ſenſible that you are upon the brink, 
the very brink of an amazing, an unfathomable 
downfal. Perhaps you may ſay, Is there no hope 
then ? is the door of heaven ſhut, and without any 
poſlibility of being opened to us? Muſt we ſink into 
unquenchable burnings; and is there not ſo much 
as a twig for us to catch at? Yes, my poor fel- 
low-finners, there is not only a twig, but a tree, 
even the tree of life, a ſure ſupport, which if the 
Lord enables you to lay hold on, you may yet, 
even yet, be ſaved. Oh! beg of his wonderful 
goodneſs to accompany what you are going to 
read, with his Holy Spirit. 

Chriſt, the all-glorious Son of God, pitied the 
deplorable caſe of ſuch finners. He not only 
pitied, but reſolved to ſuccour and relieve them. 
For this purpoſe ue came into the world, and 
was made man. Nay more, he came into the 
place, and ſtood in the ſtead of ſinners. —Becauſe 
we had broke the commandments of the law, 
he fulfilled them in all their perfection. Becauſe 
we deſerved the puniſhment of the law, he 
ſuſtained it in its utmoſt extremity.— He be- 
came poor, and had not where to lay his 
head, though heaven and earth were all his 
own. — He ſubmitted to ſcorn and reproach, 
though all the angels of God are bidden to 
warſhip him. Nay he was condemned to death, 
the moſt ſhameful and tormenting death, far 
more ſhameful, and unſpeakably more torment- 
ing, than the death which you muſt ſhortly 
undergo. He ſuffered unknown pangs in 
his body, and inconceivable anguiſh in his 
ſoul, from the indignation of God. In a word, 
he ſuffered all that ſhame, all that torment, all 
that vengeance, which the unnumbered fins of 
the whole world deſerved. Here then is your 
door of hope.—Sins are borne by Chriſt ; and 
though there be much iniquity, there is no 
condemnation to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus *. 
Wrath is borne by Chriſt, ſo that ſinners who 
deſerve eternal vengeance, are reconciled to God, 
and ſaved from wrath through him . -A righ- 
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teouſneſs is wrought by Chriſt, a perfect and ever- 


laſting righteouſneſs, ſuch as brings incompara- 
bly-greater honour to God's law, than all our 
tranſgreſſions bring diſhonour. By all this he 


Rom. viii. 1 + Rom. v. 9. 10. 
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has merited and obtained a full deliverance 
complete redemption. — Are b 

cry out,. O bleſſed Saviour! G precious reden ? 
tion! What a happineſs, if we might be int 
eſted in this Saviour, and partake of this o 
demption ? Millions of worlds, for ſuch 4 baer. 
ſing Lou need not give millions of worlds 
no, nor any individual thing. Theſe bleſlin n 
are given freely without money, and without 
price, without any deſerving qualifications in u 
All that are juſtified, are juſtified freely throy 1 
the redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus.— But 
are ſinners, vile ſinners; we have not only * 
thing good, but much and grievous guilt.— Th. 
Lord convince you of this more and more! Yet 
remember for whom Chriſt died, he died for 44 
ungodly.— What lays St Paul? In due time Chrip 
died for the ungodly *, — He died for the * 
juſt. — What ſays St Peter? Chriſt hath Mo 
ſuffered for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt T. - What 
ſays our Lord himlelf ? Ihe Son of man is — 
to ſave that which was lot. - Are you not ungod- 
ly men ? are you not unjuſt perſons? are you not 
loſt creatures? For ſuch, even for ſuch the di. 
vine Jeſus died, Wonderful love ! adorable 
compaſſioa ! The Lord enable you to lay hold 
on this hope ſet before you I- Perhaps, you ma 
ſay, —We are not only ſinners, but the chief gf 
finners.—O! that you were convinced of this! 
— To be the chief of ſinners, makes you 2 
pardonable before men; but this is no difficulty 
with Chriſt, and ſhould be no hinderance of your 
coming to Chriſt. Chriſt's merit and righteouſ- 
neſs are infinite. They are as able to ſatisfy for 
a debt of ten thouſand talents, as for a debt of 
a fingle farthing. Hear what the ſcripture ſaith 
upon this ſubject ; This is a faithful ſaying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Chrifl Feſus cane 
into the world to ſave ſinners, whom I an 
chief F. He came not to fave ſinners only, but 
the very chief of ſinners. And he is able to ſove 
them to the very uttermoſt.— But our fins are hai- 
nous, they have been often repeated, and long 
continued in.— What ſays the apoſtle ? The G 
of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſjeth from all fin. Another 
apoſtle declares, By him, by the divinely-excel- 
lent Redeemer, all that beheve are juſtified from al 
things ; from all accuſations, be they ever ſo nume- 
rous ; from all iniquities, be they ever ſo enormous. 
Nay, ſo wonderfully efficacious is the power of 
his death, that, through his great atonement, {ins 
which are as crimſon, are made white, white as 
ſnow ||.—But will Chriſt vouchſafe his great 
ſalvation to us? Hear his own words, Him but 
cometh to me for pardon and ſalvation, I wi ir 
no wiſe caſt out. Be his guilt ever ſo great, tis 
ſhall be no bar, I will not on any conſideration 
reject or deny his ſuit. Only let him come 264 
poor undone creature, and he ſhall find me vil: 
ing and mighty to ſave; nay, he invites you de 
come. Theſe are his gracious words, Come i. 
to me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, heaf 
laden with fin and miſery, and I will give pon rd! 
I will deliver you from going down into the pi 


and a 
you not ready | 


mp. 
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I will deliver you from the vengeance of eternal 
fire. All your fins ſhall be upon me, and all my 
righteouſneſs {hall be upon you. Go to a great 
man on earth, beg of him to uſe his intereſt in 
our behalf; he would ſcorn to take notice of 
ou. But your dear, tender, compaſſionate, moſt 
condeſcending Saviour, invites you to come to 
him, and aſſures you he will not abhor nor caſt 
you out.— Go to your earthly judge, entreat 
him on your bended knees, to pardon you,— He 
perhaps cannot, muſt not: the laws forbid 
him. But it is not ſo with Jeſus Chriſt; he has 
made a full ſatisfaction for fin: he has made an 
infinite atonement for ſin; and were your fins 
ten thouſand thouſand times greater than they 
are, before the power of his death they would 
all vaniſh away; by the waſhing of his blood, 
they would all be as though they had never 
cen. | 
; This then ſhould be the one defire of your 
ſouls, your inceſſant prayer to God, that you 
may come to Chriſt, that yon miy believe in 
Chriſt, that you may be found in Chriit: then you 
vill not periſh, though you deſerve it, but have 
everlaſting life, through his name ; then you-will 
have juit the ſame foundation for your hope, as 
| muſt myſelf have when I ſhall depart this life. 
When ſhall be ſummoned to the great tribu- 
nal, what will be my plea, what my depend- 
cace? Nothing but Chriſt ! Chriſt, would I ſay, 
has been wounded for my ins, therefore they 
will not be puniſhed in me. Chriſt has fulfilled 
all ihtwoulhch in my ſtead, therefore 1 truſt to 
be juſtified when I am judged. I am a poor un- 
worthy finner, but worthy is the Lamb that was 
lain, worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, for 
whoſe fake I ſhall receive both pardoning 
mercy, and everlaſting glory. This is my only 
hope, and this is as free for you as it is for 
your friend and fellow-finner, 


James HERR x. 


P. 8. What I have written, I ſhall beg of God 
to bleſs; and will attend you with my prayers, 
though I cannot viſit you in perſon. 
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My dear Friend, Weſton- Favell, Sept. 10. 1755. 


1 may juſtly wonder, that I have not ac- 
knowledged the favourof your laſt, long be- 


is not owing to the leaſt diſeſteem of your corre- 
pondence, or any inſenfibility of your kindneſs, 
| hope my heart is, though ſadly depraved, yet 
liacerely grateful; and I am ſure, I eſteem your 
letters as treaſures. hough I deſtroy almoſt all 
receive, every one of yours is preſerved. Let 
me, therefore, earneſtly beg that you will not 


much more ſpeedy in their arrival than mine.— 


N „ The graſshopper is a burden to me. Eve 

la blows me down, or my continual indiſpoſi- 
18 non and inconceivable languors pierce through 
18. me. I now hang a ſwelled face over my paper ; 
*calioned only by taking the air yeſterday in my 
chair, and finding a ſharper atmoſphere, than 
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fore this. Do me the juſtice to believe, that it 


tollow my example, but ſuffer your letters to be 


ou would more eaſily excuſe me if you knew p 
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for many weeks I had been accuſtomed to. Pra 
for me, dear Sir, that eſtabliſh:d in Chriſt, an! 
ſtrong in his faith, I may be looking for, and 
haſting to the coming of the day of God; when 
this poor, enervated, crazy boly will (to the 
everlaſting glory of free grace) be made like unto 
Chriſt's glorious body. OY 

I live with my mother and ſiſter. Our method 
is, every morning at nine, when we breakfaſt, to 
read a verſe or two from the Bible, and mike it 
the ſubject of our converſation. The other da 
we were reading in P/al. Ixxxiv. 4. Ne e ä 
a doubt aroſe in my mind, how the fact, which 
is here affirmed, could poſſibly happen. Could 
the ſparrows and ſwallows build their neſts, lay 
their eggs, and hatch their young, on God's 
altar, which was every morning and evenin 
ſtatedly, and I ſuppoſe many other times in the 
day occaſionally, ſurrounded by crouds of wor- 
ſhippers, on which the ſacred fire was conſtantly 
burning, and which was in a manner covered 
with flame and ſmoke, whenever the ſacrifices 
(Sud) were offered. Now to have birds lay aſide 
all their fear of man, their greater dread of fire, 
and make ſuch an altar their houſe, is ſtrange, is 
ſcarce credible, and mutt, if true, be miraculous. 
—Conſulting Houbigant, I find, he was ſenſible 
of the dithculty, and ſolves it, not from any 
manuſc.ipt, but fron his owa invention, thus: 
—= Ns vero, ne oratio trunca maneat, ſupplemus ante 
unnd M., bzc dus verba, MIN, Ego vero quando 
tandem, tacito verbo WR, adero ad, quod ſolet reticeri. 

I have met with other bold ſtrokes in this 
commentator, which I want to ſubmit to your 
examination. But theſe let me poſtpone, in or- 
der to deſire your opinion concerning the plan of 
my new work ; which, with a weak hand and 
deſponding heart, I have ſketched out, determi- 
ned to try, (tho' with very little hope of being en- 
abled to execute), reſting ſatisfied in this perſua- 
ſion, that the iſſue of things is in the hand of 
the Lord, and he will fruſtrate or accomplith, as 
he knows to be moſt expedient. | 


The PLAN of the Supplement to Theron and 
Aſpaſio. 


Pleaſure and happineſs of Chriſt's religion, (for 

I am of the ſame mind with Mr Mar/ball in his 
Treatiſe on ſanfification, namely, that we muſt 
partake of the comforts of the goſpel, before we 
can practiſe the duties of the Iaw).—Theron op- 
reſſed with fears, on account of his nu nerc. gs 
ſins, —Diſcouraged with doubts, on account of 
his imperfect obedience.— The cordials of the 
goſpel re-adminiſtered, with ſome additional ſpi- 
rit and ſtrength. —Obje&tions to aſſurance of faith 
ſtated, diſcuſſed, anſwered.—Vital hclineſs ; its 
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which, they are a dead letter and inſignificant 
ordinances.— The evangelical principles of holi- 
neſs, ſuch as, I beſeech you by the mercies of God, 
Ye are bought with a price, Ye are the temples of the 
living God, &c. — All theſe privileges, though 
not hereditary, yet indefeaſible; or the final per, 


. 


ſeverance of the believer. Our friends part; 
renew their correſpondence; Theron delires to 
glorify th: God of his ſalvation, aſks advice con- 
| cerning the beſt method of family-worſhip, edu- 
[ cating children, inſtructing ſervants, edifying ac- 
| uaintance.—On each of theſe particulars A/pa/io 
tiefes his inquiry, enlarges on the ſubject of 
education, eſpecially of daughters; as that ſeems 
to be moſt neglected, or the proper way of con- 
ducting it leaſt underſtood. Letter on the cove- 
nant of grace, compriſing the ſubſtance, and be- 
ing a kind of recapitulation, of the three forego- 
ing volumes.—A/pa/io ſeized with a ſudden and 
fatal illneſs ; his ſentiments and behaviour in his 
laſt moments. 
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declaration on this head, and act accordin | 

Don't ſcruple to bid your patients ſeek to God 
for a bleſſing; when they are recovered, remind 
them of their obligations to the almighty Ph 4 
ſician; they are reſtored to health, not for the 
poor purpoſes of eating and drinking a little 
more, but to acquaint themſelves with Chriſt Je- 
ſus, to prepare for eternity, and make their fal- 
vation ſure. This would be truly graceful, might 
do much good; and ſhould any one find fault 
with this practice, he muſt not pretend to the 
picty of a Chriſtian; he has not the religion of 
a Heathen. Such a one ſhould remember the 
conduct, and conſider the ſentiments of your 


If, dear Sir, you ſee any thing in this plan that 
is improper, correct it; any thing that is defec- 
tive, ſupply it ; and if any thoughts occur on any 
of the topics, be ſo kind as to ſuggeſt them.— 
Pray have you ever ſeen a book, lately preſented 
to me, and entitled, The marrow of modern diuini- 
ty, with notes by Mr Beton? If you have ſeen 
it, you will not deny me the ſatisfaction of know- 
ing your ſentiments concerning it. Yeſterday a 
learned miniſter (a ſtranger) called upon me, and 
among other ſubjects, we talked of that remark- 
able paſſage in Iſazah, She hath received of the 
Lord's hand double for all her fins What do you 
think is the exaQ meaning of the prophet ? ra\7Þ3 
is a peculiar word. Haubigant tranſlates the 
clauſe, Poſtqtam pro peccatis ſuis multis dedit Domino 
duplices penas ; and ſuppoſes the two captivities, 
Affyrian and Roman, to be the double puriſhment. 
My pious viſitant referred it to the ſatisfaction 
made by Jeſus Chriſt. I objected, that God, not 
the church, received this. To which he replied, 
That the church receives the benefit of the ſatis- 
ſaction; and the expreſſion might be ſynecdo- 
chical, the thing purchaſed for the thing pur- 
chafing. This interpretation, I fancy, would 
have been clearer and leſs exceptionable, if he 
had uſed the word puniſhment, inſtead of ſatio- 
action. Then, as Chriſt and the church are 
one, his ſufferings might be called hers, and his 
righteouſneſs is reckoned hers.—Vitringa gives a 
future ſignification to the verb 1737. She ſhall 
receive, not double puniſhment, but double bleſſ- 
ings, agreeably to that doctrine taught by St Paul, 
Where fin hath abounded, grace ſhall much more a- 
bound.—lI ſhall be glad of your opinion on this 
point; glad of your aſſiſtance in my purpoſed 
work, and above all, glad of your fervent prayers 


for, —dear Sir, your obliged and faithful friend. 
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My dear Friend, Friday Evening. 
S to the matter of defending ME, I think 
non eft tanti. 
more for your converſing like a Chriſtian on e- 
very occaſion, Take all proper opportunities of 
lorifying your divine Maſter, and be ſpreading a- 
B73 the ſavour of his bleſſed name. It would 
bring dignity to your character, I am perſuaded, 
and would command reverence even from gain- 
ſayers, if you was ſometimes to make a frank 


_— 


I am ten thouſand times 


brotner Iapis. 


Non hac humanis opibus, non arte magiſtra 

Proveniunt; neque te, Anea, mea dextera ſervas; 

Major agit Deus, atque opera ad majora remittit, ; 
Virg. An. lib. xii, 


No mortal work is TH1s ; no cure of mine; 
Nor art's effect, but done by hands divine: 
'Tis God ZEneas to the battle ſends ; 

'Tis God preſerves his life, for greater ends. 


Thanks for your advice about what I recom- 
mended to your conſideration, and about my 
own health; God has been better to me, than 
my apprehenſive heart expected. O] that 4 
long as I have breath, it may be employed to 
his honour, who forgiveth all our fins, and 
healeth all our infirmities, and when he heals 
them not, will make them a bleſſing. 

Do, my dear friend, perſiſt in a prudent way, 
to bear your teſtimony for a Maſter, who has 
bought you with his very life, and intends ta 
make you partaker of his everlaſting kingdom. 
If this does you or yours any real harm, re- 
proach me with it, when we ſhall both ſtand in 
the preſence of the whole world, and before the 
tribunal of our Judge. 


Ever yours, while, Oc. 


P. 8. You tell me, that your bufineſs ha 
„lain ſo wide, and you have been ſo much hut 
« ried this ſickly time, that you have ſcarcely 
* had a quarter of an hour to yourſelf for theſe 
« laſt three weeks.” —Oh ! my dear friend 
how much ſoever you may be hurried by the di- 
ſtance and the multiplicity of your avocation, 
don't forget to pray for that wiſdom which!“ 
profitable (or uſeful) to“ direct us, even in the 
ſmalleſt matters, much more in all great and 
weighty affairs. —You who move in ſo conſpicu- 
ous a ſphere, ſo large a field of action, mul 
have very particular occaſion, very preſſing ne- 
ceſſity for divine directic u; and therefore that 
important ejaculation, Di RET ME, O Loks, 
ſhould ever be uppermoſt in your thoughts 
Take ye heed, watch and rays this is the kind 
admonition of the bleſſed Jeſus, who wel 
knows the human frame, and ſees how vel 
liable we are, to be drawn aſide by a variety - 


temptations with which we are daily ſurroun® 
ed. 


* Eccl. x. 10. 


has 
ine 
el 
jeſe 
d |! 
di- 
one, 
1 18 
the 
and 
picu- 
mlt 
| ne- 
> that 
ORD) 
ny. 
kind 
well 
vel 
1ety of 
round- 


n 


Dear Sir, | 
S the interval between the hour of our diſ- 


ſolution, and the day of reſurrection, will, 
In all probability, be very conſiderable, much 
longer than the time of our continuance on 
earth ; it is a very reaſonable and important in- 
quiry, to examine into the circumſtances of this 
ate, The ſcripture, our infallible director, 
which is (ſo copious upon all the grand articles 
of religion, and) filent upon nothing that relates 
to the true happineſs of mankind, has not left 
us without information in this particular, Where- 
as, all other writers grope in the dark; not one 
of them has been able to draw back the curtain, 
or give us (any) the leaſt inſight into the inviſibie 
world: it is to them, and in all their ſyſtems, 
an abſolute terra incognita.—A few of the ſcrip- 
taral diſcoveries may be ſeen in the anſwer to 
following queries. 
ny” When * ſouls, the ſouls of the righ- 
teous, depart from the body; by whom are they 
received ?—By holy angels. The angels were 
miniſtering ſpirits to them, in the days of their 
fleſh, and will be their guard and their convoy, 
when they relinquiſh the earthly tabernacle. 
When Lazarus died, he was carried by angels: 
hat a comfortable privilege is this! not to 
be left ſolitary and deſolate, like a ſhipwrecked 
mariner on ſome unknown coaſt ; but to be un- 
der the guidance and protection of thoſe benevo- 
lent beings! 
2dly, In what place are they lolged ?—This 
is deſcribed, not from our ideas of localit,, or 
any properties of ſpace, but from the ſociety 
and the enjoyments. It is not very material, 
whether they are above or below, in the heaven 
of heavens, (which, I think, is moſt probable), 
or in ſome ſeparate manſion, A diſembodicd 
ſpirit, if under the wrath of God, mutt every 
where be extremely milerable ; if furrounded 
with his favour, will every where be exceceding- 
ly happy. To ſuch a ſpirit, that has no longer 
any connection with ſentible things, God's ſmile 
muſt be heaven, God's frown mult be hell. — 


leer 
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Where- ever this region lies, we are ſure it lies 


under the beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs; 
Chriſt is there, and where he 1s preſent, happi- 
neſs cannot be abſent. Thou Halt be with me, is 
his promiſe to the penitent thief.—A4brebam is 
there, the friend of God, and father of the faith- 
ful. Lazarus, we are told, was carried into 
Abraham's boſom ; and where he reſides, where 
all the children of God, and heirs of glory 
dwell, there muſt be pleaſures :—ſuch pleaſures, 
that the place is called paradiſe; I Hou ſhalt be 
with me in paradiſe. The delightful garden of 
Eden, which the Lord himſelf planted, jand 
which innocent man inhabited, was incompa- 
rably the fineſt, nobleſt ſpot in this ſuvlunary 
world; and this is uſed to give us ſome faint 
repreſentation of thoſe blèſſed abodes, where the 
fouls and ſpirits of the righteous remain till the 


ſhout of the archangel and the trump of God 


lummon them. 
zy, How ſoon are they lodged in this deſira- 
ble ſituation ?—Without delay. I find no men- 
NO RXVUI. 
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tioa of any intermediate purgation, or of any 
period for inaCtivity and torgetfulneſs. To-day 
fhalt thou be with me, is our Lord's expreſſion ; 
and it is obſervable, that the Jew:ſh day was 
very near cloſing, when our Saviour gave up the 
ghoit ; nearer ſtill when that converted malefac- 
tor expired. I have a deſire to be diſhlved, lays St 
Paul, and to be with Chriſt ; he ſpeaks of his re- 
leaſe from clay, and his introduction into the Re- 
deemer's preſence, as initantancous. No ſooner 
does the former commænce, but the latter takes 
place. — What an encouragement is this to fight 
the good fight of faith, and finiſh our courſe 
with alacrity and diligence ! fince we are not to 
wait in wichful but ditappointed expeCtation : 
No, the very moment our warfare is accom- 
plithed, our reward begins. — Which reminds 
me of another inquiry, 


4thly, What is the condition of holy ſouls, in 
this ſeparate ſtate ? 

1. They reſt from their labours ; from all the 
diſorders that afflicted their bodies, from all the 
temptations that diſquie ted their ſouls. They 
are no longer ridiculed and perſecuted by ungod- 
ly men. They have no more conflict with the 
powers of darkneſs and their own corruptions ; 
fin and ſorrow ceaſe eternally. They are freed, 
entirely freed, from every evil. 

2. They enter into peace. They have then 
peace with God, peace in their own thoughts, 
peace with fellow-ſaints, which paſſeth all un- 
derſtanding. Peace implies a poſitive happineſs. 
Peace, in the ſcriptural language, denotes all 
manner of bleſſings, and ſuch is its import in 
the preceding puiſage. In this large extent will 
it be made good to the righteous. When they 
relinquiſh the earthly tabernacle, the ſcales cf 
ignorance fall from their underſtandings ; their 
will is wonderfully conformed to Chriſt's ; ever 
weight drops off from their affections; and their 
holineſs is exceedingly confirmed. They are ho- 
noured with nearer approaches to God, they are 
favoured with clearer manifeſtations of his glory, 
they feel richer emanations of his love, and are 
more and more transformed into his image; c- 
very doubt vanithes, and they rejoice in the pro- 
ſpe, the aſſured and refreſhing proſpect of re- 
cciving all the fulneſs of their everlaſting felicitv. 
I faid tulneis; for though the felicity of the ſoul 
upon its diimittion from mortality is great, is 
high, is to us inconceivable ; yet it will not be 
complete till the body is reunited to it, reani- 
mated by it.— Then that will not only be reſcu- 
ed from corruption, but made like unto Chriſt's 
glorious body, will be dignified with divine ap- 
probation, and that before the largeſt aſſembly 
of men and angels; they will receive a crown of 
righteouſneſs, they will tit on thrones, and judge 
the apoſtate angels; they will then poſſeſs the 
kingdom prepared for them from the foundation 
of the world. 

W hat is ſaid of the righteous may lead us to 
ſome proper conceptions with regard to the wick - 
ed and their tate ; the one is the reverſe of the 
other; as they were quite diſſimilar in their life, 
in their death they are equally different. If the 
righteous are committed to the care of benevolent 
angels, the wicked, it is very probable, are a- 
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bandoned to the inſalts and rage of malevolent 
ſpirits. If the rightcous are admitted into man- 
ſions of bliſs, the wicked are conſigned over to 
the places of horror and torment, where 1s all 
the miſery which is expreſſed by weeping and 
wailing ; all that ſelf- condemnation and an- 
guiſh, which is expreſſed by gnaſhing of 
teeth. If the righteous enjoy the calm of unin- 
terrapted tranquillity, and the light of perpetual 
ſun-ſhine ; the wicked are reſerved in chains of 
darkneſs unto the judgment of the great day ; 
wearied by their own ungovernable paſſions, 
ſtung by eager but unſatisfied deſires, haunted 
by a ſtern upbraiding conſcience.—In a word, 
while the righteous are looking for that bleſſed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 
God, and their Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; they are 
trembling under the diſmal apprehenſions of that 
dreadful day, when Jefus Chriſt ſhall be revealed 
in flaming fire. | | 

I add only a remark on that text of St John, 
to which we are ſo much obliged in this inqui- 
ry, „ Bleſſed are the dead which die in the 
© Lord,” &c.—The Lord muſt certainly fignity, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. —To die in him, muit, I 
think, imply dying in his faith, ſo as to be one 
with him ; intereſted in his mercy, renewed by 
his Spirit, and conformed in ſome prevailing de- 
gree to his image. May this be the ſtate of our 
ſouls, while we live here, and when we depart 
hence. Then tht will be fulfilled to our un- 
ſpeakable and eternal comfort, which is ſpoken 
by another apoltle, To me to live is Chriſt, and to 
die is gain.—l am, dear Sir, yours ſincerely. 


LE TEE ORD: 
My dear Friend, Weſton, Saturday Morn. 


Thought of you in a particular manner on 

Thurſday, being the fad anniverſary on which 
your late excellent lady reſigned this life; and 
at the ſame I thought on thoſe tender lines, 


Famgue dies, ni fallor, adeſt; quem ſemper acerbum, 
Semper honoratum, fic Dn voluiſtis, habebo u. 
Virg. En. lib. V. 


I cannot but take notice of the wiſdom and 
piety of my favourite poet ; he teaches his hero 
to reſolve all afflictive and dark diſpenſations, in- 
to the gracious will of God ; and to derive his 
conſolation from this belief, Sie Dii voluiſtts, is 
a ſort of imitation of the good old prieſt Eli, Ii 
is the Lord, let him do what feemeth him good. It is 
not much unlike the exemplary acknowledgment 
of the patriarch Job, The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away, bleſſed be the name of the 
Lord ! j 

I am thankful for your preſent of Vanierii 
prædium ruſticum. It is a very beautiful piece: 
uni Virgilio ſecundus; the moſt elegant and correct 
Latin compoſition, that I have met with among 
the moderns. 

I have no fault to find, and no alteration to 
offer, witk regard to the little tract that you 


; 


* The Engli/b of which is,—* Now the day, if I miſtake 
« not, is at hand, which (ſuch has been the will of heaven) I 
«© ſhall always account a day of ſorrow, always a day to be 
© honoured.” | 


0 
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ſubmit to my correction. —But what ſhall 1 f. 
to my dear friend himſelf? Oh! what oppor. 
tunities of doing good, ſubſtantial and immortal 
good, do you loſe, do you ſquander away ! Ob. 
portunities, that are flying from you upon 15 
ſwifteſt wings of time; and when once gone, 
are never to be recovered.— I don't fo much I 
think of your neglecting buſineſs ; but do let th. 
world fee, that buſineſs may be managed, great 
buſineſs managed, and yet Chriſt and eternal 
ages not forgot. Let men ſee, that the com. 
forts of Chriſtianity, the privileges of the go- 
ſpel. are fo truly delightful, as to be the mot 
effectual ſovereign refreſhment, under the fa. 
tignes of a burthenſome employ. Thus doine 
you would be a credit and high recommend}. 
tion to religion; and bleſſed would you be, if 
your Maſter, when he cometh, ſhould find you { 
doing You will excuſe my freedom; and in 
return, I will not ceaſe to pray, that he love of 
Chriſt may conſtrain you, 2 Cor. v. 14.—l am, Ge 


—— 


n m——, 


rn atv, 


My dear Friend, Tueſday Myrn. 
E L L might Dr Doddridge fay, © that, 
« in Saurin's * ſermons, the excelen- 
* cies of Demoſthenes and Cicero were united.“ — 
Never did I meet with any thing equal to the 
paſſages which the Doctor was fo obliging as to 
tranſlate, purpoſely to give me ſome ideas of this 
celebrated writer.—He ſeems to have underſtood 
the goſpel well, and all the powers of oratory 
were combined in him.—l dare ſay he preached 
from his heart, and the grace of God accom- 
panied his words.—If I have been ſo mich at- 
fected merely by this deſultory tranſlation, how 
much more ſhould I be tranſported, was I (like 
you) ſufficiently ſkilled in the French language 
to read the original itſelf! Saurin, it ſeems, Was 
a Proteſtant; and I am told, that in Holland, where 
he exerciſed his miniſtry, the ſtreets were ſo 
crouded for ſeveral hours before the ſervice be- 
gan, that it was very difficult to gain admiſſion. 
Is it not aſtoniſhing, that the ſermons of ſo 
popular a preacher, and ſo eminent a writer, 
ſhould not as yet have been put into an Eng! 
dreſs : But this I preſume is owing to the dif- 
ficulty of doing juſtice to an author of his ex- 
traordinary genius, —T am well aware, that few 
are equal to ſuch an undertaking ; but if there 
was a ſpirited tranſlation of thefe animating fer- 
mons, publiſhed in weekly numbers, they would 
be well received, and might, through the divine 
bleſſing, be the means of doing much good to 
the community. 
I have been enabled, bleſſed for ever be God! 
to perform my office, and preach to a crouded 
congregation, Teſus ſaid the third time, Simon, 


fon of Jonas, loveſt thou me? was the text. O! 


that it may be the power of God to the ſalvation 
of the hearers! — I hope, my diſorder ith my 
head, and pain in my teeth, are not increaſed, 
though I felt the cold air breathe upon my face; 
for the church was ſo thronged, that it was not 


* Sarin's ſermons were originally wrote in French; — h we 
paſſed through various editions ;—and are now printed in 
twelve octavo volume. 


ng; . 


Aeon 


practicable to ſhut the door. Oh! for faith in 
the almighty Guardian, the almighty Phyſician ! 
This, I preſume, will find you ſafely returned 
com London to your own habitation ; but though 
come back to your reſting-place, yet more and 
note ſenſible that we are but ſtrangers and pil- 
>rims on the earth. 
I hope ere long to ſee you at Weſton ; for I can 
ure you, my dear Sir, that amongſt the many, 
many friends that dearly love you, no one can 


naue a more affectionate regard for you than 
Yours unalterably, 


— 


—— 


F. 


Dear Sir, p. 25. 1755. 
Lately received a letter from my very valuable 
friend Mr *, an extract of which 1 here 
tranſcribe, as he has made ſome juſt remarks on 
Mr Burnham's blameable behaviour in refufing 4 
help of a ian. I believe you can anſwer for 
= 3 never be guilty of that fault; 
as I think altogether with the wiſe ſon of Srrach, 
that tbe Lord hath created the phyſician, and that 
ach are to be regarded for the uſes we may have of 
gem. Ihe Lord likewiſe hath created medicines out 
f the earth, and be that is wiſe will not abbor them. 
Ecclus XXXvill. 

« ] have” (ſays my correſpondent) ** been 
reading Burnham's Pious Memorials, as it was 
« publiſhed with a recommendatory preface by 
you, in behalf of his diſtreſſed widow. The 
dying behaviour of Dr Andrew Rivet, page 
** 212. and Dr Peter du Moulin, page 263. charms 
« me exceedingly, Every word has its weight, 
and ſhines like a well-ſet diamond in a ring; 
or, as Solomon expreſles it, /ike an at ple of gold 
* ina picture of ſilver.— Mr Burnham was un- 
doubtedly an excellent man, but he does not 
ſeem to come up to theſe in divine knowledge. 
Methinks I don't ſo well approve of his refu- 
* {ing the help of a pHVYSICIAN, page 431. 
and the flight with which he treated ſuch a 
e propoſal. —lIt does indeed ſhew, that he lived 
quite above the fear of death; but at the ſame 
time it ſhews great weakneſs of mind. Life 
and health are mercies in the eſteem of hea- 
ven; and the dying Chriſtian ought to eſteem 
every thing as Go p eſteems it. Suppole ſuch 
a one deſires to die, yet ſtill he ought to uſe 
every lawful means to live, to make the will 
of God his own, and to be willing to conti- 
nue even out of heaven, as long as his heaven- 
* ly Father pleaſes.— The ſame weakneſs of 
mind appears in his deſiring his friends not to 
pray for his life, and in his being ſorry that 
they made ſo much ado, page 433.— Had he 
* requeſted them to pray for him importunately, 
yet in humble ſubmiſſion to the will of God, 
and to be ſure to acquieſce in it, whether for 
life or death, methinks it had been better.— 
An earneſt deſire of a ſpeedy diſſolution has led 
* ſome pious martyrs, and ſome dying Chriſtians 
too, into a miſtake, which it is proper to take 
* notice of, but more proper to avoid.“ 

How do you approve of the following method 
in converting with the ſurvivors after the loſs of 


3 


Lad 


* 
Lal 
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a dear child, or friend ?—It is merely a ſketch ; 
yet a due regularity is preſerved by the three di- 
viſions ; and ſome of the heads on each diviſion 
are to be cnlarged upon or omitted, and others 
added occaſionally.— The uſe of ſuch ſketches 
may be ſeen in the preface to Mr Richords's Hints 
for rehgious converſation with the aſſiified; whoſe 
plan, though ſome of his hints are not ſufficiently 
adapted to the caſe deſcribed, I highly approve ; 
as it cannot but be ſerviceable to every Chriſtian, 
who 3s defirous of entering into ſpiritual diſ- 
courſe: and more particularly to young clergy- 
men, who would do well to tranſcribe, ſtudy, 
and improve thoſe hints; as they are too often at 
a loſs how to exhort, admonith, or comfort, as 
various diſpoſitions and circumſtances require, — 
When you ſend me your opinion, make ſuch al- 
terations as occur to you. 


The conſolation. 


It is God's will, —who itill continues many com- 
forts to us.— 

His will always wiſe, good, beſt. 

We are his creatures.—He has a right to us, as we 
have to our cattle or lands, 

It is the Lord's doing.— This was the ſupport of 
Eli, Job, Hezekiah. 


The improvement. 


For us men ſicken, and for us they die.” (Dr 
Young's Night-Thoughts.) 

To wean our hearts from the world. 

To ſet our affections there, where true joys are 
to be found. | 

To excite us with greater diligence to prepare 
for our 0:yn great change. 


Our cwn preparation. 


The only preparation is to ſecure the favour of 
Chriſt, and an intereſt in his merits, by which 
we are pardoned and juſtified. 

A participation of the Spirit of Chriſt, by which 
we are made fit {or heaven. 


I hope you remeinber, not without a pleaſing 
mixture of gratitude and joy, your divine, yet 
bleeding Lord. I hope you feel a more comfort- 
able truſt, that your ſins are done away through 
that all-atoning blood ; and that you pray with 
a more iteady faith for that moſt bleſſed Spirit, 
which was ſealed to our enjoyment in the holy 
ſacrament, of which we were ſo lately parta- 
kers. 

I defire you would enter into ſome ſpiritual 
converſation with the bearer, whom J have re- 
commended to you ; you will then ſee the more 
than rocky hardneſs of the human heart, and the 
abſolute need of prayer, and almighty grace, in 
order to make it ſuſceptible of ſaving impreſſions, 
I care ſay you will draw ſeveral uſeful concluſions 
from this interview, though your attempts for 
his benefit, I fear, will prove ineffectual. 

A gentleman yeſterday told a ſtory, well atteſt- 
ed, which you'll be pleaſed to hear, as it ſhews 
in a very ſtrong light the uſe of thoſe paſſages of 
ſcripture, which the unthinking are too apt to 
conſider as uſeleſs. A certain libertine, of a moſt 
abandoned character, happened accidentally to 
{troll into a church, where he heard the fifth 
chapter of Gengis, importing that ſo long lived 
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ſuch and ſuch perſons, and yet the concluſion was, 
they died. Enos lived 905 years, and he died ;— 
Feth 912, and he died ;—Methuſelah 969, and he 
died. The frequent repetition of the words, he 
died, (notwithſtanding the great length of years 
they had lived), ſtruck him fo deeply with the 
thought of death and eternity, that it changed 
his whole frame.—He attended the remaining 
part of the divine ſervice with the utmoſt terioul- 
neſs; went home, and prayed earneſtly to God 
for forgiveneſs, and the aſliſtance of is Ho- 
ly Spirit ;—and became from an infamous liber- 
tine, a moſt exemplary Chriſtian.—By this chap- 
ter we ſee, how ſoon youth, health, and all 
worldly delights muſt end. 'This, to a worldly- 
minded man, caſts a damp upon all theſe defi- 
Table things; but to a ſoul acquainted with Chriſt, 
and in affection removed from hence already, 
no thought is ſo ſweet as this. Enos died, Set 
died, Methuſelah died, and (bleſſed be God for 
the privilege of death) fo thall I.—lIt helps much 
to carry us chearfully through wreſtlings and dif- 
ficulties, through better and worſe. We lee the 
land of promiſe near, — We ſhall quickly pats or- 
dan, and be at home — There will be an end of 
the many vexations of this life, —an end of fin,— 
an end of temptations, —nay an end of prayer it- 
lelf; to which will ſucceed new ſongs of endleſs 
praiſes. Oh let us often reflect on what St Peter 
advances : he end of all things is therefore at band, 
be ye ſober, and watch unto prayer.” 1 Pet. iv. 7. 

| bope you will well weigh this, —and intro- 
duce ſpiritual diſcourſe whenever a fair opportu- 
nity preſents, —Set your face as a flint amongſt 
the great. —Eſtablith your heart as ; rock; and 
1:t nothing, nothing divert you from furthering 
the intereſt of Chriſt, where-ever you yourſelf 
have any intereſt, —lt is like plunging into cold 
water perhaps at firſt, but aftcrwards comes a 
low all over you. Remember what I now ſay, 
thould you live thirty or forty years longer, yet 
when you come to die, take my word for it, you 
will wiſh you had converied more on and for 
Chriſt. | 

I am ſatisfted from the ſacred oracles, as 
elear as light, concerning the origin of evil, 
And if any one, without having recourſe to re- 
velation, can ſatisfactorily ſolve that queſtion, 
erit mihi magnus Apollo — My dear friend, let the 
word of Chriſt dwell in us richly. 

— Thanks for the uſe of Wharton's and Pitt's 

Virgil. All the Syrens ſing in his lines, but the 
JOYFUL SOUND is no where heard, Was the 
ear of our ſoul tuned aright, there would be more 
muſic in this one ſentence trom the King of hea- 
ven, I have called you friends, (John xv. 15.), 
than in all the Ziad and all the Æneid. 


I am ever and 


affectionately yours. 


— PII ——_ 
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Dear Sir, Woeſton-Favell, Sept. 20.1755. 
OU threaten to put my patience to the trial, 


all. 
— 


I ſhall only reply, Oh that my patience may ſup- 
port all other rials with the tame complacency 
and chearfulneſs, as I am perſuaded it will ſup- 


by a very long letter of ſcriptural criticiſms. 
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port i:ſeif under this !—=Your obſervat 
much value, and take a ſingular pleaſure in read 
ing. The Lord Jeſus enable you to mult; 4 
them, and me to profit from them! ang 1755 
us both to love his holy name, ever 75 
more | 


[ am entirely of your opinion with regard t 
the worth, the ineſtimable worth of the preſs g 
life; etpecially when there is a comfortab! . 
ſpect of being uleful in our generation. 
ſtate affords tue only opportunity of doing 
to immortal ſouls. The dead ſerve not their 
Lord in the work of the goſpel. The livin. 
the living only, are entruſted with the preciou: 
oitize of turning ſinners from darkneſs to light, 
therefore the living ſhould value this diſtinguich. 
ed prerogative at a high rate.— Perhaps, yo, 
think, that I was the writer of Mr Burnham; 
life. From a queſtion propoſed to me very latel 
by a clergyman, I fancy, that others think 0 
ſame “; but I neither was the author, nor do [ 
know the author's name. 

| have ſent you the third edition of Ther aud 
Afpaſio ; you will obſerve, that I have made ſome 
alteration in dialogue xvi. and that I ſtil] adhere 
to my firſt opinion, with regard to faith. I aſſure 
myſclf, you can bear with me, though I should 
continue, in this particular point, to vary ſome. 
what from your way of thinking, I hall be 
truly glad and thankful, if you will examine me 
with the rigour of a critic, and muſter up again 
my doctrine the ſtrongeſt objections you can con- 
ceive; for I do earneſtly with and frequently pray, 
that not any notion of mine, but the holy truth 
of God may prevail.—You «vill alſo obſerve, what 
advantage I have made of your remark on Vitrin- 
ga's interpretation of 1/. xxx, 18. 

I {hall expect your animadverſions on Mr Mar- 
ſhall with eagerneſs; and though he is my conn- 
ſellor, my comforter, and my favourite, I truſt 
] ſhall not be blind to his faults, nor refuſe to fee 
his miſtakes. May the wiſdom of heaven guide, 
direct, and teach, dear Sir, 


Your afteCtionate and obliged friend, Cc. 


10n5 [1 Very 


more ang 


e pro- 
This 


good 


— 
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My dear Friend, Weſton- Favell, Oct. 23. 1755. 


I Have received, and am very much obliged for 
your remarks on Mr MarfhalPs treatiſe of 
Sanctiſicatiun. They are truly judicious ; and fe 
veral of them command my aſſent. You will 
wonder to fee, how ſtrongly I have recommended 
this book in the 16th Dialogue of my Theron aud 
Aſpe/io, p. 342. of the ſpreſent] edition. It has been 
eminently bleſſed to my own ſoul: there is no 
religious treatiſe I read, which does me more 
good. Pray be ſo kind as to execute what yo! 
propoſed. —Shew me how Mr Marſhall's method 
may be improved; for I would gladly tread in lis 
ſteps on this account, as well as on others, that! 
may have an opportunity of acknowledging | 
miſtakes, and cautioning my reader. 
Downhame's Chriſtian warfare, againſt the dev 


Mr Hervey was ſolicited to write the preface to Burner 
Pious Memorials, which he complicd with as an act of comp® 
ſion to the widow, who thought his name might promote the 
ſale of the book for her benefit, See this preface, abo“ 
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the world, and the fleſh, I will immediately en- 
geavour to procure. | ſhould be glad, if you 
would point out other excellent books. I am 
ſometimes aſked to give a friend or a ſtudent a ca- 
tlogue of the moſt excellent authors (particular- 
ly of religious authors.) To do this, ſeems to be 
a valuable piece of ſervice, eſpecially as it is ſo un- 
happily neglected by the conductors of our youth- 
ful ſtudies. N : | 

Your laſt paragraph is particularly kind and 
obliging : but however your benevolence may 
regard and repreſent it, I ſhall always eſteem and 
acknowledge it as a ſingular favour to receive 
our critical obſervations. In which, as in the 
threads made of {ilk and gold, there is always 
2 moſt agreeable mixture of learning and deyo- 
tion. 

Pray what do you apprehend to be the mean- 
ins of St Paul? 1 Cor. ix. 26. „ os e/mas.. Dr 
Doddridge tranſlates the paſſage thus: Not as 
„ one who is to paſs undiſtinguiſhed.“ In the 
ſame chapter, verſe 23. another dithculty occurs, 
wa, ov{nnnov 3 aut Yo: — | Cor. Xii. 31. LnuTe Ss Ta 
yo eichaſa ra upeiſ ta, Dr Doddriage underſtands as a 
reprehenſion, not as an encouragement. He 
tranſlates the words, „Ve contend earneſtly a- 
« bout the beſt gifts ;” and interprets the clauſe, 
« envying, and, it may be, detracting from the 
« ſuperior endowments of others,” 1s this right ? 
See chap. xiv. 1.—T am at ſome loſs to make out 
the propriety of Te nur K. E,s! Col. ii. 14. 
How is the hand-writing of ordinances ſaid to 
be contrary to us ? -The ceremonial law, which I 
ſuppoſe is meant by 42yu25», was not contrary to, 
but promotive of the comfort and peace of the 


Jewiſh worſhippers. The moral law indeed ſpoke 


terror, and nothing but terror to impotent man. 
But the law of ſacrifices and waſhings brought 
the glad tidings of atonement and purification, 
which muſt be very conſolatory. What is the 
preciſe ſignification of Fg npuer, fν¼CMu DO 
they refer to any uſages cuſtomary and current 
in thoſe times? 

Let me now ſubmit to your examination a very 
ſingular criticifm or two of Father Houbigant's. 
On I/. ii. 22. he ſays, Non dubitamus, quin fucrit 
ali ſeriptum, 9 , Nam altitudinem flatu 
dencit. Homo, cujus ſpiritus eft in naribus ejus, eft 
iz, ſilius hominis, Meſias, de quo in toto hoc capite 
vaticinatur Jeſaias. Duem Meſſiam Jude ty niſi 
Ware timent, none eos non impune laturos. Qut 
M. ſias, homo factus. volvit naribus ventos et tem- 
peſtates, quibus ipjorum et urbem et rempublicam ſit 
everſurus. Again, chap. iii. 10. he ſays, : 
Plerique, poſt Vulgatum, dicite juſto, qua interpre- 
falione peccant dupliciter. Nam 1. legitur N Juſtus 
vel juflum, non pad juſto. 2. Parum ad rem ter- 
riltbus minis, que anteceſſerunt et que ſequuntur, 
mterſeritur iſte ſerino ad juſtum habitus. Nebis ſatis 
vd pro u Nempe erat futurum, ut Judi 
juſium hgarent, Romaniſque vinctum traderent.— His 
verſion is, Alligant jujtum, quia bonus et. — Lou 
ul begin to think, that our author is extremely 
ond of the ſpiritual ſenſe, and defirous to find 
S hriſt or Chriſtian ſentiments in every place. But 
he is ſeldom (however it has happened in the afore- 
ted texts) liable to err on this tide of the queſtion. 

dr What he remarks on V xxxiii. 24. OY NUN 
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057 
Jun mRyn N71 Agitur preda exercitus Afſyriorum, 
poſt eorum fugam, dividenda inter eos, qui vicints in 
locis habitant. Nihil ad eam predam in quitas: nihil 
etiam ad antedicta, qui habitat in ea. Nam ea, de 
qua habitatione dicatur, neſcitur. Nihil denique ad 
rem Nn, eager ſum. Non promiſerat Deus, nul- 
las fore in regione ægrotes, aut in lecto jacentes tum, 
cum dividenda eſſet præda. Sed omnia plana et com- 
moda erunt, fi pro Dom, legas g, . prohibitus 
ſum; fi pro mM. n in eis, ft deniqu? pro ry, legas 
ny predam ſuam, RU DA BPH myn NN 72 2v 1ax' 
og, y. Non dicet vicinus, prohibitus ſum ; populus qui 
habit abit apud eos, tollet prædam ſuam, Quitbus ver- 
bis prenunciatur, prædam de Aſſyrits fore tautaim, 
ut omnes liccntiam habiturti ſiut predandi, et abdu- 
cendi domum prædas ſuas. | 
Hoſ. vi. 3. 132) et cognoſcamus. Parum com- 
mode cognoſcamus, ubi ſequitur, et perſequamur cog- 
nitionem. Properea non dubitamus, quin Ofee ſeri- 
pſerit Wynn, et conventamus, ut deinde apte veniat, 
et ſequamur, five curramus ad cognoſcendum Domi- 
num. The next verſe he thus tranſlates: Quid ſaciam 
tibi, Ephraim, quid ſaciam tibi, Juda, ut adſit vo- 
bis miſericordia, velut matutina nubes, et ut res que 
mane effunditur ? Certe ego, quod volui, feci prophetis 
tuis; interſect eos per verba oris mei, et ex judiciis de 
te meis lux orietur. He changes um into Tyan. 
[ was not a little puzzled about Fer. xviii. 14. 
Houbigant, according to his cuſtom, firſt alters, 
then interprets ; thus he would read the paſſage : 
NM D . BD wy DN. vi fovy Ty an 
39. An deſerit calx pætram, vel nix Libanum ? 
An relinquunt aquæ ſcaturientes defluxus currentium 
aquarum ? | 
When you have leiſure and inclination for cri- 
tical ſtudies, I ſhall be greatly obliged for your 
opinion on theſe points; as I am for your very 
friendly and very ſolid defence of me in the Lau- 
don Magazine.—May the King of ſaints proſper 
the works of your pen, aad return the acts of 
your kindneſs into your own boſom !—Let me 
once more beg of you to direct me to the moſt 
improviag books you have met with. No long- 
er ago than yeſterday a young clergyman, whom 
I had never ſeen before, made me a viſit, and at- 
tended a lecture which I gave my pariſh in Meſton 
church on a Wedneſday evening, at ſeven o'clock. 
An amiable gentlemen truly! He ſeems migh 
well inclined : wonders, that his brethren don't 
make edifying ſubjects, ſuch as juſtification and 
ſanctification, the favourite topics of their diſ- 
courſe, Now I don't know what more ſub- 
ſtantial ſervice could do ſuch a perſon, than to 
recommend to his ſtudy ſome proper books. The 
udings therefore of a judious evangelical author, 
with a little ſketch of his character and diſtin- 
guiſhing excellency, might be a bleſſing to others, 
and a bleſſing to mylelf. A favour, a welcome 
tavour, I am very ſure, it would he to, 
Dear Sir, your much obliged, 
and truly-affectionate friend, &c. 


— —_—c_ 
bo. ——— 
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My dear Friend, Weſton- Favell, Dec. 13. 1755. 

Received your laſt valuable favour in due time. 

I ſhould have made my acknowledgments 

ſooner, but I ſtaid to get 0 incloſed little pam- 
+8 D 


W 


o 
658 A' COLLECTION 


phlet “, which I want much to have you peruſe, 
and to have your opinion concerning it. There 
ſcems to me to be much good ſenſe and ſolid 
argument, much more than, I apprehend, could 
have been produced on the occaſion.—l read your 
remarks with great attention; and I humbly 
truſt that God will execute the office, and accom- 
pliſh the bleſſing mentioned in the portion of 
ſcripture, which gave a reliſh to our breakfaſt this 
morning. 


Ny1 PIR 190N, P/al. xciv. 10. 


I read the paſſape in a ſmall Hebrew Bible with- 
out points; and the firſt word of the verſe ſeem- 
ed to me, not 0, but ON which, in my opi- 
nion, yields the beſt ſenſe: He that made, up- 
holds, eftabliſhes the nations, &c. I have conlulted 
Houbigant, but he makes no alteration, 

Indeed we have need of divine teaching. A- 
midſt the variety of opinions, which ever did, 
and perhaps ever will ſubſiſt in our imperfect 
ſtate, he only who is the wonderful Counſellor, 
poſſeſſes the unerring clue. —A letter from Dun- 
fermline in Scotland, received by the laſt poſt, and 
written by a ſtranger, informs me,—that, upon 
the doctrine of ſanctification, there is a ſtandard- 
book; and this ſtandard- book, he adds, is Mar- 
/hell's geſpelumyſtery. Mr Moſes Browne tells me, 
he is publiſhing a little piece of poetry, entitled 
Piercy Lodge, the Duke of Somerſet's leat, | wrote 
at the dehre of the late Duke and Ducheſs in 
the year 1749. Had they lived, poor Browne 
would have met with the encouragement he de- 
ſerves. They loved him, and fully intended to have 
ſerved him]. Whenit makes its appearance, I will 
deſire you to accept of a copy. — l am, &c. 


—— — 


TCC 


Dear : 

HIS letter will come to your hands, as the 
I bleſſings of the everlaſting goſpel are offered 
to our ſouls, without money and without price. 

Be under no concern about the report you men- 
tion; it gives me not one moment's uneaſineſs. We 
have acted, I truſt, as faithful ſtewards of our Ma- 
ſter in heaven; and if he approves, how very inſig- 
nificant is the cenſure of men! And what,--ah what 
is a little miſrepreſentation, or a few laſhes from 
tattling tongues, compared with thoſe cruel mock- 
ings, which our divine and dying Redeemer bore ! 

You are, I find, as I too often am, in poor Pe- 
ters condition, when our Lord addreſſed him, 
with that tender rebuke, O thou of little faith, 
wherefore didſi thou doubt? — Wherefore indeed 
do we doubt? ls he not an all-ſufficient Savi- 
our? Is not his death a complete atonement, ſuf- 
ficient to take away the ſins of a whole world ? 
Is not his righteouſneſs a perfect rightequſnels, 
able to juſtify even the moſt ungodly ?—Does not 


his Godhead impart an infinite dignity to both? 


rendering them more powerful to ſave, than mil- 
lions, unnumbered millions of fins are to deſtroy ? 


Is he not a willing Saviour ?—How willing 


was Jeſeph to give the good of the land of Egypr 
to his aged father ?—How willing was Jonathan, 


* A little pamphlet on the marks and evidences of faith, 


wrote by Mr Cudwerth of Norwich. 


ſelf to our ſouls, to reconcile us to his almi 
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to ſcreen his beloved David from Saul's wrath ? 
—How willing is an indulgent parent, to deal 
out bread to his hungry child? Equally willin 
abundantly more willing is Chriſt to give Thug 
Father, to fit us for his kingdom, and take - 4 
his glory.—A parent does not chuſe to die for his 
child :—Tonathan never ſpilt his blood for Davit 
— nor did eh lay down his life for tha; 
good old man Jacob. But this, all this, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt freely undertook, freely un- 
derwent for us. What could he do more to af. 
ſure us of his love ?—Lert us contemplate the 
{tory of his bitter, bitter paſſion. Let us view 
him proſtrate, in an agony of ſorrow, on the cold 
ground; extended, with racking torture, on the 
accurſed tree; laid, all pale and mangled with 
wounds, in the gloomy ſepulchre. And ſure 
we ſhall have a ſtronger proof of Chriſt's will. 
ingneſs to ſave us, than the teſtimony of ten 
thouſand miniſters preaching on earth, or of ten 
thouſand angels ſpeaking from heaven. 

Is he not a faithful Saviour? Having loved his 
own, he loveth them even unto the end. As his 
eyes never ſlumber, nor ſleep, ſo his care for his 
people 15 never intermitted ; he has written their 
names on the palms of his hands, and their eternal 
intereſts are ever before him; he will never, never, 
never leave nor forſake them; no, not in any cir- 
cumſtance, nor on any account. They are his pe- 
culiar treaſure, and the ranſom of his own dear 
life; they are the recompenſe for all his ſufferings, 
ad are to be the jewels in his mediatorial crown; 
therefore they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any 
pluck them out of his hand. —Neither life, nor 
death, nor things preſent, nor things to come, ſhall 
be able to ſeparate them from his love, from his 
botom, from his heart.— Happy art thou, O V. 
rael! who is like unto thee, O people ſaved by the 
Lord? who is the ſhield of thy belp, and the fword 
of thy excellency. I be eternal God is thy refuge, and 
underneath are the everlaſting arms ; ſurcly then thou 
mayſt dwell in fafety, Deut xxxiu. 27. &c. 

Are we unworthy finners? We readily own 
it, and oh ! that we may deeply feel it ! But did 
not Chriſt chuſe to converſe with publicans and 
ſinners? Did he not come to ſeek and to fave 
that which was loſt ?—The ſame ſpirit which 
actuated him on earth, he retains now he 1s ex- 
alted into heaven; let not therefore our deplo- 
rable vileneſs be our hinderagce, but our incite- 
ment to apply to the ever-gracious Friend of 
finners.—Indeed, if we were not finners, we 
ſhould not be proper objects for the Saviour. 
They that are whole need not a phyſician, but thty 
that are fick; for ſuch he made his ſoul an of- 
fering, and for ſuch he brought in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs ; he makes interceſſion, not for the 
righteous, but for tranſgreſſors; and thoſe that 
are afar off, in rebellion and apoſtaſy, are brought 
nigh —nigh to God, and home to heaven, ) 
the blood of Chriſt. 

May theſe conſiderations fink into our hearts 
and be made the ſeed of a lively, growing, 4 
joyful faith And may the Lord direct us boti 

(as we both groan in this tabernacle, and uy 
burthened) into the love of God, and the patias 
waiting fer of Jeſus / when this lar guiſhing, 111 


rn 


corruptible body will lie down in peace, and reſt 
in hope; and the ſoul, delivered from every con- 
flict, cleanſed from every ſtain, will be ever, for 
ever with the Lord, Amen and amen, ſays 


Yours, Osec. 


r 0: WIE 


My dear Friend, Weſton: Favell, Dec. 15. 1755. 
Return you my belt thanks, for ſending me 
a copy of ſo ſmart and ſenſible a letter, which 
came to me very apropos; and which I think is 
ſo likely to do good in this diſputatious age, that 
| wiſh 1t was print-d in ſome of the magazines 
and public papers.—1 am much obliged to you 
for your kind caution againſt my being drawn in- 
to a controverſy, particularly by the very warm 
and overbearing Mr ***, who is now grown 
impatient of the leaſt contradiction, and fir from 
being a deſirable companion or correſpondent. 

Controverſy is as mueh my averſion as it can 
be yours ; for where that begins, religion too of- 
ten ends; and | ſhall not enter the liſts, I promiſe 
you, with any one, unleſs I am abſolutely neceſ- 
litated to it. But if I am compelled to appear in 
print on ſuch an occaſion, I thall endeavour to 
pav due regard to Solomon's excellent advice, vg. 
A ſoft anſwer turneth away wrath, but grievous 
words ſtir up anger, Prov. xv. 1.—inſtead of 
exaſperating my adverſary by cutting reprehen- 
fions, Iwill, if poſſible, conſtrain him, by a can - 
did and reſpectful treatment, to moderate his tem- 
per ; and, by a coercive propriety of arguments, 
perſuade him to relinquiſh ſuch tenets, as I think 
erroneous. 

God grant that I may never behave with an 
indecent reſentment, how great ſoever may be the 
provocation of my gainſayers ; but that, in all 
my writings and converſations, I may avoid the 
haſty ſpirir, leſt I injure my own peace of mind, 
and diſgrace my profeſſion as a Chriſtian and a 


miniſter. 


t is a rule with me, always to ſpeak well of 
the good qualities even of bad men, eſpecially 


when others are cenſuring them with an unmer- 


ciful ſeverity ;—and I could with, that every con- 
trovertaliſt would learn ſo much candour, as to 
put the beſt conſtruction on his opponent's book, 
and to embrace what was in general good in it, 
however he might doubt or cenſure ſome particu- 
lar opinions of the contending author. 

To live peaceably with all men, is my earneſt 
deſire and my daily prayer; and in order to do 
this, I am more and more convinced of the ne- 
cefſity of candour, humility, and a conſcientious 
'cgard to the example of our Lord and Saviour 
Jcſus Chriſt.—l am, my deat friend, 


Affectionately and inviolably yours. 


A copy of the letter above mentioned, never before 
i printed. 
Dear Sir, 
Have a ſtrong and ſettled averſion to all man- 
ner of diſpute, in things that relate to a 
meſſage of perfect peace and love. The kingdom 
of God is no more opinion, than it is meat and 
drink —and argumentation can have little to do 
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where a new neart, and a right ſpirit is the buſi- 
neſs, or work to be performed. 


If we prevail in our diſputes, (though I believe 
there is not a fingle inſtance in which either of 
the antagoniſts ever condeſcended publicly to 
own himſelf in the wrong), our adverſaries then 
become baffled worldlings : — if they prevail, 
then they become worldlings triumphant. —When 
we deal much in diſputes, we ſoil our ſouls, and 
endanger the temper of meekneſs and love, which 
we are ſo frequently injoined to cultivate, and 
which are the very badge of Chriſtianity. 

As for amicable diſputes in religion, tis as er- 
rant cant as an amicable ſuit at law,—A diſpute 
about the ſacrament, as naturally removes the 
mind out of its ſtate of perfect charity, as a 
quarrel about a whore,—The ſubject alters no- 
thing; 'tis the temper of mind wherewith we 
handle theſe matters, that defiles the man; and 'tis 
morally impoſſible to meddle to any purpole, 
without having the mind diſordered. 

St Paul was plainly of the ſame opinion, when 
he wrote thus to Timothy ; If any man conſent not 
to wholeſome words, even the words of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and to the diftrine which is according 
to godlineſs, he ts 5 knowing nothing, but d ting 
about queſtions and flrifes of words, whereof cometh 
envy, ſtrife, railings and ſurmiſes, perverſe diſputings 
of men of corrupt minds, and deſtitute of the truth, 

ſuppofing that gain is godlineſs : from ſuch withdraw 
thyſelf. 1 Tim. vi. 3. ; 

This is the conſtant caſe of all the diſputers in 
the goſpel itſelf.— The more they argued, the 
further they were always from the point; inſo— 
much that even thole who are ſaid to believe on 
Chriſt, at the beginning of the chapter of diſ- 
pute, before the end of it take up ſtones to caſt 
at him. | 

In ſhort, till a man be a Chriſtian in ſome mea- 
ſure, he has neither ab lity, nor any right in na- 
ture to talk about it.— Tis more abſurd than a 
controverſy betw.en a fiſh and a fowl, about the 
beſt and moſt commodious element to breathe in. 

The peace and purity of our own miads, is of 
more value than of every other endowment.— 
For my own part, I had rather be able to bear pa- 
tiently the nick-name of fool or madman, than 
to become famous for all the wiſdom and prudence 
which the world knows how to commend and e- 
ſteem. 

In this poverty of ſpirit, I would heartily en- 
treat all my friends, earneſtly to ſeek after that 
love and peace, which is only to be found in che 
face or ſimilitude of our dear Maſter, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt —The want of this moſt amiable 
and Chriſtian diſpoſition in ſome eminent profeſſ- 
ors, for I never admired a rough and boiſterous 
zeal, has often ſtartled and chagrined him who 
is, dear Sir, yours very lincerely, R. W. 


P. 8. We may talk what we will about reli- 
gion, it is nothing leſs than a divine temper.— 
What is ſhort of this is PRATING about religion, 
and that's all, —1 meet with many doctrinal Chri- 
ſtians, who are very dabs at chapter and verſe, and 
yet very bond-flaves to earth and ſelf.— Spiritual 
Chriſtians (which are the only true ones) are al- 
moſt as ſcarce as phœnixes. : 
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My dear Friend, Saturday Morning. 


ET me exhort you to live as on the borders 
of eternity, and often to reflect where the 
late fall fron your horſe might have hurried you, 
Eternity is at hand. —Iſe that cometh will come, 
and will nt tarry. Oh that your ſoul may proſper ; 
for without that, what are all the riches, plea- 
fares, and honours of this earth! But it cannot 
proſper, unleſs the world be under foot, and your 
affe tions fixed on Jeſus. What beſides him, 
my dear friend, deſerves a thought ? And how 
tenderly has he dealt with us, notwithſtanding all 
our ingratitude and provocations ? I can ſay no 
more than I have ſaid to you; but I pity you, 
and I pray for you, that you may conquer this 
fear of man .—l with you would every day, for 
the next month, read ſome part of Profeſſor 
PFranck's Nicodemus, or, The fear of man, Dr ** 
told me he had a great regard for you, and wiſhed 
you would ſet your face as a flint; exert your 
lively talents to promote the goſpel, and confeſs 
the Lord Jeſus boldly before men on every proper 
occaſion : and when they talk obſcenely, or take 
the Lord's name in vain, you ought genteelly to 
reprove them, or leave the company. This would 
be acting like a Chriſtian But while you are 
thus lent, meally-mouthed, ſtand ſo much upon 
your politeneſs, and have ſuch a fear of being 
cenſured by worldly-minded people, you may 
take my word for it, you'll do very little good, 
and be a ſtranger to the comfort and peace, which 
others, who ſtick cloſer to Chriſt, daily experi- 
ence that comfortable peace of God, which 
(as Archbiſhop Secker finely obſerves, page 132. of 
his Nine ſermons) is that (ſenſe of being in friend- 
ſhip with him, that feeling of comfort and joy 
flowing from him, which paſſeth all underſtand- 
ing; exceeds the conception of thoſe who have 
not experienced it, and will exceed hercafter the 
preſent conceptions of thoſe who have. Adieu, 
my dear friend. —Think well on what the Arch- 
biſhop 
meditate on this alarming text, and reconcile it 
with your own puſillanimous conduct, which you 
miſcall prudence ; Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me 
and my words in this adulterous and finful generation, 
of him alſo ſhall the San of man be aſhamed, when he 
cometh in the glory of his Father with his holy angels, 
Mark viii. 38,—Once more adieu l Remember 
that this is the declaration of the Lord who 
bought us with his blood, and ſuffered the un- 
known agonies of crucifixion to ſave you, and 
Yours very ſincerely. 


P. S. When people come to viſit me, they ex- 
pe*t to hear of Chriſt ; and few come to Weſton, 
but thoſe to whom ſuch diſcourſe is agreeable ; 
nor do I defire the company of any others. —Talk- 


ing of Chriſt is my touchſtone, to ſee whether 


a perſon is worth my acquaintance, If YOU was 
once to take this method, you'll tell me, perhaps, 
that ſach and ſuch a one will abuſe you, and all 
the principal gentlemen will ridicule and forſake 
you, —And what then ? — You are much better 


without them. In their ſtead you will have the 
eſtcem and friendſhip of thoſe who love our Lord 


Jeſus in ſincerity ; and Chriſt himſelf will be in 


has ſo pathetically deſcribed, and then 


E 


the midſt, who has laid up for you, 


as love his appearing, a crown of righteouſneſ; 
— Has this confideration no weight with my dear 


friend? Don't let me apply to you what St Po! 


ſays of Demas to Timothy, chap. iv. 10. 
has 


forſaken me, having loved this preſent 

Read the cxixth p/a/m, and ſee 3 
your worldly-wiſe company have the fpirit of th 
pſalmiſt.—He, though a king, delighted to folk 
of God. He not only talked of him, obſerve by 
delighted to do it; and it was pain and grief * "a 
him to forbear. b 
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Lxr. CLIV. 
and all ſuch 


Dema, 


EDS TOTS Ro OLE: 


Dear Sir, Saturday Morning. 
N reply to vour queſtion, wyoy fo many learns} 
and very clever men in all worldly affairs, pon 
treat religion with ſo much indifference, and remain 
unaffected by every argument that can be urged 1; 
rouſe them from ſuch a jtate of delufion ? I ſend you 
my opinion in a few words, vis. Becauſe they do 
not pray for the aſſijtance + of the Holy Spirit, — 
And. I ſend you an anſwer more at large, extract. 
ed from a book of the celebrated Dr Bates's, which 
[ was lately reading, entitled, THE $oveRetGy 
AND FINAL HAPPINESS OF MAN, wwzth the effec- 
tual means to obtain it 4. 

* The cfficacious influence,” ſays the Doctor, 
of the Holy Spirit, is requiſite to change the 
* WILL, that, with a free and full conſent, ovx 
* WILL may deſire and proſecute the ſpiritual, 
e eternal good — Without this, the conviction 
of the mind is not powerful enough to con- 
« vert the ſoul from the love of the world, to 
chuſe heaven.—There may be an enlightened 
© conlcience, without a renewed heart. Tho 
„ the JUDGMENT aſſents that God is the ſu- 
„ preme good; yet till the heart be circumciſel, 
and the ſenſuality of the affections taken away, 
& divine love (which direts our life to God as 
our blefled end) can never poſſeſs it. 

« If men had a ſenſible and ſtrong aſſurance 
„ of the eternal ſtate hereafter ; zf all thoſe 
* who lived godly in a v/b/e manner aſcended 
« with Elias to heaven; and Fall who continued 
„ in their fins v/bly deſcended into hell, (as 
* Corab and his company were ſwallowed up 
« alive by the earth before the Iſraelites) ; if 
« men could hear the joyful exultations of the 
« ſaints above, and their high praiſes of God; 
then hear the deſperate cries and deep complaints 
aof the damned; nay, z one, according to the de- 
& fire of the rich man, was ſent from the dole- 
« ful regions below, and with his fiery tongue 
* ſhould preach a ſermon on thoſe torments, 
* not deſcribing them at a diſtance, but by a 
ce ſenfible demonſtration in himſelf, yet T H= 
« ALONE would not be ſufficient to draw of 
«© mens hearts from the deceitful and trankitory 
% happineſs of this world, and to faſten them 0! 
the perfect and eternal happineſs in the next 
„Indeed, they could not then indulge their vices 


* See P/al. xxxix. 3. | 
+ See Chriſt's own words, Luke xi. 14.—which the gener, 
lity of mankind diſregard : no wonder then the world {hou 
lie ſo much in darkneſs, and be thus dead to vital religion. 
+ Sce Dr Bates's works, folio, p. 466. 
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« { ſecurely ; but yet they would be ftrangers to 
« the life of God, ſuch an inveterate alienation of 
« heart is in men from real holineſs ; for till the 
„ quickening Spirit of God (by a directing per- 
« ſhaſive light, that repreſents the truth and 
„ o0odneſs of ſpiritual things) transforms the 
; Gul and makes it ſpiritual in its valuations 
« and affections, it is inwardly averſe from grace 
41 Ty. 

1 5 2 therefore ought we all 1 o 
« pRAY, that this Holy Spirit may direct our 
« hearts to the love of God, and to the patient 
„waiting for of Chriſt Jeſus, when he ſhall 
„come to be glorified in his faithful ſervants, 
« and admired in all them that believe!“ 

In another place Dr Bates expreſſes himſelf in 
theſe very momentous terms : « Worldly men, 
«« when death is near, are not ſo much affected 
« with the loſs of the crown of glory, and the 
« kingdom of heaven, as with their leaving the 
« preſent world, and its vanities.—This makes 
« death intolerably bitter. —In ſhort, till the love 
« of God inflames and purifies the heart, the 
« fruition of his glory is not eſteemed nor de- 

5 — queſtion will be ſtill further anſwered by 
conſidering thoroughly two tracts, wrote by PRO- 
yEssok FRANCK 3 one of which 1s entitled, A 
ſhort introduction to the practice of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion and the other is entitled, Nicodemus, or A 
treatiſe againſt the fear of man ; wherein the cauſes 
and {ad eff:&s thereof are briefly deſcribed, with 
ſme remedies againſt it, dedicated to the Ho- 
nourable ſociety for reformation of manners. 

And now having mentioned PROFESSOR 
FRANCK, and his Treatiſe againſt the fear of man, 
I cannot conclude without obſerving, that I think 
him one of the moſt eminent Chriſtians, and moſt 
extraordinary men I ever heard of, as his Pieras 
Hall-nfis, which I read with admiration and deep 
humility, ſufficiently demonſtrates ; and had I 
been a member of the ſociety for reformation of 
manners, when the dedication of his NicopeEMus 
had been preſented to them, I ſhould have made 


a motion to have had an hundred pounds expend- 


ed in a proper diſtribution of that moſt import- 
ant book, as there can be no material reforma- 
tion, till the fear of man is removed; and as 


| nothing can be better calculated to extirpate ſuch 


fear, and promote all the other laudable ends of 
the ſociety.—I am, dear Sir, yours, &c. 
James HERVEY. 


P. S. The title of the book I recommended to 
your ſon, pleaſe to tell him, was Henry's Plea- 
ſantneſs of a religious life. The author deſigned it 
particularly for young people; and, in my con- 
verſation with them, I generally mention it. In- 
deed, I am the more ſolicitous of having it put 
into their hands, as they are too apt to look upon 
religion in a gloomy view, conſidering it as de- 


ſtructive of every enjoyment. 


L T 


A dear Friend, Weſton- Favell, Feb. 22. 
HE three volumes of Theron and Aſpaſis de- 
fir: you firſt to accept them, then freely to 
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animadvert upon them; and above all, to implore 
the blefling of God for them. —lI think, when 
people's ſentiments differ ſo exceſſively as Mr **#'s 
and mine, it is beſt to be ata diſtance, O may 
we all be kept cloſe to our divine Head; and, in 
a little time, that which is imperfec will be done 
away. We ſhall ſee him as he is, and know as 
we are known. I hope you proſper in your health, 
and are bleſſed in your miniſterial labours. The 
book you inquire after, which Mr *#** ſaw in 
my ſtudy-window at Weſton, and deſcribed to you 
as a well-thumbed Lilliputian of two or three 
inches high, was written by one Mr Bogatzky, a 
German; in which language it paſſed nineteen 
editions, from which it is now tranſlated, and 
entitled, Toe golden treaſury for the children of God, 
whoſe treaſure and hearts are in heaven ; containin g 
ſelect texts of the Bible, with practical obſerva- 
tions in proſe and verſe, for every day in the year. 
Alt is pretty well thumbed, for there is rarely a 
day paſſes that I do not make uſe of it; and par- 
ticularly when I am ſo languid, as to be incapable 
of attending to my uſual ſtudies. The author 
very properly calls it a go/den treaſury for the child- 
ren of God, who eſteem the word of God more 
than gold, and much fine geld, —and from which 
they may be daily ſupplied with proper advice and 
relief in all manner of ſpiritual neceſſities, as 
thouſands have happily experienced already.— 
Fhe verſes are elegant, and edifying on moſt of 
the ſubjects; — ind it was his earneſt deſire and 
prayer, that the Lord, in his infinite goodneſs, 
would pleaſe to bleſs his endeavours to the good 
of many ſouls, and to the glory of his holy name. 
Mx Bogatzky obſerves judiciouſly, that it is not 
to be expected, that a performance of this nature, 
will ſuit the taſte of thoſe who unhappily miſtake 
mere outward morality for true Chriſtianity, and 
go no further than natural reaſon and ſtrength 
will carry them : but ſuch as either have, or de- 
fire to have a real experience of the kingdom of 
God in their ſouls, will find much in it to the 
awakening, comforting, and encouraging their 
hearts in the right way, 

That we may know, and ever continue in that 
right way, is, my dear friend, the frequent and 
ardent prayer of 

Your affectionate brother in Chriſt. 


r | 
Dear Sir, 3 Morning. 
HE grievance you complain of is, like man 

other grievances, irremediable; for, accord- 

ing to the old proverb, what is every one's bu- 
ſineſs, is no one's. It is the ſame in, numberleſs 
inſtances. — How many turnpikes are erected, 
where the money taken will ſcarce defray the ex- 
pence of the gates; and where the roads neither 
are, nor ever will be mended, and conſequently 
they are nuiſances inſtead of benefits? yet our 
nobility and members of parliament pafs frequent- 


ly through ſuch turnpikes, complain of the grie- 


vance, but take no pains to redreſs it. And even 
in an affair of the higheſt conſequence, how neg- 
ligent is the community? I mean, in the long- 
expected reformation of our liturgy; in == I 


excellent as it is upon the whole, there are ſome 
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paſſages ſo juſtly k exceptionable, that every Biſhop 
in the kingdom will tell you, he wiſhes to have 
them expunged ; and yet I know not for what 

olitical or timid reaſons it continues juſt as it 
it did. Had our firſt reformers been thus indo- 
lent, we {till had been Papiſts.—Our laws are 
daily complained of, and might molt certainly be 
abridged to the great benefit of the nation ; this 
is allowed by every individual; but the pariia- 
ment, you ſee, will not cxert themſelves in bring- 
ing this important affair to pals. 

I have often wondered, that in this age of 
humanity, (for ſuch with all its faults it certain- 
ly is), while infirmaries are erecting in different 
parts of the kingdom, public bridges building, 
and large collections making for charitable uſes, 
there ſhould be no ſocieties eſtabliſhed for reare/- 
ing grievances. To found ſuch kind of ſocieties, 
would be truly laudable and highly beneficial. 
May God, of his infinite goodnels and unerring 
wiſdom, put it into the hearts of the active, the 
benevolent, and the powerful, to ſet in good 
carneſt about the inſtitution of ſocieties for the 
redrefling our grievances ; ſome for public, and 
other for privete grievances. Were ſuch once 
eſtabliſhed, what a world of good might be done! 
Then the fatherleſs, the widow, and the injured, 
would have ſubſtantial friends always at hand, 
who would reſcue them from their oppreſſors, by 
taking them under their own protection, and de- 
tending their cauſe out of the ſubſcription-fund.— 
From theſe funds likewiſe, the expence of procu- 
ring uſeful acts of parliament, or of getting ineffec- 
tual ones amended or repealed, might be defrayed. 

i know you will be pleaſed to hear that Mr 
*** has lately wrote very ſeriouſly to Mr * a- 
bout his religious concerns, and preſſed him 
ſtrongly, © to DETERMINE (as his expreſſion was) 
and ſet about religion in good earneſt.” . Pray, 
« dear Sir,” ſaid he in one part of his letter, 
% take care, and do not hurry away life. —Give 
« that affair a ſerious thought; I am ſure it is 
« worth it.—l wiſh you well, (torry am I to ſay 
„ think), better than perhaps you wiſh your- 
« ſelf. —I ſhould be glad to be miſtaken. — 
« Would to God I could perſuade you reſolutely 
e to fall in love with religion, and eſpouſe its 
« cauſe with all your intereſt, and with all your 
„ might.—Was that once and thoroughly to be 
e the caſe, what an inſtrument might not you 
« he, in the hand of God, to rouſe men from 
« their lethargy ; to animate them in the pur- 
„ ſuit of their own eternal welfare; and to en- 
% courage their zeal for that of others? — Oh 
« Sir! a man with your capacity, your for- 
* tune, your opportunities, what could there be 
« too hard for him, — except himſelf !—By your 
<« irreſiſtible arguments and ſpirited behaviour you 
« knock down others on every occaſion, and 
„ carry almoſt every point you undertake ; wh 
e don't you knock down yourſelf Aude ſapere, 
© incipe. | | 


„What conſcience dictates to be done, 
Or warns you not to do, 


Mr Hervey uſed to complain, that the baptiſmal ſervice, 
and that for the viſitation uf the Ack, were very defective, and 


much wanted amendment. 


A-COLDLECTION or irn 
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„This as your hell with horror ſhun, 
That as your heav'n purſue. | 
Pope's untverſal Prayer, 

In another part of his letter, he thus inter 
rogated Mr **.—«< Will not every wiſe "Ml 
frequently aſk himſelf ſome ſuch queſtions x. 
* theſe? —Am I, or am J not, in the ris). 
„ road ?—How long ſhall I halt between 5 
opinions fs not to- day certain, and to-myr. 
** row uncertain ? - Am I aſhamed of being re. 
* ligious? Have I courage to ſtand it out againg 

God, and not againſt the world? — Do ] take 
proper care of my childrens religious princl- 
«« ples ?—lt I deſtroy myſelf, ſhall I deſtroy m 
** offspring too,—and eternally ?” 
Towards the concluſion he added; “ von 
have recommended ſeveral books to me, ſet 
me recommend Rymer's Repreſentation of re- 
vealed religion to you ;—though if I was to 
adviſe Mr *, it ſhould not be To READ. 
but To DETERMINE,—reſolutely and unalter- 
ably To DETERMINE to be a religious man, 
—You want no inſtructions, and the time of 
* life with you is gone a great way, — Some 
*« people, I can tell you, ſuſpect you for a Deiſt; 
“if you are fo, I then aſk, Do you act devout- 
% Iy on your own principles? do you pray to 
* God daily? This every Deiſt will allow to be 
neceſſary ; and till you have habituated your 
mind to prayer, I ſhall have little expectations 
of doing you that important ſervice, which 
you mult be ſenfible, by my writing this letter, 
I am very defirous of doing, as far as in me 
lies.— The reſt muſt be left to a ſuperior a- 
* gency, I mean the operation of God's Holy 
*« Spirit on your heart.” 

No anſwer has yet been returned by Mr *#** 
to this letter. I believe he is puzzled how to 
act. He cannot well paſs it by in ſilence, and to 
give any thing under his hand on fo intereſting 
a ſubject as religion, will be, to a man of his 
turn, very ineligible. a 

You ſee by the papers that our great wit is 
dead.—Is it not a little re:narkable, that, fo long 
before his death, he ſhould be deprived of his 
ſenſes ?—deprived of them at the very time he 
was about writing a molt pernicious book, which, 
I am told, he inteaded to have publiſhed, with 
this ludicrous title, viz. The memoirs of the Rev:- 
rend Mr Jephtha Quixote, Saint-Errant ; lie 
true and undoubted fon of the renowned Don Quix- 
ote, Knight-Errant ; who inherits all his father" 
virtues. The deſign of which was to burleſque 
things ſacred, and to ſet in a ridiculous light, 
ſome of the moſt exemplary Chriſtians, under the 
notion of ſaint-errantry.—This would have been 
a moſt malicious piece of wit; and being the 
production of ſo celebrated a genius, would 
have ſpread like wildfire, pregnant with infinite 
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Y. miſchief; for, as Horace has juſtly remarked, 


— Ridiculum acrt 

Fortius et melius magnas plerumque ſecat res . 
| Hor. Sat. X. lib. J. 

When you reflect on this and other attempts 


* Thus tranſlated by Mr Francis, 


For ridicule ſhall frequently prevail, 
« And cut the knot, when graver reaſons fail.“ 
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to diſcourage good men, and to render religion 
contemptible in the eyes of worldlings, are you 
not apt to ſay with the pſalmiſt, The Lord that 
dwwelleth in heaven ſhall laugh them to ſcorn * ? 
He, though unſeen, direQs the whole by his wiſe 
providence 3 turneth mens hearts as ſeemeth good 
unto him; and in his hands are the appointments 
of life and death.— To his guidance, and to his 
protection, 1 commend you, my dear Sir, and 
Yours very ſincerely. 


— ** 


„„ £06 NNE 
Dear Sir, Weſton, 1756. 
Confeſs I am covetous, and, like covetous peo- 
ple, unreaſonable; I was in hope of receivin 
another favour from your pen, before I troubled 
you with a freſh ſolicitation, —But an affair has 
lately happened, or rather a project has ſtarted 
in my mind, which I will lay before you.—On 
Sunday laſt a neighbouring clergyman {ent me for 
my peruſal, a ſermon preached by Dr 7 *, be- 
fore the houſe of Commons, on the late public 
faſt. When I peruſed it, and ſaw not a ſingle 
mention of Chriſt, nor a ſingle hint of an evan- 
gelical nature, I was ſurpriſed and grieved : and 
ſo much the more, as it was preached by one of 
the moſt celebrated divines in the kingdom, and 
before the whole kingdom convened in their re- 
preſentatives, I thought it was a pity, that ſuch 
2 notorious flight put upon our molt glorious 
Redeemer, ſhould paſs without animadverſions. 
I could not forbear wiſhing, that the Lord would 
enable me, even me (the leaſt and weakeſt in 
my heavenly Father's houſe) to bear my teſti- 
mony for Jeſus who was crucified. I therefore 
conceived ſome thoughts of publiſhing a ſermon 
preached at Weſton, upon a ſubject ſomewhat ſi- 
milar to his; for though mine is deſignedly plain, 
and deſtitute of the polite Doctor's embelliſh - 
ments, yet it has more of Chriſt and his goſpel. 
I alſo apprehended, if to this were prefixed or 
ſubjoined ſome remarks upon the Doctor's per- 
formance, it might not be unſeaſonable, nor un- 
profitable. Now, my dear friend, if you approve 
the deſign, would you draw up ſome remarks 
upon the Doctor's diſcourſe, while I am endea- 
vouring to retrieve my ſermon, from a few hints, 
which 1 happened on that occaſion to put down 
in ſhort-hand ? I will own to you, my heart al- 
moſt trembles at the proſpect of appearing in 
print againſt ſo eminent a man. And if you do 
not think it proper to be my helper and abettor, I 


ae 

Nt muſt drop the deſign. May the Lord Jeſus, 
"the whoſe honour is concerned, whoſe blood and 
een 1phteoutneſs, whoſe Spirit and grace have been 
the diſregarded, and treated as ciphers; may he di- 


rect your determination, fructify your invention, 
give you all knowledge and all utterance | What 
think you of this method of proceeding ? — 
Making remarks upon the unevangelical paſ- 
lages pointing out the places where an oppor- 


that it would be no prejudice, but give infinite 
weight and force to the argument. But I leave 
all to the bleſſed God, and my dear friend.— 


| * Pſal. ii. 4. 
+ The public faſt in February 1756. 
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b. . tunity offered of enlarging upon goſpel- topics; 
pts —cxemplifying this goſpel- manner, and ſhewing 
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Your laſt, I think, is a moſt maſterly piece of 
controverſy, for which I am your debtor. May 
you now be enabled to outdo yourſelf. The 
ſubject and the occaſion are of the laſt import- 
ance : if you are inclined to exert yourſelf, pray 
let it be in the courtly manner. Your laſt pen 
was dipt in vinegar, let this be dipt in oil. 

My ſermon was on that text, Eze4+. xviii, 27, I 
ſhall wait, with inceſſant prayer to him, whoſename 
is WONDERFUL, COUNSELLOR, till L receive your 
anſwer; and am moſt affectionately yours, Ce. 


O F 


— 


— — 
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Mr Herxvey's Friend, on conſidering the propoſal 
in the preceding letter, wrote the following ; and 
addreſſed it to Dr L*, the preacher of the Jaſt- 

Sermon in 1756, on Jer. xviii. 7. 8.—lt is here 
printed, as the obſervations therein contained may 
poſſibly be in ſome meaſure productive of the good 
which Mr Hervey intended by ſuch like remarks *. 


Reverend Sir, 

OME time ago was put into my hands a ſer- 
mon of yours on Fer. xviii. 7.8. preached be- 

fore the Honourable houſe of Commons, ontheday 
of the late public faſt ; wherein I thought I ſaw 
ſome very material omiſſions and miſtakes, which T 
feared might hinder the ſncceſs of your ingenious 
performance; and therefore, as I would neither have 
you to labour in vain, nor the beſt uſe of ſuch alarm- 
ing calls of divine providence neglected, I could not 
but give you the trouble of a letter upon this occaſion. 

Nothing can be more proper, at ſuch ſeaſons, 
than ſerious diſcourſes upon repentance and re- 
formation. Times of affliction are molt likely to 

be times of reflection; and when it pleaſes the 
Moft High thus to open the heart, it is then the 
time for his fervants to ſow the good ſeed of his 
word. To prepare men for this, God's judg- 
ments fly ſwitt as the light. To prepare men for 
this, he hews by his prophets, and flays by the 
word of his month : And happy, eternally 
happy, are thoſe who are influenced thereby, to 
return from their evil ways, and to make their 
ways and their doings good: for thus runs the 
divine promiſe :—A? what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak con- 
cerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck 
up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy ; if that nation 

ainſt whom T have pronounced this, turn from their 
evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do 
unto them, Jer. xviii. 7. 8. 

Such is God's gracious declaration, which no 
goſpel-miniſter can read, but it muſt remind him 
of two things. Firſt, that this promiſe is made 
in Chriſt Jelus, and therefore can belong to none 
but thoſe who forſake their fins, and return un- 
to God by him. Then, this return from evil 
muſt be accompliſhed through the grace and Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, And, 

Firfl, The mention of this, and every other 
promiſe in the book of God, muſt remind the 

oſpel- miniſter that it is made in Chriſt Jeſus. St 
Paul hath aſſured us, that all the promiſes of God 
in him are yea (made), and in him amen (confirm- 
ed); and if all the promiſes of God are made 
and confirmed in him, then this as one muſt be 


* Sce preface to the letters, aboye, p. 547- 
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made in him. The Redeemer himſelf has in- 
formed us,—that he is the way, and the truth, and 
the life, and that no mun can come unto the Father 
but by him. But to turn from evil, and to come un- 
to the Father, are terms of the ſame import, Beſides, 
we know that it is only through Jeſus Chriſt that 
we have peace with Go1, and that it is only thro 
Jeſus Chriſt that God has reconciled the world to 
himſelf. Can two then walk together except 
they are agreed ? Can God ſheath the ſword of 
his juſtice before he 1s reconciled to us ? If not, 
how can he repent of the evil that he thought to 
do unto us? And if he repents not of the evil 
which he thought to do unto us, where is our in- 
tereſt in the promiſe ?—But what need of any 
more words, when it is moſt evident, that it 1s 
the Son of God who here ſpeaks by the prophet ? 
The ſame perſon promiſes mercy, who had threat- 
ened to deſtroy with the ſevereſt judgments : now 
we know that the Father judges no man, but has 
committed all judgment to the Son; that all men 
ſhould honour the Son, as they honour the Father, It 
is very plain then, that all who return from evil, 
muſt return by Chriſt ; they muſt return with 
his price in their hands, and his robe upon their 
backs ; and then, and not till then, they are ſafe, 
ſafe for time and eternity. 

Again, when the goſpel-miniſter reads this 
gracious promiſe, he will remember that ſuch a 
returning from evil muſt be accompliſhed through 
the grace and Spirit of Chriſt. How can we, 
who are not ſufficient of ourſelves, to think a good 
thought of ourſelves, think of org to God 
and holineſs ? Can the captive who is in love with 
his chains long for liberty? Can the ſinner who 
is fond of his fins, defire to relinquiſh them ? 
No; it is as poſſible for the Ethiopian to change 
his ſkin, or the leopard his ſpots, as for us, who 
are accuſtomed to do evil, to learn to do well. 
Nay, far more poſſible ; for to accompliſh this, 
they need only to change their hue ; but before 
we can attain to holineſs, we muſt change our na- 
ture: we muſt make ourſelves a new heart and a new 
ſpirit, (Ezek. xvii. 31 .) ; we mult quit the grave, 
and ariſc from the dead ; and who 1s ſufficient for 
theſe things? Therefore the Maſter ſays, — No man 
can come unto me, except the Father, which has ſent 
me, draw him.—And again, — Te have not choſen me, 
but I have choſen you, and have ordained you to bring 

forth fruit, and that your fruit ſhould remain.—For 
without me ye can do nothing. And his apoſtles aſ- 
ſert, —that by grace we are ſaved through faith, and 
that not of ourſelves, it is the gift of God that e- 
very grace is the fruit of his Spirit, of whoſe ful- 
neſs we have received, and grace for grace : and 
that we are created anew unto good works, which 
God had before ordained, that we ſhould walk in them. 

Now, Sir, are theſe the true ſayings of God ? 
are theſe the very words of our Lord, and his a- 
poſtles ?—Then undoubtedly to refuſe them, is to 
refuſe him who ſpeaks from heaven: and if ſo, 
how comes it to paſs, that you have unhappily 
forgot to take notice of theſe things upon this 
ſolemn occaſion ? God promiſes ſecurity to all 
who torſake their fins, and return unto him in 
Jeſus Chriſt, and yet Jeſus Chriſt is never men- 

tioned ih your ſermon. Without divine grace, 
and the ſanctifying operations of the Holy Spirit, we 


theſe things, not only leads you to diſregard th* 
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can do nothing; and yet there we hear noth 
divine grace, or the Holy Spirit. Foab ready to tak 
Rabbhah, the royal city of the Ammonites, ſo ordered 
the campaign, that his maſter David might have th 
honour of the victory: but here is a Chriſtian 
miniſter, who attacks a citadel of human corrup- 
tion, and never fo much as once thinks of Chrift 
through whom he muſt conquer. Here is 3 
Chriſtian miniſter, who, leaving the lively oracles 
undertakes ſpiritual neff with the carna] 
weapons of a Tully and Demoſthenes. Miſtake me 
not, I ſpeak not againſt oratory as ſuch ; but jf 
a Roman or a Greek philoſopher, who had ney«; 
heard of Chriſt, can ſay as much againſt the vice; 
of the age, as you can who have from your in- 
fancy been educated in the Chriſtian religion ; 
what ſay you more than others? Is not this * 
much to ſlight that bleeding dying Lamb of God 
who alene can take away the ſin of the world ? 

But the flight put upon our Maſter's words is 
not all; your not taking notice of theſe things 
has unhappily led you into miſtakes that are utter. 
ly inconſiſtent with his undertaking.—You call 
upon us * by every act of humiliation and repent- 
** ance to deſerve the protection of heaven; 
and throughout your whole diſcourſe you labour 
hard to fix our hopes upon this baſis, and our 
after obedience. But can the fincereſt repentance, 
or the deepeſt humiliation, deſerve the favour of 
God, and the remittance of puniſhment ? If ſo, 
then fallen Adam might have broken in pieces the 
chains of eternal death, in which he was holden : 
and then, what need of ſhedding the blood of the 
promiſed ſeed ? what need of ſuch a facrifice to 
appeaſe God, if he was already appeaſed, or could 
be appeaſed by the relentings of man ? Briefly, 
if the death of Chriſt was neceſſary to purchaſe 
eternal redemption for us, then our repentance and 
humiliation can never deſerve the divine favour. 

Nor can our after obedience procure ſuch pro- 
tection. Perfect obedience is a debt continually 
due from every creature as ſuch ; and the payment 
of a debt due now, can never be a compenſation 
for the non-payment of arrears : nor can the 
moſt exact payment of what is due from one's 
ſelf, be eſteemed the leaſt part of payment of 
what is due from another ; and therefore wher: 
the debt is obedience, as all creatnres are bound 
to obey at all times, none but a God can pay off 
the ſcore of any one delinquent. This is a tre- 
mendous conſideration, even ſuppoſing true re- 
pentance, and a thorough reformation, were whol- 
ly in our own power : but when as finners we 
are entirely without ſtrength, Rom. v. 6. 8. whe 
(as I have already obſerved) theſe gifts are perfed- 
ly dependent upon grace, and the good Spirit of 
God ; ſurely, to talk of deſerving the favour of 
heaven by them, muſt be extremely abſurd. Nor 
is it only extremely abſurd, but extremely dau- 
gerous; as it places the merit of works hight! 
than ever the Papiſts placed it, and is utterly in- 
conſiſtent with the humble genius of the Protelt 
ant religion. | 


But your neglect of taking proper notice of 


ing of 


expreſs ſayings of our Lord, and to nullify b. 
ork, but to heal the wounds of the daugit® 
of God's people ſlightly. You complain of 9% 


Ir. CE VIII. A c 0. LEZ er 
« profaneneſs and immorality ; of our profliga- 
« cy and unjuſt oppoſition to lawful authority; 
« of our diſregard to decency and good manners, 
as well as to the laws of our country ; of that 
« ynlawful purſuit of pleaſure, that luxury and 
« extravazance, which inſenſibly preys upon the 
« conſtitution, debaſes the ſenſe, and corrupts 
« the morals of our people.” — And theſe are e- 
vils that you ought to complain of ; they are the 
ſure ſigns of a declining © e my ſtate, and can 
never be enough lamented. But then, you ne- 
ver touch upon that root of bitterneſs which bears 
this gall and wormwood : you ſay nothing of our 
»1belief, which keeps us at a diſtance from God, 
from whom we muſt receive every good and per- 
fe gift: you ſay nothin g of faith, without which 
it is impothble to pleaſe him, to turn from evil, 
or return to him. Nor do you take the leaſt no- 
tice of our enmity fo the 172 Jeſus, and his holy 
oſpel; of that proneneſs to rebellion and naughti- 
neſs of heart, from whence proceeds every evil 
thought, and word, and work. Theſe things 
you ought to have remembered, and not to have 
forgotten the other. Ee 
Had you remarked upon theſe evils in the mo- 
ral view you have taken of our national vices, it 
would naturally have led you to point out ſuitable 
remedies. You muſt then have 1 us to 
labour after an union with Chriſt, the fountain 
of grace, by faith; and this radical union with 
him would have produced a moral union, and 
have transformed us into his likeneſs : where 
ſaith had been implanted, love would have flow- 
ed; and where love had flowed, there mult have 
been ready and chearful obedience ; for the end 
of the commandment is charity, out of a pure 
heart, and faith unfeigned. But without theſe 
gracious habits internally wrought, what will all 
the outward reformation in the world do for us ? 
Have you not read of the Phariſees ? did not theſe 
people keep clean the outſide of the wp and the 
platter ? Far from being guilty of any ſcandalous 
immorality, they prayed in the ſtreets, made 
broad their phylacteries, faſted twice a-week, 
and gave tythes of all that they poſſeſſed : yet 
were their inward parts ſo filthy, that they final- 
ly became obnoxious to a judgment ten thouſand 
times worſe than what has befallen the unhappy 
inhabitants of Liſbon. Let us not deceive our- 
ſelves; neither outward reformation, not out- 
ward morality are ſufficient ; neither outward 
profeſſions, nor outward duties will make a man 
a Chriſtian. The King's daughter 1s all glorious 
within, as well as without ; and if we belong to 
the Redeemer, we muſt be ſanctified by him both 
in ſoul and body, and ſpirit. 
If you would reform the world, PREACH THE 
GOSPEL. The goſpel contains the only motives, 
that can poſſibly prevail upon any to embrace it. 
People may talk of the amiableneſs of the divine 
Being, and the charms of virtue, thereby to al- 
lure us to return to the one, and to embrace the 
other ; but without a true faith in the promiſes 
of pardon and acceptance, true repentance can 
never be attained ; and a free and gracious pardon. 
and acceptance 1s no where promiſed, but in the 
Lord ſeſus Chriſt. The goodneſs of God freely 
offering pardon and peace, muſt lead us back to 
NOXXIX. | 
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him, or we approach him no more. Earthquakes, 
famine, peſtilence, or any other evils, have their 
uſe only as they diſcover to us our preſent condi- 
tion, and greatly enhance the offered kindneſs : 
but we love God, becauſe he firſt loved us; we 
love Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe he obeyed and died for 
us; and his great love thus manifeſted, does not 
urge, but conſtrain us to love him again; Be- 
cauſe we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were 
all dead; and he died for all, that they which live, 
Should not henceforth live unto themſelves, but unto 
bim which died for them, and roſe again. Theſe are 
the cords of a man, and the band of love, where- 
with we are drawn to our heavenly Father. 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and ſent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our fins ; and if God ſo loved us, firely we ought 
to love him again, and to teſtify our love by a 
ſuitable obedience. When no creature (as I have 
hinted) could furniſh a righteouſneſs that might 
be imputed to us, who can but ſtand amazed, 
that the Father ſhould ſend his only-begotren Son 
to obey in our ſtead? When no creature could 
bear the wrath of an offended God, and by dying 
overcome death, who can but ſtand amazed, that 
the Son of God ſhould be ſent to ſuffer and to 
dic, that we might live through him ?—Who 
can but ſtand amazed, that the Son of God ſhould 
take our nature upon himſelf, that he might thus 
obey and die for us? How can we behold him 
thus dying for us, and not die to that fin for 
which he died? When love fo unprecedented 
ſpeaks ſo loud, who can but hear, and wonder, 
and return to the Lord ? 

What I have ſaid, I rhink, plainly ſhews, that 
2 diſcourſe might have been far more evange- 
ical; and as plainly ſhews, what ſuperior mo- 
tives to repentance and reformation would hve 


occurred if it had bgen ſo. So that, hu nbly :-- 


co:nmending my remarks to your ſerious co: - 
deration, I mignt here have concluded my lecte 
but as you allow, that the late earthquakes © have 
„ hithecto been tie merciful warnings of a kind 
* and good providence, to diſpoſe us to hear the 
« rod; and to conſider, with that awe which be- 
comes us, the hand which hath appointed it; 
— few eclairciſſements upon one of the leſſons 
which you have advanced under that head become 
abſolutely neceſſary, leſt, by miſtaking the caſe, we 
ſhould loſe the benefit of our neighbours afflictions. 
You recommend upon this occaſion, “ our 
arding ourſelves againſt any hard cenſures, 
which a reflection upon theſe extraordinary 
calamities encourages in minds too readily diſ- 
* poled to judge with ſeverity z” and conclude, 
« that it is certain that we have no right to de- 
« termine what are the particular intentions of 
% providence in this diſpenſation.” But certain- 
ly we have a right to determine, that ſuch puniſh- 
ments are inflicted becauſe of fin : elſe how do 
they (in your, own words) ““ ſpeak to us the lan- 
„ guage of the divine diſpleaſure ?“ elſe how 
can they be conſidered as puniſhments to correct 
ſome, and to warn others? elſe how can they 
be conſidered as the louder calls of anger; or of 
what uſe to bring us home to ourſelves ? This you 
muſt grant, or you pull down all that you have 
betore builded, and make F a treſpaſſer. 
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I allow, that we have no right to conclude theſe 
unhappy people to be greater ſinners than our- 
ſelves, becauſe of their greater ſufferings. This 
would lead us phariſaically to cajole ourſelves in 
our iniquitics, rather than to take warning by o- 
thers ; yet we arc allowed to loak po thei as 
very great offenders, Our Saviour does not re- 
prove his diſciples for thinking thoſe Ga/rleans, 
whoſe blood * Pilate had mingled with their ſa- 
crifices, to be very great ſinners ; but for think- 
5 them to be greater linners than themſelves, 
which is indeed a temper of mind utterly incon- 
ſiſtent with true repentance. 

We are allowed then to ſuppoſe the Portugueſe 
to be great finners, and that the Liſbon carth- 
quake was a puniſhment inflicted for fin; and it 
we can diſcover any thing in their conduct, that 
might tend to bring down this divine judgment 
upon them, it will be our wiſdom to take warn- 
ing by it, and carefully to avoid it as a fatal ſnare : 
and ſurely we may ſee ſome things in them, which 
God has, in all ages, punithed with the molt ſe- 
vere chaſtiſement. As, 

Firſt, Idolatry. It is impoſſible but that you, 
Sir, muſt have heard of the ſtupid proſaneneſs 
and idolatry of theſe people ; of their mock pro- 
ceſſions, and barbarous Ry of the Redeem- 
er's ſufferings, ſuch as was a ſcandal to human 
nature, and ſuch as never tarniſhed the moſt 
profane rites of Heatheniſm. Such fopperies, 
this horrible puniſhment ſhould caution us care- 
fully to avoid ; and to avoid every means that 
would lead us into them. It ſhould make us care- 
fully abide by the goſpel of Chriſt, which is the 

ower of God to ſalvation to every one that be- 
— ; and wherein is revealed the righteouſneſs 
of God from faith to faith. It hould make us 
careful to live up to it, leſt, for neglecting ſo 

reat ſalvation, God ſhould give us up to ſtrong 
delufions to believe ſuch lies, and to worſhip and 
ſerve the creature more than the Creator, who 1s 
bleſſed for ever. 

Secondly, Perſecution. We all know, that at 
Liſbon the barbarous inquiſition reigned in all its 
horrors, and that thouſands have there fallen a 
ſacrifice to it, whoſe blood has long cried aloud 
for vengeance ; and we know, that perſecutors 
have been moſt ſeverely puniſhed in all ages: to 
that, taught by this dreadtul judgment, we ſhould 
carefully avoid this crime; a crime of fo deep a 
dye, that in its higheſt ſtage, when it ſtrikes at 
the truth as ſuch, it becomes irremiſſible, and 
can never be forgiven either jn this world, or in 
that which is to come. 1 allow, that theſe people 
are connected to us by every tie but that of reli- 
gion > but this of ittelf conſtitutes fo vaſt a dif- 
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erence, that whenever we are diſpoſed to ſpeak 


moſt favourably of their failings, and attribute 
them to the prejudices of education, or the weak- 


neis of human judgment, we ſhould ſtill remem- 
roteſtants, and they were Pa- 


ber, that we are 
piſts : and indeed, to us, as Proteſtants and Chri- 


ſtians, there is ſomething in this divine judgment 


ſo very remarkable, that, if rightly conſidered, it 

it may greatly confirm us in both. 
As Proteſtants, we all look for 

of Antichriſt and his kingdom; and here we be- 
| * Sce Luke xi. 2. | | 
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hold a city whoſe unequalled trade, in gold, and 
lilver, and precious ſtones, was a proper t pe of 
that ſpiritual merchandiſe ſo many 2 Years 
vended by her mother Rome; like whom ſhe was 
built upon ſeven hills; like whom, as a moſt o 

bedient _ 4 1 ſhe was a neſt of idolaters and 
perſccutors ] And as (he was fo lik: her mother in 
every thing, we have, all the reaſon in the world 
to think, that Rome like Liſbon ſhall one day be 
puniſhed. Moſt remarkable it is, that on the 
day which the had abuſed to rob the eternal God 
of his honour, and to give it to the whole hoſt of 
heaven; on the day which ſhe had abuſed i 
ſhedding the blood of thouſands ; on that very 
day God came down to hold his auto de f, and 
her own blood was required. Thus, when her 
mother Rome (hall ſay, 7 ft as a queen, and am ng 
widow, and ſhall fee no ſorrow ; in that very day 
ſhall her plagues come, death, and mourning, and 
famine, and ſhe ſhall be utterly burnt with fire, for 
ftrong is the Lord God who judges her. 

As Chriſtians, we all look and wait for the 
coming of our Lord unto judgment, and there- 
fore ſhould pay a ſpecial regard to every token of 
his approach. He himſelf has told us, that, be- 
fore his coming, there /hall be figns in the ſun, and in 
the moon, and in the flars, and upon the earth, diſtreſs 
of nations with perplexity, the ſea and the Waves roare 
mg, mens hearts failing them for fear, and for look- 
ing after thſe things which are coming upon the 
earth ; for the powers of” beaven ſhall be ſhaken. 
When therefore we ſec any ſuch things come to 
paſs, we (hould lift up our heads, for our re- 
demption draws nigh, Nor need we to fear, if 
Chriſt dwells in our hearts by faith; if we are 
rooted and grounded in love, though the heavens 
and the earth fly away, and their place be found 
no more; for the Lord of hoſts is with us, and 
Jeſus Chriſt is our refuge. In whom I am, 


Reverend Sir, 


Your ſincere wellwiſher, &. 


dA TK. GRE 


Dear and Reverend Sir, 
OU need no apology for delaying your an- 
| {wer to my letter. You have a precedent to 
plead, which muſt, if not ſatisfy, yet ſtrike me 
dumb: but I propoſe, if the Lord aſſiſt, to be 
more punctual for the future, in acknowledging 
the favours I receive from my valuable and valued 
correſpondents; among whom I ſhall always rec- 
kon Mr *. | 

I am much obliged for your very juſt and very 
important remarks. They give me ſuch an idea 
of your knowledge in the things of Chriſt, and 
your acquaintance with experimenta] religion, 
that I muſt beg leave to lay before you the plan 
which I have ſketched out for my treatiſe on 
gofpel-bolineſs ; with an earneſt requeſt, that you 
will rigorouſly examine it, and freely paſs your 
judgment upon it; ſuggeſting, where-ever it is 
improper, the means of rectifying it; where-ever 
it is defective, a method for completing it. 


The PLAN. 
- Fleafure and happineſs of Chrift's religion. — 


LET. CLX. E SFO LLEGCT.I 
We muſt partake of the comforts of the goſpel, 
before we can be fitted to prattiſe the duties of the 
law.—Theron oppreſſed with fears, on account of 
his numerous fins ;* diſcouraged. with doubts, on 
account of his imperfect obedience ; the cordials 
of the goſpel are readminiſtered, with ſome addi- 
tional ſpirit and ſtrength,—Holineſs, goſpel-ho- 
lineſs, its nature, neceſſity, excellency,—The 
endowments neceflary to fit us for the practice of 
holineſs; à perſuaſion of our reconciliation to 
God, the hope of everlaſting W e and an 
aſſured expectation of grace ſufficient for us. — 
The grand efficient of holineſs, the bleſſed Spirit; 
the principal inſtrument, faith. This renews 
the diſpute concerning the aſſurance of faith. 
Objections to it ſtated, diſcuſſed, anſwered.— 
Holineſs more particularly delineated in its ſe- 
veral branches, and deduced from, or founded 
upon, evangelical principles; ſuch as, I heſeech 
you by the mercies of God Te are bought with a 
price : Ye are the temples of the living God: God 
hath forgiven you, &c.—All theſe privileges, tho' 
not hereditary, yet indefealible ;- or the fmal per- 
ſeverance of believers. This eminently condu- 
eive to holineſs. —The ſcriptures, prayer, Lord's 
ſapper, when mixed with faith, are effectual means 
of holineſs Our friends part, and renew their 
epiſtolary correſpondence. Theron, deſirous to 
glorify the God of his ſalvation, alks advice con- 
cerning the beſt method of family-worſhip, edu- 
cating children, inſtructing ſervants, and edify- 
ing his acquaintance.—On each of theſe parti- 
culars Aſpaſio ſatisfies his inquiry; enlarges on the 
ſubject of education, eſpecially the education of 
daughters, as that ſcems to be moſt neglected, or the 
proper manner of conducting it leaſt underſtood, — 
Letter on the covenant of grace; compriling the ſub- 
ſtance, and being a kind of recapitulation of the 
preceding volumes. Letter on the way of living 
by faith in the Son of God, or the way of reducing 
ail the goſpel-doftrines to ſuitable practice. Aſpajio 
ſeized with a ſudden and fatal illneſs. His ſen- 
timents and behaviour in his laſt moments. 


This, dear Sir, is my rough draught. Apply 
the compaſſes and plummet: examine it with 
your rule and line, Improve my plan; aſſiſt me, 
with your advice and prayers, to execute the work; 
and may the great Maſter-builder enable me to 
bring forth the top-ſtone, for the honour of his 


holy name, and for the edification of his choſen. 


people.—l am, dear Sir, with unfeigned affec- 
tion, your brother in Chriſt. 


N. B. As My Hervey did not live to finiſh his plan, 
and as he was himſelf apprebenſive that he ſhould not, 
he defered, in his preface to Marſhall on Sanctifica- 
tion, that Marſhall might be conſidered as a ſupplement 
to Theron and Aſpaſio, and as a kind of ſubſtitute for 
what he intended to write on the ſame ſubject, accord. 
mg to the plan here propoſed —His words are, 1 
* do by theſe preſents depute Mr Marſhall to fupply 
*« my lack of ſervice.” —See above, p. 471. 


5 


* 


L E T T E R CUE. 
My dear Friend, | Hy bs. 0; 


f 


Win take ahundred of Jenks's Every man's ready 


companien ; for my mind is not altered, fince I 
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promiſed this,—nor my charity-purſe drained.— 
"Tis a uſeful book to give FRA ; | 


Lam 8] ad Tenks's Meditations fell, and 1 hope, 


the Lord will make them a bleſſing to the reader: 
tis pity they cannot be comprized in leſs than 
two volumes octavo. 

Does Mr ** want amuſement ? Let him take 
your friend Dr Young's advice: 


Retire, and read his Bible to be gay. 


Does Mrs * * ant it? You ſhould teach her 
to delight in God, and to rejoice in Chriſt” Jeſus. 
A certain gentlewoman in Mzes's- Lane, whom 
you once reproved, has been taught to find her 
conſolation, not in the entertainments of the 
ſtage, but in the aſſured hopes of heaven, by 

Have you given, ſo and fo, to the poor? Aſk 
your heart, whether you gave out of love to your 


dying Saviour? Was this the motive? It would 


then be univerſally influential; and you would 
think you could never do enough for his honour. 
If an earthquake thould happen, aſk Mr , 
(that advocate for the theatre), if he would like to 
be found in the play-houſe, and go from the 
boxes, or pit, to the great tribunal ? Indeed, in- 
decd the ſtage * is F-Iefeatble. os = 
Thanks for delivering my meſſage. I wiſh 
you a ſafe return, and ho continual guidance of 
heaven, Yours moſt cordially, | 
My meſſenger waits, 
pardon haſte. J. H. 


LET R . 

Madam, 

AM pleaſed not a little, to hear a lady of 
I your fine ſenſe and blooming years, declare, 
Thar an inquiry relating to everlaſting ſalvation 
„has taken up much of her thoughts.” Let 
me entreat you to go on, and imitate that ex- 
cellent woman, whole .panegyric is uttered by 
wiſdom and truth itſelf ; Mary hath choſen that 
better part, which fhall not be taken from her. 

You inquire, ** Whether the ele& of God 
© have not an inward aſſurance, that they ſhall 
ebe ſaved ?'—Your caſuiſt takes leave to an- 
ſwer the queſtion, by aſking another. Why 
ſhould not you and I, Madam, have this aſ- 
ſurance ? — Is it not a bleſſing intended for 
Chriſtians in general? Ve Eno, ſays the apo- 
ſtle, that we are paſſed from death unto life. He 
ſays not I and ſome eminent ſaints, but we; in- 
cluding thoſe believers to whom he wrote, 
thoſe among whom he preached, and all thoſe 
who hereafter ſhould believe through his word. 

Is not this a moſt defirable knowledge ? On 
the other hand, can any thing be more a iQing, 
than a ſtate of ſuſpenſe with regard to this all- 
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* Sec Law's abſolute Unlawfulneſs * the ſtage fully demonſtra- 
ted — And likewiſe Viiberſpoon's Serious in utry into the nature 
and effefts of the ſtage, being an attempt to thew that contribu- 
ting to the ſupport of a public theatre is inconſiſtent with the 
character of a Chriſtian.— This was reckoned by Mr Hervey 
the moſt maſterly picce ever printed on the ſubje&t.,—'Twas 
wrote by the ſame gentleman who publiſhed the valuable Efay 


on the connection between the doftrine of juſtification and be 
. imputed righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, and holineſs of life, — 


He wrote likewiſe 7he Charatteriftics, which have been much 
admired for the keenneſs of the ſatire and livelineſs of the 
diction, | 
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important affair? To be in ſuſpenſe whether my 
final lot will fall, in the regions of endleſs miſery, 
or the manſions of eternal glory ?—[nſupportable! 
— Can it be the will of our molt indulgent Cre- 

ator, that we ſhould ſpend our days, in this fad 
uncertainty and diſtreſſing anxiety ? Impoſ- 
fible ! 

But have we a warrant for this aſſurance ?!— 
We have the beſt of warrants, the gift of God. 
If your papa gives you a pair of diamond ear- 
rings, or (which, rightly improved, will be 
much more ornamental) a neatly-printed Bible ; 
do not you look upon this as a ſufficient warrant 
to call theſe preſents your own ? Do not you reſt 
fully aſſured, that, by virtue of your parent's gift, 
they are your unqueſtionable property ? Perhaps 
you will ſay, where has God almighty done any 
thing like this? where has he given falvation or 
life eternal to me ?—Be pleaſed to conſult 1 John 
v. 11. * and you will find an anſwer ; which, I 
hope, will prove perfectly ſatisfactory and highly 
delightful. 

Is this ſpoken to me ?—To you, Madam; to 
the young ladies of your acquaintance, and to 
every one that reads it. Life eternal 1s given, 
juſt as the manna was given in the wilderneſs. 
The manna, that each hungry Hraelite might 
gather and eat it. Life eternal, that every poor 
ſinner may receive and enjoy it. But I have no 
merit, nothing to deſerve it.—Then you have 
juſt as much as the all-gracious God requires. 
Without money, and without price, is his bounti- 
ful declaration. Freely and abſtracted from all 
deſerts, are his generous terms. You have no 
merit, Madam, and 1 have leſs than none. But 
has our divinely-excellent Redeemer nothing me- 
ritorious? For his ſake, this magnificent and 

lorious gift is conferred. Not we ourſelves, but 
Jeſus Chriſt the righteous has obtained cternal 
redemption for us. 

May I then aſſuredly believe, that God gives 
eternal life to me ? — May you glorify God's 
truth ? may you glorify his grace ? may you glo- 
rify the death and obedience of his beloved Son? 
If fo, then you may, you ought, it is your pri- 
vilege and your duty, to believe,—that God al- 
mighty freely gives to you eternal life. 

hen you receive this gift, look upon it 
as your portion; live in the moſt comfortable ex- 
pectation of it; relying on nothing valuable in 
yourſelf, but depending entirely upon the faith- 
ful promiſe of him who cannot lie.—Then you 
will feel your heart inclined to love your moſt 
adorable Benefactor, then you will ſtudy to pleaſe 
him in all your converſation, —then you will be 
truly holy,—All which is, with great ſincerity, 
wiſhed by, amiable Miſs , 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


Jamzs HEZAMVEV. 


* And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal 


life: and this life is in his Son. 


| quire in the go pel, as neceſſary to ſaluatien. 
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Dear Sir, 


I Keep Mr E—'s ſermon for no other reaſon 
than to prevent its going into other hands. 
I am aſhamed and ſorry to ſee, that fo celebrateq 
a college as — ſhould fend out ſuch a teacher of 
divinity. However, I muſt acknowledge one ex. 
cellence in this gentleman, He acts prudent! 
at leaſt, in not over-loading his pages with Fug 
tations from ſcripture. Thoſe ſtubborn prag- 
m itical things 12 perhaps, have riſen — 
{ſtared him in the face, and confronted his 5 
tions. Me **, he rightly judges, will ſerve his 
turn, much better than St Pau/.—W 10 is Phila. 
lethes * Ceſtrienſis? I ſee nothing valuable in his 
work, but what comes from the paper-mill and 
the printing-preſs ; the paper and type are indeed 
very beautiful. What a wild propoſition is that 
page 124. namely, * That by faith in Jeſus 
«« Chriſt, we underſtand the perſuaſion of the 
% mind, that Jeſus Chriſt was ſent from God to 
* redeem, and to inſtruct mankind ?” At this 
rate, the very devils are endued with the Spirit 
of our God: They believe with this perſuaſion 
of the mind, that the Chriſtian revelation is true. 
—Amidſt ſo many palpable errors, who thall 
lead us into truth? He that is our gracious Ma- 
ſter, and our wonderful Counſellor. Dear Sir 
let us look unto him, that he may, according to 
his promiſe, guide us continually.— Next to the 
holy word of God, let us ſtudy Marſhall on 

Jantification. For my part, I am never weary of 
—_— that incomparable and moſt comfortable 

Are you, dear Sir, always thinking, how 
good may be done? I ſay with David : The Lord 
God of Abraham, Jſaac, and of Ijrael our fathers, 
keep this for ever in the imagination of the 
thoughts of the heart of his ſervant ! 1 Chron, 
xxix. 18. 

As the public ſervice of our church is become 
ſuch a formal lifeleſs thing, and as it is too ge- 
nerally executed by perſons fo dead to godlineſs 
in all their converſation, I queſtion, whether it 
will be opere pretium, to publiſh the exhorta- 
tions to miniſters and to a devout attendance on 
the church-ſervice, which you propoſe. I ſhould- 
much rather ſee from your pen two or three live- 
ly and animating forms of morning and even- 
ing prayer, with clear and ſhort directions, how 
to pray aright, and a proper method of daily 
ſelf-examination. This printed in a halfpenny 
pamphlet, we might give away to any body, 
indeed to every body: And if one in twenty, ot 
even one in fifty proved ſucceſsful, our pains 
and expence would be abundantly recompenſed. 
We ſhould alſo hereby have ſome handle to lay 
hold on hypocritical, ſelf-deceiving ſouls. We 
might ſay, Neighbour, have you got thoſe pray- 


ers by heart? do you conſtantly uſe them, and 


examine yourſelf daily by thoſe queſtions ?—I"- 
deed, indeed, the exhortations you propoſe, would 
only exaſperate the clergy. —'Tis dangerous {0 


* Philalethes Ceſtrienſis, is the feigned name of a gent! 
man, who wrote the book Mr Hervey here mentions, cntit! 
An impartia l — vr into the nature of that faith which iſ i 
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meddle with them, or their proceedings. Vou 
are, I hope, in the way of duty, and that is the 
way of peace and ſafety. Vou may do much 
good, by dropping a word for Chriſt, on proper 
occaſions. You don't know, how yYouk words 
are, by the generality, regarded ; and it is im- 
poſſible for tongue to tell, how kindly our con- 
acſcending MASTER will take the leaſt attempts, 
which proceed from the love of his name. 

L intend ſoon to return Dr Watts on the love 
of God, —l wiſh it was reprinted. —Pray did you 
yer read Dr Delaune's ſermons? He was prefi- 
dent of St John's College, Oxford; and famed, I 
-m told, for being a moſt accompliſhed gentle- 
man. He really has more of the truth of the 
goſpel in his twelve ſermons, than in all the po- 
lite ſermons I ever read in my life. For my part, 
I ſet no ſtore by our modern diſcourſes ; nay, 
can hardly bear to read ſuch inſipid unevan- 
gelical harangues. Much rather would I read an 
oration in Tully, or a diſſertation of Seneca's. 

hen you can ſpare the Rev. Dr Browne's 
Eſtimate, and likewiſe his two ſermons preached 
at the cathedral- church of Cariiſe in 1746, juſt 
ſavour me with a ſight of them. I preſume, they 
will not tell me of Jeſus which was crucified, 
therefore 1 ſhall ſoon be ſatisfied with their com- 
pany ; for though I may find ſome amuſement 
from his fine ſtyle, and ſtriking ſentiments, yet 
I can find no conſolation in any name, nor in 
any thing, but only in the grand propitiation 
and everlaſting righteouſneſs of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.— Thanks for Dr Aken/ide's 
Ode to the country-genticmen of England He wrote 
this with a very good intention, and he is cer- 
tainly a man of genius, but ro me this ode reads 
ſomewhat flat: I fear, it will not rouſe and ani- 
mate, like the poems * of Tyrteus. 

This probably will find you returned in ſafety 
from your journey,—When the journey of lite 
is over, 1 hope we ſhall fit down together in ever- 
lating reſt ; and ſee his glory, who endured the 
croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame. Till then, and 
then much more, thall I be 


A TO LL FOCT 1 


Moſt affectionately yours, 


James HEeRvey. 


ELI 


HANKS to my dear friend for the peruſal 

of Dr Ghynn's poem, entitled, The day of judg- 

ment. It is not void of elegance and ſpirit ; but, 
methinks, it wants that energy and pathos, which, 
on ſo intereſting and folemn an occafion, ſhould 
ave, tranſport, and agitate our ſouls. But the 
great deficiency is, that neglect of Jeſus Chriſt, 
He is, indeed, lightly mentioned, juſt at the 
cloſe; but he ſhould have made the diſtinguiſhed 
t1,ure throughout the whole piece. St Paul 
calls the day of judgment, the day of Chriſt. 
We muſt all ſtand before the judgment-ſeat of 
Chriſt; then ſhall we behold the glorious ap- 
pearing of the great God, even of our Saviour 


* Tyrt evs was a poet of Athens, who by his poem, pro- 
nounced at the head of the army, inſpired the Spartans with 
0 much courage and contempt of death, that they obtained 
* g:0r10us victory. | 
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Jeſus Chriſt. But not a glimpſe of this is ſeen 
in Dr Glynn's poem. 

—— Do you aſk, what I think of the polite 
s ſermon ? It is a mere moral eſſay, not a 
ſermon ;—it wants the light of Chriſt. —To ſpeak 
the truth, I think it an errant Cyclops. 


Monſtrum, horrendum, cui lumen ademptum. 
A hideous, eyeleſs monſter. Virgil, A». b. III. 


From ſach preachers and ſuch ſermons, good 
Lord deliver us ! Is any remedy for ſins compa- 
rable to the blood, the righteouſneſs, the inter- 
ceſſion of a divine Rede-mer ? Pity, ten thouſand 
pities, fo great a man (for ſo the author really is) 
ſhould not know, or ſhould totally overlook the 
grand peculiarity of the goſpel. Ir grieves me to 
think, ſuch unchriſtian doctrine ſhould be thus 
propagated. If a frir opportunity offers, I would 
gladly bear my teſtimony againſt ſuch enormous 
perverſion of the goſpel of Chriſt. 

I cannot think the manuſcript ſermon which 
you have now ſent me, is of ſuch diſtinguiſhed 
excellence, as to deſerve a publication. It does 
not ſeem calculated either to alarm, to comfort, 
or impreſs. —There is nothing of the orator, no 
ſearching application, no ſtriking addreſs. —The 
preface is not ſo judicious as I could wiſh ; it an- 
ticipates what is ſaid under the following heads, 
and renders ſome part of them tautological.— 
The text is not exhauſted. Of ſeveral emphati- 
cal words no notice is taken. I ſay unto you, Ye 
ſhall in no caſe ; of the kingdom of heaven no- 
thing particular is ſaid. Indeed, there is a hint 


or two in the concluſion, referring to this ſubject; 
but too rambling, iadiſtinct, and not with ſuch 


a fimilarity to the text as might be obſerved.— 
The preacher ſuppoſes all his hearers to be of the 
ſame character, and ranks them all in one claſs. 
A practice which ditcerning people will not ad- 
mire, and which is hardly conſiſtent with the a- 
poſtolical rule, g dividing the word of truth; 
or with our Lord's direction, fo give each hrs por- 
tion, ſuited to their reſpective ſtates. —I love Mr 


R *** as a worthy good man, but I declined the 


othce of reviſing his ſermon, becauſe I was ſen- 
ſible I could not make it ſuch, as I thould chuſe 
to ſee printed. However, if it is printed, I hear- 
tily with the bleſſing of the Lord may attend it; 
that true religion may be promoted, and immor- 
tal ſouls edified. 

When the Pope is inſtalled, he is reminded of 
this moſt weighty truth; Sande Pater, dies æter- 
nitatis cogita. Let me ſay, Vir dilectiſſime, dies 
æternitatis cogita.— We were all pleaſed with your 
laſt convertation. It was like your book, and 
like yourſe}t—Remember, my dear friend, when 
you are in company, that you have written a pt- 
ous bock, and do not invalidate all your exhorta- 
tions to others, by 28 them in your own 
converſation. "I's this, ah ! 'tis this, that de- 
ſtroys what we build; confirms people in luke- 
warmneſs, and does unſpeakably more miſchief 
than can be enumerated in this letter. Let no 
corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, ſays 


St Paul, {ut that which is goed to the uſe of edifying, 


that it may min iſter grace to abe bearers. 
The paper you inquire after is loſt in the ma- 
ne barathrum cf my looſe papers: If ever it e- 
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merges, it ſhall be reſtored, May my friend's ' 
ſoul be not as the preſent ſtate of the paitures and 
meads, but as a watered garden, whole waters 
fail not. 


I have peruſed Mr M ithenſpoon s Eſſay on im- 


puted righteouſneſs ; may we every day experience 


that ſanctifying ethcacy, on which his diſcourſe 
turns. Santtify them, ſaith our Lord, by thy truth. 
I thank you for your admonition. I will bear 
it in my memory, and may our divine Maſter en» 
able me to obſerve it ! 

—Oh, for a candid ſpirit! It gives graceful- 
neſs to our cauſe ; it diminiſhes not the weight 
of our argument, and ſurely it does honour to 
the Chriſtian character. 

— Thanks for Mr Maſon's * Odes. Poliſhed 
performances ; but not equal, in my judgment, 
to his This, or his Monody on Pope. T think, I 
could point out a defect or two in theſe poe ns, 
but nothing defective could I diſcern in thoſe. 
Tis pity but gratitude to the ſupreme Benefactor 
actuated our hearts, and guided our pens. The 
rich benefits of Memory diſplayed by the elegant 
Mr Maſon | and not one acknowledgment to the 
bleſſed Author of all. The poet ſhines, but 
where is the Chriſtian ?—I am ever yours. 


i 


ER FS. . 


Dear Sir, Tueſday Morning. 
Should think my friendſhip very weak, and 
quite unfledged, if I could be offended with 
the freedom, for which you apologize. Thoſe 
who were anciently united in the bonds of Chri- 
ſtian friendthip, had this generoas ſentiment for 
t icir motto, —Amtcorum omnia communia, ; reter 
UXOTCS. — 
I rejoice with you in the hopeful young gen- 
tleman's recovery ; a pledge, | traſt, of his emi- 
nent proficiency, and exienſiv: uſefulneſs, in the 
goſpel-caule. 

1 acquielce entirely in Dr C**'s reaſons ; per- 
haps, if there was much of the pure evangelical 
peculiarity in the recommendatory verſes, it 
might be a forbidding circumltance to {ome read- 
ers. 

Mr * js very obliging ; his cautions are very 
friendly. I will not ſpeak fo plainly to Mr V. 
as to him. I wiſh, if it be God's gracious will, 
that your little treatiſe may be like Dr Dodaridges 
works, acceptable to every reader. You ſee by 
the expreſſions I have taken the liberty to under- 
line, that Mr **#* ſees the great truths of Chri- 


ſtianity inverted, juſt as we ſec objects in a con- 


cave ſpeculum. The good works, according to 
his ſcheme, are the recommending cauſe, and the 
bleſſed Redeemer only like the maſter of the ce- 
remonies, merely to introduce them with a good 
grace. No, we have not ſo learned Chriſt ; he is 
our righteouſneſs, as well as our ſanctification. 
We are accepted in the Beloved : In him {hall all 
the ſeed of Hrael be juſtified, and in bim ſhall they 
glory. — This is the epidemical miſtake, but 1 
hope God will ſend ovt his light and his truth, 
and rectify our miſapprehenſions.—lI dare ſay, 


des on memory—independency—melancholy —and the 
fatc of tyranny. 


+ Friends have every thing in cemmon except their wives, 
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that amiable and accompliſhed gentleman, that 
exemplary and ſhining Chriſtian, that very zea- 
lous and ſucceſsful preacher, Mr Js, will be 
highly pleaſed to receive the preſent of your little 
treatiſe ; his good heart will exult to ſee your Open 
acknowledgment of the Saviour whom he ſo dear. 
ly loves.—l hope to ſee you, or hear from yo, 
betore you take your journey; and am, with 
increaſing eſteem and affection, 


Moſt cordially yours. 


— A. 
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My dear Friend, 

OUR very kind preſent is come to our 
hands, and has made its appearance. You 
we me, as Theron ſays, exd]olrfor eyreaCotan, 

All I can fay, is, May the Lord ſupply your 
every need (both bodily and ſpiritual) according 
to his riches in glory by Chriſt Jeſus. 

I am forry, my brother wrote ſo warm a let- 
ter to My A—y about his attempt to purchaſe the 
cloſes at /Ye/ton, which lie ſo commodious for us, 
— The world's maxim is, Catch as catch can. 
But our Saviour's direction is, Be anxi»us for no- 
thing. —Never fear, but we ſhall make a ſhift 
without theſe cloſes to pals through the wilder- 
neſs, and arrive at the heavenly Canaan. Were 
not your thoughts upon that eternal home, when 
you attended Mr L***'s corpſe to the tomb? One 
of the texts, to which I directed my people on 
Sunday, was * 2 Cor. v. 1. and which, I hope, the 
omnipreſent God is now impreſſing on their con- 
{ciences, and mixing with faith. 

The elegant Paterculus I here return; and the 
evangelical Mar/ha/l I recommend to your repeat- 
ed peruſal. I with you ſtudied him more; for 
then you would like him better than you ſeem to 
do at preſent; you own there are many excellent 
directions in him; and thoſe parts which you 
now think obſcure, would not appear ſo on a 
more intimate acquaintance with the author. 

I am glad to hear ſuch a character of Mr *#, 1 
hope you will be an inſtrument in our Lord's 
hand, of improving his valuable diſpoſitions, of 
ripening the man of honour, into the ſervant of 
Chriſt.—I think Dr Akenfide + has, if not ſpoiled 
his ode, much injured the dignity and beauty of 
his ſentiments, by writing in Spencer's meaſure, 
and ſometimes in his drawling ſtyle.—“ While 
* he doth riot's orgies haply ſhare.” —PFor an 
ode, where we expect all the harmony of num- 
bers, and the higheſt poliſh of language, this 
manner ſurely is improper.—l keep it a little long» 
er, perhaps it may pleaſe better on the ſecond 
reading. VEN. 

AI wiſh you and your lady much joy at Chri- 
mas, or rather all joy in Chritt. He is come, he 
is come to judge the earth ; to do that for enſlaved 
and ruined mankind, which the heroic judges of 
old did for 1/rael,—to deliver them from bondage, 
and eftablith them in peace. Is not this the ſenſe 
of Pal. xcvi. 11. 12. 13. ?—Ah! what pity ! that, 
while ſo many heroes are celebrated, Jeſus toe 
defire of nations, and the brightneſs of bis Father's 
e know, that if our earthly houſe of this tabernacle wer? 
diſſolved, we have a building of Cod, a houſe not made wit 

hands, eternal in the heavens. | 
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glory, ſhould be totally diſregarded. Thou high 
and holy one, ſince authors of genius with-hold 
the tribute of praiſe, glorify thy name by a worm, 
by impotence, by James Hervey. 


RW 
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Reverend and dear Sir, Weſtin, June 7. 17 $0. 

On't you take it amiſs, that I have anſwer- 

ed your laſt kind letter no ſooner | 1 have 

tuch a multiplicity of epiſtolary engagements, and 

tuch a poor pittance of ſtrength, that I cannot be 

ſo punctual in my acknowledgments, as my friends 
may expect, and as I myſelf wiſh. 

Tou defired to ſee Mr Boyſe's letter to me.— 
here incloſe it; and it ſhould have been ſent to 
you earlier, but I could not find it amidſt the 
confuſed heap of my papers till yeſterday.—1 am 
very ſorry to hear he is ſo ill, as there is little 
robability of expecting any thing further from 
bi maſterly pen.—lI really think his little poem, 
entitled Deity, (in which he is not unmindful of 
the great Redeemer), is as uſeful and fine a piece 
of poetry * as moſt in the Eng lab language.—l 
% much admire it, that I have inſenſibly as it 
were got it by heart. God grant that it may be 
influcntial on every reader. 

| was reading the other day a curious book 
written by Mr Fleming, and entitled, The fulfil- 
ling of the ſcriptures complete; in which I met with 
valuable quotation from Luther's letter to Me- 
/anchthon, who was then in much anguiſh on the 
apparent hazards of thoſe 'imes. If this” (ſays 
Luther) „ be the cauſe of od, and not of man, 
then all the burthen ſhould be caſt on him. Why 
goſt thou afflict and torment thyſelf, ſeeing God 
hath given his Son for us — Wny do we tremble 
or fear! Will he forſake us in ſmaller things, 
echo has given us ſo great a gift ?—ls Satan 
itronger than God - Should we fear the world, 
which Chriſt has overcome? If the cauſe we con- 
tend for be not the truth, let us change; but if 
the cauſe be holy and juſt, why do we not credit 
the promiſe and faithfulneſs of God ?—lt 1s cer- 
min Satan can reach no farther than this preſent 
life ; but Chriſt reigneth for ever, under whoſe 
protection the truth now is; he will not fail to be 
with us unto the end.—If he be not with us, I 
beſeech you tell me where he ſhall be found ?— 
if we be not of his church, do you think that the 
Biſhop of Rome and our adverſaries are of it? We 
re indeed ſinners; but Chriſt is true, whoſe 
cauſe we have in hand ; which he has hitherto 
maintained without our counſel, and fo he will 
do unto the end.” — Mr. Fleming then juſtly ob- 
ſerves, that Luther reſted on Chriſt, when all 
viſible props broke under him. 

What animating conſiderations are theſe under 
all the diſcouragements we may meet with in our 
miniſterial labours ?—How does the work of the 
Lord proſper in your hand? May you be in this 
reſpect as a fruitful bough by the wall ; may 
your people fit under your ſhadow with great de- 
light, and your fruit be ſweet unto them. 


I am yours, &c. 
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ACOLLECTION or i, E TT ERS. 


671 


The following is a genuine copy of Mr Beyſe's 
letter * to Mr ns ah 


Reverend and dear Sir, 


OR your tender admonitions and excellent ad- 
vice, Iam truly indebted to you; as they dit- 
cover a generous and compaſſionate concern for my 
better part. I bleſs God] have reaſon to hope, that 
great work 18 not todo; for of all the marks of in- 
fatuation I know amongſt men, there can be none 
equal to that of truſting to a death- bed repentance. 
I do not prerend to vindicate my own conduct, 
nor can [I ever forget the very Chriſtian ſenſe 
of my condition and misfortunes, which (not- 
withſtanding all my mitbehaviour) you have fo 
patherically expreſſed.— the follies of my youth 
have furniſhed a plentitul harveſt of reflection for 
my Jatter years. As I have been now for a lon 
time in a manner buried from the world, ſo it 
has been my endeavour to ſpend that time in 


lamenting my paſt errors, and in purſuing a courſe 
of life void of offence towards God and man. 


I have learned to truſt in God as my only 
portion, to bleſs him for his fatherly correc- 
tions, which have been much gentler than my 
demerit z and by which 1 have been taught to 
know him and myſelf ; his infinite mercy and 
goodneſs; my own ingratitude and unworthineſs, 
ſo that I may truly ſay with the returning prodi- 
gal, Father, I have ſinned againſt heaven, and a- 
gainſt thee, and am not worth to be called thy ſon. 

My health is in a vety precarious ſtate; and 
the greateſt hypes of recovery I have (which are 
very ſmall) ariſe from warm weather and thecoun- 
try-air.— I thank God I am abſolutely reſigned to 
his holy and bleticd will, I have ſeen enough ot 
the vanity and folly of earthly things, and how 
inſuthcient they are to ſatisfy the defires of an 
immortal ſoul. I am ſenſible of my own wretch- 
edneſs and nothingneſs, and that my only hope 
of ſalvation is thro' that bleſſed Redeemer, whe 
died to fave loſt ſinners.— This is my rock of hope 
agninſt an approaching eternity. 

May you long, Sir, taſte thoſe true and unfading 
pleaſures, which attend the practice of religion 
and virtue; and may you, by your ſhining ex- 
ample, be a means ot turning many to righteouſ- 
neſs. This is the ſincete and ever-grateful wiſh 
of- your molt obliged, and faithful ſervant, 


S. Boyss. 


p - 5M 
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L E TT ER CLXVIL. 


Dear Sir, 

HE following is an extract of a letter, wrote 

by a young creature, labouring under an 

incurable diſtemper, and languiſhing in the near 
approaches of dcath, 

Jam at this time more happy than tongue can ex- 
preſs, — Never did I feel fo much of the love of Chrift 
ſhed abroad in my heart, as now. He has given me 
Full aſſurance, that he has, out of love to my ſoul, 
caſt all my fins bebiud his back, (Iſ. xxxviii. 17.)— 


Mr Boy/e died ſoon after he wrote this letter to Mr Her- 


vey.— His poem entitled Deicy has paile d through ſeveral edi- 
nons. 
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And oh ! why need I fear death, when the fling is 
taten away ?—No! though T am a finner, yet I 
have an advocate with the Father : and though, while 


T continue in this wile body, I fear, I ſhall tos often. 


grieve him, yet is his love flill the ſame ; which makes 
me ahbor myſelf, that ever IT ſhould fin againſt ſo kind, 
Jo compaſſionate a Saviour. 

See by TH1s how the poor receive, how the 
poor believe, and how the poor adorn the goſpel 
of God our Saviour. THis has indeed no great 
authority to dignify it, no flowers of eloquence 
to recommend it; nothing but the tranſparent 
fincerity, and the native ſublimity of its piety. 
It breathes, however, the very ſpirit which I long 
to attain; and though it comes from a perſon in 
low life and of no education, yet I believe very 
few, even amongſt the names of higheſt diſtinc- 
tion for wit, genius, and learning, will be able, 
in the ſame circumſtances, to exerciſe the ſame 
magnanimity of mind,—l am yours, &c. 


_— —— — —_— 


LETTER CcLXVII. 


Dear Sir, Weſton- Favell, Auguſt 13. 1756. 

1 I received the favour of your letter; 

was ſurpriſed to find you ſo near me; 
and grieved to hear of the occaſion. Oh ! that 
both of us may be enabled to caſt all our care up- 
on the Almighty ! for ſurely he who gave—not 
an archangel—not a world — but himſelf—his 
moſt bleſſed ſelf for our fins—ſurely he carcth for 
us 


Yes, dear Sir; I think from my very heart, 
that the grand controverſy which the King of 
heaven has with our nation, is for our prevailing 
contempt of his moſt adorable Son Jeſus Chriſt: 
A gift, compared with which every thing in earth 
or ſky, is lighter than duſt upon the ſcale : A 
gift, by which an omnipotent and eternal God 
not only demonſtrates, but commands his love. 
Matchleſs then and unſpeikable muſt it be !— 


Sce ! how the prophet Iſcioh exults and triumphs 


in this glorious gift. With an ardour of grati- 
tude, and with a tranſport of delight, he cries, 
To us a childis born; to us a Son ts given; in whole 
perſon is a dignity, and in whoſe righteouſneſs an 
efficacy, infinitely ſurpaſſing the power of chought. 
And ſhould not ſuch a gift be the darling topic 
of our converſation ; be the avowed glory and 
the general joy of our nation ? Yet, ſtrange to 
tell! afflictive to obſerve ! this divinely-excellent 

ift is forgot, is rejected, or treated with the moſt 
cold indifference. Where are the people, who 
mention it, or can bear to hear it mentioned in 
their company ? Inſtead of being in raptures at 
the ſound, are they not diſguſted and chagrined ? 
And does not God behold all this? Did he ever 
receive ſo horrid an affront, or is it poſſible for 
his creatures to act a more contumelious and diſ- 
dainful part? But whither am I cunning ?—Par- 


don . me, dear Sir, 18 my full heart, —my 


wounded heart, — which has concurred to aggra- 
vate this crying iniquity.— O] that its invariable 
language, for the future, may be; God forbid, 
that I ſhould glory, or rejoice, or confide, ſave in 
the croſs of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord: in him | have 
pardon of my ſins; in him 1 have peace with 
God ; in him I have eternal life. Therefore 


o LETTER/S. Lari@nxix: 


© hin firſt, him laſt, him midſt, and vw 
« end *,” will I remember, acknowledge 
brate. | 
Now you are come fo far, could you n 

a little farther excurſion ? Could ger 8 * 
with your com pany at V. e/ton ? where you would 
find a plain houſe and a faithful heart Open to _ 
C ive vou.—1 have no news from the literare 
world; and my orders to my bookſeller are few 
hut having occaſion to write, not long ago, t, 
Amilerdam, I ſent for all my favourite auth&e' 
Works: Milſius 1 mean; ho polite and Way 
Wi'/ius,—My bookſeller is reprinting in two 95. 
lumes, at my deſire, 'Jenks's Meditations ; which [ 
propoſe to recommend by a prefatory addreſs tg 
the public.-Let me ſoon hear from you, if [ 
cannot ſce you. And may your letter be in eve 

ſenſe an evangeliſt. Ever yours, while 4 


James Hervey 


ithont 
cele. 


* 
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Dear Sir, Weſton- Favell, March 3. 1756, 

N a preceding letter, I begged your ſolution of 

| ſome ſcriptural difficulties. ' As you always 
uſed even to prevent my expectations, in a free 
and ſpeedy communication of your valuable ſen— 
timents ; and as I have not enjoyed that pleaſure 
for a long ſeaſon, I am under ſome apprehenſions, 
that either you are viſited with ſick neſs, or my 
diſpatches have met with a miſcarriage. I hope 
after the receipt of this, you will find ſome way 
to relieve me trom my perplexity. 

Reading yeſterday, Exod. xiv. methought there 
was ſome appearance of tautology in verſe 7. Heb. 
If in either of the clauſes we might render the 
word 222 by horſemen, this ſeeming impropriety 
would be avoided. It would alſo more exactly 
agree with ZW. 227 in the 28th verſe.—ls not 
our method of tranſlating verſe 20. ſomewhat 
forced, and hardly reconcileable with the genius 
of the original language ? 

Hab. iii. 5. 125 17 1229. This ſentence alſo 
embarraſſed me a little. How does it, as tranſ- 


—— 


lated in the Exgliſb Bible, agree with the hiſtory? 


Is there any account or any hint, that the peſti- 
lence went before the Lord, when he deſcended 
on mount Ina; ? There went indeed a wonderful 
word, 1271 70 Siacianouere gu gnualu. Does this pal- 
fage refer to the plagues inflicted on the Iſraelites, 
for their murmuring and rebellion ? 1 think not, 
becauſe the ſacred hymn appears calculated for 
the encouragement of the people, whereas this 
circumſtance would rather depreſs their ſpirits. 
Does it point at the plagues and the vengeance 
executed on the Egyptians ? This, I believe, is 
moſt probable, and perhaps, affords us the true 
meaning of the paſſage.— Pray, favour me, it 
you have health and leiſure, with your opinion, 
which, Laſſure you, is highly valued, and always 
thankfully received by, dear Sir, 


Your obliged, and 
affectionate friend, &. 


What precedes was Written beſore the receift 
of your laſt. 


* M1L TON. 


„ aner en 


I thank vou, dear Sir, for your letter, and 
thank, you doubly, becauſe it is long. I received 
it on coming from my Wednzſday's erening-le tare : 
have read one ſheet, and entered upon the ſe- 
cond, but am now called down to family prayer. 
I (hall add no more, only let me delire you to 
fvour me with the criticiſms you mention. I 
beſeech the bleſſed God to eſtabliſh your health 
and prolong your life, that you may enrich me 
and others with many of your letters, and much 
of your knowledge. 


— 
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My dear Friend, Saturday Morn. 

Congratulate you on the acceptance of your 
1 little tract, and the uncommon demand for it. 
Ineſt ſua gratia par vit, is a maxim of more wiſdom 
and weight than we eaſily apprehend. May the 
bleſſing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt accompany it, 
always and in all places II mult defire you to 
excuſe my who's upon you. The ſeaſon is 16 
rigorous, I am afraid to ſtir abrond. 1 queſtion, 
whether I ſhall have courage to venture to Colling- 
free to-morrow. You know 1 am one of the ſnail- 
kind, both in travelling, reading, and writing. 
My thanks to Mr Fenwick ; | have juſt peeped 
upon his * work: I fear it will be thought by 
the world, too finely ſpun.—You once alked my 
opinion concerning Dr Grey's lait words of David 
divided according to the metre. I had not then 
read it with due attention. I lately peruſed it 
very carefully, and am charmed with the import- 
ance of his correction and the beauty of the paſ- 
ſage, as it ſtands amended by that judicious 
critic. Though I muſt own, 1 don't admire the 
alteration ſuggeſted by Bithop Sher/ack, in his let- 
ter to Dr Grey. © A ſun thall riſe as the morn- 
ing, ſeems to have very little ſpirit, and leſs 
propriety. Is it not bordering upon idem per 
idem? What is the morning, but the ritng 
of the ſun! Aſk our accurate friend's opts 
nion. If the other þ paſſages of ſcripture, men- 


* Thoughts on the Hebrew tit/es of the pſalms, endeavouring 
to diſcover their meaning, and point ont their uſe. 

+ Biſhop Sherl-ck ſays, (ſee page 23. of Dr Grey's laſt words 
of David), In the compariſon T1 INRA ce-or boker, &c. 
which you render, Sicut lux matutina, oriente ſole; it would 
{ſtrike me more to read orietur /ol.—The ſenſe then would be, 
(taking the ſun to be an image, or character of the Jus T 
ONE), this ſan ſhall be like the kind gentle light of the morn- 


ing, free from clouds, and when the earth, refrethed by kind 


mowers, is putting forth freſh verdure,—Th-: paTage is beau - 
tiful, and gives an idea of a ſun that never ſcorches, but is 
ever gentle, and ſhining with a genial heat: A sUN WITH 
HEALING UNDER HIS WINGS- 

+ Theſe paſſages are entitled, The voice of the ſweet ſingers 
of Iſrael ; | 

Being, 

The book of Lamentations. | The ſong of T/aiah, chap. v. 
The Canticles, or Song of || The prayer of Habakkuk, 


Songs. chap. iii. 
The bleſſing of Jacob, Cen. The prophecy of Balaam, 
_ xlix, Numb. xxili. 
The bleſſing of Moſes, Deut. The lamentation of David 

xxxili. over Saul and Jonathan, 2 
The long of Moſes, Exad. Sam. 1. 

xv. The laſt words of David, 2 
The ſong of Deborah, Judg. Sam xxiii. 

v. The prayer of Hannah, 1 

Sam. ii. 


With other poetical parts of the Old "Teſtament, divided ac- 


XXXIX. 
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tioned by Dr Grey in the front of this little piece, 
as what he ſoon intends to publiſh, are as va- 
luably reſtored and as elegantly interpreted as this, 
the ſuppreſſion of them will be a great loſs.—I 
will, on your encouragement, go on with my book 
in my piddling way. Happy if my own heart 
may be impreſſed with the evangelical truths, 
even though they ſhould reach, as handled by 
this pen, no farther.—l had like to have forgot 
Mr ***'s letter: and if I had forgot it, you 
might juſtly wonder at my ſtunidity. What a 
man is he! Sure, the age does not produce a 
more genuine copy of his divine Miſter. What 
a letter has he wrote! what dignity of fenti- 


ment! what true greatneſs of foul ! what open- 


neſs of heart! what boldneſs of ſpeech, and juſt- 
neſs of reproof, ſweetened with what love! tem- 
pered with what humility! tow I love the excel- 
lent man ! Was not your Hul athamed, while you 
read it f—and did not your heart burn within. 
you, as the diſciples did when talking with Chriſt 
in their way to Emmaus ? | 

I am really afraid to read Spenſer's Pairy Queer. 
He is in fancy ſuperior, perhaps, to every poet, 
yet ſo luſcious in ſome of his repreſentations, 
which I have caſually dipped upon, thatitisimpoſ- 
(ible, for Mt at leait, to advert to them, without 
catching contagion. His pictures of this ſort are 
drawn with a good deſign, He makes his heroes, 
victors of the ſoft allurements. But, I believe, 
few minds are ſo caſe-hardened againſt ſenſual 
pleaſure, as not to receive diſadvantageous im- 
preſſions. 1am therefore determined never to 
look into it again, never to gather the honey of 
poetry from the briers of contamination. Flee 
temptation, is the advice of an inſpired apoſtle, 
and I will pay the due regard to it. I am, dear 
Sir, with great reſpect, your moſt obliged, and 
very affectionate ſervant, Cc. 


3 


DAS: TN 


77 - Wejton- Favell, Dec. 6. 1756. 
[ Received your obliging and valuable preſent of 
the ſcriptural * poems, wrote by an American. 
It is an extraordinary performance, conſiderin 
the diſadvantageous circumftances, under which 
the author Iaboured.—A fpirit of zeal and devo- 
tion animates the whole. —There are too ſome 
elevated thoughts, and fine lines in it, particular- 
ly in that part of his poems, he entitles Man's 


fall and exaitation, or the Cbriſian triumph. 


I hope the ſale of it will anſwer your expecta- 
tion; and recompenſe the colt you have beſtow- 
ed in printing it ſo elegantly, and on ſo fine a pa- 


cording to the metre.—To which will be added, notes critical 
and explanatory, ſerving both to reſtore the text, and to give 
light to many parts of it hitherto obſcured. The book of Job 
thus divided, with the ſong of Mies, Deut. xxxiii, Dr Grey 
has already pubiilhed. 

' * The author of theſe ſcriptural poems had no other educa- 
tion, than what a country-{choolmiſtre's could beſtow on him. 
How far he improved by his own induſtry, notwithſtanding 
the oppreſſive weight of poverty and di reſs he laboured under, 


- theſe ſcriptural poems cvidently ſhew, as the ſallies of true ge- 


nius are every where viſible in his compoſitions. Such a dia- 
mond as this, even rough from its native mine, plays a ſpright- 
lier beam, than one of a mor: languid and feeble luſtre,” that 
has received the higheſt polith of education, 
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per.— But be that as it may, you have my beſt 
wiſhes that it may become the darling of the 
Public; and you have at the ſame time the ſin- 
ccre thanks of, Sir, 

Your obliged, humble ſervant, 


* is. — — —— — 


E 
Dear Sir, 


E LL our ingenious friend at ***, if I did 
not give a direct anſwer to his queſtion, 
it was becauſe he had ſtated it improperly. His 
manner was like making a raw apothecury's ap- 
prentice the proper judge of a doctor's bill. If 
ſuch a chap ſhould take upon him to lay, Doc- 
tor, your language is unintelligible, your recipes 
are injudicious, what aniwer would you make; 
Some ſuch anſwers muſt be made, even to Dr 
C and Mr O0“, if they or Dr C*** maintain 
or would inſinuate, that the myſtery of ſanctifi- 
cation, as delineated by Marſhall, 1s unintelligi- 
ble and injudicious, merely becauſe 1 u do 
not immediately diſcern its propriety. —I own, 
the third and fourth direction of Mr Mar/hall ſeem 
obſcure *; but this does not ariſe from any im- 
proper manner of treating the ſubjects, but 
from the myſterious nature of the ſubjects them- 
ſelves. 

This, ſays Dr C*#*, is my firm faith, “ that, 
„if we do well, we ſhall be accepted through 
« the merits of Chriſt. I might atk the Doc- 
tor whether he does weill? Dare he avow this, 
even before me his fellow-worm, and fellow- 
finner ? How then will he maintain the preten- 
fon, before that infinitely-pure God, in whole 
light the very heavens are unclean ? But I chuſe 
to aſk him, {what may ſeem leſs offenſive), has he 
never read of the righteouſneſs of faith + of be- 
ing made righteous by one man's obedience F ?—of 
righteouſneſs imputed without works | 7 Now I 
ſhould be glad to learn, whit the Holy Spirit 
means by theſe expreſſions ? Mud it our worth 
friend pleaſes to ſhew, how his {faith can be made 
conformable to any one of theſe texts, I will un- 
dertake to demonſtrate the contorinity of my 
faith to them all. —Ah! why ſhould we hug a 
deſpicable rag, and reject a ſuit of beautiful ap- 
parel? The Lord Jetus enable us all to diſcern 
the things that are excellent ! 

Let me, this Chriſimas, with you and Mrs * * 
all joy and peace in Chriſt Jeſus. Theſe are the 
true compliments of the ſeaſon, and therefore 


ſent by 


R CEAXIH, 


Your true friend, e5c. 


— — — — 
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LEE ( ) ˙— 


Weſton, Saturday Morning. 
UCH I loved, and much | eſteemed my 
dear friend before ; but now, methinks, 
I love and eſteem him more, on account of his 


There is confeſſedly ſomewhat of obſcurity in the third 
and fourth direction ;—and as Mr Marſhall's directions are of 
a very evangelicai nature, they will undoubtediy appear to be 
out of the common road; though his method is remarkably 
inſtructive, as no man perhaps was cver betteracquainted with 
the human heart, and the method he has laid down for the 
effet tual practice of holinc is is admirable. 

+ Rom. x. 6. 1 Rom, v. 19. 


| Rom, iv. 6. 


nnr 


kiad acceptance of my free admonitions.— Do 


Lrr. CLXxXIV. 


my dear friend, let us remember how i 
the hours of our preſent life, and the moment 

of ſocial intercourſe are. Dr V of Worceſte : 
who has a fine taſte for painting, can, though 
engaged in great buſineſs, paint, and talk = 
and then upon paintings; Dr C— of St Alan 
who has a fine genius tor poetry, though amid 
a varicty of employs, can write, and give his 
ſentiments on poetry; and why ſhould not D. 
S, though in an equally-large ſphere of action 

edify his acquaintance, by his tongue and pen, 
with ſome religious hints, This, I think, is his 
diſtinguiſhing talent; and when he pleaſes, | 
am ſure no man knows how to introduce ſcrin. 
ture better, or to converſe in a more ſtriking man. 
ner. Oh! thata ſtricture of it may run through 

brighten, and dignify his temper, his buſineſs, 
his whole converſation ! 

You are perfectly right in eſteeming thoſe au- 
thors, whole piety beams through all their pages. 
And for this very reaſon, I eſteem, admire, and 
embrace Fenks's works; Marſhall on ſanctiſication; 
and Witherſpoon on the imputed righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt ; becauſe nothing has ſo efficacious and 
benign an influence on true piety, as their doc- 
trines. Nothing ſo tweetly calms the conſcience, 
ſo thoroughly refines the affection, or, to ſay all 
in a word, fo effectually ſheds abroad the love 
of God in the heart. 

I with you and Mrs S*, abundance of com- 
fort in Miſs Sophia. It was ſaid of one, Nabal 
is his name, and folly is with him, 1 Sam. xxv. 
25. So I ſay of your infant-daughter, Sophra 
is her name, and may wifdom be with her! e- 
ven the n «19» cope, the wiſdom from above, which 
St James ſo charmingly deſcribes in chap. iii. 17. 
and not with her only, but with her parents, and 
with their truly-atfectionate friend. 


Mportant 


— — 
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LET T E R --CLXXIV. 


Weſton- Fayell, 26. 1756. 
O W, my hs friend, I Tk Siegel}, your 

favourite author, Doawname's Chriſtian 
warfare aguinſt the devil, the world, and the fleſh. 
He is, indeed, a pleafing, , perſpicuous writer. 
The language, as you obſerved, remarkably pure 
and correct; he is very experimental, and enters 
into the diſtreſſes of tempted ſouls ; many things 
are ſweet, comfortable, charming, Sometimes, 
I think, he draws a little veil over the grace of 
God, not ſuffering it to blaze out in its full lu- 
ſtre and glory. Don't you think he is ſomewhat 
inaccurate, in ſtating the nature of juſtification * 
Lib. ii. chap. 50. * Juſtification,” he lays, 
« confiſteth in two parts; the firſt, remiſſion 
«* of our fins for the full ſatisfaction of Chriſt, 
« by his death and ſufferings: the other, thc 
„ imputation of his habitual and active righ- 
* teouſneſs. Should it not rather be, juſtifica- 


tion conſiſts of two parts; the firſt, remiſſion of 


our fins; the ſecond, being perfectly righteous 
in God's ſight ; and both thele ſpring from the 
imputation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs to the pov! 
ſinner ? | 

I find, from your manuſcript, it is your Op!” 
nion, that the antediluvian ſacrifices were ſlain 


by the ſword of the cherubim, planted and 
waved at the entrance of Eden. This is a very 
remarkable, and very awful circumſtance, and 
if true, very worthy of particular notice. But 
what reaſons have you, dear Sir, for the ſupport 
of this ſentiment? Be ſo kind as to mention 
them, at your leiſure. 

Mr P#*#, about a week after his return to 
Northamptonſhire, gave me your letter. I fear, he 
will become a prey to the allurements of the 
world.—-I believe he is not very zealous for the 
goſpel of Chriſt. I am pretty ſure, he does not 
love the ſervants of our Lord; therefore I ex- 
pet, that, from this quarter, my character will 
ſoon be put under an eclipſe ; nor ſhall I be much 
diſappointed, if, by this incident, my new friend 
is put away from my fight. Thanks for your hints 
concerning my conduct; it is very ſeaſonable, and 
ſhall be obſerved. 

I have ſometimes thought, that the beſt, 
ſtrongeſt proof of a future ſtate of happineſs oc- 
curring in the O/d Teſtament, is deducible from 
the hiſtory of Enoch. Enoch walked with God, 
was high in his favour, and had much commu- 
nien with him ; it is recorded as a fingular re- 
ward of his holy and exemplary lite, That he was 
not, for God took him. Now, if the ancient peo- 
ple of God had no notion of a future ſtate of 
happineſs, what ſtrange apprehenſions muſt they 
form concerning this inſtance of the divine pro- 
cedure ? At this rate, Jehovah muſt appear to 
puniſh in the moſt exemplary and dreadful man- 
ner, his firſt and greateſt favourite. Whereas, 
ſuppoſe them rooted in the belief of a much hap- 
pier condition ſucceeding the preſent life, and the 
caſe is plain, and God is juſtified in his doings. 
—Pleale to give me your opinion, as to this ar- 
gument. 

I hope, you are thinking of your new verſion 
of P/al. civ. which will be very agreeable, and, I 
hope, not a little edifying to, 


Dear Sir, 
your much obliged and 
affectionate friend. 


P. S. 1 here ſend you Mr Moſes Browne's al- 
molt literal tranſlation of Luther's moſt comfort- 
abie hymn, which is in very conſiderable eſteem 
in the German church. Zimmermannus de cogni- 
ionis Chriſti eminentia, is a comment on it; and 
is now tranſlating by Mr Browne at my deſire, 


LUTHER" Hymn. 
In eight practical rules. 


J. 


57 IS not tos arduous an eſſay, 

To tread reſolu d the el uch z 
2 inſtinct to controul, 
And warm with purer fire the ſoul. 
Nature may raiſe her fleſhly ftrife, 
Reluftant to the beav nly life; 
Loath in a Saviour's death to ſhare, 
Her daily croſs compell'd to bear : 
But grace omnipotent at length, 
Shell arm the faint, with javing ſtrength ; 
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Thro' the ſharp war with aids attend, 
And his long conflict ſweetly end. 
See Zimmermannus, Page 5, 


II. . 
AF but the infant's gentle part; 
Give up to love thy willing heart : 
No fondeſt parent's melting breaſt 
Yearns, like thy God's, to make thee bleſt - 
Taught its dear mother ſoon to know, 
The tendereft babe his love can ſhow. 
Bid thy baſe ſervile fear retire ; 
This taſe no labour will require. 
Zummermannus, page 11. 


III. 
The ſov'reign Father, good and kind, 
Wants but to have his child refign'd : 
Wants but thy yielded heart (no more !) 
With his large gifts of grace to ftore. 
He to thy ſoul no anguiſh brings, 
From thy own ſtubborn will it ſprings : 
That foe but crucify (thy bane I), 
Nought ſhait thou know of frowns of pain. 


L1mMMermannus, page 17. 


IV. 
Shake from thy foul o erh lm d, deprefſt, 
4% encumb'ring load that galls her reſt ; 
That waſtes her flrength in bondage vain :— 
With courage break th enflaving chain. 
Let pray'r exert its conqu'ring pow'r ; 
Cry in thy tempted trembling hour, 
* My God, my Father ! jave thy fon !"— 
'Tis heard,—and all thy fears are done. 
LIMMrmannus, page 32. 


V. 
Let if (more earneſt plaints to raiſe) 
Thy God a while his aid delays, 
Tho you don't now his kind hand feel, 
Thy grief let lenient patience heal. 
Or if corruption's ſtrength prevail, 
And oft thy pilgrim ſeorfeeps fail ; 
Pray for bis grace with louder cries, 


go ſhalt thou cleans'd and ſtronger riſe. 
£immermannus, page 43. 


Theſe next lines within the hooks do not be- 
long to Luther's hymn, but are uſed by Zimmer- 
mannus, page 52. as an illuſtration of the pre- 
eeding ſtanza. 


[The faſter hold my faith on Teſus takes, 

His brighter glories on my ſpirit breaks. 

1f then to heav'n I lift my votive hands, 

Love's flrongeſt flame my raptur'd ſoul expands. 
Thee, Lord, ſhe loves, and would with zeal forego 
A thouſand worlds, love dear as thine to know.) 


Then Luther's hymn proceeds thus: 


VI. 
If haply ſtill thy mental ſhade, 
Dark as the midnight gloom be made, 
On the ſure faithful arm divine 
Firm let thy ſaſt ning truſt recline. 
The gentleft fire, the beſt of friends, 
To thee nor loſs, nor harm intends : 
Tho toft on a tempeſtuous main, 
No wwreck thy veſſel ſhall ſuſtain. 
Should there remain of reſcuing grace 


No glimpſe, no footſtep left to trace; 
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Hear thy Lord's voice. tis Jeſas' will, 
Believe (thou poor dark pilgrim) flill.” 
Zimmermannus, page 55. 

. VII. 

Then thy ſad night of terrors paſt, 

(Tho' the dread ſeaſon long may laſt J, 

Sweet light ſhall, from the tranquil ſeies, 

Like a jarr dawn before thee riſe, 

Then ſhall thy faith's bright grounds appear, 

Thy eyes ſhall view ſalvation clear. 

Be hence encourag'd more, when try'd, 

On the beſt Father 7o confide. 

Ab ! from thy mind extirpate quite 

The fickly films that cloud her fight : 

See ! of how rich a lot, how bleſt, 

The true believer lands poſſeſt ! 


Zimmermannus, page 68. 


Theſe lines within the hooks do not belong to 
Luther's hymn, but are uſed by Zimmermannur, 
as an illuſtration of the preceding ſtanza. See 
Page 74. 

[Looſe from hard bonds, my God! a mind 

In chains too faſt, too flrait confin'd, 

Im heal'd !—ſjet free !—from fin made pure ! 

Thy blood, my Chriſt, has wrought the cure. 

J feel a pow'r my will controul l 

Rreench thy long drought, my thirfly ſoul ! 

The living fountain now I've found, 


Difuſing balmy ſtreams around.] 


Then Luther's hymn concludes with this eighth 
practical rule. 


VIII. 
Come, backward ſoul! to God reſign; 
Peace, his beſt bleſſing, ſhall be thine : 
Boldly recumbent on his care, 
Caſt thy felt burthens ONLY THERE. 
Zimmer mannus, page 88. 


EN 


> 

My dear Friend, 
HIS morning I wrote to my bookſeller, and 
therein told him, that I think he need not 
be much concerned at the ſcurrilous treatment, 
which the reviewers have beſtowed on my edi- 
tion of Jenes * Meditations. It will injure their 
own character, and leſſen their own credit; not 
depretiate the works of that excellent man. 
I do aſſure you, it gives me not the leaſt concern; 
don't covet reputation; I deſire, every day, to 


= 


be more and more dead to the honour that co- 


meth of men. Yet it is my fincere opinion, that 
ſuch very foul and very abuſive language would 
awaken in the generous reader a ſpirit of reſent- 
ment. As a proof I incloſe a letter from Mr P—, 
a very ingenious young clergyman, whom I ſome- 
time ago mentioned to you under this character. 
The letter, I think, will do him as much honour as it 
does me : it is fit to appear in print, but I would 
on no account take any ſuch freedom with a —4 
vate epiſtle.—I would not have our friend in 
London give himſelf any manner of trouble to pre- 
vent any future inſtances of this kind of benevo- 


* See Mr Hervey's preface to this book, at the end of the 
volume. | 


uſe of 1t. 
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lence from the reviewers. I denend not on their 
favour, but on him whom heaven, and earth, and 
hell obey ; who conſtrained even Balaam to ſa 
How ſhall I curſe, whom the Lord hath not curſed # 
We are all obliged to my dear friend for intereſt- 
ing himſelf in our behalf; but we defire him nor 
to take the trouble of writing on 7ueſday, be- 
cauſe it will be too late. The little clotes are to 
be put up for ſale on Monday, and A — will, 1 
ſuppoſe, outhid my brother; yet if diſappointed 
in this, bleſſed be God for a treaſure in heaven 
that faileth not. An inheritance, that is fes. 
not periſhable, but laſting as eternity; au 
not tarniſhed, but free from every circumſtance 
of alloy; aue, not fading, but always in the 
fulleſt, freſheſt bloom of perfection, glory, and 
JET 19 | 

Poor Mr H, I am informed, has almoſt loft 
his ſight, is extremely ill; his life, it is thought 
will follow his fight. Lord, that he and we mar 
ſee by faith the Lord's Chriſt !-—Blefſed be God 
in Chriſt all fulneſs dwells, all fulneſs of merit 
and righteouſneſs, of grace and falvation ; and 
this is for the unworthy, for ſinners, for bh ber 
will ; therefore, for my dear friend, and for 


His ever- affectionate 
James Hervey, 


„ _ 


Ly E. TT 8 RR: CLASKL 
My dear Friend, Weſton-Favell, Monday Morn, 


Am much obliged to you for your generous 
donation of thirty ſhillings to purchaſe five 
hundred of An earneſt invitation to the friends of 
the eſtabliſhed church, &c. * have put the money 
into the hands of one who loves our Lord Jeſus 
in ſincerity; and who will take care that the 
pamphlet is properly diſperſed according to our 
deſi: es. Tis an excellent deſign: ] daily beg of 
God to bleſs it; for what he vouchſaſes ro bleſs, 
will be bleſſed indeed. na. | 
Incloſed I fend you a form of prayer, founded 
on the plan laid down in the Earneft Invitation, 
&c.—'Twas tranſmitted to me laſt night by a 
very pious clergyman, who, believe, was himſelf 
the author of it. You may get one of your ſons 
to tranſcribe it, if you have not leiſure enough 
to do it yourſelf ; and permit fach ferious perſons 
to take copies, as you think will make a proper 


I wiih you that promiſe for your counſellor, 
which we read this morning at breakfaſt in Laiab 


* An carneſt invitation to the friends of the eſtab ' iſhed 
church, to join with ſeveral of their brethren, clergy and lar 
ty, in ſetting apart one hour in the Sunday of every weck for 
prayer and ſupplication, eſpecially during the preſent trouble. 
ſome times. This pamphlet is wrote with great ſpirit and a 
very good intention. It well deſerves the moſt ſerious eonfid*- 
ration of the community; and their hcarty concurrence. in {0 
laudable and uſeful a deſign, may very reaſonably be expected. 
Let us reflect, that our heavenly Father, high and mighty, who 
from his throne looks down on all the dwell-rs on earth, an 
ſees what multitudes in the different parts of this kingdom, 
are at that hour fervently praying to him in ſecret ; and all u. 
nited too in the ſame requeſts, cannot Hut be pleaſed with ſuch 
a proſpect; and may probably for their ſakes avert the IMpenc” 
ing cal umities, which are too juſtly deſerved by ſo irreligiou 
and diſſolate a nation. See Cen. xvill 32. 
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(chapter Jviii. 11.), The Lord ſhall guide thee con- 
* I am, my dear friend, 
Ever yours, while 
James HERvEey. 


A folemn act of confeſſion and interceſſion ſuited to 
the plan of thoſe London clergy and other friends to 


the eſtabliſbed church, as ſpecified in the Earneſt In- 
viration, Cc. requeſting all the well-diſpoſed Chriſtians 
(laity as well as clergy }, throughout this nation, to 
iin with them in a ſolemn" att of humili ition for one 
hour every Sunday evening, viz. from eight of the 
heck till nine, on account of their - own fins and the 
us of this nation, eſpecially during theſe colamitous 


times, viz. in 1757. 


1 O Bleſſed Lord, let the words of my mouth, 

and the meditation of my heart, be at 
this time acceptable in thy ſight as the incenſe, 
aad let this now lifting up of my hands be a 
{weet-ſmelling ſacrifice Lord, hear my prayer, 
and let my cry come unto thee. ; 

O moſt great and glorious God ! juſt and ter- 
rible in thy judgments to all obſtinate and rebel- 
lious ſinners, but of infinite mercy to ſuch as 
with true ſorrow and hearty repentance turn un- 
to thee ; look down, 1 belteech thee, with mer- 
cy and compaſſion upon mc, now preſenting 
myſelf before thee, owning that I am not wor- 
thy ſo much as to lift up ny eyes to the throne 
of thy glorious Majeſty. O Lord, my fins are fo 
many and ſo great, that it is owing ro thy mercy 
alone that 1 have not been long ſiuce conſumed, 
but yet have another opportunity of humbling 
myſelf before thee, and begging mercy for my 
own ſoul, who have fo grievouily ſinned againſt 
thee : I confeſs, O Lord, what thou knoweſt al- 
ready, but I confeſs it to manifeſt thy juſtice, 
and to glorify thy mercy, Which has {pared me 
{o long. 1 confeſs and acknowledge, O Lord, 
that I brought a depraved and finful nature into 


the world with me, from whence all my actual 


fins have flowed and proceeded, as impure ſtreams 
from a polluted fountain. O bleſſed God, I be- 


ſeech thee, for thy dear Son Jeſus Chritt's ſake, 


to humble me, and that greatly, for this my ori- 
ginal corruption |! Lord, let me ſee it in the ſtrong- 
eſt light, and never give me reſt and peace, till 
from my ſoul I cry out for, and rely upon the 


unſinning obedience of my dear Redeemer Jeſus 


Chriſt, and the aſſiſtance of the Spirit for deliver- 
ance from it; and grant that this precious balm 
may be my cure, and reſtore me again to the i- 
mage of my God'! i 

O Lord, I have ſinned againſt thee by wilful 
and actual fins ; 1 have left undone thoſe things 
which 1 ought to have done, and have done 
thoſe things which I ought not to have done 
particularly by ſuch—and ſuch—a fin. 


As 'tit taken for granted that every one who uſes this 
prayer, has firſt of all frictly examined himſelf, and 
wrote down all the notorious fins, both of commiſfton 
and omiſſion, which he could recollett thas he had been 


guilty of during the whole courſe of his life, it 


would here be proper for him to read over that ca- 
talogne of bis offences very deliberately, that be may 
Se teeply Dumoied, aud tru:y penitent. 


r 
BY ARIA 


I ' O Nor 


LETTER 677 
Oo Bleſſed God, I can give but a wretched ac- 


count of myſelf.—l cannot remember I tear 
the ten thouſandth part of my offences; Lord, ſave, 
or I periſh ;. my crimes are intolerable and ſhamey 
ful, and my omiſſions as well as my commiſſions 
are innumerable ; Uh | what ſhall I ſay unto thee, 
or what ſhall I do !—Oh! thou Preſerver of 
men! I am fo vile, that I cannot expreſs it; ſo 
ſinful, that I am hateful to myſelf, and much 
more abominable muſt I needs be in thy ſight ! 

Oh! I have ſinned, I have ſinned ! my fins are 
grown ſhameful and aggravated: to amazement ! 
Lord! I can ſay no more, I am aſhamed, 1 am 
confounded in thy preſence! 

But yet, O God, thou art the healer of our 
breaches, and the lifter up of our head ; and I 
muſt not, I dare not deſpair. Thou haſt opened 
a fountain for fin and for uncleanneſs, and there- 
fore I am ſure, thou delighteſt not in the death of 
a {inner ! and though my fins are great and num- 
berleſs, as the ſand which is upon the ſea-ſhore, 
yet they are infinitely leſs than thy mercies, which 
thou haſt revealed to all penitent and returning 
ſinners in Jeſus Chriſt ! | 

For his ſake therefore be pleaſed to look down 
into the duſt, and lift up a poor helpleſs ſinner 
from the dunghill ! for Chriſt's ſake let me not 
periſh in my folly, nor be conſumed in thy hea- 
vy diſpleaſure! for Chriſt's ſake give me time and 
ſpace to repent, and give me alſo power to do it 
by the aſſiſtance of tiy bleſſed Spirit! 

Support me with an holy hope; confirm me 
with an operative and lively faith; and kindle a 
bright and burning charity in my ſoul; give me 
patience in ſuffering, and ſeverity in judging, and 
in condemning my ſins! that judging myſelf, I 
may not be condemned of thee; that mourning 
for my fins, I may rejoice in thy pardon; that 
deſtroying my fins, I may live in righteouſneſs ; 
that denying my own will, I may always en- 
deavour to perform thine, and that, by the aſſiſt- 
ance of thy bleſſed Spirit, I may overcome all 
carnal and ſpiritual wiekednell. May I walk in 
thy light! may I delight in thy ſervice! may L 
perfect my obedience; be wholly delivered as 
well from the power of fin, as puniſhment of 
it; and ſo be for ever preſerved from thy wrath, 
and at laſt paſs on from a certain expectation to 
an actual enjoyment of the glories of thy king- 
dom, through Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 

2. And now, Lord, as I have been confeſſing 
my own fins, and humbling my ſoul before thee 
as a private and particular perſon, I think myſelf 
bound in humility and duty, after the example of 
thy ſervant Daniel, to look upon myſelf in a ſtill 
farther ſinful light, viz. as an inhabitant of a pro- 


fligate and rebellious nation; and ſo, like Daniel 


allo, to confeſs the fins of my people ! May I feel 
the concern of the p/a/miſt, when he exclaimed, 
Rivers of tears run down mine eyes, becauſe men keep 
not thy law, Pal. cxix. 130.—And oh | that my 


ſupplications, and the ſupplications of all thoſe, 


who, at this appointed hour, have agreed ſolemn- 

ly to ſeek thy face, and to confeſs their own ſins, 

and the ſins of the people of this land; oh that 

they may meet with the ſame gracious acceptance 

with thee as Daniel did! 8 the command- 
| T 
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ment may come forth at the beginning of our 
ſupplication, te make an end of our fins, and to 
make reconciliation for our iniquities, that thou mii 
dice more be our God, and we thy * | 

Let thy merciful cars, O God, therefore be o- 
pen unto our prayers, and ſpare all thoſe who con- 
fel; their fins unto thee! that they whole conſci- 
ences by fin are accuſed, by thy merciful pardon 
may be abſolved, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord! 

O Lord, the great and fuithſul God, keeping co- 
wenant and mercy with them that love him, and Keb 
is commandments, Deut. vii. 9. We have ſinned, 
O Lord, we have committed iniquity, and have 
done wickedly, and have rebelled by departing 
from thy precepts and from thy judgments ; 
neither have we hearkened unto thy ſervants the 
prophets, nor to thy Son Jelus Chriit, nor to 
his apoſtles, who jn thy holy word have ſpoken 
unto our fathers, and the people of the land ! 

O Lord, righteouſneſs belongeth unto thee, 
but unto us confuſion of face as at this dav, to 
our kings, to our princes, to our fathers, and 
to ourſelves ; becauſe of the treſpaſſes which we 
have treſpaſſed againſt thee 3 yea, we have all as 
one man tranſgreſſed againit thee, by departing 
from thee, and not obeying thy voice! therefore 
the curſe is poured out upon us, and thou hait 
confirmed the word which thou haſt ſpoke againſt 
us! Thou haſt brought upon us many and ſore 
evils, yet made we not our prayer before thee, 
that we might turn from our iniquity, and un- 
derſtand thy truth. 

But, O bleſſed Lord, to thee belong mercies 
and forgiveneſſes, though we have rebelled a- 
gainſt thee : O Lord, we confeſs our wickedneſs, 
and are ſorry for our fins ; we beleech thee there- 
fore, according to all thy righteouſneſs and thy 

racious promiſes, and for the fake of thy dear 
don Jeſus Chriſt, let thine anger and thy fury be 
turned away from us! Bow down thine ear, O 
Lord, and hear ; open thine eyes, O Lord, and 
ſee, and bchold ayr miſeries and our deſolation! 
for we do not preſent our ſupplications before 
thee, truſting in our own righteouſneſs, but in 
thy manifold and great mercies, and of the truth, 
which thou haſt ſhewed of old time to us thy 
ſervants ; but thou art the ſame, whoſe property 
is always to have mercy ; have mercy upon us, 
therefore have mercy upon us, moſt merciful Fa- 
ther, for thy dear Son our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's 
ſake; forgive us all that is paſt, and grant that 
we may ever hereafter ſerve thee in newneſs of 
life, to the honour and glory of thy name! And 
let the conſideration oft our finfulneſs and un- 
worthineſs, and of thy manifold warnings to us 
and long-ſufferings towards us, increaſe in us true 
repentance, that iniquity may not be our deſtruc- 
tion! and increaſe in us alſo more and more a 
lively faith and love, fruittul in all holy obedi- 
ence, that thou mayſt ſtill continue thy favour, 
together with the light of thy goſpel, to us, and 
our poſterity ! and this we beg for thy dear Son 
Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, our only Mediator and Ad- 
vocate. | | 

3. And now I have here confeſſed to thee, my 
own fins, and the fins of the people, 1 defire 


farther to offer up my prayers in behalf of all 


mankind, that both Jew and Centile may believe 


0 F L E. T T F. R 8. 
in, and glorify thee, the only true God, and Je 
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ſus Chriltt, whom thou haſt ſent ! Prote 
proſper thy holy catholic chur 
pure in doctrine and worſhip, 
ever is a ſcandal to thy moſt 


its profellors and enlarge its borders ; 

bleſs that part of it in \ nations I arg 
belong ; and as, in thine infinite mercy, thou 
haſt been pleaſed to vouchſafe us abundant illu- 
mination of thy goſpel, be pleaſed to grant, that 
by our ins we may not extinguiſh the light of it 

Inflame the miniſters and ſtewards of thy m 1 
ſteries with a lively and burning zeal for the = 
veriion of fouls. Impreſs it deeply upon them 
that curſed is he that doth the work of the 
Lord deceitfully ;—and be pleaſed, O Lord, to 
ailit them with thy bleſſed Spirit, and to direc 
them to the uſe of ſuch means as may be effec. 
tual to bring about, and accomplith that deſirable 
and happy end, | 
| Be plealed likewiſe to bleſs all thoſe our diſſent- 
ing brethren, of what denomination foever the 
be, who love the Lord Jetus Chriſt in lncerity x 
Reconcile our hearts to them, and theirs to us! 
grant that there may be an end of thoſe animoti- 
ties, and bitter diſputes, which have ſo long and 
lo ſadly diſturbed the peace and hindered the 
union of Proteſtants! and grant allo that there 
may be only this one holy contention between us 
whether the miniſters out of the eſtabliſhed 
church, or they that are in it, ſhall labour moſt 
tor the glory ot our common Maſter, and for the 
talvation of thoſe fouls committed to their cace, 
and for whom he ſhed his blood. x 

Bleſs likewiſe our Sovereign Lord King Georgs, 
and all his royal family! make them pure aud 
holy in their lives! raiſe up an active and vigorous 
{piric in their hearts, for the Punithment and 
rooting out of wickedneis and vice, and for the 
encouragement and maintenance of true religion 
among us. 

And be pleaſed, O Lord, to give the ſpirit of 
wiſdom to all his counſellors, and to the magi— 
ſtrates of all ranks through the nation, that they 
may be enabled faithfully to diſcharge that great 
truit which is repoſed in them, to thy honour, 
and to the benefit and advantage of his Majeſty 
and the nation! 


Be pleaſed likewiſe to go forth with our flects 


& and 
ch, preſerve it 
root out of it what. 
holy religion unite 


and armies ! bleſs all their endeavours againſt our 


enemies, and give them ſucceſs in the day of 
battle! 

Have mercy upon all the afflicted memdets of 
thy church, whether in mind, body, or eſtate! 
Pity their condition, O Lord, pity it, and lay 
no more upon them than they are able to bear, 
but give them deliverance in thy good appointed 
time, it it be thy bleſſed will! Have compaſſion 
upon all that are in error, but ſincerely ſeek the 
truth ! on all that are engaged in finful courſes, 
and led captive by their laſts, that they may 


have grace and ſtrength to break their bonds; and 
on all thoſe who never pray for themſelves ; open 


their eyes, O Lord, and melt their ſtony hearts; 
awaken them, though it be even with thunder, 
to a ſenſible feeling of their fad condition, and 
for thy mercy's fake ſuffer them no longer to ſit 
in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death; ma) 
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they ſee before it be too late the danger and mad- 
neſs of thus living without God in the world. 

4. Finally, O Lord, I deſire to return thee my 
unfeigned praiſes and thankſgivings, for the ma- 
nifold ex preſſions of thy goodneſs and loving- 
kindneſs to me and to all mankind ! I ble(s thee 
for my creation, preſervation, and all the bleſſings 
of this life, and for all the helps and advantages, 
which thou haſt vouchſafed me for the obtaining 
a better ; but above all for thy aſtoniſhing love to 
mankind in | Jeſus Chriſt, for all that he hath 
done and ſuffered for us, and continues {till to do 
for us by his powerful interceſſion at thy right 
hand ! humbly beſecching thee, that I thy ſervant, 
rogether with all thoſe who have lived and died 
in the faith of his holy name, may follow the ex- 
ample of his heavenly life, that hnally with them 
I may be made a partaker of the merits of his 
obedience and death, in a joyful reſurrection to 
everlaſting life! 10 00 

All theſe confeſſions, prayers, ſupplications, 
interceſſions, and thankſgivings, I humbly put 
up to the throne of grace, in the name and words 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who in 
compaſſion to our infirmities hath taught us thus 
to pray, Our Father, &c. | 

The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 


N. B. The above prayer may be enlarged and 
improved as time and occaſion ſhall offer; and it 
may not be improper to remind every Chriſtian, 
that the firſt time he makes uſe of it, he ought 
to ſet apart at leaſt half an hour for ſelf-examina- 
tion, and writing down the (ins of which he finds 
himſelf guilty. —The following Sundays he will 
reconſider what he has written, and thereby 
form a judgment what is his progreſs in, or 
deviation from, the path, which leads to heaven. 
—After having ſpent ſome Sunday evenings in 
this devout exerciſe, he ſhould be upon his guard 
leſt he be tempted to leave it off. —-Oh may he 
never be tired of ſuch a good work ; the more 
he prays, the more he will have ſtrength to per- 
ſevere, Tis humbly hoped, that all who read 
this, will immediately purchaſe the Earneſt Invi- 
tation, &c. the price of which, as has been be- 
fore obſerved, is no more than a penny ;—and 
then, after having weighed it with the attention 
that a matter of this importance deſerves, they 
will (to uſe the author's own words) “ judge 
© whether it be not a ſeaſonable and a ſafe mea- 
„ ſure, which we would perſuade you to take; 
and you will take it if you are indeed a friend 
to our preſent happy eſtabliſhment in church 
and ſtate.—Your love for them will put you 
upon the doing every thing that lies in your 
power to ſerve them ; and here you have a fair 
opportunity, of which if you make uſe, it 
cannot but do you ſervice, and may be a bleſ- 
ſing to them.—Pray. for them at the appoint- 
ed hour, (namely from eight to nine every 
Sunday evening.)—Determine through God's 
aſſiſtance, that nothing ſhall hinder you from 
joining us,—Break through all engagements, 
all hinderances to meet at the throne of grace, 
the Lord's people. Conſider that God know- 
eth his ſecret ones, and will reward them o- 
penly. And moreover for your encourage- 
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ment remember, that he who ſitteth upon the 
throne is the Gop w- HEARETH PRAYER, 
and who has invited you ( P/al. I. 15.) to call 
upon him in the day of trouble; ſ will I hear 

thee, ſays he, and thou ſhalt praiſe me. What 
a comfortable promiſe is here to animate every 
one to make part of this praying congregation ! 
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My dear Friend, 

Truly ſympathiſe with you in all your calami- 
ties; but to be afflicted more or leſs, is the 
common lot of God's people; and it is frequent- 
ly their fate to be exerciſed with frowning pro- 
vidences in a remarkably-grievous manner, — 
Under ſuch circumſtances we ſhould ſuggeſt ſoft 
hints of admonition, with the ſame friendly in- 
tention as actuated the prophet Ferem!ah, when 
he addreſſed this exhortation to his countrymen, 
Let us ſearch and try our ways, and, if we are 
found delinquents, turn again unto the Lord, Lam. 
iii. 4.—We ihould likewiſe comfort each other, 
by obſerving, that God, who heareth prayer, has 
bowels of everlaſting compaſſion, and does not 
willingly afflict the ſons of men; that this ado- 
rable God has given his all-glorious Son to be 
a bleeding ſacrifice for our fins; and that if he 
with-held not his Son, his only Son, but delivered 
bim up for us all, how ſhall be not alſo with him 
Jreely give us all things all things that pertain 
to life and godlineſs ; to ſubſiſtence here, and ſal- 
vation for ever, —Prompted by the infinite be- 
nignity of his nature, and engaged by his invio- 
lable promiſe, he never faileth thoſe that ſeek 
him.—O! how ready is he to give his Holy Spirit! 
to give all happineſs to thoſe that with an humble 
ſincerity will apply to him] infiaitely more ready 
thai: we are to give our children a morſel of 
bread to ſave them from perithing with hunger. 
— Theſe are indeed comfortable conſiderations, 
and are the ſtrongeſt reaſons why we ſhould con- 
tinually be making our requeſts known unto him. 

I fear Mr Syu—b is a very bad man, and too 
juſtly deſerves the name you give him. —Labour- 
ers, I am told, are diſtreſſed by his neglecting to 
pay them ; which 1 can aſſure you very much 
grieves me, nor is it in my power to redreſs them. 
—[ with it was ;—they ſhould ſoon ſee what it 
is to have to do with one, who nameth the name 
of Chriſt, 2 Tim. ii. 19. 

Pleaſe to lend me Dr Squire's Indifference for 
religion inexcuſable. I mightily like the title of 
it. He bears ſo good a character both as a ſchalar 
and a man, that I hope it will be an antidote a- 
gainſt the fathionable and growing indifference 
to religion. | 

Did you ever ſee a ſhilling poem, entitled, The 
battle of the jexes * ? Tis wrote in the ſpirit of 
Spenſer, and 1s indeed one of the prettieſt things I 
ever met with. But it is very evident, that the 
author has taken his plan from Fletcher's Purple 
Hand +. The celebrated Pitt of New College, 


See letter 206. — Compare ſeveral of the perſonificd 
virtues and vices depicted by Fletcher in his Purple 1/land, (can- 
t) vi. to canto xii.) with ſome of thoſe drawn by the author of 
the Battl; of the ſexes. | 


+ The following ſtanzas, containing a beautiful deſcription 
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who tranſlated Vigil and Vida, has wrote a com- 
plimentary copy of verſes, which are prefixed ; a 
ſpecimen of which I have here ſelected to ſhew 
you the nature of 1t. 


What muſe but yours ſo juſtly could diſplay 

Th' embattl'd paffions marſhall'd in array? 

Bid the rang'd appetites in order move, 

Gree luſt a figure, and a ſhape to love? 

To airy notions ſolid forms diſpenſe ! 

nd make our thoughts the images of ſenſe | 

Difecver all this rational machine, 

And ſhow the movements, ſprings, and wheels 

within. . 

As I was looking yeſterday at my preface to 
the new edition of _ Meditations, I obſerved, 
in the catalogue of his works, that, either through 
my own or the printer's negligence, two little 
pieces are omitted: one of them is his Serious 
thoughts on the wonderful God; which is very uſe- 
ful in aſſiſting us to form proper notions of the 
divine perfections: the other is his G/ori9us vic. 
tory of chaſtity, exemplified in Foſeph's hard con- 
flict, and happy eſcape.—'Tis pity that this little 
piece is not more regarded by parents, as tis per- 
haps the beſt thing of its ſize, ever wrote on the 
ſubject, and ought to be put into the hands of all 
young people ; tor, as St Auguſtine juſtly obſerves, 
Inter omnia certamina Chriſtianorum duriora ſunt 
prelia caſtitatis; nam ibi continua pugna, et rara 
victoria . 

If another edition of Jenes Meditations ſhould 
be demanded ; and if ſhould pleaſe God to take 
me to himſelf before that time, I here deſire the 
favour of you to ſee, that theſe two little tracts 


of ReL1G10N, is ſelected as a ſpecimen of this pretty poem. 
In the preceding ſtanza, the parties are repreſented as holding 
a council how to revenge their loſſes, by the attack of Lu.mr; 
and, as the iſſue thereof, it is ſaid, 


Made wiſe by ſmart, a championeſs they ſent, 
l poſe arm alone was equal to the toll ; 

Sometimes on earth by VIRTUE's title am d, 

By wiſer angel-minds divine RELIGION nam'd. 


Mild, ſweet, ſerene, and cheerful was her mood, 

Nor grave with fternneſs, nor with lightneſs free; 
Againſt example reſolutely goed, | 

Fervent in zeal, and warm in charity : 
I ho ne'er foro her ſaith for love of peace, 

Nor ſought with fire and ſword to ſbeu her zeal ; 
Duteous to princes, when they moſt oppreſs ; 

Patient in bearing ill, and doing well. 
In pray'rs and tears ſhe ſought and found defence, 
Nor rais'd rebellious arms to ſtrengthen Providence. 


Her prudent care was fix'd on heaven's height, 
Yet by her ſteps on earth that care was ſbewn ; 
Fearleſs of harm in darkneſs, as in hight ; 
Fearſul of fen at midnight, as at neon: 
A bloody croſs was pourtray'd on her ſhiek, 
Whoſe fight the monſter “ ſcarcely could ſuſtain ; 
Feeble to gain, yet loath to quit the field, : 
Blaſted and thunder-flruck with chilling pain: 
IWhen gainſt his heal her ſacred 1rms /he bent, 
Strict watch, and faſt ſevere, and prayer omnipotent. 
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+ The meaning of which is, Amidſt all the various and 


© ſharp .encounters in the Chriſtian warfare, the attacks on 
t Our chaſtity are perhaps the moſt formidable, as the combat 
« js ſtrenuous and liſting ; a complete victory being rarely ob- 
« tained.” . How much therefore does it behove us to call in 
every auxiliary, and to put on the complete armour of God, that 


we may be able to ſtand again the wiles of the devil. See the 


fifth edition of Gurnall's Chriſtian armour, and Fph. vi. 11. 
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he inſerted in the catalogue of Mr Jenes w 
given 1n my preface to that book by 
Your ever-affectionate, Fe. 


ritings, 


o „% 


Maſton-Favell, April 28. 17 57 
HAT has my dear friend been, ſpeakin 
for the honour of HIM, who ſaved he 
life from deitruction ?—How are you ?—how i 
your lady after your great fright *, and greater 
deliverance ?—Calm now, I truſt, and no emo- 
tions in your mind, but of gratitude to the great 
Preſerver of men, who kept all your bones, ſo 
that not one of them is broken. 

Now, I hope, you will be ſteadily and uni- 
formly ſerious. You ſee, God warns you, yet 
ſpares you. To others he has appointed ſuch "ag 
gers as befel you yeſterday, to be the meſſenger 
of death; to you he has deſigned them only as 
an admonition of love; hear then your Pk ;. 
SERVER'S voice. Trifle no longer with Chriſt 
and his ſalvation; be zealous, I mean, diſcreet! 
zealous, for your Saviour, and for that goſpel 
which you underſtand better than moſt of be 
clergymen.—How can you refuſe to ſpeak boldly 
for ſuch a Maſter, and to devote yourſelf to his 
ſervice 1n earneſt, who forgives all your back- 
ſlidings, watches over you with ſuch tender com- 
paſſion, and wAIiTs—yea, WAITS to be GRA“ 
CIOUS UNToO You |! 

My dear friend, may the Lord Jeſus turn us 
both to himſelf, who is our refuge, our ſalvation, 
and all our hope; who ſhould be our boaſt, our 
triumph, and all our joy. 

I long to ſee your amiable friend the Reverend 
Mr Dyer's poem on the fleece +.—lI ſappoſe he will 
make you a preſent of it. When you have done 
with it, pleaſe to ſend it me.,—T hear it is to be 
22 five ſhillings, which I cannot afford to give 

Or it. 

In your laſt letter you aſked me for two guineas 
out of my charity-purſe, for our very deſerving 
and very diſtreſſed friend. indeed it is quite ex- 
hauſted ;—nay I don't think I have a ſingle guines 
in the world, even for my own uſe; though! 
forbear every unneceſſary expence, and want many 
of the little conveniencies of life, that I may be 
enabled to ſuccour the worthy ſervants of Chriſt. 
l have agreed to go halves with Rivington in 
the profits of my book, and 1 always make it a 
maxim, not to give till I have gotten,—Be juſt, 
before you are generous, is your own rule too.— 


If the Lord pleaſes to proſper my work, I will 


The gentleman was driving his wife in a one-horſe chaile, 
when the horſe ſuddenly took fright, and flung his hinder leg 
over one of the ſhafts, juſt by the fide of a very deep ditch; 
being thus entangled, and a high-mettled horſe, he kicked with 
all imaginable fury, and ſeveral times his hoofs came within 4 
hair's breadth of their heads. —They called in vain on their 
ſervant, who had loitered behind ; and they muſt both have 
inevitably been daſhed to pieces, had not the horſe, by the vic. 
lence of his kicking, broke the harneſs, bar, and ſhafts, aud 
thus fortunately difentangled himſelf —This accident happened 
near Mr Hervey's houſe; to which they then went. 

+ The Fleece is an elegant and correct poem, in four books, 
written by Mr Dyer, who publiſhed the celebrated poem 0 
the Ruins of Rome, at which place he lived many years. H. 
was orig nally a painter, and afterwards Rector of Cathr?f "" 
Leiceſtenſbire. He was near twenty years in writing the Fi 
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very readily communicate to the comfort of ſuch 

worthy objects as you may think proper to re- 

commend to the charity of, my dear friend, 
Yours very affectionately. 


———— — 


z . £ 


Dear Sir, 
\ 4 R Moſes Browne * has, I think, thirteen 


„ —— 


children. One is ſettled in the world; 
1nd A friend of his has taken another for his clerk, 
zratis—We propoſe to put out one of his daugh- 
ters to ſome decent buſineſs; by which ſhe may 
have the means of getting her livelihood. — He 
has been at a great expence, poor man ! by the 
ſickneſs of his family. — Your contribution on 
this occaſion will be acceptable. Dr has 
o#ered to augment the collection; and Mr *I 
am ſure will readily add his charitable aſſiſtance, 
eſpecially if you recommend the caſe. | 

— We are in daily expectation of our friend 
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eſcaped the corruption that is in the world through 
2 


Theſe tell Mr *** to lay up in his memory; 
on theſe let him meditate; and plead them be- 
fore our heavenly Father in frequent, frequent 

rayer. And then let him be of good comfort, 
the bleſſing of Gad will be his portion. Gad, a 
troop fhall overcome him, but he ſhall overcome at 
the laſt. See Gen. xlix. 19. 

Our dear friend preſents his love; and wiſhes 
you may be very zealous for the Lord God of 
hoſts. You have conſtantly an intereſt in my beſt 
prayers, but I am utterly unworthy to approach 
the immaculate purity and infinite holineſs of the 
great God ;—yet bleſſed be his adorable name for 
Jeſus Chriſt.—Oh! let us fly to Chriſt. Turn ye to 
this flrong hold, ye priſoners of hope. Let us caſt our 
every burthen upon the J,ord Redeemer; have 
acceſs into the holieſt through his precious blood; 
and truſt in his ever-acceptable interceſſion ; for 
be intercedes (delightful truth!), he intercedes for 


H. I wiſh, you could make up the triumvirate of TRANSGRESSORS,—lI am, dear Sir, Gc. 


the gueſts. At all our ſocial interviews, our news 
is fetched from the Bible ; Chriſt is the monarch, 
and heaven the country, on which we diſcourſe. 
O] that I may be enabled to improve theſe pre- 
cious opportunities! not be like Pharaoh's lean 
ine, deſtitute of growth, tho' crammed with 
plenty !—My flock would have been peculiarly 
delighted, to have heard your voice in the pul- 
pit; they would have hung on your lips; and Iveri- 
ly believe, the words would not have been in vain in 
the Lord. There's no expedient ſo effectual to 
warm our hearts as an unremitted endeavour to a- 
waken the love of a bleeding Saviour in the breaſt 
of others. 

I am truly grieved at the account of yourſelf. 
You know who has ſaid, I will heal their back- 
flidings, and love them freely; and dare we, by 
giving way to unbelief, make the God of truth a 
iar? Hear the words of the Lord ſpoke by Je- 
remiah, ch. iii. 12. Return thou backſliding Iſrael, 
and I will not cauſe mine anger to fall upon you ; only 
acknowledge thine iniquities which thou haſt tranſgreſſ- 
ed agaiuſt the Lord thy God. 

Recommend enks's Victory of chaſtity to Mr **, 
and tell him, that though the luſts of the fleſh 
are inveterate enemies, yet three methods may be 
preſcribed for a victory over them. 1. A belie- 
ving application of the Redeemer's death. The 


Hints in glory, once men of like paſſions with 


burſelves, overcame through the blood of the 
Lamb, He hare our fin in his own body on the tree, 
hat we, being dead unto fin, might live unto rigbteouſ- 
neſs. 2. An habitual reliance on the Spirit of 
God. If ye, through the Spirit, do mortify the 
aeeds of the body, ye ſhall live. Chriſt by his Spirit 
acts on our depraved, polluted hearts, as a re- 
nner's fire, and as fuller's ſoap. 3. An improve- 
ment of the divine promiſes. God has given u'to 
us exceedir'y great and precious promiſes ; that by theſe 
we might oe partakers of a divine nature, having 


* The Reverend Mr Mo/es Browne (the author of Sunday- 
Thoughts, and various other picces) is now Vicar of Olney in 
Prckingh1mſhire, the revenue of which is about fifty pounds, 
being his only income, and he above fifty years old See in 
Jeter LVII. Mr Hervey's opinion of him and his wri'.ng, 
even before the commencement of their Intimacy. 
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' which I here ſend you. 


E 
Dear Fir, | 

R Hayward and Mr Pike's Caſes of conſcience; 

are printed in two volumes, the firſt of 

I return you Smollett's 
Hijlory of England, and Weſt's Pindar, with thanks. 
How empty all theſe polite pieces appear, com- 
pared with the. ſacred page | May this delight our 
taſte, for this alone can comfort our heart.— 
What I propoſed to write relating to the ſubject of 
viiting on Sundays *. was executed the beginning 
of laſt week : Yet, to ſay the truth, I am in ſome 
meaſure backward to propagate and enforce it; 
becauſe till people begin to taſte ſomething of the 
love of God, and find delight in Chriſt Jeſus, 
ſuch truths I doubt will only ſtartle, and make 
them dread religion as burdenſome. | 

— Thanks for the veniſon. We cannot dreſs it 
to-day. All my family are to be at court this 
morning. The King of heaven has ſent poſi- 
tive orders, and will not excuſe either man-ſer- 
vant or maid- ſervant. Won't you give us your 
company in the afternoon ? When Mr ** per- 
forms the whole ſervice at my church, I fancy 
you will not be diſappointed nor unedified ; he 
{cems to have a ready utterance, a very good voice, 
and a fervent zeal for the honour of Chriſt ; may 
the arrow of the goſpel go forth from his lips as 
the lightning !—I hope, you will bring your wife 
with you; ſuch lively preaching as I expe, may 
be a bleſſing to both of you.—Oh ! that Chriſt 
may guide us with his counſel, and warm us with 
his love, —make us uſeful in our generation, and 
meet for his heavenly kingdom! | 

Way does our friend talk of not accepting *, 
becauſe it is a paltry living? Surely he would not 
reckon that a paltry thing, which gave him an 
opportunity of preaching Chriſt, and winning 
ſouls. If he did, he would not be able to ſay, 
with a certain miniſter now in glory, 1 ſeek net 
yours, but you.—The bleſſed hope of that glory, 


is enough, is enough: Lord, ſtrengthen it, bright» 


See above, p. 525. 
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en it, increaſe it, ever more and more. — Oh 
that miniſters may work for their dying Lord, 
while they have health; remembering, that ſick- 
neſs may confine them to their chamber, and 
death will impriſon them in the grave.—God al- 
mighty give us courage, that we may fight the 
good fight of faith, and prudence, that we may 
not diſhonour our high calling. Ere long eter- 
nity receives us, and then we reſt from our la- 
bours: then we forget our tranſient toil, amidſt 
innumerable ages of perfection, and glory, and 
joy,—For all this, not unto us, O Lord Jeſus, 
not unto us, but unto thy love, thy righteouſneſs, 
thy interceſſion, be the praiſe ! 

— What ſay you to my late well-meant admo- 
nition ? You are not offended, I hope. We muſt 
be faithful to each other, or elſe how can we ex- 
pect to meet with comfort, at the great tribu- 
nal; to meet with tranſport, amidſt the angels of 
light? 

Il have not heard from Biddeford; as ſoon as 
I receive information, it ſhall be communicated to 
you.—And may the Lord fulfil that promiſe to us 
both; I will * — thee, and teach thee, in the way 
wherem thou ſhalt go. 

—Pray have you got Dr Armſtrong's poem on 
health? It is highly extolled by Mr Wharton the 
tranſlator of Virgil, as a moſt correct and (which 
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with him ſeems to comprehend all excellency) a 


claſſical performance. I ſhould like to peep up- 
on it by way of amuſement; for as to the bleſſ- 
ing it celebrates, I expect it not, till this vile 
body is made like unto Chriſt's glorious body. 
Bleſſed be God for this delightful hope; may it 
every day be brighter in you, and brighter in 
Your mot affectionate, &c. 
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My dear Friend, 

Incereſt thanks for your benevolent offices ; 
may they, through our great High Prieſt, 
and the incenſe of his atonement, go up as a 
memorial before God; not as a demand, (we 
may obſerve), not as a bill drawn upon heaven, 
but only as a memorial! 

I had a very reſtleſs night, tore almoſt to pieces 
by my cough. Strange! that theſe flimſy veſſels 
can bear ſuch violent ſtraining ! that none of them 
will burſt, and let the battered ſoul ſlip away, to 
her eternal reſt in Chriſt ! 

— Here are two ſets of the Meditations, with 
which you may gratify ſome of your acquain- 
tance. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt grant, that they 
may promote his glory. Do not you often with, 
often pray, that the ſame bleſſed effect may be 
produced by your book ? We authors ſhould not 
be like the oſtriches in the wilderneſs, cruel and 
forgetful of their young. Lam. iv. 3. 

If you have Dr Grey's tranſlation of [Tawkins 
Browne's Latin poem on the immortality of the ſoul, 
favour me with the fight of it; it is a grand ſub- 
ject; it is a glorious ſubject ; and when conſider- 
ed in connection with Jeſus Chriſt, itis a delight- 
ful ſubject. O! that it may incite us to aim, 
not at the things which are ſeen, for they are 
temporal; but at the things which are not ſeen, 
for they are eternal. 


— — 
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LET. CLXXXI. 
I have found the little treatiſe, entitled, Re. 


covery from ſickneſs. It is one of the mot perti 
nent and rational, the moſt animating and en 


couraging, that I have ſeen on the occaſion 
Few properer pieces, I think, can be put into a 
ſick perſon's hand. May the Lord God, . 
2 and gracious, accompany it with his bleſſ. 
ing! 

—[ am always complaining; complaining of 
my poor body, but I truſt more and more re- 
ſigned to the unerring and - gracious will of m 
Lord. 4 

I beg, I entreat you, if you value the honour 
of the goſpel, that you will diſſuade thoſe polite 
perſons you mention, from coming to hear me 
to-morrow, My ſpirits fink more and more, — 
I am viſited with ſome returns of my hackin 
cough ; perhaps, I ſhall not be able to ſpeak at 
all. Such dilagreeable circumſtances will on] 
expoſe me, and create in them very unpleaſing 
ideas of what I ſhall deliver. My imagination 
is gone; I am ſenſible my ſermons are flat, and 
my voice ſpiritleſs.— Why theretore ſhould you 
bring perſons of taſte to ſee the nakedneſs of the 
land ?—The poor country-people love me ten- 
derly, and therefore bear with my infirmities ; 
elſe I ſhould no longer attempt to preach, even 
before them.—I am now unfit to appear in the 
pulpit. | 

I hope Dr Swan's journey will be bleſſed to 
the reſtoration and eftabliſhment of his health. 
I wiſh I may never forget the text, on which he 
heard the miniſter of Meſton preach : I wiſh, we 
may all enjoy the bleſſing compriſed and promi- 
ſed in it. I will pray the Father, and he ſhall give 
you another Comforter, that he may abide with you 


for ever, —Don't you, my dear friend, think of 


ſuch things ? talk of ſuch things to your lady, 
and inſtruct your children in ſack things —0 
let us remember, the Judge is at the door, and 
eternity is near, —I heartily wiſh Mrs * a 
ſpeedy recovery, and a fanctified improvement 
of her affliction. See, my dear friend, how all 
fleſh is graſs ; but Jeſus and his great ſalvation 
endureth for ever; here is indeed an everlaſt- 
ing poſſeſſion. The text particularly fit for me 
and for you to meditate on, (viz. Heb. i. 2. 3.) 
I will preach on next Sunday.—Can any be more 
grand in itſelf, or more conſolatory to us ſin- 


ners ? 


How go you on? do you ſee any opening in 
the affair we laſt talked about ? are you come to 
any determination? Remember him, who ſecs, 
this very moment, all the conſequences of every 
ſtep we take; and who hath ſaid, in tender 
compaſſion to our ignorance, The Lord ſhall guid: 
thee continually.—Pray, beware of precipitate re- 
ſolutions, Feſtina lente.—Whatever we do, whi- 
therſoever we go, may we ſay with the pſalmiſt, 
This Gad is our God for ever and ever; he ſhall be 
our guide even unto death. My weak ſtate of bod) 
diſpirits my mind, and enervates my hand.— 
Oh ! that I may be ſtrong in faith, joyful 
through hope, and rooted in charity land not 
I only, but my dear friend, whoſe I am 


Cordially and inviolably, while, C“. 
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Dear Sir, 


Should be glad to ſuggeſt any thing, either 
for your improvement or conſolation. —But 
what can I ſuggeſt, while you entertain ſuch hard 
thoughts of Chrilt, and will not be perſuaded 
out of this ſtrange notion, ** that the curſe of 
« God has lighted on you, and will follow you 
« to the grave? Such a thought (and it muſt 
be taken up without any real foundation) not 
only renders you extremely miſerable, but will 
blaſt all your future uſefulneſs. — Suppoſe you 
had rebelled againſt God, even in a more extra- 
ordinary degree than even your own imagination 
can paint; and ſuppoſe you was rejected by him 
at the preſent, yet what ſays the apoſtle St James, 
chap. iv. 10. Humble yourſelf in the fight of the 
Lord, and he will lift you up. 

As to the quotation from Mrs letter to 
you, wherein he obſerves, with a kind of tri- 
umphant malignity, “ that the devil had taken 
« an advantage of you, in relation to ſome im- 
« prudent management in the affair, at **, Se. 
« &c. Cc. and dragged you, as he expreſſes it, 
« through a horſe-pond, dirtied and wet, to the 
„great diverſion of the ſpectators; I aſk of 
what ſpectators? Of the worldly-minded only, 
and the envious, to whom your former flouriſh- 
mg ſtate as a firſt-rate Chriſtian, was a conſtant 
and viſible reproach ; yet Chriſt (though you are 
now thus depreſſed) is ſtill your friend, and will 
break Satan's teeth ; and though dirty, will 
cleanſe you ; though wet, will receive and warm 

ou. 
: Now let me put a queſtion to you: Would 
you reject your child, becauſe, when dreſſed in 
its beſt cloaths, he had met with a like misfor- 
tune ?—Or ſuppoſe he had rambled out in the 
ſnow, and ſcratched himſelf with briers, and 
eome to you bleeding and cold, would you turn 
him out of doors, when he claimed your pity ? 
Wa. do not KNow Chriſt well enough !—How 
kind! how good he is to us What is my kind- 
neſs and compaſſion for you (on which you ſeem 
to place ſo high a value) in compariſon of Chriſt's ? 


Have I been nailed to the croſs for you ?—Oh 


pray earneſtly to Him, for 


To Him, to HIM, tis giv'n, 

Paſſion, and care, and anguiſh to deſtroy ; 

Tro Him ſoft peace and plenitude of joy 
Perpetual der the world redeem'd ſhall flow. 
Prior's Solomon. 


He has ſatisfied God for all your ſins ;—he is 
your advocate,—and has procured for you the 
ineſtimable gift of the Holy Spirit to ſubdue your 
iniquities.—Cultivate the love of God in your 
hcart, and he will make your path of duty plain 
before you. I dare ſay, God will make you more 
abundantly uſeful than ever. Oh bring your mind 
off from this deſtructive notion, That the curſe 
of God follows you.” — This is a ſuggeſtion of 
Satan's to prevent your uſefulneſs ;—but remem- 
ber that text, The Lord knoweth how to deliver the 
godly out of temptation, 2 Pet. ii. 9. and he will 
certainly deliver you out of this, and reſtore you 
to his wonted favour. | 
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Don't ſele& ſuch terrifying texts for your me- 
ditation, as in your letter you tell me you have 
done. Alt is as improper, as if you ſhould eat the 
coldeſt melon, or uſe the moſt flight covering, 
when ſhivering with an ague. Chuſe, the 
morning after you receive this letter, (by way of 
antidote to the texts of your own ſelecting), the 
following for your meditation; His mercy is great- 
er than the heavens, Pſal. cviii. 4. Hrs mercy en- 
dureth for ever, Pal. cxviti. 1. Put together 
theſe two expreſſions, and ſee whether they 
don't amount to more than either- your impru- 
dences, or your diſtreſs —You have, to be ſure, 
done amiſs, and dealt fooliſhly in the matter 
of K. God forbid I ſhould juſtify your con- 
duct but oh let it not be ſaid, let it not be once 
ſurmiſed, that it is beyond the. reach of God's 
unmeaſurzble goodneſs to pardon, or of Chriſt's 
immenſely -rich merits to expiate. The Lord 
loves you with an everlaſting love ; and take, if 
you pleate, the latter part of the xxxth of 1/azah, 
ver. 18. for your contemplation ;—the words are, 
For the Lord is a God of judgment, bleſſed are they 
that wait for him. 

None can tell, none can think, what merc 
there is with the Lord ; with inconceivable ten- 
derneſs his bowels yearn towards the weakeſt, 
fraileſt believer in his dear Son.—We have diſ- 
honoured his holineſs, and violated his law ; but 
let us not, to accumulate our follies, derogate 
from the boundleſs riches of his mercy in Je- 
ſus Chriſt, to all thoſe who ſeek and entreat 
it.— There is a wide difference between humi- 
liation and deſpair.—-Draw near to Chriſt with 
an humble boldneſs. 

May you ſee many, many years on earth ; 
and when the carth ſhall be no more, may you 
be received into the New Feruſalem; where 
dwelleth righteouſneſs, conſummate righteouſ- 
neſs and everlaſting happineſs. —This, my dear 
Sir, is my earneſt with and fervent prayer for 
you, and for myſelf; who am, with great com- 
patiion and true regard, 


Your obliged humble ſervant and friend. 


P. S. My favourite author Liborius Zimmer- 
mannus, whiſpers to me on this occaſion the fol- 
lowing paſlage : ** Said I not unto thee, If thou 
&© wouldſt BELIEVE, thou ſhouldſt sEE the glory 
© of God, and experience his goodneſs, when 
c leaſt deſerved, or rather notoriouſly forfeit- 
« ed?” Hence may we be convinced, that his 
loving-kindneſs is unbounded, is unwearied, is 
infinite; as much ſurpaſſing all our follies and all 
our thoughts, as the world of waters exceeds the 
drop of a bucket.—Oh for a ſpirit of ſteady faith, 
to live under the continual BELIEF of this pre- 
cious, precious truth. 


— 21 ]Wꝛ] 
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Dear Sir, Saturday Morning. 
Am ſorry to hear, that Mr *** ſhould think 
my doctrine tends to the introduction of li- 
centiouſneſs, —Far, very far from it!--Mine is the 
genuine doctrine of the ſcriptures ; and the only 
doctrine to reclaim mankind, as it encourages 
linners not to continue in their ſins, but to turn 
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unto their injured Lord, and receive ſalvation at 
his beneficent hand, Hin that cometh to mi, 1 
will in no sci caſt out, are our bleſſed Malter's 
own words ; and all my writings, preaching, and 
converſation, are founded on that comfortable 
declaration to my loſt, undone tellow-creatures ; 
that tender invitation to thole, in whom there is 
no health. 

But Mr is offend:d at this. Ile, like the 
Egyptian taſſe maſters of old, requires men to make 
brick without ſtraw.—“ Let us (ſays he, unmind- 
ful of our impotence) make ourlelves better, and 
then go to Chriſt, who will receive us favourably 
for our works ſake.” —But in this view our works, 
even if we could perſorm them, without the grace 
of Chriſt, would be ineffectual “. Are %% ca- 
pable of expiating the guilt of a polluted race, 
and of procuring ſalvation f—lf our works could 
do THis, then %%% and not Chrit would be our 
Saviour, —If we had a right to demand a recom- 

aſe for our works, even on a ſuppoſition they 
were pertect, then a Redeemer and his death would 
be uſeleſs ; ſurely therefore Mr ***'s notions are 
contrary to the whole tenor of the guipel! May 
the divine Spirit open his eyes, and incline 
his heart to diſcover that Chriſt otters himlelt to 
all who will come. The vileſt of men have juſt 
the ſame right to Chriſt and his merits, as the 
beit of men; a right founded not on their awa— 
kened defires, not on any thing in tnemſelves, but 
purely, ſolely, entirely on the free grant of a 
Saviour.—We arc all ſinners, though in a more 
or leſs degree; aud we mult all flee to Chritt for 

(piritual bleſfings, not as deſerving, but as guilty 
creatures; a fad mortihcation this to the proud 
worldlings, or to the telft-righteous moraliſt, 
whom it is the detign of the gotpel to humble. 
Mr *** (as I dare ſay you have often heard 
him) ſpeaks of heaven made eaſy, pon condition 
e obedrence to the gojpel-commands F — This would 
not be very eaſy to me, whatever it might be to 
Eim. But if heaven and eternal life be the gift of 
God through Fejus Chriſt, and given us on account 
of his obedience unto death, then it is eaſy in- 
deed —Whart love is here! Well might the a- 
poſtle Paul ſay, that the love of Chriſt conflraineth 
5, Chriſt makes us free; and thoſe whom uE 
makes free, are 4 irce indeed. This is the way 
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of ſalvation pointed out to us by the wiſdom of 


the Almighty.—May our eyes be enlightened to 
ſee this way, which many wiſe men overlook, 
at which many great men are offended 

I wich Mr *** would ſtudy his Bible more, 
and the claſſics leſs.—There is little good to be 
got by reading the {cripture careleſsly: but he 
who humbly applies to God for direction, and 
exerciſes himſelf therein conſtantly and conſci- 
entiouſly, will find ſuch an efficacy, as is not to be 
found in any other book whatever :—and there- 
fore it is called by way of pre-eminence THE 
BIBLE (or Ty: BOOK); importing, that 
as this, and only this, is a divine work, no other 


* Sec Luke xvii. 20. 

+ Mr Hervey had ſcen fo bad an uſe made by the Secini an- 
of conditions and requ//itns, in oppoſition to the doctrine of 
free grace, that he could by no means allow even Faith, much 
jeſs our ebedience, to be called a condition. 


f Jahn viii. 36. 


for I am lorely and meek. 
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books can he compared, or even fo much as na. 
mel witli it, [tis the Buok of books ; the Book 
of Gov. Mr *** however neglects this book 
| tear; and indeed, if I may ſpeak my ſentiments 
to you freely, I look upon him to be ſo puffed u 
with pride, aud the conceit of his own abilities 
that his paſſions run away with him, and he fires 
at every thing which thwarts any of the notions 
he has imbibel.,—Is not ſuch a one diſqualified 
for friendſhip ?—Can a man of his diſpoſition 
atteyd coolly to arguments againtt his precon- 
ceived opinions, how modeſtly or forcibly ſoever 
ſuch arguments may be urged ?—This ſurely is 
not the spirit of the goſpel; nor are theſe the 
qualities of one who profeſſes himſelf a diſciple 
of that Maſter, whole exhortation is, Learn of me, 
I have no hopes of do- 
ing Mr *** any good; and as we think fo very 
differently, the lets we have to do with one ano- 
ther, perhaps, the better. He really is not now 
ht even fora companion, much leſs for a boſom- 
triond. No man can he a proper aſſociate (as a 
writer of no ſmall penetration has judiciouſly re- 
marked) in whom theſe, or ſuch like infirmities 
are predominant; namely, 

1. If he he reſerved, or be incapable of com- 
municating his mind freely.—2, If he be haugh- 
ty, and proud of his knowledge, imperious in 
his diſpoſition, and fond of impoſing his own 
lentiments on us.—3. If he be politive, and 
will diſpute ro the end, by reſiſting the cleareſt 
evidence, rather than be overcome.—4. If he 
be fretful and peeviſh, ready to take things in a 
wrong ſenſe.—5. If he affect wit on all occations, 
and is full of his conceits, puns, quibbles, jeſts, 
and repartees. Theſe may agreeavly entertain 
and animate an hour of mirth, but they have no 
place in the ſearch after truth. 

6. If he carry about him a fort of craft and 
cunning, and diſguiſe, acting rather like a ſpy, 
than a friend. Have a care of ſuch a one as will 
make an ill uſe of freedom in converſation, 
and immediately charge you with thocking te- 
nets, when you happen to differ from thoſe ſen- 
timents which authority or cuſtom has eſtabliſh- 
ed. 

7. In ſhort, avoid the man who practiſes any 
thing that is unbecoming the character of a ſin- 
cere, free, and open ſearcher after truth, And 
above all things, pray and work againſt all evil 
qualities in your own breaſt. 

I had a letter Jately from our old acquaintance 
in the weſt, who complains grievouſly of his bur- 
thens, as he calls them. It ſeems he has ten chil- 
dren ; and is hipped to death, leſt he and his fa- 
mily thould be reduced to beggary. His income 
to be ſure is ſcanty and precarious ; but I conju- 
red him not to be diffident of providence, remind- 
ed him of our bleſſed Maſter's charge / Matth. 
vi. 25.) againſt being too anxious about our ſub- 
ſiſtence in this life; and 1 ſent him likewiſe the 
following paſſage from a poem of the Rev. Mr 
Onely's ; aſſuring him at the ſame time, that if he 
would have a due concern for the things that ate 
God's, then God would alſo be careful of him 
and his. 


But daughters, ſons—alas ! thy weakneſs jean; 
Know preſcience never was defign'd jor man. 
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heir wants you dread, ſome able hand ſupplies; 
4 wealth you build, ſome accident deſtroys. ; 
From thee ſome mites, and honeſt fame be gion ; 
The reſt—from virtue, and the care of heav'n. 


He ſays, IF HE HAD NOT BEEN DEPRIVED or 
FORESIGHT, he had never married ; and by way 
of explanation ſent me an odd quotation, which 
I have here tranſcribed. © I cannot but admire 
« the wiſdom of nature, in denying to men and 
« women that fore/ight when they are young, 
« which they acquire at a greater age; for with- 
„ out that, I believe, the world could not ſubſiſt 
« above fourſcore years, and a new creation of 
« men would be wanted once every hundred years 
« at leaſt ; fince the inconveniencies of marriage, 
« are experimentally known to overbalance the 
« conveniencies.—This YoUNG FOLKS will not 
« believe, and thus the world is peopled.“ 

Your friend Colonel *** has made a preſent 
of Steel's Chriſtian Hero, to all his officers. —I 
wiſh, when he had been in ſuch a diſpoſition, 
that he had given to all the common men, Dr 
Woodward's Soldier's Monitor.—This book was 
wrote by the command of Queen Anne, as I have 
been told, and delivered to every ſoldier at the 
government's expence. The Satlor's Monitor, wrote 
by the ſame hand, was given to every ſailor.— 
And I think it very impolitic in the government, 
to diſcontinue ſo well-judged a donation.—lf I 
was chaplain to a regiment, I would preach before 
the ſoldiers on this text; I have ſet the Lord always 
before me : becauſe he it at my right hand, I ſhall not 
be moved. Pal. xvi. 8. 

Your reflections on ſeeing the ſkeleton at Ox- 
ford, and on your near view of death (in the em- 
blematical ſhape of a ſkeleton with an hour-glaſs 
and a dart) advancing towards you in your late 
ſickneſs, have ſuch a ſimilarity with thoſe of a 
worthy friend of mine, as I think will both ſur- 
priſe and pleaſe you, —** Oh! my dear Sir, ſays he, 

to falt of death, and to enter in earneſt upon 
« dying, are two different things. To view the 
«* meſſenger, who comes from the JuDGE of all, 
as 2Qually approaching with his open com- 
*« miſſion in one hand, and his uplifted dart to 
execute it in another, (an expecting grave and 
eternal judgment in his immedaate train), is 
as different as to view a painted lion, who is 
only terrible on canvas, and actually to fee him 
with his rolling eyes, and really to hear his 
tremendous roar.” | 
Have you ſeen the Rev. Mr. Adam's practical 
lectures on the Church-catechiſin ?—He is an expe- 
rienced Chriſtian, —and a ſpirited performance it 
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norant. He ſpares no pains in diſcharging his 
miniſterial duty. His congregations are v 
large I hear; and men, women, and children, 
come ten or a dozen miles to attend his preach- 
ing. 
7 gentleman lent me the other day Dr Leland's 
View of the principal Deiſtical writers : amon 
which is one MorRGan, who ſtyles himſelf a 
MORAL PHILOSOPHER ; a character which is 
of late grown very faſhionable amongſt our mo- 
dern Deiſts ; but THEY might with equal pro- 
priety call themſelves MIRAcUuLoOUs HEALERS; 
for THEY could as ſoon heal a decayed, body by 
their moral philoſophy, as THEY could cure the 
ſin-fick ſoul by it. —Miſerable teachers are all 
ſuch, who thus pretend to reform either them- 
ſelves, or mankind.—He only can caſt devils out 
of the ſoul, who can fay to the leper, Be thou 
clean; and to the ſtorm, Be thou fill. — He only 
can heal the decayed body, who hath ſaid to the 
paralytic, Take up thy bed and walk. 

I am, dear Sir, with great reſpect, and much 


eſteem, your moſt obliged, and very humble ſer- 
vant. 


P. S. I have a particular reaſon for deſiring you 
would give me your well-weighed opinion of the 
amiable Dr Watts's oRTHoDOXY and CHARITY 
UNITED.—lt is wrote with an excellent deſign. 
The gentleman who perſuaded me to purchaſe 
it, is a perſon of great candour, learning, and 
piety. He is ſo fond of this book, that he has 
recommended it to all his diſtant acquaintance ; 
and rarely goes into any company, without in- 
troducing it in the converſation ; he extols it in 
the ſtrongeſt terms, as a piece which no Chriſtian 
ought to be withoyt, ſince its grand end is to pro- 
mote charitable ſentiments and practices towards 
one another, amidit rhe numerous follies and er- 
rors of the time. — Would to God our religious 
differences were properly ſettled on a ſure founda- 
tioa, that the contending parties were reconciled 
in love; and that a we who call ourſelves Chriſti- 
ang, might hold the faith in unity of ſpirit, in the 
bond of peace, and in righteouſneſs of life. Amen, 


and amen. 


_ 4 
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Dear Sir, Weſton- Favell, Nov. 4. 1757. 


O U wonder at my delay in anſwering your 
very friendly letter. This is the true cauſe. 
When I received your favour, I was very buſy, 


in diſpatching to the preſs my three faſt-ſermons, 


. lately publiſhed. By ſome accident your letter 
1s—The fame gentleman wrote the preface to was miſlaid, and could not be found. This da 

n Mr (Truro) Walker's heart -ſearching ſermons.— Dr it came to light; and, the moment I looked up- 
: Ses made me a preſent of it; and wrote in the on the date, it ſtruck me with a painful regret, 
blank leaf before the title-page, * What betwixt a regret almoſt equal to the pleaſure I enjoyed in 
: the frenzy of anger, the ague of hopes. and your edifying converſation. 

4 ** fears, the fever of love, the conſumption of © Your lady has ſhewn the moſt welcome com- 
1 ** envy, our diſtempered minds are kept under a plaiſance to me, and to the * roſe; to me, in ac- 
5 7 continual diſeaſe, againſt which theſe lectures cepting what is leſs than a trifle; to the roſe, in 
# are a certain ſpecific. Mr Adam is rector of 

- Wintringham in Lincolnſhire ;—and has made, Iam 


When this gentleman was at J/efton, Mr Hervey (as he 
told, an amazing reformation amongſt the people walked with him in the garden) plucked a roſe, and deſired 


in that neighbourhood, who before his ſettlement im, te preſent itto his wife. to put ber in mind of the Roſe of 


Sharon. She paid that regard tothe giver and the gift, as to = 
| amongſt them were cemarkably diſſolute and 1g put it into a frame with a 1 7 7h | 
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utting it to ſuch a uſe. Could that poor vege- 
table be ſenſible, it would rejoice to be a remem- 
brancer of its moſt amiable Creator. The pro- 
phet calls upon the whole creation, inanimate as 
it is, to exult and triumph in the grace of our 
incarnate God. Sing, O beavens; be joyful, 0 
earth; break forth into finging, ye mountains; 0 


foreſts, and every tree, whether cultivated or wild; 
for the Lord, by his incarnation, blood, and 


rightcouſneſs, has redeemed Iſrael, and glorified him- 


ſelf, moſt magnificently diſplayed all his divine 


perfections, in the ſalvation of Jacob. 

I heartily wiſh, that Mrs ** may become, 
every day, more and more acquainted with the 
Roſe of Sharon ; that his lovelineſs, riches, and 
glory may be revealed in her heart, by the Holy 
Ghoſt. Happy the ſouls, in which this flower 
of heaven bloſſoms ; which are charmed with 
its beauty, and refreſhed with its odours. Their 
happineſs will not fade as a leaf, but, like the me- 
rit and mercy of their Lord, will be new every 
morning ; new every moment, new through e- 
ternal ages. / 

I with, I could gratify your benevolent temper, 
by giving you a comfortable account of my 
health. But nothing adminiſtered for its ſuccour 
and reſtoration, ſucceeds. It ſeems to be the will 
of our great Phyſician, that my ſtrength ſhould 
be labour and ſorrow. May his holy will be 
done ; only may my faith in his blood be ſtrong, 
and my love of his name be warm. Then I 
(hall meet you, ere long, amidſt the innumer— 
able company of angels, and no more complain, 
My head, my head; no more ſay, I am ſicł. 

How ſhall I recompenſe my generous doctor, 
for preſcribing without a fee ? wiſhing, that 
he may never want the aid, which he fo kindly 
tenders to his 

Affectionate friend, and 
Brother in Chriſt, Sc. 


TCT 


Dear Sir, 

IJ Pon a repeated review of your ſketches for 
inſtructing your family on Sunday even- 
ings, I really don't know how to improve them. 
I think they are well digeſted ;—but when you 
exerciſe your talent in ſpeaking from thoſe 
ſketches, don't forget to implore a bleſſing on 
what you are going about.—Stir up the gift of 
God which is in you by a zealous ule of them, 
and you yourſelt will improve them better than 
I can for you.—l thall only ſuggeſt, that as ſoon 
as you have finiſhed, ſet down as frech heads for 
another occaſion, what new thoughts occurred to 
ou while you was ſpeaking. Oh! let us work 
while the day laſts! My dear friend, the Judge 
is at the door, and eternity at hand. May we 
watch and pray always, that we may be fund 
worthy to ſtand before the Son of man at his co- 
ming. e 
I incloſe part of a letter, ſent by a clever man 

and no mean ſcholar. 
* This with infinite pleaſure I can inform 
“ you, that I am now brought to a ſenſe of my 
« duty, to which I was an entire ſtranger till 


* lately.--Glory be to God, I have now ſome - 
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Ratutes, I will not forget thy 


concern upon my mind, ſome ſerious thou hts 
of a future ſtate How amazing is it, that 
« perton ſhould arrive at my years, withou: 
knowing any thing of the religion he profeſſes 
Strange as it is, this was my cate; for, till 
+ within theſe fix months, I was as much in the 

dark as to ſpiritual affairs, as one who had 
never heard the name of Chriſt. The Bible 
** was to me the ſame as an unknown language 
„and all my pretences to religion were nothin, 
but a mere liſeleſs formality. Oh that the 
* inexprefſible marks of the love of my God and 
„his goodneſs to me, may increaſe the love ! 
owe to him, more and more every day!“ 

Our friend Mr # „who you know is x 
great favourer of the myſtic writers, has deſired 
me to read Mr Law's Spirit of prayer, and Spirit 
of love, which is an appendix to it. I {hall 
aſk him, whether he deſigned it to puzzle or 
edify me ?—{ am ſure it has done the firſt to me, 
may it do the latter to him. —Oh ! what nec 
have we to pray for that blefſed Spirit, which 
may lead as into all truth 

begin to be weaned from human writings, 
even from the moſt applauded.—The pure milk 
of the divine word my foul covets. Don't you 
reliſh its ſweetneſs, and taſte its power more and 
more? The apoſtle injoins us in every thing to vice 
thanks, for this is the will of God, (i Theſſ. v. 
18.); and if we are to thank him for every thin 
how ought we to thank him, how can we bf 
ficiently thank him, for ſuch a treaſury of bleſſ- 
ings as the holy Bible contains for us ?—And yet, 
—is it credible ?—there are, there are thoſe, 
who neglect thele gracious tidings of a reconci- 
liation with God, through the mediation of his 
own Son Jeſus Chriſt. 

But whatever be the conduct of others, let 

u and I, dear Sir, eſtecr: it as it deſerves, and 
fay with the Pſalmiſt, I wil! delight my/elf in thy 
word. Make me to 
underſtand the way of thy precepis, fo fhall I talk if 
thy wondrous works, — David, you lee, prayed to 
God for illumination, and talked of divine things, 
That this may be accompliſhed in us, and that 
we may follow David's example, I dare fay you 
will add an amen, to the amen of, 

Dear Sir, 
Yours very ſincerely. 


cc 


P.S. Iam told, and grieved I am to hear it, 
that the once zealous Mr *** is grown quite in- 
dolent, (no very laudable character for a cletgy- 
man), and has entirely laid aſide his tranſlation 
and improvement of the elegant Dr Stearne, D. 
vifitatione infirmorum. He (hewed me a ſpecimen 
of it ſome months ago. The tranſlation was ſpi- 
rited, and the notes well calculated to ſupply the 
author's deficiencies. Nothing perhaps is more 
wanted, or would be more uſeful, (eſpecially ta 
the clergy), than a judicious treatiſe on viliting 
the fick, in a neat pocket-volume ; but I a 
ſenſible, there is nothing equally difficult to ex- 
ecute. I never yet ſaw one to my mind.— 
clergyman's companion, as it is called, is little more 
than a collection of prayers, with the order of -. 
ſitation of the fick, out of the common pray*' 
the communion-ſervice, and the effice of public 


and private baptiſm. If methinks ſach a min 
as Mr —— of could find time to ſet a- 
bout it, it would be done effectually, becauſe he 
is a moſt experienced Chriſtian, and has long 
heen accuſtomed to the chambers of the ſick, and 
would write from facts, and his own knowledge 
of the human mind.—-I would not give a ruſh 
for a jumble compiled from different authors.— 
That is the labour of the head, and not the feel- 
ing of the heart, and can never produce the effects 
[ wiſh to ſee. 


— 


L TI 


Near Sir, Weſton- Favell, Fan. 8. 1757. 
ANY thanks for your laſt letter, indecd it 
N delighted and edified me. Think no more 
of making me any preſent from your collection 
books. It is in your power to give me a great- 
er oratification, from the good treaſure of your 
heart. * ; : 

I am particularly delighted with your interpre- 
tation of 197 Nx y. Your ſenſe is grand and 
inexpreſſibly important; and without your ſenſe, 
methinks the whole tranſlation is like a magnih- 
cent portal, without a hinge to turn upon.—l 


am edified and comforred with your analyſis of 


the whole verſe. A moſt encouraging and truly- 
evangelical repreſentation of the covenant of grace! 


I am forry you are diverted from enlarging upon 


ſo excellent a ſubject. Let this work not be laid 
aſide, but only poſtponed. 

I am much pleaſed with your remarks on Dr 
s ſermon. I ſaw it ſometime o, and thought 
with you, that he entirely miſtook the meaning 
of his text; that his views of the goſpel were 
very dim, and his account of that miracle of 
grace, ſalvation by Chriſt, very lame. I had al- 
ſo the happineſs to be thoroughly of your opi- 
nion, with regard to his injudicious outcries againſt 
reaſon. I declare, I look upon my religion to 
Be reaſon in it higheſt refinement. My reaſon 
ſays, Prove all things; admit nothing without a 
ſatisfactory proof, and when any thing is proved 
to be revealed by God, receive it as an oracle. — 
I cannot but think likewiſe, that every part of 
our religion (though abſolutely undiſcoverable by 
reaſon) is, when diſcovered and underſtood, per- 
fectly rational, as it comports with the attributes 


of the Godhead, ſuits the ſtate of man, and is 


moſt admirably adapted to diſplay the divine 
glory, and redreſs human miſery, Whatever is 
tormed with ſuch a tendency, to this my reaſon 
moſt readily ſubſcribes, and pronounces worthy 
of all acceptance. | | 

hope, by the time of the arrival of the in- 
cloſed frank, you will have a freight ready for 
the veſſel: and to me, I aſſure you, it will be 
more precious than the merchandiſe of filver or 
the gain of fine gold. FX 

You have taken an effectual method, to make 
me (enervated as my arm is, and languid as my 
ſpirits are) more punctual for the future in my 
correſpondence. If this hand has ſtrength to 
hold a pen, it ſhall not be tardy in executing this 
office, or rather in diſcharging this debt any 
more. 


am entirely of your opinion, with regard to 
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the aſpect of the times; there ſeems to be a black 
cloud hanging over the Proteſtant world. I fear, 
we have abuſed our privileges. Now, perhaps, 
the Lord is going to take his fan in his hand, and 
thoroughly purge his floor. Prepare us, bleſſed 
Jeſus! be our ſtrength in an hour of trial ! be our 
light in a day of darkneſs! 

have had ſome thoughts of publiſhing a couple 
of ſermons, preached on the two preceding faſt - 
days, relative to this important point; one upon 
Ezek. xviiii 27: the other upon H2b. xi. 28. Of 
theſe two diſcourſes contrary to my uſual method, 
I happened'to take notes. They pretend to no- 
thing refined or extraordinary, they affect neither 
ſoaring ſentiments nor lofty ſtyle; they are ſtu- 
diouſly plain; only think, they enlarge more up- 
on Chriſt our ſanctification, our redemption, our 
only refuge, than moſt of the difcourſes which I 
have ſeen written on that occaſion. Will you 
give me your advice, and put up a prayer for the 
divine direction? 

I long for the arrival of your precious cargo; 
to me it is peculiarly precious, as it makes evi- 
dent, that life and immortality were known in 
ancient times, and revealed in the ancient ſerip- 
tures. It ſeems to me a ſtrange, and worſe than 
an uſeleſs attempt, to controvert, and endeavour 
to overthrow this truth. May you, dear Sir, have 


much of the Spirit of wiſdom and underſtanding, 


to diſcover the truth ; much of the Spirit of counſel 

and of might, to diſplay, defend, and eſtabliſh 

the truth, even the truth as it is in Jeſus. 
Yours affectionately and gratefully, Ge. 


_—_ 


L.A 10. T.©& 1K... CEEEEVIE 


Dear Sir, Saturday Morning. 
Find by the papers, that your old friend Dr 
*** the phyſician is dead What a call to us 

to get out lamps tri-amed, and our ſouls ready 
for their exit l hat a forcible admonition to do 
good to immortal ſouls, while we have opportuni- 
ty May the God of glory be ever with you, and 
bleis you with all ſpiritual bleſſings ! 

I greatly wiſh that thoſe in the practice of phy- 
fic, would ſtudy St Paul as well as Hippocrates, 
Hand attend occaſionally to the religious wants 
of their patients, when they are conſulted as to 
their bodily diſorders. This would be acting the 
part of Chriſtian phyſicians,—This, would be en- 
deavouring to copy after the compaſſionate phyſi- 
cian of mankind, who, while he cured the body, 
cured the ſoul. 

Being totally and continually filent at the pa- 
tient's bedlide, is, I think, in ſome meaſure, 
denying or being athamed of the divine Redeemer, 
who bought us with his hlood.—-ls it not, as it 
were, refuſing to embark in his cauſe ? How 
many fick might be improved and comforted by 
a phyfician, without any hindrance to his pre- 
ſcriptions, detriment to his character, or loſs of 
his time ?—Oh! that theſe maſters of the healing 
art would ſet the Lord always before them, and 
then he would direct their paths! l 

was looking the other day into the life of Sir 

Philip Sidney, who wrote the Arcadia, in Queen 

Elijazeth's time Fand I find it recorded of him, 

that, “ being ſhot in the thigh in encountering 
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the Spaniards near Zutphen in Holland, and 
parched with thirſt, a bottle of liquor was 

rocured for him ;—and juſt as Sir Philip was 
about drinking it, a poor ſoldier in the ſame 
condition, bleeding and ghaſtly, was carried 
along by him, and caſt up his dying eyes at 
the ſame bottle; which Sir Philip perceiving, 
took it from his own mouth, and give 1t the 
poor man, with theſe words, THY NECESSIT , 
HONEST FRIEND, Is YET GREATER THAN 
MINE.” —He told the ſurgeons when they cut 
had indeed a man under their 
hands of a ſenſible and delicate nature, yet one 
to whom the great Redeemer had given power 
above himſelf, either to Do, or SUFFER ; and 
therefore deſited they would not throw a ble- 
miſh on their art, through over tenderneſs.” 
His laſt words were, Love my memory :— 
cheriſh my friends : — their fidelity to me 
may aſſure you they are honeſt :—but above 
all govern your own will and affections, by the 
will and word of your Creator and Saviour ; in 
ME beholding the end of this world, and all its 
vanities,” 1 will warrant you the ſoldiers re- 


membered theſe words of their general; and ſo 
would the lick, in like manner, long remember 
the words of their phyſician, if he would now 
and then introduce a few religious hints, and 
drop occaſionally a ſtriking ſentence or two, with 
propriety and ſeriouſneſs. 


Worldly craftineſs is a bad guide; I wiſh you 


may have religious diſcretion for yours, as Tele- 
machus had the diſcreet Mentor,—and that you 
would begin (inſtead of paying court to the great) 
to court ſouls for the everlaſting Bridegroom. — 
This is your true intereſt, —and will avail you, 
when every worldly conſideration will be found 
ineffectual. | 


As ſoon as L had read Mr ***'s letter, I burnt it 


according to your deſire. Who can now retrieve 
the ſyllables, ſentences, and words ? Thus are the 
ſins, all the fins of them that believe in the divine 


eſus, done away. 


What a privilege ! what a 


leſſing! ſhould not our ſouls exult in it? ſhould 
not our diſcourſe dwell upon it ? 


Adieu, dear Sir ;—and believe me, with great 


reſpe&t, and hearty wiſhes for your preſent and 
eternal welfare,—yours, Oc. 


* 
+ 


weakneſs. They 
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Dear Sir, Weſton- Favell, April 16. 1757. 
Elieve me your letters are far from fatiguing 
me ; they refreſh me even under my greateſt 
tell me of Jeſus which was 


crucified, the only cordial for my e ſoul. 
What, do you think, is the meaning of— But 


thoughts. They chear and comfort me, in m 

languid eſtate.— The two ſermons were tranſer: 

bed, before this ſickneſs ſeized me. And, finer 3 
have your encouragement, they ſhall ſoon (if m 

life is prolonged) be put to the preſs. I propoſ; 
to entitle them, The time of danger, and The 70 4 
of ſafety *. The Lord God omnipotent len: 
pany them with his bleſſing! Mean they are, 23 
the (tones from the ſhepherd's fling : but I re. 
member it is written, They ſhall ſubdue with ſling. 
ſtones. In this word do I truſt, in this word 46 
comfort me. May our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelt 
and God even our FATHER, give you, dear Sir 
everlaſting conſolation, for all the kindnef; you 
have ſhewed to your truly- affectionate friend. 


. 


n 


My dear Friend, Weſton-Favell, May 19. 1757, 
Ccept my beſt thanks for your welcome and 
A valuable letter. It found me juſt releaſed 
rom the chamber of ſickneſs ; the fever removed, 
the cough abated, but my ſtrength like the bruiſed 
reed. And now my mind 1s a fellow-ſufferer 
with my body ; this being enervated, that is en- 
feebled. 

However, as I am delighted with your criti- 
ciſms, give me leave to propoſe another text to your 
conſideration, which puzzled me much, as I was 
reading yeſterday; you will find it in Zech. xiv, 
6.7. The Hebrew of the fixth verſe ſeems to be 
uncommonly difficult. 

A ſermon or two I am till inclined to publiſh, 
In this and in all our ways, may the God of all 
wiſdom direct us, and the God of all grace pro- 
ſper us, through Jeſus Chriſt. 

I have not the honour of Lord D s ac- 
quaintance ; but I hear that he is full of grace, 
and valiant for the truth; a lover of Chriſt, and 
an ornament to his goſpel. —Lady F is alive 
and full of good works, and I hope grows up in 
him in all things who is the head. Dr & 
(whom you inquire after) ſtill reſides at N——; 
is in high repute as a phyſician, and, I traſt, does 
not forget or neglect the one thing needful ; tho 
the world, the ſmiling world, is a Syren.—Lord, 
ſtop our ears againſt its inchanting ſong, and let 
our eyes be blind to its inveigling charms. — Mr 
Moſes Browne executes his miniſtry at Olney, with 
much acceptance, I am informed, and with 2 
good deal of ſucceſs. About ten days ago Mr 
P*#*#* took a family-dinner with me.—Our con- 
verſation turned partly upon points of literatur, 
partly upon evangelical ſubjects. O! that we 
may taſte the ſweetneſs, feel the energy of the 
latter, and count all things as droſs in compari- 
ſon of their tranſcendent excellency ! —Is not your 


Lam raiſe 


this ſhall be with burning and fuel of fire, JJ. ix. 5.? 


Is N2IRQ a ſubſtantive ? I ſhould rather take it for 


an adjective, agreeing with . Let the interpre- 
tation of this uu fill the caſe of your letter. 


leaſed from my 


officiate for myſelf; and my diſorder has left up- 
on me ſo grievous a cough, as makes my days, 
eſpecially my nights, become labour and ſorrow. 
Pray favour me with the continuation of your 


indeed from my bed, but not re- 
chamber, after a violent fever. 
The two n+ Sundays I have been enabled to 


interpretation of Zech. xiv. 6. 7. rather too forced! 
Is not the following ſomewhat more natural and 
eaſy, if not more juſt ? | 

It ſhall come to paſs in that day, there ſhall not be 
light, full and ſtrong, in oppoſition to the gloom 
of- night; but now effulgence and clearneſs of 
viſion, anon obſcurity and dimneſs of viſion: 1 
it ſhall be one real, determinate day ; whoſe dura” 
tion, whoſe properties, and all whoſe eircumſtan- 
ces, are known to the Lord. Thus much he ha 


gee theſe ſermons above, p. 473. &c. 


Lr. CXC. 
graciouſly revealed by his prophet, that, during 


eriods, the morning and the noon of 
155 3 diſpenſation, 5 thall not be entire 
day nor entire night, but a mixture or interchange 
„f both. Sometimes grace triumphant, ſome- 
times ſin rebelling in the hearts of believers. 
Sometimes calamity darkening, ſometimes pro- 
ſperity brightening the ſtate of the church. How- 
cer, at the even-tide, when ſuch an appearance 
is leaſt expected, it ſhall be unmixed, prevailing, 
perfect light. Then the light of the moon ſhall be 
as the light of the ſun, and the light of the ſun, as 
the light of ſeven days. Then the earth Shall be fill- 
J with the knowledge of the Lord, and his people 

be all righteous. 

Vie recly — ſolidly correct this interpreta- 
tion, if you think it improper; and give me 
leave to expect, according to your own appoint- 
ment, a monthly letter for the comfort and edifi- 


cation of, dear Sir, 


Your very affectionate 


friend and ſervant, &c. 


1 Tv: 2 


My dear Friend, Weſton-Favell, Aug. 6. 1757 

Have been too tardy in acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of your letter, which was very valuable, 

and deſerved thanks, as ſpeedy as they are ſincere. 
— The true cauſe of my delay is this; I have 
been preparing two or three fermons for the prels, 
which, to my enervated hand, is really a work of 
toil. Yeſterday I ſent them to London, and hope 
to ſee them in print, within the ſpace of a fort- 
night. I purpoſe to have ſome upon neat paper, 
{or the uſe of the gentry, if God (hail incline 
the hearts of any ſuch perſons to look into them; 
and others upon worſe paper, for the benefit of the 
poor, and the conveniency of giving away,—As 
ſoon as they appear, you will give me leave to ſend 
you a copy; and if you ſhould like to give them 
among the poor, I will ſend you a conſiderable 
number. With theml intend to put into your hands 
a treatiſe lately publiſhed, under the title of Let- 
ters on Theron and Aſpaſio, in two ſmall volumes. 
The author is a Scotchman, I preſume, becauſe 
they were printed at . and he gave orders 
for a ſet to be ſent to me from Edinburgh. He 


| conceals his name, and none that I am acquaint- 


cd with, are able to diſcover whoſe work it is *. 
There are ſome ſtrictures on my performance; 
but by far the greateſt part of the book is very 
wide from this mark. Some things are truly ex- 
cellent, and ſome animadverſions upon me are 
perfectly juſt, but others (if I miſtake not) are 
unfair and diſingenuous +. The manner of wri- 
ung is by no means deſpicable, rather elegant and 
lpirited, than coarſe or dull. But there is ſach 
an implacable bitterneſs of ſpirit, and ſuch an 
unchriſtian virulence of cenſure, againſt many of 
the beſt men that ever lived, and beſt authors that 


wor wrote, as much ſurpriſes and greatly offends 
me. I think, I never ſaw a notion of faith more 


* The author is Mr Robert Sandeman, a congregational 


' 2 at Edinburgh, a diſciple of Mr John Glas. Sec Mr 


orth's anſwer to his book, above, p. 435. Cc. 
See above, p. 505. note. 
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lax, nor an idea of grace more exalted, than in 
this book. However, I will not foreſtall your 
judgment, but will defire your acceptance of th 
piece, and your remarks upon it. | 
If your account of the ancient believers and 
their knowledge of Chriſt be right, then the opi- 
nion of the generality of divines is wrong; they 
ſuppoſe, that the devout Fes ſaw in their ſacri- 
fices, not barely a nobler ſacrifice to be offered u 
by the Saviour, but the Saviour himſelf ſuffer- 
ing, bleeding, and dying. How will you recon- 
cile with your ſcheme, St Pau/'s declaration, The 
goſpel was preached unto them, explained by his de- 
finition of the goſpel, Chrift died for our fins? 
Heb. iv. 2. 1 Cor. xv. 3.,—You lay, «« Does mT! 
« any where ſignify effulgence ?” In Job xxxi. 
27. you will find 17! bearing this ſignification; 
yet I muſt confeſs, I am not thoroughly ſatisfied 
with my own interpretation, it is too low and 
reſtricted. —For the prophet is evidently foretel- 
ling a ſtate of things and a ſtock of knowledge, 
greatly ſuperior to any thing enjoyed under the 
Fewiſh diſpenſation ; and to this laſt, I think, my 
expoſition is molt ſuitable. I hope you have a 
long letter ready, and will not puniſh my delay, 
according to the rigour of the law of retaliation. 


Iam, with unfeigned gratitude, 
and cordial affection, yours, Cc. 


Pray favour me with your diſſertation on Job, 
his time, his country, and religion. They are 


very eurious ſubjects, and you will enrich them 
with evangelical truths. 


— —— —— 


FF 


My dear Friend, Weſton-Favell, Sept. 3. 1757. 
ANY thanks for your laſt; I ſhall read it, 
and read it again, and the Lord give me a 


right underſtanding of that moſt precious and 
important chapter. 


| hope you will accompany my ſermons with ' 
your prayers to God, for a bleſſing on them, 


the reader, and the writer ; and I ſhall be truly 
thankful for the communication of any remarks, 
corrections, or improvements, that may occur in 
your peruſal of them. This and any other of 
my writings I ſhould be glad to have rectified, 
where they are wrong, enriched where they are 
impoveriſhed; becauſe, though ſuch improvements 
may come too late to take place while I live, the 
may, when I am dead, be admitted, and enable 
me to ſpeak more uſefully. * 
What think you of the method taken by a 
modern critic, to interpret 'P/al. Ixviii. 30.? Hoc 
in loco, ferra arundinis, cetus roluſtorum, et juvenci, 


Junt leones, tauri, pecudeſque laſcivientes, ive tyran- 


ni feroces inſolentęſpue; quibus, continuata tranſla- 
tione, addit pjaltes $23 812 nan, hoc oft, [Here a 
word is wanting in the original, and not know- 
mg what author is referred to, we could not 
ſupply it from thence], que de induſtria conculcantes 
et turbantes argenteos rivos, ardentes nimirum ef 
vaſtantes vicinorum Fudæorum bona.—The author 
queries, Whether y" from y1 currere, may, con- 
ſiſtently with the propriety of the Hebrew lan- 
guage, be interpreted a river? Might he not alſo 
query, Whether = is ever, among the Hebrew 
8 M 
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writers, and by way of adjective, uſed to deſcribe 
the colour of the waters? Homer, I remember, has 
[12 & 1anrapp® apyupr'rns. 

But I am not certain, that any ſuch expreſſion 
gained admittance into the ſchool of the prophets. 


Your ſentiments upon this criticiſm, will enter- 
tain, inſtruct, and oblige, dear Sir, 


Your truly-affeCtionate 


friend and ſervant. 


LF F -S: $A 


My dear Friend, Saturday Morning. 
OW fares it with you ?—Overwhelmed I 
find with bufineſs !—but ſtill, I truſt, re- 
membering Chriſt, and eternal ages. 

I think you reaſon well, and very ſtrongly on 
what you propoſe. May the wiſdom, from which 
nothing is hid, direct you in all your underta- 
kings !—may the power, to which nothing is im- 
poſſible, proſper your preſcriptions for my bene- 
fit, and that of others! I aſſure you I ſhall ſteadi- 
ly perſevere in the uſe of them, and intend to 
begin very ſoon: though a continued cold and 
an unexpected journey, have hitherto unfitted me 
from taking any medicines of this fort —Mr ***, 
of whom you inquired after me yeſterday, told me 
you imputed to the journey my neglect in not 
having yet ſent your preſcription to the apothe- 
cary's ;—and I am obliged to your candour for 
aſcribing it to that cauſe, and not to any diſregard 
of your advice: for J am perſuaded, 


—— 


— &i qua Pergama dextra 
Defendi poſſent, etiam hac defenſa fuiſſent. 
| Virg. An. II. 


I have juſt been reading Gerhard's Chriſtian ſup- 
port under all afflitions ; and a moſt excellent book 
it is.—If your medicines have not the deſired ef- 
fect, J muſt ſeck relief from HIM: From HIM 
do I ſay from a fellow- mortal Ah! what are 

all the conſolations that all the creatures in the 

univerſe can afford, in compariſon of that grand 
conſolation of our condeſcending Lord's, Ye are 
my friends, John xv. 14. Come and inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you, Matth. xxv. 34. Where the 
inhabitants ſhall no more ſay, T am fick, II. xxxili. 
24.— And where there ſhall be no more death nor ſor- 
row, Rev. Xxxi. 4. 

I am, my dear friend, with great eſteem, and 
under a due ſenſe of many obligations. 

Moſt affectionately, and moſt ſincerely yours. 


1 1 


L E T T E R CXClII. 


My dear Friend, Saturday Morning. 

F you have any law-books by you, I with you 
1 would look into the indexes, and ſee what 
laws have been made to ſecure the Lord's-day 
from profanation. Tis pity that theſe “ ſhould 


be unknown to the common people; and ſtill a 
greater pity, that our juſtices of peace ſhould not 
| 5 exert 

All perſons, who profane the Lord's-day, are liable to 


the following penalties; and it is much wiſhed that the magi- 


ſtrates would determine to put theſe laws in execution with 
the uunoſt ſtrictneſs. 


A: GCGOULECTION or L EEE. 


Lxr. CXC11, 


exert themſelves vigorouſly in an affair of ſuch 
conſequence to. the preſent | g 
their fellow- creatures. I wiſh a ſpirited pam 
phlet was judiciouſly drawn up and publiſhed on 
this occaſion ; ſetting the figs of OMTSSIGN i x 
true light.—It grieves me to think how m 
E might be done, eſpecially by gentlemen who 
ave leiſure and abilities to plan ſchemes for the 
public benefit: but ſo far are they from applyin 
themſelves in good earneſt to promote religion. 
that they too generally ridicule or diſcourage any 
attempts of chis kind.—Ah ! how little do the 
reflect, that the night is coming on apace whe, 
no man can work, 7ohn ix. 4. and that for jj 
theſe things God will bring them into Judgment 
Can you tell me who was the author of Ty; 
Dor of ReypRvorF ? The moſt material objec- 
tions againſt reproving are there conſidered :— 
ſome cautions and directions are added, —and in 
ſuch a manner, as may facilitate the ſucceſsful 
diſcharge of this duty.—A duty too much neg- 
lected, though injoined us by no leſs authorit 
than the ſcripture itſelf, which is profitable fe 
reproof. Neprove one that hath underſtanding, ſays 
Solomon, and he will underfland knowledge, Proy, 
xix. 25. And the apoſtle Paul urges Timothy to s. 


na 
uch 


prove, rebuke, and exbort, with all long-ſufferiy g 


and doctrine, 2 Tim. iv. 2. — Indeed, my dear 
friend, you are very deficient in this duty of re. 
proof, though you have ſo many opportunities ot 
doing it with the utmoſt propriety.—Pray read 
this little pamphlet over and over again,—Weigh 
it thoroughly.—You will then, through the grace 
of God, be zealous in reproving others, and wil! 
readily pardon the freedom I have occaſional! 

taken in reproving you whom I fo much love 


and value. You remember Sir George Lyttelton; 
lines. 


Some merits mine to dare to be ſincere, 
But greater yours ſincerity to bear, 


Dr Sherlock's Defence and Continuation of his 
diſcourſe concerning the knowledge of Feſus Chrif, 
and our union and communion with him, was put 
into my hands the other day ; but in my opini- 
on it is far from being a ſatisfactory “ defence. 


* 


By the 29th Car. II. cab. 7. 
perſons convict hereof by 
view ofa juſtice of the peace, 
confeſſion of the party, or 
witneſs, are to pay 5 8. 0! 
be put in the ſtocks two 
hours: licenſed houſes be- 
ſides forfeit their licence. 


By doing or executing any 
buſineſs or work of their 
ordinary callings on the 
Lord's - day, or any part | 
thereof, (works of necel- | 
ſity and charity only ex- 
cepted),--under which head 
is included ſhaving on Sun- 
days, which isa moſt ſhame- 
ful and notorious cuſtom, 

By public crying, or expoſing 
to ſale any wares, merchan- 
diſe, &c. 

By idling, or wandering in 
time of divine ſervice, 


By the ſame adt it is forfeiture 
of goods ſo expoſed to lil. 


* the ſame act 5s, or ſtocks 
two hours, b 

By 1ſt Fac. I. cap. 9. if cor 

ick +: ſuch permiſſion, 2 

to pay 10 8. and if convid 

of drunkenneſs, diſabled i 

keep an alehouſe for thi 

years, by 21ſt Zac. I. ch. 


* Dr Sherlock in his Defence, &c. page 513. ſays, 6 In 
« charged with maintaining the Socinian notion of juſtificat 
« but it is no other than what the church of England om 
and aſſerts. —T have,” ſays he, page 516, © already vindicat® 
« moſt of thoſe expoſitions which my adverſaries charge“ 


Alchouſe - keepers, vintners, 
inn-keepers, permitting tip- 
pling in their houſes, 


and eternal welfare of 


8 9 * * — as 
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LET. CXCIV. 


_— Antiſezzo * is an unanſwerable book; and Dr 
Sherlock never was ſo gravelled in all his life, as 
he was by the publication of that witty, keen, 
and ſolid performance. 

Do you know any one who has got Schmidius's 


Greek Concordance to the Greek Teſtament? I am 


told it is well executed, and it muſt be very ſer- 
viceablc, as it ſhews at one view in what ſenſe the 
{me word is uſed in different paſſages. I will 
buy it, but ſhould be glad to ſee it firit, if you 
can borrow it for me. : 
Biſhop Patrick on Contentment and reſignation, 
I here return you; as likewiſe Dr Barrow on the 
{ame ſubject. 
Baxter on Univerſal and ſpecial Redemption, 1 
muſt beg to keep a little longer, eſpecially as you 
tell me your ſentiments and his are nearly the 
ſame.— Our friend Mr *** highly eſteems this 
book; and he has ſent me Baxter's Apboriſins on 
juſtification, which he has defired me, as they are 
explanatory of each other, to read at the ſame 
time. Baxter in theſe pieces, he tells me, ſteers 
a middle courſe between the Scylla of Arminiuss 
ſyſtem, and the Charybdis of Calvins. When I 


have read them with due attention, I ſhall, with- 


out reſerve, communicate my remarks to you. 

Oh! my dear friend, what need haye we for 
prayer to be guided aright amidit ſo many differ- 
ent opinions, even of great and good men, Ar- 
minius, Calvin, Baxter, all excellent men in their 
way ! yet how divided in their notions !—but 
Jeſus, that eternal ſource of love, will, I would 
charitably hope, bleſs all who fincerely deſire to 
magnify his holy name, notwithſtanding their 
different apprehenſions on thele points.—God, 
of his unerring wiſdom, aſſiſt us in all our deter- 
minations! God, of his infinite mercy, defend 
us from all error, and grant, that we may be true 
followers of our Lord and Saviour, who is a light 
to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Ijrael ! 
What a comfortable conſideration is it that 
there is ſuch a light for my dear friend, and 
tor 

His moſt affectionately and molt inviolably. 
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My dear Friend, Wedneſday Morn. 
Thank you, for remembering me before the 
throne of grace. Let your prayers be for 
my chearful reſignation to the divine good plea- 
ſure, and for clear manifeſtations to me of Jeſus 
Chriſt. My life has long been a burden to my- 
lelf, and is now become unprofitable to others. 


« Socinianiſm, as I have occaſionally met with them; but Mr 
* Ferguſon in his Intereſt of Reaſon, &c. page 475. has put to- 
« gether {ome texts which he thinks I have fo expounded, as 
* to deſtroy their evidence for the Godhead of Chriſt.” T 
which charge Sherlock replies. —Again, page 534. I have 
taken notice of every thing which was material in my ad- 
verſaries, and of too many things which were not. I have 
not particularly taken notice of Ax TI1Ss0O2 zo, becauſe there 
was no need of it; but whatever is conſiderable in it is an- 
ſwered in this my defence.” And he concludes, page 535. I 
am reſolved this controverſy thall never end in a trial of 
* wit.” A prudent reſolution ! for Sherlack well knew, great 
as his talents were, that Al/op, the writer of Autiſoæ ze, ex- 

celled him both in wit and argument, See letter 207, 5 


gee letter 207. 


„ ECTION or DIED TE WS. 


691 
—Your intention to viſit me is kind; but I am 
not fit for company, unable either to carry on 
or reliſh converſation ; beſt when alone ; there- 
fore don't give yourſelf the trouble of comin 
ten miles.—I accept the will for the deed. —As 
to your tranſlation of Zimmermannus * De emi- 
nentia cognitionts Chriſti, I will, if my languid 
ſpirits can bear the taſk, carefully read it over, 
which I have never been able to do ſince I ſaw 
you in London. I lent it to Mr ***, When he 
has done with it, defire him to convey it to me ; 
you ſhall then have (if the Lord will) the reſult 
of my renewed peruſal of that piece, which I 
formerly was ſo deſirous of having tranſlated by 
you. May the Lord of all power make you 
ſtrong to labour in his ſacred ſervice, and crown 
your labours with abundant ſucceſs. 

I am your truly-affectionate brother in Chriſt. 


. 


My dear Friend, Saturday Morn. 

1 Have no heart to take any medicines. All 

but Chriſt is to me unprofitable; bleſſed 
be God for pardon and falvation through his 
blood : Let me preſcribe this cordial for my dear 
friend, 

May your health be renewed as the eagle's, 
though mine has long been fading as a leaf 
and may we both from our hearts adore the diſ- 
penſations of our God and Saviour, which, tho' 
to . very different, are in all reſpects very 
good. 

We were drinking tea yeſterday; and I heard 
one of the company ſay, to whom you had given 
Biſhop Wiſſon on the ſacrament, —This is Dr 8s 
pift. Oh! that God may give him to eat the 
fleſh, and drink the blood of Chriſt ! and to 
live by faith on the unſearchable riches of a Re- 
deemer Then we ſhall, ere long, eat bread and 
drink new wine together, in the kingdom of our 
Father. 

have not yet wrote to Biddeford ; but the af- 
fair you deſired me to inquire about, ſhall not 
be forgot when I next write thither,—Can you 
excuſe my dilatory proceeding ? Buſineſs, to 
my languid ſpirits, is like the ſons of Anat F 
to the 1/rae/iti/h ſpies, ſo forbidding and ſo for- 
midable. 

The reaſons you urged, I have conſidered; I 
really know not how to act.— May the unerring 
God vouchſafe to guide a poor ſinner.— Now, 
where is my faith in that divine promiſe, In all 
thy ways acknowledge him, and be ſhall direct thy 
paths? "Tis ſcarcely fo much as a grain of the 
ſmalleſt ſeed ; blefled Jeſus, increaſe it in us both. 

Do you, as you formerly did, commit your 
way unto the Lord, and beſeech him to bring 
it to paſs? My dear friend, let us look more 
unto God ; for we have a Friend in the court of 
heaven; we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jeſus Chriſt the righteous. 


Ever and inviolably yours, &c. 


This was a favourite book of Mr Hervey's,—and he de- 
fired Mr Meſes Browne to tranſlate it from the Latin, and pro- 
miſed to write an introduction to it, which he never lived to 
perform. Sce lett. LXIL LXXII. LXXV. CLXXIV. 

See Numb. xin. 28. 
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NI. 
Dear Mr ***, Weſton-Favell, Jan. 3. 1758. 


Received your welcome valuable letter in due 
time; but almoſt as ſoon as I received it, I 
was ſeized with a violent illneſs ; ſo violent, that 
the current report was, Hervey is dead. —Near 
to death I certainly was; and God almighty 
knows, I am, according to human appearance, not 
far * from it even now: but pray let me, if I 
live; expect the continuation of your remarks.— 
Your letters are ſuch as I ſhould delight to read, 
even in my laſt moments. 

I with you many a happy new year on earth, 
and at the lat an abundant entrance into the New 
Feruſalem, here the voice of joy and health is 
perpetually heard. 

Weak J am, very weak, and much out of or- 
der; inſomuch that I have not been able to go te 
church, ever ſince Chri/tmas. But your writings 
refreſh and delight, inſtead of fatiguing me !— 
Your fourth paragraph has moſt exactly ſtated the 
difference, which ſubſiſts between yourſelf and 
Aſpaſio, relating to faith. The forbearance and 
candour, with which you treat this difference, 
does not give up a jot or tittle of your own opi- 
nion, yet it tends very much to conciliate favour 
and eſteem in its behalf. 

' Your von is very grand and quite ſtriking ; I 
love ſuch ſtrokes of imagination, they keep at- 
tention awake, and impart pleaſure together with 
profit —Aſpaſio is doubly obliged to your pen, 
formerly for correcting, now for defending his 
work, Vou obſerve, my enemy is yours. He has 
attacked your generous vindication. In reply to 
this attack, you have ſpoke my very ſentiments . 

Mr Weſley, you will find, 1s angry with me, 
on the oppoſite ſcore, for ſpeaking too much, 
and, as he thinks, too openly on the fide of e- 
lection and particular redemption. Pray favour 
me with your free opinion, and where-ever you 
think he charges me juſtly, or 1 have expreſſed 
myſelf improperly, ſpare not to i|cak the naked 
truth. —He fad lately publiſhed a large book, 
price ſix ſhillings ſtitched, on the dectrine of o- 
riginal ſin; great part of which is an abridgment 
of Dr Watts's Ruin and recovery; and of another 
treatiſe, wrote by Mr Hebden. In this he takes 
occaſion to quote two or three paſſages from The- 
ron and Aſpaſio, one from p. 151. col. 2. which 
he thus introduces: To explain this a little far- 
« ther in Mr Hervey's words, By fœderal head 
« T mean, what the apoſtle teaches, c. That 
« as Adam was the firſt general repreſentative (of 
« this kind, ſays Aſpaſio, but Mr *** makes him 
« ſay) of mankind, Chriſt was,” Sc. Far from 
« reſting upon a ſingle text,” &c. he goes on to 
the bottom of the page, then turns back to the 
upper part, repreſents me as forming a concluſion 
in theſe words :—* All theſe expreſſions demon- 
« ſtrate, that Adam (as well as Chriſt) was a re- 
«« preſentative of 4 mankind ; and that what he 
« did in this capacity, did not terminate in him- 
. «« ſelf, but affected all whom he repreſented.” — 


* 


A 


* Mr Hervey died the December following. 
This refers to the remarks (made by this gentleman to 


whom Mr Hervey here writes) on the Scotch author [Mr Sande- 


man], who wrote the letters on Theron and Aſpa ſio. 


IE 


ſettied notions in religion. 


* 


This is a very injurious repreſentation. One ſ 
tence is a palpable miſquotation . Would it be 
proper to take any notice of it? I am ſometim c 
apprehenſive, that he would draw me into a wm 
pute about particular redemption. I know . 
can ſay ſtartling and horrid things on this ſubjeck 
and this, perhaps, might be the moſt effec. q 
method to prejudice people againſt my princi - 
point.—I am, dear Sir, with much gratitude * 
true affection, 


Yours in Chriſt. 


L E T T 1 R axovh 


My dear Friend, Weſton-Favell, June 23. 1558 
I Little thought, when I put Mr Weſley's * 

nuſcript into your hand, that I ſhould ſee it 
in print ſo ſoon, I took very little notice of it 
and let it lie by me ſeveral months, without gi. 
ving it an attentive conſideration. It ſeemed to 
me {ſo palpably weak, dealing only in poſitive 
aſſertions and politive denials, that I could not i- 
magine he would adventure it into the world 
without very great alterations. But it is now 
come abroad, juſt as you received it, in a two 
ſhillings pamphlet, entitled, Apreſervative from un- 
Of this pamphlet what 
he has wrote againſt me, makes only a ſmall part. 
Now then the queſtion is, Whether I ſhall at- 
tempt to anſwer it ? Give me your opinion, az 
you have given me your aſſiſtance, and may the 
Father of mercies give you an increaſe of know- 
ledge and utterance, of peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt.—III I have been, and ill I am ; torn almoſt 
to pieces by a cough in the night, which admits 
of no remedy ; whatever is taken to aſſuage, ex- 
aſperates it. Of all men living, that are not ab- 
ſolutely confined, ſurely I am the weakeſt, If, 
by ſuch weakneſs, the Lord Jeſus will vouchſafe 
to glorify his name, how tranſparent, how efful- 
gent will be the glory of his power II have not 
ſeen Mr P** this many a day, no, nor this many 
a month; how [I fear, leſt the world has begui- 
led him! Bleſſed be the Lord, for ſetting our af- 
fections on a happier ſtate ; bleſſed be his grace, 
for giving us ſome knowledge of Jeſus, as the 
way to immortal manſions. There we may be 
citizens, here only ſojourners.—I am, with true 
gratitude, and ſincere affection, 

Yours in Chriſt Jeſus. 


L N ‚ N KR CET 
Madam, MWeſton-Favell, Feb. 22. 1758. 


Received the favour of your letter, and found 
no ſmall pleaſure in peruſing its contents. It 
gave me a ſingular ſatisfaction, to ſee a lady of 
ſuch fine ſenſe, and in the very bloom of life, mind- 
ful of the things which belong to her eternal 
peace. May this happy diſpoſition increaſe with 


your increaling years! and it will be the greatelt 


blefling that you can enjoy, or your correſpondent 
Wiih. | 

If my writings have afforded you any enter- 
tainment, or been the means of adminiſtering the 
leaſt improvement, I deſire to adore and bleſs the 
all-gracious God. For he, Madam, teaches {9 


+ Sec Aſpaſic vindicated, above, p. 430. 
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-ofit; his Spirit commands ſucceſs ; and all our 
good comes wholly from his heavenly benedic- 
1 pleaſed to find this, among your other va- 
ſuable expreſſions ; © I want to have all thoſe 
« heavenly conſolations.”— You conſider religion 
in a right view. It is not a vexatious burthen, 
or an irkſome taſk; but it is intended to be 
che comfort of our lives, and the joy of our 
hearts. God is the God of all comfort, Chriſt 
is ſtyled the Conſolation of Iſrael, and the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt 1s called the Comforter. —The goſpel 
is the moſt comfortable report imaginable ; it 
is glad tidings, and the joyful ſound ; it aſſures 
poor finners, that God has laid all their iniquities, 
both great and (mall, on his beloved Son :— That 
Jeſus Chriſt has brought in a moſt perfect and e- 
verlaſting righteouſneſs, whereby they may be 
juſtified 3 and that our firſt, our great, our leatl- 
ing duty is, to believe all this, in our own behalf, 
for our own benefit. 

By the comfort and peace reſulting from theſe 
bleſſings, it would win our hearts to love the 
God, who is ſo immenſely amiable and gracious 
to us; to be ſtudious of doing his pleaſure, who 
has made ſuch unſpeakably-rich proviſion for our 
happineſs. The apoſtle prays for his Theſſa- 
nian converts, that the Father of - everlaſting 
compaſſions would firſt comfort their hearts, and 
then, and thereby, eſtabliſh them in every good 
word and work. 

I ſhould make no ſcruple to ſend my faſt- ſermon 
for your peruſal, if J had one. But it has plea- 
ed the divine providence to viſit me with a violent 
fever, which has confined me for many weeks. 
I am till the priſoner of this diſeaſe, ſo that I was 
incapable of going abroad on the faſt-day. And 
indeed, if it had been otherwiſe, I ſhould ſcarce- 
ly have been able to gratify my own inclination, 
by complying with your hints ; becauſe I never 
write my ſermons, having accuſtomed myſelf to 
preach without notes; and it was owing to a par- 
ticular incident, that thoſe three diſcourſes which 
I publiſhed, were committed to writing. 

Permit me, Madam, to wiſh, that you may be 
ſtedfaſt and immoveable in your preſent turn of 
mind, which is ſo truly wiſe and noble, that by 
him who fitteth in heaven, and beholds all the 
children of men, it may be ſaid of Miſs *, as 
it was formerly ſaid of another excellent perſon ; 
Mary has choſen that good part, which ſhall not be 
taken from her. 

To theſe wiſhes, allow me the additional plea- 
{ure of being, —Madam, 


Your moſt obedient, 


humble ſervant. 


11 
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Dear Mr **, Weſton-Favell, March 4. 17 $8. 
ree 


Have a long letter, containing two or t 
ſheets, from Mr Weſley.—It conſiſts of ani- 
madverſions on my Dialogues and Letters, which 
I ſhould be glad if you wold peruſe, and favour me 
with your opinion. He wrote me one before, 
more ſtinging and ſarcaſtic than this. I have taken 
no notice of either, being very unwilling to em- 
No XXX. 
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bark in controverſy; but for your judgment on the 
laſt, which is written with candor and temper “*, 
I ſhould be much obliged, and have an additional 
reaſon to be,—dear Sir, 

Your affectionate friend. 


8 —— 
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Madam, Veſton-Favell, March 11. 1758. 

I Am much obliged for your benevolent wiſhes, 

relating to my health. By way of return, 
permit me to with, that your ſoul may proſper, 
may flouriſh, may bloſſom as a roſe ; that you 
may grow 1n grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 

From this paſſage we may obſerve, that the 
way to advance in true holineſs of heart and life, 
is to advance in the knowledge of Chriſt Alt is 
for want of knowing Chriſt, that the generality 
of mankind are ſo captivated by trifles, and en- 
ſlaved to tranſient gratifications. It is for want 
of knowing Chriſt more thoroughly, that many 
Chriſtians have ſo little peace and joy, and many 
go mournfully in their way to eternity. 

By his knowledge ſhall my righteous ſervant juſtify 
many.—By giving them the knowledge of him- 
ſelf, of his divine dignity and ineſtimably-precious 
work ; of that grand price, which he paid for 
the redemption. of ſinners, which delivers them 
from the wrath to come, and entitles them to the 
inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away. 

The drvine power, ſays St Peter, has given us all 
things pertaining to life and godlineſs. — How ? 
Through the knowledge of him, who has called us to 
glory and virtue; through the knowledge of Chriſt, 
as calling us to the enjoyment of eternal glory, 
which he has procured for us by his blood ; and 
thereby moſt ſweetly leading and engaging us 
to the exerciſe of every virtue. 

I hope Marſhall on San#ification will be bleſſed 
to your conſolation and edification. If it is not 
at the firſt reading, it may at the ſecond, or it 
may at the third, I would ſay to the reader of 
this excellent treatiſe, as the prophet Eljah ſaid 
to his ſervant, who went to the ſea in order to 
make obſervation, but found nothing worthy of 
notice, Go again ſeven times. 

have ſeen Dr G/ynn's poem, entitled, The day 
of judgment, It is not without elegance and 
beauty, but it wants that energy and pathos, 
which, on fo grand and intereſting an occaſion, 
ſhould alarm, tranſport, and awe our ſouls ; but 
its chief deficiency, in my opinion, is, that it neg- 
lects to aſcribe proper honour unto Chriſt. He 
is indeed very ſlightly hinted at in one choſen line, 
but he ſhould have made the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
figure throughout the whole piece. All judgment 
is committed to him. Alt is Chriſt who will come 
in the clouds of heaven ; we muſt all appear be- 
fore the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt. This to the 
believer, is a moſt comfortable and delightful 
conlideration ; * My Redeemer is my Judge. 


* Mr Hervey was ever willing to ſpeak the beſt of his adver- 
faries. But I couid not forbear thinking, when I read Mr 
Maſtey's letter, that it was written without either candor or 
temper.— See Mr Hervey's anſwer to Mr WWeſley's letter, a- 
bove, p. 370. 
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«« He who died for me paſles the final ſentence. 
„Look how great is his majeſty and glory! So 
„great is my atonement and propitiation.“ 

Should I ever come to London, I will be ſure 
to do myſelf the pleaſure of waiting upon Miſs 
*. In the mean time, what ſhe mentions by 
way of caution, ſhall be obſerved with all punc- 
tuality due to a command, 

By her moſt obedient, humble ſervant. 


f 

Madam, Moſton-Favell, May 13. 1758. 

Have too long delayed to acknowledge the fa- 

vour of your laſt. The reflection gives me 

uneaſineſs, but the occaſion gives you an oppor- 
tunity of exerciſing indulgence. If you pleaſe 
to aſcribe my ſilence to much buſineſs, and little 
health, you will do juſtice to my proceeding, 
and to your own candour, 

You inquire after the beſt week's preparation 
for the ſacrament.—l cannot ſay that I much ad- 
mire any of thoſe books. They are, I think, 
looſe, rambling, indiſtinct companions ; they 
tend rather to bewilder, than inform the judg- 
mecnt.—For my own part, I prefer the little ac- 
count of this ordinance in Mr Marſhall on Sancti- 
fication, to all thoſe prolix treatiſes.—lt begins 
page 298. of the ſixth edition, to which I wrote 
a recommendatory preface. 

If you ſhould want a collection of prayers ſuit- 
ed to this ſolemnity, or to any other occaſion, 
there is none, in my opinion, better than Mr 
Fenks's offices of devotion (which has paſled thir- 
teen editions). 1 ſhould far ſooner chuſe to read 
his two volumes of Meditations, than the new 
Whole duty of man. Tenks has written another 
little treatiſe, excellently good, and truly evan- 
gelical ; it is entitled Submiſſion to the righteouſneſs 
of God. It was one of the firſt hooks, that gave 
me an inſight into the truth of the goſpel ; or the 
way of ſalvation by the infinitely-glorious obe- 
dience of our Surety, Jeſus Chritt, 

The word Amen has two ſignifications. It de- 

notes an ardent with, Lord, let it be according 
to my humble petition.—It denotes likewiſe a 
firm faith, Lord, I am perſuaded, that thou wilt 
fulfil thy promiſe, to grant my petition. 
If you love entertainment, my next ſhall re- 
commend a book, that is as entertaining as a 
novel * or a play, yet edifying as a ſermon.—I 
believe, Madam, you would have no reaſon to 
repent of the purchaſe, if you was to buy Mr 
Boſton's Human Nature in its fourfold flate; of 
which as I have given a character in the ſecond 
volume of Theron and Aſpaſio, I need not ſay any 
thing more in this place. 

As God is ſending forth his word and renew- 
ing the face of material nature; ſo may he ſend 
forth bis bleſſed Spirit, and reveal Chriſt, and 
renew the (tate of our fouls! This will make us 
to differ from our former ſelves, as much as the 
preſent bloom and verdure of the creation differ 
from the rugged deſolations of the winter. 

I wiſh you, Madam, the continual preſence of 
this divine Comforter, and am, 

Your moſt obedient humble ſervant. 


* The book here meant is De Foe's Family- Inftrufter, 
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Dear Sir, 


Weſton- Favell, Aug. 5. 1758 
Erewith I ſend two other ſheets of my £ 
tended work. Be ſo good as to examir. 

them with rigour, and correct them with = 
dom. | 

I am afraid, leſt the weakneſs of the ady 
ſhould injure the bleſſed cauſe. I am the 
ſolicitous, becauſe the unexpected acceptan 
my faſt-ſermons will probably open a pretty wide 
door of admiſſion for this piece. Beſides ſix 
thouſand printed in London, an edition was print. 
ed in Scotlund, which was ſpeedily fold off; and 
I was deſired, by a ſociety eſtabliſhed for givin 
away religious books among the poor, to grant 
them leave to print an impreſſion for this purpoſe 
In Ireland they have been printed. Into Dutch 
they are tranſlated; and a letter, received laſt 
week from ſome piv1s and ingenious ſtranger in 
America, informs me, that they have been re- 
printed there, and found much acceptance; all 
this will be a kind of recommendatory preface to 
this projected piece. The good Lord grant, | 
may ſpeak and write found words, ſuch as can. 
not be reprov. d- My prayer is, that you ma 
be of quick underſtanding in the fear of the Lord, 
always and on all occafions, and more eſpecially 
when you are ſifting and improving the writings 
of, —dear Sir, 


Ocate, 
More 
Ce Ot 


Your truly affectionate and 
much obliged friend. 


— 
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Madam, Weſton- Favell, Sept. 4. 1758. 


E ſo good as to preſent my very affectionate 

compliments to your excellent friend Mr 
Kennedy. Inform him, that my intended work has 
for a long ſeaſon, on acconnt of my great infirmi- 
ties, been like the ſun in Gzbeon, and like the moon 
in the valley of Ajalun. I ſhall be particularly 
pleaſed and thankful to receive his thoughts on 
that important ſubject, the aſſurance of faith. 
Mine are much the ſame as Mr Ebenezer Erfeine's 
in his valuable ſermons, and as Mr Baſtons in 
his moſt judicious notes on The Marrow of Modern 
Divinity. | 

Pray, Madam, favour me with a long extract 
from Mr Kennedy's * letter; I do aſſure you, I 
2dmire his writings; they have a beauty which 
is quite natural and artleſs; joined with a piety, 
which is very affecting and edifying. 

A book has lately appeared, in two ſmall 
volumes, entitled, Letters on Theron and Aſpaſio. 


* Mr Kennedy, whom Mr Hervey ſo highly and juſtly re- 
ſpected, is miniſter of the Scots church in Rotterdam, for- 
merly miniſter at Cavers in Scotland. | 

In the laſt letter Mrs C— received from Mr Hervey are 


' theſe words: „ I received yours with good Mr Kenned)'s 


letter incloſed. It ſpeaks the very ſentiments of my heart, 
© much better than my own tongue or pen could expreſs 
c them. I don't perceive a ſingle e to which F ſhou'd 
« make any objection. With other believers in Jeſus Chrilt, 
« I would be of one heart, but with Mr Kennedy I bare 
&« the pleaſure to be of one mind,—I beg you to preſent my 
“ moſt affectionate reſpects to the worthy writer, and deſixe 
© him to give us a continuation of his thoughts.” | 
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cannot ſay I would recommend it to your per- 
uſal, but I ſhould be glad, if you would mention 
it in ſome converſation with your learned and de- 
vout viſitants, in order to know their opinion. 
For my own part, I hardly can tell what opinion 
to form. The author conceals his name “, and 
ir ſeems difficult to diſcover his principles or his 
aim. Some things are excellent, written with 
ſyirit, and in a ſtrain truly evangelical ; in ſome 
things I ſtand corrected by him, I kiſs the rod, 
and, far from being diſpleaſed, am thank ful for 
his animadverſions; though, in ſome inſtances, 
he has acted a diſingenuous part; not conſulting 
the moſt correct edition of my book, not advert- 
ing to my own explanation of my meaning, and 
making me approve the whole of a perſon's 
works +, where I only commend ſome parricu- 
lar part. But what gives me the greateſt diſguſt, 
and will, I believe, offend every candid reader, 
is, a bitter vein of contempt and invective againſt 
ſome of the beſt of men that ever lived, and 
ſome of the beſt authors that ever wrote. I once 
thought, the apoſtle Fames's queſtion implied an 
impoſſibility ; but it ſeems to be reduced to real 
fact by the pen of this critic, and in the Letters 


on Theron and Afpaſio, where the fountain ſends 


forth at the ſume place, in the ſame perform- 


ance, ſweet water and bitter J. 
hope you will not act with Mr Kennedy ac- 
cording to the exact rules of retaliation; but 
though he has been flow to write, you will be 
ſwift to anſwer, that he may the more ſpeedily 
improve and delight yourſelf, Madam, and 
Your very humble ſervant. 


o GE. 

Dear Sir, Friday Night. 
Have ſent you the following letter for your 
inſpection, and ſhall make no remarks on it 
myſelf, leſt I miſlead your judgment. The gen- 
tleman who wrote it means well, and is defirous 
of promoting the intereſt of the goſpel in the 
way which he apprehends to be right; but he 
thinks differently from you and me, not only in 
his notions of imputed righteouſneſs, but of o- 
ther evangelical peculiarities —I have tranſcribed 
luis letter, and concealed his name, that you may 
communicate your remarks with more freedom, 


than, perhaps, you would have done, had L not 


talen theſe precautions to prevent your diſcovery 
of my correſpondent. 


My dear Friend, OF. 7. 1758. 
IH 1therſpoon's Eſſay on the connection between 
the doctrine of juſtification by the imputed righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt and holineſs of life, dedicated to 
you, was lately put into my hands.—You know 
that I have an unconquerable diſlike to your fa- 


* See letter 190. 

Mr Hervey did not think himſelf under an obligation 
to defend every particular ſentiment of an author, whoſe trea- 
tiſe he might approve in general. And here it may be proper 
to obſerve, that his own candour, and the frequent ſolicitations 
of others, induced him to be more indulgent than he ought, 
and to give rather too favourable an opinion. For which he 
has been miſrepreſented by the artful, and abuſcd by the ma- 


levolent, 
See above, p. 505. note. 
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vourite expreſſion, THE IM PU TED RIGHTEOUS- 
Nuss of CHRIST. I would on no account have. 
uſed it in any of my own writings ; and I wiſh 
it was univerſally laid aſide, particularly by every 
miniſter in his pulpit ; becauſe 1 apprehend, the 
notions which the generality of people conceive 
of the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, has done as 
much miſchief, eſpecially amongſt the lower ſort, 
to the cauſe of Chriſtianity, as the writings of 
Infidelity have done amongſt thoſe of a higher 
rank. This is my ſettled opinion.—Infidels may 
be, and often have been convinced ; but perſons 
of weak minds, habituated to the ſound of the 
IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST, (a 
ſatisfactory definition of which very few can 
give), are not only ſtecled againſt all conviction, 
but are too apt to diſregard morality ; and to 
cenſure and deſpiſe every preacher and writer, 
who from principle, or any other cauſe, diſap- 
proves of this CANT TERM. Pardon me, for 
I really think it fo, and therefore cannot call it 
otherwiſe; yet I own myſelf a great admirer of 
Witherſpoon's eſſay; I think it the beſt defence of 
the doctrine of redemption that I have ever ſeen. 
— My principal and almoſt only objection is a- 
gainſt the phraſe imputed righteouſneſs It appears 
to me quite unſcriptural to ſpeak of the rjgh- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt being imputed to us; it is 
liable to great abuſe, and it is not eaſily under- 
ſtood ;—aor am | ſatisfied to uſe it, notwithſtand- 
ing all you have ſaid in its defence; and all that 
ſo judicious and excellent a man as Dr Doddriage 
(in his ſermons on ſalvation by grace) has ſaid to 
explain it, —lI fall in, however, with Witherſpoon's 
ſentiments, though I do not ufe his particular 

hraſes ;—and you will obſerve he himſelt often 
intermixes others to the ſame purpoſe, as page 
17. the Saviour's merit. —Page 21. vicarious ſuf- 
ferings, — Acceptance of the goſpel, page 23. 
Doctrine of Chriſt crucified, —his atonement, — 
page 29,—Flying to the propitiation of Chriſt, 
—page 36. the doctrine of Chriſt's mediation, 
Sc. Ye, — By theſe it appears, that it is not the 
phraſe, but the thing, —jultification by Chriſt a- 
lone, on which he lays the ſtreſs, ſec page 70. 
line 47. and his arguments will be equally ” 
cible on any man's principles, who is not a Soci- 
nian.—l believe the doctrine, as he has ſtated it, 
page 15. though I thould not chuſe to uſe ſome 


of his exprethions.—His remark, page 61. line 


18. &c. is, I think, very juft, and confirmed by 
many melancholy facts.— Page 03. 64. 65. is per- 
haps too ſtrong.— The ſame may be ſaid of other 
ſyſtems of morality :—they who embrace them, 
and live unſuitably, are hypocrites, page 65. line 
2 and 3. | | 

Upon the whole, I heartily wiſh every Chri- 
ſtian, eſpecially every miniſter in the kingdom, 
would carefully read this very uſeful treatiſe of 
Witherſpoon's, and act accordingly ;—and if I had 
any acquaintance with him, though I am hope- 
lets of bringing you over to my ſentiments, I 
would endeavour at leaſt to prevail on him to ab- 
oliſh the phraſe 1MPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS in 
the next edition, —and then his book would be 
more extenfively uſeful. 

i am, my dear friend, (notwithſtanding our 
different opinions in ſome religious points), witb 
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much real eſteem, moſt affectionately and moſt 
ſincerely yours, Cc. Cc. 


So far my correſpondent, whoſe letter I ſhall 
forbear to anſwer till I hear your ſentiments ; 
which 1 ſhall exped by the firſt opportunity,—l 
am ſure if the phraſe imputed righteouſneſs were 
not ſtrictly defenſible on ſcriptural grounds, it 
ſhould never more be uſed, either in the pulpit, 
or in the writings of, 


Dear Sir, 


Your obliged friend and ſervant. 


EC 


My dear Friend, Weſton-Favell, Oct. 24. 1758. 
ET me repeat my thanks for the trouble you 
have taken, and for the aſſiſtance you have 
given me, in relation to my controverſy with Mr 
Weſley. He is ſo unfair in his quotations, and ſo 
magiſterial in his manner, that 1 find it no ſmall 
difficulty, to preſerve the decency of the gentle- 

man, and the meekneſs of the Chriſtian, in m 
intended anſwer : May our divine Maſter aid me 
in both theſe inſtances, or elſe not ſuffer me to 

write at all. 5 

1 have juſt been reading Hab. iii. 13. ww ry 
m u ſeemed difficult to clear; one of the me- 
taphors referring to an animate, the other to an 
inanimate ſtructure; I ſhould be glad to know, 
how you underſtand, and how you would explain 
the paſlage. 3 at your leiſure, you will 
conſider the whole chapter; and when | alk for a 
deſcant upon one, give me an elucidation of twen- 
ty verſes. | 

I have certainly a very great eſteem for Dr Gill, 
yet I never could aſſent to his notion of eternal 
juſtification. I am "_y much obliged to you for 
pointing out to me the paſſage in Theron and 
Aſpaſio, which ſeems to favour, or procceds upon 
ſuch a tenet.—It ſhall be altered in the next edi- 
tion. 

My dilatory proceedings you will aſcribe to the 
real cauſe, ſickneſs; then you will not deal with 
me according to the law of retaliation, but ac- 
cording to that law of kindneſs, which the grace of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has written upon your heart. 


Indeed, I think your arguments are unanſwer- 
able. If fo, don't you think there are ſome things 
in my third Dialogue exceptionable? I wiſh you 
would examine it, bring it to the touchſtone of 
your laſt letter, and where it is wrong, correct it. 

I ſhould like to have Theron object ſomethin 
in your way of argumentation, and Aſpaſio frank- 
ly confefs, that he has overſhot the mark. Such 
an acknowledgment endears the character of the 
ipeaker, and ſuch a circumſtance makes the ſen- 
timent more impreſſive on the reader. 

I have often thought the ſecond verſe of P/al. 
cxxxi. very difficult, and have been at a loſs to 
find out the propriety of the r Why 
compoſed and quiet as a weaned child? when we 
know, that the time of weaning children, is al- 
ways a time of diſappointment, often of diſeaſe. 
At this ſeaſon, they are particularly froward and 
2eeviſh. The very reverſe, therefore, of that frame 
mind, which the gſalmiſt ſeems to be illuſtra- 
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ting. This was the beſt ſolution, which occurred 
to my thoughts. A child, weaned from his mo. 
ther, is diſquieted and fretful. Such is my na- 
tural, and ſuch would be my habitual temper, 
I not influenced and calmed by grace ; but, thr 
divine grace, my mind is reſigned and quiet as 
the weaned child, when brought back to the mo. 
ther, and lulled to reſt ON 7 on that ſoft and 
warm boſom, where it had io often lain, with the 
greateſt delight; but from which it had been, for 
a ſeaſon, withdrawn. Vou ſee, I would tranſlate 
W y 77 pettus frve gremum matris ſu. But 
whether my tranſlation be warrantable, or my 
paraphraſe ſuch as ſuits the tenor of the plaln; 
I ſubmit to your determination. ; 

Accept my fincere thanks for your valuable 
correction of a paſſage in my ſermon ; ſuch im- 
proving animadverſions will always be more ac- 


ceptable than the inebciating voice of applauſe, — 
far more acceptable to 


Your truly-affeQionate friend. 


was 
ough 


— 
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My dear Friend, Wefton, Oct. 19. 1758. 

= OU ſome time ago ſent me a poem, with 

which I was much delighted, notwithſtand- 
ing the uncouth metre and obſolete words ; [ 
mean Fletcher's Purple Hand *, to which were 
ſubjoined ſeveral other of his poetical pieces; one 
particularly I remember to his brother G. Fletcher, 
on his poem entitled, Chriſt's victory in heaven and 
on earth; and his Triumph over, and after death. 

I happened to mention Pletcher to a gentleman 
lately, who has ſince lent me this very poem, 
which I longed to ſee, as the title pleaſed me ſo 
much.—He tells me, that Phineas Fletcher was not 
only an excellent poet himſelf, and the ſon of a 
poet, (namely of Jobn Fletcher, a celebrated dra- 
matic writer in the reign of Queen Eliſabeth), but 
brother to two eminent poets, of which this 
G. Fletcher was one, and a young ſtudent at Cam- 
bridge, when he wrote this poem. 

I with any bookſeller could be prevaited with 
to reprint The Purple Iſland, and add to it Chriſt's 
Victory, &c. in one neat volume.—lI believe it 
would ſell, if properly reviſed and altered. —lt 
grieves me to think theſe pieces ſhould be loſt to 
the world, and be for ever buried in obſcurity. 

I have folded down ſeveral paſſages in Chriſt's 
Victory and triumph, for your inſpection; and if 
they meet with your approbation, I hope you will 
Join your intereſt with me in endeavouring to pre- 


8 ſerve the work from periſhing.—The Purple Iſland 


is to be ſure a ſuperior poem, and abounds with 
pictureſque, uſeful, and ſtriking ſentiments ; but 
with that you are well acquainted, as it has fo 
long been a favourite with you. 

I am now fo very ill, that I ſcarce think I ſhall 
live to ſee the approaching + Chriſimas.— Had [ 
been in perfect health, and diſengaged from other 
employment, I queſtion whether I ſhould not have 
Ke. bi the poetry, changed ſeveral of the ob- 
ſolete words, illuſtrated the obſcure paſſages by 
occaſional notes, and run the riſk of publiſhing 

* The Purple I/land, or Ile of Man, wrote by Phineas F letcher. 


+ Mr Hervey died on Chriſtmas day, according to his on 
ſuppoſition. 
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the whole at my own expence. To this I ſhould 
lave been more particularly inclined, as there are 
ſo few poems of the ſcriptural kind, wrote by 
men of genius; though no ſubjects can be equally 
ſublime and inſtructive, or more entertaining; 
witneſs Milton's Paradiſe Loft and Pope's Meſſiah. 
Could not Rivington get ſome one to make theſe 

neceſſary alterations ? Or if he does not care to 
cugage in it, would not Dodlſley undertake it, who 
„ himſelf a poet, and very capable of abridging 
it in ſome places, enlarging it in others, and tho- 
roughly correcting the whole?—Do you know 
Mr Yoſeph Warton of Trinity college, Oxford, 
who tranſlated Virgil ?—He is very capable of 
doing this ; and as he is a clergyman, I ſhould 
imagine he would think his time well employed, 
in thus contributing to our bleſſed Maſter's ho- 
nour. 
Methinks if a ſubſcription to modernize valu- 
able authors, and thus reſcue them from the pit 
of oblivion, was properly ſet on foot by ſome men 
of eminence, bed the propoſals well drawn up, it 
would meet with due encouragement. I have 
often wondered, that ſuch an attempt has never 

et been made. How many excellent books of 
the laſt century are now out of print, whilſt ſuch 
2 number of uſeleſs and pernicious writings are 
continually publiſhed ? : 

| now ſpend almoſt my whole time, in readin 

and praying over the Bible. Indeed, indeed you 
can't conceive, how the ſprings of life in me are 
relaxed and relaxing. What thou doſt do quickly, 
i for me a proper admonition, as I am ſo appre- 
henſive of my approaching diſſelution.— My dear 
{riend, attend to the one thing needful.—With this 
I ſend you my heart, its warmeſt good wiſhes, 
and moſt tender affections; and till it ceaſes to 
beat, I ſhall never ceaſe to pray for your abun- 
dant happineſs, or to be, my dear Sir, 


Your ſincerely- affectionate friend, 
James HERVEx. 


Some of the paſſages mentioned in the prece- 
ding letter to have been folded down by Mr Her- 


vey were as follow. 


In the three following ſtanzas, the poet ſpeaks 
of man, as deſtitute of all hope and remedy with- 
out Chriſt. 


Should any to himſelf for ſaſety fly ? 
The way to ſave himſelf, (if any were), 
Ir tn fly from himſelf. —Should he rely 
Upon the promiſe of his wife © what there, 
li hat can he ſee, but that he moſt may fear, 
A firen, ſweet to death ?—Upon his friends? 
Who what he needs, or what he hath not lends | 
Or wanting aid himſelf, aid to another ſends. 


His firength? tis duſt. —His pleaſure? cauſe of pain. 

His hope? falſe courtier.--Youth or beauty? brittle. 
Entreaty ?: fond. — Repentance? late and vain. 

Jiſſt recompenſe ? the world were all too little. 

Thy love? he hath no title to a tittle. _ | 
Hell's force ? in vain her furies hell ſhall gather. © 
His ſervants, kinſmen, or his children rather ? 


His child (if good) ſhall judge; i, bad, ſhall curſe 


his father, 
No XXX. | 
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His lije ? that brings him to his end, and leaves him. 
His end? that leaves him to begin his wo. © 
His goods? what good in that which fo decerves him? 

His gods of wood ? their feet alas ! are flow 

To go to help, which muſt be helpt to go. 
Honour, great worth ? ah, little worth they be 
Unto their owners.—Wit ? that makes him ſee, 
He wanted wit, who thought he had it wanting thee *. 


In another place repentance and faith are thus 
deſcribed : 


SHE A in an arbour ſat 
Of thorny brier, weeping her curſed ſlate, 
And her before a haſty river fled, 
Which her blind eyes with faithful penance fed, 
And all about, the graſs with tears hung down its 
head. 


Her eyes, tho' blind abroad, at home kept faſt, 
Inwards they turn d, and loo d into her bead, 
At which ſhe often flarted as agbaſt, 
To ſee ſo fearful ** of aread ; 
And with one band her breaſt ſhe martyred, 
Wounding her heart the ſame to mortify ; 
The other a fair damſel I held her by, 
Which if but once let go, ſhe || ſunk immediately. 


In another place is ſhewn the ſufficiency of 
Chriſt and impotency in man. 


What hath man done, that man ſhall not unds, 
Since God to him is grown ſo near akin ? 

Did his foe flay bim? he ſhall ſlay his foe 
Has he loft all? he all again ſhall win. 
1s fin his maſter ? he ſhall maſter ſin. 

Too hardy ſoul with fin the field totry, 

The only way to conquer was to fly; 

But thus long death hath liv'd, and now death's ſelf 

ſhall dic. 


Chrift is a path, if any be miſled ; 

He is a robe, if any naked be; 
If any chance to hunger, he is bread ; 

If any be a bondman, he is free. 

if any be but weak, how flrong is he ? 
To dead men, life he is ;—to fick men, health ; 
19 blind men, fight ; and to the needy, wealth ; 
A pleaſure without Iaſt ;—a treaſure without flealth, 


Deſpair, Preſumption, V, ain-glory, &c, &c. are 
perſonified in different parts of the poem; but 
the preceding and following ſtanzas, will be ſuf- 
ficient to give the reader an idea of it; and there- 
fore it would be unneceſſary, to quote all the 
paſſages to which Mr Hervey had referred; 


- 


Ere long they came near I to a baleful bow'r, 
Much lite the mouth of that infernal cave, 
Which gaping flood all comers to devour, 
Dark, doleſul, dreary, like a greedy grave 
That ſtill for carrion-carcaſes doth crave. 
The ground no herbs but venomous did bear, 
Nor ragged trees did leaf, but every where : 
Dead bones, and ſkulls were caſt, and bodies hanged 
Were. | 1 · ä 


Upon the roof the bird of forrow ſat, 


Keeping back joyful day with her ſad note, 


* Chriſt. + Repentance. f Faith. | Repentance, 


+ The habitation of Deſpair deſcribed, - Ds 
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And through the ſbady air the fluttering bat 

Did wave her leathern jails, and blindly float ; 
While with her wings the fatal ſcreech-owl ſmote 

Th' unbleſſed houſe ; there on a craggy ſtone 

CEL No * hung, and made a direful moan, 


And all about the murdered ghoſts did fhriek and groan. 


Like cloudy moon- ſhine in ſome ſhadowy grove, 

Such - to the 1237 in e Drsp fo R did dwell, 
But he himſelf with night for darkneſs ſtrove, 

His black uncombed locks diſbevell d fell 

About his face ; thro' which as brands of hell 
Sunk in his ſkull, his flaring eyes did glow, 
Which made him deadly look ;—their glimpſe did ſhow 
Like cockatrices eyes, that ſparks of poiſon throw. 


Now he would dream that he from heav'n fell, 

And then would ſnatch the air, afraid to fall ; 
And now he thought he finking was to hell, 

And then would graſþ the earth ; and now his 

all 

To ih ſeem'd hell, and then he out would crawl : 
And ever as he crept would ſquint aſide, 
Leſt he ſhould be by fiends from hell eſpy'd, 
And fore'd, alas ! in chains for ever to abide. 


Chriſt's triumph over death by his ſufferings on 
the croſs. 


A tree was firſt the inſtrument of ſtrife, 
Where Eve to fin her ſoul did proſtitute ; 
A tree is now the inſtrument of life, 
75% ill that trunk, and Chriſt's fair body ſuit; 
Ab, curſed tree] and yet oh bleſſed fruit! 
That death to him, this liſe to us doth give; 
Strange is the cure, when things paſt cure revive, 
And the phyſician dies to make his patient live. 


Chriſt's triumph over death by his paſſion in 
the garden. 


So may we oft a tender father ſee, 
To pleaſe his wanton ſon, his only joy, 
Coaſt all about to catch the roving bee, 
And flung himſelf his buſy hands employ 
To ſave the honey for the gameſome boy : 
Or from the ſnake her rancorous teeth eraze, 
Making his child the toothleſs ſerpent chaſe, 
Or with his little hands her fwelling creſt embrace. 


Thus Chriſt bimſelf to watch and ſorrow gives, 
While deu d in eaſy ſleep dead Peter lies; 

Thus man in his own grave ſecurely lives, 

While Cbriſt alive with thouſand horrors dies, 
Yet more for ours than his own pardon cries : 

No fins he had, yet all our fins he bare ; 

So much doth God for others evils care, 

And yet /o careleſs men for their own evils are. 


The treachery of Judas is thus repreſented : 


See drowſy Peter, ſee where Judas wakes , 
Where Judas kiſſes him whom Peter flies ; 
O kiſs, more deadly than the ſling of ſnakes ! 
Falſe love more hurtful than true injuries ! 
Ab ne ] how dearly God his ſer vant buys ! 
For God his man at his own blood doth hold, 
And man his God for thirty f hath fold: 


So tin for filver goes, and dunghill-droſs for gold. 


The ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, are very 


poetically deſcribed in the following ſtanza. 


One of the Harpyes.—Sce Virgil, An. III. 
Inſule Tonio in magno : quas dira CEL #No, 
Harpyizque colunt aliæ. 
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No forrow now hangs clouding on their brot: 
No bloodleſs malady empales the face; ; 
No age drops on their hairs his filver ſnow 
No nakedneſs their bodies does embaſe ; 


No poverty themſelves and theirs diſgrace, 
No fear of death the joy of hife devouri ; 
No unchaſte ſleep their 2 time deflowꝰrs; 
No loſs, no grief, no change watt on their Winged 
urs. 
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Rev. and dear Sir, Weſton-Favell, Nov. 7. 1758 
Should be very ungrateful, if I did not thank 
you for your late preſent ; and for the man 
obliging things you are pleaſed to ſay of me ang 
my writings in your valuable letter.—I hope 
they will be ſuccetsful advocates for th: further. 
ance of the goſpel; and I am very ſorry to hear by 
you, as well as from ſeveral other of my corre- 
ſpondents in Sctland, that the gentlemen of let. 
ters in that kingdom are deplorably gone of 
from the ſimplicity and truth of the ſcriptures 
and that the Socinian tenets are gaining ground 
apace.—I could with, methinks, at this critical 
juncture, that Alſop s * Anti-Sozzo, which made 
its ficit appearance in 1675, was judiciouſly a- 
bridged ; and, in the neat G/aſgow type, reprint- 


Anti- Soz zo, or againſt Socinus { Fauſtus ), a native of $i. 
enna, whole 1ta/tan name was Sozz0.— He wrote a book a. 
bout 1 575, entitled De Fe/u Chriſto Servatore, and died 1604; 
but his {ect was far from dying with him.—He held, that the 
Arians had given too much to Jeſus Chriſt ; and aſſerted, that 
he was mere man, and had no exiſtence before Mary.—He 
denicd that the Holy Ghoſt was a diſtinct perſon, and alleged 
that the name of God given to Jefus Chriſt tignifies no more 
than that God the Father had given him a ſovereign power o- 
ver all his creatures ; and that, in conſequence of this priyi- 
lege, men and angeis ought to adore him. He denied the re- 
demprion of Chriſt; aifirming, that what he did for men, was 
only to give them a pattern of heroic virtue, and to ſeal his 
doctrin by his death He held likewiſe other pernicious and er- 
roneous tenets ; which are too tedious here to mention. Inthe 
reign of King Charles II. theſe Socinian tenets were gaining 
ground in England, when Mr Alp, one of the wittieſt as well 
as one of the beſt of men in that age, wrote this book which 
he called Anti-Soz ze, in oppoſition to the fundamental errors 
then maintained by ſome eminent divines, and in vindication 
of the great truths of the goſpel. —His own words extracted 
from his preface to that work (which he ſigned V. V. merely 
to avoid the diſcovery of his true name) are as follow. © If 
the Socinians oppote, every true Chriſtian ſhould defend the 
« goſpel of Jeilus Chriſt ; for the diſpute is not now about 
« decency and order; about fringes and phylacteries; about 
the tithing of mint, aniſe, and cumin; but about the influence 
of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt's life, and the ſacrifice of his 
death, upon our acceptance with God, about the intereſtof 
the bleſſed Spirit in the glorious work of the new creation; 
„ whether Chriſt be a proper Prieſt, or not? whether as 2 
« Prieſt he offered himſelf as a proper ſacrifice to God, or 
« not? whether God and man are reconciled, and we re- 
«« deemed from the curſe of the law by the bloold of Jeſus, 
* or not ?—whether we are juſtified before the juſt and holy 
« God by our own righteouſneſs, or by the righteouſneſs of 2 
« Mediator ?—and in a word, whether the death of Chriſt be 
the proper and immediate cauſe of any one ſingle blefling, 
« great or ſmall, of the covenant of grace? In which the 
* concerns, all the eternal hopes of every Chriſtian are wrapt 
« up; and wherein that he may not miſtake, and ſo finally 
* miſcarry, as it is the unfeigned defign of my writing ths 
% book, ſo it is my earneſt prayer,” 

Mr Vincent Alſop, and Mr William Sherlock (afterwards Doc- 
tor and Dean of St Paul's), were pupils at St John's college, 
Cambridge, under the ſame tutor. 

But when Sherleck, in a Socinian book, printed in 1074 
improperly entitled, A diſcourſe concerning the knowle1ge 
Feſus Chriſt, and our union and communion with him, had in 
drollery uſed ſuch indecent expreſſions as the following, ?'* 
(page 46. of the ſaid book), „That the juſtice of G 
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ed in a duodecimo volume though tis almoſt 
2 pity to abridge it, (unleſs it was well executed), 
as the whole is ſo intereſting, and might be con- 
tained in two duodecimo volumes, or even in one 
octavo volume, if printed at Glaſgow. lt is, I can 
aſſure you, a very ſmart book, and one of the 
beſt defences of the evangelical doctrines I ever 
ſaw, or ever expect to ſee, even if my life, which 
now draws very ncar its end, could be prolonged 
to the next century.—lIn ſhort, I think it an un- 
anſwerable performance; and divines of every 
denomination would do well, to make themſelves 
thoroughly maſters of this ſpirited and entertain- 
ing writer ; as they would then be able to defend 
the truth as it is in Jeſus, againſt all kind of 
opponents, how witty, keen, ſubtle, or malig- 
nant ſoever the attack might be. I would there- 
fore beg you to recommend this book as a ſpeci- 
fic againſt Socinianiſin; and uſe your intereſt to 
have it forthwith reprinted at Glaſgow. 

Glad I am to be informed, that you are ſo 
very zealous for the honour and intereſt of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, —What can make mankind 
happy, but his goſpel ?—What is worthy of our 
ſedulous application, but his intereſt ?—What 
will be a ſubſtantial reward, but his acceptance, 
favour, and love? 

I am now reduced to a ſtate of infant weak- 
neſs, and given over by my phyſician, —My grand 
conſolation is to meditate on Chriſt ;—and I am 
hourly repeating thoſe heart-reviving lines of Dr 
Young in his fourth night. 


Tais,—ornly THIS ſubdues the fear of death; — 

And what 1s 1 1s ?— Sur vey the wondrous CURE: 

And at EACH STEP let higher wonder riſe l 

1. Pardon for infinite off ence !—2. and pardon 

Through means that ſpeak its value inſinite 

3. A pardon bought with blood !—4. With blood 
divine — 

5. With blood drome of him I made my foe J 

6. Per/ijted to provoke !—7, Tho' woo'd and aw'd, 

Bleſs'd, and chaſiis'd, a flagrant rebel jtill |— 

8. A rebel midſi the thunders of his throne |— 

9. Nor I alone 10. A rebel univerſe !— 

11. My ſpecies up in arms {——12. not one exempt |! 


13. Yet for the fouleſt of the foul he dies |— 

1.4. Moſt joy d, for the redeem'd jrom deepeſt guilt !-— 
15. As if our race were held of bigheſt rank ; 

And Godbead dearer, as more kind to man. 


&« hath glutted itſelf with revenge in the death of Chriſt, and 
“ ſo henceforward we are ſure he will be very kind, as a re- 
«« vengeful man is when his paſſion is over ;” and in the next 
page, expreſſed himſelf, ſtill more indecently, by ſaying, 
that “ the ſum of which is this, that God is all love and 
*« patience, when he has taken his fill of revenge, or. as o- 
© thers uſed to ſay, the devil is very good when he is pleaſed ;” 
when Mr A. ſoh read theſe paſſages, he was ſhocked ; and ſee- 
ing Dr Sherlock had no more reverence to the Majeſty of God, 
no more regard to the authority of ſcriptures, than to write as 
above, Mr A!fop was determined to attack him, and to plead 
for Chriſt and his truth here at the footſtool, who pleads for 
us, according to his truth, at the throne. Nor was any man 
better qualified than himſclf, either to give a check to a man 
of Sherlock's talents and imperious diſpoſition ; or to the grow- 
ing petulancy of the then daily encroaching profaneneſs —On 
gr. ve ſubjects, he appeared, as he was, the truly-Reverend 
Mr Alſep, and wrote with a becoming ſerienſnet,,. (fee his 
Practical godlineſs. the or a nent of religion, octavo, publiſhed 

in 1696) ; but where wit might properly be ſhewn, he diſ- 
played his to great advantage, as may be ſeen in his Anti- 
So He died much reſpected and lamented, in May 1703. 
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Theſe amazingly-comfortable lines, I dare ſay, 
you will treaſure up in your heart ;—and when 
ou think of them, will think of me; and I 
Bol dear Sir, pray for me, that I may not diſ- 
grace my minſtry, or diſhonour the goſpel of my 
Maſter in my laſt moments by unbelief ;—baſe 
provoking unbelief This probably is the laſt 
time you will ever hear from me: for indeed 
'tis with ſome difficulty I have wrote now, but I 
ſhall not fail to remember you in my interceſſions 
for my friends at the throne of Chriſt; and I 
humbly beg of God almighty, that the love of 
his Son may ſweetly conftrain you; and that his 
promiſes may be ever operative on your mind.—I 
am, with great gratitude and much eſteem, 


Reverend and dear Sir, | 
Your affeQionate brother in Chriſt, 


—_ 


20-8 23 FAB" KR  QOCVAR 


Dear Sir, Friday Morn. 

O U aſk me what I think of you, in caſe it 
ſhould pleaſe God to take you out of the 

world, in the perplexed ſtate you have deſcribed 
to me,—An anſwer to ſuch a queſtion, is much 
more difficult than you ſeem to be aware of ; and 
therefore I muſt beg leave to decline paſſing any 
ſentence. — We miniſters are to teach, warn, 
comfort, and exhoit every man, according to 
God's moſt holy word ;—but after deith comes 
the judgment on each of us. For alas ! how little, 
how very little do we know of one another, or 
of ourſelves? The moſt amazing, perhaps, and 
one of the moit humbling conſiderations too, 
which can well be offered to the human mind, is, 
that, though we cannot form a tolerable judgment 
of any man's real condition, yet God ſhall judge 
the world, the whole world, in equity; not ſo 
much as one fingle caſe, how intricate ſocver it 
may ſeem to us, will he miſtake—tie was, is, and 
ever ſhall be omniſcient and omnipreſent And 
yet, ſhort-ſighted creatures as we are, how of- 
ten do we uſurp this prerogative, and preſume 
to judge our fellow-creatures ? A certain author, 
whoſe name I forgot, (though I regiſtered to the 
following effect from him in one of my old di- 
aries), has obſerved, “that it is impoſſible for us 
„ mortals to form an equitable judgment of the 
* ſtate of any one individual; becauſe God alone 
„ knows all the circumſtances he has been, and 
** now is in.—He alone can be the proper judge 
of his abilities and powers; what opportuni- 
ties he had of improving himſelf, and of doing 
good; — what were the force of his tempta- 
* tions ;—what difficulties ne had to ſtruggle 
* with hat portion of divine grace was given 
* to him ;—what natural underſtanding he dad ; 
hat acquired knowledge was or could be 
* obtained by him ; and in ſhort, what the true 
* ſtate of his caſe was.—Nor will he condemn 
any one unjuſtly or arbitrarily,—How comfort- 
*« able a reflection is this ! eſpecially to one who 
** 1s cruelly perſecuted, or unjuſtly cenſured, 
* —that God ſhall judge the world in equity. 
and yet, — what a tremendous thought is it, 


h 
that every day we live we provoke this Judge 
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« of all men, and increaſe our heap of fin,— 
« which ſwells into ſuch a frightful ſize, ſuch a 


ſtupendous mountain of guilt, as will make 


„us one day ſtand amazed at the fight of it. — 


But what art thou, O thou great mountain? be- 


fore Zerubbabel 7591 ſhalt become a plain, Lech, 
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iv. 7,—We have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, and he 1s the propi- 
tiation for our fins —Oh ! that I may have a 
devout and lively faith in him, as it is by him 
alone my fins can be cancelled —May the cry 
of his blood drown their clamour.— We are, 
moſt juſt God, the children of thy wrath, and 
he is the Son of thy love, who died to ſave us, 
and through whom thou art willing to receive 
us.—Yet what a diſtruſtful fainting of mind 
comes over me, on the remembrance of for- 
mer tranſgreſſions, which neither a reflection 
on God's ineffable goodneſs, nor on the un- 
bounded value of the ſacrifice of Chriſt, can 
effectually relieve ? — Hear me, O Lord God, 
in this my hour of heart-felt diſtreſs, nor take 
thou vengeance of my fins : ſpare thy crea- 
ture, O Lord, ſpare him, whom thou haſt re- 
deemed with thy moſt precious blood ; let thy 
mighty Spirit fit me for mercy and acceptance, 
and be not, oh ! be not angry with me for ever.” 
Wich this proſe-quotation, I ſend you a copy 


of verſes on the renovation of a ſinner; which 
will, perhaps, at this time, be neither unaccept- 
able nor unſeaſonable,—lt was wrote by a very 


particular friend of mine, and is as poetical as 


it is inſtructive and conſolatory. 


J. 
IH HE N with my mind devoutly preſs'd, 
Dear Saviour my revolving breaſt 
Would paſt offences trace ; 
Trembling I make the black review, 
Yet pleas'd behold, admiring too, 
The pow'r of changing grace. 


II. 
This tongue, with blaſphemes defil'd, 
Theſe feet, to erring paths beguil d, 
In heav'nly league agree ; 
Who would believe ſuch lips could praiſe, 
Or think my dark and winding ways 
Should ever lead fo thee ? 
III. 
Theſe eyes, that once abus d their fight, 
Now lift to thee their wat'ry light, 
And weep a ſilent flood; 
| Theſe hands aſcend in ceaſeleſs pray r, 
Oh! waſh away the ſtains they wear 
In pure, redeeming blood“ 


IV. 
| Theſe ears, that pleas'd could entertain 
The midnight oath, the luſtſul ftram, 
N When round the feſtal board; 
Now deaf to all th' inchanting noiſe, 
Avoid the throng, deteſt the joys, 
And long to hear thy word. 


. 
Thus art thou ſerv d; in ev'ry part 


S wouldſt thou but transform my heart, 


a 
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That dra/'y thing refine ; 
That grace might nature's flrength controul 
And a new creature, body, ſoul, b 
Be all, —be ever thine. 


I tranſcribed theſe verſes, as I hope you'll 
commit them to your memory ; and often repeat 
them as you ride or walk, till your tongue, lips 
eyes, ears, and very heart, are ſubſervient to the 
great end of your ſalvation, and that of others 
—Exert yourſelf ; be of good cheer, the clouds 
that darken the face of your affairs, will ere lon 
diſperſe. He that gave his blood for you, ang 
refuſed not to bear the racking agonies of the 
croſs for you, —he will not leave you, nor for- 
ſake you. God; who is faithful and juſt, has 
promiſed to forgive us our fins through the me- 
diation of his Son.—Lord, I believe this, hel 
thou our unbelief.— So wiſhes and fo prays 


Yours very ſincerely. 


— 
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Dear Sir, Weſton- Favell, Monday Morning. 

1 Am much obliged to you for the loan of Dr 

L Suire's Inquiry into the foundation of the Eng- 
liſh conſtitution. The performance ſeems to be 
curious, uſeful, and intereſting.—But how inter- 
eſting ſoever the ſubject may be to others, it can 
be very little ſo now to me; as my indiſpoſition 
is daily increaſing, and muſt, in all human pro- 
bability, ſoon put an end to my being. 

In ſpite of the ſarcaſtical reflections you ſay 
are thrown upon me, I muſt recommend to 
every one Marſhall on Sanctificatiun, and Fenks's 
Submiſſion to the righteouſneſs of God. — Theſe are 
with me the two fundamental books: — theſe 
teach vital religion. Do they, who would decry 
faith, and extol their good works, diſtinguiſh 
themſelves by the practice of them? If not, I 
muſt beg leave to ſay, they are ſelf-condemned. 
Only obſerve for the next month (by their fruits 
you will know them) the conduct of thoſe, who 
are ſuch loud advocates for the merit, the dignity 
ef man, and the freedom of his action; and of 
thoſe who rely on the active and paſſive obedience 
of Chriſt, And then tell me ingenuouſly, which 
are the people that pay the. greateſt reverence to 
the word of God ; and in particular to the fourth 
commandment ? — Inquire which of them uſe 
family-prayer?—whoſe converſation is moſt edify- 
ing ?—which of them viſit and travel on Sundays? 

and which of them paſs that holy day as becomes 
thoſe who have named the name of Chriſt? I will 
be bold to ſay, that, on an impartial examination, 
the majority will be found on the fide of thoſe, 
who embrace the doctrine of the imputation of 


— I 


_ Chriſt's righteouſneſs ; and who expect ſalvation 


by him alone, and not by deeds which they have 
done. Vet I ſhould wonder how men of diſcern- 
ment (men who, one would think, ſhould be 
daily ſenſible of their innumerable failings) could 
poſſibly eſpouſe the oppoſite doctrines, had I not 
too many melancholy proofs to the contrary.— 
You may ſafely confide in this doctrine ; for this, 
dear Sir, is not to be conſidered as the particular 


rr 


opinion of James Hervey, but it is the general o- 
pinion of our exemplary reformers; tis the doc- 
trine of our articles and our homilies.— Will you 
ſay, that our modern moral Chriſtians, if I ma 
ſo call them, are to be (et in competition wit 
men like theſe ? I appeal to facts. — Mark the ef- 
fe& of preaching mere morality, and of preach- 
ing the grace of Chriſt. —But ſo long as the de- 
vil 1s ſuffered to deceive the nations, and ſo long 
as the heart is unconvinced of fin, we may aſſure 
ourſelves, the doctrines of juſtification by Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs, and ſalvation by free grace, will 
meet with oppoſition. Therefore St Paul exhorts 
Timothy, Ayers Tov teh ayors Tis rice, to fight 
the good fight of faith; it is an addreſs to a com- 
batant, and ſuppoſes a conflict; a noble conflict, 
x2a@-, the fineſt word in the moſt expreſſive lan- 
guage, importing all that is good and great ; let 
us not then be aſhamed of the cauſe. 

My cough is very troubleſome—1 can get little 
reſt—medicines yield no relief—but my never- 
failing cordial is the love of Chriſt. 


Religim bears my ſpirits up, 
4 faithful — unchanging God 
Lays the foundation for my hape, 
In oaths * ,—in promiſes +,—in blood }. 
Watts's Hymns, book J. 


* Heb. vi. 17. + 2 Pet. i. 4. f Rev. i. 5. 


AD 
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Staynoe (lee let. 1 30.) whom you inquire after, 
was a good man, a tutor at Trinty-College, Ox- 
Jord, and afterwards Rector of St Leonard, Foſter - 
lane; and, in the year 1704, publiſhed, in two 
volumes octavo, his treatiſe on ſalvation by Feſus 
Chr. Mine is the ſecond edition.—lIt is no con- 
temptible book, thongh the ſtyle is rather too 
prolix, and he has ſome peculiar notions.—But 
who has ever ſeen a faultleſs book ?—All writers 
have their failings more or leſs.-No mortal is 
exempted from them; not even Homer, Virgil, 
or Milton himſelf.— This ought to teach us can- 
dour and humility in ſuch a ſtate of imperfection; 
and above all it ſhould inſpire us with a reveren- 
tial admiration of the 429% of God, which alone 
is free from error; by which we are guided into 
all truth ; and in which we are promiſed eternal 
life, procured for us by the righteouſneſs, ſuffer- 
ings, and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, I wiſh, 
moſt heartily wiſh, you may ſufficiently regard 
this ineſtimable book ; and then you will be like 
the tree planted by the water-fide, which bring- 
eth forth its fruits in due ſeaſon ; and like that 


happy man of whom it is written by the p/almift, 
Look ! whatſoever he doth, it ſhall proſper. n. 


I am, my dear friend, 
Affectionately and unalterably yours, 


James Hervey. 
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T His Epiſtle was publiſhed by John Rivington, Mr 
Hervey's bookſeller, in 1766, and ſold at 6 d. 
The following advertiſement is prefixed to it. 


* The deſign of this publication, is to acquaint the 

reader with the Jate ingenious Mr Hervey's ſentiments 
on the book of Job; and it is given to the community 
in the language with which it was penned, as a ſpeci- 
men of this author's Latin ſtyle : but as it has never 
been corrected, it is preſumed, that the candid reader 
will make proper allowances for its defects. 

N. B. The original letter ¶ without the leaſt variation) 
was franſinitted to the preſs, by the Rev. Mr Robert 
Knight, Rector of Weſton- Faveſl in Northamptonſhire, 
who married My Hervey's youngeſt ſieſter; and it is now 
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depoſited in the hands of Mr Rivington, for the fat; » 
Faction of ſuch as deſire to be aſſured of its — 


The tranſlation of this excellent letter, which now 
makes its firſt appearance in print, was undertaken 
by the printer, at the deſire of ſeveral gentlemen, 
who conceived that the inſerting the Latin copy of 
it only in our author's works, would be of no aſe to 
the generality of the encouragers of this edition. 
Though the tranſlator does not pretend that the tranſ- 
lation is any way equal to the original, yet he flatters 
himſelf he has given the author's meaning, which may 
be of uſe to the unlearned. Thoſe who are ſkilled 
in the learned languages will prefer the original, and 


cannot be diſpleated that Mr Hervey is alſo made to 
ſpeak in Engliſh to thoſe who do. not underſtand 
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Latin. 
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Iror equidem, vir ſpectatiſſime, tantam tibi cana noſtra in obſervatiunculis ſuis margini affixig 
linguæ non vernaculz, quæque ab hodi- editio innuit, tum demum arbitror ante Iſraelitas 
ernis colloquiis exulat, copiam in promptu eſſe. Ni per deſerta traductos confectum eſſe. Legiſlator 
te jamdudum n6fſem, uberrima iſta Romani e- ille celeberrimus dum tanto agmini ducem ſe re. 
| loquii penus facile me induceret ut crederem, ctoremque præbuit, v potuit ad hiſtoriam potti. 
Tuſculi * te potiùs quam Ahingtoniæ Þ habitafſe. cam contexendam animum appellere. Ingens 
| = —Quod ad me attinet, quum probe ſciam, quam preterea rerum quotidie agendarum multitudo 
rudis ſim et inexercitatus in hoc ſcribendi ge- atque onus, ne tale aliquid moliretur, mentem 
nere, paulùm abfuit quin ſilentum mihi perpetu- fine dubio abſtraherent. Nulla autem ei potuit 
um indixiſſem. Per plurimos dies, tenuitatis no- opportunior eſſe occaſio, quæ illi obtigit, dum 
ſtræ conſcius, marium de tabula timidam cohibui. exul inter Midianitas commoratus eſt. Ruſtica. 
Verum enimverò pudor reclamavit, animuſque batur tunc temporis; otiabatur; omnia habuit 
ab ingratitudine abhorrens ſtimulos addidit; at- indulta, quz poetz ingenium ſtimulare atque ac. 
que inde fit ut calamus, impar licet et ineptus, cendere ſolent. Huic inſuper ſententiæ adſtipula- 
ad epiſtolare munus jam tandem excitatus eſt. tur, quod in eas regiones relegatus, omnia quæ ad 
Jobum, finitime terre incolam, pertinerent, e- 
Gratias itaque ago, quantas poſſum maximas, diſcere potuit uberius. Gnaviter quoque pro tali 
qudd plurima mihi notatu digniſſima de Jobo, conjectura militat frequentior exotici idiomatis 
Jobique libro, pro ſingulari tua humanitate atque uſus, phraſiumque varietas Arabicam indolem 
eruditione, ultròꝭ communicaſti. Verſionem im- plane redolentium.—Warburtonus noſter omni 
primis ad examen revocas. Nitida ea eſt, ele- niſu id agit, ut Eſræ, ſcriptorum ſacrorum ultimo, 
gantiarum ferax, vimque Hebræarum vocum, theſaurarium hoc theologiæ, philoſophiæ, atque 
ſupra quod ſperari potuit, vix imminutam tradit. omnigenæ fere docttinæ acceptum referamus. 
Addas licet, novam eam eſſe in plurimis, ſed quz Quz quidem hypotheſis, ſpecioſa licet, et rationi- 
auctoritatem ſuam ſecum afferat, et legentium bus neutiquam contemnendis ſubnixa, fidem apud 
ſuffragia primo ſtatim ab intuitu adſciſcit.— No- me non obtinet. Signa enim ſuar (ni vanus au— 
tas deinde ſagaci percurris oculo. Quas qui legit guror) et criteria, paſſim per librum ſparſa, quæ 
relegitque, haud facile eſt dicere, utrum plus fit ætatem longè antiquiorem ſubindicant. Ad le- 
reportaturus utilitatis, ex ampliſſima orientalis gem latam aut res geſtas Iſraelitarum ne allaſum 
eruditionis ſegete; ceu potius oblectamenti, a eſt, quod mihi videre contigit, uſpiam. Nullibi 
dulciſſimo illo criticæ artis flore. Aded non fri- vel mentio fit miraculorum in A zypto et per 
vola ſunt et futilia quæ ubique annotantur, ut deſerta editorum. Quæ tantum cuivis poëmati 
vocahulorum emphaſin, argumentorum pondera, conciliarent decus, tantum porro Judæis ſolamen 
ſenſuum ſublimitatem, colloquii denique telam ſuppeditarent, ut a nemine cordato intacta pror- 
ulcherrimo ordine deductam, manu limatiſſimà sùs relinquerentur. — Inter alia que ſcripſiſti 
admoti colluſtrant, Imò, tanto affuſo lumine pulcherrima, 7 9197s toti huic hiſtoriæ ad- 
colluſtrant, ut vel mihi hebctioris ingenii viro ſtruis. Adeò non eſſe aſſeris, aſſertumque probas, 
pateſcant, et patefacta placeant. Quid multis? fictitium quendam pii ingenii luſum, ut omnia 
eum ipſum, puto, commentatorem nactus eſt è contrà reverà agerentur. Proinde non debere 
Jobus, quem præ omnibus aliis optaſſet, fi ſuper- aliquem inter legendum putare, fibi ante oculos 
ſtes adhuc inter homines verſaretur. eſſe ejus ſolius quod fieri potuit igmentum, ſed 
De Jobi evo, quo vixit, non conſtat inter genuinam ejus quod fuit narrationem. Me jam 
doctos, neque opinor conſtabit unquam. Atqui antea huic opinioni accedentem, fecerunt quas pro- 
veriſimillima videtur quam tu aliique tuentur o- tuliſti rationes, ut ei arctiùs adheream.—Etfi vero 
inio. In veſtras partes non invitus tranſeo. II- hiſtoriæ veritatem ſibi vindicet, dramatici tamen 
13 hunc principem non niſi poſt Abraha- operis lepores præ ſe fert. Voces ſi ſpectes, or- 
mum floruiſſe certo certius eſt. Qui enim nomen natiſſimæ illæ cultiſſimæque, non tam enarrant, 
terrz dedit, quam alter amicorum coluit, Tema- quam res conſpiciendas fermè exbibent. Senfi- 
nitidi, is inter Eſaui poſteros numeratur. Pro- bus autem nihil gravius, grandius, ſublimius, 
hibet porrd inſigniſſimum iſtud encomium quo co- Deo inſpirante dignius, aut humano generi ma- 
honeſtatur A Spiritu Sancto, ne ſuſpicemur eum gis ſcitu neceſſarium. Characterum interea di- 
diebus patriarcharum Iſaaci aut Jacobi vitam tranſ- verſitas mira; quodque artis eſt ſummæ, ad vi- 
egiſſe. Vix potuit vere dici PR VI IR 1 nifi vum depicti ſinguli, et ſibi invicem undique con- 
oft funera Joſephi. Inter hunc igitur morte ab- ſtantes. — Altera inſuper venuſtatis ſpecie gaudet 
tum, et Moſen ex ephebis exceſſum, omnind Jobzis noſtra, que artificioſis dramaticorum com- 
ſtatuenda videtur æra Jobi. | mentis decori eſt atque ornamento. Non fumum 
| De ſeripto ipſo, profluxiſſe illud ab alia quam ex fulgore, quod monuit criticus, ſed ex fumo 
| Jobi manu nullus dubito. Is quippe inter Arabas lucem edit. Sermone pedeſtri orditur. Inde pe- 
| nutritus, atque Arabum linguæ aſſuefactus, vix detentim progreditur ad altiores dicendi modos. 
tanta fuit Hæbraicarum literarum peritia imbutus, Et cothurno induto, ſenfibus quoque affurg'- 
quant opus erat ad res tales tali verborum nitore Rerum major naſcitur ordo. Vehementiore 
et concinnitate conſignandas chartis. Si Moſi congreſſus. Acriora conflictantium certamin* 
authori librum aſcribere quis maluit, quod Angli- Uſque dum nihil amplius aut fortius hinc illine 
dici potuit. Tum demum intervenit moderat“ 
* Tuſculum, urbs Italica, ubi villa Ciceronis. Que prave dicta ſunt utrinque ſubacto penfitac jV* 
11 dicio, debitaque reprehenfione caſtigat. Summe 
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fi fieri poteſt, ope nititur, ut fervidos diſputanti- 
um animos componat, litemque diu agitatam di- 
rimat. Sed fruſtra. Major ineſt nodus, et dit- 
ficilioris longè ſolutionis, quam ut juveni remon- 
ſtranti cedat. DEvus, ecce DREus adeſt | quid- 
quamne auguſtius excogitari poſſit? Qui circuitus 
cœlorum perambulat, in arenam quaſi (conſtet 
ſumma reverentia dicto) deſcendit. Quique aſtra 
er inane volventia librat, 1LLE 1PSE controverſiæ 
agus momenta et pondera equa quaſi bilance 
trutinat. Dro autem orante cauſam, ut feroci- 
entes animi ſubſidunt ! reniti ceſſant. Manus 
dant. Obmuteſcunt. Jobus ipſe, quem lautiores 
de fua puritate tumidique nimis conceptus, ultra 
quam par erat, vexerant, erroris convictus, ini- 
quitatis manifeſtus, pudore ſuffunditur, arma 
projicit, ad pedes infinitæ mĩiericordiæ venera- 
bundus devolvitur. Noſcit ſeipſum; pœnitenti- 
am agit; cedendo vincit; eumque, ſimul atque 
ſe coram Deo humillime deprimit, calamitatis 
ſortitus eſt exitum, quem nefas eſſet expectare, 
dum inculpatam fibi integritatem temerè nimis 
arrogavit. Omnia ſua, non ita pridem miſerè 
deperdita, cumulatifſima manu reponit, auget, 
ſtabilitque numen propitium. Palmæ ad inſtar, 
preſſus reſurgit; quumque omnes de felicitate 
ſua conclamatum iri arbitrabantur, tum demum 
rediviva evaſit, multdque, quam olim, lztius 
effloruit.—Quam ſubitanea a que inſperata pror- 
sus cataſtrophe ! quam jucundus malorum finis ! 
quam pulchra coronis toto operi ſuperinducta ! 
Leviter hzc tetigiſſe ſufficiat. A rebus curioſæ 
ſpeculationis, tuo ductus exemplo, ad utiliora 
longe mentem calamumque verto. Quæ fidem 
vacillantem ſuffulciant, praximque errabundam 
nimis, gubernatoris ſolertis ritu ad clavum aſh- 
due ſedentis, corrigant dirigantque, ea nunc con- 
ſideranda occurrunt,—Quod prudenter mones, de 
ediſcenda animi fortitudine ex Jobo afflictionum 
agminibus laceſſito, nec tamen fracto aut proſtra- 
to; de petendis inſuper ad patientiam incitamen- 
tis ex Jobo mala acerbiſſima paſſo, atque humili- 
ter ſe et ſummiſsè ferendo oneri accingente ; id 
avide arripio ; memoria defixum teneo ; Deumque 
precor ut in ima atque intima cordis tranſeat,— 
Nobiliſſimum illud quod reſurrectioni “ mortuo- 
rum perhibetur teſtimonium, te eò remittente 
meditationes noſtras, libenter adeo. Quumque 


aliqui, de re Chriſtiana non bene meriti, monu- 


mentum iſtud #re perennius, auro pretioſius 


convellere ſatagunt, pergratam ſanè operam na- 


vat interpres noſter, dum validiſſimis rationum 
viribus id fibi ſtabiliendum accipit. Non te latet 
fuiſſe inter eruditos, qui pulcherrimam hanc Jo- 
binæ fidei confeſſionem aliorſum detorquere ſtu- 
dent; et de fortunis ſolummodo redintegratis ut 
intelligatur velint. Quem quidem errorem radi- 
citus avulſum et funditus deletum, non fine gau- 
dio et gratulatione, in lucubrationibus hiſce accu- 
ratiſſimis contemplari datum eſt.Quod mihi de 
Redemptore Ng ſuggeris, id profectò arridet 
magnopere, et toto pectore amplector. Vellem 
de quocunque ſacrorum voluminum libro dicere, 
quod olim Auguſtinus optimè, “ Sunt ſcripture 
tux deliciæ mez.” Nulla eſt inter codices di\ inos 
pagina, quæ non aurifodinis fit præſtantior; nul- 


la vel minutifima inſpiratæ veritatis portiuncula, 


quin melle Hyblæo dulcior longè. Quæ autem de 
c 


rum ſpondent, ſive adventum depingunt; Cu R1- 


* Vide Jobi cap. xix, 25. 
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$TUM, #2ris m2delam, lugentibus ſolatium, vica- 
riam pro ſontibus victimam, . a, ea 
apud me, infinitum quantum ! palmam præripi- 
unt. Renident ea margaritarum inſtar hinc inde 
coruſcantium ; five, ut cum poeta loquar, velut 
inter ignes luna minores. De his colloquia apud zdes 
privatas, de his pro roſtro conciones, de his denique 
contemplationes domi, foris, inſtituere geſtirem. 
Imò in his totus eſſem, atque immorarer jugiter, 
niſi corruptela, proh dolor ! naturæ inſita obſtaret ; 
vagæque ac inſtabiles cogitationes mentem in 
contraria identidem deflecterent. Hæc enim edi- 
diciſſe, ſapientia eſt ; his fidem adhibuiſſe, ſalus. 
Qui hæc ad unguem callet, bonus evadet theolo- 
gus ; quique animo penitiùs imbibit, Chriſtianus. 


At qud feror? In quz ſpatia effuſus, trans li- 
mites epiſtolaris commercii excurro ? Reprimo 
me tandem. Unum duntaxat, pre aliis eximium, 
& verſione antea laudata, locum ſeligere liceat. 
Ea erit ſcriptiunculæ hujus noſtræ meta, et pa- 
tientiæ tuæ laſſæ plus ſatis et defatigatæ levamen. 
Verum ibi priſtinumque ſenſum, acerrimo ingenii 
acumine è tenebris erutum, et non ſine magno 
ſanæ doctrinæ commodo repoſitum, lætus aſpicio. 
Pericopam, ſi vacat, videre eſt cap. iv. 17. Num 
mortalis à (non pre, ut noſtra ſe habet hie ſaltem 
malefida verſio) numine juſtus erit ? Haud me- 
mini legifſe me, aut narrando accepiſſe, ab ullo 
unquam ed impudentiz deventum iri, ut juſtiorem 
ſe Deo, perfectionis omnimodæ fonte ac norma, 
venditare auſit. Vix igitur, imò ne vix quidem 
operæ pretium fuiſſet, tanto cum conamine di- 
ctorum et pompa refellere, quod in nullius quot- 
quot ſunt mortalium cogitationes introire potuit. 
Neque aliud quam nugatorem agit ſcriptor di- 
vinus, ſi fidem redditioni receptæ habes; fin verò 
Schultenſii admittas, non item. Exhibet iſta no- 
dum Deo vindice dignum. Errorem perſtringit 
jugulatque, quo nullus alius exitialior, quive im- 
portuniùs ſeſe in mentes noſtras ingerit. Speciem 
omnem humani, quod vocatur, meriti tollit, con- 
vellit, conculcat. Neque ſinit, ut minima vel ſan- 
ctiſſimis hominum, aut ſua jactandi, aut ſe juſtifi- 
candi, anſa fit relicta. Quin omnes omninò, utcun- 
que pietatis puritatiſque encomiis per terras nobili- 
tatos, coram ſupremo judice reos, «/72y1mw, ſiſtit. 
Nullos proinde poſſe a tremendo illo tribunali pœ- 
narum expertes abire, niſi gratuitd iis condonen- 
tur peccata, et CyRIsT1 Mediatoris juſtitia iis in 
ſalutem imputetur. Ecce revera evangelicum 
ante evangelium ! Qui non cutem ſolam œcono- 
miæ iſtius ſalutiferæ inveniſſet palpando, ſed in 
ipſiſſima viſcera et medullas quodammodd pene- 
traſſe videtur. Felices nos noſtroſque, fi eandem 
fidem medullitus hauſiſſe detur ! Amo meherculè 
hominem, qui feliciter commentando hæc tam 
luculenta «ya Jobo, Chriſtianiſmo, nobiſque 
etiam, aut inſcitia Hebraicæ dictionis aut incuria 
interpretum ablatà, inſtauravit demum ac reſti- 
tuit. Te vero impenſiùs, vir reverende, amo at- 
que colo; dulciſſima cujus amicitia, plus una al- 
teraque vice experiments cognita, fecit, ut am- 
pliſſimam ex ea voluptatis atque emolumenti meſ- 
ſem ſperare, ac mihimet ipſi polliceri audeam. 
Ut vivas, valeaſque, ex animo optat 
| Tibi devinctiſſimus, a 
JAcozus HERV Ex. 


P. S. Si qua in re tibi, ſalute recuperatä, pro- 


deſſe potero, id ne dicam roges, ſed jubeas 
velim. 1 
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The Rev. 


RULY I am ſurpriſed, that you have ſo 
ready a faculty of expreſſing yourſelf in a 
language which is not your mother-tongue, and 
which is baniſhed from modern converſation. 
Unleſs I had been intimately acquainted with you 
long ago, that fruitful fund of Roman elocution 
would eaſily induce me to believe, that you had 
dwelt at Tuſculum “, rather than at Abingdon +. 
As to myſelf, well knowing my rudeneſs and want 
of exerciſe in this kind of writing, I was on the 
oint of impoling a perpetual filence on myſelf. 
F or ſeveral days, ſenſible of my own incapacity, 
I with-held my timorous hand from the deſk. 
But indeed ſhame remonſtrated, and a mind ex- 
tremely averſe to ingratitude egged me on; and 
hence it is, that my pen, though unequal and ill- 
fitted for the taſk, is now at laſt excited to give 
you the trouble of a letter. 
I render you my greateſt thanks for your vo- 
luntarily communicating to me, out of your ſin- 
ular humanity and erudition, many remarks 
worthy of the higheſt notice, concerning Job, 
and his book. In the firſt place, you bring the 
verlion to the touchſtone. It is neat, replete 
with elegance, and gives the force of the Hebrew 
phraſes, in their full ſtrength, beyond any man's 
expectation. Add to this, that though it is new 
in moſt inſtances ; yet it is what carries its au- 
thority in its boſom, and gains the reader's aſſent at 
the very firſt fight. Then you run over the notes 
with a ſagacious eye. Which whoever reads and 
reads over again, it is not ealy to ſay, whether he 
will carry off more profit trom that very large crop 
of eaſtern learning, or rather delight from that moſt 
agreeable flower of the art of criticiſm. So that 
the remarks every where interſperſed are not trifling 
or unimportant, as they, with great ingenuity and 
{kill, illuſtratethe emphaſisof the words, the weight 
of the arguments, the ſublimity of the meaning, 
and the thread of the diſcourſe laid ont in a moſt 
beautiful order. Nay they ſhine with fo glaring a 
light, that they are clearly underſtood even by me 
a man of a dull apprehenſion, and being under- 
ſtood pleaſe me. In thort, Job, I fancy, has got 


the very commentator, which he would have- 


preferred to all others, if he himſelf had been 
now hving and converſant among men. 

As to the age in which Job lived, the learned 
are not agreed, nor I ſuppoſe ever will. But that 


opiniun which you and others maintain, ſeems to 


be moit probable. I willingly go over to your 
ſide. Nothing is more certain, than that this il- 
luſtrious hero lived after Abraham. For he who 
ave a name to the country which one of his 
friends, the Temanite, inhabited, is reckoned a- 
mong the poſterity of Etau. Morover, that ve 
remarkable encomium with which he is honour- 


ed by the Holy Spirit, forbids us to imagine that 


he lived in the days of the patriarchs Iſaac or Ja- 


cob. It could ſcarce be truly ſaid, that there was 


* Tuſculum, a town of Italy, where Cicers's country-houſe 
+ Abingdon, a little town near Northampten. 
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none like him in the earth, unleſs he had lived 
after the death of Joſeph. The time of Job ſeems 
therefore to be truly placed between the deceaſe of 
Joſeph and the manhood of Moſes. 

As to the writing itſelf, I have no doubt that 
it proceeded from any other hand than that of 
Job. For he being educated among the Arabs 
and uſed to their language, he had ſcarce ſo great 
{kill in the Hebrew learning, as was neceſſary for 
conſigning to writing ſuch important matters in 
ſo neat and elegant a ſtyle. If any chuſe to a- 
ſeribe the book to Moſes as its author, as our 
Engliſh edition has intimated in the notes on the 
margin, then I ſuppoſe it was wrote before the 
paſſage of the Ifraelites through the wilderneſs, 
While that celebrated lawgiver was employed as 
the guide and ruler of ſo great a company, he could 
ſcarce apply his mind to write a poetical hiſtory, 
Beſides, the great number and weight of the 
matters he had to do every day, would, with— 
out doubt, divert his mind from ſo great an 
undertaking. And no time could be more fa- 
vourable to him, than that which he enjoyed, 
while he lived as an exile among the Midianites, 
He dwelt in the country at that time, had 
much leiſure, and had all conveniencies which 
uſe to ſtimulate and fire the genius of a poet. 
What further ſtrengthens this opinion, is, that 
being baniſhed into thoſe countries, he could have 
full information of every thing relating to Job, 
who dwelt in the neighbouring land. The fre- 
quent uſe too of a foreign idiom, and a variety 
of phraſes plainly ſmelling of the Arabian genius, 
plead ſtrongly in behalf of ſuch a conjecture. Our 
countryman Dr Warburton labours hard to prove, 
that we are indebted to Ezra, the laſt of the ſacred 
writers, for this treaſure of divinity, philoſophy, 
and all kind of learning. But this hypotheſis, 
however ſpecious, and ſupported by reaſons no- 
wiſe deſpicable, does not command my aflent. 
For, unleſs I gueſs wrong, there are marks and 
characters ſcattered every where through the book, 
which denote a much more ancient period. There 
is no where any alluſion, ſo far as 1 could obſerve, 
to the promulgation of the law or the exploits of 
In no place is there any mention 
of the miracles performed in Egypt or through 
the deſerts. Which would have given ſo great a 
dignity to any poem, and afforded ſo much com- 
fort to the Jews, that they could never have paſſed 
unnoticed by any wiſe man. Among other very 
beautiful things chat you have wrote, vou eſtabliſh 
the . of this whole hiſtory. Conſequent- 
ly you do not aſſert it to be, and prove what you 
have aſſerted, a certain fictitious amuſement of 4 
pious genius, but that on the contrary it was à 
real tranſaction : that therefore no one, in read- 
ing, ought to imagine, that he has before his 
eyes a fiction of what might have been done, but 
a genuine narrative of what actually happened. 
I was formerly of this opinion, and the reaſons 
you have brought forth, make me adhere more 
cloſely to it But although it claims the truth of 
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a real hiſtory, it diſplays 
tainment of a dramatic 
conſider the words, whic 
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all the pleaſant enter- 
performance. If you 
h are moſt elegant and 


ornate, they don't ſo much relate, as exhibit to 
view the ſeveral tranſactions. And nothing 18 
more important, more grand, more ſublime, more 
worthy of an inſpiring God, or more neceſſary 
for mankind to know. Mean time there is a Car- 

riſing diverſity of characters, and, what is the 
hizheit attainment of art, they are every one 


painted to the life, and 


every where confiſtent 


with one another, Moreover, our hiſtory of Job 
is diſtinguiſhed by another ſpecies of clegance, 
which is a decoration and ornament to the arti- 
cial romances of dramatic writers, | He does 
not bring ſmoke from a flaſh, as a critic has ob- 
ſerved, but light from ſmoke. He begins with 
proſe, and then in a trice he proceeds to the high- 
er modes of ſpeaking 3 and putting on a baſkin, 
riſes up to the ſenſes. A greater order of things 
commences ; more vehement conferences; more 
firrce attacks of the diſputants; until nothing 
more important or more forcible can be ſaid on 
either ſide. Then at laſt a mediator comes in. 
The petverſe ſayings of each party he weighs with 
A deliberate judgment, and chaltites with due re- 
orchenſion. He endeavours with his utmoſt might, 
if poſſible, to calm the warm ſpirits of the diſ- 
putants, and decide a controverſy that has been 
long litigated. But in vain. Ihe difficulty is 
greater, and of far harder ſolution, than to yield 


to the remonſtrance of a 


youth. A Go p, be- 


hold a Gop appears! Can any thing more ma- 
jeſtic be contrived ! He who traverles the circuits 


of the heavens, deſcends 


(let me ſpeak with the 


utmoſt reverence) as it were to the ſand. And 
he who balances the ſtars that roll through the 


empty air, HE HIMSELF 


weighs the importance 


and weight of this controverſy, as it were in an 
impartial balance. While Gop pleads the cauſe, 


how do their fierce ſpirits 


ſublade ! They ceaſe to 


reſiſt. They give up their weapons. They are 
mute. Job himſelf, whom too ſplendid and ſwell- 


ing conceptions of his ow 


n purity had tranſported 


beyond due bounds, being convinced of his miſ- 
take, and ſenſible of his iniquity, is covered with 
ſhame, throws down his arms, and in a worſhip- 
ping poſture falls proſtrate at the feet of infinite 


mercy. He knows himſe 


If; exerciſes penitence; 


overcomes by ſubmiſſion; and as ſoon as he moit 
humbly falls down before Gop, he obtains an 


end of his calamity, which he could not lawfully 


have expected, ſo long as he too raſhly arrogated 
to himſelf an unblameable integrity. The pro- 
pitious Deity with a moſt liberal hand replaces, 


augments, c{tablithes, all 


diſtreſſes! How beautiful 


the whole work! 


tottering faith, and recti 
r 


hrs effects which had 


been not long ago miſerably Joſt. Like the palm- 
tree, being prefſed down he riſes up; and when all 
were going to congratulate him upon his felicity, 
then at laſt it revived, and flouriſhed much mor 

plentifully than before,--How ſudden and unlool@. 
ed for a c-taſtrophe ! How joyful a period of his 


a concluſion brought to 


Let it ſuffice to have touched theſe things ſlight- 
ly. Led by your example, I turn my mind and 
pen from matters of curious ſpeculation, to things 
of greater utility, Thoſe things which ſupport a 


fy and direct a practice 
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too apt to wander, like a ſkilful pilot who conti- 
nu:lly fits at the helm, are now to become the 
ſubject of conſideration. What you diſcreetly 
admoniſh of, as to learning fortitude of mind 
from Job teaſed with a troop of afflictions, yet 
not broken or diſpirited; as to fetching incitements 
to patience from this man who ſuff:red the moſt 
bitter evils, and yet prepared himſelf humbly 
and ſubmiſſively to bear the burden; that Igreedily 
catch at; I hold it fixed in my memory, and 1 
pray to God, that it may penetrate into the loweſt 
and innermoſt receſſes of my heart.—l chearfully 
proceed, upon your remitting my meditations 
thither, to that moſt noble t-itimony which is 
given to the reſurrection “ of the dead. And 
while ſome, who have not deſerved well of Chri- 
ſtianity, labour to deſtroy this monument more 
laſting than braſs, and more precious than gold; 
our interpreter performs a truly- acceptable ſervice, 
while he undertakes to eſtabliſh it by the moſt 
powerful arguments. You are not ignorant, that 
there have been ſome among the learned, who 
endeavour to pervert to a different meaning this 
moſt beautiful coateihon of Job's faith; and would 
have it underſtood only of the reſtoration of his 
eſtate. Which error indeed I obſerved, with no 
ſmall joy and congratulation, to be plucked up by 
the roots and entirely overthrown in theſe your 
moſt accurate lucubrations.—As to what you ſug- 
geſt to me concerning the Redeemer, it truly 
pleaſes me very much, and I embrace it with my 
whole heart. Iwo ld with to ſay conce ing ev ry 
book of the ſacred volumes, what Auguſtine long 
ago ſaid excellently, «© Thy writings ire my de- 
light.” There is no page in the die books 
which is not more excellent than minds of gold; 
there is not even the moſt minute portion of in- 
ſpired truth, but is ſweeter than the ſweeteſt 
honey. But what they propheſy concerning 
CENIT; whether they promiſe Cu «15T to come, 
or deſcribe his advent; CHRIST, medicine for 
the ſick, comfort to mourners, a vicarious ſacri- 
lice for the guilty, a ranſom for us, giving his life 
for us, thele things, how infinitely great! carr 
away the prize. Theſe things ſhine like pearls 
ſparkling on every fide, or, to ſpeak with the 
poet, as the moon among the leſſer ſtars, Con- 
cerning theſe I would rejoice to hold conferences 
in private houſes, in the pulpit, in my fa- 
mily, and when abroad. Nay I would be wholly 
employed about them, unleſs the inbred corrup- 
tion of nature, O grief. oppoſed ; and wander- 
ing and unſettled thoughts now and then diverted 
my mind to contrary ſubjects. For to learn theſe, 
is wiſdom ; to believe them, is ſalvation. He 
who underſtands theſe things exactly, will be- 
come a good divine ; and he who drinks them in- 
to his mind, will become a Chriſtian. * 
But whither am I carried ? Into what excur- 
ſions tranſported, do I run beyond the limits of e- 
piſtolary correſpondence? I repreſs myſelf at length. 
Let me be permitted to ſelect one place at leaſt, 


excellent above. others, from the verſion before 


extolled; which will put a period to this little wri- 
ting of mine, and relax your patience too much 
tired and wearied out. There with pleaſure I be- 


See Job xix, 25. 


1 > 0 OY 


P,REF Ae 


706 To 


hold the true and ancient meaning, by a very 
briſk effort of genius, reſcued from darkneſs, and 
reſtored not without conſiderable advantage to 
ſound doctrine. You may ſee the defect, if you 
be at leiſure, chap. iv. ver. 17. © Shall mortal man 
be juſt b/fore God ?” not more juſt than God *, as 
our verſion unfaithful here at leaſt has it. I don't 
remember to have read, or to have received by 
report, that any one ever arrived to ſuch a pitch 
of impudence, as to dare to boaſt that he was more 
juſt than God, the fountain and rule of all man- 
ner of goodneſs. Hardly therefore, nay ſcarcely 
would it have been worth while to contute, with ſo 
great energy and pomp of words, what eould en- 
ter into the thoughts of no mortals whatſoever, 
Nor does the divine writer act otherwiſe than as a 
trifler, if you believe the received verſion. But if you 
admit that of Schultens, he acts quite the reverſe. 
That verſion diſcovers a difficulty worthy of a God 
tonuravel. Itdecyphers and deſtroys an error, than 
which there is none more deſtructive, or that in- 
ſinuates itſelf with greater importunity into our 
minds. It takes away, it refutes, it tramples upon 
every ſpecies of wha! is c:lled human merit. Nor 
does it ſuffer even the lea t handle to be left to the 
holieſt of men, either to boaſt of their own deeds, 
or to juſtify themſclves. Nay it repreſents all men, 
however dignified through the world by the prai:es 
of piety and purity, as wholly guilty, and with- 
out excuſe before the ſupreme Judge; and mes 
that none can go away from that tremendous tii 

bunal free from puniſhment, unleſs their hus are 
freely forgiven them, and the righteouſneis of 
Cur1sT the Mediator be imputed to them tor 
their juſtification. Behold an evangeliſt indeed 
before the goſpel ! who by feeling found out not 
the ſum only of that ſaving economy, but ſeems in 
a manner to have entered into the very bowels and 
marrow of it. Happy we and our people, it it 
be given us to draw forth the ſame faith from the 
marrow. Truly I love the man, who, by ſuch a 
happy comment, has at laſt renewed and reſtored 
theſe bright g-ſpel-tidings to Job, to Chriſtiani- 
ty, and to us too, removing either unikiltulnels 
in the Hebrew diction, or the careleſſneſs of in- 
terpreters. But, Rev. Sir, I love and reſpect you 
the more ardently, whoſe moſt amiable friena- 
ſhip, which I have experienced on trial once 
and again, has cauſed me to hope for from it a 
more abundant harveſt of pleaſure and advantage, 
than 1 durſt promiſe myſelf. That you may live 
and proſper, is the hearty wiſh of 


Your much obliged, 
James HERvEx. 
P. S. If, upon the recovery of my health, I 


can be of any ſervice to you in any buſineſs, I 
don't ſay you ſhould aſk it, but command it. 
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H EN I eonſider the practice of recom. 

mending books, as implying ſome re. 
ſpectable regard to a man's own judgment, I un- 
dertake it with reluctance, But when I conſider 
it as exerciſing an act of friendſhip to my fellow. 
ſtudents in the {ſchool of CHRIST, I execute 
it with pleaſure. 

There are thoſe, I am informed, who blame 
me for commending the works of others; or, 
which is much the ſame thing, for commending 
them with any degree of zeal and affection; 
fince cold commendation, or faint applauſe, is 
juſtly reputed an artful ſlight. To thele perſons 
I {hall only reply, that, if their own actions or 
their own compolitions were concerned, I verily 
believe they, even they, would forgive me this 


wrong . 


Far from obtruding myſelf into the chair o 
Maſes 4; far from preſuming to dictate, to pre- 
ſcribe, or ſo much as to direct; I would only i- 
mitate th- four /eprous men, at the entering in of 
the gate of Samaria ||. Having found filver, and 
gold, and raiment, they could not forbear pro- 
claiiaing the news, and communicating the ſpoil, 
to their tellow-citizens. When | find a treaſure, 
incomparably more precious ; when I find a teach- 
er of wiſdom, and a guide to glory ; why thould 
I hold my peace? why ſhould I enjoy theſe be- 
nefits myſelf alone? why ſhould I not, like thoſe 
honeſt, though calamitous exiles, tell the glad 
tidings in the city, and invite my neighbours to 
partake of the bleſſings ? 

Theſe bleſſings, through the divine goodneſs, 
J have found in JENKS's Meditations. 
Which are, I think, the moſt diſtinguiſhed among 
all his valuable writings 4. Level to an ordinary 


* Referred to in Mr HeRvEery's life, above, p. iii. 
+ 2 Cor. xii. 13. 
+ Matth. xxiii. 2. | 2 Kings vii. 3. 8. 9. 

4 Mr JexKs's writings, as far as I am able to collect, are 
as follow : thoſe marked in this manner *, are at preſent out of 
print; but it is to be hoped, they will not long continue fo. 

Ihe liberty of prayer aſſerted, and guarded from licenti- 
ouſneſs, octavo, third edition. Price 2 s. 

* 'Two letters written to a gentleman of diſtinction, guilty 
of common ſwearing. To which 'is added, a third letter to 
another gentleman in the commiſſion of the peace ; exciting 
him to the performance of his part in executing the act againſt 
curſing and ſwearing. Price is. f 

A ſermon preached at Henely in Shropſhire, Dec. 2. 1697, 
being the day of public thankſgiving for the peace; and for 
Bis Majeſty's return. quarto. 

The beil rung to prayers, being an earneſt perſuaſion to 


gee this paſſage excellently illuſtrated by our author, in his th | 


Contcmplations on the Night, above, p. 72. 73. 


e daily worſhip of God in every family, calling upon all 
houſes to be houſes of prayer. Price 13. f 

Prayers and offices of devotion for families, and for parti- 
cular perſons upon moſt occaſions. Twelves, chirteenth edi- 
gion, corrected and amended. Price 38. 

Every man's ready companion, twelves, Price 1 s,—As! 


capacity; yet capable of entertaining a refined 
taſte, Not void of beauty and delicacy ; yet more 
eſpecially adapted to enlighten the underſtanding, 
to impreſs the conſcience, and build up the ſoul 
in faith, in holineſs, and in joy. 

The method, in which our author proceeds, is, 
to me, peculiarly pleaſing. Firſt, he collects the 
moſt weighty and ſublime truths. He then forms 
them into a cloſe and animated addreſs to the 
ſoul; and concludes all with a ſhort but fervent 
ſupplication to GOD. Which very much heigh- 
tens the tenderneſs and ſolemnity of the whole. 
It is ſomewhat like pointing the arrow, not with 
poliſhed ſteel, but with celeſtial fire. Perhaps, 
the reader will recollect, on this occaſion, the 
ſtory of the angel, appearing to Manoab. When 
the ſacrifice was laid on the rock, and kindled 
into a burnt-offering, the ſeraph mingled himſelf 
with the ſacred oblation, and aſcended to heaven 
in the flame *. 

In the language, we have a noble plainneſs, 
and a happy perſpicuity; in the ſentiments, we 
have the force of perſuaſion, quickened by the 
glow of devotion. If, in ſome few ſentences, 
we meet with an obſolete exp reſſion or inelegant 
phrate, methinks it is only like a hair adhering 
to a fine ſuit of velvet, or like a mote dropped up- 
on 2 globe of cryſtal. I will not offer ſuch an af- 
front to the diſcernment and generoſity of the 
rcader, as to ſuppoſe him requiring an apology 
for ſo ſmall a blemiſh; which, when magnified 
by the ſevereſt cenſure, is no more than a ſpeck ; 
when vi wed with the allowances of candour and 
benevolence, is a mere nothing, 

The ſeveral meditations may be regarded, as 
ſo many ſtriking ſermons, on the moſt intereſting 
ſubjects of our holy religion; or rather, as a 
judicious abridgment of various excellent ſermons, 
on almoſt every branch of Chriſtianity. In each 


have taken the liberty to ſpeak my ſentiments concerning the 
Meditations, let my friend and phyſician Dr SroNHousk be 
permitted to ſpeak the merit of this performance. His teſti- 
mony, I queſtion not, will give pleaſure to the reader, as it has 
done juſtice to the author, See the SUPPLEMENT to Dr 
9STONHOUSE's ADVICE to a patient, page 67. of the ſeventh 
edition, 

* JExKs's Every man's ready companion, conſiſts of re- 
flections on ſome of the moſt important texts of ſcripture, 
« with ſuitable prayers, I would earneſtly recommend this 
little piece not only on account of its being ſo cheap in pro- 

portion to the variety of excellent inſtruction it contains, 
and the ſtrain of rational and lively devotion, for which the 
author was ſo eminently (I had almoſt ſaid fingularly) re- 
markable : but alſo, as I hope the example there given, 
might lead the reader into a method of turning into prayer, 
many paſſages of ſcripture in ſomething of a like manner ; 
and thus peruſed, thus improved, the ſcriptures would be 
made doubly profitable. There are likewiſe in this book ſe- 
veral intereſting conſiderations ſuggeſted on the birth of 
Chriſt, on the ſacrament, on the crucifixion reſurrection, 
and aſcenſion : and to render the whole ſtill more exten- 
fively uſeful, the author has added a ſhort, affecting, and 
judicious exrlanation of the creed, Lord's prayer, and ten 
commandments,” | 
Submiſſion to the righteouſneſs of God; or, the neceſſity of 
truſting to a better righteouſneſs than cur own ; opened and 
defended, in a plain and practical manner. Third edition, 
twelves. Price 10d. 

* Heaven opened, tranſlated from the Latin, with various 
improvements, twelves. Price 28. 

. Serious thoughts on the wonderful God. 

The glorlous victory of chaſtity, exemplified in Jeſeph's 

hard conflict, and happy eſcape. Price 1s. | | 


* Judg. Xlii. 20. 
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of which, we have the ſpirit and energy of a co- 
pious diſcourſe, contracted within the ſmall com- 
paſs of two or three pages. For which reaſon, 
| cannot but apprehend, they may be particular- 
ly ſerviceable in the family, as well as in the clo- 
lon That one of theſe ſhort eſſays, diſtinctly 
or repeatedly read mongſt our domeſtics, ma 
be more advantageous, than the haſty peruſal of 
a much larger compoſition. 

There is ſcarce any circumſtance of the Chri- 
ſtian life, which ſolicits the aſſiſtance of a ſpiri- 
tual phyſician, but may be accommodated with 
ſeaſonable and ſuitable relief, from this ample dif- 
penſatory of ed:fication, exhortation, and comfort &. 
Here are (if I may purſue the medicinal alluſion) 
cordials, to cheat the drooping ; reſtoratives, to 
heal the backſliding ; ſtimulatives, to quicken 
the ſupine ; with lenitives, to eaſe the anguiſh 
of conſcience, and make the bones, which fin has 
broken, to rejoice F.—Neither are we clogged with 
a tedious multiplicity of remedies, in any caſe of 
diſtreſs; nor wearied with a dry detail of all that 
can be ſaid, upon any point of inquiry. On the 
contrary, the moſt ſpirited doctrines, and the 
moſt ſovereign conſolations, are both ſkilfully ſe- 
lected, and pertinently applied; with this well- 


judged — of improving and exhilarating the 


mind, without overcharging or burdening the 
memory. 

I would ſubmit it, with the utmoſt deference, 
to the conſideration of my younger brethren in 
the miniſtry ; whether it might not be a ve 


rhe rn exerciſe, to purſue the hints, and en- 


arge the plan, of theſe compendious treatiſes : 
whether, by digeſting them into proper diviſions ; 
and introducing, under each diviſion, a more full 
and circumſtantial diſplay of the ſubject; we 
might not form popular and uſeful diſcourſes for 
the pulpit. Such a practice, I perſuade myſelf, 
might conſiderably facilitate our preparations for 
the public ſervice ; would ſtock our own minds 
wich a ſet of the moſt important and affecting 
truths ; and render our miniſtrations more accept- 
able to others, yet in no reſpect diſhonourable to 
ourſelves. As ſuch a transformatton is very differ- 
ent from a theft; and the molt likely way to 
commence originals, is, to work upon ſuch ex- 
cellent models. 

Let me only add. That I know one perſon, to 
whom theſe books have been highly delightful, 
and eminently beneficial ; have very much con- 
tributed to exalt his apprehenſions of divine grace, 
and to eſtabliſh his faith in the divine JESUS. 
That they may be equally, or rather more abun- 
dantly, beneficial and delightful to the Public, is 
the wiſh, the hope, the prayer of | 


Their obliged, 


humble ſervant,] 


Weſton-Favell, near 
Northamptoa, 
October 30. 1756. 


James HERY EV. 


+ Pſal, U. 8; 


* 


* x Cor. xiv, 3. 
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TO THE MEMORY or MM JAMES HERVEY. 


eee SOOSD000000 HHHSHHHGPPCCSEEESY 


On the DEATH of 


The REvEREND 


Mr James HERVRE x. 


O vulgar marks death long had meanly ſpent 
His loaded quiver, and his bow full bent; 

Monarchs, who had been great but for a crown, 

Stateſmen and heroes, ſons of high renown; 

When lo! in heav'n this awful mandate paſt, 

« To-morrow's dawn be ſome fam'd mortal's laſt.” 

The tidings, to our world officious ſent, 

Through ALB1oNw's iſles on wing of lightning 

went : 

Impiety, her heart by vipers ſtung, 

Again blaſphemes with loud audacious tongue; 

Vice ſtalks abroad, each late retreat forſook, 

With all her bold effrontery of“ look: 

But ah ! while theſe malignant triumph ſhow, 

Far other boſoms other feelings know | 

The muſe in vain conceals her weeping eye, 

And each tear learning anſwers with a ligh ! 

Religion ſtarts, though arm'd with tenfold ſhield, 

And Virtue ſhrinks, though ſhe diſdains to yield: 

—The arrow ſped, death took his aim too well, 


The mitred pontiff liv'd, and HeRvey fell. 
. h bebe poppe vg. g 


EriTAPH on the Rev. Mr JauES HERVEx. 


Ere HER VF 's precious duſt is laid; 
H Here peaceful reſts his ſacred head; 
Whoſe honeſt fame and works divine, 
Shall ever live, ſhall ever ſhine; 
By all admired ſhall remain, 
Where genius, taſte, and virtue reign. 


His ſoul by heav'nly grace inſpir'd, 
With love to God and goodnels fir'd, 
Made nature vocal to proclaim 
- Religion's excellence ſupreme : 
And though he never dipp'd his pen, 
To court the empty praife of men; 
Vet oft his ſmooth harmonious ſtyle 
Would ev'n the gay to bliſs beguile. 
Each virtue in his boſom found, 
With chaſte humility was crown'd. 
Acknowledging his ſins were great 
Gainſt God, in this imperfect ſtate, 
He check'd each riſing ſpark of pride, 
And on his Saviour ſtill rely'd. 


Upon the conſecrated morn * 

On which our bleſſed LORD was born, 
HER vEY ſerenely clos'd his eyes, 
While angels waft him to the ſkies, 
Now loſt in ecſtaſy and love, 

He tunes the harp in heav'n above. 


* He died on Chriſtmas-day 1758. 


| TO THE MEMORY 
OF THE 


LATE PIOUS AND INGENIOUS 


MA JAuESs HERvs  y, 


S rapt in thought the muſing mind ſurvey'd 
The vain of life, and walk'd the deep 
'ning ſhade ; 
O'er Care's broad einpire caſt its trembling view 
And mark'd the flying traits that Fancy drew: 
Her magic hand at once transform'd the ſcene 
And ſhew'd the ſpot where HeRvey ſleeps 6 
rene; 
Stretch'd where lone Silence haunts the ſolemn 
loom, 
Where Thought's keen eye explores the peaceful 
tomb, 
Where Pleaſure's glitt'ring dreams at laſt are o'er, 
And Love's ſoft muſic charms the ſoul no more. 
Thrill'd as I view'd, the ſtreaming tears o er- 
From the big boſom burſt the ſighs of wo: [flow, 
Her friend“ now loſt who taught the mule to ling, 
Check'd her wild flight, and prun'd her trem- 
bling wing, 


Whoſe gen'rous with with eager hope inſpir'd, 


Whole cenſure chaiten'd, and whole genius fir'd 

Abaſh'd ſhe ſtood, —her bold eſſays were vain, 

Nor tun'd the harp, nor pour'd the plaintive 
ſtrain. 

When lo! unfolding from the blaze of light, 
A form all beauteous flaſh'd upon the ſight ! 

The robes of heav'n involv'd his dazzling frame, 
And his eyes ſparkled with celeſtial flame 
High o'er his hrow the waving radiance play'd, 
An orient crown inclos'd his beamy head ; 

His lip with Beauty's deep vermilion glow'd, 
And flowers ſpontaneous bloſſom'd as he trod. 
'T was Genius : —pauſing o'er the ſacred dead, 
His bright eye languiſh'd and the roſes fled, 

His moan remurmur'd o'er the echoing vale, | 
His heav'n-wove robe hung looſen'd on the gale: 
He ſnatch'd the lyre, and pour'd the melting lay, 
That ſteals the heart, and charms the foul away. 
Dull Night fat liſt' ning on her cloud-wrapt throne, 
And white-lipp'd Anguiſhcurb'd the burſting groan; 
On Care's wild thought the tuneful accents flow, 
And ſounds melodious thrill 'd the ear of Wo. 

OO call'd atlaſt th' Almighty's praiſe to ling ! 
Where oft thy genius tow'r'd with daring wing! 
Plac'd where no cares th' exulting with controul ! 
Bleſs'd with the joys that fir'd thy kindling ſoul ! 
Though ſmiles no more the placid eye ſerene ; 
Nor rove the graces o'er ſome pictur'd ſcene ; 
Though ſnatch'd from all thy boundleſs hope de- 
ſign'd, 
When life's full ſummer 

mind: 
Vet theſe no more the plaintive muſe detain, 
Thy friend, chy country claims the mournful 
ſtrain; 
Since loſt each nobler plan thy ſoul had wrought, 
Since ſtopt the ſtream of ſweet, perſuaſive thought, 


cheer'd thy ripening 


* This alludes to ſome perſonal favour which the author had 
the honour te receive from Mr Hervey, 


Or Mx 


Fled the bright noon thy burſting blaze had giv'n, 
And mute the voice that rapt the ſoul to heav'n. 
« Strow'd o'er thy page what beauteous traits 
appear! | 1 
What melting muſic ſteals the liſt' ning ear ! 
"Twas I whoſe pow'r the living picture caught, 
Twas I whoſe pencil ting'd the glowing draught : 
Through Death's black gloom I trac'd thy du- 
bious way, 
That kindred gloom where Fancy loves to ſtray ! 
Then led thee, circled with the laughing hours, 
Where ſports young Zephyr o'er the waſte of low'rs, 
With richer ſtrokes the warm deſcription wrought, 
And touch'd with tranſport all the ſprings of 
thought, 
Mine was the ray on Night's dim curtain thrown, 
And mine the glaſs where gay Creation ſhone ; 
Mine the bold wing that ſhot where tempeſts riſe, 
And mine the flight that reach'd the ſtarry ſkies.” 
He ceas'd, —for ſudden on the wond'ring gaze 
From heav'n's broad concave burſt therapid blaze ; 
At once deſcending from the realms on high, 
An angel-ſhape arreſts the dazzled eye! 


Looſe o'er her limbs the floating garment roll'd, 


Her ſparkling pinions flam'd with beamy gold, 
Her eyes like lightning glanc'd a piercing ray, 
And all th' illumin'd æther gleam'd with day: 
Near as ſhe came, ſuperior, though reſign'd, 
Her form majeſtic aw'd the dubious mind ; 
With heighten'd grace her bloomy features glow'd, 
Free on her robe the mazy ringlets flow'd ; 
Her balmy breath ambroſial ſcents perfume, 
And o'er her cheek was pour'd celeſtial bloom. 
Pale Sorrow bright'ned as RELIGION came, 
And flow-pac'd Time ſtood trembling at the name; 
Rage dragg'd in triumph, ſwell'd her ſolemn train; 
And Death behind her groan'd, and clank'd his 
chain. | 

She paus'd,—and muſing o'er the fun'ral bier, 
Sigh'd deeply ſad, and pour'd a tender tear: [ſun, 
Then check'd its courſe, and bright'ning as the 
She look'd to heav'n ſerene, and thus begun. 

« Hail, thou eſcap'd to yonder worlds above! 
Hail, join'd to ſaints that melt in ſtrains of love! 
At laſt 'tis come ! the bright transforming day ! 
Th' exulting ſpirit burſts and ſoars away! 

Looſe are its bars! and gain'd th' immortal prize 
It breathes of heav'n ſublime, and walks the ſkies ! 
Put late my hand yon beauteous ſcenes diſplay'd, 
And led thy ſteps through life's perplexing thade ; 
The vivid wiſh a diſtant proſpect brought, 

The rapt ſoul trembling o'er the verge of thought 
Yet then what tranſport taught thy hope to ſoar ! 
How flam'd the kindling look that glanc'd it o'er ! 
How Fancy's touch the glowing draught refin'd ! 
And light celeſtial pour'd upon the mind. + 

* A race unborn thy genius ſhall inſpire, 

And ſouls yet darken'd catch ſublime defire. 
When to thy page, in ſome ſequeſter'd bow'r, 


Calm muſing Thought devotes the ſerious hour; 


Juſt when Aſpaſio's ſtrain has warm'd the breaſt, 
When white-rob'd Quiet lulls its cares to reſt ; 
Then ſhall my hand ſuperior power impart, 

hen Love's perſuaſive lay ſhall melt the heart; 
Then ſhall Keligion's pureſt beams be giv'n : 
Now reſtin peace.” She ſaid, and ſoar'd to heav'n. 
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A 


CHARACTER 


OF 


Mr James HERverY's Writings. 


HE Reverend Mr James Hervey, being 

now dead, yet ſpeaketh to us in his valuable 
writings: Writings, which, for importance of 
ſubject, weight of argument, ſublimity of thought, 
juſtneſs of ſentiment, and elegance of diction, 
are equalled by few, and excelled by none. 

His ſtrain is truly evangelical ; his method in- 
viting, entertaining, and edifying ; calculated 
both to profit and to pleaſe: and a ſpirit of meek- 
neſs, candour, and modeſty, breathes through, 
and beautifies the whole. | 

His favourite topic is the righteouſneſs and atone- 
ment of the Redeemer. On this he expatiates with 
inexpreſſible ſatisfation, and dwells with raptu- 
rous delight. By this he touches the fineſt 
« movements of the ſoul, and ſtrikes all the in- 
« moſt ſprings of action, with the moſt per- 
6 ſuaſive, the moſt commanding energy,” and 
ſweetly conſtrains to the obedience of love. 

He ranſacks the manſions of the dead, turns 
the grave into a pulpit, and makes w "4 
and mortality preach leſſons to the living. He 
ſurveys, with Newtonian exactneſs, the farry ex- 
panſe, and the countleſs radiant worlds that roll 
in the nocturnal ſky ; from theſe he inveſtigates. 
the glory and perfections of the creating and ſuſ- 
taining God; and from theſe he enhances 
the wonders of redeeming love. He mounts the 
believer on the ſummit of creation, as upon a 
ſtupendous eminence, to enlarge his proſpect, 
and exalt his conceptions of the majeſty and glo- 
ry of that God, who redeemed his church with his 
own blood. When imagination itſelf, with all the 
aſſiſtance of ſcience, 1s loſt in the immenſity and 
awful grandeur of the works of nature ; imme- 
diately he contracts the univerſe into a ſpan, and 
the enormous orbs into fleeting atoms, or the ſmall 
duſt that remains in the balance, when the works 
of redemption are brought in view. 

Thus, he unites the moſt improved philoſopher 
with the ſound believer; and makes reaſon and 
nature ſubſervient to faith and revelation. Whilſt 
he allows reaſon its freeſt inquiry and fulleſt ſcope, 
he gives up with none of the peculiarities of the 
goſpel ; but holds forth with the cleareſt light, 
and in various points of view, thoſe truths where- 
in the offence of the croſs conſiſts, 

May theſe heavenly doctrines, and precious 


truths, which flowed in ſuch copious, gladdening 


ſtreams, from his lips and pen, be tranſmitted 
pure and unadulterated to the lateſt poſterity ; and 
may that divine Spirit, which gave them their pro- 
per energy and influence upon his heart and life, 
ever accompany them to remotelt ages, 
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Dr SToxnovst's Opinion of Mr HER VET, and the Doctrines taught by him. 


is very candid and eminent phyſician, who 
was an intimate friend of Mr Hezvzy's, 
and his phyſician in ordinary; as appears {rom 
the account of Mr Hervey's life, prefixed to 
this work; and from many of his letters, in the 
receding collection, addreſſed to him; which 
tters may be eaſily diſcovered by an attentive 
reader; has thus delivered his ſentiments con- 
cerning our worthy author in a letter, ſoon after 
Mc Hervzv's deceaſe, to another phyſician, who 
was their common triend, | 


HE was one of the beſt men that has exiſted for 
a century. But I apprehend, though I am 
not a competent judge of theological niceties, 
and the perplexing diſtinctions in this age of diſ- 
putes, that he carried his Calviniſtical principles 
too far.—However, it is not the head but the 
heart, which will avail us at the grand tribunal. 
el do not mean, that Mr Hervey was deficient 
in point of under*tanting ;—that be far from me: 
but I think out various ſentiments in ſpeculative 
points (how important ſoever ſome men may take 
them to be) are really all mere bagatelles; and 1 
have long obſerved, that diſputes about theſe 
things and the practice of religion ſeldom go to- 
gether *.—l think, taat men of the moſt exalt- 


„As Dr Stonhouſe ſom years ago entered into holy or- 
ders, and, it is ſuppoſed, his made divinity more his ſtudy 
than when his attention was diverted by attending the buſineſs 


of the medical profeſſion; / tis to be hoped he now entertains 


different ſcatiments of what he calls ſpeculative points, and 
that a diſputing for truth, as he calls it, rather it ſhould be 
denominated, in ſcripture- language, a contending for the faith 
once delivered; unto the ſaints, and the profeſſion of religion, 
do go together. There is certainly no inconſiſtency between a 


zealous adherence to the truth of the goſpel, and a fincere 


profeſſion of godlineſs in one's life. Theſe two are intimately 


6 


\ 


ed ſenſe, learning; and penetration, ſuch as Bacon 

Locke, and Newton, were very cheap in the eſti. 
mation of angels.—The fact is this :—Under. 
ſtanding, like wealth, is the gift of God-—Tis 
not the acquiſition, but the improvement, that 

thro' Chriſt, will ſtand us in any ſtead hereafter, 
Now, according to our bleſſed Lord's own ac. 
count of the grand aſſize, (peculiarly ſer forth by 
St Matthew, in the xxvth chapter of his goſpel, 
beginning at the 31ſt verſe), no man, agreeably 
to human judgment, will ſtand a better chance at 
that awful ſolemaity, than our late worthy eccle- 
ſiaſtic: who by the by, I find, ſuſpected me for 
a Socinian; but I can aſſure you, tis not the faith 
which I have adopted. Whatever hints in ſerip- 
ture there may be of the inferiority of the Son to 
the Father, I think the whole tenor of the ſacred 
writings raiſes the Meſſiah above the reputed o- 
pinions and ſentiments * of Socinus, 


connected; and he that is deficient in the one, cannot be in. 
genuous in the other, Sound principles are the very founda- 
tion of a holy practice : fur true faith worketh by love; and 
the grace of Cod, which is irrefiſtible and inſuperable, teacherh 
men to deny ungolineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and goliy, in this preſent world. — As to the improve- 
ment of the underſtanding, which the Doctor ſets ſo high a 
value upon, that belongs to the practice of holineſs, without 
which indeed no man ſball ſee the Lord; but it is to be remember- 
ed, that the right-ouſneſs of Chriſt is the only condition of 
juſtification, that which conſtitutes a ſinner's title to eternal lite, 
and is the foundation of acceptance with God. — Mr Herver's 
ſentiments of Calviniſtic, or rather evangelical doctrines, ma 
be ſeen in letter 209 above, p. 700.; and it is to be wiſhed, 
that all clergymen would ſeriouſly ſtudy and preach them, as 
our excellent author did with great honour and ſucceſs. 


An account of the diſtinguiſhing ſentiments of Socinus, 
may be ſeen in a note, above, p. 698. And it will be worth 
the reader's while to peruſe what Mr Hervey has wrote on 
the divinity of Chriſt, in letter 26. p. 574. 
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